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PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


OF 


THE   SENATE   OF   THE   UNITED    STATES, 

AT  THE  8ECONB  SESSION  OP  THE  SEVENTEENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY 

OF  WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  DECEMBER  2,  1832. 


Monday,  December  2,  1822. 

The  Second  Session  of  the  Seventeenth  Con- 
gress commenced  this  day  at  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, conformably  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  Senate  assembled. 

PRE  SENT : 

David  L.  Morril,  and  John  F.Parrott,  from 
New  Hampshire.  . 

James  Lloyd,  from  Massachusetts. 

Nehemiah  R.  Knight,  from  Rhode  Island. 

Elijah  Boardman,  and  James  Lanman,  from 
Connecticut. 

William  A.  Palmer,  and  Horatio  Seymour, 
from  Vermont. 

RcFus  King,  and  Martin  Van  Buren,  from 
New  York. 

Marlon  Dickerson,  from  New  Jersey. 

William  Findlay,  and  Walter  Lowrie, 
from  Pennsylvania. 

CfSAR  A.  Rodney,  and  Nicholas  Van  Dyke, 
from  Ddaware. 

James  Barbour,  and  James  Pleasants,  jr., 
from  Vii;ginia. 

Nathaniel  Macon,  from  North  Carolina. 

John  Gaillard,  and  William  Smith,  from 
South  Carolina. 

Richard  M.  Johnson,  and  Isham  Talbot, 
from  Kentucky. 

John  H.  Raton,  and  John  Williams,  from 
Tennessee. 

Ethan  Allen  Brown,  and  Benjamin  Rug- 
gles,  from  Ohio. 

James  Brown,  and  Henry  Johnson,  from 
Louisiana. 

James  Noble,  and  Waller  Taylor,  from  In- 
diana. 

David  Holmes,  and  Thomas  H.  Williams, 
from  Mississippi. 

N  IN  I  AN  Edwards,  from  Illinois. 

John  Chandler,  and  John  Holmes,  from 
Maine. 

David  Barton,  from  Missouri. 

John  Gaillard,  President,  ffo  tempore,  resumed 
the  Chair. 

James  Lloyd,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 


gislature of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to  supply 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Harrison 
Gray  Otis,  produced  his  credentials,  was  quali- 
fied, and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

A  quorum  of  the  members  being  present,  a  mes- 
sage was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  sent  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  announcing  the  fact, 
and  the  readiness  of  the  Senate  to  proceed  to 
business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  join  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  inform  him  that  the  two 
Houses  are  ready  to  receive  any  communication 
from  him ;  and  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  and  Mr. 
Macon,  were  appointed ;  and  the  Senate  then 
adjourned. 


Tuesday,  December  3. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States  and  President  of  the  Senate,  at- 
tended. 

Mr.  KiNG^  of  New  York,  reported,  from  the 
joint  committee,  that  they  haa  waited  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States^  and  that  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  informed  the  committee 
that  he  would  make  a  communication  to  the  two 
Houses  this  day. 

Mr.  Lanman  submitted  a  proposition  for  the 
appointment  of  two  Chaplains,  to  interchange 
weekly  between  the  two  Houses  of  Congress.   • 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  made  in  obedience  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate,  of  the  29th  of  April  last,  re- 
quiring a  statement  of  the  number  of  persons 
placed  upon  the  pension  lisL  up  to  the  4th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1822,  by  virtue  of  the  acts  of  the  18th 
March,  1818,  and  1st  of  May,  1820 ;  and  the  re- 
port was  read,  as  follows : 

Wab  Bxpabtxxxt,  Dee,  2,  18SS. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  89th  of  April  last,  requiring  from  this  Department^ 
at  the  present  session  of  (Congress,  a  report  of  the  num- 
ber of  persons  placed  upon  the  pension  list  up  to  the  4th 
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Senate. 


Prmdent^s  Annual  Mt99age. 


December,  1^2. 


of  September,  1828,  by  Tirtne  of  the  acto  of  the  18th  of 
March,  1818,  and  1st  of  May,  1820, 1  have  the  honor 
to  traosmit,  herewith,  a  statenaent  containing  the  nam- 
•ber  aforeeaid,  distinguiahing  between  those  who  en- 
listed to  serre  during  the  war,  and  those  for  different 
periods,  stating  the  number  of  each,  and  the  time 
eerred,  and  the  number  of  the  officers  who  receive 
twenty  dollars  per  month. 

I  haTe  the  honor  to  be,  &C 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

To  the  Hon.  the  Pbvsidkkt  of  the  Senate. 

The  following  is  the  number  of  officers,  non-com- 
aiissioned  officers,  musicians,  privates,  petty  officers, 
seamen,  and  marines,  on  the  United  States  pension  list 
on  the  4th  September,  1822,  under  the  laws  of  the  18th 
of  March,  1818,  and  let  of  May,  1820,  who  enlisted 
to  serve  to  the  end  of  the  war,  with  the  length  of  their 
service: 

Officers  who  served  seven  years,  at  twenty  dol- 
lars per  month 57 

Officers  who  served  six  years,  at  twenty  dollars 
per  month 66 

Omeers  who  served  five  years,  at  twenty  doHars 
per  month  •---.-.        15 

Officers  who  served  four  years,  at  twenty  dol- 
lavs  per  month   •--*-•  8 

Officers  who  served  three  years,  at  twenty  dol- 
lan  per  month   <-..••.  5 

Officers  who  served  two  years,  at  twenty  dol- 
Ian  per  month   •--•..  5 

Officers  who  served  one  year,  at  twenty  dollars 
per  month  •--•...  9 

Officers  who  served  nine  months,  at  twenty 
doUars  per  month        .....  i 


Total  nomber  of  officers 


166 


Non-commissioned   officers,  &c.,  who  served 

seven  years 536 

Non-commissioned  officers,  dec,  who  served  six 

years  - 1,302 

Non-commissioned  officers,  dec,  who  served 

five  yean 380 

Ko»«ommiaaioned  officers,  4cc,  who  served 

fonryean  .......      145 

Noo^ooBBniasioned  officers,  dbc,  who  served 

Ihiee  years 664 

Non-commissioned  officers,  6lc,  who  served 

two  years 291 

Non-commissioned  officers,  dcc^  who  served 

one  year -       102 

Non-commissioned  officers,  dec,  who  served 

nine  months       ------        22 


Total  number  of  non-commissioned,  officers,  dbc   3,362 


The  following  is  the  number  of  officers,  non-com- 
missioned officers,  musicians,  privates,  petty  officers, 
seamen,  and  marines,  on  the  IJnited  States  pension 
list  on  the  4th  of  September,  1822,  under  the  laws  of 
the  18th  of  March,  1818,  and  1st  May,  1820,  who  did 
not  enlist  to  serve  to  the  end  of  the  war,  with  the 
length  of  their  service : 

Officers  who  served  six  years,  at  twenty  dol- 
lars per  month  ......  3 

Officers  who  served  five  years,  at  twenty  dol- 
lars per  month 13 


Officers  who  served  four  years,  at  twenty  dol- 
lars per  month   .-..*.        26 

Officers  who  served  three  years,  at  twenty  dol- 
Ian  per  month   ..-.--        79 

Officen  who  served  two  years,  at  twenty  dol- 
lan  per  month    ......        88 

Officen  who  served  one  year,  at  twenty  dol- 

lan  per  month    .-...-       166 

Officen  who  served  nine  months,  at  twenty  dot- 
Ian  per  month   ......        23 

Total  number  of  officen       ...      400 

Non-fommissioned  officen,  dec,  who  served  six 
yean  -------  4 

Non-commissioned  officen,  dec,  who  served 

five  yean  -.--.-.85 
Non-commissioned   officers,  dec,  who  served 

four  yean 309 

Non-commissioned  officen,  dbc,  who  served 

three  yean  -...--  3,513 
Non-commissioned  officen,  dec,  who   served 

two  yean 92? 

Non-commissioned   officen,  dbc,  who  served 

one  year  -----.  -  2,750 
Non-commisrioned  officen,  disc,  who  oerved 

nine  months       .....        .814 


Total  nnmber  of non-commiseionedofficeis,  dK.   S,403 

RECAPITULATION. 

Number  of  officen  who  served  to-  the  end  of  the 

war  .----.--J6€ 
Number  of  officen  who  did  not  serve  to  the  end 

of  the  war-        .....        .400 

Number  of  non-commissioned  officen,  &c,  who 

eerved  to  the  ond  of  the  war  ...  3,36t 
Number  of  non-commiasioued  officen,  dec,  who 

did  not  serve  to  the  end  of  the  war      -        -    6^03 


Total  number 


-  12^31 


PRESIDENT'S  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 

After  adopting  several  orders  conzKcted  with 
the  despatch  of  business — 

The  followiag  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

Feilm0'€iiigen9  of  the  SenaU  mnd 

House  of  RipresentmUweB  *• 

Many  causes  unite  to  make  oor  present  meeting j 
peculiarly  interesting  to  our  constituents.  Thm  ope- 
ration of  enr  laws  on  the  vaiions  subjects  to  which! 
they  apply,  with  the  amendments  which  they  oci» 
sionally  require,  imposes,  annually,  an  important  dut| 
on  the  representatives  of  a  free  people.  Onr  syvtea 
has  happily  advanced  to  such  maturity,  that  I  am  n 
aware  that  your  cares,  in  that  respect,  will  be  ai 
mented.  Other  causes  exist  which  are  highly  int 
esting  to  the  whole  civilixed  world,  and  to  no  portii 
of  it  more  so,  in  certain  views,  than  to  the  Uni 
States.  Of  these  causes,  and  of  their  bearing  on  t 
interests  of  our  Union,  I  shall  communicate  the  sen 
ments  which  I  have  formed  with  that  freedom  whi 
a  sense  of  duty  dictates.  It  is  proper,  however,  to  i 
vite  your  attention,  in  the  fint  instance,  to  those  co 
corns  respecting  which  Legislative  provision  is  Uioogi 
to  be  particniarly  urgent. 
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December,  1822. 


PmidmU^a  Annual  Aleuoffe, 


Senatb. 


On  tke  S4th  of  Jane  last,  a  Convenlioii  of  Naviga- 
tion and  Commeree  waa  concladed,  in  tbia  city,  be- 
twcan  the  United  Statai  and  France,  by  Miniaten 
duly  enthorized  for  the  porpoae.  The  aaaciion  of  the 
Execnttve  having  been  given  to  tbia  convention  under 
a  conviction  that,  taking  all  ita  atipulationa  into  view, 
it  rested  aewintially  on  a  baaia  of  reciprocal  and  equal 
advantage,  I  deemed  it  my  duty,  in  eeapliance  with 
the  anthority  vested  in  the  Executive  by  the  aecond 
section  of  the  act  of  the  last  aeaaion,  of  the  6th  Mey, 
conoeraittg  navigation,  to  suspend,  by  proclamation, 
until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  the  op- 
eration of  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  to  impose  a  new 
tonnage  duty  on  French  ahips  and  veaaels,  and  Cor 
other  pmpoeea,"  and  to  suspend,  likewise,  all  other 
duties  on  FieBch  Jfessels,  or  the  goods  imported  in 
them,  which  exceeaed  the  duties  on  American  vesaela, 
and  on  atmilar  goods  imported  in  them.  I  shall  sub- 
mit this  convention  forthwith  to  the  Senate  for  its 
tdvice  and  consent  as  to  the  ratification. 

Since  jonr  laat  aession,  the  prohibition  which  had 
been  impoeed  on  the  commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  the  British  colonies,  in  the  West  Indiea 
and  on  thia  continent,  haa  likewise  been  removed. 
SatisfiMiory  evidence  having  been  adduced  that  the 
ports  of  those  coloniea  had  been  opened  to  the  veaaele 
of  the  United  Sutes  by  an  act  of  the  Britiah  Parlia- 
ment, fceeiiog  date  on  the  34th  of  June  last,  on  the 
eonditiona  specified  therein,  I  deemed  it  proper,  in 
comphance  vtith  the  provision  of  the  first  aection  of 
the  act  of  the  laat  aeaaion  above  recited,  to  declare,  by 
proclamation,  bearing  date  on  the  24th  of  Auguat  last, 
that  the  ports  of  the  United  States*  should  thencefor- 
ward, and  ontii  the  end  of  the  next  aeaaion  of  Con- 
gress, be  open  to  the  veaaels  of  Great  Britain  employed 
in  tliat  trade,  aader  the  limitation  apeeified  in  that 
proclamation. 

A  doubt  was  entertained  whether  the  act  of  Con- 
gress ai^ed  to  the  British  coloniea  on  this  continent, 
as  well  as  to  those  in. the  West  Indies;  but,  aa  the  act 
of  Parliament  opened  the  intercourse  equally  with 
both,  and  it  wna  the  manifest  intention  of  Congreis, 
as  well  as  tlie  obvious  policy  of  the  United  States, 
tiiat  the  proviaioiis  of  the  act  of  Parliament  should  be 
met,  in  equal  extent,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
and  as^ao  the  act  of  Congress  waa  supposed  to  vest 
in  the  President  some  diseration  in  the  execution  of  it, 
I  thought  it  advisable  to  give  it  a  correapending  con- 
struction. 

Should  the  constitutional  aanction  of  the  Senate  be 
given  to  the  mtification  of  the  Convention  with  France, 
Legislative  provisions  will  be  necessary  to  carry  it 
fully  into  eliect,  aa'  it  likewise  will  be  to  continue  in 
ibrce,  on  such  conditions  as  may  be  deemed  just  and 
proper,  theintercoune  which  has  been  opened  between 
the  United  States  and  the  British  coloniea.  Every 
light  in  the  poeaeesion  of  the  Executive,  will,  in  due 
time,  be  oommonicated  on  both  subjects. 

Besting  eaaentially  on  a  basis  of  reciprocal  and 
eqasl  advantage,  it  has  been  the  object  of  the  Execu- 
tive, in  tranaactions  with  other  Powers,  to  meet  the 
propositions  of  each  with  a  liberal  spirit,  believing  that 
thereby  the  intereet  of  our  country  would  be  most  ef- 
iectually  psomoted.  This  course  has  been  systemat- 
ically pursued  in  the  late  occurrences  with  France  and 
Great  Britain,  and  in  strict  accord  with  the  views  of 
the  Legislatore.  A  confident  hope  is  entertained, 
that,  by  the  arrangement  thus  commenced  with  each, 
all  difoeneee  reapecting  navigation  and  cemmerce 


with  the  dominions  in  question,  will  be  adjusted,  and 
a  solid  foundation  be  laui  for  an  active  and  permanent 
intercourse,  which  will  prove  equally  advantageous  to 
both  parties. 

The  decision  of  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor 
of  Russia,  on  the  question  submitted  to  him  by  the 
United  States  and  Groat  Britain,  concerning  the  con- 
struction of  the  first  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent, 
has  been  received.  A  Convention  has  since  been 
concluded,  between  the  parties,  under  the  mediation 
of  His  Imperial  Majesty,  to  prescribe  the  mode  by 
which  that  article  shall  be  carried  into  effect,  in  con- 
formity with  that  decision.  I  shall  submit  this  Con- 
vention to  the  Senate  for  its  advice  end  consent,  as  to 
the  ratification,  and,  if  obtained,  shall  immediately 
bring  the  subject  before  Congreas,  for  such  provisions 
aa  may  require  the  interposition  of  the  Legislature. 

In  compliance  with  the  act  of  the  last  session,  a  ter- 
ritorial government  has  been  establiahed  in  Florida, 
on  the  prindplea  of  our  aystem.  By  this  act,  the  in- 
habttanta  are  secured  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  their 
rights  and  liberties,  and  to  admission  into  the  Union, 
with  equal  participation  in  the  government  with  the 
original  States,  on  the  conditions  heretofore  prescribed 
to  other  territories.  By  a  dense  in  the  ninth  Artide 
of  the  Treaty  with  Spain,  by  which  that  Territoiy  was 
ceded  to  the  United  States,  it  is  stipulated  that  satis- 
foetion  shall  be  made  for  the  injuries,  if  any,  which, 
by  proceas  of  law,  shall  be  established  to  have  beeH 
sufiered,  by  the  Spaaidi  officers,  and  individual  Span- 
ish inhabitants,  by  the  late  operations  of  our  troops,  in 
Florida.  No  proviaion  having  yet  been  made,  to  carry 
that  stipulation  into  efibct,  it  is  submitted  to  the  con- 
dderation  of  Congreas,  whether  it  will  not  be  proper 
to  vest  the  competent  power,  in  the  diatrict  court  at 
Pensacola,  or  in  some  tribunal,  to  be  apecially  organ- 
ised for  the  purpoae. 

The  fiscal  operations  of  the  year  have  been  more 
succeesful  than  had  been  anticipated  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

The  lecdpts  into  the  Treaaury  during  the  three  first 
quarters  of  the  year,  have  exoeeded  the  sum  of  four- 
teen millions  seven  hundred  and  fortv-five  thouaand 
ddlars.  The  payments  made  at  the  Treasury  daring 
the  same  period  have  exceeded  twelve  milliona  two 
hundred  and  aeventy-nine  thousand  dollan ;  leaving 
in  the  Treasury  on  the  SOth  day  of  September  last, 
(including  one  million  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
thousand  &we  hundred  and  ninety-two  dollairs  and 
twenty-four  cents,  which  were  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
first  day  of  January  last)  a  aum  exceeding  four  mil- 
lions one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand  dollars. 

Besides  discharging  all  demands  for  the  cunent  ser- 
vice of  the  year,  including  the  interest  and  reimburse- 
ment of  the  public  debt,  the  aix  per  cent,  stock  of  1796, 
amounting  to  eighty  thouaand  dollars,  has  been  re- 
deemed. It  is  estimated  that,  after  defraying  the  cur- 
rent expenses  of  the  present  quarter,  and  redeeming 
the  two  millions  of  six  per  cent  stock  of  1820,  there 
will  remain  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary next,  nearly  three  milliona  of  dollars.  It  is  eati- 
mated  that  the  gross  amount  of  duties  which  have 
been  secured,  from  the  first  of  January  to  the  30th  of 
September  last,  has  exceeded  nineteen  millions  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the  amount  for  the 
whole  year  will  probably  not  fall  short  of  twenty-three 
millions  of  ddlars. 

Of  the  actual  force  in  service  under  the  preaent 
Military  Establishment,  the  posts  at  which  it  is  sU- 
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tioned,  and  the  condition  of  each'  poet,  a  report  from 
tte  Secretary  of  War,  which  is  now  communicated, 
will  give  a  distinct  idea.  By  like  reports,  the  state  of 
the  Academy  at  West  Point  will  be  seen,  as  will  be 
the  progress  which  has  been  made  on  the  fortifications 
aJong  the  coast,  and  at  the  National  Armories  and 
Arsenals. 

The  position  on  the  Red  RiTer,  and  that  at  the 
Savit  of  8t  Marie,  are  the  only  new  posts  that  have 
been  taken.  These  posts,  with  those  already  occupied 
in  the  interior,  are  thought  to  be  well  adapted  to  the 
protection  of  our  frontiers.  All  the  force,  not  placed 
in  the  garrisons  along  the  coast,  and  in  the  ordnance 
depots,  and  indispensably  necessary  there,  is  placed  on 
the  frontiers. 

The  organization  of  the  several  corps  composing  the 
army,  is  such  as  to  admit  its  expansion  to  a  great 
extent,  in  case  of  emergency,  the  officers  carrying  with 
them  all  the  light  which  they  possess  to  the  new  corps, 
to  which  they  might  be  appointed. 

With  the  organization  of  the  staff,  there  is  equal 
cause  to  be  satisfied.  By  the  concentration  of  every 
branch,  with  its  chief  in  this  city,  in  the  presence  of 
the  Department,  and  with  a  grade,  in  the  chief  mil- 
itary station,' to  keep  alive  and  cherish  a  military  spirit, 
the  greatest  promptitude  in  the  execution  of  orders, 
with  the  greatest  economy  and  efficiency,  are  secured. 
The  same  view  is  taken  of  the  Military  Academy, 
^ood  order  is  preserved  in  it,  and  the  youth  are  well 
instructed  in  every  science  connected  with  the  great 
objects  of  the  Institution.  They  are  also  well  trained 
and  disciplined  in  the  practical  parts  of  the  profession. 
It  has  been  always  found  difficult  to  control  the  ardor 
inseparable  from  that  early  age,  in  such  manner  as  to 
give  it  a  proper  direction.  The  rights  of  manhood 
are  too  often  claimed,  prematurely ;  in  pressing  which 
too  far,  the  respect  which  is  due  to  age,  and  the  obe- 
dience necessary  to  a  course  of  study  and  instruction, 
in  every  fuch  institution,  are  sometimes  lost  sight  of. 
The  great  object  to  be  accomplished  is  the  restraint  of 
that  ardor,  by  such  wise  regulations  and  government, 
as,  by  directing  all  the  energies  of  the  youthful  mind 
to  the  attainment  of  useful  knowledge,  will  keep  it 
within  a  just  subordination,  and  at  the  same  time 
elevate  it  to  the  highest  purposes.  This  object  seems 
to  be  essentially  obtained  in  this  Institution,  and  with 
great  advantage  to  the  Union. 

The  Military  Academy  forms  the  basis,  in  regard 
to  science,  on  which  the  Military  Establishment  rests. 
It  furnishes  annually,  after  due  examination,  and  on 
the  report  of  the  academic  staff,  many  well  informed 
youths  to  fill  the  vacancies  which  occur  in  tho  several 
corps  of  the  army,  while  others,  who  retire  to  private 
life,  carry  with  them  such  attainments,  as,  under  the 
right  reserved  to  the  several  States  to  appoint  the 
officers  and  to  train  the  militia,  will  enable  them,  by 
affording  a  wider  field  for  selection,  to  promote  the 
great  object  of  the  power  vested  in  Congress,  of  pro- 
viding for  the  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining 
the  militia.  Thus,  by  the  mutual  and  harmonious 
co-operation  of  the  two  Governments,  in  the  execu- 
tion of  a  power  divided  between. them,  an  object  al- 
ways to  be  cherished,  the  attainment  of  a  great  result, 
on  which  our  liberties  may  depend,  cannot  fail  to  be 
secured.  I  have  to  add,  that,  in  proportion  as  our 
regular  force  is  small,  should  the  instruction  and  dis- 
cipline of  the  militia,  the  great  resource  on  which  we 
rely,  be  pushed  to  the  utmost  extent  that  circum- 
stances will  bdmit. 


A  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  com- 
municate the  progress  which  hat  been  made  in  the 
construction  of  vessels  of  war,  with  other  tnterestisg 
details  respecting  the  actual  state  of  the  ailmirs  of 
that  department.  It  has  been  found  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  our  oommeice,  to  maintain  the  usoil 
squadrons  on  the  Mediterranean,  the  Pacific,  and 
along  the  Atlantic  coast,  extending  the  croiaes  of  the 
latter  into  the  West  Indies,  whero  fnracy,  organized 
into  a  system,  has  preyed  on  the  commeree  of  e«ciy 
country  trading  thither.  A  cruise  has  also  been  main- 
tained on  the  coast  of  Africa,  when  the  seaaon  wouU 
permit,  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade ;  and 
orders  have  been  given  to  the  commanders  of  all  oar 
public  ships  to  seize  our  own  vessels,  should  they  find 
any  engaged  in  that  trade,  and  ^  bring  them  in  for 
adjudication. 

In  the  Weat  Indies  pirscy  is  of  recent  date,  which 
may  explain  the  cause  why  other  Powers  have  not 
combined  against  it.  By  the  documents  oommuai- 
cated,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  effiyrts  of  the  United 
States  to  suppress  it,  have  had  a  very  salutaiy  effect 
The  benevolent  provision  of  the  act,  under  which  tbe 
protection  has  been  extended  alike  to  the  commerce 
of  other  nations,  csnnot  fail  to  be  duly  appreciated  br 
them. 

In  compliance  with  the  act  of  the  last  session,  tit- 
titled  *«  An  act  to  abolish  the  United  States'  Trading 
Establishments,"  agents  were  immediately  appointed, 
and  instructed,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  to  close  the  business  of  the  trading- 
houses  among  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  settle  the  ac- 
counts of  the  factors  and  suti-faetors  engsged  in  that 
trade,  and  to  execute,  in  all. other  respects,  the  in- 
junctions of  that  act,  in  the  mode  prescribed  therein. 
A  final  report  of  their  proceedings  shall  be  comma ni- 
cated  to  Congross  as  soon  as  it  is  roceived. 

It  is  with  great  regret  I  have  to  state  that  a  serious 
malady  has  deprived  us  of  many  valuable  citizens  it 
Pensacola,  and  checked  the  progress  of  some  of  those 
arrangements  which  are  important  to  the  terriiory. 
This  effect  hss  been  sensibly  felt  in  respect  to  the  In- 
dians who  inhabit  that  territory,  consisting  of  the 
remnants  of  several  tribes,  who  occupy  the  middle 
ground  between  St.  Augustine  and  Pensacola,  with 
extensive  elaims,  but  undefined  boundaries.  Althoagh 
peace  is  proserved  with  those  Indians,  yet  their  posi- 
tion and  claims  tend  essentially  to  interrupt  the  inter- 
course between  the  eastern  and  western  parts  of  the 
territory,  on  which  our  inhabitants  are  principally 
settled.  It  is  enential  to  the  growth  and  prosperity 
of  the  territory,  aa  well  as  to  the  interesU  of  the 
Uniouf  that  these  Indians  ahould  Be  removed,  by  spe- 
cial compact  with  them,  to  some  other  position,  or 
concentrated  within  narrower  limita  where  they  are. 
With  the  limited  means  in  the  power  of  the  Execu- 
tive, instructions  were  given  to  the  Governor  to  ac- 
complish this  object,  so  far  as  it  might  be  practicable, 
which  was  prevented  by  the  distressing  malady  refer- 
red to.  To  carry  it  fully  into  effect,  in  either  mode, 
additional  funds  will  be  necessary,  to  the  provision  of 
which  the  powers  of  Congress  aJone  are  competent. 
With  a  view  to  such  provision  as  may  be  deemed 
proper,  the  aubjeet  is  submitted  to  your  considera- 
tion, and,  in  the  interim,  further  proceedings  are  sus- 
pended. 

It  appearing  that  so  much  of  the  set  entitled  *'  An 
act  regulating  the  steff  of  the  Army,"  which  passed 
on  the  44th  April,  1818,  as  relates  to  the  Commifisa- 
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iaV  will  expire  in  April  neit«  tnd  the  praetioU  opera* 
ioD  of  that  department  having  eWoced  its  great  utility, 
he  propriety  of  ita  renewal  la  aubmitted  to  your  con- 
(ideration. 

The  Tiew  whieh  hae  been  taken  of  the  probable  pro- 
luctiTeneai  ef  the  lead  minea,  connected  with  the 
mportaoceof  the  material  to  the  public  defence,  makea 
t  expedient  that  they  ahould  be  managed  with  peculiar 
care.  It  ii  Ihereibre  auggetted  whether  it  will  not 
rompoit  with  the  public  intereat  to  provide  by  law  for 
the  appoiotment  of  an  agent  akilled  in  mineralogy,  to 
•Qperinfeod  them,  under  the  direction  of  the  proper 
ilepartment 

h  is  understood  that  the  Cumberland  road,  which 
waff  conetnieted  at  a  great  expenie,  has  already  soiTered 
from  the  waot  of  that  regular  auperintendence,  and 
of  thoee  repairs,  which  are  indispensable  to  the  preser- 
Titioo  of  such  a  work.     Thia  road  ia  of  incalculable 
advantage,  in  iadlitating  the  intercourse  between  the 
Western  tnd  the  Atlantic  States.    Through  it,  the 
whole  coQDtiy  from  the  northern  extremity  of  Lake 
Brie  to  the  MiMissippi,  and  from  all  the  waters  which 
empty  into  each,  finds  an  easy  and  direct  communica- 
tion to  the  aeat  of  GoTernment,  and  thence  to  the 
Atlantic-  The  fiunlity  which  it  afibrda  to  all  military 
and  commercial  operations,  and  alio  to  those  of  the 
Post  Office  Department,  cannot  be  estimated  too  highly. 
This  great  work  is  likewise  an  ornament  and  an  honor 
to  the  BstiGn.    Believing  that  a  competent  power  to 
ulopt  and  execute  a  system  of  internsl  improvement 
has  not  been  granted  to  Congrees,  but  that  such  a 
power,  confined  to  great  national  purposes,  and  with 
proper  limitations,  would  be  productive  of  eminent 
advantage  to  our  Union*  I  have  thought  it  advisable 
ibat  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  to  that  effect, 
^ould  be  recommended  to  the  several  States.    A  bill 
which  assumed  the  right  to  adopt  and  execute  such  a 
i}«tem  having  been  presented  for  my  signsture,  at  the 
last  session,  I  was  compelled,  from  the  view  which  I 
had  taken  of  the  powers  of  the  General  Government, 
U)  negative  it,  on  which  occaaion  I  thought  it  proper 
to  communicate  the  sentiments  which  I  bad  formed, 
DD  matare  consideration,  on  the  whole  subject.     To 
that  communication,  in  all  the  viewa  in  which  the 
great  interest  to  which  it  relates,  may  be  aupposed  to 
ment  your  attention,  I  have  now  to  refer.    Should 
Congress,  however,  deem  it  improper  to  recommend 
fioch  an  amendment,  they  have,  according  to  my  judg- 
ment, the  right  to  keep  the  road  in  repair,  by  providing 
for  ihe  Boperintendence  of  it,  and  appropriating  the 
aionej  necessary  for  repairs.     Surely,  if  they  had  the 
nght  to  appropriate  money  to  make  the  road,  they 
have  a  right  to  appropriate  it  to  preserve  the  road  from 
ruin.   From  the  exercise  of  this  power  no  danger  is 
^  be  apprehended.     Under  our  happy  system,  the 
people  are  the  sole  and  exclusive  fountain  of  power. 
£adi  gorernment  originates  from  them,  and  to  them 
aioDe,  each  to  its  proper  constituents,  are  they  reapec- 
tiveij  and  solely  responsiblcy  for  the  faithful  discbarge 
of  tluir  duties,  within  their  constitutional  limits.    And 
that  the  people  will  confine  their  public  agents,  of  every 
BUtioD,  to  the  strict  line  of  their  conatitutional  dutiea, 
there  is  no  cause  to  doubt.    Having,  however,  com- 
tDDotcated   my  aentimenta  to  Congreas,  at  the  last 
"^siioD,  fully,  in  the  document  to  which  I  have  referred, 
reacting  the  right  of  appropriation,  aa  distinct  from 
the  right  of  jurisdiction  and  sovereignty  ov^t  the  terri- 
toij  in  question,  I  deem  it  improper  to  enlarge  on  the 
subject  here. 


From  the  best  information  that  I  have  been  able  to 
obtain,  it  appeers  that  our  manufactures,  though  de- 
pressed immediately  after  the  pence,  have  considerably 
increased,  and  are  atill  increasing,  under  the  enoour- 
sgement  given  them  by  the  tariff  of  1616,  and  by  sub- 
sequent laws.  Satisfied  I  am,  whatever  may  be  the 
abstract  doctrine  in  favor  of  unrestricted  commerce, 
provided  all  nations  would  concur  in  it,  and  it  was  not 
liable  to  be  interrupted  by  war,  which  has  never 
occurred,  and  cannot  be  expected,  that  there  are  other 
atrong  reaaona  applicable  to  our  situation,  and  rela* 
tions  with  other  countries,  which  impose  on  us  the 
obligation  to  cheriah  and  sustain  our  manufactures. 
Satisfied,  however,  I  likewise  am,  that  the  intereat  of 
every  part  of  our  Union,  even  of  those  most  benefited 
by  manufactures,  requires  that  this  subject  should  be 
touched  with  the  greatest  caution,  and  a  critical  know- 
ledge of  the  effect  to  be  produced  by  the  slightest 
change.  On  full  consideration  of  the  subject,  in  all  ita 
relations,  I  am  persuaded  that  a  further  augmentation 
may  now  be  made  of  the  duties  on  certain  foreign 
articles,  in  favor  of  our  own,  and  without  affecting, 
injuriously,  any  other  interest.  For  more  precise  de- 
taila,  I  refer  you  to  the  communicaliona  which  were 
made  to  Congress  during  the  last  session. 

8o  great  was  the  amount  of  accounta  for  moneys 
advanced  during  the  late  war,  in  addition  to  othera  of 
a  previous  date,  which,  in  the  regular  operations  of 
the  Government,  necessarily  remained  unsettled,  that 
it  required  a  considerable  length  of  time  for  their  ad- 
justment. By  a  report  from  the  First  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury,  it  appears  that  on  the  fourth  oi  March^ 
1817,  the  accounts  then  unsettled  amounted  to  one 
hundred  and  three  milliona  sixty-eight  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-six  dollars  and  forty-one  cents, 
of  which,  on  the  30th  of  September  of  the  present 
year,  ninety-three  millions  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars 
and  fifty-six  cents  bad  been  settled ;  leaving  on  that 
day  a  balance  unsettled  of  nine  millions  eight  hundred 
and  ninety-three  thousand  four  hundred  and  aeventy- 
nine  dollars  and  eighty-five  cents.  That  there  have 
been  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  in  pacing  the  public 
debt,  and  sustaining  the  Government  in  all  its  opera- 
tions and  diabursementa  since  the  4th  of  March,  1817, 
one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  millions  one  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty  dollars 
and  ninety-six  cents,  the  accounts  for  which  have  been 
settled  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  Ihirty-seven 
millions  five  hundred  and  one  thousand  four  hundred 
and  fifty  one  dollars  and  twelve  cents ;  leaving  a  bal- 
ance unsettled  of  nineteen  millions  six  hundred  and 
ninety-seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
dollars  and  eighty-four  cents.  For  precise  details  re- 
specting each  of  these  balances,  I  refer  to  the  report 
of  the  Comptroller,  and  the  documents  which  accom- 
pany it. 

From  this  view  it  appears  that  our  commercial  dif- 
ferencea  with  France  and  Great  Britain  have  been 
placed  in  a  train  of  amicable  arrangement,  on  condi- 
tions fair  and  honorable  in  both  instancea  tq  each  par- 
ty ;  that  our  finances  are  in  a  very  productive  state, 
our  revenue  being  at  present  fully  competent  to  all 
the  demands  upon  it ;  that  our  military  force  is  well 
organized  in  all  its  branches,  and  capable  of  rendering 
the  moat  important  aervice,  in  case  of  emergency,  that 
its  number  will  admit  of;  that  due  progresa  has  been 
made,  under  existing  appropriations,  in  the  construc- 
tion of  fortifications,  and  in  the  operations  of  the 
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Ordnance  DepAitmeiit ;  that  doe  prograsB  has,  in  like 
manner,  been  made  in  the  conetruetion  of  shipo  of 
war ;  that  oar  Navy  is  in  the  best  condition,  felt  and 
respected  in  every  sea  in  which  it  is  employed  for 
the  protection  of  our  commerce ;  that  our  manafac- 
tares  have  augmented  in  amount  and. improved  in 
qnality ;  that  great  progress  has  keen  made  in  the  settle- 
ment of  accounts,  and  in  the  recovery  of  the  balances 
due  by  individuals ;  and  that  the  utmost  economy  is 
eecnred  and  observed  in  every  Department  of  the  Ad- 
ministration. 

Other  objects  will  likewise  claim  your  attention ; 
because,  from  the  station  which  the  United  States  hold 
as  a  member  of  the  great  community  of  nations,  they 
have  rights  to  maintain,  duties  to  perform,  and  dan- 
gers to  encounter. 

A  strong  hope  was  entertained  that  peace  would  ere 
this  have  been  concluded  between  Spain  and  the  inde- 
pendent Governments  south  of  the  United  States  in 
this  hemisphere.  Long  experience  having  evinced  the 
competency  of  those  Governments  to  maintain  the 
independence  which  they  had  declared,  it  was  pre- 
sumed that  the  considerations  which  indiced  their 
recognition  by  the  United  States,  would  have  had  equal 
weight  with  other  Powers,  and  that  Spain  herself, 
yielding  to  those  magnanimous  feelings  of  which  her 
history  furnishes  so  many  examples,  woold  hftve  ter- 
minated, on  that  basis,  a  controversy  so  unaTailing, 
and  at  the  same  tine  so  destruetive.  We  still  cherish 
the  hope  that  this' result  will  not  long  be  poatponed. 

Sustaining  our  neutral  position,  and  allowing  to 
each  party,  while  the  war  continues,  equal  rights,  it  is 
incumbent  on  the  United  States  to  claim  of  each,  with 
equal  rigor,  the  faithful  observance  of  our  rights,  ac- 
cording to  the  well-known  law  of  nations.  From 
each,  therefore,  a  like  co-operation  is  expected  in  the 
suppression  of  the  piratical  practice  which  has  grown 
out  of  this  war,  and  of  blockades  of  extensive  coasts 
on  both,  seas,  which,  considering  the  small  force  em- 
ployed to  sustain  them,  have  not  the  slightest  founda- 
tion to  rest  on. 

Europe  is  still  unsettled,  and  although  the  war  long 
menaced  between  Russia  and  Turkey  has  not  broken 
out,  there  is  no  certainty  that  the  differences  between 
those  Powers  will  be  amicably  adjusted.  It  is  impossi- 
ble to  look  to  the  oppressions  of  the  country,  respect- 
ing which  those  differences  arose,  without  being  deep- 
ly affected.  The  mention  of  Greece  fills  the  mind  with 
the  most  exalted  sentiments,  and  arouses  in  our  bo- 
soms the  best  feelings  of  which  our  nature  is  suscep- 
tible. Superior  skill  and  refinement  in  the  arts,  heroic 
gallantry  in  action,  disinterested  patriotism,  enthusi- 
astic zeal  and  devotion  in  favor  of  public  liberty,  are 
associated  with  our  recollections  of  ancient  Greece. 
That  such  a  country  should  have  been  overwhelmed, 
and  so  long  hidden,  as  it  were,  from  the  world,  under 
a  gloomy  despotism,  has  been  a  cause  of  i^nceasing 
and  deep  regret  to  generous  minds  for  agea  past.  It 
was  natural,  therefore,  that  the  reappearance  of  these 
people  in  their  original  character,  contending  in  favor 
of  their  liberties,  should  produce  that  great  excitement 
and  sympathy  in  their  favor,  which  have  been  so  sig- 
nally displayed  throughout  the  United  States.  A 
strong  hope  is  entertained  that  these  people  will  reco- 
ver their  independence,  and  resume  their  equal  station 
among  the  nations  of  tile  earth. 

A  great  effort  has  been  made  in  Spain  and  Portugal 
to  improve  the  condition  of  the  people,  and  it  must  be 
very  consoling,  to  all  benevolent  minds,  to  see  the  ex- 


traordinary moderation  with  which  it  has  been  coq> 
ducted.  That  it  may  promote  the  happiness  of  both 
nations,  is  the  ardent  wish  of  this  whole  people,  to  the 
expression  of  which  we  confine  ourselves ;  for,  what* 
ever  may  be  the  feelings  or  eentimeiita  which  every 
individual  under  our  Government  has  a  right  to  is 
dulge  and  express,  it  is,  nevertheless,  a  sacred  msxiiii 
equally  with  the  Government  and  people,  thst  tb' 
destiny  of  every  independent  nation,  in  what  reUici 
to  such  improvements,  of  right  belongs,  and  oi^htto 
be  left,  exdnaively  to  themselves. 

Whether  we  reason  from  the  late  wars,  or  btm 
those  menacing  symptoms  which  now  appear  in  £o- 
rope,  it  is  manifest  that,  if  a  convulsion  should  tike 
place  in  any  of  those  countries,  it  will  proceed  froa 
causes  which  have  no  existence,  and  are  utterly  uo 
known  in  these  States,  in  which  there  is  but  one  or^ 
der,  that  of  the  people,  to  whom  the  sovereignty  ex 
clnsively  belongs.  Should  war  break  out  in  aoj  a 
those  countries,  who  can  foretell  the  extent  to  whicfi 
it  may  be  carried,  or  the  desolation  which  it  msi 
spread  ?  Exempt  as  we  are  from  these  causes,  oa 
internal  tranquillity  is  secure ;  and,  distant  as  we  vi 
from  the  tfotthled  scene,  and  faithful  to  first  priociples| 
in  regard  to  other  Powers,  we  might  reasonablj 
snme  that  we  should  not  be  molested  by  them.  T! 
however,  ought  not  to  bo  calcolated  en  as  ce 
Unprovoked  injuries  are  often  inflicted,  and  even 
peculiar  felicity  of  our  situation  might,  with  some, 
a  cause  fi)r  excitement  nod  aggraesion.  The  histoi 
of  the  lata  wafs  in  Bompe  fumiehas  a  complete 
monstration  that  no  syatem  of  conduct,  however  cotj 
xect  in  principle,  can  protect  neutral  Powers  from  io 
jury  firoin  any  party  ;  that  a  defenceless  position,  uii 
distinguished  love  of  paaoe,  are  the  anrest  invitti 
to  war;  and  that  thare  is  no  way  to  avoid  it,  othi 
than  by  being  always  prepared,  and  willing,  for  j 
cause,  to  meet  it.  If  there  be  a  people  on  earth  w' 
more  especial  duty  it  is  to  be  at  all  times  prepared 
defend  the  rights  with  which  they  are  blessed,  and 
surpass  all  others  in  sustaining  the  necesaary  burdea 
and  in  submitting  to  sacrifices  to  make  auch  prej 
tions,  it  is  undoubtedly  the  people  of  these  States. 

When  we  see  that  a  civil  war.  of  the  most  frightfa 
character,  rsges  from  the  Adriatic  to  the  Black  6ea 
that  atrong  symptoms  of  war  appear  in  other  partt 
proceeding  from  causes  which,  should  it  break  ou 
may  become  general,  and  be  of  long  duration ;  tb 
the  war  still  continues  between  Spain  and  the  lod 
pendent  Governments,  her  late  provinces,  in  this  faei 
isphere  ;  that  it  is  likewise  menaced  between  Porto 
and  Brazil,  in  consequence  of  the  attempt  of  the  Uti 
to  dismember  itself  from  the  former ;  and  that  a  syste 
of  piracy,  of  great  extent,  is  maintained  in  the  neigl 
boring  seas,  which  will  require  equal  vigilance  to 
decision  to  suppress  it,  the  reasons  for  sustaining  t[ 
attitude  which  we  now  hold,  and  for  pushing  forwi 
all  our  measures  of  defence  with  the  utmost  vigor,  s 
pear  to  me  to  acquire  new  force. 

The  United  States  owe  to  the  world  a  great  exaa 
pie,  and,  by  means  thereof,  to  the  cause  of  liberty  so 
humanity,  a  generous  support.  They  have  so  far  sm 
ceeded,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  virtuous  and  enligbl 
ened  of  every  country.  There  is  no  reason  to  dool 
that  their  whole  movement  will  be  regulated  by  | 
sacred  regard  to  principle,  all  our  institutions  beii 
founded  on  that  basis.  The  ability  to  support  oi 
own  cauae,  under  any  trial  to  which  it  may  be  ei 
posed,  is  the  great  point  on  which  the  public  solicitut 
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rests.  It  bas  been  often  ebefged  against  free  Govern- 
aents,  that  they  have  ntitber  the  foresight  nor  the 
virtue  to  provide,  at  the  proper  season;  for  great  emer- 
gtndn ;  that  their  course  is  improvident  and  expen- 
HTe ;  ibst  war  will  always  find  them  unprepared,  and 
whatever  rosy  be  its  calamities,  that  its  terrible  warn- 
iogs  wiil  be  disregarded  and  forgotten  as  soon  as  peace 
murns.  I  have  fall  confidence  that  this  charge,  so 
fu  as  relates  to  the  United  States,  will  be  shown  to 
be  uttertv  destitute  of  truth.         . 

JAME8  MONROE. 
WifsiMOTov,  Dee.  3,  1822. 

The  Message  and  accompanylDg  documents 
were  read,  and  three  thousand  copies  thereof  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Van  Bdren  presented  the  memorial  of 
Ebenezer  Stevens  and  others,  praying  that  Con- 
gress would  afford  them  reltei  on  account  of  a  de- 
mand against  the  United  States,  arising  out  of 
certain  contracts  entered  into  with  Robert  Morris, 
£^.,  for  the  supply  of  prorisions  to  the  Army  of 
the  United  States  during  the  Revolutionary  war ; 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Wednesday,  December  4. 

.\icBOLAS  Ware,  from  the  State  of  Georgia, 
attended. 

The  several  orders  respecting  Chaplains,  mes- 
sengers, newspapers,  d&c.,  proposed  yesterday,  were 
coucurred  in. 

Mr.  Noble  proposed  a  resolution  to  proceed,  on 
Friday  next^  to  the  election  of  a  Chapkin,  which 
proposition  lies  on  the  table  until  to-monow. 


Thursday,  December  5. 

Jesse  B.  Tbomab,  from  the  State  of  Illinois, 

attended. 

The  Senate  adopted  a  resolution  to  proceed  on 
Monday  next  to  the  appointment  of  its  standing 
committees. 

Mr.  JoBNSON,  of  Kentucky,  gave  notice  that  he 
ahonld,  on  Monday  next,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt. 

Mr.  Barton  gave  notice,  that  he  should,  on 
Monday  next,  ask  leave  to  brine;  in  a  bill  con- 
cernin^  the  lands  to  be  granted  to  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri for  the  purposes  of  education,  and  other  pub- 
lic uses. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 


Monday,  December  9. 

Samuel  L.  Soutbard,  from  the  State  of  New 
•^er>ey',  anived  on  the  sixth  instant,  and  attended 
this  day. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  William  Thornton,  stating  that  he  took  out 
t  patent,  on  the  16th  of  January,  1809,  for  certain 
improvements,  including  particularly  a  boiler ; 
praying  a  renewal  thereof,  it  never  having  as  yet 
produced  him  any  advantages  whatever;  the  peti- 
tion was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Pleasants,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  a  Chaplain,  and  on  count- 
in?  the  ballots,  they  stood  as  follows : 


For  the  Rev.  Charles  McIlvaine  -        -  83 
Rev.  John  Brice       -        -        -    9 

Mr.  McIlvaine,  having  received  a  majority  of 
the  whole  number  of  votes,  was  accordingly 
elected. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .- 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of 
the  8th  of  May  last,  requesting  "  information  relative 
to  the  Copper  Mines  on  the  southern  shore  of  Lake 
Superior ;  their  number,  value,  end  position ;  the 
names  of  the  Indian  tribes  who  claim  them  ;  the  prac- 
ticability of  extinguishing  their  titles  ;  and  the  proba- 
ble advantages  which  may  result  to  the  Republic  from 
the  acquisition,  and  working  these  mines ;"  I  herewith 
transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  which 
compriaes  the  information  desired  in  the  resolution  re- 
ferred to. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WASHiiraToir,  December  7,  1822. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  report  were 
read. 

Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  petition  of  a  num- 
ber of  merchants,  and  others,  ot  the  city  of  Rich- 
mond, in  Virginia,  praying  Congress  to  cause  to  be 
erect«i,  within  that  collection  district,  a  hospital 
for  the  relief  of  ftiok  and  disabled  seamen  ;  the  pe- 
tition was  read ;  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manafactores. 

Mr.  VaniBorbn  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Byers,  of  the^city  and  State  of  New  York,  who 
was  a  contractor  for  supplying  rations  to  the 
troops  of  the  United  States,  within  the  States  of 
Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  Massachusetts,  and 
New  Hampshire,  for  one  year,  from  the  first  of 
June,  1814^  praying  relief  in  the  settlement  of  his 
accounts,  ror  reasons«stated  in  the  petition ;  which 
was  read  ;  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  DicKBRsoN  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  members  be 
appointed,  who,  with  three  members  of  the  House  of 
Represenutivee,  to  be  appointed  by  that  Honse,  ahall 
have  the  direcliei]  of  the  mimey  appropriated  to  the 
purchase  of  books  and  maps  for  the  use  of  th«  two 
Houses  of  Congress. 

STANDING   COMMITTEEa 

The  Senate  then,  according'  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  proceeded  to  the  apporatment  (by  ballot, 
agreeably  to  the  ;practice  of  the  Senate,)  of  the 
standing  committees ;  and  they  were  successively 
appointed,  as  follows  : 

On  Foreign  ReUUvms—^Messrs,  Barboor,  Brown, 
of  Louisiana,  Macon,  KiifG,  of  New  York,  El- 
liott. 

On  Finance — Messrs.  Lowrie,  Holmes,  of 
Maine,  Van  Bdren,  Eaton,  Macon. 

On  Commerce  and  Manufactures — Messrs.  Dick- 

ER80N,  RuOOLES,  D'WoLF,   FlNOLAY,  LaNHAN. 

On  Military  ^/atr«— Messrs.  Williams,  of 
Tennessee,  Chanoler,  Taylor,  Johnson,  of 
Kentucky,  Elliott. 

On  the  Militia — ^Messrs.  Noble,  Seymour, 
Stokes,  Lanman,  Chanoler. 
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On  Naval  Affairs — ^Messrs.  Pleasants,  Wil- 
liams,, of  Mississippi,  Parrott,  Ware,  Lloyd, 
of  Massachusetts. 

On  the  PMic  Lands — Messrs.  Van  Dyke, 
Thomas,  Lowrie,  Eaton,  Benton. 

On  Indian  Affairs — Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Loui- 
siana, Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Holmes,  of  Mis- 
sissippi, King,  of  Alabama,  Benton. 

Ota  Claims — Messrs.  Rugqles,  Boardman,  Van 
Dyke,  Barton,  Morril. 

On  the  Judiciary — Messrs.  Smith,  Southard, 
Van  Buren,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Brown,  of  Ohio. 

On  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads — Messrs.  Pal- 
mer, Stokes,  Barton,  Chandler,  King,  of  Al- 
abama. 

On  Pensions — Messrs.  Noble,  Seymour,  Ea- 
ton, Ware,  Elliott. 

On  the  District  of  Columbia — Messrs.  Barbour, 
Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  D'Wolp,  Southard,  Lan- 

MAN. 

On  the  Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Senate — Messrs. 
Macon,  Lowrie,  Lanman. 


Tuesday,  December  10. 

Elijah  H.  Mills,  from  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts ;  and,  also,  Thomas  H.  Benton,  from 
the  State  of  Missouri,  severallY  attended  this  day. 

Mr.  Pleasants  called  up  the  petition,  hereto- 
fore presented,  of  Joseph  jannev,  praying  com- 
pensation for  buildings,  and  other  property,  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy  during  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  in  consequence  of  the  occupancy 
thereof  by  the  militia ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  gave  notice  that 
to-morrow  he  should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
to  enable  the  holders  of  French,  British,  and 
Spanish  titles  to  lands  within  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana, which  have  not  been  recognised  as  valid  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  to  institute 
proceedings  to  try  the  validity  thereof,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentuckv,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  Edward  De  Krafit,  praying  the  aid  of 
Congress  to  a  proposed  publication,  comprising  a 
selection  of  public  documents.  The  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr.'  Knight  called  up  the  petition,  presented  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  of  Jacob  Babbitt, 
merchant,  of  the  port  of  Bristol,  in  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  praying  the  remission  of  duties  on 
a  large  quantity  or  sugar,  which  was  totally  de- 
stroyed by  the  great  storm  on  the  23d  of  Septem- 
ber, 1815,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Barton  presented  the  petition  of  a  number 
of  the  citizens  of  Lillard  and  Ray  counties,  in 
the  State  of  Missouri,  praying  the  division  of  the 
present  Howard  Land  District,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  an  additional  land  office;  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr.  Parrott  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  authorize 


the  purchase  of  a  number  of  copies  of  the  siitb 
volume  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  called  op  the 
petition,  presented  at  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
of  Waliey  and  Foster,  praying  the  benefit  of 
drawback  on  pepper,  exported.  The  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States  : 
To  the  SenaU  oftht  Untied  States  .• 

Recent  ioformation  of  the  multiplied  outraget  and 
depredations  which  have  been  coounitted  on  oar  sea- 
men and  commerce,  by  the  pirates,  in  the  West  In- 
dies and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  exemplified  by  the  desth  o 
a  very  meritorious  officer,  seems  to  call  for  some 
prompt  and  decisive  measures  on  the  part  of  the  Gov 
ernment.  All  the  public  vessels  adapted  to  that  sat 
vice,  which  can  be  spared  from  other  indispeosabl 
duties,  are  already  employed  in  it;  bat,  from  th 
knowledge  which  has  been  acquired  of  the  pitc 
from  whence  these  outlaws  issue,  and  to  which  thej 
escape  from  danger,  it  appears  that  it  wUl  require  i 
particular  kind  of  force,  capable  of  pursuing  thea 
into  the  shallow  waters  to  which  they  retire,  efiectu 
ally  to  suppress  them.  I  submit  to  the  considerttioB 
of  the  Senate  the  propriety  of  organizing  such  force 
for  that  important  object. 

JAMES  MONROE 

Washikotok,  December  9,  1622. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  w< 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  following  Message  was  also  received  froa 
the  President  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .- 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  ol 
the  2Sd  February  last,  "  requesting  the  President  a 
the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  collected  and  com 
municated  to  the  Senate,  at  the  commencement  of  th 
next  session  of  Congress  the  best  information  wbici 
he  may  be  able  to  obtain,  relative  to  certain  Chris 
tian  Indians,  and  the  lands  intended  for  their  beoefi 
on  the  Muskingum,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  grantd 
under  an  act  of  Congress  of  June  1st,  1790,  to  th 
Society  of  the  United  Brethren  for  propagating  th 
Gospel  among  the  Heathen  ;  showing,  as  correctly  & 
possible,  the  advance  or  decline  of  said  Indians  u 
numbera,  morals,  and  intellectual  endowments ;  wbfl 
tber  the  lands  have  inured  to  their  sole  benefit,  and] 
not,  to  whom,  in  whole  or  in  part,  hare  such  benefi 
accrued ;"  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  < 
War,  with  the  accompanying  documents. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washixotoit,  December  9,  1822. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documen 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  us 
of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tb 
resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  commi 
tee  on  the  arrangements  for  the  Library  of  Cofl 
gress ;  and,  having  agreed  thereto,  Messrs.  Die 
ERSON,  Elliott,  and  Mills,  were  appointed  ti 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  tt 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

I  now  transmit  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  the  r 
port  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings,  noK 
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Impriaonment  for  Dd}t. 


Sehatb. 


D  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  8enate»  pasted  the 
Sth  day  of  January,  1818. 

JAMES  MOiMROE. 
DzcxMBsm  10,  1623. 

The  Message  aud  accoropany^ing  report  were 
ead,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
rict  of  Colombia. 

Mr.  Barton  submitted  the  following  motion 
:>r  consideration : 

Raolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Pablic  Lands 
«  instrocted  to  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  mak- 
Dg  foitber  provisions,  by  law,  regulating  the  leasing 
ind  wQrkiog  of  the  lead  mines  of  the  United  States. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Barton  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  concerning  the 
ands  granted  to  the  State  of  Missouri  for  the 
lorpose  of  education  and  other  public  uses.  The 
lill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
^  On  motion  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  the  petition  of 
^beoezer  Stevens  and  others,  praying  tne  adjust- 
ment of  their  claim  against  the  United  States, 
n^seoted  on  the  3d  instant,  was  referred  to  the 
'ommiitee  of  Claims. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 
Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
a ving  obtained  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  abolish 
Daprisonment  for  debt,  by  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  j  and  the  bill  was  twice  read  by  general 
aoseat,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
iciary. 

Mr.  JoEiNSON,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that,  in  pur- 
oanceof  notice  given  on  a  former  occasion,  he 
rould  now  ask  leave  to  Introduce  a  bill  to  abolish 
nprisonment  for  debt.  He  was  prepared  to  have 
relented  it  yesterday,  bnt  he  did  not  wish  to  inter- 
ipc  (he  course  of  business  then  before  the  Senate, 
le  did  not  intend,  now,  to  make  many  remarks 
a  (his  motior,  reserving  to  himself  the  privilege 
fiorestigatiog  the  subject  more  fully,  when  its 
lerits  should  be  more  properly  before  the  Senate. 
(e  w^as  happy  to  learn,  he  said,  that  he  should 
avt  assistance  in  his  exertions  from  some  honor- 
bie  members,  whilst  he  expected  opposition  from 
thers.  The  subject  had  been  before  Congress  two 
r  three  sessions  previous,  and  the  uniform  result 
id  been  favorable  reports  from  select  committees. 
<  whom  it  had  been  referred,  without  any  final 
^iMon,  for  the  want  of  time.  He  hoped,  at  the 
«^nt  session,  the  measure  would  be  adopted  or 
cisively  rejeeted.  Mr.  J.  said,  be  was  actuated 
'  several  considerations- in  making  this  motion. 
be  most  important  was  a  thorough  conviction 
ihe  propriety  of  the  measure.  Another  induce- 
'3t  was,  that  it  accorded  with  the  sentiments  of 
e  State  which  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  rep- 
-mt.  The  Kentucky  Leffislature  had  already 
(opted  the  measure;  and  though  her  relief  mea- 
re>  had  produced  some  discontent  with  distant 
uroals,  still  this  part  of  her  svstem  had  met  with 
rn^-thing  like  general  approoation,  so  far  as  he 
iid  ascertain  public  sentiment.  He  had  no 
ubt  time  would  prove  the  justice,  and  wisdom 
ber  whole  system,  but  in  relation  to  this  partic- 
ir  branch  of^it,  (he  meant  the  abolishing  of  im- 
booment  for   debt,)  it  gave  her  claims  to  as 


much  honor  and  glory  as  any  one  act  of  her  ad- 
ministration since  her  admission  into  the  ynion. 
Mr.  J.  said  he  was  anxious  to  see  this  system 
adopted  by  Congress,  and  extended  to  every  branch 
of  the  Federal  Judiciary,  that  the  liberty  of  the 
citizen  might  be  secure,  and  the  public  confidence 
increase  in  that  branch  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. He  believed  that  the  right  of  the  States  to 
exercise  such  a  power  had  not  been  questioned.  In 
fact,  it  had  been  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  case  of  Sturgis  vs,  Crown- 
inshield,  that  a  State  had  the  right  to  pass  laws 
releasing  the  body  of  the  debtor  from  imprison- 
ment. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  here  suggested  whether 
it  was  in  order  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the 
merits  of  the  bill  in  this  stage  of  its  progress. 

Mr.  JoBNaoN  replied  that  he  nad  intended 
merely  to  submit  a  few  introductory  general  views 
of  the  subject.  If,  however,  his  remarks  were  un- 
acceptable to  the  Senate,  or  uninteresting  to  the 
gentleinan  from  New  York,  he  would  give  way  to 
any  other  business — he  would  give  way  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York. 

Mr.  Kino  felt  certainly  no  indisposition  to  hear 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  J.,  but  he  thought  them  not 
strictly  in  order. 

Mr.  Johnson  said  he  would  proceed,  as  nothing 
else  appeared  to  claim  the  attention  of  the  Senate. 
He  was  about  to  remark  upon  the  operation  of  the 
system  in  Kentucky ;  and  the  difilculties  that  had 
arisen  there  from  the  emanation  of  the  ca.  sa.  from 
the  Federal  Judiciary,  the  law  of  that  State  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  Very  early  aft^r  the 
organization  of  the  Federal  Government,  Con- 
gress had  adopted  the  execution  laws  of  each 
State,  to  be  the  rule  of  government  for  its  courts, 
located  in  the  several  States.  The  execution  laws 
of  the  several  States  were  widelv  difierent.  Dur- 
ing the  late  troubles  in  Kentucxy  it  was  made  a 
question,  what  was  the  intention  of  Congress  in 
relation  to  this  subject?  Whether  it  was  intended 
to  recognise  the  execution  laws  then  in  force,  and 
make  them  like  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  Per- 
sians, irrevocable;  or  to  recognise  and  conform 
to  the  systems  of  the  diflferent  States,  as  they 
should  be  modified.  Although  a  diversity  of  opin- 
ion existed  among  the  mo^  eminent  counsel  of 
the  State,  the  Federal  Court  in  Kentucky  had 
decided  tnat  the  execution  laws  of  the  State,  as 
modified,  were  to  control  the  Federal  Court  pro- 
cess. He  believed  this  a  correct  decision.  Since 
the  passage  of  the  law  abolishing  imprisonment 
for  debt,  application  had  been  made  to  the  Fede- 
ral Court  m  Kentucky  for  the  ca.  sa.  The  court 
refused  to  grant  it,  and  an  appeal  had  been  taken 
to  the  Supreme  Court.  After  this  decision  of  the 
court,  that  the  body  of  the  debtor  could  not  be 
taken,  he  was  surprised  to  find  that  instances  had 
occurred  in  which  the  clerk  of  the  court  had 
issued  the  ca.  sa.,  and  it  had  been  executed  by  the 
deputy  marshal.  Mr.  J.  was  convinced,  from  the 
,inK>rmatioB  he  had  received,  that  this  procedure 
had  taken  place  in  consequence  of  sonpe  misun- 
derstanding as  to  the  extent  of  the  opinion  of  the 
court ;  and  he  hoped  the  practice  would  conform 
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to  the  statutes  of  the  States,  until  the  ultimate  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Ck>urt,  or  until  it  could  be 
ascertained  whether  Congress  would  expressly,  by 
law,  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt;  or  whether 
they  would  modify  the  law  and  make  it  more  de- 
finite and  precise.  He  was  happy  to  believe  that 
public  sentiment  was  in  favor  of  this  measure ; 
and  he  conceived  this  sentiment  to  be  something 
like  an  instruction  to  Congress.  He  was  happy 
to  find  that  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  in 
his  excellent  message,  had  recommended  this  sub- 
ject to  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature  of  that 
State. 

Mr.  J.  concluded,  by  expressing  a  hope  that,  in 
offering  these  briel  views,  he  had  not  trespassed 
on  the  rules  of  the  Senate.  The  remarks  he 
had  offered  were  not  for  the  pleasure  of  talking, 
but  were  drawn  from  him  by  a  sense  of  duty — 
believing  that  the  importance  of  the  subject  de* 
manded  the  early  attention  of  Congress. 


Weonesoay,  December  11. 

James  D'Wolf,  from  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Phintations,  attended  this 
day. 

Mr.  Talbot  submitted  the  following  motions 
for  consideration : 

Retoivedt  That  so  maoh  of  the  President's  Message 
as  relates  to  the  repairs,  preservation,  and  superin- 
tendence of  the  national  road  from  Cumberland  to 
Wheeling,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Resolved,  That  that  part  of  the  President's  Message 
which  recommends  the  adoption  of  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  shall 
vest  in  the  Congress  thereof,  powers  adequate  to  the 
adoption  and  carrying  into  dSect  a  system  of  internal 
improvements  throughout  the  Union,  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  tenth  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  further  provisions,  by  law, 
regulating  the  leasing  and  working  the  lead  mines 
of  the  United  States,  and  agreed  thereto. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lowrie,  the  Message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  together  with 
the  accompanying  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
on  the  number,  value,  and  position,  of  the  copper 
mines,  on  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Superior, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given,  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Louisiana,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce 
a  bill  to  enable  the  holders  of  French,  British,  and 
Spanish  titles  to  lands  within  the  State  of  Louisi« 
ana,  which  have  not  been  recognised  as  valid  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  to  institute 
proceedings  to  try  the  validity  thereof,  and  for  other 
purposes.  The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  bill  concerninff  the  lands  to  be  granted  to 
the  State  of  Missouri  tor  the  purposes  of  education, 
and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lancib. 


Mr.  Lloto,  of  Massachusetts,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

BtMohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  re- 
quested to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  statement,  exhibit* 
ing  the  amount,  in  the  aggregate^  of  the  goods,  want, 
and  meKhandisc,  exported  from  the  United  Statei  to 
France,  and  imported  from  thence,  in  each  year,  fron 
and  alter  the  year  1614,  to  the  year  1820 ;  discriiii- 
nating,  in  the  exports,  between  articles  of  the  growtht 
prodoce,  or  maonfactare  of  the  United  States,  tad 
those  of  foreign  countries ;  and,  also,  stating  the  lu* 
tional  character  of  the  vessels  in  which  such  exports 
and  imports  have  been  made. 


Thursuay,  December  12. 

Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  petition  of  Rebecci 
Hodgson,  widow  and  representative  of  Joseph 
Hodgson,  deceased,  praying  the  payment  of  inter- 
est on  a  sum  allowed  to  her.  The  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  so  much  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as 
respects  our  relations  with  foreign  nations,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  HoLMBa,  of  Mississippi,  called  up  the  peti- 
tion of  John  M.  Whitney,  and  John  Snodgrass,  io 
behalf  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Alexandei 
Montgomery,  decease,  praying  that  a  law  mai 
be  passed,* directing  a  warrant  to  be  issued  to  thea 
for  a  quantity  of  land,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi 
as  an  indemnity  for  a  like  quantity  of  their  laM 
improperly  disposed  of  by  the  register  and  receivd 
of  the  land  office  west  of  Pearl  river ;  and  the  pe- 
tition was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  ai 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  RuoQLBs  presented  the  petition  of  Danie 
Sevmrd,  stating  that  he  purchased  a  tract  of  laD( 
of  the  United  States,  lying  in  the  Sute  of  Ohic 
and  that  a  part  thereof  hath  been  taken  from  hin 
by  judicial  process,  and  praying  a  reimbursemen 
01  the  money  paid  for  such  part,  together  with  th^ 
amount  of  his  costs,  and  other  expenses,  in  defend 
ing  the  same ;  the  .petition  was  read,  and  referret 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Rodney  submitted  the  following  motioi 
for  consideration : 

Raoivedt  Thai  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  tx 
directed  to  inqoiie  into  the  expediency  of  continaini 
in  foroe  the  act,  entitled  '*An  act  to  protect  the 
merce  of  the  United  States^  and  to  punish  the  crime 
piracy ;"  and,  also,  of  making  such  further  proTisioDi 
on  the  subject  as  may  be  deemed  proper  for  the  sec 
rity  of  our  citizens,  the  safety  of  our  commerce,  aoi 
the  punishment  of  the  offence. 

The  PRBatuRNT  communicated  the  petition 
Alexander  and  Sylvester  Humphrey^  prapog 
demnification  for  damages  to  a  whart,  which  t 
had  contracted  to  build  for  the  United  States, 
Staten  Island,  as  stated  in  the  petition;  whi 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Coi 
merce  and  Manufactures. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of 
motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  the  11th  instant,  reqo 
ing  certain  information  relative  to  exports  av 
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imports  to  and  from  France;  and  the  Mime  bar- 1 
lug  been  modified,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Raoieedy  Thftt  the  PrevKIent  of  the  United  States 
be  reqaeitfld  to  cause  to  b»  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
lUtement,  ethibiting  the  amount,  in  the  aggregate,  of 
the  goods,  wsrest  and  merchandise,  exported  from  the 
United  States  to  France,  and  imported  from  thenoe» 
10  eich  year,  from  and  after  the  year  1814  to  the  jeer 
1820 ;  discnninettng,  in  the  ex  porta,  between  articles 
of  ibe  growth,  produce,  or  manuiactore  of  the  United 
Staiet,  sad  those  of  foreign  countries ;  and  also  stating 
the  national  character  of  the  vessels  in  which  si^ch  ex* 
ports  tnd  importe  have  been  made. 

Mr.  Eaton  called  up  the  petition,  presented  at 
ibe  last  session  of  Congress,  of  the  executors  of 
ihe  last  will  and  testament  of  Thomas  Carr,  of 
Georgia)  deceased,  praying  compensation  for  cer^ 
laia  land.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Poblic  Lands. 

Mr.  D'WoLP  gate  notice  that  he  should,  on 
Moaday,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  allow  a 
drawback  on  the  exportation  of  cordage  manofac- 
tured  in  the  United  States  from  foreign  hemp. 

Mr.  Parhott,  agreeably  to  notice  which  he  had 
previously  given,  and  having  obtained  leave,  in- 
troduced a  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  five 
buodred  and  fifty  copies  of  the  sixth  volume  of 
the  digested  Laws  of  the  United  States,  published 
b^  Davis  &  Force ;  and  the  bill  was  read. 

The  resolttion  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr. 
Talbot,  to  refer  to  a  select  committee  so  much 
of  the  President's  Message  as  relates  to  the  repair 
aad  preservation  of  the  Cumberland  Road,  was 
ukeo  up  and  agreed  to;  and  Messrs.  Talbot, 
Edwards,  Mili^,  Rooney,  and  Kino,  of  New 
York,  were  chosen  the  committee. 

The  second  resolution,  submitted  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Talbot,  was  also  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barton,  that  part  of  the 
President's  Message  which  relates  to  the  lead 
mines  of  the  United  States,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowiDg  resolution  for  consideration : 

^ooM,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
iflfitracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  modifying 
Ae  Judiciary  system  of  the  United  States  so  as  to 
make  it  aniform  throughout  the  Union,  by  establishing 
rireitit  eomis  in  the  new  States. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine  submitted  the  following 
rttolution  for  consideration : 

i(uolvcd.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
^ftTQcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
h  i>v  for  the  better  security  of  the  public  moneys  in 
the  hands  of  clerks  of  courts  and  attorneys,  marshals, 
lod  their  depoties. 

SUPPRESSION  OF  PIRACY. 

Mr.  Plcasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
.\fiairs,  reforted  the  following  bill,  which  was 
fwice  read  by  general  consent  : 

Br  it  enacted,  4'e.,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
^0  Prendfnt  of  the  United  Statea  to  afl^rd  more  efli- 
Bent  protfction  to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
bin  ibe  lepredations  of  pirates  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
^  ^  West  India  seas,  the  sam  of dollars  is 


hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  oot  of  any  money  in 
the  Treaaory,  not  otherwise  appropriated ;  which  sam 
shall  be  used  by  the  President  in  providing  such  an 
additional  force  as  in  hie  judgment  shall  be  best  cal- 
culated to  answer  the  end  aforeeaid. 

[Accompanying  this  bill,  Mr.  Pleasants  laid 
before  the  Senate  a  communication  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Naval 
Committee,  furnishing  estimates  of  the  additional 
force  deemed  necessary  for  the  suppression  of 

Eiracy,  and  the  expense  thereof.    The  Secretary, 
aving  the  concurring  opinion  of  the  Navy  Board 
in  ita  favor,  recommends  an  additional  force,  of 

First,  1  steamboat  of  90  to  120  tons,  to  carry  two 
18  pounders,  and  two  12  pounders,  upon  travelling 
carriages,  so  as  to  fire  from  any  part  of  the  vessel. 
Second,*  10  fast  sailing  schooners,  of  45  to  60  tons 
burden,  to  draw  not  more  than  5  to  7  feet  water ; 
each  to  be  armed  with  one  long  12  or  18  pounder, 
mounted  on  a  circle,  with  two  12  pound  carron- 
ades,  with  the  necessary  number  of  small  arms ; 
to  row  from  20  to  24  sweeps :  and,  Third,  5  light 
double  bark  cutters,  each  to  row  20  oars,  and 
adapted  to  carry  40  men,  well  armed  with  mtis- 
kets,  pistols,  boarding  pikes,  cutlasses,  dbc. 

The  whole  cost  of  procuring  these  additional 
vessels  and  of  eouipping  and  fitting  them  for  ser- 
vice, is  estimated  at  $44,000.] 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr.  Lloto,  of 
Massachusetts,  respectively,  gave  notice  that  they 
should  ask  leave,  on  Monday,  to  introduce  bills, 
the  former  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  C^eor^e  Shannon, 
and  the  latter  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Walley  and 
Foster. 


Mono  AY,  December  16. 

The  PRCsincNT  communicated  a  letter  from 
James  Pleasants,  notifying  the  resignation  of  his 
seat  in  the  Senate,  whicn  was  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  President  was 
requested  to  notify  the  Executive  of  the  State  of 
Virginia  of  this  resignation. 

Mr.  LowRiE,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Samuel  H.  Walley  and  Henry  G. 
Foster;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given,  Mr.  D'Wolf  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  allowing  a 
drawback  on  the  exportation  of  cordage  manufac- 
tured in  the  United  States  from  foreign  hemp;  and 
the  bill  was  read)  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given,  Mr  JonivaoN.  of 
Kentucky,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  Qeorge  Shannon.  The 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Rodney  presented  the  memorial  of  Benja- 
min I.  Sbain,  master  of  the  schooner  Ajax,  stating 
that,  whilst  at  the  Havana,  an  unprovoked  and 
murderous  outrage  and  robbery  was  eommitted  on 
the  person  and  property  of  the  memorialist  and 
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others,  and  proyiiig  the  efficient  interposition  of 
Government.  The  memorial  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  FiNDLAT  presented  the  petition  of  Watson 
Atkinson,  praying  that  the  duty  on  the  importa- 
tion of  square  iron  wire  mav  be  reduced  to  fifteen 
per  centum  ad  valorem.  The  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Alexander  A.  White,  of  Louisiana,  praving 
the  right  of  pre-emption  to  a  tract  of  land  on 
which  he  has  settled,  and  erected  improvements. 
The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Johnson  also  called  up  the  petition  of 
Marie  Louise  de  la  Gautrois,  widow  of  Kran9ois 
Cronsonlin,  deceased,  praying  the  confirmation  of 
her  title  to  a  tract  or  land  in  Louisiana.  The 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  RooNEY  called  up  the  petition,  heretofore 
presented,  of  Joseph  Forrest,  ot  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, praying  compensation  for  the  loss  of  a 
certain  schooner,  called  the  William  Yeaton, 
chartered  in  the  month  of  May,  1B12,  to  the  agent 
of  the  United  States,  to  take  a  car^o  of  provisions 
from  New  York  to  Laguira,  which  was  seized 
and  condemned  by  the  Spanish  Government. 
The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  a 
member  was  added  to  the  Committee  on  iNaval 
Affairs,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Pleasants  ;  and  Mr. 
Macon  was  appointed. 

Mr.  RuGOLEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Jan- 
ney,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution, 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted. 

Mr.  D'WoLF  presented  the  memorial  of  Ste- 

{\hen  T.  Nortbam,  and  others,  of  Newport,  Rhode 
sland,  merchants  and  distillers,  praying  that  the 
duties  which  accrued  and  were  paid  by  them  for 
their  distillery,  whilst  its  operations  were  suspend- 
ed in  consequence  of  the  injury  sustained  by  the 
inundation  of  the  23d  of  September,  1815,  may  be 
remitted.  The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  12th  instant,  for  directing  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  further  provisions  by  law  for 
the  suppression  of  piracy,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  12th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  modifying  the  judicial  system  of 
the  United  States,  and  agreed  thereto.  ' 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  12th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Cominittee  on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  better  se- 
curity of  public  moneys  in  the  hands  of  clerks  of 
courts,  and  attorneys,  marshals,  and  their  depu- 
tiesy  and  agreed  thereto. 


The  bill  to  enable  the  holders  of  the  Freoch, 
British,  and  Spanish  titles  to  land  within  ibe 
State  of  Louisiana,  which  have  not  been  recog- 
nised as  valid  by  the  Government  of  the  Unitpd 
States,  to  institute  proceedings  to  try  the  ralidiiyi 
thereof,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr.  Chandler  presented  the  petition  of  Amos 
Nicholls,  of  the  State  of  Maine,  praying  compfn- 
sation  for  seven  months'  services  as  a  clerk  io  the 
Navy  Department,  in  the  years  1818  and  1S19 
The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  laid  on  the  table  reso- 
lutions, referring,  to  the  appropriate  committees, 
such  pftrts  of  the  President's  Messase  at  tbeopeo- 
ing  of  the  session,  as  relate,  1st.  To  the  Com- 
mercial Intercourse  with  the  British  West  Indies, 
d^. ;  2d.  The  Territorial  Government  of  Flori- 
da ;  3d.  To  the  Finances ;  4(h.  To  the  Military' 
Establishment,  Fortifications,  and  the  Militarr 
Academy ;  5th.  To  Naval  Affiurs ;  6th.  To  Id- 
dians;  7th.  To  Manufactures;  and  8th.  To  die 
Independent  Grovernments  in  America  south  of 
the  United  States. 

The  Pbbsidbnt  communicated  the  petition  of 
Joshua  Clark,  of  Missouri,  alleging  that  he  has 
been  unjustly  depri?ed  of  bis  wages,  as  a  marlDer, 
by  William  Lee,  late  Consul  of  the  United  Srate< 
at  Bordeaux,  and  praying  indemnification.  The 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  a  number 
of  copies  of  the  siith  volume  of  the  Laws  of  the 
United  States,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Macon  presented  the  petition  of  A.  F 
Macneiil,  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  prar- 
ing  relief  in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts  vith 
the  Treasury  Department.  The  petition  was  read.! 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  ot  Claims. 

Mr.  JoBNSON,  of  Kentucky,  gave  notice  that 
to-morrow  he  should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  the  release  of  Amos  Muzzy  and  Benjamio 
White  from  imprisonment 

SUPPRESSION  OF  PIRACY. 

The  Senate,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
took  up,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill 

making  an  appropriation  of dollars  "  for  the 

purpose  of  enabling  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  afibrd  more  efficient  protection  to  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  from  the  depreda- 
tions of  pirates  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  the 
West  India  seas,  by  providing  such  additional 
force  as  in  his  judgment  shall  be  best  calcu* 
lated  to  answer  that  end." 

The  Senate  had  made  some  progroif  ia  the 
consideration  of  this  bill,  and  had  ado]^ed  one  or 
two  verbal  amendments  to  it,  when      ii 

The  bill  which  passed  the  House  of  Mepreseoi- 
atives  on  Friday  last,  on  the  same  su(.  )ject,  wa> 
brought  up  by  the  Clerk  of  that  Housek  for  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate.  \     , 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  (who  thotfligbt  it 
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lest,  before  the  Senate  proceeded  further  with  their 
iWD  bill,  that  they  should  see  what  course  the 
iher  House  had  adopted  on  this  subject,)  the 
{eoate  laid  their  own  bill  on  the  table,  and  took 
ip  the  bill  of  the  House  of  Representati?es. 
This  bill  was  then  twice  read,  by  general  con-  ; 
eDi,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  its  consideration  ' 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

[The  bill  of  the  House  of  Representatives  provides, 
'  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and 
le  hereby  is,  authorized  to  purchase  or  construct  a  suf- 
ident  nomber  of  yessels,  in  addition  to  those  now 
impb;ed,  of  such  burden  and  construction  as  he  may 
leem  necessary,  and  to  fit,  equip,  and  man  the  same 
for  imoediata  service,  for  the  purpose  of  repressing 
uncy,  and  of  adbrding  efieetuaJ  protection  to  the  cit- 
tt&t  and  comnerce  of  the  United  States  in  the  Gulf 
f  31exico,  and  the  seas  and  territories  adjacent ;  and 
bat  the  sum  of  — —  dollars  be  appropriated  to  meet 
b«  expenditure  to  be  incurred  as  aforesaid,  and  paid 
atofaay  nu>ney  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  ap- 
fopriatcd."] 

The  bill  having  been  read  through — 
Mr.  Babbour  rose  to  move  that  the  bill  of  the 
Senate  be  substituted  for  that  of  the  House  of 
iepreseatatives,  by  adopting  it  as  an  amendment 
hereto.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  bill  of  the 
Seoate  was  preferable  to  the  other,  in  the  nlan 
vhich  it  proposed  for  adoption.  The  bill  or  the 
ither  House,  he  said,  appropriated  the  fund  pro- 
K)$ed  to  be  applied  to  tlie  object  to  specific  pur- 
OSes,  leaving  no  discretion  with  the  Executive  in 
ts  application ;  whereas,  the  bill  of  the  Senate 
eft,  as  it  ought  to  leave,  the  appropriation  of  the 
aoney  to  the  President's  discretion,  without  any 
OQtrol  or  limitation  of  that  sort.  In  all  warlike 
bjects  he  thought  it  was  consistent  with  the  the- 
nr  of  our  Government,  to  leave  the  application 
f  money,  exce|>t  in  cases  of  great  urgency,  to  the 
iscretion  and  judgment  of  the  Executive.  Con- 
Te$s  could  not  anticipate  the  various  phases 
rbich  might  arise,  and  could  not  judge  what 
aighc  be  the  most  judicious  mode  of  applying 
he  appropriation  to  atmin  the  object  in  view. 
The  theory  of  the  Constitution  preferred  that  the 
Qeans  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  President, 
rho  is  responsible  to  the  nation  for  the  applica- 
lOQ  of  the  money  and  the  mode  of  conducting 
^e  defence  of  the  country,  or  other  warlike  mea- 
ires.  He,  for  this  reason,  thought  it  expedient 
>  adopt  the  bill  of  the  Senate  in  preference  to 
lit  of  the  other  House.  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  ob- 
frved  that  it  had  been  questioned  elsewhere,  [al- 
idiog  obviously  to  the  debate  which  had  Uken 
lace  in  the  House  of  Represenuiti  ves  on  Friday,] 
ow  far  the  power  of  the  President  reached  in  the 
aoishment  of  those  bucaniers;  and  although 
Kre  was  perhaps  no  necessity  for  introducing  in 
)e  bill  any  instructions  to  the  Executive  on  this 
^iot,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  avowing  it  as  his 
pinion,  that  pirates  miffht  be  pursued  and  seized 
» a  neutral  territory.  Mr.  B.  would  not  say  that 
nr  officers  might  go  into  a  neutral  territory  in 
:trch  of  those  outlaws ;  but  he  had  no  doubt,  in 
le  heat  of  pursuit,  they  might  be  followed  and 
inisbed  in  the  territory  of  a  neutral  Power.  The 
17th  Con.  2d  Sbsb.— 2 


principle  he  took  to  be  the  same  as  that  which 
prevailed  in  municipal  regulations.  You  may  not 
of  right  go  into  the  pounds  of  a  neighbor  to  start 
the  chase;  but,  having  started  it  elsewhere,  vou 
may  pursue  it  into  your  neighbor's  limits.  Mr. 
B.  did  not  believe  any  nation  or  any  authority 
would  feel  itself  aggrieved  b^  having  those  free- 
booters pursued  within  its  jurisdiction  for  punish- 
ment, or  could  so  far  sympathize  with  such  atro- 
cious beings  as  not  to  rejoice  in  their  extermina- 
tion— beings  who  were  hostea  humani  generis — who 
bore  the  mark  of  Cain  upon  their  foreheads — 
whose  hand  was  raised  against  every  man — ^who. 
therefore,  deserved  death  at  every  man's  hand,  ana 
whom  it  was  just  and  proper  to  exterminate  wnere- 
soever  they  could  be  found.  He  concluded,  by 
hoping  the  Senate  would  agree  to  his  motion  to 
take  its  own  bill  in  preference  to  that  of  the  other 
House. 

Mr.  Chandler  thought  it  of  importance  to  act 
with  the  greatest  decree  of  promptitude  on  this 
subject;  that  as  he  did  not  see  any  material  dif- 
ference between  the  two  bills,  and  the  adoption  of 
the  Senate's  bill  in  preference  to  the  other  would 

Kroduce  a  delay  of  at  least  one  day,  (as  it  woulcT 
e  necessary  to  send  the  substitute  to  the  other 
House  for  concurrence,)  he  should  vote  against 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Louisiana,  could  not  perceive 
between  the  two  bills  any  essential  difierence. 
One  contained  a  simple  appropriation  authorizing 
the  President  to  build  or  purchase  additional  ves- 
sels to  put  down  piracy ;  the  other  appropriated 
the  money,  leaving  the  details  of  its  application 
with  the  Executive.  There  was  in  this,  no  diflfer- 
ence  sufficient  to  justify  delay,  and  he  should 
regret  to  see  any  created  by  an  unnecessary 
amendment. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  recited  the  provisions 
of  the  two  bills  to  show  that  there  was  no  sub- 
stantial difference  between  them ;  and  he  thought 
it  was  hardly  worth  while  to  send  the  bill  back  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  trifling  dif- 
ference in  form  which  existed.  The  President 
would  have  the  same  powers  substantially,  in  one 
case,  as  the  other,  and  would  no  doubt,  under 
either,  adopt  the  course  he  should  think  best  to  ac- 
complish tne  object  in  view. 

Mr.  Barbour  remarked  that  he  had  intended  to 
express  to  the  Senate  his  willingness,  if  it  should 
be  deemed  necessary,  to  insert  a  clause  in  the  bill 
authorizing  the  Executive  to  pursue  the  bucaniers 
whithersoever  they  mi^bt  fly;  because  he  believed 
it  would  be  right  and  lawful  to  do  so ;  but  he  did 
not  know  that  such  an  instruction  was  necessary. 
He  proceeded  further  to  justify  his  preference  of 
the  bill  of  the  Senate  to  that  from  the  other 
House;  he  believed  there  was  a  substantial  and 
material  difference  between  them,  rendering  the 
one  more  expedient  than  the  other,  and  asked  if 
four-and-twenty  hours  could  he  so  important  a  de- 
lay as  to  induce  the  Senate  to  adopt  an  exception- 
able bill  merely  to  save  that  much  time  ?  In  one 
of  those  bills  the  President  was  peremptorily  di- 
rected to  build  or  purchase  additional  vessels,  and 
if  it  should  appear  to  the  President  that  the  oDJect 
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could  be  arrived  at  more  promptly  bv  any  other 
course,  he  would  not  be  permitted  to  depart  from 
the  strict  regulations  of  the  law.  By  tne  bill  of 
the  Senate  all  the  power  was  conferred  on  the 
Executive,  without  limiting  him  as  to  the  mode  by 
which  he  might  aflford  additional  protection  to 
our  commerce  against  the  pirates.  This  being,  in 
his  view,  an  important  difference — the  difference 
between  specific  and  general  powers — he  hoped 
the  Senate  would  adopt  their  own  bill,  instead  of 
the  one  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  rejoined,  that  the  House 
bill  could  mean  nothing  dinerent  from  what  was 
intended  by  the  Senate's  bill.  The  former  au- 
thorized the  President  to  procure  additional  naval 
£Drce — ^the  latter  could  mean  only  the  same  thing, 
unkss,  indeed,  it  was  thought  practicable  for  the 
President  to  send  the  Army  or  the  militia  out 
against  the  pirates ;  but  as  it  was  not  probable  the 
Executive  would  think  of  ordering  either  the 
Army  or  the  militia  out  on  this  service,  the  bill  of 
the  Senate  could  authorize  nothing  else  than  na- 
val force,  though  it  did  not  expresuy  say  so.  The 
House  bill  merely  specified  what  the  Senate's  bill 
intended,  and  could  only  produce;  and  as  it  would 
save  time  to  pass  the  former,  he  hoped  the  amend- 
ment would  not  be  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Barbour's 
motion  to  substitute  the  Senate's  bill  for  that  of 
the  other  House,  and  was  decided  in  the  negative 
««-aves  15,  noes  22. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading  by 
general  consent ;  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  it  was  read  a  third 
time,  without  objection,  passed,  rtem.  con,  and  re- 
turned to  the  other  House. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  supplementary  to  <An  act 
relating  to  the  ransom  of  American  captives  of 
the  late  war ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable 
the  proprietors  of  lands,  held  by  titles  derived 
from  the  United  States,  to  obtain  copies  of  papers 
from  the  proper  department,  and  to  declare  the 
effect  of  such  copies  ;*'  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
repeal  the  third  section  of  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  con- 
cerning navigation;"  and,  also,  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  authorizing  an  additional  naval  force  for 
the  suppression  of  piracy ;"  in  which  bills  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  said  four  bills  were  read,  and  severally 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 


Tuesoay,  December  17. 

Samuel  Smith,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  in  place  of 
William  Pinkney,  deceased,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

MoNTFORT  Stokeb,  from  the  State  of  North 
Carolina;  and,  also,  William  R.  King,  fromths 
State  of  Alabama,  severally  attended  this  day. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  presented  the  petition 
of  Joseph  Emerson,  in  behali  of  himself  and  oth- 


ers, praying  indemnification  for  the  loss  of  a  re 
sel  and  cargo,  captured  and  condemned  ia  t^ 
year  1796,  under  a  decree  of  the  French  Goren 
ment,  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations  and  tb 
terms  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  Suu 
and  France.  The  petition  was  read,  and  refem 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  RuooLES,  from  the  Committee  of  Claim 
to  which  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bi 
for  the  relief  of  John  Byers,  accompanied  by 
report.  The  bill  and  report  were  read,  and  tl 
bill  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  PuU 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Jot 
M.  Whitney  and  John  Snodgrass,  m  behalf  of  ti 
legal  representatives  of  Alexander  Montsomei 
deceased,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  bei 
and  representatives  of  Alexander  Mootgomer 
deceased.  The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  d 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  same  committer, 
which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Nicholas  Wa 
and  William  A.  Carr,  executors  of  Thomas  Cn 
deceased,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bi 
for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  John  Doi 
elson,  Thomas  Carr,  hnd  others.  Thereporuo 
bill  were  read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  the  seci*ii 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  \\ 
motions  of  the  16th  instant,  for  referring  to  rai 
ous  committees  the  Message  of  the  President  | 
the  United  States,  and  agr^  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tl 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  «| 
referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Janney,  of  Virgioi 
and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved  that  i 
prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  supplementary 
'  An  act  relating  to  the  ransom  of  American  ca 
lives  of  the  late  war,"  was  read  the  second  tio 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military^ 
fairs. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  enable  the  propr 
tors  of  lands  held  by  titles  derived  from  the  Unit 
States,  to  obtain  copies  of  papers  from  the  pioF 
department,  and  to  declare  the  effect  ol  su 
copies,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referredj 
ti)e  Committee  on  Public  Lancb. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  repeal  the  thi 
section  of  the  act  entitled  'An  act  supplemeotl 
to  an  Act  entitled  'An  act  coneerning  oarii 
tion,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Mills  called  up  the  petition,  hereto^ 
presented,  of  Samuel  F.  Hoocer,  of  New  Yij 
pravine  compensation  for  certain  naval  supply 
and,  abo,  another  petition  of  the  said  petitiod 
praying  indemnification  for  property  captured | 
the  British  during  the  late  war,  which  capu 
was  occasioned  by  his  vessel  having  received  ij 
plies  intended  for  the  American  Army  at  Fl 
George.  The  petitions  were  severally  read.  ^ 
respective! V  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Clai^ 

Agreeably  to  notice  given,  Mr.  JobnsonJ 
Kentucky,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introi 
a  bill  for  the  release  of  Amos  Muzzy  and  Btf| 
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lia  White,  from  imprisonment.  The  bill  was 
nrice  read,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to 
^e  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 


Wednesday,  December  18. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  tbe 
allowing  motion  for  consideration : 

RtMoivedt  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
ostructed  to  inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
he  State  of  Teaneeeee  to  sell,  on  such  terms  aa  the 
>gisUtare  of  said  State  may  think  proper,  all  the 
r&cant  land  lying^  eaet  and  north  of  the  line  described 
A  the  firrt  section  of  the  act  of  C<Migre68,  passed  the 
I8ih  April,  1806,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
Stite  of  Tenncflsee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to 
xrtain  lands  therain  described,  and  to  aettle  the 
:laiiDs  to  the  Tacanl  and  unappropriated  lands  within 
lie  Stete  of  Tenneasee." 

Mr.  Ware  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Huohied,  That  the  Milttaiy  Committee  inquire  into 
!be  expedient  of  providing  by  law  for  the  final  settle* 
Dent  of  the  militia  claims  of  tbe  State  of  Georgia,  for 
lervicet  tendered,  under  or4ers  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  daring  the  years  1792,  1793,  and 
1794. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  petition  of  Richard 
O'Brien,  praying  that  his  accounts,  as  Consul 
GeDeral  at  Algiers,  may  be  settled  upon  principles 
Dr<>quity  and  justice,  with  a  reference  to  the  cus- 
toms>  and  us^ages  in  the  Barbary  States.  The 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  concerning 
the  lands  to  be  granted  to  the  Slate  of  Missouri, 
for  the  purposes  of  education,  and  for  other  public 
Q^s,  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Ohio,  submitted  the  following 
tnotion  for  consideration ; 

Ritohedy  That  a  standing  committee  of  fi^e  mem- 
ben  be  appointed  on  the  sabject  of  Roads  and  Canals- 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Van  Dtkb,  the  Committee 
oo  Poblic  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill 
entitled  ^' An  act  to  enable  the  proprietors  of  lands, 
beld  by  titles  derived  from  the  United  States,  to 
obtaio  copies  of  papers  from  the  proper  depart- 
BMQt,  and  to  declare  the  effect  of  such  copies," 
vere  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  the  exporta- 
tion of  cordage  manufactured  in  the  United  States, 
from  foreign  hemp,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Maonfactures. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  H.  Walley  and 
Henry  G.  Foster  was  read  the  second  time. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt  was 
K^d  the  second  tmie. 

The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  George  Shannon  was 
tead  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions.' 

Mr.  JoBK0Oif ,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  peti- 


tion of  George  Shannon,  of  Lexington,  Kentucky, 
proving  an  increase  of  pension.  The  petition  was 
reaa,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Barbodr  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  extend  the 
charter  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Byers  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
John  Dbnelson,  Thomas  Carr,  and  others,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  represen- 
tatives of  Alexander  Montgomery,  deceased,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  William  Pearce,  and  others,  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Gloucester,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, praying  the  aid  of  the  Greneral  Grovem- 
raent  in  the  removal  of  the  obstruction  to  the 
navigation  between  Ipswich  Bay  and  Boston  Bay. 
The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  KiMO,  of  Alabama,  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration : 

Ruohed,  That  th«  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instracted  to  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  allowing 
to  the  State  of  Alabama  three  representatives,  in  con- 
formity with  the  second  section  of  the  act  entitled 
*'  An  act  for  the  apportionment  of  Representatives 
among  the  several  States,  according  to  the  fourth 
census.*' 


Tburbday,  December  19. 

Mr.  D'WoLF,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  the  exportation 
of  cordage  manufactured  in  the  United  States, 
from  foreign  hemp,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  JoBNSON,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Samud  Hodgson,  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, who  became,  in  the  year  1804,  one  of  the 
sureties  of  John  Smith,  of  the  State  of  Ohio^  as 
contractor  for  supplying  with  provisions  the  United 
States  troops,  on  or  about  the  Mississippi,  praying 
the  interposition  of  Congress  for  relief,  in  the  set- 
tlement of  said  Smith's  accounts.  The  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  was  taken  up : 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instracted  to  inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
to  the  State  of  Alabama  three  Representatives,  in  con- 
formity with  the  second  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
**An  act  for  the  apportionment  of  Repreaentatives 
among  the  several  States,  according  to  the  fourth 
census." 

Mr.  K.  read  to  the  Senate  the  section  referred 
to,  and  adverted  to  the  additional  return  that  had 
bc«n  made  from  Alabama,  to  show  the  propriety 
of  the  proposed  inquiry. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  called  up  the  petition 
of  Greorge  Ulmer,  presented  at  the  last  session  of 
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Coogresx,  who  bad  the  conmiaiid  of  the  UDited 
States'  troops  and  Tolonteers  at  Eastport,  in  the 
year  1813,  praying  compensation  for  certain  ord- 
nance taken  from  the  enemy,  as  stated  in  the  peti- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Afl&irs. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hoose  hare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  clothing  the 
militia,  when  called  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States ;''  and  also  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  con- 
cerning the  disbursement  of  public  money;"  in 
which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  18th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorizing  the  State  of  Tennessee 
to  sell  certain  vacant  land,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  18th  instant^  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afiaurs  to  inquire  into  the 
ezpediencv  of  providing  by  law  for  the  final  settle- 
ment of  tne  militia  claims  o£  the  State  of  Geor- 
^,  for  services  rendered  under  orders  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  during  the  years  1792, 
1793,  and  1794,  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  RuGOLEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  Re- 
becca Hodgson,  (who  prays  that  interest  mav  be 
granted  to  her,  on  the  long-standing  claim  which 
was  allowed  to  her  by  an  act  of  last  session;)  and 
the  report  was  read,  and  agreed  to. 

In  courtesy  to  Mr.  BarbodRj  (who  being  in  the 
minority  yesterday  on  the  question,  of  course  could 
not  make  the  motion,)  Mr.  Ruggles  moved  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  by  which  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  unfavorable  to  the  petition 
of  Joseph  Janney  was  a^eed  to ;  and  the  reconsid- 
eration was  a^eed  to,  leaving  the  question  open 
to  future  decision.  [Mr.  Janney  prays  compensa- 
tion for  buildin|;8  and  other  property  destroyed  by 
the  enemy,  during  the  late  war,  in  consequence  of 
its  occupancy  by  militia.] 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

Kuolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Mtlitaiy  Aflairs 
be  instructed  to  inqnire  into  the  eipediency  of  erect- 
ing a  national  armory  on  the  Western  waters. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  called  up  the  pe- 
tition, heretofore  presented,  of  Robert  Purdy,  late 
colonel  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States, 
praying  remuneration  for  certain  expenditures  in- 
curred hy  him  in  performance  of  his  duties  in 
endeavoring  to  enforce  his  order  prohibiting  the 
introduction  of  spirituous  liquors  within  the  limits 
of  his  encampment,  as  stated  in  the  petition; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Afiairs. 

The  bill  concerninje^  the  lands  to  be  granted  to 
the  State  of  Missouri,  for  the  purposes  of  educa- 
tion and  other  public  uses,  was  considered  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt,  of  Rhode 


Island,  [to  release  him  four  years'  interest  oq  vm 
custom-house  bonds  given  for  duties  on  certaii 
sugars  destroyed  by  a  storm  and  inundatioa  ii 
S^tember,  1815,  provided  he  pay  the  principal  o 
said  bonds,]  was  examined  in  Committee  of  tb 
Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  thin 
reading. 

The  Senate  took  up,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Walley  and  Foster,  [an 
thorizing  the  issue  to  them  of  certain  certificate 
of  debenture,  which  are  withheld  by  reason  of  ai 
accidental  legal  informality.] 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusets,  explained  the  cii 
cumstances  of  the  case,  and  the  grounds  on  whic 
the  petitioners  were  entitled  to  t^ief ;  and  the 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  rdief  of  John  Byers  was  w 
taken  up.  [The  bill  proposes  to  allow  to  the  pel 
tioner  the  difference  between  the  par  value  of  m 
eys  advanced  by  the  Government,  and  such 
were  expended  by  him  in  the  supply  of  ratioDs  i 
Connecticut,  dec,  from  Jime,  1814,  to  May.  ISli 
and  confining  the  allowance  to  the*actual  lo^5  i 
exchange.] 

On  mis  bill  a  prettv  wide  debate  took  plae< 
embracing  the  general  question  of  the  equity  c 
indemnity  for  losses  incurred  in  time  of  war;  th 
circumstances  of  this  particular  case  to  justify  ii 
being  made  an  exception  to  the  customary  rule 
dbc.  Messrs.  Ruggles,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Moi 
RiL,  Lanman,  Brown  of  Ohio,  Brown  of  Loi 
isiana.  Van  Burbn,  and  Chandler,  took  part  I 
the  debate.  But,  before  any  question  was  take 
on  it,  the  bill  was  laid  over  to  Monday,  for  tli 
purpose  of  having  the  report  of  the  commitu 
printed. 

Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  petition  of  Janv 
Lloyd,  of  Virginia,  praying  compensation  for  ce 
tain  services  rendered,  and  expenses  incurred,  i 
testing  the  utility  of  an  inflammable  liquid.  \ 
which  he  was  the  inventor,  and  the  knowledge  i 
which  he  had  been  induced  to  surrender  to  Go 
ernment.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  i 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  JoBHsoN,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  k 
lowing  motion  for  consideration : 

Rttoked,  That  tbe  CommisBioner  of  the  Geaei 
Land  Office  be  directed  to  lay  before  the  Senate  tl 
reports  of  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  ^ 
ferent  acts  of  Conj^ss  providing  for  the  adjnstnse 
of  land  claims  \n  the  Territory  of  Orieans  and  Su 
of  Lonisiana. 

MECHANICS'  BANK  OF  ALEXANDRIA. 

Mr.  Barbour,  agreeably  to  the  notice  he  h; 
given,  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  extei 
the  charter  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandri 

In  answer  to  a  remark  which  had  dropped  fro 
some  gentleman,  Mr.  Barbour  stated  succinct 
the  reasons  which  had  induced  him  to  support  tl 
bill  at  the  last  session,  and  which  he  thou? 
would  justify  its  passage,  unless  some  objectio 
which  had  been  made,  in  reference  to  its  admi 
istration,  should  be  substantiated,  in  the  examio 
tion  which  the  committee  would  doubtless  n^a 
into  the  matter.    The  other  banks  of  the  Di^tr 
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md  been  continued,  by  renewals,  to  the  period 
rhen  the  existing  charter  of  the  United  States 
kok  should  terminate.  Mr.  B.  himself  had  pro- 
osed  that  particular  period  for  them,  because  the 
rhole  subject  would  then  come  up  together,  and 
hose  who  followed,  in  the  guidance  of  public  af- 
airs,  would  be  able  to  determine,  bv  the  lights 
rhich  experience  should  then  have  sued  on  the 
object,  whether  those  institutions  had  been  con- 
locive  to  the  public  weal  or  not,  and  decide  on  all 
hai  Congress  have  authorized  at  the  same  time. 
imoDg^^t  the  rest  of  them,  he  thought  the  Me- 
ihaoics'  Baqk  ouffht  to  be  extended  to  the  com- 
non  term,  if  no  racts  should  be  disclosed-  to  for- 
udic 

The  leave  being  granted,  the  bill  was  read  the 
bt  time,  and  the  second  time  pro /brtna ;  and,  on 
Dotion  of  Mr.  Babbodb,  was  then  referred  to  the 
)istrict  Committee. 

ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
he  following  resolution,  submitted  yesterday  by 
Jr.  Brown,  of  Ohio : 

Reaoleedy  That  a  standing  committee  of  five  men^ 
«»  be  appointed  on  the  subject  of  Roads  and  CanalX 

Mr.  Bbown  proposed  to  modify  his  resolution, 
0  as  to  make  it  one  of  the  standing  rules  of  the 
Senate,  to  appoint  at  the  commencement  of  every 
ession  a  standing  committee  on  the  subject  of 
loads  and  Canars.  He  adverted  to  the  increasing 
nterest,  as  well  as  the  importance  of  internal  im- 
provements, particularly  to  the  interior  of  the  Re- 
ublic,  which  was  rapidly  settling  and  filling  up, 
0  justify  that  subject  being  now  considered  one 
f  the  great  interests  of  the  nation,  and,  as  such, 
Btitied  to  a  regular  standing  committee  for  it. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  questioned  the  expe- 
iency  of  ingrafting  this  unsettled  subject  on  the 
taodiog  rules  of  the  Senate,  although  it  might  be 
erv  proper  to  create,  from  time  to  time,  a  com- 
ail  tee  on  it.  He  was  therefore  averse  to  the 
aodification. 

Mr.  Bbown  would  not  press  the  change  which 
ie  had  proposed,  as  it  seemed  to  be  not  entirely 
cceptable  to  the  Senate,  and  would  content  him- 
ilf  with  the  resolution,  as  originally  proposed, 
icept  so  far  as  to  insert  the  word  select  for  "  stand- 
)g*'  committee  J  which  alteration  was  agreed  to ; 
Dd  iQ  that  shape  the  resolution  was  adopted. 


Friday,  December  20. 

The  following  engrossed  bills,  ordered  yesterday 
)  be  read  a  third  time,  were  severally  read  a  third 
tme,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Represent- 
tiTcs  for  concurrence,  viz :  A  bill  concerning  the 
iudi  to  be  granted  to  the  State  of  Missouri  for 
ie  purposes  of  education,  and  other  public  uses ; 

bill  for  the  relief  of  Walley  and  Foster;  and  a 
ill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
lotion  of  the  19th  instant,  requiring  the  Commis- 
ioaer  of  the  Greneral  Land  Office  to  lay  before 
^  Senate  the  reports  of  the  commissioners  ap- 
oioted  under  the  acts  of  Congress  providing  for 


the  adjustment  of  lan()  claims  in  the  late  Terri- 
tory of  Orleans  and  State  of  Louisiana,  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition 
of^  Joseph  Janney ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  two  bills  brought  up  yesterday  for  concur- 
rence were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  19th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  erecting  a  national  armory  on  the 
Western  waters,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  representatives  of  John  Donelson,  Thomas 
Carr,  and  others ;  aiid,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, of  Mississippi,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  allowing;  a 
drawback  on  the  exportation  of  cordage  manufac- 
tured in  the  United  States  from  foreign  hemp ; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Mon< 
day  next 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebanezer  Stevens, 
and  others,  which  was  read. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Alexander  Montgomery,  deceased,  passed  through 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  on  tne  subject  of  roads  and  canals, 
in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  adopted  Yesterday, 
and  Messrs.  Brown  of  Ohio,  King  of  New  Yorx, 
Smith  of  Maryland^  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  and 
RooNEY,  were  appointed. 

Mr.  Talbot,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed on  that  subject,  reported  a  bill  making  an 
appropriation  (in  blank)  for  repairing  the  national 
road  Irom  Cumberland  to  Wheeling ;  the  bill  was 
read.. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  in  submitting  the 
following  resolution,  observed  that  the  informa- 
tion it  proposed  to  call  for  was  necessary  to  enable 
thp  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  proceed  un- 
derstandingly  in  the  inquiry  which  they  were  in- 
structed to  make  into  the  expediency  of  establish- 
ing an  armory  on  the  Western  waters ;  and,  as  it 
was  desirable  to  enable  the  committee  to  com- 
mence that  inquiry  as  early  as  practicable,  he 
deemed  it  proper  to  submit  the  resolution,  which 
he  now  laid  on  the  table : 

Resohedy  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
number  of  arms  required  annually  to  supply  the  militia, 
of  the  West,  according  to  the  acts  of  GongreiS,  the 
probable  number  necessary  to  be  placed  in  the  mili- 
tary deposites  located  or  to  be  located  on  the  Western 
waters;  the  cost  of  transportation  of  arms  to  the 
Western  States  and  deposites ;  the  probable  cost  of 
manufacturing  arms  in  the  West ;  the  probable  cost 
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of  erecting,  at  this  time  on  the  Western  watere,  sueb 
an  armory  as  that  at  Harper's  Ferry  or  at  Springfield ; 
and  such  other  information  as  he  may  deem  important 
to  establish  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of  erect- 
ing a  National  Armory. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  biU,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  William 
Sayies ;"  and,  also,  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  re- 
peal part  of  an  act  passed  by  the  State  of  Mary- 
land m  the  year  1784,  and  now  in  force  in  George- 
town, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  entitled  'An  act 
for  an  addition  to  Georgetown,  in  Montgomery 
county ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  said  two  bills  were  read,  and  severally 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  December  23. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afiairs,  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Robert  Purdy.  made  a  report,  ac- 
companied with  a  bill  for  tne  relief  ol  Robert 
Purdy ;  and  the  report  and  bill  were  read,  and  the 
bill  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  petition  of  Frede- 
rick Pearl,  praying  a  pension,  a^reeabl^r  to  the 
provisions  of  tKe  act  of  1818.  The  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Welsh,  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  praying  that  his 
name  may  be  restored  to  the  pension  roll ;  and, 
also,  the  petition  of  George  Byers,  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolution,  praying  a'  pension,  agreeably  to  the 
act  of  1818.  The  petitions  were  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  RuGGLES  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Haley,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  praying  a 
pension.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Richard  S.  Chappell,  prayine  compensa- 
tion for  certain  supplies  furnished  die  Army  of 
the  United  States.  The  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  petition 
of  James  Shackelford,  and  others,  praying  the 
pre-emption  to  a  quarter  section  of  land,  for  public 
uses,  in  the  county  of  Perry,  in  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama \  and,  also,  the  petition  of  Jacob  Lindsay, 
and  others,  citizens  of  Marengo  county,  in  the 
State  of  Alabama,  praying  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion to  a  quarter  section  of  land,  for  the  purpose 
of  erecting  thereon  a  courthouse  and  prison.  The 
petitions  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  tor  consideration : 

RtBohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
the  time  for  locating  Virginia  military  land  warrants, 
and  returning  surveys  thereon  to  the  General  Land 
OlBee. 


Mr.  Noble  submitted  the  following  motion  f 
consideration : 

Resolvtd,  That  the  select  committee  on  roads  ai 
canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
modifying  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  **  An  act 
authorize  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  h 
ont  the  road  therein  mentioned/'  in  such  manner  th 
the  road  named  in  the  said  act  shall  be  laid  out  throa; 
Columbns,  Indianopolis,  and  Yandaiia,  the  seats 
government  of  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  II 
nois;  and  to  inquire,  also,  into  the  expediency 
making  a   further  appropriation  for  the  purpose 
completing  the  location  of  said  road.       % 

Mr.  Dickerbon,  from  the  Committee  on  Coi 
merce  and  Manufactures,  to  which  the  subj< 
was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the   relief 
Alexander  and  Sylvester  Humphrey.     The  fa 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barton,  the  Committee 
Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition 
Richard  O'Brien,  were  discharged  from  the  fi 
ther  consideration  thereof,  and  it  was  referred 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  t 
niotion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the  20 
instant,  for  information  relative  to  the  expedieo 
or  inexpediency  of  erecting,  on  the  Western  wate 
a  National  Armory,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  ciotlii 
the  militia  when  called  into  the  service  of  t 
United  States,"  w{is  read  the  second  time,  a 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Militia. 

The  bill  entitled  '^An  act  concerning  the  d 
barsement  of  public  money,"  was  read  the  seco 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finao< 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  \V 
liam  Sayies,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  repeal  part  of 
act  passed  by  the  State  of  Maryland,  in  the  yi 
1784,  and  now  in  force  in  Georgetown,  in't 
District  of  Columbia,  entitled  'An  act  for  an  s 
dition  to  Georgetown,  in  Montgomery  county 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  i 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Stevens,  a 
others,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  appropriating  moneys  for  the  purp 
of  repairing  the  national  road  from  Cumber^ 
to  Wheeling  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  as  in  Committee  of 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  allowinj 
drawback  on  the  exportation  of  cordage  manut 
tured  in  the  United  States  from  foreign  hea 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Barbour,  it  was  laid 
the  table.  ; 

JOHN  BYERS. 

The  Senate  then  again  proceeded  to  the  c^ 
sideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Byi 
on  which  a  debate  arose,  that  continued  ne^ 
two  hours,  %nd  in  which  a  large  number  of  g 
tlemen  joined.  The  debate  turned  on  the  pric 
pies  heretofore  stated,  and  on  the  particular  fa 
of  this  case,  to  justify  or  to  controvert  the  proj 
ety  of  granting  the  petitioner  indemnity  for  i 
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lepreciation  of  the  funds  furnished  him  by  the 
jorernment  during  the  late  war,  for  the  purchase 
^f  pro?isions,  which  indemDity  he  claims  under  an 
dleged  promise  of  the  then  Secretary  of  War. 
After  several  unsuccessful  motions  to  amend 
be  bill  aad  to  recommit  it,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
ie  on  the  table ;  and 

Mr.  Cbandlbr  submitted  a  motion  (in  pursu- 
taee  of  the  suggestions  he  had  made  as  to  the 
voper  mode  to  be  adopted  in  the  case,  and  in- 
xnded  as  a  substitute  for  the  bill)  ^'  directing  the 
proper  accouncins[  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  set- 
tle the  accounts  of  John  Brers,  for  rations  fumish- 
'  ed  the  troops  of  the  United  States  in  Connecticut 
'  aad  Rhode  Island,  from  the  first  day  of  June, 
'  1814,  to  the  3lBtof  May,  1815,  inclusive,  accord- 
'  log  to  such  contract  or  agreement  as  did  exist  be- 
iween  the  Secretary  of  War  and  said  John  Byers, 
prior  to  furnishing  such  rations." 
The  resolution  lies  on  the  table  with  the  bill. 


Tuesday,  December  24. 

Mr.  RcGOLEs  presented  the  petition  of  Joshua 
Russell,  of  Tyler  county,  Virginia,  praying  to  be 
confirmed  in  his  title  to  a  half  section  of  land,  in 
Ohio.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  William  Patterson,  and  others,  merchants 
iri  the  city  of  Baltimore,  praying  indemnification 
for  certain  vessels  sunk  in  the  harbor  of  that  place 
during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain.  The  me- 
norial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
Dt' Claims. 

Mr.  MiLL9  presented  the  petition  of  Ebenezer 
Olirer,  and  others,  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
praying  indemnity  for  a  quantity  of  land,  their 
claim  to  which  they  released  to  the  United  States 
DD  the  conditions  contained  in  the  act  ^'  providing 
for  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants,"  and 
the  acts  supplementary  thereto,  being  deprived  of 
the  benefits  thereof  in  consequence  of  the  miscon- 
^traciion  of  the  commissioners  respecting  their 
claims.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  RuooLEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
io  which  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Amos  Nichols.  Tche  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  HoLMBS,  of  Maine,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration : 

Rmkfed,  That  the  Presidenl  of  the  United  States 
^  nqaested  to  eommunicate  to  the  Senate  sneh  in- 
fonnation  ts  he  may  possess,  of  the  commercial  lela- 
UoM  which  now  exist  between  |)ie  United  States  and 
the  present  Government  of  St.  Domingo ;  what  is  the 
political  condition  of  the  island  ;  whether  any  Euro- 
pcto  nation  pretends  to  claim  the  government  of  the 
Blind ;  and  whether  any  further  commercial  relations 
with  the  existing  Government  would  be  consistent 
'iih  the  interest  and  safety  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  John eoN,  of  Louisiana,  gave  notice  that,  at 
the  next  sitting  of  the  Senate,  he  should  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bUl  for  the  relief  of  John  Buhler. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 


to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of 
George  Shannon,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  otf  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill, 
entitled  ''An  act  to  repeal  part  of  an  act  passed 
by  the  State  of  Maryland,  in  the  year  1784,  and 
now  in  force  in  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  entitled  ''An  act  for  an  addition  to 
Greorgetown,  in  Montgomery  county,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment. 

The  Prebioent  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Commisjiioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
transmitting,  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  the  reports  of  the  commissioners  appoint- 
ed under  the  difierent  acts  of  Congress  providing 
for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  late  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans,  and  State  of  Louisiana.  The 
letter  and  report  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  yesterday,  for  instructing  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  extending  the  time  for  locating  Virginia  mili- 
tary land  warrants,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  yesterday,  for  instructing  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  subject  of  Roads  and  Canals  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  modifying  the  act  to  au- 
thorize the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  lay 
out  a  certain  road,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
mption  of  yesterdav,  relative  to  the  settlement  of 
the  accounts  of  Joan  Byers ;  and  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Purdy  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Humphrey 
and  Sylvester  Humphrey  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  repre- 
sentatives of  Alexander  Montgomery,  deceased, 
which  had  previously  been  reported  correctly  en- 
grossed, was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Byers.  The  bill  was 
amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine, 
so  as  to  confine  the  indemnity  to  the  depreciation 
of  Treasury  notes  advanced  by  the  Government 
to  the  petitioner;  and  the  question  was  then,  with- 
out further  debate,  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  and  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Barton,  Board  man,  D'WoIf,  Ea- 
ton, Holmes  of  Maine,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  John- 
son of  Louisiana,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Lloyd 
of  Massachusetts,  Lowrie,  Mills,  Morril,  Noble,  Par*- 
rott,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Talbot,  Van  Bu- 
ren — 19. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Brown  of  Loui- 
siana, Brown  of  Ohio,  Chandler,  Dickerson,  Findlay, 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  King  of  Alabama,  Macon, 
Palmer,  Southard,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Ware,  Williams 
of  Missouri,  Williams  of  Tenncasec— 17. 

The  Presiuent  of  the  Senate  communicated  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
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mitting  his  anDual  report  of  the  state  of  the  pab- 
lie  finances,  which  was  read. 

Also,  from  the  same  Department,  the  annual 
report  of  the  operations  of  the  Mint,  which  was 
read. 


DRAWBACK  ON  CORDAGE. 

The  Senate  took  up,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  allow  a  drawback  on  home- 
manufactured  cordage  from  foreign  hemp. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  o^nred  that  as  the 

gentleman  who  introduced  this  bill  (Mr.  D'Wolp) 
ad  intimated  that  it  was  the  commencement  of 
a  system  of  measures,  which  Mr.  L.  conceived 
was  of  ffreat  importance  to  the  commerce  and  re- 
venue of  the  nation,  he  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
favor  the  Senate  with  the  views  he  entertained 
and  the  reasons  which  demanded  the  adoption  of 
the  measure.  Mr.  L.  suggested,  however,  the  pro- 
priety of  postponing  the  further  consideration  of 
the  subject  until  Friday,  when  the  Senate  would 
be  more  full  than  at  present. 

Mr.  D'WoLF  made  a  few  general  remarks  on 
the  subject  of  the  bill,  (reserving  himself  for  a 
future  occasion)  and  tnen  moved  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  bill  to  Friday ;  which  was  agreed  to. 
Adjourned  to  Friday. 


Friday,  December  27. 

Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Peters,  stating  that  he  has  become  the  purchaser 
of  the  claim  of  the  late  Captain  Carver,  to  a  large 
body  of  land  at  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  and 
]irayiDg  that  his  title  may  be  confirmed.  The  pe^ 
tition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
N.  Smallwood,  and  others,  citizens  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  praying  an  amendment  to  the  laws 
of  the  District,  so  far  as  to  give  efiect  to  the  judg- 
ments rendered  therein,  in  any  State  or  Territory. 
The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mitteeon  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Barbodr  also  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Fire  Insurance 
Company  of  Alexandria,  praying  that  the  char- 
ter ol  the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria  may 
not  be  extended,  or  renewed,  except  on  the  condi- 
tions therein  stated.  The  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  Seymour  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Buel,  of  Burlington,  praying  relief  in  the  settle- 
ment of  his  accounts,  as  collector  of  the  customs 
for  the  district  of  Vermont.  The  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowrie,  fifteen  hundred  co- 
pics  of  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  on  the  state  of  the  finances,  commu- 
nicated on  the  24th  instant,  were  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Rodney  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration,  which  was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  added  to  the  rales  for  con- 
doctiog  business  in  the  Senate  the  following  rale : 


**  No  private  bill  shall  originate  in  the  Senate,  after 
the  doee  of  the  preaent  senooy  from  the  penoo  or 
persona  intereated  therein,  witlioot  the  ooaoimoas 
conacnt  of  the  members  present. 

Mr.  Van  Dtke,  from  the  Committee  od  PuUir 
Lands,  to  which  the  subject  was  referred,  reportal 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Seward.  The  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Southard,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  eotiUed 
"An  act  to  enable  the  proprietors  of  lands  held  br 
titles  derired  from  the  United  States,  to  obtain 
copies  of  papers  from  the  proper  department,  and 
to  declare  the  effect  of  such  copies,"  rqwrted  the 
same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  SoiTTHABD,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  William  Sayles,"  also  reported  it 
without  amendment 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  asked  and  obttincd 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  rdief  of  John 
Buhler ;  and  it  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  for  tne  relief  of  John  Byers  was  read 
a  third  time;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Yah  Dtke. 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  ibe 
motion  of  the  24th  instant,  requesting  informaiioo 
relative  to  the  present  Gk>Ternment  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  for  the. relief  of  Amos  Nichols  was 
read  the  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  make  perpetual  an  act. 
passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1817,  entitled  ^An 
act  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  *An  act 
further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage,  passed  the  3d  day  of  March, 
1815.  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and,  also  a  bili. 
entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  apportionment 
of  Representatives  in  the  State  of  Alabama  f  in 
which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  said  two  bills  were  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

On  motion,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concern- 
ing the  apoortionment  of  Representatives  in  the 
State  of  Alabama,"  was  read  the  second  time  br 
unanimous  consent. 

DRAWBACK  OK  CORDAGE. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  allowing  a 
drawback  on  the  exportation  of  cordaj^e  manu- 
factured in  the  United  States  from  foreign  hemp- 
Mr.  D'WoLF  rose,  and  offered  the  following 
remarks: 

I  have  made  some  calculations,  Mr.  President, 
as  to  the  good  effects  of  this  bill ;  but,  before  1  go 
into  the  consideration  of  its  merits,  I  am  desiroos 
to  understand  more  about  the  objections  to  it.  I 
am  desirous  first,  if  I  can,  to  obviate  those  objec- 
tions ;  for,  although  the  measure  is  full  of  merit$i 
yet,  unless  the  objections  be  removed,  I  despair  of 
success.    I  recollect  when  the  subject  was  before 


49 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


50 


Decehbeb,  1822. 


Drawbetck'on  Ccrfku/e, 


Senate. 


the  Senate  at  the  last  session,  the  principal  objec- 
tioDs  to  it  were,  "  that  it  would  endanger  the  rev- 
enue, by  domestic  hemp  heins  used,  and  the  draw- 
teck  obtained  from  it;  and  that  the  money  taken 
from  the  Treasury  for  the  payment  of  the  draw- 
back, would  so  far  impoverish  it/'    Although  the 
bill  strongly  guarded  the  objection,  yet  gentlemen 
seemed  to  be  apprehensive  that  there  would  be 
great  inducements  to  obtain  the  drawback  on 
cordage  made  of  hemp  of  domestic  growth.    I  as- 
sume the  ground  that  it  makes  no  difference  to 
tbereTenue,  whether  the  cordage  which  obtains 
the  drawback  be  made  of  domestic  or  foreign  hemp, 
proTJded  the  quantity  of  domestic  hemp  be  not 
equal  to  the  consumption  of  the  country ;  for,  ad- 
mittiog  there  should  be  men  so  vile  as  wantonly 
to  be  guilty  of  perjury,  when  they  have  no  possi- 
l^e  interest  to  advance  by  it,  (tor  the  hemp  of 
domestic  growth  will  cost  as  much  as  foreign,  if 
it  be  as  good,)  still  the  one  may  as  well  be  made 
use  of  to  obtain  the  drawback  as  the  other ;  for  if 
the  domestic  is  used,  and  obtains  the  drawback, 
the  foreign  will  take  its  place  for  consumption, 
and  consequently  nothing  is  lost  to  the  revenue. 
The  coDsamption  is  not  lessened,  and  all  must 
agree  that  the  consumption  of  imports  is  the  mea- 
sure of  the  revenue.    I  allow  all  that  is  consumed 
by  (he  warring  elements ;  by  fire^  by  the  seas,  and 
by  tempest ;  but  I  ask  that  you  will  not  allow  your 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  anticipate  his  revc- 
QQe,  bv  counting  on  that  which  is  not  consumed, 
by  reckoning  on  bonds  taken  on  the  surplus  im- 
ports ;  for  that  which  does  not  go  away,  and  takes 
the  drawback,  remains  over,  and  is  in  the  way  of 
his  next  year's  importation ;  it  may  as  well  have 
gone  out  of  the  countrjr,  and  have  taken  the  draw- 
back, as  to  have  remained  in  the  warehouses  of 
the  merchants.    Had  this  surplus  been  exported, 
it  would  have  been  far  better  for  you ;  for  the  ves- 
sel which  took  it  away  would  have  returned  with 
another  cargo,  better  suited  to  your  consumption, 
bare  given  you  as  much  revenue  as  you  paid  out 
ia  drawback,  and  the  surplus  exported  would  have 
been  out  of  the  way,  and  left  the  market  to  your 
fres^h  imports  of  the  same  article  the  next  season. 
For  the  merchant  does  not  import,  nor  does  the 
consumer  make  use  of  an  article  merelv  for  the 
sake  of  filling  your  Treasury.     When  the  home 
production  oi  hemp  shall  exceed  the  consumption, 
and  you  find  your  exporters  of  cordage  obtaining 
more  for  drawback  than  you  receive  for  duties  on 
imported  hemp,  then,  indeed,  it  may  be  time  to 
repeal  your  drawback  law.    If  this  was  a  bill  to 
grant  drawback  on  goods  manufactured  of  foreien 
cotton,  to  the  amount  of  the  duties  received  on  the 
raw  material,  then  the  objection  would  be  a- serious 
ooe.   Such  a  law  would  require  all  the  vigihance 
of  your  custom-house  officers.    But  this  is  not  the 
case  1  have  to  meet.     It  is  well  known  that  the 
domestic  ^owth  of  the  article  of  hemp  does  not 
near  equal  the  consumption.    I  am  quite  sure  it 
Would  not  be  extravagant  to  say,  that  we  import 
[  forty-nine  fiftieths  of  &e  hemp  we  consume.  The 
i  small  quantity  of  growth  in  this  country  can  offer 
Qo  inducement  to  evade  the  law ;  and  if  anv  should 
W  found  so  base,  stijl  we  should  be  safe,  for  it 


would  cause  no  diminution  of  the  quantity  con- 
sumed; that  imported  would  take  the  place  of  the 
domestic  thus  exported,  and  the  duties  on  the  im- 
ported would  make  ^ood  to  the  revenue  what  the 
domestic  took  away  m  drawback.  If  the  distillers 
and  sugar  refiners  were  to  manufacture  all  the 
sugar  and  molasses  produced  in  Louisiana,  export 
it,  and  receive  the  drawback,  still  the  Treasnry 
would  not  suffer,  if  the  consumption  was  not  les- 
sened ;  the  tempest  would  sweep  away  as  much, 
and  people  would  consume  as  much  as  if  there 
were  no  allowance  of  drawback  on  exportation. 
This  is  a  position  founded  in  common  sense,  and 
one  from  which  I  think  I  cannot  be  driven. 

I  recollect  that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
expressed  a  wish,  at  the  last  session,  that  the  word 
"  foreign"  were  stricken  out  of  the  bill.  Gentle- 
men had  seemed  to  think,  if  the  bounty  were  aU 
lowed  at  all,  it  should  least  of  all  be  withheld 
from  the  article  of  our  own  growth.  I  believe 
such  an  alteration  in  the  terms  of  the  bill  would 
be  of  no  advantage  to  our  growers  of  hemp,  and 
would  embarrass  the  form  of  the  law.  It  might 
become  important  when  the  (growth  exceeded  the 
consumption,  because  it  would  then  be  necessary 
to  see  that  the  amount  of  drawback  paid  did  not 
exceed  the  duties  on  the  imports.  I  think  the 
growers  of  hemp  cannot  complain  of  the  want  of 
encouragement,  as  the  present  protection  furnished 
them  amounts  to  about  seventy  per  cent.  The 
duties  on  foreign  hemp  being  thirty  dollars  per 
ton,  the  freight  thirty  dollars,  and  other  expenses 
ten  dollars,  with  this  advantage,  they  could  surely 
compete  with  the  foreign  article.  I  think  it  has 
been  proved  that  there  could  be  no  loss  to  the 
Treasury.  If  you  import  one  thousand  boxes  of 
suffar,  and  enter  it  for  exportation  immediately, 
still  you  have  got  the  bond  for  the  duties — and  the 
drawback  only  cancels  those  bonds — there  is  no 
loss  to  the  Government,  in  the  transaction  ;  there 
could  be  no  inducement  to  take  the  false  oath  be- 
fore the  collector,  because  the  domestic  article,  if 
of  good  quality,  would  cost  as  much  as  the  for- 
eign ;  no  man  would  perjure  himself  without 
some  hope  of  gain  by  it.  I  consider  this  bill  as 
very  important;  the  policy  and  principles  con- 
tained in  it  are  not  new.  It  is  more  than  twenty 
years,  I  believe,  that  the  drawback  has  been  al- 
lowed on  rum  distilled  from  foreign  molasses. 
The  objects  of  the  system  are  to  encourage  labor, 
increase  the  exports  of  the  country,  and  thereby 
to  extend  our  commerce — all  which  objects  must 
be  advantageous  to  the  revenue.  The  committee 
that  report^  the  bill  thought  it  prudent  to  proceed 
by  inches,  and  include  in  it  but  one  article  of  raw 
material.  If  the  principle  shall  be  found  correct, 
I  can  see  no  good  reason  for  stopping  here ;  this  is 
all  I  meant  in  alluding  the  other  day  to  a  system 
I  wished  to  pursue.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  the 
labor  and  skill  of  the  people  are  the  means  for 
common  wealth,  and,  of  course,  for  revenue,  and 
that  it  is  proper  for  Congress  to  legislate  for  the 
promotion  of  both.  It  has  been  my  lot  to  be  al- 
ways with  laboring  people  of  many  descriptions, 
and  the  great  object  with  us  has  been  to  keep  all 
hands  at  work  at  the  most  profitable  business.    To 
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say  that  we  legislate  too  much,  or  that  loo  much 
regulation  is  improper,  is  a  mere  truism ;  there  is 
DO  ars^ument  in  it.  I  am  sensible  that  when  the 
Legislature  do  wrone,  they  had  better  do  noth- 
ing— but  it  does  not  follow  that  nothing  ought  to 
be  attempted,  lest  we  should  do  wrong.  Remem- 
ber the  unprofitable  servant  who  made  no  improv- 
ment  of  the  talent.  I  contend  that  this  measure 
will  increase  the  consumption  of  imports,  and  con- 
sequently will  benefit  the  revenue.  The  means 
for  revenue  are  imports ;  the  means  for  imports 
are  exports ;  and  the  means  for  exports  are  money. 
And  what  are  the  means  for  money  ?  If  I  an- 
swer as  a  speculator,  I  say  my  wiU  ;  but  if  as  a 
man  of  business,  I  answer  hard  work  ;  productive 
labor — and  having  been  always  on  the  Committee 
of  vieans,  (I  say  nothing  about  the  ways,)  my  plan 
is,  to  adopt  measures  which  will  add  one  cent  per 
day  to  the  productiveness  of  the  labor  of  all  the 
people  of  this  Republic ;  which  will  increase  the 
common  wealth  $100,000  per  day,  and  give  great 
means  for  revenue. 

If  we  can  discover  the  mode  of  doing  this,  the 
means  of  revenue  will  be  ample ;  you  may  take  it 
from  the  people  in  any  way  you  please ;  you  can 
leave  to  their  own  use  all  you  now  draw  from 
them,  in  such  a  pleasant  way*  The  $100,000  per 
day  would  be  ample  for  all  the  purposes  of  Gov- 
ernment; all  your  contracts,  Cumberland  road, 
and  all.  But  I  would,  by  no  means,  be  understood 
as  wishing  to  abandon  the  present  mode  of  col- 
lecting revenue;  nor  would  I  be  so  tenacious  of  it 
as  to  lose  sight  of  every  thing  else.  Members  of 
Confess  have  lately  told  me,  that  any  measures 
to  give  direction  to  the  industry  of  the  people 
would  be  putting  them  under  ^uardianship^that 
the  people  wish  to  pursue  theur  own  business  in 
their  own  way — that  they  know  how  to  set  them- 
selves to  work  better  than  Consress  can  direct 
them— that  they  choose  to  be  leit  free  to  change 
their  business  and  pursuits  in  life  as  they  think 
proper.  I  thought  this  very  pretty,  superficial 
talk}  and  all  very  good,  so  far  as  it  ^oes.  I  have 
nocusposition,  if  I  could  do  it,  to  abridge  the  liber- 
ties or  the  people;  but  still  I  would  regulate  trade, 
and  leave  the  people  perfect! v  free  to  act  for  them- 
selves under  the  laws.  Notning,  Mr.  President, 
but  the  restrictive  laws  would  have  made  me  a 
cotton  spinner  and  weaver.  I  should  as  soon 
have  thought  of  going  back  to  spinning  tops 
again  as  to  spinning  cotton,  but  for  the  restrictive 
laws ;  and  it  has  appeared  to  me,  for  several  years, 
that  there  was  about  as  much  necessity  for  our 
statesmen  to  look  about  them  as  in  those  restric- 
tive times.  It  cannot  be  said  that  the  people 
have  not  given  power.  Congress  has  gone  all 
lengths  in  the  exercise  of  this  power — even  to  stop 
the  whole  commerce  of  the  nation,  and,  with  it, 
the  revenue.  This  was  surely  giving  some  direc- 
tion to  that  great  branch  of  business  which  gives 
direction  to  all  others — at  a  time,  too,  when  by 
mat  and  mighty  changes  from  war  to  peace,  we 
had  lost  our  markets  by  the  restrictions  of  other 
nations;  thoush  they  did  not  lose  their  markets 
with  us ;  we  have  not  met  restriction  by  restric- 
tion, but  in  a  very  trifling  degree.    But  to  return 


to  the  subject.    I  think  if  I  can  show  practically 
that  the  policy,  of  which  this  bill  is  but  an  iim^ 
will  add  one  cent  per  day  to  the  productiveneNS  of 
the  labor  of  all  the  people  of  this  natioD,  1  may 
render  some  service.    If  I  succeed  in  showiog  it, 
in  relation  to  fifty  thousand  people,  it  may  be  ibe 
beginning  of  a  rule  to  do  so  for  the  whole  peoplf. 
Unproductive  labor,  or  unemployed  laborers,  are  i 
great  loss  to  the  country.    If  fifty  thousand  people 
produce  five  thousand  barrels  of  nour,  or  any  thing 
else,  for  a  foreign  market,  and,  when  sent  therein 
produces  no  more  than  four  thousand  would  bare 
clone,  then  the  one  thousand  extra  might  as  well 
not  have  been  produced,  as  respects  the  interest  of 
the  growers ;  the  labor  is  completely  wasted;  ooe-| 
fifth  of  the  whole  fifty  thousand  people  might  as 
well  have  been  idle  for  all  the  good  they  have 
done.    Now  I  propose,  in  another  way,  to  create 
productive  labor  for  nve  hundred  of  those  tea 
thousand  persons  whose  labor  has  been  useless. 
I  will  call  them  from  their  unproductive  employ- 
ment, and  set  them  to  work  at  making  ropes; 
ropes  to  carry  to  the  Spanish  American  markets, 
to  furnish  means  for  further  imports,  which  are 
the  sources  of  revenue.    And,  by  productive  labor, 
these  consumers  will  have  increased  means  to  pur- 
chase imports.    Five  hundred  persons  thus  called 
ofi*  from  the  unproductive  business  will  leare  all 
the  profits  which  formerly  accrued  to  fifty  thou- 
sand to  be  divided  among  the  remaining  forty- 
nine  thousand  five  hundr^ ;  this  will,  of  cour!«, 
increase  the  dividend — ^that  is  one  item  of  ibe 
gain.    Another  item  is,  that  the  sum  of  net  profits 
gained  by  the  forty-nine  thousand  ^xe  hoodreii 
will  be  somewhat  greater  than  that  produced  by 
the  whole  fifty  thousand ;  for  the  five  hundred 
thus  taken  oflf  will  become  purchasers  of  provis- 
ions, and  make  the  home  market  a  little  better ;  it 
may  be  said  that  they  will  not  consume  more  pro- 
visions than  before»  which'  is  very  true,  but  by  do 
means  destroys  the  argument,  because  their  nev 
employment  gives  them  new  means,  and  they 
beoome  purchasers,  which  thev  were  not  before. 
With  these  two  items,  I  think  my  one  cent 
nearly  gained;  the  foreign  and  domestic  markets 
both  made  better — ^less  to  go  to  the  foreign,  and 
more  means  for  the  domestic.   Bat  if  I  am  charged 
with  extravagance  in  these  two  items,  I  hare  tvo 
answers  to  the  charge.    I  will  show  you  enousb 
without  them,  to  make  good  my  purpose— to  make 
out  my  case :  and  those  who  deny  the  strength  o( 
the  grounds  I  have  taken,  may  set  the  other  49,500 
idle,  or  worse  than  idle,  persons  at  work  in  some 
other  way.    Now,  sir,  I  will  show  you  bow  to 
save  the  one  cent  per  day,  by  another  mode  oi 
calculation — ^I  mean  the  produce  of  the  500  people, 
who  earned  nothing  before ;  I  take  only  the  mod- 
erate quantity  of  1,000  tons  of  Russian  hemp—l 
must  have  200  of  the  people,  all  the  year  round,  tc 
manufacture  this  hemp  into  cordage,  and  the  re 
maining  300  to  navigate  the  ships  engaged  in  th( 
trade.    The  young  men  of  the  Eastern  Statei 
make  the  best  of  seamen — the  ocean  is  their  mi» 
tress— when  the  other  lasses  prove  unkind,  ibc) 
take  to  the  ocean.    I  must  also  have,  to  cbttv  ni] 
plan  into  execution,  2,000  tons  of  shipping  to  briof 
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ihe  hemp,  1,000  to  take  the  cordagre  to  market, 
rnakinff  3,000  tons;  and  aboat  4,000  barrels  of  tar, 
from  the  pine  woods  of  my  worthy  friends  from 
North  Carolina ;  althoagh  they  say  the  tar  would 
god  a  market  elsewhere — so  it  may  be  said  of 
cotton,  and  all  other  articles ;  but  there  is  some- 
thing Id  having  a  home  market ;  it  is  always  most 
<afe  and  permanent ;  the  cultivators  of  the  sugar 
cane,  of  Dutter,  chee^te,  and  many  other  things, 
acknowled^  the  superiority  of  the  home  market. 
The  coasting  trade,  in  carrying  the  tar,  and  the 
people  employed  in  making  it,  will  be  benefited 
a  little.  But  I  have  support  enough,  without 
bringtog  those  trifles  into  the  computation. 

The  mtDoftctoring  of  100  tons  of  hemp,  at  30  dollars 
the  ton,  is $30,000 

250  tons  of  cordage,  gained  in  weight  by  the 
addition  of  the  tar,  at  $210  per  ton,  is    •       52,500 

$82,500 
Deduct  for  4,000  bbls.  tar,  at  1)  dollart  per 
barrel 7,500 


Aoonnt  from  which  the  maoofacturer  may 

piy  his  200  people         ....  $75,000 

Freight  of  1,000  tons  of  hemp  from  Rotua  •  30,000 

Do.  of  cordage  to  Spanish  America        -  20,000 

$125,500 
Tbeie  additional  means  will  richly  make  up 
aoj  deficiency  of  the  one  cent  per  day  for 
the  49,500,  people  and  more  than  pay  for 
the  labor  of  the  500. 
But.  as  I  am  not  disposed  to  give  too  much 
to  those  unprofitable  aervftnts,  who  are  for 
doing  nothing  these  hard  times,  I  take  the 
one  cent  per  day  which  my  measnre  saves 
to  the  49,500  people,  which  amounts,  per 
aBnnai  to $154,935 


And  charg^e  to  the  Senate,  for  not  passing 
the  bill  at  the  last  session,  the  whole 
aaH>Qnt $280,435 


And  this  constitutes  but  one  small  item  of  the 
load  of  sin  of  omission  which  Congress  will  have 
to  answer  for. 

'Now,  gentlemen  may  say,  this  is  only  a  vision- 
ary scheme,  very  easy  to  be  shown  on  paper.  But 
they  may  rest  assured  that  I  am  no  dealer  in 
visioas ;  they  will  find  something  solid  in  it ;  and 
it  the  bill  i^  not  passed,  I  hope  the  people  will 
hold  up  the  black  catalogue  on  election  day,  and 
tall  the  attention  of  ffentlemen  to  it,  if  I  cannot. 
In  this  calculation,  f  have  said  nothing  of  the 
profits  to  be  derived  by  the  merchant;  I  leave 
them  with  the  lawyers,  to  take  care  of  themselves. 

When  Mr.  D'Wolp  concluded— 

Mr.  Lloyo,  of  Massachusetts,  then  rose,  and 
aid  he  would  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate 
only,  for  a  few  minutes ;  he  was  not  entitled,  at 
^oy  time,  to  claim  it  for  a  long  period,  but  still 
^  than  common,  at  present,  as  he  had  not  in- 
tended entering  into  the  discussion  of  the  bill,  and 
was  not  prepared  to  do  it;  but,  being  absent  on 
public  business,  he  had  understood  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  had  expressed 


a  regret  at  his  absence,  and,  as  his  friends  told 
him,  had  thrown  a  glove  upon  the  floor,  which  he 
must  take  up.  This  he  would  therefore  do,  from 
an  impulse  of  his  nature,  which  he  feared,  on 
many  occasions,  would  manifest  that  his  rashness 
was  only  exceeded  by  his  feebleness.  He  took  it 
up,  too,  with  the  more  readiness,  as  it  could  alone 
be  presented  or  received  in  amity.  The  gentle- 
man from  Rhode  Island  did  very  little  justice  to 
the  confidence  he  reposed  in  his  project,  if  he  sup- 
posed he  was  averse  to  it.  So  far  from  it,  he  went 
with  him  the  whole  length  of  what  he  considered 
the  extent  of  his  views,  when  he  understood  him 
to  state,  that  this  was  the  precursor  of  a  system  of 
measures  to  encourage  the  commerce  of  the  conn- 
try  ;  and,  if  the  bill  passed,  he  meant  to  extend  it 
to  other  articles. 

Mr.  L.  said  it  had  been  a  general,  and,  in  some 
degree,  a  popular  belief,  that  the  allowance  of  a 
drawback  on  foreign  articles  exported,  was,  in 
fact,  an  extraction  of  so  much  money  from  the 
public  Treasury ;  a  diminution  of  the  revenue.  No 
idea  could  possibly  be  more  unfounded  and  falla- 
cious ;  so  far  from  it,  the  most  salutary  and  bene- 
ficent feature  of  the  whole  commercial  and  fiscal 
system  of  the  country  was  the  introduction  of  the 
allowance  of  drawback  on  exportations  of  foreign 
commodities,  which  had  been  previously  imported. 
He  meant  to  take  up  but  little  of  the  time  of  the 
Senate,  but  he  would  briefly  state  some  of  its 
eflects. 

From  the  only  record  to  which  he  could  have 
access,*  it  would  appear  that,  in  a  period  of  ten 
years,  from  1802  to  1B12,  the  whole  amount  of 
exports  from  the  United  States,  was  from  seven 
to  eight  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  of  which, 
upwards  of  three  hundred  millions  of  dollars  con- 
sisted of  articles  of  foreign  produce,  previously 
imported  into  the  United  States;  during  which 
time  our  tonnage  amounted  to  from  eight  hundred 
to  a  million  of  tons  of  shipping,  nearly  one  half  of 
which,  or  from  four  to  five  hundred  tnousand  tons 
of  shipping,  were  employed  in  this  commerce,  re- 
sulting exclusively  from  the  allowance  of  draw- 
backs ;  thus  giving  to  our  navigation  two  freights^ 
and  the  ultimate  profit  on  the  adventures;  all 
which  was  deposited  in  Europe,  and  went  to  the 
extinction  of  that  portentous  balance,  which,  in 
the  eyes  of  some  political  economists,  had  men- 
aced us  with  destruction  and  bankruptcy  for  the 
last  thirty  years;  and,  without  the  allowance  of 
which,  with  our  very  onerous  rate  of  duties,  not 
one  dollar  could  have  been  exported ;  for,  although 
in  some  years  the  importation  mieht  •  be  less,  in 
some  more,  yet,  on  an  average  of  ten  years,  the 
importation  must,  of  necessity,  without  the  allow- 
ance of  drawback,  be  limited  to  the  actual  domes- 
tic consumption,  and,  in  consequence,  our  com- 
merce would  have  been  crippled,  our  seamen  re- 
duced one  half,  and  our  revenue  been  diminished ; 
as,  with  its  allowance,  the  drawback  never  being 
equal  to  the  duty,  a  residuum  is  always  left  in  the 
public  treasury. 

This  prosperous  state  of  things  had,  indeed,  in 

*  Sejrbert's  Statistics. 
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considerable  decree,  ceased;  circumstances  might, 
however,  brine^  it  biack  again;  and  if  it  returned, 
or  existed  at  ail,  it  could  only  exist  beneficially. 

The  allowance  of  drawback  bad  indeed  been 
the  great  and  fruitful  source  of  our  prosperity; 
from  the  encouragement  it  ffave  to  commerce,  it 
built  up  our  cities,  gave  wealth  to  our  merchants, 
and  embellishment  to  the  interior.  He,  there- 
fore, warmly  advocated  the  allowance  of  an  ex- 
tended system  of  drawback.  There  was  but  one 
difficulty  to  be  guarded  against,  and  he  was  wil- 
ling to  state  that,  and  to  meet  it.  This  was  the 
dimculty  in  preventing  frauds  in  identifying  the 
articles  imported  when  in  a  raw  state,  and  when 
exported  in  a  state  of  manufacture.  It  was  true, 
perhaps,  that,  in  some  cases,  in  proportion  to  the 
skill  and  adroitness  of  the  manufacturer  of  the 
article,  might  be  the  deterioration  of  the  article; 
that  the  more  glue  or  starch  there  was  in  cotton, 
the  thinner  the  window  glass,  or  the  more  tar  in 
the  cordage,  the  worse  the  fabric,  but  the*greater 
the  profit  to  the  maker.  All  this  miffht  be  guard- 
ed against  in  the  details  of  the  bill;  the  objections 
did  not  affect  the  principle ;  and.  if  gentlemen 
thought  differently,  as  the  bill  had  iieretofore  been 
unsuccessfully  betore  the  Senate,  there  was  one 
way  in  which  the  difficulty  could,  at  any  rate,  be 
cured,  and  he,  for  one,  would  readily  resort  to  it ; 
it  would  be  interesting  to  a  very  fertile  and  im- 
portant part  of  the  country,  entitled,  for  its  fer- 
tility and  its  population,  to  an  equal  degree  of 
patronage  and  protection  with  any  other  part  of 
the  United  States.  He  alluded  to  the  western 
part  of  the  country ;  and  he  would,  for  his  own 
part,  also  be  willing  to  allow  a  bounty  on  Ken- 
tucky hemp,  when  made  into  cordage,  and  ex- 
ported, to  keep  pace  with  the  drawback  on  manu- 
factured foreign  hemp.  The  present  state  of  the 
agriculture  of  that  country  required  protection  as 
wdi  as  our  commerce ;  nor  was  he  afraid  of  the 
effect  on  the  Treasury;  the  receipts  would  be 
abundant;  we  had  now  a  surplus;  our  revenue 
was  ample;  we  were  curtaihng  our  establish- 
ments, and  annually  diminishing  our  public  debt; 
and,  although  our  importations  mi^ht  fall  off 
the  next  year,  they  would  not  materially  lessen. 
There  was  one  cause,  not  generally  taken  into 
view,  to  prevent  it,  tne  operation  of  which  we 
neither  would  nor  could  retard ;  that  was,  the  an- 
nual addition,  from  the  increase  of  our  population, 
alone,  of  five  hundred  thousand  human  Seinffs  to 
the  class  of  consumers.  He  said  he  hoped  the 
bill  would  pass. 

Mr.  Taubot,  of  Kentucky,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill,  so  as  to  allow  a  bounty  on  cord- 
age manufactured  from  domestic  hemp  as  well  as 
a  drawback  on  that  manufactured  from  foreign 

hemp. 

And,  without  taking  a  question  on  this  pro- 
posed amendment,  the  bill  was  then  again  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 


Monday,  December  30. 

Kdward  Lloyd,  from  the  State  of  Maryland, 
attended  this  day. 


John  Taylor,  appointed  a  Senator  by  th< 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  in  place  ol 
James  Pleasants,  resigned,  produced  his  creden 
tials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  tb< 
Senate. 

Mr.  Rodney  presented  the  petition  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Dela- 
ware'Canal  Company,  praying  the  aid  of  the 
Greneral  Grovemment.  The  petition  was  read 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  anc 
Canals. 

Mr.  Talbot  submitted  the  following  motio! 
for  consideration : 

Reaohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca 
nals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  o^ 
authorizing  a  subscription,  on  behalf  of  the  Goireni| 
ment  of  the  United  States,  of  a  certain  portion  of  th< 
stock  of  the  Ohio,  as  well  as  of  the  Delaware  an^ 
Chesapeake  Canal  Companies,  or  of  any  other  com 
pany  which  has  been  incorporated  within  the  United 
States  for  the  improvement  of  internal  commerce  an^ 
navigation. 

Mr.  RuGGLES,  from  the  Committee  of  Claim^i 
to  which  the  subject  was  referred,  made  a  report 
accompanied  with  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josepl 
Forrest.  The  report  and  bill  were  read,  and  th< 
bill  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky^,  presented  the  peti 
tion  of  James  Morrison,  ol  Kentucky,  prayioj 
relief  in  the  settlement  or  his  accounts.  The  pe 
tition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  o 
Claims. 

On  motion,  bv  Mr.  Ruqoles,  the  Committee  o 
Claims^  to  which  was  referred,  on  the  19th  instan^ 
the  petition  of  James  Lloyd,  of  Virginia,  praying 
compensation  for  certain  services  rendered,  ant 
expenses  incurred,  were  discharged  from  the  fur 
ther  consideration  thereof,  and  it  was  referred  t< 
the  Committee  on  Military  Aflfairs. 

Mr.  Southard,  from  the  Committee  on  tbe  Ju 
diciary,  to  which  was  referred,  on  •  the  27th  ia 
instant,  the  petition  of  Samuel  N.  Small  wood 
and. others,  citizens  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
praying  certain  amendments  to  the  laws  of  th( 
District,  reported  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Southard,  from  the  same  committee,  t( 
which  was  referred  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisoo 
ment  for  debt,  reported  the  same,  without  amend 
ment ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ken 
tucky,  it  was  taken  up,  as  in  Committee  of  th( 
Whole ;  and,  on  his  motion,  the  further  consider 
ation  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  or 
der  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  resolution  for  a  new  rule  for  conduction 
business  in  the  Senate,  as  it  respects  private  bills 
was  read  the  second  time ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr 
Rodney,  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Southard  submitted  the  following  motioc 
for  consideration : 

Reaoivedt  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  b< 
instracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  contioa 
ing  in  force  the  act,  entitled  **An  act  to  provide  fan 
reports  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,"  Mssei 
the  third  day  of  March,  1817. 

The  bill,  entitled  '<An  act  to  make  perpetual  ai 
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act,  passed  the  third  day  of  March,  1817,  entitled 
'An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act  further  to  pro- 
vide for  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage,'  passed  third  day  of  March,  1815,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time ; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Lowrie,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  representafires  of  John  Donelson,  Thomas 
Carr,  and  others;  and,  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House ; 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Ebenezer  Stevens,  and  others;  and, on  motion, 
it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  appropriating  moneys  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
pairing the  national  road  from  Cumoerland  to 
Whediog;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Robert  Purdy;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Alexander  Humphrey  and  Sylvester  Hum- 
phrey; and,  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House;  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  jead  a  third  time. 

DRAWBACK  ON  CORDAGE. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  allow  a 
drawback  on  the  exportation  of  cordage  manufac- 
tured from  imported  hemp — ^the  amendment  pro- 
posed on  Friday  by  Mr.  Talbot,  to  extend  the 
tMunty  to  cordage  manufactured  from  domestic  as 
well  as  foreign  hemp,  being  the  question  first  in 
order- 
On  this  proposition  to  amend  the  bill,  as  well 
as  on  the  bill  itself,  a  debate  followed,  which  oc- 
cupied about  three  nonrs — embracing,  besides  ar- 
guments and  views  of  general  policy,  numerous 
commercial  details,  of  which  even  a  condensed 
sketch  would  occupy  much  space.  The  following 
was  the  course  of  the  debate : 

Mr.  Talbot  submitted  the  reasons  which  in- 
doced  him  to  oflfer  the  amendment ;  which,  how- 
ever, he  was  not  very  anxious  for,  not  being  fully 
aware  of  all  its  effects ;  but  with  which  the  bill 
would  be  more  acceptable  to  him,  and  without 
which  he  could  not  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  spoke  at  considerable 
length  against  the  amendment,  as  containing  a 
principle  new  in  our  system  oi  domestic  policy, 
bazardoQs  and  inexpedient,  and  argued  in  favor 
of  the  bill,  as  proposing  a  measure  consistent  with 
the  course  of  the  Government  from  its  origin, 
and  one  which  had  ffreatly  benefited  the  enter- 
prise, the  private  wealth,  and  public  prosperity  of 
the  nation. 


Mr.  DicKERsoN,  of  New  Jersey,  said,  if  this  bill 
is  to  pass,  it  must  be  upon  general  principles,  as 
it  is  avowed  to  be  but  the  beginning  of  a  system 
which  shall  embrace  all  artides  manufactured  of 
foreign  materials.  It  therefore  assumes  a  degree 
of  importance  which  otherwise  would  not  belong 
to  it. 

My  objections  to  this  bill,  said  he,  are  not  all 
obviated  by  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Talbot,;  to  strike 
out  the  word  "foreign,"  so  as  to  extend  the  draw- 
back to  cordage  manufactured  from  domestic 
hemp.  The  amendment  would  destroy  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  billj  while  it  would  do  nothing  to  pro- 
mote the  growing  of  hemp  in  this  country.  Ar- 
guments against  the  bill  will  show  the  inexpediency 
of  the  amendment. 

This  bill  has  been  introduced  with  the  avowed 
object  of  promoting  the  manufactures  of  this  coun- 
try ;  and  the  ffentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Lloyd)  is  willing  also  to  promote  the  agriculture 
of  the  Western  States,  by  adopting  the  proposed 
amendment.  So  far  as  this  bill,  with  its  amend- 
ment, would  protect  the  manufacturing  and  agri- 
cultural interests  of  the  country,  it  must  be  by  a 
system  of  bounties ;  a  system  which,  as  yet,  has 
only  been  extended  to  those  engaged  in  the  fishe- 
ries in  the  Eastern  States.  The  friends  of  manu- 
factures in  the  United  States  have  asked  for  pro- 
tection, not  bounties.  They  have  asked  that  the 
home  market  should  be  sacred  to  them ;  not  that 
they  should  be  enabled  to  compete  with  the  for- 
eign manufacturers  in  foreign  markets.  They 
have  no  great  desire  to  manufacture  cordage  for 
our  neighbors,  of  foreign  materials,  by  which  a 
very  slisht  increase  of  value  is  given  to  the  raw 
material— five  per  cent,  perhaps;  while  we  send 
our  cotton  across  the  Atlantic  to  be  manufactured, 
and  bring  it  back  for  our  own  consumption,  after 
it  is  increased  in  value  five  hundred  per  cent. 

The  friends  of  manufactures  wish,  in  the  first 
place,  to  be  so  far  protected  by  Congress,  as  to  be 
enabled  to  manufacture  such  articles  as  we  want 
for  our  own  consumption,  and  out  of  materials  the 
produce  of  our  country.  How  sparingly  this  pro- 
tection has  been  afforded,  will  appear  by  an  ex- 
amination of  our  products.  We  import,  of  wool- 
len and  cotton  goods  alone,  at  the  rate  of  about 
sixteen  millions  of  dollars  a  year,  and  of  other  ar- 
ticles nine  or  ten  millions;  seven-eighths  of  which 
we  ought  to  manufacture  for  ourselves,  of  domes- 
tic materials.  And  to  this  circumstance  is  entirely 
owing  the  pecuniary  distress  oi  the  country.  And 
while  we  were  despairing  of  being  able  to  afford 
a  remedy  for  this  evil,  we  are  all  at  once  surprised 
with  an  offer  of  protection,  by  a  system  of  boun- 
ties; and  this  ofier,  too,  from  the  East.  The  in- 
dustry of  the  Eastern  States  has  long  been  fostered 
by  a  system  of  bounties  extended  to  their  fisheries. 
To  this  the  middle  and  manufacturing  States  have 
cheerfully  contributed.  The  favor,  heretofore,  has 
not  been  reciprocated,  though  often  asked ;  but  now, 
it  seems,  the  debt  is  to  be  discharged.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  thinks  the  prosperous 
state  of  our  finances  will  warrant  Congress  in 
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adopting  the  system  of  bounties  proposed  by  the 
ameadment  to  this  bill. 

Bat,  unfortunately  for  us,  the  proposed  amend- 
ment, however  well  intended,  will  not,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  promote  the  interest  of  agriculture 
or  manufactures.  The  gentleman  (Mr.  D' Wolf) 
who  introduced  this  bill,  informs  us  that  forty- 
nine  fiftieths  of  all  the  hemp  manufactured  or 
consumed  in  the  United  States  is  imported  from 
Europe ;  and,  for  this  plain  reason,  that  notwith- 
standmg  the  duty  on  loreign  hemp,  the  expense 
of  importation,  and  other  charges,  it  can  stiU  be 
purchased  in  our  market  on  better  terms,  or  at  a 
lower  price  than  the  domestic  hemp.  This  has 
long  been  the  case,  and  will  continue  to  be  so,  un- 
less we  increase  the  duty  on  hemp,  which  does 
not  appear  to  be  any  part  of  the  plan  of  gentlemen 
who  mtroduced  this  bill.  The  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  thinks  that,  by  extending  the  drawback 
to  the  corda^  made  by  domestic  as  well  as  for- 
eign hemp,  It  will  add  to  the  price  of  the  domes- 
tic hemp,  and  thus  promote  the  agriculture  of  the 
Western  States.  But  nothing  can  be  more  falla- 
cious. No  part  of  this  bounty  would  ever  reach 
a  pound  of  domestic  hemp  in  consequence  of  this 
amendment.  The  person  about  to  purchase  hemp, 
to  be  manufacturea  into  cordage,  for  exportation, 
would  buy  that  which  he  could  procure  on  the 
best  terms ;  that,  at  present,  would  be  the  foreign 
hemp,  bv  half  a  cent  per  pound.  No  domestic 
hemp,  pt  course,  would  be  purchased  for  this  pur- 
pose. This  bill,  with  its  amendment,  gives  a 
Dounty  of  a  cent  per  pound  to  the  domestic  as  well 
as  the  foreign  hemp.  The  difierence  in  favor  of 
the  foreign  hemp  would  still  be  the  same  it  was 
before,  that  is,  half  a  cent  per  pound ;  and  of  course 
none  of  the  domestic  hemp  would  be  purchased 
for  this  manufacture.  The  bounty,  therefore, 
would  not  reach  the  domestic,  but  would  produce 
an  excessive  importation  of  Russia  hemp.  And, 
as  the  conditions  required  for  exportation  of  cord- 
age for  the  benefit  of  drawback,  as  the  quantity 
to  be  exported  must  be  at  least  ten  tons,  (about 
the  value  of  fifteen  hundred  dollant,)  and  in  ves- 
seb  of  not  less  than  sixty  tons  burden,  would 
frequently  not  be  complied  with,  large  quantities 
of  hemp,  imported  for  exportation,  would  remain 
on  hand,  and  glut  the  domestic  market,  and  thus 
put  an  end  to  produce  of  domestic  hemp ;  while 
the  whole  of  the  manufacture  and  exportation  of 
cordage  would  be  confined  to  a  few  large  capital- 
ists in  our  seaport  towns. 

This  cannot  be  considered  as  a  bill  for  the  en- 
couragement of  domestic  manufactures,  because 
the  slieht  additional  value  given  to  the  raw  ma- 
terial, oy  the  manufacture  of  cordage,  is  of  no  im- 
portance when  compared  with  other  objects  that 
demand  our  attention.  And  it  is  calculated  ma- 
terially to  injure  agriculture. 

It  mar,  however,  be  considered  as  a  bill  in  favor 
of  the  shipping  interest,  and,  as  such,  demands 
our  serious  attention.  And  if  it  can  be  made  to 
serve  that  interest^  without  prejudice  to  other  im- 
portant interests,  it  will  be  our  duty  to  vote  for  it. 

I  must  be  permitted  to  believe  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Rhode  Island  greatly  overrates  the  im- 


portance of  his  bill.  He  charges  Congre&s  witb 
9280,000  for  having  neglected  to  pass  his  bill  last 
session.  We  might,  he  says,  hare  made  and  ex- 
ported a  thousand  tons  of  cordage  during  the  last 
year,  for  which  we  should  have  received  oDe  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  per  ton.  This,  however, 
would  amount  to  no  more  than  $150,000.  Ther^ 
fore,  our  loss  could  be  no  more  than  this  som,  if 
our  good  friends,  the  Russians,  had  given  us  the 
hemp,  and*  it  had  cost  nothing  to  import,  manu- 
facture, and  export  it;  but  a  thousand  tons  of 
cordage  is  about  twice  the  quantity  we  shall  be 
able  to  sell  in  the  West  Indies  and  South  America. 

As  the  American  tonnage  is  exceeded  bv  that 
of  no  nation  except  Great  Britain,  it  may  be  as- 
sumed as  a  safe  p^ition,  that  the  cordage  waoted 
for  our  own  shipping  would  be  five  times  as  much 
as  we  could  sell  in  the  West  Indies  and  Soutli 
America,  even  if  we  had  the  whole  market  to 
ourselves,  which  we  never  shall  have. 

I  will  endeavor  to  make  an  estimate  of  the 
amoimt  of  cordage  required  for  our  own  shippiag. 
by  taking  an  average  of  the  four  years,  1817, 1S16, 
1819,  and  1820.  The  portion  of  domestic  hemp 
made  use  of,  being  very  small,  is  not  taken  ioto 
the  calculation.  In  those  four  years  we  imported, 
of  cables  and  tarred  cordage,  684  tons ;  and,  du- 
ring the  same  time,  exported  400  tons,  upon  which 
a  drawback  was  allowed ;  leaving  284  tons  for 
our  own  ships.  It  appears  from  this  that  nearly 
five-eighths  of  the  whole  imported,  was  afterwards 
exported  for  the  benefit  of  drawback.  It  i$  b^ 
lieved,  however,  by  those  who  are  acquainted 
with  our  commerce  and  shipping,  that  a  large 
portion  of  this  cordage,  200  tons  at  least,  thus  ex- 
ported, has  been  transferred  again  to  oar  own 
ships,  and  appropriated  to  the  ringing  of  those 
ships,  by  which  the  revenue  has  been  defrauded 
to  the  amount  of  thirteen  or  fourteen  thousaod 
dollars.  In  the  year  1817,  the  quantity  exported 
exceeded  the  quantity  imported  by  nearly  tei 
tons.  This  might  have  -arisen  from  a  surplos  of 
imports  the  preceding  year ;  affording  a  just  grooDd 
to  suspect  fraud.  If  we  add  these  200  tons  to  the 
284  tons,  it  will  make  484  tons  of  cordage  for  our 
own  shipping.  Deduct  20  per  cent,  for  the  tar, 
and  it  will  leave  366  tons  of  hemp  contained  in 
this  cordage. 

During  the  same  years,  we  imported  14,151  tm 
of  hemp ;  of  this,  we  will  suppose  one-third  part 
was  made  use  of  for  other  purposes  of  manulac- 
ture  than  cables  and  cordage.  This  will  leo^e 
9,434  tons,  to  which  add  the  366  tons  contained 
in  the  imported  cordage,  and  it  amounts  to  9,797 
tons  of  hemp,  for  our  whole  shipping  for  four 
years,  or  2,449  tons  per  year.  The  fifth  part  of 
which  quantity,  489  tons,  or,  at  most,  500  tons,  i^ 
as  much  as  we  can  hope  to  sell  to  Uie  people  of 
South  America  and  the  West  Indies.  Tnis,  how- 
ever, is  exclusive  of  about  100  tons  a  year,  which 
would  be  fraudulently  exported  and  made  use  of 
for  rigffine  our  own  vessels. 

As  the  hemp  of  which  this  cordage  is  made,  i> 
to  be  paid  for,  together  with  ehar^  for  importa- 
tion, manufacture,  and  exportation;  and,  &s  it 
must  be  sold  at  the  lowest  profit,  as  otherwise  the 
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English  will  undersell  u^,  the  clear  profits  will  be 
so  small,  tbat  I  shall  feel  no  uneasiness  as  to  my 
part  of  the  responsibility  of  baring  neglected  to 
pass  this  bill  last  session. 

If  it  is  the  true  policy  of  our  Government  to 
encourage  the  manufacture  of  articles  from  for- 
eign materials,  by  an  allowance  of  drawbacks,  we 
are  about  to  begin  with  the  most  unfortunate  ar- 
ticle tbat  could  be  selected. 

Because  the  manufacture  of  cordage  adds  less, 
than  almost  any  others,  to  tbe  value  of  the  raw 
material;  because  it  wUl  discourase  agriculture 
by  patting  an  end  to  the  growth  of  hemp  in  the 
Western  country;  because  it  will  lead  to  more 
abose  and  fraud  upon  the  revenue  than  any  other 
article;  and  because  it  will  increase  our  commerce 
with  Russia,  which  always  has  been,  and  always 
will  be,  an  unfavorable  one  to  this  country. 

Ifgreat  frauds  now  take  place  in  the  exporta- 
tion of  cordage  under  our  drawback  law,  which 
are  strict,  what  are  we  to  expect  under  tbe  present 
bill,  which  provides  no  adequate  protection  for 
our  revenue  ? 

The  cordage  now  imported,  must  be  exported 
withia  a  year  of  its  importation,  to  entitle  tne  ex- 
porter to  tbe  benefit  ot  drawback ;  and  to  coun- 
tries not  immediately  adjoining  the  United  States; 
bat  under  this  bill  no  time  is  prescribed^^nd  tbe 
cordage  may  be  landed  in  the  English  or  Spanish 
territories,  within  sight  of  the  United  States. 
The  oatbs  to  be  taken  for  tbe  safety  of  the  revenue 
are  of  so  loose  a  texture  that  they  may  be  com- 
pletely evaded  without  exposing  the  exporters  to 
a  proaeculion  for  pferjury. 

In  the  making  otcordage  twenty  per  cent,  of 
tar  is  made  use  of,  says  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island.  I  believe  more  frequently  twenty-five  per 
cent.)  aod  I  think  I  have  seen  ropes  composed  of 
one-third  part  tar.  Tbe  manufacturer  will  find  it 
his  interest  to  use  as  much  tar  as  possible  in  his 
cordage,  because,  by  this,  he  will  obtain  a  draw- 
back upon  an  article  which  pays  no  duty. 

In  the  year  1794,  a  duty  of  eight  cents  per  pound 
wablaid  upon  snuflf,  manufactured  for  sale,  and  a 
drawback  equal  to  the  duty  granted  on  such  as 
shoald  be  exported  to  a  foreign  country;  with 
abundance  of  oaths,  to  protect  the  revenue  from 
fraud. 

In  1795,  it  was  discovered,  that  the  apparent 
gross  amount  of  the  duties  on  this  article,  amounted 
to  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  that  the  draw- 
backs upon  the  same  amounted  to  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars.  Congress  then  changed  their 
plan,  and  laid  a  tax  upon  snuff  mills,  and  allowed 
a  drawback  of  six  cents  per  pound  upon  snuff  ex- 
ported. But  the  makers  of  snuff  were  an  over- 
match for  Congress.  They  ground  up  large  quan- 
tities of  the  stocks  and  stems  of  tobacco,  which, 
under  the  name  of  snuff,  they  exported ;  and,  thus 
Reived  from  the  treasury  six  cents  per  pound  up- 
oa  an  article  which  cost  them  about  two  cents  per 
pound,  and  which  was  worth  nothing;  and, 
^aily,  Congress  abandoned  this  snuff  business, 
a>  a  losing  concern.  If  our  rope-makers  should 
prove  to  be  as  adroit  in  their  business  as  these  in- 
genious snaff-grinders.  we  may  possibly  see  ropes 


made  entirely  of  tar,  for  the  benefit  of  draw- 
back. 

This  bill  will  have  a  tendency  to  increase  our 
trade  with  Riutsia,  which  has  always  been  unfa- 
vorable to  the  United  States.  We  import  from 
that  country  chiefly  hemp  and  iron ;  articles  which 
we  can  produce  at  home,  to  an  unlimited  extent ; 
articles^  too,  for  which  we  should  never  depend 
on  foreign  nations,  in  peace  or  war.  The  impor- 
tation of  these  articles  for  home  consumption, 
would,  under  any  circumstances,  be  highly  preju- 
dicial to  this  country ;  but  the  more  so,  while  the 
balance  of  trade  with  that  nation  is  a^inst  us,  to 
an  amount  of  more  than  twenty  millions  of  dol- 
lars, in  the  last  twenty  years. 

In  the  year  ending  the  30th  September,  1821, 

Oar  imports  from  Russia  amounted  to     -  $1,662,199 

Our  exports  to  Russia  of  domes- 
tic produce  sod  maoafactare, 
to $197,939 

Of  foreign  produce  and  manu- 
iactore       ....     500,965 

6S8,844 


Leaving  against  us  a  balance  of 


•  $1,238,805 


In  fact,  Russia  wants  but  little  of  our  produce) 
and  we  want  none  of  hers. 

The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  professes 
great  anxiety  to  be  doing  something  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  manufactures  of  this  country.  I  will 
take  the  liberty  of  pointing  his  attention  to  sub- 
jects of  the  highest  importance,  which  will  afford 
him  an  ample  field  for  the  exercise  of  his  talents 
and  his  practical  knowledge. 

During  the  last  year,  we  imported,  for  domestic 
consumption,  articles  to  an  amount  of  more  than 
twenty-five  millions  of  dollars,  seven-eishths  of 
which  we  ousht  to  manufacture  for  ourselves,  and 
from  the  produce  of  our  country. 

Of  woollen  and  cotton  goods  (value)      -  $16,000,000 

Ardent  spirits 3,000,000 

Sugars 2,000,000 

Russia,  Ravens,  and  Holland  duck  and 

sheeting 500,000 

White  and  red  lead,  ochres  and  other 

paints 300,000 

Lead  in  sheets,  bars,  pigs,  and  shot       •  300,000 
Cables,  cordage,  tarrsd  anrd  untarred,  and 

twmc 180^000 

Hammered  bar  iron       ....  1,000,000 
Other  kinds  of  iron  and  steel        •        -  500,000 
Articles  of  iron  and  steel,  paying  ad  va- 
lorem duties 1,600,000 

$25,230,000 


This  list  might  be  extended  to  a  variety  of  other 
important  articles. 

when  we  shall  have  taken  care  to  manufac- 
ture these  articles  for  ourselves,  it  will  be  time  to 
provide  for  our  neighbors. 

Mr.  D'WoLP  replied  to  Mr.  Dickbrson  and 
others.  He  spoke  at  considerable  length,  further 
in  support  of  the  bill,  and  to  show  that  there  was 
no  connexion  between  the  objects  and  effects  of 
this  bill,  and  the  amendment  offered  with  the 
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view  of  encoaragiog  the  growth  of  domestic  |  ponies  which  have  been  incorporated  within  the 
hemp.  If  iotrodaced  separately,  he  was  ready  to  I  United  States,  for  the  improvement  of  int^nal 
giye  his  support  to  any  just  measure  for  the  en-  •  commerce  and  narigation,  and  agreed  thereto, 
couragement  of  hemp  and  other  staples  of  the  The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Western  country;  and  areued  to  show  that  the  motion  ofyesterday,  for  instnictiog  the  Committee 
amendment  would  not  produce  the  result,  &c.  on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the  expedieDcy  of 
Mr.  MoBBiL  was  decidedly  opposed  to  the  •  continuing  in  force  the  act  to  provide  for  reports 
amendment ;  but  was  not  averse  to  the  bill  itself,  •  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  agreed 
particularly  if  certain  restrictions  should  be  adopt-  !  thereto. 

ed ;  and  submitted  at  some  len^^h  his  views  of .     The  Senate  resumed  the  consid^ation  of  the 
the  effect  which  each  would  produce  on  the  reve-  |  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the 
nue,  which 
impaired 


icfa  he  apprehended  would  be  seriously  j  petition  of  Samuel  N.  Smallwood,  and  others,  eit- 
l  if  the  bill  passed  with  the  amendment    j  izens  of  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and,  in  concor- 


Mr.  Talbot  again  rose  and  addressed  the  Sen- 
ate in  support  and  explanation  of  the  opinions  he 
had  before  advanced,  and  in  reply  to  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  amendment. 


rence  therewith,  resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Seward  was 
,  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  DiCKEBSON  and  Mr.  D'Wolf  also  further  j     xhe  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Bnhler  was  read 
explained  their  views;  when  the  second  lime,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 

The  question  was   taken  on  Mr.   Talbot's  i  qq  Public  Lands, 
amendment,  and  was  lost^-ayes  15,  noes  28.  !      Tht  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Forrest  was 


Mr.  Macon  then  submitted,  much  at  large,  his 
views  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  the  policy — so 
iniucious  to  the  private  happiness  of  those  nations 
which  had  roost  pursued  it — that  of  allowing 
bounties  to  particular  classes  of  the  community. 
He  adverted  to  various  particulars  connected  with 
the  agriculture,  commerce,  and  other  interests  of 
the  nation,  to  point  out  where  the  policy  of  the 
Government  had  been  beneficial  and  where  detri- 
mental to  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  LowBiE  briefly  stated  why  he  conceived 
that  the  bill  without  the  amendment  would  dis- 
courage the  growth  of  hemp  in  this  country, 
which  was  an  important  staple,  and  the  domestic 
production  of  which,  under  circumstances  that 
might  arise,  would  be  ruined  by  the  operation  of 
the  bill. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Chanoleb,  wishing  to  offer  some  amend- 
ments to  the  bill,  moved  to  postpone  its  further 
consideration  (o  Monday  next.  This  motion  was 
lost — ayes  18,  noes  19. 

Mr.  Chandler  then,  after  a  few  explanatory 
remarks,  proposed  an  amendment,  to  require  the 
person  about  to  export  cordage  for  the  benefit  of 
the  drawback,  "  to  furnish  the  collector  of  the 
'  customs,  at  the  port  from  which  the  exportation 
'  is  to  take  place,  with  satisfactory  evidence  to 

*  show  what  ship  or  vessel  the  raw  material  was 

*  imported  in,  ot  which  the  article  to  be  exported 

*  was  made,  and  that  it  was  imported  within  one 
'  year  then  last  past." 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Smith, 
of  Maryland ;  but,  before  the  question  wi^s  taken, 
the  bill  and  amendment  were,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
pARROTT,  postponed  to  Thursday. 


Tuesday,  December  31. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  30th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  a  subscription,  on 
behalf  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  of 
a  certain  portion  of  the  stock  of  the  different  com- 


read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Liouisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Ann  Dubord,  wife  of  Joseph  Antonio  De 
Reano,  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  nraying  per- 
mission to  remove  her  slaves  from  Cuba.  The  p^ 
tition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oo 
the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Ai 
exander  A.  White,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
with  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the  peUtiooei 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  same  committee,  ic 
which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joshua  Russell, 
of  Tyler  county,  Virginia,  made  a  report,  accom- 
panied with  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Russel 
The  report  and  bill  were  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  HumpH 
and  Sylvester  Humphrey  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed.  i 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatires  ol 
John  Donelson,  Thomas  Carr,  and  others,  wa: 
read  a  third  time,  and,  after  some  discussioa^  re 
committed  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tii< 
engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Byers,  whicl 
had  been  previously  read  a  third  time ;  and,  re 
solved,  that  this  bill  pass. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN  presented  the  memorial  of  W>^ 
liam  Gramble,  praying  compensation  for  serrices 
as  inspector  of  the  customs.  The  memorial  wa 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  petition  of  K^jai 
Board  man,  captain  in  the  second  re^ment  o 
United  States'  infantry,  praying  relief  in  the  set 
tlement  of  his  accounts.  The  petition  was  read 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

The  Senate  took  up,  in  Committee  of  ^ 
Whole,  the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for^ 
repair  of  the  national  road  from  Cumberland  ^ 
the  Ohio  river. 
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Senate. 


On  the  question  of  filling  the  blank  left  in  the 
bill  for  the  amount  of  the  appropriation — 

Mr.  Talbot  said  he  was  not  able,  from  his  own 
observation  alone,  to  say  with  confidence  what 
sum  would  be  adequate  to  the  object  of  the  bill. 
At  the  last  session  the  sum  of  nine  thousand  dol- 
lars would  have  been  sufficient;  but  such  had 
beeD  the  injuries  and  dilapidations  suffered  subse- 
quently by  the  neglect  to  make  the  repairs  in  time, 
that  he  was  induced  to  believe  it  would  now  re- 
quire Dot  less  than  thirty  thousand  dollars  to  put 
the  road  in  good  condition  on  its  whole  extent. 
This  opinion  was  founded  not  on  his  own  obser- 
vaiioD  alone,  as  he  had  stated,  but  on  the  infor 
mation  of  gentlemen  of  judgment  and  veracity 
who  had  recently  travelled  the  road.  He  there- 
fore moved  that  the  blank  be  filled  with  thirty 
thousand. 

Mr.  Macon  thought  it  would  be  best  not  to  de- 
cide this  question  by  guess,  but  endeavor  to  obtain 
ioformation  to  govern  the  Senate  iq  voting  the 
appropriation ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  giving  time 
for  inquiry,  he  moved  that  the  bill  be  postponed 
to  Thursday. 

Mr.  Talbot  bad  no  objection  to  the  postpone- 
ment; bat  he  was  not  aware  of  any  means  by 
which  the  Senate  could  acquire  more  precise  in- 
formation than  it  now  had  in  its  possession — the 
opinion  which  he  had  given,  being  derived  from 
the  information  of  intelligent  men,  who  had  just 
pajvsed  over  the  road. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  thought  the  sum  pro- 
posed rather  large;  and  suggested  whether  the 
geotleman  had  not  better  inform  himself,  at  the 
treasury  Department,  what  sum  would  probably 
be  necessary  for  the  object. 

Mr.  R.  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  would  not 
object  to  the  postponement,  if  gentlemen  would 
poiot  out  any  resources  of  positive  information ; 
but  he  was  convinced,  after  all  their  inquiries,  the 
question  would  be  entirely  conjectural.  It  was 
impof^sible  for  the  Senate,  on  such  a  question,  to 
proceed  with  mathematical  certainty ;  he  wished 
ihem  to  vote,  at  once,  the  sum  which  appeared  to 
them  requisite — either  thirty  thousand,  or  twenty- 
five  thousand,  or  twenty  thousand  dollars,  but  not 
procrastinate  the  subject  without  any  probability 
of  acquiring  more  precise  information.  His  col- 
league had  conversed  with  intelligent  gentlemen 
well  acquainted  with  the  road,  and  the  informa- 
tion derived  fiom  them  was  as  good,  he  presumed, 
as  could  be  obtained ;  if  any  better  were  expected, 
he  would  thank  gentlemen  to  point  it  out.  Al- 
though he  believed  that  thirty  thousand  dollars 
would  not  be  more  than  necessary,  he  would  rather 
take  twenty  thousand  than  postpone  the  bill.  Mr. 
J.  rennarked  that  the  Senate  had  been  liberal  to 
the  West  at  the  last  session,  on  a  similar  question, 
and  be  hoped  they  would  now  show  towards  that 
section  of  the  country  a  feeling  not  less  kind,  but 
rote  a  sum  adequate  to  put  the  road  in  repair. 

Mr.  RuQGLEs  would  merely  suggest,  before  the 
1ue^tion  was  taken,  that  the  second  and  third 
sections  of  the  bill,  (which  provide  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  agent  to  superintend  the  repairs) 
were  unnecessary,  as  he  believed  the  superintend- 
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ent  who  heretofore  filled  the  appointment,  (Mr. 
Shriver,)  was  still  in  office;  for  he,  although  the 
road  had  been  completed  some  time,  had  been  re- 
tained for  the  purpose  of  closing  the  accounts,  and 
a  better  or  more  I'aithful  agent,  Mr.  R.  presumed 
could  not  be  obtained. 
The  bill  was  then  postponed  to  Thursday. 

ROBERT  PURDY. 

The  Senate  took  up,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Colonel  Robert 
Purdy. 

[The  circuiDitances  on  which  this  bill  wa«  founded, 
were,  according  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afiiiir«,  the  following:  In  the  year  1809, 
Robert  Purdy,  the  petitioner,  was  a  Lieutenant  Col- 
onel in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  in  com- 
mand of  the  troopi  stationed  at  Highwassee  garrison. 
A  certain  William  Luty,  a  pedlar  by  oeeupation^  ap- 
plied for  permission  to  sell  goods  to  the  soldiers,  which 
was  granted  him  on  condition  that  he  would  not  sell 
spirituous  liquors  to  the  soldiers,  nor  Indian  coon- 
trymen.  Shortly  after  said  Luty  obtained  this  permi»- 
sion,  he  was  detected  in  violating  garrison  orders, 
whereupon  he  was  confined  under  guard,  and  was 
convicted  by  a  court  of  inquiry,  of  having  sold  spirits, 
both  to  the  troops  and  Indian  countrymen.  Luty  was 
kept  under  guard  for  about  three  days,  when  he  waa 
liberated  and  directed  to  leave  the  garrison ;  but,  in- 
stead of  complying  with  these  directions,  Luty  got 
possession  of  one  or  two  cabins  near  the  garrison,  and 
within  the  Indian  territory,  where  he  continued  to  sell 
spirits,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  subordination  and 
discipline  of  the  garrison,  and  in  violation  of  the  laws 
regulating  intercourse  wiih  the  Indian  tribes.  Colonel 
Purdy  ordered  the  cabins  in  which  Luty  had  taken 
shelter  to  be  pulled  down,  and  they  were  demolished 
accordingly.  After  Luty  was  thus  forced  to  leave  the 
garrison,  he  instituted  actions  of  trespass  and  false  im- 
prisonment against  Colonel  Purdy,  and  thereby  sub- 
jected him  to  the  payment  of  ^816  70,  costs,  and 
charges.  It  appears  that  the  court  in  Tennessee 
claimed  and  exercised  jurisdietion  of  acts  committed 
within  the  Indian  territory,  and  determined  that  Lnly 
could  not  be  considered  a  sutler,  because  ho  was  pro- 
hibited from  selling  tpiriU.  The  committee  remark 
that  it  is  a  subject  of  much  delicacy  to  review  th» 
decisions  of  our  courts  of  justice ;  but  are  compelled 
to  remark,  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  in  this 
case  is  doubtful,  to  say  the  least  of  it.  And  they  are 
confident  that  a  license  to  sell  spirits  is  not  essential 
to  constitute  the  character  of  a  sutler.  But,  admitting 
the  court  to  be  correct,  both  as  to  jurisdiction,  and  the 
definition  of  a  sutler,  yet  the  committee  are  of  opinion 
the  petitioner  is  entitled  to  relief.  Because,  they  are 
satisfied  he  acted  with  the  sole  view  of  promoting  the 
public  interest  confided  to  his  command  ;  that  he  had 
no  other  means  of  restoring  order  and  subordination 
among  the  troops,  and  oi  enforcing  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  regulating  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes.  And,  that  he  pursued,  on  this  occasion,  the 
same  course  which  had  been  universally  adopted  by 
the  commanding  officer  of  ourfrontier  garrisons.  And, 
therefore,  they  reported  the  bill  for  his  relief.] 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  recapitulated,  for 
the  information  of  gentlemen  who  were  not  in  the 
Senate  in  former  sessions  when  this  bill  was  con- 
sidered, the  facts  of  the  case,  and  the  reasons  gen- 
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erally  which  rendered  its  passage  just  and  equi- 
table. 

Mr.  Macon  made  an  inquiry  or  two  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Military  Committee,  relative  to 
some  of  the  facts  stated  in  the  report,  touching  the 
legality  of  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Purdy.  It  was 
a  pretty  high-handed  measure,  Mr.  M.  said,  for  a 
citizen  to  l^  imprisoned  by  a  military  officer,  and 
he  wished  to  be  satisfied  that  the  act  was  jus- 
tifiable. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  replied  to  the 
question  of  Mr.  Macon.  The  cabins  occupied  by 
iiUty  were  on  the  line  of  the  Indian  territory,  and 
when  that  part  which  was  within  the  boundary 
was  demolished,  the  other  of  course  fell.  When 
Luty  committed  the  act  for  which  he  was  impris- 
onea.  it  was  not  only  within  the  Indian  reserva- 
tion, but  within  the  encampment  ground  of  Colo- 
nel Purdy.  Mr.  W.  said  the  courts  of  Tennessee 
had  decided  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  was 
coextensive  with  ita  chartered  limits,  as  well  with- 
ia  the  Indian  grounds  as  where  the  Indian  title 
bad  been  extinguished,  and  had,  in  pursuance  of 
that  principle,  given  damages  to  Luty.  The  courts 
of  Georgia,  Mr.  W.  said,  ne  understood  had  de- 
cided dtnerently,  and  he  was  inclined  to  think  this 
decision  was  a  correct  one,  though  he  was  not 
prepared  to  give  a  positive  opinion. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  would  make  a  sug- 
gestion, as  apposite  to  the  subject,  though  perhaps 
unimportant.  The  United  States  had  assigned 
all  the  judicial  power  they  possessed  to  its  own 
courts ;  one  moiety  of  the  judicial  power  of  the 
people  was  assigned  to  the  Federal  courts,  and 
the  other  moietv  to  the  State  courts ;  would  it  not, 
therefore,  he  asKed,  be  unconstitutional  for  Con- 
gress to  undertake  to  revise  a  judicial  decision  ? 
Could  it  rightfully  interfere  with  such  decisions, 
after  they  were  made  by  the  courts  ^  If  the  trial 
of  the  petitioners  was  a  question  arising  under  the 
Constitution  or  laws  of  the  Union,  it  would  be  one 
reserved  to  the  Federal  courts  to  decide,  and  the 
party  grieved  might  have  recourse  to  the  Federal 
courts  for  redress ;  then  was  it  right,  Mr.  T.  asked, 
for  Congress  to  undertake  to  give  him  that  which 
was  provided  by  a  different  branch  of  the  Grov- 
ernment  ?  If  aggrieved  by  the  decision  of  a  State 
court,  he  could  still,  according  to  the  construction 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  resort  to  the  Federal  court 
for  redress.  But  how  was  it,  Mr.  T.  inquired,  that 
a  military  officer  could  have  the  right  to  come 
forward  to  Congress  for  redress  from  a  judicial 
decibion,  which  a  civil  character  could  not  claim 
from  Congress  for  any  hard  or  erroneous  judgment 
he  might  suffer  from  a  court? — ^particularly if  that 
officer  has,  by  the  twenty-fifth  section  of  the  Ju- 
diciary act,  the  right  of  removing  his  cause  to  the 
Federal  courts?  The  precedent  was  bad,  Mr.  T. 
thought,  because  it  would  have  the  effect  to  bring 
much  business  of  the  same  kind  before  the  Legis- 
lature, which  it  cannot,  cither  properly  or  advan- 
tageously decide  on.  In  reference  to  the  practice 
of  Congress  in  such  matters,  Mr.  T.  remembered 
an  old  case  which  was  appUcable  to  the  subject. 
France  once  had  a  body  called  a  Parliament :  it 
was  very  numerous,  and  as  all  the  members  could 


not  get  information  on  and  fully  understand  eve 
subject,  they  appointed  a  committee  of  one  me 
ber,  called  a  Reporter,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  bo 
relied  on  the  statements  of  that  one  individu 
This  practice  virtually  reduced  the  body  to  a  si 
gle  member.    Here,  said  Mr.  T.,  we  pursue  tl 
same  course,  and  iudge  on  claims  at  second  han 
on  the  report  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  commute 
If,  Mr.  T.  continued,  we  are  to  act  on  such  que 
tions,  which  are  judicial  in  their  character, 
ought  to  decide  according  to  the  principles  whi 
govern  judges.    Would  a  bench  of  judges  lea 
the  decision  of  a  case  to  one  of  their  number,  a 
all  the  rest  submit  their  judgments  to  the  opini 
of  that  one  ?    Such  was  the  practice  in  the  Led 
lature,  and  it  showed  the  impropriety  of  bringiu 
into  Congress  such  business,  which  lielonged  pro 
erly  to  the  courts,  where  each  one  who  had 
decide,  was  well  informed  of  the  merits  of  tt 
case,  and  rendered  justice  accordingly.    But 
such  subjects  are  to  be  received  by  appeal  fro 
the  courts,  we  ought,  Mr.  T.  said,  lor  the  sake 
that  economy  which  all  profess  to  desire,  to  a 
point  a  court  of  exchequer,  instead  of  decidid 
them  here.    Let  us,  said  he,  take  a  hint  from  m\ 
narchical  Governments,  (certainly  not  renown 
for  their  economy,)  and  appoint  a  court  of  exch 
quer,  which  will  be  better  able  to  decide  whe 
justice  lies,  than  such  a  body  as  this,  where  all  a 
too  much  occupied  with  business  of  a  difi'ere 
kind  to  investigate  such  subjects.    Mr.  T.  co 
tinned  to  argue  at  some  length  against  the  pra 
tice  of  acting  on  such  claims  in  Congress,  whe 
so  much  depended  on  the  talents  and  integrity 
any  gentleman  who  might  patronize  a  claim, 
was  spending  the  money  ot  the  nation  on  cas 
which  were  not  understood,  and  in  fees  which  t 
litigants  would  have  to  pay  in  court,  and  oug 
to  pay  there.     The  trial  was,  moreover,  here, 
parte  ;  no  testimony  was  taken  on  the  ad  verse  sid 
the  statements  of  the  petitioner  only  were  recei 
ed ;  a  committee  heard  the  case,  and  the  Hou 
was  governed  by  their  report. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  in  reference  to  the  pr 
priety  of  granting  indemnity  to  Colonel  Purd 
cited  several  cases  where  officers,  during  the  la 
war,  were  ordered  to  perform  acts  which  were  prj 
nounced  illegal  by  the  courts,  for  which  the  ofl 
cers  had  judgments  for  damages  rendered  again 
them ;  they  asked  of  Congress  relief,  and  had  ge 
erally  received  it,  even  where  the  decision  of  U 
State  court  was  perfectly  correct;  but  in  cas 
where  the  officer  was  obliged  to  obey  the  orden; 
his  superior.  An  officer  was  not  to  consider  wb 
ther  his  orders  were  right  or  wrong — ^his  duty  wj 
to  obey  them ;  in  doing  so,  he  might  incur  aam| 
ges  wnich  would  be  ruinous  to  him,  unless  Co| 
gress  afforded  him  relief.  There  had  been  casj 
(and  Mr.  H.  adverted  to  several)  in  which  officej 
bad  suffered  for  acts  of  duty,  in  which  it  was  cle^ 
that  they  could  have  pursued  their  remedy  in  t^ 
Federal  courts,  under  the  25th  section  of  the  Jud| 
clary  act ;  but  as  the  sums  were  small,  and  tl{ 
officers  were  known  to  have  acted  in  good  fait 
and  for  the  best — even  where  not  acting  under  o 
ders — they  were  relieved  by  the  Legislature. 
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was  well  koowo,  Mr.  H.  said,  that  in  the  Northern 
States,  during  the  late  war,  there  was  a  good  deal 
of  excitement,  and  considerable  jealousy  and  ill 
will  towards  military  officers ;  and  it  was  hard  for 
them  to  get  jostice ;  they  were  obliged  to  appeal  to 
Congress  for  relief,  and  where  they  were  thought 
to  have  acted  for  the  best  interests  of  the  United 
Stales  they  had  been  usuallyr  relieved ;  for,  though 
the  officer  might  seek  relief  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
aod  should  gain  his  suit,  it  would  oAen  be  a  remedy 
without  relief,  for  the  expenses  of  such  an  appeal 
would  frequently  amount  to  as  much  as  the  whole 
sum  inToived  in  some  of  the  cases. 

Mr.  ViN  Bdren  observed  that  the  Constitution 
had  rery  wisely  divided  the  judicial  power  in  the 
manner  described  by  Mr.  Taylor,  between  the 
State  and  the  F^detal  courts ;  and,  in  reply  to  that 
gentteraan,  said  he  bad  yet  to  learn  that  relief  had 
erer  been  granted  by  Congress  to  any  applicant  on 
the  aTOwed  ^oond  of  error  in  the  decision  of  the 
court,  if  the  court  was  one  of  competent  power, 
fiat,  althoogb  it  was  not  competent  for  Congress 
to  gire  reiia  on  this  ground,  it  was  right  to  do  so 
on  a  fariety  of  other  grounds.  There  might  be 
cases  in  which  an  officer  acts  contrary,  and  know- 
ingly contrary,  to  law,  but  wliere  the  exigency  of 
the  case  secures  to  the  United  States  a  good  by 
the  illegal  act ;  yet,  in  such  cases  as  these,  the  Le- 
gislature will  relieve  the  officer  from  the  conse- 
qQences  which  may  follow  his  act.  Such  cases 
had  been  relieTed— -one  even  at  the  last  session — 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  McNair.  Mr 
Van  Boren  cited  also  other  cases,  amongst  them, 
that  of  Mr.  Qelston,  the  former  collector  of  the 
port  of  New  York,  in  which  the  damages  amount- 
ed to  $130^000,  and  in  which,  although  there  was 
IK)  question  that  the  court  decided  ri^ht,  yet,  as  the 
officer  acted  for  the  good  of  the  United  States, 
Congress  relieved  him  from  the  damages,  great  as 
they  were.  The  officer  acted  on  his  own  risk,  and, 
as  ail  of  them  must  proceed  on  the  same  principle, 
they  would  be  liable  to  be  ruined  by  the  perfor- 
^&Qce  of  what  they  might,  though  erroneously, 
d^m  to  be  their  duty,  unless  Congress  were  to 
graot  relief,  for  ail  were  fallible,  and  liable  to  err. 
^r.  Van  Buren  applied  his  argument  to  the  pres- 
^Qt  case,  in  which  the  officer  had  done  nothing 
more  than  was  right  and  proper,  but  had  suffered 
damages  for  it;  such  an  officer,  so  acting,  ought 
certainlv  to  be  relieved,  as  an  intelligent  commit- 
tee of  tae  Senate  had  decided,  and  the  bill  ought 
^  pass  on  the  principles  both  of  consistency  and 
wood  policy. 

Mr.  iViLLtAMfl,  of  Tennessee,  again  rose  to  make 
*  few  remarks  in  reidy  to  Mr.  Taylor.  The  gen- 
tieman  had  said  that  Colonel  Purdy  could  have 
^ught  redress  in  the  Federal  court,  and  had  the 
^^or  of  the  State  court  corrected ;  but  Mr.  W. 
^JoQbied,  indeed  he  denied,  the  practicability  of 
^^at  course.  It  was  an  action  for  false  imprison- 
QeQt,and  he  did  not  see  how  a  Federal  court  could 
order  the  State  court  to  stay  proceedings  in  such 
^cise.  He  believed  it  had  been  contended  by  the 
Court  of  Appeals  in  Virginia,  that  the  Supreme 
CoQrt  of  the  United  States  had  no  jurisdiction 
over  the  State  courts,  in  cases  not  of  a  stronger 


character  than  the  one  under  consideration ;  and 
there  was  nothing  in  the  Constitution  or  laws  of 
the  Union  which  would  justify  Colonel  Purdy  in 
removing  his  case  to  the  Federal  court.  But  even 
if  he  had  possessed  that  right,  he  would  have  had  to 
go  a  thousand  miles  to  reach  the  Federal  court ;  and 
would  it  have  been  just  to  require  that  sacrifice  of 
an  officer  for  executing  his  duty  and  the  orders  of 
the  President?  What,  Mr.  W.  asked,  was  to  be- 
come of  public  agents,  under  the  circumstances  of 
the  petitioner,  before  the  gentleman's  court  of  ex- 
chequer could  hear  and  determine  their  cases? 
They  would  suffer  ruin,  before  relief  could  be  af- 
forded to  them.  Congress  had  always  acted  on 
such  cases,  he  said,  and  had  granted  relief  where 
the  party  applying  appeared  to  be  entitled  to  it. 
Nor  had  it  oeen  confined  to  officers  of  the  Army, 
as  he  showed  by  adducing  several  examples  of  a 
different  character.  Colonel  P.  he  said  had  incur- 
red these  damages  for  enforcing  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  and  doinff  his  duty,  as  he  conceived, 
and  it  was  one  of  that  class  of  cases  whidh,  if  any, 
was  entitled  to  relief.  It  was  the  performance  of 
the  very  duty  for  which  he  was  placed  in  the  In- 
dian territory ;  and  if  he  had  neglected  to  act  as 
he  did,  he  would  have  made  himself  liable  to  be 
arraigned  a nd  disgraced  for  a  neglect  of  dut^.  Mr. 
W.  particularized  a  number  of  cases  growing  out 
of  the  late  war,  in  which  damages  recovered 
against  officers  for  false  imprisonment,  would  have 
ruined  them,  but  for  the  interposition  of  Congress. 
An  expedition  Mr.  W.  said,  had  recently  been  or- 
dered to  sea  against  the  pirates ;  it  mignt  happen 
that  some  persons  might  be  taken  under  circuni- 
stances  so  suspicious  and  strong  as  to  justify  their 
seizure  and  imprisonment,  yet  appear  in  the  end  to 
be  pirates ;  yet  would  an v  one  say  that  Commo- 
dore Porter  ought  to  be  sufiered  to  be  ruined  by  ac- 
tions for  false  imprisonment,  for  making  such  ar- 
rests ?  No,  certamly — Congress  would  not  hesi- 
tate to  indemnify  him. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Ohio,  made  a  few  remarks,  in- 
distinctly heard.  The  tenor  of  his  observations 
was,  that  where  an  officer  had  suffered  damages 
for  his  fidelity  to  the  United  States,  he  ought  not 
to  be  turned  away  from  Congress  without  redress, 
because  it  might  be  said  there  was  another  tribu- 
nal to  which  ne  mi^ht  resort;  and  that  where  an 
officer  had  done  his  duty  by  preventing  a  mis- 
chief, yet  incurred  a  responsibility  for  so  doing, 
he  was  equally  entitled  to  relief,  as  though  he  had 
waited  till  the  evil  was  perpetrated,  and  then  pun- 
ished it.  Mr.  B.  spoke  at  some  length  in  reply, 
(the  Reporter  understood.)  to  Mr.  Taylor  as  to 
the  cases  properly  referrible  to  the  Supreme  Court. 
Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  again  rose.  The  gen- 
tlemen opposed  to  him,  he  said,  had  yielded  the 
question.  The  petitioner,  it  was  stated,  was  fined 
for  executing  the  laws,  and  yet  he  was  punished 
by  law  for  executing  the  law.  Was  this  correct  7 
Ought  the  party  not  to  apply  to  those  laws  for  re- 
dress, which  he  suffered  for  executing  ?  and  were 
the  courts  not  the  proper  tribunal  for  him  to  ap- 
peal to  ?  Was  the  Treasury,  Mr.  T.  demanded, 
to  underwrite  every  officer  wno  is  cast  in  the  law  ? 
and  yet  it  would  come  to  this  by  the  establish- 
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ment  of  such  a  precedent.    Adopt  this  practice, 
Mr.  T.  said,  and  we  shall  sooo  have  here  plain- 
tiffand  defendant — ^petitions  will  be  presented  by 
collusion,  to  obtain  grants  from  the  Treasury,  and 
the  stakes  be  divided  between  the  parties.    Mr.  T. 
took  this  occasion,  in  reply  to  some  remarks  that 
had  been  made,  to  protest  against  the  appellate 
jurisdiction  assumed  by  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States.    The  power  denied,  was  no 
where  to  be  found  in  the  Constitution.    Returning 
to  the  subject  immediately  under  consideration. 
Mr.  T.  said,  if  military  officers  used  the  physical 
force  placed  under  their  command,  to  oppress  a 
citizen,  they  ought  to  be  the  last  who  ought  to  be 
excused ;  they  ought  to  be  punished.     This  peti- 
tioner either  broke  the  law  or  he  enforced  the  law. 
If  the  former,  ought  Congress  to  protect  him  ? 
and,  if  the  latter,  ought  the  courts  not  to  protect 
him  1    This  precedent,  he  repeated,  would  be  a 
bad  one.    It  was  more  necessary  to  make  the  mil- 
itary obedient  to  the  law  than  any  other  class ; 
and  he  would  not,  by  this  unnecessary  indemnity', 
encourage  them  to  break  the  law.  to  neglect  their 
defence  oefore  the  proper  tribunal,  and  then  grant 
them  a  priyileffe  here  not  granted  to  any  other  class 
of  citizens.    This  was,  indeed,  granting  an  exclu- 
sive privilege.    Exclusive  privileges !   exclaimed 
Mr.  T.    He  protested  against  them  with  vehe- 
mence^ as  abhorrent  to  justice  and  repugnant  to 
the  spirit  of  our  institutions.    Even  in  this  case, 
he  oDserved,  it  might  be  (he  would  not  assert  it, 
but  merely  suggest  the  idea)  that  the  petitioner 
came  here  in  concert  with  the  prosecution,  to 
squeeze  a  little  out  of  tbe  public  Treasury.    Mr. 
T.  again  adverted  to  the  power  contended  for 
by  the  Supreme  Court,  and  spoke  against  the 
supremacy  asserted  by  that  tribunal,  which  was 
a  mingling  of  jurisdictions,  he  said,  which  would 
bring  about  a  very  different  Grovernment  from 
that  which  the  Constitution  intended  to  establish. 
Mr.  Eaton,  of  Tennessee,  referred  to  the  nature 
of  the  present  case,  and  the  facts  disclosed  by  the 
most  incontestible  evidence,  to  show  that  there 
could  exist  no  possible  collusion  between  Colonel 
Purdy  and  his  prosecutor.    If,  however,  Mr.  E. 
said.  Colonel  P.   had  taken  the  course  recom- 
mended by  Mr.  Taylor,  there  would  have  been 
more  room  to  hazard  such  a  suggestion,  if  the 
character  of  the  officer  did  not  utterly  forbid  it. 
But,  Mr.  E.  said,  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the 
prisoner  to  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  for  re- 
dress, because  this  was  an  action  at  common  law, 
and  not  one  arising  under  a  law  of  the  United 
States  or  of  the  Constitution.    Another  reason, 
Mr.  E.  said,  why  Colonel  P.  could  not  apply  to 
the  Supreme  Court,  wai>,  that  the  sum  involved 
was  not  sufficient  to  entitle  him  to  an  appeal,  the 
laws  giving  the  right  of  appeal,  limiting  it  to 
sums  not  less  than  $1,000.   If  the  gentleman  (Mr. 
Taylor)  had  been  better  acquamted  with  the 
practice  of  the  Senate,  he  would  have  known, 
Mr.  E.  said,  that  there  was  no  danger  that  it 
would  ever  set  itself  up  as  a  revising  bodjr  over 
the  Judiciary.     It  was  but  the  very  last  session  of 
Congress  that  the  gentleman's  own  colleague, 
(Mr.  Barbour,)  had  eloquently  and  most  zeal- 


ously advocated  the  expediency  of  revising  and 
declaring  illegal  an  act  of  the  Judiciary—lie  al- 
luded to  the  case  of  Matthew  Lyon — ^but,  what- 
ever might  have  been  the  opinions  of  the  mem- 
bers, as  to  the  justice  of  the  decision  of  the  Coon 
in  the  case  of  Matthew  Lyon,  the  Senate  over- 
ruled the  opinion  of  the  gentleman,  and  deter- 
mined not  to  interfere  with  tbe  Judicial  Depart- 
ment, but  leave  it  to  the  undisturbed  performance 
of  its  duties.  The  Senate,  Mr.  E.  said,  had  thos 
solenomly  decided  against  the  princif^e  which  Mr. 
Taylor  seemed  so  much  to  dread  ;  the  gentleman 
might,  therefore,  let  his  fears  subside  as  to  tbe 
assumption  of  power  over  the  Judiciary  by  the 
Senate,  for  all  his  arguments  were  thrown  away 
on  such  apprehension.  As  to  the  present  case, 
Mr.  E.  repeated,  it  was  not  one  which  it  was  com- 
petent for  the  Supreme  Court  to  relieve;  it  was 
only  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  do  it ;  and^  as  it 
was  a  case  entitled  to  the  interposition  of  Co&- 
gresiL  he  hoped  the  bill  would  pass. 

After  a  few  further  explanatory  remarks  from 
Mr.  Macon  and  Mr.  Williams,  the  question  was 
taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time,  and  carried  without  a  division. 

Adjourned  to  Friday. 


Friday,  January  3, 1823. 

Mr.  Barbour  moved,  that  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  to  which  was  referred,  on  the 
17th  ultimo^  the  petition  of  Joseph  Emerson,  in 
behalf  of  himseU  and  others,  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof;  and,  on  motioo, 
it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.BoARDMAN  presented  the  memorial  of  Henry 
P.  Wilcox,  administrator  of  Joseph  Wilcox,  pray- 
ing compensation  for  carrying  George  A.  Hughes, 
the  bearer  of  despatches,  from  Havre  de  Grace  to 
the  United  States.  The  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  to  which  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  Benjamin  I.  Shain,  master  of  the 
schooner  Ajax,  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PREBinSNT  OF  THE  UnITEO  StATES  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .• 

In  compliance  with  the  three  resolutions  of  the 
Senate,  of  the  5th  April,  1822,  requesting  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  communicate,  io  detail^ 
the  expenses  of  bailding  each  vessel  of  war  authorized 
by  the  act  of  the  2d  of  January,  161S»  and  iUaopple* 
ments;  and,  also,  the  names,  nnmber,  grade,  Ad  of 
the  officers  and  men  employed  at  each  naval  •tatioOi 
during  the  two  years  immediately  preceding  the  fint 
of  January,  1822, 1  herewith  transmit  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  the  accomptnjioS 
documents,  which  contain  the  desired  information. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

VVjLSHiiTOTOBr,  January  3,  1823. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representaures 
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Senate. 


iDformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  parsed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled 
'An  act  further  to  regulate  the  entry  of  merchan- 
dise imported  into  we  United  States  from  any 
adjacent  territory;*'  a  bill,  entitled  '/An  act  in 
addition  to  'An  act  to  continue  in  force  'An  act 
to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and 
punish  the  crime  of  piracy ;  and,  also,  to  make 
lurther  proriaion  for  punishing  the  crimeof  piracy ;" 
and,  also,  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  continue  the 
present  mode  oi  supplying  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Purdy  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Holmes,  or  Maine,  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration : 

Resoktd,  That  the  pettcioti  of  Joseph  Emerson,  and 
others,  praying  for  indemnity  for  property  illegally 
ctptnred  by  the  croisers  of  the  French  Rupablic,  in 
the  year  1797,  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  with  directions  to  inquire  and  re- 
port whether  the  claim  of  the  petitioners  was  released 
to  the  French  GoTernment  by  the  United  States,  by 
the  Convention  between  the  two  Republtcs,  made  and 
concladed  oo  the  30th  September,  1800,  and  finally 
ratified,  on  the  part  of  France,  on  the  3Ut  July,  1801 ; 
and,  if  released  and  barred,  to  report  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  petitioners  :  Provided,  They  shall  produce 
satisfactory  evidence  of  the  illegal  capture  of  their 
property  by  the  French,  as  stated  in  their  petition. 

JOSEPH  JANNEY. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  unfavorable 
to  the  petition  of  Joseph  Janney,  of  Virginia,  who 
prays  to  be  paid  for  certain  buildings  burnt  by  the 
oritish,  in  1814,  because,  as  is  stated,  of  the  al- 
leged occupation  of  said  property  by  American 
troops. 

Mr.  Babbodr  moved  to  reverse  the  rejtort,  so  as 
to  declare  that  the  petition  ought  to  be  mnted  ; 
and  advocated  the  justice  and  reasonableness  of 
the  cbim  with  much  earnestness,  and  at  consid- 
erable length. 

Mr.  RuGGLES  (Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims)  replied  to  Mr.  Barbour,  and  defended 
the  report  of  the  committee ;  but  had  not  concluded 
his  remarks,  when  he  gave  way  for  a  motion  to 
^(ijoum ;  and  the  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  January  6. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  Jacob  Butler,  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
prayiog  compensation  for  two  horses  lost  in  the 
serrice  of  the  United  States,  during  the  late  war. 
The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

JU$ohedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
inetTQcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  modifying 
be  act  of  Congress  of  the  last  session,  entitled  *<An 
tct  for  the  establishment  of  a  Territorial  government  in 
iloridt,"  so  as  to  grant  the  right  of  appeal  and  wriu 
of  error  from  the  decisions  of  the  conrts  established  by 


said  act,  to  the  Sopreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
in  all  cases  above  -— »  dollars. 

Mr.  DicKERSON  submitted  the  following  mo- 
tion for  consideration : 

Reaolvedt  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  by  law  a  subscription!  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  to  the  stock  of  the  company  making  a 
canal  from  the  Delaware  river  to  the  Raritan,  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Macon  presented  the  memorial  of  Robert 
Abbott,  praving  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing 
the  equitable  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Cap- 
tain Johnston  Blakeley,  who,  with  the  crew  of 
the  Wasp,  was  lost  in  the  year  1814.  The  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Barton  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Raolvedt  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  authorizing  an  interchange  of  the  laws 
of  the  several  States,  by  maU,  free  of  postage. 

Mr.  LowRiE,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
concerning  the  disbursement  of  public  money," 
reported  the  same,  with  amendments,  which  were 
read. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Society  for  the  Encouragement  of 
Domestic  Manufactures,  praying  the  revision  of 
the  existing  tariff.  The  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  LowRiE  also  presented  the  petition  of  Sam- 
uel Walker^  of  Joseph  L.  Dutton,  and,  also,  of 
John  Martin,  and  others,  praying  remuneration 
for  the  occupation  and  use  of  their  property  by 
the  United  States,  during  the  late  war.  The  pe- 
titions were  severally  read,  and  respectively  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Rodney  rose  and  said,  that,  in  the  war 
which  we  were  now  waging  against  the  pirates 
in  the  West  India  seas,  it  was  proper,  he  thoocht, 
to  give  some  stimulus  to  our  seamen  engaged  in 
it.    Our  gallant  tars,  he  said,  were  not  likely  to 

Sin  in  such  a  war  the  honor  they  acquired  in  the 
;e  war,  and,  as  there  was  but  little  of  that  to  be 
got,  he  wished  to  supply  the  deficiency  by  pro- 
viding a  stimulus  of  another  kind.  He  therefore 
asked  leave  to  offer  the  following  resolution : 

Ruolvtdt  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
a  bounty  to  the  officers  and  crews  uf  the  public  armed 
vessels  of  the  United  States ;  and  to  the  owners,  offi- 
cers, and  crews  of  the  private  armed  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  prisoners  captured^  and  the 
guns  taken  by  them,  in  any  piratical  vessel. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Joseph  Janney ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  on  the 
petition  of  Alexander  A.  White  ;  and  it  was  laid 
on  the  table. 
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The  Seoate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  third  instant,  for  instracting  the 
Committee  on  Foreicn  Relations  respectinff  the 
petition  and  claim  of  Joseph  Emerson,  and  oth- 
ers ;  and,  on  inotion,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  three  bills  last  brought  up  from  the  Hoose 
of  Representatives,  for  concorrence,  were  read, 
and  severallv  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Russell  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  the  exportation  of 
cordage  manufactured  in  the  United  States  from 
foreign  hemp,  together  with  the  amendment  pro- 
posed thereto ;  and  the  further  consideration  there- 
of was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  abolish 
imprisonment  for  debt;  and,  on  motion,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  lor,  Thursday 
next 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  ben- 
efit of  Greorge  Shannon ;  and,  on  motion,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  Sayles,"  and,  on 
motion, It  was  laid  on  the  table ;  and  the  peti- 
tioner had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition  and 
papers. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An 
act  to  enable  the  proprietors  of  lands  held  by  titles 
derived  from  the  United  States,  to  obtain  copies 
of  papers  from  the  proper  department,  and  to  de- 
clare the  effect  of  such  copies ;"  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  made  tnereto,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House^  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bills  from  the  House  of  Representatives — 
the  first  concerning  the  apportionment  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  State  of  Alabama — the  second 
to  repeal  part  of  an  act  passed  by  the  State  of 
Maryland,  in  the  year  1784,  respecting  an  addi- 
tion to  GeorffetowQ — severally  passed  through 
Committees  of  the  Whole,  and  were  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  Forrest ;  and,  on  motion,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  Thursday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in 
force  certain  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land 
claims,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan ;"  in  which 
bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
The  said  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mississippi,  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures  were 
Instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing a  donation  of  lands  lying  upon  the  waters  of 


Pearl  river,  to  be  appropriated,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Gleneral  AssemUy  of  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi, to  aid  in  opening  and  improving  the  navi- 
gation of  said  river,  from  the  seat  of  goTemmaat 
of  the  State  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

The  PsEsinENT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  exhibiting  a  statement  of 
expenditures,  in  virtue  of  the  appropriation  law 
for  the  year  1822 ;  and  of  nneacpended  balances 
of  former  appropriations  for  the  Naval  KstaUish- 
ment.  remaining  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of 
October,  1821.  The  report  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aifiurs. 

The  bill  for  the  payment  to  Amos  NiehoUs  of  a 
sum  of  money  for  services  rendered  in  the  Navy 
Department ;  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daoiel 
Seward,  were  severally  considered  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  oigrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

The  Senate  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  provid- 
ing for  the  repair  of  the  Cnmberland  road. 

Mr.  Talbot,  adverting  to  what  had  passed 
when  this  subject  was  last  before  the  Senate, 
stated  that  he  had  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secre- 
tarv  of  the  Treasury,  making  the  inquiries  which 
had  been  suggested,  and  had  received  from  the 
Secretary  an  answer  thereto,  (which  was  read  to 
the  Senate,}  stating,  first,  that  David  Shriver^ 
Esq.,  was,  at  the  commencement  of  the  Cumber- 
land road,  appointed  superintendent  thereof,  by  the 
President  ot  the  United  States,  with  a  salary  of 
$1J800,  which  was,  in  1816,  increased  to  $2,500. 
That  he  is  not  now  considered  the  superintendent 
and  is  not  in  the  pay  of  the  Government.  Sec- 
ondly, that  the  Secretary  had  examined  the  cor- 
respondence of  Mr.  Shriver  with  the  department, 
relative  to  repairs,  but  it  contains  no  estimate  of 
the  sum  necessary  to  efifect  that  object ;  but  the 
Secretary  presumed  that  a  sum  less  than  $30,000 
would  not  be  sufficient  for,  that  purpose.  Mr.  T. 
said,  that  in  addition  to  the  data  furnished  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  he  had  consulted  sev- 
eral gentlemen  well  acquainted  with  the  road — 
one  of  whom  thought  $30,000  necessary  for  its  re- 
^ir;  another,  that  $25^000  would  be  sufficient. 
To  satisfy  those  who  might  object  to  the  larger 
sum,  he  would  move  to  insert  ^5,000,  the  lowest 
sum  which  was  thought  adequate.  Less  than  this 
he  was  confident  would  be  insufficient;  and,  to 
appropriate  too  little,  would  be  throwing  it  avray, 
as  the  repairs,  if  left  unfinished,  would  be  of  no 
use.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  a  sum  sufficient 
would  be  voted,  that  the  work  might  be  completed 
in  one  season. 

The  blank  was  filled  with  the  sum  of  $25,000 : 
ayes  19,  noes  11. 

The  blank  left  for  the  per  diem  allowance  of 
the  superintendent  of  the  repairs,  Mr.  Talbot 
moved  to  fill  with  three  dollars.  He  had  proposed 
a  per  diem  compensation  in  the  bill,  he  said,  be- 
cause the  work  would  occupy  only  a  part  of  the 
year — the  Summer  and  Autumn — and  nothing 
could  be  done  on  it  in  the  Winter  and  Spring.   It 
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was  not  necessary,  therefore,  to  give  the  superin- 
tendent a  salary. 

Mr.  Rdqoles  questioned  whether  three  dollars 
a  day  would  be  a  reasonable  compensation,  con- 
sidering the  extent  of  the  road,  and  the  personal 
expenses  of  the  agent;  but  he  would  not  move  a 
higher  sum  if  that  were  thought  adequate. 

The  blank  was  filled  with  three  dollars;  and 
then  the  bill  was,  without  debate  or  division,  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 


Tuesda'y,  January  7. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Parbott,  the  Committee 
oQ  Naval  Affiurs,  to  which  was  referred,  on  the 
1 9th  ultimo,  the  petition  of  Greorge  Ulmer,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  Lamm  AN  presented  the  petition  of  Ezekiel 
P.  Beldon,  praying  relief,  in  consideration  of  ser- 
vices rendered  hi«  country  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  ^ave  notice  that  to- 
moTTOw  he  should  ask  leave  to  mtroduce  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  David  G.  Cowan. 

Mr.  BoARDM an  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Boardman,  of  New  York,  praying  that  his  pat- 
ents, granted  under  the  British  Government,  and 
registered  at  St.  Helena,  may  be  recorded  in  like 
manner  as  those  in  the  district  of  St.  Helena  have 
been;  and,  also,  that  he  may  be  permitted  to 
caa^  a  resurvey  of  his  lands  registered  in  his 
name  at  St.  Helena.  The  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Setxocr  presented  the  petition  of  John  S. 
Larrabee,  and  others,  who  were  bail  and  sureties 
for  Waltifr  Sheldon,  as  district  paymaster  in  the 
.\rmy  of  the  United  States,  prayinc;  relief.  The 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  unfavorable 
to  the  petition  of  Joseph  Janney. 

Mr.  RuQOLEs  concluded  the  remarks  he  left  un- 
finished on  Friday,  in  vindication  of  the  report  of 
the  committee. 

Mr.  B^^BOUR  replied  at  considerable  length,  in 
opposition  to  the  report,  and  to  show  that  the 
property  of  the  petitioner  was  burnt  by  the  enemy, 
^n  consequence  of  its  occupation  by  a  body  of 
troops,  and  that  therefore  it  came  within  the  prin- 
ciple which  had  heretofore  governed  Congress  in 
granting  indemnity  in  such  cases. 

Mr.  Van  Dtkb  (a  member  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims)  briefly  explained  the  grounds  on  which 
the  committee  decided  against  the  petition ;  and 
to  show  that  it  was  not  of  that  class  of  cases 
which  had  received  relief  from  the  Goveminent. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Barbocr,  to  reverse  the  report,  and  nega- 
tived ;  and  then  the  report  of  the  committee  was 
agreed  to  without  a  division. 

The  engrossed  bills  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Sew- 
ard, and  for  the  relief  of  Amos  Nicholls,  were  sev- 
erally read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  ordered  to 


be  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives  for  con- 
currence. 

GEORGIA  MILITIA  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Military 
Committee,  made  the  following  report;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  tor  the  use  of 
the  Senate : 

The  Military  Committee,  to  whom  wag  referred  the 
reaolation  iDstmcttng  them  to  inqaire  into  the  expe* 
dieocy  of  prOTidiog  for  the  final  settlement  of  the  mil* 
itia  claims  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  for  services  ren- 
dered under  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Sutes,  daring  the  years  1792,  '93,  and  '94,  report :     * 

That,  in  Uie  examination  of  this  subject,  snudrj 
authentic  letters,  and  other  docaments,  were  inbmiu 
ted  to  their  inspection ;  among  which,  the  followiog 
being  deemed  the  most  material,  are  here  so  arranged 
and  condensed  as  to  present  to  the  Senate,  with  the 
least  possible  detail,  the  merits  of  the  case,  viz : 

A  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Georgia  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  dated  8Sd  of  May,  1792,  communieating 
to  the  Department  official  information  of  the  hostile 
diepoeitiou  of  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians,  as 
manifosted  in  the  marders  which  they  had  jast  com* 
mitted,  and  the  houses  they  had  destroyed  by  fire. 
After  stating  these  facts  the  Governor  proceeda, 
"When  you  maturely  deliberate  on  the  present  posi- 
tion of  the  Federal  troops,  and  contemplate  the  orders 
to  that  effect,  you  wiU  doubtless  foresee  a  series  of 
contemplated  difficulties,  that  may  attend  the  Army 
in  the  event  of  general  hostilities.  The  movement  of 
the  Army  ought  to  be  governed  by  circumstances;  and, 
whilst  it  is  to  remain  subject  to  orders  issued  at  the 
remote  distance  of  one  thousand  miles,  I  cannot  help 
feeling  for  the  situation  of  the  defoneeiess  settlers,  scat- 
tered over  an  extensive  frontier  of  at  least  three  hun- 
dred miles !  The  savage  depredations  that  have  taken 
place  for  near  three  years  past,  have  been  considerably 
to  the  westward  of  the  Rock  Landing;  from  which,  to 
the  river  Tugalo,  there  is  a  frontier  of  about  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  miles  exposed  to  Indian  ravages. 
When  I  point  out  this  as  defoneeiess  ground,  I  do  not 
leave  out  of  view  that  portion  of  the  frontier  from  the 
river  St  Mary's  to  the  Rock  Landing ;  for,  should  a 
pressure  take  place  to  the  westward,  the  Indiana  have 
sufficient  sagacity  to  retaliate  on  the  settlers  on  the 
lower  frontiers*  From  those  considerstions,  additional 
exertions  towsrds  a  general  defence  will  be  indispen- 
sable." 

On  the  15th  of  June,  1792,  Msjor  Richard  McCall, 
the  commandant  of  the  Federal  troops  in  Georgia, 
thus  addressed  the  Governor  of  the  State :  "I  have  just 
returned  from  the  Dig  or  High  Shoals  of  Oconee.  On 
my  way  up  I  found  the  settlements  breaking.  At  this 
particular  crisis,  the  settlers  neglecting  their  crops, 
will,  of  course,  be  an  injury  to  the  frontiers.  I  have, 
therefore,  in  consequence  of  your  Excellency's  per- 
mission, called  into  service  some  militia.  The  reports 
of  Captains  Barnet  and  William  Strong,  my  letter  to 
General  Clark,  and  my  instructions  lo  the  different 
officers,  will  ihow  the  occasion  of  the  measure." 

The  Governoir  of  Georgia  was  informed,  by  letter 
from  Andrew  Pickens,  dated  at  Hopewell,  12th  Sep- 
tember, 1792,  that  the  Cherokee  Indians,  instigated  by 
Spanish  agents,  had  manifested  an  unfriendly  dispo- 
sition, and  that  four  towns  had  actually  determined  on 
war.  That  the  chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation  had  not 
returned  from  Pensacola,  but  were  soon  expected,  with 
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a  large  sapply  of  Rmmunition ;  at  which  time  it  was 
expected  a  general  war  would  commence  between  that 
nation  and  the  United  States.  This  letter  was  accom- 
panied with  one  from  Captain  R.  B.  Roberts,  com- 
manding the  United  i^tates  troops  at  Fort  Mathews, 
Big  Shoals  of  Oconee,  informing  the  Governor  of  the 
contents  of  a  letter,  received  by  him  from  Mr.  Shaw, 
the  superintendent  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  which  in- 
duced him  to  look  for  a  predatory  war,  if  nothing  more 
aerious.  **  The  weakness  of  this  post,"  continues  the 
captain,  (**  although  it  is  my  duty  to  defend  it  to  the 
last,)  is  such,  as  to  render  its  tenure  very  precarious. 
The  strength  of  it  only  twenty-fuur  privates !  The 
frontiers  here  are  truly  deplorable;  no  ammunition; 
no  authority;  and  no  settled  mode  adopted  by  Gov- 
ernment for  their  protection.  As  I  am  on  the  spot,  I 
hope  your  Excellency  will  not  imagine  I  presume  to 
dictate;  but  really,  sir,  if  the  militia  are  not  called  oat 
immediately  in  force,  this  settlement  will  be  totally 
broken  up,  and  dreadful  consequences  will  ensue. 
To  this  letter  the  Governor  replied,  on  the  18th  Sep- 
tember, 1792,  '*That  the  commandant  of  the  Federal 
Ibrcea  had  long  since  been  served  with  a  provisional 
anmngement  of  the  militia ;  by  which  it  will  appear 
that  ample  provision  has  been  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  any  cTents  that  have  as  yet  ariaen ;  and  in 
case  emergencies  should  require  additional  aid,  to  the 
one-third  of  the  militia  under  orders,  agreeably  to  the 
•foresaid  arrangements,  there  shall  be  no  delay  on 
my  part  in  affording  every  support  that  the  situation 
of  the  State  will  admit."  In  confirmation  of  this  state- 
ment, copies  of  general  orders  of  the  years  1790  and 
1792  are  found  among  the  papers  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee for  examination ;  by  these  the  militia  of  the 
State  are  classed  and  held  ready  for  active  operations, 
whenever  their  services  should  be  required. 

On  the  27th  October,  1792,  the  Governor  of  Georgia 
was  informed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  deter- 
mination of  five  towns  of  the  Cherokees,  consisting  of 
from  three  to  five  hundred  warriors,  and  aided  by  the 
Upper  Creeks,  to  commence  hostilities  against  the 
United  States.  But,  adds  the  Secretary,  **  as  Con- 
gress is  on  the  eve  of  their  session,  this  information 
would  be  communicated  to  them ;  the  Constitution 
having  invested  that  body  with  the  powers  of  war,  no 
offensive  operations  can  be  taken  until  they  shall  be 
pleased  to  authorize  the  same.  At  present  the  infor- 
mation does  not  warrant  the  conclusion,  that  more  of 
the  Cherokees  than  five  towns,  and  the  Creeks  before 
mentioned,  are  for  hostilities ;  but,  when  the  flames  of 
war  are  lighted  up,  it  will  be  difficult  effectually  to  re- 
strain them  within  narrow  limits.  If  the  information 
which  you  may  receive  shall  substantiate,  clearly,  any 
hoatile  designs  of  the  Creeks  against  the  frontiers  of 
Georgia,  you  will  be  pleased  to  uke  the  most  effectual 
measures  for  the  defence  thereof,  as  may  be  in  your 
power,  and  which  the  occasion  may  require."  On  the 
18th  of  November,  1792,  the  Governor  was  informed, 
by  Major  Henry  Gaither  of  the  Federal  troops,  that, 
believing  it  to  be  necessary,  and  in  consequence  of  hb 
permission  to  do  so,  he  had  called  into  service  two  ad- 
ditional troops— one  from  Wilkes  county,  and  the  other 
from  the  county  of  Elbert. 

In  a  letter  of  the  29th  of  April,  1793,  the  Secretary 
of  War  was  thus  addressed  by  the  Governor  of  Geor- 
i^ia :  ''From  the  depositions  of  Benjamin  Harrison 
and  Francis  Pugh,  and  from  the  information  of  Joseph 
Dabbs,  there  is  little  expectstion  of  avoiding  a  general 
war  with  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians.     Blood 


has  been  spilt  in  every  direction  on  the  extended  fron' 
tier  of  this  State,  and  one  man  killed  in  Sooth  Caro- 
lina." After  stating  the  plans  he  had  adopted  for 
temporary  defence,  he  adds :  **  I  shall  follow  this  plan 
of  operation,  until  measures  be  taken  by  thePresidcDt 
for  the  better  protection  of  the  unfortunate  seltlen  on 
this  exposed  frontier.  If  I  find  the  pressure  become 
great,  the  opposition  must  keep  pace  with  the  teverel 
emergencies." 

On  the  8th  of  May,  1793,  his  Excellency  again 
wrote  the  Secretary  of  War,  that,  **such  wst  the 
havoc  and  carnage  making  by  the  aaTages,  in  ererj 
direction,  on  our  frontiers,  retaliation,  by  open  war, 
became  the  only  resort !  That  the  horrid  barbsrides 
recently  committed,  (some  recitals  of  which  were  en- 
closed,) had  compelled  him  to  cause  the  additional 
aid  of  six  troops  of  horse  to  be  drawn  into  service."" 

On  the  3Uth  of  May,  1793,  the  SecreUry  of  War 
acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the  aeTcral  letters  which 
had  been  addressed  by  the  Governor  to  that  depart- 
ment, and  adda,  **  that,  from  conaiderations  of  policy, 
at  thia  critical  period,  relative  to  foreign  Powers,  and 
the  pending  treaty  with  the  northern  Indians,  it  is 
deemed  advisable  to  avoid,  for  the  present,  offeniive 
expeditions  into  the  Creek  country.  But,  from  ihf 
circumstances  of  the  late  depredationa  on  the  fronUer 
of  Georgia,  it  is  thought  expedient  to  increase  the 
force  in  that  quarter,  for  defensive  purposes.  The 
President,  therefore,  authorixes  your  Exceliencj  to 
call  into,  end  keep,  in  service,  in  addition  to  the  re^- 
Isr  force  ststioned  in  Georgia,  one  hundred  horse,  and 
one  hundred  militia  foot,  to  be  employed  under  the 
ordera  of  Lieutenant  Gaither,  to  repel  inroads,  as  cir* 
cumatancea  may  require."  After  directing  the  man* 
ner  of  forming  and  employing  this  force,  the  SecreUry 
concludes  thus :  <*  The  case  of  a  serious  invssion  of 
Georgia,  by  large  bodies  of  Indians,  must  bo  referred 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution.  But  the  provid- 
ing  with  efficacy,  in  future,  (the  necessity  of  which 
appears  but  too  probable,}  requires,  absolutely,  that  no 
unneceasary  expense  shall  be  incurred  in  the  mean- 
time." 

In  reply  to  the  Governor's  meaaage  of  the  Sth  of 
May,  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  10th  of  June,  saja : 
'*The  State  of  Georgia  being  invaded,  or  in  imminent 
danger  thereof,  the  measures  taken  by  your  Excellen* 
cy  may  be  considered  as  indispensable.  You  are  the 
judge  of  the  degree  of  danger,  and  of  ita  duration,  and 
will,  undoubtedly,  proportion  the  defence  to  the  eii- 
gencies.  The  President,  however,  expreaaes  his  con* 
fidence  that,  as  soon  as  the  danger  which  has  iodoccd 
you  .to  call  out  so  large  a  body  of  troops  shall  have 
subsided,  you  will  reduce  the  troops  to  the  existing 
state  of  things,  provided  the  safety  of  the  frontiers  will 
admit  the  measure."  After  speaking  of  some  miliuiy 
supplies  that  had  been  forwanled,  he  thus  concludes ; 
*'As  a  general  and  open  Creek  war,  in  the  present 
criais  of  European  aflfairs,  would  be  complicated,  and 
of  great  magnitude,  the  President  is  anxiouiUy  desir- 
ous of  avoiding  such  an  event"  Enclosed  is  a  copy 
of  a  letter  to  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  in  case 
circumatances  ahould  require  you  to  call  for  aid  from 
that  State." 

The  language  of  this  letter  to  the  Governor  of  Sooth 
Carolina,  is  strongly  expressive  of  the  President's  ap- 
prehensions of  a  state  of  serious  hostilities  with  the 
Indiana.  The  Secretary  says  to  the  Governor  :  "  The 
President  of  the  United  States  has  received  suthentic 
information  from  Georgia,  of  the  unprovoked  and  crael 
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:o*nge$of  ptrties  of  Creeks  upon  the  frontier  of  that 
Sute:  and  as  it  is  it  present  uncertain  to  what  degree 
tbe  flits complaioed  of  ma^  be  extended,  the  President 
Ka?  directed  me  to  request  your  Excellency,  that,  in 
ciMik  frontiers  of  Georgia  should  be  seriously  in- 
ndi^  97  large  bodies  of  hostile  Indians,  you  would, 
cp-DB  the  reqaest  of  the  GoTernor  of  said  State,  direct 
Rih  psrties  of  the  militia  of  South  Carolina  to  march 
*j;ibe  assistance  of  Georgia,  as  the  case  may  require ; 
trtbe  eipmes  of  which  the  United  States  will  be 
Ri^DBsihle." 

Od  the  19ih  of  July  Captain  CoDstant  Freeman  was 
KDt  iBto  Georgia,  as  agent  of  the  War  Department, 
is  TffBiale  the  issocs  of  public  property  to  the  troops 
v'!id  nght  be  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
tc.'Tefeat  or  remedy  any  abuses  which  existed.  Hav- 
I2!|  i£j3«diafcely  on  his  arrival  entered  on  the  duties 
9i  bs  appointment,  on  the  17th  of  October,  1793,  he 
isieiid  Major  Gaither  to  attend  to  the  instructions 
liich  be  bad  commanicated  to  him  from  the  War 
D(p«nmeDt,  in  relation  to  the  monthly  muster  and  in- 
r^cim  of  the  militia  in  the  service  of  the  United 
suuf,  prooii:dng  to  aid  the  person  he  should  appoint, 
Tuhtbe  Decenary  instructions. 

Oq  the  19ih  February,  1794,  his  Excellency  George 
iiiim,  who  had  succeeded  Mr.  Telfair  in  the  gov- 
ini'sestof  Georgia,  and  having,  in  person,  examined 
ii  exposed  parts  of  the  State,  offered  a  plan  for  its 
Se&Q»  to  the  War  Department.  He  protests  against 
ti  ur^trs  which  forbid  the  militia  from  pursuing  the 
i'^ufis,  whose  traclLS  were  stained  with  the  blood  of 
b'«  they  hod  just  murdered,  over  a  temporary  and 
Dtilfiii  line,  as  calculated  to  encourage  the  Indians, 
^to  deprive  the  citizens  of  the  State  of  the  opporta- 
-U  ^  reprisal,  enjoyed  by  all  nations  under  such 
^TUBsUnees.  This  letter  is  concluded  with  the  £)1- 
i^isf  remarks :  **  I  have  now  to  request  that  some 
nnaa  mtj  be  appointed  to  muster  the  militia  that 
i«»  ire»  or  have  been  in  service,  as  I  presume  Cap- 
u:  Freeman  has  informed  you  of  Major  Gaither's 
^^ifig  refused  to  make  the  appointment  I  can,  sir, 
'•^  great  siocerity  assure  you  that,  in  the  defence  I 
^ay  reqaire  for  thia  State,  I  have  not  a  wish  to  make 
^  eipeoee  one  shilling  more  than  is  requisite ;  and 
iLfo  joq  reflect  that  we  possess  a  frontier  of  nearly 
^^Usodred  miles,  exposed  to  numerous  tribes  of  hos- 
^f  Is^ans,  I  flatter  myself  the  plan  I  now  submit  will 
'^t  k  deemed  extravagant  I  have  to  request,  if  the 
»<3fti  or  miliUry  stores  of  the  United  Sutes  will  ad- 
^  of  it,  that  you  send  forward  equipments  for  three 
\  ^r  bnodred  horse.  I  trust  the  President  will  not 
^iak  this  unreasonable,  when  it  is  taken  into  view 
i4t  tbii  State  forms  an  extensive  barrier,  or  rather 
^iet.  10  the  United  Sutea." 

I&  letters  of  the  26th  of  March,  and  14th  of  May, 
'^1  the  Secretary  of  War  acknowledgea  the  receipt 
"i  Gorernor  Mathews's  letter ;  assents  to  the  propriety 
<  ^  plans  generally,  for  the  defence  of  the  State, 
^  aaoctions,  particularly,  the  erection  of  block- 
■^^i  throughout  the  whole  line  of  exposure,  at  the 
-suace  of  twenty-five  miles  apart  On  the  subject 
''  '^c  pay  of  the  militia  theretolbre  employed,  the 
^'^T^tarj  observes,  **  aa  to  the  number  of  militia  kept 
o  bj  jooi  predeceasor  during  the  last  year,  no  re- 
^«  or  muster  rolls  have  been  received,  of  course,  no 
'ifsieat  can  be  formed  of  their  amount ;  some  re- 
r^ibave  m^dt  the  number  before-mentioned  to  you. 
^^ea  the  returns  and  musters  shall  be  received,  the 
<^nion  wUl  be  impartially  considered  by  the  Presi- 


dent  of  the  United  States,  whether,  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  he  can  consider  himself  as 
authorized  to  pay  them.    If  he  cannot,  which  is  most 

?Tobab!e,  the  question  will  be  submitted  to  Congress." 
n  relation  to  the  muster  and  pay  rolls,  the  agent  of 
the  War  Department,  Captain  Freeman,  thus  ad- 
dressed the  Governor  of  Georgia,  on  the  28th  of  April, 
1794,  **  I  am  very  happy  that  your  Excellency  has 
ordered  the  muster  and  pay  rolls  for  the  militia  to  be 
prepared  and  forwarded ;  and  that  we  so  perfectly  co- 
incide respecting  the  nature  of  the  service  which  has 
been  performed.  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  all  ob- 
stacles will  bo  removed  as  soon  as  the  former  accounts 
of  the  militia  can  be  laid  before  Congress,  and  that, 
in  future,  regularity  and  order  will  be  introduced." 

On  the  subject  of  these  claims.  Captain  Freeman, 
in  a  report  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  made  the  25th  of 
October,  1802,  after  stating  what  muster  and  pay  rolls 
he  had  forwarded  to  the  War  Department,  and  par- 
ticularly noticing  those  for  the  service  termed. un- 
auihonzedf  remarks,  '<  When  the  accountant  received 
the  first  estimates,  he  required  explanations  relative 
to  these  claims ;  and  afterwards,  a  certificate  from  the 
Governor,  that  the  militia  had  been  called  into  ser- 
vice for  the  defensive  protection  of  the  frontiers. 
This  requisition  I  transmitted  to  his  Excellency,  who 
made  a  statement  of  the  militia  services.  I  transmit- 
ted it  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  from  whom  I  received 
a  letter,  which  encouraged  thq  hope  that  theae  claims 
would  be  admitted  and  paid ;  and  other  letters  after- 
wards received  from  the  accountant,  confirmed  this 
belief.  However,  from  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
the  Government  at  that  time,  the  attention  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  was  wholly  occupied  upon  other  ob- 
jects ;  and  he  left  the  Department  before  any  decision 
took  place.  It  is  proper  to  observe,  the  citizens  of 
Georgia  never  thought  the  force  authorized  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  adequate  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  frontiers." 

From  the  foregoing  exposition  of  the  papers  sub- 
mitted to  the  examination  of  the  committee,  and  the 
contents  of  others,  yet  to  be  noticed,  the  following 
facte  seem  to  be  established :  That,  during  the  years 
1792-'93-'94,  the  State  of  Georgia  was  almost  con- 
stantly in  a  state  of  serious  alarm  and  danger  from 
Indian  hostilities,  against  which  she  was  not  permit- 
ted to  defend  herself,  aa  waa  her  obvious  policy,  by 
carrying  the  war  into  the  enemy's  country,  and  by 
burning  and  destroying  their  villages  and  crops,  to 
have  relieved  her  citizens  from  the  painful  necessity 
of  being  for  years  in  arms  upon  her  frontiers :  That 
Georgia  was  not  permitted  to  pursue  this  course,  be- 
cause it  waa  the  duty,  and  one  of  the  attributes,  of  the 
Federal  Government  *<  to  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence ;"  and  its  policy,  in  this  instance,  having  a  due 
regard  to  the  ssfety  of  other  parts  of  the  Union,  and 
the  success  of  pending  negotiations  with  other  Indian 
tribes,  forbid  a  war  with  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  In- 
dians :  That  the  President  became  at  length  seriously 
convinced  of  the  dangerous  situation  of  the  State,  and 
not  having  Federal  troops  at  his  disposal,  did,  on  the 
27th  of  October,  1792,  invest  the  Governor  of  Georgia 
with  discretionary  powers,  in  relation  to  the  force  to 
be  employed,  for  the  safety  of  the  inhabitants,  but 
confined  his  operations  s^ictly  to  defensive  measures  : 
That  Uie  Governor  continued  in  the  exercise  of  this 
discretionary  power  until  the  30th  of  May,  when  it 
waa  suspended  by  a  letter  of  that  date  from  the  Sec- 
rearty  of  War ;  but  from  the  increasing  pressure  upon 
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every  part  of  the  frontier,  the  power  to  act  ducretion- 
arj  was  again  restored,  in  the  broadest  terms,  in  the 
letter  of  the  Secretary,  of  the  10th  of  June,  wherein 
he  says,  ''The  State  of  Georgia  being  invaded,  or  in 
imminent  danger  thereof,  the  measures  taken  by  your 
Excellency  may  be  considered  as  indispensable.  You 
are  the  judge  of  the  degree  of  the  danger,  and  of  its 
duration,  and  will,  undoubtedly,  proportion  the  de- 
fence to  the  exigency."  So  ample  was  the  power 
thus  given  for  defensive  purposes,  that,  in  its  exercise, 
the  Governor  of  Georgia  was  not  restricted  to  the  use 
of  the  means  within  the  State,  but  was  informed  that 
the  Governor  of  South  Carolina  had  been  required, 
should  he  request  it,  to  order  a  detachment  of  the 
militia  of  that  State  to  his  assistsnce.  That,  under 
this  authority,  the  Governor  of  Georgia  did  call  out 
and  place  un<ler  the  command  of  the  Federal  officers 
in  that  State,  largo  bodies  of  its  militia,  who  were  em- 
ployed along  a  frontier  of  nearly  four  hundred  miles, 
for  'defensive  purposes,  during  the  periods  to  which 
this  inquiry  was  directed ;  the  services  of  which  troops 
are  acknowledged,  and  the  estimates  of  the  pay 
claimed  by  them,  amounting  to  $129,375  66,  are 
found  in  the  documents  examined  by  the  committee. 
And.  in  relation  to  which,  the  then  Secretary  of  War, 
Mr.  Pickering,  wrote  the  agent  of  the  War  Depsrt- 
ment  in  Georgia,  in  August,  1795,  *<  the  large  estimate 
for  services,  about  whieh  my  predecessor  doubted,  I 
have  looked  into,  and  will  immediately  further  ex- 
amine. From  the  complexion  of  these  claims,  con- 
nected with  the  Governor's  certificate,  which  I  re- 
ceived, enclosed  in  your  letter  of  the  23d  of  June,  I 
am  inclined  to  think  they  must  be  generally  ad- 
mitted." 

And  again,  in  a  communication  to  the  Governor, 
in  September  following,  the  Secretary  of  War  as- 
sures him  that  "  money  for  paying  the  Georgia  militia 
18  preparbg  to  be  forwarded ;  no  delay  will  take  place, 
that  is  avoidable ;  the  post  is  on  the  point  of  starting ; 
I  shall  write  you  particularly  by  the  next." 

That  the  President  did  intend  to  intrust  the  defence 
of  the  State  of  Georgia  to  the  discretion  of  the  Grov- 
emor,  is  apparent,  from  his  requiring,  as  necessary  to 
a  decision  on  these  claims,  his  Excellency's  certifi- 
cate that  the  troops  were  called  into  service  by  him, 
and  employed  for  defensive  purposes.  That  they  were 
net,  therefore,  admitted  and  paid  by  the  administration 
under  which  they  were  authorised,  can  be  accounted 
for  only  upon  the  grounds  suggested  by  the  agent  of 
the  War  Departnient,  **  that,  from  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  the  Government  at  that  time,  the  at- 
tention of  the  Secretary  of  War  was  wholly  occupied 
upon  other  objecta ;  and  he  left  the  department  before 
any  decision  could  bo  made." 

Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  committee  are 
of  opinion  that  the  defence  of  Georgia  was  a  neces- 
sary measure  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government; 
but  became  expensive  and  protracted  from  the  pecu- 
liar situation  of  the  United  States,  which  did  not  per- 
mit an  invssion  of  the  Indian  territory ;  that  the  forces 
employed  by  the  Governor,  in  defensive  operations, 
under  the  authority  of  the  President,  did  not  exceed 
the  exigencies  of  a  frontier  of  nearly  four  hundred 
miles,  constantly  exposed  to  the  incursions  of  treach- 
erous enemies,  inhabiting  the  adjacent  territory  ;  and 
whose  security  from  pursuit,  enabled  them  to  concert, 
in  safety,  upon  the  very  confines  of  the  State,  their 
plans  of  robbery  and  murder ;  and,  consequently,  that 
the  expenses  of  this  defence  are  justly  chargeable 


against  the   United  States.    They,  therefore,  rcc( 
mend  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Military  Committee  be  instrac 
to  report  a  bill  appropriating  $129,375  66,  in  full  i 
charge  of  the  militia  claims  of  Georgia. 

THE  CUMBERLAND  ROAD  BILL. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  an  appropriation 
repairing  the  National  Road  from  Cumberiaad 
the  Ohio  river,  was  read  the  third   time,  a 
the  question  whether  it  should  pass,  being  ab 
to  be  put-— 

Mr.  Macon  asked  that  the  question  should 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  whieh  were  ordered 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  VirsiDia,  then  rose,  and  in 
argument  of  about  an  hour,  submitted  his  vk 
of  the  inexpediency  and  unconstitutionality, 
only  of  this  bill,  but  also  of  the  exercise  by 
General  Government  of  the  power  to  make  in 
nal  improvements  at  all  in  the  States;  of  the  i 
policy  and  unconstitutionality  of  departing  fr 
the  exercise  of  express  and  rightful  powers, 
exercise  concurrent  powers;  the  advantage  i 
necessity  of  adhering  to  the  true  line  of  demar 
tion  between  the  powers  of  the  Federal  and  St 
Governments;  bis  opinions  as  to  the  manner 
which  that  line  was  to  be  ascertained,  and  wh 
it  exists,  dec. 

Mr.  Talbot  said  he  could  not  forbear  an 
pression  of  the  surprise  he  experienced  al  the 
position  which  was  now,  for  the  first  time,  m. 
to  the  passage  of  the  bill  on  the  table;  an  oppi 
tion  which,  at  the  present  stage  of  the  bill, 
third  reading,  was  not  to  have  been  anticipai 
by  the  usage  of  the  Senate;  and  of  which, 
honorable  gentleman.  (Mr.  Taylor,)  who  1 
just  resumra  his  seat,  had  afforded  no  previ 
mtimation.    But,  notwithstanding,  said  Mr.  T 
BOT,  the  unusual  course,  in  this  instance,  adop 
by  the  honorable  sentleman,  and  the  unseasona 
neriod,  as  it  would  seem  to  me,  adopted  by  h 
for  urging  his  objections  to  this  measure,  yet,  a 
will  TO  expected  of  me^  as  chairman  of  the  cc 
mittee  who  reported  this  bill,  I  feel  myself  stir 
lated  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  myself  and  to 
Senate,  who  hav&  in  some  degree,  honored 
with  the  charge  of  this  important  and  interest 
subject,  to  make  some  reply  to  the  very  learn 
ingenious,  and  subtle  speech  which  we  have  j 
heard ;  an<^  feeble  and  inadequate  as  my  poT« 
are,  and  inadequate  to  engage  in  debate  with 
venerable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  I  flatter  i 
self,  with  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate,  to 
enabled  to  furnish  a  satisfactory  answer,  if  nc 
complete  refutation  of  the  objections  of  the  h 
orabie  gentleman  to  the  adoption  of  the  con  t< 
plated  measure. 

The  objections  urged  by  the  hcmorable  gen 
man  to  the  bill,  are,  to  the  Constitutional  poi 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  approj 
ate  money  for  the  contemplated  object;  to 
expediency  of  the  measure,  upon  the  concessx 
of  the  existence  of  such  powers  of  legislation 
Congress:  and,  lastly,  to  the  provisions  of 
bill;  and  especially  that  part  of  it  which  char 
terizes  this  road,  of  which  we  propose  the  reji 
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iBdsupmnteodenec^  by  tiie  Creneral  GoTernment, 
t«  t  uiiooal  one. 

In  sQpport  of  the  first  propositioD,  the  defect  of 
»iRr  m  CoDgresi  to  appropriate  money  for  the 
ibj€ct  contempiated  by  the  bill,  the  honorable 
latlemaa  set  oat  ?rith  assuming  the  practicabil- 
CTs  if  oot  the  fiicility,  with  which  the  clear,  strong, 
k  pers|HeQoos  lines  of  distinction  were  to  be 
bva  between  the  powers  of  the  General  and 
estate  governments;  affirming  that  those  lines 
^dbdoetioD  might  be  so  clearly  and  distinctly 
acd  byr  the  mere  process  of  reasoning  by  the 
lies  Wished  by  him,  as  to  produce  conviction 
9D  'ieaiods  of  all.  If  this  assumption  be  found 
romei  tnd  this  beautiful  theory,  in  the  abstract, 
k;jistiM  by  piaotical  experiment,  applying  the 
^^shsme  fornished  by  the  gentleman,  to  all 
ises.  of  doobtfol,  nice,  and  difficult  construe^ 
2siLs  as  they  arise^  under  our  new  and  complica* 
i^  system  of  Federal  Grovernment,  then,  indeed, 
^  be  deserre  the  imperishable  wreath  of  im- 
lonal  glory—and  the  thanks  and  gratitude  not 
^  of  his  eoantrymen  of  the  present  age,  but  of 
^r  remotest  posterity.  Such  a  discovery  would 
^.  odeed,  the  political  panacea  for  all  the  ills 
^kiiafiietthe  body  politic;  and  a  discovery  not 
fi^(t|  in  importance  or  beneficial  efficacy,  to 
^t  of  the  elixir  of  immortal  life-— the  idle  and 
liQ  iursBit  of  dreaming  philosophers.  Ctmld  the 
Us  isd  faacifttl  ideas  of  the  venerable  gentle- 
^  be  really  the  politician  and  statesman, 
ntakis  inMtble  standard  of  Constitutional  con- 
■n:^^.  like  the  mechanic  with  his  square  and 
iQpsas,  might,  almost  as  mechanically  as  the 
'eftinanolans  and  constructs  his  house,  plan  and 
n^^ows  his  powers  of  Federal  and  State  legist 
^;  and  circumscribe,  with  the  utmost  precis- 
n.t^e  ezaet  limits  of  each;  and  say  to  the  one 
Bd  to  (he  other,  thus  £ir  shalt  thou  go,  and  no 
ir^er.  Bat,  a  little  experience  in  this  most  dif- 
<^(  of  all  sciences,  Mr.  President,  has  teught 
^I'^t  nothing  short  of  the  most  active,  constant, 
^4  vi^lant  exercise  of  the  best  talents  of  the 
'i^^^  and  experienced  statesman,  by  success- 
^<  '^  of  legislatioD  on  cases  as  they  arise  or 
■^i  themselves,  growing  out  of  the  real  or  ap- 
^t  conflict  between  Federal  and  State  juris- 
J^'U)  tested  by  a  long  succession  of  sage  experi- 
'<«.  aod  matured  by  the  best  talents  to  which 
21  uberal  sod  enlightened  forms  of  Government 
".'  ^^e  birth,  can  produce  that  desideratum 
^b  ihe  gentleman  seems  to  flatter  himself  he 
■^discovered,  and  with  which  he  has  favored 
^i  Senate,  in  the  speech  to  which  we  have  lis- 
^^  with  so  much  pleasure. 
°*'' let  us  proceed  briefly  to  test  the  correctness 
^•0$  role,  deemed  so  infallible  and  so  clear,  by 
"Kd  the  gentleman  imagines  the  respective 
^•*«s,  with  the  limits  properly  to  be  assigned  to 
^'  ui  to  be  circumscribed.  This  rule  of  the 
■^Ue  geotleman,  if  it  was  correctly  under- 
*^»astlu8:  that  National,  or  Federal  legis- 
*'fi-  was  limited  to  subjects  of  a  general  or  for- 
^J^iore;  those  of  the  State  Governments  ex- 
,  ^%  to,.and  embracing  all  subjects  of  a  local  or 
>^^kind ;  the  latter  acting  on,  adapted  to,  and 


governed  by.  the  interests,  the  feelings,  prejudices, 
and  sympatnies,  of  those  on  whom  they  acted, 
and  whose  aflairs  they  were  to  govern  and  con- 
trol. 

But  a  slight  degree  of  reflection  must  satisfy 
the  honorable  g;entleman  himself,  how  unsatisfac- 
tory and  fallacious  such  an  attempt  at  definition 
or  circumscribing  the  respective  limits  of  national 
and  State  authority  is,  as  all  such  attempts  at  j^en- 
eral  definition  must  be.  For,  let  me  but  put  it  to 
the  honorable  gentleman  himself,  to  say,  whether 
acts  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  for  the 
erection  of  a  fortification  at  one  point,  an  armory 
or  lighthouse  at  another,  acts,  as  coming  within 
the  scope  of  the  general  power  to  regulate  foreign 
commerce,  and  to  declare  and  prosecute,  war,  and 
of  the  systematic  exercise  of  which,  in  such  estab- 
lishments, the  gentleman  himself  cannot  and  will 
not  question,  are  not,  in  their  very  nature  and  es- 
sence acts  of  local  legislation,  and  acts,  too,  hav- 
ing a  direct  and  immSiate  bearing  on  the  interests, 
fe^ings,  and  sympathies,  of  those  in  the  vicinity 
of  such  erections,  who  are  more  immediately  af- 
fected by  those  acts  of  legislation. 

Will  the  gentleman  deny  that  the  act,  in  virtue 
of  which  the  fortifications  at  the  Rip  Raps  were 
commenced,  and  which  are  now  in  progress  to 
completion,  in  which  Virginia  takes  so  deep  an 
interest,  was  an  act  of  usurpation  on  the  legiti- 
mate and  sovereign  rights  of  this  enlightened  and 
patriotic  State,  or  is  within  the  legitimate  exer- 
cise of  the  powers  delegated,  though,  by  implica- 
tion, to  the  General  Government,  to  aedare  and 
carry  on  loar  against  other  nations?  When  the 
gentleman  shall  be  prepared  to  pronounce  this,  and 
a  thousand  other  acts  of  a  similar  character,  to  be 
usurpations  on  the  part  of  Congress  on  the  sover- 
eign powers  of  the  States  in  which  such  erections 
are  made,  then,  and  not  till  then,  will  this  favorite 

grinciple  be  considered  as  a  test  by  which  to  de- 
ne and  separate  the  powers  of  national  from 
those  of  State  legislation. 

The  truth  is,  Mr.  President,.and  a  most  obvious 
one  it  is,  that  all  legislation,  either  that  of  the 
States,  or  of  the  nation,  is  either  general,  embrac* 
ing  the  whole  of  the  States  or  of  the  nation ;  or 
embracing  only  a  porticm,  or  a  particular  point  or 
spot  of  the  State  or  of  the  nation;  and  is  conse- 

?[uently  more  or  less  local  in  its  operation.  Where- 
ore,  no  princinle  can  be  more  fallacious  than  that 
furnished  by  the  venerable  gentleman  as  an  infal- 
lible t€9t  Ibr  defining  the  boundaries  between  the 
Federal  and  the  State  sovereignties.  Nor  is  it 
within  the  scope  of  human  wisdom  to  discover  or 
furnish  to  the  politician,  or  legislator,  any  such 
icUallihle  and  unerring  guide  to  the  immediate 
solution  of  all  the  nice  and  delicate  questions 
which  have  arisen,  and  will  arise,  from  the  real 
and  apparent  conflicts  and  collisions  between  our 
Federal  and  State  authorities ;  which,  whenever 
they  do  arise,  will  demand,  and  should  receive, 
the  most  close  and  attentive  investigation,  aided 
by  all  the  lights  of  past  experience,  and  all  the 
skill  and  wisdom  ot  the  enlightened  and  phil- 
osophical legislators  who  are  called  upon  to  de- 
cide and  act  upon  them.    To  such  may,  and  must 
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be  confided,  by  the  theory  of  our  Constitution, 
and  not  to  the  recluse  and  retired  scholar,  issuing 
from  bis  closet,  covered  with  the  dust  and  col^ 
webs  of  his  study,  maxims  and  rules  for  the  con- 
struction of  constitutions,  for  the  observance  and 
^vernment  of  the  enlightened  legislator  eneaged 
in  the  active  scenes  of  practical  legislation  for  his 
country. 

These  remarks,  Mr.  President,  I  have  thought 
proper  to  submit,  in  reply  to  the  observations  of 
the  venerable  gentleman,  founded  on  the  supposed 
principle  in  the  construction  of  Federal  powers, 
that  ail  local  or  geographical  lejgislation — acting 
u|M)n  the  peculiar  interests,  feelings  and  sympa- 
thies of  the  people  to  be  affected  by  such  legisla- 
tion— belonged  to  the  States  and  was  denied  to 
the  General  Government.  The  gentleman  has 
not  denied  to  the  General  Government  the  exer- 
cise of  such  powers  as  are  or  may  be  fairly  im- 
plied from  those  expressly  delegated  by  the  Fed- 
aral  Constitution ;  nor  is  it  contended,  by  any 
statesman  of  standing,  for  talents  or  reputation  in 
the  country,  that  the  powers  to  which  I  have  be- 
fore alluded  are  not  iairly  and  clearly  deducible 
from  the  powers  delegated  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment to  declare  and  prosecute  war,  and  to  regulate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations.  If,  therefore,  the 
power  delegated  of  regulating  commerce  with 
foreign  nations,  carries  with  it,  irresistibly,  in  the 
minds  of  all,  the  incidental  or  implied  power  of 
erecting  navies,  building  ships  oi  war,  erecting 
fortifications  to  protect  our  harbors,  lighthouses, 
buoys,  sea  walls,  for  the  protection,  defence,  and 
facility  of  our  foreign  or  external  commerce ;  up- 
on what  principle,  or  what  train  of  reasoning,  can 
it  be  contended  that  the  correlative  power  of  reg- 
ulating interior  commerce — that  is,  the  commerce 
between  the  States — does  not  confer,  bj  the  same 
irresistible  implication,  the  same  or  similar  powers 
with  those  conferred,  in  the  opinion  of  all,  by  the 
power  of  regulating  foreign  commerce  ?    Is  the 

Sower  conferred  in  relation  to  foreign  commerce 
esigned  by  the  framers  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  enabling  Congress,  by  the 
wisdom  of  their  regulations,  to  improve,  facilitate, 
and  ameliorate,  by  the  wisdom  of  their  enactions, 
so  as  to  promote,  as  far  as  possible,  the  prosperity 
and  happiness  or  the  people  of  the  United  States ; 
and  was  not  the  power  conferred  and  delegated 
in  the  same  language,  of  regulating  commerce  be- 
tween the  States,  intended  for  the  same  wise,  en- 
lightened, and  benevolent  purpose?  And  if,  by 
the  power  of  regulating  commerce  between  the 
States,  the  improvement  and  the  facilitation  of 
that  commerce  can  be  best  effected  by  the  opening 
of  roads  and  canals,  for  the  transportation  of  the 
productions  of  one  State  to  another  adjacent  or 
contiguous  State — and,  indeed,  these  seem  to  be 
almost,  if  not  entirely,  the  only  means  by  which 
these  objects  could  be  effected — upon  what  prin- 
ciple of  good  sense,  or  with  what  reverence  for 
the  framers  of  this  instrument  (the  admiration  of 
America,  and  of  the  enlightened  world  !)  can  this 
power  of  opening  roads  and  canals  be  denied  to 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States?  Was  the 
power  of  regulating  commerce  between  the  States 


designed  by  the  enlightened  framers  of  the  in& 
ment  to  confer  powers  calculated  in  their  exer 
for  the  improvement  or  the  deterioration  of  i 
important  branch  of  commerce  ?  Did  they  int 
to  confer  alone  the  powers  of  imposing  burd 
on  this  valuable  internal  commerce,  such  as  du 
on  imports  or  exports  from  one  to  another  Sta 
or,  by  other  odious  or  onerous  measares,  obstt 
this  natural  and  fraternal  intercourse  between 
States  ?  None  but  a  madman  could  indulge 
supposition.  If,  then,  the  power  desig^ned  tc 
conferred  was  one  beneficial  to  the  nation. 

Promotive  of  its  prosperity  and  happiness,  will 
onorable  member  from  Virginia  condesceni 
inform  the  Senate  with  what  view,  to  what  ] 
pose,  was  this  "  power  to  regulate  conamerce 
tween  the  States"  conferred  upon  the  Congre? 
the  United  States,  if  the  power  to  make  roads 
canals — the  only,  or  almost  the  only  means  wii 
the  competency  of  the  General  Uoyemmen 
promoting,  aiding,  or  facilitating  commerce 
tween  the  States — be  denied  in  the  construe 
of  the  Constitution  ?  It  is  not  hj  the  erectioi 
fortifications  or  lighthouses,  or  fixing  buoys  wii 
the  bosom  of  the  States ;  this  belongs  to  extei 
or  foreign  commerce ;  and  in  construing  the  p 
ers  of  Congress  in  the  regulation  of  foreign  c< 
merce,  was  proper,  and  has  been  approved  by 
voice  of  the  nation.  But,  when  it  concerns 
business  of  improving  the  internal  commerce 
tween  the  States,  the  furious  partisans  of  S 
rights  are  in  arms ;  the  tocsin  of^ alarm  is  sound 
the  territorial  rights  of  the  States  are  about  t( 
invaded  as  by  a  foreign  foe,  for  devastation  i 
destruction,  and  not  by  a  parental  Governmen 
your  own  formation,  of  your  own  represenlati 
elected  by  yourselves,  and  legislating  in  come 
for  themselves  and  you;  by  a  Legislature, 
branch  of  it  coming  from  the  States,  citizens  of 
States,  having  every  endearing  motive  for  uph< 
ing  its  legitimate  and  sovereign  rights  ;  the  ot 
elected  by  the  States  themselves,  which  they  i 
resent,  immediately,  in  their  aggregate  or  soi 
eign  capacity.  And  is  there  danger  to  be  ap] 
bended  that  a  Congress  thus  constituted  can  c 
be  assailed  by  motive,  or  exposed  to  temptatioi 
invade  the  territorial  rights  of  States^  to  the  di 
ment  of  their  true  interest,  or  the  mfringen} 
of  their  legitimate  State  sorereignty  1  Sui 
none. 

But,  passing  by  this  point,  on  which  I  have 
tained  the  Senate  much  longer  than  I  had  inte 
ed,  as  well  from  an  unfeign^  respect  for  the  v 
erable  gentleman  who  opposes  this  bill  as  from 
vast  importance  of  the  Constitutional  ques^ 
which  the  gentleman  has  raised  and  urged  v 
so  much  ingenuity,  against  the  adoption  of 
measure  under  consideration,  the  importance 
this  question,  and  the  measures  to  which  a  d 
sion  afi&rming  the  power  of  Congress  to  ni 
roads  and  canals,  which  the  gentleman  questi( 
I  feel  with  the  most  anxious  and  lively  sensibi 
— and,  indulging  as  I  do  the  fervent  hope  of  see 
it  result  ere  long  in  the  adoption  of  a  general  < 
tem  of  internal  improvements;  the  adoption 
which  is  my  most  ardent  prayer — I  will  proc 
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n  sake  a  few  remarks  oa  the  next  ground  urged  | 
[,  ihe  gentleman  a^iost  the  adoption  of  tliis 
sea^are,  that  is,  the  inexpediency  or  passing  the 
ill  OD  Toar  table.  And  on  this  point,  whatever 
BT  be  the  oploioos  of  honorable  gentlemen,  here, 
{ £e  Coosututiooal  powers  of  Congress  to  open 
^:sublish  roads  for  commerce,  for  transportation 
ii'ii  maits  or  otherwise,  I  flatter  myself  that  the 
■ail  appropriation  required  by  this  bill  for  the 
gsoaiiate  repair  of  a  road  established  and  com- 
ia-d,  DOW  dilapidated, and  going  rapidly  to  decay 
fid  nnQ,  will  receive  the  assent  of  all,  or  at  least 
s  ilai^  majority  of  this  honorable  body.  For, 
^  qoe^oQ  presented  for  decision  now  is,  not 
vhftiiir  the  power  by  which  this  road  was  laid 
Hi  ajid  by  sQccessive  acts  of  appropriations  made 
ifii  completed,  daring  a  period  of  some  fifteen  or 
^tf  years,  with  the  approbation  of  so  many  and 
Ed  eolighteoed  legislators,  under  such  diversity 
fcirco(Ds};iaoes,and  under  the  influences  of  sucn 
ttiiie  Tariety  of  political  feeling  and  principles, 
BflsaDctbaed  by  such  a  succession  of  enlightened 
iH  patriotic  Presidents,  who  have  filled  the  Chair 
i  Scale  dariog  the  progress  of  this  work — a  road 
rktd  ia  its  progress  and  completion,  has  cost 
btGefcrnmeot  the  enormous  sum  of  $1,800,000 
ra<  eosstitatioaally  established  ;  but,  whether 
tit  iiestructioD  of  this  beautiful  and  costly  road, 
^•'Q  is  flow  progressing  with  such  rapid  pace, 
^ii  k  arrested,  and  the  road  placed  for  once  in 
BEiPi^t^  repair,  by  the  appropriation  of  the  sum 
K'^mpiated  in  the  bill — this  is  the  true,  and  now 
Nosiy  question.  The  road  is  made.  The  money 
ij^  nation  has  been  expended  with  the  appro- 
Kooaod  solemn  sanction  of  the  nation,  expressed 
p^h  its  proper  organ,  the  Representatives  of 
ft  people  in  Congress  assembled.  And  shall  the 
IpopnatioD  of  a  small  sum  of  money  for  its 
f^it  aod  superintendence  be  now  refused,  at  a 
^ii  wbefl  its  application  is  so  essential  for  its 
N^*atioD  from  total  ruin,  and  under  the  full 
^^'iciioQ  thai  there  is  no  other  power  to  which 
^HfcaijWith  the  slightest  hope  of  success,  ex- 
^P'^'^^it  which  is  now  called  upon  to  act,  can  or 
'^:«iaade?  The  States  through  which  it 
M  aad  who,  before  the  adoption  of  this  mea- 
*«  by  tbe  General  Government,  had  given  their 
^-1  aod,  with  their  consent  transferred  com- 
l|^<ejarisdiction  and  ample  authority  to  the  gov- 
"■sdiiof  the  nation  to  execute  the  work  as  one 
fj^^^l  concern,  and  for  the  nation's  good, 
P^aiDQ  all  duty  or  obligation  on  their  part  to 
M-e  the  road  in  repair;  and  it  devolves,  at 
fr-vfthe  present,  on  the  nation,  who  have  ex- 
^■^H*  ^^^^  so  truly  national,  to  preserve  their 
*'<  irom  threatened  ruin. 

I -t  rapid  and  conMantlv  accelerated  progress 
■'"Hecay  which  this  noble  work  exhibits  to  the 
yj-it  is  as  much  calculated  to  surprise  as  to 
^•"^'7  OS,  and  is  to  be  attributed,  in  a  great  de- 
f^  lo  the  inaccessible  and  rugged  character  of 
[  '^'UDiry  over  which  it  afibrds  a  safe  and  easy 
r^«  across  the  entire  range  of  the  Alleghany 
pi '.'410$^  which  is  traversed  by  it  for  some  eighty 
II '^  hundred  miles,  winding  for  much  of  this 
I  ^^^t  around  heights  and  precipices  of  steep  and 
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rugged  aspect,  and  almost  impassable  before  the 
execution  of  this  noble  work.  From  these  heights 
above,  the  fragments  of  overhanging  rock  are  often 
precipitated.  The  superincumbent  earth  is  often 
sliding  down  under  the  influence  of  Summer  rains 
and  winter  storms,  as  well  as  frost,  by  which  the 
road  is  filled  and  obstructed  from  above,  and  its 
artificial  bed  shoved  and  propelled  on  its  lower 
side;  by  which  its  final  ruin  would,  in  a  few 
years,  be  efiected,  without  the  aid  of  timely  and 
suitable  repairs. 

But,  the  proper  time  for  these  repairs  has,  in  the 
present  instance,  been  suffered  to  elapse  without 
their  application ;  and  to  this  unfortunate  omis- 
sion in  not  appropriating  the  sum  required  for  this 
purpose  at  the  last  session — an  omission  certainly 
not  ascribable  to  the  body  I  now  address,  by  which, 
bills,  having  this  subject  in  view,  passed  some  two 
or  three  different  times — it  is  to  be  ascribed,  that, 
instead  of  the  sum  of  $9,000,  the  sum  then  deem- 
ed and  still  believed  fully  adequate  to  the  attain- 
ment of  an  object  so  desirable,  now  requires  the 
increased  sum  of  $25,000,  which  is  deemed  at 
present,  with  the  most  economical  and  faithful 
application,  barely  adequate  to  place  this  road  in 
a  state  of  complete  repair.  Such  has  been  the 
fatal  iiifluence  of  delay  in  the  application  of  a  sum 
so  indispensable  to  an  object  of  such  deep  and 
vital  interest  to  several  portions  of  the  Union,  and 
one  deserving  to  be  cherished  by  all ! 

On  the  great  value  and  importance  of  this  road, 
Mr.  President,  it  would  be  superfluous  for  me  to 
descant.  There  is  surely  none  so  dull  or  so  blind 
to  the  true  interests  of  this  nation,  and  to  its  Gov- 
ernment, to  the  perpetuation  of  its  prosperity  and 
its  liberties,  as  not  to  see,  and,  perceiving,  not  to 
appreciate. 

In  a  commercial  point  of  view,  this  noble  high- 
way, for  the  transportation  of  the  goods  and  mer- 
chandise from  the  mercantile  cities,  on  the  Atlan- 
tic border,  to  the  West,  with  the  corresponding 
transfer  of  the  agricultural  and  other  productions 
of  the  vast  regions  beyond  the  Allegany  moun- 
tains to  the  market  of  the  East — markets  which 
those  inhabiting  this  portion  of  the  Union  have  so 
deep  an  interest  to  retain — the  facility  and  conse- 
quent cheapness  of  transportation  which  this  road 
has  introduced  is  almost  incredible,  and  afibrds 
the  most  decisive  and  conclusive  evidence,  if  any 
were  wanting,  of  the  immense  advantages  to  be 
derived  to  internal  commerce  from  the  construc- 
tion of  artificial  roads.  The  efiect  of  which,  in 
its  practical  consequences,  is  to  level  and  reduce, 
for  all  purposes  of  travelling  and  transportation, 
the  most  rugged,  impassable,  and  inaccessible 
mountains. 

But,  if  the  advantages  of  such  a  highway  to 
commerce,  to  all  classes,  and  in  every  region  al- 
most of  our  extended  empire,  and  to  the  poor  emi- 
grant, with  his  one-horse  cart,  or  his  Yankee 
wagon,  in  transporting  himself  from  the  Eastern 
to  the  more  fertile  regions  of  the  West,  are  so  vast, 
and  deserve  to  be  so  highly  appreciated,  of  how 
much  more  extended  and  exalted  character,  in  the 
eye  of  the  patriot  and  the  statesman,  whose  first 
wish  is  the  perpetuation  to  all  future  times  of  our 
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happy  Union,  is  such  a  mean  of  communication 
between  the  two  great  leading  divisions  of  our 
widely  extended  but  happy^  regions?  In  this,  its 
political  point  of  view,  highways  like  this,  Mr. 
President,  present  benefits  to  the  nation,  inappre- 
ciable in  the  extent  of  their  future  happy  conse- 
quences. In  this  respect,  such  highways  become 
one  of  the  strongest  bands—one  of  the  firmest  ce- 
ments of  union,  which  the  wisdom  and  benevo- 
lence of  the  enlightened  and  philosophical  states- 
man can  invent  or  conceive.  It  is  by  their  agency 
in  furnishing  the  means  and  the  inducements  to 
frequent,  cheap,  and  easy  communication,  between 
the  different  and  distant  parts  of  these  United 
States,  the  freedom  of  social  and  commercial  in- 
tercourse brings  together  individuals  from  the  dif- 
ferent portions  of  our  empire ;  gradually  wears  off 
those  asperities  and  peculiarities  of  manner  and 
temper,  on  either  side,  by  which  harmony  and 
good  feelings  are  produced^  cherished,  and  culti- 
vated between  citizens  of  different  portions  of  the 
Union,  who,  but  for  such  approximation,  are 
brought  by  slight  and  unessential  differences  in 
customs,  manners,  or  habits,  to  despise  and  to  hate 
each  other ;  and  by  thus  inculcating  the  new  sen- 
timents of  brothers^  of  the  same  great  family,  the 
members  which  compose  our  great  political  so- 
ciety are  taught  to  cherish  such  sentiments  of  har- 
mony and  ffood  will  lowards  each  other,  and 
towards  the  Union,  as  must  tend,  more  strongly 
than  any  other  cause,  to  the  perpNstuation  of  the 
blessings  of  our  Union — the  only  safeguard  for  the 
protection  and  perpetuation  of  our  inestimable  lib- 
erties. Such,  Mr.  President,  are  the  advantages, 
feebly  portrayed  or  hastily  glanced  at,  to  be  at- 
tained oy  the  opening  of  roads  and  canals  for  the 
improvement  and  facility  of  internal  commerce — 
measures  so  much  and.  so  ardently  to  be  desired, 
and  of  which  this  Cumberland  road  stands  as  yet 
a  solitary  specimen. 

But  the  venerable  gentleman  not  only  objects 
to  the  bill  on  your  table,  on  the  grounds  of  want 
of  Constitutional  power  to  make  appropriation  for 
the  object  contemplated,  and  the  expediency  of 
making  such  appropriation,  were  the  riffht  to  do 
so  fully  conceded  to  Congress,  but  he  takes  strong 
offence  at  the  phraseology  of  the  bill  in  which  this 
Cumberland  road  is  designated  as  national.  I 
must  confess,  Mr.  President,  whatever  may  be  the 
feelings  or  sentiments  excited  in  the  gentleman  by 
this  designation,  to  me  it  seems  entirely  appropri- 
ate, not  only  as  descriptive  of  the  road  thus  indi- 
cated, but  ift  an  attribute  to  which  this  highway 
has  the  fairest  and  the  most  unquestioned  claim. 
And  that  to  me  it  is  a  subject  of  pride  as  well  as 
pleasure,  to  use  a  word  so  truly  characteristic  of 
this  road  as  reg^ards  its  origin,  its  construction, 
and  its  designation.  Projected  by  the  wisdom  of 
its  counsels,  executed  with  the  nation's  means, 
and  destined,  in  ail  times  to  come,  for  the  nation's 
use,  and  constituting  one  of  its  proudest  monu- 
ments, it  is  in  every  sense  truly  and  emphatically 
national,  and  one  everv  way  entitled  to  that  proud 
denomination.  And  t  can  assure  you,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  often  as  it  has  been  my  destiny  to  travel 
on  this  highway  from  the  region  neyond  the  moun- 


tains, to  attend  my  humble  duties  in  this  pL 
that  I  never  do  so  without  feeling  a  ^well  of  i 
erous  and  proud  emotion  at  the  reflection  that 
road  I  pass  on  is,  in  its  design  and  construct 
worthy  the  character  of  the  nation  to  whom  it 
pertains;  was  the  work  of  the  nation  amoi 
whose  citizens  I  am  proud  to  count  myself; 
that  such  a  work  is  not  the  work  or  prdpert] 
any  one  State,  however  great,  or  rich,  or  p 
erful,  of  our  immense  Confederacyy  but  of 
nation. 

This  road,  Mr.  President,  is,  indeed,  a  vi 
worthy  the  nation  by  whom  it  was  made,  an 
whom  it  appertains,  and,  after  the  enormous  si 
which  have  been  expended  from  its  coflfers  in 
construction  of  such  a  monument  to  its  i^i&< 
and  its  glory,  I  can  never  persuade  myself  that 
Congress  ot  the  United  States  will  incur  thi 
proach  of  permitting  such  a  work  to  go  to  di 
and  ruin,  for  want  of  the  small  sum  required 
the  bill  to  |>lAce  it  once  more  in  complete  re; 
and  make  it  what  it  was  intended  to  be  by  tj 
to  whom  we  owe  its  origin  and  completion. 

When  Mr.  Talbot  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  followed  on  the  s< 
side.  He  urged  particularly  the  breach  of  f 
which,  if  the  Cumberland  road  were  aIlowe< 
fall  into  decay,  would  ensue  with  the  Staf 
Maryland,  which  had  given  her  consent  to  it 
the  road  tnrough  that  State,  and  had  subsequel 
taxed  her  citizens  to  make  connecting  roads, 
also  contended  for  the  constitutionality  and 
expediency  of  internal  improvements  by  the  C 
eral  Government,  and  replied  to  Mr.  Taylor 
that  point.  ' 

Mr.  Macon  merely  remarked,  in  reference  t 
argument  used  in  the  debate,  that,  as  this  i 
was  authorized  originally  to  be  made  through 
respective  States,  with  their  consent,  there  ^ 
not  been,  so  far  as  the  Constitutional  question  w 
any  broad  Constitutional  question  settled  by 
making  of  the  road. 

Mr.  VAN  BuRBN  offered  a  few  observation! 
an  incidental  i>oint  touched  by  Mr.  Taylor  ; 
ding  the  opinion,  that  the  large  expend itur 
making  this  road  will  have  been  worse  than 
less,  if  it  were  now  suffered  to  go  to  decay,  and 
desire  to  see  it  preserved. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  the  pasi 
of  the  bill,  it  was  carried,  by  the  following  v 

YsAS — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  BoardmaD,  B^ 
of  Louisiana,  Brown  of  Ohio,  D'Wolf,  Dickvi 
Edwards,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Missis^ 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Knj 
Lanman,  Parrot,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Smith  of  >] 
land.  Stoke*,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomai», 
Bnren,  Van  Dyke,  Williams  of  MissiMtppt,  and 
Hams  of  TenDeB8ee^26. 

Nats— Messrs.  Chandler,  Findlay,  Gaillard,    Lj 

of  Massachusetts,  Lowrie,   Macon,    Mills,    Smit 
South  Carolina,  and  Taylor  of  Virginia — 9. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  sent  to 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence. 

The  Senate  then,  on  motion,  adjourned  \ 
to-morrow. 
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John  Eluott,  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  at- 
tended  this  day. 

Mr.  Noble  prcveDted  the  memorial  of  Winthrop 
RobiasoQ,  now  of  Indiana,  praying  relief,  in  con- 
sideration of  services  rendered  auring  the  Rerolu- 
tioDary  war.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  recommitted  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  tbe  representatives  of  John  Dondson, 
Thomas  Carr^  and  others,  reported  the  same,  with 
an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  6th  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  modifying  the  act  for  the  establishment 
of  a  territorial  ffOTemment  in  Florida,  so  as  to 
grant  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
tbe  United  States,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  6th  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  an  inter- 
change of  the  laws  of  the  several  States,  by  mail, 
free  of  postage,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  tbe  6th  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals  in  relation  to  stock 
of  the  company  for  making  a  canal  from  Delaware 
river  to  the  Raritan,  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana, ioitracting  their  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives in  Congress,  in  relation  to  the  lands  reserved 
(or  schools  m  that  State.  The  resolution  was 
lead,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  amend  an  act,  en- 
titled ^An  act  further  to  regulate  the  entry  of 
merchandise  imported  into  the  United  States  from 
»ny  adjacent  territory,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act 
to  cootinoe  in  force  ^An  act  to  protect  the  com- 
nifrce  of  the  United  States,  and  to  punish  the 
trime  of  pirac]^ ;  and,  also,  to  make  further  pro- 
vmoD  for  punishing  the  crime  of  piracy,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee OQ  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  continue  the  pres- 
et mode  of  supplying  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  revive  and  con- 
J»nue  in  force  certain  acts  for  the  adjustment  of 
lan4  claims,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,"  was 
'tad  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
ted on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  proprie- 
^^5  of  lands  held  by  titles  derived  from  the  uni- 
ted States,  to  obtain  copies  of  papers  from  the 
proper  department,  and  to  declare  the  effects  of 
wch  copies,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  fur- 
wr  consideration  thereof  was  i>ostponed  until 
Saturday  next. 


The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  part  of  an 
act  passed  by  the  State  of  Maryland,  in  the  year 
1784,  and  now  in  force  in  Georgetown,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  entitled  ^An  act  for  an  addition 
to  Georgetown,  in  Montgomery  county,"  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  concerning  the  apportionment  of  rep- 
resentatives in  the  State  of  Alabama  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  submitted  the 
following  motion  for  consideration : 

Resobfulf  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manu&ctures  be  instructed  to  inqaire  into  the  ezpe- 
Uieuey  of  erecting  a  lighthoase,  or  beseon,  on  Gape 
Romatn,  in  the  State  of  South  Ctrolina,  for  the  pro- 
tection and  secority  of  the  navigation  in  that  vicinity. 

Mr.. Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  presented  the 
petition  of  John  L.  Wilson,  and  others,  inhabit- 
ants of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  prating  a  di- 
vision of  the  State  into  two  judicial  districts.  The 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Barton  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  remit  to  the 
State  of  Missouri  the  postage  on  certain  law  books. 

A  messuage  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tbe  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  additional  judge  for  the  Micnigan 
Territory,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and,  also,  a 
biir,  entitled  "An  act  making  a  partial  appropria- 
tion for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three ;" 
in  which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

SUPPRESSION  OF  PIRACY. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Rodney  on  Mon- 
day, instructing  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
to  inquire  into  the  expediencv  of  allowing  a  bounty 
to  the  public  armed  vessels  and  private  armed 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  for  prisoners  captured 
and  the  guns  taken  by  them  in  any  piratical  ves- 
sel, was  read  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Rodney  said  he  thought  that  in  the  war 
we  were  waging  against  the  bucaniers  of  the  West 
Indian  seas,  the  Government  ought  to  hold  out 
inducements  to,  our  officers  and  seamen,  greater 
than  were  now  offered  to  them,  and  thus  do  all  in 
its  power  to  put  a  speedy  end  to  the  war.  In  such 
a  waifare,  he  had  no  idea  that  there  was  any 
thing  like  honor  to  be  acquired,  and  as  that  stim- 
ulus was  not  afforded  to  the  brave  men  who  would 
be  engaged  in  prosecuting  it,  something  ought  to 
be  held  out  to  them  in  its  place.  It  was  a  war- 
fare of  much  danger;  the  service  was  arduous, 
and  the  exposure,  day  and  night,  which  such  a 
service  required,  was,  in  those  seas,  extremely 
hazardous,  from  the  great  liability  to  the  fatal  dis- 
eases of  the  climate^  He  thought,  also,  that  some 
encouragement  ought  to  be  held  out  to  private 
armed  vessels  to  co-operate,  as  far  as  possible,  in 
bringing  this  \<rar  to  a  close.  What  tnat  encour- 
agement ousht  to  be,  he  could  not  say ;  that  would 
be  left  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Senate.  The  late 
war  afforded,  however,  a  precedent  for  his  object, 
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and  that  was  the  amoaiit  of  the  boanty.  In  that 
contest  a  bounty  of  $25  for  each  prisoner  was  at 
first  allowed,  and,  subsequently,  9^0  were  granted. 
The  bounty  which  he  proposed,  Mr.  R.  said,  would 
hare  the  further  effect  of  inducing  sailors  to  enter  ; 
the  public  service,  and  thus  place  promptly  in  the 
hands  of  the  officer  charged  with  conducting  the 
expedition  (and  a  most  suitable  and  excellent  ap- 
pointment it  was)  the  means  of  prosecuting  the 
war  effectually.  It  was  demanded  by  the  interest 
of  the  country,  Mr.  R.  said,  that  it  should  be  so 
prosecuted,  and  ended  as  soon  as  possible,  as  the 
commerce  of  the  country  had  suffered,  from  the 
depredations  of  piracy,  a  degree  of  prostration 
which  it  had  not  experienced  for  a  long  time  be- 
fore. Under  these  impressions,  he  had  offered  the 
resolution  for  the  investigation  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

DRAWBACK  ON  CORDAGE. 

The  Senate  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  allow 
a  drawback  on  the  exportation  of  cordage  man- 
ufactured from  foreign  nemp— the  question  being 
on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Chandler, 
which  provided  that  the  hemp  of  which  the  cord- 
age claiming  drawback  is  manufactured,  bad  been 
imported  within  one  year  preceding,  dbc. 

Mr.  D'WoLF  assigned  the  reasons  why  he 
thought  this  amendment  unnecessary  and  inexpe- 
dient. 

Mr.  Chandler  had  proposed  the  amendment 
on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  and  it  might  be  defec- 
tive ;  but  be  thought  something  of  the  kind  ne- 
cessary, to  prevent  ship-owners  from  exporting  to 
some  foreign  place  the  cordage  necessary  for  their 
own  use,  to  rig  their  vessels  there,  as  occasion  re- 
quired, and  thus  get  clear  of  the  duties  on  the 
hemp  used  by  themselves,  by  receiving  the  draw- 
back. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  was  in  favor  of 
the  principle  of  the  amendment.  He  felt  obliged 
to  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  for  bringing 
thi9  bill  forward,  but  he  thought  it  very  unguarded 
in  its  provisions.  To  remedy  what  he  conceived 
a  defect  in  the  bill,  he  had  prepared  an  amend- 
ment, different  in  form  from  that  before  the  Sen- 
ate, and  which  he  read.  To  giv^  an  opportunity 
for  trying  this  instead  of  his  own,  Mr.  Chandler 
withdrew  his  amendment ;  and  Mr.  Lloyd  then 
offered  the  amendment  which  he  had  read,  but, 
at  the  request  of  Mr.  D'Wolf,  who  wished  to 
offer  some  remarks  on  the  bill,  in  reply  to  its  op- 
ponents, Mr.  L.  waived  his  amendment  for  the 
present. 

On  this  the  debate  was  resumed,  on  the  general 
merits  of  the  bill,  and  continued  until  past  three 
o'clock.  The  discussion  embraced  a  variety  of 
views  of  the  probable  effects  of  the  measure,  on 
the  navigation,  the  manufactures,  and  the  revenue 
of  the  country — of  the  condition  of  the  different 
interests  of  the  nation — what  had  been  done,  and 
what  ought  to  be  done,  for  them  respectively,  by 
the  Government — the  course  of  trade  as  pursued 
to  different  parts  of  the  world,  ^.  Mr.  D'Wolf, 


Mr.  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  Sxith  of 
Maryland,  supported  the  bill ;  and  Mr.  Dickerscx 
and  Mr.  Findlay  opposed  it — each  of  the  ?eDtl^ 
men  at  considerable  length,  and  some  of  them 
repeatedly.  At  the  close  of  the  general  debate- 
Mr.  Llotd  renewed  the  amendment  he  bad 
waived,  which  was,  to  require  of  the  person  roa 
kine  application  for  the  drawback,  to  "prodoc^ 
sach  satisfactory  proof  to  the  collector,  io  the 
form  and  under  the  attestations  to  be  prescribed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  the  cordage 
so  proposed  to  be  exported,  was  truly  made  ao^ 
manufactured  exclusively  from  imported  hemp,  v 
stated  in  said  entry." 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  D'Wolf 
and  supported  by  Mr.  Llotd. 

Mr.  LowRiE  moved  to  amend  the  amecdment 
so  as  to  confine  the  operation  of  the  bill  to  hem; 
which  shall  be  imported  after  the  passage  of  thi 
bill;  because,  if  extended  to  all  tne  hemp  aoi 
cordage  now  in  the  country,  it  would  verr  ma 
terially  impair  the  estimated  revenue. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  offered  some  rea 
sons  to  show  that  this  amendment  woold  destroi 
the  object  and  the  useful  effects  of  the  bill. 

The  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Lowbiews 
agreed  to — ayes  21;  and  then  the  amendmeo 
offered  by  Mr.  Llotd  was  acrreed  to  as  amended. 
The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nav 
on  engrossing  the  bill  and  reading  it  a  third  timi 
and  was  negatived  by  the  following  vote : 

Ykab— Metsrs.  Bomrdman,  Chandler,  L^'di 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Mtsn 
choaetta,  Milla,  Morril,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Ragf!<^ 
Seymoar,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Van  Baren,  and  Vt 
Dyke— 16. 

Nats — Meaars.  Barton,  Benton,  Brown  of  Ohi^ 
DickeraoQ,  Edwarda,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes 
MisaiMippi,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnaon  of  Looii 
ana.  King  of  Alabama,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Rodoe 
Smith  of  South  Carolina,  Soathard,  Stokes,  Talbo 
Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas,  \V'ti 
Williams  of  Mbaiaaippi,  Williama  of  Tenneasee— 3 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 


Thursday,  January  9. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Coi 
mittee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  which  was  refern 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  the  prese 
mode  of  supplying  the  Army  of  the  United  StatR 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  RuGOLES  presented  the  petition  of  Hea 
Johnson,  of  Ohio,  prayinff  the  donation  of  a  smi 
portion  of  public  land,  lor  reasons  stated  in  t 
petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  t 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented   the  memorial  of  t{ 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Philadelphia,  prayi 
the  erection  of  certain  permanent  and  floatii 
lights.    The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactur 

Mr.  Barton  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  in 
duce  a  bill  to  remit  to  the  State  of  Missouri 
postage  on  certain  law  books.    The  bill  was  rej 
and  it  passed  to  *the  second  reading. 
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Mr.  Johnson,  of  Keatucky,  asked  and  obtained 
ieare  to  introdace  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  G. 
Cowan.  The  bill  was  read,  and  pa^^sed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  JoBNSON  also  presented  the  petition  of 
Da  rid  G.  Cowan,  praying  a  law  may  pass,  al- 
lowing  the  eaaitable  settlement  of  his  accounts, 
for  reasons  therein  staled ;  and  the  petition  was 
read. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  gave  notice  that  to- 
morrow he  ahould  ask  leaTe  to  introduce  a  resolu- 
tioD  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  LowaiE  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
coDSiteation : 

Reiohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
iDfitracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  for  the  nle.of  the  .tracts  of  the  public  land  on 
wiuch  axe  Jead  jninee  or  salt  springs,  which  hate,  hete- 
tofore  been  reserved  from  sale,  or  may  hereafter  be  *ur* 
vejed  by  the  United  States. 

Mr.  EA.TON  presented  the  memorial  of  Edward 
Doyle,  praying  indemnification  for  the  destruction 
of  his  property  during  the  Seminole  war.  The 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims. 

Mr.  Benton  pesented  the  petition  of  James 
McClang,  praying  the  payment  of  an  outstanding 
certificate,  issued  to  his  father  for  a  horse  impress* 
ed  in  the  public  service.  The  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Noble  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Retoited,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing the  act  of  Uongress,  entitled  ''An  act  gprantiDg  a 
tract  of  land  to  William  Conner  and  wife,  and  to  their 
children,"  approved  7th  May^  lBt2,  so  as  to  vest  the 
ke  simple  to  the  tract  of  land  .therein  namedi  in  the 
uid  William  Conner. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs,  on 
the  militia  claims  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  for  ser- 
vices rendered  under  orders  of  the  President  of  the 
Uaited  States  dnrine  the  years  1792,  3,  and  4; 
aod,  00  motion,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
VBs  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
moiion  of  the  8th  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  and  Manufactures  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  erecting  a  lighthouse  or 
beaooD  on  Uape  Romain,  and  agreed  thereto. 

Oq  motion,  by  Mr.  Lanman,  the  petition  of 
Samuel  Harrison,  agent  for  the  heirs  of  Captain 
Joaathan  Carven  praying  for  the  recognition  of 
SD  Indian  deed  for  a  tract  of  land  near  St.  An- 
thooy's  Falls,  on  the  Mississippi,  presented  at  the 
l^ni  aession  of  the  Ninth  Congress,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  two  IhUs  last  brought  up  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  for  concurrence,  were  read 
aod  severaUy  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the 
sppointment  of  an  additional  judge  for  theMichi- 
g&a  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read 
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the  second  time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  a  partial  ap- 
propriation for  the  support  of  Government  for  the 
year  1823,"  was  read  the  second  time,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  representativesofJohnDonelson,  Thomas  Carr. 
and  others,  together  with  the  amendment  reported 
thereto  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  ]  and, 
the  same  having  been  agreed  to,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House;  and,  the  amendment  being  con- 
curred in^  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrpssed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  Forrest ;  find,  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Josnua  Russell ;  and,  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

IMPRISONMfiMT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  Senate,  accordine  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
took  up  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt. 

Mr- VAN  BuBBN  moved,  by  way  of  amendment, 
a  substitute  for  the  bill^  embracing  several  sections, 
and  a  variety  of  provisions,  and  aualifications  of 
the  broad  principle  laid  down  in  the  original  bill. 
He  followed  his  motion  with  some  remarks  ex- 
planatory of  the  amendment  he  oflfered,  and  the 
reasons  why  he  deemed  the  bill  inexpedient  with- 
out his  modifications. 

Mr.  Mills,  of  Massachusetts,  also  submitted  his 
objections  to  the  bill  as  originally  proposed,  the 
reasons  why  he  could  not  support  it  unless  mate- 
rially modified,  and  certain  amendments  which 
he  should  offer  in  addition  to  those  already  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  replied  to  both  the 
preceding  gentlemen,  and  defended  the  bill  against 
their  obiections. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  over  until  to-morrow,  to 
give  time  to  prepare  the  further  amendments 
which  had  been  suggested. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
concerning  the  disbursement  of  public  moiiey,  re- 
ported yesterday  from  the  Committee  of  Finance, 
with  amendments,  was  taken  op ;  and, after  some 
explanations  by  Mr.  Lowrie,  they  were  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  then  postponed  to  Monday,  for  the 
purpose  of  having  it  printed  as  amended. 

[The  amendments  provide — first,  that  nothing 
contained  in  the  bill  shall  be  so  construed  as  to 
restrain  the  Secretaries  of  any  of  the  Departments 
from  requiring  such  returns  (besides  the  returns 
prescribed  by  the  bill  to  be  rendered  every  three 
months  by  officers  in  the  United  States,  and  every 
sii  montns  by  those  abroad)  from  any  officer  or 
agent,  subject  to  the  control  of  such  Secretaries, 
as  the  public  interest  may  require.  Secondly, 
that  in  ail  cases  where  any  officer  in  default  shall 
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accoant  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States^  such  officer  may  be  continued  in 
office,  any  thing  in  the  bill  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding.] 


Frioay,  January  10. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
John  Donelson,  Thomas  Carr,  and  others,  was 
read  a  third' time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josbua  Russell  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
making  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  expenses 
of  Government  for  the  current  year,  was  reported 
by  Mr.  Lowrie,  from  the  Committee  of  Finance, 
without  amendment.  The  bill  was  subsequently 
taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  con- 
sidered, and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and  was 
thereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowrie,  read  a  third 
time,  oy  general  consent,  passed,  and  returned  to 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  ninth  instant,  in  relation  to  the  pub- 
lic lands  on  which  are  lead  mines  or  salt  springs, 
and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  also  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  motion  of  the  ninth  instant,  in  relation  to 
William  Conner,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  to  remit  to  the  State  of  Missouri  the 
postage  on  certain  law  books,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  6.  Cowan,  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred^  together  with 
said  Cowan's  petition,  to  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  James 
Shackelford,  and  others,  and  also  the  petition  of 
Jacob  Lindsay  and  others,  reported  a  bill  grant- 
ing to  the  State  of  Alabama  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion to  certain  quarter  sections  of  land.  The  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Rodney  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Rtaohedj  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Hanofiictaret  be  iottructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  fixing  light  vetiels  at  or  near  the  shoals 
called  the  Brandywioe,  and  Middle  Groands,  in  the 
Bay  of  Delaware,  or  at  such  other  place  or  places  as 
may  render  the  navigation  thereof  more  safe  and  con- 
venient; and  also  to  inqaire  into  the  expediency  of 
erecting  a  lighthouse  at  Fort  Delaware. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  laying  out  and 
making  a  road  from  the  Lower  Rapids  of  the 
Miami  of  Lake  Erie  to  the  western  boundary  of 
the  Connecticut  Western  Reserve,  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  agreeablv  to  the  provisions  of  tha  Treaty 
of  Brownstown,''  was  read  the  second  time,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  laying  out  and  making 
a  road  from  the  Lower  Rapids  of  the  Miami  of 


Lake  Erie  to  the  western  boundary  of  the  C 
necticut  Western  Reserve,  in  the  State  of  O 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Treaty  of  Brow 
town ;"  and  also  a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  a 
firm  certain  claims  to  lots  in  the  village  of  Peoi 
in  the  State  of  Illinois;"  in  which  bills  they 
quest  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  said  two  bills  Were  read,  and  severa 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Th6  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  confirm  cert 
claims  to  lots  iq  the  village  of  Peoria,  in  the  St 
of  Illinois,"  was  read  the  second  time,  by  una 
mous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
Public  Lands. 

The  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  dkbt  \ 
taken  up,  when 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  so 
amendments  in  addition  to  tnose  offered  by 
Van  Buren  ;  and  then  all  the  amendments 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the  bill  postpon 
Monday  next. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  to  continue 
present  mode  of  supplying  the  Army,  was  ta 
up  in  Committee  or  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  observed  i 
when  the  act  first  passed  adopting  the  commi 
riat  system.  as<it  was  an  experiment  io  oar  M 
taryr  Establishment,  it  was  made  temporary  c 
limited  to -five  years.  If  the  system  were  to 
continued,  it  was  now  necessary  to  legislate  or 
He  for  one  wished  that  the  system  should  be  mi 
permanent,  as  it  had  completely  answered  the 
pectations  of  its  friends;  but  the  House  of  Re{ 
sentatives  had  thought  it  best  to  limit  it  to  1 
years,  and  he  acquiesced  in  the  limitation. 

The  bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  s 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

AMENDMENT  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  rose  to  ask  leave 
which  he  yesterday  gave  notice)  to  introduci 
resolution  proposing  an  aihendment  to  the  C\ 
stitution  ot  the  United  States.  Mr.  T.  prefa^ 
his  motion  with  a  few  remarks.  He  adverted 
the  circumstances  which  led  to  the  former  ame 
ment  of  the  Constitution  in  relation  to  the  elect 
of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  Udi 
States,  by  which  it  was  required  that  the  perj 
should  be  designated  for  each  oflSce  bv  the  Gl 
tors.  He  described  the  evil  which  that  amej 
ment  was  intended  to  cure,  and  said  that  if  it  1 
been  foreseen  that  the  evil  could  occur  in  a  dil 
ent  form,  the  remedy  would  have  been  extenj 
to  meet  it.  Mr.  T.  aeprecated  any  improper  \ 
tidiousness  in  recurring[  to  the  Constitution,  eid 
for  instruction  or  for  its  improvement.  If  e 
the  time  should  arrive  when  it  would  be  con: 
ered  as  unwise  or  ridiculous  to  do  so,  the  pow 
of  the  CoDstitution  would  become  remitted,  i 
merged  in  legislation  and  precedents;  and 
should  gradually  return  to  the  spirit,  the  prii 
pies,  and  the  practice,  of  the  British  Governing 
where  precedent  and  legislation  coiitrolled  evj 
thing.  Mr.  T.  inculcated,  impressively,  a  c 
stant  attention  to  the  Constitution ;  the  practic 
testing  every  act  of  legislation  by  it ;  and  a  v 
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ant  care  DOt  only  that  its  powers  should  be  rigor- 
)asly  exercised,  but  that  it  should  be  repaired  and 
improved  whenever  the  public  good  should  require 
it  to  be  done.  If  an  appropriation  of  money,  he 
irgued,  were  necessary  to  repair  a  public  road,  it 
night  be  said,  with  equal  propriety,  that  an  appro- 
priation of  attention  and  care  were  necessary  to 
Keep  the  Constitution  in  repair.  Inattention  to 
that,  he  said,  would  produce  in  it  furrows  and 
dilapidation,  and  would  bring  it  into  the  same  dis- 
use that  ne§^lect  would  cause  in  a  public  road. 
Mr.  T.,  after  other  remarks  of  the  same  character, 
aod  to  enforce  the  same  general  sentiment,  went 
on  to  say  that  whenever  any  opinions  or  wishes 
were  demonstrated  to  be  general  with  the  people, 
they  ought  to  be  attended  to  and  put  in  practice. 
It  was  manifest,  he  thought,  that  this  was  the  case 
ID  regard  to  the  present  mode,  in  the  last  resort, 
of  electing  the  President  of  the  United  States,  ana 
that  the  people  uniyersally  deprecated  the  election 
of  the  President  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Thinking  so,  he  had  sought  to  provide  a  remedy, 
and  therefore  asked  leave  to  introduce  the  follow- 
ing joint  resolution : 

Haohed  Inf  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent 
tetira  of  the  United  States  of  Amerieat  ttoo-tmrds  of 
ioth  Houeeo  eoncurringf  That  the  following  amencT- 
Beat  to  the  Conotitation  of  the  United  States  be  pro- 
posed to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States : 

"The  Electors  of  a  President  and  Vice  President 

Bhall  meet  on  the day  of next  preceding  the 

expintion  of  the  time  for  which  the  existing  President 
Bay  hate  been  appointed ;  vote  for  a  President  and 
Vice  President,  according  to  the  Constitntion ;  and 
■ake  two  lisla  of  all  persons  voted  for,  to  be  signed 
ud  certi6ed  hy  them ;  one  to  be  delivered,  sealed,  to 
the  President  of  the  United  SUtes,  within  —  days 
theresfter,  to  be  opened  and  examined  by  him.  And 
if  itihsll  appear  that  no  person  has  received  the  TOtes 
of  a  majority  of  the  Eloctois  appointed,  the  President 
of  the  United  Btates  shall  forthwith,  by  proclamation, 
and  also  by  notifications  to  the  Executive  of  each 
Sut«,  {Miblish  the  number  of  voles  given  to  each  per- 
&0D  IS  Prasideat.     Whereupon,  the  said  Electors  shall 

again  meet  on  the day  of next  succeeding 

\iieii  fint  meeting,  and  vote  for  one  of  the  two  persons 
ai  President,  who  shall  have  received,  at  their  first 
cieeuflg,  the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  that  office. 
Or,  if  it  ihould  happen  that  more  persons  thsn  two 
•boa Id  have  received  the  greatest  number,  and  also  an 
cqoal  DQmber  of  votes,  the  said  Electors  shall  vote  for 
^t  of  them  as  President.  The  ssid  Electors  shall 
^simit  one  of  the  lists  to  be  made  at  their  first  meet- 
ing, and  also  that  to  be  made  at  their  second,  (should 
it  take  place,)  to  be  proceeded  upon  as  the  Constitu- 
^iM)  hu  presqibed,  except  that  the  person  having  the 
SRatMt  nnmber  of  votes  at  the  second  meeting  of  the 
■id  Electors  shall  be  the  President.  But  if  two  or 
Bore  ptrsone  shall  have  received  the  greatest  and  an 
i^oal  namber  of  voles  at  the  aecond  meeting  of  the 
•aid  Electors,  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  choose 
a&e  of  them  for  President,  in  the  mode  prescribed  by 
*he  Constitution.*' 

The  leave  was  granted,  and  the  resolution  was 
^)  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  January  18. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  George  Ulmer.  The  report  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  reports 
made  under  an  act  supplementary  to  the  aeveial 
acts  for  the  adjustment  or  land  claims  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana.  The  reports  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  RuGGLES.  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Archibald  F. 
Macneill,  of  North  Carolina,  made  a  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  resolution  that  the  prayer  or  the 
petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  presented  the  petition 
of  John  Low,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutioii,  praying 
to  be  placed  on  the  list  of  pensioners.  Tne  peti- 
tion was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  which  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  regulate  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  certain  British 
colonial  ports.  The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  petition  of  Walker 
K.  Armistead,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law  au- 
thorizing the  equitable  settlement  of  his  accounts. 
The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com-, 
mittee  of  Claims. 

Mr.DicKERsoN  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Howell,  of  New  Jersey,  praying  compensation  for 
services  rendered  his  country  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the  petition  of  Sarah 
Perry  of  Rhode  Island,  praying  a  pension  for  five 
years.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs. 

Mr.  G.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  Lewis 
A.  Petray  and  Just  Viel,  merchants  of  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina,  praying  that  certain  articles 
shipped  from  St.  Augustine,  when  an  American 
port,  to  Charleston,  may  be  exempted  from  the 
payment  of  duties.  The  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowrie,  it  was  resolved  that 
none  of  the  documents  accompanying  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  of  the  10th  December  last,  be  print- 
ed for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  excepting  the  letter 
from  the  Society  of  the  United  Brethren  to  the- 
Secretary  of  War,  and  the  statements  marked 
A  and  B. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.- 

In  compliance  with  a  resolotion  of  the  Senate,  re- 
questing the  President  of  the  United  States  **  to  cause 
to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  the  number  of  arms  re- 
quired, annually,  to  supply  the  militia  of  the  West^ 
according  to  acts  of  Congress ;  the  probable  number 
necessary  to  be  placed  in  military  deposites,  located  or 
to  be  located,  on  the  Western   waters;  the  cost 'of 
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transportation  of  anus  to  the  Westorn  States  and  de- 
posites;  the  probable  cost  of  mannfactoiing  arms  in 
the  West ;  the  probable  cost  of  erecting,  at  this  time, 
on  the  Western  waters,  such  an  armory  as  that  at 
Harper's  Ferry,  or  at  Springfield ;  and  sach  other  in- 
formation as  he  may  deem  important  to  establish  the 
oxpediency  of  erecting,  on  the  Western  waters,  a  na- 
tional armory ;"  I  herewith  transmit  a  report  from  the 
.  Secretary  of  War,  containing  the  desired  information. 

JAMES  MON&OE. 
Wasbisgtov,  January  10,  1823. 

The  Message  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Muitary  Affairs. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Jndiciary,  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  William  Thornton,  praying  a  re- 
newal of  his  patent  for  certain  improrements, 
particularly  in  a  boiler,  reported  a  resolution,  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Smith,  ot  South  Carolina,  from  the  same 
committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  purchase  of  a  number  of  copies  of  the 
sixth  volume  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States ; 
the  bill  to  release  Amos  Muzzy  and  John  White 
from  imprisonment;  and,  also,  the  bill,  entitled 
*'An  act  m  addition  to  an  act  to  continue  in  force 
'An  act  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  punish  the  crime  of  piracy,'  and, 
also,  to  make  further  provision  for  punish m^  the 
crime  of  piracy,"  reported  the  same,  respectively, 
without  amenament. 

CLAIM  OF  JOSEPH  EMERSON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  the  Sen- 
ate resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion  of  the 
third  instant,  for  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations  respecting  the  petition  and 
claim  of  Joseph  Emerson  and  others ;  and,  on  the 
question  to  agree  to  the  first  branch  of  the  resolu- 
tion, as  follows : 

'*That  the  petition  of  Joseph  Emerson,  and  others, 
praying  for  indemnity  for  property  illegally  captured 
by  the  cruisers  of  the  French  Republic,  in  the  year 
1797,  be  directed  to  inquire  and  report  whether  the 
claim  of  the  petitioners  was  released  to  the  French 
Govenunent  by  the  United  States,  by  the  convention 
between  the  two  Republics,  made  and  concluded  on 
fthe;aOthof  September,  1800,  and  finally  ratified,  on 
•    the  part  of  Fiance,  on  the  31st  of  July,  1801  :*' 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  spoke  at  considerable 
length  on  the  sulyect  of  his  motion — agoing  into 
/tbe^ircttoistances  of  the  claimi  the  history  of  the 
tteaties  with  France,  and  the  transactions  of  the 
.times^  out  of  which  the  claim  grew,  and  on  which 
it  relied  for  support,  dec. 

Mr.  Barbour,  and  Mr.  King,  of  New  York, 
each  spoke  at  some  ienffth  on  the  topics  introduced 
by  Mr.  H.  in  his  remarks — agoing  to  show  that  the 
claim  was  of  a  class  which  could  not  and  ought 
not  to  be  indemnified  by  the  Government;  justi- 
fied the  course  adopted  by  the  committee,  &c. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  rejoined  to  these  gen- 
tlemen ;  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  also  spoke 
on  the  same  subject. 

The  question  being  taken  on  agreeing,  first,  to 
the  first  branch  of  Mr.  Holmes's  resoluUon,it  was 


decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays — yea^ 
nays  41,  as  follows: 

YxAs-^Mesan.  Holmes  of  Maine,  Parrott,  Rodse} 
and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Barix>or.  Burton,  Benton,  Boan 
man.  Brown  of  Loaisiana,  Brown  of  Ohio,  Chandk 
D'Wolf,  Dickersoo,  Eaton,  Edwards,  EllioU,  Findta 
Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Kentock; 
Johnson  of  Loaiiiana,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  ^> 
York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Maaaachnsetu,  Loi 
rie,  Macon,  Mills,  MorHl,  Palmer,  Rogglcs,  Seyooc 
Smith  of  South  Carolina,  Southard,  Stokes,  T&lbc 
Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas,  \i 
Baren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  Willianu  of  Missisfiippi,  ai 
WiUiams  of  Tenni 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Committee  < 
Foreign  Relations  were  discharged  from  the  lu 
ther  consideration  of  the  said  petition. 


Tuesday,  January  14. 

Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  petition  of  Lemu 
Bent,  praying  to  be  exonerated  from  a  judgme 
obtained  agamst  him  by  the  United  States.  Ti 
petition  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Commut 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  .petition  of  Pm 
Wilcox,  stating  that  her  son,  Lieutenant  Wilcc 
on  whom  she  principally  depkided  for  her  suppo 
was  killed  during  the  late  war,  whilst  engag 
in  the  service  of  his  countrj^and  praying  that  soi 
provision  may  be  made  for  her  reUef. — Refcrrr 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  FiNDLAY  presented  the  memorial  of  Heo 
Huber,  and  others,  of  the  city  and  county  of  Pi 
adelphia,  manufacturers  of  bridle  bits,  stirrup  ira 
and  coach  and  harness  furniture,  prayiug  t^e  u 
tection  of  the  Gorernment.  The  inemohal  m 
read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  C<»ame] 
and  Maauiactures. 

The  Presidbnt  communicaled  a  letter  in 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  tranamittiBg  a  r^ 
of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Na?y  Pension  Foi 
made  in  obedience  to  the  act  for  the  better  gt 
emment  of  the  Na?y  of  the  United  States ;  > 
the  letter  and  report  were  read,  and  referred 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affiiirs. 

Mr.  JoBNSON,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  i 
lowing  motion  for  consideration : 

Ru^htd,  That  the  ComniiltM  on  the  JudiciAi; 
ifietrttcted  to  inqoire  into  the  expedienqr  of  modify 
the  act  of  Congress  of  the  Iset  session,  entitled  "^  Aa 
for  the  ettahlishaient  of  a  Tenatoiisl  gOTsromeai 
Florida,"  ao  as  better  to  secure  the  •  rights  of  the  c 
sens  of  of  the  asid  Territory. 

Mr«  Rna«LB6)  from  the  Committee  of  Clan 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  San 
Walker,  the  petition  of  Joseph  L.  Duttcm,  s 
also  the  petition  of  John  Martin  and  others, 
ported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Walker,  t 
others.  The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  i 
ond  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  ot 
motion  of  the  10th  instant,  for  instTucting 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  fixing  certain  U^ 
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na^  and  of  erecting  a  lighthouse  at  Fort  Dela- 
nre.  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resmaed  the  consideration  of  the 
rrport  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the 
peBiira  of  William  Thornton ;  and,  in  concur- 
ysKt  therewith,  resolred  that  the  prayer  of  the 
Atttkmer  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  repon  of  the  Commitcee  of  Claims,  un- 
^TonUe  Co  the  petition  of  Archibald  McNeill, 
wu  ^isea  up,  wheO)  Mr.  Maooh  having  moved' 
*t*  r^eeommit  the  report — it  was,  on  motion-,  laid 
^JOlbebid. 

Mr.  YiH  Dtkb,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Pu^  Ltnds,  to  whom  the  subject  had  been  re- 
'Vmd  bf  resolution^  made  a  report  adverse  to  the 
r2p$<di»cy  of  modifying  the  act  granting  a  tract 
Li  laad  to  Wiiiiam  Conner,  his  wife  and  children, 
F{  35  to  vest  the  fee  simple  in  Conner  himself; 
Hi!  tJie  r^rt  was  read. 

Tike  jomt  resolution,  introduced  by  Mr.  Tay- 
uK  cf  Virgiaia,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
I'snitdtion.  received  its  second  reading ;  and, 
«  sodon  of  Bfr.  Barbour,  it  was  ordered  to  be 
"^imd  to  a  select  committee. 

Tm  W  granting  to  the  Slate  of  Alabama  the 
i^at  of  pre^^emption  to  certain  quarter  sections  of 
lai^.  VIS  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
^l  mritled  "An  act  to  enable  the  proprietors  of 
b^  hdd  by  titles  derived  from  the  United 
fotf^  to  obtain  copies  of  papers  from  the  pro^ 
pc  <?fufmenc,  and  to  declare  the  effect  of  such 
^;.f5."it  having  been  previously  read  a  third 
^sv :  and  reaolvra  that  tnie  bill  pass. 

Ti€  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  continue  the  pre- 
tax mode  of  supplving  the  Army  of  the  United 
^ie.'  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

IMPRI80NHENT  FOR  DfiBT. 

i'se  Senate  TeBumed  the  consideration  of  (he 
^^  :o  abolish  imprisonmenc  for  debt,  and  the 
KL-c^iamts  offered  thereto,  by  Mr.  Van  Borbn. 

Tkeve  aacodiiieats,  as  before  stated,  embraee  a 
"•  iTjEtf  «f  pTOTisions,  which  are^  substantially,  the 
''L'lm^:  lat.  They  mate  the  act  prospective, 
K>  u  act  to  interfere  vnth  the  remedies  of  the  par- 
•e  Gpon  exiatii^  contracts.  2.  They  except  from* 
V  excmptioa  aeeored  by  the  act,  all  eases  of  mo^ 
hf\-.  received-  by  public  officers,  and,  generally, 
iii  riaes  of  moneys  receiTed  by  persons  acting  in 
I'tfRseatalive  charaecer.  They  also  except  all 
«is  of  actmn  broaght  for  torts.  3d.  In  the  ex- 
'yb^  eases  the  amendments  provide^  that  if  it 
"^3  be  made  to  appear  to  the  court,  that  the 
'■"^  for  vrhiefa  the  suit  is  brought  was  either 
r'Tre^y  iecatved>  or  *  fraudulently  withheld,  the 
Mesdant  alriill  be  subject  to  actual  imprisonment, 
*:i:i(mt  the  privileges  of  the  j|ail  now  allowed, 
sfe'/i  tbedeto  be  paS,  or  the  defendant  disebarged 
'^^  ^  eoarsa  of  law.  4th.  They  authorize  arrest 
-*^  titil  when  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  that 
Ivreis  reason  to  believe  that  the  defendant  is 
^y^n  to  depart  from  the  United  States. 

Mr.  JoBvaoN,  of  Kentucky,  rose  and  addressed 
>«-  Senate  about  two  hout«  on  the  general  mer- 

■  ^  the  measure  he  had  proposed  by  this  bill. 


Before  Mr.  J.  had  concluded  his  remarks,  he  gave 
way  for  a  motion  for  adjournment ;  and  some 
time  after  3  oVlock,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Weon£8day,  January  15. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  petition*' 
of  Edward  Evat,  of  Baltimore,  praying  compen^ 
sation  for  a  house  consumed  by  fire,  in  the  year 
1815,  while  occupied  by  a  detachment  of  United ' 
States'  troops.    The  petition  was  read  and  re^ 
ferred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  communicated  to  the 
Senate  the  preamble  and  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  [published  at  large, 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Representa* 
lives,]  approving  the  general  policy  of  the  Federal 
Government,  in  relation  to  the  defences  of  the 
nation,  the  increase  of  the  Navy,  dbc.  The  reso- 
lutions were  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  EtNO,  of  New  York,  presented  the  petition " 
of  Eleanor  Lawrence,  of  New  York,  praying  in>- 
demnity  for  injury  sustained  in  consequence  of ' 
the  ocenpation  of  her  farm  by  the  troops  of  the  • 
United  Sthles,  and  the  erection  thereon  or  military' 
works,  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain.    The 
petition  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the- 
Senate. 

Mr.  LowRi£,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whieh  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
to  make  perpetual  an  act  passed  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1817,  entitled  'An  act  to  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  further  to  provide  for  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,' 
passed  3d  day  of  March,  1815,  and  for  other  pur^ 
poses,"  reported  the  same,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  LowRiE,  from  tne  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  further  to  regulate 
the  entry  of  merchandise  imported  into  the  United 
States  from  any  adjacent  territory,"  reported  the 
same,  with  an  amendment;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  RuGOLCs,  from  the  Cominittee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Henry  P. 
VRlteox,  administrator  on  the  estate  of  Joseph 
Willcox,  deceased,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Will- 
cox ;  and  the  report  and  bill  were  read,  and  the 
bill  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Chandler  presented  the  petition  of  Sfim** 
uel  Odlin,  of  Lubec,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  stat- 
ing that  he  had  made  a  contract  with  Lewis  F. 
DelesdernieTj  late  Collector  of  the  Port  of  Passa- 
maquoddy.  for  a  certain  parcel  of  land,  which  he 
had  paid  lor  and  improved,  without  receiving  a 
title  therefor;  which  said  land  has  been  attached 
by,  and  since  set  off  to,  the  United  States,  as  De- 
lesdernieHs  property.  The  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  which 
was  referred  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  10th 
instant,  instructing  said  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  amending  the  act  granting  a 
tract  of  land  to  William  Conner  and  wife,  and  to 
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^eir  children ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  re- 

;«olved,  that  it  is  not  expedient  to  amend  the  said 

-act  of  Congress  in  the  manner  contemplated  in 

the  before  mentioned  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of 

the  10th  of  January,  1823. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  appointment 
•  of  a  select  committee,  for  the  reference  of  Mr. 
Taylor's  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion; and  Messrs.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  King,  of 
New  York,  Macon,  Diceerson,  and  Smith,  of 
South  Carolina,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  resolution  offered  yes- 
terday by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  proposing 
an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the 
act  establishing  a  Territorial  go Fernment  iu  Flor- 
ida, as  better  to  secure  the  rights  of  the  people 
thereof. 

In  submitting  this  resolution  yesterday,  Mr.  J. 
*obser7ed,  that  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  had 
•been  instructed,  a  few  days  aeo,  at  his  instance, 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  modifying  the  act 
"of  the  last  session,  providing  for  the  establishment 
of  a  Territorial  sorernment  in  Florida,  so  as  to 
grant  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  in  certain  cases;  but  he  had 
since  been  apprized  of  the  necessity  of  several  ma- 
terial amendments  to  the  said  act,  in  relation  to 
other  subjects.  With  the  view,  therefore,  of  re- 
ferring them  generally  to  the  committee,  he  had 
offered  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  certain  British 
colonial  ports,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Walker,  and 
others,  was  read  the  second  time. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  abolish  im- 
prisonment for  debt,  under  process  from  the  United 
States  courts. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  concluded  the  speedi 
he  commenced  yesterday  in  support  of  the  general 
principle  of  the  bill,  and  on  the  amendments  of- 
rered  thereto.  His  remarks  are  given  in  fuU^  as 
follows : 

It  is  easier  (said  Mr.  Johnson)  to  convince  my 
own  mind  of  the  impropriety  of  abolishing  im- 
prisonment for  debt,  I  fear,  than  by  communicat- 
inj^  my  views  to  carry  conviction  to  the  bosoms 
ofothers.  I  am  conscious  that  public  speaking  is 
not  my  forte;  but,  on  this  important  subject,  it 
has  become  my  duty  to  present  to  the  Senate  my 
sentiments. 

The  power  of  a  creditor  to  imprison  his  debtor 
is  the  only  case  in  the  United  States  where,  among 
freemen,  one  citizen  has  legal  authorit^r  to  deprive 
his  co-equal  fellow-citizen,  at  discretion,  of  the 
right  of  personal  liberty.  It  constitutes  an  awful 
exception,  both  in  our  civil  and  criminal  code, 
which,  in  my  humble  opinion,  is  repugnant  to  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution.  In  the  case  of  minors, 
it  is  true,  the  parent  has  a  limited  control  over  his 
child,  the  guardian  over  his  ward,  and  the  master 
over  his  apprentice;  but  this  power  is  necessarily 


given  only  on  account  of  the  minority  of  t 
subject. 

When  the  years  of  infanc)i  are  past,  and  m 
attains  to  the  age  of  freedom,  our  law.s  regard  1 
personal  liberty  too  sacred  to  be  annihilate  by  I 
own  voluntary  act.  If  a  man,  by  solemn  contra 
binds  himself  to  serve  another,  even  if  the  rew^ 
of  that  service  is  paid  at  its  commencement,  t{ 
contract  is  void  in  law,  and  cannot  be  enforc^ 
A  failure  to  perform  the  service  will  only  subj< 
the  person  to  the  payment  in  money  of  the  amou 
of  damages  incurred ;  but  the  power  does  not  ei 
to  deprive  him  of  his  freedom,  nor  to  extort 
personal  service  without  his  own  consent.  P 
sonal  liberty  is  not  permitted  to  enter  into  the  c 
templation  of  either  party,  as  any  part  of  the  c 
sideration  for  the  fulnlment  of  the  contract,  or 

Eenalty  for  its  violation.  You  must  confide  in 
onor,  or  look  to  his  effects  for  relief  if  he 
ceives  you.  An  action  for  damages  alone  can 
sustained ;  for.  however  stronji^  your  claim  may 
to  his  personal  service,  the  principle  is  deemed 
dangerous  to  be  tolerated  in  a  free  government, 
permit  a  man,  for  any  pecuniary  consideration, 
dispose  of  the  liberty  of  his  equal.  But,  in  ca 
of  debt,  our  present  law,  regardless  of  the  honej 
or  the  misfortunes  of  the  debtor^  gives  to  the  cr 
itor  this  sovereign  power  over  his  person — a  poi 
too  sacred  to  be  abridged  by  his  own  act,  to  loi 
him  in  prison  at  discretion.  You  vest  the  cr 
tor  with  the  prerogative  of  Heaven,  without  i 
parting  to  him  its  attributes  of  righteousness 
mercy;  the  power  to  execute  ven^^nce  wh 
there  is  no  crime,  and  to  inflict  punishment  wi 
out  trial  or  proof  of  guilt. 

Let  us  examine  whether  there  is  any  solid  fo 
dation  on  which  this  barbarous  practice,  this  a: 
maly  in  our  laws,  can  find  support.   I  will  ad  va 
it,  as  an  incontrovertible  principle,  that  povert 
no  crime ;  nor  is  a  failure  to  fulfil  a  pecuniary 
gagement,  when  prevented  by  misfortune,  in 
degree  associated  with  guilt.    The  victim  of 
ury  is  a  proper  object  of  sympathy  and  bene 
lence.    If  there  is  a  spark  or  divinity  remaining 
fallen  man,  it  inspires  this  sentiment,  and  the  r 
elation  of  God's  will  to  his  creature  confirms 
A  striking  illustration  of  this  is  given  us  in 
miraculous  interference  of  Heaven  on  behalf  oi 
poor  widow,  recorded  in  the  Old  Testament, 
husband  had  been  a  righteous  man,  though 
daced  to  insolvency.    After  his  death  an  u 
lenting  creditor,  like  those  for  whose  malic 
pleasure  this  law  exists,  was  threatening  to 
her  two  sons  into  bondage  to  pay  the  debt  of  t 
deceased  father.    She  cried  to  a  prophet  for 
vice.    Moved  with  divine  compassion  he  rais 
cry  to  Heaven  in  her  behalf,  and  the  Amighty 
terposed,  by  increasing  her  only  remaining  st 
a  solitary  cruse  of  oil,  into  an  abundance  equa 
the  relief  which  her  necessity  demanded, 
poverty  been  a  crime,  in  the  sight  of  God, 
would  not  have  been  rescued  from  its  consequH 
by  a  miracle.  | 

Riches  carry  influence  into  every  soci^ 
Wealth  is  power.  But  analyze  merit^  and  i{ 
found  to  consist  in  virtue,  in  honor,  m  benf^ 
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tcDce.  It  is  a  fundamental  principle  in  our  insti- 
lotions,  and  a  uniform  sentiment  in  social  life, 
that  the  worth  of  erery  man  depends  alone  on  his 
mental  endowments  and  his  moral  qualities ;  and 
[  believe  there  never  has  been  a  criminal  code, 
ather  in  ancient  or  modern  times,  which  denounced 
poverty  as  a  crime.  There  exists,  in  most  com- 
manities,  a  pride  of  property,  under  the  influence 
jf  which  the  rich  will  refuse  to  associate  with  the 
indigent,  and  even  imbibe  sentiments  of  superior- 
ity oTer  the  laboring  class  of  society.  This  spirit, 
thank  Hearen,  is  less  predominant  in  the  United 
States  than  in  any  other  r^ion  of  the  cirilized 
world;  but  even  here  it  is  not  utteriy  exploded; 
yet  this  yain,  this  domineering,  this  purse-proud 
sjHjit,  among  the  few  creatures  who  possess  it,  has 
Derer  dared  to  stigmatize  poverty  or  misfortune 
vith  the  imputation  of  guilt.  Even  Draco,  in  bis 
bkwdy  code,  with  all  his  ea^mess  in  search  of 
erime,  that  he  might  punish  it  with  death,  never 
tntroduced  poverty  into  his  black  catalogue.  But 
bere  we  punish  fraud  and  misfortune  indiscrimi- 
ntely.  Our  laws  make  no  distinction  between 
the  honest  and  the  dishonest  debtor. 

The  honest  victim  of  disappointment,  when  all 
his  fair  prospects  are  blasted  by  the  unforeseen 
accident,  which  rends  from  him  in  a  moment  the 
honest  gains  of  many  industrious  years,  must,  at 
this  nnpropitions  moment,  be  torn  from  the  em- 
hnces  of  his  family,  and  draffged  to  the  felon's 
den,  where  nothing  but  a  wall  of  stone  or  brick 
separates  him  from  the  murderer.  His  poverty  is 
made  a  crime  of  so  deep  a  hue,  as  to  transcend  the 
pardoning  power  of  the  Government ;  and  neither 
the  teare  ot  his  wife  nor  the  cries  of  his  helpless 
children  can  restore  him  to  them,  nor  his  industry 
to  their  support,  till  the  vengeance  of  an  incensed 
creditor  shall  be  satiated. 

It  will  not  be  denied  that  imprisonment  is  a 
panisbmenl^  and  what  is  the  language  of  the  law 
vheo  applied  to  the  criminal  ccwe  ?  It  is  better 
for  ten  guilty  men  to  escape  than  for  one  innocent 
person  to  sofTer.  This  doctrine  of  mercy  is  ex- 
tended in  these  enlightened  days,  and  the  senti- 
ment is  oniveisally  approbated,  that  it  is  better  for 
pinety-nine  guilty  persons  to  escape  than  that  one 
innocent  person  should  be  punished ;  but,  in  the 
aril  code,  these  humane  maxims  are  most  cruelly 
violated  by  vesting  in  the  creditor  a  discretionary 
power  over  the  bc^v  of  the  debtor,  without  proof, 
or  even  a  charge  of  fraud  or  dishonesty.  My  ob- 
ject is  to  protect  the  innocent  and  punish  the 
S^ty ;  and,  to  effect  both  of  these  purposes,  guilt 
QDst  be  made  manifest  by  conviction  on  an  im- 
ptriial  trial,  and  not  presumed  against  every  ap- 
pearance of  fact.  As  the  law  now  exists,  guilt  is 
presumed,  but  not  proven ;  and  though  we  admit 
the  fact  that  a  debtor  may  be  suilty  of  fraud  by 
concealment,  or  conveyance  of  property  without 
t  raloable  consideration,  we  do  also  Know  that  he 
^^  be  unfortunate,  and  yet  honest. 

We  have  not  yet  read  of  a  monster  so  bold  in 
croeity,  and  so  regardless  of  the  esteem  of  man- 
Und,  as  to  avow  the  disposition  to  punish  inno- 
ceoce.  Caligula,  and  even  Nero,  professed  to 
punish  guilt  alone.    Though  without  trial,  and 


without  proof,  they  sacrificed  their  subjects,  yet 
they  pretended  to  have  the  secret  knowledge  of 
some  crime  to  justifv  their  cruelty.  But  an  appeal 
to  facts  will  prove  tnat  inability  to  meet  pecunmry 
engagements  does  not  furniik  prima  facie  evidence 
of  fraud.  It  may  be  received  as  the  evidence  of 
misfortune — of  the  want  of  foresight,  or  of  indis^ 
cretion :  but  our  present  system  resards  it  in  the- 
light  of  conviction  of  fraud,  and  deBvers  over  the 
bodj  to  the  arbitrary  decision  of  the  creditor. 
This  is  the  essence  of  tyranny.  It  is  a  violent 
outrage  upon  the  humane  maxim  of  the  law, 
which  presumes  every  person  innocent  till  his 

guUt  is  established  upon  certain  evidence ;  and  we 
a  ve  a  grievous  sin  to  answer  for,  in  permitting  a 
principle  so  sacred  to  be  thus  violated. 

But,  it  is  said,  that  no  honorable  man  will  abuse 
this  power.  If  this  were  the  fact,  and  if  all  men 
were  truly  honorable,  my  feeble  efforts  to-day 
would  be  worse  than  useless.  But,  sad  experience 
tells  us,  that  even  honorable  men,  so  called,  when 
lured  by  the  love  of  wealth,  and  made  judges  in 
their  own  cause,  are  not  always  entitled  to  confi- 
dence. Saul  of  Tarsus,  when  blinded  by  bigotry, 
though  a  learned,  and  doubtless  an  honorable  man, . 
verily  thought  he  did  God  service  in  persecuting 
the  saints.  But,  admit  that  no  honorable  man 
will  misuse  this  power,  are  all  creditors  honorable  ? 
They  are  not ;  and  we  arm  the  dishonorable  with 
the  tyrant's  rod,  to  scourge  the  innocent. 

MiUenial  days  have  not  yet  commenced.  Satan  ^ 
is  not  yet  bound,  and  man  is  not  restored  to  his 
pristine  purity.  The  history  of  the  world  shows 
us,  that  depraved  man,  savage  or  civilized,  is  the 
same  in  every  country,  and  in  every  age,  when 
placed  under  the  same  circumstances;  and  that 
arbitrarv  power  cannot  be  safely  confided  to  any 
human  l>eing.  He  will  abuse  it.  For  this  reason, 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has  wisely 
imposed  limitations  upon  the  powers  of  Congress. 
We  cannot  abridge  the  freedom  of  speech,  noc 
restrict  the  rights  of  conscience.  Why  this  limi- 
tation upon  our  power?  Because  it  is  liable  to 
abuse.  The  wisdom  and  virtue  of  the  whole  na- 
tion concentrated,  are  not  sufficient  to  guard 
against  the  misuse  of  power  without  restriction ; 
and  it  should  never  be  imparted  unless  indispen- 
sable. Necessity  requires  that  powers,  and  trans- 
cendent too,  should  be  vested  in  the  Government; 
but  they  should  be  confined  to  the  Government; 
and  not  transferred  to  citizens  in  their  individual 
character. 

It  is  far  from  my  desire  to  limit  the  power  of 
the  creditor  over  the  property  of  his  debtor.  It  is 
the  sacred  duty  of  Government  to  protect  every 
individual  in  the  quiet  and  absolute  enjoyment  of 
his  honest  acquisitions ;  and  it  is  perfectly  clear, 
in  my  mind,  that  our  laws  should  recognise  an 
interest  of  the  creditor  in  the  possessions  of  his 
debtor.  If,  in  case  of  debt,  the  remedy  against 
the  property  is  too  limited,  let  it  be  extended; 
give  it  tne  greatest  latitude;  but  confine  its  opera- 
tion to  that  object,  and  do  not  carry  it  to  personal 
liberty.  I  believe  the  power  of  attachment  againfit 
property  is  already  complete,  with  but  few  exc^ 
tions ;  and  if  the  system  can  be  perfected,  let  it  be 
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dooe.  The  whole  property  of  the  dditor  is  sob- 
ject  to  execution,  except  the  tools  of  the  mechanic, 
the  Qtensiis  of  tne  fanner,  and  perhaps,  in  some 
instances,  a  bed  for  the  wife  and  children  to  lie 
down  and  mourn,  when  all  their  other  dependence 
is  gone,  and  the  prison  doors  are  barred  upon  the 
hosband  and  the  father.  In  one  or  two  of  the 
States,  the  real  property  is  also  shielded  from  ex- 
ecution;  but  there  are  rery  few  exceptions  to  the 
general  rule. 

In  case  of  fraud,  the  creditor  has  his  remedy  at 
common  law  or  in  chancerr,  and  where  the  fact 
can  be  estaUished  of  fraudulent  concealment  or 
oonveyance,  such  property  is  made  liable  to  exe- 
cution and  sale.  If  modem  experience  can  sog- 
ffest  an  improremmt  in  the  wisdom  of  ages,  lei 
the  system  be  made  stiU  more  complete.  Take 
the  little  that  is  reserved.  Strip  the  debtor  of 
every  thing  that  can  benefit  the  creditor ;  but  do 
not  take  i&dX  which  will  degrade  the  man,  reduce 
his  wife  to  an  unnatural  widowhood,  the  children 
untimely  orphans,  and  inflict  the  keenest  wound 
upon  the  wnole  family,  without  one  solitary  ad- 
vantage to  the  creditor,  except  the  infernal  pfea- 
sure  of  gratifying  the  most  diabolicid  of  all  hu^ 
man  passions,  the  revenge  of  a- yindictire  spirit. 

Every  person  who  enters  into  a  contract,  con- 
taininff  stipulations  to  be  executed  in  future^  is 
sensible  of  some  hazard  in  the  performan ee.  The 
events  of  futurity  are  beyond  the  power  of  human 
control.  Not  even  the  angds  of  Heaven  can 
govern  events ;  they  are  rescued  to  the  Almighty 
himself,  vi^o  alone  controls  the  destinies  of  the 
Universe,  and  directs  the  affiurs  of  men.  Should 
angels  enter  into  executionary  obligations,  unless 
by  divine  instruction,  they,  as  well  as  feeble  mor- 
tals, might  fail  to  comply  with  their  engagements^ 
Contracts  are  always  reciprocally  voluntary ;  and 
there  is  nodiing  in  their  natuiie  which  can  justify 
cruel  and-  barwous  remedies  for  the  injury  sus^ 
tailed'  by  their  non^fulfikneht. 

The  love  of  money  is  the-  root  of  aU  evil ;  and 
while  we  secure  to  each,  as  far  as  human  fore- 
sight can  secdrej  the*  enjoyment  of  his  wealth,  we 
should  be  careful  not  to  increase  this  love  by  arti- 
ficial stimulants.  Riches  are  the  idol  of  the  world, 
and  ever  havie  beeif ;  and  we  should  rather  seek 
expedients  to  moderate  our  passion  for  wealth, 
than  to  increase  it.  It  is  dangerous  to  society, 
and  ruinous-  to  our  own  souls.  Remember  the 
rich  man.  His  lands  brought  forth  abundantly, 
and  his  profusion  was  his  god.  While  trans^ 
ported  with  all  the  raptures  of  false  devotion, 
holding  a  ddiehtfiil  soliloquy  on  the  future  en- 
joyments which  his  wealth  would  afford,  ''Soul, 
take  thy  fill,  thou  hast  much  treasure  in  store  for 
many  yean,"  the  avVfnl  summons  of  death  ar- 
rested him :  '^  thou  fool,  this  night  shall  thy  soul 
be  required  of  thee,  and  then  whose  shall  these 
things  be?"  His  mJaees  and  his  gardens  were  ex- 
changed for  a  comn  and  a  tomb.  Such  may  be 
the  lot  of  him  who  holds  in*  confinement  his  fel- 
low-man, for  the  love  of  the  same  idol;  and  the 
public  body  that  gives  its  legal  sanction,  may 
share  with  him  the  reward.  The  Gospel  inculcates 
the  sentiment  of  mercy  to  our  debtors,  and  the  dis- 


pensation of  charity  to  tbe  poor.  Our  SaTioitr 
tai^t  his  fbUowers  to  pray  for  mercy  on  no  other 
principle  than  that  of^  dispensing^  it  "  ForgiTe 
us  our  debts  as  we  forgive  our  debtors."  The 
gates  of  Heaven  were  onrolded  to  receive  Laztnis, 
a  poor  mendicant  on  earth,  while  they  werefaaxred 
against  the  rich  man  in  hta  purple  robes,  who  re- 
fused him  the  crumbs  that  fed  from  his  tahle. 
While  these  lessims  of  divine  instiUction  tesch  as 
to  moderate  our  desire  zXmet  wealthy  and  to  extend 
benevolenoe  to  the  indigent^  our  laM  encowtge 
hndness  of  heart  and  avaricious  dispositioDSj  br 
avthdriziog  us  to  pmue  our  detois  witk  uoR' 
lenting  severity.  We  follow  him  with  all  the 
aagry  rigor  of  the  law,  in  hope  to-  make  him  dis- 
gorge some  hidden  treasure ;  but  the  pursuit  is 
unavailing.  Upon  the  honest  and  unfortunate, 
degradation  and  ruin  are  the  only  and  certtin 
consequences ;  but  its  eflfects  on  the  fraadoient  are 
to  produce  perjury  and  corruption,  without  prth 
curing  relief  to  tlie- prosecutor. 

It  is  said,  that  imprisonmedt  for  debt,  under  the 
mild  execution  of  the  law  which  now  preraiLs  is 
a  mere  shadow;  and  it  may  sometimes  coerce  the 
payment  of  debts,  if  it  should  be  continned.  If 
this  is  but  a  shadow,  where  is  the  substance  fled; 
and-  why  does  it  blush  to  appear?  If  the  law  is 
so  barbarous  that  honorable  men  are  tmwiUing  to 
execute  it,  then,  for  the  honor  of  the  countrv,  1  be- 
seech you  blot  it  out  of  your  civil  code,  and  suffer 
it  not  to  exist  for  those  who  are  so  lost  to  honor. 
as  to  make  it  their  resort.  %t  the  history  of  its 
practice  proves  that  it  is  more  than  a  dead  letter. 
It  is  the  tyrant'^  rod'and  the  poor  maii^s  terror.  la 
cities,  vrhere  the  density  of  popidation  renders  ibe 
evil  more  visible,  their  prisons  are  never  solitity. 
A  ^ood  man  in  adversity  is  purmied  by  a  combi- 
nation of  creditors,  each  vrith  a  separate  demand, 
to  procrastinate  the  period  when  he  hopes  to  re- 1 
lieve  himself  from  a  loathsome  prison  by  the  oolf 
legal  resort,  a  degrading  oath.  As  soon  as  one 
creditor  has  finished  his  course  of  proeeeution,  ao* 
other  commences,  and  thus  he  is  continually  ba^ 
asaed^  till  his  spirits  are  broken ;  his  cr^t  destroy- 
ed ;  his  prospects  blasted ;  his  moral  influence  suak; 
and  freqaeikly  he  is  compiled  to  rtandon  the  so- 
ciety of  his  dearest  friends,  where  he  might  bare 
survived  his  misfortunes,  but  for  thb  legalized 
cruelty  of  which  he  is  made  the  Tsctim. 

The  object  of  Oovernment  is  to-aecure  us  in  tbd 
enjoyment  of  our  riff hts,  and  to  guard  them  agaip^ 
every  violation,  umess  forfeit^  by  crime.  Life, 
liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness,  are  iDaiien*' 
able.  In  what  manner  is  the  personal  lifaertv  of 
the  citizen  shielded  by  the  Constitution  1  The 
writ  of  hxixm  corpit  cannot  be  suspended,  tmled 
in  times  of  civil  war  or  foreiffa  invasion,  the  pobj 
lie  safety  may  require  it  Every  freeman  is  sej 
cured  in  bis  person,  his  house,  his  papers;  and  effectsJ 
against  tmreasonable  searches  and  seixure?.  No 
person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital,  ofl 
other  infamous  crime,  unless  on  the  presoitmed 
or  indictment  of  a  grand  jury,  except  cases  arisind 
in  the  land  and  naval  forces.  No  man  shall  M 
ccnnpelled  to  testify  against  himself.  The  accused 
shall  enjoy  the  right  of  a  speedy  and  public  trial 
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bf  an  imputial  yuf — ^to  be  informed  of  the  natofe 
of  the  accDstUoii— to  be  confronted  with  his  aeca- 
sers—to  have  compabory  process  to  obtain  his 
wicnesses,  and  to  hare  counsel  for  his  defence. 
These  are  some  of  the  principles  contained  in  the 
CoDstitatioD,  to  shield  personal  liberty  from  en- 
croachmeDt.  fiat,  in  the  ease  of  imprisonment  for 
debt,  where  no  discrimination  is  nurae  betweeft  in* 
Bocence  and  gsilt,  they  are  all  abandoned ;  and 
the  political  maxims  contained  in  the  Declaration 
of  hidependiBnce  are  set  at  naught.  The  feelings 
of  homanitv  are  outraged — innooenee  is  punished 
—the  moral  law  disregarded^^tfae  precepts  of  the 
Gospel  pat  at  defiance ;  ail  this  you  do*  to  obtain  the 
pound  of  flesh  nearest  the  heart  of  the  unfortnaate 
debtor. 

It  is  said  that  imprisonment  for  debt  is  not  a 
pQDishmeat,  but  a  means  to  reach  some  hidden  trea- 
sure. These  means  are  resorted  to  without  even 
prestnnptire  evidence  as  to  existence  of  this  hidden 
tressare ;  not  e^en  the  form  of  a  trial  is  necessary. 
The  will  of  the  party  is  sufficietit ;  and,  in  nise 
cases  out  of  tea,  the  cau  sa.  is  issued  where  the  pre- 
sumptioD  of  innoeence  is  in  favor  of  the  dcMor. 
We  fint  punish  and  then  inquire  into  the  guilt  of 
thepraoner. 

la  Fnnce  such  was  the  practice,  when  t)bnoxi- 
ous  persons  were  arrested  nv  letters  d4  caci^  and 
for  years  consigned  to  the  Bastile.  The  Spanish 
iflqutsitioB  wed  the  torture,  not  as  a  punishmenl, 
but  as  a  means  ta  extort  confessions  of  ^uilt  from 
suferine  innocence.  Suspicions  of  political  or  re- 
ligioQs  heresy  constituted  the  offence.  We  shall 
discorer  the  character  of  these  means  by  reading 
the  history  of  John-  Caustos,  whose  lil&bs  were 
mangled  with  chains,  and  whose  joints  were  di»- 
loGited  bj  the  torture  of  the  inquisition,  for  the 
pvpose  or  extracting  confessions  of  guilt  which 
kd  so  eiistence. 

It  is  oar  duty  to  examine  into  the  constttuent 
priDcipies  of  national  strength,  and  to  cherish  and 
preserve  them,  lyo  they  consbt  in  numbers,  in 
riches,  in  the  salubrity  of  the  climate  and  richness 
of  the  soil,  in  commerce,  in  manufactures,  io  ag- 
neoitare,  in  internal  improvements  ?  These  com* 
}os^  ooly  a  part  of  the  elementary  principles  of 
national  power.  In  addition  to  theM  there  is  a 
i&oral  power  which  ismore  important  to  preserve ; 
and  without  which  Greece  could  not  hate  repul- 
^  their  Peisian  invaders — Rome  could  not  have 
eooqaered  the  world ;  and  the  United  States  conld 
Qot  hare  sustained  their  independence  against  a  foe 
^powerful.  This  moral  power,  which  is  so  im* 
P<^t  to  the  prosperity  of  every  nation,  consists 
^  the  love  of  libertv--devotion'  to  country — in 
^igh-miaded,  honoraoie,  gallant,  magnanimous, 
ud  yirtoous  feelings.  Nothing  selfish  or  sordid — 
Qoihing  avaricious  or  efieminate. 

I'd  preserve  this  moral  power  in  its  greatest 
potity  and  vi^r,  every  citizen  should  be  secured 
•a  the  porsmt  of  happiness,  and  protected  from 
violence.  He  should  never  be  degraded  unless  he 
^  been  guilty  of  crime.  Equality  of  rights 
iHould  be  preserved ;  the  law  should  carefully 
iToid  giving  one  citizen  a  control  over  the  per- 
5«ttl  liberty  of  another. 


£ven  in  criminal  prosecutions,  no  freeman  can 
be  arrested  for  a  moment,  unless  the  accusation  is 
supported  by  the  oath  of  a  competent  witness^ 
dining  the  crime  and  describing  the  person. 
Self-preservation  and  the  most  obvious  dictates  of 
reason,  point  out  this  course.  In  case  of  guilt, 
you  operate  upon  the  person,  and  not  the  property 
of  the  criminal.  Corporal  punishment  alone  can: 
satisfy  the  violated  law.  In  these  cases  the  ac- 
cused has  a  right  to  bail,  except  in  capital  offences ; 
and  even  then  it  is  allowed,  unless  the  guilt  is 
made  manifest  or  the  jNresumption  strong.  But 
how  is  it  with  the  poor  debtor,  when  punished  by 
imprisonment?  You  do  not  require  the  oath  of 
the  party,  that  he  has  good  ground  to  believe  there 
has  been  a  fraudulent  concealment  or  conveyance 
of  property ;  but,  in  the  first  instance,  the' creditor 
may  issue  his  ca.  sa. — and  confine  nis  debtor  in 
jail  in  the  same  manner  as  if  he  had  been  regu- 
larly arrested,  tried,  and  convicted  of  crime  by  an 
impartial  jury.  If  the  debtor  be  innocent  you  can 
never  recall  the  punishment ;  nor  has  he  any  re- 
dress for  such  barbarity. 

The  creditor  may  derive  satisfaction  from  the 
hope  of  expecting  payment  from  the  friends  and 
relations  or  the  unhappy  sufferer.  In  this  way 
you  seal  his  destruction,  and  reduce  his  family  to 
extreme  misery.  Stimulated  by  a  vain  hope,  and 
entertainii^f^  a  suspicion,  the  offspring  of  avarice, 
the  unrelenting  creditor  pursues  his  victim  already 
reduced  to  want  and  wretchedness. 

The  legitimate  fund,  for  the  payment  of  debt& 
is  compoMd  of  the  real  and  personal  property  of 
the  debtor.  Both  are  visible  and  tangible.  The 
real  cannot  be  removed ;  and  the  personal  propertv 
is  subject  to  execution  wherever  it  can  be  found* 
But  this  does  not  satisfy  the  law.  The  body  must 
also  be  subject  to  execution,  although  the  impris- 
onment of  the  body  pays  no  part  ofthe  debt. 

I  would  say,  fraud  deserves  punishment ;  but 
the  prosecution  should  be  based  upon  the  oath  of 
the  party  who  makes  accusation.  And  instead  of 
presuming  guilt,  requires  its  manifestation  by  an- 
impartial  jury.  Then  the  punishment  would  be 
inflicted  as  a  violation  of  the  penal' code. 

When  the  character  of  the  debtor  is  converted 
into  that  of  the  criminal,  then  it  would  be  legiti- 
mate and  proper  to  demand  bail  to  compel  his 
appearance ;  because  the  vengeance  of  the  law  is 
to  operate  upon  the  person  of  the  individual,  if 
convicted  ofguilt. 

To  permit  an  unfortunate  debtor  to  be  confined 
in  prison  is  immoral  and  criminal  in  the  Govern- 
ment. The  remedy  provided  by  law  for  the  cred- 
itor against  the  property  ofthe  debtor  is  complete — 
if  defective,  make  it  perfect.  To  clothe  the  cred- 
itor with  the  transcendent  and  despotic  power  of 
imprisonment,  without  even  the  allegation  of  fraud, 
is  a  monstrous  usurpation  on  the  part  of  the  Govt 
ernment,  and  violatory  of  the  theory  as  well  as 
the  practice  of  our  political  svstem  in  every  other 
department.  Upon  the  fraudulent  debtor  the  capias 
ad  satisfaciendum,  by  which  the  body  is  arrested, 
has  no  effect,  his  mind  is  not  alarmed  at  the  iron 
doors  of  the  prison ;  his  heart  is  not  torn  to  pieces 
by  wounded  pride  and  virtuous  sensibility.    He 
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will  not  disclose,  but  will  find  means  to  conceal 
his  hidden  treasure,  until  he  relieves  himself  from 
.^nfinement  by  due  course  of  law.  From  such 
men  you  gain  nothing  by  imprisonment;  but  you 
must  resort  to  legal  and  equitable  remedies,  by 
which  concealed  effects,  or  property  fraudulenthr 
transferred  are  made  liable  to  execution  to  satisfy 
the  demand. 

When  you  arrest  the  unfortunate  and  honest 
man,  and  cast  him  into  prison,  his  prospects  are 
blasted,  and  his  hopes  are  withered,  as  the  plants 
and  vegetation  is  destroyed  by  the  influence  of  the 
Bohon  Upas,  the  poisonous  tree  of  Java — the  body 
is  confined ;  but  the  debt  remains,  and  is  hourly 
increasing  in  magnitude — his  future  anticipations 
are  overspread  with  clouds^  his  credit  is  injured, 
his  usefulness  to  society  is  impaired — the  peace  of 
his  family  is  interrupted,  and  while  confined  in 
prison,  he  leaves  behind  him  a  wife  with  weeping 
eyes  and  a  bleeding  heart. 

The  misery  of  which  this  system  is  productive, 
has  been  denied  with  a  boldness  which  excites  as- 
tonishment. To  justify  its  continuance,  and  pre- 
vent its  repeal,  it  has  been  represented  as  purely 
nominal.  When  facts  innumerable,  and  the  ex- 
perience of  every  day,  furnish  conclusive  evidence 
that  it  is  a  source  of  incalculable  distress ;  and 
that  distress,  in  a  majority  of  cases,  falls  with  a 
heavy  hand  upon  those  who  are  entitled  to  our 
commiseration.  In  our  cities,  there  is  not  a  day 
in  which  the  honest  debtor  is  not  taken  into  cus- 
tody. Our  city  prisons  are  never  empty,  and  often 
crowded ;  ana  this  calamity  is  increased  by  the 
reflection,  that  it  is  confined  principally  to  the  la- 
boring poor,  and  those  who,  by  some  honest  call- 
ing, have  supported  themselves  and  enriched  their 
country.  The  cases  of  imprisonment  are  more 
rare  in  the  country.  But,  even  there,  they  fre- 
quently occur.  When  we  behold  the  Hon  in  his 
iron  cage,  surrounded  by  admiring  spectators; 
when  we  see  the  leopard  chained  to  the  pillar — 
reason  justifies  the  salutary  restraint,  and  no  in- 
quiries are  made  into  the  causes  of  the  confine- 
ment. When  we  behold  the  midnight  incendiary, 
the  highway  robber,  or  the  assassin,  in  the  custody 
of  your  law,  humanity  acquiesces  in  the  justice  of 
the  measure.  But  when  we  behold  the  honest 
debtor,  who  has  been  unfortunate,  carried  through 
your  streets  by  an  executive  officer,  as  a  felon, 
and  consigned  to  the  jailer,  his  wife  and  his  chil- 
dren walking  beside  him,  with  melancholy  aspect, 
and  willing  to  share  his  fate,  rather  than  to  be 
separated  from  him,  reason  revolts,  humanity  drops 
a  tear  upon  our  fallen  condition,  and  the  tender 
heart  bleeds  at  the  sad  spectacle.  The  feeling  of 
indignation  becomes  universal,  and  your  laws  are 
pronounced  cruel  and  barbarous.  The  debtor  be- 
comes the  slave  of  the  creditor,  not  to  perform 
manual  labor  in  discharge  of  the  debt,  but  doomed 
to  idleness  in  a  loathsome  jail,  erected  by  contribu- 
tions upon  the  people,  for  the  confinement  of  crim- 
inals. Deprived  of  locomotion — denied  of  the 
comforts  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  most  indigent, 
his  only  work  is  to  notch  down  the  days  of  his  cap- 
tivity, like  the  unfortunate  prisoner  represented  by 
Sterne  in  such  glowing  colors.    That  veneration 


for  the  Constitution  which  should  swell  eroy 
bosom,  is  weakened.  It  is  this  degrading  system 
which  demoralizes  the  honest  man,  and  prepares 
the  desperate  debtor  for  treason,  stratagem,  and 
war. 

If  your  system  had  deprived  him  of  property 
only,  he  would  have  survived  the  wreck  of  mis- 
fortune ;  but  you  not  only  deprive  him  of  his  prop- 
erty, you  also  make  him  a  bankrupt  in  credit,  in 
reputation,  and  in  happiness.  No  man  can  be  free 
whose  personal  liberty,  whose  personal  independ- 
ence, can,  for  a  moment,  be  dispcwed  of  at  the 
will  of  another.  So  long  as  that  shall  be  the  case. 
it  is  in  vain  to  talk  of  liberty ;  for  you  destroy  in 
the  citizen  that  devotion  to  freedom  which  inspired 
that  virtuous  Roman,  who  declared,  that "  a  dav, 
an  hour  of  virtuous  liberty,  was  worth  a  whole 
eternity  of  bondage."  It  was  a  sentiment  whicii 
gave  power  to  Kome.  It  is  a  demonstration  of 
the  moral  ffower  of  that  community.  It  was  in- 
spired by  devotion  to  liberty,  and  is  worthy  the 
character  of  an  American  citizen.  It  is  a  feeling 
that  ought  to  be  cherished  by  every  independent 
nation.  The  preservation  of  personal  independ- 
ence, is  not  incompatible  with  the  most  sacred  r^ 
gard  for  for  the  right  of  property.  Every  wise 
and  just  Government  will  preserve  the  one  and 
the  other.  We  con  tend  onl  y  for  equality  of  rights. 
We  do  not  expect  to  preserve  an  equality  of 
worldly  honors  and  riches.  These  are  the  restilt 
of  moral  and  mental  endowments.  In  no  age  or 
nation  do  we  find  men  endowed  with  equal  talents, 
capacity,  fortitude,  industry,  and  acquirements. 
The  result  of  this  is  the  inequality  of  property  and 
fame ;  and  as  it  arises  from  the  gift  of  Hearen. 
and  our  own  exertions,  no  Government  can 
wisely  or  justly  arrest  our  career,  or  disturb  the 
fruition  of  our  labors.  It  is  our  imperious  doty, 
while  we  guard  these  natural  advantages,  to  be 
careful  how  we  give,  by  artificial  stimulants, 
political  advantages  to  one  class  of  citizens,  over 
another.  It  is  upon  this  great  principle  of  eqoal 
rights,  that  the  Declaration  of  Independence  and 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  are  based. 
They  denounce  privileged  orders~4hey  denounce 
private  monopolies.  It  is  the  reverse  of  this 
system  which  has  been  the  jirolific  fountain  of  so 
much  calamity  to  other  nations,  and  which  has 

firodnced  the  wreck  of  so  much  human  happiness, 
n  the  most  perfect  state  of  society,  thb  world  is 
little  more  than  a  house  of  mourning;  and  iti^ 
our  high  duty  to  alleviate  the  distresses  of  our  own 
people — ^to  smoothe  the  ruffged  path  of  life^-to 
turn  the  sorrows  of  the  unfortunate  into  joy,  and 
to  dissipate  the  clouds  of  adversity. 

Upon  a  careful  examination  of  the  operations  of 
this  tremendous  power  over  personal  lioerty,  I  can 
see  nothing  to  justify  it.  I  can  see  no  salutary 
efiect  to  excuse  this  great  departure  from  our  free 
institutions.  Society  is  not  enriched,  because  the 
victim  is  deprived  or  useful  employment  It  does 
not  extort  from  the  fraudulent  nis  ill-gotten  treas- 
ure, because  he  has  already  put  it  beyond  the 
reach  of  his  creditor.  It  does  not  benefit  the 
creditor,  because,  without  this  rigor,  the  honest 
debtor  will  surrender  his  property.    But  touch  not 
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this  aociem  custom,  is  the  language  of  some. 
The  same  laoguage  was  held  during  the  Reyolu- 
tionary  cooflict  in  relation  to  kingly  government, 
because  il  was  consecrated  by  ages.  Tyrants  and 
despots  had  governed  the  world.  The  same  lan- 
guage might  be  held  in  relation  to  the  holy  in- 
qubition,  which  has  existed  for  centuries  past. 
The  same  language  is  applicable  to  the  Union  of 
Church  aod  State,  which  had  existed  from  the 
darkest  ages  of  antiquity,  whcSi  the  Delphic  Ora- 
cle utler^  its  responses,  to  the  surrounding  na- 
tions. Notwithstanding  this  appeal  to  the  au- 
thority of  antiquity,  there  is  a  total  revolution  in 
these  particulars  except  upon  the  subject  now 
under  discussion. 

We  carry  no  religious  heretics  to  the  stake ;  we 
disfraochise  no  citizen  for  his  religious  tenet^^we 
burn  Qo  witches,  although  we  read  of  them — ^yet 
ve  are  happy  in  the  conviction  that  we  are  as  pow- 
erful ia  tolerating,  in  all  cases,  error  of  opinion 
where  reason  is  left  free  to  combat  it.  I  have  the 
happiness  to  believe  that  we  should  have  no  cause 
of  regret,  if  from  this  day  to  the  end  of  time  no 
freeman  could  be  imprisoned  for  debt  in  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  of  America.  The  human  mind  unfor- 
tunately is  inclined  to  superstition,  fanaticism, 
and  tyranny.  The  early  history  of  this  country 
prores  the  fact ;  and  happy  for  the  human  race 
that  the  general  diffusion  of  knowledge,  the  free- 
dom we  enjoy,  and  the  protection  given  to  each 
indiridual  generally,  stays  the  hand  of  persecu- 
tion, and  deprives  pf  its  terrors  the  spirit  of  des- 
potism. When  the  Saviour  of  men  came  to  break 
down  the  partition  wall  between  the  Jew  and  the 
Gentile,  he  was  reproached  with  having  violated 
the  Sabbath,  when  he  restored  the  blind  man  to 
his  sight,  when  he  gave  life  and  strength  to  the 
withered  hand,  when  he  cured  the  infirm  female, 
and  when  the  palsied  limbs  wer^  restored  by  the 
powers  of  his  word;  but  he  rebuked  his  accusers. 
ind  told  them,  if  their  oxen  or  sheep  were  to  fall 
ioto  a  pit  on  the  Sabbath  day,  they  would  think 
it  no  crime  to  lift  them  out.  There  is  no  part  of 
the  character  of  our  Saviour  more  lovely  and 
laore  worthy  of  imitation  than  that  in  which  he 
nJiered  the  poor  in  distress  and  affliction,  the 
children  of  misfortune.  If  we  who  advocate  this 
measure  believe  that  we  have  this  memorable  ex- 
ample before  us  for  our  imitation  in  giving  relief 
to  unfortunate  debtors,  I  hope  we  may  not  be 
stigmatized  with  an  attempt  to  lessen  the  iesiti- 
mate  fund  of  the  creditor,  but  to  prevent  Shylock 
from  takipg  his  pound  of  flesh,  when,  by  una- 
voidable accident,  the  demand  could  not  be  punc- 
tually discharged. 

It  is  a  fact  notorious  in  the  history  of  all  na- 
tions, that  the  arbitrary  and  uncontrolled  power 
which  has  been  vested  in  the  creditor  has  con- 
v^uised  to  its  centre  almost  every  community ;  and 
tbat  all  nations  have  been  compelled  to  resort  to 
harsh  and  temporary  expedients,  or  to  adopt  some 
P^nnaneDt  system  of  relief,  to  save  them  from 
revolution  and  civil  war;  thus  performing  the 
alutary  operation  of  the  safety-valve  in  regulating 
the  tremendous  power  of  steam.  The  Jews  had 
tbeir  jobilee,  which  restored  to  every  man  his  in- 


heritance ;  and  the  release,  which  existed  every 
seven  years,  when  the  captive  debtor  who  had 
been  sold  into  bondage  was  restored  to  his  liberty. 
At  Athens,  Draco's  code  of  laws  contained  no 
permanent  system  of  relief.  The  criminal  and 
civil  code  were  alike  rigid  and  severe.  The  con- 
sequences were  fatal  to  the  repose  of  that  people. 
The  Republic  was  involved  in  the  most  alarming 
commotions.  The  harmony  of  society  was  to- 
tally destroyed,  and  revolution  was  threatened. 
The  debtors  convened  in  various  parts,  and  de- 
termined by  solemn  resolutions  to  ^ect  a  military 
chieftain  to  lead  them  on  to  their  purpose,  whicn 
was  to  obtain  a  new  division  of  property — ^to  put 
to  death  their  creditors,  and  to  new  model  the 
Qovernment.  The  creditors  had  exercised  to  the 
full  extent  the  powers  which  the  law  had  granted 
for  the  collection  of  their  demands;  the  insolvent 
debtor  was  reduced  to  absolute  slavery,  doomed  to 
the  most  servile  employment,  put  to  the  draught 
like  beasts  of  burden,  in  the  cultivation  of  their 
farms.  The  sons  and  daughters  of  the  debtor 
were  sent  to  foreign  countries,  and  sold  into  slave- 
ry. In  this  crisis,  it  was  doubtful  who  was  most 
powerful  and  likely  to  prevail,  the  rich  creditors 
with  those  who  managea  their  farms  and  worked 
the  mines  of  Attica,  or  the  debtors,  with  those 
who  espoused  their  cause.  In  this  situation,  it 
was  unanimously  agreed  upon  to  have  recotuse 
to  an  amicable  settlement  of  the  difierence ;  and 
Solon^  a  man  of  distinguished  talents,  virtue,  and 
integrity,  was  unanimously  elected.  It  is  very 
evident,  from  the  historv  of  Greece  at  this  mo* 
ment,  that  the  power  of  tne  creditor  over  the  debtor 
was  the  chief  cause  of  this  alarming  condition  of 
the  Commonwealth.  The  very  first  act  of  So- 
lon's administration  was  to  abolish  existing  debts, 
and  totally  to  destroy  the  power  of  the  creditor 
over  the  body  of  his  debtor.  But  he  refused  to 
make  a  new  division  of  property ;  and  every  in- 
dividual was  made  secure  in  the  enjoyment  of  his 
possessions.  Both  parties  submitted  to  these  mea3- 
ures;  and  thus,  by  this  harsh  measure,  Solon 
saved  the  Republic.  A  permanent  system  of  jus- 
tice confining  the  remedy  against  the  property  of 
the  debtor  would  have  saved  the  historian  the 
trouble  of  recording  these  melancholy  scenes. 

In  Rome  we  have  the  same  example.  We  will 
pass  over  the  history  of  that  mighty  nation,  until 
we  come  to  the  expulsion  of  Tarquin  the  Proud, 
when  a  republic  was  substituted  for  kingly  gov- 
ernment. It  was  after  this  period,  and  in  the  best 
days  of  Roman  liberty,  that  the  law  of  the  twelve 
tables  existed,  containing  a  system  of  cruelty,  rel- 
ative  to  debts,  which  is  a  blot  upon  the  human 
character.  After  judjgment  was  obtained,  the 
debtor  was  allowed  thirty  days  of  ^race ;  he  was 
then  committed  to  the  custody  of  his  creditor ;  he 
was  loaded  with  chains,  not  to  exceed  fifteen 
pounds  weight.  In  this  condition  it  was  his  priv- 
ilege to  be  exposed  three  times  in  the  market 
place,  to  ascertain  if  his  friends  or  countrymen 
would  relieve  him.  If  no  friendly  hand  extended 
relief,  at  the  end  of  sixty  days  the  debt  was  dis- 
charged with  the  loss  of  life  or  liberty.  For,  be 
it  remembered,  if  two  or  more  creditors  were  so 


119 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


I2( 


Senate. 


ImpriwnTMfU  far  Debt. 


Jakoarv,  1823J 


unfeeling,  they  had  the  right  to  divide  the  body 
of  the  debtor,  or  to  sell  him  into  foreign  slavery 
beyond  the  Tiber.  This  cruel  proceeding  was  not 
confined  to  the  worthless  vagrant,  the  idle  and 
dissipated,  bat  it  embraeed,  and  actually  operated 
uponj  the  brave  defenders  of  Roman  liberty — 
those  who  had  bmvely  faced  the  foe  in  danger, 
had  repelled  the  foreign  invader^  and  carrfed  aiK)ut 
them  the  honorable  scars  of  their  gallantry.  This 
arbitrary  power,  so  barbarously  exercised,  pro- 
duced toe  most  daiiigerous  convulsions  and  alarm- 
ing disaffection  in  the  Itoman  Commonwealth. 
The  rttin  whieh  threatened  the  very  existence  of 
that  Groverament  whs  so  great  that  they  resorted 
to  the  extraordinary  expedient  of  appointing  a 
dictator.  Who  was  clothed  with  absolute  power  and 
dominion.  The  army  refused  to  meet  the  foes  of 
their  country,  and  the  people,  en  maese,  refused  to 
volunteer  their  services  to  repel  even  invasion 
while  they  saw  a  Roman  citizen  scourged  by  a 
merciless  creditor,  and  his  body  bleeding  from  the 
severity  of  the  punishment.  The  tribunitial  power 
in  Rome  had  the  same  origin ;  it  w^s  the  off- 
spring of  the  despotie  power  which  was  vested  in 
the  creditor.  The  people  demanded  these  officeri$, 
with  power  to  protect  their  personal  independence. 
If  Rome  had  confined  the  power  of  the  creditor 
to  the  property  of  the  debtor,  these  civil  wars  and 
disorders  never  would  have  existed.  Yet,  not- 
withstanding th6  light  of  history,  and  the  warning 
voice  of  experience,  w^  shut  our  eyes,  and  refuse 
to  profit  by  them.  This  savage  custom  existed  in 
Rome  until  it  produced  a  reaction  in  favor  of  the 
debtor.  On©  extreme  is  frequently  produetlve  of 
its  opposite;  for,  when  the  Christian  emperors  as- 
cended the  throne  of  the  Ceesars,  they  established 
a  code  by  which  the  debtor  was  released  forever 
from  the  discharge  of  his  debts,  provided  he  would 
take  an  oath  that  he  had  not  property  suflleient 
to  diachaiige  aU.  It  was  now  no  longer  lawful  to 
seil  the  debtor  for  the  discharge  of  his  debts; 
Christianity  triumphed  over  Pag[antsm,  and  the 
precepts  of  the  Gk>spel  forbade  the  infamous  traffic. 
When  the  creditor  lost  this  {)ower  to  reduce  the 
debtor  to  bondage,  avarice  quickened  into  life  a 
thousand  projects  to  gain  an  equivalent ;  and,  un- 
fortunately ior  mankind,  wealth  triumphed  over 
poverty.  By  the  connivance  of  the  courts^  aiid  by 
the  stratagems  of  creditors,  debtors  were  first  held 
to  bail  upon  presumption  of  fraud  without  proof; 
and  the  oka  was  consummated  by  granting  the 
ca.  ea.  after  judgment,  in  virtue  of  which  the  body 
was  confined  to  close  jail,  and  doomed  to  perpet- 
ual imprisonment.  This  was  the  substitute  for 
the  power  of  selling  the  debtor  and  his  family  into 
slaTery. 

In  Great  Britain,  from  whence  we  have  drawn 
much  of  our  jurisprudence,  this  system  is  still  in 
operation,  without  the  relaxation  of  insolvent  laws, 
except  in  debts  of  small  amount ;  and,  in  that  case, 
the  party  has  the  benefit  of  an  insolvent  law,  uro- 
vided  his  creditors  do  not  resolve  upon  his  confine- 
ment, at  their  own  expense. 

It  must  not  be  omitted  here,  that  the  system  of 
bankruptcy  established  in  Great  Britain,  by  which 
both  the  body  and  the  future  acquisitions  of  the 


narty  are  exempt  from  existing  demands  agains 
nim,  is  confined  to  the  mercantile  class  of  thi 
community.    And-,  while  thousands  are  doomei 
to  perpetual  imprisonment  in  that  island^  which 
in  many  respects,  may  boast  of  its  liberty,  the'par 
tial  relief  given  to  that  nation,  by  this  isystem  o^ 
bankruptcy,  operates  as  the  safety  valve,  and,  to^ 
gether  with  the  strong  arm  of  Government,  pre^ 
vents  disorders  and  ^^pnvulsions  like  those  recorded 
in  Roman  h»tory.    Whenever  the  body  is  takeoJ 
in  Great  Britain,  under  the  ca.  9a.,  it  is  consideretj 
as  the  legal  extinguishment  of  the  debt ;  and  th^ 
only  satisfaction  whieh  the  creditor  ca&  enjoy,  u 
th^  perpetual  confinement  of  the  prisoner,  unles^ 
there  be  a  voluntary  payment  of  thedemand.  Thij 
identical  system  has  been  adopted  in  every  Stat^ 
in  the  Union,  with  some  modification,  embracin< 
a  relaxation  of  the  system,  so  far  as  to  give  to  tb 
pKBrty  the  benefits  of  insolvent  laws,  upon  coDd 
tions  more  or  less  degrading  and  severe,  accord  in 
to  the  policy  of  the  respective  States.     This  is 
concise  history  of  the  origin,  progress,  aiid  presec 
state  of  this  abominable  system.-    It  originated  i 
ag^  of  barbarism,  and  its  cruelty  has  been  refine 
by  avarice,  while  the  condition  of  man  has  bei 
ameliorated  in  every  other  respect  by  the  light  oi 
civiiizaiionv    The  relaxation  of  this  barbarouJ 
system,  in  the  present  age' of  reason  and  philoso^ 
pny,  is  urged  as  an  argument  to  sustain  the  totterj 
mg  fabric,  and  to  prolong  its  existence.    When 
Mary,  the  sanguinary  queen  of  England,  depriveej 
her  unforcunate  subjectsof  the  rights  of  consciencej 
and  consigned  them  to  the  devouring  flames  a^ 
heretics,  many  of  whom  were  distingoished  foi 
true  piety — Cranmer,  Ridley,  and  Rogers— wba 
should  we  think  of  that  argument  wnich  woula 
seek  to  deny  the  perfect  right  of  conecience,  be 
cause,  insteafd  of  tne  file  and  fagot,  the  exercls^ 
of  that  inestimable  privilege  wotidd  only  be  atj 
tended  with  political  disfranehisemeat  or  corpo] 
real  punishment?     With  due  deference  to  tb 
opinions  of  others,  to  me  it  appears  the  argumeo 
Would  be  as  rational  as  for  any  gentleman  to  con 
tend  for  the  present  system  of  imprisonment,  ii 
consequence  of  its  relaxation.   If  the  reiax»tion  o 
the  system  proves  any  thing,  it  is  the  impdic 
and  injustice  of  the  princi^s  it  contains,  an 
furnishes  a  strong  argument  for  its  total  abolition 
Every  change  in  the  system,  whieh  has  lessem 
the  inhumanity  and  injustice  of  the  measure,  is 
demonstration  that  the  sentiment  of  mankind,  i 
the  progress  of  civilisation,  is  in  favor  of  its  en 
tire  anilihila^n.  * 

Governor  Plumer,  of  New  Hampshire,  Govern^ 
Robertson,  of  Louisiana,  Grovernor  Adair,  of  Ken] 
tuoky,  and  Governor  Wilson^  of 'South' Carolina 
have  all  recommended  to  their  respective  States 
to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt ;  and)  in  the  bold 
and  patriotic  language  of  disttnguished  freemeoJ 
have  denounced  the  practice  as  sanguinary  and  a.i 
a  foul  blot  upon  our  national  character.  In  man^ 
parts  of  New  England,  the  prison  bounds  are  ex^ 
tended  to  the  limits  of  the  township  or  county  ii 
which  the  prison  is  located.  The  Legislativ 
Council  of  Michigan  have  extended  the  jail  limi 
to  the  bounds  of  the  county.    Kentucky  has  t 
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tallf  abolished  the  system.  I  UDderetaod  that 
Missoari  and  North  Caroliaa  hare  doae  the  sam^. 
Iq  France,  which  contains  30,000,000  of  inhabi- 
tants, imprisonment  for  debt  has  been  abolished ; 
and  we  have  it  from  undoubted  authority,  that  it 
has  produced  the  most  salutary  effect  upon  the 
prosperity  of  that  nation.  This  odious  system 
was  abolished  by  the  Napoleon  Code;  yet  our 
imaginations  are  haunted  with  the  dreadful  con- 
sequences  of  its  abandonment.  Destroy  this  sys- 
teiDf  and  the  pound  of  flesh  cannot  be  Jemanded. 
We  are  taught  to  believe  it  more  difficult  for  a 
camel  to  go  through  the  eye  of  a  needle  than  (or 
a  ricii  man  to  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  Heaven. 
It  is  a  melancholy  truth ;  for  when  our  Saviour 
oiTered  to  the  young  man,  surrounded  with  wealth, 
eterDai  life,  upon  condition  he  would  sell  his 
worldly  estate  and  give  it  to  the  poor,  he  declined 
the  offer,  and  retired  with  a  sorrowful  heart.  Uw 
fortunately  for  the  human  race,  we  place  too  high 
an  estimate  upon  worldly  acquisitions )  and  we 
are  unmindful  of  that  reward  which  is  ofi'ered  to 
the  benevolent  heart,  when  all  nations  shall  be 
gathered  together ;  when  the  Son  of  Man  shall 
come  in  all  his  glory,  and  the  holy  angels  with 
him.  the  langaaj[e  will  be — Come  ye  bleased  of 
my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world ;  for  I  was  an 
hungered,  and  ye  |[ave  me  meat ;  I  was  thirsty, 
and  ye  gave  me  drmk ;  I  was  a  stranger,  and  ye 
took  me  in ;  naked,  and  ye  clothed  me;  1  was  sick, 
and  ye  visited  me ;  I  was  in  prison,  and  ye  came 
unto  me.  I  will  forbear  to  repeat  the  denuncia- 
tion against  those  who  refused  these  charities  of 
Wfi,  nor  dwell  upon  the  doom  of  that  servant  who 
had  been  forgiven  a  debt  of  lO^DOO  talents,  but  tne 
same  day  met  bis  fellow  servant  and  demanded 
tm  pence ;  and,  upon  his  inability  to  poy,  caught 
him  by  the  throat  and  cast  him  into  prison. 

We  flatter  ourselves  that  honorable  men  will 
Boi  use  this  tremendous  power  for  the  purposes  of 
oppression.  We  are  unmindful  of  the  power  of 
gold  upon  the  human  mind,  when  we  derive  con- 
solation from  this  delusive  hope.  Every  traitor  to 
bis  couDtry  is  reduced  from  his  allegiance  by  the 
love  of  money.  Ambitiqn  may  swell  his  bosom ; 
|be  lore  of  power  may  mislead  his  judgment ;  he 
bows  that  wealth  is  the  consequence  of  power ; 
lod  the  enjoyments,  which  he  seeks  may  be  pur- 
chased with  this  wealth.  Judas  Iscariot  is  repre- 
sented to  have  betrayed  his  Lord  and  Master  ixom 
toe  ioflaence  of  thirty  pieces  of  silver.  It  was  the 
lore  of  money  that  corrupted  the  heart  of  Bene- 
dict Arnold,  and  induced  him  to  turn  his  arms 
against  the  bosom  of  his  own  country.  These 
lacts  prore  the  danger  of  vesting  too  much  power 
where  the  object  is  the  accumulation  of  wealth. 
The  rich  have  generally  governed  the  poor,  and 
m  fortunate  have  controlled  the  destinies  of  the 
unfortunate. 
The  improvement  of  the  human  mind  is  slow 
k?^^?  in  its  progress.  We  are  more  inclined 
^L  vtth  evils,  when  suffierable,  than  to  seek 
redress  by  modifications  of  ancient  customs ;  but 
this  is  the  afe  of  investigation.  The  time  has 
come  when  the  inquiry  into  the  propriety  of  this 


measure  will  go  on,  and  the  final  result  cannot  be 
doubtful.  I  will  not  indulge  a  doubt,  for  one  soU- 
tarv  moment,  that  a  sreat  majority  of  the  Senate 
will  yield  an  unqualified  approbation  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  this  bill.  Although  a  great  diversity  of 
sentiment  might  exist  in  regard  to  the  limitations 
and  conditions  upon  which  it  shall  pass,  I  will  not 
anticipate  insuperable  difficulties  in  relation  to 
the  details.  The  principle  is  sacred ;  and  it  will 
not  be  satisfactory  to  the  nation  to  be  told  that 
we  lack  knowledge,  and  wisdom,  and  experience, 
to  put  it  into  efiective  operation.  In  adopting  a 
measure  so  important  to  the  liberty  and  happiness 
of  the  United  States,  the  friends  of  the  nMaaore 
should  prqmre  themselves  to  sacrifice  individual 
views  and  technical  modifications  for  the  purpose 
of  uniting,  as  a  firm  phalanx,  all  those  who  are 
willing  to  support  the  measure.  The  best  course 
to  produce  this  result  is  n  free  investi^tion  of  the 
points  of  4ifierence  as  to  its  modification. 

I  would  submit  a  few  remarks  as  to  the  propri- 
ety of  its  retrospective  operation.  Our  first  doty 
is  to  provide  for  present  distress.  We  are  taught, 
by  high  authority,  to  believe,  that  sufficient  unto 
the  day  is  the  evil  thereof;  and,  in  comparison 
with  this  great  duty  of  providing  for  present  ne- 
cessity, to  let  the  morrow  provide  for  itself.  But, 
if  we  ean  provide  for  present  calamity  and  dis- 
tress, and  can  provide  also  for  the  evils  of  to-mor- 
I  row,  we  shall  discharge  a  double  duty,  and  we 
shall  receive  a  double  reward — ^the  blessing  and 
gratitude  of  the  present  generation,  and  the  plau- 
dits of  "  well  done,"  from  millions  yet  unborn,  be- 
sides the  pleasure  arising  from  the  approbation  of 
a  good  conscience.  The  right  of:  applying  this 
principle  to  existing  contracts  is  not  denied.  It 
nas  been  settled  by  the  highest  judicial  tribunal 
of  the  country,  viz :  the  Supreme  Court  of  (he 
United  States.  It  has  been  decided,  that  to  re- 
lease the  body  of  the  debtor,  in  all  cases,  is  a  meas- 
ure which  affects  the  remedy  alone.  That  it  has 
no  relation  to  or  connexion  with  the  esaence  of 
contracts ;  and,  consequently,  cannot  impair  their 
obligation.  Congress  possesses  not  only  the  right 
to  release  the  body,  but  the  future  acquisitions  of 
the  party  from  existing  demands,  by  the  exercise 
of  a  positive  grant  of  power  to  adopt  an  unifocm 
system  of  bankruptcy ;  but  I  do  not  propose  by 
this  bill  to  lessen  the  property  fund  upon  which 
contracts  rest  for  their  lulmment. 

Policy  and  justice  would  declare  this  inexpe- 
dient, as  a  peimanent  system ;  for  property  and 
confidence  in  the  integrity  of  the  contracting  par- 
ties, constitute  the  only  proper  and  legal  basjs  of 
pecuniary  or  personal  obligation ;  and  the  man 
who  would  enter  into  executory  contracts  under 
the  expectation  that  he  would  have  to  resort  to  the 
imprisonment  of  an  honest  debtor  in  case  of  fail- 
ure, deserves  to  lose  his  debt. 

Although  an  unfortunate  but  honest  debtor, 
after  imprisonment,  is  legally  bound  to  his  credit- 
or ;  yet  it  is  my  opinion  that,  in  morelitv  and  in 
conscience,  he  is  absolved  from  the  obligation, 
where  his  personal  independence  has  been  violated, 
without  the  imputation  of  fraud  or  collusion. 

No  contract  can  divest  the  sovereignty  of  a 
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State  of  its  power  of  modifying  and  changing 
remedies  in  the  administration  of  justice.  And 
every  wise  nation  will  adapt  them  to  the  condi- 
tion and  circumstances  or  the  country.  The 
proposition  to  make  the  measure  prospective  as- 
sumes the  ground  of  immutability  in  the  laws; 
and  3i[et  no  projiosition  is  more  clear  than  the 
propriety  of  their  mutability.  It  is  much  to  be 
regretted  that  our  prejudices  are  so  inveterate, 
that  even  personal  liberty  too  frequently  kicks  the 
beam,  when  property  is  pot  in  the  opposite  scale. 
Naaroan,  the  Syrian  military  chiertaio,  felt  his 
bosom  swell  with  gratitude  towards  the  prophet 
Elisha,  when  he  found  himself  cured  of  the  lep- 
rosy, by  following  his  advice,  in  washing  three 
times  in  Jordan's  stream.  In  his  wonderful  res- 
toration, he  also  acknowledged  that  the  God  of 
Israel  alone  was  worthy  of  adoration,  and  entered 
into  a  solemn  declaration,  that  henceforth  he 
wouM  look  to  him  as  the  only  being  that  regulated 
and  sustained  the  universe ;  but  it  was  his  request 
that  there  should  be  this  exception,  that  when  he 
entered  with  his  royal  master  into  the  house  of 
Rimmon,  he  might  be  permitted  to  bow  to  this 
idol,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  Syrians.  We 
are  taught,  likewise,  by  high  authority,  to  give  up 

Prejudices  in  the  following  language,  "  If  thy  right 
and  offend  thee,  cut  it  on ;  if  thy  right  eye  offend 
thee,  pluck  it  out.''  Time  will  disclose  the  fact, 
whether  we  can  rise  superior  to  this  unmerciful 
system,  which  dooms  the  debtor  to  prison. 

But  it  may  be  emphatically  inquired,  why  this 
subject,  to  which  so  much  importance  has  been 
given  at  this  session,  has  been  neglected  by  our 
predecessors  ?  There  is  a  time  for  all  things,  and 
the  history  of  this  Republic  furnishes  an  answer 
for  this  apparent  omission.  The  war  of  the  Rev- 
olution presents  the  first  crisis  in  which  this  nation 
has  been  involved.  The  object  was  no  less  than 
a  contest  for  self-government.  We  were  engaged 
with  a  most  powerful  enemy,  superior  in  numbers, 
in  riches,  and  the  means  oi  conquest.  We  had 
also  to  encounter  the  dreadful  consequences  of 
civil  war.  We  fought  and  we  conquer«l.  At  the 
close  of  the  Revolution,  we  fondly  expected 
tranquillity  and  peace,  but  we  were  disappointed 
in  that  expectation.  It  was  now  discovered  that 
our  strength  had  been  consolidated,  and  our  Union 
preserved  by  a  moral  power,  which  never  forsakes 
a  community  devoted  to  liberty ;  and  not  by  the 
Articles  of  Confederation.  Notwithstanding  the 
monuments  of  our  victories  and  our  glory,  which 
were  erected  throughout  our  extended  country, 
from  Bunker's  Hill  in  the  North,  to  the  Eutaw 
Springs  in  the  South,  we  found  the  written  bond 
or  our  Union  weakened,  and  compared  to  a  rope 
of  sand.  This  consideration  turn^  the  thoughts 
of  the  nation  to  a  new  constitution,  which  should 
cure  the  defects  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation. 
This  state  of  things  involved  us  in  a  second  crisis 
which  demanded  the  undivided  attention  of  the 
nation.  Our  present  form  of  government  was  the 
result.  The  organization  of  the  various  depart- 
ments under  this  new  constitution,  equally  en- 
frossed  public  attention.  We  had  fought  for  in- 
ependence  and  had  obtained  it;  yet  the  question 


seemed  to  be  pending,  whether  we  could  preserv 
that  freedom  m  the  form  of  a  written  coostituiiot 
by  which  all  power  was  acknowledged  to  be  i 
the  hands  of  tne  people.  Before  we  had  calml 
settled  down,  upon  what  we  conceived  to  be  ch 
legitimate  principles  of  this  new  form  of  unioE 
we  were  involved  in  a  quasi  war  with  France 
and  we  were  agitated  by  the  angry  and  vindictiv 
animosities  of  partv.  We  were  again  amuse 
with  the  pro:«pect  or  harmony  at  home  and  peac 
with  all  nations,  when  suddenly  our  political  hoi 
izon  was  obscured  by  foreign  convulsions;  an 
we  were  involved  in  a  contest  of  commercial  r* 
strictions  with  the  belligerent  Powers  of  Europ 
which  terminated  in  a  war  with  Great  Britail 
Through  Divine  Providence  we  sustained  oi 
cause,  and  victory  crowned  our  efforts.  A  secod 
time  we  fought  a  good  fight  and  finished  oi 
course  with  joy. 

During  these  interesting  periods,  it  could  not  I 
expected  that  this  subject  should  have  engagf 
attention.  Since  the  memorable  period  of  the  )a 
war,  we  have  been  wisely  and  beneficially  en 
ployed  in  bringing  down  the  war  to  a  permanei 
peace  establishment. 

Having  finished  this  great  work,  we  have  pu 
feet  leisure  to  attend  to  the  interior  admin  istratic 
of  our  concerns. 

Distracted  by  no  party — blessed  with  peace  ai 
tranquillity — ^now  is  the  accepted  time  to  call  tl 
attention  of  the  nation  to  the  crying  evil  of  impri 
onment  for  debt.  ' 

From  the  remotest  period  of  antiquity,  to  i] 
present  day,  there  never  was  a  time  when  so  ma^ 
individuals  were  exertin?  themselves  to  improl 
the  intellectual  and  moral  condition  of  man.  Tl 
good  and  the  virtuous,  throughout  Christeodoo 
are  employing  all  their  energies ;  and  Christian 
of  every  denomination,  are  united  in  the  migh 
effort.  Benevolent  societies  are  established  in  evei 
region  of  the  civilized  world.  The  deaf  and  it 
dumb,  the  male  and  female  orphan,  the  pagan  ao 
the  savage,  are  all  embraced  in  those  moral  exe 
tions.  Missionaries  of  our  holy  religion  are  pen 
trating  every  country.  Burmah  and  Hindost: 
are  receiving  lessons  of  Christian  morality,  and  tl 
worshippers  of  Juggernaut  are  learning  the  kno^ 
edge  of  tne  true  God.  Jerusalem  is  agam  becomii 
the  field  of  gospel  labor.  Divine  light  begins 
beam  on  Persia,  where  the  sun  has  long  been  t 
idol  of  their  devotion.  The  savages  of  our  ov 
country  are  recipients  of  the  same  benevolent  < 
forts,  and  the  wilderness  of  America  begins 
wear  the  aspect  of  gladness.  It  is  not  expect 
that  we.  as  a  Government,  should  become  mei 
bers  of  these  societies  and  make  appropriations 
money  to  carry  on  their  designs ;  out,  while  i 
witness  these  interesting  scenes,  which,  on  eve 
hand,  are  calculated  to  rejoice  the  heart  of  t 
philanthropist,  it  is  our  duty,  and  I  trust  we  sb; 
find  it  our  pleasure  to  remove  every  obstacle 
the  happiness  of  the  human  race,  and  to  take  fro 
the  hand  of  tyranny  the  rod  of  oppression. 

These  United  States  present  a  sublime  spectac 
to  the  universe,  in  the  annual  convocation  of  t 
people,  by  their  Representatives  in  the  Congr< 
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of  the  nation,  and  in  the  Assemblies  of  the  States, 
10  l^islate  both  for  the  present  and  for  future  gen* 
eratioss.  We  should  give  an  example  to  the 
world  worthy  of  our  character,  that  may  profit 
foreign  States  and  distant  ages.  Posterity  will 
rerise  our  acts,  and  pronounce  upon  them  an  im- 
partial sentence  of  reprobation  or  applause,  as  their 
character  shall  merit ;  and  I  venture  the  predic- 
lioD)  that  the  next  generation,  in  reviewing  the 
transactions  of  this  day,  will  be  astonished  to 
learn  that  this  vestige  of  barbarism  was  so  long 
suffered  to  remain  a  blot  upon  the  enlightened  age 
in  which  their  fathers  lived. 

We  read,  with  deep  interest,  the  annual  Execu- 
tive communications,  and  exult  in  the  contempla- 
tion that  there  is  a  general  coincidence  of  senti- 
ment and  concurrence  of  action  throughout  the 
nation  to  increase  the  happiness  of  man.  Nothing 
escapes  the  vigilance  of  those  who  are  the  ap- 
pointed guardians  of  public  liberty  and  political 
prosperity.  Commerce  and  manufactures,  agri- 
culture and  internal  improvement,  education  and 
moral  refinement,  all  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
first  statesmen ;  and  now  tne  denunciation  of  this 
unmerciful  practice,  imprisonment  for  debt,  finds 
its  way  into  executive  recommendations  and  le- 
gislatiye  discussions ;  and  as  cerbiin  as  that  moral 
liehi  is  irresistible,  so  sure  is  the  rapid  approach 
of  that  day,  when  personal  liberty,  sacred  to  every 
American  bosom,  shall  be  held  paramount  to 
eTery  pecuniary  obligation,  and  no  longer  made 
the  sport  of  misfortune  and  the  prey  of  despotism. 

For  this  love  of  liberty,  a  principle  inherent  in 
man,  the  savage  still  adheres  to  nis  wandering 
life,  and  spuras  the  proposition  for  civilization, 
because,  in  his  view,  prisons-mark  its  bounds.  It 
is  for  this  liberty  that  we  have  fought  and  bled, 
and  while  the  bospm  of  the  patriot  swells  with  ar- 
dor for  that  country  in  whicn  he  is  protected  from 
violence,  and  secured  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  in- 
alienable rights,  liberty  is  the  charm  which  binds 
him  to  iu  destinies.  For  the  preservation  of  those 
blessings,  power  is  imparted  to  the  Government; 
and  when  we  consume  the  midnight  oil,  and  bring 
to  view  in  public  counsel  the  result  of  our  re- 
searches, the  grand  object  of  all  is  to  secure  the 
weak  from  the  encroachments  of  the  strong,  and 
to  extend  to  all  the  blessings  of  equal  rights  and 
fqual  privileges. 

For  what  has  mankind  been  struggling  since 
the  usurpation  of  Nimrod  ?  For  the  restoration 
of  violated  rights;  for  liberty  of  speech,  liberty  of 
conscience,  and  the  power  of  locomotion ;  to  res- 
cue innocence  from  punishment,  and  to  guard  the 
poor  from  the  oppression  of  the  wealthy.  But 
these  sacred  principles  are  abandoned  in  the  per- 
«in  of  the  debtor,  so  long  as  he  is  subject  to 
imprisonment  at  tne  arbitrary  discretion  of  his 
creditor. 

For  these  sound  principles,  the  ancient  Greeks 
bought  at  Marathon  and  Thermopylae.  For  these 
the  celebrated  nations  of  antiquity  were  in  fre- 
quent convulsions;  but  the  monuments  of  their 
glory  remain  only  in  the  pages  of  history,  while 
we  behold,  with  melancholy  contemplation,  the 
taarks  of  their  oppression  in  the  walls  of  Babylon 


and  Nineveh,  in  the  ruins  of  Balbec  and  Palmyra, 
and  in  the  obelisks  and  pyramids  of  Egypt. 

For  these  principles  the  South  Americans  are 
braving  the  neld  of  danger — the  modern  Greeks 
are  emulating  the  deeds  of  their  ancestors — the 
Neapolitans  nave  made  a  fruitleHs  effort  to  estab- 
lish them;  and  Spain,  for  their  restoration,  has 
proclaimed  a  new  constitution.  For  these  princi- 
ples alone  I  contend,  conscious  that  their  existence 
IS  peculiarly  dear  to  every  American,  and  in  the 
confident  hope  that  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  this 
nation  will  establish  them  upon  a  basis,  permanent 
as  the  everlasting  mountains,  and  without  revolu- 
tion or  convulsion. 

When  Mr.  J.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  offered  an  am^idment 
to  the  details  or  the  bill,  and  some  explanatory  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  Mills  added  some  remarks  to  those  he  be- 
fore submitted,  principally  on  the  details  which  it 
was  proposed  to  give  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Virginia,  submitted,  prettv 
much  at  large,  his  views  of  the  bill— the  general 
principle  of  which  he  decidedly  ad vocated-*-and 
concluded  by  offering  a  substitute,  which  would 
provide  guards  that  he  deemed  necessary;  and 
which  would,  he  argued,  supply  all  the  benefit  that 
cotild  be  provided  by  bankrupt  and  insolvent  laws, 
united,  while  it  would  avoid  the  delay  and  other 
objections  to  which  those  laws  were  liable. 

Mr.  Eaton  admitted  the  correctness  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill,  in  the  abstract;  but  argued  to 
show  that  so  vital  an  innovation  in  the  principles, 
the  structure,  and  system  of  the  common  law. 
would  produce  more  mischief  than  it  would 
remedy  or  avert — that  it  would  offer  impunity  to 
fraud,  &c. 

Mr.  Macon  advocated  the  object  of  the  bill, 
which  he  should  support,  if  it  could  be  so  guarded 
as  to  relieve  the  honest  debtors  without  affording 
facilities  to  the  knave,  to  defraud  his  creditor.  He 
maintained  that  creditors  have  rights  entitled  to 
prot^tion,  as  well  as  debtors,  and  these  he  would 
not  impair  further  than  to  exempt  from  imprison- 
ment those  who  honestly  surrendered  their  prop- 
erty to  pay  their  debts. 

Mr.  Talbot  zealously  supported  the  general 
principle  of  the  bill ;  stated  liis  objections  to  the 
amendments  which  had  been  submitted  by  Messrs. 
Van  Buren  and  Taylor,  and  offered  an  amend- 
ment himself,  (embracing  several  sections,)  the 
object  and  effect  of  which  he  explained  fully. 

The  bill  was  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,) 
(who  wished  an  opportunity  to  offer  some  remarks 
on  it,)  postponed  until  to-morrow,  and  the  amend- 
ments offered  to-day  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Thursday,  January  16. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration : 

Resoleed,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instrocted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
appropriations  for  erecting  fortifications  on  8t  Mary's 
river,  within  the  mouth  of  Potomac,  and  on  a  point 
within  the  month  of  Patuxent. 
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Oa  motioo,  by  Mr.  Noble,  the  CommUtee  on 
Pensions,  to  wmch  were  referred  the  petition  of 
Winthrop  Robinson ;  the  petition  of  John  Low ; 
the  petition  of  John  Welsh ;  the  petition  of  Eze- 
kiel  P.  Beldon ;  the  petition  of  Frederick  Pearl ; 
the  petition  of  Greorge  Byers ;  and  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Haly ;  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof,  respectively. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Conunittee  on  Military  Afiairs,  to 
which  was  referred  the  resolution  instructing  them 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the 
final  settlement  of  the  militia  damis  of  the  State 
of  Geor^a,  for  services  rendered,  under  orders  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  during  the 
years  1792,  '93^  and  '94 ;  and,  on  motion,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  for  the  prompt  settlement  of  public 
.accounts,'  and  for  the  punishment  of  the  crune  of 
perjury ;"  in  which  biU  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  of  the  bill  to  abolish  iiujpris- 
onment  for  debt,  and  the  amendments  offered 
thereto. 

Mr.  Mills,  of  Massachusetts,  rose,  and  entered 
at  large  into  the  questions  presented  by  the  sub- 
ject— submitting  the  reasons  why  he  could  not 
go,  and  arguments  against  goin^,  to  the  extent 
proposed  by  the  bill;  the  difficulties  which  would 
arise  in  the  practical  operation  of  so  broad  a 
measure,  the  embarrassments  in  which  it  would 
involve  our  established  and  nicely  adjusted  system 
of  jurisprudence,  &c. 

Mr.  Babbodr,  of  Virginia,  took  the  opposite 
around,  and,  in  a  speech  of  more  than  an  hour's 
lenffth,  strenuously  maintained  the  justice  and  ex- 
pediency of  the  proposed  measure,  in  its  greatest 
latitude,  so  far  at  least  as  regards  the  ordinary 
class  of  debtors,  but  excepting  all  those  who  be- 
come debtors  br  any  of  the  various  ways  which 
constitute  breaches  of  trust;  which  latter  he  look- 
ed upon  as  criminals,  deservinsr  punishment,  rather 
than  as  unfortunates  entitled  to  commiseration. 
Of  the  substitutes  offered  to  the  bill,  he  preferred 
that  proposed  b^  Mr.  Van  Buren.  except  its  fea- 
ture of  prospective  application,  which  he  objected 
to,  and  maintained  the  justice  of  making  the  bill 
applicable  to  all  debts,  past  and  to  come. 

When  Mr.  B.  concluded,  the  bill  was  postponed 
to  to-morrow,  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Friday,  January  17. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  enable 
the  holders  of  French,  British,  and  Spanish  titles 
to  land  in  Louisiana,  to  trv  the  ralidity  thereof, 
reported  the  same  with  sundry  amendments. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 


made  an  imfayorable  report  on  the  petiuoa  of 
James  Morrison ;  and  the  report  being  read,  wls 
on  motion,  recommitted,  for  the  purpose  of  mai- 
in^  a  selection  of  the  various  papers  coDneCiOd 
With  the  claim,  to  be  prints. 

Mr.  RuGGLRB  submitted  a  resobitioD.  directiog 
an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  naying  the  daiia 
of  David  Cooper,  of  Michigan,  for  property  con- 
verted to  public  uses. 

Mr.  RcooLEa,  from  the  Committee  of  Clauui. 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatirc 
of  James  McClung ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  FiNOLAY  presented  the  petition  of  Joseoh 
S.  Macpherson,  a  master  commandant  in  tbi 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  praying  the  passage  ol 
a  law  authorizing  the  equitable  settlement  of  k 
accounts,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition ;  whic: 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claim: 

Mr.  Katon,  from  the  Committee  on  PoblK 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitloi 
"An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  lau^ 
in  the  Territory  of  Florida,"  approved  the  Slh  ol 
May,  1822.  The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  vn 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  to/ 
lowing  motion  for  consideration : 

JZefoAwtfp  That  the  Committae  on  the  Post  Oftc^ 
and  Post  Roads  b«  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  exM 
diency  of  repairing  the  mail  road  from  Hew  Orkan 
to  Mashnlle,  and  of  establishing  ferriof  at  the  wid 
coorMa  on  the  route,  or  of  making  bridges  over  theoj 
■o  as  to  iadlitata  the  conveyance  of  the  maib  to  ai» 
from  New  Odoans ;  and,  abo^  to  inquire  into  the  ei 
pediency  of  repairing  the  national  road  commeDdQi 
at  MadiaonTille,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  aod  temi 
nating  at  Florence,  on  the  Tennessee  river ;  tod  ist* 
the  propriety  of  poviding  for  the  conveyance  of  tbi 
mails,  on  the  said  route,  in  covered  carriages. 

The  bill  brought  up  yesterd!iy  from  the  Hous 
of  Representati?es,  for  concurrence,  was  tvic 
read,  by  unanimous  consent,  apd  referred  to  tb 
Committee  of  Claims.  ' 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Josep 
Willcox  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  folloiwing  Message  was  received  from  tb 
PaBSinsNT  OF  THE  Uniteo  States  : 

To  tkeViet  Fnaident  of  the  Vniied 

SiaUi  mnd  Ptaident  of  ike  Senate . 

The  Convention  concluded  and  signed  at  St  Pets 
burg,  on  the  18th  day  of  July  last,  under  the  medl 
tion  of  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  all  i 
Ruasias,  having  been  ratified  by  the  three  Po'A 
partiee  thereto,  and  the  ratifications  of  the  same  bA< 
ing  been  duly  exchanged,  copies  of  it  are  now  com^ 
nicated  to  Ctingress,  to  the  end  that  the  mea^oretl 
carrying  it,  on  the  part  of  the  United  Stales,  ioto  e| 
•cation,  may  obtain  the  co-operation  of  the  Lepi 
tore,  necessary  to  the  acoompliahment  of  some  of  \ 
proviaiona.  A  translation  is  sabjoined  of  three  «l 
planatoty  documents,  in  the  Frendi  langosge,  rtit 
red  to  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  Convention,  sod  i 
nexed  to  it.  The  agreement  executed  at  the  eicbiDi 
of  the  ratifications,  is  likewise  communicated. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WAsatVGTOK,  IBih  January,  18S9. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Smit 
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.:  Mirylaod,  directiDg  an  inqairy  into  tbe  expe- 
iieacf  of  makiog  appropriations  for  the  erection 
.fibrtificatioDsoD  St.  Mary's,  within  the  month 
dm  Potomac^  and  on  a  point  in  the  Patuxent, 
teiBf  read ; 

Mr.  SMrre  stated  (o  the  Senate  the  advantages 
tiich  woold  result,  in  time  of  war,  to  the  com- 
s^Ki  of  the  Chesapeake,  and  to  the  navy,  from 
orti&caiioQs  on  the  points  designated ;  the  security 
Da^  would  give  to  the  extensive  shores  above,  dbc. 
H«  referred,  also,  to  the  protection  they  woald 
^M  to  the  Seat  of  Government,  as  no  enemy 
cadi  hod  on  the  Patuxent  in  less  than  twenty- 
nr^  Qiies  below  the  position  he  suggested  for  a 
wt^  there,  if  a  proper  one  were  erected.  These 
Toris  with  the  aid  of  those  below  and  a  few 
team  frigates,  he  said,  would  give  complete  pro- 
-"rtioo  10  the  commerce  of  the  bay  and  its  waters, 
:f  eiteosire  commerce  of  Baltimore,  &c.y  which, 
ic;  protected,  could  not  be  interrupted  by  any 
'if.m  in  the  bay.  The  fortifications  at  the  month 
-'^ebay^,  be  said,  could  not  alone  protect  it  from 
'-it  mcQr&ioos  of  an  enemy ;  it  was  necessary  to 
uu  ocber  works  above.  Vessel^  taking  shelter 
iCQian  eoemy  under  the  guns  of  the  fortifications 
^epnposed,  could  make  sail  at  night  fall,  and 
•^^moroiDg  be  out  of  reach  of  an  enemy ;  in 
'3:«i}€  knew  of  no  fortifications  in  the  country 
^>.h  afford  as  valuable  protection  to  the  com- 
s-rce  as  these  would,  which  he  now  proposed. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

r^  Senate  then  again  went  into  Committee 
-  'te  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  rose,  and  in  a 

i.r^d of  coofiiderable  length  opposed  the  bill  in 

^^  and  replied  to  its  advocates.    Herindicated 

■^  pnocifdes  and  the  wisdom  of  the  common  law, 

^  imposed  aoy  innovation '  upon  it ;  contended 

^fi^erewas  in  this  country  no  such  thing,  in 

"^■tj,  as  imprisonment  for  debt,  but,  if  there  was, 

^  Suies  were  competent  to  remedy  the  evil,  if  it 

^^;  maintained  that  creditors  hadrijghts  as 

^^^2$  debtors,  and  that  the  latter,  nine  times  in 

^•^tserTed  no  commiseration^  as  their  want  of 

^S'ipie  or  of  pradence  often  mflicted  on  others 

^'  taore  distress  than  they  themselves  suffered. 

^'-  Holmes,  of  Maine,  spoke  a  short  time,  on 
-^  pnctieal  eroet  and  operation  of  the  bill,  and  of 
^i^hstitutes  proposed — avowing  himself  favora* 
^i'jihe  general  principle,  and  suggesting  such 
•j^^eions  as  he  thought  would  probably  accom- 
•'"'t,  so  as  to  produce  the  most  ^ood  with  the 
'^^i  disadvantages ;  for  he  despaired  of  fram- 
>  :uch  a  law  as  would  exclude  from  its  benefits 
••^iraaduieDt,  while  it  protected  the  liberty  and 
'::iofthe  honest. 

•^'I^  Van  Buben  delivered  an  argument  of  more 
'>^  an  hoar's  length,  in  support  of  the  object  of 
^  ^'-ll  He  laid  down  the  principle  that  impris- 
I -^ent  for  debt,  as  practised  in  this  country,  is 
<:>perative  as  a  remedy,  unnecessarily  rigorous, 
*V^^  and  ought  to  be  abolished,  in  regard  to 
^rs  mvolviag  no  fraud  or  breach  of  trust  to 
^  Public  or  an  individual,  and  this  principle  he 
nth  Co3i.  2d  Sess.— 5 


defended  with  much  earnestness.  He  reviewed 
the  different  amendments  ofiered,  pointing  out  the 
defects  of  those  ofiered  by  the  other  gentlemen, 
and  sustaining  the  expediency  of  adopting  the 
principles  and  provisions  embraced  in  his  own 
substitute.  When  he  had  concluded,  the  bill  was 
laid  on  the  table,  on  the  motion  of  Mr  Van  Dyke. 
Adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  January  20. 

Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  memorial  of  Lewis 
Dal  Schweinctz,  agent  for  the  Society  of  theUni* 
ted  Brethren,  praving  to  be  divested  of  a  certain 
trust  estate,  for  tne  benefit  of  Christian  Indians, 
on  being  compensated  for  the  improvements  made 
thereon.  The  memorial  was  read,  and  refern^ 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowrie,  the  Message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  10th  of 
December  last,  in  relation  to  that  subject^  was  re- 
ferred to  the  same  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the  memorial  of  Thom- 
as Napier,  and  others,  merchants  of  Charleston, 
praying  that  certain  duties  paid  on  the  importa- 
tion of  goods  from  St.  Augustine,  since  its  cession 
to  the  United  States,  may  be  refunded.  The  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  Southard  presented  the  memorial  and  pe- 
tition of  Elijah  Vansyckel,  of  Philadelphia,  pray- 
ing that  the  duties  secured  on  the  importation  of 
sugars,  which  sugars  were  consumed  by  fire,  may 
be  remitted.    Referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  additional  judge  for  the  Micnigan 
Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  the 
same,  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of 'the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs,  to 
which  was  referred  the  resolution  instructing  them 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the 
final  settlement  of  the  militia  claims  of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  for  services,  rendered,  under  the  orders 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  during  the 
years  1792,  '3,  and  '4;  and.  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Williams,  of  Tennessee,  tne  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for,  Thursday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  the 
report  of  the  Ordnance  Department,  which  accom- 
panied the  Message  irom  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  13th  instant,  transmitting 
the  information  required  by  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  touching  the  expediency  of  erecting  a 
National  Armory  on  the  Western  waters,  was 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  17th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  claim 
of  David  Cooper,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  statements 
of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
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made  io  pursoance  of  the  act  of  Januarjr  10, 1820; 
which  letter  waa  read. 

Mr.  RcGGLEtf,  from  the  Committee  of  Claiins^ 
to  which  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Samael  F.  Hooker.  The  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  hill  for  the  relief  of  the  lesal  representa- 
tives of  James  McClang,  deceased,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for 
ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Florida,"  approved  the  8th  of  May,  1822, 
WHS  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
which  was  recommitted,  with  instructions,  the 
report  of  the  said  committee  on  the  petition  of 
James  Morrison  of  Kentucky,  with  the  accompa- 
nying documents,  reported  the  same,  with  a  list  of 
doeomeots  to  be  printed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  disbursement 
of  puUic  money,"  as  amended  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Louisiana,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
wliich  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Samuel  Hodgdon.  The  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the*  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Samuel  Buel^  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Buel.  The  report  and 
bill  were  read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

ROAD— NEW  ORLEANS  TO  NASHVILLE. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  following  resolution 
offered  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  on  Friday 
last: 

Ruohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Poet  Office 
and  Poet  Roade  be  instructed  to  inqaire  iolo  the  expe- 
diency of  repeiriog  the  mail  road  from  New  Orleans  to 
NashTiUe,  and  of  establishing  ferriea  at  the  water- 
courses on  the  route,  or  of  making  bridges  oter  them, 
so  as  to  facilitate  the  coDTeyance  of  the  mails  to  and 
from  New  Orleans ;  and,  also,  to  inqaire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  repairing  the  national  road  commencing 
at  Madison ville,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  termi- 
nating at  Florence,  on  the  Tennessee  river,  and  into 
the  propriety  of  providing  for  the  conveyance  of  the 
mail  on  the  said  route,  in  covered  carriages. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  baid  he  had  at  the 
last  session  introduced  these  propositions,  but  they 
were  not  finally  acted  on  for  the  want  of  time ; 
that,  as  the  inconveniences  complained  of  stilt 
existed,  he  deemed  it  his  duty  again  to  call  up  the 
subjects,  and  to  present  them  in  a  shape  to  be 
acted  on.  It  would  be  perceived;  from  the  pres- 
ent mode  of  couveyino;  the  mails  from  the  city  of 
New  Orleans  to  this  place,  on  horseback,  through 
a  wilderness  of  several  hundred  miles,  between 
New  Orleans  and  Nashville,  over  water-courses 
destitute  of  bridges  or  ferries,  that  they  were  con- 
stantly exposed  to  delays;  and  it  is  a  fact,  he 


said,  that,  in  consequence,  the  mails  were  often 
damaged,  and,  in  some  instances,  entirely  lost.  In 
short,  the  failure  of  the  mails,  on  the  route  al- 
luded to,  were  so  frequent  as  to  render  the  mail 
establishment,  to  the  State  of  Louisiana,  almost 
useless. 

Mr.  J.  said  that,  in  providing  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  object  suggested,  the  great  Con- 
stitutional question,  which  had  excited  so  much 
interest  as  to  the  power  of  the  National  Gorero- 
ment  to  appropriate  the  public  money  for  the  por- 
pose  of  internal  improvement,  is  not  involved. 
That  a  considerable  portion  of  the  country,  through 
which  both  these  roads  pass,  belongs  to  the  United 
States,  and  other  portions  of  it  are  claimed  by  Id- 
dian  tribes;  consequently,  the  General  Govern- 
ment can  exercise  exclusive  jurisdiction  oyer  these 
subjects.  It  appears,  by  the  acts  of  Congre&s  he 
said,  that  a  number  of  roads  were  constructed  by 
the  United  States,  and  under  different  admiDi>- 
trations,  some  of  which  are  in  the  original  States. 
and  that  the  money  expended  in  constructing  them 
was  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Stales. 
There  could  be  no  doubt,  therefore,  as  to  the  power 
of  Congress  to  make  the  appropriations  requued 
in  thb  instance,  and  to  adopt  such  other  siep^i  a& 
may  be  necessary  to  accomplish  the  objects  he  had 
in  view. 

Mr.  J.  said,  with  respect  to  the  great  national 
road  alluded  to,  he  had,  at  the  last  ses&ioD.  ex- 
plained its  bad  condition,  and  suggested  the  pro- 
priety of  repairing  it.  The  troops  of  the  United 
States  had  been  employed  for  a  considerable  length 
of  time,  under  the  immediate  command  and  direc- 
tion of  General  Jackson,  in  opening  this  road,  and 
immense  labor  had  beien  bestowed  on  it.  He 
thought  it  not  less  important  to  the  Western 
country  than  the  Cumberland  road ;  in  a  miiitarr 
point  of  view,  it  was  calculated  to  be  much  morel 
important;  and,  as  a  mail  route,  it  would  be  of 
great  utilitT.  The  distance  from  New  Orleans  ta 
Nashville  ov  this  road,  is  aaid  to  be  about  thre^ 
hundred  miles  less  than  by  the  route  now  used 
for  the  couTeyanceof  the  mails.  But  it  is  now 
unfit  for  any  purpose  whateyer,  and  is  not  used] 
Is  it  not  the  duty  of  the  Government,  he  asked, 
after  having  accomplished  this  great  work,  so  im^ 
portant,  in  many  respects,  to  the  whole  Westenj 
country,  to  adopt  such  steps  as  may  be  necessaii 
to  keep  it  in  repair?  It  could  be  done  at  a  smal 
expense.  In  addition ^  however,  to  this  expeosel 
it  was  necessarv,  he  thought,  to  obtain  grants  foi 
small  tracts  of  land  at  some  of  the  water-coursej 
OD  the  route,  for  the  purpose  of  estaUishing  fer 
ries  thereon. 

Mr.  J.  concluded,  by  remarking  that  the  revent 
accruing  to  the  United  States  from  the  post  ofli] 
at  New  Orleans  is  corsiderable,  and  that  the 
pie  of  Louisiana  had  a  right  to  expect  that' 
.same  advantages  as  are  enioyed  by  the  oti 
States,  in  regard  to  the  mail  establishment, 
be  extended  to  them.     The  road  should  be  imi 
diately  repaired,  the  necessary  bridges  and  ferr 
established,  and  the  mails  carried  m  covered  c 
riaffes.    The  Postmaster  General,  with  whom 
had  consulted,  concurred  with  him  in  the  ej 
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dieocy  of  adoptiog  the  measures  proposed  by  his 
r?5oiuiion. 
The  resolatioD  was  agreed  to. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  abolish  im- 
rnsoDment  for  debt. 

4 

Mr.  SouTDARD,  of  New  Jersey,  rose,  and,  after 
K a?  introductory  remarks,  offered  a  substitute  for 
ttieongioal  bill,  which  emoraces  a  number  of  sec- 
\m\  The  following  comprises  the  substance  of 

ibf  f  WTJsions : 

I:  poTides  that  the  process  of  the  courts  should 
resiic  is  they  now  are,  but  whenever  a  capias  ad 
't^ndaduvit  or  writ  in  the  nature  of  it,  in  actions 
Uiz^^  on  debt  or  contract,  was  to  be  serred  by  the 
srvhai  or  other  o£Scer,  and  the  defendant  refused  to 
Bfi  bail,  be  might  be  discharged,  upon  executing  an 
ffi^eBineot  of  all  his  property,  with  a  schedule  an- 
siiti  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors,  to  be  returned 
?  ibe  officer  with  the  writ;  whereupon,  appesnwice 
B^t  be  entered  by  or  for  the  defendant,  and  the 
uLim  proceed  as  Qsoai.  That  the  officer,  under  the 
«ittiiofi  of  ihe  court,  should  assign  the  property  to 
>«£c  persoo,  for  the  benefit  of  ail  the  cretlitors,  pro 
^^  That  a  notice  of  the  assignment  be  published, 
^  dilution  made  among  the  creditors  who  put  in 
^  daim.  That  a  like  assignment  and  schedule 
^bt  be  made  when  a  capias  ad  satiafaeiendum  was 
^  ^  lerred,  and  bond  given  for  the  defendant  to  ap- 
par  aad  answer,  if  required,  interrogatories  respecting 
'<-'<  UiTQesi  of  the  assignment,  schedule,  dbc;  and  if 
'^■^  crrdiior  thought  proper,  he  might  file  a  declaration 
<i^$^g  fraud,  and  have  the  fairness  of  the  defen- 
'ffitmqaired  into  by  a  jury;  and  if  the  matter  was 
Kodigaintt  the  defendant,  the  ca.  $a»  might  issue, 
^  dHf ad«nt  never  after  have  the  benefit  of  the  act. 
|^«t  the  aangoment,  dtc,  on  the  ea.  sa.  should  inure 
^- to  the  benefit  of  the  plaintiff  in  the  suit;  next,  of 
-^  jadgmeot  creditors,  and  then  of  other  creditors 
vnbl?.  That  courts  of  common  law  might  grant 
^^o(fu  exeat  in  the  same  cases  and  under  like 
^uiss*  as  courts  of  equity  now  do. 

Ur.  SouTBARo  said  he  offered  a  new  bill,  by 
^v  of  amendment,  and  proposed  to  explain  its 
'«aii^  aod  compare  them  with  the  original  bill, 
iasibe  Senate  might  perceive  the  views  which 
^-^vx^  him  to  offer  it,  and  his  objections  to  the 
^^'  already  submitted.  He  did  not  expect  it 
'jtid  meet  the  approbation  of  a  majority  of  the 
^JCj  nor  did  he  believe  that  any  one  which 
•^W  fa  suggested  would  be  free  from  difficulties, 
^^  at  this  time  adopted;  but  he  yielded  to  the 
j^iaatioDs,  so  often  given  in  the  debate,  and 
«i*i  toother  to  the  number  of  propositions  which 
^«to  be  referred  to  the  committee,  and  from 
^'•^^  they  would,  if  possible,  select  something 
"i'cb  would  be  acceptable.  Mr.  S.  read  the 
^endment  which  he  proposed,  and  added — this 
'2<*adment  b  not  founded  on  the  notion  that  we 
•"^  booBd,  always,  to  look  to  the  relief  of  the 
-*-tor  alone,  and  that  there  is  a  difference  in  the 
*'i'-ciples  of  moral  honesty,  by  which  the  debtor 
"■i  creditor  are  governed — the  rights  they  possess, 
^'^  the  justice  due  to  them  in  making  and  admin- 
^^mg  the  law.    This  is  a  radical  error  in  all  the 


schemes  which  have  been  heretofore  suggested, 
and  in  the  truth  and  justice  of  which  he  could  not 
acquiesce.  All  creditors  are  not  unfeeling  nor 
inhuman ;  nor  all  debtors,  fair,  honest,  and  wor- 
thy of  compassion.  Their  principles  and  motives 
of  action  are  the  same,  and  common  to  human 
nature.  If  there  be  any  difference,  it  is  probably 
against  debtors,  and  arises  from  the  circumstance 
that  they  are  suffering  under  misfortune,  and  that 
men  are  more  frequently  disposed  to  escape,  by 
unfit  means,  from  the  pressure  of  calamity,  tnan, 
when  fortunate,  to  forget  the  duties  of  kindness 
and  justice.  The  provisions  of  the  law,  however, 
should  be  general,  and  not  referred  to  distinctions 
like  these. 

The  object  of  the  ori^nal  bill  is  to  change  the 
relative  situation  and  rights  of  the  creditor  and 
debtor.  What  is  the  relation  which  they  bear  to 
each  other?  The  creditor  has  loaned  his  money, 
sold  his  property,  or  rendered  personal  service  to 
his  debtor.  For  the  possession  and  use  of  this 
money,  goods,  or  service,  the  debtor  owes  att  ade- 
quate compensation,  and  is  bound  to  make  it,  by 
every  principle  of  morality  and  justice.  He  can 
be  excused  onlv  by  absolute  inability.  If  he  re- 
fuses, while  he  has  the  means,  he  is  not  innocent. 
The  want  of  means  never  can  exist  while  he  pos- 
sesses property  which  can  be  devoted  to  the  object; 
and  no  law  should  intervene  between  him  and  the 
just  claim  of  his  creditor,  so  long  as  the  power  to 
satisfy  that  claim  lasts.  On  the  contrary,  the  au- 
thority of  society  ought  to  compel  him  to  discharge 
it,  by  appropriating  to  that  purpose  what  he  pos- 
sesses. One  great  object  in  the  formation  of  soci- 
ety is  to  insure  the  discharge  of  the  obligations 
wnich  one  citizen  owes  to  another.  Upon  these 
principles  the  amendment  rests.  It  proposes  to  free 
the  person  of  the  debtor,  when  he  has  done  what 
is  within  his  power,  and  surrendered  his  property ; 
and  it  permits  him  to  do  this  before  he  is  impris- 
oned, and  thereby  to  avoid  imprisonment.  When 
he  has  manifested  a  disposition  to  perform  his 
duty,  as  far  as  his  ability  extends,  he  is  to  be  re- 
lieved from  the  legal  consequences  of  his  situation. 
When  the  creditor  demands  payment,  and  it  is 
refused,  it  becomes  necessary  to  appeal  to  the  tri- 
bunals which  society  has  established  for  the  settle- 
ment of  such  controversies.  The  moral  and  legal 
obligation  of  the  debtor  cannot  be  satisfied  by  a 
mere  denial,  either  of  the  justice  of  the  claim  or 
the  means  of  payment.  The  denial  tnost  be  tried, 
and  the  aid  of  compulsory  process,  if  necessary, 
afforded  to  compel  a  trial.  The  party  should  not 
be  permitted  to  evade  justice  by  removing  himself 
or  nis  property  beyond  the  reach  of  the  court.  He 
ought,  by  some  mode,  to  be  compelled  to  remain 
and  answer;  otherwise  it  is  optional  with  him 
whether  satisfaction  be  made,  and  his  duty  per- 
formed. If  he.be  dishonest;  if  he  be  a  bad  citi- 
zen ;  if  he  do  not  feel  and  acknowledge  the  obli- 
gation of  duty, — he  will  leave  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  court,  avoid  its  authority,  and  render  nugatory 
the  pursuit  of  the  claim.  There  are  surely  many 
men  who  would  feel  no  compunction  at  this  course; 
to  whom  a  removal,  with  tneir  property,  although 
sufficient  to  discharge  the  debt,  would  neither  oe 
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unpleasant  nor  burdensome.  No  creditor  can  ever 
recover  from  an  unwilling  debtor,  so  long  as  re- 
moval from  one  jurisdiction  to  another  be  permit- 
ted without  restraint.  Yet  it  is  for  the  unwilling 
that  the  law  is  provided;  on  them  it  is  always 
designed  to  act. 

Tne  original  bill,  by  abolishing  the  capias  ad 
respondendum^  and  taking  away  the  right  to  bail, 
leaves  it  at  the  option  of  the  defendant  whether  he 
will  answer  or  not,  and  will  in  practice  make  a 
recovery  often  impossible.  If,  for  eumple,  a  suit 
be  commenced  in  Maryland,  before  judgment  and 
execution,  the  defendant  may  remove  to  Delaware, 
and  there  is  no  power  to  prevent  it.  Judgment 
and  execution  in  Delaware  will  in  like  manner  be 
evaded ;  and  this  may  be  always  done,  even  where 
the  defendant  has  property.  Such  a  result  cannot 
be  satisfactory  to  the  nonest  part  of  the  commu- 
nity. It  would  lead  to  effects  upon  the  morals  of 
society,  and  the  confidence  due  to  a  well-organized 
Government,  which  are  to  be  deprecated  and  avoid- 
ed. The  proposed  amendment  does  avoid  these 
effects.  It  leaves  the  capias  ad  respondendum  as  it 
now  exists.  It  keeps  possession  of  the  body  until 
the  dispute  is  tried  and  the  claim  satisfied ;  and,  as 
the  oniv  sure  and  effectual  means  of  compelling 
the  performance  of  a  positive  duty,  by  requiring 
bail  for  his  appearance,  it  secures  him  until  that 
duty  is  performed.  If  it  be  objected  that  the  great 
object  of  abolishing  imprisonment  may  thus  be 
defeated,  and  it  be  asked  whether,  to  secure  the 
appearance,  the  body  should  be  imprisoned,  the 
amendment  answers,  in  some  cases  it  is  to  be  im- 
prisoned, and  justly ;  in  others  it  is  not.  The  party 
IS  not  to  be  confined  if  he  finds  bail.  If  he  has 
neither  property  to  pay  the  debt,  nor  credit  to  find 
bail,  he  may  still  remain  at  liberty,  if  he  do  what 
is  within  his  power — sive  up  the  property  he  has, 
whatever  it  may  be.  If  his  credit  be  gone — if  his 
estate  is  insolvent — let  him  so  declare,  and  secure 
his  creditors,  as  far  as  he  has  the  means,  by  an 
immediate  assignment,  not  only  of  that  which  is 
tangible  and  may  be  reached  by  the  common  writs 
of  execution,  but  of  all  that  he  possesses,  and  be 
thereupon  discharged.  And  is  there  any  thing 
harsh,  unreasonable,  or  unjust,  in  this  7  Ifhe  can, 
he  ought  to  give  bail,  and  not  avoid  the  discharge 
of  the  obligation  which  morality  sustains  and  soci- 
ety ought  to  enforce.  If  he  cannot  give  security, 
it  must  arise  from  a  state  of  insolvency,  both  of 
property  and  credit,  which  demands  that  he  should 
not  be  permitted  to  escape,  and  squander  his  means 
of  payment. 

The  difference  between  this  amendment  and  the 
plans  proposed  by  the  honorable  members  from 
Kentucky,  New  York,  and  Virginia,  will  be  at 
once  perceived.  Under  them,  the  defendant  can- 
not, in  any  case,  be  restrained  or  imprisoned. 
Under  this,  he  can,  unless  he  will  secure  his  ap- 
pearance, either  by  bail  or  a  pledge  of  his  pro- 
perty. Under  them,  he  may  escape  at  will.  Un- 
der this,  he  is  compelled  to  answer.  The  advant- 
age is  manifestly  in  favor  of  the  latter. 

The  member  from  Kentuckv  (Mr.  Johnson) 
proposes  to  avoid  the  evils  which  would  result 
'from  abandoning  the  compulsory  process,  by  leav- 


ing the  writ  of  ne  exeat  in  force.    But  this  wo 
be  an  ineffectual  remedy.    It  can  be  issued  on 
by  one  species  of  courts,  those  of  equity  jurisdi 
tion,  in  cases  of  equitable  demands,  and  would  \ 
inapplicable  to  a  vast  majority  of  causes.     It  j 
besides,  so  expensive  as  utterly  to  forbid  its  U5e  i 
manv  instances.    Where  the  sum  claimed  is  vei 
small,  the  costs  and  expense  of  this  writ  wouj 
exceed  the  demand,  and  amount  to  a  denial  J 
justice.    Nor  is  it  easy  to  perceive  why  bail  shod 
be  forbidden,  on  the  cap,  ad  res.,  and  that  wi 
abolished,  while  another  is  spared  which  is  m 
expensive,  and  eventually  produces  the  same 
suit,  and  may  lead  to  imprisonment.    To  be  c 
sistent,  this  writ  ought  also  to  be  destroyed.     It 
however,  often  useful  to  effect  the  purposes 
justice,  and  the  amendment  provides,  not  on 
that  it  shall  remain,  but  may  oe  issued  by  coui 
of  common  law  jurisdiction,  as  it  is  now  issued  I 
chancery.    It  will  be  remarked  that  the  amen 
ment  proposed,  continued  Mr.  S.,  makes  no  d 
tinciion  in  the  character  of  the  debtor.     No 
ought  to  be  made  until  after  trial — because,  un 
then,  it  cannot  be  determined  whether  the  defcn 
ant  be  a  debtor,  and,  if  a  debtor,  whether  unfc 
tunate  or  criminal.    It  is  alike  uniust  and  unwi 
to  punish  frauds,  or  impropriety  of  any  kind,  un 
the  delinquency  be  fixed   by  judgment.     To 
legislation  which  'denounces  whole  classes  of  m 
as  fraudulent,  is  essentially  incorrect  and  erroi^ 
ous.    Hence  the  exceptions  made  by  the  honor 
ble  member  from  New  York  (Mr.  Van  Bcrc 
ought  not  to  be  admitted.    No  man  should 
condemned  unheard,  nor  subjected  to   peculi 
diflSculties,  privations,  or  punishments,  until  t 
decision  of  a  competent  tribunal  has  establish 
his  guilt.    At  the  institution  of  the  suit,  it  cann 
be  justly  decided  whether  the  officer  is  a  default^ 
or  the  trustee,  guardian,  executor,  or  attorne 
guilty  of  fraud.    Take  the  executor  as  an  exaij 
pie.    By  force  of  the  exception,  he  is  premm^ 
fraudulent,  and  is  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  lawJ 
but  is  it  true,  that  every  executor  who  is  sued  hi 
acted  fraudulently  ?    lie  may  not  even  be  a  de 
or — or,  if  a  debtor,  a  perfectly  fair  and  honest  o 
There  are  many  cases  in  wnich  his  personal 
sponsibilitjr  is  involved,  without  the  exbtence 
moral  turpitude.    He  may,  without  a  proper  uj 
derstanding  of  the  law,  or  of  the  situation  of 
estate,  have  paid  a  debt  which  he  ought  not 
have  paid.    A  claim  of  higher  character,  a 
which  should  have  been  first  satisfied,  is  present 
and  he  has  nothing  left  to  pay  it.    Will  you  ci 
nounce  and  punish  him  as  guilty  of  fraud? 
you  do,  your  law  is  unequal  and  oppressive,  ai 
deserves  not  the  respect  and  conndence  of  tj 
citizen.    An  executor  ought,  in  no  case,  to  be  ^ 
garded,  by  your  law,  as  having  acted  improper! 
until  a  wasting  of  the  estate,  a  devastavit^  has  bej 
fastened  upon  him.    And,  even  that,  when  a 
judged  by  the  court,  is  often  merely  technic^ 
and  implies  mistake^  not  fraud ;  error,  not  guiltj 
proves  no  criminal  intention — merits  no  corpor 
punishment.    Take,  also,  another  of  the  excej 
tions,  the  public  defaulter.    For  him^  when  guil^ 
no  one  is  even  disposed  to  apologize.    But  is  eve^ 
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man  who  is  nominally  a  debtor  to  the  Grovern- 
ment,  necessarily  a  public  defaulter?  I  verilr  be- 
Here  that  a  great  proportion  of  those  who  nave 
been  proclaimed  to  the  country  and  the  world  as 
haring  squandered  the  public  money  and  rioted 
upon  the  public  funds,  are  not  guilty,  at  least  to 
the  extent  charged.  Some  can  satisfactorily  ac- 
count for  the  expenditure  when  a  trial  shall  be 
had.  Some  hare  been,  like  other  men,  subjected 
to  ineyiiable  losses  and  misfortunes;  and  a  few, 
although  they  have  faithfully  devoted  themselves 
to  the  nation,  done  the  State  good  service,  and 
received  no  profit,  are  yet  unable  to  furnish  legal 
€Tideoce  to  account  for  the  balance  a^inst  them. 
Will  vou  place  all  these  beyond  the  mfluence  of 
your  law,  presume  their  guilt,  and  draw  a  distinc- 
tion between  them  and  other  debtors?  It  would 
be  a  Tiolation,  not  of  justice  merely,  but  of  the 
equal  rights  of  the  citizen.  The  objection,  then, 
to  these  exceptions,  rests  on  this  obviogs  principle, 
debtors  should  not  be  presumed  fraudulent,  until 
fraud  he  proved;  nor  stigmatized  as  guilty  antil 
guilt  be  established.  No  distinction  should  be 
made  at  the  commencement  of  the  suit.  The 
present  laws  of  the  States  and  the  Union,  make 
none,  and  he  did  not  perceive  the  justice  of  the 
innoratioa  proposed. 

The  simple  proposition,  which  the  amendment 
suggests,  with  respect  to  the  first  process  in  the 
action,  is,  that  bail  may  be  required  to  secure  the 
appearance  of  the  defendant  to  answer  the  demand. 
This  being  accomplished,  no  further  claim  is  made 
upon  his  person  ;  or,  if  the  defendant,  being  insol- 
Teoi,  have  not  credit  to  obtain  the  security,  he 
may  devote  his  property  to  that  object.  In  either 
case,  the  legitimate  design  of  the  arrest  has  been 
obtained,  and  imprisonment  is  unnecessary.  In 
mctice,  this  provision  can  create  no  diflSculty. 
The  honest  man  can  find  pledges  for  his  appear- 
ance, at  any  stage  of  the  proceeding.  He  who 
canoot,  must  have  lost  the  confidence  of  those 
around  him,  and  oueht  to  place  his  property  where 
it  may  satisfy  just  claims. 

Bat,  sir,  there  is  another  and  more  important 
process  against  the  debtor,  and  which  the  bill  abol- 
i^es:  a  process  after  judgment,  to  enforce  its 
payment — the  capias  ad  satisfaciindum— in.  com- 
mon parlance  the  ca.  sa.  When  judgment  is  pro- 
nounced, the  justice  and  extent  of  the  creditor's 
demand  are  no  longer  doubtful.  It  is  liquidated 
and  established  ;  and  he  has  a  perfect  right  to  have 
it  satisfied,  and  to  call  upon  the  power  of  society 
to  enforce  it  a^inst  an  unwilling  debtor,  by  all 
the  means  which  are  properly  calculated  to  pro- 
duce the  efiect.  The  first  process,  for  this  purpose, 
ought  to  be  directed  agamst  the  property:  that 
should  be  first  devoted  to  the  object.  But  such 
writ  cannot  always  be  effectual ;  the  property  may 
be  secreted,  or  of  such  kind  as  will  be  exempt  from 
^izure,  by  any  process  now  known,  although  the 
defendant  has  an  immense  amount  of  it  m  his 
liaodb  and  under  his  control.  Even  a  limited  ex 
perience  will  inform  us,  that  executions  against 
property  are  often  eluded  by  those  who  live  most 
luxurionsly,  but  who,  having  no  visible  estate  on 
vhich  the  officer  can  levy,  may  entirely  escape 


the  coercion  of  the  law,  if  their  persons  be  pro- 
tected. Is  this  right?  Is  it  just?  Is  it  wise  in 
government,  is  it  correct  in  morals,  to  permit  it  ? 
While  the  debtor,  it  may  be,  riots  in  expensive 
pleasures,  and  enjoys  his  wealth,  beyond  the  reach 
of  your  law,  the  creditor,  with  his  family,  may  be 
reduced  to  the  utmost  penury  and  distress,  fit  ob- 
jects for  the  exercise  oi  those  feelings  of  compas- 
sion, which  the  honorable  members  from  Ken- 
tucky, Virginia,  and  New  York,  have  lavished  so 
profusely  on  the  debtor  alone.  Surely  that  is  a 
misguided  humanity,  which  wastes  itself  upon  one 
class,  in  total  forgetfulness  of  the  sufferings  of 
others,  though  created,  perhaps,  by  the  objects  of 
its  benevolence,  and  in  utter  disregard  of  th^ 
claims  of  justice.  If,  sir^  the  body  of  the  debtor  is 
to  be  secured  from  imprisonment,  every  mode  to 
reach  the  whole  property  should  be  furnished,  or 
you  will  work  monstrous  injustice :  you  permit, 
without  rebuke,  the  violation  of  contracts — the 
neglect  of  obligations — the  prostration  of  the  very 
elements  of  which  civil  society  is  composed. 

I  would,  therefore,  continued  Mr.  S.,  free  the 
body  then,  and  then  only,  when  an  assignment  had 
been  made,  of  such  kind  that  every  species  of 
property,  real  and  personal  estate^  choses  in  action, 
public  stocks,  every  thing  by  which  debts  could  be 
paid,  might  be  controlled  and  commanded  by  it, 
and  the  creditor  placed  in  the  entire  rights  ol  the 
debtor,  and  enabled  to  secure  his  claim  against 
the  efforts  of  concealment  and  fraud,  if  such  should 
be  practised.  The  third  section  of  the  amendment 
endeavors  to  reach  this  result,  by  such  modifica- 
tions of  the  usual  proceeding,  as  will  extend  kind- 
ness to  the  debtor,  without  infringing  the  not  less 
sacred  rights  of  the  creditor.  It  leaves  the  ca.  sa. 
or  writ  in  the  nature  of  it,  untouched :  that  the 
ofiScers  may,  if  necessary,  take  the  body ;  but  di- 
rects that  tne  body  be  not  taken,  if  the  defendant 
will  assign  his  property  for  the  payment  of  the 
debt.  It  is  only  in  this,  or  some  similar  mode, 
that  the  equal  rights  of  the  two  parties  can  be 
protected,  and  honesty  and  justice  maintained. 
To  maintain  them,  I  would  preserve  the  right  to 
imprison  the  body  of  the  freeman,  however  hu- 
miliating the  idea  may  seem.  On  this  point,  sir, 
I  have  no  peculiar  professions  to  make  of  human- 
ity and  feeling,  or  respect  to  the  person  and  liberty 
01  the  citizen,  as  passports  to  the  confidence  of  the 
body  I  address ;  nor  snail  I  be  regarded  as  unmind- 
ful of  them,  because  I  do  not  make  such  profes- 
sions. We  have  two  objects  to  effect,  and  it  is  not 
wise  nor  just  to  permit  the  one  to  absorb  the  other. 
Contracts  should  be  held  inviolable.  No  man 
should  be  suffered  to  escape  from  their  performance, 
until  his  power  to  perform  had  ceased.  The  de- 
mands ot  justice  and  honesty  should  be  rigidly 
enforced,  and  if  the  seizure  ot  the  body  be  neces- 
sary to  enforce  them,  the  body  should  be  seized. 
No  relief  should  be  extended,  from  humanity  to 
the  debtor,  until  he  had  done  what  they  require. 
And,  in  order  to  accomplish  this  object,  imprison- 
ment should  be  retained  as  one  of  the  most  efficient 
means.  It  has  been  most  incorrectly  considered 
and  treated,  in  this  discussion,  as  a  punishment 
I  for  being  unfortunately  in  debt,  and  for  not  doing 
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what  the  party  had  not  the  power  to  do — as  a  ty- 
ranny, exercised  by  one  citizen  over  another.  It 
never  was  designed  as  a  panishment — nor  as  the 
instrument  of  tyranny,  but  as  a  means,  and  a  pow- 
erful one,  of  compeUing  the  performance  of  obli- 
gations— the  surrender  of  property.  And  when 
that  is  effected,  its  purpose  is  answered.  If  it  be 
carried  beyond  that  point,  it  then,  and  then  only, 
ceases  to  be  a  means  of  enforcing  a  duty,  and  is 
converted  into  a  punishment.  Such  it  never  ought 
to  be — such  it  never  can  be,  under  the  proposed 
amendment  Whenever  the  property  is  surren- 
dered, the  body  is  free,  because  then  imprisonment 
becomes  unjust  and  oppressive,  and  should  not  be 
permitted.  It  then  ceases  to  answer  any  valuable 
purpose,  but  produces  a  positive  evil,  by  depiiving 
society,  without  necessity,  of  the  services  of  the 
citizen  for  his  own  supcort  and  the  profit  of  the 
community.  That  the  tear  of  imprisonment  will, 
in  many  cases,  restrain  men  from  creating  unne- 
cessary debts,  and  induce  them  to  assign  their 
property  and  pay  while  they  can,  is  not  to  be 
questioned.  To  disbelieve  it,  is  to  deny  some  of 
the  most  ordinary  feelings  of  human  nature. 
Against  the  pain  and  disgrace  of  imprisonment, 
pride  and  the  love  of  character  revolt.  The  fond- 
ness for  pleasure,  attachment  to  property,  disposi- 
tion to  fraud,  will  often  sink  beneath  its  influence. 
It  is  one  powerful  instrument  of  enforcing  the 
paymentot  debts— of  these  we  have  not  too  many; 
and  therefore  let  not  this  be  discarded  until  we 
find  a  fit  substitute. 

Nor  does  it  seem  to  me^  sir,  a  matter  of  much  im- 
portance, whether  imprisonment  for  debt  origin- 
ated in  ancient  or  modern  times,  was  one  of  the 
provisions  of  the  old  common  law,  or  has  been 
superadded  by  statutory  regulations.  I  would  re- 
soectfully  suggest  to  the  honorable  member  from 
New  York,  that  the  question  is  scarcely  worth  an 
expenditure  of  time,  or  the  exertion  of  his  talents 
and  learning.  There  are  many  principles  which, 
if  not  founa  in  the  earliest  records  of  that  law, 
have  been  incorporated  by  ancient  statutes,  and 
are  now,  as  essentially  as  any  others,  a  portion  of 
it ;  such  is  the  power  of  which  we  speak.  For 
much  more  than  a  century,  every  court,  in  every 
place,  which  has  administered  justice  according 
to  the  principles  of  the  common  law,  has  issued 
this  writ,  ana  exercised  power  over  the  person  of 
the  debtor,  not  as  a  punishment,  but  as  the  means 
of  procuring  satisfaction  of  the  iudfi;ment.  And 
whatever  be  its  origin  tn  England,  its  exercise 
there  is  found,  at  a  period  and  among  a  people 
altogether  unworthv  of  the  epithets  bestowed  by 
the  member  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbour.)  It 
was  extended,  confirmed,  and  practised  there — 
where  they  loved  liberty  as  well  as  we  love  it — 
where  are  found  some  of  the  most  illustrious  in- 
stances of  devotion  to  its  cause — and  whence  we 
have  derived  some  of  our  most  valuable  institu- 
tions, and  drawn  some  of  the  best  lessons  we  have 
learned.  And  our  liberties  never  will  suffer  re- 
proach from  that  cause,  if  we  preserve  it,  without 
abuse,  to  operate  only  on  those  who  are  unwilling 
to  be  just. 

The  honorable  member  from  Virginia  (Mr. 


Barbour)  maintains,  in  respect  to  this  power,  a 
principle  both  novel  and  unsound.  He  secmd 
to  insist  that  society  did  not  possess  this  power 
over  the  person,  to  enforce  the  execution  of  ib« 
contract,  although  its  control,  for  that  purpose, 
over  the  property,  was  rightful  and  complete. 
Whence,  sir,  has  he  learned  this  doctrine?  I 
know  not  in  what  system  of  moral  or  political 
law  it  is  to  be  found.  I  had  supposed  that  civil 
society,  especially  a  society  established  and  regu- 
lated by  the  consent  and  will  of  freemen,  bad  per- 
fect right  and  power  to  regulate  its  gorernmeat 
and  the  contracts  of  its  citizens,  and  enforce  either 
upon  the  person  or  property,  the  claims  of  duty 
and  the  obligations  of  justice.  I  have  yet  to  lean. 
that  the  person  may  not  be  restrained,  to  compel 
obedience  to  the  requisitions  of  morality  and  law. 
And  this  is  the  only  fair  purpose  of  imprisonmeot 
after  the  judgment. 

As  the  amendment  proposes  that  the  body  be  free 
from  arrest  and  imprisonment,  both  on  the  original 
and  final  process,  when  the  debtor  has  made  aa 
assignment  which  shall  transfer  his  rights  to  kis 
creditorsjthis  assignment  is  the  next  feature  worthy 
of  attention.  The  officer  having  the  writ  to  exe- 
cute is  the  only  person  to  whom,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, this  assignment  can  be  made ;  but  be  takes 
it,  as  the  temporary  agent  and  trustee  of  the  credi- 
tors 3  and  that  the  return  of  writ,  transfers^  under 
the  direction  of  the  court,  his  agency  and  trust  to 
some  one  who  shall  collect  and  distribute  the  mtn 
ney  among  those  who  are  entitled  to  it.  Thi^ 
receiving  and  transfer  is  all  the  officer  has  to  doj 
and  is  all  that  his  engagements  would  permiij 
In  doing  it,  he  acts  in  a  similar  capacity  as  wbeij 
he  receives  a  bond  for  the  appearance  of  tbe  dej 
fendant,  and  assigns  it,  on  motion  of  the  plaintiff 
where  the  appearance  is  not  perfected. 

When  the  assignment  is  made  on  the  mp. 
res.y  at  the  commencement  of  the  suit,  it  is  to  lu 
to  the  benefit  of  all  the  creditors,  in  proportion  t 
their  claim.  This  is  just,  because,  the  debtor  be 
ing  insolvent,  and  no  one  having  exhibited  extraj 
ordinary  vigor  in  pursuit  of  his  rights,  nor  ob| 
tained  any  peculiar  claim  on  him,  no  reason  cat 
be  urged  wnjr  one  should  be  preferred  and  a  rate 
able  distribution  not  made  among  all.  All  are  ii 
equal  right ;  all  should  be  equally  benefited.  Bu 
wlisn  the  assignment  is  taken,  after  the  judgment 
at  the  execution  of  the  ca,  sa.,  it  is  to  inure  to  ih 
benefit,  first  of  the  plain  tifi*,  then  of  other  jud; 
ment  creditors,  as  far  as  can  be  done  without  gir 
ing  fraudulent  preferences ;  and  afterwards  o 
other  creditors,  in  proportion  to  their  claims.  Tb 
plaintiff,  having  been  alert  in  establii>hiDg  h* 
rights,  and  obtained  a  peculiar  lien,  his  debt  oug 
to  be  first  discharged,  as  one  of  the  hiehest  grad 
Vigilantibtis  et  non  dormientibus  l^ts  mSbstrvUnL    , 

Butj  sir,  although  the  debtor  may  have  executd 
an  assignment,  and  annexed  to  it  a  schedule  of  hi 
property,  yet  he  mav  not  have  acted  faithfully ;  \ 
part  may  oe  concealed  from  the  officer,  and  tbl 
creditor  defrauded.  Hence,  it  is  provided  that^o 
the  execution  of  the  assignment  on  the  ca.  ;aJ 
bond  shall  also  be  given,  conditioned  to  appca 
and  answer  interrogatories  respecting  his  propertj 
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ttoder  the  dtrectioD  of  the  eourt,  if  it  shall  be  sup- 
posed aecessary  to  propouad  them.  In  many, 
probably  in  most  c/ses,  such  interrogatories  will 
not  he  considered  necessary,  because  it  will  be  ap- 

gireoi  that  a  faithful  surrender  has  been  made. 
at,  wherever  fraud  is  suspected,  this  provbion 
will  furnish  a  readr  mode  by  which  it  may  be  de- 
tected or  disproved.  Its  object  is  to  reach  the 
debtor  to  the  utmost  extent,  and  leave  him  no  pos- 
sible means  of  evasions,  unless  he  escape  through 
the  mediam  of  perjury,  and  dares  its  pains  and 
penalties.  He  is  to  be  freed,  Mr.  S.  repoited,  from 
the  obligation  of  immediately  discharging  his  con- 
tract, only  when  he  has  faithfully  endeavored  to 
discharge  iu  And  if,  in  any  stage  of  the  proceed- 
ing be  fails  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of 
the  aw,  or  if,  in  the  investigation,  he  shall  be 
foand  lo  have  acted  fraudulently,  the  fact  is  to  be 
recorded,  and  he  is  to  be  forever  left  without  the 
protection  which  the  law  affords  to  the  honest 
debtor ;  the  writ  is  to  be  executed,  and  he  is  to 
sofier  the  imprisonment  he  merits.  This  warning 
is  calculated  to  produce  caution,  circumspection, 
and  fair  dealing.  But  the  existence  of  the  fraud 
which  is  to  be  thus  punished,  is  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed but  proved.  It  must  be  established  by  trial, 
and  rest  upon  the  verdict  of  a  jury. 

I  have  thus,  Mr.  President,  exhibited  the  prin- 
cipal features  of  the  plan  I  propose.  The  remain- 
der of  the  amendment  is  auxiliary  to  the  provis- 
ions I  have  explained,  and  calculated  to  sustain 
the  positions  I  have  assumed  in  the  argument; 
and,  although  I  profess  no  peculiar  regard  for  the 
scheiup,  and  it  may  not  meet  the  approbation  of 
the  Senate,  yet  to  me  it  seems  better  than  any 
other  yet  ofoed,  calculated  to  eflfect  the  ends  both 
of  humanity  and  justice,  and  to  approach  some- 
what nearer  to  that  phenomenon  in  legislation, 
the  perfect  liberty  of  the  person  of  the  honest 
debtor,  reconciled  with  the  strict  rights  and  just 
claims  of  the  creditor. 

There  are  some  reasons  in  favor  of  this  amend- 
ment, which  are  worthy  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate.  Its  principal  feature  is^  that  it  does  de- 
strojT  imprisonment  in  every  case,  except  that  of 
fraad  which  is  proved,  not  presumed ;  settled  by 
inal  and  judginent,  not  anticipated  before  inres- 
tigatbn.  It  goes  further,  in  this  respect,  than  any 
other,  except  the  original  bill,  which  seems  to  cast 
loose  all  restraint  upon  the  debtor,  leaves  the  cred- 
itor without  remedy,  and  makes  the  enforcement 
of  contracts  a  matter  not  of  compulsion  but  of 
choice.  Under  this  amendment,  no  honest  man 
can  be  imprisoned ;  none  but  he  who  rduses  to 
pay  bis  debts  while  he  has  the  power. 

It  also  leaves  all  our  writs  as  they  now  are,  and 
only  changes,  in  some  respects,  the  modes  of  exe- 
cntiQg  them;  and,  although  the  eloquent  member 
irom  Virginia  has  found  so  much  to  eensnre,  in 
attachment  to  well  known  usages  and  instances, 
and  supposes  an  unwillingness  to  change  radically 
oar  system  of  judgments  and  executions,  arising 
from  bigotry  of  feeling  and  the  remains  of  devo- 
tion to  the  maxims  of  ancient  tyranny,  yet  I  for 
ooe  am  willing  to  b^r  the  imputation,  rather  than 
encounter  the  consequences  ot  the  course  he  pro- 
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It  may,  sir,  be  devotion  to  ancient  maxinu, 
ut  they  are  maxims  connected  intimately  with 
the  very  objects  for  which  civil  society  was  form- 
ed— ^maxims  which  compel  faithfulness  betweeii 
citizen  and  citizen,  which  will  sustain  honesty 
and  repress  fraud.  It  may,  sir,  be  bigotry,  but  it 
is  that  species  of  bigotry  which  rigorously  enforces 
the  obligations  of  duty  and  the  demands  of  justice. 
The  preservation  of  our  present  process  will  lead 
to  these  results,  and  save  us  from  uncertainty  aad 
confusion.  Wherever  in  society,  especially  m  the 
administration  of  law,  there  is  a  well  known 
course  of  practice,  it  should  remain  unaltered,  un- 
less the  benefits  of  a  change  are  palpable  and  suit. 
At  present  the  court,  the  bar,  every  intelligent 
member  of  society,  understands  the  detaik  and 
operation  of  your  system ;  and  if  you  can  eflSecC 
the  great  purpose  you  have  in  view,  leaving 
those  details  essentially  unchanged,  you  accom- 
plish much  for  the  peace  and  order  of  society. 
You  do  this  especially  in  the  ease  for  which  you 
are  legislating.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  onr 
Union  is  composed  of  twenty-four  independent 
Republics,  each  of  which  has  peculiar  and  favot ite 
modes  of  proceeding,  and  each  of  which  is  to  he, 
in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  reached  and  affected  by 
your  decision.  Innumereble  diversities  exist  ia 
every  part  of  their  practice,  from  the  commenoe- 
ment  to  the  end  of  the  suit ;  and  no  man  is  leamcni 
or  wise  enough  to  calculate  the  extent  to  which 
any  change  you  may  make  will  injuriously  act 
upon  them.  Will  you  not,  ought  you  not,  to  be 
caotious  how  you  trespass  1  Is  it  not  the  dictate 
of  wisdom  that  you  do  not  innovate  without  ne- 
cessity ?  So  thought  and  acted  those  who  pre- 
ceded us  in  lej^lating  on  this  subject. 

When  the  judicial  system  of  the  United  Stata 
was  established,  the  existing  process  of  the  sevesai 
States,  though  in  many  respects  dissimilar,  was, 
by  positive  enactment,  adopted  as  the  rule  in  the 
courts  of  the  Union.  It  was  a  wise  regulatioB, 
and  should  not  be  incautioiisly  overthrown.  Yet 
such  must  be  the  efiect  of  the  bill,  and  most  of  the 
proposed  amendments.  This  fact,  Mr.  S.  added, 
furnished  the  principal  difficulty,  and  afforded  one 
reason  on  which  I  ventured  the  belief,  that  we 
should  devise  no  system  which  would  be  approved 
by  this  body.  But  it  is  not  the  only  dimculty. 
Your  courts  must  become  insolvent  courts.  In 
every  case  the  same  proceedings  must  be  had ;  the 
property  surrendered.  And  what  is  to  be  the  ope- 
ration of  a  discharge  ?  A  discharge  to-day  will 
not  be  one  to-morrow — in  the  case  of  A  will  not 
operate  in  the  case  of  B — in  Maryland  will  not  be 
conclusive  in  Delaware.  There  must  be  a  repeti- 
tion of  proceedings  as  often  as  the  defendant  is 
sued.  Would  it  not,  then,  he  better  to  leave  all 
legislation  on  this  subject  to  the  States,  where  it 
properly  belongs,  and,  by  continuing  to  adopt  their 
process,  free  the  debtor  in  your  courts  when  he  is 
freed  in  theirs,  and  then  only  1  Or  superadd,  at 
once,  to  the  insolvent  system  you  provide,  the 
bankrupt  principle  of  absolving  from  the  debt,  and 
permitting  one  discharge  to  be  pleaded  against 
every  claim?  But,  Mr.  S.  added,  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  pursue  these  difficulties.    There  was 
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a  strong  inclination  manifested  to  legislate  on  the 
■  subject,  and  his  desire  was  to  aid  in  discorering 
•the  best  mode  of  accomplishing  the  object  in  view, 
^nd  averting  the  evils  which,  he  believed,  were 
threatened  by  the  bill  and  some  of  the  amend- 
ments. The  amendment  which  he  proposed,  he 
thought,  merited  attention  for  another  reason. 
The  Federal  and  State  courts  are  now  equally 
open,  and  furnish  the  same  facilities  in  the  prose- 
•cution  of  claims.  But,  if  you  take  away  the  writ 
of  ca.  sa,  in  the  manner  proposed,  you  immediate- 
ly create  a  distinction  between  them,  a  distinction 
which  must  eventually  operate  unfavorably  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  and  to  the  Fed- 
eral courts ;  for  you  lessen  their  means  of  recover- 
ing debts,  and  drive  suitors  from  them.  Your 
system  can  aflfect  only  your  own  courts,  and  when 
a  citizen  is  about  to  sue,  he  will  inquire  where  are 
the  most  numerous  and  efficacious  means  of  at- 
taining his  purpose,  and  finding  them  in  the  State 
courts  he  will  sue  there.  He  will  not  institute  a 
suit  where  the  person  of  the  defendant  is  directly, 
and  his  property  indirectly,  free  from  control,  but 
will  seek  relief  where  both  may  be  coerced.  But, 
sir,  the  suits  of  your  Grovernment  will  be  decided 
there ;  and  while  individuals  will  escape  from  the 
pressure  of  your  law,  by  suinjg  in  other  courts, 
your  Grovernment  will  have  diminished  means  of 
recovering  its  dues.  It  will  not  only  have  one  in- 
strument less  than  the  citizen  to  compel  payment, 
but  that  very  circumstance  will  induce  the  debtor 
always  to  postpone  your  claim,  and  satisfy  first  the 
man  who  can  most  eflfectually  reach  his  comfort 
and  feelinss  as  well  as  his  purse.  Thus  the  oper- 
ation of  this  bill  will  be  upon  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  and  upon  the  claims  of  the  Grov- 
ernment. Your  courts  will  be  less  efficient — ^your 
dues  less  safe.  Tbb  result  is  avoided  by  the 
amendment.  None  of  the  present  facilities  m  the 
collection  of  debts  are  surrendered.  The  property 
can  be  secured,  the  person  controlled,  so  lozig  as 
its  control  is  necessary  for  efi*ecting  pavment 
You  lose  nothing ;  perhaps  it  may  safely  oe  said 
you  gain  something  in  the  efficiency  of  your 
system. 

This  amendment  also,  in  some  decree,  meets  the 
wishes  of  the  honorable  member  trom  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Taylor,)  in  breaking  down  that  distinction 
between  insolvency  and  bankruptcy,  to  which  he 
so  strenuously  objects.  It  applies  to  every  mem- 
ber of  the  community — to  the  farmer,  mechanic, 
manufacturer,  and  merchant — and  it  is  equally 
operative  in  every  State.  In  some  of  the  States 
the  entire  abolition  of  the  capias  must  produce 
much  inconvenience  and  injustice.  If  I  am  riffht- 
l)r  informed,  and  the  honorable  member  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Barbour)  can  correct  me  if  I  err,  in 
one  or  more  of  the  States,  real  property  is  not 
permitted  to  be  sold  for  the  payment  of  debts.  If, 
then,  you  absolve  the  person  of  the  defendant,  in 
what  way  can  you  possibly  compel  him,  who  is 
unwilling  and  dishonest,  to  satisfy  a  judgment 
against  him  ?  Your  execution  will  not  reach  his 
land,  and  you  cannot  touch  his  body,  to  induce 
him  to  surrender  it.  He  will  disregard  your  iudg- 
ment,  and  laugh  at  your  process.  Sir,  I  would  not 


permit  this  mockery ;  I  would  not  assent  to  a  prop* 
osition  which  would  suffer  syci\  dishonesty,  whid 
would  not  operate  equally  everywhere,  and  reach 
the  utmost  farthing  of  the  property,  whererer  the 
person  was  protected.  This  fact,  that,  in  a  por- 
tion of  your  Union,  the  whole  land  is  not  subjec: 
to  sale  under  execution,  is  a  sufficient  objectioD  to 
the  bill,  and  a  strong  argument  in  favor  of  the 
amendment. 

I  have  thus  given  you,  sir,  the  opinions  which 
I  entertain  on  the  subject  under  discussion,  aod 
explained  the  reasons  which  induce  me  to  prefer 
the  amendment  which  I  have  offered  to  you ;  and 
I  should  here  have  closed  my  remarks,  were  it  not 
for  the  gratuitous  and  unmerited  denunciation  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Babbocb)  of 
the  State  from  which  I  come,  on  account  of  one 
of  her  laws,  by  which,  it  is  said,  a  free  man  ha*- 
been  sold — a  denunciation  interesting  to  my  feel- 
ings, and  which  seems  to  require  some  ezpUnauon 
from  me,  as  a  Representative  of  that  State.  It 
was  not  easy,  sir,  for  me  to  perceive  the  applica- 
tion which  this  censure  had  to  the  argument,  no: 
why  the  honorable  member  should  have  thought 
it  necessary  to  wander  from  the  question,  in  o^et 
to  make  it.  But  having  been  made,  I  am  sure  I 
shall  be  indulged  with  a  pardon  for  detaining  th« 
Senate  a  few  moments  m  stating  the  character 
and  history  of  that  law,  as  far  as  I  now  recollect 
it.  It  was  passed  at  a  period  somewhat  remote. 
when  our  ideas  were  not,  perhaps,  so  definite,  and 
our  feelings  so  acute  on  such  points  as  at  present: 
a  period  when  many,  perhaps  all,  the  States,  had 
laws,  not  less  negligent  of  the  rights  of  the  citizeo. 
which  it  would  be  difficult  to  reconcile  to  our 
present  notions  of  what  is  compatible  with  lib- 
erty, or  suitable  for  freemen ;  and  which  prore 
that  New  Jersey  was  not  more  barbarous  than 
her  sisters.  Abundant  illustrations  of  this  trath 
might  be  presented,  but  I  can  take  no  pleasure  io 
recounting  them.  This  law  did  not  appl^  to 
females,  to  married  men,  to  those  who  had  fam- 
ilies dependent  upon  them.  It  operated  only  od 
unmarried  men,  without  children,  between  the 
ages  of  twenty-one  and  thirty.  It  was  produced; 
in  part,  by  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  State,  and 
rested  upon  this  principle,  that  such  men  as  I  have 
mentioned,  who  had  contracted  debts  without  the 
means  of  paying  them,  were  under  a  moral  obli- 
gation, which  it  would  not  be  injustice  to  forc« 
them  to  discharge,  even  by  personal  service,  and 
if  they  would  not  willinghr  render  that  service. 
to  compel  them.  Hence,  it  they  did  not  arrange 
the  satisfaction  of  the  debt,  the  court  was  directed 
to  dispose  of  their  labor  for  that  purpose.  Now, 
sir,  although  I  am  not  the  advocate  of  that  law. 
but  was,  in  some  measure,  the  instrument  of  it^ 
repeal,  yet  I  am  the  apologist  of  those  who  passed 
it.  Its  principle  was  sound,  the  object  to  be  ob- 
tained was  correct,  but  the  mode  of  affecting  ii 
was  more  questionable.  And  although  it  wa^ 
passed  at  the  period  mentioned,  applicable  to  the 
persons  designated,  founded  on  the  principle  stated. 
yet  it  was  seldom,  perhaps  never  executed,  until 
m  the  case  alluded  to  by  the  honorable  member,  ii 
was  enforced  upon  a  man  who  merited  ail  thai 
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thr  eoort  had  power  to  inflict.  He  was  hired  out, 
or,  if  you  pletse,  sold,  /or  a  term  of  service,  to  pay 
tbeddrtswliieh  be  had  fraudolently,  and  immor- 
ilir  contracted,  and  which  he  would  not  satisfy. 
Aodit  proved  a  nominal,  not  real  punishment — 
KHoe  small  price  was  given,  and  the  purchase 
mti  enforced.  And  yet,  after  this  mild,  and  al- 
cost  onobjeetionable  operation  of  that  law  was 
ba|ht  to  the  notice  of  the  Legislature,  it  was,  in 
le>&,Ibeliere,  than  forty-eisht  hours,  and  by  an 
scaaimoas  vote,  expunged  from  the  statute  book. 
Does,  then,  its  character  or  history  justify  peculiar 
reh'ie?  Beside,  it  is  the  principal,  if  not  only 
b:ct  spon  the  code  of  that  State.  Few  things 
cubefooBd  in  it  to  call  in  question  her  liberality 
a^d  lore  of  freedom.  I  challenge  the  production 
cf  isTstem  more  pure — ^wbere  the  duties  of  hu- 
i^sUf  are  more  sacredly  regarded,  and  the  equal 
n^t5  of  eqoal  citizens  more  thoroughly  protected. 
b  b  a  code,  sir.  fit  to  govern  that  race  ot  freemen, 
vi^  prepared  tor  themselves,  and  still  enjoy,  the 
(r^:  free  written  constitution  in  existence. 

Bq(  although  the  censure  of  the  honorable 
Q^mber  was  t»lcalated  to  give  some  pain,  it  was 
dsj  ctlcaiated  to  give  some  pleasure ;  inasmuch 
i!  It  seemed  to  be  an  ample  pledge  that  it  could 
Bo{  be  retorted,  and  that  the  State  which  he  rep- 
:«^&  had  relieved  her  statute  book  from  every 
(esoraUe  feature.  I  rejoice  if  it  be  so — for  if  I 
rfaaaber  aright,  in  the  last  revision  of  her  laws, 
nbiished  about  three  years  ago,  there  were  some 
pru7)$ioos  which  seemed  objectionable,  at  least  to 
t;xM  who  did  not  well  understand  her  situation 
tad  intersai  policy.  I  allude  to  those  provisions, 
b  which  a  freeman  convicted  of  an  inferior  crime, 
^  » inferior  tribunal,  might  be  sold— by  which 
X  freemaa  might  have  his  body  laceratea  in  the 
f|^c  streets,  not  upon  a  judicial  conviction,  be- 
J*'  2  jury ;  not  after  a  fair  and  impartial  trial, 
-<'i  after  a  sommary  proceeding,  his  guilt  being 
^ul^hed  by  the  uncorroborated  oath  of  the  in- 
J^party^bv  which  a  freeman,  married  or  un- 
^'jied,  who  nad  not  visibly  a  regular  and  honest 
^  of  obtaining  a  livelihood,  might  be  appre- 
^"M  upon  warrant,  and  hired  to  personal  ser- 
^^i^  which  the  time  and  services  of  a  freeman 
H^i  be  sold  to  satisfy  the  taxes  due  to  the  Gov- 
(^aeaL*  And  these  may  have  been  repealed — 
'^  i'  not  repealed,  can  be  amply  explained  and 
^i&ed,  el^  surely,  would  not  the  honorable 
^^l^r  have  ventured  the  picture  which  he  pre- 
^'^^  of  the  tyranny  and  barbarity  exercised  in 
*Kiber  State.  But,  sir,  whether  repealed  or  jus- 
'-^^j  is  of  little  moment  in  the  decision  of  the 
f'^ioD  before  the  Senate,  and  I  submit  to  its 
^^^or  the  eznlanation  given  of 'the  law  of  New 
''r^.  as  well  as  the  amendment  to  the  bill  upon 
f-JraUe. 

Hhea  Mr.  S.  had  concluded — 

^^^  Barbour  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to 

'ThHe  aiaiatory  provitions  are  not  alluded  to  for 
'"f  ^r^om  of  fritening  peculiar  censure  on  that 
^ue— for  the  reasons  on  which  they  were  founded 
^7  not  be  understood ;  and  no  State  has  been  always 
b^toe,  jut,  «aa  equal  in  its  laws. 


Mr.  S.  on  one  or  two  incidental  points  touched  by 
the  latter. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  followed,  at  some 
length,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Soutbaro,  and  in  support 
of  his  own  substitute,  which  he  thought  preferable, 
in  principle  and  practice,  to  that  offered  by  Mr.  S. 
The  amendment  of  Mr.  S.,  he  argued,  began  where 
it  ought  to  end ;  it  commenced  with  bankruptcy, 
instead  of  ending  with  it — and  a  debtor,  under 
such  a  law,  would  in  the  outset  be  compelled  to 
choose  between  bankruptcy  and  a  prison.  Mr.  T. 
took  an  excursive  view  of  the  common  law,  citing 
several  of  its  ancient  absurdities  and  its  anoma- 
lous principles^  to  show  that  it  was  an  unfit  guide 
in  legislating  for  this  country,  and  the  present  age. 
He  also  added  some  remarks  in  further  support  of 
the  justice  and  expediency  of  the  abolishment  of 
imprisonment  for  debt. 

After  a  few  explanatory  observations,  between 
Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina^  and  Mr.  Taylor, 
of  Virginia,  touchinc^  the  merits  of  the  common 
law,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  South ARO  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Tuesday,  January  21. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  Seth  Knowles,  of  Charlestown,  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  praying  debentures  on  a 
quantity  of  rum  exported.  The  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the  [)eti- 
tion  of  Susan  W,  Eakin^  widow  of  the  late  Lieu- 
tenant Samuel  A.  Eakin,  of  the  United  States 
Navy,  deceased,  praying  some  provision  by  law  for 
her  support.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs. 

The  President  also  communicated  a  memorial 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana, 
praying  a  different  or^nization  of  the  United 
States  court  for  the  said  State.  The  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,,  presented  the 
memorial  of  a  number  of  the  Banks  of  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina,  and  others,  representing  the 
expediency  of  certain  alterations  in  the  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Hodgdon  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Buel  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  F.  Hooker  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  treat  with  the  Chippewa  Indians  for  the  pur- 
chase of  certain  lands  on  the  south  side  of  Lake 
Superior,  supposed  to  contain  valuable  mines  of 
copper;  and  the  bill  was  twice  read,  by  unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr.  Benton  also  laid  before  the  Senate  a  coin- 
munication  from  Governor  Cass,  detailing  certain 
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information  io  relation  to  the  said  subject,  which 
was  read. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  s<ame  committee,  to 
which  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  the  lead  mine  and  salt  spring  lands  belong- 
ine  to  the  United  States,  to  be  exposed  to  public 
sale ;  and  the  bill  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous 
consent. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported a  bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  office 
in  the  State  of  Missouri;  and  the  bill  was  twice 
read,  by  unanimous  consent. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  benefit 
of  George  Shannon ;  and,  on  motion,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  dav  for,  Friday  next. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  seven- 
teenth instant,  transmitting  copies  of  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  Convention  concluded  at  St.  Peters- 
burg, on  the  12th  of  July,  1822,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

William  Kelly,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  to  fill  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  John 
Walker,  produced  his  credential,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  purchase  of  a  number  of  copies  of  the  sixth 
volume  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States ;  and 
the  same  having  been  amended,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  was  taken  up  to  release  Amos  Muzzy 
and  Benjamin  White  from  imprisonment,  the 
former  beine  confined  imder  a  judgment  against 
him  for  deialcation  in  the  payment  of  moneys 
received  by  him,  as  postmaster,  at  Sangerfield, 
New  York,  and  W^hite  being  confined  under  a 
judgment  against  him  as  the  security  of  Muzzy. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  this 
bill  had  been  referred^  recommended  the  rejection 
of  the  bill ;  and  now  it  being  moved  by  Mr.  Mills 
to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely,  it  was  so  post- 
poned, and  of  course  rejected. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
"  in  addition  to  the  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act 
to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  and 
to  punish  the  crime  of  piracy,"  passed  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Alabama  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  quarter  sections 
of  land,  also  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  regulate 
the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
certain  British  colonial  ports ;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  from  the  other 
House,  **  concerning  the  disbursements  of  public 


moneys,"  and,  after  some  explanation  by  Mr.  Low 
RiE,  of  the  amendments  reported  by  the  Comnm- 
tee  of  Finance  to  the  bill,  (giving  a  discretioo,  in 
certain  cases,  to  the  Heads  of  the  Departmeats 
only,  as  heretofore  particularly  stated,)  theamedj 
ments  were  agreea  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to^ 
third  reading. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  Senate  then  again  resumed,  in  Committef 
of  the  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  abol 
ish  imprisonment  for  debt. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  ofiered  his  views  of  the  pra 
positions  before  the  Senate,  and  his  reasons  foi 
being  opposed  to  the  broad  measure  originailj 
proposed,  vet  in  faror  of  a  modified  system  ofei 
emption  trom  imprisonment  for  debt.  He 
eluded  by  moving  that  the  bill  and  amendmeuts 
referred  to  a  select  committee  of  seven  membe 
that  they  might,  having  heard  the  various  vie 
offered  by  gentlemen,  endeavor  to  frame,  from  tb< 
difi*erent  substitutes  which  had  been  proposed,  sue) 
a  bill  as  would  meet  the  concurrence  ol  a  majoritj 
of  the  Senate. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  Messrs.  Vii 
Dtke,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Van  BuRENjSocTB 
ARD,  Mills,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  and  Smith  o 
South  Carolina,  were  appointed  the  committee 


Wbdnesday,  January  22. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  Coo 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  refeire 
the  petition  of  John  L.  Wilson,  and  others,  re 
ported  a  bill  to  divide  the  State  of  South  Ctroiia 
into  two  judicial  districts.  The  bill  was  read  ao 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Smith  also  presented  the  petition  of  Eliii 
Hall  Bay,  and  others,  praying  for  a  confirmaiii 
of  certain  land  titles  in  the  State  of  Lcuisia 
The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Co 
mittee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Lowrie,  from  the  Committee  of  Fioa 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition 
Stephen  T.  Northam  and  others,  of  Rhode  Isia 
(who  pray  the  remission  of  part  of  the  amo 
paid  the  Government,  for  a  license  to  distil  moi 
see,  in  consequence  of  an  inundation  by  which 
lar^  quantity  of  the  article  was  destrojred,  a 
thmr  distillery  consequently  suspended  for  a  poi 
tion  of  the  time  for  which  they  had  taken  out  1 
cense ;)  and  the  report  was  read. 


Thursday,  January  23. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from 
Presideht  of  the  United  States  : 

In  compliance  with  t  reiolution  of  December  l^i 
1822,  requettiDg  that  the  President  would  caote  to 
laid  before  the  Benate,  a  statement,  exhibittog 
amount,  in  aggregate,  of  goods,  wares,  and  naeitb 
dise,  exported  firom  the  United  States  to  France, 
imported  from  thence,  in  each  year,  from  aoU  aft«rtt> 
year  1814  to  the  year  1820,  discriminating,  in  iben 
ports,  between  the  articles  of  the  growth,  prodoc(>< 
manufacture  of  the  United  States,  and  those  of  b> 
eign  countries ;  and,  also,  stating  the  natiooai  cbi 
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ncter  of  the  vestels  ia  which  luch  ezporU  tad  im- 
port have  been  mtde ;  I  traDimit  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treuury,  which  contains  the  infor- 
mation desired. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
JisuAKT  S3,  1823. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  report  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

The  foUowing  Message  was  also  received  from 
the  President  of  tbb  UNiTsn  States  : 

In  carrying  fally  into  e&ct  the  intention  of  Con- 
gren  in  making  an  appropriation  of  five  thousand  dol- 
Urff  bj  the  act  of  the  14th  April,  1880,  for  the  survey 
of  the  Ohio  and  the  Mississippi  rivers,  from  the  Ra- 
pdi  of  the  Ohio,  at  Louisville,  to  the  Baliie,  for  the 
porpoie  of  facilitating  and  ascertaining  the  most  prac- 
ticable route  of  improving  the  navigation  of  thete 
nna,  orders  were  given,  thsough  the  proper  depart- 
aent,  to  the  Board  of  Engineers,  to  examine  and  sur- 
Tey  the  laid  rivers,  with  reference  to  those  objects, 
and  to  report  their  opinion  thereon  ;  which  they  have 
done,  and  which  report  I  now  communicate  for  the 
information  of  OongreM* 

JAMES  MONROE. 

JiirriiT  33,  1838. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  report  were 
read. 

Mr.  Chandler  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Merrill,  prayinff  compensation  for  his  services  dur- 
ing the  Revolutionary  war.  The  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mi.  Barton  submitted  the  foUowing  motion  for 
coosideratioo : 

liaahed,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  in- 
fracted to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  to  enable  the  Preaident  of  the  United 
8ta(BB  to  extiivniah  the  Indian  title  to  the  tract  of 
country  on  the  south  side  of  Missouri  river,  between 
Ike  western  boundary  of  the  State  of  Missouri  and 
the  Ottge  line,  which  runs  from  Fort  Claik  to  the 
Arkaneas,  or  to  so  much  thersof  as  the  tribes  claiming 
it  may  be  disposed  to  aeli. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  submitted  the  ibllowing 
motion  for  consideration : 

^aohedj  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Poit  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  oz- 
pedtency  of  authorizing  the  principal  mail  firom  Wash- 
iaston,  eastward,  to  be  conveyed  in  steamboats,  where 
*ttch  conveyance  is  practicable,  for  the  same  rates  of 
postage  ss  are  allowed  for  such  conveyance,  by  land. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill 
entitled  ^'An  act  for  layinz  out  and  making  a  road 
from  the  Lower  Rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie 
to  the  western  boundary  of  the  Connecticut  West- 
ern Reserre,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  agreeably  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown,"  reported 
the  same,  without  amendment,  which  was  read. 

The  bill  entitled  *^An  act  in  addition  to  *An  act 
to  continue  in  force  'An  act  to  protect  the  com- 
merce  of  the  United  States,  and  to  punish  the 
crime  of  piracy,'  and,  also,  to  make  further  provi- 
sion for  punishing  the  crime  of  piracy,"  was  read 
i  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  dis- 


bursement of  public  money,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  as  amenaed,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama the  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  quarter 
sections  of  land,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committtee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
which  was  referred  the  resolution  instructing  them 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the 
final  settlement  of  the  militia  claims  of  the  State 
of  Georgia  for  services  rendered,  under  orders  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  during  the 
years  1792,-'93,  and  '94 ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Williams,  of  Tennessee,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  John  McAllister,  of  Alabama,  praying 
the  confirmation  of  his  title  to  a  tract  of  land. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Archibald  F.  Macneili,  of 
North  Carolina ;  and 

Mr.  Macon  made  the  ibllowing  motion : 

Btmhtd,  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  on  the  petition  of  Archibald  F.  Macneili,  be 
recommitted  to  the  same  committee,  with  instrnctioaa 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  him  time 
to  pay  the  sum  due  the  United  States : 

Which  motion  was  rejected ;  and.  in  concur- 
rence with  the  report,  resolved,  that  tne  prayer  of 
the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  which  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Stephen  T.  Northam,  and 
others,  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island ;  and,  in  con- 
currence therewith,  resolved,  tha  t  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  bill  to  divide  the  State  of  South  Carolina 
into  two  judicial  districts,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

Mr.  Eaton  gave  notice,  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  regulate 
the  collecting  of  debts  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  purchase  of  a  number  of  the  copies  of  the  sixth 
volume  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States ;  and, 
the  same  having  been  amended,  it  was  reported  to 
the  House  accordingly ;  and,  tne  amendment  be- 
ing concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Samuel  Walker,  and  others ;  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  further  to 
regulate  the  entry  of  merchandise  imported  into 
the  United  States  from  any  adjacent  territory," 
together  with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
the  Committee  on  Finance;  and,  the  amendment 
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being  agreed  to,  on  motion,  the  farther  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  make  perpetual  an  act  passed  the  third  day 
of  March,  1817,  entitled  'An  act  to  continue  in 
force  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  further  to  provide 
for  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage, pased  third  day  of  March,  1815,  and  for 
other  fnirposes  f  and,  on  motion,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  enable  the 
holders  of  French,  British,  and  Spanish  titles  to 
kind,  within  the  State  of  Louisiana,  which  have 
not  neen  recognised  as  ralid  by  the  GrOTemment 
of  the  United  States,  to  institute  proceedings  to 
try  the  validity  thereof,  and  for  other  purposes ; 
and,  on  motion,  the  further  consideration  tnereof 
was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  oeirs  of  Joseph  Wilcox ;  and,  the  bill  bar- 
ing been  amended  by  filling  the  blank  with  "  400,*' 
it  was  reported  to  the  House  aecordinglv;  and, 
the  amendment  being  concurred  in,  the  mil  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
James  McClung,  deceased ;  and,  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed  thereto,  it  was  reported  to 
the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  amend  "An 
act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land  in 
the  Territory  of  Florida,"  approved  the  8th  of 
Mav,  1822 ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on  the 
Ubie. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act, 
passed  the  18th  April,  1806^  as  limits  the  price  of 
certain  lands  in  the  State  of  Tennessee.  The  bUl 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  an  addi- 
tional judge  for  the  Michigan  Territory,  and  for 
other  purposes ;''  and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Samuel  Hodgdon ;  and,  no  amendment  hav- 
ing been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  rdief 
of  Samuel  Buel;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
an  additional  land  o£&ce  in  the  State  of  Missouri; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Wednesday  next. 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Samuel  F.  Hooker ;  and,  no  amendment  hav- 
ing been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
tiurd  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  enable  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  treat  with  the 
Chippewa  Indians  for  the  ourchase  of  certain 
lands  on  the  south  side  of  Lake  Superior,  sup- 
posed to  contain  valuable  mines  of  copper ;  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resomed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coosidermticm  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to  cause  the 
lead  mine  and  salt  sprins  lands  to  be  exposed  to 
public  sale ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereot 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  dar 
for,  Wednesday  next. 

CARVER'S  GRANT. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  PnUic 
Lands,  made  the  following  report,  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed : 

Tha  Committee  on  Public  Lsnds,  to  whom  was  re- 
finred  the  petition  of  Samuel  flarrisoD,  agent  for  the 
hein  of  Captain  Jonathan  Carver,  praying  for  the  rec-  : 
ognition  and  confirmation  of  an  Intuan  deed  for  a  large  j 
tract  of  land  near  St.  Anthony's  Palls,  on  the  Missis- 
sippi; and  also  the  peCitkmof  the  Rev.  Samael  Peterf. 
LL.  D.,  who  claims  said  tract  of  land  as  aarignee  of 
the  hein  of  said  Captain  Carver,  and  prays  that  be 
may  be  permitted  to  take  posasaaion  of  the  aame. 
report: 

The  petitionerB  state  that  Captain  Jonathan  Carver. 
in  the  year  1766,  look  a  long  tonr  among  the  IndisjQ 
tribea,  two  hundred  miles  west  of  the  lalk  of  St.  An- 
thony, on  the  Mississippt,  and  made  important  disoor- 
eries  during  his  traveb  and  residenoe  of  two  years  and 
five  months  with  various  Indian  tribes,  which  he  caused 
to  be  printed  and  publiriied  in  London  in  1773. 

That,  by  his  conciliatory  manners,  he  gained  the 
good  will  of  the  Indian  tribes,  and  became  the  peace- 
maker  between  two  large  nations  who  were  at  wax ; 
and,  to  reward  him  for  his  wisdom  and  friendly  inter- 
position, the  Sachems  of  the  Nando  wissies  were  pleased 
to  grant,  and  aooordingly  gave  to  him  and  his  heirs,  « 
deed  for  a  tract  of  land,  therein  specially  described, 
dated  at  the  Great  Cave,  May  the  1st,  1767.  That 
the  chiefs  of  said  tribe  made  him  a  chief  of  their  tribe 
on  the  same  day,  and  he  then  engaged  to  return  and 
aettle  in  said  territory  with  his  family  and  connexions. 
(An  alleged  copy  of  said  deed  is  inserted  in  the  first- 
mentioned  petition.)  That  Captain  Jonathan  Carver 
afterwards  returned  to  Boston,  and  sailed  for  London^ 
where  he  arrived  in  the  year  1769,  and  soon  aAer  laid 
his  deed  before  the  British  Government,  praying  for 
the  confirmation  of  it,  and  received  for  answer,  that  it 
should  be  confirmed  as  soon  as  the  history  of  Iris  trav- 
els wss  printed  snd  published.  But,  in  consequence 
of  the  misuuderstanding  which  eiisted  between  Great 
Britain  and  America,  the  ratification  of  the  deed  was 
•uspended.  That  Captain  J.  Carver  died  in  London, 
January  the  Slst,  1780,  leaving  a  numerous  progeny  ; 
and,  by   the   establishment  of  the  independence  of 
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Aoenca,  the  right  to  grmtify  Indian  grants  deToivad 
opoa  the  GoTerameDt  of  the  United  States. 

Tbe  Rev.  Samiiel  Peters  in  his  petition  farther  states 
ibt  Ufdt  the  present  Emperor  of  the  Sioux,  and  Nai§' 
dbtctmet,  and  JRedwing,  a  Sachem,  the  heirs  and  sue- 
rman  of  the  two  grand  chiefs  who  signed  the  said 
kii  to  Captain  Carverp  have  given  satisfactorv  and 
pktive  proof  that  they  allowed  their  ancestors  deed 
:i>  be  KCDQine,  good,  and  valid,  and  that  Captain  Car- 
ter*! bctrs  sod  assigns  are  the  owners  of  said  territory, 
asd  mij  occupy  it  free  of  all  molestation. 

Tbe  eofflmifttee  have  examined  and  conaidered  the 
daia  thus  exhibited  by  the  petitioners,  and  remark, 
ibi  the  original  deed  is  not  produced,  nor  any  eom- 
pctat  legal  evidence  offered  of  its  execution ;  nor  is 
that  mj  proof  that  the  persons  who  it  is  alleged  made 
UxM  were  the  chiefs  of  said  tribe,  nor  that  (if  chiefs) 
^j  bed  anthority  to  grant  and  give  away  the  land 
sebofing  to  their  tribe.  The  paper  annexed  to  the 
fetitioQ  ts  a  copy  of  said  deed  has  no  subscribing  wit- 
Kses.  and  it  would  seem  impossible,  at  this  remote 
poiod,  to  ascertain  the  important  fact  that  the  persons 
•^  signed  the  deed  compr^ended  and  unaerstood 
ie  nuaaing  and  efiect  of  their  act. 

Tbe  want  of  proof  as  to  these  &cts  would  interpose 

A  ihe  way  of  the  claimants  insuperable  difficulties. 

Bvt,  n  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  claim  is  not 

<«£btt  tbe  United  Statea  are  under  any  obligation  to 

lijcv,  even  if  the  deed  were  proved  in  legal  form. 

Tftr  British  Government,  before  the  time  when  the 

ij^gnl  deed  beara  date,  had  deemed  it  prudent  and 

3co(»aiy,  for  the  preservation  of  peace  with  the  Indian 

'2i)u  under  their  sovereignty,  protection,  and  domin- 

ac,  to  prevent  Britiah  subjects  from  purchasing  lands 

^  the  Indiana ;  and  thia  rule  of  policy  waa  made 

leova  and  enforced  by  the  proclamation  of  tbe  King 

:^' Great  Britain  of  the  7th  October,  1763,  which  con- 

>  uiai  aa  express  prohibition.     Captain  Carver,  aware 

'  fi  tbe  law,  and  knowing  that  such  a  contract  could 

^t  Test  the  legal  title  in  him,  applied  to  the  British 

ijnernaient  to  ratify  and  confirm  the  Indian  grant ; 

t^  ibongh  it  waa  competent  for  that  Government  then 

w  oonfina  the  grant,  and  vest  the  title  of  said  land  in 

^.;ct,  from  some  cause,  that  Government  did  not 

'■s^  proper  to  do  so.    The  territoiy  has  since  become 

^  pnpexty  of  the  United  Sutes^  and  an  Indian 

losd  vn  good  agatnat  the  British  Government  would 

■Fpni  to  be  not  binding  upon  the   United  Sutes' 

^iofcnuaenu     What  benefit  tbe  British  Government 

'•nicil  froBD  the  services  of  Captain  Carver,  by  his 

■^m\»  uid  residence  among  the  Indians,  that  Govern- 

^nt  t]ofle  could  determine,  and  alone  could  judge 

*iut  reoiaoeration  those  services  deserved.    One  fact 

>??cvf  from  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Peters  in  his  state- 

^t  in  writing  among  the  papers  exhibited,'  namely, 

'^'Uie  British  Government  did  give  Captain  Carver 

'^tum  of  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy- 

^upoondf  nx  shillings  and  eigbt  pence  sterling,  d^c. 

>  ^  ihe  United  States,  however,  Captain  Carver  ren* 
orrrd  no  service  which  could  be  assumed  aa  an  equi- 
'xiie  potmd  for  the  support  of  the  petitioners'  claim. 

The  committee  being  of  opinion  that  the  United 
^%i  lie  not  bound  in  law  or  equity  to  confirm  the 
4id  alleged  Indian  grant,  recommend  the  adoption  of 

>  foUowiog  resolution : 

^^•oW,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought 
•:  to  be  granted. 

Then  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until 
--aorrow. 


•  Friday,  January  24. 

Mr.  Eaton  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  to  regulate  the  collecting  of  debts  in 
the  District  of  Colutnbia.  The  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Barbour  gave  notice,  that,  at  the  next  sit- 
ting of  the  Senate,  be  should  ask  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  providing  suitable  building  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Circuit  Court  ot  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  the  preservation  of  its 
records. 

Mr.  RuGGLES,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  in 
addition  to  the  act^  entitled  'An  act  for  the  prompt 
settlement  of  public  accounts,  and  for  the  punish- 
ment of  the  crime  of  perjury,"  reported  the  same, 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Eaton  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Reaoived,  That  the  ^Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
requested  td  inform  the  Senate,  if  any  loans  of  money 
to  any  amount,  and  for  what  purpose  the  same,  have 
been  made,  from  the  Treasuiy  to  any  individuals,  or 
banking  inatttution,  aince  the  first  day  of  January, 
1818,  and  whether  auch  loans,  so  made,  have  yet  been 
repaid,  or  in  any  manner  adequately  secured,  so  that 
the  Government  will  ultimately  be  satisfactorily  reim- 
bursed. 

Tbe  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  prepared  in  conformity  with 
the  fifth  section  of  tne  ^'Act  to  amend  the  several 
acts  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the 
Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,"  show- 
ing the  expenditure  of  the  moneys  appropriated 
for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment for  the  year  1822 ;  and  the  report  was 
read. 

The  President  communicated  the  credentials 
of  William  R.  King,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 


On  motion,  by  Mr.  Van  Dtke,  tbe  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  containing  reports 
made  under  an  act  supplementary^  to  the  several 
acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  was  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,* presented  the  pe- 
tition of  Samuel  Q^  Richardson,  and  others,  pray- 
ing compensation  for  property  lost  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States.  The  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  or  Claims. 

Mr.  Kelly  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  tbe  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  dividing  the 
State  of  Alabama  into  two  judicial  districts;  and  also 
into  the  expediency  of  removing  the  District  Court  of 
tbe  United  States,  from  Cahawbs,  to  Hontsville. 

Mr.  Southard,  from  the  Committee  on  the 

District  of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the 

bill  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank 

i  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  re- 
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ported  the  same,  with  an  amendment,*  which  was 
read. 

Mr.  Lloto,  of  Massachusetts,  gave  notice  that, 
at  the  next  sitting  of  the  Senate,  he  should  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  erection,  in  the  bu- 
rial ground  at  Washington,  of  a  monument  over 
the  tomb  of  Elbridge  uerrt,  deceased,  late  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Southard,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  for  reports  of  the  decisions  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,''  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1817. 
The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  23d  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  extinguishing  the  Indian  title  to  a  certain  tract 
of  country  on  the  south  side  of  the  Missouri  river, 
and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate,  also,  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  motion  of  the  23d  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  mail 
to  be  conveyed  in  steamboats,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act,  passed  the 
18th  April,  1806,  as  limits  the  price  of  certain  lands 
in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  to  provide  for  the 
appointment  of  an  additional  judge  for  the  Michi- 
gan Territory,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Edwards  stated  to  the  Senate,  at  some 
length,  the  reasons  which  rendered  an  additional 
judge  necessary,  to  afford  to  all  parts  of  that  Terri- 
tory the  benefits  of  a  court  of  justice. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Holmbs,  of 
Maine,  made  some  incidental  remarks  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  after  which  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barton, 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Ebenezer  Stevens,  and  others ;  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to 
the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  bene- 
fit of  Qeorffe  Shannon;  and,  on  motion,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  adjourned,  to  Monday. 


Monday,  January  27. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  called  up  the  me- 
morial of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  stating  the  pernicious  consequences 
which  haa  resulted  to  that  State  from  the  act  of 
Congress  of  1819,  providing  that  foreign  coin 
should  cease  to  be  current  in  the  United  States, ' 
and  praying  that  the  said  act  be  repealed Re-  | 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  LioJs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ciqud; 
the  public  lands  and  private  claims,  ih  the  Stste  of 
Louisiana,  to  be  immediately  surveyed ;  and  a!»o  to 
Inquire  into  the  propriety  of  granting  patents  for  all 
claims  to  lands  in  the  said  State,  which  have  been  con- 
firmed by  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  memorial  of  tbe 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  praying  certain  amendments  to  their  char- 
ter. The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Llotu,  of  Massachusetts,  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  erection,  id 
the  burial  ground  at  Washington,  of  a  monumfnt 
over  the  tomb  of  Elbridge  Uerry,  deceased,  lat>> 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States;  and  the  bil! 
was  read  twice,  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Barbour  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  providing  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  Wash- 
ington county,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  aD<i 
for  the  preservation  of  the  records  of  saidcoart; 
and  the  bill  was  read  twice,  by  unanimous  conseot 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  laid  before  the  Senate 
resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland, 
requesting  their  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress  to  use  their  best  exertions  to  procure  spch 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  ot  the  United 
States,  as  will  give  Congress  power  to  adopt  and 
execute  a  system  of  internal  improvement,  to  be 
confined  to  great  national  purposes,  with  proper 
limitations;  which  were  read,  and  laid  on  the 
table.  I 

The  PREsinENT  laid  before  the  Senate  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, transmitting  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  by  the  States  of  Maryland 
and  Virginia  to  examine  the  affairs  of  the  Poto- 
mac Company,  and  survey  the  Potomac  rim; 
which  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Cotnmiuee 
on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  presented  the  petitioo 
of  Augustus  Porter,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Nev 
York,  praying  compensation  for  losses  susuined 
during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain.  Tbe  pe- 
tition was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 


ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


Mr.  J.  also  submitted  the  following  motion  for ; 
consideration :  i 


TuBBDAY,  January  28. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  certain  act5 
for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  Territorv 
of  Michigan.''  reported  the  same,  with  an  ameod- 
ment  ^  which  was  read. 

Mr.  DiCKERsoN  presented  the  petition  of  Phebe 
Moore,  administratrix  of  Stephen  Moore,  prayiog 
compensation  for  a  vessel  owned  by  him,  taken 
possession  of  and  used  by  the  United  States,  and 
captured  by  the  enemy  during  the  late  war,  in 
consequence  thereof.  The  petition  was  read,  aD<^ 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  PREBinETiT  laid  before  the  Senate  the  me^ 
morial  of  John  R.  Williams,  and  others,  a  com- 
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mittee  of  the  freehold  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Wayoe,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  represent- 
iog  the  inexpediency  of  any  alteration  m  their 
present  local  gorerninent.  The  memorial  was 
read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Presipbht  op  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

I  traoimit,  herewith,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
(he  N«Ty,  containing  one  from  Captain  John  Rodgers, 
President  of  the  Navml  Board,  accompanied  by  a  de- 
Kiiptioo  of  the  inclined  plane,  dock,  and  fiiturea  for 
htnling  up  ahips,  and  an  eMimate  of  the  coat  and  ma- 
teriak  and  workmanship  neceaaary  for  the  completion 
of  a  dock  and  wbarrea,  propoaed  to  be  connecteid  with 
the  ijiciined  plane  constmcted  at  the  navy  yard,  Waah- 
io^n,  and  recommend  the  aame  to  the  attentive  coo- 
uderatioo  of  Congress. 

It  ia  confidently  believed  that  this  invention  com- 
bine! advantaget  ao  highly  naefol  as  to  jnatify  the  ap- 
propriation required. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  Message  and  accomminying  documents 
were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  Bubler,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Babton  presented  the  petition  of  John  Rush 
aod  Samuel  Conway,  praying  compensation  for 
Revolutionary  services.  The  petition  was  read, 
aod  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Van  Dtke,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
^An  act  to  confirm  certain  claims  to  lots  in  the 
Tillage  of  Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Dtke,  the  Committee 
OQ  Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Henry  Johnson,  of  Ohio,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  DiCKBRSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  which  the  subjects 
were  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
boildiog  a  lighthouse  at  Cape  Romain,  in  South 
Carolina,  and  placing  floating  lights  in  Delaware 
bay.  The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of 
a  number  of  copies  of  the  sixth  rolame  of  the 
Laws  of  the  United  States,  was  read  a  third  time, 
aod  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
Walker,  and  others,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
Joseph  Wilcox  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  i^al 
r^presentaiires  of  James  McClung  was  read  a 
tbird  time,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
Hodgson  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  or  Samuel  F. 
Hooker  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bbenezer 


Stevens,  and  others,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  additional  judge  for  the  Michi- 
gan Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  from  the  committee 
to  which  was  referred  a  resolution  proposing  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  or  the  United 
States,  as  it  respects  the  election  of  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  reported  the 
following  new  draught  as  a  substitute  therefor : 

Resohedi  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Repreeentativee 
of  the  Vniteli  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bledy  two4hirds  of  both  Houses  concurring.  That  the 
following  amendment  of  the  CoDttitotion  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be  propoaed  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  aev* 
oral  Statea,  which,  when  ratified  by  three-fonrtha  there- 
of, ahall  be  a  part  of  the  aaid  CoDatitntioo : 

The  Electora  of  a  Preaidettt  and  Vice  President  shall 
meet  on  the  —  day  of  —  nezl,  precedioir  the  ex- 
piration of  the  time  for  which  the  exiating  President 
may  have  been  appointed,  vote  for  a  President  and 
Vice  President,  and  make  two  lists  of  the  persona  voted 
for  to  611  each  office,  to  be  aigned  and  certified  by  them ; 
one  to  be  delivered,  aealed,  to  the  Preaident  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or,  if  there  is  no  President,  to  the  person 

exercising  the  powers  of  the  said  office,  within 

day*  thereafter,  to  be  opened  and  examined  by  him  ; 
and  if  it  shall  appear  that  no  person  has  received  the 
votes  of  a  majority  of  the  Electors  appointed,  the  Preni- 
dent  of  the  United  Slates,  or  the  person  exercising  the 
powers  of  the  said  office,  shall,  forthwith,  by  procla- 
mation and  by  notifications  to  the  Executives  of  each 
State,  pubish  the  number  of  votes  given  to  each  per- 
son as  President;  whereupon,  the  sahl  Electora  ahall 
again  meet  on  the  ■  day  of  — ,  next  succeeding 
their  first  meeting,  and  vote  for  one  of  the  two  persona 
as  President,  who  shall  have  received  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  votes  for  that  office,  at  their  firat  meeting ;  or  if 
it  should  happen  that  more  peraona  than  two  ahall  have 
received  the  greatest  number,  and  alao  an  equal  num- 
ber of  votes,  the  aaid  Electors  ahall  vote  for  one  of 
them  as  President.  The  said  Electora  shall  tranamit 
the  other  list  of  votes  for  a  President  and  Vice  Presi* 
dent,  at  their  firat  meeting,  and  alao  the  list  of  the 
votes  for  a  President  at  their  second  meeting,  if  it 
ahoald  take  place,  to  the  t^at  of  Government  of  the 
United  States,  signed  and  certified,  under  aeaf,  directed 
to  die  President  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  open  the  aaid 
Hats,  in  the  presence  of  the  Senste  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  any  person 
haa  been  duly  elected  Preaident  of  the  United  States, 
according  to  the  Constitution,  such  person  shall  be  the 
President ;  if  not,  and  it  shall  appear  that  any  person 
shall  have  received  the  greatest  nomber  and  also  a  ma- 
jority of  the  votes  of  the  said  Electora,  then  the  Sen- 
ate and  Houae  of  Representatives  ahall,  immediately, 
by  ballot,  each  member  of  both  Houses  giving  one  vote, 
proceed  to  elect  a  President  from  the  persons  duly  voted 
for  at  the  second  meeting  of  the  said  Electors.  A  ma- 
jority of  all  the  members  preaent  at  the  said  joint  meet- 
ing of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  shall 
be  necessary  to  a  choice  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  on  the  first  ballot,  after  which  a  plurality  of  the 
said  votes  shall  decide  the  election.  The  person  hav- 
ing the  greateat  number  of  votea  as  Vice  President, 
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Mr.  Eaton  stated,  at  some  length,  the  nt- 
sons  which  induced  him  to  offer  this  rcsolutioQ. 
Amongst  the  information  siyen  to  the  Seoatf, 


shall  be  the  Vice  President,  if  soch  nnmber  be  a  ma- 
jority of  the  whole  somber  of  Electors  appointed ;  and 
if  no  perM>n  shall  hsTO  sadi  majority,  then,  from  the 

two  highest  nambers  on  the  list,  the  Senate  shall  choose  |  or  to  the  Committee  of  the  Senate,  by  indiridiuls 
the  Vice  President,  as  pronded  for  by  the  Const  i-  i  jn  Alexandria,  touching  the  propriety  of  rc-chir- 
totion.  i  terine  a  bank  in  that  town,  tnere  weie  siatemeats 

I  by  a  Mr  Linn  and  a  Mr.  Morgan,  alienor  lint 

i]i7^»«o<.»Axr  T.».i«>,,r  9Q  I  loans  to  a  large  amount  had  been  made  Byib€ 

Wedsesday,  January  29.  Treasury  Dep^tmeni  to  the  Mechanic'  Bank 

The  Pbesidemt  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter  .  and  the  Franklin  Bank  of  Alexandria,  the  fimof 
from  Mr.  Cjesab  A.  Rodhet,  a  member  of  the  which  had  lost  its  credit,  and  the  latter  was  noto- 
Senate  from  the  State  of  Delaware,  resigning  his  '  riously  insolvent.  These  were  substantially  the 
seat  in  the  Senate,  in  consequence  of  his  accept-  |  facts  on  which  Mr.  £.  was  induced  to  offer  the 
ance  of  the  office  of  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  -  resolution.  He  knew  of  no  law  which  authorized 
Government  of  Buenos  Ayres ;  which  letter  being  \  such  loans,  and  presuming  that  the  public  mooey 
read,  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  ordered  i  could  not  be  loaned  out  without  the  authority  of 
that  the  President  of  the  Senate  transmit  to  the  a  law,  he  thought  it  due  to  the  officer  whose  con- 
Executive  of  the  State  of  Delaware  information  duct  was  implicated  hv  the  above  statements,  is 
of  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Rodnet.  well  as  to  his  own  fidelity  to  his  trust,  as  the  cir- 

Tbe  Pbesidbmt  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter  cnmstances  bad  come  to  his  knowledge,  to  pro- 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  !  pose  the  inc^uiry— disclaiming,  positively  and  re- 
tbe  annual  statement  of  parents  made  during  the  i  peatedlf ,  being  actuated  in  this,  or  any  other  act 
year  1^22,  in  discharge  oi  miscellaneous  claims ;  |  of  his,  in  this  body,  by  personal  feelings  or  coo- 
of  contracts  relative  to  lighthouses,  &c. ;  of  pur^   siderations. 

chases  and  contracts  by  collectors  of  the  revenue  Mr.  Lowrie,  of  Pennsylvania,  suggested  to  the 
during  1821 ;  and  the  expenditures  on  account  of '  mover  the  propriety  of  extending  the  inquiry  back 
sick  and  disabled  seamen.  |  to  the  year  1800,  to  asceruin  mat  had  been  the 

Mr.  Barton  presented  the  petition  of  Taylor  I  practice  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  its  bank 
Berry,  praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  to  surren-  deposites  and  their  transfer ;  for,  although  he  would 
der  bis  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  in  Missouri,  derived  .  not  dispute  about  terms,  the  proper  designation  of 
from  the  United  States,  but  contested  at  law,  and  !  what  were  by  Mr.  E.  called  loans,  was  nothiDg 
that  he  may  enter  an  equal  quantity  of  land,  which  more  nor  less  than  deposites,  made  from  time  to 
will  be  free  from  litigation.  The  petition  was  read,  |  time  by  the  Treasury  in  different  banb,  as  its 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.      I  own  convenience  or  other  circumstances  migbt 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives  ;  require.  He  would  prefer  that  the  resoloiion 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  '  should  be  so  framed  as  that  the  practice  of  the 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  better  organization  '  Treasury,  in  regard  to  transfers  of  deposites,  should 
of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  within  ;  be  disclosed  back  to  the  year  1800. 
the  State  of  Louisiana ; "  in  which  bill  they  re- '  Mr.  Eaton  suteequently  consented  so  to  alter 
quest  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  the  resolution. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland,  Elliott,  Holmes 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  ,  of  Maine,  and  Lloto  of  Maryland,  each  offered 
wnich  was  referred  the  petition  of  Samuel  Harri-  some  remarks,  in  part,  as  to  the  supposed  practice 
son,  agent  for  the  heirs  of  Captain  Jonathan  Car-  '  of  the  Treasury,  in  relation  to  such  matters,  bnt 
ver,  praying  for  the  recognition  and  confirmation  principally  to  express  their  regret  that  Mr.  E. 
of  an  Indian  deed  for  a  larffe  tract  of  land  near  should  have  accompatiied  the  resolution,  which 
St.  Anthony's  Falls,  on  the  Mississippi;  and,  also,  i  no  one  would  have  objected  to,  with  an  exhibition 
the  petition  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Peters,  LL.  D.,  '  of  the  ex  parte  and  perhaps  sinister  statements  of 
who  claims  said  tract  of  land  as  assignee  of  the  individuals,  and  with  any  comments  on  them  at 
heirs  of  said  Captain  Carver,  and  prajrs  that  he     ' ' 


mav  be  permitted  to  take  possession  ot  the  same ; 
ana,  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved,  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

TREASURY  LOANS. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  following  resolution, 
offered  on  Friday  last  by  Mr.  Eaton  of  Tennessee: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
requested  to  inform  the  Senate  if  any  loans  of  money, 
to  any  amount,  and  for  what  purpose,  have  been 
made  from  the  Treasury  to  any  individuals  or  banking 
institution,  since  the  Ist  day  of  January,  1818,  and 
whether  such  loans,  so  made,  have  yet  been  repaid, 
or  in  any  manner  adequately  secured,  so  that  the 
Government  may  and  will  ultimately  be  satisfactorily 
reimbursed. 


this  stage  of  inquiry,  all  calculated  to  make  in- 
jurious impressions  which  might  turn  out  to  be 
unfounded. 

Mr.  Macon  desiring,  as  the  subject  was  brought 
up,  of  which,  however,  he  was  entirely  igaoraott 
that  the  whole  history  of  the  practice  of  the  Trea- 
sury in  regard  to  this  kind  of  business  should  be 
made  known  from  the  commencement  of  the  Gor- 
ernment,  moved  that  the  resolution  be  so  amended 
as  to  extend  the  inquiry  back  to  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1789.  This  modification  was  agreed  to 
by  the  Senate,  and  then  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

GEORGIA  MILITIA  CLAIMS. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs  on  the  subject  of  the 
claims  of  the  State  of  Georgia  for  militia  ser- 
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vices,  rendered  under  orders  of  the  President  of 
the  Uaiied  States  during^  the  ^ears  1792,  '3,  and 
'4,  which  report  concludes  with  a  resolution  to 
instruct  the  Military  Committee  to  report  a  bill 
appropriating  9^2^)^^^  ^t  iti  full  discharge  of 
the  militia  claims  of  Georgia. 

On  the  question  of  agreeing  to  this  resolution, 
a  debate  arose,  which  contmued  nearly  three 
hours,  in  which  Messrs.  Ware,  Elliott,  Uhand- 
LER,  Rdogles,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Lowrie,  Wil- 
liams of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and 
Barton,  engaged — the  two  first  named  gentle- 
raeo  entering  into  it  most  extensively  in  support 
of  the  claim. 

Mr.  Ware,  of  Georgia,  delivered  the  following 
remarlu: 

The  subject  presented  by  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee Dotonlv  involves  principles  of  primary  im- 
portance, but  IS  one  of  feeling  and  interest  to  that 
section  of  the  country  whence  I  come.  The  par- 
ties in  interest,  through  the  Legislature  of  Greorgia, 
have  memorialized  Congress  in  strong  but  respect- 
fal  language,  and  to  you  they  confidently  Iooe  fof 
that  justice,  which,  heretofore,  has  been  withheld 
from  them. 

Id  reoturing,  sir,  to  ur^e  upon  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate  a  recognition  of  the  claim  of  Geor- 
gia, in  behalf  of  a  portion  of  her  citizens,  for 
militia  services,  rendered  under  circumstances  of 
peculiar  danger  and  perilj  I  should,  but  for  the 
confidence  I  have  in  the  justice  and  integrity  of 
that  claim,  feel  much  embarrassment  resulting 
from  its  ancient  date.  But  believing  that  neither 
time,  nor  a  protracted  delay  of  justice,  can  impair 
the  obligation  imposed  by  duty  and  honor,  and 
that  it  can  only  be  necessary  for  an  American 
Congress  to  be  satisfied  of  the  correctness  of  a 
claim,  to  insure  the  enactment  of  a  law  making 
provision  for  it,  I  am  encouraged  to  make  an  effort 
in  sopport  of  the  appeal  made  by  that  State, 
which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent.  In 
this  attempt,  I  cannot  be  insensible  of  my  own 
inability  to  render  that  justice  to  the  subject 
which  Its  character  and  merits  emphatically  re- 
quire; and  laboring,  as  I  do,  under  the  influence 
of  much  debility,  produced  by  indisposition,  I 
should  most  certainljr  decline  an  argument,  but 
from  a  sense  of  imperious  duty. 

In  the  elucidation  of  the  subject,  I  propose  to 
consider  how  far  the  State  of  Georj^ia  was  enti- 
tled to  the  support  and  protection  of  the  General 
Government  in  all  cases  of  necessity.  To  show 
that,  at  the  period  of  time  to  which  the  report  re- 
fers, the  necessity  actually  existed:  Tnat  the 
President  of  the  United  States  invested  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  Georgia  with  discretionary  power  and 
authority  to  call  into  service  such  portions  of  the 
militia  as  the  exigency  required :  That,  under  the 
then  existing  circumstances,  the  Governor  was 
authorized  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  to  draw  into  service  such  parties  of  the 
militia  as,  in  his  discretion  and  judgment,  the 
»fety  of  the  State,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof, 
demanded;  and  that  the  services  were  actually 
performed.  If,  sir,  these  several  grounds  can  bie 
^a-^tained,  the  mind  must  be  irresistibly  led  to  the 
17th  Con.  2d  Sess^G 


conclusion  that  the  claim  is  just,  and  ought  to  be 
paid. 

In  demonstrating  the  right  to  support  and  pro- 
tection, it  can  scarcely  be  necessarv  to  point  th^ 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  Articles  of^ Confed- 
eration, which  declare,  in  so  many  words,  ^that 
*  no  State  shall  engage  in  any  war  without  the 
'  consent  of  Congress,  unless  such  State  be  actually 
'  invaded,  or  shall  have  received  advice  of  a  cer- 
'  tain  resolution  being  formed  by  some  nation  of 
'  Indians  to  invade  such  State,"  and  that  all 
charges  and  expenses  incurred  "for  the  common 
defence  or  general  welfare,  shall  be  defrayed  out 
of  a  common  Treasury."  Still  less  necessary, 
perhaps,  may  it  be  considered  for  me  to  advert  to 
the  [provision  in  the  Constitution,  giving  to  Con- 
gress the  power  of  calling  out  the  militia  in  all 
cases  of  insurrection,  invasion,  &c.,  and  to  the 
several  laws  passed  by  Congress,  under  the  gen- 
eral Constitutional  power,  investing  the  President 
with  full  and  pleuary  authority  to  call  nut  the 
militia  in  all  cases  where  the  safety  and  security 
of  a  State  rendered  the  exercise  of  such  power 
necessary.  These  are  axioms  and  principles  with 
which  the  Senate  must  be  familiar. 

Considering  Georgia,  then,  as  a  member  of  the 
Union,  she  was  entitled  to  the  support  and  pro- 
tection of  the  General  Government,  whenever  her 
rights  or  sovereignty  were  invaded,  or  likely  to  be, 
or  her  peace  and  tranouillity  disturbed  by  a  bellig- 
erent Power.  It  should,  sir,  be  recollected  that,  at 
the  period  of  time  which  gave  birth  to  the  claim 
under  consideration,  the  frontiers  of  Georgia, 
nearly  four  hundred  miles  in  extent,  were  bordered 
by  a  race  of  people  whose  ruling  and  predominant 
passion  was  war,  and  who  readily  embraced  every 
opportunity  to  satiate  a  jealous  and  revengeful 
disposition  with  the  blood  of  the  innocent.  Against 
those  savages,  who  were  numerous  and  warlike, 
the  State,  with  a  thin  population  and  limited  re- 
sources, had  to  defend  herself.  Being,  however, 
a  child  of  the  Republic,  and  having  contributed 
her  full  proportion  in  the  achievement  and  estab- 
lishment of  the  American  Independence,  she,  of 
right,  claimed  that  support  and  protection,  due 
her  as  a  member  of  the  confederation.  If,  there- 
fore^  her  situation  was  such  as  to  require  the  pro- 
tecting arm  of  the  General  Grovernment  to  shield 
her  from  immediate  or  pending  danger,  the  prin* 
ciple  for  whic.h  I  am  contending  must  be  conceded. 

Previously  however  to  inquiring  into  the  second 
division  of  the  subject,  to  wit,  that  of  necessity, 
permit  roe  to  ask,  what  are  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances under  which  this  claim  is  presented,  and 
under  which  an  appeal  is  made  to  your  magnan- 
I  imity  and  justice  ?  At  a  time  when  neither  sex 
'  nor  infancy  afforded  security  against  unprovoked 
massacre  and  slaughter,  when  the  most  harassing 
hostilities  were  carried  on  against  the  unprotected 
frontier  settlements  of  Greorgia,  under  practices  of 
Indian  barbarity  and  warfare,  calculated  to  arouse 
all  the  feelings  of  hatred  and  vengeance,  and  the 
utmost  abhorrence  and  detestation  asainst  the  au- 
thors and  perpetrators  of  such  cruelty,  the  Executive, 
with  a  becoming  vigilance  and  promptitude,  ana 
with  a  single  eye  to  the  public  weal,  communicated 
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to  the  President  the  helpless  and  exposed  situation 
of  the  frontier  settlements,  and  the  necessity  of 
prompt  and  decisive  measures.  As  a  faithful  sen- 
tmei  ne  discharged  his  duty ;  and  to  his  energjr  of 
character  and  celerity  in  movements,  Georgia  is 
indebted  for  the  preservation  of  the  lives  of  many 
of  her  citizens.  And  shall  it  now  be  contended, 
that,  after  that  State  had  relinquished  to  the 
Gkneral  Government  a  large  portion  of  the  rights 
of  self-government  and  protection;  after  having 
yielded  that  allegiance  which  was  to  be  considered 
the  sure  guarantee  of  life,  liberty,  and  property, 
that  her  humble  memorial  is  to  be  disregarded ; 
that  her  militia  are  to  go  unrequited  for  import- 
ant services  performed  under  circumstances  of  dis- 
tressing hardship,  privation,  and  danger?  No, 
sir,  this  cannot  oe !  The  principles  ot  common 
and  ordinary  justice  forbid  it — the  sacred  charter 
which  binds  us  together,  and  cements  the  bond  of 
union  and  affection,  declares  against  it ;  and  I 
will  not  believe  that  this  Senate,  justly  celebrated 
for  its  wisdom,  justice,  and  magnanimity,  will 
close  the  door  against  these  much  injured  add 
much  oppressed  claimants.  Too  lone  have  they 
been  knocking  at  the  door  of  justice ;  their  patience 
has  become  nearly  exhausted,  and  it  is  high  time 
that  yoo  should  hearken  to  their  solicitations,  and 
pat  a  period  to  their  sufferings. 

But,  sir,  permit  me  to  show  more  particularly 
the  nature  and  character  of  the  necessity  which 
induced  the  Executive  of  Georgia  to  call  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States  for  assistance.  To 
do  this,  it  becomes  necessary  to  bring  to  the  view 
of  the  Senate  the  correspondence  between  the 
Government  and  the  Secretary  of  War.  Those 
parts  of  the  correspondence  which  bear  more  im- 
mediately on  this  point,  are  the  letters  of  the  22d 
of  May,  1792,  29th  April,  1793,  and  the  8th  of 
May  following. 

The  letters,  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
clearly  show  the  hostile  disposition  of  the  Creeks 
and  Cherokees,  and  the  havoc,  carnage,  and  de- 
struction, that  marked  their  frequent  incursions 
into  the  State.  The  unprotected  situation  of  the 
frontiers  invited  aggression,  and  the  predatory  and 
sanguinary  depredations  of  a  dark  and  insidious 
enemy,  whose  track  was  to  be  traced  by  blood  and 
desolation,  cried  aloud  for  vengeance.  And,  al- 
though those  nations  did  not  rise  in  the  strength 
of  their  power,  and  penetrate  the  country  en  nia9$e, 
yet  numerous  parties  of  the  most  daring  and  fero- 
cious assailed  us  at  the  most  vulnerable  points. 
The  Executive  had  not,  therefore,  to  rely  solely 
on  the  opinion  of  others,  as  to  a  hostile  disposition 
but  he  had  before  him  many  overt  acts,  which  left 
behind  the  melancholy  evidence  of  rapacity  and 
cruelty.  I  will  not  attempt  to  portray  the  heart- 
rending scenes  of  misery  and  distress,  which  the 
unhappy  survivors  of  butchered  friends  and  con- 
nexions were  forced  to  witnesN.  Nor  indeed  can 
it  be  important  or  necessary  to  glance  at  such 
painful  occurrences,  except  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  the  strong  motives  which  influenced  the 
Gk>vernor  to  appeal  to  the  President  for  assistance. 
He  informs  the  President,  by  the  letter  already  re- 
ferred to,  that  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees  are  un- 


friendly and  hostile;  that  murders  and  other 
wronss  had  been  committed  by  them ;  that  there 
was  but  little  expectation  of  avoiding  a  general 
war  with  them ;  that  already  blood  had  been  spilt 
in  every  direction,  and  that  such  was  the  havoc 
and  carnaee  making  by  them,  that  retaliation  by 
open  war  became  the  only  resort.  Will  stronger 
or  more  conclusive  evidence,  demonstrating  the 
existence  of  necessity,  be  called  for  or  expected? 
I  presume  that  the  evidence  afforded  by  these  let- 
ters will  satisfy  the  most  sceptical  on  this  branch 
of  the  subject. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  there  exists  some  diversity 
of  opinion  as  to  the  third  proposition,  which  I 
consider  desirable,  although  not  indispensably  ne- 
cessary to  reconcile.  That  the  President  invested 
the  Governor  with  a  discretionary  power  to  call 
into  service  such  portions  of  the  militia  as  he 
might  deem  expedient  and  necessary  for  defensive 
purposes,  is  fairly  deducible  from  the  letters  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  his  Excellency.  Although 
this  inquiry  may  not  be  interesting  to  the  Senate, 
yet  I  ask  their  indulgence,  whilst  I  endeavor  tc 
lay  before  them  the  evidence  by  which  I  propose 
to  establish  the  fact.  By  the  letter  oC  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  the  Gh)vemor.  of  the  27th  October 

1792,  we  find  the  following  langua^ :  ^  That,  i 
^  the  information  which  you  may  receive,  shall  sub 

*  stantiate  clearly  any  hostile  designs  of  the  Cri^h 
*■  against  the  frontiers  of  Georgia,  you  will  bepleai^et 
'  to  take  the  most  effectual  measures  for  the  defenct 
'  thereof  as  may  be  in  your  power,  and  which  th* 
^  occasion  may  require.''  The  evidence  containtn 
in  this  letter  derives  strength  and  support  frona  th 
letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  lOih  of  June 

1793,  wherein  he  observes  "  that  the  State  o 
'  Georgia  being  invaded,  or  in  imminent  dange 
'  thereof,  the  measures  taken  by  your  Excellent 
'  may  be  considered  as  indispensable.  Yooare  th 
'  judge  of  the  degree  of  danger,  and  of  its  duration 

*  and  will  undoubtedly  proportion  the  defence  u 
^  the  exigencies."  Contemporaneously  with  th 
date  of  this  letter,  the  Secretary  of  War,  coosid 
ering  the  dangerous  situation  m  which  Georgi 
was  placed,  and  the  incursions  to  which  she  wa 
exposed,  writes  to  the  Executive  of  South  Care 
lina,  and  advises  him  that  he  is  ''  directed  by  th 
'  President  to  reauest  your  Excellency  that,  in  cas 

*  the  frontiers  oi  Georgia  should  be  seriously  ir 
<  vaded  by  large  bodies  of  hastile  Indians,  that  yo 
^  would,  upon  the  request  of  the  Governor  of  sai 

*  State,  direct  such  parties  of  militia  of  South  Cai 
'  olina  to  march  to  the  assistance  of  Georgia^  as  th 
'  case  may  require ;  for  the  expenses  of  which  th 
^  United  States  will  be  responsible." 

Will  it  be  pretended  that  the  Treasury  of  th 
United  States  shall  be  open  to  the  claims  of  th 
Sooth  Carolina  militia,  and  forever  barred  again: 
the  claims  of  the  Georgia  militia,  for  similar  ^ei 
vices  and  for  similar  purposes'?  Why  draw  a  lio 
of  demarkation,  and  exclude  the  demands  of  th 
one  and  not  those  of  the  other?  I  know  of  n 
geographical  distinctions,  in  the  rights  of  ind 
viduals  or  States,  in  our  country,  and  it  is  advers 
to  the  nature  and  principles  of  our  Govern mer 
that  there  should  be.    If,  indeed,  the  cases  be  su.^ 
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cepuUe  of  a  distinccioD,  I  would  be  ioelined  to 
mue  it  in  favor  of  that  State  which,  by  uDpropi- 
tiousdrcamstances,  became  the  immediate  theatre 
ofnr  aDd  npine.  But  in  principle,  sir,  there 
(iks  Qo  difference  nor  the  slightest  shade  of  one ; 
ill  sQchserrioes  should  be  disposed  of  according 
%  ooe  general  and  uniform  rule,  and  the  same 
3dsQre  of  justice  meted  out  to  one,  ought  to  be 
alluded  to  the  other.  Such  a  course  is  demanded 
fcr  iheCoostitution,  laws,  and  policy,  of  our  coun- 
IT  and  Gorernment.  That  such  has  been  the 
{«]r$e  is  the  case  before  you,  may  be  accounted 
koQ  the  ground  of  unavoidable  delay  in  making 
c-g: ud  forwarding  the  estimates  of  services,  pay, 
asd  Qoster  rolls,  and  to  the  circumstance  of  the 
Secr^f  of  War  haring  gone  out  of  office  before 
^  accottots  were  settled,  or  any  decision  had 

i  ibinJt  proper  to  roaark,  that,  on  the  receipt  of 
;&e  first  estimates,  the  accountant  required  expla- 
udoQs  relatiTe  to  the  claims,  and  afterwards  a 
[snidcate  from  the  GroTemor,  that  the  militia  had 
tan  called  into  serTice  for  the  defensive  protec- 
t:&  of  the  frontiers.  This  requirement  carries 
tnh  It  strong  internal  evidence  that  the  Govern- 
nta:  coosidf red  itself  bound  to  pay  the  claim, 
prided  it  had  accrued  for  militia  services  per^ 
iinaedin  defence  of  the  State;  otherwise,  such  a 
e^^miioQ  would  have  been  idle  and  nugatory. 
T^  presumption  is  corroborated  by  the  letter  of 
6c  S«reiary  of  War,  of  the  6th  of  August,  1795, 
^  ibe  Goreroor,  wherein  he  states  ''  that  the  large 
't>U(saie  of  services,  about  which  my  predecessor 

otiFted,  I  have  looked  into,  and  think  they  must 
ie^QenkUy  admitted ;"  and  in  the  following  Sep- 
fetier,  assures  the  Governor  "  that  money  for 
>Tiogthe  Georgia  militia  is  preparing  to  be  for- 
nrded." 

:  hare  thus  endeavored  to  show  that  the  Presi- 
ksUid  invest  the  Governor  with  full  and  plen- 
^  powers,  to  be  exercised  according  to  his  dis- 
i|^  in  repelling  the  Indians  and  protecting  the 
nc-srsof  the  State;  and  that  this  discretion  had 
^  iia&  Qsed  till  the  repealed  outrages  of  the 
UTa^  rendered  it  indispensably  necessary. 

^ar^the  claim  to  compensation  would  not 
*^Mircd,  if  the  evidence  aerived  from  the  let- 
^«  the  Secretary  of  War,  should  be  considered 
'^Soeni  to  prove  the  grant  of  a  diseretionary 
f^]  for,  under  the  then  existing  state-'  of 
|!^  the  Governor  was  fully  authorized,  by  the 
^tiumtioaof  the  United  States,  to  exercise  such 
v-'tciioa  as  he  considered  necessary  for  the  de- 
^J^e  protection  of  the  State.  By  the  fourth 
1^^  of  the  foorth  article  of  that  instrument,  the 
'^  States  not  only  goaranfies  to  every  State  a 
^*^a  form  of  government,  but  also  guaranties 

^-citctiott  acainst  invasion ;  and,  by  the  tenth 
1=^  of  the  first  article  of  the  same  iuktrument, 
H!pi;ffeasly  provided,  "  that  no  State  shall  en- 
^  io  any  war  unless  actually  invaded,  or  in 
K  ;siniDeni  danger  as  will  not  admit  of  delay." 
'-  '<  &ir,  if  the  circumstances  developed  by  the 
^&ce  aie  to  be  regarded,  if  the  rays  of  light 
p^ted  by  the  correspondence  are  not  shut  out 
^^  oar  understanding,  the  mind  must  be  per- 


fectly satisfied  that  the  Executive  acted  within  the 
pale  of  the  Constitution,  in  calling  out  the  militia, 
and  by  that  instrument  was  completely  sheltered 
and  protected.  Having,  therefore,  acted  in  strict 
conformity  to  the  Constitution,  and,  as  I  would 
respectfully  contend,  to  the  letter  of  instructions, 
I  cannot  perceive  any  just  reason  why  the  claim 
should  not  be  paid. 

1  apprehend  that  the  performance  of  the  services 
will  not  be  contested.  The  letters  of  the  agent 
for  supplying  the  troops  in  Georgia,  of  the  23d 
April,  1793,  and  the  30th  of  the  same  month  and 
year,  afibrd  abundant  evidence  that  he  had  caused 
rations  to  be  issued  ;  and  it  will  not  be  denied  that . 
rations  and  pay  have  been  heretofore  considered 
inseparable ;  and  most  certainly,  the  soldier  who 
is  entitled  to  the  one,  claims  the  other  as  a  matter 
of  right.  This  fact  being  conceded,  it  follows,  as 
a  necessary  consequence,  that  the  claim  is  just,  and 
should  be  paid* 

The  amount  due  for  services  is  no  longer  a  mat- 
ter of  speculative  opinion.  The  estimates  prq)ared 
and  forwarded  by  the  then  acting  agent  of  the 
War  Department  in  Georgia,  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  now  on  file,  attest  and  prove  the  precise 
amount;  and-  it  is  for  the  pavment  of  that  sum 
that  the  committee  have  maoe  a  report  in  favor 
of  the  claimants. 

But,  sir,  I  learn  that  I  have  to  combat  a  pre- 
judice resulting  from  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Attorney 
General  Lincoln,  on  the  construction  of  the  com- 
pact or  articles  of  cession  made  by  Georgia  to  the 
United  States  in  1802,  and  who,  on  that  occasion, 
aoted  as  one  of  the  United  States'  Commissioners. 

It  is  with  diffidence  and  f^rofound  respect,  that 
I  venture  to  inipoen  the  opinion  of  a  distmffuished 
jurist  on  the  legal  import  of  words^  and  the  cor- 
rect and  projier  construction  to  be  given  to  an  in- 
strument or  writing.  By  that  instrument,  the 
State  of  Georgia  **  ceded  to  the  United  States  all 
the  right,  title,  and  claim,  which  the  said  State 
has  to  the  jurisdiction  and  soil  of  the  lands  situ- 
ated within"  certain  boundaries,  upon  certain  and 
express  conditions.  The  United  States,  on  her 
part,  covenants  and  agrees  "  to  pdy  at  their  Trea- 
sury one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  to  the  State  of  Greorgia,  as  a  consideration 
for  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  said  Stata,  in  re* 
lation  to  the  2<aid  territory."  By  the  construction 
given,  Mr.  Lincoln  considers  that  the  militia 
claim  of  Georgia  formed  an  item  of  the  expenses 
which  the  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  was  intended  to  cover  and  extin- 
guish. The  true  and  legitimate  construction  can 
only  be  made  to  apply  to  such  expenses  as  had 
been  incurred  by  Georgia  as  a  State  or  Sove- 
reignty, and  those  tooasapplicableto  the  territory 
ceded.  The  present  claim  is  for  services  rendered 
in  protecting  the  frontiers  of  the  inhabited  parts 
of  the  State — it  is  an  individual  claim  for  personal 
services,  performed  under  proper  authority,  which 
it  was  not  competent  for  the  State  to  relinquish 
to  the  General  Government,  without  making  pay- 
ment herself,  or  by  virtue  of  the  authority  of  the 
claimants.  She  has  uniformly  protested  against 
all  liability,  and  it  will  not  be  pretended  that  she 


167 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


16( 


Senatb. 


Georgia  Militia  Claima. 


Janoary,  1823i 


was  authorized  to  make  a  relinquishment  of  the 
claim.  Such  a  presumption  would  be  counter- 
acted by  the  certificate  of  the  Georgia  Commis- 
sioners, who  on  a  former  occasion  stated  to  a 
committee  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  that 
the  militia  claim  was  not  embraced  in  the  articles 
of  cession.  I  trust,  therefore,  that,  in  this  view  of 
the  subject,  and  especially  after  so  great  a  lapse  of 
time,  gentlemen  will  not  expect  that  the  particular 
items  swelling  the  amount  of  expenses  to  one 
million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
are  at  hand,  and  ready  to  be  produced.  This  was 
a  proper  subject  for  the  Commissioners,  and  not 
now  properly  inquirable  into.  But,  sir,  if  it  can 
afford  any  gratification  to  honorable  gentlemen,  I 
have  it  m  my  power  to  show,  from  the  laws  of 
Georgia,  some  data  by  which  an  imperfect  judg- 
ment may  be  formed  as  to  the  expenses  to  which 
the  State  had  been  subjected.  For  a  long  series 
of  years,  that  State  had  been  driven  to  the  neces- 
sity of  frequently  calling  out  parties  of  militia,  in 
consequence  of  Indian  hostilities,  and  the  expenses 
incurred  were  doubtless  heavy  and  burdensome. 
In  the  year  1787.  the  Indians,  by  their  repeated 
acts  of  cruelty  ana  barbarity,  obliged  the  Legisla- 
ture to  pass  a  law  authorizmg  the  raisins  of  two 
reffiments,  each  to  consist  of  seven  hundred  and 
fiuy  men.  These  regiments  were  raised  for  the 
purpose  of  suppressing  Indian  violences,  and  were 
to  remain  in  service  till  peace  and  tranquillity 
were  restored.  Over  and  above  the  regular  pay, 
each  officer  and  soldier  was  to  be  entitled  to  a 
bounty  land  warrant,  to  be  located  on  the  unlo- 
cated  territory  of  the  S  tate.  The  bounty  to  the  offi- 
cers was  graduated  according  to  rank,  and  to  each 
militia  soldier  the  quantity  of  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  was  allowed.  On  the  return  of  peace, 
the  Dounty  land  warrants  were  issued,  as  well  as 
audited  certificates  of  the  amount  of  pay  due  each 
officer  and  soldier.  By  a  subsequent  law,  these 
bounty  land  warrants  and  audited  certificates  of 
outstanding  evidences  of  debt,  were  made  receiv- 
able in  payment  of  fractions  reserved  to  the  State 
in  the  first  land  lottery. 

Besides  this, -the  State  had  been  obliged  to  hold 
frequent  treaties  with  the  Indians,  commencing  as 
far  back  as  the  year  1773,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
storing peace,  fixing  on  temporary  Mundary  lines, 
and  demarking  their  hunting  ground  ;  and,  having 
some  little  experience  on  the  subject  of  Indian 
treaties,  you  can  readily  imagine  that  the  expenses 
which  the  State  had  to  sustain  were  not  inconsid- 
erable. The  statute  book  of  that  State  shows  that 
twenty  thousand  dollars  at  one  time,  and  fifteen 
thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  at  another, 
were  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  one 
of  those  treaties  into  execution.  I  cannot  believe 
that  this  inquiry  is  by  any  means  important.  I 
have  gone  into  it  solely  for  the  purpose  ol  satisfying 
some  gentlemen  who  expressed  to  me  a  desire  to 
receive  some  information  relative  to  this  part  of 
the  subject. 

When  Mr.  W.  had  concluded — 

Mr  Elliott,  of  Georgia,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows : 

Before  I  make  any  observations  in  relation  to 


the  merits  of  the  question  under  discussion,  1  wi^ 
attempt  to  remove  some  unfounded  prejudice 
which  oppose  themselves  to  an  impartial  invest^ 
gation.  That  these  militia  claims  were  not  fioaUJ 
adjusted  under  General  WASHiNOTon^a  admioi^ 
tration,  ^seems  to  have  excited  strong  suspicioi^ 
against  them.  It  is  true  they  were  not  paid  b] 
the  Administration  which  directed  the  service 
But  it  is  evident,  from  the  documents  now  in  po^ 
session  of  the  Senate,  that,  as  far  as  any  opioio 
was  expressed  upon  them,  by  that  Admin istratio 
it  was  in  favor  of  their  validity.  lu  relation 
this  subject,  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  Augu 
1795,  wrote  thus  to  the  agent  of  the  War  Depar 
men^  then  in  Georgia :  "  The  large  estimate  fi 
'  services,  about  which  my  predecessor  doubted, 
'  have  looked  into,  and  will  immediately  furth 
'  examine.  From  the  complexion  of  these  claim 
<  connected  with  the  Governor's  certificate,  whi^ 
'  I  received,  enclosed  in  your  letter  of  the  23d 
'  June,  I  am  inclined  to  think  they  must  be  gei^ 
'  rally  admitted."  And,  in  the  following  Sept 
her,  he  assured  the  Governor,  *^  that  money 
paying  the  Georgia  militia "  was  "  preparing 
oe  forwarded."  In  the  first  of  these  communic 
tions,  the  probability  of  the  admission  of  th 
claims  is  strongly  intimated;  while  in  the  la 
it  would  seem  they  were  admitted.  For  the  s 
surance  of  the  Secretary  that  money  for  the  \a 
ment  of  them  was  preparing  to  be  forwarded,  h 
pretty  clear  admission,  that  the  amount  about 
be  forwarded  was  found  to  be  due.  Yet,  sir,  th 
were  not  paid !  And  it  can  be  accounted  for  on 
on  the  grounds  suggested  by  the  agent  of  the  W 
Department,  in  his  report,  on  this  subject,  "  Th| 
^  from  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  Govei 
'  ment  at  that  time,  the  attention  of  the  Secrets 
^  at  War  was  wholly  occupied  on  other  objec 
'  and  he  left  the  Department  before  any  decisij 
'  was  made."  But  the  omission  to  settle  th 
claims  under  such  circumstances,  furnishes 
legitimate  conclusion  against  their  validity. 

Again,  it  is  objected  to  these  claims,  by 
honorable  member  from  Maine,  that,  in  point! 
fact,  they  do  not  exist ;  having  been  extinguisi 
by  the  articles  of  cession,  under  which  Ucorj 
ceded  to  the  United  States  the  territory  southwi 
and  westward  of  her  present  chartered  lim 
And  in  support  of  this  position,  a  letter  is  inl 
ducad,  written  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  one  of  the  Uni 
States'  Commissioners  on  that  occasion.  T 
letter  was  originally  addressed  to  a  committee 
the  House  of  Representati  ves,  appoin  ted  in  1803 
examine  these  claims,  and  is  printed  with  their 
port  It  will  be  necessary  to  bring  again  to 
notice  of  the  Senate  the  material  parts  of  this  | 
ter.  After  assuring  the  committee  that  he  ^ 
no  authority  to  determine  the  question  p&t  to  i 
by  their  chairman,  in  relation  to  the  claims  s 
mitted  to  their  examination,  and  that  he  could  o 
state  to  them  his  **  private  ideas  and  recoilectioc 
Mr.  Lincoln  thus  proceeds: 

"  The  expenses  incurred  by  the  State,  for  which  | 
$l,8ftO,000  is  to  be  paid  as  a  constderation,  sppesil 
me  to  be  a  description  so  extensive,  by  the  mere  fd 
of  the  terms,  as  to  include  every  species   of  ezpJ 
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which  had  been  preyioutly  incarred  by  the  same  State 
having  aoy  relation  to  the  ceded  territory,  exclaaively, 
or  to  it  in  oommon  with  what  now  conetitatea  that 
State.    I  know  of  no  principlea  of  conatrnction  which 
GBD  fio  limit  the  deacription  of  expenaea,  ezpreaaed  in 
the  treaty  of  eesaion,  aa  to  exclade  thereTrom  any 
which  were  then  conaidered,  by  either  party,  aa  charge- 
able CD  the  United  Statea  lor  the  paat  military  defen- 
live  operatiooa  of  Georgia.    Although,  in  the  aenae  of 
the  coDTontion,  *  aaid  territory  '  meana  the  ceded  ter- 
ritory, aa  diatingniahed  from  the  remaining  territory  of 
the8ute,yel,  at  the  time  of  incurring  the  said  ex- 
penaea, both  territoriea  were  conaidered  aa  undivided 
parcela  of  an  entire  whole.    And,  of  courae,  any  de- 
feDsive  operationa  in  one  part  had  relation  to  the  other, 
aa  iodaded  in  the  whole,  and  Were,  in  fact,  thus  an 
expcoae  for  the  defence  of  both.    Further,  the  $1,- 
350,000  ia  czpreasly  for  expenaea  incurred.      If  ex- 
pensea  to  this  amount  had  not  been  incurred,  at  the 
time  of  making  the  ceaalon,  exdnaively  on  account  of 
the  ceded  territory,  the  preaumption  ia  atrong  that  the 
allowance  was  not  made  merely  in  consequence  of  such 
expenaea,  but  in  eonaideration  of  those  incurred  on 
aome  common  ground.    Indeed,  I  have  no  recollection 
of  any  expenses  exduaively  on  account  of  the  ceded 
territory  having  been  atated  by  the  commiaaionera  on 
the  part  of  Georgia,  while  in  treaty  with  them.    In 
reference  to  your  other  queriea, '  whether  the  commia- 
fifonen  conaidered  the  present  claims  aatisfied  by  the 
conventioo,'  and  *  what  in  fact  were  the  particular 
expenaea  referred  to,'  in  the  above  conatrued  paasage, 
I  can  only  state  my  own  impressions." 

Mr.  Lincoln  then  ^oes  on  to  state  some  cir- 
cumstances, out  of  which  these  impressions  grew ; 
bat  ^'  not  recollecting  precisely  the  words  which 
either  party  made  use  of  on  this  occasion,"  he 
could  not  say  that  those  impressions  were  correct. 

Tbroughoat  the  whole  ol  this  communication, 
Mr.  Lincoln  asserts  nothing  positively,  but  is  im- 
pressed with  a  belief,  from  the  extensiveness  of 
the  terms  used  in  the  treaty,  viz:  ''as  a  considera- 
tion for  the  expenses  incurred  by  said  State  in  re- 
lation to  said  Territory,"  that  the  sum  paid  by  the 
United  States  must  have  been  in  satisfaction  of 
these  amoDff  other  claims  against  the  State  of 
Georgia.  Now,  the  sum  contracted  to  be  paid  to 
the  State  of  GKeorgia,  in  the  articles  of  cession,  is 
expressly  declared  to  be  for  ''expenses  incarred  by 
said  State,  in  relation  to  said  Territory."  But  the 
Srate  never  ackoowledeed  these  militia  services  as 
a  debt  against  her.  No  legislative  act  can  be  found, 
either  on  the  statute  books  of  the  State,  or  on  file, 
to  authorize  this  service.  Nor  has  the  State,  either 
d treed y  or  indirectly,  ever  assumed  to  pav  these 
claims.  These  are  the  claims  of  individuals,  tor  per- 
sonal services  rendered  to  the  United  States,  and, 
fiot  coming  under  the  general  phrase  of  "  expenses 
incurred  by  said  State,  in  relation  tosaidTemtory," 
coald  not  have  been  provided  for  by  the  contracts 
of  cession.  Mr.  Lincoln's  whole  reasoning,  then, 
resting  on  the  gratuitous  assumption  thiit  this  ser- 
vice is  a  debt  of  the  State,  is  palpably  erroneous, 
and  necessarily  conducts  to  a  deceptive  conclusion. 
But,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Lincoln's  reasoning  and 
impressions  on  the  subject,  we  have  the  positive 
and  explicit  declaration  of  all  of  the  commission- 
ers on  the  part  of  Georgia.    For,  in  the  report  to 


which  Mr.  Lincoln's  letter  is  annexed,  the  commit- 
ee  say,  "  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  Georgia 
sent  also  to  the  committee  a  certificate,  under 
their  hands,  in  which  they  explicitly  declare  that 
the  militia  services,  which  are  the  basis  of  the 
present  application,  were  not  at  all  contemplated 
as  a  part  of  the  consideration  expressed  m  the 
articles  of  cession."  Can  there  now  remain  a 
doubt,  in  the  mind  of  any  honorable  member,  in 
relation  to  the  facts  at  issue?  Here  are  three  gen- 
tlemen who  assert  positively  against  the  mere  im- 
pressions of  a  fourth  !  I  take  this  to  be  conclusive 
against  the  supposition  of  the  extinguishment  of 
these  claims,  under  the  articles  of  cession.  Hav- 
ing thus  attempted  to  remove  the  prejudices  which 
existed  against  these  claims,  I  ask  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  a  few  remarks  on  their  merits ;  and, 
that  I  may  be  the  more  distinctly  understood,  I 
submit  two  propositions,  viz : 

1st.  Militia  services  are  entitled  to  remuneration 
from  the  National  Treasury,  whenever  they  have 
been  rendered  in  obedience  to  a  call  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

2dly.  They  are  equally  entitled  to  compensa- 
tion, when  rendered  under  the  authority  of  the 
Governor  of  a  State,  provided  "  such  State  is  in- 
vaded, or  in  such  imminent  danger  as  will  not 
admit  of  dela^." 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  makes  it 
the  duty  of  the  General  Government  "  to  provide 
for  the  common  defence ;"  and  powers  commen- 
surate to  this  object  are  liberally  given  in  various 
parts  of  that  instrument.  Hence,  Congress  is  au- 
thorized "  to  raise  and  support  armies ;  to  declare 
'  war ;  to  provide  and  maintain  a  navy ;  and  to 
'  provide  for  calling  out  the  militia  to  execute  the 
'  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and 
'  repel  invasions."  But  the  Constitutional  or^an 
to  apply  this  power,  is  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  Accordingly,  since  the  year  1789,  by  a 
succession  of  acts,  have  Congress  ruUy  empowered 
the  President  to  call  into  service  such  portions  of 
the  militia,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  fron- 
iers.  and  repelling  Indian  hostilities,  as  he  should 
hink  necessary.  And,  in  the  act  of  the  2d  May, 
t  is  expressly  provided,  "  that,  whenever  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  be  invaded,  or  in  imminent  dan- 
ger of  invasion  from  any  foreign  nation  or  Indian 
tribe,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  call  forth  such  number  of  the 
militia  of  the  State  or  Statea,  most  convenient 
to  the  place  of  danger,  or  scene  of  action,  as  he 
may  judge  necessary  to  repel  such  invasion ;  and 
to  issue  his  orders  for  that  purpose,  to  such  ofli- 
cer  or  ofilcers  of  the  militia  as  he  shall  think 


)) 


proper. 

It  was  competent,  then,  for  the  President  to  di- 
rect the  defence  of  Georgia,  through  the  agency 
of  the  Governor,  whenever  he  became  convinced 
that  the  situation  of  the  State  required  the  mea- 
sure. Of  this  necessity  he  was  convinced,  by  the 
official  representations  he  received  from  the  Gov- 
ernor, and  from  the  commandants  of  the  Federal 
forces  in  Georgia,  setting  forth  the  houses  which 
were  destroyed,  the  property  plundered,  and  the 
murders  committed  in  various  parts  of  the  State. 
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These  representations,  leaving  no  room  to  doubt 
of  the  necessity  of  defensive  measures,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  did,  on  the  27th  October, 
1792,  commit  the  defence  of  Georgia  to  the  judg- 
ment and  discretion  of  the  Grovernor  of  that  State. 
[Here  the  Secretary's  letter  was  read,  giving  this 
power.]  In  this  communication,  Mr.  President, 
we  find  this  unequivocal  passage :  ^^  If  the  infor- 

*  mation  which  you  majr  receive  shall  substantiate 
'  clearly  any  hostile  designs  of  the  Creeks  against 

*  the  frontiers  of  Geoigia,  you  will  be  nleased  to 

*  take  the  most  effisctual  measures  for  tne  defence 
'  thereof  as  may  be  in  your  power,  and  which  the 
<  occasion  may  require."  Here  the  Grovemor  is 
constituted  not  only  the  judge  of  the  occasion  for 
calling  out  the  militia,  but  of  the  force  to  be  em- 
ployed. The  whole  militia  force  of  the  State  is 
placed  at  his  disposal  for  defensive  purposes,  should 
the  occasion  require  its  employment ;  and  of  ihis 
occasion  he  was  to  be  the  judge.  Accordingly,  in 
the  due  exercise  of  this  discretion,  various  detach- 
ments of  the  militia  woe  called  into  service  for 
defensive  purposes.  These  detachments  were  mus- 
tered into  service,  and  commanded  by  Federal 
officers.  They  were  supplied  with  arms,  and  re- 
ceived rations  at  the  ezpense  of  the  United  States. 
And,  as  an  indispensable  evidence  of  their  title  to 
compensation,  it  was  required  of  them  that  they 
should  exhibit  certificates  from  the  Grovernor,  set- 
ting forth  their  employment  under  his  orders,  and 
for  defensive  purposes.  In  the  employment,  then, 
of  these  militia,  1  cannot  resist  the  conclusion,  that 
the  Grovemor  of  Georgia  acted  under  the  author- 
ity, and  was  the  agent  of  the  President ;  that,  as 
such,  the  service  was  rendered  to  the  United 
States,  and  that  they  are  bound  to  make  compen- 
sation. 

But,  this  point  having  been  minutely  examined 
by  my  coUcHigue,  I  wiil  not  fiiti^e  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  by  a  further  investigation  of  it,  but 
pass  to  the  consideration  of  the  second  proposi- 
tion, viz :  militia  services  are  "  entitled  to  com- 
'  pensation  from  the  General  Government,  when 
'  rendered  under  the  authority  of  the  Grovernor  of 
'  a  State,  provided  such  State  is  invaded,  or  is  in 
'  such  imminent  danger,  as  will  not  asdmit  of 
'  delav." 

Although  the  Constitution  has  committed  ifae 
defence  of  the  country  generally  to  the  Federal 
Government,  vet,  among  the  reserved  rights  of 
the  States,  is  the  one  to  defend  themselves  tmder 
particular  emergencies.  Accordii^y,  we  find,  in 
the  last  clause  of  the  tenth  section  of  the  first  arti- 
cle of  that  instrument,  these  words :  '^  No  State 
'  shall,  without  the  consent  of  Con^ete,  lay  any 
'  duty  on  tonnage,  keep  troops  or  ships  of  war  in 
'  time  of  peace,  enter  into  any  agreement  or  com- 

*  pact  with  another  State,  or  with  a  foreign  Pow- 
'  er,  or  engage  in  war,  unless  actually  invaded,  or, 
'  in  such  imminent  danger  as  will  not  admit  of 
'  deky." 

Whenever,  therefore,  a  State  is  invaded,  or  is 
in  such  imminent  danger  thereof  as  will  not  ad- 
mit of  delay,  it  may,  constitutionallv,  defend  it- 
self. But,  sir,  what  is  the  import  or  the  phrase 
"invaded,  or  in  such  imminent  danger  as  will 


I  not  admit  of  delay  ?"  The  verb  to  invade,  fron 
which  invaded  is  derived,  signifies  to  make  a  hos- 
tile entimnce,  to  attack,  to  assaiL  The  Sui«, 
then,  which  is  entered  with  hostile  intentions,  cr 
is  attacked,  or  assailed,  is  invaded,  and,  wbeo 
seriously  threatened  with  immediate  hostility;,  is 
to  be  considered,  in  the  language  of  the  Coostim* 
tion,  in  such  imminent  danger  as  will  not  admit 
of  delay.  And  what  was  the  actual  sitaatioo  of 
Greorgia,  at  the  period  to  which  this  inquiry  is 
directed  1  On  the  29th  of  April,  1703,  the  Presi- 
dent was  informed  by  the  Grovemor  that,  "  from 
'  the  depositions  of  Benjamin  Harrison  aod  Fno- 
'  cis  Pugh,  and  the  information  of  Joseph  Dabb. 
'  there  is  little  expectation  of  avoiding  a  geoeial 
^  war  with  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  kdiaos. 
'  Blood  has  been  spilt  in  every  direction  on  the 
'  extended  frontier  of  this  State,  and  one  man 

<  killed  in  Carolina/'  And  on  the  8th  of  Mar, 
he  added,  **  such  was  the  havoc  and  carnage  1^ 
'  the  savages  in  every  direction  on  oar  froDticrs, 
'  retaliation,  by  open  war,  became  the  only  n- 
^  sort.  That  the  horrid  barbarities  eommiued, 
'  (some  recitals  of  which  were  enclosed,)  bad 
'  compelled  him  to  cause  the  additional  aid  cf 
'  six  troops  of  horse  to  be  drawn  into  serrice." 
And^  on  the  10th  of  June,  in  reply  to  this  com- 
munication, the  Secretary  of  War  said  to  the  Got- 
emor,  ^The  State  of  Georgia  being  invaded,  o: 
'  in  imminent  danger  thereof,  the  measures  taken 
'  by  your  Excellency  may  be  considered  as  iodi$- 
*  pensable.  You  are  the  judge  of  the  degree  of 
'  danger  and  of  its  duration,  and  will  imdoobiedlr 
'  proportion  the  defence  to  the  exigencies.    Tbt 

<  President,  however,  expresses  his  confidence  ihit 
'  as  soon  as  the  danger  which  has  induoed  you  to 
'  call  out  so  large  a  body  of  troops  shall  have  &alh 
'  sided,  you  will  reduce  the  troops  to  the  ezi.<tiog 
'  state  of  things,  provided  the  safety  of  the  froth 
'  tiers  will  admit  it."  And,  as  if  apprehensive 
that  the  militia  of  Gtorj^ia  would  not  be  equal  u^ 
the  impending  crisis,  this  communication  vras  ac- 
companied by  a  letter  to  the  Governor  of  South 
Carolina,  directing  him  to  aid  in  the  defence  of 
Geoi^ia,  should  the  Governor  of  that  State  re 
quest  it,  and  that  the  United  States  would  be  re^ 
spottsibfe  for  the  expenses.  It  is  evident,  then, 
both  from  the  fiicts,  as  disciosed  in  this  case,  and 
from  the  President's  opinion  expressed  upon  them, 
that  Georgia  was  not  only  in  imminent  daoger  oj 
invasion  at  this  period  by  the  Indians,  batwd 
acttialiy  invaded.  Consequently,  the  GoverDor 
was  authorized  to  defend  the  State  by  calling  oot 
and  employing  the  militia  for  that  purpose,  ts  vdl 
under  the  Constitution  as  by  the  opinion  of  th« 
President,  commimicated  to  him  on  the  ezistind 
state  of  things.  It  is  true  the  President  ezpressel 
a  wish  that  the  number  of  troops  might  be  r^ 
duced ;  but  added,  immediately,  ^  provided  the 
safety  of  the  frontiers  will  admit  it"  But,  sir,  the 
safety  of  the  frontiers  did  not  admit  it;  and  1  wil| 
proceed  to  show  why  the  frontier  continued  to  bd 
so  endangered  as  not  to  admit  of  a  reduction  d 
the  troops.  With  a  sparse  population,  Georgii 
had  four  hundred  miles  of  territory  to  di^endl 
Along  this  whole  line  were  to  be  found  the  rod^ 
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settlements  of  hostile  savages!    The  Cherokees 
were  a  frank,  a  warlike,  and  an  intrepid  people. 
The  Creeks  were  a  cunning,  insidious,  and  mur- 
derous tribe.     With  the  former  it  might  have 
been  possible  to  maintain  peace  by  conciliation ; 
bat  force  alone  could  guard  you  against  the  treach- 
ery and  ferocity  of  the  latter.    Headed  bv  McGil- 
livray,  an  artful,  vindictive,  half-blood  chief,  who 
had  sworn  vengeance  against  Qeorgia,  on  account 
of  the  loss  of  his  father's  property,  (which  had 
been  confiscated  by  the  State  for  his  adherence  to 
the  enemy  daring  the  war  of  the  Revolution,) 
they  had  thoroughly  imbibed  his  spirit,  and  were 
the  fit  instruments  of  his  revenge.    As  early  as 
the  year  1789,  this  nation  commenced  unprovoked 
hostilities  against  the  frontiers  of  Georgia ;  and, 
although  a  treaty  was  concluded  with  McGilli- 
rray,  at  New   i  ork,  in  1790,  whose  sole  object 
was  the  peace  of  that  State,  no  sooner  had  the 
presents  been  exhausted,  which  were  given  on 
tbat  occasion  as  the  price  of  the  treaty,  than  the 
war  was  renewed  with  increased  malevolence. 
Iq  this  situation,  sir,  it  was  the  obvious  policy  of 
Georgia  to  have  embodied  a  competent  military 
force,  and,  by  a  prompt  offensive  movement,  car- 
ried the  war  into  the  enemy's  country,  and  de- 
stroyed their  towns  and  villages.    This  energy  on 
the  part  of  the  State  would  either  have  insured  a 
peace,  or  rendered  the  nation  less  powerful  or 
arrogant  in  war.    And  to  such  an  enterprise  the 
militia  of  Georgia  were  fully  competent;  nay, 
sir,  they  were  anxious  for  permission  thus  to  chas- 
tue  their  savage  invaders.    But  the  State  had  it 
no  loDger  in  her  power  to  make  war  or  conclude 
peace,  this  being  an  attribute  of  the  Federal  Grov- 
ernment,  to  which  she  had  then  recently  si ven 
her  assent.    And,  "from  considerations  of  [k>1- 
icy/'  at  this  critical  period,  relative  to  foreign 
Powers,  and  the  pending  treaty  with  the  northern 
Indians,  it  was  deemed  advisable  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  avoid  offensive  expeditions  into  the  Creek 
coQDtry.    In  a  word,  ail  offensive  movements^  on 
the  part  of  Georgia,  against  the  Creek  nation, 
were  strictly  inhioited  by  the  Gkneral  Grovem- 
ment.    The  Grovernor,  as  was  his  duty,  conformed 
to  the  orders  of  his  Constitutional  superior,  and 
the  ruthless  invaders,  whose  hands  were  yet  stained 
with  the  btood  of  tho^e  they  had  murdered,  were 
thus  sheltered  from  punishment  the  moment  they 
had  passed  an  imaginary  line  in  a  wilderness 
country !    There,  secure  trom  pursuit,  and  left  to 
enjoy  undisturbed  the  fruits  of  their  treachery,  is 
It  at  all  surprising  the  enemy  should  have  contin- 
ued the  unequal  contest,  and  thus  made  necessary 
corresponding  measures  of  defence  1    Sir,  they 
did  coatintteit,and  with  murderous  effect,  through- 
out the  period  to  which  this  inquiry  is  directed. 
So  severe  was  the  pressure,  for  months,  upon  the 
eastern  part  of  the  State,  that  the  whole  frontier 
was  broken  up,  and  the  retiring  females  and  their 
children  could  be  protected  trom  massacre  onlv 
by  being  immured  in  forts  and  blockhouses.  And, 
Mr.  President,  if  the  citizens  of  Georgia  acqui- 
esced in  this  course  because  it  subserved  the  views 
I  and  interests  of  the  Union  ;  if  they  patiently  en- 
dured, for  years,  such  a  defensive  war,  in  which 


their  persons  were  harassed,  their  property  was 
plundered,  and  many  an  hapless  famuy  butch- 
ered, because  the  policy  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment required  the  sacrifice,  will  you  now  refuse 
the  price  of  that  defence  which  your  policy  made 
necessary  ?  Will  you  now  say  to  the  honest  mi- 
litiaman who  has  faithfully  performed  his  duty, 
Althouff  h  both  the  Constitution  and  the  President 
of  the  United  States  did  authorize  the  defence  of 
Georgia,  yet,  as  we  believe  the  Governor  might 
have  performed  the  service  with  fewer  men,  yot» 
cannot  be  paid  ?  No,  sir,  your  policy  made  the 
service  necessary.  It  has  been  faithfuUv,  nay, 
painfully  rendered,  in  obedience  to  the  call  of  the 
constituted  authorities;  and  the  faith  and  the 
justice  of  the  nation  are  pledged  for  the  payment 
of  the  price. 

When  Mr.  Elliott  had  concluded,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  the  resolution,  and  it  was 
agreed  to  without  a  count. 


TflDRSDAY,  January  30. 

The  Pbesident  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  copies  of  the  Di- 
gest of  Manufactures,  prepared  and  printed  by 
order  of  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  last 
session. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  gave  notice  that, 
to-morrow,  he  snould  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
to  revive  and  continue  in  ford^  the  seventh  sec- 
tion of  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to 
the  several  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  approved  on  the  11th 
May,  1820,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Marvland,  gave  notice  that,  to- 
morrow, he  should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  gradual  armament 
of  the  new  fortresses  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  brought  up  yesterday,  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  tor  concurrence,  was  twice 
read  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  cdlectinff  of  debto  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  provide  for  reports  of  the  decisions  of 
the  Supreme  Court,"  passed  the  third  day  of 
March,  1817,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  building  a  lighthouse 
at  Cape  Romain,  in  South  Carolina,  and  placing 
floating  lights  in  Delaware  Bay,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the»  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was 
referred  the  petition  of  James  Morrison,  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  Robert  Young  and  Richard  Bland  Lee. 
Judges  of  the  Orphans'  Court  of  Alexandria  and 
Washington  counties,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
praying  a  revision  of  the  existing  laws  in  relation 
to  the  powers  and  duties  of  those  courts.    The 
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memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commitlee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Seoate  resumed,  as  io  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coosideration  of  the  bdl  for  the  relief 
of  Samuel  Bael ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on 
4he  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An 
act  to  make  perpetual  an  act  passed  the  3d  dav  of 
March,  1817.  entitled  'An  act  to  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  further  to  proTide  for  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,*' 
passed  3d  day  of  March,  1815,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;  and.  on  motion,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  further  to  regulate  the  entry  of  merchandise 
imported  into  the  United  States  from  any  adjacent 
territory ;  and,  on  motion,  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^  An 
act  for  laying  out  and  makiujp^  a  road  from  the 
lower  rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie  to  the 
western  boundary  of  the  Connecticut  Western 
Reserve,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  agreeably  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown,"  together 
with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals ;  and,  on  motion,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, took  up,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
the  bill  for  the  erection  of  a  monument  over  the 
tomb  of  the  late  Vice  President,  Elbridffe  Grerry. 

Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  few  remarks  on  the 
circumstances  which  had  delayed  this  act  until 
the  present  time,  and  moved  to  make  the  appro- 
priation of  one  thousand  dollars,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading ;  and,  having  been  reported  en- 
grossed, it  was  read  a  third  time,  by  unanimous 
consent,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  resolution  offered  yes- 
terday by  Mr.  Kelly,  of  Alabama,  which  he 
modified  to  read  as  follows : 

RtMohtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  dividing 
the  State  of  Alabama  into  two  judicial  districts ;  and, 
also,  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  lew  for  hold- 
ing a  district  court  of  the  United  States  at  Hunte- 
ville. 

Mr.  Kelly  offered  a  few  remarks  in  explana- 
tion, referring  to  the  geographical  circumstances 
of  the  State,  the  remoteness  of  the  great  body  of 
those  who  were  sued  by  non-residents  of  the  State, 
from  the  present  seats  of  justice,  the  burdensome 
expenses  this  threw  upon  them,  as  the  marshal 
charged  his  fees  by  mileage,  &c.,  to  show  the 
pronriety  of  the  change  he  proposed. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  next  proceeded  to  the  consideration 


of  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
addition  to  the  act  providing  for  the  prompt  settle- 
ment of  public  accounts. 

Mr.  Rcggles  explained  the  object  of  the  bill 
and  its  expediencr,  (being  a  general  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  equitable  settlement  of  accounts  in  the 
office  of  the  Third  Auditor,  in  the  absence  of  cer- 
tain evidence  now  required  by  the  forms  of  that 
office,  instead  of  requiring  the  individual  in  each 
case  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  Congress  for  such 
settlement  by  a  special  law,  as  is  and  has  been 
the  practice  heretofore.)  He  offered  an  amend- 
ment making  the  final  reference,  in  ease  of  disa- 
greement,  to  the  Second  Comptroller  instead  cf 
the  Secn<ury  of  War,  as  proposed  by  the  bill ; 
which  amendment  was  agreed  to ;  and  then 

The  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

AMENDMENT  OP  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickebsox,  the  Senate  took 
up  (for  the  purpose  of  allowing  Mr.  D.  to  offer  an 
amendment  thereto)  the  resolution  introduced  by 
Mr.  Tayix>b,  of  Virginia,  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  ot  the  United  States  as 
re^rds  the  election  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr.  DicKEBsoN  then  submitted  the  following, 
as  a  substitute  for  a  resolution  of  Mr.  Taylor  : 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congreu 
assembled,  two4hirds  of  both  nouses  eoneurring.  That 
the  followioff  afflcndment  to  the  ConstitaCion  of  tht 
United  States  be  proposed  to  the  Lcgielatoree  of  the 
several  States,  which,  when  ratified  by  the  Legisla- 
tures of  three-ibnrths  of  the  States,  shall  be  Ttiid  u> 
all  intents  and  pnrpoees,  as  part  of  the  said  CoostH 
tDtion : 

**  That,  for  the  purpose  of  cbooeing  ReprceenUtiTes 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  each  Stale  shall, 
by  its  Legislature,  be  divided  into  a  nambcr  of  dti- 
tricts,  equal  to  the  number  of  Representatives  to  which 
snch  State  may  be  entitled.  The  diatricta  shall  be 
formed  of  contiguous  territory,  and  contain,  as  oearij 
as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  peraoos  entitled  by  the 
Constitution  to  be  represented,  or  of  penoos  qoslified 
to  vote  for  members  of  the  most  nameroas  branch  of  I 
the  State  Legislature.  Io  each  district,  the  persoai 
qualified  to  vote  shall  choose  one  RepreeeoUltre.        | 

**  That,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  Electors  of  Prea-^ 
ident  and   Vice  President  of  the  United  8utes,tbc| 

Sersons  qualified  to  vote  for  Representativea  in  each 
iatrict  shall  choose  one  Elector ;  and,  at  the  saoM 
time,  the  two  additional  Electors,  to  which  cadk^ 
Slate  is  entitled,  shall  be  chosen  by  the  perto 
so  qualified  to  vote,  in  such  manner  as  the  Legialato 
of  the  Bute  shall  direct.  The  Electors,  when  coi 
vened  at  the  time  and  place  prescribed  by  law  for 
purpose  of  voting  for  President  and  Vice  President 
the  United  States,  shall  have  power,  in  case  any 
them  shall  fail  to  attend,  to  choose  an  Elector  or  El 
tors,  in  place  of  him  or  them  so  failing  to  attend.  Tl 
division  of  States  into  districts,  as  hereby  provided  fca^ 
shall  take  place  immediately  after  this  amendmer 
shall  be  adopted,  and  immediately  after  every  futa 
census  and  apportionment  of  Representatives  uadi 
the  same  ;  and  such  districts  shall  not  be  altered  unt 
a  subsequent  census  shall  have  been  takeo,  and 
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apportionment  of  Reprcfentaiivet  under  it  sbill  ba^c 
been  made. 

**That,  when  the  lists  of  all  peraone  voted  for  as 
President  and  Vice  President,  and  the  number  of  votes 
for  each  shall  have  been  transmitted  to  the  Seat  of 
Goremment,  as  required  by  the  Constitution,  the 
Senate  end  House  of  Representatives  shall  form  a 
joint  meeting,  in  which  the  President  of  the  Senate 
shall  preside,  who  shall  then  open  all  the  certificates, 
and  the  votes  shall  be  counted.  The  person  having 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  President,  shall  be 
the  President,  if  such  number  be  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  Electors  appointed ;  and  if  no  per- 
son have  such  a  msjorit3r,tben  from  the  highest  num- 
her»,  not  ezoeeding  three,  on  the  list  of  those  voted 
for  at  President,  the  joint  meeting  shall  immediately, 
by  ballot,  choose  the  President.  A  majority  of  the 
vQtei  of  all  the  members  present  shall  be  necessary  to 
a  choice  on  the  first  ballot,  after  which  a  plurality  of 
votes  only  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice.  The  per- 
Mn  hAving  the  greatest  number  of  votes  as  Vice  Pres- 
ident, shall  be  the  Vice  President,  if  such  number  be 
a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  Electors  appointed ; 
if  no  perM>n  have  such  msjority,  then  he  shall  be 
chosen  by  the  Senate  as  directed  by  the  Constitution. 

*'  That  no  person  who  has  been  twice  elected  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  shall  again  be  eligible  to 
that  office." 

LOUISIANA  LANDS. 

The  Senate  next  took  up  the  following  resolu- 
tion, submitted  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  on 
Monday  last : 

Retahed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  iostrncted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  causing 
the  public  lands  and  private  claims  in  the  State  of 
Lonisiana,  to  be  immediately  surveyed  ;  and  also  to 
inqaire  into  the  propriety  of  granting  patents  for  all 
claims  to  lands  in  the  said  State,  which  have  been 
eonfirmed  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  J.  said  that  the  treaty  transferring  to  the 
United  States  the  province  of  Louisiana,  not  only 
secures  to  the  people  of  the  ceded  territory  the 
enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  property,  but  it  im- 
pedes upon  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
the  obligation  te  provide  for  the  speedy  adjustment 
of  (heir  land  claims,  and  to  encourage  emigration 
to  the  country,  by  bringing  the  puUic  lands  into 
the  market.  He  could  not  perceive  the  wisdom 
or  justice  of  that  policy  which  had  induced  the 
Goreroment  to  cause  the  public  lands  in  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  and  ebewhere,  to  be  surveyed  and  sold, 
in  preference  to  those  in  Louisiana.  The  territory 
which  now  composes  the  State  of  Alabama,  and 
which,  he  said,  was  a  wilderness  a  few  years  ago, 
had  been  surveyed  and  sold,  and  at  this  time  con- 
taio!  a  white  population  perhaps  efjual  to  that  of 
Louisiana.  Ana  the  public  lands  in  Mississippi, 
lDdiaQa,and  Illinois,  bad  been  surveyed  and  oner- 
ed  for  sale.  He  said,  independently  oi  the  obli- 
gations imposed  by  the  treaty,  from  the  local  situ- 
ation of  Louisiana,  being  a  frontier,  and  being  in 
many  respects  the  most  important  section  of  the 
Union,  and  being  more  exposed  than  either  of  the 
other  Suites,  to  external  invasion  and  to  internal 
commotion,  it  was  certainly  jnuch  more  impor- 
tant to  strengthen  and  to  defend  the  country  by  a 


dense  white  population.  The  necessity  of  such  a 
population  was  sensibly  felt  during  the  late  war. 
Had  the  waste  lands  in  Louisiana  been  settled  at 
the  time  of  the  invasion  of  the  country  by  the 
British  troops,  they  would  have  contained  a  force 
nearly  adequate  to  the  defence  of  the  State ;  and 
most  of  the  militia  employed  from  the  upper  coun- 
try might  have  been  dispensed  with,  and  the  great 
expense  thereby  incurred  saved  to  the  nation,  and 
many  of  those  who  perished  by  the  effects  of  the 
climate  would  have  been  preserved.  He  was 
sorry  to  say  that,  although  the  United  States  have 
had  possession  of  Louisiana  about  seventeen  years, 
neither  the  public  lands  nor  private  claims  were 
yet  surveyed,  nor  were  all  the  claims  even  adjust- 
ed. There  are  many  large  claims  in  the  country, 
conflicting  with  small  ones,  which  had  been  sus- 
pended, and  are  not  yet  decided  on.  These  are 
subjects  of  deep  interest  to  the  people  of  Louisiana, 
and  they  have  a  right  to  complain  of  the  delays 
alluded  to.  Indeed,  the  policy  which  had  been 
pursued  in  relation  to  this  subject  was  pregnant 
with  serious  evils.  The  people  were  not  only  kept 
in  suspense  and  uncertainty,  in  regard  to  their 
claims,  but  the  influx  of  American  population  had 
been  checked  ;  agriculture  had  been  discouraged, 
and  the  development  of  the  resources  of  the  State 
retarded.  The  people  of  Louisiana,  he  said,  were 
deprived  of  the  benefits  of  a  very  important  act  of 
Congress,  which  passed  two  years  ago,  granting 
them  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  their  back  pos- 
sessions, for  the  want  of  surveyors  to  execute  the 
surveys  required  by  the  act. 

Mr.  J.  said,  if  the  surveying  in  Louisiana  has 
not  progressed  for  the  want  of  an  adequate  com- 
pensation to  the  surveyors,  their  fees  should  be 
augmented;  but,  if  the  delay  in  completing  the 
work  is  owing  to  the  neglect  or  incompetency  of 
the  surveyors  employed,  they  should  be  dismissed 
and  others  appointed ;  or,  if  it  is  to  be  ascribed,  as 
is  suggested  by  some,  to  the  want  of  funds  to  de- 
fray the  expenses,  the  necessary  appropriations  to 
eflect  the  object  should  be  made.  lie  said,  at  every 
session  since  he  had  taken  his  seat  in  the  Senate, 
he  had  ur^ed  the  importance  of  these  subjects  upon 
the  consideration  of  the  Government.  Still  no 
effectual  step  had  been  adopted  calculated  to  bring 
the  business  to  a  close.  He  was  not  in  the  habit 
of  complaining,  but  were  he  not  to  express  freely 
the  sentiments  he  entertained  in  relation  to  these 
subjects,  so  interesting  to  the  State  he  had  the 
honor  in  part  to  represent,  he  would  be  unmindful 
of  the  duty  he  owed  his  constituents. 

Mr.  J.  remarked,  in  conclusion,  that  patents  had 
not  been  ff ranted,  by  the  Qovernment  for  any 
claims  in  Louisiana ;  that  the  people  are  anxious 
to  obtain  that  evidence  of  their  titles  which  ren- 
ders them  secure;  and,  in  his  opinion,  patents 
should  have  been  issued  as  their  claims  were  con- 
firmed. He  had  assurances  from  the  Commission- 
er of  the  General  Land  Ofllce,  that  the  subject 
should  now  be  attended  to ;  but,  if  further  legis- 
lative provision  is  required  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject, existing  laws  should  be  amended  without 
delay. 

Mr.  KniG,  of  Alabama,  acquiesced  in  the  pro- 
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priety  of  the  inqoirv  but  added  a  remark  on  the 
inapplicability  of  woat  Mr.  J.  had  said  in  relation 
to  the  surveys  in  Alabama. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

CLAIM  OF  OEORGE  SHANNON. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  benefit 
of  George  Shannon. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  stated  that  the  bill 
contained  two  sections.  The  first  granted  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  in 


of  purpose  and  fidelity  of  conduct  which  gave 
these  brave  men  the  highest  claims  to  the  gra 
tude  of  their  country. 

The  claim  of  Mr.  Shannon  is  founded  on  si 
vices  subsequent  to  this  perilous  expedition.  1 
was  employed  as  one  of  that  small  party  who  i^ 
dertook  to  escort,  and  safely  conduct  to  his  ow 
nation,  the  Mandan  Chief,  who  had  visited  tl 
United  States  at  the  request  of  Lewis  and  Clark 
It  was  in  the  performance  of  this  duty  that  be  « 
wounded,  which  produced  the  amputation  of  \ 
leg  above  the  knee.    Near  the  Arracara  towns, 


Arkansas;  the  second  proponed  an  increase  of  I  the  river  Mississippi,  Lieuteoant  Prior,  with 
pension  from  twelve  to  sixteen  dollars  per  month,  |  chosen  band  of  about  twenty  persons,  was  attach 
which  would  make  it  equal  to  that  allowed  to  a  ;  by  three  hundred  Indian  warriors.  The  resistai 
Secoad  Lieutenant.    Mr.  J.  said  he  was  well    of  this  little  party  was  desperate.    The  India 


were  held  in  check,  and  our  party  made  good  tb 
retreat.  It  was  on  this  occasion  that  Mr.  Sb^ 
non  distinguished  himself  by  his  braverv ;  and 
was  upon  this  occasion  he  received  the  wou' 
which  in  a  great  measure  deprives  him  of  locoa 
tion.  We  demand  nothing  for  the  suffering  whi 
he  experienced,  but  for  the  loss  which  he  sustains 
Without  medical  aid,  he  had  to  descend  the  M 


aware  of  the  extreme  difficulty  which  he  had  to 
encounter  in  attempting  to  rivet  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  an  individual  application.  In  this 
catte,  he  was  animated  with  hopes  of  success,  as 
the  measure  proposed  a  reward  for  important  pub- 
lic services.  He  was  not  unmindful  that  the 
members  of  this  body  had  many  duties  to  perform 
in  the  investigation  of  measures  of  a  general  ten- 
dency. And  there  was  less  disposition  to  enter-  j  sissippi  to  Belle  Fontaine,  where  the  kindne&s 
tain  personal  applications,  because  many  were  j  hospitality  could  be  extended  to  him,  and  medii 
addressed  to  their  benevolence  and  charity.  But  ;  assistance  procured.  The  anguish  of  his  woU 
he  was  happy  to  inform  the  Senate  that  this  was  was  borne  with  manly  fortitude.  It  was  a  com 
a  direct  api>eal  to  their  justice.  It  was  not  a  call  lation  to  him  that  he  was  suffering  for  that  cot 
for  that  charity  which  induced  the  Congress  of  try  to  which  he  was  devoted,  and  that  be  suffei 
the  United  States  to  relieve  the  unfortunate  suf-  alone;  for  he  was  then  without  a  family ;  and 
ferors  at  Caraccas,  in  consequence  of  an  earth-  was  more  willing  to  make  all  this  sacrifice  wll 
quake.  The  consideration  upon  which  this  claim  i  out  demanding  from  the  Qovemment  that  co 
is  predicated  has  arisen  from  the  performance  of ''  pensation  which  we  are  bound  in  honor  and 
military  service,  and  the  loss  of  a  limb  while  dis-  I  lustice  to  award  to  him.  But,  since  that  peru 
charging  those  duties.  Mr.  Shannon  was  one  of  1  he  has  formed  connexions  in  life  which  have 
the  few  surviving  companions  of  Lewis  and  creased  his  duties  to  society  and  to  himself.  1 
Clarke,  who  explored  the  unknown  regions  of  the  |  has  now  to  provide  for  a  wife  and  an  increasi 
West,  from  the  settlements  of  St.  Louis^over  the    family,  who  are  dependent  on  him  alone  for  i 


necessaries  and  for  the  comforts  of  life.  He  sp< 
the  prime  of  his  life  in  the  service  of  his  coantry 
the  period  most  favorable  for  intellectual  impro' 


Rocky  mountains^  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia 
river,  which  empties  into  the  Pacific  ocean.  This 
was  not  a  demand  as  pay  for  these  signal  services. 

Like  others,  he  had  received  his  pay ;  and,  how-  <  ment,  and  preparation  for  some  profession 
ever  inadequate,  he  was  contented  to  receive  what  smooth  the  rugged  path  of  life,  and  by  devoti 
the  Gk>vernment  had  given.  He  was  not  disposed  himself  to  some  useful  occupation  to  secure  co 
to  compare  the  little  he  had  received  with  the  toil  '  petence  and  independence.  But  of  these  oppor 
and  suffering  which  he  had  undergone — the  pri- 1  nities  he  was  deprived,  while  others  were  impr< 
vation  and  danger  which  he  had  encountered  with  |  ing  their  faculties  and  qualifying  themselves 
his  ffallant  companions.  But,  Mr.  J.  said,  he  .  some  literary  profession  or  manual  occupati 
would  venture  to  assert  that  the  expedition  of  [  Mr.  Shannon  not  only  spent  three  vears  of 
Lewis  and  Clarke  to  the  Pacific  ocean  was  very  |  most  interesting  period  of  human  life  in  the  s 
little  inferior  to  the  greatest  undertakings,  either  vice  of  his  country,  in  exploring  these  We$i 
by  land  or  by  water,  of  which  we  had  any  historic  regions,  but,  at  the  close  of^that  service,  he  foi 
account.  Those  regions  were  very  familiar  now  himself  a  cripple,  deprived  of  one  of  his  membc 
to  many  individuals ;  but,  twenty  years  ago,  when  !  his  future  prospects  overshadowed  with  clou 
this  exploring  party  undertook  to  penetrate  this  '  the  pleasure  of  locomotion  almost  destrojred  dur 
vast  wilderness,  it  was  considered  by  all  as  pre-  |  the  whole  remainder  of  his  life ;  disqualified 
senting  more  than  an  equal  chance,  to  this  small  manual  labor;  laboring  under  all  the  disadr; 
band,  never  to  return  to  the  bosom  of  their  native  |  tages  of  the  want  of  an  early  liberal  educati( 
country.  Independent  of  the  natural  difficulties  |  and,  to  complete  the  circle  of  his  misfortunes, 
which  the  undertaking  presented,  it  was  well  was  without  wealth  and  without  money.  W 
known  that  those  Western  wilds  were  inhabited  this  dreary  prospect  before  him.  what  was  he 
by  innumerable  hordes  of  savage  men,  which  do?  Ardent  in  his  feelings;  nigh-minded  i 
made  it  extremely  improbable  that  so  small  a  honorable ;  without  depending  on  the  liberaliry 
party  should  escape  their  fury.  In  fine,  this  baz-  justice  of  his  cotmtry  for  support^  he  detennii 
ardous  eaterprise  was  performed  with  a  firmness  '  to  qualify  himself  tor  the  practice  of  the  h 
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Without  riciies,  without  friends,  without  an  early 
edacatioo,  the  resolution  was  a  bold  one.  This 
determinatioD  required  great  exertion  and  consid- 
erable ejwense.  He  qualified  himself,  by  a  rapid 
course  ofstudy,  for  the  labors  of  the  bar,  which  is 
his  only  dependence  for  the  support  of  himself  and 
family.  Although  he  has  risen  to  eminence  in  his 
profession,  yet  such  has  been  the  liberality  of  his 
disposition,  his  ser?ices  in  the  Legislature  of  Ken- 
tucffv,  and  the  little  that  is  gained  at  a  crowded 
bar,  ne  has  not  been  able  to  discharge  or  lessen 
those  debts  which  he  contracted  while  disabled  in 
yoor  8errice,and  preparing  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  his  profession.  Whowqpld  voluntarily  sustain 
his  loss  7  Who  would  be  deprived  of  the  pleas- 
ures of  locomotion  for  the  paltry  consideration 
proposed  by  this  bill  ?  Who  would  be  unwilling 
to  see  his  countij,  rich  in  land  and  rich  in  money, 
eiteod  this  relict  to  a  distinguished  fellow^citizen, 
trho  had  thus  devoted  himself  to  its  interest? 
Coooected  with  these  sacrifices,  Mr.  J.  said,  he 
recollected  of  hearing  Mr.  Shannon,  on  a  late 
memorable  occasion,  while  addressing  his  enlight- 
ened constituents,  whom  he  had  represented  with 
so  much  credit,  declare  that  he  could  boast  of  no 
paternal  inheritance,  except  that  liberty  and  inde- 
peodeoce  which  we  all  enjoy,  and  for  which  his 
/ather  had  fought  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
While  we  avoiaeverv  thing  like  extravagance  or 
prodii^ality,  he  hoped  Congress  would  pursue  a 
Lberal  course  towards  those  who  had  freely  shed 
their  blood,  and  who  had  lost  their  limbs  in  the 
serrice  of  their  country.  We  have  given  many 
examples  of  that  liberality  and  justice  which  dis- 
proved the  charge  of  iogratitude  against  this  Re- 
public. We  had  provided  for  the  Kevolutionary 
hero ;  we  had  provided  for  the  widows  and  the 
orphaos  of  the  late  war ;  we  had  provided  for  the 
wounded  officer  and  soldier ;  and,  on  this  occasion, 
be  hoped  he  did  not  ask  in  vain. 

Oo  motion,  the  bill  was  laid  over  until  to- 
morrow. 

LAND  TITLES  IN  LOUISIANA, 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
l)iil  to  enable  the  holders  of  French,  British,  and 
Spanish  titles  to  land  within  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana, which  have  not  been  recognised  as  valid  by 
the  United  States,  to  institute  proceedings  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  to  try  the  validity 
thereof. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  after  some  remarks 
on  die  strong  claim  which  the  holders  of  these 
titles  had  to  be  allowed  to  prove  and  settle  their 
ralidttv,  dbc.,  moved  to  strite  out  that  clause  of 
the  bill,  which  proposes  to  except  from  this  privi- 
lege all  claims  above acres,  (to  be  reserved 

for  the  future  disposition  of  Congress,)  and  to  sub- 
HitQte  a  provision  excluding  by  name,  and  these 
only,  the  three  great  claims  of  the  Baron  Bastrop, 
the  Marquis  of  Maison  Rouge,  and  Houmas.  He 
offered  this  amendment,  not  tnat  he  thought  the 
claims  specified  less  entitled  to  an  early  adjust- 
ment, but  to  disembarrass  this  bill  from  the  diffi- 
calty  which  these  three  lar^e  claims  might  pre- 
sent to  its  speedy  passage,  if  included  in  it,  and 


with  the  view  of  bringing  them  forward  in  a  sep- 
arate bill. 

Mr.  LowRiE  stated  his  objections  to  this  amend- 
ment, and  to  legislating  at  this  time  for  any  but 
the  smaller  class  of  these  claims. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Louisiana,  followed  in  a  speech 
of  considerable  length  and  much  earnestness,  in 
general  support  of  the  bill.  He  gave  a  historical 
view  of  the  transfers  of  the  country  in  question, 
the  or^in  and  nature  of  land  claims  there,  under 
the  di^rent  Governments,  dbc.,  and  urged  forci- 
bly the  ez|}ediency  and  the  justice  of  permitting 
those  holding  claims  not  comprehended  in  the 
adjustments  of  the  Boards  of  Commissioners  to 
come  forward,  after  so  many  years  delay,  and 
establish  the  validity  of  their  titles  in  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  where,  in  factj  they  must  come 
sooner  or  later,  as  the  genuine  titles  could  never 
be  invalidated  or  impaired  by  the  power  of  Con- 
gress, or  its  delay. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Jobnson,  of 
Louisiana,  was  ne^tived ;  and,  after  some  further 
discussion  on  details, 

Mr.  Van  Dtkb  (Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands)  submitted  a  motion  so  to  amend 
the  bill  as  to  comprehend  all  the  unsettled  land 
titles,  large  and  small;  which  motion  he  sup- 
norted  by  a  number  of  remarks,  to  show  that  the 
legality  of  these  titles  could  only  be  ascertained 
judicially;  that  it  was  not  probable,  after  the  ex- 
perience 'Which  was  had,  that  Congress  would 
adjudicate  them ;  that  they  must  come  into  the 
courts  eventtially ;  and  that  it  was  due  to  the  nu- 
merous citizens  concerned,  to  the  State  in  which 
the  claims  lay,  dbc.,  that  no  longer  delay  should 
be  permitted. 

Before  the  question  was  taken  on  this  amend- 
ment, a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Chandler  to 
postpone  the  bill  to  Monday,  to  give  time  for  ex- 
amining it;  which  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


Fbioay,  January  31. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  acts 
to  provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land 
and  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary war;"  and  also  a  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  James  Morrison,  of  Kentucky ;"  in 
which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  first  of  said  bills  was  twice  read,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions.  Tne  other  was  also  twice  read,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  which  the  subject 
was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  a  national 
armory  on  the  Western  waters.  The  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  in 
pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  reported 
a  bill  directing  the  payment  of  the  Georgia  militia 


183 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


181 


Senate. 


Proceedings, 


February,  1823 


claims,  for  services  rendered  during  the  years  1792 
3,  and  '4.  The  hill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  Edward  Owings,  praying  payment  of  the 
arrears  due  to  two  soldiers,  of  whose  claims  he 
had  become  the  purchaser,  for  a  valuable  consider- 
ation. The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  document  in  support  ot  the  claim  of  Robert 
Shaw,  who  lost  a  horse  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
same  committee. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the  memorial  of  Her- 
kimer Sternbergand  others^raying  certain  amend- 
ments to  the  patent  laws.  The  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  makine  an  appropriation 
(9100,000  a  year  for  ten  years)  for  the  j^radual  ar- 
mament of  the  new  fortresses  of  the  United  States. 
The  bill  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs. 

Mr.  Chandler  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

ReBolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  ctuse  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  a 
statement  of  the  number  and  size  of  cannon,  mortars, 
and  howitzers,  necessary  to  the  armament  of  the  for- 
tresses of  the  United  States,  which  have  been  erected 
■lace  the  firat  day  of  June,  1816,  as  well  as  those 
which  have  been  directed  to  be  built^  and  not  yet  com- 
pleted ;  with  an  estimate  of  the  sum  necessary  to  de- 
fray the  expense  of  purchasing  such  armament ;  also, 
an  estimate  of  the  sum  necessary  for  purchasing  such 
a  quantity  of  shot  and  shells,  of  every  description,  as 
may  be  thought  necessary  for  the  fortresses  before 
mentioned,  designating  the  necessary  armament  for 
each  fortress. 


Monday,  F*ebruary  3. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report,  by  the 
Second  Comptroller,  showing  the  amount  expend- 
ed, and  the  balance  remaining  unexpended,  of  the 
appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  year  1822,  on 
the  31st  of  December  last;  and  the  letter  and  re- 
port were  read. 

The  President,  also,  communicated  a  report 
of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Washington 
Canal  Company,  made  in  obedience  to  the  provis- 
ions of  their  charter,  containing  a  statement  of 
their  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  December  last;  and  the  report 
was  read. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  petition 
of  John  Mitcnell,  praying  relief  in  the  settlement 
of  his  accounts  as  agent  lor  the  exchange  of  pris- 
oners of  war,  at  Halifax,  in  the  years  1812  and 
1813.  The  petition  was  read,  ana  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  LowaiE,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Elijah  Van- 
syckel,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  made  a  report, 
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accompanied  by  a  resolution  that  the  prayer  of  tli 
petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  asked  and  obtaioe 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  revive  and  contiooe  \ 
force  the  seventh  section  of  an  act,  entitled  "A 
act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  the  a( 
justment  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
approved  the  11th  May,  1820,  and  for  other  pa] 
poses.  The  bill  was  twice  read,  by  unanimot 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pobl 
Lands. 

Mr.  Southard  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  1 
should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  punis 
ment  of  frauds  committed  on  the  Departmeots 
the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  folloi 
ing  motion  for  consideration : 

Resohedt  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  i 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  admitti^ 
the  silver  coins  of  Mexico  as  a  currency  in  the  Uoiti 
States,  at  their  true  value. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the  cr 
dentials  of  John  Chandler,  appointed  a  Senati 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maine,  for  t[ 
term  of  six  years,  commencing  with  the  fourth  d^ 
of  March  next ;  which  were  read,  and  laid  on  fi^ 

Mr.  Ware  presented  the  petition  of  James  Pel 
praying  an  additional  compensation  for  his  ser 
ces  as  assistant  assessor.  The  petition  was  rea 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  directing  the  , 
militia  claims  for  services 
'3,  and  '4.  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  national  armory  od  t 
Western  waters,  was  read  a  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tl 
bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  ado 
tion  to  the  act  for  the  prompt  settlement  of  publ 
accounts,  and  for  the  punishment  of  the  crime  I 
perjury:  and  some  time  was  spent  in  discustid 
the  provisions  of  the  bill.  In  the  course  of  tli 
discussion — 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  to  inse 
a  clause  providing  that  "  the  testimony  of  the  par 
interested  shall  in  no  case  be  admitted;  nor  sbi 
any  other  evidence  be  admitted,  but  according 
the  rule^.of  evidence  in  the  courts  of  law ;"  wh< 
the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  ti 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

Having  lately  received  a  memorial  from  the  Leg 
lative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  on  subjec 
very  interesting  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  Territo 
and  also  to  the  United  States,  which  require  legis 
tive  provision,  I  transmit  the  aame  to  Congress,  t 
recommend  it  to  their  consideration. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

FsBBVinT  3,  1823. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  memorial  wd 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jud 
ciary.  j 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  t| 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  w| 
referred  the  petition  of  James  Morrison,  of  Kq 
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tucky ;  aod  on  motion,  the  further  coDsideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for,  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  bene- 
fit of  George  Shannon ;  and,  on  motion,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  laying  out  and  makine  a  road  from  the 
Lower  Rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie  to  the 
western  boundary  of  the  Connecticut  Western 
Reserve,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  agreeably  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown ;"  and, 
OD  motion,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  enable  the 
holders  of  French,  British,  and  Spanish  titles  to 
laDd  within  the  State  of  Louisiana,  which  have 
Dot  been  recognised  as  valid  by  the  Gk>rernment 
of  the  United  States,  to  institute  proceedings  to 
try  the  validity  thereof,  and  for  other  purposes; 
aad,  00  motion,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  extend  the 
charter  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  together  with  the  amend- 
ment reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia  ;  and,  on  motion,  the  further 
coDsideratioD  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  enable  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  treat  with  the 
Chippewa  Indians  for  the  purchase  of  certain  lands 
OQ  the  south  side  of  Lake  Superior,  supposed  to 
coDtain  valuable  mines  of  copper ;  and,  on  motion, 
the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

IMPORTATION  OF  MERCHANDISE. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  amend 
the  act  further  to  regulate  the  entry  of  merchan- 
dise imported  into  the  United  States  from  any 
adjacent  territory. 

.^r.  Seymour  moved  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing additional  sections  to  the  bill : 

8ic.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  if  any  per- 
■OD  or  per^nt  thall  receive,  conceal,  or  bay  any  goods, 
warn,  or  merchandise,  knowtog  them  to  have  been 
illfgtllj  imported  into  the  United  States,  and  liable  to 
Mizore  by  Ttrtue  of  any  act  in  relation  to  the  re^eniie, 
BDch  person  or  persons  shall,  on  conviction  thereof, 
foHeit  and  pay  a  sum  doable  the  amount  or  value  of 
the  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  so  received,  concealed, 
or  purchased. 

Skc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  any  per- 
•on  shall  forcibly  resist,  prevent,  or  impede,  any  officer 
ofihe  caatoms,  or  their  deputies,  or  any  person  assist- 
iog  ihero  io  the  execution  of  their  duty,  such  person 
•0  offiending  shall  for  every  such  offence  be  fined  in  a 
ram  not  exceeding  foar  handred  dollars. 

8ic.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  provis- 
ions of  the  forty-sixth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  **An 
act  to  regolate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage,"  passed  the  2d  day  of  March,  1 799,  be,  and  they 


hereby  are,  extended  to  the  ease  of  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States  from  an 
adjacent  territory. 

8bc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  penal- 
ties and  forfeitures  incurred  by  force  of  this  act  shall 
be  sued  for,  recovered,  distributed,  and  accounted  for, 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  an  act,  entitled  **An  act 
to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage," passed  on  the  2d  tlay  of  March,  1799. 

These  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

CIRCUIT  COURT— DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  Senate  then  took  ud,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  providing  tor  the  accommodation 
of  the  Circuit  Court  oi  the  United  States  for 
Washington  county,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  for  the  preservation  of  the  records  of  saia 
court.  [This  bill  authorizes  the  President  to  cause 
to  be  purchased  and  completely  finished  a  liumber 
of  apartments  in  the  new  City  Hall,  now  building 
in  Washington,  sufficient  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county,  for  &;rand  and 
petit  jury  rooms,  and  for  the  omces  of  the  clerk 
of  the  court  and  the  marshal  of  the  District ;  and, 
for  effecting  the  object,  appropriates dollars.] 

A  eood  deal  of  debate  followed  on  this  bill,  in 
which  it  was  earnestly  supported  by  Mr.  Bar- 
bour, and  was  as  earnestly  opposed  by  Mr.  Ma- 
con ;  it  was  opposed  also  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, and  partially  by  Messrs.  Lowrie,  Chanoler, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Brown  of  Ohio,  and  Wil- 
liams of  Tennessee,  who  thought  that  if  the  bill 
did  pass,  the  sum  of  $30,000  (which  had  been 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Barbour  as  necessary)  was  a 
great  deal  too  much. 

Mr.  Barbour,  acquiescing  in  what  appeared  to 
be  the  sense  of  the  Senate,  reduced  the  sum  he 
intended  to  propose,  and  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
with  $20,000.  This  sum  was  negatived  without 
a  division. 

The  sum  of  $15,000  was  then  moved,  and  also 
rejected. 

The  sum  of  $10,000  was  moved,  and  carried — 
yeas  16,  nays  10;  and 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  an^ 
read  a  third  time— yeas  14,  nays  12. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Chanoler  on 
Friday  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to ;  and  the  Sen- 
ate adjourned. 

Tuesday,  February  4. 

The  engrossed  bill  providing  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  circuit  court  of  Washington  county, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed — yeas  21. 

Mr.  Barton  pr&sented  the  petition  of  Prospect 
K.  Robbins,  late  a  lieutenant  in  a  company  of 
United  States'  rangers,  praying  the  payment  of 
his  account  for  a  private  servant  and  horse  re- 
tained by  him  while  in  service ;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Barton  presented  the  petition  of  George 
Gatty,  praying  the  confirmation  of  his  title  to  a 
tract  ot  land  which  he  has  inhabited  and  culti- 
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vated  since  the  year  1809 ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  presented  the 
petition  of  Peter  Cherry^,  who  served  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  m  the  Revolutionary  war, 
praying  a  pension,  agreeably  to  the  act  of  the  18th 
of  March,  1818 ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition  of  Alfred 
Flournoy.  praying  the  commutation  of  his  monthly 
pension  tor  an  equivalent  in  land,  for  reasons 
stated  in  his  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  better  organization 
of  ihe  district  court  of  the  United  States  within 
the  State  of  Louisiana,^'  reported  the  same  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  same 
committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  regu- 
late the  collection  of  debts  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Van  Dtke,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  revive 
and  to  continue  in  force  the  second  section  of  an 
act,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  several 
acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  approved  the  eleventh  May,  1820, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  the  same  with 
an  amendment ;  which  was  read. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion, 
submitted  yesterdav,  in  relation  to  the  coins  of 
Mexico,  and  agreea  thereto. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  seve- 
ral acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Elijah  Van  Syckel ;  and,  on  motion,  it 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  for  the  prompt  settlement  of  public 
accounts,  and  for  the  punishment  of  the  crime  of 
perjury,"  together  witn  the  amendments  proposed 
thereto ;  and,  on  motion,  the  bill  was  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Barbour  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask 
leave  to  brinff  in  a  resolution  mntinff  to  the 
Washington  Library  a  copy  of  the  pubuc  docu- 
ments, laws,  and  journals. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  select  committee  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill,  together  with  the  sub- 
stitutes proposed  thereto,  for  abolishing  imprison* 
ment  for  debt,  reported  a  new  bill,  embracing  a 
number  of  sections ;  which  bill  was  read. 

Mr.  Barbour  laid  before  the  Senate  an  act  of 
the  British  Parliament,  pas.sed  June,  1822^  to  regu- 
late trade  between  the  British  possessions  in  Amer- 
ica and  the  West  Indies;  and  other  places  in 
America  and  the  West  Indies ;  which  act  was,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  B.,  ordered  to  be  printed. 


The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Buel  was  dis- 
cussed in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Southard,  agreeably  to  notice  given,  hav- 
ing obtained  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  punish 
frauds  committed  on  the  departments  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  which  bill  was  twice  read  by  general 
consent,  and  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  the  resolutions  to 
amend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  were 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Shannon  was 
again  taken  up;  when  Mr.  Noble  submitted,  at 
some  length,  his  objections  to  the  bill  and  the 
justice  of  the  claim  of  the  petitioner.  He  was  re- 
plied to  by  Mr.  R.  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky ; 
and,  after  some  amendment,  the  question  was 
taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  and  was  negatived  without  a  di- 
vision ;  and  the  bill,  of  course,  rejected. 

The  bill  to  divide  the  State  of  South  Carolina 
into  two  judicial  districts  was  taken  up  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  offered  several 
amendments,  which  were  agreed  to,  and  the  blanks 
were  filled.  In  the  course  of  the  discussion  of  it, 
the  clause  which  authorized  an  additional  mar- 
shal was  stricken  out,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ma- 
con. The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  bill  to  repeal  so 
much  of  the  act  of  April  IS,  1806,  as  limits  the 
price  ot  certain  lands  in  the  State  of  Tennessee. 
Considerable  discussion  took  place  on  this  bill, 
involving  chiefly  the  merits  of  the  controversy 
which  formerly  existed  between  North  Carolina 
and  Tennessee,  respecting  the  location  of  lands 
within  the  latter,  the  act  of  cession,  dec.,  in  which 
discussion  Messrs.  Eaton,  Macon,  Williams  of 
Tennessee,  Stokes,  and  Kelly,  engaged.  The 
bill  was  finally  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  office 
in  the  State  of  Missouri,  passed  through  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  W*bole,  in  which  its  exp^iency  wns 
explained  by  Mr.  Barton,  and  the  bill  was  or* 
dered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 


Wednesday.  February  5. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  John  Nicholson,  marshal  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Louisiana,  stating  that, 
in  the  year  1821,  a  number  of  Africans  were  cap- 
tured by  the  United  States'  vessel  of  war  the  Hor- 
net, and  libelled  in  said  district  court;  that  while 
they  remained  in  his  custody,  as  the  officer  of  the 
court,  it  became  necessary  to  supply  them  irith 
food,  clothing,  and  medical  attendance,  for  which 
he  has  never  been  paid ;  and  praying  the  reim- 
bursement of  his  expenses.  The  petition  wa^ 
read,  and  referred  to  tne  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  severally 
read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence. 

A  bdl  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Buel ; 
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A  bill  to  establbh  an  additional  Land  Office  in 
the  State  of  Missouri ; 

A  bill  to  divide  the  State  of  South  Carolina 
ioto  two  judicial  districts ; 

A  bill  to  repeal  so  much  6f  the  act  of  April  18, 
1806)  as  limits  the  price  of  certain  lands  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Barboiir  asked  leave, 
and  introduced  a  joint  resolution  to  deposite  in 
the  Library  of  the  City  of  Washington  a  copy  of 
the  public  documents,  6lc, 

Mr.  Elliott,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  James  Lloyd,  of  Virginia ;  which  was 
read. 

Mr.  LowRiE  gave  notice  that  he  should  aak 
leare  to  bring  in  a  resolution  directing  the  print- 
ing of  the  Journals  of  Consress,  from  the  fifth 
daf  of  September,  1774,  to  tne  third  of  Novem- 
ber. 1786. 

Mr.  Crandleb  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Fitzgerald,  who  served  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Revolutionanr  war,  praying  a  pen- 
sion, agreeably  to  the  act  of  March  3d,  1818 ;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
supplementary  to  the  acts  to  provide  for  certain 
persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  service  of 
the  United  States  during  the  Revolutionary  war," 
reported  the  same,  without  amendment:  and  the 
bill  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for,  Thursday,  the  13th  instant. 

The  PaBsinENT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Eleanor  Lawrence.  The  report  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  A  flairs. 

The  bill  sopplementary  to  the  several  acts  for 
the  adjustment  of  land  claims,  in  the  State  of 
Loaisiana,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Pbesident  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  on  the  memorial  of 
Benjamia  Sbain ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  oi  the 
bill  from  the  other  House,  to  make  perpetual  an 
act  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1817.  entitled  "  An 
act  to  continue  in  force  an  act  '*  further  to  pro- 
tide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
lonoage,  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1815,  and  for 
other  purposes." 

[The  act  of  1817,  which  this  bill  proposes  to 
make  perpetual,  provides,  in  substance,  that  if  any 
suit  or  prosecution  be  commenced  in  any  State 
court  against  an^  officer  of  the  United  States, 
ciril  or  military,  for  any  thing  done,  or  omitted  to 
be  done,  or  against  any  person  aiding  or  assisting 
tuch  officer,  that  the  said  officer  smiU  have  the 
tight  to  remove,  with  certain  legal  forms,  such 
suit  or  prosecution  out  of  the  State  court  into  the 
circait  court  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
State  court  shall  proceed  no  further  in  the  cause. 
There  are  other  provisions  in  this  act,  but  the 
tbore  is  the  only  contested  one.] 


On  this  bill  a  debate  arose,  which  occupied  the 
remainder  of  the  day's  session.  Mr.  Taylor,  of 
Virginia,  commenced  the  debate,  by  submitting, 
at  much  length,  his  objections  to  the  bill.  Messrs. 
Holmes,  of  Maine,  Van  Buren,  Eaton,  Lowrie, 
Mills,  and  Macon,  joined  in  the  debate — the  two 
fir»t  named  going  more  into  the  merits  of  the  act 
in  question,  than  the  other  gentlemen.  The  dis- 
cussion turned  principally  on  the  question  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court  over  causes 
originating  in  the  State  courts,  the  doctrines  ad- 
vanced, and  the  decisions  made  by  the  Supreme 
Court  in  questions  of  this  character,  dec.  Finally, 
the  bill  was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Buren. 
post^toned  to  Monday  next. 


Thursday,  February  6. 

The  President  communicated  to  the  Senate 
the  annual  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinkinff  Fund ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  KuGOLES,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  Jo- 
seph S.  McPherson ;  which  was  read. 

The  Spnate  took  up  tha  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  unfavorable  to  the  petition 
of  James  Lloyd,  and,  after  some  explanatory  re- 
marks by  Mr.  Barbour  and  Mr.  Elliott,  the 
report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  reported  a  bill  supplemental 
to  the  act  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  lay  out  a  road  (a  continuation  of 
the  Cumberland  road)  from  the  Ohio  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi river.  [This  bill  provides  that  the  road 
shall  be  laid  out  so  as  to  pass  through  Columbus, 
Indianapolis,  and  Vandalia,  the  seats  of  govern- 
ment of  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois; 
that  it  shall  be  laid  out  in  one  year ;  that  but  one 
commissioner  instead  of  three  shall  be  appointed 
to  perform  the  duty;  and  that  a  further  sum  of 
six  thousand  dollars  shall  be  appropriated  for  the 
object.]  The  bill  was  read  twice  by  general  con- 
sent 

Mr.  LowRiB,  agreeably  to  notice,  introduced  a 
joint  resolution,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, to  have  a  number  of  copies  of  the  Journals 
of  the  old  Congress  printed,  subject  to  the  future 
order  of  Congress;  which  resolution  was  twice 
read  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  Kino,  6f  Alabama,  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama,  praying  that  the 
military  works  for  the  defence  of  the  bay  and  har^ 
bor  of  Mobile  may  be  completed.  The  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affiiirs. 

Mr.  K.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  the  said 
Legislature,  praying  a  modification  of  the  laws 
providing  for  the  subdivision  and  sale  of  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  R.  also  presented  the  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  said  State,  instructing  their  Senators, 
and  requesting  their  Representatives^  to  endeavor 
to  procure  the  passage  oi  a  law  imposing  a  tonnage 
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duty  CD  all  vessels  coming  into  the  ports  of  Mobile 
and  Blakely.  The  resolution  was  read,  aod  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  said  State,  praying  the  passage  of 
a  law  requiring  a  treaty  to  be  held  with  the  Cher- 
okee Indians,  for  the  purchase  of  a  portion  of  their 
territory  lying  within  the  limits  of  the  State.  The 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Cbanoler  presented  the  petition  of  Thos. 
Eastman,  late  agent  of  a  contractor  for  furnishing 
the  Army  of  the  United  States  with  provisions, 
praying  reimbursement  of  his  expenditures  for 
storage.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  memorial  of  Alfred 
Moore  and  Sterling  Orgain,  praying  the  payment 
of  an  account  agamst  the  United  States;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Eaton  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration ;  which  was  read  t 

Reaolvedf  That  the  Slst  Rule  for  conducting  busi- 
ness in  the  Senate  be  amended  to  read  at  follows : 

**  A  nominating  committee,  to  consiat  of  &ve  mem- 
bera,  shall  be  chosen  on  the  third  day  of  each  aeaaion, 
by  ballot,  and  a  majority  of  Totes  shall  be  necessary  to 
a  choice ;  the  duty  of  which  committee  shall  be,  as 
soon  aa  may  be,  to  appoint,  and  report  to  the  Senate 
for  confirmation,  the  tfeveral  committees  authorised  by 
the  30th  rule  for  conducting  buainess  in  the  Senate. 
But  when  any  aubject  or  matter  ahall  have  been  re- 
ferred to  a  committee,  any  other  subject  or  matter  of 
similar  nature  may,  on  motion,  be  referred  to  such 
committee." 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '<An 
act  for  layine  out  and  making  a  road  from  the 
Lower  Rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie  to  the 
western  boundary  of  the  Connecticut  Western 
Reserve,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  agreeable  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown,"  together 
with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  aod  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 


Friday,  February  7. 

Mr.  RoGGLEs  presented  a  petition  from  a  num- 
ber of  citizens  of  the  State  of  Ohio, praying  Con- 
gress to  pass  a  law  granting  an  outfit  for  exploring 
the  polar  regions,  under  the  conduct  of  Captain 
John  Cleves  Symmes ;  not  only  with  a  view  of 
making  new  discoveries  in  geography,  natural 
history,  geology,  and  astronomy,  or  to  verify  the 
new  (heory  ot  the  earth,  advanced  by  Captain 
Symmes;  out  also,  with  the  view  of  opening 
new  sources  of  trade  and  commerce.  This  peti- 
tion was,  on  motion,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Alabama,  praying  fur- 
ther relief  to  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  in 
that  State.  The  memorial  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Kelly,  also,  presented  the  memorial  of  the 


said  Legislature,  praying  that  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands  within  the  counties  of  Jackson  and 
Decatur  may  be  deferred,  and  that  certain  settlers 
may  be  entitled  to  the  ri^ht  of  pre-eroptioD. — Re- 
ferred to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Daniel  Mer- 
rill, with  the  accoropanymg  documents,  made  a 
report,  accompanied  by^a  resolution,  that  the  pe- 
titioner have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition  and 
papers.  The  report  and  resolution  were  read, 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Noble  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Hetolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Pablic  Lands  be 
instructed  to  ioquif«  into  the  expediency  of  granting 
by  lew  the  fee  simple  to  Wiitiam  Conner,  to  lands, 
for  his  services  to  the  United  States,  in  aMtsting  to 
procure  the  treaties  with  the  several  tribes  of  Indiana, 
held  at  St.  Mary's,  in  the  month  of  October,  1818; 
and  that  the  evidence  of  the  services  of  William  Con* 
ner,  as  given  by  two  of  the  commbaionera  who  bdd 
the  treaties,  Jonathan  Jennings  and  Lewit  Casi,  be 
referred  to  the  said  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Ruogles,  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
John  Rush  and  Samuel  Conway,  praying  conh 
pensation  for  Revolutionary  services,  were  dis* 
charf^ed  from  the  further  consideration  tbereoij 
and  It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publio 
Lands.  I 

Mr^  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pablie 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  praying  ^ 
modification  of  the  laws  providing  for  the  su W 
vision  and  sale  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  made  a  report,  which  was  read,  and  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  report  froa^ 
the  Secretary  of  War,  with  accompanying  doco^ 
ments,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  ibe 
Senate,  of  the  22d  of  February,  1822,  requesting 
"the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  td 
^  be  collected  and  communicated  to  the  Senate,  at 

*  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Coo- 

*  gross,  the  best  information  which  hemay  beablj 
'to  obtain,  relative  to  certain  Indians,  and  the 
'  lands  intended  for  their  benefit,  on  the  Masking- 
'  um,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  granted  under  an  acj 
'  of  Congress  of  June  1,  17§6,  to  the  Society  d 

*  United  Brethren  for  propagating  the  Gospel 
'  amonff  the  Heathen,  showing,  as  correctly  as 
'  possible,  the  advance  or  decline  of  said  Indian^ 
'  m  numbers,  morals,  and  intellectual  endowmeotsi 
'  whether  the  lands  have  inured  to  their  sole  bea* 
'  efit,  and,  if  not,  to  whom,  in  whole  or  in  pa 
'  have  such  benefits  accrued,"  made  a  report; 
in  concurrence  therewith,  the  committee  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  same  committee,  td 
which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Lewis  D.  ^^ 
Schweinitz,  agent  of  the  Societv  of  United  Bretb* 
ren  for  propagating  the  Gtospel  amons  the  H^ 
then,  expressing  the  earnest  wish  of  the  Societ] 
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tD  be  dtrested  of  the  trust  estate  of  certain  lands 
OQ  thf  Moskingum,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  which 
were  granted  aod  conveyed  to  the  said  Society  by 
the  Inited  States,  by  patent,  bearing  date  the 
24ih  day  of  February,  1798,  made  a  report,  ac- 
compaDied  by  a  resolution,  that  the  committee  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
nd  memorial.  The  report  and  resolution  were 
:tid.  and  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
pr.5ted,  together  with  the  preceding  report,  for 
'h  ase  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  peti- 
^!oa  of  James  Morrison,  of  Kentucky ;  and  it  was 
lid  OQ  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  same  committee,  on  the  petition  of 
l^  S.  McPherson:  and  it  was  laid  on  the 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
aouoQ  of  the  6th  instant,  to  amend  the  31st  rule 
^r  coadocting  business  in  the  Senate ;  and  it 
^  laid  on  the  table. 

•Mr.B»TO!i,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
» tall  for  the  relief  of  Taylor  Berry.  The  bill 
^'nad,  aAd  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
•v^ole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  revive,  and 
'•0  eoDiinue  in  force,  the  seventh  section  of  an  act 
nulled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts 
•cr  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of 
Laumana,"  approred  the  eleventh  May,  1820, 
^i  ibr  other  purposes,  together  with  the  amend- 
•wireoortcd  thereto  by  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
K  Lands;  and,  on  motion,  the  further  considera- 
^  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
-K«  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
-^•eeoQ  Military  Afiairs,  laid  before  the  Senate 
*>ti«r  irom  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  subject 
'^t.!ieannamentof  the  fortresses  of  the  United 
?^^;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
'^tuoscof  the  Senate. 

^'  IViLLiAMB,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  same 
aoBuaee,  to  which  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
"^•^  a  bill  for  the  relief  ot  Eleanor  Lawrence ; 
^^^biil  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous  con- 
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r^e  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
^^t,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  extend  the 
^  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria, 
^  '-Le  District  of  Columbia,  together  with  the 
^^^^'^eiit  reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  on 
^-^  District  of  Columbia ;  and,  on  motion,  th6 
•3i<ifr  coosideratioo  thereof  was  postponed  to, 
i34made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next 

Ue  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

"ilaUEJIT  OP  THE  UnITED  StATES  *. 

^*  ike  Senate  and  Onue  of 

^fpraeniatwee  oftke  Vhited  Staiee  .• 
1  tnatmit,  herewith*  a  resolntion  of  the  Legitlatnre, 
*  id  10  eitnct  of  m  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Gcor- 
^  ud  a  meiDorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri, 
'^Tc  to  the  eztingaishment  of  the  Indian  title  to 
^'-»  vitbin  ihs  timito  of  these  States,  respectively. 

I'lbCosi.  2dSE88.— 7 


Believing  the  present  time  to  be  propitious  for  holding 
treaties  for  the  attainment  of  cessionii  of  land  from  the 
Indians  within  those  States,  I  submit  the  subject  to 
the  consideration  of  Congress,  that  adequate  appropri- 
ations for  such  treaties  may  oe  made,  should  Congress 
deem  it  expedient. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Wasbinoton,  Feb.  3,  1823. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  supplementary  to.  and  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  regulate  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,'  pass- 
ed 2d  March,  1799.  and  for  other  purposes  j"  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Sny- 
der;*' and  also  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  James  Hyde;"  in  which  bills  they  request 
the  concarrence  of  the  Senate. 

COLONIAL  TRADE. 

The  Senate  took  up  for  consideration  the  bill 
to  regulate  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  tfnited  States  and  certain  British  colonial 
ports. 

[This  bill  suspends  our  restrictive  acts  of  1818 
and  1820,  and  embraces  a  number  of  provisions 
erowing  out  of  the  repeal  of  the  late  restrictive 
laws  of  Great  Britain,  in  regard  to  foreign  inter- 
course and  trade  with  her  American  possessions.] 

Mr.  Barbour  (chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations)  presented  to  the  Senate,  in  a 
speech  of  considerable  length,  a  number  of  details 
and  facts  connected  with  the  subject  of  this  biilj 
he  took  a  historical  view  of  the  trade  and  inter- 
course of  this  country,  while  in  its  colonial  state, 
with  the  mother  country ;  traced  the  subject  down, 
through  all  the  embarrassments  and  difficulties 
which  have  subsequently  occurred  in  our  commer- 
cial intercourse  with  Great  Britain  and  her  colo- 
nies ;  the  treaties  formed  on  the  subject ;  the  causes 
and  necessity  of  our  late  restrictions,  forced  on  us 
by  the  close,  selfish,  and  unreciprocal  policy  of 
Great  Britain,  from  which  she  has  at  length  re- 
ceded, afler  finding  that  the  counteracting  meas- 
ures adopted  bv  the  United  States  were  firmly  and 
tenaciously  adhered  to.  Mr.  B.  also  took  this  oc- 
casion to  justify  the  agency  which  he  had,  as  an 
auxiliary  only,  and  not  a  principal,  in  producing 
and  maintaining  the  retaliatory  restrictive  system 
of  this  country ;  this  he  did  because  the  system 
had  borne  hard  on  the  interest  of  some  parts  of  the 
country,  and  it  had  been  imputed  to  him  as  a  fault 
that  he  had  aided  in  adopting  and  adhering  to  this 
policy.  He  ur^ed  the  success  of  the  system  in 
vindfcation  of  its  wisdom,  and  dwelt  some  time 
on  the  beneficial  effect  (referring  to  the  unanimity 
with  which  that  system  was  adopted  and  adhered 
to  by  Congress)  of  united  counsels  in  all  questions 
between  foreign  nations  and  ourselves.  When 
Mr.  B.  concluded,  the  bill  was  laid  over  to  Monday. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  proposition  made  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginiai 
to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
in  regard  to  the  election  of  President  of  the  Uni- 
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ted  States,  and  the  substitute  offered  thereto  by 
Mr.  DicKERSON,  of  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  rose,  and  addressed 
the  Senate  about  an  hour  in  support  of  his  own 
proposition  and  in  opposition  to  the  substitute. 
He  opposed  the  substitute,  because,  so  far  as  it 
proposed  an  uniformity  in  the  election  of  Elec- 
tors, by  districts,  throughout  the  Union,  it  had  a 
tenaency  to  create  an  aristocracy  of  small  States ; 
to  prevent  an  election  of  President  by  the  Elec- 
tors, and  to  throw  the  election  of  President  into  the 
House  of  Representatives,  where  the  small  States 
would  have  an  undue  weight,  the  effect  of  which 
might  in  time  be  to  produce  a  revolution  in  our 


the  legality  of  the  captures,  he  has  incurred  great 
expense,  for  which  he  prays  reimbursement ;  and 
that  the  United  States  may  take  such  order  for 
the  defence  of  the  suit  in  the  case  of  the  Mariana 
Flora,  now  before  the  Supreme  Court,  as  may  be 
deemed  just  and  proper ;  and,  on  his  motioo,  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  NavaL  Affairs 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  certificate,  signed  by  W.  H.  Harrison,  lat€ 
Major  General,  commanding  the  Northwistero 
army,  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  James  Morri- 
son, of  Kentucky ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RuGGLEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claiim, 


mignt  m  time  oe  lo  proance  a  revolution  in  our       Mr.  kuggles,  trom  tne  i^ommittee  ox  c^iaum 
political  system  that  would  be  fatal  to  the  present    to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Samuel  Q 


equality  assigned  to  the  small  States  by  the  Consti- 
tution. Mr.  T.laid  down  the  position  that  the  power 
of  the  Federal  Government  had  increased,  was  in- 
creasing, and  ought,  at  least,  not  to  be  extended ; 
he  argued  against  all  measures  which  would  have 
the  enect  to  produce  a  national  instead  of  a  fede- 
rated Government,  and  opposed  the  substitute  be- 
cause it  would  tend  to  produce  that  result.  He 
depicted  many  of  the  evils  which  would  naturally 

gow  out  of  the  election  of  President  by  the 


Richardson,  made  a  report  accompanied  by  a 
resolution,  that  the  praver  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted,  t^he  report  and  resoluiios 
were  read,  and  laid  on  the  table.     , 

Mr.  Ruggles,  from  the  Committee  of  ClaimN 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  Tur- 
ner, made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolutioo, 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  lo  be 
granted. 
^„  „«..  w.  —  — —  w.  .  .«w.^^^-  ^j  ^^  ,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  gave  notice  tha;,  to- 
__ouse  of  Representatives — ^the  opportunity  and  |  morrow,  be  should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  re^ 
the  inducement  which  it  would  hold  out  to  cor-  I  lution  proposing  an  amendment  to  tUe  Conbtitu- 
ruption ;  its  bad  effects  on  the  general  business  of  tion  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  intemal 
legislation,  and  the  interests  at  the  nation ;  the    improvement 

improper  connexion  it  would  create  between  an  Mr.  Benton,  from  the  Committee  on  Publid 
Executive  thus  elected,  and  those  in  the  Legisla-  Lands,  to  which  the  subject  was  referred,  reportedl 
ture  thus  acted  on.  The  election  of  the  Execu- '  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Don  Harpio  de 
tive  by  the  Legislative  branch,  even  if  pure,  he  |  la  Gautrais.  The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  tc  the 
deprecated  as  an  unnatural  and  illegitimate  con-  I  second  reading. 

nexion  of  distinct  powers  and  duties;  his  own  1  The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  th« 
amendment  he  thought  would  have  the  effect  to    motion  in  relation  to  William  Conner,  and  agreed 


keep  the  election  of  President  where  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution  designed  it  should  be,  and 
where  it  ought  to  be — that  is,  in  the  hands  of  the 
Electors  elected  by  the  people,  and  to  prevent  al 
most  the  possibility  of  an  election  ever  becoming 
necessary  by  the  members  of  Congress.  All  these, 
and  many  other  arguments,  Mr.  T.  pressed  ana 
illustrated  with  force  and  ingenuity.  When  he 
concluded — 

Mr.  DicKERSON  observed,  that  he  was  not  in 
possession  at  this  moment  of  the  facts  and  mate- 
rials necessary  to  enable  him  to  answer  the  inge- 
nious and  impressive  speech  of  Mr.  T.  now,  if 
it  should  be  in  his  power  to  do  so  at  all ;  for  he 
confessed  that  the  remarks  of  that  gentleman  had 

Sroduced  much  impression  on  his  mind,  as  they 
ad  no  doubt  done  on  others.    He  moved,  for  the 
purpose  of  allowing  time  for  reflection  and  inves- 
tigation, to  postpone  the  subject  to  Tuesday; 
which  motion  was  agreed  to. 
Adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  February  10. 

Mr.  Mills  presented  the  petition  of  Lieutenant 
Robert  F.  Stockton,  late  commander  of  the  Uni- 
ted States'  schooner  Alligator,  stating  that,  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duty,  he  captured,  and  brought  i^ 
for  adjudication,  two  vessels,  viz.,  the  Jeune  Eu- 
gene, and  the  Mariana  Flora  ;  that,  in  defending 


thereto. 

The  three  bills  brought  up,  on  the  7th  insuoi, 
from  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  concor^ 
rence,  were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  seci 
ond  reading.  j 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to] 
and  to  amend,  an  act,  entitled  ^An  act  to  r^:iilat< 
the  collation  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage, 
passed  the  2d  March,  1799,  and  for  other  par 
pose^,^'  was  read  the  second  time,  by  unanimoo^ 
consent,  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Lloto,  of  Massa 
chusetts,  it  was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  tc 
consist  of  five  members,  to  consider  and  reporl 
thereon;  and  Messrs.  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts 
Parrott,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  Kivo  of  Nevi 
York,  and  Smith  of  MaryLaod,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Taylor  Berry  wa 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tlv 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  directing  thi 
payment  of  the  Georgia  militia  claims,  for  ser 
vices  rendered  during  the  years  1798,  '3,  and  -4 
and,  no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  i 
was  reported  to  the  House;  and,  on  the  qaesuoQ 
"  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  tbid 
time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative-^ 
yeas  28,  nays  11,  as  follows: 

YsAs^Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Benton,  Browii  o 
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LouiiUni,  Brown  of  Ohio,  Dickenon,  Edwards,  El*  | 
liott,  FiodUy,  Gaiilard,  Holmea  of  Maine,  Holmes  of 
MiisiMippi,  Johnson  of  Kentacky,  Johnson  of  Loulsi- 
aatt  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  Lloyd  of  MassachQsetta, 
Noble,  Parrolt,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  South 
CaioUoa,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van 
Djke,  Ware,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Williams 
ofTeoneasee. 

Nats  — Messrs.  Boardman,  Chandler,  D'Wolf, 
Elton,  King  of  New  Yoilt,  Knight,  Maeon,  Mills, 
Morril,  Bogglee,  and  Van  Boren. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  extend  the 
charter  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  in 
tbeDistrict  of  Colombia,  together  with  the  amend- 
ment reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia;  and,  on  motion,  the  bill 
was  Uid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  to  revive  and  con- 
tinue in  force  the  7th  section  of  the  act  of  May, 
ISll,  supplementary  to  the  several  acfs  for  the 
adjastment  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana; and  af^er  some  discussion,  and  the  adoption 
of  an  amendment  proposed  by  the  Committee  of 
PoUie  Lands,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  next  resamed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  grant* 
iog  certain  lands  to  the  State  of  Ohio  for  the  pur- 
po«  of  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  the 
Lower  Rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie  to  the 
Western  boundary  of  the  Connecticut  Western 
Rtserre,  in  Ohio,  (through  the  Black  Swamp,) 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Indian  treaty 
coQchided  at  Brownstown. 

When  this  bill  was  up  on  a  former  day.  Mr. 
KixG,  of  New  York,  contended  that  the  lands 
which,  it  wa.i  asserted  b^  the  friends  of  the  bill, 
were  granted  by  the  Indians  to  make  this  road, 
had  not  been  granted  for  that  purpose ;  but  that 
the  mile  of  land  in  width,  on  each  side  of  the 
note  agreed  on  for  a  road,  was  granted  to  the 
United  States  by  the  Indians  for  the  formation  of, 
and  (0  pronMite  settlements  on,  the  line  of  the 
eontenplated  road,  dbc. 

This  opinion,  and  the  arguments  with  which 
Mr.  K.  accompanied  it,  were  to-dav  replied  to  bv 
Mr.  Baowir,  of  Ohio,  at  some  lengtli;  after  which 
the  bill  was  laid  over  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  hill  to  r^ulate  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
I  tween  the  limited  States  and  certain  British  colo- 
nial ports.    Some  dbcussion  arose  on  the  provis- 
'  ions  of  this  bill,  embracing  principally  questions 
«r  detail,  in  which  Messrs.  Llotd,  of  Massachu- 
'ielts,  Barboub,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Mills,  and 
King,  of  New  York,  participated ;  after  which  the 
"^iil  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 
The  SUnate  took  up  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
resident  of  the  Unit«l  States  to  cause  the  Lead 
ines  and  Salt  Spritig  lands  belonging  to  the 
Qited  States  to  be  exposed  to  public  sale. 
Mr.  Ki3iG,  of  New  York,  doubted  the  expedi- 
CT  of  ordering  a  sale  of  this  important  property 
f  the  nation,  the  extent  of  which  was  unknown, 
eept  so  far  as  that  it  was  known  to  be  of  great 


value;  at  least  he  was  opposed  to  adopting  any 
such  measure  without  mature  deliberation,  and 
moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  for  the  present — 
which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  to  extend  the  jurisaiction 
of  justices  of  the  peace,  in  the  recovery  of  debts, 
in  the  District  of  Uolumbia ;"  a  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  extend  the  time  allowed  for  tne  redemption 
of  lands  sold  for  direct  tax,  in  certain  cases ;''  and 
also  a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  vesting  in  the  State 
of  Virginia  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  all 
fines  assessed  for  non-performance  of  militia  duty, 
during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  within 
said  State;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  said  bills  were  read,  and  severally  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  juris- 
diction of  justices  of  the  peace,  in  the  recovery  of 
debts,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  extend  the  time 
allowed  for  the  redemption  of  land  sold  for  direct 
tax,  in  certain  cases,-'  was  read  the  second  time, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  vesting  in  the  State 
of  Virginia  the  right  of  the  Unitetf  States  to  all 
fines  assessed  for  non-performance  of  militia  dutjr, 
during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  within 
said  State,"  was  read  the  second  time,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Militia. 

Mr.  KiNo,  of  New  York,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration : 

Retohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  as 
soon  as  may  be,  an  estimate  of  the  qaantity  of  land 
in  the  State  of  Georgia  to  which  the  Indian  title  has 
been  extinguished  by  the  United  States  aince  the  ces- 
sion of  a  portion  of  the  territory  of  Georgia  to  the 
United  Statea,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  coat  of 
aach  extinguishment ;  and,  also,  an  estimate  of  the 
quantity  of  land  within  said  State,  and  by  what  tribes 
claimed,  to  which  the  Indian  titie  atiU  remains  to  be 
I  extingaished. 

Mr.  Bbnton  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afiairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what, 
proviaion  is  necessary  to  be  made  by  law  to  enable 
the  Preaident  of  the  United  States  to  alter  or  modify 
the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  October  18,  1820, 
between  the  United  States  and  the  GhocUw  tribe  of 
Indians,  so  as  to  give  effect  to  the  said  treaty  without 
injustice  to  the  white  population  settled  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Arkansas. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
communicated  the  following  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed : 
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8im  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  in  reply  to 
your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  that,  until  the  month  of 
August,  1818,  no  particular  account  was  kept  of  the 
number  of  applications  for  pensions,  under  the  act  of 
the  18th  March,  1818.  Since  that  time,  however,  a 
register  of  the  claimants  has  been  kept,  from  which 
it  would  appear,  that  37,948  have  applied  for  the  ben- 
efits of  that  act,  and  since  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
May  1st,  1820,  3,039  have  applied  under  both  laws — 
18,880  claims  have  been  admitted  in  all;  2,328  of 
which  have  been  rejected,  or  dropt  from  the  roll,  un- 
der the  act  of  the  1st  May,  1820.  On  the  4th  of 
September  last,  12,331  were  then  on  the  pension  list. 
The  remaining  4,221  «re  either  dead,  or,  firom  causes 
unknown  to  this  Department,  have  failed  to  exhibit 
schedules  of  property.  In  1818,  the  sum  of  $104,900 
85,  was  paid  to  pensioners,  under  the  act  of  that 
year;  in  1819,  $1,811,328  96 ;  in  1820,  the  sum  paid 
was  only  $1,373,849  41,  the  list  of  pensioners  having 
been  reduced  by  the  operation  of  tne  act  of  the  1st 
May,  1830;  in  1831,  the  sum  of  $1,200,000  was 
paid ;  and,  in  the  year  1822,  the  sum  of  $1,833,936  30. 

The  apparent  excess  of  expenditure  in  1822,  arises 
from  the  circumstance,  that,  m  the  preceding  year,  a 
deficiency  was  occasioned  by  a  greater  number  having 
applied  for  pensions  that  year  than  was  anticipated 
when  the  estimates  were  made:  $461,836  of  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  last  year  was  due  the  pensioners  in 
the  preceding  year. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  to  the  committee,  of 
which  you  are  chairman,  the  propriety  of  limiting  the 
commencement  of  the  Revolutionary  pensions,  in  all 
cases,  to  the  time  of  completing  the  testimony,  not 
only  in  original  claims,  but  where  persons  have  been 
continued  on,  or  restored  to,  the  pension  roll.  At 
present,  the  latter  class  receive  their  pay  from  the  4th 
March,  1820  ;  and  the  prospect  of  receiving  the 
amount  of  three  years'  stipend,  at  one  time,  opens  a 
door  to  attempts  at  fraud,  and  is  no  small  inducement 
for  many  to  dispose  of  their  property  with  a  view  of 
receiving  pensions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Hon.  Javbs  Noblx, 

Chairman  Com,  Pennom, 


Tdbsdat,  February  11. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  <An 
act  relating  to  the  ransom  of  American  captives  of 
the  late  war,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  memorial  of  a  num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants  of  Illinois,  praying  relief 
may  be  extended  to  those  purchasers  o!  public 
lands  who  had  paid  for  the  same  prior  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act  of  Congress  for  the  relief  of  the 
purchasers  of  public  lands. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Gkoeral  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  praying  a  donation  of  public  land  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Natchez  Hospital.  The  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Phil- 


adelphia Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  relation  to 
the  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage.  The  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  select  committee  to  which  was  re- 
ferred, yesterday,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supple- 
mentary  to.  and  to  amend,  an  act,  entitled  'An 
act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,  passed  the  2d  March,  1799,  and  for 
other  purposes." 

Mr.  Thomas  present^  the  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  relAtive  to  the 
location  and  marking  of  the  road  irom  Wheeling 
to  the  Mississippi.  The  resolution  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  Benton  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel 
M.  Boon,  late  a  captain  of  rangers,  praying  reim- 
bursement of  his  expenses  for  a  serTant  and  two 
horses.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Benton  also  presented  the  menoiorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  praying 
the  organization  of  a  tribunal  for  the  adjoaication 
of  unconfirmed  claims,  to  lands,  and  that  a  duty 
may  be  imposed  on  imported  lead.  The  memortai 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lai]fds. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  presented  the  memorial  of  D. 
Dunham,  praying  tnat  certain  priviltt;es  may  be 
conferred  on  the  steamship  Robert  FoUoa.  The 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the 
resolution  directing  the  printing  of  the  Journal 
of  Congress,  from  the  fifth  day  of  September, 
1774,  to  the  third  day  of  November,  1786,  report- 
ed the  same  without  amendment. 

Agreeably  to  the  notice  yesterday  ^iren,  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  asked  and  obtamed  leave, 
and  introduced  the  following  joint  resolution; 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading : 

Besohed,  hp  the  Senate  and  Hrnue  of  MUpreaentor 
iivee  of  the  United  State*  of  America  ta  Cmegrtce  om^ 
aemhkdj  two-thirds  of  both  Uoueu  oomewring^  That 
the  following  smenoment  to  the  Goastitataon  of  the 
United  States  be  proposed  to  the  Legistatues  of  the 
several  States ;  which,  when  ratified  by  the  L^iah* 
tures  of  three-fourths  of  the  Sutet,  shall  be  Talid,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  the  said  Conjti- 
totion : 

That  Congress  shall  have  power  to  a*dopt  and  ex* 
ecnte  a  system  of  internal  improvements,  ooafined  to 
great  national  purposes. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
cond  reading. 

Mr.  Southard,  from  the  Committee  on  the  J 
diciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  t 
punishment  of. frauds  committed  on  the  De^^ 
ments  of  the  Government  of  the  United  Stat 
reported  the  same  without  amendment 

The  bill  directing  the  payment  of  the  Greor 
militia  claims  for  services  rendered  during 
years  1792,-'3,  and  '4,  was  read  a  third  time, 
passed. 

The  bill  to  revive  and  to  continue  in  force  t 
seventh  section  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  supple 
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mcDtaiy  to  the  several  acts  for  the  adjustment  of 
land  claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  approved 
the  11th  May^  1820,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  nassed. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  tne  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  commute  the  pension  of 
Lieutenant  Alfred  Floumoy  ;  and  the  bill  was 
read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  reflate  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States,  and  certain  British  colonial 
ports ;  and  after  some  further  discussion  of  its  de- 
tails, and  some  amendment  thereof,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  James  Turner,  and,  in  concurrence  there- 
with, resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
oQfht  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  10th  instant,  for  requesting  certain 
information  in  relation  to  the  Indian  title  to  lands 
within  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  asreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  10th  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs  in  relation  to  a  certain  In- 
dian treaty;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of 
Mississippi,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  mesaaiffe  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Rees,  of  New  York,  one  of  the  sureties  of  Joseph 
H.  Rees,  deceased,  late  assistant  deputy  paymas- 
ter general  in  the  service  of  the  United  States," 
in  which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  said  bill  was  read,  and  it  passed  to  the  se- 
cond reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Eleanor  Lawrence ;  and,  an  amendment  hav- 
ing been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

M:W  ENGLAND  MISSISSIPPI   LAND  OOxM- 

PANY. 

Mr.  Van  Bcren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  a  petition  of  the 
Massachusetts  Directors  of  the  Association  called 
the  New  Enffland  Mississippi  Land  Company, 
made  a  detaued  report  thereon,  adverse  to  the 
pnyer  of  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  bj  an  act  of  Congress,  dated  March  81,  1814, 
entitled  **An  act  providing  for  the  indemnification  of 
certain  claimants  of  pubUc  land  in  the  Mississippi 
Terrttoiy,"  it  ii  enacted,  that  every  person  or  peraoos 
dairoing  aaid  land,  vrho  have  exhibited  their  claim  to 
the  8ecreUTy  of  State,  *<  shall  be  allowed  until  the 
first  Monday  in  January  next,  to  depoiite,  in  the  of* 
fice  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  a 
fuffictent  legal  release  of  all  such  claim  or  claims,  to 
the  United  States,  and  an  assignment  and  transfer  to 
the  United  States,  of  their  nght  and  claim  to  any  sum 
«f  money,*'  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  State  of 


Georgia,  as  a  consideration  for  the  purchase  of  the 
land  released,  with  a  power  to  recover  the  same; 
*<such  release,  assignment,  transfer,  and  power,  to 
take  effect,  on  indemnification  of  such  claimants  being 
made,  conformably  to  the  provisions  of  this  act" 

And  the  Secretary  of  State,  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  time  being,  were  thereby  conttitated  and  ap- 
pointed a  Board  of  Commissioners,  *'  and  fully  au- 
thorized and  required  to  adjudge  and  determine  upon 
the  sufficiency  of  the  release,  and  assignments,  and 
powers,  to  be  executed  and  deposited  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  State ;  and  also  to  adjudge,  and  finally 
to  determine  upon,  all  controversies  arising  from  such 
claims  so  released  as  aforesaid,  which  may  be  found  to 
conflict  with,  and  be  adverse  to,  each  other ;  and,  also, 
to  adjudge  and  determine  upon  all  such  claims,  under 
the  aforesaid  act,  or  pretended  act,  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  as  may  be  found  to  have  accrued  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  by  operation  of  law/' 

By  the  act  aforesaid,  the  President  was  authorized 
and  required  to  cause  to  be  issued,  from  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  to  such  claimants,  respectively, 
certificates  of  stock,  payable  out  of  moneys  arising 
from  the  sale  of  said  public  lands ;  and  among  other 
companies,  to  the  person  claiming  in  the  name,  or  un- 
der the  Georgia  Missisidppi  Company,  under  the  like 
terms  and  restrictions,  a  sum  not  exceeding,  in  the 
whole,  one  million  fLse  hundred  and  fiAy  thousand 
dollars : 

**  Prondedf  That  any  person  having  claims  under 
either  of  said  companies,  and  entitled  to  indemnity  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  ahall  receive  such  indemnity  only 
in  proportim  to  the  amount  of  such  claim." 

By  an  act  of  Congress,  supplementary  to  the  above, 
dated  23d  January.  1816,  the  President  was  author- 
ised, by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint 
three  fit  and  disinterested  persons  to  be  and  act  as 
commissioners,  by  virtue  of  said  first-mentioned  act, 
in  the  place  of  the  public  officers  therein  mentioned. 
The  said  persons  wore  constituted  and  appointed  a 
Board  of  Commissioners ;  which  board  was  *'  declared 
to  be  intended  to  efiect  the  same  purposes  and  ser- 
vices as  the  said  original  board,"  and  was  thereby 
'*  authorised  to  execute  all  the  powers  granted  to,  and 
directed  to  perform  ail  the  dnties  enjoined  upon,  the 
said  original  Board  of  Commissioners,  according  to 
the  intent  and  provisions  of  the  act  aforesaid." 

In  pursuance  of  the  said  last-mentioned  act,  Thom- 
as Swan,  Francis  8.  Key,  and  John  Law,  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  were  daly  appointed  commissioners 
to  perform  said  service ;  and  from  the  decree  herewith 
exhibited,  and  from  the  case  of  Brown  against  Gil- 
man,  decided  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  and  reported  in  4th  volume  of  Wheaton's  Re- 
ports, it  doth  sjppear,  that  the  Georgia  Mississippi 
Company,  mentioned  in  said  act,  sold  and  conveyed 
to  certain  persons  in  New  England,  all  the  land  which 
they  had  acquired  by  said  act,  or  pretended  act,  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  estimated  to  contain  eleven  millions 
three  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  acres,  at  and  after 
the  rate  of  ten  cents  per  acre ;  two  cents  of  which 
were  paid  in  money,  and  the  residue  by  notes  of  the 
respective  purchasers,  payable  in  successive  year$, 
with  approved  endorsers.  The  deed  of  conveyance, 
in  due  form  of  law,  was  made  to  the  purchasers,  and 
being  placed  in  *'  escrow"  for  a  short  time,  on  pay- 
ment of  the  money,  and  reception  of  notes,  with  en- 
dorsers satisfactory  to  the  vendors,  said  deed  was  duly 
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delivered  to  the  purchaserg,  who  formed  the  ftsaocUtion 
above  mentioned,  and  conveyed  their  reapecttve  shares 
in  said  land  to  the  trnsteei  of  said  New  England  Missis- 
sippi Lajul  Company,  who  were  authoriied  to  issue  ne- 
g^otiable  eertificates,  or  scrips,  so  called,  declaring  the 
possessor  thereof  to  be  entitled  to  the  proceeds  of  the 
quantity  of  land  therein  mentioned.  The  said  trus- 
tees of  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land  Company, 
and  directors  thereof,  petitioners  as  aforesaid,  in  pur- 
suance of  said  act  of  indemnification,  made  proper  re* 
leases  and  assignments  of  all  right  and  claim  to  said 
land,  and  money  in  the  treasury  of  Georgia,  to  the 
United  States,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  required  by  said  act,  and 
presented  a  claim  for  indemnification  for  the  whole  of 
said  land,  amounting,  by  said  act,  to  one  million  five 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

The  Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  above  named, 
presented  a  claim  to  said  commissioners  for  indemni- 
fications to  the  amount  of  957,600  acres,  part  of  said 
land  sold  by  them  as  aforessid,  equal  to  one  hundred 
and  thirty  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars 
and  twelve  cents,  (say  $130,425  12,)  in  consequence 
of  certain  unpaid  notes  they  possessed,  given  in  part 
for  the  purchase  of  said  land,  amounting  to  ninety- 
five  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  dollars,  ^say 
$96,760;)  which  claim  of  said  Georgia  Mississippi 
Company,  was  opposed  by  said  New  Sngland  Com- 
pany, none  of  which  members  were  indebted  on  said 
notes ;  the  sale  of  said  land  by  the  said  original  pur- 
chasers or  parties  to  said  notes  having  been  made  soon 
after  they  acquired  the  title  as  above,  their  assignees 
being  members  of  the  company.    The  said  commia* 
sioners,  however,  adjudged  and  decreed  that  the  said 
Georgia  Mississippi  Land  Company,  as  vendors  of  said 
land,  (although  no  mortgage  or  special  security  was 
made  or  reserved  thereon,}  had  a  just  right  or  lien  upon 
said  quantity  of  land,  for  which  said  unpaid  notes  were 
given;  and  the  said  commissioners  scoordingly  did 
adjudge  and  assign,  out  of  the  said  sum  of  $1,560,000, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  four  hnn* 
dred  and  twenty-five  dollars  and  twelve  cents,  (say 
$130,425  18,)  to  the  said  Georgia  Mississippi  Land 
Company ;  the  largest  portion  of  which,  about  tkretp^ 
fourths,  as  appears  by  the  said  decree  of  said  oommie- 
sionere,  was  adjudged  to  belong  to  the  United  Stales, 
who  claimed  under  the  said  Georgia  Mississippi  Land 
Company,  in  virtue  <^  shares  therein  surrendered  to 
the  State  of  Georgia,  and  by  the  act  aforeeaid  re- 
served to  the  United  States.    And  the  United  Sutes, 
as  appears  by  said  decree,  now  retain  from  said  origi* 
nal  sum,  as  representing  shares  of  said  Georgia  Mis- 
sissippi Land  Company,  a  larger  sum  than  the  said  one 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  dollars  twelve  cents,  (si^  $130,425  12,)  taken  by 
said  commissioners  from  the  said  New  England  Missis- 
sippi Land  Company  as  aforesaid.    It  also  appears  by 
the  report  of  said  commissioners,  herewith,  that  the 
said  commissioners  received  as  claims  on  said  fund 
the  certificates  or  scrip  of  divers  persons,  issued  by  the 
trustees  of  said  New  England  Mississippi  Land  Com* 
pany,  to  the  amount  of  one-fourth  part  of  the  stock  of 
said  company,  or  thereabouts.    Said  directors  urged 
to  said  commissioners  that  persons  who  held  their  cer- 
tificates, and  were  thereby  members  of  the  company, 
ought  to  resort  to  the  trustees  or  treasurer  for  their 
share  or  dividend,  after  the  indemnification  had  been 
received  by  the  treasurer;  bat  the  board  considered 
that  such  certificate  holder  might  well  apply  to  them 
for  payment  or  satisfaction  of  Uieir  scrip  in  said  com- 


pany, deducting  the  reasonable  proportion-  of  the 
expenses  of  the  company.  They  also  decreed  that 
persons  holding  the  scrip  or  certificates  of  said  com- 
pany, which  were  dmved  originally  from  the  sales 
made  by  parties  to  said  unpaid  notes,  had  bo  claim 
whatever  on  said  fund ;  anil  in  a  distribatiMi  thereof, 
assigned  to  such  ceitificata  holdeis  whoae  daims  they 
allowed  as  above,  their  proportion  of  the  oompsDy 's 
funds,  unencumbered  by  certificates  derived  originally 
from  the  parties  to  aaid  notes  as  aforesaid. 

It  iUrther  appears,  from  the  said  case  of  8rown  and 
Gilman  being  a  suit  brought  against  said  directors  by  the 
holder  of  one  of  said  certificates  which  bad  iaraed  from 
the  title  of  the  parties  to  said  unpaid  notes  aforesaid, 
that  the  commissioners  erred  in  pronouncing  that  there 
was  any  lien  upon  said  land,  in  consequence  of  aaid 
unpaid  notes;  and  the  said  directors  were  adjudged 
liable  to  pay  the  same  certificates,  which  tho  oommis- 
sioners  had  declared  were  not  obligatory;  and  thus 
the  said  directors,  the  petitioners,  who,  by  the  proceed- 
ings of  said  commissioners,  received  only  aboat  three- 
fourths  of  the  stock  of  the  company,  were  held  liable 
to  pay,  in  the  first  instance,  the  whole  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  dollars  twelve  cents,  (say  $190,486  12L) 

It  also  appears  that  the  commissioBers  were  not 
informed  of  the  laws  of  Georgia,  which*  similar  to 
those  of  Massachusetts,  do  not  allow  any  Uen  to  the 
vendor  of  land  without  mortgage  or  special  securi- 
ty ;  and  the  surviving  commisaioners  (Messan.  Swann 
and  Key)  are  now  fully  satisfied  that  the  aaid  award 
was  erroneous. 

On  the  above  facts,  the  petitioners  have  prayed  that 
the  aforesaid  sum,  erroneously  withheld  from  them  by 
said  commissioners,  may  be  granted  to  them ;  and,  if 
not,  that  they  may  be  reinvested  in  their  title  to  said 
nine  hundred  and  fifty-seven  thousand  six  hundred 
acres  (say  957,600  acres)  of  land,  for  which  they  hare 
received  no  indemnification,  by  an  act  declaring  that 
the  said  release  executed  by  them  to  the  United  States, 
shall  be  inoperative  as  respects  said  quantity  of  land ; 
and  that  the  deeds  and  evidence  of  title,  which  in 
virtue  of  said  act  have  been  deposited  by  said  com- 
missioners in  said  office  of  the  Socretary  of  State,  may 
be  restored  to  them,  or  atteated  oopiea  granted,  allow- 
ing the  same  to  have  the  force  of  origtnala  in  courts  of 
the  United  Sutes. 

The  committee  are  satisfied  thtt  the  whole  of  the 
said  sum  of  $1,550,000  ought  in  strictness  to  have  been 
awarded  to  said  directors  of  the  New  England  Missis* 
sippi  Land  Company  by  said  commissionen ;  bat  they 
apprehend  that  the  above  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
ought  not  to  be  granted,  for  tne  following  reasons,  viz  : 
The  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  if  granted,  must  be 
satisfied  out  of  the  moneys  awarded  by  the  commis- 
sioners to  tho  Georgia  Mississippi  Land  Compftoy,  and 
to  the  United  States,  as  assignees  of  such  of  the  Geor* 
gia  Mississippi  Land  Company  as  had  aunrendered 
under  the  act  of  Georgia. 

The  reference  to  the  commissioners  waa,  as  has 
already  been  stated,  **  to  adjudge,  and  finally  deter* 
mine  upon,  all  controversies  arising  from  such  claims, 
so  released  as  aforesaid,  which  may  be  found  to  con- 
flict with,  and  to  be  adverse  to,  each  other;  and,  also, 
to  adjudge,  and  determine  upon,  all  such  claims,  under 
the  aforesaid  act,  or  pretended  act,  as  may  be  found  to 
have  accrued  to  the  United  States  by  operation  of  law/' 
The  contemplated  compensation,  which  was  to  extin- 
guish a  disputed  claim,  was  made  by  the  United  States 
for  the  sake  of  peace ;  the  submission  was  volnntariiy 
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entered  into  by  the  psftief,  with  full  knowledge  of  the  I 
powen  of  the  commtMionen,  the  circuinetances  of} 
their  seiection,  the  coneluttveneu  of  their  award,  and 
their  liability  to  err.  If  the  mietake  had  been  in  favor 
of  thoM  who  elaim  the  fond,  thoac  who  hold  it  would 
have  been  without  redreae.  All  that  the  United  States 
wcrs  respooaihie  for,  waa  an  honest  diaeharge  of  their 
daties  by  the  commiaaio&era.  That  such  has  been  the 
cue,  is  not  controTerted ;  and,  that  being  admitted, 
the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioners  have 
no  reason  to  complain,  if  the  award  i^  sufiered  to  ro* 
mtin  as  binding  upon  them,  as  it  necessarily  was  upon 
their  adversafies. 

Secondly.  Independently  of  these  considerations, 
the  trustees  of  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land 
Company  are  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
entitled  to  the  relief  they  ask.  They  have  lost  their 
legtl  rights  by  the  error  of  the  commissioners,  under 
the  circumstances  which  have  been  stated ;  and  their 
application  now  is  to  the  equity  of  the  Government, 
which  can  only  be  to  relieve  them  from  injustice. 
What  is  their  equity  ?  They  ask  money  for  lands  for 
which  they  hnve  never  paid.  They  ask  it  at  the  ex- 
pense of  thoee  who  have.  I^  through  the  improvi- 
dence of  thoae  from  whom  they  purchased,  they,  before 
the  lubiBiarioii  and  award,  could,  on  strict  legal  prin^ 
ciples,  entitle  themaelvea  to  what  they  now  aak,  it  was 
their  good  Ibrtame;  but,  having  lost  that  legal  advan- 
isge  without  fraud,  they  are  without  cause  of  complaint 
that  it  is  not  restored  to  them;  for  they  have  lost 
Qothing  to  which  they  were  in  conscience  entitled. 

Thirdly.  If  the  loss  had  fallen  on  those  of  the  New 
England  Miaaissippi  Land  Company  who  had  not  paid, 
or  their  immediate  assignees,  it  is  conceded  that  this 
application  would  be  without  merit  That  it  has  fallen 
00  others,  is  on  account  of  the  terms  of  the  original 
Assodstion,  and  the  manner  of  transacting  their  busi- 
nesi,  authorized  by  the*  trustees  and  those  they  repre- 
sent; and  can  furnish  no  ground  of  claim  against 
ihotewho  had  no  agency  in  that  matter,  and  who  are, 
it  least,  equally  innocenU 

Fourthly.  If  the  grounds  relied  on  by  the  commit- 
tee for  refaoing  the  direct  relief  prayed  for,  are  well 
grounded,  tboy  are  equally  valid  against  the  prayer  for 
^  lurrender  of  the  release. 

INDIAN  RESERVATION. 
Mr.  NoBLS  moved  the  foilowiiig  resolution  : 

Btntted,  That  the  Committee  en  the  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aothor- 
inog  by  law  the  sale  of  the  tract  of  land  reserved  to 
the  Wea  tribe  of  Indians  by  the  second  article  of  the 
treaty  held  nt  8t.  Maiy'a,  on  the  Sd  day  of  October, 
Idid,  and  which  tract  of  land  waa  ceded  to  the  United 
Sutes  by  tbo  said  tribe  of  Indiane  by  virtue  of  the 
treaty  held  at  Vincennes  on  the  Uth  day  of  August, 
1S20. 

Mr.  Noble,  in  offering  the  resoiution,  said  that, 
by  virtue  of  the  treaty  with  the  Wea  tribe  of  In- 
dians,  held  at  St.  Mary's  in  the  month  of  Octo- 
ber, 1818,  and  by  the  second  article  of  the  treaty,^ 
the  Wea  Indians  reserved  to  themselves  a  tract  of 
laad  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  at  the  month  of  Rac- 
coon creek,  seven  miles  in  extent,  and  bordering' 
on  the  Wabash  river,  dbc;  that  the  same  tribe  of 
Indians,  by  a  treaty  held  at  Vincennes  on  the  11th 
day  of  August,  1820,  ceded  to  the  United  States 
the  tract  ot  land  which  they  reserved  by  the  se- 


cond article  of  the  treaty  held  at  St.  Mary's  in* 
October,  1818.  That  he  had  recently  understood* 
that  the  tract  of  land  was  included  in  the  coanty 
of  Parke,  and  included  the  centre  of  the  county  \. 
and  that  the  citizens  of  that  county  had  labored 
for  vears  under  great  inconveniences  for  the  want- 
of  tne  land  being  sold  by  the  United  States,  and 
an  opportunity  (which  could  only  be  afforded  by 
a  sale  of  the  lands)  to  fix  their  permanent  county 
seat.  Since  he  had  heard  of  the  difficulties  which 
the  citizens  of  Parke  county  labored  under,  in  re- 
lation to  their  county  seat,  ne  applied  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  and  found  clearly  that  an 
act  of  Congress  would  be  necessary  to  authorize 
the  sale  of  the  tract  of  land  referred  to  in  the  re- 
solution, though  by  the  existing  laws  the  land 
could  be  surveyed.  He  further  added,  that  the 
land  was  valuable,  and  he  hoped  that  provision 
would  be  made  by  law  to  authorize  the  sale  of  it ; 
and  that  he  was  confident  the  interest  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  would  be  promoted,  and  the  citizens  of 
Parke  county  relieved  from  their  present  embar- 
rassment. 

Mr.  Noble  then  moved  the  Senate  to  consider 
the  resolution ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to.and 
the  subject  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  according  to  his  motion. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  proposition  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  to 
amend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in 
regard  to  the  election  of  President  of  the  United 
States,  together  with  the  substitute  proposed  there- 
for by  Mr.  Dickerson,  of  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Dickerson  said,  the  subject  under  conside- 
ration was  one  of  great  importance,  and  merited 
all  the  attention  which  Congress  could  bestow 
upon  it.  I  am  sensible,  said  He,  that  I  must  fail 
in  any  attempt  to  do  justice  to  the  propositions  I 
have  submitted  to  the  Senate,  especialiv  when  I 
must  meet  the  op^sition  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Taylor,)  a  veteran  in 
Constitutional  disquisitions,  whose  opinions  on 
subjects  connected  with  our  Constitution,  even 
when,  unsupported  by  reasoning  or  facts,  have 
nearly  acquired  the  weight  of  conclusive  argu- 
ments. 

In  one  thing,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  and. 
I  agree :  that  the  present  Constitutional  mode  of 
choosing  a  President  of  the  United  States,  is  in- 
adequate to  the  purpose,  and  highly  dangerous  to 
the  Union.  We  agree,  that  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution,  in  this  particular,  is  absolutely  ne- 
cessary ;  but  we  differ  as  to  the  remedy  to  be  ap- 
plied. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  show,  that  so  much  of  that 
gentleman's  proposition  as  differs  from  the  amend- 
ment I  have  proposed,  is  inexpedient,  and  even 
dans;erous ;  that  is,  so  much  as  respects  the  exam- 
ination of  the  Electoral  votes  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States — and  their  reference  a  second 
time  to  the  Electors.  By  the  Constitution,  the 
Electors  are  to  give  their  votes  for  President  and 
Vice  President,  throughout  the  Union,  on  the 
I  same  day.    When  the  votes  are  counted  before 
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the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  in  case 
of  no  election  by  the  Electors,  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives is  to  proceed  immediately  to  choose 
the  President.  No  more  time  is  allowed  by  law, 
for  the  different  steps  of  the  Presidential  election, 
■  after  the  choice  of  Electors,  than  is  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  afford  the  remote  States  the  opportunity 
of  giving  their  votes.  These  provisions  were  in- 
tended to  prevent  intrigue  and  combination  ;  and 
they  are  wisely  calculated  to  produce  that  effect. 
All  which,  however,  would  be  completely  coun- 
teracted by  adopting  the  proposition  of  thegentle- 
tnan  from  Virgmia. 

By  this  plan,  the  votes  of  the  Electors  are  to  be 
returned  to  the  President  of  the  United  States ;  to 
be  opened  and  examined  by  him ;  and,  if  it  shall 
appear  that  no  person  has  received  a  majority  of 
the  Electoral  votes,  he  shall  make  proclamation 
of  the  fact :  give  notice  of  it  to  all  the  State  Exe- 
cutives, and  publish  the  number  of  votes  given  to 
each  person  as  President  j  whereupon,  the  Elec- 
tors shall  afi^in  be  convened,  and  again  vote.  It 
is  evident,  that  the  Electors  must  fai  chosen  at  a 
much  earlier  period  than  is  now  required,  for  there 
must  be  time  to  send  on  the  Electoral  votes  from 
the  most  remote  States,  to  the  President,  and  to 
send  messengers  to  those  States,  in  case  of  failure 
to  send  on  the  votes.  There  must  be  time  for  ex- 
amining the  rotes  by  the  President;  returning 
them  to  the  State  Executives ;  re-assembling  the 
Electors  for  a  second  vote.  All  these  operations 
give  room  for  intrigue,  and  are  attended  with 
danger. 

The  votes  of  the  Electors  are  to  be  sent  on  to 
the  President,  who  may  be  a  candidate  himself; 
or,  if  not,  he  may  be  disposed  to  nominate  his 
successor.  He  shall  open  and  examine  the  votes; 
and,  if  it  shall  appear  that  no  person  has  a  major^ 
ity  of  the  whole  number,  he  shall  make  procla- 
mation. He,  therefore,  must  decide  upon  the 
legality  of  votes — ^which  are  to  be  counted,  and 
which  not — ihe  i>ower  to  examine  and  count  the 
votes,  and  to  decide  if  any  one  has  a  majority  of 
the  whole,  implies  the  power  to  reject  those  which 
ought  not  to  be  counted.  Such  a  power  is  vested 
in  the  body  now  authorized  to  examine  and  count 
the  Electoral  votes.  But  are  we  prepared  to  vest 
such  a  power  in  any  individual,  however  exalted 
his  station  or  his  virtues  ?  But,  suppose  the  Pres- 
ident should  avail  himself  of  the  assistance  of  his 
Cabinet,  as  in  other  cases,  where  he  has  important 
duties  to  perform,  would  the  case  be  much  altered 
for  the  better  ?  I  will  suppose  this  part  of  the  gen- 
tleman's amendment  already  adopted,  and  that 
some  eighteen  or  twenty  months  to  come  are  al- 
ready past ;  that  the  Electoral  votes  are  transmit- 
ted to  the  President ;  that  his  Cabinet  is  assembled, 
and  busily  engaged  in  opening  and  examining 
these  votes.  The  assemblage  would  present  an 
interesting  groupe,  worthy  of  the  pencil  of  Ho- 
garth ;  I  will  suppose  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
to  be  an  invisible  spectator  of  this  novel  scene — 
and, I  think,  he  would  be  convinced,  that,  although 
his  proposition  might  be  considered  as  an  altera- 
tion,  it  could  not  be  considered  as  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution. 


In  1808  the  Electors  of  Massachusetts  were 
chosen  by  the  joint  vote  of  the  two  houses  of  the 
Legislature ;  but  the  resolution  for  going  into  joint 
meeting  required  the  assent  of  the  Goyemor,  which 
he  refused  to  give. 

It  happened  that  the  vote  of  Massachusetts  made 
no  difference  as  to  the  result  of  the  election  ;  the 
votes  were  received  and  counted;  but,  had  the 
election  turned  upon  the  votes  of  Massachusetts, 
they  might  have  been  rejected.  We  will  suppose 
the  same  thing  to  happen  under  the  proposed 
amendment :  the  votes  are  returned  to  tne  Presi- 
dent, who,  with  or  without  his  Cabinet,  discovers 
that,  by  counting  the  votes  of  Massachusetts,  the 
candidate  A  has  a  majority  of  all  the  voters ;  but 
he  rejects  the  vote  of  Massachusetts,  and  no  one 
has  a  majority  of  the  whole.  On  the  second  vote 
of  the  Electors,  returned  to  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  B  has  a  majority  of  all  the  votes,  but  the 
House  of  Representatives  are  of  opinion  that  the 
vote  of  Massachusetts  ouffht  not  to  have  been  re- 
jected by  the  President.  Here  would  be  a  scene  of 
utter  confusion,  in  which  the  two  Houses  would 
be  involved,  from  which  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia would  find  it  very  difficult  to  extricate  them. 
A  variety  of  other  cases  might  be  put  equally  per- 
plexing, and  equally  dangerous.  But  more  danger 
might  be  apprehended  from  another  quarter. 
From  the  moment  the  President  should  determine 
that  the  Electors  throughout  the  States  must  be 
reassembled,  there  would  commence  a  scene  of 
intrigue  and  corruption  at  each  of  the  four-and- 
twenty  Electoral  colleges,  such  as  I  hope  never  will 
be  witnessed  in  this  country.  Whenever  the  elec- 
toraUvotes  are  opened  and  counted,  it  should  be 
by  that  body  alone  which  is  to  decide  upon  the 
votes,  and,  in  case  of  no  election,  to  proceed  im- 
mediately, without  separating  to  choose  the  Presi- 
dent. 

The  propositions  which  I  have  submitted  con- 
sist of  three  parts,  which  may  be  taken  dbtinctly. 
The  first  is  the  system  for  districting  the  States 
for  the  choice  of  Electors  and  Representatives  in 
Congress,  in  the  form  in  which  it  has  repeatedly 
passed  in  this  body.  The  second  is,  for  suomitting 
the  choice  of  a  President,  in  case  of  no  election 
bv  the  Electors,  to  a  joint  meeting  of  both  Houses 
ol  Congress.  The  third,  for  limiting  the  period 
to  which  the  same  person  may  be  eligible  to  the 
office  of  President. 

The  first  is  an  attempt  to  bring  baek,  by  a  Con- 
stitutional regulation,  the  States  to  a  giood  rule, 
which  they  adopted  at  the  commencement  of  our 
present  form  of  Government.  For  the  three  first 
Presidential  elections,  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  States 
chose  their  Electors  in  single  districts^  but  were 
induced  to  swerve  from  this  rule  by  the  instigation 
of  ambitious  individuals.  Some  of  the  States 
having  adopted  the  plan  ofchoosing  their  Electors 
by  general  ticket,  others  were  obliged  to  adopt  the 
sanae  rule  in  self-defence.  In  the  year  1800,  Vir- 
ginia followed  an  example  which  she  condemned. 
But,  in  doing  this,  she  thought  it  due  to  her  own 
character  to  declare  her  motives ;  this  is  done  in 
the  preanible  to  the  act  for  choosing  Electors  in 
general  ticket,  in   which   the  Legislature  say : 
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'*  Wkcreas,  until  some  uniform  mode  for  chooQinff 
'  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
'  Slates  shall  be  prescribed  by  an  amendment  to 
^  the  ConstitutioD,  it  may  happen,  under  the  law 
'  of  this  Commonwealth  for  appointing  Electors 
^  for  that  puroose,  that  a  choice  may  take  place 
^  contrary  to  tne  will  of  a  majority  of  the  United 
^  States,  and  also  contrary  to  the  will  of  a  majori- 
'  ty  of  the  people  of  the  State,  which  would  be 
^  iocoDsistent  with  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
^  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ;  and  al- 
'  ihoQgh  this  Commonwealth  is  willing  to  accede 
'  to  any  reasonable  and  proper  amendment  of  the 
^  said  Constitution  to  remeciy  the  evil,  yet,  foras- 
'  much  as  it  ought,  in  the  mean  time,  to  be  coun- 
'  teracted  by  erery  Constitutional  regulation  with- 
'  in  the  power  of  the  Legislature,  until  it  shall  be 
^  so  removed :  Be  it  enacted,^^  tf>c. 

As  early  as  the  year  1802  tnis  abandonment  of 
DTtnciple  excited  alarm,  and  the  Legislatures  of 
Vermont  and  New  York  instructed  their  Senators 
aod  Representatires  to  use  their  endeavors  in  pro- 
curing such  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  as 
is  now  submitted  to  the  Senate.  These  instruc- 
tions are  on  your  journals  of  that  year.  Most  of 
the  States  have  siven  similar  instructious — some 
of  them  repeatedly.  The  amendment  has  passed 
the  Seoate  repeatedly  by  the  Constitutional  major- 
ity of  two-thirds,  but  as  yet  has  not  received  that 
attention  from  the  House  of  Representatives  that 
its  importance  merits.  The  time,  perhaps,  is  not 
far  distant  when  we  shall  all  repent  that  the  op- 
portanity  of  adopting  this  amendment  has  passed 
oy  unimproved. 

However  calmly  we  may  look  upon  the  period- 
ical returns  of  out  Presidential  elections,  they  are 
calculated  to  excite  alarm  in  the  minds  of  those 
who  examine  criticallv  into  the  provisions  of  our 
Constitution,  upon  this  subject.  It  is^  beyond 
comparison,  the  most  dang^eroos  (^ration  under 
our  system  of  Government.  A  failure  in  this  is 
&tal  to  our  liberties.  While  the  head  of  our  Gov- 
ment  remains  sound,  one  and  indivisible,  our  sys- 
tem will  bear  the  most  violent  concussions  with- 
out danger  of  dissolution.  Do  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  transcend  their  j)ower,  Congress 
can  apply  the  remedy.  Should  it  be  discovered 
that  the  Constitution  gives  to  the  Supreme  Court 
more  power  than  is  consistent  with  the  republican 
principles  of  our  institutions — this  can  be  tolerated 
till  a  remedy  can  be  found  in  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution.  Do  the  States  resist  the  legiti- 
mate power  of  the  United  States'  Courts,  or  such 
rei^uisitions  of  our  Government  as  are  warranted 
by  law  and  our  Constitution — patience  and  for- 
bearance, without  resort  to  force,  will  afford  the 
remedy.  The  tendency  to  cohesion  is  so  strong, 
while  there  remains  one  individual  centre  of  at- 
traction, that  the  offending  States  return  to  a  sense 
of  duty — and,  although  separated  for  a  time  by  the 
angry  passions  or  the  ambition  of  turbulent  indi- 
viduals, they  return  to  their  ranks,  and  coalesce  in 
a  way  to  give  additional  strength  to  the  Union. 
Even  oar  little  attempts  at  civil  war,  have  re- 
rjited  in  giving  additional  strength  to  the  arm  of 
Government 


A  failure  to  elect  a  Chief  Magistrate  admits  of 
no  remedy.  No  compromise  can  take  place  be- 
tween the  friends  of  the  candidate,  who  knows  he 
has  with  him  a  majority  of  the  people  and  the 
physical  strength  of  the  country,  and  the  friends  of 
the  candidate,  who,  by  fraud  or  by  force,  by  taking 
advantage  of  some  fault  in  our  Constitution,  has 
placed  himself  in  the  Presidential  Chair,  and  avail- 
ed himself  of  the  advantages  of  that  situation. 
Civil  war  is  inevitable.  The  general  extent  of  the 
Union ;  the  new  States  we  nave  added  to  the 
Confederation,  which,  under  other  circumstances, 
would,  by  extending  the  base,  gire  stabilitv  to  our 
political  fabric,  would  have  a  tendenc)[  to  Keep  the 
discordant  parts  in  their  proper  places,  in  this  case, 
would  have  a  contrary  effect.  The  centre  of  at- 
traction being  destroyed  by  division,  the  parts,  by 
their  own  weight,  would  be  precipitated  to  disso- 
lution. • 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  our  safety,  that 
the  most  exact,  precise,  and  explicit  Constitution- 
al regulations,  should  exist,  with  respect  to  every 
step  in  the  election  of  a  President,  and  with  re- 
spect to  the  exercise  and  limitation  of  his  power, 
and  yet  in  nothing  is  the  Constitutioii  so  loose, 
vague,  and  undefined.  A  constable  of  a  borough 
is  appointed  to  office  by  rules  more  explicit,  more 
unitorm,  less  subject  to  change  and  abuse,  than  are 
the  regulations  for  choosing  a  Chief  Magistrate 
for  ten  millions  of  people. 

It  is  universally  allowed,  and  has  never  been  de- 
nied, that  all  the  successive  steps,  in  the  different 
States^  for  electing  a  President^  should  be  uniform 
and  simultaneous ;  as,  otherwise,  the  most  exten- 
sive intrigues  may  be  put  into  successful  practice ; 
and  yet  we  are  bewildered  in  considering  the  va- 
riety of  ways  in  which  the  details  of  these  elec- 
tions are  conducted ;  Electors  chosen  in  single 
districts  |  double,  treble,  gerrymandering,  irregu- 
lar districts ;  general  ticket ;  by  the  State  Legis- 
latures; by  concurrent  vote;  by  joint  meeting, 
with  or  without  the  assent  of  the  Gorernors ;  fre- 
quently changing,  according  to  the  varying  dic- 
tates of  ambition,  passion^  or  caprice. 

The  most  important  point  is,  that  the  President 
should  be  elected  by  a  majority,  and  not  a  minori- 
ty, of  the  people.  No  one  should  hold  that  im- 
portant appointment  who  has  not  with  him  the 
physical  strength  of  the  country.  If  he  have  it, 
all  is  safe,  for  the  power  that  has  created  can  pro- 
tect and  defend. 

If  he  hare  it  not,  his  holding  the  office  is  an 
outrage  upon  the  principles  of  our  Government. 
It  is  unsafe  for  himself  and  for  the  country.  Shall 
a  strong  majority  patiently  submit  to  a  weak  mi- 
nority^  who,  taking  advantage  of  the  faults  in  our 
Constitution,  have  succeeded  in  placing  their  man 
in  the  Presidential  chair  1  To  presume  this,  be- 
trays but  a  slight  knowledge  of  the  American 
character,  or,  indeed,  of  the  human  character. 

I  will  prove  that  under  the  present  system  a 
little  more  than  one-quarter  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  can,  by  possibility,  elect  a  Presi- 
dent against  the  residue,  consisting  of  nearly  three- 
fourths  ;  while  the  mode  proposed  will  afiord  the 
nearest  possible  approach  to  a  fair  expression  of 
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the  public  wiU,  unless,  iadeed,  we  resort  to  a  vote 
by  the  people  at  large. 

Most  of  the  States  now  choose  their  Electors 
by  general  ticket,  or  appoint  them  by  their  Le- 
gisuitures ;  and  all  probably  will  before  the  next 
election.  As  this  will  afford  the  parties  an  op- 
portunity of  calculating  their  strengtn  to  a  nicety, 
It  will  put  into  operation  the  most  extensive  and 
dangerous  intrigues  by  which  a  minority  may 
elect  a  President. 

It  is  evident  that,  by  choosing  Electors  by  gen- 
eral ticket,  or  by  State  Legislatures,  the  minori- 
ties in  the  States  respectively,  are  completely 
suppressed. 

The  whole  number  of  Electors  is  261 
A  majority         -       -       -       -  131 

1.  Vermont  has     -       -       7 

2.  New  York         -       -     36 

3.  New  Jersey       -       -       8      • 

4.  Pennsjrlvania    -       -     26 

5.  Virginia    -       -       -     24 

6.  North  Carolina*       -      15 

7.  Kentucky  -        -        -      14  . 

132 

A  bare  majority  in  the  legislatures  of  these 
seven  States  could  completely  control  the  Presi- 
dential election  against  the  residue  of  the  Union. 
Bv  this  arrangement,  the  voice  of  nearly  one  half 
01  the  citizens  of  those  States  would  be  suppressed. 
But,  if  those  States  in  which  the  political  {Mirties 
thus  oearly^  balance  each  other  should  be  divided 
into  132  districts,  each  choosing  one  Elector,  the 
result  would  be  as  fair  an  expression  of  the  wUl 
of  those  States  as  could  possibly  be  obtained  with- 
out resorting  to  a  general  vote  by  the  people. 
The  majorities  which,  under  the  one  plan,  would 
control  seven  States,  would,  under  the  other,  do 
no  more  than  control  seven  districts,  leaving  the 
other  125  districts,  upon  a  calculaiion  of  proba- 
bilities, to  be  equally  divided  between  the  narties. 

If  we  suppose  those  States  about  eqinally  divided 
between  tne  parties  choosing  their  EUectors  in 
districU,  the  result  would  probably  be  that  the 
Electors  of  the  one  side  would  be  to  those  of  the 
other  as 66  to  66 

If  the  parties  should  be  to 
each  other  as  2  to  1,  their  Elec- 
tors would  be  as       -       -        -    88  to  44 

If  as  3  to  1,  as       -        -        -    99  to  33 

If  as  4  to  1,  as       -        -        -  106  to  26  nearly. 

If  as  5  to  1,  as      -       -       -  110  to  22 

If  as  10  to  1,  as  -  -  -  121  to  11  nearly. 
So  that  one  party  in  these  States,  with  a  bare 
majority  over  the  other,  say  10  to  9,  could  ffive  a 
more  decisive  vote  for  their  candidate  at  a  presi- 
dential election  under  the  present  system  than  the 
same  party  could  do  under  the  district  system, 
even  it  their  numbers  were  to  those  of  the  other 
as  10  to  1. 

When  the  States  abandoned  the  principle  of 
choosing  Electors  in  single  districts,  and  aaopted 
that  of  general  ticket,  they  established  a  system  of 
classification,  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  mi- 
norities.   It  would  be  tedious  to  calculate  the 


efiect  of  this  system  upon  twenty-^onr  8tate^, 
varying  so  much  as  they  do  in  amount  of  popsla- 
tion.  But  I  will  endeavor  to  elucidate  the  pnoci- 
pie  by  a  familiar  example.  I  will  suppose  this 
Senate  to  be  composed  of  forty-five  attendiji^ 
members;  the  question  to  be  decided,  thepreseni 
one,  requiring  two-thirds  to  carry  it  in  the  tffinn- 
ative.  It  is  ascertained  that,  bj  taking  the  votes 
per  capita,  it  would  be  carried  in  the  affirmatiTe. 
30  being  for,  and  15  against,  it.  Let  the  8eDit« 
be  divioed  into  three  classes  of  15  each,  each  class 
to  give  one  vote.  The  difierent  combinationi 
which  might  be  formed  would  be  the* following: 

10        10        10        aflSnnative. 


2 


6 


;i 

2 


5         5 

5 

negative. 

10          9 

11 

a. 

5         6 

4 

n. 

10         8 

12 

a. 

5         7 

3 

D. 

9         9 

12 

a. 

6         6 

3 

n. 

9         8 

13 

a. 

6          7 

2 

n. 

8          8 

14 

a. 

7          7 

1 

n. 

:  combinations  give 

unanimous 

lative. 

6         9 

15 

affirmative. 

9         6 

0 

negative. 

5        10 

15 

a. 

10         5 

0 

n. 

4        11 

15 

a. 

11          4 

0 

n. 

3        12 

10 

a. 

12          3 

0 

n* 

These  four  combinations  give  majorities  in  the 
affirmative  as  2  to  1,  or  as  if  taken  per  capita;  and, 
by  gaining  a  single  vote  from  the  affiinauve  to 
tne  negative,  the  question  might  be  carried  in  the 
negative  as  2  to  1— 

•.5       7         "^        1^        affirmative. 
<       8  8         0        negative; 

that  is,  the  question  would  be  in  the  affirmative 
as  29  to  16,  taken  per  capita.  By  this  classifica- 
tion it  would  be  carried  in  the  negative  as  2  10  1. 

Let  the  Senate  be  divided  into  five  classes  of 
nine  each — six  combinations  will  give  unanimoo^ 
majorities  in  the  affirmative.  Six  will  gire  ma- 
jorities in  the  affirmative  as  3  to  2;  one,  a  major- 
ity in  the  affirmative  as  4  to  1,  and  one,  a  majority 
in  the  negative  as  3  to  2. 

Let  the  Senate  be  divided  into  nine  classes  01' 
five  each ;  the  range  of  votes  will  be  from  unani* 
mous  in  the  affirmative  to  5  to  4  in  the  negative. 

Let  the  Senate  be  divided  into  fifteen  classes  of 
three  each,  the  combinations  will  be  one  in  the 
affirmative  unanimously. 

One  in  the  affirmative  as  -  -  14  to  1 

One  in  the  affirmative  as  -  -  13  to  2 

One  in  the  affirmative  as  -  -  12  to  3 

One  in  the  affirmative  as  -  -  11  to  4    | 

Six  in  the  affirmative  as  •  -  2  to  1 

One  in  the  affirmative  as  -  -  3  to  2 

And  one  in  the  affirmative  as  -  8  to  7 
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No  possible  combination  under  this  classifica- 
lioa  vill  give  a  vote  in  the  negative.  Six  of  the 
combiDatioDs  nve  the  same  vote  as  if  taken  per 
capita;  and  mree  others  give  nearly  the  same 
resolt.  Any  gentleman  may  perceive,  from  an  ez- 
ammatioQ  of  the  tables  which  I  submit,  and  from 
which  I  make  these  deductions,  that,  as  you  in- 
crease the  number  of  classes,  you  in  the  same  ratio 
increase  the  probabilities  of  coming  at  such  a  vote 
as  would  be  given  per  capita.  And  as  votinff  for 
Electors  by  single  districts  is  the  extent  to  which 
the  classes  can  be  increased,  so  it  will  afford  the 
Dearest  approach  to  an  expression  of  the  public 
will,  such  as  would  be  given  by  a  general  vote  of 
the  people  at  large. 

The  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Union  should  be 
an  officer  strictly  national.  The  President  of 
the  United  States  should  be  pre-eminentlv  the 
man  of  the  people.  No  fear  of  consolidation 
should  ever  induce  us  to  adopt  principles  calcu- 
lated to  give  us  Presidents  of  a  different  character. 
If  all  the  States  had  one  uniform  population ;  one 
aniform  qualification  of  voters ;  one  uniform  mode 
of  voting,  without  doubt  the  most  safe,  equitable, 
and  republican  mode  of  choosing  a  Chief  Magis- 
trate to  administer  the  Government  for  all  would 
be  bv  the  general  suffrage  of  all  entitled  to  vote. 
in  which  all  the  States,  large  and  small,  would 
have  their  relative  and  proper  weight. 

By  the  proposed  district  system,  we  avoid  the 
difficulties  ofa  vote  by  the  people  at  large,  which, 
indeed,  are  insuperable ;  and,  ov  the  most  simple 
operation,  arrive,  as  nearly  as  possible,  at  the  same 
result.  A  President  thus  chosen,  would  be  a  na- 
tional officer ;  would  be  the  Q^ul  of  the  people. 
If,  Qnder  the  provision  of  our  Constitution,  that 
each  State  shall  appoint  its  Electors  in  such  man- 
ner as  the  Legislature  thereof  shall  direct,  the 
Legislatures,  instead  of  directing  the  mode,  shall 
take  the  appointment  into  their  own  hands,  they 
exercise  a  power  not  delegated  to  them ;  and  this 
for  the  pQq)09e  of  suppressing  minorities.  If  the 
Siat€!i  choose  their  Electors  by  general  ticket,  the 
process  in  most  cases  is  more  absurd,  and  results 
in  the  same  abuse  of  the  rights  of  a  portion  of  the 
P^pie.  In  small  States,  where  the  voters  may 
^  supposed  to  know  something  of  the  characters 
of  the  candidates,  the  absurdity  of  the  regulation 
i^  not  so  apparent.  But  in  a  large  State  like  New 
York,  witn  a  population  of  a  million  and  a  half 
of  people,  scattered  over  a  territory  of  forty-eight 
thousand  square  miles,  an  election  by  general 
ucket  for  Electors  or  Representatives  must  be  a 
mere  mockery  of  what  we  are  pleased  to  call  the 
^cred  right  of  suffrage. 

If  the  whole  thirty-six  Electors  of  that  State 
coidd  be  selected  from  among  the  distinguished 
individuals  who  regulate  the  affairs  of  the  State 
2t  Albany,  or  from  the  important  personages  who 
figure  in  the  daily  papers  at  the  city  of  New  York, 
theToters  would  have  some  rule  by  which  to  reg- 
ulate their  course.  But  this  cannot  be ;  the  Elec- 
tors must  be  taken  from  the  different  sections  of 
the  State,  to  be  regulated  by  population  and  ter- 
ntory,  that  each  portion  may  be  gratified  with  its 
proper  share  of  pwwer.    The  consequence  would 


be,  that  the  voters  would  know  something  of  three 
or  four  of  the  thirty-six  candidates  to  be  voted  for ; 
as  for  the  rest,  they  must  vote  in  the  dark— upon 
trust.  The  voter  must  have  his  direction  from  the 
great  man  of  the  town;  the  great  man  of  the 
town  from  the  great  man  of  the  county,  and  the 
great  man  of  the  county  from  the  great  man  of 
the  State ;  and  these  great  men  would,  in  fact, 
manage  the  whole  concern,  while  the  good  na- 
tured  people  would  believe  that  they  were  cher- 
ishing the  principles  of  republican  liberty  by  exer- 
cising the  sacred  risht  of  suffra|;e. 

So  far  as  regards  the  election  of  a  President, 
our  Government  has  already  assumed  the  form 
of  an  aristocracv.  And  what  is  to  prevent  the 
same  result  in  tne  election  of  Representatives  to 
Congress  ? 

It  IS  said  that  it  is  less  important  that  the  voter 
should  know  the  character  of  the  Elector  for 
whom  he  votes  than  that  of  the  Repreaentative, 
because  the  Elector  has  but  a  single  act  to  perform. 
But  suppose  the  Elector  betrays  his  constituents 
in  tnis  single  act ;  there  would  be  something  worse 
than  a  total  failure ;  there  would  not  simjuy  be  a 
vote  thrown  into  the  opposite  scale.  It  would  be 
different  with  regard  to  a  Representative;  for. 
although  the  voters  may  be  deceived  with  regara 
to  his  character  and  qualifications,  yet  it  can 
hardly  be  conceived  that  there  should  be  a  total 
failure.  As  it  respects  the  EUector,  his  vote  must 
be  directly  for,  or  directly  against,  the  interest  of 
his  constituents ;  with  respect  to  the  Representa- 
tive there  may  be  intermediate  points.  There  is, 
in  fact,  less  reason  against  a  choice  of  Representa- 
tives than  of  Electors  by  genecal  ticket 

Already  many  of  the  small  States  choose  their 
representatives  by  general  ticket.  In  the  laige 
States  representatives  are  still  chosen  in  districts ; 
but  those  districts  are  often  formed  in  such  a  way 
as  to  suppress,  as  far  as  possible,  the  voice  of  the 
minorities,  by  regulations  altogether  inconsistent 
wiUi  the  prmciples  of  republican  government 
This  is  an  abuse  of  no  ordinary  magnitude ;  but 
it  is  not  to  stop  here*  Abuses  unchecked  proceed 
to  the  extreme. 

Do  we  flatter  ourselves  that  party  violence  is  at 
an  end ;  that  we  are  permanently  to  remain  all 
Republicans, all  Federalists?  If  we  do,  we  deceive 
ourselves.  The  same  array  of  parties  which  for 
many  years  distracted  our  country  may  not  again 
take  place ;  but,  if  not  the  same,  certainly  a  dif- 
ferent one,  probably  more  virulent,  more  sectional, 
more  geographical,  more  clannbh,  more  inveterate, 
more  dangerous.  The  process  is  going  on  rap- 
idly, even  within  the  walls  of  this  Capitol,  that 
must  produce  this  effect  No  one  can  doubt  that 
parties  must  necessarily  exist  in  this  Government. 
And  although  at  times  they  may  be  split  up  into 
small  factions,  yet  the  general  tendency  is  to 
divide  into  two  great  interests,  the  one  holding 
the  powers  and  emoluments  of  Government,  the 
other  struggling  to  obtain  them.  The  dominant 
parties  in  the  small  States  will,  as  they  do,  elect 
their  representatives  by  general  ticket,  wno,  al- 
though they  will  represent  the  whole  numbers  of 
both  parties,  will  represent  the  wishes  and  inter- 
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ests  of  but  one.  If  the  minorities  could  remain 
without  any  representation  as  to  their  numbers, 
they  would  be  satisfied ;  but  this  boon  is  not 
granted  to  them.  They  are  compelled  to  be  rep- 
resented by  those  they  consider  their  political 
enemies  and  oppressors. 

The  dominant  parties  in  the  small  States  will 
thus  array  in  Congress  a  force  much  beyond  their 
legitimate  strength.  And  can  this  be  tolerated  by 
the  large  States  during  the  storm  and  tempest  of 
party?  Will  they,  with  divided  forces,  meet  the 
solid  columns  of  the  small  States  ?  It  is  impossi- 
ble. One  abuse  leads  to  and  sometimes  justifies 
another.  When  we  retaliate,  we  fretjuentfy  adopt 
the  measure  we  condemn  from  necessity ;  and  this, 
in  times  of  party  violence,  will  be  considered  a 
sufficient  excuse  for  a  departure  from  principle. 
Such  was  the  excuse  of  Virginia  in  departing 
from  her  original  rule  of  choosing  Electors  by  dis- 
tricts. And  if  she  shall,  in  sell-defence,  adopt  a 
law  for  electing  her  representatives  by  general 
ticket,  we  shall  probably  find  her  ofiering  her  rea- 
son for  so  doing  in  language  such  as  she  used  on 
a  former  occasion. 

The  maximum  of  abuse,  under  our  present  sys- 
tem, will  be,  that  the  Electors  will  be  appointed 
by  the  Legislatures  of  the  States,  and  the  repre- 
sentatives chosen  by  general  ticket.  This  will  be 
an  usurpation  on  the  part  of  the  dominant  parties 
of  all  the  power  within  their  reach,  and  a  total 
suppression  of  the  voice  of  the  minorities  in  the 
States,  respectively.  The  complete  control  of  our 
elections  will  necessarily  fall  into  the  hands  of  a 
few  bold,  ambitious,  persevering  intriguers ;  and 
our  boasted  elective  franchise  will  be  merged  in  a 
hated  aristocracy. 

Perhaps  this  circumstance  is  calculated  to  make 
but  little  impression  on  those  who  now  form  the 
dominant  ]mrties  in  the  United  States.  It  is  the 
folly  of  majorities  to  think  that  they  can  perma- 
nently retain  their  power.  If  they  would  reflect, 
that,  Dy  endeavoring  to  retain  too  much  power, 
they  may  lose  all ;  if  they  would,  while  in  power, 
adopt  such  laws  and  regulations  as  they  would 
willingly  submit  to  when  that  power  shall  have 
passed  into  other  hands,  they  would  display  a  de- 

free  of  wisdom  which  they  have  never  yet  ex 
ibited,  and  which,  I  fear,  they  never  will.  'If 
such  was  the  disposition  of  majorities,  I  should 
have  but  little  fear  for  the  success  of  the  present 
measure. 

It  is  objected  to  the  district  system,  that  it  will 
increase  tne  number  of  candidates  for  the  Presi- 
dency, and,  of  consequence,  increase  the  chances 
of  throwing  the  final  choice  of  the  President  into 
the  House  of  Representatives.    The  honorable 

fentleman  from  Virginia  takes  this  for  granted, 
ut  makes  no  attempt  to  prove  it.  All  experience 
proves  the  contrary.  It  is  true,  that,  as  you  in- 
crease the  number  of  sections  to  vote,  you  increase 
the  number  of  candidates  that  can  by  possibility 
be  voted  for.  But  we  ought  to  calculate  the  prob- 
abilities, not  the  possibilities,  of  scattering  votes. 
The  more  numerous  the  voters,  the  more  Hkely  to 
fall  into  the  ranks  of  the  two  most  prominent  can- 
didates.   This  is  peculiarly  the  case,  where  the 


numbers  are  such  as  to  bid  defiance  to  the  powers 
of  calculation  and  intrigue.  All  Italy  would  eleci 
a  Pope  with  less  difficulty,  and  with  a  less  propor- 
tion of  scattering  votes,  than  wopld  be  found  io  a 
conclave  of  Cardinals  performing  the  same  duty. 

In  the  State  of  New  York,  the  scattering  Totes. 
on  an  election  for  Governor,  are  not  as  one  to  a 
thousand  given  to  the  two  prominent  caudidate, 
while  their  House  of  Representatives  spend  days 
in  chosing  a  Speaker. 

We  have  seen  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylranii 
voting  from  day  to  day,  and  from  session  to  ses- 
sion, m  order  to  choose  a  Senator,  while  two  can- 
didates are  supported  for  the  Governmental  cbaii 
with  scarcely  a  scattering  vote  3  and  yet,  by  dos- 
sibility,  they  might  have  voted  for  one  hundred 
thousand  candidates. 

When  calculation  and  intrigue  can  operate, 
scattering  votes  are  produced.  We  have  seen 
nineteen  ballots  given  in  our  Chamber  of  Repre- 
sentatives, before  a  Speaker  could  be  electedn 
nearly  as  many  for  a  Chaplain,  and  I  know  not 
how  many  for  an  Assistant  Doorkeeper. 

If  we  choose  Electors  by  the  State  Legislatures, 
there  will  be  twenty-four  Electoral  colleges,  and, 
of  course,  there  may  be  twenty-four  candidates 
voted  for.  If  the  States  be  diviaed  into  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty-one  districts,  two  hundred  aod 
sixty-one  candidates  may  receive  votes.  If  the 
election  should  be  by  the  people  at  large,  ahoai 
two  millions  of  candidates  might  receive  votes 
and  yet  I  will  venture  to  say,  that,  under  the  latj 
ter  mode,  there  would  be  a  smaller  proportion  4 
scattering  votes  than  under  any  other. 

In  a  variety  of  circumstances,  there  would  be  a 

freater  tendency  to  throw  the  final  election  of  a 
resident  into  the  House  of  Representatives,  on- 
der  the  present,  than  under  the  proposed  system. 
Suppose  it  to  be  ascertained  by  the  great  mec 
!  of  New  York,  Virginia,  and  Massachusetts,  that 
'  calculating  upon  the  xnown  disposition  of  tbf 
'  State  Legislatures,  the  four  States,  Pennsylvania. 
North  Carolina,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee,  har 
ing  sixty-eiyht  Electors,  would  vote  for  the  Ne« 
York  candidate  A.  That  the  six  States,  Maine 
Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  Ohio,  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia,  having  sixty-one  Electors,  wool^ 
vote  for  the  Virginia  candidate  B ;  and  the  elerei 
States,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Rhode  Island 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Indi- 
ana, Illinois,  Mississippi,  and  Missouri,  ha vingfiftf 
seven  Electors,  would  vote  for  the  Massacbusettj 
candidate  C.  New  York  having  thirty-six  Electors 
Virginia  twentv-four,  and  Massachusetts  fifteen- 
in  all  seventy-nve.  Suppose,  under  such  perplei 
ing  circumstances,  the  great  men  of  these  Slates 
being  the  heads  of  the  three  parties,  should  mee: 
to  settle  the  affairs  of  the  nation  by  way  of  com 
promise — would  they  easily  come  to  an  agreemeni 
so  as  to  prevent  scattering  votes? 

Unless  New  York,  Virginia,  and  Massachusetts 
should  unite  in  the  same  candidate,  there  could  bt 
no  election  by  Electors.  But,  New  York  havinj 
in  favor  of  her  candidate  the  greatest  number  a 
Electors,  would  not  yield  to  the  other  States.  Vid 
ginia  could  not  hope  for  success,  either  by  Elector 
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CI  m  the  House  of  Representatives.  The  States^ 
therefore,  io  faTor  of  her  candidates,  would  divide 
te  forces  between  the  other  two  candidates — 
t^  if  ther  should  all  vote  for  A,  it  would  not  se- 
me  bis  election — ^while,  if  one  of  those  States, 
viih  Virginia,  as  Connecticut  or  New  Jersey, 
>.::dd  be  in  favor  of  C,  it  would  be  decisive  in 
>  Hoaseof  Representatives;  and  thus  thirteen 
plates,  having  eighty  Electors,  would  defeat  the 
nviiloe  of  the  Union,  having  one  hundred  and 
e^btv-one  Electors.  Under  these  circumstances, 
Mtmehosetts  would  not  yield  to  New  York,  and 
i^eSsal  deciston  could  hardly  fail  to  rest  witn  the 
Hcjse  of  Representatives.  6ut  would  there  not 
k  I  tjinilar  tendency,  if  the  Electors  were  chosen 
J  districts  ?  There  would  not  in  the  same  desree. 
Tb^aodidate  having  the  greatest  number  of  dis- 
tncp.  would  probably  have  the  greatest  number 
>f  Sates.  There  would  be  fewer  States  interested 
a  if feating  the  election  by  Electors.  A  cand  idate 
^Tuig  bat  one-third  of  the  Electors  could  not 
21  e  a  majority  of  the  States.  Four  States  could 
^:t  zif e  sixtv-eight  Totes  for  the  same  candidate. 
Ik  Totcs  of  New  York,  Virginia,  and  Massachu- 
)ens,  wrald  be  so  divided,  as  to  diminish  the  power 
Dl  mtngue  and  combination.  It  is  evident  that 
'•h«  power  of  calculating  the  means  by  which  the 
eifci  so  much  dreaded  may  be  produced,  will  fre- 
fBeocJ^  lead  to  that  yery  result.  And  will  it  be 
Fitatded  that  any  State  would  lose  her  favorite 
^•iidate,  rather  than  throw  the  final  election  into 
ie  House  of  Rej>resentatives  ?    Not  one. 

It  is  farther  objected  to  the  district  system,  that 
ii^^  a  tendency  to  diminish  the  power  of  the 
ir^t  States.  But  this  objection  is  without  the 
tidiest  foundation. 

When  we  speak  of  the  power  of  States,  we 
s^  their  relative  po^er.  It  is  true  that,  by  the 
Strict  system,  a  great  State  may  be  divided  into 
|*r^s  bat  the  snml  adjoining  Stales  would  proba- 
cy be  divided  into  the  sioiilar  parts — their  reia- 
x^':  power  would  still  be  the  same,  as  it  was  be- 
!^J*ilie  division.  The  whole  vote  of  New  York 
^^jiiatofNew  Jersey,  as  thirty-six  to  eight. 
^'!f«  these  States  to  be  divided  into  two  or 
=^^^iiiDilar  parts,  those  parts  would  bear  to  each 
-utribesame  ratio  of  thirty-six  to  eight.  But 
•^ej  mj  be  divided  into  parts  not  similar,  and  to 
;^  Advantage  of  the  large  State.  The  chance, 
^'^trer,  is  equal,  that  the  disadvaiitage  shall  be 
<:>  jLe  part  of  the  small  State. 

appose  the  vote  for  President  to  be  by  the  peo- 
t»i\  large,  if  such  a  mode  were  nracticable — 
^^  not  each  State  have  precisely  its  proi>er 
J^^t?  Has  any  State  the  ambition  to  wish  for 
^rt?  And  is  not  the  proposed  amendment  the 
^^m  pos&ible  approach  to  a  system  of  ffeneri^ 
^*>fe  J  and  of  course  the  nearest  possible  ap- 
F-^'ach  to  a  just  distribution  of  power  among  the 
'^''^^  1  So  far  from  diminishmg  the  power  of 
^<  great  States,  the  proposed  system  would  add 
'5  ibeir  strength. 

The  large  States  are  more  exposed  to  be  dis- 
^ctedby  faction  and  party  spirit,  than  the  small, 
*^Qj«e  the  objects  to  be  contended  for  by  the  am- 
^^oBs,  are  greater  in  the  former  than  the  latter. 


If,  to  the  objects  which  necessarily  belong  to  large 
States,  calculated  to  call  forth  the  most  violent 
party  feelings,  we  add  that  of  giving  to  the  domi- 
nant parties  the  complete  control  of  the  Electoral 
vote — we  greatly  increase  the  cause  of  violence 
and  fury  between  the  parties. 

The  State  of  New  York  gives  thirty-six  votes 
upon  a  Presidential  Election — ^nearly  a  seventh 
part  of  the  whole.  The  difference  whether  she 
ffives  all  her  votes  to  the  one  or  the  other  candi- 
date, is  not  merely  a  difference  of  thirtv-six,  but 
of  seventy- two.  Suppose  the  parties  in  that  State 
to  be  nearly  balanced,  as  has  often  happened,  and 
may  again.  The  sain  or  loss  of  a  single  county, 
containing  not  half  of  the  population  of  an  elec- 
tion district,  would  turn  the  scale  one  way  or  the 
other,  and  give  to  the  successful  party  the  entire 
vote  of  the  State.  Then  what  bounds  could  be 
set  to  the  exertions,  the  intrigue,  corruption,  vio- 
lence, and  fury  of  the  contending  parties,  for  the 
ascendency  ?  The  acitation  excited  by  one  Pre- 
sidential election  would  not  subside  before  the  ap- 
proach of  another.  A  struggle  which,  under  the 
present  system,  might  gain  the  entire  vole  of  the 
State,  would,  under  the  district  system,  gain  no 
more  than  one  or  two  districts.  The  object,  there- 
fore, not  being  worth  the  contest,  the  struggle 
would  not  be  made.  Taking  from  the  State  ma- 
jorities this  dangerous  power,  would  operate  as  a 
sedative — would  allay  the  violence  of  party,  which 
distracts,  and  truly  impairs  the  strengtn  of  the 
great  States. 

Pennsylvania  is  nearly  as  much  agitated  oo 
Presidential  elections  as  New  York.  Virginia  has 
been  somewhat  quiescent  while  we  have  selected 
our  Presidents  from  among  her  sons ;  when  we 
cease  to  do  that,  she  will  also  become  restive. 

Although  the  district  system  would  not  have  a 
tendency  to  diminish  the  power  of  the  great  States, 
it  would  have  a  tendency  to  diminish  the  power  of 
the  great  men  of  the  great  States.  But  for  that 
consideration  the  proposed  amendment  would  long 
since  have  been  adopted.  A  man,  or  a  few  men, 
possessing  the  power  of  wieldins  the  entire  vote 
of  such  a  Suite  as  New  ^Vork,  Fennsylvania,  or 
Virginia,  would  not  be  easily  persuaded  to  part 
with  that  power.  It  would  be  a  sacrifice  to  pcin- 
ciple  hardly  to  be  expected  in  these  times. 

The  second  proposition  which  I  have  submittedi 
will,  if  adopted,  give  to  a  joint  meeting  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  the  power 
to  count  the  votes  of  the  Electors,  and,  of  conse- 
quence, the  power  to  decide  what  votes  are  and 
what  are  not  to.  be  counted.  To  decide  whether  any 
candidate  has  a  majority  of  all  the  votes ;  and  if  no 
one  have  such  majority,  to  proceed,  immediately,  by 
ballot,  to  choose  a  President.  Upon  this  subject  I 
advance  with  great  diffidence.  It  is  untrodden,  ijer- 
haps  untenable  ground.  The  principle  of  choosing 
officers,  by  joint  meetings  of  State  Legislatures,  is 
as  old  as  our  Government ;  but  its  application  to 
the  election  of  a  President,  is  new,  or  appeared  so 
to  the  committee  to  whom  I  first  submitted  this 
proposition.  I  hesitate,  because  a  great  Constitu- 
tionsd  question  requires  more  consideration  than  I 
have  been  able  to  bestow,  upon  this ;  and  because 
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I  cannot  place  entire  confidence  in  my  own  opin- 
ion, until  I  find  it  corroborated  by  the  decision  of 
those,  to  whose  talents  and  long  experience  we 
look  for  aid  on  questions  of  great  importance  and 
difficulty. 

I  thinK,  however,  the  proposition  ought  to  be 
submitted  to  the  States  tor  their  consideration ; 
for,  unless,  after  the  fullest  inyestigation,  it  shall 
appear  beneficial  to  the  Union,  it  can  never  re- 
ceive the  concurrence  of  three^fourths  of  the  States. 

The  district  system  may,  and  ought  to  be  adopt- 
ed, whether  the  present  proposition  shall,  or  shall 
not,  succeed ;  but  the  last  without  the  first  would 
be  utterly  inadmissible ;  for,  if  the  joint  meeting 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Kepresentatives  should 
be  empowered  to  elect  a  President  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, while  the  Representatives  may  be 
chosen  by  general  ticket,  the  abuse  of  power 
would  probably  be  as  great  as  it  could  be,  under 
the  present  system  of  voting  by  States. 

This,  it  is  true,  would  meet  the  wishes  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  is  very 
anxious  that  the  States  should  preserve  their  Fed- 
eral character  in  electing  a  President  in  the  last 
reMNTt,  but  is  not  willing  they  should  preserve  their 
Federal  character  of  equality  in  sucn  election— a 
principle,  however,  which  I  trust  will  never  be 
abandoned.  When  the  States  speak  in  their  Fed- 
eral character,  they  speak  as  equals ;  when  in  their 
national  character,  their  voice  or  vote  is  as  their 
numbers  respectively.  Destroy  this  principle  and 
the  Union  is  dissolved.  The  States  of  Vermont, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia. 
North  Carolina,  and  Kentucky,  have  one  hundred 
and  thirty-two  Senators  and  Representatives,  a 
majority  of  the  whole ;  the  majorities  of  these  in 
the  States,  respectively,  amount  to  serenty-two. 
If  the  majority  from  each  State  is  to  govern  the 
vote  of  the  State,  that  is,  if  four  votes  from  Ver- 
mont, being  in  favor  of  A,  the  whole  seven  are  to 
be  counted  for  A ;  atad  nineteen  votes  from  New 
York,  being  in  favor  of  A,  the  whole  thirty-six  are 
lo  be  counted  for  A,  and  so  of  the  rest ;  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  President  n^ight  be  elected  by  seventy- 
two  Senators  and  Representatives  against  those 
of  the  residue  of  the  Union,  amounting  to  one 
hundred  and  eighty-nine.  But  to  extinguish  the 
voice  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives  in  this 
manner,  would  be  deemed  an  outrage  upon  the 
rights  of  minorities,  not  to  be  tolerat^.  And  yet, 
nearly  the  same  effect  is  produced  if  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  those  States  are  chosen  by  general 
ticket,  and  would  be  precisely  the  same  if  we  con- 
sider the  Senators  as  Representatives,  and  chosen 
in  the  same  way.  If  the  majority  in  Vermont 
could  dect  four  and  the  minority  three,  the  ma- 
jority of  New  York  nineteen,  and  the  minority 
^erenteen,  and  so  of  the  rest,  is  it  of  any  import- 
ance to  those  minorities  whether  the  voice  of  their 
Representatives,  after  they  have  been  permitted  to 
send  them  on  to  the  Seat  of  Qovernment,  shall 
thus  be  suppressed,  or  whether  they  shall  be  pre- 
vented from  sending  Representatives,  by  a  total 
suppression  of  their  Toice,  in  the  first  instance,  by 
a  general  ticket  ?  In  each  case  the  abuse  of  power 
is  the  same;  in  each  case  the  invasion  of  the  Fed- 


eral principle  of  our  Government  is  the  same. 
A  moment's  reflection  must  lead  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  power  of  electing  a  President  wili 
never  be  given  to  this  joint  meeting,  unless  the 
representative  members  of  it  shall  be  elected  in 
single  districts.  A  joint  meeting  thus  compose: 
would  represent,  as  nearly  as  possible,  the  powei 
and  will  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in 
their  Federal  and  national  character.  This  boJ| 
would  be,  as  nearly  as  possible,  analogous  to  ih 
whole  body  of  Electors  to  be  chosen  under  tin 
proposed  system.  The  two  Houses,  in  such  ca^ 
votine  as  the  Electors  rote,  per  capita,  woul^ 

Erobably  enjoy  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  a^ 
i^h  a  degree  as  the  Electors  themselves,  antj 
might  be  expected  to  decide  as  the  Electors  wocid 
do,  if  they  were  assembled  at  the  Seat  of  Gorera 
ment  for  that  oorpose. 

This  would  DC  a  more  safe  mode  than  any  yei 
proposed  of  electing  a  President ;  certainlv  a  muc 
more  safe  mode  than  that  of  election  in  theHous 
of  Representatives,  by  States,  in  which  thirty-cn 
Representatives  could  elect  a  President  i§iiui\ 
one  hundred  and  eighty-two. 

1.  New  Hampshire  has  Representatives  6.  maj.  i 

2.  Rhode  Island        -        -        -       -    2 

3.  Connecticut  -        -        -       -    6 

4.  Vermont 5 

5.  New  Jersey 6 

6.  IMaware 1 

7.  Georgia 7 

8.  Alabama 3 

9.  Mississippi    -----    l 

10.  Louisiana 3 

11.  Indiana 3 

12.  Illinois 1 

13.  Missouri       -        -        -  •     -       -    1 

Majority  of  all  the  Stat&i  -        -    45       31 
Thirty-one  Representatives,  being  majorities  ol 
the  Representatives  of  thirteen  States,  could  eleci 
a  President. 

This,  it  roust  be  confessed,  is  a  dangerous  powe^ 
on  the  part  of  the  small  States;  more  dangerou 
to  themselves  than  to  the  large  States.  A  rescr 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  such  an  elec 
tion,  must  be  dreaded  by  all.  We  have  had  bu 
one  instance  of  it ;  that  filled  the  country  witf 
alarm.  Dangerous,  however,  as  this?  power  ma 
be,  it  is  not  much  more  so  than  the  power  of  com  i 
bination  under  the  present  system,  by  which  m 
bare  majorities  in  seven  States  can  control  (b^ 
Presidential  election  against  the  rest  of  the  UnioQl 
This  circumstance  excites  no  uneasiness  in  ik 
mind  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  because  tbij 
abuse  can  only  be  put  into  practice  by  the  larg^ 
States.  He  even  thinks  those  States  should  har 
this  power,  that,  by  an  understanding  and  arrange 
ment  with  each  other,  they  may  always  prereat 
the  election  of  a  President  from  devolving  upon 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  opportunities  of  suppressing  minorities,  anil 
procuring  the  election  of  a  President  against  the 
will  of  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  may  occur  every  four  years,  while  the  cir- 
cumstance of  reference  to  the  House  of  Repre* 
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fentatives  has  happened  but  once  in  fire  and  thirty 
years,  and  which  we  all  pray  may  never  happen 
again;  and  which  would  not  then  have  happened 
but  for  the  law  of  Virginia  repealing  the  district 
system  in  that  State.  But  for  that  law,  Mr. 
Adams  and  Mr.  Pinckney  would  have  had  a  ma- 
jority of  ail  the  vote9,  and  Rhode  Island  had 
takes  care  to  give  one  more  vote  for  Mr.  Adams 
than  Mr.  Pinckney. 

The  small  States  will  consider  the  adoption  of 
tbat  proposition  as  a  relinquishment  of  a  portion 
of  their  power.  But  to  give  up  a  power  which 
cannot  be  exercised  with  safety,  is  not  yielding  an 
imnortant  point.  A  portion  of  this  power  was 
yielded  up  oy  the  small  States  when  they  agreed 
to  the  amendment  for  designating  the  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President.  This  should  not 
be  forgotten.  The  advantage  now  possessed  by 
the  small  States  against  the  large,  of  choosing  a 
President  in  the  last  resort,  is  not  at  all  greater 
ihan  that  possessed  by  the  large  States,  in  choos- 
ing Electors*  In  both  cases  the  power  is  calcu- 
lated to  defeat  the  will  of  a  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States.  The  safety  of  the  Union 
deinands  a  mutual  concession  of  these  powers.  I 
believe  it  is  the  only  ground  upon  wnich  those 
who  fear  an  abuse  of  power  in  the  small,  and 
ihoK  who  fear  the  same  thing  from  the  large 
States,  can  ever  meet.  But,  to  presume  that  this 
concession  will  be  made  on  the  part  of  the  small 
States  alone,  after  what  they  have  done,  is  pre- 
suming upon  what  never  will  and  never  ought  to 
take  place. 

I  hare  now  arrived  at  my  last  proposition,  that 
00  person,  having  been  twice  elected  President  of 
the  United  States,  shall  be  again  eligible  to  that 
oflice.  This,  I  think,  must  succeed,  even  if  the 
other  two  shall  fail.  In  favor  of  this,  we  have  a 
strong  expression  of  the  public  will,  from  the 
earliest  period  of  our  Government. 

In  the  Federal  Convention,  Mr.  Randolph,  of 
Virginia,  submitted  a  proposition  that  the  Presi- 
dent should  nut  be  eligible  a  second  time ;  the 
term  of  service  then  proposed  was  seven  years. 
Tbb  proposition  was  afterwards  adopted,  eight 
States  beins  in  favor  of  it,  one  against  it,  and  one 
'Jirided.  The  proposition  of  Mr.  Patterson,  of 
New  Jersey,  contained  a  similar  provision. 

August  6th,  17S7,  a  committee  of  the  Conven- 
tion reported  a  draught  of  the  constitution,  with 
thu  provision ;  but  one  month  after,  another  com- 
mittee reported  amendments  to  that  draught,  in 
which  this  provision  was  omitted.  A  plan  of  a 
consiitoiion  had  been  previously  submitted  by  a 
deiegate  from  New  York,  proposing  to  have  a 
chief  executive  during  gooa  behaviour,  or  for  life, 
which  would  haive  been  an  elective  monarchy. 
The  plan  adopted  by  the  Convention  was  a  mid- 
dle coarse,  between  the  two  projects.  But  the 
friends  to  a  President  for  life,  or  elective  monarch, 
calculated  that  they  should  ultimately  succeed- 
that  the  President  would  be  elected  from  term  to 
term  for  life,  and  that  this  would  gradually  grow 
into  the  principle  they  wished  to  establish.  All 
bistory,  except  our  own,  will  justify  this  conclu- 
sion. 


That  no  limitation  was  placed  to  the  term  of 
service  of  the  President,  gave  great  dissatisfaction 
at  the  time.  In  the  amendments  proposed  by  Vir- 
ginia at  the  time  of  ratifying  the  Constitution,  we 
find  this:  No  person  shall  be  capable  of  being 
President  of  the  United  States  for  more  than  eight 
years  in  sixteen. 

North  Carolina  proposed  the  same  amendment. 

New  York  proposed  that  no  person  should  be 
eligible  to  the  office  of  President  of  the  United 
States  a  third  time. 

Our  Chief  Magistrates  have  shown  a  disposition 
to  yield  to  this  principle — they  have,  by  tneir  ex- 
ample, given  it  something  like  the  force  of  law — 
a  law,  however,  which  would  not  impose  the 
slightest  barrier  to  the  views  of  an  ambitious 
President,  who  might  be  persuaded  by  his  friends 
that  the  public  interest  would  suffer  by  his  re- 
tiring from  office. 

Our  Presidents,  although  they  have  clearly 
evinced  a  determination  to  retire  trom  office  after 
eight  years'  service,  yet  have  not  retired  until 
they  had  arrived  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  or  sixty- 
five,  at  which  age,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  ambition  bie- 
gins  to  subside.  Younger  Chief  Magistrates  would 
not  easily  perceive  that  the  preceaent  of  retiring 
at  the  end  of  eight  years  could  exactly  apply  to 
their  cases.  They  would  rather  conclude  that  the 
precedent  woolti  warrant  them  in  retaining  the 
office  until  they  should  arrive  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
four  or  sixty-five. 

In  many  of  the  States  the  periods  to  which 
their  Governors  can  be  elected  are  limited  by  their 
constitutions ;  and  it  shoald  be  so  in  all ;  yet  the 
President,  with  his  inmiense  patronage,  and  with 
the  command  of  the  Army  or  the  United  States, 
is  left  without  such  a  salutary  limitation.  The 
iNToad  road  to  monarchy  is  left  open  by  those  who 
fomted  our  Constitution,  by  neglect  or  by  design. 

Any  person  is  digible  to  the  office  of  President, 
who  IS  a  natural  born  citizen,  or  citizen  at  the 
time  of  adopting  the  Constitution — thirty^ve 
years  old,  and  a  resident  of  the  United  States 
fourteen  years  before  the  election. 

A  General  at  the  head  of  our  Army  may  be  a 
candidate  for  the  Presidency. 

In  Rome,  the  Consular  power  was  divided  be- 
tween two,  each  a  cheek  upon  the  other;  the 
term  of  service  limited  to  one  year ;  no  one  could 
be  elected  Consul  under  the  age  of  forty-two; 
and  no  one  eould  sue  for  the  Consulship,  unless 
personally  present,  and  in  a  private  capacity. 
This  last  regulation  was  one  of  great  importance, 
and  while  strictly  observed  secured  the  liberties  ol 
that  Republic.  But  Pompey,  unfortunately  for 
himself  and  his  country,  consented  to  a  law,  by 
which  Juliu^j  Caesar  was  permitted  to  sue  for  the 
Consulship,  while  absent  and  at  the  head  of  a 
powerful  army.  And  Cicero  lent  the  aid  of  his 
eloquence  in  favor  of  this  law.  Pompey  was 
among  the  first  to  feel  the  efiects  of  his  folly.  He 
endeavored,  when  too  late,  to  counteract  the  meas- 
ure he  had  adopted.  He  was  overwhelmed  and 
destroyed,  and  the  liberties  of  his  country  forever 
lost. 

Although  I  would  not  adopt  all  the  maxims  of 
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Roman  jealousy,  I  would  adopt  some  of  them ; 
that  especiallf ,  which  should  Lmit  the  power  of 
the  first  ofl&cer  in  the  €k>Terament. 

A  proposition  for  establishing  an  elective  mon- 
archy was  submitted  to  the  Federal  ConTention, 
without  meeting  with  any  marked  reprobation 
Too  much  of  the  same  spirit,  I  fear,  ttill  remains, 
which  ought  to  be  counteracted---ought  to  be 
suppressed,  before  some  accident  shall  give  new 
rigor  and  impulse  to  its  danserous  tendencies. 

When  Mr.  D.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  rose,  and  adverted  to 
the  difficulties  which  stood  in  the  way  of  any 
amendment  whatever  of  the  Constitution — hav- 
ing first  to  be  approved  by  two-thirds  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  then  by  the  Legislatures  of 
two-thirds  of  the  States,  amounting  to  eighteen  in 
number ;  but  notwithstanding  these  discouraging 
obstacles  he  observed  that  there  was  a  defect  in 
the  Constitution  not  heretofore  touched  on  or 
pointed  <>ut  by  any  of  the  gentlemen  who  had 
spoken  on  the  subject,  which  miffht  be  productive 
hereafter,  if  not  remedied,  of  the  greatest  mis- 
chief; he  referred  to  the  want  of  some  rule  in  the 
Constitution  to  provide  for  the  occurrence  of  a 
contested  election  for  the  office  of  President  of 
the  United  States.  The  Constimtion  had  pointed 
out  a  mode  of  election,  in  case  a  majority  of  the 
electoral  votes  were  not  given  to  any  one  person 
— this  mcMle  was  an  election  by  the  House  of 
Repr^ntatives;  but,  suppose  circumstanees  should 
arise  in  this  last  resort,  which  should  create  a 
disputed  and  an  unsettled  election,  we  should,  in 
such  a  case,  said  Mr.  H.,  be  at  sea  in  a  tempest, 
without  chart  or  compass,  and  this  defect  may 

{»rove  to  be  a  rock,  if  not  removed,  on  which  the 
iberties  of  this  country  may  be  wrecked.  Under 
this  impression,  discouraging  as  was  the  prospect 
of  the  adoption  of  an]jr  amendment,  he  was  in- 
duced to  ofier  one,  which  he  would  take  another 
opportunity  of  discussing,  as  well  as  the  other 
propositions  on  the  same  subject  before  the  Sen- 
ate. Mr.  H.  then  submitted  the  following  as  an 
amendment  to  the  original  resolution : 

Re$ohedf  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Jtepre- 
sentativee  of  tne  United  Staiee  of  America  in  Von-- 
greee  aeeembledf  iwo'thirde  of  both  Houeet  eoneurnng 
ihereinf  That  the  following  amendment  of  the  Con- 
stiittlioB  of  the  United  States  be  proposed  to  the  Lo- 
gislatures  of  the  several  States,  which*  when  ratified 
by  three-foorths  thereof,  shall  be  valid  as  part  of  said 
CoDstitution: 

Questions  of  the  validity  of  the  election  of  Presi- 
dent, or  of  the  proceedings  therein,  shall  be  deler^ 
mined  by  the  members  of  both  Honses  in  joint  meet* 
ing.  The  President  of  the  Senate  shall  preside,  and 
a  majority  of  the  members  of  each  Home  shall  con- 
stitute a  quorum  in  sach  meeting.  The  rales  of  pro- 
ceeding therein  shall  be  prescribed  by  law ;  bat  no 
alteration  of  those  rules  shall  have  efifect  until  two 
years  after  it  shall  have  been  made. 

Questions  of  the  validity  of  the  election  of  Vice 
President,  or  of  the  proceedings  therein,  shall  be  de- 
termined by  the  Senate.  The  rules .  of  proceeding 
therein  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Senate ;  bat  no  al- 
teration of  those  rules  shall  have  eftct  until  two  years 
after  it  shall  have  been  made. 


This  proposition  was  ordered  to  be  prioted; 
and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


WcoMBSDAT,  February  12* 

Mr.  LowRiE,  from  the  Committee  on  FinancCf 
to  which  was  referred  the  Message  of  tbe  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Legislature,  widi  an  extract  of  a  letter 
from  the  Governor  of  Georgia,  relative  to  the  ex- 
tingiiishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  lands  within 
the  limits  of  said  State,  made  a  report,  which  was 
read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lo  WRta,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whkk 
was  referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  tbe 
United  States,  transmitting  a  memorial  of  the 
Lqgfislature  of  Missouri,  relative  to  the  cxtinffuish- 
ment  of  the  Indian  title  to  lands  within  the limitt 
of  the  said  Sute,  made  a  report,  which  was  read) 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LowRiE,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  LegiiU'tare  of 
the  State  of  Alabama,  praying  that  a  law  mtjbe 
passed,  requiring  a  treaty  to  be  held  with  tbe 
Cherokee  nation  of  Indians,  for  the  purchase  of 
so  much  of  their  territory  included  within  the 
limits  of  the  State  as  lies  west  of  WeUstown  Val- 
ley, east  of  the  boundary  lines  of  the  counties  of 
Morgan,  Blount,  and  St.  Clair,  and  south  of  tbe 
Tennessee  river,  made  a  report,  which  was  read; 
and,  in  concurrence  with  Uieir  request,  the  com- 
mittee was  discharged  from  the  ftirther  considera- 
tion of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Poblle 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  praying 
Congress  "  to  take  into  consideration  the  case  of 
'sncn  persons  as  became  purchasers  of  pablic 
'  lands  afUr  the  time  of  issuing  the  Mississippi 
'  stock,  and  who  had  made  full  payment  prior  to 
'  the  passage  of  tbe  relief  law,  and  to  allow  them 
'  the  deduction  of  thirty-seven  and  an  half  p«r 
^  cent,  allowed  to  those  who  were  in  arrears  to 
'  Government,  or  to  make  them  such  other  aUow- 
'  ance  as  they  may  be  entitled  to  in  rifht  and  jus- 
'  tice,"  made  a  report,  accompanied  By  a  lesola- 
tion,  that  the  prayer  of  the  memorial  ought  not  to 
be  granted. 

Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Wheelwright,  praying  a  divorce.  The  petition 
was  read,  and  referred,  together  with  the  accom- 
panying documents,  to  the  Committee  on  tbe  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  certain  British  co- 
lonial ports,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Eleanor  Lawrence 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  divide  the  State  of 
South  Carolina  into  two  judicial  districts,"  with 
amendments,  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 
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MECHANICS*  BANK  OF  ALEXANDRIA. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
ibe  bill  to  renew  and  extend  (to  the  year  1836) 
ik charter  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria. 

Oa  this  bill  an  earnest  debate  look  place,  which 
occupied  the  Senate  until  past  four  o'clock,  em- 
bracing almost  entirely  an  investigation  and  dis- 
cussion of  facts  relating  to  the  management  and 
condition  of  the  institution. 

The  extension  of  the  charter  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Eaton,  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  and  Lloyd, 
of  Massachusetts,  on  various  grounds,  but  chiefly 
for  the  reasons  that  it  had  not,  at  its  formation,  a 
solid  capital,  that  it  was  now  in  a  condition, 
nearly,  if  not  quite  insolvent ;  that  thus  situated 
it  would  be  an  injury  to  the  community  to  extend 
its  capacity  to  issue  notes — that  there  was  no  ne- 
cessity for  more  banks  in  the  District,  but  if 
there  wa>,  they  ought  to  be  solid  and  solvent,  &c. 

Mr.  Southard  and* Mr.  Barrour^  (members 
of  the  committee  to  which  an  examination  into 
the  circumstances  of  the  bank  and  the  charj^es  al- 
leged against  it  had  been  referred)  replied  re- 
peatedly and  at  considerable  length,  to  the  objec- 
tions which  had  been  urged  to  the  bill — contro- 
verting the  facts  alleged  against  it,  and  the  reasons 
as  to  the  expediency  of  renewing  the  charter — 
argoiog  that  this  bank  was  in  as  good  a  condition 
as  the  others,  which  had  been  rechartered,  that 
justice  and  equity  demanded  that  this  institution 
should  receive  the  same  measure  of  favor  as  the 
others,  &c.,  dbc. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  liad  been  opposed  to 
renewing  this  charter,  but  an  examination  of  the 
facts  and  an  attention  to  the  debate  had  changed 
ab  mind,  as  he  found  that  this  bank  had  more 
specie  in  its  vaults,  than  the  whole  amount  of  its 
Dotes  ia  circulation  and  its  deposites,  united,  axid 
therefore,  it  was,  he  thought,  in  a  better  conclition 
iban  any  other  bank  he  knew  of  now  or  had  ever 
known  in  the  United  States.  He  spoke  at  some 
length  and  repeatedly. 

Mr.  D'WoLP  made  also  some  remarks,  the  pur- 
port of  which  was,  that  he  deemed  banks  an  evil, 
and  that  he  believed  the  only  mode  of  working  a 
cure, was  to  charter  all  that  asked  it;  it  would 
thus  be  .shown  to  the  community  that  the  Legis- 
lature did  not  gr^nt  charters  as  a  mark  of  confi- 
deoce  or  credit  in  those  institutions,  but  merelv  to 
enable  them  to  plead,  sue,  &c.,  and  the  public 
would,  therefore,  give  them  no  more  credit  than 
they  deserved,  &c.  Messrs.  Van  Dyke,  Chand- 
^^Bjand  Holmes,  of  Maine,  made  some  inciden- 
laJ  remarks. 

The  Senate  rejected  a  motion  to  recommit  the 
hillj  to  inquire  further  into  certain  facts — ayes  16, 
t^oes  19 ;  and  rejects!  a  motion  to  adjourn ;  but, 
an  unsuccessful  motion  being  afterwards  made  by 
Mr.  Eaton,  to  amend  the  bill,  before  the  question 
was  taken  on  its  third  reading,  about  half-past 
four  o'clock,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Tuorsday,  February  13. 

Mr.  RoGOLEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Robert 
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Abbott,  made  a  re[>ort,  accompanied  bv  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Johnston  Blakely.  The 
report  and  bill  were  read,  and  the  bill  passed  to 
the  second  readine. 

On  inotion,  by  Air.  Ruooler,  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
William  Gamble,  were  discharged  from  the  far- 
ther consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  Noai^,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Militia, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aot 
to  provide  for  clothing  the  militia  when  called 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States,"  reported 
the  same,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Seymour  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Rog:er8,  a  Cherokee  chief,  praying  the  payment 
of  his  demands  against  the  United  States.  The 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  petition 
of  James  D.  Draughan,  legal  representative  of 
Robert  H.  Draughan,  deceased,  praying  that  pi. 
qOantitv  of  staves,  obtained  from  a  quarter  section 
df  land  since  forfeited  to  the  United  States  for 
non-payment,  may  be  exempted  from  seizure  and 
forfeiture.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Barboi7R  called  up  the  memorial  of  sundry 
justices  of  the  peace  anu  inhabitants  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  heretofore  presented,  a^inst 
any  alteration  in  the  laws  for  the  collection  ef 
debts  in  said  District ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
praying  that  relief  may  be  extended  to  those  pur- 
chasers of  public  lands  who  had  paid  for  the  same 
prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  Congress  by 
which  the  price  of  public  lands  was  reduced,  made 
a  report,  accompanied  by  a  reaolation,  thnt  the 
prayer  of  the  memorialists  ought  not  to  be 
granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands^  to  whioh 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Alabama,  praying  Congress  ^to 
take  into  consideration  the  case  of  snoh  persons  as 
became  purchasers  of  public  lands  afler  the  time 
of  issuing  the  Mississippi  stock,  and  who  had  made 
ful)  payment  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  relief  la^, 
and  to  allow  them  the  deduction  of  thirty-seven 
and  a  half  per  cent,  allowed  to  those  who  were  in 
arrears  to  Government,  or  to  make  them  such  other 
allowance  as  they  may  be  entitled  to  in  right  and 
justice ;"  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved, 
that  the  prayer  of  the  memorial  ought  not  to  be 
granted. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  divide  the  State  of  South 
Carolina  intatwo  judicial  districts.**  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  they  concur  in  the  said  amend- 
ments, with  the  following  amendment : 

Strike  out  **  Lawrence,"  and  insert  Laurem, 
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On  motioDy  b^  Mr.  Seymour,  the  Senale  re- 
•amed,  as  ta  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  coo- 
sideratioD  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  further  to  regulate  the 
entry  of  merchandise  imported  into  the  United 
States  from  any  adjacent  territory,"  together  with 
the  amendments  proposed  thereto;  and,  on  his 
motion,  the  bill,  together  with  the  proposed  amend- 
ments, were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Don  Har- 
pin  de  la  Gbutrais  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  commute  the  pension  of  Lieutenant 
Alfred  Flournoy  was  read  tne  second  time. 

The  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  tne  United  States,  in  relation 
to  internal  improvement,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Abra- 
ham Snyder;"  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  James  Hyde;"  and,  also,  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Rees,  of  New 
York,  one  of  the  sureties  of  Joseph  H.  Rees,  ^ 
ceased,  late  assistant  deputy  paymaster  general 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,"  were  s^everal- 
ly  read  the  second  time;  and,  on  motion,  they 
were  respectively  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  had  been  recom- 
mitted the  bill,  in  addition  to  the  "Act  for  the 
prompt  settlement  of  public  accounts,"  and  for  the 
punishment  of  the  crime  of  perjury,  reported  the 
same  with  sundry  amendments;  which  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

MECHANICS'  B.\NK  OF  ALEXANDRIA. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank 
of  Alexandria. 

Mr.  Eaton  (having  since  yesterday  received 
some  additional  information  on  the  subject)  spoke 
again  at  considerable  length  against  the  bill.  Mr. 
Taylor,  of  Virginia,  also  made  some  further  re- 
marks against  its  passage.  Messrs.  Barbour  and 
Southard  severally  advocated  the  bill  at  much 
-should  vote  for  the  oill. 

length,  replying  to  Messrs.  Eaton  and  Taylor. 
Mr.  LowRiE  also  assigned  the  reasons  why  he 

The  question  being  finally  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  enrgossed,  and  read  a  third  time,  it  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Brown  of  Loui- 
siada,  Brown  of  Ohio,  Chandler,  D'Woif,  Elliott, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Johnson  of  Keotuckj,  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  Knight,  Lanoian,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Low- 
rip,  Morril,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Rugglea,  Seymour,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Smith  of  South  Carolina,  Sauthanl, 
Stokes,  Thoman,  Ware,  and  Williams  of  Tennes- 
lee — 26. 

Nat8 — Messrs.  Burton,  Dickeriioti,  Eaton,  Findlay, 
GaiUard,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York, 
Lloyd  of  Maaaachusetla,  Macon,  Mills,  Taylor  of  In- 
diana, Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  and 
Williams  of  Mississippi — 16. 


AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

'  The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  pro- 
posing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  in  relation  to  the  election  of  Pre&i- 
nent  of  the  United  States,  together  with  the 
amendments  offered  thereto  by  Mr.  DiccERsoTf 
and  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  rose  and  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  President:  This  building  which  we  occupy 
is  a  fit  emblem  of  the  Government  under  which 
we  lire.    At  one  end  is  the  Chamber  of  the  Hoase 
of  Representatives,  resembling  that  branch  of  the 
Government.    Its  strength,  splendor,  and  mag- 
nificence, indicate  the  union  and  sovereignty  of 
the  people.    It  is  placed  in  the  South,  imply iog 
heat,  and  intimating  thereby  that  it  is  to  be  ei- 
pected  from  this  branch  of  the  Government.   Tbe 
opposite  wing  is  an  emblem  of  the  Senate.    It  ii 
in  the  North,  implying  coolness,  deliberatioo,  and 
wisdom.    The  exterior  construction  is  strong,  firm, 
and  apparently  permanent.    But  the  interior  ia 
eocroached  upon,  and  undermined  by  the  room 
occupied  by  the  Judiciary ;  the  fabric  begiQ>  lo 
crack  and  give  way,  and  there  is  some  danger  ol 
its  overthrow.    God  grant  that  this  may  ooi  be 
btrictly  emblematical  of  the  Senate,  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  sovereignty  of  the  States.    Betweeo 
these,  connecting  and  yet  towering  above  them,  U 
the  Centre  Building,  impressive  emblem  of  Exe- 
cutive power.    Its  imposing  structure,  immeose 
form,  lofty  turrets,  and  magnificent  dome,  conspire 
to  diminish  and  sink  the  wings  in  the  beholder*^ 
eye.     From  the  East  is  to  project  a  splendid  por- 
tico, showing  that  the  Executive  will  extend  in 
that  difection  far  beyond  the  reach  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, in  directing  our  Navy  upon  the  ocean,  and 
in  our  negotiations  with  foreign  Powers.    The 
whole  body  of  the  building  projects  far  to  the  We»t, 
intimating  that,  at  some  Tar  distant  day,  the  Exe- 
cutive arm  will  be  almost  exclusively  felt  by  the 
colonies,  tribes,  people,  and  nation^,  which  will 
occupy  and  inhabit  those  immense  and  immea»^ 
urable  regions.    But  the  Centre  Building  is  yet  in 
an  unfinished  state.    This  indicates  that  Execu^. 
tive  influence  and  grandeur  is  still  progressing; 
and,  as  I  shall  attempt  to  show,  that  the  amend 
ment  under  consideration  is  necessary  to  direc 
correct,  regulate,  and  restrain  it. 

My  proposition  to  amend  the  amendment  pre 
posed  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersev  (Mr 
Dickerson)  contains  a  provision  not  embracet' 
by  either  of  the  amendments  under  cunsideration 
These  propose  to  modify  the  election  of  Prei^ident 
in  the  first  and  last  resort.  This  makes  provisiu 
for  a  contested  election.  The  Constitution,  as  i 
is,  has  provided  for  the  case  of  no  election  by  tb 
people,  transferring  it  to  the  House  of  Represeu 
tatives,  to  be  determined  by  States;  but  it  La 
never  contemplated  the  case  of  a  contested  electio 
of  President  or  Vice  President.  My  amend meo 
is  connected  with,  but  not  repugnant  to,  either  o 
the  other  propositions.  In  di^cub&ing  it,  however 
I  shall  deem  it  necessary,  in  expressing  my  prefer 
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ence  for  the  proposition  of  the  honorable  member 
from  New  Jerseir,  to  soffgest  some  objections  to 
that  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Tay- 

LOS,) 

His  plan,  in  substance,  is  this:  In  case  of  no 
election,  the  President  is  to  send  back  to  the  Elec- 
toral Ck)lleges  the  two  highest  candidates  that 
they  may  designate,  and.  if  they  fail  in  this,  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  are  to  elect 
from  sQch  candidates.  An  objection  which  strikes 
me  with  considerable  force,  is  the  agency  of  the 
President  himself  in  this  business.  The  votes  are 
to  be  returned  to  him,  and  he  is  to  open,  count, 
and  proclaim  them.  In  case  of  no  choice,  he  is 
(0  notify  the  fact,  designate  the  two  highest  mem- 
bers on  the  lists,  and  call  upon  the  Electors  to  de- 
cide between  them.  Every  second  term  he  is 
probably  a  candidate  for  re-election.  He  deter- 
mines, in  the  first  instance,  whether  there  is  a 
choice  or  not.  It  would  not  be  surprising,  if  ques- 
tionable votes  should  be  returned.  Indeed  it  would 
be  sing:ular  if  thb  should  not,  in  many  instances, 
be  the  case.  The  ({ualification  of  the  Electors,  the 
correctness  of  their  proceedings,  the  certainty  or 
genuineness  of  the  returned  lists,  will  often  present 
questions  for  investi^^ation  and  decision.  And  in 
whom  is  this  discretion  to  be  vested  ?  In  a  tribu- 
oai  ioteliigent  and  capable,  but  by  no  means  im- 
partial. Such  b  the  frailty  and  treachery  of  the 
human  heart,  that  very  few  can  be  found  qualified 
to  decide  in  their  own  cases,  even  in  the  mast 
trifling  concerns.  How  much  greater  the  danger, 
then,  when  so  much  is  at  stake !  If  Kings  and 
Emperors  reach  the  throne  by  trampling  on  the 
rights,  and  wading  through  the  blood  of  their 
people^what  must  be  the  temptation  to  become 
the  chief  of  a  free  people!  The  object  is  impos- 
ing, ioipressive,  and  sublime ;  and  the  temptation 
to  achieve  it  tends  strongly  to  lure  the  aspirant 
^m  the  line  of  honesty,  and  the  path  of  the  jCon- 
ttitatioD.  He  to  decide  whether  an  election  is 
oiade,  aod  who  is  chosen !  Should  he  pronounce 
no  choice,  when  there  is  one  in  fact,  the  Electors 
are  made  to  vote  again,  and  what  tribunal  is  to 
determine  whether  the  first  or  second  list  is  to  be 
receired?  Bat,  if  he  declares  an  election  when 
oone  has  been  made,  where  is  your  remedy  then  ? 
Unfortunately,  the  Constitution  has  made  no 
prorbion  to  settle  the  question  of  a  contested  elec- 
tion of  President.  The  votes  are  to  be  returned  to 
the  President  of  the  Senate,  are  to  be  opened  in 
the  presence  of  both  Houses,  and  the  votes  are  to 
he  connted.  The  person  having  a  majority,  is  to 
be  deekred  the  President.  But  who  is  to  preside 
to  (bis  joint  meeting  1  By  whom  are  the  votes 
to  be  counted  and  declared  ?  and  if  the  counting 
)r  declaration  should  be  contested,  how  is  it  to  be 
letermined?  Perhaps  no  three  gentlemen  who 
tear  me,  woold  agree  in  their  answers  to  these 
laestions.  The  honorable  gentleman,  nevertheless, 
proposes  to  increase  the  probability  of  the  recur- 
toce  of  these  cases,  without  prescribing  a  rem- 
idy — and  to  leave  it  in  part  for  the  President  to 
letermtne  upon  l^^^  own  election. 
^  Bnt,  a  reference  again  to  the  Electors,  would  be 
Vioght  with  other  inconreniences.    The  oflSice  of 


an  Elector  is  finished,  by  making  the  election.  He 
has  no  further  responsibility,  and  he  retires  and 
mingles  with  the  mass  of  the  community.  He 
holds  no  other  trust  from  the  people,  which  he 
might  lose  from  a  fraudulent  or  corrupt  vote.  The 
Constitution  has  wisely  provided  that  all  the 
Electors  shall  meet  on  the  same  day ;  and  the  law, 
with  equal  wisdom,  has  fixed  the  day  as  soon  as 
possible  after  their  appointment.  It  was  intended 
to  exclude  the  possibility  of  approach.  But,  adopt 
this  amendment — the  failure  upon  the  first  trial, 
and  the  vote  which  each  Elector  gave,  will  be  in- 
stantly known  in  every  corner  of  the  United 
States.  Before,  or  when,  they  shall  re-assemble, 
the  attempts  at  management  will  begin ;  with 
what  probability  of  success,  let  those  who  judge  of 
human  nature,  <u  it  is,  determine.  There  is  even 
less  danger,  should  the  election  come  to  the  House 
of  Representatives.  Your  Representatives  then 
become  your  Electors.  But  this  is  not  their  only 
ofi&ce.  They  have  other  duties,  higher  trusts,  and 
further  responsibilities.  Should  one  be  success- 
fully approached,  detection  is  more  probable,  and 
its  efiects  would  be  to  blast  all  his  political  pros- 
pects. Dangerous  as  I  deem  an  election  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  I  should  fear  it  less  than 
this  second  struggle  before  the  Electors. 

But,  sir,  I  obiect  further  to  the  principle  of  the 
honorable  gentleman's  amendment.  He  proposes 
to  diminish  the  relative  powers  of  the  small  States, 
in  the  la.<t  resort,  without  an  equivalent.  These 
have  now  a  vote  equal  to  the  largest,  if  the  election 
comes  into  the  House.  The  proposed  second  trial 
reduces  the  probability  to  a  mere  possibility ;  but, 
should  the  case  ever  occur,  the  voices  of  the  smaller 
States  are  even  then  to  be  swallowed  up  in  a  gen- 
eral voice  of  the  convention  of  both  Houses. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  honorable  ^n- 
tleman  from  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Dickebbon)  gives 
this  equivalent.  Bv  districting  the  several  States, 
for  the  choice  of  Electors,  he  increases  the  power 
of  the  small  States  in  the  oriffinal,  and  reduces  it 
in  the  Jtfud  vote.  As  the  case  now  is,  the  large 
«find  small  States  may  be  considered  as  large  and 
small  electoral  districts.  Were  you  to  have  no 
parties,  it  would  be  of  little  importance.  But 
these  vou  must  have.  The  election  of  President 
will  alwa)rs  be  contested.  There  will  be  two  or 
more  candidates,  and  consequently,  their  adherents 
will  constitute  two  or  more  parties.  A  large  State 
may  throw  her  whole  electoral  ticket  for  one  can- 
didate, by  the  merest  majority.  The  three  large 
States  lymg  contiguous,  might  combine^  to  produce 
the  same  efiect  on  a  larger  scale.  Eighty-eight 
electoral  votes  might  be  given,  by  such  a  combi- 
nation, against  the  will  of  nearly  one-half  the  pop- 
ulation of  these  States,  whose  voice  would  not  be 
heard  at  all  in  the  election.  A  combination  of 
this  sort,  and  to  such  an  extent,  among  the  small 
States,  is  impossible.  Their  influence  is,  there- 
fore, diminished,  for  the  want  of  an  unity  of  ac- 
tion ;  and  the  large  States  are  constantly  succeed- 
ing, at  their  prejudice  and*  expense. 

The  truth  is,  that  the  large  States,  in  their  zeal 
to  accomplish  their  object,  have  perverted  the 
Constitution.    The  Electors  were  to  be  appointed 
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in  such  manner  as  the  Legis»lature  of  the  State  Jersey  and  Delaware,  are  entitled  to  thirty-thi 
should  direct.  This  direction  was  to  be  given  by  !  Representatives,  and  New  York  alone  to'thiri 
the  Legislature,  as  other  legislative  acts.  The  j  four.  The  fraction,  in  those  seven  States,  woq 
framers  of  the  Constitution  never  could  have  im-  entitle  them  to  four  additional  Representative 
agined  that,  because  the  State  Legislatures  have  or  their  aggregate  population  would  entitle  th^ 
the  right  to  direct  it  to  be  done,  they  would  have  to  thirty-seven  ;  so  that,  although  these  Staj 
claimed  the  right  to  do  it  themselves.  The  votes  gain,  by  the  federative  princif^e,  twelve  Eiect^ 
from  Massachusetts,  therefore,  mentioned  by  the  i  over  New  York,  they,  at  the  same  time,  lose  fd 
honorable  eentleman  from  New  Jersey,  might  by  this  operation  of  the  fractions, 
hare  been  the  subject  of  contest  had  th«y  affected  '  A  unity  of  action  will  always  operate  in  fa^ 
the  result.  The  case  was  this :  The  members  of  I  of  the  large  States.  The  members  of  the  loj 
the  Legislature  wished  to  appoint  the  Electors  |  government,  the  officers  of  the  United  States  cd 
themselves,  but  no  act  or  resolve  had  been  passed  ;  bined  with  other  leading  and  influential  m 

might  present  a  general. ticket  to  the  people,  wh{ 


for  this  purpose,  and,  as  parlies  were  nearly  equal, 
none  could  be  passed  without  the  consent  of  the 
Governor.  It  was  known  that  the  Governor  con- 
sidered this  appointment,  by  the  Legislatiire,  as 
unconstitu tional.  To  surmount  this  difficulty,  the 
two  Houses  directed  thenuelveSy  and  appointed  the 
Electors. 

In  addition  to  this  usurpation  of  the  large  States, 
the  operation  of  the  Constitution  has  been  con- 
stantly against  the  small.  Two  Electors  were 
given  to  each  State  over  its  number  of  Represen- 
tatives, to  preserve,  in  some  measure,  its  federative 
equality  in  the  election  of  President.  When  the 
Constitution  was  adopted,  this  federal  voice  bore 
a  proportion  to  the  popular  voice  of  twentv-six  to 
sixty-five.  It  now  bears  a  proportion  of  only  forty- 
eiffht  to  two  hundred  and  sixty-one.  So  that, 
while  the  federal  voice  has  not  yet  doubled,  the 
popular  voice  has  more  than  quadrupled. 

This  is  not  all.  The  relative  strength  of  the 
small  States  is  constantly  diminishing,  w>th  in  the 
original  and  final  vote. 

At  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  the  num- 
ber of  Electors  was  ninety-one,  of  which  Rhode 
Island  and  Delaware  had  each  three,  or  one- 
thirtieth  of  the  whole  vote,  and  one-thirteenth  in 
case  the  election  came  to  the  House.  Now,  not- 
withstanding the  representation  of  Rhode  Island 
is  doubled,  their  relative  influence  stands  thus: 
Rhode  Island  one  sixty-fifth,  and  Delaware  one 
eighty-fifth,  in  the  original,  and  each  one  twentvr 
fourth  in  the  final  election.  While  New  York, 
which  originally  stood  at  one-eleventh,  has  since 
arisen  to  one-seventh  of  the  electoral  votes. 
There  is,  moreover,  another  advantage  which 
obtains  in  the  large  States,  by  which  that  of  two 
additional  Electors  is  greatly  diminished.  In  the 
apportionment  of  Representatives,  it  is  to  be 
among  the  several  States.  After  fixing  the  ratio, 
and  dividing  them  among  the  several  States,  a 
surplus  or  fraction  is  left  in  each.    A  compro- 


mise of  these  fractions  was  once  attempted ;  that   was  remarkable  for  his  intelligence  and  po 


it  would  be  impossible  to  resist,  and  which  woi 
entirely  silence  a  large  and  respectable  minorl 
In  the  small  States  this  influence  is  necessai 
divided.  Local  prejudices  and  attachments,  Bi 
pride,  a  thousand  personal  and  other  considc 
tions,  would  prevent  this  unity  of  action. 

The  influence  of  a  large  State  over  a  small  t 
is  not  dissimilar  to  that  of  a  rich  and  intelli^ 
man  over  his  poorer  neighbors.  From  depei 
ence  or  interest,  it  usually  happens  that  the  w^ 
are  induced  to  yield  to  the  will  of  the  stro| 
The  wealth,  liberality,  and  inducements  to  ai^ 
tion  in  a  large  State,  lure  into  it  men  of  talei 
popularity,  and  influence.  These  create  a  pol 
which  is  felt  with  effect  in  the  neighboring  Std 

The  large  States  can,  moreover,  act  in  coaj 
with  much  effect.  Three  large  States  in  the  m 
of  the  rest,  might  easily  combine  an  influe 
which  it  would  oe  difficult  to  resist.  And  w 
it  is  considered  that  these  might  give  their  un 
weieht,  by  mere  tyrannic  majorities,  against  lai 
intelligent,  virtuous,  republican  minorities,  it 
comes  us  to  look  round  us  for  a  remedy.  Thaj 
the  honorable  gentlemen  from  New  Jersey  is,  j 
haps,  the  best.  This  gives  you  a  President] 
the  voice  of  the  nation.  The  minority  in  eJ 
State  is  heard  as  well  as  the  majority ;  and, 
though  State  influence  cannot,  in  this  casej 
effectually  controlled,  it  is  in  a  great  meaa 
diminished. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  sp 
allegorically  of  great  men  and  a  great  white  ho 
Let  me  view  the  States  under  a  different  fign 
Thirteen  families  commenced  the  aettlemeat  | 
village  or  town ;  four  of  these  were  rich  and 
erful,  and  their  plantations  were  large  and 
able,  and  they  had  many  servants  and  mem 
of  their  families.  Others  held  their  lots  in  d 
ent  places,  some  large  and  some  small.  O 
these  four,  whose  situation  was  most  to  the  S 


is,  if  the  fractions  in  two  or  more  adjacent  States 
would  amount  to  the  requisite  number  for  a 
Representative,  such  a  Representative  might  be 
assigned  by  Congre&s  at  its  discretion,  to  one  of 
those  States.  The  bill  was  rejected  by  President 
Washington,  on  the  ground  of  its  unconstitution- 
ality, and  every  State  is,  consequently,  obliged  to        _ 

lose  its  owii  fraction.*  This  fraction  is  as  likely  i  ing' his;  although  these  iamilies  were  rich 
to  be  large  in  a  small  as  in  a  large  State.  I  will  )K)werful,  yet  their  contentions  and  contomac 
illustrate  this  by  a  jingle  example:  All  the  New  i  their  servants  had  in  some  mcasuffe  im{»aired  i 
England  States,  except  Massachusetts,  with  New  *  influence  in   the  viUage.     The  most  nortli 


He  was  descended  from  illustrious  paren 
whom  he  inclined  to  boast.  He  managed 
affairs  with  great  prudence  and  skill,  taugbt 
servants  and  his  household  how  to  be  osefi 
home,  and  popular  in  the  village,  and  never 
got  to  boast  of  tbeir  qualifications  among 
neighbors.    Two  of  the  great  estates  lay  adj 

•  ■*  I.I  1^1  *•  •■•  •■ 
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fTcatman  had  oiic«  his  fuli  share  of  control ;  but 
he  was  too  perplexed  and  disturbed  bv  family 
strife,  and  a  truant  son  had  demanded  nis  patri- 
mtHiyaDd  reeeired  it.  These  things  combined, 
had  diminished  his  influence  and  r^uced  him  to 
a  common  standing  with  the  rest  of  his  neighbors. 
At  length  these  great  men  b^an  to  play  into 
each  other's  hand.  He  of  the  South,  would  take 
eare  to  prepare  one  of  his  own  servants  for  the 
most  honorable  employments  in  the  village.  To 
pacify  bis  most  poweriul  neighbor,  he  would  pro- 
pose to  him  thi^t  he  should  furnish  a  servant  of 
the  second  grade.  New  families  came  in  and  oc- 
cupied the  vacant  grounds  reserved  for  them,  and 
the  namber  was  increased  to  twenty-four.  These 
being  strangers,  and  having  occasion  for  all  their 
resoorces  to  commence  in  the  cultivation  of  their 
farms,  had  little  influence,  and  left  the  general 
concern  to  be  managed  by  these  powerful  and 
distingui^ihed  families.  It  soon  resulted  that  the 
poor  and  the  new  families,  for  want  of  concert, 
mtelligence,  and  resources,  were  obliged  to  give 
up  all  control  and  submit  to  the  will  and  dicta- 
tion of  wealth  and  power. 

But,  as  much  as  I  could  complain  of  the  power 
of  the  large  States,  in  the  original  election,  I  find 
geat  fault  with  that  of  the  small  States,  in  the 
House  of  Re[>resentative8,  in  the  last  resort.  This 
amendment  gives  a  remedy  in  both  cases.  At  the 
time  the  Constitution  was  adopted  there  were  but 
two  which  might  be  denominated  small  States. 
Now  there  ate  eight ;  three  which  give,  each,  five 
Electors,  and  three  Representatives;  one,  four 
filectors  and  two  Representatives ;  and  the  other 
four,  three  Electors  and  one  Representative  each ; 
making,  in  these  eight  States,  thirty-one  Electors, 
of  260;  and  fifteen  Representatives,  of  213.  Yet, 
as  two-thirds  of  the  States  constitute  a  quorum  in 
die  dection  of  President,  these  eight  States,  beine 
one-half  of  the  two-thirds,  might,  with  their  fit- 
teen  Representatives,  prevent  an  election. 

A  course  of  measures  might  be  adopted,  which, 
in  most  cases,  would  bring  the  election  into  the 
House.  A  State  has  some  favorite,  whom  it 
inmld  not  be  difllcult  to  convince  that  he  was  fit 
^  the  Presidency.  He  is  first  to  be  honored  with 
a  State  nomination.  Other  States  follow  the  ex- 
^pie,and  adhere  tenaciously  to  their  own  favor- 
ites. The  neople  of  the  States  become  pledged, 
and  will  pledge  their  Electors.  Local  attach- 
ments mw  every  day  stronger,  and  these  become 
inore  fixed  by  zeal  and  irritation.  The  small 
Sutes  foment  and  encourage  this  division.  The 
middling  States  are  indiflerent ;  no  one  candidate 
obtains  a  majority,  and  the  election  goes  into  the 
House.  Here,  a  scene  will  be  presented,  disgust- 
ing and  alarming.  Twenty-four  votes,  thirteen 
necessary  to  a  choice,  and  Illinois  with  one — bal- 
ancing New  York  with  thirty-four  Representa- 
tives. The  election  might  devolve  on  a  single 
State,  having  a  single  representative.  Such  a 
tnist,  to  rest  m  a  single  individual,  would  be  felt 
aiid  assailed  by  the  candidates  and  their  friends, 
n  the  trust  should  not  be  abused,  its  execution 
Would  be  attended  with  distrust,  suspicion,  and 
jealousy;  the  public  would  be  irritated,  dissatis- 


fied, and  distracted,  and  the  Administration  thus 
created  would  be  without  energy,  concert,  or  con- 
fidence. 

The  proposed  amendment,  however,  avoids 
that  danger.  It  takes  away  the  inducements  to 
carry  the  election  into  the  House,  because,  the  last 
election  is  in  coincidence  with  the  first,  and  the 
relative  voice  of  the  States  is  the  same. 

But,  without  the  amendment  which  I  have  had 
the  honor  to  propose,  that  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  New  Jersey  is  still  deficient.  He 
has  provided  for  the  original,  and,  in  case  of  fail- 
ure^ the  ultimate  election.  But  he  makes  no  pro- 
vision for  a  decision  of  the  question,  whether  an 
election  has  or  has  not  been  made.  The  Consti- 
tutional qualifications  of  the  candidate — Is  he  a 
citi2en  of  the  United  States?  of  the  requisite  age? 
were  the  Electors  ineligible  by  holding  ofloces 
under  the  United  States?  did  they  meet  on  a  day 
difierent  from  the  rest,  or  from  the  one  prescribed? 
are  these  returned  lists  genuine,  or  are  tuey  altered 
or  forged  ?  These  are  questions  which  will,  at 
some  period,  be  agitated,  and  which  the  Consti- 
tution provides  no  tribunal  to  determine.  My 
amendment  goes  to  constitute  such  a  tribunal,  to 
consist  of  the  Senate  and  House  in  joint  meeting. 
The  President  of  the  Senate  is  made  the  nresia- 
ing  ofi&cer,  the  rules  of  proceeding  are  to  be  pre- 
scribed by  law,  but  no  alteration  of  them  is  to 
take  effect  until  two  years  after  it  is  made. 

To  require  that  the  rules  of  proceeding  in  a  con- 
tested election  should  be  prescribed  by  an  act  of 
Congress,  and  not  be  altered  until  two  years,  is 
giving  the  exposition  of  those  rules  to  a  oifferent 
Congress  from  that  which  made  them,  and  pre- 
vents an  unlimited  exercise  of  discretion  in  deter- 
miniiig  the  case  of  a  favorite  candidate.  At  the 
last  election,  the  votes  of  Missouri  were  returned, 
though  Missouri  had  not,  in  fact,  been  admitted 
into  tne  Union.  Upon  coimting  the  votes,  a  ques- 
tion was  made,  and  discussion  attempted,  whether 
these  votes  should  be  counted.  But  we  soon  dis- 
covered the  awkwardness  of  our  situation.  No 
officer  to  ffovern  the  debate,  no  rules  of  proceed- 
ing, nor  ox  decision,  confusion  was  about  to  com- 
mence :  and  the  Senate,  to  avoid  it,  rose  up,  and, 
in  a  very  dignified  manner,  returned  to  their  own 
chamber.  Had  these  votes  of  Missouri  deter- 
mined the  election,  it  is  impossible  to  conjecture 
what  would  have  ensued.  An  event  which  has 
happened,  and  which  is  so  likely  to  happen,  should 
be  provided  for.  Ambitious  schemes  and  angry 
passions  vrili  be  found  to  operate  in  a  contest  of 
such  magnitude.  The  patronage  and  power  of 
this  office  have,  and  perhaps  always  will,  create  a 
struggle.  State  pretensions.  State  nominations, 
local  jealousies,  will  be  iencouraged  to  efiect  the 
designs  of  particular  candidates.  It  is,  I  fear,  the 
rock  on  which  the  Republic  is  one  day  to  be 
wrecked.  In  due  time,  in  good  weather,  we 
should  define  its  position  and  extent,  and  point  out 
its  dansers.  When  the  tempest  comes,  this  will 
be  too  late. 

When  Mr.  H.  had  concluded,  the  resolution 
and  amendments  were  postponed  to  Monday  next; 
and  the  House  adjourned. 
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Friday,  February  14. 

Oq  motioo,  by  Mr.  Rdoolbs,  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Soyder ;"  and, 
also,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
James  Hyde,"  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof,  and  they  were  respectively 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  a  number  of  merchants,  masters  of  ves- 
sels, and  others,  praying  the  erection  of  a  light- 
house at  the  southern  extremity  of  Cape  Cod.  The 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

RtMolvtd^  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
ke  inttracted  to  inqoire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
an  appropriation  to  enable  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  take  and  retain  poaseffsion  of  the  territo- 
ries of  the  United  States,  on  the  Northwest  coast  of 
America. 

Mr.  Barbour^  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  in  the  recovery  of  debts  in  the 
District  of  uolumbia,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  commit- 
tee to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to,  and  to  amend,  an  act.  en- 
titled 'An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  ox  du- 
ties on  imports  and  tonnage,'  passed  2d  March, 
1799,  and  for  other  purposes,''  reported  the  same, 
with  amendments,  which  were  read ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  amendments  were  ordered 
to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  the 
bill  and  amendments  postponed  to  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Benton,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  motion  of  the  10th  instant, 
for  instructing  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
in  relation  to  a  certam  Indian  treaty,  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  which 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  a  number  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  State  of  Illinois,  praying  that  re- 
lief may  be  extended  to  those  purcnasers  of  public 
lands  who  had  paid  for  the  same  prior  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act  of  Congress  by  wnich  the  price  of 
public  lands  was  reduced ;  and,  in  concurrence 
therewith,  resolved,  that  the  prayer  of  the  memo- 
rialists ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  biO  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Johnston 
Blakeley  was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Eaton,  the  Senate  resumed, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for 
ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Florida,"  approved  the  8th  of  May,  1822, 
and,  the  same  having  been  amended,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  House ;  and  the  amendment  being 
concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 
The  bill  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  Mechanics' 


Bank  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  Forrest ;  and  the  further  consideratioo 
thereof  was  postponed  to  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  Monday  next 

The  following  Messages  were  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

To  iht  SenaUof  the  United  Statee.- 

In  eomplianee  with  a  reeolotion  of  the  Senatef  of 
Febraary  3d,  requesting  a  statement  of  the  number 
and  size  of  cannon,  mortals,  and  howitasen,  neceassiy 
for  the  armament  of  the  fortifications  already  built, 
and  intended  to  be  built,  with  an  estimate  of  the  sum 
necessary  for  their  con«traction,  I  transmit  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  prepared  in  execatioD  of 
instractioDs  given  him  to  that  effect. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

FxaavAaT  10,  1633. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .- 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of 
the  11th  of  this  month,  requesting  the  President  to 
cause  to  be  communicated  to  the  Senate  an  eatimite 
of  the  amount  of  land  in  the  State  of  Georgia  to  which 
the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished  by  the  United 
States,  since  the  cession  of  a  portion  of  the  territorr 
of  Georgia  to  the  United  States,  with  a  statement  of 
the  cost  of  snch  extinguishment ;  and  also  an  estimate 
of  the  amount  of  land  within  the  said  State  to  which 
the  Indian  title  still  remains  to  be  extingubhed,  and 
by  what  tribes  claimed,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the 
Secietaiy  of  War,  which  contains  the  information  de- 
sired. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

FaaauAav  14,  1823. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  COURTS. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  rose  to  offer  a  reso- 
lution. He  said  he  had  been  anxious  to  pre^nt 
to  the  Senate  a  proposition  to  enjoin  upon  the  Ja- 
dicial  Committee  a  thorough  examination  into  the 
organization  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  report  such  a  change  as  would  cure  the 
evils  resulting  from  the  present  system.  He  thought 
it  was  the  duty  of  Congress  to  take  up  the  subject 
and  give  it  a  complete  examination,  and  adopt 
some  modifications  which  he  was  convinced  ought 
to  be  made.  But  this  session  was  a  short  one,  and 
not  the  most  favorable  to  the  discharge  of  this 
duty.  He  thought  that  Congress  should  turn  their 
attention  to  the  jurisdiction,  as  well  as  to  the  or- 
{ranization  of  the  Federal  Judiciary.  The  defin- 
ing and  limiting  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  de- 
pended upon  a  construction  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution, and  required  no  other  materials  than 
those  possessed  by  every  member.  But  the  organ- 
ization of  the  courts  was  a  matter  of  policy  and 
expediency,  and  should  be  changed  as  time  and 
experience  might  suggest.  In  order,  therefore, 
that  this  subject  might  be  before  Congress  at  an 
early  period  of  the  next  session,  with  all  the  facts 
which  could  be  obtained  in  addition  to  those  in 
the  possession  of  members,  he  had  been  induced 
to  oner  to  the  House  a  resolution  which  might 
furnish  some  useful  information  on  the  subject  as 
to  the  organization  of  the  courts.    At  present,  one 
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half  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  if  not 
half  of  the  population,  was  under  a  district  system, 
and  the  other  half  under  a  district  and  circuit  sys- 
tem combined — and  the  circuit  judges  compose 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  It  was 
apparent  from  this  system,  that,  in  the  selection 
of  these  judges  we  should  consult,  as  much  if  not 
more,  bodily  powers  than  mental  and  legal  ac- 
quirements ;  lor  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
can  only  remain  at  this  place  something  like  forty 
days  annually,  during  which  time,  with'  the  most 
indefatigable  industry,  more  than  one  hundred 
cases  cannot  be  disposed  of,  while  they  represent 
tea  million  of  people,  and  twenty-four  independ- 
ent States,  and  the  dockets  in  every  part  of  the 
Union  swelling  and  increasing  in  magnitude. 
The  Western  country  had  in  part  only  the  benefits 
of  the  circuit  system.  He  thought  that  the  system 
should  be  uniform ;  that  every  part  of  the  United 
States  should  have  circuit  courts,  or  confined  to 
district,  and  enable  the  Supreme  Court  to  remain 
in  session  at  this  point  such  a  period  as  will  be 
raore  adequate  to  the  discharge  of  their  duties  as 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court.  His  object  was  to 
produce  uniformity,  efficiency,  and  impartiality 
m  respect  to  every  portion  of  the  community. 
Mr.  J.  concluded  by  offering  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

JUioked,  That  the  Jadgef  of  the  Supreme  Court  be 
requested  to  report,  jointly,  to  this  body,  aa  early  in 
ihe  next  session  of  Congress  as  may  be  convenient, 
»uch  facts  and  observations  as  their  experience  and 
reflections  may  suggefit,  relative  to  the  present  organ- 
ixaiion  of  the  coarts  of  the  United  States,  pointing 
oot  its  defects  and  inconveniences,  if  any,  and  suggest- 
inf  snch  changes  and  modifications  as  will,  in  their 
opinion,  combine  most  efficiency  and  economy  in  the 
sdffliDistration  of  justice. 

LEAD  MINES  AND  SALT  SPRINGS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton^  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  repeal  the  several 
icii  reserving  from  public  sale  the  lead  mines  and 
^U  springs  l)elonging  to  the  United  States,  and 
to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
canse  the  lead  mines  and  the  salt  springs,  and  the 
lands  contiguous  thereto,  to  be  exposeo  to  public 
bate. 

Mr.  Benton  rose,  and  in  support  of  the  bill  de- 
livered himself  to  the  following  effect: 

The  Senate  is  now  to  deliberate  upon  a  subject 
of  great  national  importance.  The  mines  and 
valines  of  Upper  Louisiana  still  belong  to  the  na- 
tion. They  are  great  in  extent  and  rich  in  value. 
They  are  found  scattered  in  detached  districts  over 
a  Jioe  of  six  hundred  miles  3  from  the  left  bank  of 
ibe  Arkansas  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  Falls  of 
Sc.  Anthony.  The  State  of  Missouri,  in  the  cen- 
tre of  this  line,  is  their  chief  seat.  Salines  are 
found  in  every  part  of  the  State,  but  chiefly  in  the 
part  known  under  the  name  of  the  "Boon's  Lick 
country."  Here  the  salt  water  runs  oft'  from  the 
surface  of  the  earth  in  a  thousand  streams.  Large 
creeks,  on  which  mills  are  built,  are  sensibly  im- 
pregnated with  it ;  and  over  an  extent  of  four  or 
dve  counties,  on  both  sides  of  the  Missouri,  in  a 


country  of  unrivalled  fertility,  scarcely  a  mile 
square  could  be  found  in  whicn  saline  indications 
are  not  visible  to  the  daily  passenger. 

The  lead  district  is  located  in  a  different  part  of 
the  State,  on  the  waters  of  the  Merrimac,  Gas- 
conade, and  St.  Francis,  and  what  was  formerly 
the  county  of  St.  Genevieve,  now  divided  into 
several  counties,  of  which  Washington  is  the 
centre,  and  the  chief  seat  of  the  mines. 

The  great  indications  of  mineral  wealth  in  this 
district  attracted  the  attention  of  enterprising  men 
more  than  a  century  ago.  The  celebrated  *'  Mis- 
sissippi Scheme"  was  bottomed  upon  the  mines 
of  Upper  Louisiana ;  but  the  precious,  not  the 
valuable  metals  were  the  object  of  pursuit  to  the 
projectors  of  that  scheme.  It  was  the  middle  of 
the  last  century  before  the  lead  mines  were  worked, 
and  the  experience  of  seventy  years  has  since 
shown  that  a  large  district  of  country  abounds 
with  this  mineral,  the  ore  exceedingly  rich,  yield- 
ing eighty-two  per  cent.,  and  the  metal  so  much 
finer  than  the  English  as  to  command  a  cent  more 
on  the  pound  in  the  white  and  red  lead  factories. 
In  1803,  the  province  of  Louisiana  was  ceded  to 
the  United  States,  and  the  fame  of  her  mineral 
wealth  prodigiously  enhanced,  in  public  estima* 
tion,  the  value  of  tne  acquisition.  Congress  pro- 
ceeded upon  the  idea  that  these  mines  were  too 
valuable  to  be  owned  by  individuals ;  that  they 
ought  to  be  reserved  as  national  property ;  and  a 
system  of  reservation  and  Government  monopoly 
was  adopted,  and  has  been  persevered  in  ever 
since.  The  surveyors  of  the  public  lands  were 
instructed  to  note  on  their  maps  all  indications  of 
mines  and  salines;  portions  of  contiguous  land 
were  directed  to  be  reserved  convenient  to  each; 
the  officers  of  the  land  department  were  forbid  to 
sell  them ;  the  boards  of  commissioners  for  con- 
firming Spanish  titles  were  interdicted  from  de- 
ciding a  claim  which  covered  lead  or  salt;  and, 
to  complete  this  system  of  monopoly,  an  odious 
law  of  retroactive  operation  was  passed,  to  vacate 
the  sales  of  land  made  by  the  Government  itself 
in  the  event  of  afterwards  finding  lead  or  salt 
upon  it,  and  fixing  on  the  purchasers,  by  the  aid 
ot  some  inquisitorial  process,  the  successful  charge 
of  previous  kno  wledgeand  fraudulent  concealment 

The  National  Government,  by  these  acts,  hav- 
ing concentrated  in  its  own  hands  the  possession 
of  the  mines  and  salines,  undertook,  in  the  year 
1807,  to  reap  the  fruit  of  its  able  policy.  For  this 
purpose,  the  luminous  idea  was  adopted  of  con- 
verting itself  into  a  national  landlord,  the  miners 
into  national  tenants,  and  deriving  a  national 
revenue  from  salt-water  boilers  and  lead-ore  dig- 
gers. This  system  was  adopted  in  1807.  Fif- 
teen years  have  since  elapsed,  and  certainly  fifteen 
years  of  annual  experience  is  sufficient  to  test  the 
vice  or  the  virtue  of  all  money-making  schemes. 
What,  then,  has  been  the  fruit  of  this  monopo- 
lising and  leasing  system?  Have  any  leases  been 
taken?  Yes^  many.  Has  any  lead  been  dug? 
Yes,  many  millions  of  pounds  weight.  Have  any 
rents  been  paid  ?  No,  not  a  dollar — not  one  cenL 
But,  perhaps  it  may  be  thought  that  valuable  im- 
provements have  been  made,  the  benefit  of  which 
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will  inure  to  the  Republic,  and  compensate  it  for 
^e  loss  of  rents.    I  answer,  none.    Wo  improve- 
ment can  be  made  at  salines,  except  by  sinking 
wells  or  boring  holes  some  hundred  feet  to  the 
«  strata  of  salt  or  streams  of  strong  winter  which  lie 
below,  neither  of  which  has  been  done  at  a  public 
saline.    No  improvement  can  be  made  at  a  mine, 
except  by  sinking  shafts,  opeifing  galleries,  provid- 
ing ventilators  and  hydraulic  engines,  and  con- 
structing permanent  furnaces ;  not  one  of  which 
things  has  been  done  at  a  public  mine,  or  ever 
will  be  done  by  a  tenant  or  lessee  for  years.    The 
spirit  of  tenantry  is  every  where  the  same;  it 
is  a  spirit  adverse  to  improvement,  always  lean- 
ing towards  the  injury  or  the  property  in  posses- 
sion, and  always  holding  back  from  the  pa^rment 
of  rent.    This  spirit  has  had  its  ibll  range  in  the 
mineral  lands  of  the  United  States,  where  no  im- 
provement has  been  made,  no  rent  paid,  and  great 
fnjury  done  in  the  destruction  of  timber,  and  in 
ravaging  the  ground  in  search  of  minerals.    Not 
only  no  improvement  has  been  made,  but  not  even 
a  mine  discovered  even  twenty  feet  below  the  sur- 
face of  the  ground.    Of  the  fifty  or  sixty  public 
mines  enumerated  in  the  report  from  the  War  De- 
partment, not  one  was  known  as  a  mine  at  this 
time.  They  were  nothing  but  superficial  diggings, 
exhausted  and  abandoned  in  a  few  weeks  or 
months  after  the  first  discovery.    The  veins  and 
ittasses  of  ore  which  approach  the  surface  have 
alone  been  touched.    Miners  call  this  <<  picking 
at  the  eyes  of  the  mine,"  while  the  body  of  it  lies 
at  the  distance  of  some  hundred,  or  some  thou- 
sand, feet  below.    In  fine,  the  fruit  of  this  whole 
system  has  been  injury  to  the  national  property, 
loss  to  the  national  treasury,  and  a  recourse  to  for- 
eign Powers  to  supply  us  with  the  articles  of  which 
God  in  bis  providence  has  given  to  us  more  than 
h/e  has  ffiven  to  them. 

Mr.  B.  applied  to  the  Senate  to  say  whether 
it  was  not  time  to  change  this  system.  His  own 
mind  was  made  up,  and  had  been  during  the 
^ven  years  that  he  had  lived  in  Missouri,  and 
t^itn^ssed  the  evils  which  be  had  faintly  sketched. 
He  was  against  the  leasing  system.  He  knew 
that  it  mignt  be  improved,  but,  with  all  the  im- 
^rbvements  that  could  be  ingrafted  upon  it,  he 
held  it  to  be  wrong  in  its  first  principles,  and 
fraught  with  evil  in  all  the  ramifications  of  its 
practice.  To  continue  it  will  be  to  perpetuate  the 
relation  of  landlord  and  tenant  throughout  the 
vast  extent  of  the  mineral  districts  of  the  Repub- 
lic ;  that  landlord  being  the  Federal  Government, 
and  holding  its  domains  and  body  of  tenantry 
within  the  limits  of  a  sovereign  State.  I  deny 
such  A  power  to  the  Federal  Government.  I 
take  my  stand  upon  the  words  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, upon  the  left  hand  of  the  venerable  Senator 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Taylor,)  and  deny  to  the 
Federal  Cfovernment  a  power  to  hold  lands  in 
any  State,  except  upon  grants  made,  in  cases  enu- 
Inerated,  and  for  purposes  specified,  in  the  Consti- 
tution. I  speak  of  permanent  ownership,  not  of 
the  transient  trustee-possession,  which  is  necessa- 
ry to  a  fair  distribution  of  the  property,  and  which 
Is  recognised  in  the  compacts  with  the  new  States 


by  an  agreement  not  to  tax  the  public  land  *'  b 
fore  it  is  sold,  and  for  five  years  thereafter.'' 
deny  to  the  Federal  Government  the  capacity  i 
hold  a  body  of  tenantry  within  the  limits  of  ac 
State.  The  monarchies  of  Europe  have  the 
serfs  and  vassals,  but  the  genius  of  the  Republi 
disclaims  the  tenure  and  the  spirit  of  vassala^< 
and  calls  for  freemen,  owners  of  the  soil,  tnastei 
of  their  own  castles,  and  free  from  the  influent 
of  a  foreign  sovereign. 

But  if  a  doubt  can  be  entertained  of  the  rig 

of  the  Federal  Government  to  hold  lands    ai 

tenants  in  the  bosoms  of  the  States,  none  can  e 

ist  as  to  the  evils  of  such  a  practice.     £ven 

confined   to  minerals  and  salines,  the   mischi 

must  be  great.    In  the  first  place,  large  districts 

country  must  be  locked  up  from  the  people,  feno 

in  with  prohibitory  laws,  and    protected    fro 

waste,  like  the  forest  lands  in  Europe.     The  s€ 

and  timber  on  the  reserved  tracts  must  be  plac< 

under  the  guardianship  of  penal  statutes  ;  Fed 

ral  officers  must  be  appointed  to  stand  over  tl 

miners,  and  watch  their  hands,  and  search  the 

pockets,  and  detect  all  attempts  to  carry  off  tl 

ores  before  "  the  lord  has  received   his   tithe 

Other  laws  must  be  made  to  compel  the  pay  me: 

of  rent ;  the  odious  remedy  by  **  distress?,"  mil 

be  introduced,  and  this  splendid  Federal  Goven 

ment,  created  by  our  fathers  for  great  nation 

purposes,  must  be  seen  descending  from  its  hii 

estate,  and  going  down  to  the  level  of  a  peS 

landlord,  impounding  the  cattle  of  bis  miserat 

tenant,  to  force  out  of  his  hands  the  arrearages 

his  rent.    But  what  is  the  efiect  to  the  States 

which  these  things  shall  be  done?    Populati< 

retarded,  the  improvement  of  the  country   ^ 

iayed.  large  bodies  of  land  held  free  of  taxatio 

and  tneir  elections  more  or  less  influenced  by  ti 

presence  of  men  holding  their  leases  at  the  will 

the  Federal  Government.    All  this  is  bad  enoug 

but  the  worst  is  vet  to  be  named.    The  found 

tion  of  the  whole  is  monopoly,  odious  in  it^cl 

and  aggravated  in  this  instance  from  the  natu 

of  the  articles  monopolized.    God  placed  lei 

and  salt  in  Missouri  for  the  use  of  the  people  wl 

go  there  to  live ;  he  gave  them  a  surplas  of  bo 

to  sell  to  their  neighbors ;  but,  by  the  mterventti 

of  a  foreign  Government,  the  people  are  deni 

the  benefit  of  the  use  and  the  profits  of  supply  ti 

their  neighbors. 

But  it  is  not  only  lead  and  salt  which  will  | 
monopolized  under  the  continuance  of  this  s)f 
tern,  out  a  great  variety  of  other  minerals  ai 
fossils,  and  large  tracts  of  farming  land  to  supp 
them  with  wood.  The  base  metals  have  an  affl 
ity  to  each  other,  and  are  generally  found  in  coj 
pany.  The  lead  districts  in  the  Mendip  Hi 
and  Derbyshire,  in  England,  abound  with  zii 
iron,  coal,  mineral  waters,  plumbago,  every  g 
of  which,  and  many  others,  are  found  in  the  m 
eral  districts  of  Missouri.*    All  these   must 


*  Geological  researches  have  discovered  in  m 
loari,  besides  the  articles  above  named,  cbalkf,  f 
and  white ;  ochres,  red,  white,  and  yellovfr ;  fallr 
earth ;  potter's  clay ;  a  plastic  white  elay,  trtow  whiti 
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lost  to  the  inbabiUDts,  if  the  leasing  sjrstein  is 
perpetuated.  And  what  is  the  adrantage  pro- 
posed to  the  Federal  Government  in  return  for  so 
maoy  evils  ?  Revenue !  yes,  money  for  the  Trea- 
mtj  is  the  objeet  proposed.  But  who  can  enter- 
tain a  serious  idea  of  drawing  any  thing,  worth  a 
Datioo'a  notice,  from  such  a  source?  We  have 
already^  had  fifteen  years'  experience,  and  shall 
we  wait  for  fifteen  more  ?  Shall  the  experience 
of  other  nations  be  4oBt  upon  us  ?  Of  all  the 
monejr-makine  projects  that  ever  entered  the  head 
of  a  nation,  that  of  mining  is  held  to  be  the  most 
chimerical.  So  saj^s  Adam  Smith.  He  even 
plaees  aational  mining  below  lotteries,  and  so  do 
I.  And  if  compelled  to  choose  between  them,  I 
woQld  certainly  direct  our  Minister  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  repair  to  Benjamin  O.  Tyler's  Grand  Na- 
tional Temple  of  Fortune  on  Pennsylvania  Ave- 
noe,  (especially  if  furnished  with  tickets  selected 
by  the  truly  fortunate  dreamer  of  Richmond,)  in 
preference  to  resting  bis  hopes  for  future  revenue 
on  a  second  "  Mississippi  Scheme"  among  the 
mines  of  Upper  Loaisiana. 

I  trust  that  enough  has  been  said  to  show  the 
bad  policy  of  leasing.  Shall  we  then  adopt  the 
alteroatire  proposed  by  the  bill,  and  deliver  up 
the  mines  and  salines  of  the  Republic  to  the  pur- 
sait  of  individual  industry,  to  the  activity  of  in- 
dividual enterprise,  to  the  care  of  individual  inter- 
est, guided  and  sustained  by  the  skill  and  capital 
of  those  who  may  choose  to  hold  them  ?  I  main- 
tain it  to  be  our  true  policy  to  do  so,  and  that  the 
GoTernmeDt  will  find  its  indemnity  in  the  price 
which  will  be  paid  for  them,  and  in  the  increased 
wealth  of  its  citizens,  which  is.  in  fact,  the  wealth 
of  (he  Goverament  itself.  Besides,  without  a  free- 
bold  in  the  soil,  the  experience  of  all  countries 
prores  that  the  riches  of  the  mineral  kingdom  can 
oerer  be  discovered  or  brooffht  into  action.  A 
lessee  for  years  cannot  incur  tae  expenses  of  sink- 
ing shafts,  connecting  them  by  galleries,  opening 
ventilators,  constructing  hydrauuc  machines,  and 
bnildiog  permanent  furnaces.  And,  without  these 
labors^  the  mineral  riches  which  lay  some  liundred 
feet  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  can  never  be  dis- 
covered. All  this  is  BOW  proved  on  the  mineral 
laods  of  the  United  States  in  Missouri,  Fifty  or 
sixty  mines  have  been  opened,  exhausted,  and 
abandoned.  Yes,  in  the  s^ce  of  a  few  months, 
a  mine  is  exhausted,  while  in  England,  mines  are 
Mw  worked  which  were  opened  two  thousand 
years  apo.  The  reason  is  obvious.  The  English 
BQiaer,  having  the  freehold  of  the  soil,  husbands 
ud  improves  his  property*,  and  follows  the  vein 
downwards,  even  to  the  distance  of  two  thousand 
^t.  The  American  lessee  can  only  take  what 
he  finds  near  the  surface  of  the  ground.  He  can- 
not pierce  the  rock,  in  pursuit  of  the  descending 
veins  which  lead  to  the  great  beds  of  ore  below. 
He  can  only  *^pick  cud  the  eye9  of  the  mine^^^  with- 
out touching  its  body ;  nor  is  it  possible  to  tell 

platter  of  Paris ;  flint ;  manganese  ;  granular  qoartz ; 
ralphor ;  saltpetre ;  ssveral  varieties  of  marble,  in- 
dnding  porphyry  and  alabaster ;  precious  atones,  cor- 
nelian and  jasper;  antimony;  alum. 


where  nature  has  deposited  her  hidden  treasures, 
except  by  opening  the  earth  to  the  places  where 
they  lie.  Neither  the  eye  of  Science,  nor  the  con- 
juror's rod,  can  detect  a  mine  at  any  ffiven  dis- 
tance below  the  surface  of  the  earth.  All  over  the 
world  mineral  wealth  has  been  discovered  either 
by  accident,  or  by  the  persevering  labor  of  the 
owner  of  the  soil.  It  is  needless  to  multiply  ex- 
amples to  prove  the  assertion.  Every  Senator's  '* 
reading  will  furnish  him  with  a  multitude.  Two 
only  will  I  mention — the  discoveries  of  the  great 
copper  mine  in  Anglesea  and  the  salt  mine  in 
Cheshire.  The  former,  though  the  richest  in  the 
world,  and  furnishing,  at  this  day,  more  copper 
than  all  the  mines  of  Europe  put  together,  and 
seated  in  the  bosom  of  a  country  settled  for  sev- 
eral thousand  y^ears,  was  only  discovered  about 
fifly  years  a^o ;  the  latter  only  discovered  at  the 
be|[inning  ot  the  last  century,  though  known  as  a 
saline  to  the  Roman  soldiers  when  Britain  was  a 
province  of  the  Roman  empire.  This  vas^  salt 
mine  is  only  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  below 
the  surface  of  the  earth,  and  then  commences  in 
strata  sixty  feet  thick,  and  yet  was  never  discov- 
ered till  the  earth  was  penetrated  by  the  owner  of 
the  soil.  If  situated  in  the  United  States  on  pub- 
lic lands,  it  would  never  be  found  at  all,  for  the 
lessee  for  years  could  do  nothing  but  boil  the 
water  which  flowed  from  the  saline,  or  was  dip- 
ped out  of  a  well  a  few  feet  deep.  He  could  not 
have  gone  even  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  deep 
into  the  earth.  Biit  change  the  tenure,  create  a 
fee  simple  in  the  soil,  and  what  may  not  be  found 
in  a  country  like  Missouri,  where  a  thousand  salines 
present  themselves — where  a  thousand  springs  and  ' 
brandies, and  even  a  river,  (lamifUj)  turning  mills, 
are  impregnated  with  salt,  indicatmff  such  mines 
and  fountains  of  salt  below,  as  neither  England, 
nor  any  other  country  upon  earth,  can  be  suppos- 
ed to  contain.  The  same  may  be  supposed  ofthe 
lead  districts,  and  mav  not  tin  and  copper  also  be 
found  in  the  mineral  aistriets  of  Missomri  ?  The 
theory  of  mineralogy  authorizes  the  belief;  for 
these,  too,  belong  to  the  family  of  base  metals,  and 
are  often  found  in  company  of  lead. 

The  example  of  England  presents  itself  to  us. 
In  the  early  ages  her  base  metals  were  considered 
as  too  precious  for  the  people,  and  were  reserved 
as  Crown  property,  ner  mines  were  leased  out ; 
and  the  great  tin  mines  of  Cornwall  brought  the 
imposing  sum  of  one  hundred  marks  per  annum, 
and  the  rest  in  proportion.  In  the  reign  of  Philip 
and  Mary  this  policy  was  changed.  The  mineral 
kingdom,  b^  an  act  of  Parliament,  ceased  to  be 
a  monopoly  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown.  It  was 
delivernl  up  to  the  skill,  and  capital,  and  indiistry 
of  individuals,  and  the  result  has  been,  that  the  iron, 
lead,  copper,  tin,  coal,  and  salt,  of  Enfl^and,  have 
carried  the  wealth  and  power  of  the  British  em- 
pire to  a  height  to  which  the  mines  of  Peru  and 
Mexico  could  never  have  exalted  her.  And  let 
us  follow  her  example,  not  the  example  of  her 
dark  ages,  but  of  that  enlightened  period  which  ' 
has  made,  of  a  small  island  in  the  sea,  one  of  the 
richest  and  most  powerful  empires  upou  the  face 
of  the  globe. 
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When  Mr.  B.  had  concloded— 

Messrs.  Dickebbom,  Lowbie,  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, Babtoh,  Vah  Bubeh,  Tatlob,  of  Virginia, 
HoLHEB,  of  Maine,  Bbown,  of  Ohio,  Kino,  of 
New  York,  and  Johnbon,  of  Kentocky,  followed 
Mr.  Bbhtom,  with  their  respecttre  riews  of  the 
expediency  or  inexpediency  of  this  measure,  and 
continoed  the  debate  until  past  three  o'clock.  In 
the  end  the  bill  was,  at  the  request  of  a  member, 
laid  orer  to  Monday. 


Monday,  February  17. 

Mr.  LowBiE,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Lewis  A. 
Petray  and  Just  Viel,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  resolution  that  the  committee  be  discbarsed 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject.  The 
report  and  resolution  were  read,  and,  on  his  mo- 
tion, they,  together  with  accompanying  docu- 
menU,  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Seoate. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  petition 
of  John  S.  Stiles,  executor  of  Georse  Stiles,  de- 
ceased, late  of  Baltimore,  praying  a  &ir  construc- 
tion ot  the  law,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
sundry  merchants  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,"  ap- 
proved the  26th  April,  1822.  The  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr.  Smith  also  presented  the  petition  of  Fran- 
cis V.  Riviere,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  attorney 
of  Benjamin  Desobry,  ot  the  said  citv,  merchant, 
praying  to  be  allowed  and  paid  the  drawback  of 
duties  on  a  quantity  of  cofiee  ex|>orted  to  Ham- 
burg, in  January,  1822,  which  he  is  unable  to  ob- 
tain, in  consequence  of  failing  to  execute  the  bond, 
required  by  law,  in  due  time,  which  he  was  pre- 
vented from  doine  by  sickness.  The  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  RuGGLES.  from  the  Committee  of  Claiins, 
to  which  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Edward  Evat.  The  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Lanman,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  which  the  subject  was  re- 
ferred, reported  a  bill  to  divorce  John  Wheel- 
wright, and  Caroline  Eliza  Wheelwright,  his 
wife.  The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Babton,  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Prospect  K.  Robbins,  and  also  the  petition  of 
Daniel  M.  Boon,  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof,  respectively. 

The  Pbesiden T  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  made  in  pursuance  of  an  act 
concerning  arsenals  and  armories,  passed  2d  of 
April,  1794,  containing  a  statement  of  the  expen- 
ditures at  the  national  armories,  and  of  the  arms 
made  and  repaired  therein  during  the  year  1822 ; 
and  the  report  was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Tai^bot,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of 'Claims  on  the  petition  of  James  Morri- 
son, of  Kentucky ;  and,  on  his  motion,  the  further 


consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  which  was  refetred  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  extend  the  time  allowed  for  the  I^ 
demption  of  lands  sold  for  direct  taxes,  in  eertaio 
cases,'^  reported  the  same  without  amendment 

Mr.  Vam  Bobbk«  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  '  An  act  further  to  re|iilate 
the  entry  of  mcrchandiae  imported  into  the  Lniied 
States  from  any  adjacent  territory,'*'  toother 
with  the  amendmenU  proposed  thereto,  reported 
the  same,  with  a  further  amendment ;  which  was 
read. 

On  motion,  the  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  of  the  14th  insunt,  commuoh 
eating  information  in  relation  to  the  Indian  title 
to  lands  within  the  Sute  of  Georgia,  was  ordered 
to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  S^ale. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  sopplemenury 
to  the  several  acU  for  the  adjustment  of  land 
claims,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana ;  and,  no  amcod- 
ment  having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time. 

Mr.  JoBMSON,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  m^ 
morial  of  Elias  Earle  and  Banister  Stone,  pray> 
ing  that  further  proceedings  may  be  suspended, 
on  a  suit  instituted  against  them,  for  an  alleged 
balance  due  the  United  Sutes.  The  memorial 
was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

A  messase  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Lee,  one 
of  the  sureties  of  John  Ricaud,  late  paymaster  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States ;"  and,  also,  a  bill, 
entitled  ^'An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the 
district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district 
of  Vermont ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  said  two  bills  were  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  biU  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  ^*An  act  {(x 
ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land  in  the  teni- 
tory  of  Florida,"  approved  the  18th  of  May,  1822, 
was  read  a  third  time;  and,  on  motion,  recommit- 
ed  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  gave  notice  that, 
to-morrow,  he  should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  district  court  of 
the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Kentucky. 

The  Presidbnt  communicated  a  represenution 
of  Josei>h  M.  Hernandez,  delegate  from  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Florida,  stating  the  reasons  which  render 
it  expedient  to  pass,  during  the  present  session, 
'^An  act  amending,  and  supplementary  to,  the  act 
for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fieri- 
da,  and  for  the  survey  and  disposal  of  the  public 
lands  in  the  Territory  of  Florida."  The  repre- 
sentation was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  the 
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Lower  Rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Brie,  to  the 
western  boondary  of  the  Connecticut  Western 
Reserre,  io  the  State  of  Ohio,  agreeable  to  the  pro- 
rJsioDs  of  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown ;"  and,  on 
motioD,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to- 
morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  make  perpetual  an  act,  passed  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1817,  entitled  *An  act  to  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  ^An  act  further  to  provide  for  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,'  passed 
3d  day  of  March,  1815,  and  for  other  purposes ;" 
and,  on  motion  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  confirm  certain  claims  to  lots  in  the  village 
of  Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Illinois ;  and,  on  motion, 
the  furthev  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
vintil  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  io  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  certain  acts  for 
the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,"  together  with  the  amendment  reported 
thereto  hy  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands ;  and, 
the  amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House,  amende  accordingly ;  and, 
the  same  being  concurred  in,  the  amendment  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third 
time,  as  amended. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  supplementary  to,  and  to  amend, 
the  act  of  1799,  to  regulate  the  collection  of  du- 
ties on  imports  and  tonnage,  together  with  the 
amendments  recommended  by  the  select  commit- 
tee. These  amendments  were  explained  by  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  were  agreed  to,  and  the 
hill  then,  having  been  gone  through,  was  ordered 
U)  be  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  SoDTBARD  i^esented  the  memorial  of  a 
number  of  the  citizens  of  Washington  City,  pray- 
ing certain  amendments  to  the  charter  of  said 
city;  which  petition  was  read,  and  referred. 

RELIEF  OP  JOSEPH  FORREST. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
hill  for  the  relief  of  Josejjh  Forrest.  (This  bill 
authorizes  the  Secretary  ot  the  Treasury  to  pay  to 
Joseph  Forrest  the  sum  of  four  thousand  dollars, 
betng  the  value  of  a  ressel  lost  by  the  said  Forrest, 
while  eanying  a  donation  of  provisions  from  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  to  the  distressed  in* 
bbitants  of  Caraccas,  in  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
ired  and  twcdve,  at  the  time  they  su&red  by  the 
?reat  earthquake.] 

A  debate  arose  on  the  merits  of  this  claim,  which 
MCQpied  the  Senate  an  hour  or  two.  The  claim 
vas  supported  zealously  by  Messrs.  Ruggleb  and 
Llotd,  of  Maryland,  and  was  as  decidedly  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  and 
Uamman  ;  after  which,  the  question  being  put  on 
>rdering  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time,  it  was 
decided  in  the  nesative,  19  to  17. 

The  bill  was  of  course  rejected. 


NORTHWEST  COAST  OF  AMERICA. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  14th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States  on  the  Northwest 
Coast  of  America,  and  the  same  having  been 
amended  by  substituting  the  Committee  on  ^  For^ 
eign  ReUUionSy^^  was  agreed  to,  as  amended. 

The  remarks  of  Mr.  Benton  were  as  follows : 

Mr.  Benton,  (mover  of  the  resolution,)  said  it 
was  due  to  the  Senate  to  state  the  reason  which 
had  induced  him  to  offer  it.  This  was,  to  prevent 
the  country  in  question  from  falling  into  the  hands 
of  another' Power.  He  knew  that  the  public  mind 
was  tranquil  upon  this  point ;  but  he  believed  that 
this  tranquillity  arose,  not  from  an  indifference  to 
the  loss  of  the  Columbia  river,  and  the  great  coun* 
try  drained  by  its  waters,  but  from  a  belief  that 
our  title  to  it  was  undisputed,  and  the  possession 
open  to  our  citizens  whenever  the  Government 
would  permit  them  to  enter  upon  it.  The  con- 
trary of  all  this,  Mr.  B.  held  to  be  the  fact,  and 
he  would  undertake  to  show  to  the  Senate — 

First.  That  our  claim  of  sovemgnty  is  disputed 
by  England. 

Second.  That  England  is  now  the  party  in 
posiesHon, 

Third.  That  she  renUs  the  possession  of  the 
United  States. 

Fourth.  That  the  party  in  possession  in  1828, 
will  have  the  right  of  possession,  under  the  law  of 
nations,  until  the  question  of  scvereigrUy  sh&W  be 
decided  by  war  or  negotiation. 

In  supporting  these  positions,  Mr.  B.  said,  that 
he  would  rely,  for  his  proofs,  upon  two  sources 
only ;  first,  the  document  communicated  to  Con- 
gress by  the  President,  on  the  17th  April,  1822 ; 
second,  the  London  treaty  of  October  20th,  1818. 
The  document  would  be  found  in  vol.  8,  of  the 
State  Papers,  No.  112,  and  the  treaty  in  vol.  6,  of 
the  Laws  of  the  United  States,  page  607. 

1.  That  the  sorereignty  of  the  Columbia  river 
is  claimed  by  England.  Mr.  B.  premised,  as 
matter  of  historical  notoriety,  that  an  American 
settlement,  Astoria,  existed  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia,  at  the  commencement  of  the  late  war ; 
that  it  was  captured  by  a  British  sloop-of-war,  in 
1813,  converted  into  a  military  post,  and  called 
Fort  George;  and  that,  by  the  first  article  of  the 
Ghent  treaty,  a  mutual  restitution  was  stipulated, 
of  all  places  taken  from  either  party  by  the  other, 
in  the  progress  of  the  war. 

In  virtue  of  this  stipulation,  the  American  Gov- 
ernment, in  the  year  1815,  determined  to  ^^reoe- 
cupp*^  the  post  on  the  Columbia  river,  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  Mr.  Monroe,  on  the  15th  of  July, 
of  that  year,  communicated  that  intention  to  the 
British  Charge  d'Affaires  at  Washington,  and 
^^  requested  a  letter "  from  him,  to  facilitate  the 
restitution.  Mr.  Baker  refused  the  letter,  and  as- 
signed for  his  reason,  that  he  had  no  instructions 
upon  the  subject,  from  the  British  Government. 
He  set  up  no  title,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
and  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  appre- 
hending no  opposition, despatched  the  sloop-ot~war 
Ontario  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia,  to  reoccupy 
the  post.    Two  years  afterwards,  a  Minister  Plen- 
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ipotentiary,  Mr.  Bagot,  arrives  from  fingland, 
calls  personally  on  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr. 
Adams,  inquires  into  the  destination  of  the  On- 
tario, and  being  informed  that  one  object  of  her 
Toya^e  was  "  to  establish  a  settlement  on  the  Co* 
lumbia  river,"  be  complains  of  this  intention  as 
injurious  to  the  ^^ rights  and  interests"  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty,  am),  on  the  27th  of  November, 
two  days  after  his  personal  interview,  he  addressed 
an  official  note  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  ^*  re- 
questing an  explanation  "  of  tne  views  of  the 
American  Grovernment  with  respect  to  the  settle- 
ment, denying  that  the  restitution  of  Afitoria  could 
be  claimed  under  the  Ghent  treaty,  and  declaring 
that  ''the  territory  in  question  had  early  been 
taken  possession  of  in  His  Majesty's  name,  and 
had  since  been  considered  as  forming  parr  of  His 
Majesty's  dominions." 

What  answer  was  given  by  the  American  Gov- 
ernment, to  this  high-toned  communication,  is  to 
me  unknown,  said  Mr.  B.  I  draw  my  informa- 
tion from  the  papers  communicated  in  the  docu- 
ment No.  112,  and  no  answer  is  there  to  be  found. 
Certain  it  is  that  the  Ontario  returned  from  the 
Pacific  ocean  without  getting  possession  of  the  post 
on  the  Columbia. 

The  next  paper  upon  this  subject  is  from  the 
same  side  of  the  question,  to  the  same  efiect,  and 
of  still  higher  authority,  coming  from  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh  himself,  and  given  in  person  to  Mr.  Rush, 
the  American  Minister  in  London.  Mr.  Rush 
communicates  it  to  Mr.  Adams  on  the  14th  of 
February,  1818.  He  states  that  "  His  Lordship 
mentioned  the  affair  of  the  establishment  at  the 
Columbia  river ; "  ex[)ressed  his  "regret"  at  the 
steps  taken  by  the  United  States,  to  repossess  it- 
aelf  of  the  territory  in  question,  "Great  Britain 
having  a  claim  of  dominion  over  it;"  and  that 
Mr.  Bagot  had  sent  in  "a  remonstrance"  upon 
the  occasion,  to  which  no  answer  had  been  made 
at  the  last  dates.  For  settling  the  question  of  title 
between  the  two  Powers.  Lord  Castlereagh  pro- 
posed that  a  reference  should  be  made  of  it  to  the 
arbitration  of  some  friendly  sovereign,  and  ad- 
mitted that  the  United  States  was  entitled  to  res^ 
titution  of  possession  und^  the  first  article  of  the 
Ghent  treaty. 

This  despatch  from  Mr.  Rush  draws  out  the 
American  Secretary.  On  the  20th  of  May  fol- 
lowing, Mr.  Adams  writes  to  Mr.  Rush,  instruct* 
ing  him  to  decline  the  proposed  arbitration,  and 
to  express  to  Lord  Castlereagh  the  unwillingness 
of  the  United  States  to  include  this  subject  among 
the  objects  of  "serious  discussion,"  because  of 
"  the  minuteness  of  the  present  interests  "  of  either 
party  involved  in  it. 

This,  said  Mr.  B.  is  the  end  of  the  published 
correspondence  on  this  point.  The  next  place  in 
which  the  British  claim  shows  itself,  is  in  the 
London  treaty  of  October,  1818. 

The  first  article  of  that  treaty  secures  to  Amer- 
ican fishermen  the  liberty  of  curing  fish  on  the 
unsettled  coasts  of  Newfoundland  and  Labrador. 
The  second  determines  a  portion  of  the  boun- 
dary between  the  United  States  and  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  dominions  in  America,  to  wit:  from  the 


Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  summit  of  the  Rock! 
Mountains,  and  fixes  it  upon  the  parallel  of  th 
49th  degree  of  north  latitude.  I 

The  third  applies  to  the  country  drained  by  ttj 
Columbia  river,  and  is  in  these  words : 

**  It  is  agreed  that  any  country  which  may  be  claim 
by  either,  party,  on  the  Northwest  coast  of  Amerid 
westward  of  the  Stoney  Mountains,  shall,  togeth< 
with  its  harbors,  bays,  and  creeks,  and  the  naTigatid 
ef  all  rivera  within  the  same,  be  free  and  open  for  tj 
term  of  ten  years  from  the  date  of  the  signature  of  tl 
present  convention,  to  the  veaaela,  cittsens,  and  sJ 
jects,  of  the  two  Powers;  it  being  well  onderstoj 
that  this  agreement  is  not  to  be  eoastroed  to  the  pi 
jodice  of  any  daim  which  either  of  the  two  high 
tracting  parties  may  have  to  any  part  of  the  said  cooo 
nor  shall  it  be  taken  to  affect  the  claims  of  any  oi 
Power  or  State  to  any  part  of  the  aaid  country ; 
only  object  of  the  high  contracting  parties,  in  tl 
reapect,  being  to  prevent  diapntes  and^difierenc 
amongst  themselves." 

Mr.  B.  said  that  this  was  the  last,  and  the  hig 
est,  piece  of  evidence  which  he  intended  to  so 
mit  in  support  of  his  assertion  that  Great  Brita 
now  claimed  the  sovereignty  oi  the  Columb 
river.  He  had  traced  that  claim  from  its  fii 
appearance  above  the  horizon  of  diplomatic  dj 
cussion  to  its  safe  lodgment  in  the  bosom  ot 
treaty;  and  sorely  no  elnim  had  ever  pown 
with  such  surprismg  rapidity.  When  Louisis 
was  purchased  from  Spain,  in  1803,  it  w^  x 
heard  of;  when  Lewis  and  Clarke  took  possess 
of  the  country,  in  1806,  it  was  not  heard  of;  wh 
Astoria  was  founded,  in  1810,  it  was  still  unhea 
of:  at  Ghent,  in  1814,  no  one  mentioned  it; 
1815,  the  British  Charge  d'Affaires  at  Washiz 
ton  Citv,  knows  nothing  about  it.  It  is  only 
Novemoer,  1817,  that  a  British  Minister  fi 
avows  it ;  in  May,  1818,  that  an  American  Si 
retary  considers  it  too  "minute"  to  be  clas5 
amoDg  objects  of  "serious  discussion;"  and 
Octol^r  oi  the  same  year  that  it  obtains  foot-h(^ 
in  a  solemn  treaty,  there  to  remain,  the  fruit 
source  of  future  negotiation,  and  perhap  of  wa 

Mr.  B.  proceed^  to  his  second  point:  TJ 
England  now  has  the  possession  of  the  country 
question. 

He  apprehended  that  a  transaction,  in  wh^ 
Mr.  Prevost  acted  as  the  agent  of  the  Uni 
States,  had  misled  the  public  mind  on  thb  subjc 
The  facts  are,  that  a  British  ship  of  war  called 
Lima,  in  the  Fall  of  1818,  took  up  Mr.  Prevc 
carried  him  to  Astoria  (Fort  George)  on  the 
day  of  October,  and  brought  htm  away  on 
6th.    While  there,  Mr.  Prevost,  under  the 
thorlty  of  the  American  Government,  signe^ 
receipt  for  the  delivery  of  Fort  George,  and 
cepted  a  remonstrance  from  the  British  agai| 
the  delivery  "  until  the  final  decision  of  the  rii 
of  sovereignty  to  the  country  between  the  t^ 
Governments."    The  possession  of  the  fort  v 
not  changed,  nor  intended  to  be  changed,  by  a 
thinff  that  Mr.  Prevost  did.    He  could  not  n 
the  fort  himself,  and  had  not  a  single  soldier 
sailor  to  do  it  for  him.    The  ceremony  of  low 
ing  the  British  flag,  and  hoisting  the  Americ 
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was  a  piece  of  form,  arranged  beforehand,  for  tbe 
purpose  of  saUsfi^rioff  the  words  of  the  Qheot 
Treaty  by  a  nominal  restitution,  while  the  post 
itself  remained  with  the  English  ia  the  same 
manoer  as  if  Mr.  Prevost  had  never  made  his  visit. 
No  attempt  has  since  been  made  by  the  American 
Government  to  realize  the  possession,  and  Fort 
George  remains  to  this  day  in  the  hands  of  the 
BritisD. 

Tbe  third  point:  That  England  resists  the  pos- 
session of  the  United  State*. 

This  has  been  already  proved,  in  showing  that 
the  British  Minister,  Mr.  Ba^ot,  in  1817,  '^  remon- 
strateti"  against  the  occapation  of  the  country  by 
the  sloop  of  war  Ontario,  and  in  the  notorious 
fact  that  the  Ontario  did  not  succeed  in  the  object 
of  her  voyage.  In  1818,  it  is  shown  by  Mr.  Pre- 
Tost,  that  it  was  still  the  intention  of  the  Ameri- 
can Government  to  settle  tbe  country,  which  we 
all  know  has  not  been  done.  His  words  are  these : 
"  The  principal  object  of  the  President,  in  sending 
'  me  thus  far,  was  to  obtain  such  information  of  the 
'  place,  its  access,  and  its  commercial  imporuinee, 

*  as  might  enable  him  to  submit  to  the  considera- 
^  tion  of  Conzress,  measures  for  the  protection  and 

*  extension  of  the  establishment"  The  report  of 
Mr.  Prerost  was  most  favorable  on  all  these 
poiots,  but  no  plan,  for  the  purpose  mentioned  by 
him,  ha5  been  submitted  to  Congress  by  the  Ex- 
ecQtire ;  and,  since  that  period,  the  pceaent  British 
Minister  in  Washington,  Mr.  Canninc,  in  two 
several  interviews  with  the  Secretary  of  Siate,  in 
reference  to  the  bill  depending  in  tbe  House  of 
Representatives,  for  the  occupation  of  the  Colam- 
bia  river,  "susgested  that  Great  Britain  had  claims 

*  on  the  Northwest  coast  of  America,  with  which 
'  he  conceived  that  such  occupation,  on  the  part  of 
'  the  United  States,  would  conflict;  and  requested 
'  to  be  inforoMd  what  were  the  intentions  of  the 
'Government  of  the  United  States  in  this  re- 
'  specL" 

This,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  resistance,  anA  resistance 
ID  the  most  imposing  form.  It  is  direct  from  the 
Minister  of  England  to  the  American  Secretary 
of  State.  It  is  face  to  face;  not  once  only,  but 
on  two  distinct  and  separate  occasions.  It  goes  tbe 
whole  length  of  unqualified  opposition ;  renewing 
the  ^ claim"  of  Great  Britain,  warning  the  Repuln 
Hcof  a  ''conflict,"  and  calling  upon  the  Executive 
to  declare  its  "intentions."  what  further  the 
Minister  would  have  said  or  done,  if  the  Execu- 
tive bad  avowed  a  disposition  to  occupy  the  Co- 
lombia, cannot  be  knofvn,  as  no  such  avowal  was 
loade;  but  enough  is  known  to  prove  that  the 
Minister  of  England  has  virtually  attempted  to 
arrest  the  progress  of  a  legislative  act  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States — an  attempt  which,  if 
I  am  not  greatly  mistaken  in  the  temper  of  the 
American  people,  will  accelerate  the  measure  it 
was  intended  to  impede. 

The  fourth  point :  That  the  party  in  posses- 
sion, in  the  year  1828,  will  have  the  riffU  of  pos- 
session until  the  question  of  title  is  decided  by  war 
or  negotiation. 

This  consequence,  said  Mr.  B.,  results  from  the 
terms  of  the  third  article  of  the  Treaty  of  London. 


That  article  has  been  read.  The  reading  of  it 
will  have  dissipated  two  errors  which  had  obtained 
a  wide  spread  in  the  public  mind — first,  that  the 
English  recognised  the  forty-ninth  degree  of  lati- 
tude as  the  boundary  between  tbe  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods 
to  the  Pacific  ocean ;  and,  second,  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  granted  to  her  the  use  of  the  Columbia 
river,  and  the  trade  of  its  inhabitants,  for  the  period 
of  ten  years.  The  facts  are,  that  the  bounoary  is 
onlv  fixed  to  the  summit  of  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
anci  the  sovereignty  of  each  is  considered  as  equal 
to  all  the  country  beyond.  Neither  surrenders  any 
part  of  its  own  claim ;  tbe  treatv  is  not  to  be  con- 
strued to  the  disadvanta^  of  the  title  of  either; 
by  consequence,  neither  is  considered  as  having 
accepted  a  privilege  from  the  other;  but  each  re- 
tains possession,  by  virtue  of  his  own  claim  to 
sovereignty,  and  each  agrees  to  tolerate  the  pos- 
session of  the  other  for  ten  years.  It  results,  of 
course,  from  this  stipulation,  that  the  partv  in  pos- 
session, at  the  end  of  the  ten  years,  will  iiave  the 
right  of  possession  till  the  question  of  title  shall 
be  decided.  It  reqiiires  no  Vattd  to  tell  us  this. 
The  principle  is  the  same,  in  national  and  in  mu- 
nicipal law.  When  the  title  is  disputed,  the  party 
in  possession  of  the  disputed  property  has  the  right 
to  keep  it  till  the  question  of  title  is  decided  b>[  a 
court  of  justice,  when  the  dispute  is  between  in- 
dividuals ;  and  by  arms  or  negotiation,  if  between 
nations.  In  the  case  before  tne  Senate,  the  Uni- 
ted States  have  a  right  of  possession  under  the 
Ghent  treaty,  and  a  right  of  entry  under  the  treaty 
of  1818 ;  but  the  latter  is  already  half  run  out,  and 
the  former  must  be  considerea  as  abandoned,  if 
not  renewed  and  efiecttially  asserted. 

Mr.  B.  made  further  remarks  upon  the  third 
article  of  the  London  treaty.  He  had  heard  it 
said  that  an  able  diplomatist  never  signed  a  treaty 
without  having  first  deposited  in  it  the  seed  of  a 
new  contestation.  If  so,  the  negotiators  of  this 
article  have  shown  themselves  eminently  able. 
They  have  not  only  sowed  the  seed  of  a  new  con- 
test with  England,  but  with  all  the  Powers  who 
may  choose  to  contend  with  us  for  the  Northwest 
coast  of  America.  They  have  inserted  a  aaring 
clause  in  behalf  of  all  other  '^  claims"  of  all  other 
"  States  and  Powers"  to  the  same  district  of  coun- 
try. When  1  saw  this  gratoitous  and  extraor- 
dinary reservation,  I  could  not  avoid  casting  my 
eyes  to  the  foot  of  the  treaty,  and  searching  among 
the  signatures  for  the  names  of  Nesselrode  and 
Capo  D'Istria ;  not  seeing  their  names  there,  I 
nevertheless  believe  that  I  see  the  finger  of  Rus- 
sia in  the  treaty  itself;  and  in  a  reservation  so 
vague  and  so  foreign  to  the  interest  of  the  Repub- 
lic, every  one  may  aee  the  policy  of  England,  se- 
curing to  herself  the  means  of  strengthening  her 
own  pretensions  by  joining  to  them  the  '^claims" 
of  all  other  "Powers  and  States." 

Mr.  B.  found  other  provisions,  to  him  unac- 
countable, in  this  treaty.  The  '*  fishing  privilege" 
is  yielded  to  um,  without  an  equivalent,  which,  at 
Ghent,  could  not  be  obtained,  except  to  balance 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi;  and  he  found 
the  sovereignty  of  the  Columbia  a  concession  not 
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even  asked  for  at  Ghent,  more  than  half  surren- 
dered to  Great  Britain  and  her  associate  preten- 
ders, and  this,  too,  without  the  shadow  of  an 
equivalent  to  the  United  States;  unless,  indeed, 
by  a  $ub  siUntio  agreement,  the  sovereignty  of  the 
Columbia  was  substituted  for  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi,  as  the  price  of  the  important  priv- 
ilege of  taking  and  curing  fish  on  the  desert  shores 
of  Labrador  and  Newfoundland. 

Mr.  B.  would  not  pursue  this  subject  any  fur- 
ther. He  flattered  himself  that  he  had  made 
good  all  the  points  which  he  had  taken  before  the 
Senate,  and  that  it  was  now  apparent  that  the 
Republic,  partly  through  its  own  remissness,  partly 
from  the  concessions  of  our  Ministers  in  London, 
but  chiefly  from  the  bold  pretensions  of  England, 
is  in  imminent  danger  of  losing  all  its  territory 
beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains.  The  evils  of  such 
a  loss  to  us,  and  the  advantage  of  such  an  acqui- 
sition to  her,  are  too  obvious  to  be  here  insisted 
upon.  Every  one  can  see  that  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia,  in  the  hands  of  England,  would  be 
immediately  converted  intoa«grand  naval  station, 
for  the  protection  of  her  trade  and  navigation  in 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  for  the  destruction  of  the 
commerce  of  all  other  Powers.  Not  an  American 
ship  will  be  able  to  show  itself  beyond  Cape  Horn, 
but  with  the  permission  of  the  English. 

The  direct  intercourse  between  Asia  and  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi  would  be  intercepted. 
The  fur  trade  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  would  fall 
into  the  hands  of  British  subjects,  and  with  it  the 
entire  command  of  all  the  Indians  of  the  West 
and  North,  to  be  turned  loose  upon  the  frontiers  of 
Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and  Illinois  and  Michi- 
gan, upon  the  first  renewal  of  hostilities  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and  the  King  of 
Great  Britain. 


Tuesday,  February  18. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  hold- 
ing the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
district  of  Kentucky ;  and  the  bill  was  twice  read 
by  unanimoDs  consent 

Mr.  RoGOLES,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  for 
the  relief  of  James  Morrison,  of  Kentucky,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama, 
pfrayin^that  thesale  of  public  lands  within  the  coun- 
ties of  Jackson  and  Decatur  may  be  deferred,  and 
that  certain  settlers  may  be  entitled  to  the  right  of 

£re-emption ;  and,  also,  the  memorial  of  the  said 
legislature,  praying  further  relief  to  the  purchas- 
ers of  public  lands  in  that  State,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof,  respectively. 
Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Eiihu 
Hall  Bay,  for  himself  and  on  behalf  of  Theodore 
Gaillard  and  Charles  Roberts,  of  the  State  of 
Sooth  Carolina,  made  a  report,  which  was  read. 
The  Pbesident  communicated  the  credentials 


of  Mahlon  Dickerson,  appointed  a  Senator  bt 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  JHew  Jersey,  for  the 
term  oi  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  day 
of  March  next,  which  were  read,  and  laid  on  file. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referml  the  me- 
morial of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Illinois, 
praying  relief  may  be  extended  to  those  purchas- 
ers of  public  lands  who  had  paid  for  the  same  prior 
to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  Congress  for  the  relief 
of  the  purchasers  of  public  lands,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the 
S'tition  of  Anne  Dubord,  wife  of  Joseph  Antonio 
e  Reano,  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  made  a 
report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution  that  the  peti- 
tioner hare  leave  to  withdraw  her  petition. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  the  subject  was  referred,  by  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate,  reported  a  bill  extending 
the  time  for  locating  Virginia  military  land  war- 
rants, and  returning  surreys  thereon  to  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office.  The  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  recommitted  the  bill  to  amend  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles 
to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,"  approred  the 
8th  of  May,  1822,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Erat  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  dirorce  John  Wheelwright  and  Car- 
oline Eliza  Wheelwright,  his  wife,  was  read  t&e 
second  time. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  times  of 
holding  the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  district  of  Vermont,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

The  bilrentitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry 
Lee,  one  of  the  sureties  of  John  Ricaud,  late  pay- 
master in  the  serrice  of  the  United  States,'*  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Clairas. 

The  bill  snpplementarv  to  the  several  acts  for 
the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  Stare  of  Lou- 
isiana, was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  fof  the  relief  of  John  Buhler  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
supplementary  to,  and  to  amend,  an  act,  entitled 
'An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  ini> 
ports  and  tonnage,'  passed  2d  March,  1799,  and  to 
repeal  an  act  supplementary  thereto,  passed  20tb 
April,  1818,  and  for  other  purposes,**  having  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to 
revive  and  continue  in  force  certain  acts  for  the 
adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,"  having  been  reported  by  the  comixiit* 
tee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third 
time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  it  was 
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Retobed,  That  the  Senate  will,  to-morrow,  at  12 
o'clock,  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  President  pro  tem- 
pore. 

[Tboa^h  Qothioff  was  said  hy  Mr.  Van  Burbn 
on  offeriD^  the  above  resolution,  it  was  known 
that  the  Vice  President  had  withdrawn  from  the 
Chair  of  the  Senate  for  the  remainder  of  the  ses- 
sion, being  about  to  return  home.] 

The  Senate  took  up  the  resolution  offered  by 
Mr.  JoQNSON,  of  Kentucky,  on  Friday  last ;  and, 
after  some  discussion,  having  been  modified,  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Mills,  to  read  as  follows,  it 
was  agreed  to,  viz : 

Raokedj  That  the  Committee  on  the  JudiciaTy  be 
instractad  to  inqntre  into  the  expediency  of  oolleoting 
and  digeiting  in  one  bill  all  the  acii  of  Congreee  rel- 
ative to  the  courta  of  the  United  Statee,  and  the  ad- 
miiiigtration  of  juatica  therein ;  and  to  report  a  mode 
of  eflflctbg  that  object,  and  alao  of  effecting  anch 
changes,  modifications,  and  additions,  as  will,  in  their 
opinion,  combine  roost  efficiency,  promptitude,  and 
economy,  in  the  administration  of  justice. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Jeremiah  Downs,  late  a  captain  of  mount- 
ed volunteer  riflemen,  praying  the  reimbursement 
of  his  expenses  in  supplymg  the  company  under 
his  command  with  nay  and  fodder.  The  peti- 
tion was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
ioformed  tne  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  provide  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins, 
late  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York;"  in 
which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence,  of  the 
Senate. 

The  said  bill  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  wnich  was  referred 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  17th  of  Janu- 
ary, reported  the  following  resolution: 

Hooked,  That  the  Piesidant  be  raqoested  to  canee 
to  be  laid  belbre  the  Senate,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  next  aesaion  of  Congreea,  the  plan  of  the  fortifica- 
tion contemplated  to  be  erected  at  8t.  Mary's  river, 
within  the  Potomac,  with  an  eatimate  of  the  aum 
neeeiaary  to  complete  the  aame,  and  the  number  of 
cannon  and  mortara  intended  for  the  works;  and, 
also,  that  he  be  reqneated  to  cause  a  survey  to  be 
made  of  the  Patnzent  river,  to  ascertain  a  proper  site 
for  a  fortifieatioo,  and  to  lay  the  same  before  the  8en- 
fti«>  with  a  plan  of  the  same,  the  number  of  guns  and 
iQortara  which  may  be  requisite,  and  an  eatimate  of 
the  ram  that  will  be  necessary  to  erect  and  complete 
the  works. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  Lieu- 
tenant Joseph  S.  McPherson,  of  the  Navy,  who 
prays,  for  the  rea.sons  set  forth,  that  Congress  will 
pa:^  an  act  authorizing  the  settlement  of  his  ac- 
counts, without  requiring  of  him  certain  vouchers 
which  have  been  ia^^t. 

Mr.  FiNDLAY  laid  before  the  Senate  some  pa- 
pers and  facts  on  the  subject  of  this  case,  not  sub- 
mitted to  the  committee.    He  also  made  some  re- 


marks favorable  to  the  petitioner,  and  concluded 
by  a  motion  to  recommit  the  report,  with  the 
papers  he  had  introduced,  which  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of 
Virginia,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution of^  the  United  States  in  regard  to  the  elec- 
tion of  President  of  the  United  States,  being  the 
next  subject  in  order,  was  taken  up;  when 

Mr.  LowRiE  moved  that  the  resolution  be  laid 
on  the  table,  and  his  motion  was  agreed  to  with- 
out opposition. 

LEAD  MINES  AND  SALT  SPRINGS. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  offer  at  public  sale  the  salt  springs  and 
lead  mines  of  the  United  States,  and  the  public 
land  contiguous  thereto. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  and  to  insert  a  substitute,  pro- 
viding, in  substance,  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  authorized  to  appoint  some  fit 
person,  skilled  in  mineralogy,  for  the  space  of 
three  years,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  and  re- 
porting, from  time  to  time,  on  the  miues  and  min- 
erals of  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Illinois,  and 
Territory  of  Michigan ;  and  allowing  him  a  sal- 
ary therefor. 

Mr.  DiCKERSON  supported  this  proposition,  and 
opposed  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Louisiana,  advocated,  at  some 
length,  and  Mr.  Macon  briefly,  the  expediency  of 
selling  the  mine  lands.  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, made  some  remarks  against  the  bill,  and 
Mr.  Talbot  likewise,  in  its  present  shape. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  on  the  table ;  and  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


WBDNfisuAY,  February  19. 

At  12  o'clock  to-day,  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
called  the  Senate  to  order ;  and,  having  stated 
that  the  hour  had  arrived  at  which  the  Senate 
had  resolved  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  Presi- 
dent pro  tempore,  ne  requested  the  members  to  pre- 
pare their  ballots  for  that  purpose. 

The  Senate  accordingly  proceeded  to  ballot 
for  a  President  pro  tern.,  and  the  result  was  as 
follows? 

For  John  Gaillard,  of  South  Caroling  32 
For  James  Barbour,  of  Virginia  -  -  6 
Scattering     ------      6 

So  Mr.  Gaillard  was  elected  President  of  the 
Senate  j9ro  tempore;  and,  having  taken  the  Chair, 
made  his  acknowledgments  to  the  Senate,  as. 
follows : 

GiHTLKXXir :  On  taking  the  station  with  which 
you  have  honored  me,  I  must  be  permitted  to  tender 
yon  my  acknowledgments  for  so  flattering  an  evidence 
of  the  continuance  of  your  confidence  and  favor.  Were 
my  capacity  to  fill  this  place  commensurate  with  your 
kindness,  or  equal  to  the  gratitude  I  feel,  I  might  then 
reasonably  expect  to  merit  your  approbation,  which 
would  be  the  highest  reward  I  oould  obtain,  and  the 
moat  gratifying  compensation  for  the  cares  and  tolici- 
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tifde  which  must  ever  b«  attendant  on  the  eilaation  to 
which  I  am  called.  Forbidden,  however,  bj  a  thorough 
conviction  of  my  deficiencies  in  many  eaaential  re* 
spects,  to  hope  for  so  favorable  a  result^  I  must  again 
throw  myself  for  encouragement  and  support  on  your 
known  liberality,  and  on  the  experience  I  have  had 
of  your  former  indulgence,  and  they  will,  I  trust,  sus- 
tain me  in  the  attempt  I  shall  make  to  discharge  the 
duties  devolving  on  me  with  fidelity  and  impartiality ; 
being  fully  persuaded  that  I  shall  thereby  furnish  the 
most  satisfactory  testimony  that  can  be  offered  of  my 
high  respect  for  this  body,  as  well  as  of  my  esteem 
and  personal  regard  for  the  individuals  composing  it. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Mills,  the  Secretary  was 
directed  to  wait  od  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  acquaint  him  with  the  election  of  Mr. 
Gaillard  as  President  of  the  Senate,  la  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  also  to  inform  the  House  of  Representatives 
ther^f. 

Mr.  Ruqoles,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of 
the  accounts  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  New  York,  reported  the 
same,  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Ruogles,  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Samuel  F.  Hooker,  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  toe  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government,  lor  the  year  1823 ;" 
R  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriatioas  for 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1623 ;" 
and,  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Polly  L.  Campbell,  widow  of  Colonel  John  B. 
Campbell,  deceased,  late  of  the  eleventh  regiment 
of  the  United  States  infantry ;"  in  which  bills 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Stokes,  from  the  Committee  oii  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  for  clearing, 
repairing,  and  improving  certain  roads,  for  the 
purpose  of  facilitating  the  transportation  of  the 
United  States'  mail ;  and  the  bill  was  twice  read. 

Mr.  Benton^  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Missouri,  reported  a  bill  toauthor- 
ize  the  Recorder  of  Land  Titles  in  the%tate  of 
Missouri,  to  examine  into  the  number  and  state  of 
the  unconfirmed  French  and  Spanish  land  claims, 
in  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  to  report  the  same  to 
the  Congress,  at  their  next  session ;  and  the  bill 
was  twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  an  ap- 
propriation suflicient  to  complete  the  barracks,  and 
other  buildings,  commenced  at  Baton  Rouge,  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  troops 
of  the  United  States  at  that  place. 

CLAIM  OF  JAMES  MORRISON. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  adverse  to  the  claim  of  Colonel 


James  Morrison,  of  Kentucky,  a  deputy  Quirto- 
master  General  during  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  who  petitions  for  an  allowance  of  ten 
thousand  dollars,  in  the  settlement  of  his  accooou, 
which  sum  was  lent  by  his  assistant  or  ageoi 
Thomas  H.  Pindall,  to  Colonel  Buford,  deputf 
Commissary,  for  the  public  service,  but  not  re- 
turned, and  with  which  sum  Colonel  Morrison  is 
charged,  and  now  asks  to  be  credited. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  ameod 
the  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  m)  asto 
reverse  it  and  make  it  favorable  to  the  petitioner, 
and  followed  his  motion  with  a  speech  of  some 
length  in  support  of  the  claim. 

An  earnest  debate  ensued  on  this  questioo,  whid 
occupied  the  Senate  until  nearly  four  o'clock,  in 
whicn  the  various  facts,  and  numerous  papers, 
adduced  in  support  of  the  claim,  were  miDutely 
examined  and  elaborately  commented  on,  pro  and 
con.  Messrs.  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Bbows  of 
Louisiana,  Van  Buren,  Talbot,  Smith  of  Ma> 
rvland.  Benton,  and  Holmes  of  Maine,  supported 
the  allowance  of  the  claim ;  and  Messrs.  Rcc- 
OLEs,  Van  Dyke,  Chandler,  and  Lanmak,  op- 
posed it.  Mr.  Barton  also  spoke  against  its  al- 
lowance, not  on  its  merits,  but  because  he  thought 
it  in  the  first  instance  a  more  proper  question  for 
a  court  of  justice  between  Messrs.  Morrison  and 
Buford. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Reoton,  Browro  of  LoninaUt 
Brown  of  Ohio,  D'Wolf,  Edwards,  £Uiot,  Fiodhf 
HolmeSi  of  Maine,  Johnson  of  Kentocky,  obor 
son  of  Lottifiana,  Kelly,  King  of  New  York,  Uoj^ 
of  Maryland,  Parrott,  Seymour,  Smith  of  Maryltiid, 
Southard,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomtit 
Van  Bnren,  Ware,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee— 24< 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Boardman,  Chandler,  Did- 
erson,  Eaton,  Gaillard,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight, 
Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Lowrie,  Mbcob, 
Mills,  Morril,  Palmer,  Boggles,  Smith  of  Ssoth  Cl^ 
olina,  Taylor  of  Vurginia,  and  Van  Dyke— 19. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  was  then,  oo  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Talbot,  instructed  to  bring  in  % 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioner ;  and  the  Se&- 
ate  adjourned. 


•  TauBaDAY,  February  20. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States; 

To  the  Vice  President  of  the  United  Stairs 

and  President  of  the  Senate  .* 

The  Convention  of  Navigation  and  Commerce  be* 
tween  the  United  States  of  America  and  His  Maje5tj 
the  King  of  France  and  Navarre,  concluded  and  signel 
at  Washington,  on  the  24th  of  Jane,  1823,  with  the 
first  separate  article  thereto  annexed,  having  beefl 
ratified  by  the  two  parties,  and  the  ratifications  of  the 
same  having  been  dnly  exchanged,  copies  of  it,  lo^ 
of  the  separate  article  referred  to,  are  now  oommum* 
oated  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  to  the  end  thit 
the  necessary  measures  for  carrying  it  into  execatiM 
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Proeeedimgs. 


Senate. 


00  th(  put  of  the  United  8UtM,  may  be  adopted  by 
the  Upiataic. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WiMis«ns,  Feb,  18,  1833. 

Tbe  Messa^  and  accompanying  papers  were 

The  Pbcsident  communicated  a  document 
wiiicb  WIS  intended  to  have  accompanied  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  tbe  United  States,  of 
t^  3(i  of  January,  1823,  transmitting  a  detailed 
staiemeai  of  the  expenses  of  building  each  vessel 
sfwv;  ind,  on  motion,  it  was  ordered  to  be 
pnnled. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rdggles, 

&mM,  Thtt  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  ia- 
(tnutid  to  ioqnire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropratioii  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
^ts  to  tike  sDch  measaree  as  may  be  neceesary  for 
^t^auig  the  right,  title,  and  interest,  which  certain 
h^  luTe  in  and  to  three  several  tracU  of  land, 
i  foor  tboQstod  scree  each,  lying  in  tbe  connty  of 
rsKtnm  in  the  8Uto  of  Ohio,  which  lands  were 
pBUd  by  Congress,  in  the  year  1796,  to  the  •'So- 
»<7  of  t'oited  Brethren  for  propagating  the  Gospel 
laoif  the  Heathen,"  in  trnst,  for  the  sole  use  and 
^B«&tflf  ihe  uid  Indiana;  said  purchase  to  be  made 
*^  tiu  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  said  Society. 

Mr.  Rgggles,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
Bparsunce  of  instructions  of  the  Senate,  reported 
1^  ibf  the  relief  of  James  Morrison  \  and  the 
u  VIS  twice  read  by  unanimous  consent. 

Ofi  motion  by  Mr.  RnoGLES,  the  Committee  of 
^ins,toirhich  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
*Wi^,  were  dischar^  from  the  further  con- 
iaeiauoD  thereof,  and  it  was  referred  to  theCom- 
■^ on  Finance,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  presented  the 
|<ti-ioQ  of  the  board  created  by  the  Legislature  of 
^th  Carolina,  for  tbe  establishment  of  a  muni- 
^  guard,  for  the  protection  of  Charleston  and 
^vicioitj,  praying  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an 
w  :f  that  State.  The  petition  was  read,  and 
^acMhetable. 

Mi.  Eaton  submitted  the  following  motions  for 
R^Biieration : 

^06^  That  the  Senate  will,  on  Friday,  the  28th 
^J  ^f  Pebrnaiy,  instant,  proceed,  by  ballot,  to  elect 
^  1^1  officers  of  the  Senate ;  which  election  shall 
^  F^  etery  second  year  tberealler ;  and  a  ma- 
jf^  of  the  votes  present  shall  be  necessary  to  a 


■^9^  That,  after  the  28th  day  of  February,  no 
^iatbe  SccreUiy  of  the  Senate's  office,  shalf  be 
^^ot  to  act,  or  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  any 
"spdniioQ  lor  his  services,  until  he  shall  be  reported 
"j^^natSyand  hie  appointment  be  assented  to; 
^^ihall  be  deae  every  second  year,  immediately 
^  ^  eleetion  of  tbe  officers  of  tbe  Senate  shall 
■«  place. 

J^  bills  last  brought  up  from  the  House  of 
''P'^^otatJTes  for  concurrence  were  read,  and 
^^If  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
^^e  bill  entitled  "  An  act  making  appropria- 
^  f'jt  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year 
'^t  was  read  the  second  time,  by  unanimous 
J'J^t,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 

>^th  Cox.  2d  Se88.-*9 


Th*e  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  year  1823,"  was  read  the  second 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Polly 
L.  Campbell,  widow  of  Colonel  John  B.  Camp- 
bell, deceased,  late  of  tlie  eleventh  regiment  of 
United  States  infantry,"  was  read  the  second  time 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  Barbour  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Nimrod  Farrow,  Richard  Harris,  and  their 
securities. 

Tho  bill  extending  the  time  for  locating  Vir- 
ginia military  land  warrants,  and  returning  sur- 
veys thereon  to  the  Greneral  Land  Office,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  tbe  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the 

gitition  of  Anne  Dubord,  wife  of  Joseph  Antonio 
e  Reano ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Louisiana,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DicKERBOM,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  who  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  a  donation 
of  lands  lying  upon  the  waters  of  Pearl  river,  to 
be  appropriated,  under  the  direction  of  the  Gtenerai 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  to  aid  in  the 
opening  and  improving  the  navigation  of  said 
river,  from  the  seat  of  government  of  the  State  to 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  resolution  that  the  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  this  subject. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  *'  An  act  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  ascertaining  claima 
and  titles  to  land,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,"  ap- 
proved the  eighth  of  May,  1822,  was  read  a  third 
time ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Ten- 
nessee, it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  on  the 
petition  of  Elibu  Hall  Bay,  and  others;  and,  on 
motion,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  on  the  18th  instant,  in  relation  to  contem- 
plated fortifications  at  St.  Mary's  and  Patuxent 
rivers,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  19th  instant,  relative  to  the  barracks 
and  other  buildings,  commenced  at  Baton  Rouge, 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana ;  and  the  same  having 
been  modified,  by  substituting  the  "Committee on 
Finance,"  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lowrie,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  acts  to 
provide  for  certain  persons  en^aeed  in  the  land 
and  naval  service  of  tbe  United  States,  in  the 
Revolutionary  war ;  and,  on  his  motion,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
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laying  out  and  inakiDg  a  road  from  the  Lower 
Rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  to  the  western 
boundary  of  the  Connecticut  Western  Reserve,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  agreeable  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Indian  Treaty  olBrownstown. 

On  this  bill  a  long  debate  arose,  in  which  its 
principle  and  details,  its  constitutionality  and  ex- 
pediency, were  thoroughFy  discussed ;  in  the  coarse 
of  which  the  bill  was  considerably  modified. 

Messrs.  Mills,  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  and  KiNa, 
of  New  York,  were  the  principal  opponents  of  the 
bill,  and  Messrs.  Brqwn,  of  Ohio,  Lanuan,  Ben- 
ton, Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  Lowbie,  its  sup- 
porters. The  debate  principally  turned  upon  the 
obligation  there  was  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  to  carry  into  effect  the  Treaty  of  Browns- 
town,  and  whether,  even  if  an  obligation  was  im- 
posed, the  State  of  Ohio  had  any  interest  in  it 
which  required  her  tp  claim  il  to  he  executed. 

Finally,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
as  amended — ayes  29. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  confirm  certain  claims  to  lots  in  the  village 
of  Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Illinois ;"  and,  on  mo- 
tion, it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  "Act 
to  designate  the  boundaries  of  districts,  and  estab- 
lish land  officer  for  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands 
not  heretofore  offered  for  sale  in  the  States  of  Ohio 
and  Indiana ;"  and  the  bill  was  read. 

Mr.  Taylob,  of  Virginia,  observed  that,  as  the 
Senate  did  not  usually  sit  on  Saturday,  be  hoped 
they  would  indulge  him  so  far  as  to  meet  on  Sat- 
urday next  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  his  reso- 
lution proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Constita- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  the  elec- 
tion of  President  of  the  United  States,  and  with 
that  view  he  moved  that  the  resolution  be  made  the 
order  for  that  day ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ACCOUNTS  OF  DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

The  Senate  then,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, of  Tennessee,  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the 
accounts  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  Governor 
of  the  Stale  of  New  York. 

[This  bill  authorizes,  first,  that  the  proper  ac- 
counting officers  of  the  Treasury  adjust  and  settle 
the  accounts  and  claims  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins, 
on  principles  of  equitj  and  justice,  subject  to  the 
revision  and  final  decision  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  Secondly,  it  enacts  that  the  pro- 
vision of  the  appropriation  law  of  last  session, 
which  prohibits  the  payment  of  salary  to  any  in- 
dividual while  he  shall  appear  to  be  indebted  to 
the  United  States,  shall  be  repealed  so  far  as  it 
applies  to  Mr.  Tompkins.] 

Mr.  Eaton  was  opposed  to  the  second  provision 
(above  stated)  of  the  bill ;  because,  however  highly 
be  mi^ht  estimate  the  services  and  patriotism  of 
the  Vice  President  during  the  late  war,  he  could 
not  reconcile  it  to  himself  to  extend  to  any  indi- 
vidual a  privilege  which  was  denied  to  all  others 
similarly  situated.    It  would  have  the  appearance 


of  favoritism,  and  might  be  so  charged,  partico- 
larly  as  it  related  to  a  person  who  held  a  high  and 
respectable  office. 

Mr.  Bbown,  of  Louisiana,  replied  to  Mr.  Eatos 
in  an  animated  manner.  He  did  not  think  any 
such  imputation  could  be  made.  A  jury  bad 
passed  on  this  claim,  and  had  rendered  a  Terdici 
in  favor  of  the  Vice  President.  Committees,  too. 
in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  had  examined  the 
case,  and  had  reported  in  favor  of  autborizLDg 
what  the  bill  proposed.  There  was  a  wide  difirr- 
ence,  therefore,  between  this  and  other  cases  of 
unsettled  accounts  with  the  Government 

Mr.  MoBBiL  could  not  aer^  i&  ^he  propriety  of 
Mr.  Eaton's  objections.  He  adverted  to  thedi^ 
tinguished  services  of  the  Vice  President  during 
the  late  war,  and  argued  in  support  of  the  justict 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  supported  the  bill 
with  much  earnestness;  and 

Mr.  Macon  opposed  it, generally,  on  the  groaDd 
taken  by  Mr.  Eaton. 

The  question  was  then,  taken  on  ordering  liie 
bill  to  a  third  reading,  and  was  carried,  wiU  two 
or  three  dissenting  voices. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  Tcnoefsee. 
the  bill  was  thereupon  read  the  third  time,  bi 
unanimous  consent,  was  passed,  and  returned  to 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  South ABD  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  hill  to  provide  kt 
a  library  for  the  Supreme  Goart  of  the  United 
States.  A 


Pbiday,  February  21. 

Mr.  Babboob  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nimrod  Farrow, 
Richard  Harris,  and  their  securities.  The  bill 
was  twice  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and  the 
bill,  tog[ether  with  sundry  documents,  submitted 
bv  Mr.  jBabboub,  relating  to  the  claim  of  Nimrod 
Farrow  and  Richard  Harris,  for  the  building  of 
the  fortifications  at  Dauphin  Island,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiurs,  of  the 
18th  instant,  to  which  was  referred  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  of  the  17th  of  January,  in  relation  to 
contemplated  fortifications  at  St.  Mary's  and  ?t- 
tuzent  rivers,  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Lowbie  submitted  the  following  rwolotions 
for  consideration : 

RtmUvedy  That  Robert  Tweedy,  Tobua  &m|MOi. 
and  Oeorge  Hlck%  Msutanto  to  the  8erfBantF*t-Ara« 
and  Doorkeeper  of  the  Sonato,  bo  paid,  oat  of  the 
contingoDt  fund,  two  dollars  a  day  for  eoeh  day  thej 
have  attended  the  Senate  doring  the  preteot  seatioe 
of  Congress,  and  that  Hoary  TioM,  Jan.,  be  allowed 
-— —  dollars  for  his  attcndaoce  daring  the  preseBt 


session. 


Resolved,  That  there  be  paid,  out  of  the  oontioge&t 
fund,  to  Robert  Tweedy,  Tobias  Stmpaon,  and  Geor$« 
Hicks,  the  sum  of dollars  for  extra  lenricea. 

The  resolutions  were  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 
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Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Commhtw  on  the  Militia, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
vesting  in  the  State  of  Virginia  the  right  of  the 
United  States  to  all  fines  assessed  for  non-perform- 
ance of  militia  dut^,  during  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  within  said  State,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Benton  laid  on  the  table  sundry  maps  and 

OS  of  the  lead  mine  districts. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Vermont,"  reported  the  same  without 
ameDdment. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  laying  out  and  makinff  a  road  from  the  Lower 
Rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie  to  the  western 
bouadary  of  tiie  Connecticut  Western  Reserve,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  agreeable  to  the  proYisions  of 
the  Treaty  of  Brownstown,"  having  been  reported 
by  the  Committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time,  aa  amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  designate  the  boundaries  of  districts,  and 
tttahlish  land  offices  for  the  disposal  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  not  heretofore  offered  for  sale,  in  the 
States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,"  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Man- 
afactures,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  a  donation  of  lands  lying 
opon  the  waters  of  Pearl  river,  to  be*  appropria- 
ted, under  the  direction  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  to  aid  in  the  opening 
and  improving  the  navigation  of  said  river,  from 
the  seat  of  government  of  the  State,  to  the  Oulf 
of  Mexico;  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Holmes,  of 
Mississippi,  the  further  consideration  thereof  wais 
postponed  until  to- morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  on  the  me- 
morial of  Lewis  A.  Petray  and  Just  Viel;  and  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  the 
farther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Mooday  nexL 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Rport  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  in  the 
cue  of  Ann  Dubord,  wife  of  Joseph  Antonio  De 
Reapo,  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans ;  when,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  the  report 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  petitioner. 

,  A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
mlbrmed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
ft  hill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Captain 
Uchard  Hightower ;"  in  which  bill  they  request 
ibe  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  lut  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed  to 
te  second  rAding. 

1  Mr.  Bsowji,  of  Ohio,  submitted  the  following 
|M>tion  for  consideration : 

[Ritohed,  That  the  Prcmdent  of  the  United  Stotes 
p  rcqaested  to  commnnicate  to  the  Senate,  confiden- 


tially or  otherwise,  as  he  shall  think  fit,  any  informa- 
tion in  his  possession,  which  he  may  not  deem  im- 
proper to  be  communicated,  relative  to  the  present 
state  and  condition  of  the  Mexican  empire. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Johhson,  of  Louisiana,  the 
Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Wnole, 
the  bill  to  enable  the  holders  of  French,  British, 
and  Spanish  titles,  to  land  within  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  which  have  not  been  recognised  as 
valid  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  to 
institute  proceedings  to  try  the  validity  thereof, 
and  for  other  purposes;  and,  on  his  motion,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration : 

Rtsohedf  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be  in- 
structed to  report  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  **  To 'provide 
for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  in  the  Revolutionary  war," 
and  the  act  in  addition  thereto,  so  as  to  redace  the 
pensions  therein  provided  thirty  per  cent.,  and  to  in- 
clude all  persons  who  shall  have  served  their  country 
the  time  required  by  said  acts,  vrithout  requiring  the 
condition  of  poverty  or  necessi^ ;  and  that  the  pen- 
sions so  reduced  shall  continue  to  be*^id  until  the 
number  of  pensioaers  ahali  be  reduced  to  eighteen 
thousand ;  after  which,  there  shall  be  a  further  reduc- 
tion to  one-half  of  the  original  pension* 

RBVOLUTIONARV  PENSIONS. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
then  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  "supplementary  to  the  acts 
'  to  provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the 
'  land  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  in 
'  the  Revolutionary  war." 

[This  bill  provides  for  the  restoration  to  the  pen- 
sion list,  of  the  name  "  of  any  person  who  may 
^  have  been,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  stricken  there- 
'  from,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed 
'  the  1st  day  of  May,  1820^  if  such  nerson,  so 
'  stricken  from  the  Ibt  of  pensioners,  has  heretofore 
'  furnished,  or  hereafter  shall  furnish,  evidence^  in 
'  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  said  act,  to  satisfy 
'  the  Secretary  of  War  that  he  is  in  such  indigent 
'  circumstances  as  to  be  unable  to  support  himself 
<  without  the  assistance  of  bis  country."] 

Messrs.  Mills,  Morbil,  and  Lowrie,  spoke  in 
favor  of,  and  Mr.  Noble  against,  the  bill. 

Mr.  LowRiE  proposed,  as  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  an  additional  section,  providing  for  a  reduc- 
tion of  20  per  cent,  on  the  amounts  hereaAer  to  be 
paid  to  all  the  Revolutionary  pensioners. 

In  support  of  this  motion — 

Mr.  LowRiE  observed  that  his  remarks  on  this 
subject  would  take  up  very  little  time,  for  he  was 
well  aware  that  the  friends  of  a  measure  some- 
times destroy  it  by  too  niuch  speaking.  The  ex- 
pense of  the  pension  list  for  four  ye&rs,  is  as 
follows : 


1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 


-  81,811,328  96 

-  1,373,849  41 

-  1,200,000  00 

-  1,833,936  30 

6,219,114  67 
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One  quarter  of  which  is  %IJ5^^TIB  66  per  an- 
num. 

There  are  2,328  men  who,  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  may  be  placed  upon  the  list.  This 
number,  and  no  more,  will  be  affected  by  its  pro- 
Tisions.  This  is  the  utmost  extent  to  which  the 
bill  goes,  and  by  no  possible  construction  can  more 
he  embraced.  The  expense  of  that  number,  sup- 
posing, what  is  not  probable,  that  all  will  be  placed 
on  the  list,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee,  (Mr.  Noble,)  is  9223,000. 
The  estimate  I  have  made,  amounts  to  (350,000. 
This  is  9137,000  beyond  that  of  the  chairman ; 
and  if  it  be  erroneous,  it  is  too  large ;  and  it  is  the 
utmost  limit  of  the  expense.  Now,  for  the  other 
side.  By  the  present  law,  there  are  near  6,000 
who  may  get  on  the  list.  Now,  suppose  but  one- 
half  of  that  number  be  placed  on  the  list.  This 
may,  and  will  take  place,  whether  you  pass  this 
bill  or  not.  If  placed  on  the  list,  they  will  be  en- 
titled to  back  pensions  from  the  time  they  were 
suspended  by  the  act  of  1820.  which  will  be  about 
three  years.  The  amount,  then,  for  back  pension 
alone,  for  3.000  mei^  will  be  9900,000.  You  hare 
now  the  adFantage  and  disadvantage  of  this  bill, 
as  it  respects  the  Treasury.  The  calculation,  to 
my  mina,  is  perfectly  satisfactory.  Any  gentleman 
can  satisfy  himself  by  making  a  few  figures ;  and, 
from  this  view  of  the  principles  of  the  bill,  it  is 
perfectly  evident  that  the  Treasury  will  not  lose 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  I  wish  to  look  a  little  fur- 
ther into  the  subject.  Our  expense  for  this  list  is 
now  between  one  million  and  a  half  and  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Whether  this  bill  is  passed  or 
not,  the  list  will  soon  swell  to  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars. This  is  a  large  sum ;  and  the  question  must 
be  met,  where  will  3rou  get  the  money  ?  Will  you 
lav  a  tax  to  raise  it?  That,  sir.  would  make  us 
all  pause,  in  these  times.  Will  vou  repeal  the 
law  ?  To  that  I  will  never  consent.  I  then,  sir, 
to  relieve  the  pressure  on  the  Treasury,  propose 
an  amendment,  to  reduce  the  pensions  twenty  pfcr 
cent.  This  would  five  each  private  97o  80. 
That  sum,  sir,  is  worth  as  much  as  ninety-six  dol- 
lars was  at  the  time  of  passing  the  original  act. 
On  the  subject  of  reduction,  I  propose  no  measure 
to  the  pensioners  which  I  would  not  vote  for,  as 
it  respects  myself.  For  I  neither  will  tax  the 
]>eople  or  borrow  money,  while  any  prudent  reduc- 
tion can  be  made.  The  present  amendment  will 
relieve  the  Treasury  from  about  9400,000.  That 
sum  I  would  give  to  those  who  are  not  on  the  list. 
The  money  we  now  pay,  I  would  still  pay ;  but  I 
would  distribute  it  to  more  individuals.  Numbers 
are  not  on  the  list,  who  have  as  good  a  ri^ht  to  be 
there  as  those  who  are  now  there.  In  doin^  this, 
we  do  more  justice  than  by  keepine  the  door  closed 
aeainst  those  who  are  now  without.  Still,  sir, 
should  the  amendment  be  rejected,  I  will  vote  for 
the  bill ;  and  I  do  so  under  the  full  conviction  that, 
even  without  the  amendment,  it  ought  to  pass.  I 
offer  this  amendment  for  the  purpose  of  saving  the 
bill,  as  it  is  well  understood  that  it  will  be  rejected 
without  it. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to— 18  to  16. 


Messrs.  Setmoub  and  Lanmar  spoke  in  favoi 
of  the  bill,  and  Messrs.  Macon  and  Smith,  oI 
South  Carolina,  opposed  it. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  vaid  he  considerec 
the  amendment  adopted  by  the  committee,  oi 
motion  of  the  honorable  member  from  Pennsyl 
vania  TMr.  Lowbie)  as  givinff  a  death  blow  t( 
the  bill.  As  much  as  he  might  feel  in  favor  a 
any  other  parts  of  the  bill,  he  cotild  not  vote  fa 
it,  if  that  amendment  were  adopted,  which  he  con 
sidered  as  a  breach  of  faith.  The  Govemmen 
having  entered  into  a  contract  to  pay  to  these  pen 
sioners  a  certain  stipulated  sum  during  life,  an] 
reduction  of  that  sum  would  amount  to  a  vioUtioc 
of  the  faith  of  the  Government.  For  this  reason 
he  should  vote  against  the  bill  as  amended. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  witi 
the  amendment     • 

The  question  on  adopting  the  amendment  wu 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  affirnt 
ative,  23  to  22.    The  vote  was  as  follows : 

Tkas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bftrton,  Benton,  Brown  ol 
Loaisisns,  Brown  of  Ohio,  Chandler,  Blliott,  PbdItT, 
Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Msine,  Holmes  of  MiMBippi, 
Johnson  of  Loaisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  Low- 
rio,  Maoon,  Noble,  Palmer,  Smith  of  South  Csiobiis, 
Taylor  of  Viiginia,  Tliomas,  Van  Dyke,  and  WiJ. 
liams  of  Tennessee — 28. 

Nats— Messrs.  Boardman,  D*Wolf,  IHckenoa, 
Eaton,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  King  of  New  York, 
Knight,  Lsnmso,  Lbyd  of  Massachoselts,  Lloyd  oj 
Maryland,  Mills,  Morril,  Psrrott,  Rnggles,  Seymoiu^ 
Smith  of  Msjylsnd,  Southard,  Stokes,  Tslbot,  Vt^ 
Boren,  Ware,  and  Williams  of  Mississippi — 82. 

The  question  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  read  I 
third  time,  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  de 
cided  in  the  negative,  21  to  24.  The  vote  was  d 
follows : 

YxAS— Messrs.  Boardman,  Chandler,  D' Wolf,  Dii 
erson,  Findlay,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Johnson  of 
tucky.  King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Low 
Mills,  Morril,  Palmer,  Parrott,   Rnggles,   Sey 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard,  Stokes,  and  Van  Bo: 
—21. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Benton,  Brown 
Louisiana,   Brown  of  Ohio,  Eaton,  Elliott,  Gi 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Loaisiana,  K 
King  of  Alabama,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Lbjd 
Maryland,  Maoon,  Noble,  Smith  of  Sooth  Carol 
Talbot,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  W 
Williams  of  Missouri,   and  Williams  of  Tenni 
—24. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 


Saturday,  February  22. 

Mr.  Parrott,  from  the  Committee  on  Na 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
ert  F.  Stockton,  late  commander  of  the  U 
States  schooner  Alligator,  made  a  report,  ae 
paoied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  F.  S 
ton ;  the  bill  was  twice  read  by  unanimons  c 
sent,  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Parrott,  the  re 
was  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Sei 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti 
of  Charles  Wilkins,  praying  the  payment  of  I 
balance  ascertained  by  due  course  of  law  ro 
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doe  to  him,  00  the  settlemeDt  of  his  aecoantsas 
contnctor.  The  pelition  was  read,  and  referred 
(0  the  Coiomittee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  fimToif  gare  notiie  that,  on  Monday  next, 
iesJKnldaskleare  to  introduce  a  bill  to  enable 
the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  De- 
pvtinent  to  ladit  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the 
nrrcfor  of  public  lands  in  the  States  of  Illinois 
md  Missouri,  ind  Territory  of  Arkansas,  for  extra 
d^k  hire  in  iui  office. 

Mr.  LowiiBsobmitted  the  following  resolution: 

^aM,  That  Gales  &  Beaton  be  paid,  oat  of 
ibc  cMtioifnt  ftind,  two  hundred  and  fifty  doUan, 
ft(<is)ittlMaiaBd  copies  of  the  Meaaage  of  the  Prea- 
itetof  tke  0mlad  Statea,  for  the  years  1821  and 

IdSl 

Tltt  resolution  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  se- 

CDOiJ  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Cap- 
ILQ  Richard  High  tower,"  was  read  the  second 
iBie,  ud  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 

l&irs. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afiairs,  to  which  was  re- 
femdibe  memorial  of  the  L^isUture  of  Alaba- 
mtjmiDg  that  the  military  works  for  the  de- 
face of  the  bay  and  harbor  of  Mobile  may  be 
[UDpIeted,  were  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
^iieruion  thereof. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Botioo  of  the  20th  instant,  for  the  election  of  the 
«Tenl  officers  of  the  Senate ;  and^  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Baton,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
^oed  until  Mondav  next. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
ifitioD  for  requesting  of  the  President  of  the  United 
rates  information  relative  to  the  present  state  and 
sedition  of  the  Mexican  empire  \  and.  on  motion, 
M  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  it  was  laid  on  the 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
^^  of  the  21st  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Y^ittee  on  Pensions  to  report  a  bill  to  amend 
ut  tct  to  prorlde  for  certain  persons  engaged  in 
wia&d  and  naval  service  of^the  Unit^  States 
JI^ReTolutionary  war,"  and  the  act  in  addition 
{jf^^;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Holmes,  of 
«««>«,  ii  was  Uid  on  the  table. 

Theroolution  to  compensate  Robert  Tweedy, 
<Ad  ethers,  assistants  to  the  Sergeant-at-Arms, 
m  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  were  read  the  sec- 
mimt 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
12^  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Man- 
wores,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
Bpediettcy  of  making  a  donation  of  lands,  lying 
^  the  waters  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  appropriated 
w  tbe  direction  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
■^  State  of  Mississippi,  to  aid  in  opening  and 
Kpro^ing  the  navigation  of  said  river,  from  the 
^of  government  of  the  State,  to  the  Gulf  of 
}^^\  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.HoutfEs,  of  Mis- 
»!P{H,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Jtie  Senate  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
*Ti  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 


offered  by  Mr.  Taylob,  of  Virginia,  proposing  an 
amendnient  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  in  re^rd  to  the  election  of  President  of 
the  United  States,  together  with  the  several 
amendments  (or  substitutes)  offered  to  the  resolu- 
tion, by  Mr.  Dickerson  and  Mr.  Holmes  of 
Maine. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  spoke  some 
time,  in  reply  to  the  remarks  submitted  by  Mr. 
Dickerson  on  a  former  day,  and  in  support  of 
his  own  proposition,  and  against  that  of  Mr.  Dick- 
erson. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  replied  to  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, in  a  speech  of  about  half  an  hour — advo- 
cating Mr.  Dickerson's  proposition  in  preference 
to  Mr.  Taylor's. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eaton,  the  subject  was  then 
laid  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  appropriating  moneys 
for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  national  road 
from  Cumberland  to  Wheeling,"  with  amend- 
ments, in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate.  They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  extending  the  time  for  issuing  and  lo- 
cating military  land  warrants  to  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  war ;"  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year 
1823 :"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Carr,  of  Kentucky,  late  paymaster  to 
Colonel  William  Dudley's  raiment  ot  Kentucky 
militia ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  B.  Hogan;"  and,  also,  a  resolution  requir- 
ing from  the  Secretary  of  tne  Senate  and  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  an  annual  state- 
ment of  the  expenditures  from  the  contingent 
fund  of  the  two  Houses ;  in  which  bills  and  reso- 
lution they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  said  four  bills  and  resolution  were  read, 
and  severally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  extending  the  time 
for  issuing  and  locating  military  land  warrants  to 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  war," 
was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  military  service  of  the  UnitedStates, 
for  the  year  1823,"  was  read  the  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Carr,  of  Kentucky,  late  paymaster  to 
Colonel  William  Dudley's  regiment  of  Kentucky 
militia,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
B.  Hogan,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
tbe  Judiciary. 

The  resolution  requiring  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  tde  House  of  Represent- 
atives an  annual  statement  of  the  expenditures 
from  the  contingent  fund  of  the  two  Houses,  was 
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read  the  second  time  by  onanimoas  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  audit  and 
control  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  amendment  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  Cumberland  Road 
bin,  and  agreed,  without  objection,  to  substitute 
the  word  "public"  for  the  word  "national,"  as 
applied  to  the  road. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowrie,  the  Senate  took  up 
the  joint  resolution  directing  the  printing  of  a 
number  of  copies  of  the  Journal  or  the  Rerolu- 
tionary  Congress;  and,  after  some  remarks  from 
Mr.  LowRiB  and  Mr.  IiOLBfES,  of  Maine,  to  show 
the  great  value  and  importance  of  the  work,  its 
scarcit)[,  the  impossibility  of  procuring  a  copy  in 
the  United  States,  dbc.  the  resolution  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  tnird  reading. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  Kelly  rose,  and,  adverting  to  the  decision 
of  the  Senate  yesterday,  by  which  the  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  supplementary  to  the 
Revolutionary  Pension  Acts^  was  rejected,  stated 
that  the  subj[ect  was  one  which  he  had  not  given 
much  attention  to  when  he  was  called  to  vote  on 
it ;  that  subsequent  reflection  had  induced  him  to 
mistrust  the  correctness  of  the  vote  he  then  gave, 
and  he  should  be  glad  to  have  the  question  more 
deliberately  and  maturely  decided.  He,  therefore, 
(having  yesterday  voted  with  the  majority,) 
moved  to  reconsider  the  decision  of  yesterday  on 
the  bill. 

On  this  question  Mr.  Noble  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  question  was  accordingly  taken,  and  the 
motion  was  agreed  to — yeas  27,  nays  14,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YsAB— Messrs.  Barton,  Boardman,  Brown  of  Ohio, 
Chandler,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Findlsy,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York, 
Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Lowrie, 
Mills,  Morril,  Pariott,  Ruggles,  Sejrmonr,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Southard,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Thomas*  Van 
Buren,  and  Williams  of  MksisnppL 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Brown  of  La., 
Eaton,  Elliott,  GaiUard,  Holmes  of  Miasiasippi,  John* 
son  of  Louisiana,  Macon,  Noble,  Taylor  of  Indiana* 
Taylor  of  Virginia*  Ware,  and  Williams  of  Tenn. 

So  it  was  agreed  that  the  Senate  reconsider  the 
vote ;  and^  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Ebllt,  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill,  as  amended,  was  post- 
poned to  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Mon- 
day next. 

JURISDICTION  OF  JUSTICES  OF  PEACE. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Senate  took 
up  the  bill  from  the  other  House  to  extend  the 
jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  debts  of  fifty  dollars. 

On  this  bill  a  good  deal  of  debate  took  place,  as 
well  on  its  details,  to  which  amendments  were 
offered,  as  on  its  constitutionality  and  expediency. 
Messrs.  Barbour  and  Southard  were  the  prin- 
cipal supporters  of  the  bill;  Mr.  Smith,  of  South 
Carolina,  opposed  it  altogether ;  and  Messrs.  Ea- 
ton, Mills,  Barton,  and  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 


entered  principally  into  the  discussion  of  ques- 
tions of  detail. 

Amongst  the  amendn^ents  agreed  to,  was  ooe 
offered  by  Mr.  Southard,  exempting  from  execu- 
tion the  necessary  beds,  bedding,  wearing  appard, 
and  one  cow,  of  the  debtor;  and  this  was  ex- 
tended, on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Mills,  to  exempt, 
also,  the  tools  and  implements  of  trade  of  the 
debtor. 

Amonffst  the  amendments  offered  to  the  bill 
was  the  following,  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentoeky, 
which  he  eamesfly  supported : 

**  And  in  no  case,  arittng  onder  this  act,  shali  uj 
person  whatever  be  subject  to  sirest  upon  netne  pro- 
cess, or  to  any  ezecotion  against  the  body,  after  rcD- 
dering  the  judgment" 

Before  the  question  was  taken  on  this  amead- 
ment,  a  motion  was  made  to  adjourn ;  and  tbe 
Senate  adjourned. 


MoNDAT,  February  24. 

The  President  communicated  the  credeatiaJs 
of  John  Taylor,  appointed  a  Senator  by  tbe  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Virginia,  for  the  term  of 
six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of  March 
next ;  and  also,  the  credentials  of  NbbeMiah  R. 
Knight,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislataie 
of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Proridence 
Plantations,  for  the  same  term  of  six  yeais ;  which 
were  severally  read,  and  laid  on  file. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affiiirs,  to  which  was  referred 
I  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Captaia 
Richard  Hightower,''  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana, in  relation  to  a  mail  route,  proposed  from 
Washington  to  New  Orleans;  which  was  read, 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  PaUie 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
''  An  act  extending  the  time  for  issuing  and  loca- 
ting military  land  warrants  to  officers  and  soldim 
of  the  Revolutionary  war,''  reported  the  »me 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Barton  submitted  the  following  motioa  for 
consideration : 

Resobfed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stale* 
be  requested  to  procure,  and  lay  before  the  Senate,  at 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  the  originals  or  cofBei 
of  ell  the  contracts  for  surveying  the  public  lanclii 
made  by  the  Sanreyor  General  of  Illinois,  Missoori 
and  Arkansas,  since  the  first  day  of  Januaiy,  1819. 

Mr.  Rdgoles,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  recommitted  the  report  of  said  cod 
mittee  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  S.  McPhersoo 
with  additional  testimony,  made  a  report,  accomj 
panied  by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
titioner ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Benton  asked  and  obtained  leare  to  intrO' 
duce  a  bill  to  enable  the  proper  accounting  offic 
of  the  Treasury  Department  to  audit  and  set 
the  accounts  of  tbe  surveyor  of  Public  Lands 
the  States  of  Illinois  and  Missouri,  and  Territo 
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of  Arkansas,  for  extra  elerk  hire  in  his  office ;  and 
the  bill  was  twice  read  by  uflanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Macon,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Con^ 
tiogeat  Expenses  of  the  Senate,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  resolatton  requiring  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
seatatires,  an  annual  statement  of  the  expenditures 
from  the  contingent  fund  of  the  two  Houses,  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Van  Dtke,  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  GeoTffe  Gatty,  were  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  thereof. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  which 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Lewis  A.  Petray 
aod  Just  Viel ;  and,  on  motion,  bv  Mr.  Smith, 
of  SoQth  Carolina,  it  was  laid  on  tne  table. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  the  Committee 
on  Pabiic  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  reso- 
lotioQ  of  the  L^islatore  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
iDstnictiog  their  Senators  and  requesting  their 
Representatives  in  Congress^  in  relation  to  the 
lands  reserved  for  schools  in  that  State,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

The  resolution  to  pay  Grales  db  Seaton  for 
eertaia  copies  of  the  Messages  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motions  of  the  20.th  instant,  for  the  election  of  the 
several  officers  of  the  Senate ;  and,  the  first  mo- 
tion having  been  amended,  on  motion^  by  Mr. 
TiLBOT,  they  were  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolation  directing  the  printing  of  the 
Journal  of  Congress,  from  the  fifth  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1774,  to  the  third  day  of  November,  1786, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  building  a  lighthouse  at  Cape  Romain,  in 
South  Carolina,  and  placing  floating  lights  in 
Delaware  Bay ;  whereupon,  Mr.  Dickerson,  from 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures, 
sabmitted,  as  an  amendment,  a  new  draft  of  a  bill ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate,  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
eogrotsed  bill  to  amend  an  actj  entitled  "  An  act 
for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land  in  the 
Territory  of  Florida,"  approved  the  8th  of  May. 
IS22,;  and  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  with 
the  Senate  in  the  1st,  2d.  3d,  4th,  5th,  8th,  10th, 
lltb,  12th,  lath,  15th,  17th,  and  18th.  and  disagree 
to  the  6th,  7th,  9th,  14th,  and  16th  of^  their  amend- 
ments to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary 
to,  and  to  amend,  an  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  reg- 
ulate the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage,' passed  3d  March,  1799,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." They  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  discharge  of  John  Burgin  from  imprisonment ;" 


and  also  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  respecting  stamps;" 
in  which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  or  the 
Senate. 

The  two  last  mentioned  bills  were  read,  and 
severally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  1823,"  reported  the  same 
with  an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  discbaree  of 
John  Burgin  from  imprisonment,"  was  read  the 
second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Jndiciary. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  respecting  stamps," 
was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  same  Committee. 

JURISDICTION  OF  JUSTICES  OP  PEACE. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the 
peace,  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  fifty 
dollars,  dbc. — the  question  being  on  the  amend- 
ment offered  bv  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  to 
exempt  the  debtor  from  imprisonment,  for  any 
sum  not  above  twenty  dollars,  exclusive  of  costs. 

Much  debate  followed  on  this  amendment ;  in 
the  course  of  which,  various  modifications  and 
substitutes  were  offered  for  it ;  and  it  was  finally 
agreed  to,  substantially,  as  stated  above. 

An  amendment  was  also  adopted,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  exempting  from  im[M'ison- 
ment,  under  any  process,  issned  by  virtue  of  this 
act,  the  persons  of  all  females  whatsoever,  as»d 
all  males  over  70  years  of  age.  In  support  of  this 
amendment  Mr.  H.  adduced  the  example  of  the 
Napoleon  Code. 

Various  other  amendments  were  offered,  some 
of  which  were  agreed  to  and  others  lost.  Amongst 
those  which  were  unsuccessful,  was  one  offered 
bv  Mr.  SotTTRARn,  which  pro^sed  to  strike  out 
all  of  the  bill  allowing  a  jury  trial  before  a  justice 
of  the  peace,  and  substituting  sections,  providing 
that  where  the  parties  to  a  dcnbt  above  $BOj  did  not 
consent  to  waive  a  jury  trial,  then  the  case  should 
be  referred  to  the  court  of  the  county ;  this  amend- 
ment was  lost  by  two  votes. 

In  the  discussion  of  the  amendment,  above  stat- 
ed, and  referred  to,  Messrs.  Barbour,  Southaro, 
Mills,  Eaton,  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  Talbot. 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Macon,  Morril,  and 
Lanman,  engaged  most  actively. 

In  the  end,  the  bill  was  ordered,  to  be  read  a  third 
time,  as  amended. 

CASE  OP  DIVORCE. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  bill  to  divorce 
John  Wheelwright,  of  Alexandria,  and  Caroline 
Eliza  Wheelwright  his  wife. 

Mr.  W.  petitions  for  a  divorce,  on  the  ground 
of  the  insanity  of  his  wife,  at  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage, (though  then  to  him  unknown) ;  of  the  in- 
crease of  the  malady  until  it  became  eutirely^  set- 
tled and  confirmed ;  of  its  having  now  continued 
for  several  years,  and  the  belief^  (in  which  he  has 
the  opinion  of  the  physicians  m  whose  care  she 
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has  been  long  placed,)  that  the  insanity  is  incur- 
able. 

A  lon^  and  feeling  debate  took  place  on  this 
bill — chiefly  on  these  points :  Whether  the  insan- 
ity actually  existed  at  the  time  of  marriage,  so  as 
to  render  the  contract  void ;  whether  an  affliction 
of  this  character  ought  to  dissolve  the  marriage 
contract ;  whether,  if  it  was  entitled  to  relief,  the 
tribunal  appointed  lor  the  purpose  of  granting  such 
relief  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  (where  the 
marriage  was  contracted)  was  not  the  proper  ^ilace 
for  the  petitioner  to  seek  it  \  whether  it  was  right 
for  Congress  to  ffrant  divorces  at  all,  (it  has  never 
yet  ^[ranted  one,)  &c.  It  was  agreed,  on  all  hands, 
the  lacts  being  generally  admitted,  that  it  was  a 
case  of  great  hardship.  Messrs.  Barbour  and 
Southard  advocated  the  bill  with  much  earnest- 
ness. It  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Kino,  of  New 
York,  Benton,  Mills,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  and 
Chandler.  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  with- 
out taking  sides  on  the  bill,  spoke  in  corroboration 
of  the  facts  set  forth  by  toe  petitioner,  and  as  to 
the  great  respectability  of  the  connexions  of  the 
lady  residiDg[  in  Boston. 

The  question  being  taken  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Mesiirs.  Barbour,  Barton,  D'Wolf,  Dicker- 
son,  Eaton,  Johnion  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Loui- 
siana, Kelly,  Knight,  Lanman,  Noble,  Parrott,  South- 
ard, Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  and  Williami  of  Ten- 
nessee— 16. 

Nats— Messrs.  Benton,  Boardman,  Brown  of  Ohio, 
Chandler,  Elliott,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Hobnes  of  Maine, 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
New  York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachu- 
setts^ Macon,  Mills,  Morril,  Palmer,  Seymour,  Smith 
of  South  Carolina,  Stokes,  Taylor  of  Virginia, 
Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Wil- 
tiams  of  Mississippi — 26. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

The  bill  (reported  by  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
according  to  instructions)  for  the  relief  of  Colonel 
James  Morrison,  was,  at  the  motion  of  Mr.  John- 
son, of  Kentucky,  taken  up ;  and,  having  been 
considered  in  Committee  ot  the  Whole,  was  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading. 


Tuesday,  February  25. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate,  a  com- 
munication from  R.  R.  Henry,  relative  to  mal- 
practices in  office  of  Archibald  Clark,  collector  of 
the  port  of  St.  Mary's,  in  Georgia  j  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

On  motion,  bv  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  to  which  was  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to  the  terri- 
tories of  the  United  States,  on  the  Northwest 
Coast  of  America,  was  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  Rugoles,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  ox 
Nimrod  Farrow,  Richard  Harris,  and  their  secur- 
ities, reported  the  same,  with  amendments ;  which 
were  read. 


On  motion,  by  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maioe^  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  to  which  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  the  President  and  Directors  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  the  memorial  of 
Thomas  Napier,  and  others^ merchants, of  Charies* 
ton ;  and,  also,  the  resolution  of  the  Legislataie 
of  Alabama,  instructing  their  Senatprs  and  re- 
questing their  Representatives  to  endeayor  to  pro- 
cure the  passage  of  a  law  imposing  a  ttmaage 
duty  on  all  vessels  cominff  into  the  ports  of  Mo- 
bile and  Blakely,  were  discharged  trom  the  far- 
ther consideration  thereof,  respectively. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dickerson,  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whieh  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Watson  Atkinson ;  the 
memorial  of  the  Pennsylvania  Society  for  the 
Encouraeement  of  Domestic  Manufactures ;  the 
memorial  of  Henry  Huber,  and  others,  manufac- 
turers of  bridle  bits,  dbc. ;  and,  also,  the  memorial 
of  Daniel  Dunham,  prayine  that  certain  priri- 
leges  may  be  conferred  on  the  steamship  Robert 
Fulton,  were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof,  respectively. 

Mr.  Dickerson,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  sundry  merchants,  and  others,  of 
the  collection  district  of  Richmond,  in  the  State 
of  Virginia,  praying  that  a  marine  hospital  may 
be  established  in  that  district,  made  a  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Charles  Wilkins,  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Brown,  of  Ohio,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  the  president  and  directors 
of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Com- 
pany )  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to 
the  stock  of  the  Company  making  a  Canal  from 
the  Delaware  river  to  the  Rariton ;  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  stock  in  any  company 
which  has  been  incorporated  within  the  United 
States  for  the  improvement  of  internal  eommerce 
and  navigation ;  and,  also,  the  rqiort  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  by  the  States  of  Maryland 
and  Virginia,  to  examine  the  a&irs  of  the  JPoto- 
mac  Company,  and  to  survey  the  Potomac  riTer, 
were  discharged  from  the  farther  consideration 
thereof,  respectively. 

Mr.  Van  Dtke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pofalic 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  Co  enable 
the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasory 
Department  to  audit  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the 
Surveyor  of  Public  Lands,  in  the  States  of  Illi- 
nois and]Missonri,  and  Territory  of  Arkansas,  for 
extra  clerk  hire  in  his  office,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  makinff  appropriations  for  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1^33/" 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Brown,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing 
the  equitable  settlement  of  his  account     Xhe 
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pelitkm  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was 
recommitted  the  report  of  said  committee  on  the 
petitJoQ  of  Josmh  S.  McPherson,  with  additional 
testimony;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  re- 
solred  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not 
to  be  granted. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  34th  instant,  for  requesting  infor* 
matioQ  in  relation  to  the  contracts  for  surveying 
tbe  pablic  lands  of  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Arsan- 
las,  since  the  first  day  of  January,  1819;  and 
agreed  thereto. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
tbe  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
^'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  F.  Hooker," 
with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  request  the 
eoncarrenee  of  the  Senate.  They  hare  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  **An  act  making  further  appropria- 
tions for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  1623  ;^'  a  bill,  entitled  "^An  act  to 
abolish  the  office  of  measurer ;"  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  altering  the  timcof  holding  the  Circuit 
Court  in  the  District  of  Maine  and  New  Hamp- 
shiref  and,  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Nimrod  Farrow  and  Richard  Harris;" 
in  which  hills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Benate. 

The  four  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
aererally  psssed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bili  entitled  "An  act  making  further  ap- 
propriations for  the  military  serrice  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1823,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
•Coounittee  on  Finance. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  abolish  the  office 
of  measurer^'  was  read  the  second  time,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  altering  the  time  of 
holdiitf  the  dreuit  court  of  the  district  of  Maine 
and  New  Hampshire"  was  read  the  second  time, 
hy  onanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Tbe  biU  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nim- 
rod Farrow  and  Richard  Harris"  was  read  the 
second  time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  tbe  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  SMrra,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill,  entided  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  B. 
Hogan,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Vah  Dtkb  presented  a  remonstrance,  signed 
by  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Alexandria, 
against  the  bill  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  in  the  recovery  of  debts  in  the 
Dbthct  of  Columbia ;  which  was  read,  and  laid 
on  the  uUe. 

Tbe  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary 
to  and  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  regu- 
vlate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
fiage,'  passed  the  2d  March,  1799,  and  for  other 


purposes,"  disagreed  to  bv  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. Whereupon,  tlie  Senate  receded  from 
the  said  amendments. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  read[: 
To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States : 

I  transmit  to  Congfeis  the  general  returns  of  the  mi- 
litia of  the  seTeral  States  and  Territories,  for  the  year 
1823,  with  an  account  of  the  arms,  accoutrements, 
ammunition,  ordnance,  dec,  befonging  to  each,  ss  far 
as  the  returns  hsTe  been  received,  in  compliance  with 
the  pTOTisiuns  of  the  act  of  1803. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Fkbbvabt  S5,  18S3. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  *'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  F.  Hook- 
er," and  concurred  therein.  '• 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace 
in  the  recovery  of  debts  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia," having  been  reported  by  the  Committee  cor- 
rectly engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time 
as  amended,  ana  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Morrison  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
laid  before  the  Senate  certain  documents  from 
the  War  Department,  in  refation  to  Revolution- 
ary pensioners ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  authori;sing  the 
President  of  the  Unitea  States  to  employ  an  en- 
gineer to  examine  and  select  the  most  suitable  site 
for  a  National  Armory  on  the  Western  waters, 
and  appropriating  $25,000  for  the  purchase  ot 
such  site^  occ. 

No  objection  beins  made  to  this  bill,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  ordering  it  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  and  was  carried,  with  only  two  or 
three  dissenting  voices. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  building  of  certain  light- 
houses, and  the  substitute  reported  thereto  by  Mr. 
DicKERsoN,  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

The  substitute  embraced  a  considerable  number 
of  lighthouses,  in  addition  to  those  proposed  by 
the  original  bill,  and  in  discussine  the  questions 
they  severally  presented,  near  an  hour  was  occu- 
pied ;  in  the  end,  the  details  of  the  bill  were  got 
through,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

LOUISIANA  LAND  TITLES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,^  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  enable  the 
holders  of  French,  British,  and  Spanish  titles  to 
land,  within  the  State  of  Louisiana,  which  have 
not  oeen  recognised  as  valid  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  to  institute  proceedings  to 
try  the  validity  thereof,  and  for  other  purposes; 
together  with  the  amendmenU  reported  thereto  by 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  explained  the  ob- 
jects of  the  bill,  and  urged  the  importance  of  act- 
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ing  oa  the  subject  at  the  preseot  session.  He  j  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commincc 
thought  it  was  not  only  the  duty  but  the  interest  ]  on  Finance. 

of  the  Grovernment  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  I  Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  Com- 
of  the  claims  embraced  by  the  bill.  If  they  are  j  mittee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred 
not  valid,  they  belong  to  the  United  States,  and  ;  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  respecting  stamps;"  tbc 
should  be  brought  into  market,  which  could  not  i  bill,  entitled  "An  act  altering  the  time  of  holding 
be  done  until  they  are  decided  on.    But  he  com-  i  the  Circuit  Court  in  the  districts  of  Maine  aid 


plained  of  the  injurr  done  to  Louisiana,  by  keep- 
ing large  claims  of  land  waste,  within  the  limits 
ot  the  State.  Emigration  had  then  been  checked, 
and  the  prosperity  of  the  country  retarded.    He 


New  Hampshire ;"  and  also  the  bill,  entitled  "Ai 
act  for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Snyder;*'^  reported 
the  same,  respectively,  without  amendment. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 


said,  when  the  subject  was  under  consideration  ■  report  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  MtiH 


some  days  since,  he  had  proposed  to  exclude  from 
the  operation  of  the  bill  three  large  claims  known 
by  the  names  of  Bastrop's,  Maison  Rouge's,  and 
Houmas's,  not  because  he  had  changed  his  opinion 
since  he  introduced  the  bill,  but  because  he  under- 
stood it  to  be  the  (pinion  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  to  whom  the  bill  was  referred,  that 
it  was  expedient  to  provide  for  their  decision  in  a 
separate  bill.  But  as  no  such  bill  had  been  since 
introduced  for  the  purpose,  he  was  now  opposed 
to  the  amendment  under  consideration,  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  which  pro- 
posed to  exclude  these  claims  from  the  operation 
of  the  bill.  He  considered  it  of  the  first  import- 
ance in  every  point  of  view,  that  these  claims 
should  be  also  adjusted  without  further  delay. 

Upon  this  amendment  a  discussion  arose,  which 
occupied  more  than  three  hours.  It  was  ulti- 
mately adopted — ayes  27,  noes  10. 

It  appeared  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  several 
members,  that  the  three  claims  alluded  to,  should 
not  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary,  but  be  decided 
on  by  Congress  itself;  though  tne  Senate  seems 
to  have  acted  on  the  sround  that  it  was  expedient 
to  provide  for  their  a^ustment  by  a  separate  bill. 

The  gentlemen  who  spokfe  in  favor  of  including 
the  three  large  claims,  named  above  in  the  bill, 
were  Messrs.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Van  Dtke, 
Brown  of  Louisiana,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and 
Mills  ;  and  those  who  opposed  it  were  Messrs. 
Taylob  of  Virginia,  Van  ^uren,  Eaton,  Lan- 
MAN.  Barboub,  and  Cbandleb. 

After  considerable  discussion  on  other  details 
of  the  bill,  and  the  adoption  of  several  amend- 
ments I  and  after  rejecting  a  motion  to  postpone 
the  bill  indefinitely,  the  question  was  put  on  en- 
grossing the  bill  for  a  third  reading,  and  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays — ^yeas 
28,  nays  6,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Mean.  Barbour,  Barton,  Benton,  Brown  of 

Loaisiana,  Brown  of  Ohio,  Elliott,  Findiay,  Gaillard, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  AUbsraa,  King  of  New 
York,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Ma<y>n,  Mills,  Noble, 
Palmer,  Seymour,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Stokes,  Taylor 
of  Indiana,  Tavlor  of  Virginia,  Thomas,  Van  Baren, 
Van  Dyke,  ancf  Williams  of  Mississippi. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bosrdman,  Chandler,  Dickerson, 
Lanman,  Morril,  and  Smith  of  South  Carolina. 


Wednesday,  February  26. 

The  Pbesident  communicated  a  letter  from 
B.  Causici,  in  relation  to  a  model  for  a  clock ; 


uiactuf  es,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
sundry  merchants,  and  others,  of  the  eoUectjon 
district  of  Richmond,  in  the  State  of  Viigioia. 

f»rayin^  that  a  Marine  Hospital  may  be  estab- 
ished  in  that  district;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Barboub,  it  was  laid  on  the  table* 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole^  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  aathorize 
the  building  a  lighthouse  at  Cape  Roipain,  in 
South  Carolina,  and  placing  floating  lights  io 
Delaware  Bay,  together  with  the  amendment  pro- 
posed thereto;  and,  the  same  haring  been  agreed 
to,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House,  amoidcd 
accordingly ;  and,  the  amendnomit  being  con- 
curred in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  took  op  such  of  their  ammdmeDtB 
to  the  bill  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of 
the  peace  in  the  District  of  Columbia  as  had  beta 
disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 

After  some  discussion,  the  Senate  insisted  on  so 
much  of  their  amendment  as  exenuits  all  women, 
and  all  men  over  serenty  years,  from  impnsoa- 
ment  under  this  act,  and  receded  from  so  mnchof 
the  said  amendment  as  exempts  other  persons  from 
imprisonment  for  sums  not  exceeding  twenty  dol-^ 
lars. 

The  bill  to  enaUe  the  holders  of  French,  Brtti^h. 
and  Spanish  titles  to  land  within  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  which  have  not  been  recoenised  as 
valid  by  tne  Government  of  the  United  States,  lo 
institute  proceedings  to  Uy  the  validity  thereof, 
and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  national  armory  on  the 
Western  waters  was  read  a  third  tine;  and,  the 
bill  having  been  amended  by  ananimoos  consent, 
it  was  pa»ed. 

Mr.  Pabbott.  from  the  Committee  on  I^val 
Affaire,  to  whicn  was  refetred  the  bill  entitled 
"  An  act  making  appropriationa  for  the  support  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  18337 
reported  the  same,  with  amendments;  which  were 
read ;  and,  on  his  motion,  the  bill,  together  with 
the  amendments,  were  taken  up  and  considered 
as  in  CoDpmittee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-noorrow. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration : 

RtMokciy  That  the  Secratary  of  War  be  directed  to 
lay  before  the  Senate,  dniing  the  present  seMion,  th« 
number  of  officera  and  aokliers  dindiled  in  the  serrin 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  late  war,  who  hate  betn 
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placed  oD  the  peniion  liit  lince  the  lut  seition  of 
GoogTtn,  together  with  their  names,  the  State  to 
whidi  each  one  belongs,  the  amount  of  each  pension, 
It  whit  office  paid,  at  what  time  each  application  was 
aeeepted  at  the  Department,  or  if  any  are  carried  back 
^rond  the  time  of  accepting  their  appHcation,  and 
how  far,  and  whether  thej  are  of  total  or  partial  dis- 
ibility,  and  bow  the  diaaMlity  was  ascertained. 

Agreeablv  to  the  notice  which  he  gave  yester- 
day, Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  moved  that  the 
Senate  now  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  Printer, 
for  the  Seoate,  for  the  next  Congress. 

The  Senate  accordingly  proceeded  to  ballot,  and 
the  following  was  the  result : 

ForGalesdlt  Seaton 40  votes. 

For  other  persons  -.----      3  votes. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  8oath  Carolina,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Anne  Dubord ;  which  was  twice 
read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  first  ameadment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  en- 
titled ^An  act  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  jus- 
tices of  the  peace,  in  the  recovery  of  debts,  in  the 
District  of  Colambia,''  and  agree  to  the  residue 
of  the  said  amendments.  They  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  making  appropriations  for  cer- 
tain fortifications  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
year  18S3,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  a  bill,  entitled 
"  An.act  further  to  prolong  the  continuance  of  the 
Mint  at  Philadelphia  ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
continae  in  force  an  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  regula- 
tiDg  the  currency  within  the  United  States,  of  the 
gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Portugal,  and 
0jpaio,  and  the  crowns  of  France,  and  five  franc 
pcces,'  passed  on  the  29th  day  of  April,  1816,  so 
laras  the  same  relates  to  the  crowns  of  France, 
and  fire  franc  pieces ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
making  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  France, 
Portugal,  and  Spain,  receivable  in  payments  on 
accoont  of  public  lands;"  a  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act 
for  carrving  into  effect  the  Convention  of  Naviga- 
tion and  Commerce  between  the  United  States 
^  France,  concluded  at  Washington,  on  the 
^day  of  June,  1822 ;»  a  bill,  entitled  «<  An  act 
to  amend  the  ordinance,  and  acts  of  Congress,  for 
(he  fovemment  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and 
for  other  purposes  f '  a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  re- 
i^pecting  the  punishment  of  piracy ;"  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  further  to  extend  the  provisions  of 
the  act  entitled  *•  An  act  stipplementary  to  an  act 
entitled  an  act  for  the  relief^  of  the  purchasers  of 
the  pohlic  lands  prior  to  the  first  of  July,  1820 ;' " 
aod,  also,  a  resolution  concerning  the  Indians  in 
the  Territory  of  Florida ;  in  which  bills  and  re- 
solution thej  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Sen- 
ate. The  eight  bills  and  resolution  last  mentioned 
were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  certain  fortifications  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  year  1823,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  the 
bill,  enutled  "  An  act  further  to  prolong  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  mint  at  Philadelphia ;"  the  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act  en- 
tilled  *  An  act  regulating  the  currency  within  the 


United  States  of  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,  and  the  crowns  of 
France,  and  five  franc  pieces,'  passed  on  the  29th 
day  of  April,  1816,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to 
the  crowns  of  France,  and  five  franc  pieces ;" 
and.  also,  the  bill,  entitled  ^^  An  act  making  the 
gola  coins  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Portugal, 
and  Spain,  receivable  in  payments  on  accotmt  of 
public  lands ;"  were  severally  read  the  second 
time  hy  unanimous  consent,  and  respectively  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  Convention  of  Navigation  and  Com- 
merce between  the  United  Slates  and  France, 
coiA;luded  at  Washington,  on  the  24th  day  of 
June,  1822,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

The  bill,  entitled  *<  An  act  further  to  extend  the 
provisions  of  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  supplemen- 
tary to  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
Purchasers  of  the  public  lands  prior  to  the  1st  of 
uly,  1820,'"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  ordi- 
nance and  acts  of  Congress  for  the  government  of 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  *and  for  other  purpo- 
ses ;"  and,  also,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  respect- 
ing the  punishment  of  piracy;"  were  severally 
read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
respectively  refened  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

The  resolution  concerning  the  Indians  in  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  was  read  the  second  time, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Benton,  the  Senate  resumed, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  authorize  the  recorder  of  land  titles 
in  the  State  of  Missouri  to  examine  into  the  num- 
ber and  state  of  the  unconfirmed  French  and 
Spanish  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  and 
to  report  the  same  to  the  Congress  at  their  next 
session  ;  and  the  same  having  been  amended,  it 
was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly ;  and,  the 
amendment  being  concurred  io,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives^  supple- 
mentary to  the  acts  providing  pensions  for  Revo- 
lutionary services. 

[This  bill  provides,  principally,  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  shall  restore  to  the  list  of  pensioners 
the  name  of  any  person  who  may  have  been,  or 
hereafter  shall  be,  stricken  therefrom,  in  pursuance 
of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  1st  day  of  May,  1820, 
if  such  person,  so  stricken  from  the  list  of  pen- 
sioners, has  heretofore  furnished,  or  hereafter  shall 
furnish,  evidence,  in  pursuamse  of  the  provisions 
of  said  act,  to  satisfy  the  Secretary  of  War  that 
he  is  in  such  indigent  circumstances,  as  to  be 
unable  to  support  himself  without  the  assistance 
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of  his  country.  The  third  section  provides  that 
provisions  granted  upon  other  and  different  sche- 
dules than  those  heretofore  exhibited  by  the  same 
applicants,  shall  commence  from  the  time  such 
schedules  shall  be  filed  in  court.  In  addition  to 
these  provisions,  a  clause  has  been  adopted  in  the 
Senate,  reducing  twenty  per  cent,  all  pensions 
which  have  heretofore,  or  may  hereafter  be,  al- 
lowed.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kelly,  the  third  section  was 
stricken  out,  and  a  substitute  adopted,  providing 
that  no  pension  hereafter  allowed  under  this  act 
on  claims  heretofore  filed,  shall  commence  prior 
to  the  passage  of  this  act ;  and  that  all  other  pen- 
sions hereafter  allowed  shall  commence  from  the 
time  of  completing  the  proof.  • 

Mr.  Kellt  oftered  another  amendment  pro- 
posing to  equalize  the  pensions  of  the  officers  and 
privates,  after  the  4th  of  September  next ;  but  this 
proposition  was  negatived. 

On  these  amendments,  and  on  the  merits  of 
the  bill  itself,  much  debate  took  place,  in  which 
Messrs.  Kellt,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Tayloe  of 
Virginia,  Van  Buren,  Macon, and  Noble,  largely 
participated. 

Mr.  Kelly,  of  Alabama,  said  that,  having  here- 
tofore moved  the  reconsideration  of  this  bill,  he 
considered  it  a  duty  to  the  nation,  the  Senate,  and 
himself,  to  explain  the  grounds  upon  which  he 
had  acted,  ana  the  reasons  by  which  he  was  now 
governed.  When  this  bill  was  called  up  for  con- 
sideration in  the  Senate,  said  Mr.  K.,  1  had  not 
examined  its  particular  provisions,  nor  had  I  ex- 
amined the  acts  of  1818  and  1820,  on  the  subject 
of  Revolntionarv  pensions.  The  act  of  1818  gave 
a  pension  of  eight  dollars  a  month  to  soldiers,  and 
twenty  to  officers,  in  the  continental  line,  who 
had  served  nine  months  during  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  and  were  in  such  reduced  circum- 
stances as  to  need  the  aid  of  their  country. 

Under  this  law,  twenty-nine  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  persons  applied  for  pen- 
sons;  and,  of  that  number,  eighteen  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-eight  were  successful. 
In  1820,  apprehending  that  frauds  had  been  com- 
mitted, all  pensions  granted  under  the  act  of  1818 
were  suspended  until  schedules  of  the  propertv  of 
each  pensioner  should  be  taken  and  returned  to 
the  War  Department. 

On  the  return  of  the  schedule,  the  Secretary  of 
War  was  directed  to  continue  such  as,  in  his  opin- 
ion, were  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  act  of  1818, 
and  strike  from  the  list  such  as  were  not.  Under 
this  act  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  were  continued,  and  two  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight,  who  returned  schedules, 
were  stricken  trom  the  list,  because  they  had 
too  much  property,  and  four  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-one  have  not  yet  returned  sche- 
dules. The  first  section  of  the  present  bill  re- 
quires the  Secretary  to  re-examine  the  cases  of 
those  stricken  from  the  list,  and  if  now  found  to 
be  sufficiently  poor,  to  replace  them  on  the  pen- 
sion list.  The  second  section  relates  to  the  mode 
of  making  proof,  where  the  applicant  is  unable  to 
attend  court.    The  third  section  regulates  the  time 


at  which  the  pensions  of  those  hereafter  placed 
on  the  list  shall  commence.  And  the  fourth  sec^ 
tion,  from  and  after  the  4th  of  September  next, 
reduces  all  pensions  under  the  acts  aforesaid, 
twenty  per  cent.  My  object  was,  in  the  vote 
heretofore  given,  to  relieve  the  Treasury  from 
part  of  the  enormous  burden  of  the  Revolotionary 
pension  list,  already  swelled  to  upwards  of  9lr 
000,000 ;  and  I  voted  against  the  bill,  under  the 
belief  that  my  object  would  be  effected.  I  was 
not  as  well  satisfied  at  the  time^  as  I  would  wish 
to  be,  when  voting  upon  all  subjects  of  such  im- 
portance. 

Although  the  subject  may  have  been,  and  per- 
haps was.  well  elucidated  in  the  former  debate, 
yet  I  had  not  time  to  make  calculations  for  my- 
self ;  and,  amidst  the  conflict  of  opinioos,  then 
advanced,  I  am  now  satisfied  that  I  came  to  an 
erroneous  conclusion.  It  was  urged  on  one  hand, 
that,  to  pass  the  bill  would  open  an  additional 
drain  upon  the  Treasury  for  two  or  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars;  and,  on  the  other,  it  was  con- 
tended, that  it  would  save  that  much,  or  more, 
annually.  To  ascertain  which  of  these  opimDDs 
is  correct,  it  is  necessary  to  examine  the  provis- 
ions of  the  present  bill  with  some  care. 

Who  can  be  placed  on  the  pension  list  fay  it 
that  could  not  otnerwise  get  on  ?  The  answer  to 
this  question  is  obvious  and  easv.  The  2,328  who 
have  returned  schedules,  and  been  stricken  from 
the  list,  may  get  replaced.  I  think  it  a  fair  pre- 
sumption, that  a  greater  proportion  of  that  oass 
will  succeed  in  getting  replaced  than  any  other 
description  of  ap^cants.  Admit,  for  argument, 
that  tne  whole  number,  will  be  replaeei^  and  it 
wilL  require  something  upwards  of  ^fSWfiOO  to 
pay  them.  This  sum,  then,  is  the  greatest  possi- 
ble expenditure  that  can  be  incurrd  by  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  in  question. 

How  will  the  case  stand  in  the  event  of  rqec- 
tion  ?  In  the  first  place  the  4,221,  who  were  on 
the  list,  and  have  not  yet  returned  schedules  on- 
der  the  act  of  1820,  may  do  so  at  any  time  they 
choose,  as  they  are  daily  and  patrioti<^y  becom- 
ing poor  enough  to  pass  muster ;  and  whenever 
their  poverty  is  established  seemkium  artemj  the 
law  is  inexorable,  and  the  Secretary  must  replace 
them  on  the  list ;  and,  in  that  event,  they  draw 
their  pension  back  to  1820.  the  date  of  their  last 
payment.    There  are  also  the  11,109  rejected  ap- 

Elicants  under  the  law  of  1818.  They  may  also 
ecome  poor  enough  to  succeed ;  and,  if  so,  their 
pension  will  commence  from  the  time  of  filing 
their  affidavit  in  court — in  many  cases,  as  far 
back  as  1818,  and  in  all  prior  to  1820.  These 
two  classes  amount  to  15,430.  Will  they  con- 
tinue their  efforts  ?  The  nature  of  man  forbids 
the  idea  of  their  idleness  in  worming  themselves 
into  the  Treasury.  The  temptation  of  receiving 
several  hundred  dollars  at  one  time  is  too  strong 
to  be  resisted.  Property  will  disappear  in  a  thou- 
sand honesi  ways,  and  poverty  will  be  achieved 
when  so  great  a  reward  awaits  it.  How  many  of 
these  15,330  will  reappear,  it  is  impossible  to  say ; 
but  it  is  surely  a  safe  calculation  to  suppose,  that 
at  least  as  many  of  that  number  will  get  on  tiie 
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list  as  there  will  of  the  2,529  provided  for  by  the 
present  bill;  and  if  so,  it  is  obvious  that,  as  the 
case  DOW  stands,  it  will  reqaire  at  least  three 
times  the  sam  to  pay  them,  as  they  will  be  enti- 
tled to  three  years'  pension  whenever  replaced  on 
the  list. 

It  never  could  have  been  the  intention  of  tbe 
act  of  1818  to  place  so  much  money  in  the  bands 
of  the  pension^  at  one  time.  The  present  bill 
guards  against  that  result,  and  I  consider  it  of 
great  importance  to  the  country  to  legislate  on 
that  subject  In  a  fiscal  point  of  view,  thereby 
cuning  off  these  back  pensions,  a  sum  will  bie 
saTed  to  the  Treasury  more  than  sufficient  to  pay 
so  many  as  may  get  on  the  list  by  the  provisions 
of  this  bill. 

I  believe,  Mr.  President,  that  the  third  section 
of  tbe  bill  does  not  express  the  sense  of  the  Sen- 
ate in  relation  to  back  pensions.  If  I  am  not  mis- 
taken, the  Senate  intended  to  destroy  their  retro- 
active quality  in  all  cases.  As  that  section  now 
stands,  such  pensions  as  may  be  allowed  on  sched- 
oles  already  filed,  will  not  be  covered  by  its  lan- 
enaffe,  and  of  course  such  cases  will  be  regulated 
by  the  former  laws  on  the  subject.  I  wish  myself 
to  prevent  the  retroaction  in  all  cases,  and  shall 
therefore  propose  a  substitute  for  that  section  be- 
fore tbe  vote  is  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

I  wish  to  modify  the  bill  in  other  respects,  and 
make  a  further  rrauction  of  the  amount  of  pen- 
sions, being  well  convinced  that  the  sum  allowed 
is  too  large,  even  when  reduced  twenty  per  cent., 
and,  if  the  rules  of  the  Senate  will  admit,  I  would 
propose  a  substitute  for  the  amendment  adopted 
tbe  other  day  in  relation  to  the  reduction  or  20 

Ser  cent.,  reducing  the  soldiers  still  lower,  and  re- 
ncing  the  officers  to  the  same  sum  allowed  the 
soldier.  [Here  the  President  informed  Mr.  Kelly 
thai  it  was  too  late  to  move  a  reconsideration  of 
the  rote  on  tbe  amendment,  as  more  than  three 
days  had  elapsed.] 

As  I  am  precluded  by  the  rules  of  correct  legis- 
lation, said  Mr.  K.,  from  approaching  my  object 
in  that  way,  I  must  abandon  a  further  reduction 
as  to  the  soldiers,  and  move  an  additional  section 
to  tbe  bill  in  relation  to  the  officers.  The  differ- 
nce  made  between  them  in  the  act  of  1818,  is 
unjust  itself,  and  destitute  of  any  rational  founda- 
tion. I  grant^  while  in  service,  and  for  time  after- 
'vards,  there  is  a  difference  that  ought  to  be  ob- 
served;  but,  after  mingling  with  the  world  for 
forty  years,  every  trace  of  difference  must  be  oblit- 
oated.  and  entirely  destroyed.  Have  not  some  of 
the  officers  degraded  theinselves,  by  intemperance 
and  other  vicet*  ?  And  have  not  many  of  the  sol- 
diers attained  the  highest  honors  and  distinctions 
of  their  country  ?  Where,  then,  is  the  ground  of 
distiaetion  7  There  is  none  in  the  character  or 
merit  of  the  parties,  and  there  should  be  none  in 
tbe  bounty  of  the  Government.  If  reduced  to 
want,  the  same  sum  will  spread  a  frugal  repast 
for  an  officer  that  will  for  a  soldier. 

No  difference  should  have  been  ma<lc  originally, 
and,  notwithstanding  it  has  been  done  by  a  former 
Congress,  I  not  only  feel  authorized,  but  bound, 
by  the  strong  dictate  of  duty,  to  urge  its-abolition. 


by  reducing  tbe  officers  to  the  sum  allowed  to  the 
soldiers. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  the  faith  of  the  Gov- 
ernment is  pledged  upon  this  subject,  and  that  a 
reduction  or  the  sum  promised  involves  its  viola- 
tion.   I  am  not  of  that  opinion. 

I  admit,  in  its  full  and  fair  eitent,  the  obli^tion 
of  the  Government  to  respect,  under  all  circum- 
stances, the  rights  of  property  in  the  citizen.  It 
is  upon  that  basis  that  free  Government  is  erected. 
It  is  the  criterion  byr  which  it  is  distinguished  from 
despotism ;  but,  while  I  admit  this  principle,  and 
acknowledge  its  influence,  I  feel  bound  to  examine 
with  care  the  case  on  which  it  is  to  operate. 

By  the  rules  of  the  civil  law,  the  fairness  and 
deliberation  with  which  the  assent  was  given, 
constituted  the  essence  of  the  obligation.  Try  the 
case  by  this  rule : 

In  1818  the  Treasurv  was  full,  and  the  nation, 
like  a  generous  spendtnnf^.  sougnt  objects  of  mu- 
nificence. It  was  thought  the  few  remaining 
heroes  of  the  Revolution  could  be  rendered  com- 
fortable in  the  evening  of  life,  by  applying  at  tbe 
utmost  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annuin 
of  the  public  money;  and  those  who  passed  the 
law  of  ldl8»  had  no  idea  that  more  than  that  sum 
would  be  required. 

They  deliberately  promised  to  go  that  far,  but 
unfortunatelv  used  general  and  unguarded  terms, 
which,  by  saa  experience,  has  been  found  to  require 
an  expenditure  of  almost  five  times  the  sum  ex- 
pected to  be  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  of  the 
act.  Can  it  be  said  the  nation  oeliberately  and 
fairly  promised  to  appropriate  one  million  eisht 
bunared  thousand  per  annum?  Did  such  an  iuea 
enter  the  minds  of  those  who  passed  the  law  ?  It 
cannot  be  believed  for  a  moment.  The  clear  mis- 
take as  to  the  number  of  pensioners  destroys  the 
fairness  of  the  promise,  and  strips  the  transaction 
of  that  sacred  character  which  had  been  eiven  to 
it  in  alignment.  By  the  common  law.  tne  con- 
sideration upon  wnich  a  promise  is  rounded  is 
essential  to  its  validity. 

What  is  the  consideration  here  ?  Not  the  pay 
they  earned  during  the  war  that  had  either  been 
received,  or  the  claim  for  it  existed  against  the 
Government  in  the  form  of  a  specific  debt,  and 
would  have  been  so  paid,  if  such  had  been  the 
case.  The  truth  is,  there  is  no  consideration ;  it 
originally  was,  and  yet  is,  a  mere  gratuity  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  and,  unless  some  rule  can 
DC  found  which  will  bind  the  Government,  when 
an  individual  would  not  be  bound  by  a  promise 
made  under  similar  circumstances,  there  is  no 
ground  for  charging  the  Government  with  a  breach 
of  faith  in  reducing  the  pensions  so  unguardedly 
and  unfortunately  promised. 

It  will  not  be  pretended  that  an  individual  would 
not  be  at  liberty  to  withhold  or  reduce  these  pen- 
sions, if  be  had  promised  to  pay  them  instead  of 
the  Government.  The  known  maxim — "ea;  nudo 
pado  wm  oritur  actio^^ — ^would  protect  biro,  and 
give  him  the  control  of  tbe  subject,  until  tbe  money 
was  paid — when  paid,  the  right  to  hold  it  would 
be  complete,  and  not  till  then.  A  voluntary  gift, 
if  delivered,  is  good ;  but,  if  not  delivered,  may  be 
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revoked.  The  contract,  if  it  may  be  so  called,  is 
DOt  bindiDg  UDtil  it  is  executed  by  delivery  of  the 
sum  promised.  Suppose  the  act  of  1818  had  given, 
or  rather  promised,  a  million  of  dollars  to  each 
pensioner,  will  any  one  pretend  that  the  nation, 
at  the  expense  of  irredeemable  beggary,  would  be 
bound  to  fulfil  such  a  promise?  Could  public 
faith  be  pressed  into  service  in  such  a  case  ?  Could 
it  be  said  that  the  President  should  be  mustered 
out  of  service,  the  temple  of  justice  closed,  and 
the  hall  of  legislation  abandoned?  Should  all 
the  institutions  of  the  country  be  sacrificed,  for 
fear  of  being  charged  with  a  violation  of  public 
faith  ?  In  such  a  case  there  can  be  but  one  opinion. 
The  recuperative  energies  of  the  nation  should  be 
manifested  in  revoking  the  rash  promise.  This 
mav,  he  said,  be  reasoning  from  an  extreme  case. 
Still,  the  case  supposed,  and  that  under  considera- 
tion, are  parallel  in  all  their  principles.  They 
differ  only  in  the  extent  of  enormity.  In  the  one 
case  the  revenue  would  be  entirely  diverted  from 
its  legitimate  destination;  and  in  the  other,  it 
would  be  so  far  crippled  as  to  compel  the  nation 
to  borrow  the  means  of  living  in  time  of  peace. 

Can  such  a  state  of  things  be  sustained  ?  Can 
this  nation  borrow  the  means  of  support,  and  con- 
tinue to  exist  ? 

Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  President,  I  am  well  satis- 
fied that  the  pensions  in  question  may*  be  reduced, 
without  impugning  or  impairing  public  faitb.  The 
next  question  relates  to  the  policy  of  the  measure: 
Upon  this  part  of  the  case,  it  cannot  be  said  that 
Congress  intended  to  do  more  by  the  act  of  1818, 
than  to  furnish  the  objects  of  their  bounty  with  a 
frugal  supply  of  the  table.  Money  was  more 
abundant  then  than  at  any^  other  period  of  our  his- 
tory, and  the  price  of  living  proportionablv  high. 
The  sum  allowed  was  graduated  by  the  folly  and 
extravagance  of  the  times,  and  although  Congress 
have  mentioned  a  given  number  of  dollars,  still  I 
think  it  obvious,  that  they  intended  only  to  give  the 
means  of  a  comfortable  and  fruj^al  support ;  so  far 
from  impugning  public  faith,  it  will  be  carrying 
the  real  mtention  of  the  law  into  fair  and  vigorous 
execution,  to  allow  as  much  money  now  as  would 
procure,  at  the  present  reduced  price  of  living,  as 
comfortable  a  support  as  the  sum  allowed  in  1818 
would  then  command. 

The  soldier  can  have  no  well-founded  cause  of 
complaint  in  adopting  this  course.  I  feel  con- 
vinced that  he  would  be  satisfied  with  it. 

I  do  not  hesitate  to  avow  that  I  «m  opposed  to 
the  policy  in  which  the  act  of  1818  originated. 
The  avowed  object  of  the  law  was  to  enlarge  the 
circle  of  human  happiness.  My  observation  on 
the  movements  of  human  nature,  forbids  the  belief 
that  that  Utopian  notion  ever  nas,  or  can  be  re- 
alized bv  the  distribution  of  public  money.  I  en- 
tertain tne  fullest  conviction,  that,  on  the  contrary, 
human  vices  have  been  cultivated,  and  human 
misery  extended,  by  the  law  in  question  j  and  that 
the  same  consequences  will  follow  every  visionary 
attempt  of  the  kind — ^that  the  retailer  and  tapster 
have  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  the  law.  and  the  im- 
mediate objects  of  its  l)ounty  have  oecome  more 
vicious  and  miserable  tjian  they  were  at  its  passage. 


I  am  clearly  then  in  favor  of  reducing  this  item 
of  publ  ic  expenditure.  Will  the  present  bill  achieve 
my  object?  Two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  may,  by  itsf  operation,  get  on  the  li&t. 
who  could  not  otherwise  succeed.  If  they  do,  it 
will  require  about  $250,282  per  annum,  to  pay 
them.  I  think  it  within  the  limits  of  moderation 
to  suppose,  that  at  least  as  many  of  the  15,330  wiii 
succeed  in  getting  on  under  the  existing  law;  and 
if  so,  by  cutting  off  their  years  df  back  pensions, 
there  will  be  three  times  the  amount  saved,  on  that 
score,  as  will  be  expended  on  the  other.  If  my 
proposition,  to  reduce  the  officers  to  a  level  with 
the  soldiers,  shall  prevail,  there  will  be  a  further 
saving  of  upwards  of  $25,000.  And  while  upon 
this  part  of  the  subject,  I  beg  the  Senate  to  remem- 
ber, that,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  the  officers  re- 
ceived five  years'  full  pay  from  the  Government. 

Independent,  then,  of  the  reduction  of  twenty 
per  cent,  upon  all  pensions  under  consideration,  I 
think  it  is  clear,  that  more  would  be  saved  than 
expended  by  pajssinff  the  present  law.  But  suppose 
I  am  mistaken  in  all  this — that  all  the  expend uure, 
and  none  of  the  saving  will  ensue,  still  it  is  obvi- 
ous, that  the  reduction  of  twenty  per  cent,  will  ef- 
fect a  saving  of  a  great  deal  more  than  the  expen- 
diture required  by  the  bill.  I  deem  it  unnecessary 
to  trouble  the  Senate  with  a  particular  estimate 
on  this  subject.  The  result  is  too  palpable  to  be 
overlooked.  To  effect  these  savings  to  the  Trea- 
sury, I  am  willing  to  give  those  who  have  been 
stricken  off,  under  the  act  of  1820,  an  opportunity 
to  be  relieved  and  replaced  on  the  list.  I  am  the 
less  opposed  to  this  feature  of  the  bill,  because  it  is 
said  to  cover  the  most  meritorious  class  of  pension- 
ers. It  covers,  as  it  is  said,  the  frugal,  the  temper- 
ate, and  the  industrious,  who  had  saved  tneir 
receipts,  and  converted  them  into  property — the 
schedule  of  which,  when  returned,  excluded  them 
from  the  further  bounty  of  the  country ;  while  the 
sons  of  Bacchus,  who  swallowed  their  bounty  a:> 
fast  as  it  was  received,  were  poor  enough  to  retain 
their  places  on  the  list.  This  account  is  probable 
in  itself,  and  I  am  not  inclined  to  question  its  cor- 
rectness. 

Well  satisfied,  Mr.  President,  that  my  former 
vote  was  erroneous,  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportu- 
nity now  offered  to  correct  that  error,  by  giving  a 
different  one.  I  wish,  however,  to  make  the  btU 
more  acceptablci  by  r^ucing  the  sum  allowed  to 
officers,  and  therefore  move  the  adoption  of  an 
amendment  to  that  effect. 

The  question  being  taken  on  ordering  the  bill, 
as  amended,  to  be  read  a  third  time,  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

Yi AS— Mann.  Barton,  Boardmaa,  Chandler,  Dkk» 
erton,  D'Wolf,  Findiay,  Hoknet  of  Mmiaa,  Johnoott 
of  Kentucky,  Kellj,  Kuig  of  New  York,  Knisbt,  Lu- 
maot  Mills,  Iforrii,  Palmer,  Parrott*  Rogglfla.  BejmoBrt 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Thona^ 
and  Van  Boren— A4» 

Natb— Measia.  Barbour,  Benton,  Brown*  of  l^oum 
iana.  Brown  of  Ohio,  Eaton,  EllioU,  GaiUard,  H 
of  Miaaisaippi,  Johnaon  of  Loaiaiana,  King  of  AlaL. 
Llojd  of  MaijIaBd,  Lk>yd  of  Maaaachoaatta,  htm 
NoUa,  Smith  of  South  CaioUna,  Taylor  of  Indiao 
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Tajkt  of  Virginia,  Ware,  WillUma  of  Miaaitstppi, 
aod  WiiliauM  of  Toaoeasee — 20. 

In  Executwe  Sessicm. 

The  following  Measage  was  received  from  the 
Pjjkidbht  op  the  United  States  : 
ntk  SenaU  9fike  Untied  States  .- 

By  «  Rwhition  of  the  37th  of  December  last,  the 
Pitsident  of  the  United  States  was  requested  to  com- 
Duiate  to  the  Senate,  each  information  aa  he  might 
poMi,  reipecliDg  the  political  state  of  the  Island  of 
St.Doaiago;  whether  the  government  thereof  was 
rlaiad  bjr  any  European  nation,  what  oor  coramer* 
ciai  rekibos  with  the  government  of  the  island  were, 
ioA  vkher  any  further  commercial  relations  with 
ilittioremment  would  be  consistent  with  the  intereat 
aadsiky  of  the  United  States. 

Frao  the  import  of  the  resolution,  it  is  inferreJ  that 
it<S«*te  were  fully  aware  of  the  delicate  and  intcr- 
'jt-BgMtare  of  the  subject  embraced  by  it,  in  all  its 
sranche?.  The  call  supposes  something  peculiar  in 
tte  Dttore  of  (he  government  of  that  island,  and  in  the 
tfciwierof  its  population,  to  which  attention  is  due. 
laprwed  slwsys  with  an  anxious  desire  to  meet  every 
till  of  either  Hoose  for  information,  I  most  willingly 
^^  in  this  instance,  and  with  a  view  to  the  parti- 
cshrdreamstaneea  alluded  to. 

la  adfertiDg  to  the  political  state  of  St.  Domingo,  I 
i»je  to  observe,  that  the  whole  island  is  now  united 
ma  one  government,  under  a  constitntioa  which 
MumOm  sovereignty  in  the  hands  of  the  people  of 
nbMJul  with  provisions  which  prohibit  the  empby- 
ant  in  the  government,  of  all  white  persons  who  have 
es^Snted  there  since  1816,  or  who  may  hereafter 
»isnic  there;  and  which  prohibit,  also,  the  acquisi* 
i»i  bj  fcuch  persons,  of  the  right  of  citizenship,  or  to 
rni  MUte  in  the  island.  In  the  exercise  of  this  sov- 
ereigDtj,  the  government  has  not  been  molested  by 
oj  European  Power.  No  invasion  of  the  island  has 
^ea  nude,  or  attempted,  by  any  Power.  It  is,  how- 
"^ff,  Qodentood,  that  the  relations  between  the  Gov- 
cniEeot  of  France  and  the  island  have  not  been  ad- 
.^rted,  ihst  ita  independence  has  not  been  recognised 
^fruce,  nor  has  peace  been  formally  established 
»»«a  the  parties. 

j^  ntablishment  of  a  government  of  a  people  of 
^»iiB  the  island,  on  the  principles  above  stated, 
"iff*  disttncUy,  the  idea  of  a  separate  interest,  and 
■<wnaor  other  nations.  Had  that  jeakmsy  been 
"^'M  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  parent  country,  it 
*^^lave  been  less  an  object  of  attention.  Bat,  by 
^^^^  it  to  the  inhahitaote  of  other  countries,  with 
"o^  ae  diflerenoe  ever  existed,  the  policy  aesames  a 
^^er  which  does  not  admit  of  a  like  explanation, 
^^vUt  extent  that  spirit  may  be  indulged,  or  to 
^H'pppoies  applied*  our  experience  has  yet  been 
^  'Jciicd  to  enaUe  ua  to  form  a  just  estimate.  These 
I'e  us^oinei  more  peenliarly Interesting  to  the  neigh- 
J^'-af  itltods.  They,  nevertheless,  deserve  the  atten- 
'^^•^ihe  United  States. 

J^cen  the  United  Statea  and  Uie  island  a  com- 
T[^  mtereovrseexbte,  and  will  continue  to  be  the 
^ of  thii  Government  to  promote  it.  Our  commerce 
^'^  btt  been  Mibjacted  to  higher  duties  than  have 
^Hl^posed  on  like  articles  from  aome  other  na- 
^  h  has,  nevertheless,  been  extensive  ;  proceed- 
2^  the  wante  of  the  respeetive  parties,  and  the 
r^Vn^  ^  oof  dtiaaos.  Of  tiiia  diicrimination  to 
**  «J«yi  «t  had  a  nght  to  complaiB,  and  have  com- 


plained. It  is  expected  that  our  commercial  inter- 
course with  the  island  will  be  placed  on  the  footing  of 
the  most  favored  nation.  No  preference  is  sought  in 
our  fevor,  nor  ought  any  to  be  given  to  others.  Re- 
garding the  high  interest  of  our  happy  Union,  and 
looking  to  every  circumstance  which  may,  by  any  pos- 
sibility, affect  the  tranquillity  of  any  part,  however 
remotely,  and  guarding  against  such  injury,  by  suit- 
able precautions,  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Government  to 
promote,  by  all  the  means  in  ite  power,  and  by  a  fair 
and  honorable  policy,  the  best  interest  of  every  other 
part,  and  thereby  of  the  whole.  Feeling,  profoundly, 
the  force  of  this  obligation,  I  shall  continue  to  exert, 
with  unwearied  zeal,  my  best  facilities  to  give  it 
effect. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
FxaarAaT  26,  1823. 

The  Message  was  laid  on  the  table  for  consid- 
eration. 


Thursday,  February  27. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill,  entided  *^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles 
Carr,  of  Kentucky,  late  paymaster  to  Colonel 
Wj'lliam  Dudley's  reffiment  of  Kentucky  miliUa;" 
and,  also,  the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
gradual  armament  of  the  new  fortresses  of  the 
United  Slates,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Babbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  carrying  into  effect  the  Convention 
of  Navigation  and  Commerce  between  the  United 
Stales  and  France,  concluded  at  Waahiogton,  on 
the  24th  day  of  June,  1822,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
''  An  act  farther  to  prolong  the  continuance  of 
the  Mint  at  Philaddpbia ;"  the  bill,  entitled  <<An 
act  making  the  gold  coins  of  Qreat  Britain, 
France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,"  reeeiTable  in  pay- 
ment on  account  of  public  lands ;"  the  bill,  enti- 
tled ^  An  act  to  continue  in  .force  an  act  entitled 
*  An  act  regulating  the  currency,  within  the  Uni- 
ted States,  of  the  gold  coins  of  Qreat  Britain, 
France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,  and  the  crowns  of 
France,  and  five  franc  pieces,'  passed  on  the  29th 
day  of  April,  1816,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to 
the  crowns  of  France,  and  fire  franc  pieces;" 
and,  also,  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  abolish  the 
office  of  measurer,"  reported  the  same,  respec- 
tively, without  amendment. 

Mr.  HoLM«s,  of  Maine,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  making  further  appropriations  for  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year 
1823,"  reported  the  same,  with  amendments; 
which  were  read. 

Mr.  RuGOLBs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Henry  Lee,  one  of  the  sureties  of 
John  Ricaud,  late  a  paymaster  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States ;"  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for 
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the  relief  of  James  Rees,  of  New  York,  ooe  of  the 
sureties  of  Joseph  H.  Rees.  deceased,  late  assistant 
deputy  paymaster  geoerai  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States ;"  and,  also,  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  PoUv  L.  Campbell,  widow  of 
Colonel  John  B.  Campbell,  deceased,  late  of  the 
11th  regiment  of  United  States  infantry,"  re- 
ported the  same,  respectively,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  AflSiirs,  to  whicn  was  referred  the 
resolution  concerning  the  Indians  in  the  Territory 
of  Florida,  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration : 

Rtaoltedy  Thst  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  be,  and  be  ia  hereby,  instructed  and  di- 
rected to  prepare  and  lay  before  the  Senate,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  their  next  session,  maps  of  the  teveral 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  Mississippi, 
Alabama,  and  Louisiana,  and  of  the  Territories  of 
Michigan,  Arkansas,  and  Florida,  which  maps  shall 
contain  plats  of  the  public  land  within  the  aiforesaid 
States  and  Territories  which,  belbre  the  first  day  of 
the  year  1823,  had  been  surveyed  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,  marking  upon  the  maps,  afore* 
said,  the  land,  the  Indian  title  to  which,  at  the  date 
aforesaid,  was  not  extinguished  ;  and  distinguishing, 
by  colors,  upon  the  plats  aforesaid,  the  land  granted  to 
the  Army,  the  land  sold  by  the  United  States,  the  land 
granted  to  occupants  or  confirmed  to  persons  claiming 
under  British,  French,  or  Spanish  titles,  and,  also,  the 
land  sarveyed,  as  aforesaid,  which,  at  the  date  afore- 
said, remained  to  be  sold  ;  stating  liKewise,  the  com- 
puted number  of  acres  of  each  of  the  enumerated 
classes  of  land,  and  the  number  of  acres  which,  at  the 
date  aforesaid,  had  been  surrendered  to  the  United 
States  under  any  law  passed  for  the  relief  of  the  pur* 
chaser*  of  public  land  ;  together  with  a  statement  of 
the  amount  of  debt,  at  the  date  aforesaid,  due  to  the 
United  States  from  purchasers  of  public  land  within 

*  the  respective  States  and  Territories  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
Staniford,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law  aathor- 
izing  the  equitable  settlement  of  his  accounts. 
The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  Com* 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  amend  the  ordinance  and 
acts  of  Congress  for  the  government  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and, 
also,  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  respecting  the  pun- 
ishment of  piracy,"  reported  the  same,  respective- 
ly, without  amendment. 

Oa  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina, 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  memorial  of  Edward  DeKra£fi;  the 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  praying 
a  dijfierenc  organization  of  the  United  States' 
court  for  said  State ;  the  memorial  of  Herkimer 
Sternberg,  and  others,  praying  certain  amend- 
ments to  the  patent  laws ;  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  in  relation  to  the  Territory  of  Florida ;  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  for  dividing  the  State  of 
Alabama  into  two  judicial  districts ;  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  judiciary  svs- 

*  tern  of  the  United  States ;  and,  also,  the  resolu- 


tion of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  public  moneys 
in  the  hands  of  clerks  of  courts,  attorneys,  and 
marshals ;  were  discharged  from  the  further  cod* 
sideration  thereof  respectively. 

The  Pre8II>ent  communicated  the  credentials 
of  Nicholas  Ware,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
LfCgislature  of  Qeorgia  for  the  term  of  six  years, 
commencing  on  the  fourth  dav  of  March  next ; 
which  were  read,  and  laid  on  file. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  further  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  en- 
titled 'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of 
the  public  lands  prior  to  the  first  July,  1820,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Ri7GGLE8,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Nimrod  Farrow  and  Richard 
Harris,*'  reported  the  same,  with  an  amendment, 
which  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  26th  instant,  in  relation  to  certain 
pensioners;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  on  the  pe- 
tition of  John  Mitchell ;  and  in  concorrence  there- 
with, resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  | 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1823,'' 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  bf 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Aifidrs;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Parrott,  the  further  consideration 
thereot  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Parrott,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  Senate  will  give  precedence  to  the  bills 
on  the  orders  of  the  day,  which  have  originated 
in  the  Senate,  and  will  take  them  up  in  their  r^* 
ular  order. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  abolish  im- 
prisonment for  debt,  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Mills,  they  were  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  rmilate  the 
collecting  of  debts  in  the  District  of  Ck>lumbia ; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Barbour,  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplemental 
to  an  {ict,  entitled  **An  act  to  authorize  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners  to  lay  out  the  road 
therein  mentioned ;"  and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  Don  Harpin  de  la  Gautrais ;  and, 
on  motion,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bili'  to  authorize  the  Recorder  of  Land 
Titles  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  to  examine  ioto 
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he  nomber  and  state  of  the  unconfirmed  French 
and  Spanish  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Missoari, 
and  to  report  the  same  to  the  Congress,  at  their 
next  session,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
The  bill  to  authorize  the  building  a  lighthouse 
at  Cape  Romain,  in  South  Carolina,  and  placing 
floating  lights  in  Delaware  Bay,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bUl,  entitled  "An  act 
supplementary  to  the  acts  to  provide  for  certain 
persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  service  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  Revolutionary  war," 
baring  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrosed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  as  amend- 
ed, and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  that  part  of  the  first  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
extend  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace,  in 
the  recoverr  of  debts,  in  the  District  of  Columbia," 
on  which  the  Senate  have  insisted.  They  concur 
in  all  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  acts  to  pro- 
vide for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and 
naval  service  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,"  except  that  which  proposes  a  fourth 
section,  to  which  they  disagree. 

They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  pro- 
viding for  the  examination  of  the  titles  to  land  in 
that  part  of  the  Stateof  Louisiana  situa  ted  between 
the  Rio  Hondo  and  the  Sabine  river ;  a  bill,  en- 
titled ^^An  act  to  amend  ^An  act  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Territorial  government  in  Florida,'  and 
for  other  purposes ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  and  empower  the  Secretary  of  the  De- 
partment of  the  Treasnry  to  sell  the  public  lots, 
and  other  property,  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  public  build- 
ioes;''  and^  also,  a  resolution  to  direct  the  with- 
holding of  the  compensation  of  certain  prize 
agents ;  in  which  bills  and  resolution  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  said  fonr  bills  and  resolution  were  read, 
and  severally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  public  buildings,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  biU,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  *Anactfor 
the  ertaUishment  of  a  Territorial  government  in 
Florida,'  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  ex- 
amination of  the  titles  to  land  in  that  part  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana  situated  between  the  Rio 
Hondo  and  the  Sabine  river,  was  read  the  second 
time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Liands. 
,  On  motion,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  toauthor- 
tte  and  empower  the  Secretary  of  the  Department 
of  the  Treasury  to  sell  the  public  lots,  and  other 
property,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,"  was  read  the  second  time 
I7th  CoK.  2d  Se88 10  . 


by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  resolution  to  direct  the  withholding  of  the 
compensation  of  certain  prize  agents,  was  read  the 
second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Southard,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
John  S.  Stiles,  executor  of  George  Stiles,  deceased, 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  made  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  S. 
Stiles,  executor  of  Greorge  Stiles,  deceased.  The 
report  and  bill  were  read,  and  the  bill  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Jddiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  discharge  of  John  Burgin 
from  imprisonment,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  propos- 
ing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,in  relation  to  internal  improvement; 
and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

As  this  was  the  last  day  on  which,  by  the  joint 
rules  of  the  two  Houses,  either  House  could  trans- 
mit to  the  other  any  bill  for  concurrence — 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration, 
successively  of  the  following  bills^  which  were 
severally  examined  and  discussed  m  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  were  subsequently  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to  day,  viz :  A 
bill  to  continue  in  force  an  act  to  provide  for  re- 
ports of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court ;  a 
Dill  for  the  relief  of  Taylor  Berry ;  a  bill  for  the 
punishment  of  frauds  committed  on  the  Depart- 
ments of  the  €K)vernment;  a  resolution  granting 
to  the  Washington  Library  a  copy  of  the  public 
documents,  journals,  laws,  dbc. ;  a  bill  to  commute 
the  pension  of  Lieutenant  Alfred  Flournoy ;  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  the  late  Captain  John- 
ston Blakeley ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Evat;  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  Dis- 
trict Court  of  the  United  States  in  Kentucky ;  a 
bill  for  clearing,  repairing,  and  improving  certain 
roads,  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  transpor- 
tation of  the  mail ;  a  bill  supplementary  to  the 
act  "  to  designate  the  boundaries  of  districts  and 
establish  land  offices  for  the  disposal  of  the  public 
lands  not  heretofore  offered  for  sale,  in  the  States 
of  Ohio  and  Indiana;"  a  bill  extending  the  time 
for  locating  Virginia  military  land  warrants  and 
returning  surveys. 

[On  this  last  mentioned  bill  considerable  debate 
took  place,  in  which  the  bill  was  zealously  &up- 
ported  by  Mr.  Barboi7R,  and  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Lanman  and  Rdggles.] 

The  President  communicated  to  the  Senate 
the  following  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State : 

To  the  Pruident  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statu: 

DsrABTKiHT  or  Stats, 

WdahingUm,  Feb.  37,  18S3. 

Sim :  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  herewith  a 
■npplemeotary  return  to  the  digest  of  the  accounts  of 
the  manufacturing  establishments,  and  their  manu- 
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hcUueu,  which  bM  beea  reported  to  Congreee,  in  pur- 
suance of  their  joint  reeolution»  of  30th  March  laet. 
The  imperfection  of  these  retains,  has  been  owing  to 
▼arious  causes^—among  which,  a  principal  one  was, 
the  unwilliogness  of  manufacturera  themselves,  to  give 
the  information  required  for  making  the  retnro.  The 
inadeqoateness  of  the  compensation  allowed  by  law, 
for  the  performance  of  the  service,  has  also  been  a 
subject  of  complaint,  by  many  of  the  marshals,  and  of 
their  assistants. 

The  supplementary  return  now  made,  is  of  omissions 
which  occurred  in  making  the  Digest,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  this  Department,  and  which  should  have  been 
included  in  the  printed  Digest  A  statemeht  is  added, 
of  the  several  counties  and  districts  from  which  no  ?e- 
turns  have  been  received. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  &c 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

A  letter  was  communieated  by  the  PRBfliDEMTto 
the  Senate  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  the  annual  reports  of  the  several 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 


The  amendment  ofiered  by  Mr.  Talbot  was 
agreed  to — ayes  17,  noes  15 ;  when  the  bill  was,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Macon^  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  jrradual  armiunentof 
the  new  fortresses  o?  the  United  States  was  then 
taken  up. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  by  order  of  the 
Military  Committee,  to  which  this  bill  had  been 
referred,  moved  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
bill ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  directing  the  payment  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  out  ol  Che  contingent 
fund,  to  Gales  ^  Sea  ton,  was  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  third  time. 

The  resolutions  for  compensatinff  Robert  Twee- 
dy, Tobias  Simpson,  Georee  Hicss,  and  Henry 
Tims,  iun.,  were  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  they  were  amended  by  filling  the 
blanks;  and,  the  amendments  ba?ing  been  con- 
curred in,  the  resolutions  were  order^  to  be  en- 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Talbot,  the  Senate  resolved  grossed,  and  r«d  a  ihW  Ume. 


to  meet  this  evening,  at  6  o'clock ;  and  then,  about 
4  o'clock,  adjourned  for  a  recess. 

Six  o^dock  in  the  Eveninff. 

The  pRESinENT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obedience  to  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  29th  ultimo,  re- 
questing information  relative  to  loans  of  money 
made  to  certain  banking  institutions ;  and  the  re- 
port vras  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Lieutenant  R.  F.  Stockton,  of  the  Navy,  late 
commander  of  the  schooner  Alligator. 

Messrs.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mills 
explained  the  transactions  in  which  this  bill  ori- 
ginated, and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
lor  a  third  reading. 

The  following  bills  were  also  severally  exam- 
ined and  discussed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing, viz : 

A  bill  to  permit  Anna  Dubord  to  bring  certain 
slaves  into  Louisiana ; 

A  bill  to  enable  the  proper  accounting  officers 
of  the  Treasury  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  Sur- 
veyor General  of  Missouri,  dx.,  for  extra  clerk 
hire. 

The  Senate  resumed  (ayes  19)  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  the  salt 
springs  and  lead  mine  lands. 

Mr.  Talbot  ofiered  an  amendment,  to  autborize 
the  appointment  of  a  skUful  person  to  explore 
those  mine  lands,  and  report  to  the  Treasury  De- 
partment the  result  of  his  observations,  (different 
somewhat  from  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Dickbr- 
80N,)  and  to  authorize  the  sales  to  proceed  as  the 
lands  were  explored,  and  supported  the  bill. 

Mr.  Macon  also  advocated  the  bill. 

Messrs.  Edwards,  Dickerson,  Bbnton,  Kwo, 
of  New  York,  and  Brown,  of  Ohio,  joined  in  the 
debate,  which  turned  on*  the  expediency  of  now 
throwing  those  lands  into  the  market,  the  price 
proper  to  fix  on  them,  their  probable  value  and 
productiveness,  dec. 


On  motion,  by  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  the  Comoiittee 
on  Public  Lands  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  Joiw  Rush  wd 
Samuel  Conway;  the  petition  of  Jamea  H.  Dian- 
ghan,  and  the  petition  of  John  McAlister. 

Mr.  Parrott.  from  the  Committee  on  Narai 
Afiairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  "  resolution  to 
direct  the  withholding  of  the  compensation  of 
certain  prize  agents,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreaentativei 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  haYe  passed 
bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz :  '*An  act  lor  the 
relief  of  Nathan  Branson ;"  *^An  act  to  carry  iaio 
effect  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty^  concluded  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain,  the  twenty- 
second  day  of  February,  1819 ;''  "An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  laying  out  and  openiujg  certain  public 
roads  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan;"  ^^An  act 
amending  and  supplementary  to  toe  act  for  a9ce^ 
taining  claims  and  titles  to  land  in  the  Territorf 
of  Florida,  and  to  provide  for  the  survey  and  dis- 
posal of  the  public  lands  in  Florida;"  ^'An  act  to 
authorize  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Laad 
Office  to  remit  the  instalments  due  on  certain  lots 
in  Shawneetown,  in  the  State  of  Illinois;"  '^Aa 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  Coffee ;"  "An  act  for  tlu 
relief  of  Woodson  Wren ;"  "An  act  for  the  rdid 
of  Sophia  B.  Ford,  Nathan  Ford,  and  Jacob  Ar 
nold,  jun.,  administrators  of  the  estate  of  Mahloo 
Ford,  deceased ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jame 
H.  Clark ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thaddeoi 
May  hew ;"  "An  act  supplementary  to  'An  act  fd 
the  better  organization  of  the  courts  of  the  Unite^ 
States  within  the  State  of  New  York;"  "An  a 
to  authorize  the  Postmaster  General  to  pay  fi 
certain  repairs  to  the  General  Post  OfiSuse,  and 
keep  the  engine  house,  the  fire  ^gin^  and  appi- 
ratus  in  repair ;"  "An  act  cooceraiag  mvalid  pen- 
sions ;"  "An  act  to  discontinue  certain  post  rosds 
and  to  establish  others;"  and^  also,  "An  act  U\ 
establish  an  additional  land  office  in  the  Territory 
of  Michigan;'*  in  which  bills  they  request  tM 
concurrence  of  the  Senale. 
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The  said  fifteen  bills  were  severally  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  entitled  <^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Na- 
iban  Branson/'  was  read  the  second  time  by 
unaoifflous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

The  bill  entitled  ^An  act  to  carry  into  effect  the 
nioth  article  of  the  treaty  concluded  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain,  the  22d  of  February, 
1819,;"  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorise  the 
laying  out  and  opening  certain  public  roads  in  the 
Territory  of  Florida;"  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
amendiiig  and  supplementary  to  the  act  for  ascer- 
taining claims  ana  titles  to  land  in  the  Territory 
of  Florida,  and  to  provide  for  the  survey  and  dis- 
posal of  tbe  public  lands  in  Florida;"  the  bill,  en- 
titled ''An  act  to  authorize  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office  to  remit  the  instalments 
due  on  certain  lots  in  Shawneetown,  in  the  State 
of  Ulinois;"  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  Coffee ;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Woodson  Wren,"  were  sever- 
ally read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sophia 
B.  Ford,  Nathan  Ford,  and  Jacob  Arnold^  jun., 
administrators  of  the  estate  of  Mahlon  Ford,  de- 
ceased ;"  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
James  H.  Clark:"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa  act 
for  the  relief  of  Thaddeus  Mayhew,"  were  read 
the  second  time  by  unanimous  cppsent,  and  sever- 
ally referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  'An 
act  for  the  better  or^j^anizftion  of  the  courts  ol  the 
United  States  within  the  State  of  New  York," 
was  read  the  second  time  by  unanioaous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  Cooamittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  concerning  invaUd 
pensions,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unani-* 
mous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oja 
Pensions. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  AQthorize  the  Posl- 
niaster  General  to  pay  for  certain  repairs  to  the 
General  Post  Office,  and  to  keejp  the  engine  boM»e, 
the  fire  engine,  and  apparatus,  in  repair  f.  and  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  discontinue  certain  post 
roads  and  to  establish  others;"  were  read  the  sec- 
ond time  bv  unanimous  consent,  and  severally  re- 
ferred to  tne  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  Hoi^M£s,  of  Maine,  [roffk  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  which  was  referj^  the  bill,  entitled 
^^An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  public 
buildings,"  reported  the  same  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  an  addi- 
tional land  office  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan," 
was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  wlucfa  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported the  following  resolution ;  which  was  read : 

RetoUsed,  That  the  Attorney  General  be  requested 
u>  collect  and  arrange  in  one  bill,  all  the  i^cte  ^  Con- 
peas  now  in  fone  relative  to  the  oourta  itf  the  United 
States,  and  their  adiaiaistration  of  justice  tiiereon,  and 


report  the  same  to  the  Senate  at  their  neat  sesBion ; 
together  with  such  sucgestions  of  changes  end  modi- 
fieations  thereof  as  will,  in  his  opinion,  improve  the 
preient  system. 

FARROW  AND  HARIQS. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  adjustment  of  the 
accounts  of  Nimrod  Farrow  and  Richard  Harris 
(formerly  contractors  for  building  the  fortifications 
on  Dauphin  Island,  now  abandoned)  was  taken 
up.  A  debate  of  considerable  duration  took  place 
on  this  bill,  and  the  various  amendments  offered 
thereto. 

Mr.  JoHNfiON  was  opposed  to  the  postponement 
of  theJbilL  He  said  the  object  of  the  motion  seemed 
to  be  to  postpone  the  bill  under  consideratioii, 
which  had  been  reported  by  the  committee  of  the 
Senate,  to 'whom  the  subject  was  referred,  for  the 
purpose  of  passing  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
reseatatives  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioDeis.  He 
did  not  approve  either  of  the  bills,  as  neither  of 
them  is  caDculated  to  afford  prompt  relief.  He 
thought  the  Senate's  biM,  however,  best  eaka- 
lated  to  attain  that  object. 

Mr.  J.  BOW  explained  the  circumstanoeB  of  <the 
ease,  and  exposed  the  hardships  to  which  the  per 
titioners  had  been  subjected,  and  the  ernel  injua^ 
tice  which  had  beeo  done  them  by  Congress,  aa 
he  conceived,  in  withholding  the  appropriations 
necessary  to  enable  the  Government,  on  its  part, 
to  fufil  the  contract  made  with  the  petitioneiB^ 
Farrow,  one  of  the  petitioners,  and  who  was  moifc 
interested,  and  whom  he  represeiKed  as  being  at 
Uie  time  of  the  contract  a  ge&tleman  of  high 
respectability,  and  one  of  the  most  wealthy  citi- 
zens of  Virginia,  had,  in  consequence  of  this  fail- 
ure on  the  part  of  the  Grovernment,  been  reduced 
from  a  state  of  affiuence  and  independence  to  that 
of  poyerty  and  want ;  and  he  had  been  harassed 
and  oppressed  for  a  coasiderable  time,  and,  he 
believed,  without  the  least  faoH  on  his  part  He 
referred  to  the  contract.  In  the  month  of  July, 
1818,  Farrow  aad  Haxtis  entered  into  a  contract 
with  the  €rovernment  to  construct  on  Dauphin  Isl- 
and|  Mobile  bay,  a  fort  and  other  poUic  build- 
ings, and  engaged  to  be  ojn  theisiand  on  or  before 
the  1st  day  of  December,  1816,  for  the  purpose  of 
commeactiig  the  works.  And  it  was  stipulated 
between  the  parties  that  the  United  States'  engi* 
neer  would  be  oa  the  island  at  the  time  speciied, 
and  designate  the  ^t  on  which  the  building 
were  to  be  erected^  aiid  prescribe  the  manner  m 
which  they  were  to  be  executed.  It  appears  Far- 
row and  Harris  arrived  on  the  island  with  their 
men,  materials,  and  implements,  to  a  very  gnat 
amount,  ready  to  carry  into  effect  theii  part  of  the 
contract.  But  the  United  States'  engmeer,  who 
was  to  designate  the  site  for  the  intended  worka, 
did  not  arrive  till  some  time  in  January  \  so  that 
the  contractors,  with  all  their  mechanics,  labor^ 
ers,  and  overseers,  had  to  wait  nearly  two  months 
in  IL  state  of  suspense  and  uncertainty,  and  were. 
in  consequence  subjected  to  great  inconveniences, 
sAd  sustained  heavy  losses.  Still,  notwithstand- 
ing this  failure  on  the  part  of  the  GovernmeAt. 
the  contractors  had  commenced,  and  progreued 
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rapidly  with  the  works ;  they  had  surmounted  the 
difficulties  that  had  impeded  their  progress ;  the 
materials  sufficient  for  the  completion  of  the  works 
had  been  obtained  ;  and  at  the  time  Conc^ress 
withheld  the  appropriations  which  occasioned  the 
progress  of  the  works  to  be  stopped,  there  was 
every  reason  to  believe  the  contract  would  soon 
be  fulfilled,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  Gk)T- 
ernment. 
The  Chief  Engineer,  in  his  report,  states :  "  The 

*  contract  for  fortifications  at  Dauphin  Island  was 
'  in  a  prosperous  condition  at  the  time  the  appro- 
^  priation  was  withheld ;  and,  from  the  means  ap- 

*  plicable  to  its  prosecution^  as  shown  in  the  table, 
'  there  is  reason  to  believe  its  progress  would  have 
'  contiiHied  to  be  entirely  satisfactory,  and  that  it 
'  would  be  erected  within  the  estimate."  And  it 
appears  by  a  statement  from  the  proper  depart- 
ment, that  on  account  of  9163,877,  advanced  by 
the  Government  to  Farrow  and  Harris,  a  credit  of 
$48,899  is  allowed,  and  that  the  value  of  the  arti- 
cles on  hand  applicable  to  the  works  is  set  down 
at  $120,00(V-making  together  the  sum  of  9168,899 
— showing  a  balance  of  96,647  due  to  Farrow  and 
Harris,  independently  of  the  heavy  damages  they 
have  sustained  from  the  violation  of  the  contract 
on  the  part  of  the  Ghivernment,  and  for  which 
they  are  certainly  entitled  to  compensation. 

Contracts  with  tlie  United  States  are  governed 
by  the  same  principles  as  between  individuals; 
each  party  being  bound  to  fulfil  what  they  agree 
to  do,  and  the  party  that  fails  to  perform  the  agree- 
ment is  liable  to  damages. 

Thus  it  appears,  from  these  statements,  that  at 
the  time  the  progress  of  the  works  were  stopped 
by  the  Government,  the  materials  on  hand  were 
perhaps  equal  to  the  completion  of  the  works  con- 
templated, and  the  means  necessary,  in  full  opera- 
tion to  complete  them  in  a  short  time,  and  all 
the  expenses  incurred,  on  which  the  profits  are 
piiedicated.  Notwithstanding  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, which  he  believed  to  be  correct,  the  contrac- 
tors have  been  prosecuted  by  the  Oovei-nment,  and 
their  property  withheld  to  a  lar^eamount,and  a  suit 
is  now  actually  pending  against  them  and  their 
securities,  to  recover  back  the  amount  of  advances 
made  by  the  Government  on  account  of  the  con- 
tract ;  after  deducting  the  value,  by  admeasnre- 
meat,  of  so  much  of  the  work  as  was  actually 
done,  at  the  contract  rates.  The  amount  of  the 
price  of  this  work,  added  to  the  value  of  the  ma- 
terials on  hand,  at  a  fair  valuation,  would  be  no 
compensation  to  the  contractors.  By  this  mode 
of  settlement,  no  allowance  would  be  made  for  the 
great  investments  of  capital^  or  for  the  labor  and 
expenses  bestowed  in  collecting  the  materials,  and 
preparing  for  the  execution  of  the  work ;  nor  would 
any  allowance  be  made  for  the  losses  and  risks  in- 
cident to  such  an  undertaking,  or  for  such  materi- 
als as  were  either  paid  or  contracted  for,  though 
not  actually  delivered.  The  profits  to  be  derived 
from  hiscontractcould  arise,  not  from  the  collection 
of  the  materials  on  the  island,  but  from  putting 
the  materials  together  in  the  construction  of  the 
works. 

Mr.  J.  proceeded  to  state,  that  about  80  or  100 


slaves  had  been  purchased  on  account  of  the  Got- 
ernment,  for  the  purpose  of  executing  the  works, 
and  were  mortgaged  to  the  Government  for  the 
advances  made,  and  are  now  held  subject  to  the 
mortgage.    And  what  is  contemnlated  to  be  done^ 
he  asked,  by  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives ?    It  provides  for  the  sale  of  the  slaves 
and  materials  alluded  to,  for  prompt  payment,     i 
with  the  view  of  giving  the  contractors  credit  for 
the  amount  of  the  proceeds  of  sales.    It  was  eri- 
dent,  he  said,  that  the  property,  if  thus  disposed 
of,  would  be  sacrificed.    JBesides,  the  power  of 
Congress  to  adopt  such  a  step  mi^ht  be  qoestioo- 
ed.    If  the  materials  furnished  lor  the  fortifica- 
tions belone  to  the  United  States,  they  require  no 
law  to  authorize  the  sale  of  them.    If  they  are 
the  property  of  the  contractors,  Conffress  has  no 
right  to  pass  a  law  directing  the  sale  of  them.  But, 
presuming  the  materials  to  belong  to  the  contrac 
tors,  and  adniitting  the  power  thus  to  dispose  of 
them,  would  it  be  just  or  politic  to  exercise  it  1 
He  thought  not    The  materials  are  wanted,  and 
may  all  be  employ ed^  as  he  is  informed,  in  com- 
pleting the  fortifications  now  building  at  Mobile 
Point,  three  miles  from  Dauphin  Island.    He  was 
of  opinion,  therefore,  that  the  Government  should 
be  authorized  to  receive  them  at  a  fair  estimatioo^ 
leovin|;  the  question  of  damages  o|)en  for  further 
investigation.    He  was,  also,  of  opinion  that  the 
Government  should  be  directed  by  this  act,  to  re- 
ceive the  slaves  in  question,  at  the  price  for  which 
they  were  purchased,  or  at  least  to  discbarge  the 
mortgage  on  them.  The  gentleman  who  had  pur- 
chased the  slaves  for  the  €rovernment,  had  not 
been  credited  with  the  amount  paid  for  them,  nor 
was  he  permitted  to  use  or  to  dispose  of  them. 
This  seems  to  present  a  case  of  peculiar  hardship, 
nor  could  he  reconcile  the  course  which  had  been 
pursued  in  relation  to  the  subject,  with  his  ideas 
of  the  principles  of  justice. 

The  bill  under  consideration,  he  said,  requires 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  cause  all  the  facts  of  the 
case  to  be  investigated,  and  to  report  the  same  to 
Congress  at  their  next  session,  for  the  purpose  of 
enalning  Congress  to  act  advisedly  on  tne  subject. 
There  was  one  great  objection  to  this  plan.  If 
adopted,  the  adjustment  of  the  subjects  in  contro- 
versy will  be  suspended  for  another  year,  greatly 
to  the  injury  of  all  parties  concerned.  He  would 
prefer  to  see  the  bill  modified,  so  as  to  make  as 
immediate  disposition  of  the  materials  and  sJaves 
alluded  to,  in  the  manner  he  'had>uggested,  leav- 
ing the  question  of  damages  to  be  ascertained  a& 
provided  for  by  the  bill.  Nevertheless,  he  prefer- 
red this  bill  to  the  one  from  the  House  of  Kepre 
sentatives,  and  hoped  it  would  not  be  postponed. 

The  motion  was  rejected,  and  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading,  and  passed. 


Fbiday,  February  28. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  Branson,"  re^ 
ported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  RuooLBB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
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to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '^Aa  act  for 
the  relief  of  Sophia  B.  Ford,  Nathan  Ford,  and 
Jacob  Arnold,  jr.,  administrators  of  the  estate  of 
Mahloo  Ford,  deceased ;"  and.  also,  the  bill,  enti- 
tled '*Aq  act  for  the  relief  or  James  H.  Clark," 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  en- 
titled ''An  act  supplementary  to  ^An  act  for  the 
better  organization  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  within  the  State  of  New  York,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment 

Mr.  Van  Dtke,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
^'Ad  act  to  authorize  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  to  remit  the  instalments  due 
00  certain  lots  in  Shawneetown,  in  the  State  of 
UiJDoiSj"  reported  the  same  with  amendments; 
which  were  read. 

Mr.  Yak  Dyke,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
carry  into  effect  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty 
concluded  between  the  United  States  and  Spain, 
the  22d  of  February,  1819,"  reported  the  same 
with  an  amendment ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
thercliefof  Woodson  Wren ;"  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  Coffee;"  the  bill,  entitled 
"Ad  act  providing  for  the  examination  of  the 
titles  to  land  in  that  part  of  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana situated  between  the  Rio  Hondo  and  the 
Sabine  river;"  and,  also,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  establish  an  additional  land  office  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan,"  reported  the  same,  respectively, 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Lanman,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  and  empower  the 
Secretary  of  the  Department  of  the  Treasar]r  to 
sell  the  public  lots  and  other  property  belonging 
to  the  United  States  in  the  District  of  Columbia," 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Stokes,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Postmaster 
General  to  pay  for  certain  repairs  to  the  General 
Post  Office,  and  to  keep  the  engine  house,  the  fire 
engine,  and  apparatus,  in  repair,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Stokes,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  8th 
of  Jaouary  last,  directing  them  to  "  inquire  into  the 
expediencv  of  authorizing  an  interchange  of  the 
laws  of  tne  several  States,  by  mail,  free  of  post- 
age,^'made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolu- 
tion, that  it  is  inexpedient,  at  this  time,  to  author- 
ize the  interchange  of  the  laws  of  the  several 
States,  by  mail,  free  of  postage. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  laying  out  and 
opening  certain  public  roads  in  the  Territory  of 
Florida,"  were  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals. 


The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
KiNO,  of  New  York,  was  taken  up;  and  having 
been  modified  so  as  to  call  on  tne  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  instead  of  the  Commissioner  of 
the  Greneral  Land  Office,  the  resolution  was 
agreed  to. 

.  The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the . 
resolution  proposed  by  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
relative  to  a  collection  of  the  laws  concerning  the 
Judiciary ;  and  after  some  discussion,  on  the  ne- 
cessity of  such  a  collection,  and  particularly  on 
the  expediency  of  directing  the  duty  to  be  per- 
formed by  the  Attorney  General,  as  proposed  by 
the  resolution,  the  resolution  was  disagreed  to. 

The  following  resolutions  were  severally  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed: 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Tweedy,  Tobias  Simpson, 
and  George  Hicks,  assistants  to  the  Sergeant-at-Arms 
and  Doorkeeper  of  the  Ssnate,  be  paid,  out  of  the 
contingent  fund,  two  dollars  a  day  for  each  day  they 
have  attended  the  Senate  during  the  present  session 
of  Congress ;  and  that  Henry  Tims,  jr.,  be  allowed 
one  hundred  dollars  for  his  attendance  during  the 
present  seuion. 

Reeoived,  That  there  be  paid,  out  of  the  contingent 
fund,  to  Robert  Tweedy,  Tobias  Simpson,  and  George 
Hicks,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  each, 
for  extra  services. 

Retohed^  That  €^ales  6c  Seaton  be  paid,  out  of 
the  contingent  fund,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars, 
for  eight  thousand  copies  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent for  the  years  1821  and  1823. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Noble,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Samuel  Howell,  the  petition  of  Peter  Cherry, 
and,  also,  the  petition  of  John  Fitzgerald,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  tnereof, 
respectively. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  *An  act  for  the 
establishment  of  a  Territorial  government  in  Flori- 
da, and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
1823,  was  considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
amended,  and  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  submitted  the 
following  motion  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
inform  the  Senate  of  the  original  amount  of  a  judg- 
ment lately  obtained  by  the  United  States  in  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania, 
against  Colonel  William  Duane,  and  what  credits 
have  been  allowed  to  the  defendant  since  the  date  of 
the  judgment,  the  date  of  such  credits,  by  whom 
given,  and  under  what  authority. 

The  bill  providing  for  clothing  the  niilitia  of 
the  United  States  when  in  actual  service,  was 
taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Noble  made  some  remarks  in  support  of 
the  measure.  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  opposed 
the  bill,  not  on  principle,  because  he  was  friendly 
to  the  principle,  but  from  objections  to  the  mode 
proposed  by  the  bill ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  get- 
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ting  rid  of  tbe  bill  he  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Noble  replied  to  Mr.  S.  and  answered  his 
objections;  when — 

The  question  being  taken,  the  bill  was  ordered 
€0  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
/Wliole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An 
act  for  the  better  organization  of  the  District 
Court  of  the  United  States  within  the  State  of 
Louisiana  f^  and  the  same  baring  been  amended 
it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and,  the  amendment 
being  concurred  in.  the  amendment  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended'. 

Mr.  S'TOKEs,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  discontinue  certain  post 
roads  and  to  establish  others,"  reported  the  same, 
with  amendments ;  which  were  read. 

The  Senate  took  up,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  "  for  the 
prompt  settlement  of  public  accounts,  and  for  the 
punishment  of  the  crime  of  perjury." 

Several  amendments  were  proposed  to  this  bill, 
and  discussed ;  all  of  which  were,  in  the  end.  neg- 
atived ;  and  considerable  debate  took  place  also  on 
the  merits  of  the  bill  itself.  In  these  discussions 
Messrs.  Houses  of  Maine,  Barbour,  Lanman, 
Eaton,  Chandler,  Ruooles,  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, Talbot,  and  Mills,  enjiaged.  The  bill  was 
finally  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time,  by  yeas  and 
nays — 31  to  8,  as  follows : 

Yka8 — Messrs.  Baibonr,  Barton,  Benton,  Board- 
man,  Brown  of  LouLiiaiia,  Brown  of  Ohio,  Eaton,  Ed- 
Wards,  Elliott,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Miaaia- 
aippi,  Johnson  oi  Louisiana,  Kelly^  Kiog  of  Alabama, 
King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Llojd  of  Maryland, 
Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Mills,  Morril,  Noble,  Parrott, 
Ktiggles,  Seymour,  Smith  of  IVtaryland,  Southard, 
Talbot,  Taj  lor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  Van  Baren, 
Waz^,  and  Williams  of  Misisissippi. 

Nats— MeasHB.  Chandler,!)' Wolf,  Diekefson,  Find- 
Itff,  Oaillard,  Knight,  Macon,  and  Taylor  of  Virginia. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act 
concerning  invalid  pensions,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on 
Roadft  and  Canals,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill, 
entitled  '^An  act  to  authorize  the  laying  out  and 
making  certain  public  roads  in  the  Territory  of 
Florida,''  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Van  Dykb,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An 
act  amending  and  supplementary  to  the  act  for 
ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Florida,  and  to  provide  for  the  survey 
and  disposal  of  the  public  lands  in  Florida,"  re- 
ported the  same,  with  amendments ;  which  were 
read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eaton,  the  report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obedience  to  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  29th  ultimo,  re- 
questing information  relative  to  loans  of  monev 


made  to  certain  banking  institutions,  wa5  ordered 
to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
extending  the  time  for  issuing  and  locating  mili- 
tary land  warrants  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Revolutionary  army ;''  and,  no  amendment  hav- 
ing been  poposed,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

A  messase  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bills  which  originated  id  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  to  establish  an  additional  land  office  in 
the  State  of  Missouri;"  "An  act  extending  the 
time  for  locating  Virginia  military  land  war- 
rants, and  returning  snrvevs  thereon  to  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office;"  and  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Nimrod  Farrow,  Richard  Harris,  and  their  seen- 
rities ;"  with  an  amendment  to  each,  in  which 
th^  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  biJJ. 
entitled  "An  act  extending  the  time  for  locating 
Virginia  military  land  warrants,  and  returning 
surveys  thereon  to  the  General  Land  Office;"  and 
concurred  therein. 

The  following  bills  were  successively  consid- 
ered in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  some  of  them 
a  good  deal  discussed,  and  some  amended  in  their 
details;  and  all  of  them  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time,  viz :  A  bill  supmlemen^ary  to  the  act 
relating  to  the  ransom  of  American  captives  of 
the  late  war;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Morri- 
son ;  a  bill  to  extend  the  time  allowed  for  the  re- 
demption of  lands  sold  for  direct  taxes,  in  certain 
cases;  a  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  district  of  Vermont ;  a  bill  to 
confirm  certain  claims  to  lots  in  the  village  of 
Peoria ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Hogan ;  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Snyder;  a  bill  re- 
specting stamps ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henrr 
Lee,  one  of  the  sureties  of  Ricaud,  late  a  pay- 
master in  the  Army ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James 
Rees ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Polly  L.  Campbell, 
widow  of  Colonel  John  B.  Campbell,  deceased* 
a  bill  to  amend  the  ordinances  and  acts  of  the 
Congress  for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of 
Michigan  ;  a  bill  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the 
act  supplementarv  to  the  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
purchasers  of  public  lands;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Cantain  Richard  Hishtower;  a  biU  to  continue 
in  force  the  act  regulating  the  currency,  within 
the  United  States,  of  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,  and  the  crowns 
of  France,  and  &7e  franc  pieces ;  a  bill  making 
the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Porto- 
gal,  and  Spain,  receivable  in  payment  on  account 
of  public  lands ;  a  resolution  requiring  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  ot  the  House 
of  Representatives  an  annual  statement  of  the 
contingent  expenstes  of  the  two  Houses.  [This 
was  subsequently  read  a  third  time,  and  passed ;] 
a  hill  to  amend  an  act  further  to  regulate  the  en- 
try of  merchandise  imported  into  the  United 
States  from  adjacent  territories;  a  bill  to  transfer 
to  the  State  of  Virginia  certain  militia  fines :  a 


301 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


302 


FCBRUABT,  18^. 


Government  DepoeiUs  in  B€mk8, 


Sbnatb. 


bill  mtkiag  appropriations  for  the  military  service 
for  the  year  1823;  a  bill  making  appropriatioBs 
for  the  support  of  GoYernment  for  the  year  1823. 

MINT  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  bill  fortlier  to  prolobg,  for  fire  years,  the 
continuaDce  of  the  Mint  at  Philaddphta,  was 
taken  up. 

Mr.  Eaton  questioned  the  proprietv  of  making 
moTtsion  for  continuing  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia 
for  fire  jears.  He  thought  the  Mint  establish- 
ment might  be  fixed  at  Uie  seat  of  Government, 
▼here  it  would  be  more  immediately  under  the 
eye  of  Congress,  and  its  operations  and  concerns 
more  easily  examined  and  understood.  He  did 
not  assert  that  it  ouffht  to  be  removed;  but  he 
wished  the  subject  to  be  inquired  into,  and  moved 
to  insert  one  year  in  the  bill  instead  of  Jhe,  that 
Congress  mifht,  in  the  meantime,  consider  the 
sobject,  and  decide  understandin^ly  on  it. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Elliott 
and  Lanhan  ;  who.  among  other  things^  argued 
that,  even  if  it  were  now  enacted  to  continue  the 
Mint  at  Philadelphia  for  five  years,  Congress 
could  revoke  the  law  at  any  time,  if  it  should  be 
deemed  expedient  to  remove  the  establishment 
from  thence ;  but  they  controverted  the  propriety 
cff  removing  the  Mint  from  Philadelphia,  from 
considerations  of  convenience,  and  the  successful 
operation  of  the  establishment. 

The  motion  to  amend  the  bill  Was  negatived ; 
and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

GOVERNMEKT  BEPOSITBS  IN  BANKS. 

The  Phbsidbnt  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to 
loans  or  deposites  made  by  the  Treasury  to  banks 
from  the  year  1789  to  the  present  time — ^rendered 
in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate ;  which 
report  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eaton,  ordered  to 
be  printed.     The  report  is  as  follows : 

TmxASVAT  'DnjLvmmKv,  Feb.  %5,  1888. 

8iB :  In  obedisnce  to  a  raaolotion  of  th«  Senate, 
of  the  S9th  nltiimi,  reqaeating  the  Secretary  of  the 
Tiftiary  "  to  inferm  the  Saneta  if  any  loans  of  money 
to  my  tmonnt,  tnd  for  what  purpose,  have  been  OHide 
from  the  Treaaory,  to  any  indindnais,  or  banking  in- 
■litQtioBs,  ance  the  third  day  of  March,  1789,  and 
whether  snch  loans,  so  made,  have  been  repaid,  or  in 
any  ntnner  adequately  secored,  so  that  the  Govem- 
aeotwUi  altimately  be  satisiaetorily  reimbursed,"  I 
have  the  honor  to  snbmit  copies  of  letters  from  the 
SecreUry  of  the  Treasury,  from  the  19th  of  Mareh, 
nn,  to  the  17th  of  July,  1819,  inclusive,  to  the  offi- 
cen  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  of  its 
breaches,  and  to  the  officers  of  certain  State  banks, 
and  to  other  officers  and  individuals,  which  contain 
(he  iafonnation  required  by  the  resolution*  as  far  as  it 
can  be  collected  from  the  correspondence  of  the  de- 
partment* 

By  reference  to  the  papers  numbered  from  1  to  11, 
ificlotive,  it  ie  apparent  that  loans  in  fact,  though  not 
in  terms,  were  offered  by  the  Treasury  Department  to 
(he  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  State  banks 
to  which  they  were  directed. 

By  the  first  of  these  letters,  dated  the  19th  March, 
1792,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  informed  the 
president  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  that  it 


had  been  represented  to  him  that  an  unusually  large 
sum  of  money  had,  and  would  become  due  to  iStt 
United  States,  fit>m  importers  in  the  district  of  Phila* 
delphia,  in  the  month  of  March,  1798,  and  reminded 
him  that,  in  consequence  of  standing  circular  instruc- 
tions, the  cotteetor  of  the  district  would  receive  fiott 
the  merchants,  as  cash,  the  post  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  if  not  issued  for  a  longer  period  of 
payment  than  thirty  days,  and  that  he  would  jiadge 
hew  far  it  might  be  convenient  to  make  operationa 
payable  tn  such  notes,  which  might  not  be  convenient 
if  payable  immediately  in  speeie,  or  cash  notes.  On 
the  39th  of  the  same  month,  a  letter  was  addressed, 
by  the  same  officer,  to  the  president  of  the  Bank  of 
Maryland,  stating  that  it  has  been  intimated  to  him 
thai  considerable  earns  of  daties  had  become  doe,  or 
were  to  fall  due  in  Baltimore,  in  the  coarse  of  the 
month,  and  thai  it  was  at  all  times  hu  wish  to  give  to 
the  merchants  as  much  facility  as  the  public  business 
would  admit ;  that  he  had,  therefore,  determined,  if 
he  should  incline  to  make  discounts  for  the  importers^ 
to  enable  them  to  pay  the  duties  due  on  or  before  the 
15th  of  April  theresiler,  he  would  leave  a  sum  of 
money,  equal  thereto,  in  his  hands,  for  sixty  days 
after  the  dates  of  the  notes. 

By  his  letters  of  the  10th  of  April,  179S,  the  preei- 
dents  of  the  Bank  ef  the  United  States,  and  of  the 
Bank  of  Marylaady  were  informed  that  drcumstances, 
within  his  knowledge,  indoeed  him  to  state  that  the 
operation,  snggestedin  his  letter  of  the  S9th  of  Mardi, 
oontmned  to  be  deairaUe  in  relation  to  those  who  have 
payments  to  make  at  the  costom-honse,  in  the  oouiae 
of  that  month.  By  his  letter  of  the  8th  of  December, 
1793,  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stetea 
was  informed  that  the  Secretary  had  no  objection  that 
Botesy  in  which  the  Government  was  interestedt  should 
be  renewed  for  thirty  days,  in  all  easea  where  it  could 
be  done  with  perfect  safety  to  the  pnblic.  By  the 
letter  of  the  Secretary,  of  the  —  of  February,  1798, 
the  presidents  of  the  offices  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  at  New  York  and  Baltimore  were  informed 
that  an  arrangement  had  been  made  with  die  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  aeoommodation  of  the 
merchanta  of  Philadelphia,  whose  bonds  for  duties 
were  to  become  payable  between  that  date  and  the 
last  day  of  the  ensuing  month,  by  which  the  bank 
would  discount  the  notes  of  such  merchants  as  were 
indebted  to  the  cnstom*honse,  for  thirty  days,  for  the 
leepective  sums  that  should  become  paysble ;  the  bank 
to  receive  those  notes  from  the  collector,  as  cash,  to 
be  drawn  for  only  by  the  coHecter.  The  president  of 
the  office  was  informed  that,  if  a  similar  arrangement 
appeared  to  htm  to  be  requisite  to  the  accommodation 
of  the  merchants  of  New  York,  that  he  would  not 
draw  for  the  sums  that  had  relation  to  the  transaction, 
until  about  the  middle  of  May  thereafter.  On  the  6th 
of  March,  1798,  a  similar  letter  was  addressed  to  the 
presidents  of  the  offices  of  discount  snd  deposite  at 
Boston  and  Providence.  His  letters  of  the  5th  of 
April,  1798,  and  the  16th  of  February,  1797,  marked 
10,  11,  have  the  same  object  in  view ;  that  is  to  say, 
they  offer,  as  inducements  to  tiie  banks  to  discount 
the  notes  of  persons  indebted  upon  duty  bonds,  that 
the  amount  of  such  bonds  shall  not  be  drawn  from  the 
banks  until  the  notes  discounted  were  payable,  or 
that  post  notes  shall  be  receivable  by  the  collector  in 
discharge  of  such  bonds. 

The  latter  of  these  letters  relates  to  the  case  of  an 
individual,  in  whose  favor  the  Secretary  of  the  Trees- 
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my  sabmiU  to  the  coDBidention  of  the  bftok,  whether 
an  accommodation  oonid  not  be  granted  to  him,  on 
condition  that  the  aum  diacounted  ahonld  be  paid  in  a 
poat-note,  to  be  depoaited  with  the  collector  of  the 
coatoma.  Thia  repreaentation  waa  made  in  oonae* 
quence  of  the  individual'a  being  unaUe  to  obtain  a 
credit  at  the  cnatom-honae  on  a  cirgo  of  cofiee,  becaaae 
he  had  duty  bonda  to  a  conaiderable  amount  then  due. 
It  appeara»  from  the  letter  of  the  23d  of  February, 
1793,  already  referred  to,  that  arrangemenU  of  that 
nature  were  made,  Terbaliy,  with  the  bank,  aa  the  ar- 
rmngement  referred  to  in  that  letter  ia  not  of  record  in 
the  office. 

The  correapondence  between  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaaury  and  the  banka,  generally,  doea  not  ahow  up- 
on what  account  the  depoaitea  in  thoae  banka  were 
made.  The  lettera  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Treaaurer 
are  atill  more  general,  aimply  directing  the  depoaite. 

The  acconnta  of  the  Treaaurer  with  the  banka,  an- 
terior to  the  laat  quarter  of  the  year  1811,  have  not 
been  preaerred;  no  inference,  therefore,  can  be 
drawn,  from  the  atate  of  the  accounta,  aa  to  the  object 
or  purpoae  for  which  any  depoaite  waa  made,  previ- 
oualy  to  that  date.  From  the  accounta  with  the  banka, 
from  that  period,  it  appeara  that  many  depoaitea  were 
made  by  tranaferring  public  money  from  one  bank  to 
another,  when  the  amount  in  the  bank,  to  which  the 
tranafer  waa  made,  waa  much  more  than  auffident  to 
meet  the  drafta  drawn  upon  it.  Although  the  infer- 
encea  which  may  be  drawn  from  the  atate  of  the  ac^ 
counta  between  the  Treaaurer  and  a  bank  in  which 
depoaitea  are  made,  apparently  not  required  for  the 
public  expenditure,  cannot  be  conaidered  aa  concluaive 
evidence  that  auch  depoaitea  were  made  to  anatain  the 
bank  againat  a  run,  or  preaa  upon  it,  or  to  aid  in  ita 
operationa ;  yet  the  preaumption  ia  aufficiently  atrong, 
to  make  it  proper  to  preaent  a  few  of  thoae  caaea.  On 
the  6th  of  March,  1812,  a  draft  waa  drawn  for  $50,000, 
in  favor  of  the  Mechanica'  Bank  of  New  York,  upon 
the  State  Bank  at  Charleaton,  and  on  the  7th  of  May, 
for  $80,000.  On  the  3d  of  March,  there  waa  on  de- 
poaite, in  the  former  bank,  $432,0009  which  waa  not 
reduced  below  $319,000  during  the  remainder  of  the 
month;  and  on  the  4th  of  May,  the  depoaite  waa 
$133,000,  which  aum  waa  not  diminiahed  during  the 
month ;  and  at  the  end  of  the  quarter,  it  had  increaaed 
to  $224,000.  There  were  drawn,  and  depoaited,  in 
the  Bank  of  Pennaylvania,  the  following  drafla,  viz: 
12th  March,  1812,  upon  the  Union  Bank  of  Boaton, 
$50,000 ;  6th  July,  upon  the  Sute  Bank  of  Boaton, 
$49,000 ;  in  October  of  the  aame  year,  upon  the  Bank 
of  Baltimore,  $200,000 :  and  upon  the  Manhattan 
Company,  $100,000.  At  the  date  of  the  firat  drafl, 
Uiere  waa  atanding  to  the  credit  of  the  Treaaurer,  on 
the  hooka  of  the  bank,  $133,000,  which  waa  not  di- 
minished during  the  month ;  and  at  ita  cloae,  amounted 
to  $294,000.  At  the  date  of  the  second,  the  depoaite 
amounted  to  $164,000  which  continued  increaaiog, 
and  amountedyon  the  17th  Auguat,  to  $403,000 ;  and 
at  the  end  of  the  quarter,  to  $636,000.  On  the  6th  of 
October,  the  date  of  the  firat  draftrin  that  month,  it 
amounted  to  $466,000,  and  at  the  cloae  of  the  month, 
to  $593,000.  The  records  of  the  office  afford  no  ex- 
planation of  the  reaaons  which  induced  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  make  these  tranafers ;  and  many 
others,  of  a  similar  nature,  were  made  from  time  to 
time.  But  on  the  4th  of  March,  1814,  the  Cashier  of 
the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  by  letter  of  that  date,  in- 
formed the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  the  great 


and  unprecedented  demand  upon  that  inatitution  for 
apecie,  principally  from  the  eastward,  induced  him  to 
requeal,  that,  if  consistent  with  the  intereata  of  the 
Government,  he  would  give  him  drafta  either  on  New 
York  or  Boaton,  to  an  amount  that  would  counteract 
thoae  demanda,  atating,  that  the  amount  of  apecie  in 
the  vaulu  but  little  exceeded  $200,000,  and  that  the 
demanda  of  the  bank,  upon  thoae  to  the  aonthward  of 
Philadelphia,  if  called  for,  might  put  them  to  aerioufl 
inconvenience.  Upon  thia  repreaentation,  a  draft  vras, 
on  the  8th  of  the  month,  drawn  by  the  Treasurer,  in 
favor  of  the  bank,  for  $150,000,  upon  the  Bank  of 
New  York.  Upon  the  28th  of  Februaiy  preceding 
thia  tranaaction,  there  waa  in  the  bank  a  depoaite  of 
$755,000,  and  on  the  31at  of  March,  $799,000.  By 
reference  to  the  letter  of  the  Preaident  of  the  Bank  of 
Columbia,  which  acoompaniea  thia  report^it  appears 
that,  on  the  29th  of  October,  1801,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treaaury  made  a  depoaite  in  that  bank  of  $150,000, 
to  enable  it  to  auatain  itaelf  againat  a  ran  which  wu 
then  making  upon  it,  and  that  other  anma  were  sub- 
sequently deposited  in  that  bank  by  the  department^ 
to  aid  it  in  ita  operations.  In  the  letter  of  the  Acting 
Secretary  of  the  Treaaury,  of  the  27th  May,  1813,  to 
Stephen  Girard,  he  ia  informed,  that  **the  arrangement 
made  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  relative  to  the  depoaite  of  the 
public  money  a  drawn  from  your  bank,  in  favor  of  the 
public  agenta,  waa  to  shield  you  againat  the  attacks  of 
the  incorporated  banks,  to  whom  auch  money  woold 
otherwiae  have  been  tranaferred ;  and  the  magnitude 
of  your  contract  might  thus  have  been  rendered  highly 
prejudicial  to  your  inatitution.  It  ia  the  particoJar 
province,  and  it  haa  been  the  practice,  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Statea,  to  direct 
the  moneyed  operationa  of  the  public,  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  credit*  by  maintaining  the  equilibrium  between 
the  moneyed  inatitutiona  of  the  country  ;  and  aa  it  has 
protected  your  inatitution,  by  the  arrangement  alluded 
to,  ao  it  will  guard  thoae  inatitutiona  againat  any  un- 
due preaaure  which  the  public  funds  in  your  vaults 
may  enable  you  to  direct  againat  them.  I  am  in- 
formed that  you  have  made  some  very  heavy  and  on- 
neeesaary  drafta  of  apecie  from  aeverai  banka,  and  par- 
ticularly from  the  Pennaylvania  and  Farmera*  and 
Mechanica'  Banka,  with  indicaCiona  of  a  dispoattion  to 
peraevere,  which  haa  excited  conaiderabla  appreheo- 
aion.  I  theraforo  deem  it  neceaaaiy  to  intern  you, 
that  a  continuance  of  that  ayatera*  will  indoce  the 
prompt  application  of  a  apedfic  remedy." 

From  my  peraonal  interoourae  with  Mr.  Gallatin, 
I  know  he  entertained  the  aentimenta  communicated 
in  thia  letter,  and  I  preaume  they  have  been  enters 
tained  by  all  of  hb  predeceaaora  and  auceeasors  ia 
offieCi  and  acted  upon  whenever  caaea  occurred  which 
rondered  it  neceaaary. 

When  I  entered  upon  the  dutiea  of  Secretary  of  the 
Treaaury,  on  the  22d  of  October,  1816,  the  banks  in 
all  the  Statea,  except  thoae  in  Maaaachuaetts,  bad 
auspended  apecie  paymenta.  My  immediate  prede- 
cesaor  in  office  had  made  an  ineffectual  attempt,  in 
the  course  of  that  year,  to  induce  them  to  commence 
specie  paymenta,  by  diacharging,  in  apecie,  all  notes  not 
exceeding  five  dollara.  By  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Statea,  it  was  to  go  into  operation  on  the 
lat  of  January,  1817.  It  waa,  after  mature  delibera- 
tion, determined  that  another  effort  should  be  made 
by  the  Treaaury  Department,  to  induce  the  State 
banks  to  aid  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea,  in  restor- 
ing the  currencv  *o  a  aound  State.    There  was  then 
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in  the  TraMarj  more  thtn  eleven  mtUioiw  of  dollars, 
depofited  in  the  State  banka,  and  the  eatimate  of  re- 
ceipt* ibr  the  year  1817,  conaiderably  exceeded  that  of 
the  eipenditure  for  the  year.  It  was,  therefore,  pro- 
poted  by  the  Department  that  no  part  of  the  sams 
then  in  the  State  banks,  should  be  drawn  from  them 
before  the  1st  of  Joly,  unless  the  receipts  should  not 
be  eqoal  to  the  expenditure,  an  event  which  there 
wat  no  reason  to  apprehend,  and  that,  after  that  time, 
it  ihonld  be  gradually  drawn,  aa  the  public  venriee 
ihonld  require,  but  in  no  case  were  drafts  to  be  drawn 
in  fifor  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  unless  it 
■hould  become  necessary  to  protect  it  against  the  State 
banks.  This  adTantageons  proposition  was  declined 
without  hssitatien.  The  banks  in  the  principal  Atlan- 
tic cities,  however,  entered  into  an  arrangement  with 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  by  which  they  engaged 
to  resome  specie  payments,  and,  in  the  course  of  the 
jen  1817,  the  resumption,  with  but  few  exceptions, 
became  general  throughout  the  Union.  Towards  the 
doee  of  the  year  1618,  some  of  the  banks  in  the  West- 
ern Sutes  stopped  payment.  The  sudden  fall  in  the 
price  of  all  domeatic  articles,  which  occurred  about  the 
same  period,  created  a  general  pressure  upon  the 
benks.  In  the  Winter  and  Spring  of  1819,  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  waa,  in  the  opinion  of  the  enlight- 
ened oiBcer  who  presided  ovet  its  direction,  in  a  great 
degree  indebted  for  the  preservation  of  its  credit  to  the 
iSrbearance  of  its  creditors,  and  to  the  support  which 
it  received  from  the  Treasury  Department,  Such 
were  my  impressions  of  its  critical  atate,  that  I  felt  it 
nj  daty  to  accept  proposttiona  made  by  the  Board  of 
Directors,  which,  under  other  circumstances,  would 
have  been  declined. 

Dnring  this  general  pressure,  the  lAnks  in  this  Dis- 
trict, which,  upon  the  establishment  of  the  office  of 
discoant  and  deposite  in  the  city,  had  not  taken  ad- 
vantage of  that  event,  to  reduce  their  circulations,  by 
conU'tcting  their  discounts,  were  pressed  by  continual 
and  increasing  demanda  for  specie  from  the  Eastward, 
tod  by  the  return  of  their  notes  upon  them  from  the 
western  parts  of  Virginia,  where  certain  banks,  char- 
tered by  that  State,  had  commenced,  or  were  prepar- 
ing to  commence  business.  Pressed  thus,  on  both 
svJet,  their  means  of  meeting  the  demands  made  upon 
them,  tnd  of  preserving  their  credit,  were  believed  to 
be  iosofficienU  In  this  critical  situation,  aeveral  of 
them  applied,  personally,  by  their  directora,  to  the  De- 
partment, to  ascertain  whether,  in  case  of  great  emer- 
gency, tlMy  would  receive  any  support.  Considering 
this  crint  as  highly  important  to  the  nation,  and  be- 
lieviof  thai  a  failure  of  one  or  more  of  those  banks 
wooid  produce  a  general  run  upon  all,  of  a  different 
natare  from  that  which  was  then  pressing  upon  them, 
assorances  were  given,  that  a  reaaonable  support  might 
be  relied  upon. 

In  consequence  of  this  assurance,  depositee  were, 
from  time  to  time,  made  in  the  Union  Bank  of  Alex- 
andria, the  Mechanics'  Bank,  and  the  Franklin  Bank, 
of  the  same  place ;  in  the  Union  and  Central  Banks 
of  Georgetown;  in  the  Bank  of  Washington,  and  in 
the  Patriotic  Bank.  All  these  sums  have  been  re- 
paid, except  the  sum  of  $48,000,  deposited  in  the 
Pranklin  Bank  of  Alexandria.  The  whole  of  the 
funds  of  that  bank  have  been  assigned  to  the  United 
States,  and  legal  measures  have  been  adopted  by  the 
Attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  recovery  of  the 
imoant  from  the  debtors  of  the  bank.  The  letter  of 
that  officer,  which  ia  herewith  communicated,  shows 


that  there  is  no  danger  of  any  loss  to  the  United 
States.  Copiea  of  the  letters  to  the  Treasurer,  direct- 
ing the  depositee  to  be  made  in  that  bank,  to  his  credit, 
are  also  communicated.  These  depositee  were  made 
upon  the  representations  of  General  Thompeon  Ma- 
son, then  collector  of  the  district  of  Alexandria,  and 
of  John  T.  Ricketts,  Esq.,  who  were  both  men  of 
great  reapectability,  and  conaiderable  atockholders  in 
Uko  Bank!  W.  T.  Swann,  Esq.,  a  man  of  the  falreat 
character,  and  of  considerable  property,  was  then  the 
President  of  the  Bank.  No  doubt  was  entertained  of 
the  integrity  with  which  the  Bank  was  administered, 
and  of  its  cspacity,  if  aided  for  a  abort  time,  of  pre- 
serving its  credit,  and  of  meeting  the  draAs  of  the 
Treasurer  for  the  amount  deposited  by  him  to  his 
credit.  This  anticipation,  it  is  believed,  would  have 
been  realized,  had  not  the  notes  of  the  Bank  been  ao 
successfully  counterfeited,  as  to  have  imposed  upon  its 
officers  to  a  considerable  amount.  The  aame  miafor- 
tune  befel  the  Central  Bank  of  Georgetown.  In  the 
month  of  May,  of  the  same  year,  when  the  Cashier  of 
the  Bank  of  Columbia  was  about  to  aet  out  on  his 
journey  through  the  interior  of  the  States  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland,  and  Ohio,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
manding payment  of  the  special  depoeite  which  had 
been  transferred  to  that  bank,  he  represented  to  the 
department  that  he  should  be, at  very  considerable  ex- 
pense, and  that,  during  hta  absence,  there  might  be  a 
press  made  upon  the  bank ;  and,  therefore,  requeated 
that  a  deposite  of  forty-five  thousand  dollais  might  be 
made  in  the  bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer.  As 
no  charge  was  to  be  made  for  the  expense  and  risk- 
which  was  incurred,  in  carrying  a  large  amount  of 
bank  notes  through  the  country,  the  request  was  con- 
sidered reasonable,  and  the  deposite  was  accordingly 
made.  This  bank  has  never  ceased  to  pay  its  notes 
in  specie,  on  demand. 

These  are  all  the  transactions  with  banks  which  are 
believed  to  be  within  the  intent  or  terms  of  the  reso- 
lution, except  certain  transactiona  with  the  banks  in 
this  District,  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1817,  which 
were  specifically  reported  to  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, on  the  10th  of  December,  1817,  and  printed 
among  the  public  documents  of  that  aession.  In  that 
report,  it  is  stated  that  a  deposite  of  $76,000  had  been 
made  in  the  Farmers  and  Mechanica'  Bank  of  George- 
town, to  sustain  it  in  its  operations,  immediately  after 
resuming  specie  payments.  The  principle  and  prae- 
tice  of  the  Treasury  in  sustaining  the  credit  of  banks, 
disposed  to  act  correctly,  was,  in  this  communication, 
frankly  diadosed  to  Congress,  when  not  the  slightest 
symptom  of  dissatisfaction  was  manifested,  or  the  right 
or  propriety  of  the  practice  called,  directly  or  indirectly, 
in  question. 

It  u  presumed  that  it  haa  not  been  the  practice  of 
the  Department  to  lend  the  public  money  to  individ- 
uals. By  reference  to  lettenrs  numbered  from  12  to 
16,  inclusive,  it  will  be  found  that  public  money  has 
been  advanced  to  individuals,  which,  however,  have 
that  appearance ;  but  it  is  possible  that  those  transac- 
tions may  admit  of  explanations,  which  may  take  from 
them  that  character.  From  Nos.  14,  15,  it  appears, 
that  conaiderable  sums  were,  in  1798,  advanced  to 
Lane  &  Salter,  and  others,  to  enable  them  to  erect  the 
necessary  machinery  for  making  cannon,  when  no 
contract  for  that  object  had  been  made.  The  only  case 
which  has  occurred  since  I  took  charge  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  which  can  have  given  rise  to  that  part  of 
the  resolution,  is  one  connected  with  the  public  money 
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deposited  by  the  Receher  at  CincinDtti,  in  the  Fsr* 
mers  and  Mechanici*  Bank  of  that  place. 

That  bank,  a  short  time  after  the  date  of  its  agree- 
ment with  the  Department,  in  1819,  stopped  payment, 
and  has  not,  when  called  upon,  ofiered  any  ezplana- 
tione,  or  given  any  reply,  to  the  seTerai  letters  ad- 
dressed to  it  by  the  Department  When,  in  the  oonrse 
of  that  year,  Mr.  Whann  visited  Cincinnati,  as  the 
agent  of  the  Treasury,  to  convert  the  special  deporite 
into  current  notes  or  specie,  or  to  obtain  acknowledg- 
ments that  should  bear  interest,  he  reported  that  all 
the  banks  upon  which  he  had  called,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics',  had  shown  a  dis- 
position to  act  fairly — ^had  exposed  to  him  the  state  of 
their  affairs,  and  given  him  such  explanations  as  were 
satisfactory ;  but  that  the  officers  of  that  bank  had  re- 
fused to  expose  the  state  of  its  affairs,  or  give  expla- 
nations of  any  kind.  It  also  refused  to  give  any  re- 
ceipt or  acknowledgment  of  the  amount  which  had 
been  deposited  in  it.  No  return  has  yet  been  made 
by  the  bank  to  the  Treasurer,  or  to  his  office,  stating 
the  amount  in  its  possession.  These  circumstances 
had  produced  a  most  unfavorable  impression,  net  only 
as  to  the  integrity  with  which  the  bank  was  directed, 
but  also  as  to  its  solvency.  In  the  spring  of  1820, 
Colonel  Johnson,  of  the  Senate,  as  the  agent  of  his 
brother,  applied  to  the  department  to  ascertain  whether, 
upon  his  transferring  notes  to  the  United  States,  upon 
persons  in  good  credit,  in  this  place,  a  credit  would 
be  given  to  his  brother  for  the  amount  with  the  Far- 
mers' and  Mechanics'  Bank.  Believing,  as  I  did,  from 
^e  circumstances  which  have  been  stated,  that  the 
debt  due  by  the  bank  was  not  safe,  and  that  notes  up- 
on solvent  persons  in  this  place  afforded  a  more  certain 
prospect  of  receiving  payment  than  from  the  bank, 
the  ofler  was  accepted ;  and  notes,  to  the  amount  of 
930,683  24,  a  considerable  proportion  of  which  were 
secured  by  mortgage,  were  depoisited  in  the  Branch  of 
the  United  Sutes'  Bank  in  this  place,  and  a  credit  for 
the  amount  given  to  Colonel  Johnson  with  the  bank 
at  Cincinnati.  The  transaction,  however,  was  never 
considered  as  a  loan  of  money.  It  was,  in  fact, 
changing  one  debt  for  another,  and  receiving,  as  it 
was  then,  and  Is  slill  believed,  a  better  security  for  it 
than  what  was  given  in  exchange.  Subsequent  re- 
flection, however,  upon  the  subject,  excited  doubts 
whether  the  responsibility  of  changing  the  nature  of 
any  debt  due  to  the  United  States,  except  by  taking 
oollateral  or  additional  security,  ought  to  be  incurred 
by  the  department.  An  application  of  a  similar  kind, 
made  subsequently,  by  the  same  gentleman,  was 
aeeordingly  declined. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

W.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  JoBir  GAiKLAnn, 

Praident,  pro  tern.,  of  the  Senate. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  message  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  announcing  its  disagreement 
to  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  bill  supplemen- 
tary to  the  Revolutionary  pension  laws. 

[The  amendment  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  was  a  clause  inserted  by  the  Sen- 
ate, to  reduce  all  the  Revolutionary  pensions 
twenty  per  cent.] 

Mr.  Noble  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  indefi- 
nitely. 


Mr.  MoRRiL,  of  New  Hampshire,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  President :  I  rise  to  address  jou  on  this  oc- 
casion, with  a  feeling  and  sensibility  not  usually 
excited.  This  is  a  subject  in  which  not  onlf 
many  individuals,  but  the  Congress  of  the  natioQ 
and  the  whole  country  itself^  are  deeply  interested. 
It  is  a  vital  question,  touching  the  liberality,  ibe 
justice,  and  faith,  of  the  nation. 

Sir,  I  do  not  present  myself  to  the  Senate  as  the 
advocate  of  the  intemperaU  and  dUko»e$l  soldier, 
but  the  poor,  honest,  disheartened  RevolutioDorr 
warHor — the  poor  man  who  fought  your  battles, 
defended  your  rights,  sustained  your  charade, 
and  achieved  your  privileges.  I  am  impelled  to 
this  1>y  the  disappointments  and  necessities  of  the 
heroes  of  the  Revolution.  My  view  of  the  pledged 
honor  and  justice  of  the  nation  excites  me  to  uiii 
duty.  In  the  performance  of  it,  my  design  will 
be,  Kposs^ie,  to  convince  the  Senate,  Cbls  intimated 
by  the  honorable  .gentleman  from  Indiana,  Mr. 
MoBLE,)  that  this  bill  ouffht  not  to  be  postponed; 
but^  to  pass  into  a  law.  I  view  the  laws  oo  this 
subject  as  constituting  a  contract  of  a  solemo 
nature  between  the  Government  and  the  ReroW 
tionary  soldier.  Perhaps,  sir,  I  should  not  us« 
language  too  strong,  if  1  were  to  say,  they  vest  ia 
them  a  right,  which  is  not  to  be  aliodated  without 
the  consent  of  both  parties.  You  promised  them* 
would  they  prove,  to  your  satisfaction,  that  tbef 
had  performed  certain  services,  under  certain  cit 
cumstances,  and  now  are,  or  at  any  future  period 
may  be,  so  poor,  as  to  need  the  assistance  ot  their 
country  for  support,  you  would  give  them  a  pes- 
sion  diiring  life.  They  have  com|died  with  yoar 
proposition ;  they  have  confirmed  the  contract  on 
their  part ;  it  is  now  complete,  and  yon  bare 
pledged  the  honor  and  faith  of  the  nation  to  fulfil 
it  on  your  part.  They  had,  and  still  have  reason 
to  believe,  that  they  will  perform  this  act  of  justice 
and  good  faith,  because  it  was  promised  and  pro- 
mulgated  in  a  public  law  of  the  land,  made  by  the 
constituted  authorities — ^the  Representatives  of  the 
people. 

Sir,  what  have  you  promised?  To  sustain  my 
positions,  I  must  recur  to  the  laws  which  you  bare 

Sassed  on  this  subject  In  the  act  of  the  18ih  of 
larch,  1818,  you  promise  "  that  every  commis- 
'  sioned  officer,  non-commissioned,  musician,  aad 
private  soldier,  d^.,  who  served  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution  until  the  end  thereof,  or  for  the  term 
of  nine  months  or  longer,  at  any  one  period  of  the 
war,  on  the  Continental  establishment,  dbc,  who 
is  yet  a  resident  citizen  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
who  is,  or  hereafter,  by  reason  of  his  reduced  cir- 
cumstances in  life^  shall  be  in  need  of  assistanct 
from  his  country  for  support,  and  shall  have  sub- 
stantiated his  claim  to  a  pension,  in  the  roanoe: 
hereinafter  directed,  shall  receive  a  pension  froia 
the  United  States,  if  an  officer,  of  twenty  dollsn 
per  month,  during  life ;  if  a  non-commissioned  offi- 
cer, mariner,  musician,  marine,  or  private  soldier. 
of  eight  dollars  per  month  during  life."  This,  sdr, 
s  your  engagement.  The  second  section  defies 
he  evidence  necessary  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  thu 
act,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  shall  be  transmit- 
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ted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  expressly  says, 
"  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  if  satisfied  (note  the  ez- 
^  pressioD,)  the  applicaDt  comes  under  the  provi- 
'  MODS  of  this  act,  to  place  such  officer,  musician, 
^  marioer,  marine,  or  soldier,  on  the  pension  list 
'  ofthe  United  States."  These  quotations  contain 
all  the  essential  provisions  of  this  law.  In  their 
application^  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
War  exercised  a  liberality  honorable  and  just ;  but 
perhaps  too  extensire  for  the  existing  state  of  the 
Treasury,  it  not  being  apprehend^  so  great  a 
number  could  possibly  apply  for  the  benefits  of 
this  law.  But,  in  consequence  of  an  undue  zeal, 
and  a  misconstruction  ofthe  law  by  many  of  the 
courts,  and  an  avaricious  disposition  of  the  appli- 
cants, a  much  greater  number  was  placed  on  the 
pension  roll  than  was  anticipated,  or  than  was 
justJy  entitled.  But,  sir,  it  oueht  to  be  borne  in 
mind,  that  the  Secretary  of  War  was  to  receive 
the  testimony,  the  certificate  of  the  court,  and,  '*  if 
then  satisfied  that  the  applicant  came  within  the 
provisions  of  the  act,  to  place  him  on  the  pension 
Ibt.-^  He  formed  his  opmion  from  the  testimony 
pat  into  his  hands,  taken  under  such  regulations, 
and  before  such  a  tribunal  as  you  had  prescribed. 
As  before  observed,  it  was  thought  that  the  testi- 
moDy  was  not  procured  with  that  scrupulous  at- 
tention to  correctness,  nor  the  certificates  given 
with  that  good  faith,  which  was  desirable;  and, 
abo,  that  the  construction  of  the  law,  given  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War,  was  too 
liberal  A  remedy  was  necessary.  This  gave 
rise  to  the  act  of  May  1st,  1820.  This  is  more 
Dartjcularly  explanatory  ofthe  act  of  March,  1818. 
Here  we  learn  the  intention  of  Congress  on  this 
subject :  it  is,  that  all  persons,  of  the  description 
stated  in  said  act,  under  the  circumstances  therein 
mentioned,  who  then  were^  or  at  any  future  time 
might  be,  in  such  reduced  circumstances  as  to  need 
the  assistance  of  their  country  for  support,  should 
be  placed  on  the  pension  roll  of  the  United  States. 
In  order  the  more  accurately  to  ascertain  the  real 
property  of  the  applicant,  and  decide  correctly 
whether  he  was  in  such  reduced  circumstances  as 
to  need  the  assistance  of  his  country  for  support, 
the  law  of  May  1st,  1820,  provides^  "  that  no  per- 
'  son  who  now  is,  or  hereafter  may  be,  placed  on 
^  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States,  by  virtue 

*  of  the  act  of  March,  1818,  shall,  after  the  pay- 
^  ment  of  that  part  of  the  pension  which  became 
'  due  on  the  4tli  of  March,  1820.  continue  to  re- 
'  ceive  such  pension  until  he  shall  have  exhibited 
'  to  some  court  of  record,  dbc.  a  schedule,  sub- 
^  scribed  by  him,  containing  his  whole  estate  and 
'  income,  (necessary  clothiug  and  bedding  except- 
^ed,)  and  shall  have  taken  and  subscribed  an 

*  oaih,'»  &c. 

A  certified  copy  of  this  schedule,  oath,  and 
opinion  of  the  court,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War.  The  second  section  provides, 
'*  That,  on  the  receipt  of  the  copy  of  the  schedule 
'and  oath,  it  shall  be  the  duty  ot  the  Secretary  of 
'  the  Department  of  War  to  cause  to  be  stricxen 
'  from  the  list  of  pensioners  the  name  of  such^per- 
^  son,  in  case  the  said  person  shall  not,  in  his 
'  opinion,  be  in  such  indigent  circumstances  as  to 


*  be  unable  to  support  himself  without  the  assist- 

*  ance  of  his  country." 

These  are  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  May  1st, 
1820.  How  to  put  them  into  full  operation,  the 
honorable  Secretary  seems  to  have  been  at  his 
wit's  end.  A  new  course  must  be  adopted — a 
process  which  will  sweep  from  the  pension  roll  a 
great  portion  of  those  who  deserved  well  of  their 
country.  To  efiect  this,  an  opinion  must  be 
formea;  because  his  opinion  is  to  decide  the  fate 
of  the  applicant,  nolens  volens.  To  form  an  opin- 
ion, on  principle,  some  definite  rule  or  standard 
must  be  devised  and  established.  And,  sir,  while 
attending  to  this  part  of  his  duty,  the  honorable 
Secretary  seems  to  have  been,  completely  beside 
himself.  In  his  effort  to  avoid  ScyUa,  he  has  fallen 
upon  CharybdiSf  and  while  here,  he  must  have 
settled  the  rule  by  which  he  was  to  be  governed 
in  all  his  decisions  under  the  operation  of  the  acts 
of  March.  1818,  and  May,  1820.  What  is  this 
rule  by  which  the  honorable  Secretary  was  to  de- 
cide all  cases  under  the  aforesaid  acts?  It  is  this; 
the  property  of  the  applicant  is  to  be  estimated  by 
the  schedule,  deducting  therefrom  "mortgages 
given  at  the  time  of  the  purchase  of  the  property, 
and  judgment  debts  of  an  old  date."  This  rule 
we  find  in  an  official  report  made  by  the  honor- 
able Secretary  of  War.  Is  not  this  a  singular 
rule,  unreasonable  and  absurd  ?  Nay.  unjust  in 
the  extreme  ?  The  schedule  of  an  applicant  may 
amount  to  two  hundred  dollars.  There  may  be  a 
judgment  debt,  of  recent  date,  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  dollars ;  he  may  also,  in  view  of  his  pension, 
purchase  a  small  piece  oi  land,  to  the  amount 
of  two  hundred  dollars,  and,  at  the  time  of  pur- 
chase, may  procure  an  endorser;  but  the  pur- 
chaser, not  punctually  fulfilling  his  contract,  the 
endorser  becomes  dissatisfied,  and  takes  his  name 
from  the  paper,  in  consequence  of  which,  the  pur- 
chaser, to  satisfy  the  grantor,  gives  a  mortgage ; 
this, not  being  "given  at  the  time  of  the  purchase 
of  the  property.'"  although  the  grantee  may  not, 
in  fkcij  be  wortn  one  single  cent,  cannot,  by  the 
rule  of  the  honorable  Secretary,  be  deducted  from 
the  schedule,  any  more  than  the  recent  judgment 
debt  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  above 
stated.  Further,  the  applicant  may  justly  owe, 
on  accomnts,  notes,  or  bonds,  the  full  amount  of 
his  schedule,  nay  more,  and  tne  honorable  Secre- 
tary exclude  him,  under  the  operation  of  his  rule. 
This  is  the  practical  operation  of  the  rule.  This 
being  its  operation,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  it  is 
unreasonable,  absurd,  and  unjust.  Thus  we  dis- 
tinctly see,  there  may  be  ^ona,^  demands  against 
the  applicant,  to  the  full  amount  of  his  schedule, 
and  much  more,  and  this  proved  to  the  perfect 
satisfaction  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War, 
and  yet,  by  his  rule  and  dictum,  he  is  stricken 
from  the  list.  Was  there  ever  a  tribunal  on  earth 
that  decided  the  real  value  of  a  person's  estate  by 
what  he  possessed  without  reference  to  what  he 
owed  ?  These  are  the  evils  we  wish  to  remove. 
Sir,  the  operation  of  this  rule  was  to  strike  from 
the  roll  a  great  number  of  the  poorest  pensioners 
on  the  list.  With  respect  to  the  quo  animo  in  this 
case,  I  make  no  inquiry ;  but,  as  to  the  quo  jure,  I 


311 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


31 


Senate. 


Revolutionary  Pensions, 


Febbuary,  182 


do  inquire.  I  distinctlv  ask,  and  I  hope  some  | 
honorable  gentleman  ot  this  House  will  answer 
the  question,  by  what  sound  principle,  or  rule  of 
law,  could  such  a  regulation  oe  established,  and 
such  decisions  be  made?  They  are  beyond  my 
comprehension ;  this  may  be  owing  to  the  imbe- 
cility of  my  mind ;  but  I  hope,  if  they  are  within 
the  scope  of  human  intellect,  they  will  be  made 
known,  and  illustrated  by  some  honorable  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate.  Sir,  I  said  some  of  the  poorest 
pensioners  have  been  stricken  from  the  list,  under 
the  operation  of  those  regulations.  Many  who 
obtained  a  pension  under  the  law  of  March,  1818, 
were  at  the  time  extremely  poor,  without  house  or 
home.  Under  the  expectation  of  receiving  from 
the  Government  tf  small  pittance,  annually,  dur- 
ing life,  they  made  a  purchase,  of  perhaps  a  few 
acres  of  land,  with  a  small  house,  where  they 
might  repose  in  life,  and  go  down  to  the  grave  in 
peace.  On  this  perchance  they  might  make  one 
payment,  and  owe  the  remainder.  Their  pension 
is  suspended — ^their  means  of  payment  completely 
destroyed ;  but  they  have  made  a  contract,  on  the 
faith  of  your  contract,  and  their  contract  must  be 
fulfilled  ;  but,  your  withholding  the  means,  they 
are  utterly  unable ;  the  creditor  calls,  and  not  only 
the  property  just  purchased  is  taken  to  discharge 
the  demand,  but  whatever  trifle  the  pensioner 
might  previously  possess,  is  swallowed  up  in  the 
interest  and  cost,  and  he  is  left  perfectly  destitute. 
These  are  the  persons  on  whom  this  rule  operates 
most  unjustly.  They  are  the  most  judicious  and 
honest  portion  of  your  applicants.  They  were 
disposed  to  make  a  good  use  of  your  act  of  justice 
and  liberality.  They  were  honest  in  making  their 
inventory,  yea,  too  honest  to  come  under  the  opera- 
ation  of  the  honorable  Secretary's  rule. 

Many  of  this  character  are  left  without  a  cent ; 
more  wretched  and  miserable  than  they  were  when 
they  first  received  a  pension. 

The  novelty  of  this  rule,  and  its  unjust  opera- 
tion, excited  an  interest  throughout  the  nation,  and 
a  peculiar  sensibility  in  the  other  House  of  Con- 
gress. The  general  impression  was,  that  the  hon- 
orable Secretary  would  come  to  himself,  and,  on 
reflection,  restore  to  the  pension  roll  some  whom 
he  had  stricken  off,  and  tnrown  into  despondency 
and  wretchedness,  tenfold  more  distressing  than 
that  in  which  he  found  them.  This  reasonable 
expectation  grew  out  of  the  peculiar  plainness  of  the 
law  to  authorize  such  an  act.  Hence,  new  repre- 
sentations and  pressing  applications  were  made 
for  revisions  and  reversions ;  but  all  in  vain.  The 
honorable  Secretary  was  inaccessible  and  im- 
moveable ;  still,  however,  he  found  himself  in  a 
dilemma;  but,  being  determined  to  adhere,  he 
thought  to  avoid  the  consequences  by  dividing  the 
responsibility  between  himself  and  the  Attorney 
Creneral.  In  comes  his  aid.  And  what  was  the 
result  of  these  combined  powers  of  intellect  and 
law?  The  Attorney  General  very  gravely  says: 
**  I  am  asked  whether  the  Secretary  of  War  has 

*  any  power  to  restore  to  the  list  of  pensioners,  on 

*  subsequent  and  different  evidence,  the  name  of 

*  any  person  who  may  have  been  stricken  off,  on 

*  the  evidence  of  the  schedule :  to  which  I  answer, 


*  he  has  not ;  because  the  law,  which  is  the  oo 
'  warrant  of  authority  to  him,  gives  him  no  su 
'  power."    I  consider  this  opinion  an  evasion. 
say  the  least.    If  the  Attorney  General  meant 
law  of  May,  1820,  only,  this  may  be  less  exe 
tionable,  because  that  law  does  not  touch  this  p 
ticular  point.   Did  not  the  Attorney  General  kn 
that  the  Secretary  of  War  was  acting  under  i 
express  provisions  of  two  laws  ?    That  they  we 
both  to  nave  influence  on  his  conduct?    But, 
says,  this  law  gives  no  power  to  rei«tore.    Vel 
gooQ.  there  was  no  need  of  it ;  this  power  was 
pressiy  eiven  in  the  law  of  March,  1818,  and  oe 
repealed  nor  abridged  by  the  law  of  May,  18^ 
Hence,  I  say,  that  opinion  evaded  and  ohscu 
the  real  object.    What  says  the  law  of  Mar 
1818  ?    It  is.  this :  "  every  soldier,  dx.,  who  is 
^  hereafter  shall  be,  by  reason  of  his  reduced  c 
'  cumstances  in  life,  in  need  of  assistance  from 

*  country  for  support,  shall  receive  a  pensio 
who  then  was,  or  at  any  future  period  might 
reduced,  ^c.  Here  is  express  power  given  to  t 
Secretary  of  War,  at  any  time  when  he  is  "sat 
fled  the  applicant  comes  under  the  provisions 
this  act,"  to  place  him  on  the  pension  list.  The 
fore,  no  provision  is  made  for  the  exercise  of  it 
power,  in  the  law  of  May,  1820,  because  it  w 
distinctly  delegated  in  the  previous  law,  and  ncv 
repealed  or  diminished. 

Sir,  I  say,  for  this  appeal  there  was  no  necessity 
because  the  law  is  periectly  intelligible  and  piai 
li  is  impossible  that  this  provision  of  the  act  snod 
be  misunderstood.  This  led  me  to  infer  that  t 
real  object  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War, 
appealing  to  the  Attorney  General,  was  not  for  i 
formation  on  an  obscure  provision  of  law,  but 
divide  the  responsibility. 

Now,  sir,  with  respect  to  the  application  of  tb 
opinion.  It  is  as  arbitrary  as  the  rule  of  the  ho 
orable  Secretary  is  unreasonable.  It  preciad 
him  from  reviewing  and  judging  a  second  tioi 
on  the  same  subject,  under  new  testimony,  aij 
circumstances  entirely  different.  If  a  person 
stricken  off,  "on  the  evidence  of  the  schedule 
yet,  "on  subsequent  and  different  evidence," 
ever  so  perfect  and  satisfactory,  he  cannot  be  r 
stored.  This  is  contrary  to  ordinary  judicial  prj 
ceedings.  The  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts  d 
hear  and  determine;  the  same  cause  can  | 
brought  up  to  the  Supreme  Court,  where  t\ 
same  Judges  may  hear  and  determine  again.  B\ 
not  so  in  this  case.  These  singular  decisions  haj 
given  rise  to  the  present  bill. 

We  will  now  inquire  into  the  object  of  this  bil 
This  may  be  ascertained  by  examining  its  espr^ 
provisions.    "Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  &c-i  ^H 

*  the  Secretary  of  War  be  authorized,  and  he 
^  hereby  authorized  and  required,  to  restore  to  t 
^  list  of  pensioners  the  name  of  any  person  ^^ 

*  may  have  been,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  strickt 

*  therefrom  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congr« 

*  passed  May  1,  1820,  if  such  person,  so  siricfcf 
^  irom  the  list  of  pensioners,  has  heretofore  lu 
'  nished,  or  hereafter  shall  furnish  evidence,  io  r'' 

*  sunnce  of  the  provisions  of  said  act,  to  satisty  i^ 

*  Secretary  of  War  that  he  is  in  such  indigent  a 
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'cumstaDces  as  to  be  unable  to  support  himself 
'witboQt  the  assistance  of  his  country.'*  The 
lecood  section  authorizes  a  judge,  in  case  the 
bodiif  iofinnity  of  a  Rerolutionary  soldier  be 
nth  tbit  he  is  unable  to  attend  in  o])en  court,  to 
take  (he  schedale  and  testimony  at  his  residence, 
ind  report  the  same  to  the  court,  which,  in  that 
esse,  shaU  be  good  and  yalid.  The  third  section 
define  the  time  when  the  pension  shall  commence, 
onder  this  bill. 

Sir,  allow  me  to  ask,  what  is  there  unreasona- 
ble in  the  prorisions  of  this  bill  ?    You  distinctly 
said,  to  yoar  first  and  second  laws,  that  persons 
so  reduced  in  their  circumstances  as  to  be  unable 
to  support  themselTes  without  the  assistance  of 
thfireomtry,  should  receive  a  pension.    You  say 
BO  more  in  this.    In  your  second  law.  vou  pre- 
KTiix  a  mode  by  whicn  this  fact  should  oe  ascer- 
Ca/aed,  which,  not  being  construed  agreeably  to 
foar  intention,  you 'propose  this  bill,  to  direct  a 
Rfiew  of  the  cases  erroneously  decided  under 
^t  law.    No  new  power  is  given  by  this  bill;  it 
is  merely  saying  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  you 
sow  understand  our  meaning,  we  require  you  to 
nerdae  the  power  yon   now  hare,  and  have 
always  had,  nnder  the  existing  pension  laws.    Is 
Bot  tfib  proper,  just,  and  necessary?    Under  the 
tft  of  March,  1818,  18,418  were  nlaced  on  the 
ptosioB  list.    Under  the  law  of  May,  1820,  on 
«.&e4th  of  Soitcmb^.  1822,  there  were  12,331  on 
itfielist;  death,  and  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  War, 
jfhk^t  stricken  off  6,087.    Under  the  law  of  May, 
\  1620,  there  were  rejected  2,391 ;  this  is  the  iium- 
l  ber,  aod  tbeae  are  the  persons,  for  whom  provision 
h  made  in  this  bill :  whom,  we  say,  being  as 
itorious  as  any  now  on  the  list,  ought  to  have 
tike  priTiiege  of  preferring  their  claims  again,  with 
Mch  testimony  as  they  maj  be  able  to  furnish. 
,tVts  is  all  we  ask ;  against  its  justice,  no  one  can 
iblv  object.    For  these  reasons,  I  am  against 
iodefiiiite  postponement  of  the  bill,  and  hope 
will  pass  into  a  law.    Sir,  it  was  my  intention 
to  We  distinctly  shown  the  favorable  operation 
fifth's  bill  upon  the  Treasury,  but  the  honorable 
fe&tlfmaa  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Mills,)  hav- 
ns^niij  illustrated  this  fact,  I  shall  add  no  more, 
fluj  present  my  thanks  to  the  Senate,  for  the  at- 
leauoa  and  candor  which  they  have  bestowed 
opo&  fflf  remarks. 
^eo  Mr.  M.  had  concluded — 
ThequesttoD  was  taken  on  indefinite  postpone- 
'  Aent,  and  decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas  20,  nays 
^  as  follows: 


^Ku— McOTTt.  Barbour,  Benton,  Brown  of  La., 
Brown  of  Ohio,  Eaton«  Edwards,  Elliott,  Gaillard, 
Bolmc»  of  MtMiHippi,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of 
Alahaiaa,  Llojd  of  Maryland,  Macon,  Noble,  Taylor 
af  IfidUna,  Taylor  of  Viiginia,  Van  Dyke,  Ware, 
l^iiliuis  of  Miasiaaippi,  and  Williamt  of  Tennessee. 

^ATs — Heasrs.  Barton,  Boardman,  Chandler, 
^^olf,  Diekeraon,  Findlay,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Kelly, 
^Q?  of  New  York*  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Massa- 
diQietti,  Mitta,  Motril,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Rugglea,  Sey- 
loar,  Smith  of  Maiyland,  Southard,  Stokea,  Thomaa, 
^  Van  Boran. 

Oq  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  that  the  Senate 


insist  on  their  said  amendment,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  21,  nays  22,  as  follows : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Barbonr,  Barton,  Benton,  Brown  of 
Louisiana,  Brown  of  Ohio,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Mistfissippi,  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  Macon,  Noble,  Stokei,  Tay- 
lor of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas,  Van  Dyke, 
Williams  of  Missiaaippi,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee. 

Nats — Messrs.  Boardman,  Chandler,  D'WoIf,  Dick- 
erson,  Eaton,  Findlay,  Holmes  of  Maine,  King  of  New 
York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of 
Maasachuaetts,  MiUa,  Morril,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Boggles, 
Seynoar,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Sonthard,  Van  Buren, 
and  Wars. 


Saturuay,  March  1. 

The  Presiuent  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Postmaster  General,  transmitting  a  statement 
of  all  contracts  made  by  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment during  the  last  year;  and  the  letter  and 
statement  were  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Ruggles,  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Henry  P.  Wilcox,  administrator  of  Joseph  Wil- 
cox, the  memorial  of  William  Patterson,  and 
others,  merchants,  of  the  city  of  Baltimore ;  the 
memorial  of  Alfred  Moore  and  Sterling  Orgain ; 
the  documents  in  support  of  the  claim  of  David 
Cooper ;  the  document  in  support  of  the  claim  of 
Robert  Shaw;  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  in 
relation  to  the  claim jof  Jacob  Butler;  the  petition 
of  Joshua  Clark ;  the  petition  of  Daniel  Brown ; 
the  petition  of  Auffustus  Porter,  and  others ;  the 
petition  of  Samuel  Bent ;  the  petition  of  Jere- 
miah Downs ;  the  petition  of  Edward  Owiu|;s  ; 
the  petition  of  Walker  K.  Armistead ;  the  petition 
of  Richard  S.  Chappel ;  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Eastman;  the  petition  of  Samuel  Odlin;  the  pe- 
tition of  John  Rodgers,  a  Cherokee  chief;  the 
petition  of  James  Pelot ;  the  petition  of  D.  6. 
Cowan ;  and,  also,  the  petition  of  John  Nichol- 
son, marshal  4^  the  United  'States  at  New  Or- 
leans, were  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof,  respectively. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  th^ 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  direct^  to  lay 
before  tne  Senate,  during  the  first  week  of  its 
next  session,  the  amount  of  interest  received  or 
receivable,  in  each  State,  on  the  public  debt ;  the 
amount  of  dividends  paid  or  payable,  in  each 
State,  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes ;  all  in 
reference  to  the  year  1823 ;  and  the  amount  of 
duties  on  tonnage  and  imports,  received  in  each 
port,  during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember next ;  and  the  amount  of  the  direct  taxes 
still  due  and  unpaid,  in  each  State  of  the  United 
States. 

ReidveeL  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  di- 
rected to  lay  bdbre  the  Senate,  during  the  first 
week  of  its  next  session,  a  list  or  the  factories,  in 
each  State,  employed  in  manufacturing  for  sale 
such  articles  as  would  be  liable  to  duties  if  im- 
ported from  foreign  countries ;  the  said  list  to  be 
extracted  from  the  Digest  of  Manufactures,  and 
such  other  sources  of  information  as  he  possesses, 


316 


mSTOEY  OF  CONGRESS. 


316 


S£NAT£. 


Proeeedingt. 


Mabch,  im» 


or  can  obtain ;  and  to  specify,  as  far  as  possible, 
tiie  capital  of  each  factory,  and  whether  it  is  in- 
corporated or  not  by  State  laws. 

B£iolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  lay  before  the  Senate,  during  the  first  week  of 
its  next  session,  the  number  of  Revolutionary 
pensioners,  in  each  State,  then  on  the  pension 
list ;  the  amount  of  money  received  or  receivable, 
in  each  State,  on  account  of  Revolutionary  pen- 
sioners; and  the  amount  of  the  expense  on  ac- 
count of  the  Academy  at  West  Point,  for  one 
year  preceding  the  30th  of  September  next. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  from  ihe  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill^  entitled 
"An  act  making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifi- 
cations of  the  United  States,  for  tbe  year  1823, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  the  same,  with- 
out amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  the 
Committee  on  Fmance  were  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Seth 
Knowles. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  Richard 
Fordham,  praying  payment  of  arrears  of  wages 
due  to  him  for  services  rendered  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  or  a  pension.  The  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Parrott,  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Afiairs,  tp  which  was  referred  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  exhibiting  a  statement 
of  the  expenditures  and  unexpended  foaluiees; 
the  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Pen- 
sion Fund;  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  rela- 
tion to  a  bounty  on  prisoners  and  gups  taken  in 
piratical  vessels ;  the  petition  of  George  Ulofter ; 
the  petition  of  Sarah  Perry ;  and  also  the  peti- 
tion of  Susan  W.  Eakin,  were  discharf^ed  uom 
the  further  consideration  thereof,  respectively. 

The  resolutioa  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Smith 
of  South  Carolina,  relative  to  the  judgment 
against  William  Duane,  was  taken  up  and 
agreed  to. 

The  report  of  the  Comi^itteeon  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads,  adverse  to  transmitting  the  laws 
of  the  several  States  free  of  postage,  was  also 
<aken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nimrod  Farrow, 
Rifshard  Harris,  and  their  sureties :"  Whereupon, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  it  was  concurrea  in. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  establish  an  additional  land 
office  in  the  State  of  Missouri  f  Whereupoui 
they  concurred  therein. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  further  to  regulate  the  entry  of 
merchandise  imported  into  the  United  States  m}m 
any  adjacent  territory,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  better  organ- 
ization of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States 
within  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  as  amended,  and  passed* 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Cap- 


tain Richard  Hightower,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitkd  "An  act  making  approprii> 
tions  for  the  support  of  Gov^nment  for  the  yev 
1823,"  was  read  the  third  time,  as  amended,  and 
passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  approprii- 
tions  for  tne  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1823,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  vesting  in  the  State 
of  Virginia  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  aii 
the  fines  assessed  Tor  non-performaiice  of  militia 
dutv,  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain, 
witnin  said  State,"  was  read  the  third  time,  as 
amended,  and  passed. 

The  bills  of  the  following  titles  were  severaOy 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed : 

"An  act  supplementary  to  <An  act  rdiatiog  to 
the  ransom  ot  American  captives  of  the  latt 
war;"  "An  act  to  confirm  certain  claims  to  lots 
in  the  village  of  Peoria,  in  the  State  of  lUisoisf 
"An  act  extending  the  time  for  issuing  and  ioca- 
ting  military  land  warrants  to  officers  aad  sol- 
diers of  the  Revolutionary  army ;"  "An  act  to 
amend  the  ordinance  and  acts  of  Congress  fox  tbe 
government  of  the  Territory  of  MichigaD  f  ''Aa 
act  for  the  relief  of  James  Morrison,  of  Keo- 
tuckv  *,"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Say- 
der$"  "An  act  further  to  prolong  the  coatiDO- 
ance  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia ;"  "An  act  fu^ 
ther  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  act,  eotided 
'An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entided  ^Ad  aet 
for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  public  lands, 
prior  to  the  first  July,  1820 ;"  "An  act  to  contisae 
m  force  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  regulating  the 
currency  within  the  United  States  of  the  goU 
coins  of  Great  Britain,  France^  Portagal,  vA 
Spain,  and  the  crowns  of  France,  and  five-franc 
pieces,'  passed  on  the  29th  day  of  April,  1816,  so 
tar  as  the  same  relates  to  the  crowns  ot  France,  and 
five-franc  pieces ;"  "An  act  making  the  goldcoios 
of  Great  Britain,  France,  Portugal,  and  Spaia, 
receivable  in  payment  on  account  of  po^ 
lands ;"  "An  act  to  extend  the  time  allowed  for 
the  redemption  of  lands  sold  for  direct  tax,  is 
certain  cases ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Rees,  of  New  York,  one  of  the  sureties  of  Joseph 
H.  Rees,  deceased,  late  assistant  deputy  jpayina^ 
ter  general  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  r 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Lee,  one  ol  tiie 
sureties  of  John  Ricaud,  late  a  paymaster  in  ^\ 
service  of  the  United  States ;"  "An  act  to  alter 
the  times  of  holding  the  district  court  of  tbe  Uoi- 
ted  States  for  the  district  of  Vermont;"  '^Anact 
for  the  relief  of  Polly  L.  Campbell,  widow  of 
Colonel  John  B.  Campbell,  deceased,  late  of  tbe 
11th  regiment  of  United  States  infantry ;"  "A^ 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Hogan ;"  and  'An 
act  respecting  stamps." 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeotatirff 
informed  the  Senate  that  tbe  House  have  pa^ 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  e&titW 
"An  act  to  estabhsh  a  National  Armory  on  ^ 
Western  waters,"  with  an  amendment ;  aod^  aj^ 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  building 
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of  lightboiues,  light  yesselis,  nod  beacons,  therein 
mentiooed,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with  an 
aiDeo<iment ;  in  which  amendments  they  request 
the  coocurreDce  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
meot  to  the  bill  last  mentioned,  and  concurred 
therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a  National  Armory 
OQ  the  Western  waters,"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *' An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Nimrod  Farrow  and  Richard 
Harru;"  and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (he  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  makiog  further  appropriations  for  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1823 ; 
and,  (he  sanae  having  been  amended,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  House  accordingly ;  and,  the  amend- 
ments being  concurred  in,  they  were  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time,  as 
amended.  The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time, 
as  amended,  and  passed. 

A  mnsaee  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
^'An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government,  for  tne  year  1823."  with  an  amend- 
ment, in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate.  They  concur  in  one,  and  disagree  to 
the  other,  amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill, 
entitled ''An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
military  service  for  the  year  1823." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend* 
meat  to  the  bill  last  mentioned,  disagreed  to  by 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and,  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  the  Senate  receded  there- 
from. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  their 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government,  for 
the  year  1823,"  and  concurred  therein. 

The, Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  altering  the  time  for  holding  the  circuit  court 
in  the  States  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire  ;*' 
and,  no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a  third 
reading ;  and  it  was  read  a  third  time,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  discharge  of  John  Burgin  from  im- 
prisonment;" and,  no  amendment  having  been 
made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  respecting  the  punishment  of  piracy ;"  and, 
no  amendment  having  been  made,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 


Whele,  the  consideration  of  the  bilL  entitled  "An 
act  for  carrying  into  effect  the  Convention  of 
Navigation  and  Commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  France,  concluded  at  Washington,  on 
the  24th  day  of  June,  1822 ;"  and,  no  amendment 
having  been  made  thereto^  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Carr,  of  Kentucky, 
late  paymaster  to  Colonel  Dudley's  regiment  of 
Kentucky  militia;  and  no  amendment  having 
been  maue  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  public  build- 
iags,"  together  with  the  amendment  reported  there- 
to by  the  Committee  on  Finance;  and,  the  amend- 
ment having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  reported 
to  the  House,  amended,  aocovdingly;  and,  the 
same  being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
a  third  reading,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  to  di- 
rect the  withholding  of  the  compensation  of  cer« 
tain  prize  agents;  and,  the  same  having  been 
amended,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  con- 
cerning the  Indians  in  the  Territorv  of  Florida, 
and  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on  the  taole. 

MILITART  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  Senate  took  up,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
Military  Establishment  for  the  year  1833. 

The  Committee  of  Finance,  to  which  this  bill 
had  been  referred  in  the  Senate,  amongst  other 
items,  reported  an  amendment  making  an  appro- 
priation of  $50,000  for  the  extinguishment  of  cer- 
tain Indian  reservatioiis  of  land  in  the  State  of 
Georgia.  [Tliis  is  the  same  proposition  which 
was  so  fully  discussed  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives when  the  same  bill  was  under  consideration, 
and  was  lost  by  a  small  majority.] 

On  the  question  of  concurring  in  this  amend- 
ment a  debate  arose  of  considerable  extent — 
Messrs.  Holmes  of  Maine,  Elliott,  Macon,  Van 
BcREN,  and  Chandler,  supporting  the  appropria- 
tion, and  Mr.  Lanman  opposing  it,  chieny  on  the 
ground  that  the  act  was,  at  this  time,  premature 
and  unnecessary.  The  amendment  was  agreed 
to  without  a  division. 

The  other  amendments  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance  having  been  discussed  and 
adopted — 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  offered  as  an  amend- 
ment an  additional  section,  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  apply  the  unexpended 
balance  of  the  appropriation  of  1820  for  the  ful- 
filment of  the  Cnoctaw  treaty,  in  obtaining  a 
modification  of  that  treaty,  so  as  to  remove  the 
Choctaw  Indians  beyond  the  limuts  of  the  Terri^ 
tory  of  Arkansas. 
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This  amendment  was  supported  by  Messrs. 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Benton,  and  Kino  of 
Alabama,  and  it  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
and  passed. 

OFFICE   OF  MEASURER. 

The  bill  to  abolish  the  office  of  measurer  in  the 
collection  of  the  revenue,  and  assigning  the  da- 
ties  thereof  to  the  inspectors,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  explained  to  the  Senate 
the  grounds  on  which  the  bill  was  predicated,  and 
which  rendered  it  expedient.  The  main  reason 
was,  that  the  office  was  unnecessarv,  and  had  been 
80  stated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  doubting  the  ex- 
pediency of  pulling  down  a  system  of  thirty  years 
standing,  on  such  short  notice,  and  questioning, 
altogether,  from  his  present  information,  the  pro- 
priety of  the  anrangeniient  proposed  by  the  bill,  he 
was  opposed  to  it,  and  entered  into  some  state- 
ments to  show  why  he  deemed  it  inexpedient.  He 
opposed  it,  however,  principally,  on  the  ground 
that  there  was  not  time  properly  to  investigate  the 
subject  now,  and  moved  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  advocated  the  bill  on 
account  of  the  large  amount  it  would  save  in  the 
collection  of  the  revenue. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisii^na,  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table,  but  the  motion  was  negatived — 
ayes  17,  noes  18. 

Some  further  debate  followed  on  the  bill,  in 
which  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  supported  the  bill, 
and  Mr.  Parrott  opposed  it,  who  controverted, 
by  calculations  and  reasoning,  the  facts  and  ar- 
guments urged  in  favor  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Lloyd 
added  some  remaks,  to  show  that,  if  the  offices 
were  united,  the  number  of  inspectors  must  be  in- 
creased in  proportion  to  the  number  of  measurers 
abolished,  so  that  no  saving  would  take  place. 
He  also  read  a  resolution  (subjoined)  which  he 
should  offer,  if  the  bill  were  postponed. 

The  question  bein^  taken  on  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  bill,  it  was  carried — ayes  19, 
noes  12. 

-  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  then  offered  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  read  and  adopted, 
yiz: 

RtMohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  the 
amount  reoeited  by  etexy  officer  in  the  customs,  from 
his  per  diem  and  every  other  allowance  to  which  he  is 
entitled,  in  consequence  of  his  official  employment ; 
and  whether  any  offices  may  not  lie  abolished  consist- 
ent with  the  public  interest. 

The  last  clause  of  the  resolution  was  added  at 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine. 

The  Senate,  then  adjourned  to  five  o^clock  this 
evening. 

Fm  o^dock,  P.  M. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  rendered  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  27th  February,  exhibiting  the 
number  of  officers  and  soldiers  disabled  in  the  ser- 


vice of  the  United  States  in  the  late  war,  who  have 
been  placed  on  the  pension  list  since  the  last  ses- 
sion, &c.,  which  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Ao 
act  for  the  relief  of  Woodson  Wren  f  and  oo 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it  ws^  re- 
ported to  the  House,  read  a  third  time,  and  pas^. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepreseBtati?es 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  following  bills,  with  amendments,  in  which 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate :  "Ad 
act  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and  others f 
"An  act  for  the  punishment  of  frauds  commiiied 
on  the  Government  of  the  United  States  f  "Ad 
act  to  continue  in  force  the  act,  entitled  *Ad  act 
to  provide  for  reports  of  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court,'  passed  the  third  day  of  March,  1817 f 
"An  act  granting  to  the  State  of  Alalnma  tk 
right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  quarter  sectioos  of 
land." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Repres«entatives  to  the  biiJ, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Sterens 
and  others,"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  punishment  of  frauds 
upon  the  Grovernment  of  the  United  States,"  and 
concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bili. 
entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  the  act,  en- 
titled 'An  act  to  provide  for  reports  of  decisions 
of  the  Supreme  Court,'  passed  the  3d  day  of  April 
1817,"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill. 
entitled  "An  act  granting  to  the  State  of  Alabama 
theright  of  pre-emption  to  certain  sections  of  land," 
and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  preceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  granting  to  the  State  of  Alabama 
the  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  quarter  se^ 
tions  of  land,"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^'Ad 
act  supplementary  to  'An  act  for  the  better  organ- 
ization of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  within 
the  State  of  New  York ;"  and,  no  ameodmeni 
having  been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  Huose, 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "As 
act  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  Branson ;"  and,  m 
amendment  having  been  made,  it  was  reported  to 
the  House,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Ai 
act  for  the  relief  of  Sophia  B.  Ford,  Nathan  Ford 
and  Jacob  Arnold,  jr.,  administrators  of  the  esute 
of  Mahlon  Ford,  deceased ;"  and,  no  amendmeBt 
having  been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  Hoo^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  CoRunittee  of  ibc 
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Vi  hole)  the  con^ideratioD  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  James  H.  Clark ;"  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  made,  it  was  reported  to 
the  House,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  to  remit  the  instalments  due  on  cer- 
tain lots  in  Sbawneetown,  in  the  State  of  Illinois," 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands ;  and  the  same  hav- 
ing been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
House,  amended  accordingly ;  and,  the  amend- 
ments being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

[The  title  was  amended  so  as  to  strike  out 
'^  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,"  and 
insert,in  lien  thereof, "  Secretary  of  the  Treasury."] 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  carrv  into  effect  the  ninth  article  of  the 
treaty  concladed  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  the  22d  day  of  February,  1819}"  and,  the 
same  having  been  amended,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House ;  and,  the  amendment  being  concurred  in, 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  providing  for  the  examination  of  the  titles  to 
land  in  that  part  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  situated 
between  the  Rio  Hondo  and  the  Sabine  river;" 
and,  the  same  having  been  amended,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  House ;  and  the  amendment  being 
concurred  in,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  Coffee ;"  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  billj  entitled  "An 
act  to  establish  an  additional  land  office  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan  ;"  and,  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  and  empower  the  Secretary  of  the 
Department  of  the  Treasury  to  sell  the  jpublic  lots 
and  other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  ;"  and,  on  motion,  it 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  Postmaster  General  to  pay  for 
certain  repairs  to  the  General  Post  Office,  and  to 
teep  the  en^ne  house,  the  fire  engine,  and  appara- 
tus, in  repair  *,"  and,  no  amendment  having  been 
tnade  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
let  concerning  invalid  pensions ;"  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
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Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  establishment  of  a  Territorial  govern- 
ment in  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and,  np 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  House,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  discontinue  certain  post  roads  and  to  estab- 
lish others ;"  and  the  same  having  been  amended, 
it  was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly ;  and, 
the  amendments  being  concurred  in,  the  Dili  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  laying  out  and  opening  cer- 
tain public  roads  in  the  Territory  or  Florida ;" 
and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  makinc  appropriations  for  certain  fortifi- 
cations of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1823,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  reported  the  same  with  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  ofered  an  amend- 
ment, for  the  purpose  of  appropriating  the  sum  of 
twenty-nine  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  dellars  for  completing  the  barracks  and  other 
Eublic  buildings  at  Baton  Rouge,  in  the  State  of 
touisiana,  and  explained  at  some  length  the  ne- 
rcessity  of  the  appropriation,  and  earnestly  enforced 
the  adoption  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  and  Mr.  Macon,  op- 
posed it.  Mr.  John  SON,  of  Louisiana.  Mr.  Brown, 
of  Louisiana,  and  Mr.  Benton,  replied,  and  sop- 
ported  the  amendment.  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
and  Mr.  Van  Bdren,  added  a  few  words  in  favor 
of  the  appropriation.  The  amendment  was  adopt- 
ed. The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
as  amended,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Alexander 
Montgomery,  deceased  ;"  and  also  the  resolution 
directing  the  printing  of  the  Journal  of  Congress 
from  the  5th  day  ot  September,  1774,  to  the  3d 
day  of  November,  1786,  with  amendments,  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  last 
mentioned  resolution :  whereupon,  resolved  that 
they  do  not  concur  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  last 
mentioned  bill,  and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  amending  and  supplementarv  to  the  act  for 
ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land  in  the  Ter- 
'  ritory  of  Florida,  and  to  provide  for  the  survey 
and  disposal  of  the  public  loans  in  Florida  ;"  and 
the  same  having  been  amended,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House ;  and,  the  amendments  being  con- 
curred in,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  informed  the  Senate 
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tbat  the  House  insist  on  their  amendment  to  the 
^resolution  directing  the  printing  of  the  Journal  of 
Congress  from  the  5th  day  of  September,  1774,  to 
the  3d  day  of  November,  1786. 

Whereupon,  on  motion,  it  was  Ruolvei^  That 
the  Senate  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to  the 
said  amendment. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Thaddeus  May  hew,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment;  and,  on  his  motion, 
it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  adhere  to 
their  amendment  to  the  resolution  directing  the 

Srinting  of  the  Journal  of  Congress,  from  the  5th 
ay  of  September,  1774,  to  the  3d  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1786. 

[This  being  the  last  day  of  the  session  but  one, 
and  the  joint  rule  of  Congress  forbidding  that  any 
bill  shaU  be  presented  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  for  bis  approbation,  on  the  last  day, 
the  Senate  continued  m  session  until  near  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  considering  the  remaining 
bills  from  the  other  House;  and  in  reading  the 
third  time  and  passing  those  bills  which  had  pre- 
riously,  yesterday  and  to-day,  been  ordered  to  a 
third  reading.] 


MoNOAT,  March  3. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  Robert  Young  and  Richard 
Bland  Lee;  and  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations, to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  en  titled 
"An  act  to  repeal  the  third  section  of  the  act,  en- 
titled 'An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 


'An  act  concerning  navigation,^'  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof,  respect- 
ively, and  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Noble,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  which  was  referred  the  petitioo  of 
Richard  Fordbam,  were  dischaiged  from  the  ixa- 
ther  consideration  thereof. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Holmes^  of  Maine,  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Benjamin  Desobry;  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana^  in  relation  to  tbe 
act  of  Congress  of  1819,  providing  that  forei^ 
coins  should  cease  to  be  current  in  the  United 
States ;  the  instructions  of  the  Legislature  of  AU- 
bama,  in  relation  to  a  tonnage  dutv  on  all  resseL 
coming  to  the  ports  of  Mobile  ana  Blakelejr;  tbe 
memorial  of  tne  same  Legislature,  requesting  i 
treaty  may  be  held  with  the  Cherokee  nition  of 
Indians;  and,  also,  the  resolution  in  relation  to 
the  silver  coins  of  Mexico,  were  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  tnereof,  respectireljr. 

Having  received  official  information  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  had  approred  the 
several  bilb  presented  for  his  signature, 

The  Senate  appointed  Mr.  Macom  and  Mr. 
King,  of  New  York,  to  give  the  customary  notire 
to  the  President  of  tbe  United  Sutes,  that  tbef 
had  completed  all  the  legislative  busines  before 
them,  and  were  ready  to  adjourn. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  the  considetatioBof 
Executive  business,  and  continued  so  occopied 
until  half  past  3  o'clock;  when  they  adjoornra  to 
6  o'clock,  P.  M. 

At  six  o'clock  the  Senate  resumed  its  sesuoo, 
and  continued  with  closed  doors  (deliberating  oo 
Executive  nominations,  it  was  understood,)  Qod) 
a  late  hour;  when  the  Senate  adjourned  #mw  (iv. 


PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


or   THE 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AT  THE  SECOND  8ES8I0N  OF  THE  8EVEXTEENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY 

OF  WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  DECEMBER  S,  182S. 


Monday,  December  2,  1822. 

At  12  o'clock^  precisely,  the  Speaker,  (Mr.  P. 
P.  Basboob,  01  Virginia,)  took  the  chair,  and 
Vr.  SijiusL  BuBCH,  principal  clerk  in  the  office 
ofCkikof  the  House  of  Representatives,  called 
OTci  tbe  roll  of  members,  when  it  appeared  that 
the  fotlowJDg  members  were  present,  viz : 

fflmlbtiifd — ^Joshoa  Casbmmn,  Joseph  Dane,  Ebe- 
£e2<r  Herrick,  Mark  L.  Hill,  Enoch  Lincoln,  and  Wil- 
kn  D.  WiiliamaoD. 

I  From  New  Hampshire. — Josiah  Boiler,  Matthew 
BvTty,  Atfon  Mateon,  William  Plomer,  jr.,  Na- 
ikttiel  Uphan,  and  Thomas  Whipple,  jr. 

Froa  UaiaaekuMii94 — Samuel  C.  Allen,  Praneia 
BirliM,  Lewk  Bigeiow,  Henry  W.  Dwight,  WilUam 
bitii,  riBoChy  FoUer,  Benjamin  Ooftam,  Aaron 
lobtit,  JarBBiiah  Nelson,  John  Reed,  and  Jonathan 
ImkU. 

Fmi  Rhode  Isiand.^-ich  Dnrliee,    and   Samuel 

Idiy. 

^rm  Coimeciieui, — Noyes  Barber,  Heniy  W.  Ed- 
*»^  Jolin  Rusa,  Ansel  Sterling,  Ebenezer  Stoddard, 
■s^tiUcoaTomlinsoD. 

f^m  Fcrsiofi/.— tiamuel  C.  Crafts,  Eliss  Keys, 
toiC.  Mallaiy,    John    Mattocks,    and    Phineas 

^'w  itew  York, — Churchill  C*  Cambreleng,  Samuel 
CtapM,  Allied  Conkling,  John  D.  Dickinson,  John 
GeiiJui^  Jamaa  Hawks,  Thokoss  H.  Hubbard,  Joseph 
trkitBd,  EGiha  Litchfield,  RUthard  McCarty,  Walter 
^<ta«o,  Jtramiah  H.  Pierson,  Nathaniel  Pitcher, 
WiHiaa  B.  Boehester,  Charles  H.  Rnggles,  CadwaU 
^  D.  CoUen,  Hieah  Sterling,  John  W.  Taylor, 
^n  H.  Tncy,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  WUliam 
^  ^u  Wjck,  Heuben  H.  Walworth,  Silas  Wood, 
>^1)nid  Woodcock  J 

^nmfkw  Jeney ^Ttphnim  Bateman,.George  Caa- 
^Jt  Uvis  Condid,  George  Holeombe,  Jamea  Mat- 
*<^t  iQd  Samuel  Swan. 

^^^  Pemuyhanitu — John  Brown,  William  Dar- 
|BfWQ,  George  Denison,  Samuel  Edwards,  Patrick 
'■ntily,  John  Findlay,  Samuel  Gross,  Joseph  Hemp- 
^•ItoMi  NtiShernr,  James  S.  Mitchell,  Thomss  Mur- 
jrr,  jr^  Thomas  Patterson,  John  Phillips,  George 
^uowr,  Thomas  J.  Rogers,  and  John  Tod. 

Pron  Delaware, — ^Louis  McLanS. 

Tn)iB||aryta^.~Philip  Reed,  Joseph  Kent,  Peter 

't«,  John  If  ebon,  Samuel  Smitk,  Henry  R.  War- 
tod  Robctt  Wright. 


From  Virginia, — Mark  Alexander,  William  S.  Ar- 
cher, Burwell  Bsssett,  Robert  S.  Gamett,  Edward  B. 
Jackson,  Jsmes  Jones,  William  McCoy,  Charles  F. 
Mercer,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Ran- 
dolph, Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  Andrew  Ste- 
venson, George  Tucker,  and  Jared  Williams. 

From  North  C*aro/in&~- William  S.  Blackledge, 
Hutchins  G.  Burton,  Henry  Conner,  Weldon  N.  Ed- 
wards, Thomas  H.  Hall,  Charies  Hooks,  John  Long, 
Archibsld  McNeil,  Romulus  Sanders,  Felix  Walker, 
and  Lewis  Williams. 

From  South  Carolina* — Joseph  Gist,  Thomas  R. 
Mitchell,  Starling  Tucker,  and  John  Wilson. 

From  Georgia. — ^Joel  Abbot,  George  R.  Gilmer,  Ed- 
ward F.  Tatnall,  and  Wiley  Thompson. 

From  Kentucky. — ^James  D.  Breckenridge,  Benja- 
min Hardin,  Francis  Johnaon,  John  T.  Johnaon.Thoa. 
Metcalfe,  Thomas  Montgomery,  Anthony  New,  David 
Trimble,  and  Samuel  H.  Woodson. 

From  Tenne$»ee, — Robert  Allen,  Newton  Cannon, 
John  Cocke,  Francis  Jones,  and  John  Rhea. 

From  Ohio, — Levi  Barber,  David  Chambers,  Thos. 
R.  Ross,  John  Slosne,  and  Joseph  Vanee. 

From  Louioiana, — Josiah  Stoddard  Johnston. 

From  ififmn/»ps.— Christopher  Rankin. 

From  IlHnoie, — Dsniel  P.  Cook, 

From  Alabama* — Gabriel  Moore. 

Firom  Miooouri* — John  Scott. 

.The  following  new  members  appeared,  to  wit : 

From  Maine, — ^Mark  Harris,  in  the  room  of  Eaekiel 
Whitmsn,  reaigned. 

From  Pentuylvania^^WoUoT  Forward,  in  the  room 
of  Henry  Baldwin,  resigned;  and  Thomas  Forrest,  in 
the  room  of  William  Milnor,  resigned. 

From  I>ci!BttMrc«-~Daniel  Rodney,  in  the  room  of 
C«sar  A.  Rodney,  resigned. 

From  Virginia* — Jamea  Stephenaon,  in  the  room  of 
Thomas  Van  Swearingen,  deceaaed ;  and 

From  Indiana, — ^Jonathan  Jennings,  in  the  room 
of  William  Hendricks,  resigned — 

Who  severally  produced  their  credentials,  were 
qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Jambs  Woodson  Bates,  the  Deleffate  from 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  also  appeared  and  took 
his  seat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York^  a 
message  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Senate,  m- 
forming  that  body  that  a  quorum  of  this  House 
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was  formed,  and  was  ready  to  proceed  to  busi- 


ness. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  also,  it  was  order- 
ed, that  a  committee  be  appointed,  "to  act  jointly 
with  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  by  the 
Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  that  the  two  Houses  were 
in  session,  and  ready  to  receive  any  communica- 
tion which  he  might  have  to  make  to  them. 

BALLOTING  FOR  CLERK. 

After  receiving  a  message  from  the  Senate,  by 
their  Secretary,  that  they  had  formed  a  quorum — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  it  was  ordered,  that 
the  House  do  now  proceed  to  the  election  of  a 
Clerk,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death 
of  Thomas  Dougherty,  esquire,  late  Clerk  of  this 
House. 

This  being  an  office  to  which  persons  other  than 
members  of  the  House  may  be  elected,  nomina- 
tions of  candidates  are,  b^  tne  rules  of  tne  House, 
required  previous  to  election ;  and  twen^  persons 
were  nominated  as  candidates  for  the  office. 

The  balloting  took  place. 

Mr.  Hill,  from  the  Committee  of  Tellers,  re- 
ported, that  the  whole  number  of  votes  ^iven  in 
was  154,  of  which  William  Milnor  received  14, 
Samael  Burch  10,  Levi  H.  Clarke  19,  B.  S.  Cham- 
bers 17,  S.  D.  Franks  15,  Tobias  Watkins  13, 
Robert  Temple  13,  Edward  W.  Du  Yal  5,  S.  A. 
Foot  9.  James  H.  Pleasants  13,  Mr.  Brings  5.  J. 
S.  Williams  4,  M.  St.  C.  Clarke  9,  and  of  the  other 
votes  not  more  than  three  were  given  to  any  can- 
didate. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  report- 
ed that  the  committee  had  performed  that  duty, 
and  had  received  for  answer  that  the  President 
would,  to-morrow,  at  12  o'clock,  make  a  commu- 
nication to  the  House  in  writing. 

Another  balloting  then  took  place  for  Clerk, 
the  result  of  which  was  as  follows :  Whole  num- 
ber of  votes  140 :  for  Mr.  Temple  15,  Mr.  Foot 

9,  Mr.  L.  H.  Clarke  22,  Mr.  Milnor  12,  Mr. 
Franks  13,  Mr.  M.  St.  Clair  Clarke,  12,  Mr. 
Burch  6,  Mr.  Watkins  10,  Mr.  Chambers  20,  Mr. 
Qoldsborough  4,  Mr.  Pleasants  13 ;  no  one  other 
pecsoa  voted  for  having  more  than  three  of  the  re- 
maining votes. 

A  third  balloting  then  took  place,  which  result- 
ed as  follows :  Whole  nnmber  149 ;  for  Mr.  Tem- 
Sle  23,  Mr.  Foot  8,  Mr.  L.  H.  Clarke  24,  Mr. 
filnor  9,  Mr.  Franks  13;  Mr.  M.  St.  Clair  Clarke 
14,  Mr.  Watkins  12,  Mr.  Chambers  20,  Mr. 
Pleasants  15,  no  one  other  person  voted  for  hav- 
ing received  more  than  four  votes. 

A  fourth  balloting  then  took  place,  in  which  Mr. 
Temple  received  28  votes,  Mr.  Foot  6,  Mr.  L.  H. 
Clarke  26,  Mr.  Milnor  7,  Mr.  Franks  8,  Mr.  M. 
St.  C.  Clarke,  17,  Mr.  Qoldsborough  7,  Mr.  Wat- 
kins 6,  Mr.  Chambers  25,  Mr.  Pleasants  17. 

A  fifth  balloting  took  place,  which  save  to  Mr. 
Temple  46  votes,  Mr.  L.  H.  Clarke  21,  Mr.  Franks 

10,  Mr.  M.  St  C.  Clarke  21,  Mr.  Chambers 
28,  Mr.  Pleasants  8,  and  there  were  9  scattering 
votes. 


The  sixth  balloting  gave  to  Mr.  Temple  54, 
Mr.  L.  H.  Clarke  12,  Mr.  Chambers  29,  Mr.  M. 
St.  C.  Clarke;  24,  Mr.  Pleasants  17,  Mr.  Franks 
9,  and  3  scattering  votes. 

The  House  then  adjourned,  without,  having 
made  an  election  of  Clerk. 


TuESOAY,  December  3. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  From  Coanac- 
ticut,  Daniel  Burrows  ;  from  New  York,  Chae. 
BoRLANO,  jr.,  and  John  J.  Morgan;  fromMsry- 
land,  Rapbabl  Neale  ;  from  Virginia,  Wiluui 
Smith,  John  Floyd,  and  Thomab  L.  Moou: 
from  Kentucky,  John  Speed  Smith;  and  fiom 
Ohio,  John  W.  Campbell,  appeared  and  took 
their  seats. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  letters  from 
the  Secretaries  of  the  State,  Treasury,  War,  tod 
Navy  Departments,  and  from  the  Postmaster  Ges- 
eral,  each  transmitting  a  report  of  the  number  cf 
officers  and  messengers  retamed  in  their  respectfre 
departments,  which  were  severally  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  Houses  ktta 
from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Pennsylrsaia. 
enclosing  authentic  returns  of  the  election  d 
Thomas  Forrest,  Samdgl  D.  lN0HAM,and  Wil* 
TER  Forward,  to  serve  in  this  House  as  Repie^ 
sentatives  of  that  State  in  the  room  of  Wiluai 
Milnor,  Samuel  Moorb,  and  Henry  Bald«ix^ 
who  have  resigned;  which  letter  and  returns  vere 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OP  THE  United  States,  which  was  read,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  five  thousand  copies  ther^ 
of,  with  the  accompanying  documents,  ordered  u 
be  printed  for  the  use  oT  the  members  of  tbis 
House. 

[For  this  Message,  see  Senate  proceedings  cifr 
page  12.] 

ELECTION  OF  CLERIC 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  (the  7tb 
time)  for  a. person  to  fill  the  vacancv  of  Clerk  of 
the  House,  in  the  place  of  the  late  Tfaomtf 
Dougherty,  Esq.,  and  the  votes  were  as  follows: 

For  Robert  Temple,     i6  For  JobnH.PleaftDts^i: 
B.  8.  Chsmbets,    26  WiUiam  Miloor,    H 

I^vi  H.  Clarke,     19  M.  8t  C.  CItrke.   5< 

8.  D.  Franks,         16         Tobiu  Watkiai,    3 
Samoel  A.  Foot,     13 
The  eighth  ballot  gave —     r 

For  Mr.  Temple,  47  For/ 

Mr.  Chsmbenh       25 
Mr.  L.  H.  Clarke,    '' 
Mr.  Franks, 
The  ninth  ballof  i 

For  Mr.  Temple,  .^ 

Mr.  Chamber  " 

Mr.  Franks, 


*  In  this  report  < 
as  afterwards  apf 
credit  of  I>vi  H.  i 
M.  St.  C.  Clarke. 
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Tlie  teath  ballot 
P«T  Hr.  Temple,  '  ^  55  For  Mr.  Foot,  13 

Kr.  Ckamben,        7  Mr.  8t.  C.  CInke,  71 

Mr.  Fnnkfl,  2 

Tlie  elereoth  btllot  gaye— 
Far  Mr.  St.  C.  Cluko,  98  For  Mr.  T«aplo,  48 

So  MiTTBSw  St.  Clair  Clarkb,  having  a 
majority  of  all  the  Totes,  was  declared  by  the 
SptiUB  to  be  duly  elected  Clerk  of  this  noose. 

Mr.  CuRKE  accordingly  attended,  and  was 
svon  iaio  office. 

8TA5PING  COMMITTEES. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  Speaker  be  directed  to  appoint  the  Standing 
CoiDiDittees  of  this  House,  when  the  following 
Suodiog  Committees  were  announced : 

OmmitUe  cf  EUeticns ^Mr.  Sloane,  Mr.  Ed- 

vards  of  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Earkland,  Mr. 
Moore  of  Virnnia,  Mr.  Rosers,  Mr.  Mallary,  and 
Xr.  Tncker  of  Soath  Carolina. 

Omntittee  of  Ways  and  Mxms. — Mr.  Smith  of 
Mvyiazid,  Mr.  McLiane,  Mr.  Mitchell  of  South 
Caiolina,  Mr.  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Thomp- 
son, Mr.  Andrew  Stevenson,  and  Mr.  Cambre- 
leos. 

ConmitUe  of  Ctotnw.— Mr.  Williams  of  North 
Carolina,  Mr.  McCoy,  Mr.  Edwards  of  Connec- 
tint,  Mr.  Litchfield,  Mr.  Forrest,  Mr.  Matson, 
ud  Mr.  Reed  of  Maryland. 

Ojnittu  of  Commerce^ — ^Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  Tom- 
iiosoQ,  Mr.  Hill,  Mr.  Abbot,  Mr.  Morgan,  Mr. 
Hardin,  and  Mr.  Dnrfee. 

(^'^mittee  of  PuUie  Lands. — ^Mr.  Rankin,  Mr. 
hott,  Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Cannon,  Mr.  Sterling  of 
Sew  York,  Mr.  Bassett.  and  Mr.  Jennings. 

Oj^^HitUe  on  Ae  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads — Mr. 
mncts  Johnson,  Mr.  Hooks,  Mr.  Gross,  Mr.  Stod- 
bni.  Mr.  Campbell  of  New  York,  Mr.  Bateman, 
lai  Mr.  Wilson. 

J>wiiu forthe  DisiTict  of  CWim&ia— Mr.  Kent, 
■J.  Mercer,  Mr.  Neale,  Mr.  Matlack,  Mr.  Patter- 
■pQ  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Rochester,  and  Mr. 
'>mo  Stephenson. 

.9*asB«o»tii«  Judioiary — ^Mr.  Nelson  of  Vir- 
^t  Mr.  Plnmer  of  New  Hamp^ire,  Mr.  Dick- 
M.  Mr.  Burton,  Mr.  Sanders,  Mr.  Johnston  of 
yvsamk^  and  Mr.  Hemphill. 

O^simitM  oa  Pensions  am  EevoUUionarp  Claims, — 
P  Rhea,  Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Eddy,  Mr.  Allen  of 
"^sessce,  Mr.  Wm.  Smith,  Mr.  Hubbard,  and 
^.  Barber  of  Ohio. 

^^i&ittu  on  PMic   EscpendUwes ^Mr.  Mont- 

P^,  Mr.  Dwight,  Mr.  Crafts,  Mr.  Gcbhard, 
^'  Gist,  Mr.  Tatnall,  and  Mr.  Harris. 

C^smUue  on  Private  Land  Claims, — ^Mr.  Camp- 
Aof  Obio,Mr.  Conkling,  Mr.  Moore  of  Alabama, 
V-  Upbam,  Mr.  Sterling  of  Connecticut,  Mr. 
^Dp,  and  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer. 

^'9tiUu  on  Manufacturts, — Mr.    Tod,  Mr. 

oodson,  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Conner,  Mr.  Nelson 

Maryland,  Mr.  Condict,  and  Mr.  Forward. 

^mttu  on  Agriculture — Mr.  Butler,  Mr.  Bay- 
Mr.  Gamett,  Mr.  McNeil,  Mr.  Vance,  Mr. 

*ay,  and  Mr.  New. 


Qmmittse  on  Indian  Affairs. — ^Mr.  Metcalfe,  Bftr. 
Bigelow,  Mr.  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Mer- 
cer, Mr.  McCarty,  Mr.  Williamson,  and  Mr.  Wil- 
liams of  Virginia. 

Committu  on  Foreign  Affairs, — Mr.  Russell,  Mr. 
Wright,  Mr.  Trimble,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Archer, 
Mr.  Farrelly,  and  Mr.  Rodney. 

C^mimittee  on  MUitarg  Affairs, — Mr.  Eustis.  Bilr. 
Cocke,  Mr.  Walworth,  Mr.  Darlinjg^ton,  Mr.  Smith 
of  Kentucky,  Mr.  McCoy,  and  Mr.  Mattocks. 

Committee  on  Navai  Affivrs, — ^Mr.  Fuller,  Mr. 
Randolph,  Mr.  Gilmer,  Mr.  Colden,  Mr.  War- 
field,  Mr.  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr, 
Harvey. 

CcmmiJlUe  on  Revisal  and  UnAnished  Business, — 
Mr.  Ross,  Mr.  Hawks,  and  Mr.  Brown  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Committee  on  Accounts, — ^Mr.  Allen  of  Massachu- 
setts, Mr.  Swan  and  Mr.  Roggles. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HiLL^the  Clerk  was  directed 
to  cause  the  members  of  this  House  to  be  furnished 
with  such  newspapers  as  they  may  elect;  the  ex- 
pense of  each  member  not  to  exceed  the  price  of 
three  daily  papers. 


WfiDHfisoAT,  December  4. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  North  Carolina, 
JosiAH  Caunup,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

A  new  member,  to  wit :  from  South  Carolina, 
Anorew  R.  Govan,  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  death  of  James  Overstreet^  ap- 
pealed, produced  his  credentials,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cockb,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
Uie  e^[)ediency  of  prescribing  by  law  a  mode  bv 
which  the  Senators  and  Representatives  and  Del- 
ates in  Congress  shall  receive  their  compensa- 
tion ;  and  also  a  mode  by  which  the  oontingent 
expenses  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives shall  be  liouidated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MooUfi,  of  Alabama,  thd  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  or  allowing  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama three  Representatives,  in  conformitv  with 
the  section  of  the  act,  entitled  ^*An  act  tor  the 
apportionment  of  Representatives  among  the  sev- 
eral States,  according  to  the  fourth  census." 

Mr.  Bateman  proposed  to  proceed  to-morrow 
to  elect  a  Chaplain  on  the  part  of  this  House ;  but 
the  joint  resolution  on  the  subject  not  having  yet 
eorae  down  from  the  Senate,  Mr.  B.  waived  ids 
motion  for  the  present. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WALWoaTH,  the  credentials 
of  the  newly-elected  members  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections. 

THE  MILITIA. 

Mr.  Whipple,  of  New  Hampshire,  offered  for 
consideration  the  following  resolution : 

Resolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  smend- 
ing  the  act  making  provision  for  arming  and  equip- 
ping the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  Sta  te  s 
passed  April  23,  1808,  so  that  the  arms,  provided  in 
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Tirtoe  of  faid  set,  and  transmitted  to  the  leTeral  Statea 
composiog  this  Union,  and  the  Territories  thereof, 
shall,  by  each  State  and  Territoxy,  be  deposited  and 
kept  in  proper  arsenals,  to  be  provided  by  each  State 
or  Territoiy,  to  be  delivered  to  the  militia  thereof  only 
when  they  may  be  called  into  actual  senrice. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  suggested  that  the 
committee  to  be  appointed  on  the  general  subject 
of  this  resolution  would  seem  to  be  the  proper  one 
to  which  to  refer  the  consideration  of  this  resolu- 
tion. At  the  last  session,  Mr.  T.  had  himself 
been  of  opinion  that  all  subjects  connected  with 
the  militia  and  with  the  army,  should  be  referred 
to  the  same  committee.    But,  on  the  motion  of  a 

gentleman  from  Tennessee,  a  different  direction 
ad  been  given  to  them,  so  as  to  refer  to  separate 
committees  what  related  to  the  militia  and  to  the 
army.  This  course  having  been  pursued  at  the 
first  session  of  the  present  Congress,  he  thought 
it  ought  to  be  persevered  in  at  this  session,  to  the 
end  £at  the  same  gedtlemen,  or  nearly  the  same, 
being  appointed  on  the  same  committees,  the 
House  might  have  the  advantage  of  the  informa- 
tion gained  and  the  reflection  bestowed  upon  the 
subjects  at  the  last  session.  For  the  present,  there- 
fore, he  moved  that  this  resolve  should  lie  on  the 
table,  until  the  committees  should  have  been  ap- 
pointed on*  the  President's  Message. 

Mr.  Whipple  assenting  to  this  course,  the  re- 
solve was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylob, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  President's  Message — ^Mr.  Condict  being 
called  to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Taylor  proposed  the  following  resolves: 

1.  Ruohed,  That  so  mnch  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Statea  ae  relates  to  the  Con- 
vention of  Navigation  and  Commerce  between  the 
United  States  and  France,  and  the  commerce  between 
the  United  Statea  and  the  British  colonies,  be  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Afikirs. 

2.  JUiolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  ninth  article  of  the  Treaty  with 
Spain,  by  which  Florida  was  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

3.  Resolved^  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  subject  of  revenue,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

4.  Resohedj  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sege  as  relates  to  the  Military  Establishment,  the  Aca- 
demy at  West  Point,  fortifications,  and  arsenals,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

6.  Reeolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplin- 
ing the  Militia,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

6.  Beeoivedy  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  Navy  and  the  suppression  of 
piracy,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs. 

7.  Beeoived,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  suppression  of  the  Slate  Trade, 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

8.  Reaoived,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
ssge  as  relates  to  the  ciecution  of  the  '*Act  to  sbolish 


the  United  States  Trading  Establishmeats,"  ao4  tke 
condition  of  the  Indians  in  the  Territory  of  Flondi 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  AAurt. 

9.  Remthed,  That  so  much  of  the  Presideat't  Mct- 
sage  as  relates  to  Manufactures,  and  the  appointneu 
of  an  agent  to  superintend  the  lead  mines,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Mannfactnres. 

10.  Reeoioedy  That  so  much  of  the  Presideat'i  Mei- 
sage  as  relates  to  the  Cumberland  Road,  be  referred  to 
a  select  committee. 

11.  Reiolved,  That  the  said  select  eommittees  have 
lesve  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

These  resolves  were  agreed  to  without  debate 
or  opposition,  and,  the  Speaker  having  resumed 
the  Chair,  they  were  all  in  like  manner  concorred 
in,  with  the  exception  of  that  which  refers  to  tbe 
African  slave  trade. 

That  resolution  being  before  the  Honse-^ 

Mr.  Wrigbt,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  his  desiie 
to  have  the  resolution  relative  to  the  African  slare 
trade  considered  by  itself  did  not  proceed  iim 
any  objection  to  that  resolution,  but  from  a  desire 
to  impress  the  House  with  its  importance,  and 
lead  to  such  measures  as  might  effectually,  is  &r 
as  depended  on  the  American  Gk>vernmenl,  effect 
the  entire  suppression  of  the  slave  trade.  The 
American  people,  coevally  with  the  formation  of 
their  Grovernment,  bv  an  article  of  that  instrument, 
laid  the  foundation  lor  the  suppression  of  that  ne- 
farious traffic,  against  which  every  Americaa 
heart  revolts. 

This  subject,  Mr.  W.  said,  had  been  refeired 
to  select  committees  at  the  last  two  sessions  of 
Congress,  which  had  each  represented  the  facts 
deemed  important  by  them,  and  severally  recom- 
mended a  resolution,  '^  that  the  President  be  r^| 
quested  to  enter  into  such  arrangements  as  hemaf 
deem  suitable  and  proper,  with  one  or  more  of  tbe 
maritime  Powers  of  Europe,  for  the  effectual  abo* 
lition  of  the  slave  trade."  By  some  of  these  Pow- 
ers, it  had  been  thought  indispensable,  to  efiixt 
that  object,  that  a  right  of  search  should  be  granted 
to  a  certam  number  of  ships  of  the  contracting 
parties  of  equal  force,  especially  licensed,  and 
within  a  certain  limit  authorized  to  exercise  that 
right.  The  American  Government  had  felt  ai 
indisposition  to  adopt  that  mode,  from  apprehen- 
sions that  it  might  be  abused,  and  from  a  doubt  oj 
their  Constitutional  powers.  Mr.  W.  said  it  wooll 
be  found  that  this  is  the  only  effective  measure  to 
secure  that  important  purpose ;  and  he  hoped  thai 
the  committee  might,  at  an  early  period,  brio 
this  subject  before  us  m  a  shape  to  lead  to  such 
direction  to  it  as  may  produce  the  philaatbrop 
effect ;  and  that  America,  who  led  the  way  in  thi 
great  work  of  humanity,  may  be  able,  within  thi 
powers  delegated  by  the  Constitution,  to  act  ifl 
concert  with  the  European  Powers  engaged  in  the 
suppression  of  that  traffic ;  and,  if  it  shall  be 
found  that  they  cannot  be  exercised  under  ois 
Constitution,  that  it  may  be  so  altered  as  to  leare 
no  impediment  to  so  desirable  an  object 

Mr.  Tayloh  said  that  the  importance  of  tw 
subject  could  not  be  denied;  and  the  motivei 
which  had  induced  him  to  propose  the  appoiD^ 
ment  of  a  seUct  committee  on  the  subject  of  tw 
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slave  trade,  had  been  in  a  good  deme  stated  by 
the  geDileman  from  Maryland.  The  question  of 
the  measures  necessary  for  the  suppression  of  pi- 
racy had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Aflairs,  one  of  the  standing  committees  of  the 
House,  because  that  subject  was  not  supposed  to 
iovolve  any  important  question  of  national  law. 
Bat  the  suoject  of  measures  for  the  suppression  of 
the  slave  trade  was  one  of  the  most  aimcult  and 
delicate,  as  well  as  important,  that  could  be 
brought  before  the  Legislature.  It  was  with  a 
view  of  having  the  subject  fully  investigated,  in 
order  to  ascertain  whether  a  just,  safe,  and  hon- 
orable arrangement  might  not  be  made  with  other 
Governments,  to  effect  its  total  suppression,  that 
he  had  wished  it  to  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Wriqbt  added,  that  he  discoyered,  from 
(he  report  from  Sierra  Leone,  that  two  hundred 
free  blacks  had  been  taken  by  the  brig  Camper- 
down,  and  a  great  number  ot  free  negroes  from 
the  same  place,  by  the  schooner  Mulatto.  Vide 
45th  page,  Rqx>rt  last  session.  He  had  particu- 
larly adverted  to  this  subject,  he  said,  with  a  sin- 
cere hope  to  enlist  the  sympathies  of  this  House, 
and  to  lead  to  such  an  investigation  of  the  facts, 
that  every  effort  of  the  nation  may  be  put  in  ope- 
ration to  abolish  this  impious  traffic. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to,  imm.  am. 

Mr.  Cannon,  Mr.  McCarty.  Mr.  Finolay,  Mr. 
Arthur  Smith,  Mr.  John  T.  Johnson,  Mr.  San- 
ders, and  Mr.  Reeu  of  Massachtisetts,  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  on  tbe  subject  of  the  militia, 
in  pursuance  of  the  fifth  resolution. 

Mr.  GoRHAM,  Mr.  Phillips,  Mr.  Qovan,  Mr. 
BoRUND,  Mr.  Jones  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Hall,  and 
Mr.  Herrick,  were  appointed  a  committee  on  the 
subiect  of  the  slave  trade,  in  pursuance  of  the  sev- 
enth resolution. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  Mr.  Pitcher,  Mr.  Russ,  Mr. 
Jackson,  Mr.  Lono,  Mr.  Cusbman,  and  Mr. 
Stewart^  were  appointed  a  committee  on  the 
sabject  ot  the  Cumberland  road,  in  pursuance  of 
the  tenth  resolution. 


Thursday,  December  5. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Pennsylvania, 
AnoREw  Stewart,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hardin,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  ports  of  entry  and  delivery 
at  Looisville  in  Kentucky,  Cincinnati  in  Ohio, 
and  St.  Louis  in  Missouri. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hall,  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  instructed  to 
ioquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post 
route  from  Fayetteville,  in  North  Carolina,  to 
Norfolk,  in  Virginia;  and  from  thence,  up  the 
hay,  hy  steamboat  carriage,  to  Baltimore,  or  such 
other  place  as  will  be  most  convenient,  at  all  sea- 
sons of  the  year,  to  form  a  junction  with  the  main 
staee  road. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  to  revive  and  amend  the  several 


acts  imposing  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof; 
and  the  bill  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brbckenridqb,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Afiairs  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  manufactory 
of  arms  on  the  Western  waters. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whipple,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  nim 
yesterday,  and  laid  on  the  table ;  and  being  mod- 
ified by  the  mover,  by  substituting  the  Committee 
on  the  MUUta  for  the  Committee  on  MUiUuy 
Affairs,  was  in  that  shape  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

CLAIM  OF  BEAUMARCHAI8. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  of  Virginia,  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  a  communication  made  at  a 
late  period  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  to 
the  House  the  correspondence  which  had  tc^ten 
place  between  the  French  Oovernment  and  the 
United  States  relative  to  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of 
Beaumarchais.  The  subject  had  then  been  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee,  which  did  not  report 
upon  it.  He  now  moved  tnat  the  subject  be  again 
referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  CoNDicT  suggested  that  the  better  course 
would  be  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims  for  investigation,  and  made  a  motion 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina  said  that  this 
claim  differed  from  ordinary  claims  so  far  (the 
evidence  in  support  of  it  being  so  voluminous,  and 
the  questions  it  embraced  of  such  magnitude  and 
difficulty)  that  it  ou^ht  not  to  take  the  course  of 
common  cases  of  claims,  but  should  be  referred  to 
a  select  committee.  He  intimated,  further,  that 
no  committee  could  properly  examine  the  ques- 
tions involved  in  this  claim,  without  devoting 
nearly  the  whole  session  to  it. 

Mr.  Stevenson  further  supported  the  reference 
to  a  select  committee  in  preference  to  the  stand- 
ins  committee ;  when — 

The  question  on  referring  it  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 
And  the  subject  was  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee of  five  members ;  and  Mr.  Andrew  Steven- 
son, Mr.  Cambreleno,  Mr.  Francis  Johnson. 
Mr.  DwiGBT,  and  Mr.  Holcombe,  were  appointeu 
the  said  committee. 

ELECTION  OP  CHAPLAIN 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  the  choice 
of  two  Chaplains — one  for  each  House — having 
been  received,  was  taken  up,  and  concurred  in. 
And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bateman,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  make  a  choice  by  ballot  of  a  Chaplain 
on  its  part.  Mr.  Cooke,  from  the  committee  of 
Tellers,  reported  the  following  as  the  result  of— 

The  fitBt  baUoi. 


Rev.  Mr.  Allison 

38 

Rev.  Mr.  McIIvaine     -    6 

•*        Peyton 

36 

^        Breckenridge    2 

Post 

32 

Baker           -    2 

•*        Bryce 

14 

*'        Hunter         -    1 

"         Chamberi  - 

16 
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Rbt.  Mr.  Breckenridge  33 
ANiion  -  39 
Post  -    37 

Mcllvaine  •    37 


u 


Rev.  Mr.  Peyton 
•*        Chamben 
•*        Bryce 

Scattering 

7%e  third  ballot 


u 


Rev.  Mr.  Breckenridge  50 
Mcllvaine  -  33 
Aniaon  -  39 
Poat  -    38 


<( 


Rev.  Mr.  Peyton 
"        Bryce 
Scattering 


The  fourth  ballot. 


Rev.  Mr.  Breckenridge  69 
Mcllvaine  -  39 
Allison       -     18 


«( 


ti 


Rev.  Mr.  Post 
Scattering 


18 
7 
6 
5 


7 
4 
6 


18 
3 


The  fifth  ballot. 

Rev.  Mr.  Breckenridge  97  |  Rev.  Mr.  Post 

Mcllvaine     -  33  "        Allison 


It 


8 
3 


So  the  Rev.  Mr.  Breckenridoe,  of  Kentucky, 
was  elected  Chaplain  on  the  part  of  this  House. 


Friday,  December  6. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Virginia,  Jabez 
Leftwicb,  appeared,  and  look  his  seat. 

A  new  member,  to  wit:  from  Pennsylvania, 
Samuel  D.  InghaM,  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Samuel  Moore, 
also  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Solomon  Sibley,  the  Delegate  from  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,  also  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana, 
the  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  parish 
of  Ouachita,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  owners 
of  a  tract  of  land  called  "Bastrop's  Grant,"  and 
others  on  their  behalf,  heretofore  presented  on  the 
^th  and  30th  of  Januarv,  1822,  were  referred  to  a 
select  committee ;  and  Messrs.  McLane,  Ingham, 
Tatnall,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  and  Black- 
ledge,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

On  motion  or  Mr.  Cocke,  the  subject  of  Rev- 
olutionary Pensions  was  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee; and  Messrs.  Cocke,  Hobart,  Cassedy, 
Burrows,  Van  Wyck,  McSherry,  and  Wal- 
ker, were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Andrew  Stevenson,  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  continuing  for  a 
further  time  the  act,  entitled  *^An  act  to  extend 
the  time  for  locating  Virginia  military  land  war- 
rants, and  returning  surveys  thereon  to  the  Gene- 
ral Land  Office." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  to  which  is  committed  the  bill 
to  provide  for  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  were  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  thereof,  and  it  was 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  December  9. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  fVom  Massachusetts, 
Samuel  Latbrop,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mallary,  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions  were  directed  to  in- 


quire into  the  expeiieney  of  allowing  sueh  per- 
sons, who  may  have  been  stricken  from  the  pen- 
sion roll,  te  make  new  application,  and  be  i^aeed 
thereon,  on  complying  with  the  requisitions  of  the 
pension  laws  of  1818  and  1820. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Commits  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  whetiier 
any,  and,  if  any,  what,  alterations  or  ameDd- 
ments  of  the  act,  entitled  '*An  act  providing  for 
the  correction  of  errors  in  making  entries  of  land 
at  the  land  offices^"  are  necessarv  to  be  made,  so 
as  to  afford  relief  tn  all  cases  wnere  such  rdief 
may  be  just  and  proper. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McSbbrry,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inqniie 
into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  provisions  of 
the  act  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  the 
public  lands,  passed  on  the  Sd  or  March,  1821.  so 
as  to  permit  all  such  persons  to  avail  themselres 
of  its  provisions,  as  have  not  heretofore  done  sa 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  2d  of  May  fast,  on 
the  petition  of  Moses  Burseil :  Whereupoo,  tbe 
report  and  {letition  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maijland,  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  which  is  com- 
mitted  the  bill  supplementary  to,  and  to  ameDd, 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  colleetioo 
of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  passed  2d  of 
March,  1799,  and  to  repeal  an  act  snpplementarr 
thereto,  passed  20th  of  April,  1818,  and  for  otbn 
purposes,  reported  to  this  House  br  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  12th  of  March  last 
were  discharged  from  the  further  consideratioo 
thereof,  and  the  bill  was  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 
«  The  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  vfaicii 
is  committed  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  of  the  last  session,  on  the  petition  of 
Nathaniel  ChOders,  were  dischar^  from  the 
further  consideration  thereof,  and  the  said  report 
and  petition  were  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Postmaster  G^eneral,  stating  the  nambet 
of  active  and  well  qualified  clerks  and  account- 
ants which  are  necessary  to  perform  the  duties 
appertaining  to  his  Department,  by  giving  a  rea- 
sonable, constant,  and  diligent  attention  to  busi- 
ness; made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  thU 
House  of  the  7lh  of  May  last;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

DIBBURdEMBNT  OF  PUBLIC  MONEYS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAseErr,  the  House  then  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  od 
the  bill,  reported  at  the  last  session,  "  concero- 
ing  the  disbursement  of  public  moneys." 

The  bill  having  been  cead-— 

Mr.  Basbett,  as  a  member  of  the  committee 
which  prepared  this  bill,  stated  the  general  vieirs 
on  which  it  was  founded.  This  bill,  he  said,  had 
been  drawn  with  a  great  degree  of  caution,  so  as- 
by  embracing  all  cases  in  which  advances  could 
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be  necessary,  to  take  away  any  possible  objectioD 
'which  eoalo  be  made  against  it ;  and  it  had  after- 
wards been  submitted  to  the  Treasury  Department 
to  ondergo  any  alterations  which  it  might  appear 
to  require,  '^e  jeopardizing  of  the  public  money 
was  uf  that  character,  Mr.  S.  said,  and  the  con- 
sequent waste  of  it  so  enormous,  that  it  was  time 
for  this  House  to  look  into  it.  At  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  a  catalogue  of  defalcations  had  been 
presented,  which  astonished  everybody,  embracing 
a  range,  the  extent  of  which  could  hardly  have 
been  conceiTed.  Mr.  B.  recalled  the  attention  of 
the  House  also  to  one  or  two  facts  stated  in  the 
President's  Message.  The  fact  was  there  dis- 
closed, that,  at  one  time,  accounts  for  one  hun- 
dred millions  of  dollars  advanced  for  different 
objects  remained  unsettled.  Such  an  amount, 
dependent  on  the  personal  responsibility  of  indi- 
viduals, at  once  tells  us  how  careful  Congress 
ought  to  be  in  trusting  so  peat  an  interest  in  the 
bands  of  public  agents.  If  it  had  been  found  that 
this  great  trust  had  been  confided  to  them  without 
injury  to  the  public  interest,  legislation  on  the 
subject  might  be  less  neeessary ;  but  such  was  not 
the  fact.  At  the  last  session,  the  House  was  pre- 
s^ted  with  a  large  amount  of  balances  due  by 
individuals,  and  supposed  to  be  lost ;  and  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  spoke  of  several  millions  of 
suspended  accounts.  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  been 
told  that,  since  the  last  session  of  Congress,  public 
officers  had  gone  off  the  stage  of  life  considerably 
indebted  to  the  Government— officers,  too,  in 
whom  the  greatest  confidence  had  been  placed. 
This  showed,  he  said,  that  it  was  time  to  change 
the  present  system.  It  was  most  obvious,  if  we 
took  the  reason  of  the  thing,  the  historv  or  other 
countries,  or  the  experience  of  this,  toat  it  was 
necessary  to  exercise  a  more  rigorous  control  over 
the  disbursements  ofpublic  moneys.  It  was  more 
than  probable,  Mr.  £L  continued,  that  on  the  first 
establishment  of  this  Government,  the  different 
State  institutions  having  little  connexion  or  sym- 
pathy with  one  another,  it  was  not  very  easy  to 
transact  l^e  fiscal  business  of  the  nation,  or  to 
carry  money  from  one  part  of  it  to  the  other,  dbc. ; 
but  the  Government  had  been  now  established  for 
forty  years,  and  ever)[  difficultv  of  that  sort  had 
ceased.  Could  it  be  right,  on  the  plea  of  enabling 
the  poor  man  to  be  employed  in  public  service, 
that  the  public  money  should  be  put  in  jeopardy  ? 
It  was  not  necessary,  he  said,  that  it  should  be  so, 
for  the  moment  the  Government  makes  a  con- 
tract, the  contractor  has  credit  to  the  amount  of 
his  contract,  and  can  borrow  or  buy  upon  that 
credit  It  was  not  true,  in  fact,  that  advances 
were  neeessary,  and  it  could  not  therefore  be  right 
to  make  them.  These,  Mr.  B.  said,  were  some  of 
the  general  views  which  led  the  committee  to  pre- 
pare the  bill  now  under  consideration,  and  present 
It  to  the  House.  If  the  bill  were  to  go  tnrough 
the  committee,  withont  amendment,  he  shoind 
then,  to  afford  to  gentlemen  all  proper  time  to 
consider  the  subject,  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 
Mr.  SMiTfl,  of  Maryland,  suggested  that  few  of 
the  members  had  preserved  the  printed  copies  of 
the  bill  from  the  last  session ;  and,  as  the  subject 


was  of  some  magnitude,  he  thought  the  members 
ought  to  have  an  opportunity  to  examine  it.  He 
therefore,  with  <his  view,  moved  that  the  Com- 
mittee should  rise. 

The  Committee  rose  accordingly,  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

THE  MILITIA. 

The  next  business  on  the  list  pf  orders  of  the 
day  was  two  bills,  the  one  for  disciplining  the 
militia  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  for 
clothing  them  at  the  public  expense  when  called 
into  actual  service.  The  House  having  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  thereon,  the 
first  of  these  bills  was  read. 

Mr.  Cannon  made  a  few  remarks  expressive  of 
his  conviction  of  the  importance  of  the  subject  of 
the  bill,  and  of  his  warmest  desire  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  members  to  it.  All  that  he  now 
proposed  in  relation  to  it  was,  to  incorporate  in  it 
the  aitiendments  which  were  recommended  at  the 
last  session,  by  the  committee  which  reported  it ; 
after  which  he  was  willing  that  the  bOl  should 
lie  on  the  table  for  the  present,  with  a  view  to  its 
being  printed  as  amended. 

Mr.  Reed,  of  Maryland,  said  that  he  did  not 
know  that  he  should  vote  for  the  bill  in  any  shape ; 
but  he  was  certain  he  could  not  vote  for  it  now, 
not  having  the  bill  before  him,  and  not  being  able 
to  understand  it  as  read  from  the  Chair.  He 
Wished  to  have  it  printed,  that  the  House  might 
act  on  it  understanainzly. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  Commit- 
tee rose,  and  the  bill  was  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Militia,  there  to  be  amended, 
that  it  might  be  presented  to  the  House  at  once  in 
the  shape  in  which  the  Committee  wished  to 
have  it. 

On  the  other  bill,  ^for  clothing  the  militia,)  the 
Committee  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

AMERICAN  CAPnVEB. 

The  next  bill  in  order  was  the  bill  reported  at 
the  last  session,  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the 
relief  of  American  captives  during  the  late  war ; 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Siblet,  thenouse  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  sub- 
ject.   The  bill  was  read  through. 

Mr.  Sibley  briefly  stated  the  object  of  the  bill. 
After  the  surrender  of  Detroit  during  the  late  war, 
and  subsequent  to  the  defeat  afterwards  sustained, 
in  1813,  many  persons  taken  under  our  standard 
were  brooffht  captive  by  the  Indians  to  and  through 
Detroit.  The  citizens  of  Detroit,  moved  at  the 
spectacle,  though  themselves  at  the  time  in  a  state 
of  vassalage,  exerted  themselves  to  relieve  the 
sufferers,  and  employed  in  that  manner  all  the 
money  they  could  raise.  These  facts  were  made 
known  to  Congress,  and  an  act  was  passed  to  re- 
imburse to  them  the  money  thus  advanced.  But 
the  act  was  of  that  narrow  construction,  that  it 
was  not  at  all  calculated  to  give  the  relief  con- 
templated by  it.  It  required,  in  the  first  place, 
that  the  persons  relieved  from  captivity  should  be 
American  citizens ;  which^  in  the  first  place,  was 
hardly  susceptible  of  proof,  and,  if  it  were,  was 
not  material,  where  the  individuals  were  taken 
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under  the  American  flag.  Another  requisition  of 
that  law  was,  that  written  evidence  of  the  amount 
paid,  or  a  receipt  for  the  ransom  money,  should 
be  produced,  to  entitle  to  relief.  Now,  Mr.  S. 
saio,  the  money  was  paid  to  Indians ;  and  every 
one  must  know  that  they  give  no  receipts  for  ran- 
soms, and  that  such  a  receipt,  if  given,  would  be 
good  for  nothing,  inasmuch  as  an  Indian  would 
as  readily  give  a  receipt  for  ten  thousand  dollars 
as  for  ten.  In  the  agitation,  alarm,  and  hurry  of 
the  times,  the  people  did  not  calculate  where  or 
how  they  were  to  get  their  monev  again,  and 
thought  of  nothing  less  than  the  talking  receipts 
for  it,  dbc.  Besides,  Mr.  S.  said,  clothing  was 
furnished  to  the  captives,  the  season  being  inclem- 
ent, and  they  literally  naked.  For  this,  also,  the 
citizens  of  Detroit  ought  to  be  remunerated.  The 
claims  embraced  in  this  bill,  he  said,  were  alto- 
gether bottomed  on  humanity,  and  he  trusted  that 
the  patriotic  exertions  made  by  the  people  of  De- 
troit, whilst  they  themselves  were  oppressed  by 
the  presence  of  an  enemy,  would  not  be  disre- 
garded, but  that  thev  would  at  length  be  repaid 
the  money  which  tney  had  advanced  almost  ten 
years  ago. 

No  other  remarks  being  made  on  the  bill,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  it  to  the  House,  and 
it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

The  next  subject  in  order  was  a  resolution  pro- 
posed at  the  last  session  for  carrying  into  effect  a 
certain  agreement  between  the  United  States  and 
Georgia.  Before  taking  that  up,  however,  a  mo- 
tion was  made  to  adjourn,  and  prevailed. 


» 

TuEsoAY,  December  10. 

Mr.  Ross,  from  the  Committee  of  Revisal  and 
Unfinished  Business  made  a  report,  in  part,  of  such 
business  as  remained  unfinished  at  the  close  of 
the  late  session  of  Congress,  which  report  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walworth,  the  Committee 
on  Military  Afiairs  was  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  to  be  delivered  to  Captain 
Aikin's  volunteers  certain  rifles  promised  them  by 
Major  General  Macomb,  for  their  gallantry  and 
patriotic  services  during  the  siege  of  Plattsburg, 
m  September  1814. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williamson,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs  was  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  erecting  a  battery  or  other 
fortification  on  the  west  side  of  Penobscot  river, 
in  the  town  of  Prospect,  and  State  of  Maine,  near 
the  head  of  Orphan  Island,  and  opposite  the  Nar- 
rows, so  called,  in  said  river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hemphill,  the  bill,  reported 
at  the  last  session,  entitled  ^^A  bill  to  procure  the 
necessary  surveys,  plans,  and  estimates,  on  the 
subject  of  roads  and  canals,"  was  now  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  Woodcock  laid  on  the  table  the  following 
resolution : 

lUsohtd,  That  the  President  of  the  UniUd  Stotes 


be  requested  to  eeuse  to  be  leid  before  this  Hoote  t 
■tetement  showing  the  amount  of  all  moneyi  adranced 
by  Government,  oo  eontracta  or  otherwiic,  either  to 
agents,  sub-agents,  contractors,  aub-contractors,  or  to 
individuals,  aince  the  lat  of  January,  1816,  which  hin 
not  been  accounted  for  on  aettlement ;  and  the  ■mooot 
of  loss,  (if  any,}  suitained  in  each ;  and  whether,  io 
all  caaes,  on  the  advancement  of  money,  secoritj  bu 
been  taken,  and  the  names  of  the  sureties. 

All  resolutions,  like  this,  calling  for  informatioQ, 
lie  upon  the  table  one  day  of  course,  by  the  rules 
of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kent,  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  discharged  from  the  further  coDside 
ration  of  the  bill,  reported  at  the  last  sessioo,  for 
the  establishment  of  a  Penitentiary  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  it  was  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  F.  Johnson,  of  KeDtnckr, 
the  Comibittee  on  Naval  Afl&irs  were  instracted 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  to  the 
widowed  mother  of  Lieutenant  W.  H.  Allen,  of 
the  United  States  Navy,  a  half-pay  pension  for 
five  years. 

The  Speaker  laid  befdre  the  House  a  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
mitting a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Buildings,  upon  the  progress  which  has  been  made 
in  the  public  buildings  within  the  last  year ;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  no  committee  bar- 
ing been  appointed  on  the  subject  of  the  public 
buildings. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  number  of  a^ 
tive  and  well  qualified  clerks  and  accounuots 
which  will  be  necessary  to  perform  the  duties  of 
his  office,  by  giving  a  reasonably  constant,  and 
diligent  attention  to  business ;  made  in  obedience 
to  a  resolution  of  the  7th  of  May  last ;  which  re 
port  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplemeo- 
tary  to  the  act  relating  to  the  ransom  of  Americao 
captives  of  the  late  war,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoate 
that  the  Senate  hare  chosen  the  Rev.  Cbarus 
P.  McIlvaine  Chaplain  to  Congress  on  their  part; 
they  have  passed  two  resolutions,  one  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  joint  committee  on  enrolled  bills. 
the  other,  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  commit- 
tee to  have  the  application  of  the  money  appro- 
priated for  the  Library  of  Congress ;  in  vbich 
resolutions  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

ROADS  AND  CANALS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  so  mach  of  the  several  acti  of  Con- 
gress passed  for  the  admission  of  Indiana,  Ulioots, 
and  Missouri,  into  the  Union,  as  sets  apart  a  portioQ 
of  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  public  landi 
In  those  States,  for  the  purpose  of  conatrncting  rotdi 
and  canals  leading  to  those  States,  respectivelj,  ^ 
referred  to  a  select  commiitee 

On  the  usual  question,  what  number  the  com- 
mittee should  be  composed  of,  Mr.  Cook  proposed 
three — some  other  member  named  seven — and  the 
question  being  between  the  two-~ 
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Mr.  Cook  observed,  that  he  had  but  a  sinele 
word  to  sav  in  favor  of  the  number  three.  He 
had  no  preference  for  it,  but  that  the  subject  of 
the  resolution  immediately  concerned  three  States, 
Indiana^  Illinois,  and  Minouri,  and  that  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  these  States,  having  consulted 
together,  it  had  been  agreea  between  them  to 
bring  the  subject  forward. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  the  two  per 
cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public 
lands  was  to  be  expended  not  on  roads  within  the 
States  in  question,  but  on  roads  leading  to  them, 
so  that  it  concerned  the  adjacent  States  as  much 
as  it  did  those  States.  Besides,  Mr.  F.  intimated 
that  ibe  subject  ought  not  to  be  left  wholly  to  the 
Western  States,  the  disposition  to  speculate  upon 
the  (joyernment  in  regard  to  the  public  lands 
there  being  so  prevalent.  He  particularly  refer- 
red to  the  speculations  under  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  purchasers  of  the  public  lands,  made  in  States 
in  which  the  circulating  medium  was  greatly  de- 
preciated, &c.  The  country  generally  beinff  in- 
terested in  the  roads  to  be  made  out  of  this  fund, 
Mr.  F.  was  in  favor  of  the  largest  number  pro- 
posed for  the  committee. 

The  number  of  seven  was  agreed  to,  and  Messrs. 
Cook,  Scott,  Jennings,  Floyd,  Vance,  Stew- 
art, and  Nelson  of  Maryland,  were  appointed  a 
committee  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution. 

Bfir.  Cannon  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions, viz : 

1.  Retohedj  That  it  is  expedient  to  provide  for  the 
national  deience  by  improving  the  militia  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

S.  Remloedy  That  the  Committee  on  MiliUry  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  it  is  most  expe- 
dient to  improve  the  militia  throoghoot  the  United 
States  by  mesne  of  the  Military  Academy,  that  of  the 
encampment  of  the  officers  by  brigades  or  otherwise, 
under  proper  regolations. 

3.  Boohed,  That  the  Committee  on  MiliUry  Af- 
^ra  be  instmeted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  dis- 
continmng  the  preference  given  to  the  cadets  educated 
at  the  public  expense,  in  the  Military  Academy  at 
West  Point,  in  entering  the.  public  service  over  others 
of  equal  qnslifications  and  merit,  who  are  or  may  be 
educated  at  their  own  expense,  or  that  of  their  parents 
or  friends,  at  the  school  under  the  superintendence  of 
Cmptain  Partridge,  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  or  at  any 
other  piece  in  the  United  States. 

4.  Rnoktd,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
iairs  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
employing  the  regular  army,  or  a  part  thereof^  in  the 
erection  of  fortifications  during  a  state  of  peace,  instead 
of  having  them  built  by  contract,  in  the  way  hereto- 
fore pmsaed. 

5.  JUaohed,  That  the  SecreUry  of  the  Navy  be 
directed  to  make  a  statement  to  this  House,  contain- 
ing the  names  and  grade  of  the  officers  belonging  to 
the  Natel  Establiibment  of  the  United  Sutes,  and 
the  datiea  each  officer  is  performing;  also,  the  number 
of  officers,  of  each  different  grade,  necessary  to  com- 
mend, in  uctite  service,  the  vessels  of  war,  at  this 
time  belonging  to  the  Naty. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  did  not  mean  to  press  these  res- 
olutions to  an  immediate  decision.  Being  of 
much  importance  in  his  view,  he  wished  them  to 


lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed,  with  the  expression 
of  a  determination  on  nis  part  to  call  them  up  on 
an  early  dav. 

The  resolutions  were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
table  accordingly. 

NAVAL  PBACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Febsidbnt 
OF  TBB  Unitbo  Stat£8,  which  was  read,  and  is 
as  follows : 

To  the  House  ofBepreientaiiteeofihe  Untied  Staies: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  7th  of  May  last,  requiring  that 
a  pisn  for  the  Peace  Establishment  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  and  also  of  the  Marine  Corps,  should 
be  communicated  to  that  House  at  the  present  session, 
I  transmit  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  con- 
taining a  plan,  which  has  been  prepared  for  the  pro- 
posed establishment 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Wasbikotox,  December  6,  1822. 

Navx  DaFABTMamr,  Dee.  2,  1822. 

Sib:  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  whom  haa 
been  referred  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
aentativea  of  the  7th  of  May  last,  requesting  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  laid  before 
that  House  a  plan  for  a  Peace  Establishment  of  the 
Navy  of  the  united  Stataa,  haa  the  honor  of  submit- 
ting the  accompanying  papers  on  that  aubject. 

The  paper,  marked  A,  is  the  draught  of  a  bill  em- 
braeing  all  the  provisions  which  have  been  deemed 
necessary ;  presuming  that  a  plan  presented  in  this 
form  would  best  meet  the  object  contemplated  by  the 
resolution.  It  is  deemed  necessary,  in  this  report,  to 
notice  only  briefly  such  parts  of  the  bill  as  contain 
new  modifications  of  our  Naval  Establishment. 

The  bill,  it  will  be  perceived,  contemplates  the  es- 
tablishment of  two  new  grades  of  ofiice,  viz :  commo- 
dore and  rear  admiral.  These  grades  are  considered, 
if  not  absolutaly  necessary,  at  least  of  very  great  im- 
portance as  regards  due  subordination  and  the  disci- 
pline of  the  service ;  and,  in  recommending  the  adop- 
tion of  the  provision,  I  can  only  repeat  what  I  have 
had  occasion  heretofore  to  urge  in  support  of  this 
measure.  The  rank  of  captain  is  now  the  highest 
grade  in  the  navy  recognised  by  law ;  and  during  the 
infancy  of  our  navy,  and  whilst  we  had  no  vessels  of 
a  higher  class  than  frigatas,  and  the  number  of  cap- 
tains small,  it  wasi  perhaps,  as  high  a  grade  as  the 
good  of  the  service  required.  It  is,  however,  believed 
that,  from  the  additions  both  to  the  number  and  class 
of  our  public  vessels,  and  from  what  may  reasonably 
bo  anticipated  to  be  the  situation  of  our  navy  in  the 
course  of  a  few  years,  both  justice  and  policy  require 
the  establishment  of  some  higher  grades.  According 
to  the  relative  rank,  as  now  regulated  between  the 
military  and  naval  officers,  a  captain  in  the  navy  only 
ranks  with  a  colonel  in  the  army.  This  is  thought  to 
be  contrary  to  sound  policy  and  the  good  of  the  ser- 
vice. The  establishment  of  the  grades  contemplated 
by  the  bill  will  place  the  relative  rank  in  the  army 
and  navy  upon  a  just  footing.  A  commodore  will 
rank  with  a  brigadier  general,  and  a  rear  admiral  with 
a  major  general.  But  the  more  important  and  sub- 
stantial beiicfit,  it  is  believed,  growing  out  of  tbia 
measure,  will  be  the  effect  it  will  have  upon  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  service.  The  importance  of  rank,  both 
in  the  military  and  naval  service,  will  readily  occur  to 
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all  in  any  degree  aeqvaisted  with  either.  In  a  fleet 
or  eqnadron,  when  the  different  ▼eaaela  may  be  com- 
manded by  officers  of  the  same  grade,  and  their  rela> 
tiTe  rank,  and  even  that  of  the  eoimnander  himaelf, 
known  only  by  the  dates  of  their  commifldons,  then  will 
not  be  that  respect  and  sabordination  observed  that 
are  essential  to  order  and  harmony.  The  additional 
ymf4  it  is  thought,  cannot  afiard  any  weH^fonnded  ob- 
jection to  the  neasore,  if  the  real  benefice  confidently 
believed  to  resalt  from  it  are  daly  appreciated. 

Anthorizing  the  appointment  of  midshipmen,  who 
have  been  examined  and  found  qualified  for  promo- 
tion, to  the  duty  of  sailing-master,  would  be  highly 
beneficial  to  the  service.  By  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions, sailing-masters  are  not  conaidered  in  the  line  of 
promotion,  and  have  not,  of  course,  so  strong  induce- 
ments to  remain  permanently  attached  to  the  service 
as  officers  Who  have  this  prospect  before  them ;  and 
whenever  more  profitable  employment  in  the  mer- 
chant service  is  presented  they  will  generally  accept 
of  it. 

The  number  of  lieutenants  is  already  so  great  that 
the  prospect  of  promotion  of  midshipmen  is  not  very 
pvomising.  To  empfoy  examined  midshipmen  as 
saMing-m asters  would  be  given  them  some  little  dis- 
tinction, and  affi>rding  them  an  opportamty  of  im- 
proving themselves  for  the  higher  and  more  important 
duties  of  the  service. 

In  most  of  the  classes  of  coramiasioned  officers,  the 
number  fixed  by  the  bill  embracee  all  at  preeent  in 
office,  and  where  that  is  not  the  ease,  it  is  provided 
that  none  shall  be  discharged  but  the  number  reduced 
to  that  contemplated  in  the  bill,  by  omitting  to  fill  the 
vaeanotes  as  they  may  occur.  This,  it  is  thought,  is 
no  more  than  justice  requires;  and,  as  the  number 
thus  rplained  is  but  sinal),  the  expense  will  be  incon- 
siderable, and  will  soon  entirely  cease. 

The  increased  pay  provided  for  some  few  of  the 
officers  attached  to  ships-of-the-line  and  frigates,  while 
in  actual  service,  is  recommended  by  considerations  of 
justice  and  the  good  of  the  service.  To  perform  the 
duties  required  of  these  officers  on  board  the  largest 
ships  involves  far  more  responsibilitVy  tnd  requires 
not  only  greater  professional  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence, but  much  more  labor ;  these,  or  similar  dutinc- 
tions,  are  recognised  in  eveiy  well  regulated  service ; 
and  as  bat  a  small  number  of  our  largest  vessels  are 
kept  in  service  in  time  of  peace,  the  additional  ex- 
pense will  be  of  no  great  amount 

It  has  been  considered  a  more  simple  mode  of  pay- 
ment, and  less  liable  to  abuse,  to  allow  fixed  salaries 
to  the  officers  stationed  at  the  several  navy  yards  and 
naval  stations  than  as  now  provided  by  law  by  monthly 
pay  and  rations. 

That  part  of  the  bin  which  makes  the  marine 
guard,  detailed  for  the  protection  of  navy  yards,  sub- 
ject to  the  orders  of  the  commandant  of  the  yard,  is 
deemed  essential  for  the  preservation  of  order  and 
harmony.  The  difficulties  which  have  occurred  under 
the  present  regulations  on  that  subject,  suggest  the 
necessity  of  some  alteration ;  and  no  well-founded 
objection  is  perceived  to  placing  this  guard  under  the 
immediate  orders  of  the  commandant  of  the  yard,  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  marine  "guard  is  placed  on 
ship-board  under  the  orders  of  the  captain. 

The  exhibits  accompanying  this  bill  will  serve  to 
show  the  applicability  of  its  provisions  to  our  present 
Naval  Establishment,  and  the  comparative  expense 
between  it  and  the  one  contemplated  by  the  bill. 


Pkper  B  is  an  exlnbit  blowing  the  number  of  cqd* 
missioned  and  warrant  officers  required  to  officer  csr- 
tain  ships,  and  vessels,  and  navy  yaida. 

Paper  C  is  an  exhibit  ahowing  the  petty  offioen, 
able  seameo,  ordinary  oeaaMn,  and  beya,  reqnirsd  ks 
the  vessels  of  war  in  active  aervioe. 

Fapor  D  is  an  exhtttt  ahoariaig  the  whole  nonher 
of  commission  and  warrant  offieen  reqnised  for  the 
Navy  of  die  United  States,  when  the  ahipa-of^ie- 
line,  fiigatea,  and  steam  batteriea,  directed  by  the  **act 
for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy''  shall  be  cam- 
pleted. 

Paper  E  is  an  estimate  of  the  annual  ei^nse  of  the 
officers  of  the  Navy,  proposed  by  the  biU,  inelofiag 
the  organization  of  the  navy  yards,  and  a  comptn- 
tive  view  between  the  present  expense  and  that  pro- 
posed. 

By  which  last  exhibit  it  will  be  seen  that  the  tn- 
nual  expense  of  the  officers  of  the  Navy  will  be  re- 
duced about  ninety  thousand  dollars  below  the  esti- 
mates necessary  under  the  existing  estaUlshraeat 

A  peace  establishment  for  the  marine  corps  kavinf 
been  fixed  by  the  act  of  the  3d  of  Mardi,  1817,  lad 
no  material  alteration  being  deemed  neoeasuy,  no 
other  plan  has  been  prapaied  to  aceompnny  thu  re- 
port 

Although,  perhaps,  not  foiling  atrictly  within  tbe 
aoope  of  the  resolution,  yet  the  present  afifordi  a  fit 
opportunity  of  respectfoUy  suggesting  the  importance 
of  establishing  a  naval  academy  for  the  instruction  of 
our  young  officers  in  the  sciences  connected  with  their 
profession.  As  this  is  intended  as  a  mere  auggestiea 
of  a  measure  deserviog  consideration,  I  hate  not 
tiiought  proper  to  present  any  plan  for  carrying  it 
into  eflect  This  may  be  done  hereafter,  ahould  the 
measure  meet  with  a  fovorable  reception;  nor  is  it 
deemed  fit  for  me,  at  this  time,  to  urge  the  maoy  con- 
siderations which  will  readily  occur  to  all  liberaJ  tnd 
enlightened  minds  in  favored  such  an  institution. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SMITH  THOMPSON. 

The  PnssinswT  of  the  U.  S. 

A  faiU  to  fix  and  render  pennanent  the  Neval  Pssce 

fistahlishment  of  the  United  StAtea. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Jbttee  of  Mtpneeni- 

atioee  of  the  United  States  of  AmtrieOf  in  Ccagras 

aeeembUd^  That  the  Naval  Peace  BatnUiahment  of 

the  United  States  shall,  from  and  after  the daj 

of  — ^  oonaiat  of  one  rear  admiral,  &fa  conunodoraa 
twenty-five  captains,  thirty  masters  cooMnandant,  one 
hundred  and  ninety  lieutenants,  twenty  eeiling-oiai- 
ters,  four  hundred  midshipmen,  thirty«five  anrgesos, 
forty^ve  a«rgeons'  mates,  forty  puraen^  aix  ch^hias, 
twenty  boatswains,  twenty  gunners,  fifteen  osrpft&- 
ters,  fifteen  sailmaken,  and  of  all  other  elfioeis,  pettj 
officers,  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  b<^e,  a  num- 
ber not  exceeding  three  thousand  five  handled ;  bm 
the  President  of  the  United  Statea  may,  if  in  his  opin- 
ion the  good  of  the  service  shall  require  it,  make  ad- 
ditional appointments  of  midshipmen :  Provided,  Amt- 
eoer,  That  the  whole  number  of  midahipmea  shall  not 
at  any  time  exceed  four  hundred  and  fifty.  The  Pres- 
ident shall  also  have  the  power,  if  in  his  opinion  the 
exigencies  or  the  good  of  the  service  should  require  it. 
to  give  acting  appointments  of  lieutenant  SLad  master 
to  such  midshipmen  as  have  passed  the  examinatioa 
required  by  the  regulations  of  the  service  to  qualii) 
them  to  be  lieutenants  in  the  Navy :  Protnded,  The 
whole  number  of  acting  lieutenants  and  masters,  in- 
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clading  thorn  hotdiog  cMMiiiMioQB  mnd  warrantayihall    l«ui»  mathemstteitai  and  seh^olniatter,  on  the  station. 


not  exceed  two  handrad  and  thirty  lieuCaoants  and 
forty  niling-raaaten.  And  the  Preaident  ihaU  alio 
have  the  power  to  appoint  aacfa  additional  chaplains, 
boatswains,  gnnnen,  carpenters,  and  sailmakers,  aa 
the  good  of  the  serrice  may  in  hia  opinion  reqaire, 
not  exceeding,  howeTer»  tea  chaplains,  ten  boatswains, 
ten  fanners,  Atb  oarpantem,  and  &yr€  aaiimakeia ;  but 


onder  the  snperintendeoco  ol  the  senior  officer  of  such 
ships  and  Tassels  in  ordinary,  whoae  duty  it  will  be, 
under  such  instructions  aa  may  be  given  by  the  8ee^ 
reiary  of  the  Navy  upon  the  subject,  to  eatablish  • 
school  on  board  of  the  ship  to  which  he  is  atUcfaed, 
for  the  purpose  of  instructing  the  midshipmen  oo  the 
station,  and  those  belonging  to  the  ship  in  ordinary, 


oone  of  the  officers  retained  in  aenrice  under  thia  act  ^n  the  several  branches  of  mathemaftics,  geometry. 


ihaU  be  entitled  to  receive  more  than  their  monthly 
pay,  without  rations,  during  the  time  when  they  shall 
not  be  under  orders  for  service :  Provided,  neverthdiBMf 
That  none  of  the  commisaioned  officers  now  in  service 
ibtU,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  be  discharged ;  but  vacan- 
cies, aa  they  occur,  shall  not  be  filled  until  the  officers 
in  the  leveral  grades  shall  be  reduced  to  the  number 
hereinbefore  deaignated. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaetedy  That  the  pay 
and  labaistence  of  a  rear  admiral  shall  be  one  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars  per  month,  and  twenty-four  ra- 
tions per  day  ;  and  of  a  commodore,  one  hundred  dol- 
lars per  month,  and  sixteen  rations  der  di|y. 

Sic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Pres- 
iilent  of  the.  United  States,  may  grant  furloughs  to 
inch  of  the  officers  as  may  choose  to  enter  the  mer- 
chant service  of  the  United  States,  or  such  foreign 
aerviee  as  the  President  may  approve,  lor  a  term  not 
exceeding  two  years ;  subject,  however  to  be  recalled 
at  any  time  he  may  deem  necessary  and  proper ;  but 
all  officers  so  furloughed  shall  receive  only  on^half 
their  monthly  pay,  without  rationa,  during  the  time 
tbfy  shall  be  in  such  manner  absent  from  the  public 
service. 

Sxc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  for  the 
preserTation  of  the  ships  and  vessels  placed  in  ordi- 
naTj,  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  have 
the  power,  provided  he  may  deem  the  same  necessary, 
to  attach  permanently  to  each  ship  or  vessel  the  fol- 
lowing oflScers,  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  boys ; 
diat  is  to  aay,  to  a  ship  of  the  line,  one  captain,  two 
lieotenants,  one  sailing-master,  four  midshipmen,  one 
boatswain,  one  gunner,  one  carpenter,  two  carpenter's 
matea«  who- shall  be  caulkers,  eight  seamen,  eight  ordi- 
nary acamen,  and  six  boys;  to  eadh  forty-four  gun 
fngiie,ooe  captain,  one  lieutenant,  one  sailing-master, 
three  midshipmen,  one  boatswain,  one  gunner,  one 
carpenter,  one  carpenter's  mate,  wboahiM  be  a  caulker, 
»x  aeaaen,  aiz  ordinary  seamen,  and  four  boya;  to 
each  of  the  firigates  rated  less  than  Ibrty-four  guns,  one 
captain,  one  lieutenant,  one  sailing-master,  two  mid- 
shipaiea,  one  boatawain,  one  gunner,  one  carpenter, 
one  carpenter's  mate,  who  shall  be  a  caulker,  five  sea- 
men, five  ordinary  seamen,  and  three  boys ;  to  each 
of  the  aloops  of  war,  one  master  commandant,  two 
midshipQeo,  one  boatswain's  mate,  one  gunner's 
mate,  one  carpenter's  mate,  who  shall  be  a  caulker, 
three  seamen,  thrc«  ordinary  seamen,  and  two  boys; 
to  each  of  the  brigs  and  schooners,  if  not  less  than 
ten  gans,  one  lieutenant,  one  midshipman,  one  boat- 


trigonometry,  and  navigation,  agreeably  to  the  mlea 
and  regulations  of  the  Navy. 

Sac.  6.  And  be  it  furihir  enacted,  That  each  of 
the  following  naval  aUtions,  to  wit :  Portsnonth  (New 
Hampahire,)  Charleatown,  (MassMimsetts,)  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  Washington,  Oosport  (Virginia,)  and 
one  other  station  south  of  the  Chesapeake,  (such  aa 
the  Preaident  of  the  United  Statea  aball  select,)  shall 
be  under  the  conunand  of  an  officer  net  below  the  rank 
of  captain  of  the  Navy,  who  diall  have,  agreeably  to 
aoch  regulations  as  are  now  er  may  hereafter  be  estab- 
liahed  by  authority  of  law  for  the  service,  a  general  su- 
perintendence over  the  ships  and  vessels  in  ordinary 
at  those  autiona  reepedively,  aa  well  aa  over  the  offi- 
oera  (sneh  offieera  only  excepted  as  may  be  senior  in 
rank)  and  crewa  attached  to  them.  And  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  such  officers  and  crews,  under  his  general 
superintendence  and  direction,  to  keep  clean,  ventilate, 
and  prevent,  by  constant  examination,  and,  when  ne« 
oeesary,  caulking  aneh  rente  and  seams  in  the  respec- 
tive vessels  to  wliich  they  are  attached  as  may  be  found 
open,  the  deleterious  eiieeta  arising  from  water  getting 
between  the  timbera,  and  for  the  preservation,  repair* 
ing,  overhauling  of  the  rigging,  stores,  dcc^  of  the  ahlpe 
and  vessels  in  ordinary  d^sited  in  the  na^ry  yarde 
and  storehouses,  aa  well  aa  for  the  rigging  and  equip* 
ping  of  any  of  the  public  ships  er  vesaeb  fitting-for  aea, 
and  like  purpoaea ;  and  the  commanding  offieera  of  the 
reapective  ahipa  in  ordinary  shall,  upon  the  xofniaitien 
of  the  eoaoaandant  of  the  yard,  fumiah,  from  time  to 
time,  agreeably  to  the  general  regulationa  of  Che  aeiu 
vice,  Bttch  number  of  offieera  and  men  aa  in  hia  opin- 
ion the  work  to  be  done  may  require. 

Sac.  9.  And  be  ii  further  enacted.  That  all  offieera 
attached  to  vessels  in  ordinary  ahall  be  allowed  their 
full  pay  and  rations,  and  such  quantity  of  fuel  and 
candles,  provided  they  live  on  board  of  the  respective 
vessels  to  which  they  are  attached,  as  they  would  be 
allowed  were  they  at  aea. 

Sxc.  7,  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  to  the  offi- 
cers stationed  at  the  several  navy  yarda,  that  ia  to  say, 
Portamouth,  (New  Hampahire,)  Chaxieaton,  (Maaaa- 
chuaeltsO  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Washington,  Goo* 
port,  (  Virginia,)  and  one  other  yard  aoath  of  the  Ghee* 
apeake,  the  following  annual  compensation,  in  lien  of 
all  pay,  rations,  and  emolumenta,  ahall  be  allowed  : 
To  the  commanding  officer,  not  under  the  rank  ef 
captain,  three  thousand  dollars ;  to  the  maeler  oom* 
mandant,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars ;  to  the 
lieutenant,  one  thousand  doUaxa;  to  the  sailing-master, 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  to  the  surgeon,  if  at- 


swain'fl  nmte,  one  gunner's  mate,  one  carpenter's  |  tending  an  hospital,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
mate,  wiio  ehal)  be  a  caulker,  two  ordinary  seamen,  j  lars;  to  the  surgeon,  if  not  attending  an  hospital,  nine 


uid  two  boys;  to  each  of  the  aeveral  stations  at 
which  ships  and  veasels  are  placed  in  ordinary  shall  be 
attached  one  smgeon  and  one  surgeon's  mate,  to  at- 
tend ail  the  aiek  of  anch  ships  and  veasels;  one  purser, 
to  execute  the  duties  of  purser  to  all  such  ships  and 
vessels;  one  chaplain  and  one  schoolmaster,  who  shall 


perform,  in  their  respective  stations,  the  duties  of  chap-  I  shall  be  paid  quarterly 


hundred  dollars ;  to  the  surgeon's  mate,  aeven  hundred 
and  fifty  dollara ;  to  the  purser,  eight  hundred  dollara; 
to  a  laboratory  officer  at  Washington,  aeven  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars ;  to  each  midshipman,  three  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  to  each  boatswain,  gunner,  and  sail- 
maker,   five  hundred  doHars;  which  compensations 
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8sc.  8.  Amd  be  ii  furiker  emtded,  Tliat  to  aoy 
other  oaval  statioQ  in  the  Uoited  Statet  (other  then 
tboee  enomented  in  the  preeediof  eection)  the  Pram- 
dent  of  the  United  States  mej  deiun  neeeMaij,  then 
ihell  he  attached  one  maater  eommandant,  who  ahall 
have  the  like  anperinteDdenoe  over  aach  atation  aa  la 
provided  in  the  fifth  aectioa  of  thia  act  for  the  eom- 
mandanti  of  the  aeveral  navy  jarda  therein  ennmera- 
ted ;  and  the  foUowing  annnal  eompenaationa,  in  lien 
of  all  pay,  rationat  and  emolamenti,  ahali  be  allowed 
to  the  officers  attached  to  the  Lake  atatioos,  that  ia  to 
aay,  if  attached  to  the  atation  on  Lake  Ontario,  the 
maater  commandant  ahall  be  entitled  to  one  thooaand 
three  hundred  doUara;  the  lieutenant  to  eight  hundred 
dollars ;  the  surgeon  to  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lara;  the  pnraer,  who  ahall  perform  alao  the  dntiee 
of  atorekeeper,  to  eight  hundred  doUars :  if  attached  to 
the  station  on  Lake  Erie,  the  maater  commandant 
shall  be  entitled  to  one  thouaand  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollara;  the  surgeon  to  eight  hundred  dollars; 
the  parMr,  who  shall  perform  abo  the  dutiea  of  ateie* 
keeper,  to  aeren  hundred  and  fifty  dollan:  if  attached 
to  tho  station  on  Lake  Champlain,  the  maater  oom- 
mandant  ahall  be  entitled  to  one  thouaand  two  hun- 
dred dollars ;  the  aurgeon  to  eight  hundred  doUaia ; 
the  purser,  who  shall  peifoim  also  the  dutiea  of  atore- 
keeper,  to  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollara,  which  com* 
pensations  ahall  be  paid  quarterly. 

Sac.  9.  And  be  ii  furiker  enmdedt  That  an  officer 
appointed  to  auperintend  the  recruiting  aervice  in  any 
port  within  the  United  States  shall  not  be  entitled  to 
any  allowance  for  honae  rent,  fuel,  or  candlea. 

Sac.  10.  And  be  ii  further  enaeied.  That  officers 
of  the  following  grades,  attached  to  ships  of  the  line 
and  frigates,  when  in  actual  service,  shall  receive,  in 
addition  to  their  present  emoluments,  the  monthly  pay 
hereafter  mentioned,  via :  The  first  lieutenant  of  a  ahip- 
of-the-line,  ten  dollars ;  the  sailing-master,  ten  dollars ; 
the  surgeon,  fifteen  doUan ;  the  boatawain,  five  dollars ; 
the  gunner,  fki%  dollars ;  the  carpenter,  five  dollars ; 
the  sailmaker,  three  dollars ;  the  first  lieutenant  of  a 
frigate  of  forty-ibur  guna,  aiz  dollan ;  the  aatling^mas- 
ter,  six  dollars;  the  aurgeon,  ten  dollara;  the  boat^ 
awain,  three  dollars;  the  gunner,  three  dollars;  the 
carpenter,  three  dollars;  the  sailmaker,  two  doUars; 
the  first  lieutenant  of  a  ft-igate  of  thirty-aiz  gone,  ibur 
dollars;  the  sailing-master,  four  dollan;  the  aurgeon, 
aiz  dollan;  the  boatawain,  two  dollan;  the  gunner, 
two  dolUn;  the  carpenter,  two  dollan;  the  sail- 
maker, two  dollan. 

Sac.  11.  And  be  ii  furiker  enaeied.  That  when  a 
anrgeon's  mate  ahall  act  in  the  line  of  hia  duty  on 
board  a  brig,  aehooner,  or  other  amaU  veasel  of  war, 
having  no  other  medical  officer  attached  to  aaid  vessel, 
he  shall  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  dollan  per 
month,  in  addition  to  hia  present  pay  and  rationa,  aa 
authorised  by  law. 

Sac^  13.  AndbeU  further  enacted^  That  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  diacharge  all  warrant  offieen  at  preaent  in 
die  Navy  of  the  United  Statea,  over  and  above  the  re- 
spective numben  ratained  by  this  act ;  and  all  such 
ofllcen  who  shall  be  discharged  under  thia  act  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  siz  months'  pay  over  and  above 
what  may  be  due  to  them,  reapectively,  at  the  time  of 
their  discharge. 

Sac.  13.  And  be  ii  further  enaeied^  That  the  guard 
of  marinea  detached  for  the  protection  of  a  navy  yard 
ahall,  while  doing  duty  in  the  yard,  be  subject  to  the 


ordera  of  the  commandant  of  the  yard,  and  receive  from 
him  instmetiens  aa  to  the  dutiea  they  are  to  perferm 
therein;  and  all  penons  enlisted  into  the  eervice  of 
the  United  Statea,  and  doing  duty  under  the  orden  of 
the  commandant  of  the  yard,  ahall  for  every  ofienee  be 
aubyect  to  the  "Act  for  the  better  govemipent  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  Statea,"  and  be  tried  and  punished 
in  the  same  manner  aa  if  the  offence  had  been  com- 
^mitted  at  sea ;  any  law  or  usage  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Rusa,  to  lay  the 
Message  on  the  table,  and  print  it. 

Mr.  Cocks  hoped  it  would  not  be  laid  on  the 
table,  but  that  it  would  be  referred  to  the  Naval 
Committee,  there  to  undergo  the  proper  investi- 
gation, and  to  be  reported  upon. 

Mr.  Rd88  withdrawing  his  motion,  the  Messag« 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Narai  Afikin. 

SUPPRBSSION  OP  PIRACY. 

Mr.  CoHOicT,  of  New  Jersey,  roae  to  make  a 
motion.  In  the  Message  of  the  President  to  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  at  the  opening  of  the  aessioo, 
he  said,  a  very  brief  allusion  was  made  to  piracies, 
committed  in  the  West  Indies.  All  that  was  said 
on  that  subject,  is  comprised  in  a  short  paragraph, 
which  Mr.  C.  read.  Intelligence  has  been  recently 
reeeived,  and  probably  since  that  part  of  the  Mes- 
sage was  penned,  of  transactions,  so  flagrant  and 
outrageous  in  their  character,  as  to  caU,  imperi- 
ously, for  the  early  and  efficient  interposition  of 
this  House.  The  premature  death  of  the  gallant 
and  lamented  Allen  has  excited  a  spirit  of  indig- 
nation throughout  our  country,  unequalled  since 
the  late  war.  It  calls  loudly  for  retributive  justice, 
from  those  lawless  barbarians ;  and  I  hope  to  see, 
with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  a  competent 
force,  at  the  disposal  of  the  Executive,  under  some 
one  of  the  most  experienced  naval  officers,  wixh 
ample  powers  and  instructions  to  ferret  them  out 
of  their  lurking  holes,  and  to  drag  them  to  a  cer- 
tain and  speedy  punishment.  A  speedy  punish- 
ment, because  I  have  no  idea  of  incurring  the 
delay,  or  the  hazard,  of  transporting  them  here, 
or  of  extending  to  them  a  trial  by  jury,  with  ail 
the  delays  inctdent  to  our  courts  of  justice.  They 
have  placed  themaelTes  beyond  the  protection  of 
the  laws  of  civilized  society ;  they  have  set  at 
open  defiance  the  laws  of  God  and  man;  their 
hand  is  against  every  man,  and  every  man's  hand 
should  combine  against  them.  And  the  most 
effectual  restraint  which  you  can  impose  upon 
their  barbarities,  is  to  furnish  to  them  the  spectacle 
of  a  few  dozen  of  their  leaders  suspended  by  the 
halter,  from  the  j^ard-arms  of  some  of  our  public 
ships.  Deeminf^  it  expedient  that  Congress  should^ 
at  an  early  period,  adopt  some  deciaive  measures 
on  this  subject,  I  submit  the  following  resolution  * 

Reaolwed^  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiain  be 
instructed  to  inquire,  and  report  as  early  as  may  be, 
what  further  raeaaui-ea  are  necessary,  not  only  for  the 
more  efficient  protection  of  our  commerce  in  the  Weit 
India  aeaa  from  piracy,  but  lor  the  entire  extirpatioD 
of  thoae  fteebootera,  and  the  puniahment  of  those  wIm 
may  be  found  to  aid  and  abet  them. 

This  resolution  having  beea  read — 
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Mr.  JoHtrsoN ,  of  Louisiana,  inqaired,  if  there 
was  not  apon  the  table  a  Message  from  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  upon  this  subject. 

The  SpBAKESsaid  there  was  such  a  Message 
on  the  table,  receired  yesterday,  which  he  had 
not  had  an  opportunity  yet  to  present  to  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JoHiisoir,  the  resolution 
moved  by  Mr.  Conbict  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table;  and  the  Message  of  the  President  was 
read,  as  follows : 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States : 

Recent  information  of  the  multiplied  oatrages  and 
depredations  which  have  been  committed  on  oar  tea- 
men and  commerce  by  the  pirates  in  the  West  Indies 
and  Gnif  of  Mexico,  exemplified  by  the  death  of  a  very 
meritorioQi  oflicery  seems  to  call  for  some  prompt  and 
dectrire  measnrM  on  the  part  of  the  GoTomment.  All 
the  paUic  vesseb  adapted  to  that  serrice,  which  can 
be  spared  from  other  indispensable  duties,  are  already 
•oplojed  in  it ;  but,  from  the  knowledge  which  has 
been  acquired  of  the  placea  from  whence  those  outUws 
ime,  and  to  which  they  escape  from  danger,  it  appears 
that  it  will  require  a  particular  kind  of  force,  capable 
of  pnraoing  them  into  the  shallow  waters  to  which 
they  retire,  effectually  to  suppress  them.  I  aubmit  to 
the  connideration  of  Congress^  the  propriety  of  organ- 
izing inch  a  force  for  that  important  object. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WisaisfiTOK,  December  6,  1828. 

The  said  I^essa^e  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naral  Afiairs. 

CLOTHING  THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon, 
resolred  it^telf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  for  clothing  the  militia  when  in  actual 
lerrice. 

The  bill  was  read  through. 

Mr.  Cannon,  though  aware  of  the  difficulty  of 
calling  the  attention  of  the  House  to  subjects  of 
this  description,  addressed  a  few  obserfations  to 
the  Chair  on  the  subject  of  this  bilL  A  proposi- 
tion of  the  same  nature,  he  said,  was  before  Uon- 
ge»  eight  years  ago.  It  was  introduced  into  the 
Hoase  of  Rep^resentatives  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain ;  and  such  was  then  the  con- 
riction  of  the  propriety  of  the  measure,  that  a  bill 
aabraeing  the  same  objects  passed  the  H^se  of 
AepreKntatiyes  by  an  unanimous  ?ote,  and  was 
•ent  to  the  Senate.  It  was  then  near  the  close  of 
^e  war,  and,  before  the  bill  was  taken  up  in  ^e 
S«Qate,  (henews  of  peace  arri?ed,  in  consequence 
of  which  the  bill  was  not  acted  on.  In  that 
period  of  the  war,  the  necessity  of  the  measure 
was  seen  and  felt;  and  Mr.  C.  ex])res8ed  his  hope, 
'Notwithstanding  we  were  now  enjoying  the  calm 
and  trinquiliit|r  of  peace,  that  we  should  look  for- 
ward to  the  militia  as  our  great  national  defence 
m  time  of  need,  and  adopt  such  measures  as  will 
make  them  competent,  at  all  times,  and  under 
erery  exigency,  to  the  defence  of  our  country.  As 
such  he  considered  them,  and  he  should  make  it 
ilwajrs  his  business,  by  QYety  means  practicable, 
to  fire  to  the  militia  that  improvement  which 
Vill  qaalify  it  to  be  what  it  was  intended,  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  that  it  should 


be.  He  was  aware,  he  said,  in  re^rd  to  this  bill, 
that  many  members  had  not  copies  of  it  before 
them ;  but  it  had  undergone  the  deliberation  of  a 
committee  during  the  last  session,  and,  if  the  ob- 
ject was  approved  by  the  House,  was  in  as  good 
a  form  as  could  be  devised.  It  could  not  be  ex- 
pected, he  said,  that  the  militia,  when  called  into 
service,  would  provide  themselves  with  clothing 
necessary  to  render  them  efficient  soldiers,  unless 
means  were  provided  to  reimburse  them  the  ex- 
pense. The  Dill  went,  in  short,  to  place  them,  in 
regard  to  pay  and  emoluments,  on  precisely  the 
same  footing  as  the  soldiers  of  the  regular  army. 
Those  who  had  experience  in  such  service  in  the 
late  war,  would  acknowledge  that  this  measure 
was  necessary  during  a  state  of  war,  and,  if  so, 
he  believed  the  House  would  agree  with  him  that 
now,  in  a  state  of  peace,  was  the  proper  time  to 
make  the  provision  for  it. 

Mr.  Farrbllt  rose,  not  to  oppose  the  bill,  but 
to  suggest  the  propriety  of  proacribing,  in  it^  the 
description  of  the  clothing  with  which  the  militia 
oiight  to  provide  themselves.  At  present  it  was 
lefl  optional  to  each  militiaman  to  provide  clothes 
of  wnat  material,  color,  shape,  or  fashion,  he 
chose.  Mr.  F.  suggested  that,  as  the  clothing 
was  to  be  provided  for  strictly  military  purposes, 
there  ought  to  be  some  provision  that  the  dress 
should  be  uniform. 

Mr.  Cannon  said  that  the  suggestion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  not  escaped 
the  attention  of  the  Militia  Committee.  But 
there  were  difficulties  in  the  way  of  a  provision  of 
the  nature  proposed:  the  different  States  prescribe 
different  uniforms  for  the  militia,  and  to  establish 
a  uniform  dress  for  the  militia  would  be  attended, 
in  practice,  with  difficulties  which  appeared  to 
him  to  be  insuperable. 

'No  amendment  being  proposed  to  the  bill,  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  rose,  and  reported  it  to 
the  House.  On  the  question  to  engross  it  for  a 
third  reading,  ^ 

Mr.  Haroin  suggested  that  this  bill -ought  to 
have  a  more  full  examination  before  it  was  finally 
acted  upon ;  and  he,  therefore,  moved  that  the  bill 
lie  upon  the  table,  and  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  members. 

Which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  subject  in  order  was  the  resolution  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  agreement  between  the 
United  States  and  Georgia ;  and  the  House  hav- 
ing gone  into  committee  upon  it,  on  request  of  Mr. 
Gilmer,  (Mr.  Bassbtt  in  the  chair) — 

On  motion  of  Mr  Gilmer,  the  Committee  rose, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again,  and  the  explana- 
tory report  upon  the  subject,  made  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, was  ordered  to  be  printe^. 

PRE-EMPTIONS  POR  8EAT8  OP  JUSTICE. 

The  next  subject  in .  order  was  the  following 
bill,  lying  over  from  last  session : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of^  R^rc" 
sentives  of  the  Vnited  States  of  Amerieat  in  Con^ 
gress  assembled,  Tha\  thore  ha  granted  to  the  State 
of  Alabama,  and  to  the  Territory  of  ArkaoaaSy  at  the 
minimum  price  for  which  public  lands  of  the  United 
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States  are  sold,  the  right  of  pre-empttoa  to  one  qaarter 
■actioo  of  land,  in  or  near  the  centre  of  eacii  county 
of  the  State  and  Territory  aforesaid,  for  the  establiah- 
ment  of  seats  of  josticc,  in  each  of  each  oonnties : 
Provided,  The  purchase  be  made  before  the  com- 
znencement  of  the  public  sales  in  said  State  and  Ter« 
ritory  of  the  lands  surrounding  the  quarter  sections 
located  under  this  right  of  pre-emption :  Andprovid' 
tdf  aUo,  That  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  each  quarter 
section  thus  located  in  said  State  and  Territory,  shall 
be  appropristed  for  the  purposes  of  erecting  public 
buildings  in  the  county  for  which  it  is  located,  after 
deducting  from  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sale  made  by 
said  State  or  Territory  the  amount  originally  paid  for 
the  same  :  Providedjuriher,  That  the  seat  of  justice 
for  said  counties,  respectively,  shall  be  fixed  on  the 
lands  so  located  and  selected. 

The  House  having,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sterling. 
of  New  York,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  upon  the  subject — 

Mr.  Sterling  stated  that  this  bill  contained 
provisions,  in  regard  to  the  States  therein  named, 
precisely  similar  to  those  granting  like  rights  to 
the  State  of  Ohio ;  it  had  ^en  asked  for  b^  those 
States,  and  he  believed  was  so  guarded  in  its  pro- 
visions as  not  to  be  susceptible  of  abuse,  if  passed. 
It  was  not  to  have  efiect  unless  the  States  in 
question  gave  their  assent  to  it ;  and,  if  they  did 
so,  the  Government  of  the  United  States  would 
be  gainer  instead  of  loser  by  it.  because  the  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States  would  sain  value  by  the 
operation  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill.  Mr.  S. 
added,  that  the  members  of  the  Committee  of 
Public  Lands,  at  the  last  session,  were  unani- 
mously in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Rankin,  of  Mississippi,  confirmed  the  state- 
ments of  Mr.  Sterling.  Although  generally  op- 
posed to  the  policy  of  granting  pre-emptions,  be- 
lieving the  reasons  for  it  had  ceased,  this  was  a 
case  in  which  he  thought  it  right,  inasmuch  as  it 
was  agreeable  to  precedent  in  the  case  of  Ohio, 
and  would  be  decidedly  advantageous  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  United  States. 

MrJ  R.  then  moved,  though  he  did  not  know 
that,  in  any  instance,  the  State  of  Mississippi 
would  avail  itself  of  the  provision,  that  the  State 
of  Mississippi  should  be  added  to  the  three  other 
States  mentioned  in  the  bill ;  which  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CoGRE,  of  Tennessee,  said  that  the  United 
States  had  some  lands  in  Tennessee,  as  well  as  in 
other  States,  in  which  new  counties  were  to  be 
laid  off.  The  House  had  been  told  that  the  State 
of  Mississippi  would  probably  not  avail  herself  of 
the  benefit  of  this  bill.  He  would  move  to  add 
to  the  bill  the  State  of  Tennessee ;  and,  when  he 
did  so^  he  declared  his  belief  that  that  State  would 
avail  Itself  of  the  benefit  of  the  provision.  He  saw 
no  reason,  he  said,  why  lands  should  be  sold  at 
the  minimum  price  to  one  State,  and  the  same 
privilege  be  withheld  from  others.  The  portion 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee  in  which  the  United 
States  held  the  land  was  small,  it  was  true,  but  he 
did  not  see  why  it  should  be  debarred  the  same 
rights  as  were  allowed  to  the  other  States. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  some  debate. 


It  was  opposed  by  Mr.*  Rankin,  on  the  ground 
that  the  circumstances  of  Tennessee  did  not  re- 
semble these  of  Mississippi,  which  latter  State 
contained  in  one  body  something  like  four  mil- 
lions of  acres  of  unseated  (Choctaw)  land,  &c. 
He  again  adverted  to  the  example  of  the  privilefe 
granted  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  declared  that 
the  bill  could  do  no  injury,  but  rather  a  service,  to 
the  interests  of  the  United  Stales. 

Mr.  McCoT  was  opposed  to  the  bill  altogether, 
principally  because  it  would  lead  to  many  other 
bills.  In  the  case  of  Ohio,  the  privilege  to  her 
had  been  clogged  with  so  many  provisions,  she 
had  not  availed  herself  of  it.  He  could  not  see 
why  greater  privileges  should  be  granted  to  coaa- 
ties  in  the  States  wnose  seats  of  justice  were  not 
yet  located  than  to  others.  Hia  ide^  appeared  lo 
be,  that  all  parts  of  the  country  shoold  stand,  ia 
this  respect,  on  the  same  footing.  Why  was  it 
not  proposed  to  ranbraee  in  the  bill  Indiana,  Illi- 
nois, and  Missouri,  as  well  as  Alabama  and  Ar- 
kansas? 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  gave  a  historr  of  the 
application  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  ana  of  the 
reasons  why  she  did  not  avail  herself  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  Congress  in  this  respect  It 
was  clogged  with  such  conditions  as  made  it  dis- 
advantageous to  her ;  and  she  did  not  choose  to 
so  to  the  expense  of  sending  commissioners  into 
fourteen  new  counties  to  lay  off  seats  of  justice, 
when  no  advantage  whatever  would  arise  to  her 
from  doing  so. 

Mr.  Rankin  replied  to  Mr.  McCot.  He  did 
not  know  that  Indiana  or  Illinois  had  applied  for 
this  right.  If  thev  did  apply^,  he  shoold  consider 
them  equallv  entitled  to  it  with  other  States.  Mr. 
R.  said  he  felt  no  anxiety  himself  on  the  subject 
of  this  bill,  but  he  was  persuaded  its  adoption 
would  be  beneficial  to  the  united  States. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  insertion  of 
Tennessee  in  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

Mr.  Walwortb  said,  if  this  measure  was  cal- 
culated, as  had  been  represented,  to  increase  the 
value  of  the  public  lands,  it  ougnt  to  be  geuenl 
in  its  operation.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  amend 
it  so  as  to  make  its  provisions  apply  *'to  the  ser- 
eral  States  and  Territories  in  which  there  are 
public  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States.'' 

Mr.  Sterling,  of  New  York,  said  he  hoped 
this  amendment  would  not  prevail.  No  other 
States  but  those  named  in  the  bill  had  made  appli- 
cation to  Congress  on  the  subject,  and  it  would  be 
time  enough  to  embrace  them  in  the  bill  when 
they  did  apply.  The  State  of  Alabama  and  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas  were  peculiarly  situated, 
the  lands  not  having  been  exposed  to  sale  in  the 
new  counties,  Ac.  He  was  willing,  when  other 
States  applied,  under  similar  circumstances,  bai 
not  before,  to  extend  to  them  the  same  privileges- 
Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  was  in  favor  of  ihe- 
amendment.  He  was  in  daily  expectation  of  a 
proposition  on  this  subject  from  the  State  which 
he  represented ;  and,  inasmuch  as  the  principle  of 
the  bill  had  been  fairly  shown  to  be  beneficial  to 
the  United  States,  he  hoped  it  would  be  made 
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graeral  in  its  operation.  Mr.  C.  added  some  re- 
marks to  show  the  beneficial  effects  which  might 
be  expected  from  the  bill. 

Mr.  MooRB,  of  Alabama,  called  for  the  reading 
of  some  petitions  on  the  sabjeet  from  Alabama, 
oDe  of  which  (from  the  Committee  of  Public 
Baildiogs,  in  the  coanty  of  Perry)  was  read. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Walworth's  motion,  to 
give  the  bill  a  general  effect,  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative.  And  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
rose,  and  reported  the  bill  as  amended. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in;  and  the 
questioD  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading — 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  be 
hoped  the  House  would  not  pass  the  bill,  consid- 
ering it  as  embracing  a  policy  injurious  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  Gtovvrnment.  It  proposed  to  sell 
quarter  sections  at  the  minimum  price  for  the 
benefit  of  counties.  But  this  privilege  gentlemen 
supposed  might  not  be  accepted.  If  so,  Mr.  W. 
said,  the  House  was  legislating  to  no  purpose ; 
giriog^  grants  which  would  not  be  accepted ;  ofler- 
ipg  to  confer  favors,  which,  from  ne^ect  or  de- 
sign, might  be  rejected  by  the  party  intended  to 
be  favored.  With  regard  to  the  increased  value 
which  it  was  said  this  measure  was  to  give  to 
laDds  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  W.  said  he  had 
no  coofidence  in  this  scheme  of  giving  away  with 
one  hand,  to  receive  increased  value  in  the  other. 
This  land,  which  it  was  proposed  to  give  at  the 
miQimum  price,  might  be  worth  twenty  or  thirty 
dollars  an  acre.  If  we  make  grants,  said  he,  let 
it  be  to  the  poor  individuals  who  emimte  to  that 
coQotry,  and  who  are  without  the  ability  to  buy 
laod  to  live  upon.  If  we  extort  from  the  ham- 
blest  emigrant  the  real  value  of  the  land,  let  us  do 
the  same,  at  least,  from  the  counties  to  which  it  is 
now  proposed  to  give  it. 

Mr.  Rahkih  said  this  privilege  was  asked  for 
bjf  the  States  first  embraced  in  the  bill  because 
I  Congress  had  given  it  before  to  others.  If  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
was  acted  upon,  the  world  would  soon  come  to 
an  end :  the  planter  would  not  trust  his  grain  to 
the  ground,  because  it  was  giving  away  without 
koowiog  whether  any  thing  would  spring  from  it 
to  recompense  him.  But  the  argument  was  not 
a  justoae.  It  was  certain  the  location  of  a  seat 
of  justice  was  an  advantage  as  sure  to  the  adja- 
cent laod  as  was  the  advantage  to  the  farmer  of 
"^wiag  his  seed.  If  a  certain  advantage  would 
result  to  the  United  States  from  the  measure,  and 
DO  disadvantage  could  flow  from  it,  why  not  pass 
the  bill? 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  the 
votes  were  as  follows:  For  the  third  reading  61, 
against  it  64. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  three 

votes. 


Weoncsoay,  December  11. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit:    from  New 
York,  Elijah  Spemcbr  ;  from  Virginia,  William 
17th  Coif.  2d  Sess.— 12 


Lbb  Ball;  and  from  Georgia,  Alfbed  Coth* 
BBRT,  and  Robert  Ratmomd  Reid^  appeared  and 
took  their  seats. 

A  new  member,  to  wit :  from  South  CaroliBa, 
John  Carter,  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy  oc- 
casioned by  the  resignation  or  Jajibs  Blair,  ap- 
peared, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Francis  Jobnson,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  biU  for 
the  relief  of  William  Sayles;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  resolution  yesterday  laid  upon  the  table  by 
Mr.  WooococK,  calling  for  information  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  respecting  advan- 
ces of  money  to  public  agents,  was  considered, 
modified,  and  adopted  by  the  House. 

[In  support  of  this  motion,  Mr.  W,  made  some 
observations,  which  the  reporter  had  not  the  op- 
portunity of  hearing.  The  purport  of  them  was. 
that,  in  the  statements  received  from  the  several 
departments,  of  the  accounts  of  public  officers,  no 
account  was  given  of  moneys  advanced  to  sub- 
agents  and  subcontractors,  d&c,  without  security, 
dbc.;  so  that  this  class  of  defaulters  often  escape  it 
without  observation.  His  object  was,  if  practica- 
ble, to  supply  this  deficiency.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnston,  of  Louisiaiia,  the 
House  took  up  ihe  bill  providing  for  the  exaini- 
nation  of  the  titles  to  land  in  that  part  of  Louis- 
iana situated  between  the  Rio  Hondo  and  the 
Sabine  river ;  which  was  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  as  also  was,  on  his 
motion,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thaddeus  May- 
hew. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbbr,  of  Connecticut,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  instraeted 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  an  ap- 
propriation for  completing  and  repairing  Fort 
Qriswold,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cusbmam,  the  subject  of  the 
Public  Buildings  and  the  Public  Lands  in  the 
city  of  Washington,  was  referred  to  a  select  conor 
mittee,  and  Mr.  Blackledqb,  Mr.  Cusbman,  Mr. 
Van  Wyck,  Mr.  Cassbdt,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Ho- 
BART,  and  Mr.  Lbftwioh,  were  appointed  the 
said  committee. 

Mr.  Colobn  submitted  the  foUowuig  vesoltttion, 
viz: 

Ee9oivid,  That  the  President  of  ths  United  Statea 
be  requested  to  Uy  before  this  House  sach  infot matioa 
as  h«  may  posarw  with  regard  to  any  hostile  expedi- 
tion which  may  have  been  prepared  in  the  United 
Slates,  and  sailed  from  thence,  within  the  present  year, 
against  the  territory  or  dependency  of  any  Power  in 
amity  with  the  United  isifcates;  and  to  inform  this 
Houie  whether  any  measures  have  been  taken  to  bring 
to  condign  punishment  the  persons  who  may  have 
been  concerned  in  such  expedition,  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  tho  United  States. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day. 

Mr.  Williamson  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution, viz : 

Ruolvedt  That  the  several  petitions,  and  thesuljeet- 
matters  embraced  in  resolntions,  refered  to  the  several 
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standing  and  select  eomniitteas  the  last  session,  and 
not  reported  upon,  be  again  referred  to  the  similar 
committees. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CoNDicT  submitted  the  following  joint  res- 
olution, which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  one 
day,  under  the  role,  viz : 

Raohed,  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Repreaen- 
tathee  of  the  United  Statte  of  America,  in  Congrese 
aeeembUd,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Becretary 
and  Clerk  of  the  respective  Houses  to  lay  before  Con* 
gress,  at  the  commencement  of  every  session,  a  detailed 
statement  of  the  expenditure  of  the  contingent  fond  of 
each  House,  during  the  preceding  session,  stating  the 
items,  qnaotity,  prices,  and  to  whom  payment  is 
made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Condict,  the  Committee  of 
Accounta  were  instructed  to  inquire  and  report 
whether  an^r,  and  what,  part  of  tbecontingoit  ex- 
{lenses  of  this  House  can  oe  curtailed,  witlwnt  det- 
riment to  the  public  serrice,  and  that  said  com- 
mittee rerise  the  system  pursued  by  the  officers  of 
this  House,  in  disbursing  the  contingent  fund,  and 
report  whether  any  further  restrictions,  responsi- 
bilities, or  checks,  are  necessary  for  its  disburse- 
ment. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  to  reviye  and  continue  in 
force  certain  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims 
in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof,  and  the 
bill  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Joint  Committee  for  Enrolled  Bills,  was 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House;  and  Mr. 
Dane  and  Mr.  Leftwich  were  appointed  of  the 
said  committee  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Joint  Committee  to  hare  the  direction 
of  the  money  appropriated  for  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress, was  read,  and  also  concurred  in  bv  the 
House ;  and  Mr.  Alexanoeb  Smtth^  Mr.  Wbip- 
PLE,  and  Mr.  Cutbbert,  were  appointed  of  the 
said  committee  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  to  alter  the  judicial  district 
of  Pennsylrania,  and  for  other  purposes,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof, 
and  the  bill  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

The  House,  i^ro/orma,  to  retain  for  the  subjecto 
their  preference  in  the  roil  of  orders  of  the  day, 
went  in  and  out  of  Committees  of  the  Whole  on 
the  Cteorgia  agreement  resolution,  and  the  Mis- 
souri land  bill;  but,  not  being  prepared  to  act 
upon  them,  reported  progress  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again. 

OCCUPATION  OF  COLUMBIA  RIVER. 

The  bill  of  the  last  session,  providing  for  the 
occupation  of  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river, 
being  next  in  order — 

Mr.  Floyd  said  he  was  not  at  the  moment 
ready  to  present  the  information  on  this  subject, 
which  he  was  prepared,  at  any  time  during  the 


last  session,  to  have  laid  before  the  House ;  but, 
not  wishing  the  consideration  of  the  subject  to  be 
long  deferred  on  his  account,  he  moved  to  go  into 
Committee  with  a  view  to  retaining  for  Uie  bill 
its  present  place  in  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  House  accordingly  went  in  and  out  of 
Committee  upon  it,  leave  was  given  to  sit  again, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  reprinted. 

A  similar  course  being  proposed  on  another 
bill- 
Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  said  he  had  no  idea  of 
sitting  here,  to  receive  motions  to  go  in  a  od  out 
of  Committee,  and  to  reprint  bills ;  and  suggested 
the  propriety  of  some  step  to  pot  an  end  to  this 
(as  it  appeared  to  him)  wasteful  consumption  of 
time. 

No  specific  proposition,  however,  being  made 
by  Mr.  Campbbll.  the  Speakbb  proceeded  in 
calling  over  the  bills. 

DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA. 

The  first  bill  which  the  House  agreed  toeo  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  upon,  was  the  mJi  to 
fix  the  compensation  and  fees  of  the  Registers  of 
Wills  of  the  counties  of  Washington  and  Alex- 
andria, in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Neale  assigned,  at  some  length,  the  views 
of  the  committee  which  had,  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  reported  this  bill.  He  showed  the 
importance  of  a  faithful  and  intelligent  adminis- 
tration of  the  duties  of  those  officers,  and  gave  a 
view  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  their  labors  and 
duties — all  which,  in  his  opinion,  concurred  to 
make  the  provisions  of  this  biU,  for  a  li^t  in- 
crease of  their  present  emoluments,  just  and  rea- 
sonable, as  well  in  themselves  as  by  comparison 
with  the  compensations  of  other  public  omcers. 

Mr.  Hill  and  Mr.  Walwobtb  made  some 
queries  as  to  some  of  the  details  of  the  bill,  which 
seemed  objectionable  to  them;  and  Mr.  Nbalc 
answered  and  explained. 

Finally,  after  some  amendment  had  been  made  . 
tothcbili—  ' 

Mr.  Cocke  made  opposition  to  it  on  principle, 
believing  the  fees  now  allowed  by  law  to  these 
officers  to  be  sufficient.  He  moved  to  strike  oat 
the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill.  He  considered 
the  fees  proposed  bv  the  bill  to  be  enormous,  and 
particularly  objected  to  the  fee  of  one  dollar  for 
statiuff  each  account,  and  of  six  and  a  quarter 
cents  for  examining  each  voucher. 

Mr.  Neale  defended  the  bill,  explained  the 
bearing  of  these  fees  to  the  former  fees,  and  showed 
the  fees  now  proposed  to  be  allowed  to  the  Rcg:is- 
ters  of  Wills  to  oe  le«s  than  had  been  allowed  by 
an  act  of  Congress  to  the  clerks  of  the  courts,  &c. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  enacting  clause, 
(rejecting  the  bill,)  was  decided  in  the  n^aUve. 
by  a  large  majority. 

The  bill  being  reported  to  the  House,  with 
amendments,  was  concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

LAND  OFFICE  RECEIVE  RS;  &c. 

The  House  next  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill,  reported  at  the  last 
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sessioDy  fixiog  the  eompensatioo  of  receivers  of 
the  public  moneys,  for  (heir  services  in  transmit- 
ting pabiic  moneys  to  safe  places  of  deposite. 

Mr.  RANKiif  briefly  explained  the  object  of  the 
bill,  the  propriety  of  passing  which  was  suffi- 
ciently obvioas,  by  a  recurrence  to  the  losses 
wbich  had  occurrea  under  the  former  system. 

No  objection  being  made  to  the  bill,  the  Com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

To  the  same  Committee  of  the  Whole  had 
been  also  referred  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  the 
registers  and  receivers  of  public  money  of  the 
sereral  land  offices ;"  which  was  also  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  next  bill  which  the  House  went  into  Com- 
mittee upon,  was  the  bill  to  enable  the  proprietors 
of  lands,  held  by  titles  derived  from  the  United 
States,  to  obtain  copies  of  their  papers. 

The  object  of  the  bill  was  explained  in  a  few 
words  by  Mr.  Cook  ;  and,  no  objection  being  made 
to  the  bttll,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  it  to 
the  House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  next  bill  in  order  was  the  bill  "  To  abolish 
imprifonment  for  debt."  Before  taking  it  up,  the 
House  adjourned. 


Tbdrsoay,  December  12. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Wavs  and  Means,  rejx>rted  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Nathan  Branson,  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Cannon,  from  the  Committee  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Militia,  to  which  was  recommitted  the 
bill  for  the  discipline  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States, reported  the  same  with  amendments;  which 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  all  the 
bills,  resolutions,  and  report^,  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  and  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  not  already  printed,  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  enable  the 
proprietors  of  lands,  held  by  titles  derived  from 
the  United  States,  to  obtain  copies  of  papers  from 
the  proper  department,  and  to  declare  the  effect  of 
such  copies,"  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Denison^  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  on  the  petition  of  Lucy  Lamb, 
made  at  the  last  session,  was  taken  up,  and,  with 
a  view  to  amendment  thereof,  was  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Conoict,  the  joint  resolution 
requiring  from  the  Secretary  and  Clerk  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  to  make 
reports  at  each  session  of  the  mode  and  amount  of 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  preceding  year, 
was  taken  up,  and  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  CocKB  then  moved  to  lay  the  resolve  on 
the  table.  It  was  understood  that  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  had  the  subject  of  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  Congress  under  their  consider- 


ation, and  in  all  |m>bability  they  would  include  a 
provision  similar  to  this  in  the  law  which  he  sup- 
posed would  pass  during  the  present  session.  lie 
thought  it  better,  at  least,  to  defer  acting  on  this 
subject  until  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
should  make  their  report. 

The  resolve  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Williamson  called  op  the  resolution  which 
he  yesterday  submitted  respecting  recommitment 
to  the  committees  of  subjects  not  acted  upon  at 
the  last  session ;  which  resolution  was,  by  the 
House,  modified  and  amended,  so  as  to  read'as 
follows : 

Mesohed,  That  the  sevenl  petitions  and  resolutions 
referred  to  the  several  standing  and  select  eommittees, 
the  \aM  session,  and  not  finally  acted  upon,  be  again 
referred  to  the  same  committees. 

Mr.  Walworth  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
resolution,  by  inserting  after  the  word  "resolu- 
tion" the  words  "  upon  the  suggestion  of  any 
member  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House." 

The  resolution  was  then,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Conoict,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  then  presented  a  memorial  from 
T.  McCormick,  senior,  proposing  an  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  ot  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio, 
by  cutting  a  canal  around  the  same ;  which,  on 
the  suggestion  of  the  Speaker,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  pro- 
viding for  surveys  of  certain  canals,  dbc. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  the 
following  letter : 

BosTOK,  Juiy  4, 1822. 

To  the  Hon.  the  Spbaksb  of  the  Ho.  of  Rep9» 

8ia :  The  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to 
yon  on  the  4th  July,  1819»  and  which  Mr.  Lowndes 
was  so  obliging  as  to  take  charge  of  and  deliver,  was 
intended  to  have  been  accompaoied  by  the  collection 
of  medals  therein  referred  to ;  but  this  was  unfertu- 
nately  lost  on  board  the  ship  Factor,  bound  to  New 
York,  of  which  accident  it  appears  that  the  House  was 
4nly  informed  by  its  committee.  As  soon  as  I  heard 
of  it,  I  endeavored  to  proeare  a  duplicate  of  the  col- 
lection, and  succeeded  a  few  days  before  I  left  Paris, 
in  April  last.  This,  together  with  the  medals  which 
have  been  strack  at  Paris,  to  commemorate  some  prin- 
cipal events  of,  and  men  distinguished  in,  our  Revo- 
lution, I  take  the  liberty  through  you,  sir,  of  herewith 
sending  and  offering  to  Congress,  for  the  use  of  the 
National  Library. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  dec. 

GEORGE  W.ERVING. 

P.  8.  A  printed  catalogue  of  the  French  medals 
proper  is  enclosed  in  the  case  which  contains  them. 

The  American  medals  are  bat  five  proper,  viz : 

One  of  General  Washington,  at  the  siege  of  Boston ; 

One  of  Doctor  Franklin ; 

One  of  Paul  Jones ;  and 

Two  of  the  Battle  of  the  Cowpens. 

To  these  I  have  thought  it  well  te  add  Columbus 
and  Kosciusko,  taken  from  the  collection  of  illustrious 
men,  deceased,  now  publishing  in  the  French  Mint. 

The  letter  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Flumer,  of 
New  Hampshire,  referred  to  the  Library  Com- 
mittee. 
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MEMORIAL  OF  SEVOLUTIONARY  SOLDIERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cdshman.  the  petition  of 
sundry  officers  and  soldiers  of  tne  Revolutionary 
Army,  at  present  residing  in  the  State  of  Maine, 
heretofore  presented  to  this  House  on  the  21st  of 
January^  1822,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions.  The  memorial  is  as 
follows : 

The  memorial  of  the  underaigned,  surviving  soldiers 
of  the  Revolutionary  Army,  residing  mostly  in  the 
dtate  of  Maine,  respectfully  showeth — 

That  your  memorialists,  at  an  early  period  of  their 
life,  and  at  dilferent  sUgea  of  the  war,  engaged  in 
the  military  service  of  their  country,  with  that  gener- 
ous ardor  of  feeling  which  characterixee  the  youthful 
mind,  glowing  with  the  love  of  liberty,  and  contending 
for  a  noble  object ;  and  that  they  discharged  the  duties 
of  the  camp  and  field  with  a  fortitude,  fidelity,  and 
zeal,  adapted  to  the  service  in  which  they  were  en- 
gaged.   Your  memorialists  would  forbear  to  enlarge 
on  the  aufibrings,  hardships,  and  dangers,  as  well  as 
the  brilliant  events  of  the  war,  undertaken  to  ward  off 
oppression  and  to  vindicate  civil  rights,  and  maintained 
for  the  attainment  of  national  sovereignty  and  iade- 
pendenoe.    These  are  recoided  in  the  annals  of  our 
eoiuitiy-*-ave  emblasoned  in  the  history  of  nation*— 
•M  freah  in  the  merooiies  of  your  honorable  bodies, 
and  will  live  in  the  grateful  reooUections  of  every  pat- 
riotic generation.    Your  memorialists  cannot,  how- 
ever, refrain  from  observing  that  the  Revolutionary 
Army,  from  the  circumstances  of  the  country  and  tlw 
character  of  the  war,  actually  endured  a  series  of 
hardships  and  privations,  snd  were  exposed  to  perils 
unusual  to  the  well  appointed  armies  of  nstions,  rich 
in  resources,  snd  abounding  in  all  that  can  render 
war  successful.    There  are  many  among  the  surviving 
soldiers  who  entered  the  service  at  the  lowest  ebb  of 
their  coontiy's  fortune,  when  no  ally  had  espoused  her 
cause,  when  resistance   to   British  aggression  was 
treason  or  rebellion ;  when  there  was  no  alternative 
but  victory  or  death.    Laborious  and  distressing  were 
the  scenes  in  which  they  were  sctors,  and  demanded 
idl  the  active  and  passive  courage  of  veteran  warriors. 
Arduous  and  bloody  were  the  bsttles  which  they 
fought;  and  when  not  conflicting  with  the  public  foe, 
thoy  were  forced  to  contend  against  the  elements,  or 
to  encounter  more  formidable  enemies,  hunger  and 
thirst,  eoM  and  nakedness.    Without  covering  or  shel- 
ter, they  were  frequently  exposed  to  the  inclemency 
of  the  seasons,  snd,  on  icy  or  froxen  ground,  they  hsd 
to  perform  difScult  and  fiitiguing  marches,  while  the 
falling  snow  and  rugged  earth  was  distsined  by  the 
blood  issuing  from  their  wounded  fieet. 

But  your  memorislists  will  not  dilate.  Suffice  it  to 
say,  that  the  Bevolattonary  army  suffered  and  fought, 
and  bled,  not  in  aid  of  tyranny,  but  in  defence  of  free- 
dom— not  to  swell  the  triumphs  of  a  proud  of>preasor, 
but  to  give  splendor  to  the  cause  of  libertj — ^not  to 
enslave  any  portion  of  the  human  race,  but  to  ameli- 
orate the  condition  of  their  own  countrymen  and  to 
vindicate  the  inalienable  rights  of  mankind,  Their 
achievement  was  as  glorions  as  their  sufferings  had 
been  distressing,  or  their  oonfiicto  severe.  They  ob- 
tained for  an  injured  country  its  peace,  sovereignty, 
and  independence.  The  object  for  which  the  patriot 
army  contended  being  obtained,  your  memorialists,  in 
common  with  others  who  had  been  their  fellow-sufferers 
in  the  war  and  companions  in  arms,  retired  from  the 


field,  to  the  laborioua  employaentn  of  privnto 
not,  however,  without  inditfling  the  eocrat  hepe  that 
the  country,  watered  by  their  bbod,  and  made  to  iloniw 
ish  by  the  toils  of  heroes  and  pttlriols,  would,  at  some 
future  period,  be  mindful  of  those  thxougk  whose  suP 
ferings  and  valor  she  had  attained  her  proMierity  and 
glory.    This  long-looked-for  period  seemed  aft  length 
to  be  arrived.    At  the  recommendation  of  that  illustri- 
ous statesman,  who,  under  God,  presides  over  the 
civil  destinies  of  the  United  States,  who  fought  and 
bled  for  his  country's  rights,  the  servicee  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary army  came  op  in  remembrance  for  good  be- 
fore the  Representatives  of  the  nation.     Your  memo- 
rialists were  unable  to  express  the  joy  which  they  feh 
at  this  unsolicited  token  of  their  country's  bounty — 
viewing  it  as  they  did,  not  n^rely  as  alms  lo  the  needy, 
but,  in  a  certain  sense,  a  meed  to  merit — not  aa  a  gra- 
tui^  to  the  extiemo  indigeBt  and  fbrlom,  bat,  in  some 
sort,  the  long-delayed  reward,  or  the  apprapiUte  boon 
for  patriotism  and  talo^  lor  uncommon  pevBa  eadored, 
and  uncommon  exertions  made  in  a  gkniooa  cause. 
And  your  memorialists  were  the  more  ineUned  to  view 
the  Pension  Act,  of  March,  1818,  in  this  light,  as 
many  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  now  snrriving,  en- 
listed in  the  service  with  little  or  no  bounty,  received 
th^r  promised  pay  in  a  depreciated  currency  of  bqsU 
relative  value :  and  also,  as  what  is  thns  granted,  is 
equally  honorary  to  the  donor  and  to  the  receiver;  but 
especially  as  it  would  best  comport  with  the  magnan- 
imity of  a  great  and  flourishing  Republic     Your  me- 
morialists have  further  to  observe,  that,  as  they  entered 
the  service  of  their  country  at  a  most  interesting  period 
of  human  life,  when  the  young  mind  takes  its  color 
and  direction,  by  devoting  themselves  for  a  considerable 
length  of  time  to  the  profeesion  of  arms,  tbey  not  only 
lost,  in  some  measure,  the   opportunity  on  joyed  hy 
others,  of  laying  a  foundation  for  property,  but  to  a 
certain  extent  became  nnqualifiod  to  make  aoj  con- 
siderable acquiaition;  it  being  well  known   to  yov 
honorable  bodies,  that  the  spirit  of  heroiaB,  tbc  ieriings 
of  gallantry,  and  the  pride  of  a  soldier,  all  which  mast 
be  cultivated  and  nourished  in  an  efficient  army,  are 
not  the  qualities  or  hsbits  which,  in  civil  Ule,  lead  to 
the  attainment  of  wealth,  nor  hardly  to  a  bare  compe- 
tency.    To  persons  thus  circurastanoed,  it  is  conceived 
something  like  generosity  should  be  extended. 

Believing  it  to  be  the  best  policy  of  every  enlight- 
ened nstion,  to  patronize  rare  merit,  to  reward  un- 
common exertions  for  the  common  weal,  and  to  allure 
the  patriotic  and  bnive  to  exalted  achievements,  your 
memorialists  derive  the  most  sensible  pleasnre  from 
every  public  testimony  of  respect,  every  tribute  of 
praise  bestowed,  every  encouragement  given  to  those 
who  have  nobly  endured,  or  bravely  dared  Ibr  the 
interest  and  honor  of  the  country.  It  is,  therdbre, 
with  the  emotions  of  approving  joy,  that  tbey  reflect 
on  the  provistoa  msde  by  the  preceding  Congveas,  for 
the  widow  and  children  of  the  late  Commodore  Perry, 
for  his  signal  victory  on  the  Lakes  at  a  fortunate  crisis. 
But  what  was  the  consequence  of  this  vieloiy,  ss 
glorious  as  it  was,  compared  with  the  brilliant  exploits 
at  Princeton,  or  Trenton,  the  well-fought  battles  of 
Berois*  heights,  and  tlie  cspture  of  a  British  armj  on 
the  plains  uf  Saratoga  !  The  former  rescued  a  terri- 
tory from  the  po«sessioo  of  the  enemy  ;  the  latter 
saved  an  sggrieved  country  from  the  galling  yoke  of 
oppression,  and  paved  the  way  for  its  freedom,  sover- 
eignty, and  independence.  Some  of  your  memoriaiiits 
were  concerned  in  these  all-important  achievements. 
And  shall  the  brave  exploits  of  modern  heroes  only  be 
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bad  ia  iMnor,  whttt  Um  iioUt  ftcbicTflmeiilf  of  pMt 
timci^  which  constttiite  the  veiy  pivoto  on  which  the 
indeiMndeiioe  of  the  oation  turned,  remain  unre- 
warded 1  The  acntiments  of  poticy»  ae  well  as  of 
groeroeitj,  forhid !  A  magnanimoue  republic  will  not 
^waya  be  nnmindfol  of  the  beroea  on  whoee  proweae, 
and  aafieringBy  and  blood,  was  laid  the  founoation  of 
ita  existence  and  renown. 

'■A  country  reacned  by  their  arms  from  impending 
TQin,"said  the  Patriotic  Chief  of  the  Rerolutionary 
aimy,  "  will  never  leaYe  unpaid  the  debt  of  gratitude. 
Tour  meaorialiits  would  presume  on  the  candor  of 
your  honorable  bodies,  while  they  lutlher  remark  that 
the  pens^n  law,  aa  now  modified  or  construed,  is  of  lit- 
tle or  no  honefit  to  tho  persons  for  whose  relief  it  was 
nteoded  lo  pfovide.     It  aasisls  towns,  pariihe%  or 
€orpofaliDna»  to  Maintain  their  own  poor,  or  takes  the 
poor  off  thoir  hands.    By  the  institalions  in  N«w 
Sngiand,  at  lenat,  these  poor  haTe  legal  claims  on  the 
eommiiBaties  lo  which  they  respectiToly  belong.    The 
pension  law,  therefore,  in  (^ration,  assists  rich  cor- 
porationa  which  need  no  aid,  and  not  poor  individuals 
who,  without  public  bounty,  are  entitled  to  a  main- 
tenance by  law.    Your  memorialists,  as  yet,  have  too 
much  pride  of  character  to  acknowledge  themselves 
absolute  paupers,  and,  in  this  capacity,  to  sue  for  the 
boanty  of  their  country.    The  pnme  of  their  life  was 
devoted  to  the  profession  of  arms.    After  serving  the 
time  which   they  engaged,  and  being  honorably  dis- 
charged, houseless  and  homeless,  they  sought  their 
fortunea  in  what  waa  then  the  wilderness  of  Maine, 
or  odier  unaeltled  territories.    The  vigor  of  their  man- 
hood haa  been  spent  in  making  those  sections  in 
wludi  they  fixed  their  residence,  what  they  now  are, 
eoBpentively,  a  fruitftil  field,  and  fitting  them  for  an 
entraaee  into  the  Union  of  the  States.    By  die  dint 
of  indnatiy  and  great  privationa,  they  obtained,  while 
active,  aomewhat  more  than  a  bare  living,  or  daily 
aubsialence  of  plain  food  and  ooarae  garmenta.    But 
in  the  decline  of  lifo,  wlien  bodily  strength  fails  them, 
they  are  unaMe,  by  any  labor  that  they  can  perform, 
to  earn  a  competency.     They  did,  therefore,  as  they 
do  DOW,  consider  themselves  as  coming  within  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  being  in  indigent  and  re- 
duced circumstances,  and  needing  the  bounty  of  their 
country.    Your  memorialbts  are  still  emboldened  to 
hope  that  your  honorable  bodies  will  again  take  their 
present  circumstances  and  former  services  into  your 
candid  eonaideration,  and  so  modify  the  pension  law 
aa  that  they  may  be  entitled  to  iu  proviaions,  and 
have  additional  reasons  to  rejoice  for  themselves  in 
thooe  falaasings  of  liberty,  soveipeigoty,  and  independ- 
oBce,  which  theb  valor,  their  tofls,  and  their  Mood, 
contributed   to  achieve  for  the  enjoyment  of  Iheir 
foliow-cttiieiis,  and  posterity.    Thus,  will  the  dosing 
ecens  of  lifo  be  as  consoling  to  diem,  aa  Ae  opening 
was  useftil  to  their  country.    And,  as  in  duty  bound 
joor  petitionera  will  ever  pray. 

DISBUR8EMBNT  OF  PUBLIC  MONEY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett,  the  House  again 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  for  imposinf  more  rigorous  checks  on  the 
disbursement  oif  palwc  money. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Babsett,  the  bill  was  amend- 
ed fay  adding  to  it  the  folbwing,  as  a  new  section : 

Snc.  4,  Bt  it  further  emadedf  That  no  secnrity 
given  to,  or  obligation  entered  into  with,  the  Oovern- 
ment,  AmU  be  in  any  wise  impaired  by  the  dismissing 


any  ofiicer,  or  from  foiltfre  of  the  PtasideBt  to  dismiss 
any  officer,  coning  under  the  provisions  of  this  act." 

Another  alight  amendment  being  made*- 
The  Committee  rose,  and  reportnl  the  bill ;  and, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett,  who  did  not  msh  to 
pfccipitale  the  hill  through  the  House,  the  consid- 
eration of  the  report  wms  for  the  present  deferred. 

DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  reguiatiiig  the  fees  of  tlie 
roisters  of  wills  in  the  two  counties  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia,  was  aoDouDced  for  its  third 
reading;  when 

Mr.  CoGCB  moved  to  recommit  the  hill  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House.  He  had  found 
he  said,  since  the  short  discussion  of  this  subject 
yesterday,  that  the  good  people  of  this  District 
were  very  much  opposed  to  the  bill,  and  he  wished 
that  an  opportunity  might  lie  given  more  fully  to 
examine  it.  The  bill  proposed  to  estoblish  fees 
which  wcre^  in  his  opinion,  enormous,  such  as 
were  to  he  found  on  the  stotute  boohs  of  none  of 
the  States.  He  believed  the  effect  of  the  law 
would  be,  in  many  instaoeesi  to  str^  the  widow 
and  the  orphan  of  their  whole  estotes.  The  fees, 
he  said,  had  been  for  many  years  what  they  now 
are,  and  he  believed,  though  they  die  sometimes, 
none  of  the  registers  had  ever  resigned  on  account 
of  the  lowness  of  their  fees.  He  iuid  hem  told,  in- 
deed, that  Dr.  Blake,  the  lato  Register,  had  leased 
out  the  office  for  five  hundred  doliars  per  annum, 
and  had  not  the  least  trouble  with  it.  If  so,  he 
said,  he  should  suppose  the  fees  were  high  enoiigh. 

The  biU  was  ordered  to  be  recommitted,  as 
moved  by  hir.  Cocke,  without  a  division. 

LAND'  OFFICES. 

The  engrossed  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  the  regis- 
ters and  receivers  of  public  money  of  the  several 
Land  Offices,"  was  read  a  third  time;  and  the 
question  being  "  Shall  it  pass  ?" 

Mr.  Yange,  of  Ohio,  said  that  this  billproposed 
to  afibrd  compensation  to  the  land  officers  for 
services  performed  under  the  relief  law.  He  did 
not  believe  that  the  additional  compensation  here 
proposed  was  necessary.  They  had  complained, 
indeed,  of  the  arduons  duties  tney  had  to  perform 
under  that  law,  but  he  believed  they  were  ade- 
quately compensated  for  their  services.  It  was  a 
subject  of  common  conversation  in  the  coua^ 
where  the  land  offices  were  sitoated,  that  the  om- 
cers  were  making  iaunense fortunes  by  the  exercise 
of  the  functions  devolved  on  them.  Mr.  Y.  made 
several  observations  to  illustrate  the  sufficiency  of 
the  compensation  at  present  allowed  to  the  land 
officers,  and  concluded  by  saying  that  he  had  been 
in  one  of  the  land  cmeea  for  a  few  minutes, 
whilst  the  business  under  the  relief  law  was  in 
transaction,  and  he  had  seen  the  officers  receiving 
money  faster  than  ever  he  had  before  seen  money 
received,  Where  it  was  to  be  converted  wholly  to 
the  use  of  the  persons  who  received  it 

Mr.  Rankin  stated,  in  behalf  of  the  committee 
which  had  at  the  last  session  reported  this  bill,  that 
it  was  bottomed  on  information  received  from  the 
General  Land  Offioe,  and  on  a  request  from  the 
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Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  some  compeDsation  : 
might  be  provided  for  the  extra  serriees  of  these  ' 
land  officers.  Iq  addition  to  which,  the  com- 
mittee had  a  letter  from  the  Commisstooer  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  describing  the  additional 
duties  assigned  to  the  land  officers  under  the  law 
extending  relief  to  the  debtors  for  pnblic  lands; 
and  also  a  number  of  extracts  of  letters  from  the 
officers  themselves,  saying  that  the  nature  of  the 
business  devolved  on  them  was  such  that  they 
could  not  perform  it  for  the  fees  allowed  by  law, 
but  that,  to  save  the  individuals  concerned,  and  to 
prevent  the  law  from  being  wholly  inoperative, 
the)r  had  progressed  in  the  business,  relying  on  the 
justice  of  the  Government  for  indemnity  for  their 
extra  services. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  R.  the  letters  from  the 
Secretary  oi  the  Treasury  and  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  as  well  as  several  ex- 
tracts of  letters  from  the  registers  and  receivers  of 
the  land  offices  were  read. 

Mr.  Chambers  confirmed,  generally,  what  had 
fallen  from  his  colleague  (Mr.  Vance)  upon  this 
subject.  It  had  been  generally  understood,  he  be- 
lieved, at  the  time  the  relief  law  went  into  opera- 
tion, that  it  would  be  a  profitable  business  to  the 
land  officers ;  and  he  had  understood,  incidental- 
ly, that  the  profits  of  the  office  at  Zanesville  from 
tnat  business  had  amounted  to  $1500.  Wishing 
further  time  to  examine  the  subject  of  this  bill, 
he  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  on  the  taUe — 

Which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

RECEIVERS  OF  PUBLIC  MONEY. 

The  engrossed  bill  "  fixing  the  compensation  of 
receivers  of  public  moneys  for  their  services  in 
transmitting  public  moneys  to  safe  places  of  de- 
p(^te,"  was  read  a  third  time ;  and  the  question 
being  "Shall  this  bill  pass?"  a  debate  arose  on 
the  bill,  which  can  only  be  noticed  briefly. 

Mr.  Tract  objected  to  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
because  he  was  not  convinced  of  its  necessity. 
The  House  had  been  told,  indeed,  that  the  pres- 
ent compensation  for  this  service  was  inadequate. 
That^  Mr.  T.  said,  was  a  matter  of  opinion,  de- 
pending on  each  one's  notion  of  what  was  or  was 
not  adequate.  Before  he  voted  on  the  question, 
he  should  like  to  know  what  were  the  actual 
emoluments  of  these  land  officers.  Almost  every 
day,  he  said,  be  received  letters  from  old  acquaint- 
ances of  his  who  had  migrated  to  the  West,  ear- 
nestly requesting  him  to  procure  them  situations 
in  these  land  offices,  from  which  he  presumed 
these  employments  were  lucrative.  Whenever 
he  found  these  or  any  other  public  officers  re- 
signing their  offices  in  consequence  of  the  inade- 
quacy of  their  compensation,  he  should  become 
alarmed  for  the  consequences,  and  willing  to  in- 
crease their  compensation ;  but,  under  present 
circumstances,  he  did  not  feel  any  disposition  to 
do  so  in  this  case,  dec. 

Mr.  Ross  was  in  favor  of  the  bill.  It  was  well 
known  to  all  who  were  acquainted  with  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Land  Office,  and  with  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  transacted,  that  the  compensation  for 
the  transmission  of  public  moneys  is  wholly  in- 


adequate to  the  risk  and  labor  of  the  dutv,  which 
Mr.  R.  fully  explained.  Some  of  the  land  offi- 
cers have  now  to  travel  two  or  three  hundred 
miles  to  carry  the  public  money  to  the  place  of 
deposite,  at  their  own  risk,  and  without  compensa- 
tion, the  present  compensation  looking  only  to 
the  receiving  and  safe-xeeping  of  the  money,  die 

Mr.  Wood  rose  for  further  information  before 
he  save  his  vote  on  this  bill.  He  said  the  result 
of  me  examination  he  had  made  into  the  emoln- 
ments  of  the  land  officers,  as  far  as  he  had  the 
means  of  examining  them,  was,  that  he  foond 
them  to  be,  in  some  cases,  very  large.  In  the  case 
of  the  Cahawfaa  land  office,  for  example,  he 
found  the  emoluments  must  have  been  something 
like  five  thousand  dollars  in  one  year,  to  which 
this  bill  would  add  four  thousand  more,  making 
something  like  nine  thousand  dollars,  while  at 
other  land  offices,  the  officers  received  compara- 
tively very  little  compensation.  He  suggested 
these  things  for  consideration  only,  that  gentle- 
men might  be  prepared  to  give  the  necessary  in- 
formation on  the  subject  at  another  day. 

Mr.  Barber,  of  Ohio,  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  provisions  of  a  law  which  limits  the  compen- 
sation of  receivers  and  registers  of  land  offices  to 
93,000  per  annum. 

Mr.  Wood  said  he  had  not  before  been  aware 
of  this  provision ;  but  it  did  not  materially  affect 
the  objection  which  he  had  stated  to  the  present 
bill,  as  adding  too  much  to  that  compensation. 

Mr.  Cook  examined,  somewhat  in  detail,  the 
subject  of  this  bill,  which  he  said  appeared  to 
him  to  be  entirely  misunderstood.  The  compen- 
sation proposed  to  be  allowed  for  the  transmission 
of  money  was  to  be  fixed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  was  not  to  exodtd  one  per  cent.  If 
the  necessary  expense  of  transporting  it  should  be 
but  a  quarter  per  cent.,  more  than  that  could  not 
be  allowed.  One  per  cent,  was  the  maximum  oi 
the  allowance  to  be  made  for  this  service.  The 
bill  would  not,  he  said,  put  a  solitary  cent  into 
the  pockets  of  the  land  officers  more  than  tbtr 
now  receive,  and  only  proposed  to  defray  the  ad- 
ditional expense  arising  Irom  the  insolvency  of 
most  of  the  Western  banks^  and  their  ceasing  to 
become  places  of  deposite  tor  the  public  money. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  saw  the 
evil  of  the  present  system,  had  come  forward  and 
recommended  this  measure,  which  Mr.  C.  hoped 
would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Sloane  confirmed  the  statements  which 
had  been  made  of  the  law  and  the  facts  in  fa?or 
of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Rankin  added  further  explanations  on  the 
subject  Notwithstanding  whatever  partial  views 
mi^ht  be  taken  of  the  emoluments  of  the  land 
officers,  yet,  take  one  year  with  another,  he  be- 
lieved the  compensation  now  allowed  to  them  to 
be  whollv  inadequate  to  the  services  rendered. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  had  adverted  to 
the  number  of  persons  who  seek  for  those  offices, 
as  constituting  an  argument  in  favor  of  their  la- 
crativeness.  Mr.  R.  said  he  too  had  some  expe- 
rience of  the  nature  of  that  stated  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York ;  but  he  asked  that  gentle- 
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man  if  he  had  ever  heard  of  aay  pablic  office  that 
was  Dot  sought  after.  It  was  wholly  immaterial 
what  were  the  emoluments  of  any  pablic  office, 
applicants  enoagh  would  be  found  for  it.  The 
effect  of  lowering  the  salaries  annexed  to  pablic 
employment  was  not  to  diminish  the  number  of 
applicants  for  them,  bat  to  get  incompetent  men 
to  fill  them.  This,  Mr.  R.  said,  was  false  econ- 
omy. He  protested  against  it,  as  injurious  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  country.  Immediately  after 
the  war,  distraction  seemed  to  have  seized  on  all 
classes  of  the  people  in  their  rage  for  speculation 
iD  the  public  lands,  as  in  every  thing  else.  The 
qoantity  of  land  sold  at  some  of  the  land  offices 
was  immense ;  in  consequence  of  which  Con- 
gress thought  proper  to  diminish  the  per  centage 
on  the  sales  or  public  lands  which  had  been  al- 
lowed to  the  registers  and  receivers.  But,  since 
that  time,  things  had  retired  to  their  natural  chan- 
nel, and  the  compensations  of  these  officers  had 
become  decidedly  inadequate  to  their  duties. 

Mr.  Babber,  of  Ohio,  stated  the  fact  as  to  the 
land  office  in  the  district  in  which  he  resided. 
The  money  received  had  to  be  transported  quar- 
terly, often  in  specie,  and  on  horseback,  one  hun- 
dred miles  to  the  place  of  deposite ;  and,  including 
the  necessary  expense  of  travelling,  ^.,  the  one 
per  cent,  proposed  to  be  allowed  would  hardly  pay 
the  cost  of  transportation. 

Mr.  Sterling,  of  New  York,  was  not  ready,  he 
said,  to  vote  on  this  bill.  By  a  report  which  was 
made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  he  had  been 
perfectly  satisfied  that  the  expenses  of  the  land 
offices  were  greater  than  necessary,  and  that  the 
officers  themselves  were  already  abundantly  re- 
warded for  their  services.  At  the  Cahawba  land 
officcL  he  found  the  register  and  receiver  charging, 
together,  f^,000  for  clerk  hire  alone,  which  wascon- 
sidered  an  incidental  expense.  High  charges  were 
also  made  for  rent,  dbc.,  making  the  whole  amount 
of  *<  incidental  expenses"  at  Cahawba  for  the  year 
1820,  and  the  three  first  quarters  of  the  year  1821, 
to  be  more  than  $8,000.  It  struck  him  there  was 
something  wrong  in  this — that  the  expenditures 
were  larger  than  they  ought  to  be ;  and,  until  he 
was  satisfied  on  that  point,  he  could  not  give  his 
vote  for  the  bill.  He  moved  therefore,  for  the 
present,  that  the  bill  lie  on  the  table. 

On  the  vote,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  as  moved. 

PORTO  RICO  EXPEDITION. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  following  resolution,  yesterday  submitted  by 
Mr.  CoLOEN : 

Baohedj  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  such  informa- 
tion as  he  may  possess,  with  regard  to  any  hostile  ex- 
pedition which  may  have  been  prepared  in  the  United 
Stites,  and  sailed  from  thence,  within  the  present 
year,  against  the  territoiy  or  dependency  of  any 
Power  in  amity  with  the  United  States,  and  to  in- 
form this  Honse  whether  any  measures  have  been 
taken  to  bring  to  condign  punishment  persons  who 
may  have  been  concerned  in  such  expedition,  con- 
trary to  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 


Mr.  Little  moved  to  strike  out  all  that  part  of 
the  resolution  which  follows  the  word  "  States," 
in  the  7th  line,  and  in  liey  thereof  insert  the  fol- 
lowing : 

'*  And  inform  this  House  what  amendments  to  the 
existing  laws  are  necessary  to  punish  persons  who 
may  have  been  concerned  in  any  such  expedition." 

Mr.  CoLOEN  said  he  had  no  objection  to  this 
amendment,  as  he  understood  it,  though  for  his 
own  part  he  believed  that  the  existing  laws  were 
competent  to  the  purpose  of  punishing  this  offence 
against  the  public  peace.  It  was  punishable,  by 
law,  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding  three  years, 
and  also  by  fine.  It  appeared  proper,  Mr.  C.  said, 
that  he  should  ask  the  attention  oi  the  House  for 
a  few  minutes,  whilst  he  explained  the  considera- 
tions which  had  induced  him  to  propose  this  reso- 
lution. It  was  well  understood,  he  presumed,  that 
it  had*reference  to  an  expedition,  said  to  have 
been  fitted  out  from  our  ports  a^inst  the  de- 
pendency of  a  country  with  which  we  are  in 
amity — he  meant  the  expedition  against  the  Island 
of  Porto  Rico.  Although  we  have  no  further  in- 
formation on  the  subiect  than  what  is  derived 
from  the  newspapers,  he  believed  the  information 
was  of  that  sort  to  justify  the  proposition  now  on 
the  table.  In  regard  to  this  subject,  Mr.  C.  said 
there  had  been  various  reports.  It  had  been  stated 
that  a  considerable  hostile  expedition  had  been 
fitted  out  from  our  shores — partly,  it  was  said, 
from  the  port  of  Philadelphia ;  in  part  from  the 
port  of  Baltimore,  and  in  part  from  New  York. 
The  accounts  of  it  were  contradictory,  but  all 
agreed  in  this :  that  such  an  expedition  had  de- 
parted from  this  country.  It  appeared  to  him 
there  were  some  considerations  connected  with 
this  expedition,  which  deserved  the  consideration 
of  the  House.  It  must  be  recollected  by  all,  that, 
not^ong  since,  the  United  States  had  taken  pos- 
session of  one  of  the  dependencies  of  this  very 
power,  viz.,  Amelia  Island.  Our  justification  for 
doing  so,  was,  that  it  was  a  harbor  for  pirates,  or 
a  place  where  expeditions  were  fitted  out  without 
the  interference  of  the  Grovernment  of  Spain  to 

Ere  vent  it.  It  was  not  long  since,  moreover,  we 
ad  made  applications  to  Spain  and  to  her  colo- 
nial government  of  Cuba,  remonstrating  to  that 
Power,  that  she  had  not  done  her  duty  to  us  and 
to  the  world,  inasmuch  as  she  has  not  restrained 
the  enterprises  of  individuals  from  her  ports ;  and 
it  was  a  remarkable  circumstance,  that  at  the 
very  time  this  expedition  was  fitted  out  to  wrest 
from  the  mother  country  this  dependency  of  Porto 
Rico,  we  had  a  negotiator  there  remonstrating 
with  the  Governor  oi  that  dependency  in  strong 
terms,  but  with  a  courtesv  and  propriety  of  man- 
ner which  did  honor  to  the  naval  character  (Cap- 
tain S pence)  who  conducted  the  negotiation, 
against  the  unlawful  expeditions  fitted  from  that 
port  to  cruise  on  the  high  seas.  Another  singu* 
tar  circumstance,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  worth  notice  : 
that  one  of  the  persons  at  the  head  of  this  hostile 
expedition,  he  who  signed  his  name  as  Secretary 
of  State,  was  a  gentleman  who,  not  very  long 
ago,  was  diplomatic  agent  of  this  Gbvernment  to 
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the  territories  of  that  Government  to  which  Porto 
Rico  was  a  d^ndencjr.  Mr.  C.  said  it  was  not 
his  intention,  oy  this  resolution,  to  cast  censure 
on  any  one.  We  do  know,  said  he,  that  expedi- 
tions may  be  fitted  out  from  our  ports  without 
our  Grovernment  having  knowledge  of  the  fact,  or 
the  means  of  preventing  it.  It  was  quite  probable 
the  President  misht  answer,  to  this  resolution, 
that  he  had  no  information  on  the  subject ;  or,  if 
he  did  not,  he  might  tell  the  House  that  he  has 
directed  the  proper  officers  to  investigate  the  trans- 
action in  question.  In  either  case,  Mr.  C.  said, 
he  should  be  satisfied.  His  great  object  was  to 
ahow  to  other  nations  that,  while  we  demand 
justice  from  them,  we  ar«  not  indifferent  to  the 
conduct  of  our  own  citizens. 

Mr.  C.  on  further  reflection,  and  consulting 
members  near  him,  declined  assenting  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Little  ;  and  the 
question  being  on  agreeing  to  that  amenament — 

Mr.  CoNDicT  objected  to  it  as  contemplating 
an  alteration  in  the  laws  for  the  punishment  of 
offences  already  committed,  thus  giving  to  them 
an  tx  post  facto  operation. 

Mr.  Hill  had  another  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment. It  was  the  first  time,  he  said,  he  had  ever 
heard  it  proposed  to  apply  to  the  President  for  his 
opinion  what  laws  Cfongress  ought  to  pass  upon 
any  subiect. 

Mr.  Tracy  objected  to  the  amendment  on  the 
grounds  taken  by  the  two  gentlemen  who  preced- 
ed him,  and  enlarged  upon  them. 

Mr.  Little  said  his  reason;  for  proposing  a;^ 
amendment  to  this  resolution  was,  that  he  felt  so 
disnoftition  to  ^ive  his  assent  to  a  resolution  which 
ealled  in  question  the  conduct  of  the  Executive 
of  the  country  in  relation  to  an  alleged  violation 
of  existing  laws.  He  did  not  feel  himself  justified 
in  voting  for  a  declaration,  in  effect,  that  the  pro- 
per authorities  have  refused  or  neglected  io  exe- 
cute the  laws  of  the  Union.  His  amendment  was 
drawn  up  in  haste,  on  the  suggestion  of  the  mo- 
ment, and  certainly  not  with  the  most  distant  idea 
of  passing  txpoti  facto  laws.  His  object  was,  to 
devise  laws  to  punish  offences  of  this  description 
tbat  may  be  hereafter  committed,  if  such  hiws  do 
not  now  exist.  If  the  gentleman  would  consent 
to  strike  out  the  latter  clause,  Mr.  L.  said  he  would 
waive  his  proposed  amendment,  leaving  the  ques- 
tion of  law  to  be  examined  by  the  proper  commit- 
tees of  this  House. 

Mr.  L.  then  withdrew  his  amendment  and 
moved  to  strike  out  the  latter  clause  of  the  re- 
solve, without  proposing  to  substitute  any  thing 
for  it 

Mr.  Cocrs  said  he  hoped  the  House  would  not 
agree  to  strike  out  the  latter  clause  of  the  resolu- 
tion. It  only  proposed  to  inquire  of  the  President 
whether  any  measures  had  been  taken  by  the  Gov- 
ernment to  bring  to  punishment  the  persons,  if 
any,  who  have  l^n  concerned  in  fitting  out  an 
expedition  from  our  ports.  If  the  President  has 
been  apprized  of  prosecutions  having  been  set  on 
foot  affainst  those  persons,  it  will  be  necessary  for 
this  House  to  proceed  further.    But,  suppose  it 


should  aol  be  so,  and  the  President  ahouM  tell  the 
House  he  had  received  no  information  to  justify  a 
prooecution  \  the  subject  would  then  be  fairly  be- 
fore the  House,  and  it  would  take  such  measofcs 
to  punish  those  who  shall  be  guilty  of  riolations 
of  public  peace  as  it  should  deem  ncccaiary.  For 
his  part,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  qpuid  not  perceive  in  this 
resolotion  any  imputations  against  any  body.  All 
that  was  asked  for  was  information.  There  was 
no  imputation  whatever  against  the  President  in 
the  clause  proposed  to  be  stricken  oat ;  and  he 
hoped  the  House  would  retain  it  and  get  all  the 
information  on  the  subject  which  the  resolotimt 
calls  for. 

Mr.  Wriobt  did  not  approve  of  the  idea  of 
calling  on  the  President  to  know  what  laws  were 
to  be  passed,  or  what  prosecutions  had  been  insti- 
tuted, in  regard  to  this  or  any  other  mutter.  The 
proper  course,  he  thought,  would  be,  to  refer  these 
inquiries  to  the  Judiciary  Committee^  It  was  the 
duty  of  this  House  to  know  what  the  laws  of  the 
country  are,  and  not  to  go  to  the  Presid«it  for  in- 
formation  on  that  head.  Besides,  to  refer  an  in- 
quiry of  chis  sort  to  the  Executive  would  be  to 
blend  and  confound  its  duties  with  those  of  the  Ju- 
diciary. Mr.  W.  protested  against  the  idea  of 
passing  laws  to  punish  those  who  have  comasitted 
crimes  not  heretofore  provided  for.  Every  beart 
must  revolt,  he  said,  against  a  propositioa  of  thai 
sort.    Even  the  Supreme  Being  would  not  inflict 

Kunishment  for  the  disobedience  of  his  laws,  if  he 
ad  not  previously  communicated  it.  No  lawr  can 
be  violated  which  has  not  pre-existed  and  been  di- 
vulged. With  regard  to  the  description  of  ofieoees 
aaamst  the  laws  of  nations  embraced  in  this  res- 
olution, Mr.  W.  said  we  had  ^one  farther  in  our 
provisions  to  prevent  and  punish  them  than  any 
other  nation  in  the  world.  We  feel  as  much  in- 
dignation at  them  as  any  other  people  on  earth, 
and  we  have  gone  as  far  to  show  it.  The  jwe- 
sumption,  Mr.  W.  said,  was  that  the  Elxecatire 
had  done  his  duty  in  this  matter ;  and  the  House 
could  find  employment  enous^  in  the  discharge 
of  its  own  duty,  without  camng  on  the  Execu- 
tive to  ask  him  whether  he  has  done  his  datv.  T  he 
presumption  was,  that  the  Executive  had  done  iu 
dot}[,  and  the  House  had  no  right,  without  infor- 
mation to  that  effect,  to  suppose  otherwise. 

Mr.  Rhea  thojBgnt  that  this  resolution  ^rent 
upon  a  strange  principle.  It  presumed  in  the  first 
place  that  a  certain  fact  had  occurred ;  it  then  pre- 
sumed that  the  President  knew  of  that  fact ;  and 
it  further  presumed  that  measures  had  not  been 
adopted  to  punish  the  persons  guilty  of  the  pre^ 
sumed  ofience.  If  the  Executive  was  to  be  cnued 
upon  by  resolutions  of  this  sort,  bottomed  upon 
hypothesis  and  uncertaintv,  the  House  would  be 
involved  in  an  endless  laoyrinth  of  difficulties. 
Mr.  R.  said  he  conceived  it  to  be  incunxbent  on 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  to  show  to  the 
House  what  knowledge  he  himself  has  of  the  lacu 
presumed.  There  ought  to  be  some  evidence  for 
the  House  to  go  upon.  This  House  cannot  know 
that  the  President  has  any  information  of  such  aii« 
expedition  being  carried  on.  Mr.  R.  concluded] 
by  repeating  his  call  on  Mr.  Colobn  to  gire  tol 
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the  Home  the  penonal  knowledge  whieh  he  pos- 
sessed OD  ihis  subject 

Mr.  LiTTLK  added  a  few  words  in  favor  of  his 
motioD  to  strike  o«t  the  latter  daose  of  the  reso- 
latioD ;  wtioi  the  qnestioa  was  takea  on  his  mo- 
tjos,  tod  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  titen  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  rewlotion  in  its  original  shape^  and  decided 
in  the  affitmatire,  by  a  large  majority. 


Friday,  December  13. 

Mr.  Batlt,  from  Maryland,  appeared  and  took 
hissest 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Tennessee,  presented  a  petition 
of  James  Royal,  of  that  State,  as  also,  ofsaadry 
inhabitants  of  tne  said  State,  on  his  behalf;  set- 
tifi^  forth  that  the  said  Royal  lost  both  his  eyes 
ly  the  esaioeion  of  a  cannon,  which  he  was  a»- 
ststing  in  firing  on  an  oceasion  of  poblie  rejoicing, 
and  praying  mat  a  pension  may  be  granted  him ; 
whieh  petition  was  referred  to  a  select  committee; 
and  Messrs.  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Reio  of  Geor- 
gia, and  Ball,  were  appointed  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  repeal  the  third  section 
of  the  act,  entitled  '<An  act  supplementary  to  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  concerning  navigation." 
(This  bin  provides,  "  That  the  ttird  section  of 
the  act,  entitled  'An  act  supplementary  to  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  concerning  navigation,'^  passed 
15th  of  May,  1620,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
repealed] 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
groased,  and  read  a  third  time  to-dsiy;  and  was 
tahgequently  raid  a  third  time^  and  passed. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Conunittee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  recommitted 
the  hill  supplementary  to,  and  to  amend,  an  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  relate  the  collection  of  da- 
ties  on  iayports  and  tonnage,"  passed  2d  of  March, 
1799,  and  to  repeal  an  act  supplementary  thereto, 
passed  20th  of  April,  1618,  and  for  other  purposes, 
reported  a  new  bill  of  the  same  title,  wnicn  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiiiirs,  to  which  was  referred  the  Message  from 
the  Prendent  upon  the  subject  of  piracy,  reported 
a  biU  anfhoriziii^  an  additional  naval  force  lor  the 
suppression  of  piracy ;  whieh  bill  was  read  twice, 
and  coannitled  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
HoQse  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HsHPHiLL,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which  re- 
lates to  the  Cambetland  Road,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  preservation  and  repair  of  the  Cumberland 
Road ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  HfiHraiLL,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  makin|[  appropriations  for  the 
Gomberland  Road;  wluch  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  ' 

Mr.  Scott  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, viz : 


Raahed^  That  the  BsoietBiy  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  transmit  to  this  House  ail  the  books  sod 
repofts  of  tbe  ssTersl  Boards  of  Commiasioners,  ond 
of  the  Becorder  of  Land  Titles,  in  relatioii  to  the  ad- 
justment of  land  claims  derived  from  tbe  French  and 
Spanish  authorities  situated  in  the  now  State  of  Mis- 
souri and  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tattnall,  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  tastroot- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  modifving 
the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Confir^ss,  establisning 
tbe  post  route  from  ^'Pensaooui  to  St.  Marks, 
thence  to  Vollusia  Dexter's  on  the  St  Johns  river, 
thence,  down  tbe  river,  to  Picolata,  and  thence  to 
St.  Augustine,"  as  to  submit  the  selection  of  the 
most  practicable  and  convenient  route  between 
Pensacola  and  St.  Augustine,  to  the  discretion  of 
the  Postmaster  General. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tomlinson,  tbe  Committee 
of  Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  the  act  passed  April  26th, 
1816,  by  which  was  allowed  an  additional  com- 
pensation of  fifty  per  cent,  to  tbe  compensation  of 
certain  officers  of  the  customs,  therein  named. 

Mr.  Jenninos  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, viz : 

Rmohtdi  That  tbe  committee  appointed  on  the  10th 
instant  on  the  two  per  cent,  fbnd  of  Indiana^  Dllnois, 
and  Missouri,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  etpedi- 
eney  of  authorising,  by  law,  the  emission  of  Treasury 
notes,  to  the  nominal  amount  of -^—  dollars,  for  the 
purpose  of  extendinf  the  Westeni  National  Road,  and 
whieh  notes  to  be  received  only  in  payoMnt  of  public 
lands  to  be  sold  by  the  United  States. 

Mr.  J.  made  a  few  remarks  in  support  of  his 
proposition,  the  purport  of  which  was,  that,  as 
one  of  the  objections  of  going  on  with  the  Na- 
tional Road  was  the  state  of  tM  Treasury,  it  was 
worth  inquiry  whether  a  mode  of  prosecuting  it 
could  not  be  devised,  which  would  take  nothtsg 
from  the  Treasury,  but  be  beneficial  to  the  poblie 
iotercnt.  As  the  resolution  proposed  inquiry  mere- 
ly, he  did  not  conceive  further  remark  upon  it 
necessary. 

Without  further  debate,  the  question  was  taken 
on  agreeing  to  the  resolution,  and  decided  in  the 
negative  by  a  large  majority.  So  the  motion  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  Chambbrb  submitted  for  consideration  the 
foUowing  resolution : 

Buohtiy  That  the  Ckmimittes  on  Public  Lands  be 
inatraefeed  to  inquire  into  the  expedieney  of  extending 
the  time  allowed  ^  law  for  issmng  and  locating  Mili» 
tary  Land  Warrants,  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Rsnrolationary  Army,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Rankin  suggested  that  the  subject  of  the 
resolution  had  been  already  referred,  he  believed, 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Chambbrs  said  the  subject  which  had  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  was 
that  of  Virginia  Military  Warrants,  and  not  that 
which  this  resolution  embraced. 

Tlie  resolution  was  agreed  to. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Hill,  the  Message  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  communicated  at 
the  last  session  to  this  House,  resnecting  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  Indian  title  to  lands,  the  right 
of  soil  in  which  is  claimed  by  individual  States, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  repeal  the 
third  section  of  the  act,  entitled  An  act  supple- 
mentarjf  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  concerning 
narigation,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

SUPPRESSION  OF  PIRACY. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
took  up  the  following  bill,  being  that  reported  this 
day  by  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs. 

An  Act  sathorizing  an  additional  naval  force  for  the 

sappression  of  piracy. 

Sac.  I.  BeU  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Rqiresentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled.  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  purchase  or 
construct  a  sufScient  number  of  vessels,  in  addition  to 
those  now  employed,  of  such  harden  and  construction 
as  he  may  deem  necessary,  and  to  fit,  eqnip,  and  man 
the  same  for  immediate  service,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
pressing piracy,  and  of  affording  efiectual  protection 
to  the  citisens  and  commerce  of  the  United  States  in 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  aeas  and  territories  ad- 
jacent. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sum 
of dollars  be  appropriated  to  meet  the  expendi- 
ture to  be  incurred  as  aforesaid,  and  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Mr.  Fuller  presented  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  embracing  the  details  of  force 
necessary  to  be  provided,  and  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  thereof,  which  was  read.  .  In  conformity  to 
the  suggestions  contained  in  that  document,  and 
to  the  opinion  of  the  Naval  Committee,  Mr.  £". 
moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  bill  with  the  sum  of 
9160,000 — declining  to  urge  any  arguments  in 
support  of  the  measure  itself,  as  not  considering 
them  necessary. 

The  motion  to  fill  the  blank  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Flotd,  of  Virginia,  then  rose,  and  moved 
to  strike  out  of  the  bill  the  words  "  purchase  or," 
so  as  to  require  the  vessels  therein  mentioned  to 
be  built,  and  not  purchased.  If  we  are  to  embark 
in  schemes  for  spending  the  three  or  four  millions 
in  the  Treasury,  Mr.  F.  said  he  should  prefer  that 
the  objects  of  the  expenditure  should  be  such  as 
were  worthyr  of  it.  He  was  opposed  to  making 
this  appropriation  for  purchasing  the  refuse  com- 
modities of  unprofitable  traders — ^those  schoonos 
and  steamboats,  referred  to  in  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  iust  read.  The  mania  for  steamboats 
prevailea  for  a  while,  but  the  paper  mania  had 
ruined  that,  and  there  were  abundance  of  steam- 
boats now  to  sell.  If  any  vessels  were  to  be  pro- 
cured, he  wished  they  might  be  such  as  should  be 
permanently  useful,  and  not  such  as,  according  to 
the  suggestion  in  the  Secretary's  letter,  might  be 
sold  after  the  cut-throats  of  Matanzas  were  dis- 
posed of.  Mr.  F.  assigned  some  grounds  on  which 


he  placed  little  faith  in  estimates  of  the  descrip- 
tion now  presented  to  the  House.    We  hare  had 
an  estimate  of  a  building  for  a  naval  seminary,  to 
cost  ten  thousand  dollars,  which  is  to  be  as  large 
as  one  of  the  public  offices,  which  cost  the  Unitd 
States  a  hundred  thousand  doUatn.    Further,  said 
he,  we  authorized  at  a  former  session  an  expeDdi- 
ture  of  ninety  thousand  dollars,  under  an  act  for 
the  suppression  of  the  slare  trade.    It  was  dis- 
tinctly understood  in  that  committee  that  the  ob- 
ject of  this  appropriation  was  that  the  vessek  of 
the  United  States  should  be  employed  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,  and  that  the  necessary  ezpenditon 
caused  by  this  employment  should  be  defrayed  i 
out  of  this  fund.     And  yet  the  chairman  of  tbe  ' 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  at  the  followiog 
session,  wondered  at  the  oversight  of  Coagress  u 
not  having  appropriated  moaev  for  this  very  pQ^ 
pose,  and  the  Executive  ^veiy  recommeodol  \s 
them  to  make  an  appropriation  for  it.    Perhaps, 
after  these  vessels  were  done  with  that  are  now  to 
be  procured,  they  might  be  sold,  for  their  bariiig 
seen  service,  at  an  advantage,  and  put  moDerioto  . 
the  Treasury !    He  wished  it  might  be  so;  tor  he 
said  he  was  radioaUy  fond  of  money,  and  wished  ; 
to  keep  these  three  millions  in  the  Treasury  for  i 
this  year,  and  for  the  next  year,  and  for  the  nextf  \ 
and  perhaps  we  might  redeem  pur  credit  by  the ' 
year  1825.    He  was  not  disposed  to  refuse  aoy  * 
measure  which  might  be  necessary  to  put  dowi 
the  pirates.    They  ought  to  be  destroyed,  and  he 
hoped  they  would.    Sut,  he  said,  we  ought  to 
buud  for  ourselves,  and  not  provide  the  reqoisiie 
force  by  buying  old  steamboats  and  unservioesbie 
schooners. 

Mr.  Fuller  said,  if  the  question  was  beiweei 
purchasing  and  building  vessels,  and  the  one  cooid 
be  done  in  any  thing  like  the  same  time  as  the 
other,  he  should  agree  with  the  gentleman  id  pre- 
ferring the  construction  to  the  purchase  of  them. 
Vessels  constructed  for  the  purpose  might,  how- 
ever, be  as  indifferent  as  any  that  could  he  pur- 
chased ;  and  it  was  quite  likely  to  be  the  case  if 
they  should  be  constructed  in  haste.  If  the  gah 
tleman  meant  to  give  six  or  ei^ht  or  ten  monthr 
time  to  their  construction,  and  m  the  mean  tune 
let  the  pirates  have  their  way,  (and  such  must  be 
the  consequence  of  the  success  of  this  motioo.) 
Mr.  F.  was  wholly  averse  to  it.  If  the  vessels 
were  to  be  built  suddenly,  of  green  timber,  they 
would  be  worse  than  any  that  were  likely  \o  he 
purchased.  The  service  for  which  thev  were  ia- 
tended  would  be  a  short  one ;  and,  if  the  vessek 
escaped  out  of  it,  they  would  be  so  little  detericM^ 
ated  as  to  sell  for  nearly  or  quite  as  much  as  they 
will  have  cost ;  and  it  might  be  an  argumeot  is 
favor  of  this  plan,  at  least  with  the  gentlemen 
who  are  very  tbnd  of  economy,  that  no  great  loss 
would  be  sustained  by  the  employment  of  this  ad- 
ditional force.  Mr.  F.  did  not  believe  with  Mr. 
Floyo  in  the  existence^  now  or  heretofore,  of  a 
steamboat  mania.  They  were  almost  the  only 
objects  presenting  an  opportunity  for  the  exercise 
of  the  spirit  of  speculation,  on  which  there  had 
not  been  a  mania.  He  was  convinced  that,  oft 
this  subject,  not  only  this  House,  but  the  whc^ 
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Atio&,wu  in  poaseasion  of  \ta  sober  senses,  and 
bat  a  baieficJal  use  would  be  made  of  the  agency 
if  stfiD  voder  this  bill,  which,  however,  would 
le  pusd  to  little  puipose,  if,  before  pursuing  the 
dnif^  time  were  taJcen  to  build  vessels  for  the 
nrpcst. 

Mr.  Cocke,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  was  sorry 
bit  tsr  altercition  should  have  taken  place  be- 
iran  uie  gentlemen  from  Virginia  ana  Massa- 
hosctts,  on  the  subject  of  building  or  purchasing 
teamboiis.  Recollect,  ^Md  Mr.  C.,  that  we  have 
hree  stamboats  on  theWhio,  which  can  easily 
RUkffi  down  to  New  Orleans,  and  thence  into 
he  Golf  of  Mexico.  These  boats  had  been  pur- 
Ittsd  for  the  use  of  the  Government  some  years 

raad  be  preMimed  were  yet  in  its  possession, 
vis  surprised  to  have  heard  an  application 
Bade  (0  the  House  to  appropriate  money  for  steam- 
MCi. premming  that  the  gentlemen  would  have 
Koliected  those  steamboats,  which,  Mr.  C.  said, 
m  not  DOW  engaged  in  service. 
Mr.  ToMUHBON,  of  Coimecticut,  said,  he  was 
ffosed  to  the  amendment  He  was  certainly 
Wf  veil  pleased  that  we  have  three  millions  in 
k  Tiasary^  and  he  would  go  with  the  gentle- 
nn  from  Virginia  in  all  reasonable  measures  to 
Rserre  ind  increase  that  sum.  But  the  object  of 
^oetgire  now  proposed  was  not  only  to  protect 
ieliroof  those  who  are  employed  in  the  public 
nice,  bot  also  to  protect  commerce ;  that  com- 
KKe  which  has  given  to  us  this  surplus  of  three 
tttiiou  of  dollars.  And,  he  asked^  would  gentle- 
tfo  withdraw  protection  from  this  great  source 
foarrerenue?  Would  they  delay  the  prepara- 
oacf  this  expedition,  when,  by  doiug  so,  they 
Mid  sacrifice  one  of  the  most  important  inter- 
A  of  the  country?  If  these  venels  were  to  be 
■stnicted,  instead  of  purchased,  every  gentle^ 
aa  aqoainted  with  the  subject  knew  that  it 
^  require  a  considerable  time  to  carry  the  bill 
uoe&cL  Daring  the  Winter  our  commerce  is 
^  inoit  exposed  to  the  depredations  which  this 
lu  is  iaieoded  to  repress.  It  was  in  the  comiug 
^ths  of  February  and  March  that  our  com- 
Krce  would  suffer  most  from  these  piracies,  be- 
*^  it  vas  in  those  months  that  it  was  most 
tteosTtly  carried  on.  It  Was  necessary  that  the 
ittii  Tmeis  to  be  purchased  should  be  fast  sail- 
^>*Bd  Tcssels  of  this  sort  could  be  more  readily 
^ht  than  hnUt,  Unless  the  object  was  to  pre- 
at  the  tdoption  of  sufficient  measures  to  put 
^athe  pirates,  this  amendment  ought  not  to  be 

^r*  3hitb«  of  Maryland,  said,  he  did  not  un- 
^f^ttd  his  IkoDorable  friend  from  Virginia,  as 
PP^g  the  measures  necessary  to  put  an  end  to 
^h  hat  as  suegesting  that  it  would  be  better 
>^i|d  the  Tesse^B  than  to  purchase  them.  Mr. 
•  Deliered  that  the  power  of  purchasing  these 
^«:s  oQght  to  be  given  to  the  Executive.  He 
^ue^cd  that  vessels  could  be  bought  for  this  ser- 
»e  is  fit  for  it  as  if  built  for  the  purpose — such 
^  u  were  constantly  building  within  the 
^■««peakc  Bay— «uch  as  are  captured  by  the 
!^^  themselves  and  converted  to  their  use. 
^^  vete  no  vessels  of  their  class  superior  to 


this  description  of  vessels  which  are  built  for  sale 
on  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake.  The  object  of 
the  bill,  he  thotight,  would  be  better  answered  by 
leaving  to  the  Kxecutive  the  right  of  purchasing 
these  vessels,  and  he  hoped  that,  by  an  exertion  of 
this  right,  such  a  force  would  speedily  be  organ- 
ized as  completely  to  suppress  piracies* 

Mr.  FLOYn  repeated  that  he  was  not  in  the 
least  opposed  to  taking  measures  for  the  jsuppres- 
sion  T»l  piracy,  but  only  to  the  mode  in  which  the 
Executive  Department  of  the  Grovemment  pro- 
loosed  to  make  that  suppression.  He  had  no  no- 
tion, he  said,  of  purchasing  steamboats  to  catch 
pirates.  He  adverted  to  the  premium  given  dur- 
ing the  late  war  with  Great  Britain  for  catching 
Englishmen,  and  the  speculations  on  this  pre- 
mium, drawing  therefrom  an  inference  which  the 
reporter  heard  too  indistinctly  to  sketch. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  Yorx,  said  that  the  tra- 
gedy so  recently  acted  in  the  West  Indies  fur- 
nished to  his  mind  a  conclusive  argument  against 
the  amendment  proposed  bv  (he  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  He  assented  to  tne  general  proposition 
that  it  is  better  to  build  than  to  purchase  vessels 
of  war  of  every  class.  The  experience  and  pro^ 
fessional  skill  of  those  distinguished  officers  who 
fill  the  place  of  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Board 
with  so  much  honor  to  themselves  and  advantage 
to  the  nation,  were  appreciated  by  none  more 
highly  than  bf  him.  On  all  occasions  when  im- 
perious necessity  did  not  forbid,  he  should  advo- 
cate the  propriety  of  having  our  national  vessels 
constructed  under  their  superintendence.  But,  in' 
our  present  exigency,  said  Mr.  Taylor,  we  can- 
not wait  the  slow  process  of  construction.  We 
have  no  time  to  lose.  Piracies  are  multiplied  to 
an  alarming  degree.  It  is  to  the  disgrace  of  civ- 
ilized nations  that  they  have  been  perpefrated  so 
long,  so  wantonly,  and  under  the  eye  of  consti- 
tuted authorities.  Public  feeling  at  length  is 
aroused.  But  it  required  an  invaluable  sacrifice 
to  effect  it.  The  shade  of  the  brave  departed 
Allen  invokes  immediate  protection  for  our  de^ 
fenceless  seamen.  This  youthful  hero  is  laid  in 
his  grave,  distant,  far  distant  from  his  native  land, 
and  from  the  protecting  roof  which  filial  piety  haa 
afforded  to  his  now  disconsolate  friends.  He  was 
slain  by  ignoble  hands,  but  he  fell  in  a  glorious 
cause.  Humanity  weeps  over  the  tomb  of  her 
champion,  and  demands  of  his  murderers  an  aw- 
ful retribution.  He  poured  out  his  life  in  conflict 
against  the  foe  of  Gk>d  and  man,  and  the  voic^  of 
wd  and  man  cry  for  speedy  vengeance.  Let  us, 
in  justice  to  public  feeling,  which,  in  every  por- 
tion of  our  country  is  deep  and  indignant  against 
the  inhuman,  the  unrelenting  cruelties  of  the 
pirates  in  the  West  Indies,  promptly  organize  a 
force  adequate  to  their  total  extermination.  Tem- 
porizing measures  would  enhance  the  evil ;  they 
would  invite  to  the  perpetration  of  new  atrocities, 
while  another — another — and  yet  another  brave 
seaman  would  be  laid  by  the  siae  of  the  lamented 
Allen.  Mr.  T.,  in  conclusion,  expressed  a  hope 
that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  would  consent 
to  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Floyo  again  repeated,  that  he  was  not 
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willing  to  throw  any  impedimeBt  in  tlie  way  of 
the  dutstiflement  of  the  pi  races.  Alien,  it  was 
tnie,  had  been  slain  bv  the  piraten.  That  he  was 
a  meritorious  officer,  Mr.  F.  did  beliere;  and  he 
did  not  believe  that,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
oar  Navy  affords  any  other  than  meritorioBS  offi- 
cers. And  if  the  nation  and  Government  were 
always  as  mindfal  of  that  as  gentlemen  seemed 
to  be  on  the  present  occasion,  we  should  not  have 
to  witness  the  spectacle  of  brave  officers  applying 
at  tbis  time  in  vain  for  justice  at  their  kands. 
The  eallant  Commodore  barron  would  not  now 
be  re&ed  the  opportunity  of  active  service,  nor 
s^uid  we  bwtow  our  eulosies  on  th^dead  while 
we  stab  the  reputation  of  the  living  man.  Was 
it  a  privilege  of  the  dead .  that  justice,  or  more 
than  justice  should  be  done  them,  while  the  liv- 
ing are  left  to  weep  over  the  injustice  of  their 
country  ?  Mr.  F.  said  he  was  disposed  to  cherish 
tbe  Navy,  and  even  the  Army,  wretchedly  man- 
aged as  it  had  been.  No  man  was  more  disposed 
than  he  to  do  justice  to  the  Navy,  or  to  punish 
piracy.  The  only  objection  he  had  made  was  to 
the  mode  of  doing  it ;  and,  lest  his  motion  for 
amendment  might  be,  by  the  most  censorious,  con- 
sidered as  an  indication  of  opposition  to  the  de- 
atmction  of  the  pirates,  he  withdrew  it. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  general  principle 
of  the  bill — 

Mr.  B08TI8  said  he  was  well  aware  that  it  was 
desirable  that  this  bill  should  pass  without  any 
improper  delay ;  but  it  was  more  desirable  that  no 
bill  should  pass  this  House  without  the  deliberate 
consideration  due  to  it.  He  did  not  know  that 
the  doubt  in  his  mind,  as  to  an  expression  in  that 
bill,  was  well  founded,  but  it  was  of  such  a  nature 
as  to  make  it  necessarjr  for  him  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  *the  House  to  it.  He  alluded  to  the  ex- 
pression in  the  bill  alluding  to  the  West  India 
seas  <'and  territories  adjacent."  He  doubted,  for 
himself,  whether  piracy  could  effectnally  be  put 
an  end  to  without  giving  anthoritv  to  our  naval 
officers  to  pursue  the  pirates  on  the  land,  and  there 
make  them  prisoners.  He  did  not  know  but  such 
a  provision  was  necessary;  but,  if  so.  it  was  pro- 
per that  the  House  should  know  that  such  an 
authority  was  given.  This  bill,  it  appeared  to 
him,  went  to  authorize  any  hostile  operations  ne- 
cessary to  accomplish  the  object  of  the  suppres- 
sion of  piracy.  He  had  been  one  of  those  who 
was  in  favor  of  passing  a  bill  even  to  that  extent; 
but  he  had  his  doubu  whether  this  House  was 
ready  to  invest  the  Executive  with  a  power 
amounting  to  that  of  making  war.  He  supposed 
cases  which  might  arise  under  this  bill.  Our  offi- 
cers might  pursue  pirates  into  the  Island  of  Cuba, 
and  the  Spanish  authorities  might  resist  them. 
Here  was  at  once  the  commencement  of  hostilities 
between  us  and  Spain.  He  did  not  know  whe- 
ther it  was  not  worth  the  hazard  of  a  war  to  au- 
thorize our  officers  to  enter  the  territories  of  other 
Powers  in  search  of  pirates.  The  power  which 
he  supposed  to  be  conveyed  by  the  bill  was  one 
which  he  had  no  doubt  the  Executive,  and  even 
our  Navy  officers,  would  exercise  with  discretion ; 
but  it  was  one  which  ought  to  be  reflected  upon  I 


well  before  it  was  given.  The  same  vmnxA 
migllt  be  drawn  frf>m  the  supposed  entiy  ofa  Brit- 
ish island  as  of  a  BjNmish  territory.  He  did  sot 
rise  to  make  a  motion,  bnt  to  suggest  t  doubt; 
and  if  that  doubt  were  confined  to  himself,  bt 
should  not  object  to  the  bill  as  it  stood. 

Bilr.  FuLLE»  said,  the  committee  which  reporteij 
this  bill,  aware  that  theve  might  be  a  diffinhrl 
on  this  point,  had  not  reported  a  bffl  to  aathc 
even  the  pursuing  the  jnrates  on  the  land,  wM 
less  the  entering  the  Mritories  of  foreign  Pow«| 
to  search  for  them.  W^  biU  was  simp^  inteodei 
to  provide  for  the  suppression  of  piracy  and  tie 
protection  of  commerce ;  and  there  was  nothiifj 
m  it  which  could  by  possibility  wamnt  tbe  (M* 
struction  that  it  was  to  give  authority  to  the  Em 
cutive  to  seek  for  pirates  in  the  temtories  of '~ 
eign  Powers.  The  question  with  regard  to 
law  of  nations  on  this  subject,  it  was  not  ncces 
here  to  discuss ;  but  Mr.  F.  confessed  that  he 
entertained  the  opinion,  that  if  an  officer  sbo 
find  Dirates  escapmg  from  hispunoit  toatemtc 
of  a  roreign  Power,  he  might  have  a  risfat  to  pi 
sue  them  into  the  actual  (not  nominal)  jarislt 
tion  of  that  Power.  Whether  that  was  the  hi 
or  not,  this  bill  conferred  no  authority  whatc 
on  the  subject.  It  was  a  (question,  the  decisiooj 
which  must  depend  on  the  laws  of  nations, 
tbis  point  he  had  no  doubt  such  instructions 
be  given  by  the  Executive  to  our  cmisersas^ 
completely  guard  the  amicable  rdations  betwc 
the  United  States  and  foreign  countries, 
bill  would  not  have  the  least  teqdency  towards  1 
difRsrent  course  of  proceeding. 

Mr.  EuBTia  said,  he  did  not  understand  ti 
according  to  the  law  of  nations,  any  one  P01 
has  a  right  to  make  war  on  the  territory  ofa 
tral,  for  any  purpose  whatever.  Every  nation 
a  right  to  pursue  pirates  on  the  high  seas, bat' 
E.  very  much  doubted  whether  the  officers  of 
nation  ha4  a  right  to  eater  the  jorisdictioDai  11 1 
of  another  country  for  any  purpose  whatever, 
have  a  right  to  execute  our  own  laws,  bat  not 
undertake  to  make  or  execute  law  for  anotl 
countr)[.  The  power  to  pursue  pirates  mto 
territories  of  another  nation  was  a  very  broad 
it  was  in  fact  a  power  to  make  war.  If  the 
were  to  pass  in  tnis  shape,  not  only  would  the  Sf 
ecutive  and  its  officers  feel  disposed  to  fal£l  iH 
wishes  of  the  Le^slature,  but  thev  would  be  bou^ 
to  do  it.  He  did  not  wish  to  oe  considered  l| 
making  unnecessary  objections ;  but  it  appeartj 
to  him  that  Congress  cojild  not,  consistentlr  wl| 
the  laws  of  nations^  confer  the  power  which  tUI 
bill  appeared  to  him  to  give. 

Mr.  W  RiOBT  hoped  the  House  would  give  ai 
the  power  which  the  bin  proposed  togive — hew 
sure  it  would  not  be  abused.  Mr.  W.  made  so0 
other  remarks,  in  the  course  of  which  he  imimaK^ 
a  wish  that  Congress  would  give  to  our  nafii 
officers  a  broader  and  more  absolute  power,  n 
re^trd  to  the  pirates,  than  any  with  which  the 
bill  could  clothe  them. 

Mr.  A.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  proposed  an  ann^ 
ment,  to  constitute  the  third  section  of  the  bflK  i 
the  following  words  : 
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-JbdkiiJurAertfUKhd,  That  the  Prattdant  be 
aA4  ^  i»  hoAj  antboriied  and  leoaired,  to  purrae 
the  pialnby  lud,  oo  my  of  the  WoBt  India  iaUnds 
U)  which  thiey  may  reflOit»  aa  well  as  on  the  ocean, 
Qotii  the;  in  czlermiDatcd.'* 

Mr.  S.  said,  as  the  power  of  doing  this  wae 
ioaM  bf  the  geotleman  from  Masaaehusetts, 
k  thought  itcsseotiailv  Deoessary  that  theqaescion 
IS  &)  &  power  should  be  met  and  decided  here. 
H«  trusted  Congress  would  not  pass  a  law  in 
7bic'a  the  doty  of  the  Executive  was  undefined, 
so  as  td  throw  the  responsibility  from  themselves 
upon  ^  Executive.  If  any  responsibility  is  to 
be  boraein  remct  to  this  matter.  Mr.  S.  said,  let 
it  y  here.  He  proposed,  by  his  amendment, 
iiut  ofiijr  that  the  Executive  should  have  the 
powff.bQt  that  it  should  be  its  duty,  to  pursue 
(he  pintes  wherever  they  may  retreat.  Pirates 
Iff '0  be  considered  as  the  enemies  of  all  man- 
Uad;  all  nations  should  be  considered  as  allies 
iOiDst  them,  and  we  should  be  considered  as 
Acjcf  all  other  Powers  in  pursuing  the  pirates 
aiQt  West  Indian  seas.  But,  whether  we  were 
Hbidered  so  or  not,  it  is  lawful,  even  in  national 
^r.  where  an  enemy  passes  into  a  neutral  lerri* 
psy.  to  pnrsoe  that  eaemy  thither.  Every  na- 
S,  uoRDTer,  has  a  right  to  put  down  piracy. 

ve  bare  a  right  to  exterminate  the  pirates,  we 
ire  a  right  to  adopt  the  necessary  means  to  ac- 
takpiish  the  object,  which  cannot  be  effected 
>Dt  oor  allowing  our  Navy  to  go  Onrther  than 

! g»iieman  from  Massachusetts  proposed.  That 
pfitieovi  would  confine  its  operations  to  the 
Keafi  According  to  that  strictness  of  limitation, 
pv officers  are  not  to  enter  a  bay  or  creek  to  pur- 
pi  the  pirates.  Foreign  nations,  Mr.  S»  said, 
Kt'iuo  much  by  reason  to  take  exceptions  to  our 
iRiores.  But,  said  he,  let  us  give  a  direct  sane- 
tto  to  the  necessary  measures ;  let  this  amend- 
>att«  adopted,  that  it  may  be  understood  the 
P^^  are  to  be  pursued  until  they  are  entirely 
i^i-oyed^  wherever  found. 

^u-McLajib,  of  Delaware,  felt  as  strongly  as 
>A)  Qoe  the  necessity  of  effectual  measures  for 
^^Pfiression  of  piracy  ;  but  we  ought,  in  con- 
f^'^  ov  measures  for  that  purpose,  to  be  at 
Mitpmoaded  that  they  are  calculated  to  effect 
"^  <}vject  Iq  view,  and  not  to  involve  us  in  more 
^°^  fiificolties.  By  the  amendment  now  pro- 
1^  to  this  bill,  the  utmost  scope  is  given — no 
mi, opposed  to  the  power  of  the  Government 
Joauihorae  our  cruisers  to  pursue  pirates,  or  sup- 
^j  pirates,  wherever  they  please ;  and  they 
^y  iarade,  at  pleasure,  the  donunions  of  a 
"'i*Qflif  Power  in  pursuit  of  any  whom  they  may 
'^  ^  ^  pirates.  We  have  not  the  right, 
^  Mr.  McL.,  on  any  principle  of  the  laws  oi 
utiofis  with  which  I  am  acquainted,  to  adopt 
*«a  a  profision.  Nor  is  it  necessary  for  the  ob- 
i^''  iQ  view  that  we  should  adopt  any  such  pro- 
'•'^oiL  In  franuQg  our  laws,  we  ou^ht  to  have 
'^fl  to  the  laws  of  nations,  by  which  we  our^ 
|»^a  profess  to  be  governed  in  our  conduct  to- 
^w  other  nations,  and  by  which  we  insist 
^t  other  nations  shall  be  governed  in  their  con- 
^'^  towards  us.    We  have  no  right  to  pursue 


even  a  pirate  into  the  territory  of  a  neutral  or 
friendly  Power,  until  that  Power  has  refused  to 
interpose,  or  is  incompetent  by  rcMon  of  its  own 
imbecility  to  prevent  and  punish  the  crime.  Haa 
this  House  any  information  that  the  Gk>vemment 
of  Spain  has  refused  its  aid  to  suppress  these  pira- 
cies, or  that  she  is  incompetent  to  do  it?  We 
have  no  such  information,  nor  any  on  which  we 
could  ground  such  a  measure  as  that  which  is 
proposed  by  the  amendment ;  and  if  we  were  to 

Eursue  pirates  on  her  territory,  the  result  would 
e  an  immediate  complaint  of  such  invasion.  <Mf 
her  territorial  rights.  And  what  answer  could  we 
return  to  such  complaint?  Could  we  say  that 
the  Government  of  Spain  was  unable  or  unwil- 
ling to  interpose  its  aid  to  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  such  piracies?  We  could  not,  because  on  that 
point  we  have  no  information.  But,  was  it  ne- 
cessary, for  our  purpose,  to  pursue  these  pirates 
on  the  land?  Was  it  not  almoat  certain  they 
might  be  put  down  without  our  doin^  so  ?  The 
documents  upon  the  table  state  the  opinion  of  the 
Executive  and  of  the  Navy  Department  to  be  ex- 
plicitly that  this  object  may  be  accomplished  in 
the  course  of  a  few  months,  without  any  such 
desperate  and  dangerous  remedv  as  is  contained 
in  tnis  amendment,  which  it  would  be  time  enough 
to  consider  when  its  consideration  was  forced 
upon  us  by  the  necessity  of  the  case.  Let  us, 
said  he,  give  the  Executive  this  appropriation. 
Let  us  enable  it  to  send  out  this  force,  and  after 
it  has  been  employed  promptly  and  to  the  utmost 
extent  of  its  capacity — if,  after  the  Executive  has 
used  every  means  in  its  hands,  we  find  these  pi- 
rates cannot  be  exterminated,  let  us  remonstrate 
and  call  on  the  Spanish  Glovernment  to  expel 
them  from  its  coasts  and  territories.  li^  after  this, 
the  Spanish  Government  refuses  or  is  unable  to 
do  its  duty,  then  I  will  go  with  the  gentleman. 
But,  Mr.  McL.  said,  untilit  is  demoaslrated  that 
our  means  proposed  to  be  applied  to  this  object 
are  insufficient,  he  could  iiot  agree  to  a  proposi- 
tion which  seemed  to  be  fraught  with  so  much 
evil  as  the  proposed  amendment. 

Mr.  Wrigut  thought  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware had  not  taken  a  full  view  of  this  subject. 
Pirates,  Mr  W.  said,  are  enemies  to  all  the  world 
— hosUs  humani  gemria.  As  to  going  upon  the 
shores  of  other  nations  to  look  for  them,  he  was 
not  for  goio^  quite  as  far  as  his  honorable  friend 
ijrom  Virginia.  But  as  far  as  the  law  of  nations 
could  go,  he  would — ^wherever  pirates  were  found, 
he  would  pursue  them,  within  or  without  the  ju- 
risdiction of  another  Power,  to  the  very  shore — 
nay,  he  would  go  further,  and  capture  them  upon 
any  shore.  Ue  should  not  be  afraid  of  offending 
any  nation  by  pursuing  pirates,  because  no  nation 
claims  them.  A  pirate  is  a  pirate;  to  whatever 
country  he  may  have  belonged,  he  offends  by 
piracy  equally  its  laws  and  those  of  every  other 
nation.  Mr.  W.  added  some  other  remarks^  as  to 
what  would  be  the  proper  destiny  of  the  pirates, 
which  the  Reporter  did  not  distinctly  bear.  It  is 
believed,  however,  he  proDOsed  to  send  and  ex- 
change them  with  the  Turks  for  the  Greeks 
whom  they  have  carried  and  sold  into  captivity. 
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Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  suggested  a  modification 
of  Mr.  Smyth's  amendment,  which,  being  adopt- 
ed, he  shoald  be  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment. His  modification  was  to  add,  after  the 
word  ^  islands,"  in  the  third  line  of  Mr.  Smyth's 
amendment,  the  following  words:  ^permission 
being  first  nad  from  the  Goremment  to  which 
sach  island  may  belong." 

Mr.  C.  said,  in  sapport  of  his  suggestion,  that 
on  the  atrocity  of  the  crime  of  piracy,  and  the 
necessity  for  its  suppression,  there  appeared  to  be 
but  one  opinion.  There  could  be  no  member  of 
this  House  who  could  beli^TC  that  any  Govern- 
ment would  so  far  countenance  piracy  as  to  re- 
fuse to  another  Government,  magnanimously  step- 
ping forward  to  arm  and  fit  out  a  proper  force  to 
subdue  the  pirates — no  nation  would  have  so  little 
regard  to  its  own  character  as  to  refuse  to  that 
Government  permission  to  take  them  wherever 
they  might  be  pursued.  Although  this  permission 
could  not  be  immediately  ascertained,  there  would 
be  time  enough  to  ascertain  it  before  piracy  could 
be  entirely  put  an  end  to. 

Mr.  Cambrbleng,  of  New  York,  said  there 
seemed  to  be  a  fatalitv  in  every  thing  connected 
with  these  pirates.  When  our  veraels  capture 
them,  ill-timed  clemency  saves  them  from  the  gal- 
lowv;  and  when  we  capture  vessels  which  are  to 
all  intents  pirates,  they  make  their  escape  from  a 
just  fate  throueh  the  sinuosities  of  the  law.  Now, 
we  have  a  l>iTl  before  us  for  puttinj^  an  end  to 
piracy,  which  calls  for  prompt  action^  and  its 
progress  is  impeded  hv  needless  propositions  for 
amendment.  This  bill,'  Mr.  C.  said,  did  not  call 
for  any  land  force  to  take  possession  of  any  terri- 
tory; nor  were  we  now  required  to  discuss  any 
question  of  national  law.  This  bill  does  not  au- 
thorize the  President  to  send  a  land  force  to  pur- 
sue the  pirates  and  break  up  their  establishments. 
Whenever  that  gveat  question  comes  up,  it  will  be 
time  enough  to  discuss  it.  At  present,  however, 
he  hoped  gentlemen  would  throw  no  needless  im- 
pediment m  the  WHY  of  this  bill.  He  should  him- 
self vote  against  tnis  amendment,  or  any  other 
resembling  it.  He  liked  the  bill  as  it  was;  and 
he  hoped  our  oflBicers,  when  in  pursuit  of  those 
pirates,  would  not  pause  at  an  imaffinary  line. 
He  hoped,  he  said,  that  the  pursuit  of  the  pirates 
would  not  involve  us  in  war;  but,  if  war  must  be 
the  consequence,  he  hoped  every  member  of  this 
House  was  prepared  to  abide  by  it.  He  hoped  the 
bill  would  pass,  and  that  the  questions  of  law 
which  do  not  belong  to  it  would  be  deferred  to  a 
future  day. 

Mr.  A.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  said  if  Mr.  Cook 
would  modify  his  amendment  by  substituting  the 
word  '* requested"  for  the  word  ''had."  he  would 
accept  it  as  part  of  his  motion.  If  permission 
were  requested,  whether  it  were  acconled  or  re- 
fused, our  course  ought  to  be  the  same. 

Mr.  Cook  agreed  in  opinion  with  Mr.  S.  on 
this  point,  and  altered  his  amendment  accordingly, 
which  Mr.  S.  then  accepted  as  a  part  of  his  mo- 
tion to  amend  the  bill. 

Mr.  C.  made  some  further  observations  in  favor 
of  the  amendment  as  amended.    New  Orleans,  he 


said^was  the  only  outlet  for  the  whole  prodoec  of 
the  Western  country,  all  of  which  was  in  its  ms- 
sit  exposed  to  these  marauding  pirates.   No  pin 
of  the  country  therefore  was  more  interested  is 
prompt  measures  against  these  depredaton,  tbu 
that  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  Represenutira  j 
He  supposed^  several  cases  which  might  arise  to 
make  indispensable  the  exercise  of  sacb  a  power 
as  this  amendment  would  give,  in  doing  whiebbe 
took  occasion  to  remark  that  our  naval  officcB 
were  the  proudest  of  our  public  officers,  most 
zealous  of  the  honor  of  their  country^  and  Ukio; 
the  greatest  interest  in  protecting  it    He  coo* 
eluded,  by  saying,  that  there  would  be  time  toaik 
the  pernussion  suggested  in  the  amendmeDi;  if  it 
should  be  refused,  he  should  then  be  readf  to  p 
with  ffentlemen  as  hit  as  they  proposed,  thoo^ 
war  should  be  the  consequence. 

Mr.  Barbour  (the  Speaker)  was  eqoallf  op* 
posed  to  the  amendment  as  now  modified  aod  ft 
originally  proposed.  If,  he  said,  the  House  wot 
now  legislating  on  a  subject  on  which  it  htd  cotrj 
plete  power  unconnected  with  national  law,  tbm 
might  give  to  it  what  direction  they  pleased.  Btti 
the  power  of  any  nation  in  relation  to  prates  df 
pends  on  the  doctrines  of  the  law  of  nations.  Wi 
cannot,  therefore,  said  Mr.  B.  by  legislating  ber 
impart  any  power  to  the  Executive  in  regard 
this  subject  bevond  what  is  authorized  bf  tbe ' 
of  nations.  He  put  this  question  to  the  H( 
The  President  is  Commander-in-Chief  of 
Army  and  Navy  of  tbe  United  States;  in  tbe 
ecution  of  any  duty  in  which  he  is  to  call 
Army  and  Navy  into  action,  he  is  to  act  a< 
ing  to  h»  legitimate  power.  If  the  subject  be 
on  which  the  l^islation  of  Congress  is  bindii 
he  will  follow  the  law.  If  the  subject  be  o 
upon  which  the  law  of  nations  prescribes  tbe  raH 
or  conduct,  he  will  follow  that.  Without  tbM 
House,  then,  deciding  the  question  of  the  law  (C 
nations,  it  is  sufficient  for  us  that  the  Execoiiw 
has  the  (question  to  decide,  and  that  it  b  ooe  o» 
which  this  House  ought  not  to  attempt  a  decisioa 
With  regard  to  the  idea  of  pirates  being  the  en^ 
mies  of  the  human  race,  there  could  be  no  doott 
of  it,  and  on  the  great  highway  of  nations  «f 
have  a  right  to  take  them  and  deal  with  them  B 
we  please.  But  it  was  another  question  how  ftl 
we  have  a  right  to  pursue  them  on  tbe  territory cC 
another  and  a  friendly  Power.  As  to  tbe  idea  m 
all  nations  beinff  allies  on  such  an  occaskw,  tb^ 
gentleman  should  recollect  that  there  are  no  alM 
until  the  parties  have  determined  to  make  wii 
together.  All  nations  have  a  right  to  make  war; 
but  whether  they  will  actually  engage  in  it,  is : 
question  for  eYerj  nation  to  determine  for  itseb. 
The  argument  or  his  colleague  was  therefore,  Mr 
B.  said,  in  this  particular,  founded  on  a  pre^ump 
tion  which  did  not  exist.  Without  having  n- 
ferred  to  the  books  on  this  subject,  Mr.  B.  ex- 
pressed bis  opinion  to  be,  that  we  have  not  a  ri^i 
to  enter  into  the  territory  of  any  neutral  Povei 
to  suppress  piracy,  at  least  until  it  is  ascertain^ 
that  such  nation  has  consented  to  our  doing  so 
Whatever  rule  we  apply,  it  ought  to  be  recollected 
may  of  right  be  reciprocal  upon  us;  and  b 
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i^ed  the  gcaclenian  whether  he  would  allow  any 
fbrtign  Power  to  land  troops  on  our  shores,  or 
mar^  tkrooghour  eountrr,  on  the  plea  of  seeking 
for  pintfs?  Mr.  B.  concluded  by  expressing  gen- 
enllj  Jus  decided  objection  to  the  amendment. 

Mt.Floto  thought  the  objections  which  had 
becQ  or§;ed  to  the  amendment  were  forcible.  He 
cocU  not  rote  for  it  himself.  In  the  first  place, 
it  WIS  little  short  of  actual  war.  Was  there  any 
uiioB  so  abject,  he  said,  that  it  would  not  go  to 
mrviih  the  United  States  rather  than  submit 
to  tk  practical  operation  of  a  principle  like  that 
esilnBed  in  the  amendment?  The  law  of  na- 
tioBi  be  knew,  provided  for  the  punishment  of 
bad  Boghbors,  and  provided  even  in  some  cases 
iorikexpalsion  of  them  from  their  territory  and 
tbe  occupation  of  it  by  another  Power.  The 
ibortttt  war  for  gentlemen,  then,  would  be  to  go 
to  tl)£  root  of  the  evil,  and  take  possession  of  Cuba ! 
But.  3ilr.  F.  said,  we  have  set  out  wrong,  in  re- 
|ud  to  the  suppression  of  piracy.  The  Const!- 
Wion  of  the  United  States  says  Congress  shall 
kre  power  to  define  and  punish  piracy.  Con- 
^  bare  never  yet  defined  it,  though  they  have 
federteken  to  punish  it.  Mr.  F.  concluaed  by 
Jtyioffke  was  willine,  as  long  as  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress,  to  take  upon  himself  his  share  of 
lor  ifsponsibility  which  might  pertain  to  this 
mif ;  but  he  was  not  willing  to  put  a  power  into 
it  bands  of  the  Executive,  the  responsibility  for 
Ik  exercise  of  which  would  apply  to  this  body, 
lod  Qot  to  the  Executive. 

Mr.  Arcbeb,  of  Virginia,  objected  to  all  parts 
a  ibninendment.  He  objected  to  it  on  several 
poiuidi;  among  which,  one  was^  that  it  proposed 
a  eftct  to  direst  Congress  and  give  to  the  Execu- 
te ihe  power  to  make  war.  Nor  was  this  all. 
wnaiioo,  though  having  just  cause  of  war,  has 
I  ngbt  to  make  war,  untu  the  grounds  of  the  war 
JweWn  submitted  to  the  adversary  Power,  and 
B^demaDd  for  reparation  of  the  injury  has  been 
fcajd  onaraiiing.  This  amendment,  however, 
oraMr.A.  goes  to  give  the  Executive  the  power 
WEuewar,  in  a  case  in  which  even  we,  the 
KeprttenuiiiTes  oT  the  People,  could  not  have  the 
!*»&.  From  mere  wa  ntonness,  or  volition  of  any 
QlDcff.QAder  the  amendment,  war  mi^ht  be  made 
Mtae  territories  of  Spain  or  any  oUier  Power. 
4  We  jj  no  such  power  even  in  us,  said  he;  no 
*«  pover  could  be  given  to  us  by  the  people 
*Doin  we  represent,  and  we  could  not  confer  such 
•power.  We  have  been  told,  by  recent  advices 
rom  Eorope,  that  application  has  been  made  by 
'wBnibh  Government  to  that  of  Spain  for  the 
J^  permission  to  pursue  the  pirates  which  is 
^lempUied  by  this  amendment.  Now,  Mr.  A. 
J?»  « to  this  House,  whether  it  would  not  only 
P«  power  to  the  Executive  to  make  war  upon  a 
*f«5a  nation,  but  also  authority  to  depute  that 
F*^^  whether  it  would  do  so  without  any  ne- 
*^»[T  whatever,  when  we  know  too  that  perrois- 
«o  MS  been  obuined  by  another  Power  from  that 
1??'^  rower  to  pursue  the  pirates  on  its  territory, 
r  n^F  he  obtained  for  this  Qovernment  also  if 
b^t  L  amendmeBt  he  considered  there- 
"^u)  be  not  only  inaonsistent  with  the  principles 


of  public  law,  but  with  the  necessity  in  which  we 
are  placed  at  this  time,  dbc. 

Mr.  Fuller  concurred  generally  in  the  senti- 
ments of  the  gentlemen  who  had  last  spoken,  and 
added,  further,  that  so  far  from  giving  more  power 
to  the  bill  than  it  contains,  the  amendment  will 
lessen  the  power  of  the  Executive,  by  obliging  it 
to  stop  short  in  pursuit  of  the  pirates  on  arriving 
at  the  jurisdictional  line  of  another  Power,  until 
an  opportunitjr  may  occur  for  asking  of  that  Gov- 
ernment permission  to  pass  it,  dbc. 

Mr.  CoLDEN  said,  referring  to  Mr.  Eustis's 
suggestion,  that,  as  he  understood  the  bill,  no  pow- 
er was  proposed  to  be  communicated  by  it  to  the 
Executive  which  the  Executive  does  not  possess — 
not  power  which  he  is  not  in  the  exercise  of  as  an 
authority  derived,  not  from  this  House,  but  from 
the  law  of  nations.  Mr.  C.  adverted  to  the  phra- 
seology of  the  bill :  the  only  thing  which  looked 
like  giving  power  was  that  sentence  which  de- 
fines the  purposes  for  which  the  force  about  to  be 
created  is  to  be  employed.  Did  this  enlarffe  the 
powers  of  the  Executive?  Surely  not.  Whence 
was  derived  the  power  which  is  now  exercised  by 
the  Executive  in  regard  to  piracy  ?  There  hais 
been  no  law  passed  hy  Congress  defining  piracy : 
it  is  under  the  law  of  nations  that  we  pursue  and 
capture  pirates.  Under  this  law  it  is  not  neces- 
sary that  we  should  be  on  land  to  be  in  the  terri- 
tory of  another  Power.  We  are  in  his  territory 
when  within  the  limits  which  define'^he  extent  of 
his  jurisdiction  over  the  sea,  viz:  the  distance  of 
cannon  shot  (or  three  miles)  from  the  shore.-  By 
the  use  of  the  word  "  territories,"  therefore,  no 
power  was  intended  to  be  given  by  this  bill.  The 
President  will  exercise  the  same  power,  after  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  that  he  does  now,  and  to  the 
same  degree,  under  the  law  of  nations.  Mr.  C. 
then  directed  his  attention  to  the  amendment 
which  was  now  before  the  House.  It  proposed  to 
extend  the  power  of  the  Executive  beyond  the  law 
of  nations,  and  would  be  so  far  nugatory.  Was  it 
possible  such  a  right  could  exist  as  was  there  as- 
sumed ?  Our  own  feelings  tell  us,  said  he,  that 
this  right  can  be  no  part  of  the  law  of  nations. 
That  law  is  founded  on  the  common  feeling  and 
common  consent  of  all  mankind ;  and  it  would 
be  at  once  acknowledged,  on  reflection,  that  there 
could  be  no  common  feeling  or  common  consent 
in  favor  of  such  a  i>rovision.  You  cannot  pur- 
sue a  pirate  on  the  inhabited  territory  or  in  the 
towns  or  fortifications  of  another  Power ;  but  still, 
said  Mr.  C,  I  do  not  believe  the  law  of  nations 
ties  up  the  hands  of  those  who  are  in  pursuit  of 
these  common  depredators,  so  that  the  moment 
they  put  their  foot  on  the  territory  of  a  nation  in 
amity  with  usl  we  inust  cease  to  follow  them. 
Whatever  is  the  power  in  this  respect,  however, 
the  Presioent  now  possoses  it  under  the  law  of 
nations.  The  modification  of  the  amendment, 
Mr.  C.  considered  worse  than  the  original  amend- 
ment, because,  by  that,  if  he  was  right,  an  unjust 
limit  was  proposed  to  be  set  to  the  power  of  theEx- 
ecutive;  for.  it  would  be  easily  conceived  that,  if  it 
was  made  tne  duty  of  the  cniisinff  officer  to  ask  the 
permission  there  referred  to,  there  would  be  no 
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saeh  thing  as  givioff  efiect  to  the  annaineiit  aboat 
to  be  fitted  out.  Mr.  C.  supposed  cases  to  show, 
without  tbeorizine,  its  practical  effect.  The  true 
line  of  right,  in  this  case,  was  so  plain,  it  might 
be  said  to  be  written  by  tne  finger  of  God  on  the 
hearts  of  men,  and  mi^ht  be  thus  rendered:  You 
shall  not  pursue  these  pirates  on  my  territory  where 
I  have  a  torce  sufficient  to  correct  them ;  by  doing 
so,  you  violate  my  rights;  but,  when  the  depre- 
dator flies  into  that  part  of  my  territory  where  I 
cannot  exercise  authority,  you  may  pursue  him. 
So  that,  if  the  pirates  land  on  one  of  the  kevs  in 
the  West  Indies,  can  any  one  doubt  our  rignt  to 
pursue  them,  whoever  claims  dominion  of  the 
naked  soil  ?  The  simple  object  of  this  bill  was, 
to  put  into  the  hands  of  the  ESzecutive  the  means 
of  executing  the  laws  of  nations  with  regard  to 
pirates,  and  he  hoped  it  would  pass  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  did  not 
know  but  he  should  be  disposed  to  legislate  to  the 
utmost  verge  of  the  powers  of  this  House  for  the 
suppression  of  piracy ;  but  he  was  not  jierfeetly 
satisfied  what  that  verge  was,  or  that  this  Com- 
mittee was  at  this  moment  well  advised  of  it. 
He  thought  himself  that  the  character  of  the  coun- 
try was  concerned  in  the  passaee  of  any  l^isla- 
tive  act  which  may  in  itself  vimate  nationallaw. 
He  did  not  say  that  any  proposition  now  before 
the  House  di^  so.  He  was  ready  to  vote  for  the 
bill  as  it  stood ;  but  he  thought  it  advisaUe  that 
more  time  should  be  taken  to  consider  its  pro- 
visions— that  it  might  be  voted  upon  on  Monday 
with  more  fixed  opinions  than  gentlemen  ap- 
peared now  to  entertain.  The  law  of  nations,  ne 
said,  was  not  very  occult ;  but  whilst  gentlemen 
learned  in  the  law  had,  in  this  debate,  differed  in 
opinion  as  to  what  the  law  is,  was  it  not  due  to 
the  character  of  the  House  and  the  nation  to  take 
care,  whilst  legislating  to  the  very  verge  of  its 
powers,  they  did  not  go  beyond  that  point.  He 
proposed,  therefore,  that  the  Committee  sbonld 


rise. 


Mr.  Mallary  earnestly  urged  the  House  not 
to  rise  and  leave  this  business  in  suspense.  If 
acted  upon  at  all,  it  should  be  promptly.  It  was 
important,  moreover,  that  in  this  bill  there  should 
be  involved  no  point  of  law  to  delay  its  passage 
and  execution.  The  points  of  national  law  might 
be  reserved,  and  yet  discussed,  if  gentlemen  chose, 
before  the  expedition  sailed. 

Mr.  Smith,  yieldin^^  to  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Mallary,  and  considerino:  this  properly  and 
merely  an  appropriation  biU,  then  withdrew  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  inserting  the 
following,  (being  a  copy  of  the  bill  on«the  same 
subject,  reported  in  the  Senate :) 

**  That,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  aflbrd  mote  etteient  protection 
to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  from  the  depr^ 
dation  of  pirates  in  the  Gnlf  of  Mexico  and  the  West 
Indian  seas,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  thou- 
sand dollars  is  hereliy  appropriated,  to  be  paid  oni  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherinse  appropri- 


ated ;  whidi  som  shall  be  oaad  by  tiM  Frasadnt  in 
providing  muh  an  additional  §one  aoy  in  his  jadgacAt,   ; 
shall  be  beat  calculated  to  uumm  tiie  end  afMtiui.''    j 

This  motiai  was  negatived. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  House  in  iu 
original  form  (as  given  in  the  beginaing  of  tlie  | 
derate)  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  md 
a  third  time. 

It  was  accordingly  read  a  third  time,  passed 
without  a  division,  and  ordered  to  be  seat  to  ihe 
Senate  for  concurrence. 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 


MoNnAY,  December  16. 


I 


Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Pennsylrano, 
Mr.  Buchanan  appeared,  and  took  bis  seat 

Mr.  Mercer  presented  a  memorial  of  Robert 
Young  and  Richard  Bland  Lee,  judges  of  the  or- 
phan's court  of  the  respective  counties  of  Aleian* 
dria  and  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Colom- 
bia, prayine  that  the  said  courts  may  be  reorgan- 
ized upon  tne  plan  proposed  in  the  code  of  iaris- 
prudence,  prepared  in  pursuance  of  an  order  of 
Congress,  of  the  29th  April,  1816,  by  Willttm  ; 
Cranch,  Chief  Justice  of  said  District 

Mr.  M.  also  presented  a  petition  of  John  Wheel- 
wright, of  the  District  of  Colombia,  praying  tQ 
be  divorced  from  his  wife.  Caroline  Eliza  nhed-  ' 
Wright,  on  the  ground  of  ner  insanity  at  the  pres- 
ent, as  well  as  at  the  time  of  their  marriage.— 
Referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  Rhea^  from  the  Committee  of  Pensioos 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  coo- 
cerning  Invalid  Pensions ;  which  was  twice  read.  ' 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Williams^  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  report 
on  the  petition  of  Lucv  Lamb ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Scott  go  the 
13th  instant  was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to  hj  the 
House.  « 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  placing  a  light  vessel  at  or  near 
Cape  Hatteras,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Cocke  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Resohtd,  That  the  President  of  the  Uaitcd  Sutes 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  belbre  this  Hoate  a 
statement,  showing  the  amount  expended  for  the  cur- 
rent expenses  of  the  Ordnance  oepaitaieBt,  dnnng 
the  years  1817,  1818,  1819,  1820,  and  i821;  and  is 
much  as  can  be  shown  of  said  expeoditare  for  the 
year  1822;  with  the  particular  items  for  which  the 
money  was  expended,  the  place  where,  and  the  per- 
sons to  whom  paid  :  What  quantity  of  timber  has  beea 
procured  for  gun-carriages  and  caissons,  its  cost  eodc- 
ally,  and  where  deposited ;  the  quantity  of  ordnanoe 
of  every  kind  that  has  been  procured  daring  thoae 
years,  or  paid  for ;  the  suras  expended  in  the  pnrditie 
of  aitta  for  araanals  since  the  peace ;  the  cost  of  the 
baildiags  erected  tharaon,  and  whether  all  those  ar- 
senals  are  naceasary  for  tha  servioa  of  the  Unitra 
Sutes.  • 
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The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  oo  the  table 

one  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Patterson,  of  New  York, 
the  reports  from  the  several  public  offices  respect- 
ing the  expenses  of  the  said  offices,  were  taken 
up,  and  referred,  respectively,  to  the  several  com- 
mittees on  the  expenditures  of  the  different  de- 
partments. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Bassbtt,  the  House  then  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning  the 
disbursement  of  public  moneys,  and  the  amend- 
ments made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  were 

agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  B.,  the  bill  received  a  further 
small  amendment  respecting  the  settlement  of 
particular  accounts  in  the  War  Department;  and 
theo  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Williamson  submitted  the  following  re- 
solre  for  adoption : 

Retoked,  That  tb«  Library  CommittM  be  iDttnicted 
to  inquire  iolo  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law, 
that  I  iiDgle  copy  of  tU  each  laws,  reiolves,  reports, 
and  Executive  commaoieationa,  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment, St  may  be  printed  by  order  of  either  Uoose 
of  Coogreis,  be  hereafter,  from  year  to  year,  allowed, 
and  fent  gratis,  to  the  oldest  principal  or  other  college 
eorporation,  or  some  literaijr  incorporated  society  in 
each  State. 

And,  without  debate,  the  question  being  taken 
on  agreeing  thereto,  it  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive.  So  the  resolve  was  rejected. 

THREE  PER  CENT.  FUND. 

Mr.  WooncocK  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  rejection,  on  the  last  day's  sitting, 
of  a  resolatioD  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  respecting  the  three  per  cent,  of  the  net 
proceeds  of  sales  of  public  lands  in  Indiaaa>  Ac., 
against  which  resolution,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  had 
voted.  Mr.  W.  rose  to  move  for  a  reconsideration 
of  that  resolution.  The  state  of  this  fund,  he 
said,  was  a  proper  subject  of  inquiry,  though  he 
would  not  pledge  himself  to  vote  for  the  specific 
proposition  contained  in  that  resolution.  That 
t^e  gentleman^  however,  might  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  brincmg  the  subject  fairly  before  the 
House,  Mr.  W.  wished  to  recon&ider  the  vote. 

Mr.  Bassbtt  reminded  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  that  this  resolution  did  not  propose 
||n  inqairy  into  the  state  of  the  fund  referred  to, 
but  an  iaaoeof  Treasury  notes  to  be  in  some  man- 
ner or  other  connected  with  it. 

Mr.JBNiiiNas  said  his  object  was  not,  should 
tbe  rote  of  Friday  be  reconsidered,  to  ask  the 
House  now  to  act  'upon  his  proposition,  but  to 
moTe  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  with  a  view  to  call  it 
kP  ^1}  ^"^"fc  day,  by  which  time  it  would  proba- 
bly be  more  reflected  upon  and  better  understood 
than  now. 

The  question  on  reconsidering  the  vote  of  Fri- 
day was  then  taken  and  agreed  to ;  and,  on  mo- 
||on  of  Mr.  Jbnniiios,  the  resolution,  now  again 
oefore  the  House,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
nth  Con.  2d  Sess.— 13 


ROADS  AND  CANAL8. 

Mr.  Stewart  moved  the  following : 

"  KeMolved,  That  the  subject  of  roads  and  caoals  be 
referred  to  a  select  cooiniittee." 

Mr.  Bassett  suggested  that  the  subject  was 
already  before  a  committee,  appointed  on  a  part 
of  the  President's  Message. 

The  Speaker  stated,  that  the  committee  refer- 
red to  was  appointed  on  so  much  of  the  Message 
as  relates  to  the  Cumberland  Road. 

Mr.  Stewart  said  he  had  received  petitions 
looking  to  an  improvement  of  a  difierent  descrip- 
tbn  from  roads,  and,  until  a  committee  were  ap- 
pointed on  the  general  subject,  he  was  at  a  loet 
how  to  dispose  of  them. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  u> 
Mr.  Stewart's  proposition,  and  decided  in  the 
aflSrmative;  and  Messrs.  Stewart,  RsEoof  Greor- 
gia,  Ha WKE8,  M atson.  Ball,  Burton,  and  Vance, 
were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

LIEUTENANT  PIERCE. 

Mr.  Farrelly  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Ruolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  tbe  propriety  of  maktog 
some  proWsion  for  the  support  of  the  widow  and  child 
of  Lieutenant  George  Fierce,  of  the  United  States 
Navy,  who  lately  died  of  the  yellow  fever,  contracted 
on  board  of  the  frigate  Macedonia,  when  in  the  service 
of  his  country. 

Mr.  Farrelly  accompanied  this  motion  with 
a  few  observations.  It  was,  he  conceived,  of  a 
nature  analogous  to  that  adopted  the  other  day, 
proposing  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  mother 
of  tne  late  Lieutenant  Allen.  It  was  true,  he  said, 
that  Lieutenant  Pierce  did  not  fall  in  battle,  but 
be  lost  his  life  in  the  service  of  his  country,  pur- 
suing the  common  enemy  of  all  nations  into  a 
pestilential  climate.  Mr.  F.  said  it  was  his  for- 
tune to  know  Lieutenant  Pierce  when  on  service 
at  Erie,  where  he  was  distinguished  for  the  strict-- 
ness  of  his  discipline,  and  lor  every  trait  whick 
distinguishes  a  gentleman,  which  endeared  him  to 
all  who  knew  him.  His  wife  (whom  he  married 
at  Erie)  and  his  child  were  now,  he  understood, 
in  Virginia,  without  even  means  of  returning  to 
the  place  of  her  nativitjr.  Mr.  F.  said  he  could 
not  see  any  thing  in  the  circumstances  of  this  case^ 
which  made  the  duty  to  provide  for  the  family  oi 
the  deceased  less  incumbent  than  it  would  have 
been  had  he  fallen  by  the  hands  of  the  robbers 
whom  he  was  in  pursuit  of,  in  which  case,  by  the 
existing  provisions  of  our  laws,  his  family  would 
have  been  entitled  to  a  pension,  &c. 

The  question  was  taken,  without  further  debate, 
on  agreeing  to  the  resolution,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative  by  a  small  majority — 57  votes  to  54. 

CLOTHING  THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to 
provide  for  clothing  the  militia  when  called  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States;  the  first  section 
whereof  is  as  follows : 

'*That  the  non-com mitsioQed  officers,  musicians, 
and  privates,  of  the  militia,  who  may  hereafter  be 
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called  into  the  eervioe  of  the  United  States,  shall,  in 
addition  to  the  pay  andemolumenta  heretofore  allowed 
hy  law,  be  entiued  to,  and  receive,  the  value  of  a  full 
suit  of  clothing,  in  all  cases  where  they  shall  perform 
a  six  months'  tour  of  duty,  and  furnish  themselves 
with  clothing  sufficient  for  the  said  term  of  servUe  ; 
and,  in  all  cases  where  they  shall  be  called  on  for  a 
shorter  period,  or  shall  be  discbsrged  from  the  service 
before  the  esroiration  of  the  time  for  which  they  had 
be«i  reqnired,  they  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  such 
proportion  of  the  value  of  a  suit  of  clothing  as  may 
be  equal  to  the  time  they  may  have  been  in  service*" 

Mr.  Cannon,  conforminff  to  the  suggestion  of 
a-  geDtleman,  made  the  outer  day,  pro|X)8ed  an 
amendment  to  the  bill,  the  object  of  which  was, 
that  tlie  clothing  to  be  proTided  by  the  militia 
and  paid  for  by  the  United  States,  should  be  of 
sach  an  uniform  as  should  have  been  adopted  by 
the  respectire  States  and  Territories. 

Mr.  MeCor  objected  to  this  amendment,  on  the 

froand  that  the  uniform  provided  for  the  militia 
y  the  State  laws  was  m  general  adopted  with 
reference  to  its  cheapness,  and  composed  of  such 
light  and  flimsy  materials  as  were  not  suited  to 
actual  service  in  the  field. 

Mr.  Cannon  replied  to  this  objection,  declaring 
at  the  same  time  that  he  felt  himself  no  anxiety 
on  the  subject  of  this  amendment. 

Mr.  Walwobth  took  occasion  to  make  some 
observations  on  the  bill,  the  general  principle  of 
which  he  approved.  He  had  one  objection  to  the 
details  of  the  bill,  which  was,  that,  although  the 
militiaman  was  to  be  paid  the  value  of  his  cloth- 
ing, there  was  no  means  of  ascertaining  what  that 
value  was.  He  gave  a  brief  account  of  the  suf- 
ferings of  the  miutia  during  the  late  war  from  the 
want  of  clothing,  and  showed  how  necessary  it 
was,  with  a  view  to  their  entire  efSciency,  that 
they  should  be  better  provided  for  when  in  actual 
service  than  they  have  hitherto  been. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Cannon's 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  A.  Smith,  of  Virginia,  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  this  effect :  **  Provided,  That  the  amount 
to  be  allowed  shall  not  exceed  the  cost  of  a  full 
suit  of  clothing  for  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States."  This 
ap^endment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CanNon  then  made  a  few  fi^enerai  observa- 
tions on  the  bill,  and  recapitulated  its  provisions, 
the  object  of  wnich  was,  that,  whenever  the  mi- 
litia were  called  into  service,  the  officer  calling 
on  them  should  give  notice  to  them  to  appear  pre- 
pared with  sufficient  clothing  for  the  campaign ; 
that,  when  assembled,  their  clothing  should  be 
inspected  and  paid  for  according  to  its  value. 
With  regard  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  Mr.  C. 
said  it  would  be  admitted  by  all,  that  clothing 
was  almost  as  necessary  as  arms  to  the  efficiency 
of  an  army.  In  more  than  one  instance  during 
the  late  war,  he  had  seen  militia  who  had  not 
been  in  service  more  than  twenty  or  thirty  days, 
who,  owing  to  their  poor  clothing  and  the  mclem- 
encjr  of  the  weather,  had  become  wholly  unfit  for 
service.  The  measure  proposed  by  this  bill  was 
one  of  the  foremost  of  those  which  ought  to  be 


adopted  to  build  op  the  great  defence  of  thecooo- 
try.  He  was  aware,  he  said,  that  there  are  msny 
who  believe  that  no  reliiioee  ovht  to  be  placed 
upon  the  efficiency  of  a  militia  force  for  any  op- 
tional defeace.  The  experience  of  the  last  war, 
Mr.  C.  said,  had  been  sufficient,  in  his  opioiofi, 
to  convince  the  people  of  this  country  that  the 
militia  were,  at  last,  the  only  safe  reliance  for  tbe 
defence  of  the  country  in  war.  He  hoped  that 
this  measure  would  be  adopted  and  followed  by 
others,  which  would  make  the  people  the  efficient 
and  safe  defence  of  the  country,  as  they  were  lo- 
tended  to  be  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Uaited 
States. 

Mr.  CoLoEN,  of  New  York,  considered  it  no 
more  than  ri^ht  and  just  that  the. militia  sboold 
be  paid,  whilst  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
the  ex]>ense  of  their  clothing.  But,  inasmuch  as 
the  United  States  were  to  pay  for  the  clothing,  it 
appeared  to  him  the  Grovemment  ought  to  reserve 
to  Itself  the  right  of  prescribing  what  that  eloti^ 
iag  should  be.  Tbere  was  no  other  way  of  con- 
trolling the  value  or  quality  of  this  clothing*  The 
clothing  of  a  militiaman  might  be  very  rauaUe 
to  him  as  a  citizen,  and  yet  very  tmanitahle  for 
the  service  in  which  he  was  engaged,  dbe.  Mr. 
C.  rose  to  propose  an  amendment,  in  the  shape  of 
a  new  section  to  be  added  to  the  bill,  which  he 
thought  would  obviate  all  difficulties  in  this  par- 
ticular. His  amendment  was  in  the  foUowisf 
words: 


i: 


I 


**Thatth«  clothing  to  be  farnishad  or  peondcdia 
pnrinaoce  of  this  set,  shall  be  in  oonloRntty  to  a  uni- 
form which  the  President  may,  from  time  to  time,  pre- 
scribe for  the  mililis  called  into  the  service  of  die 
United  States;  and,  uaiesi  sach  clothing  be^achosi- 
fonn,  no  pay  shall  be  allowed  theissfor." 

Mr.  CasNON  opposed  the  amendncot  at  cod- 
siderahle  lengtb. 

Mr.  FtOTD  objected  to  this  prinefple.  as  goiof 
enormously  to  increase  the  ex|»enses  of  ciie  militia 
service.  The  cost  of  the  uniform  of  a  soldier  of 
the  United  States,  he  believed,  was  about  thirty- 
four  'dollars.  Of  the  whole  number  of  the  militia 
of  Virginia  alone,  seventy'^ne  thousand  had  beea, 
at  one  time  or  other  of  the  late  war,  called  into 
the  field.  The  expense  to  be  incurred  under  such 
an  act  as  this  would  be,  in  case  of  war,  enormcMis. 
Mr.  F.  stated  other  objections  to  the  proposed  pro- 
visions of  the  bill,  OM  of  which  was,  that  it  would 
have  a  tendency  to  prevent  the  volunteer  corps 
from  clothing  themselves,  &c. 

Mr.  Farrblly,  adverting  to  the  fact  that  the 
volunteers  of  Pennsylrania  and  he  presumed  of 
other  States,  clothed  themselves,  moved  to  add  to 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Coldsn  an. exception  in 
the  following  words:  ^<£xce|ft  as  to  those  com- 
panies of  volunteers  who  have  provided  their  own 
uniform." 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

After  some  further  observations  from  Mr.  Cas- 
NON,  against  the  motion  of  Mr.  Coldcn,  to  whici. 
Mr.  CoLDEN  replied — 

The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  Mr. 
Colden's  motion,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 
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Mr.  Whipple  thought  the  allowance  for  cloth- 
iov,  proposed  by  the  bill,  ought  not  to  be  made, 
unless  where  the  militiaman  serves  out  a  tour  of 
six  months'  duty  in  the  field;  and  proposed  an 
ameodment  the  object  of  which  to  make  the  full 
allowance  for  six  months'  service,  and,  for  a  less 
term  of  service,  such  allowance  as  shall  be  pro- 
portioned to  the  term  actually  served. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Cannon,  and 
decidedly  opposed  by  Mr.  Metcalfe,  and  was  ne- 
gatived. 

Mr.  A.  8mttb,  of  Virginia,  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bOl,  which  was,  to  substitute  for  its 
principal  provision  another,  viz :  that  the  militia, 
when  called  into  actual  service,  shall  '*  receive 
^  three  dollar^  per  month  as  a  compensation  for 
'furnishing  their  own  clothing;  and,  if  it  shall 
'  be  necessary,  articles  of  clothing  shall  be  fur- 
'nished  by  the  commissary  department  of  the 

*  United  States,  to  be  deducted  from  the  allow- 
'  anee  for  clothing,  or  from  the  pay  of  the  militia 

*  at  the  contract  prices^  thereof/* 

This  motion  was  debated  by  Mr.  8.  Smith,  Mr. 
Metcalfe,  and  Mr.  Alexander  Smtth,  and  was 
finally  nejratived — ^73  votes  to  46. 

The  biU  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

Tuesday,  December  17. 

On  moiioii  of  Mr.  Fuller,  it  was 

Ordtredi  Tliat  the  peticiDn  of  James  H.  Clacks  a 
poner  ia  the  Navy  of  the  Uahad  States,  praying  to 
be  allowed,  in  the  tetllenraai  of  his  acoonnt*,  liMr  a 
oPiuideralile  som  of  moiMy,  of  w^tieh  he  was  robbed 
in  Maneillee^  in  France,  while  on  public  duty ;  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affaire. 

[It  appeared,  firom  a  conversation  between  the 
Speaker  and  Mr.  Fuller,  that  all  the  bills  received 
from  the  Scaiale  at  the  last  aessioOf  and  not  acted 
upon  at  the  last  sesaion,  are  defunct^  and  cannot 
be  resuscitated  without  beiotf  originated  anew. 
AU  bills  oi^aatiog  ia  thia  House,  however,  at 
the  last  scsaioa,  aaa  not  finally  acted  upon,  are 
taken  op  at  thie  session,  and  acted  on  in  the  order 
in  which  they  stand  on  the  roll  of  orders  of  the 
day.] 

Mr.  Colobk  presented  a  memorial  of  Lawrence 
Kearney,  eomaiaDder  of  the  United  States  brig 
of  war  <«  Enterprise."  on  behalf  of  himself,  the 
officers,  and  erew,  ot  said  brig,  setting  forth,  th«f , 
in  execution  of  the  orders  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, be  captured  in  the  month  of  October,  1821, 
five  piratical  veuela,  with  two  of  their  prizes; 
that  he  destroyed  two  of  the  piratical  vessels,  and 
with  the  remaiDing  three  and  the  two  prizes  ar- 
rived in  the  port  of  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina, 
where  the  former  were  libelled  for  condemnation, 
and  the  latter  for  salvage ;  that  the  condemnation 
took  place,  and  the  claim  for  salvage  was  allowed, 
bat  that  the  costs  of  prosecution  were  so  enormous 
as  to  amount  to  upwards  of  seven  hundred  dollars 
more  than  was  received  for  the  sale  of  the  prizes, 
which  deficiency  he  has  been  compelled  to  pay ; 
and  that  the  costs  of  prosecuting  the  claim  for 
salvage  amount  to  alniost  as  much  as  the  proceeds 


of  said  claim,  leaving  but  a  small  balance  to  be 
distributed  amouff  his  crew  as  prize-money ;  that 
the  merchandise  libelled  for  salvage  paid  upwards 
of  nine  thousand  dollars  duties  into  the  Treasury, 
and  praying  that  such  part  of  said  duties  may  be 
reAinded  as  will  make  a  reasonable  compensation 
to  himself,  his  ofilcers,  and  crew,  for  the  risk  and 
trouble  they  have  had  in  the  capture  aforesaid.-^ 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affidrs. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  who  were  instructed,  on  the  6th  instant, 
"  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  continuing  for 
a  further  time  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  extend 
the  time  for  locating  Virginia  military  land  war- 
rants, and  returning  surveys  thereon  to  the  General 
Land  Office,'*  and  to  whom  was  also  referred  the 

Stttions  of  Robert  Wilkins,  Peter  Faulkner,  John 
ill,  ir.,  and  of  the  heirs  of  William  Smith,  de- 
ceasedf,  r€!ported  a  bill,  extending  the  time  for 
locating  Virginia  military  land  warranta,  and  re- 
turning surveys  thereon  to  the  Gteneral  Land 
Office ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
John  Jenkins,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  EusTiB,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  continue  the  present 
mode  of  supplying  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
(that  is^  the  Commisrariat  system;)  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  EnsTis,  from  the  same  committee,  by  order 
thereof,  reported  the  following  resolution,  via : 

Resoived,  That  tho  President  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  hereby  is,  requested  to  cause  a  sorvey  to  be 
made  of  the  bay  and  river  Penobscot ;  and  to  deter- 
mine on  the  expedieney  of  constructing  a  batteiy  or 
other  fortifieetion  in  or  near  the  town  of  Pfospect,  on 
the  west  skle  of  Penobscot  river,  and  in  case  each  for- 
tification shall  be  jadged  necessary,  to  cause  a  plan 
thereof,  together  with  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of 
erecting  the  same,  to  be  laid  before  Congress  at  their 
next  session* 

The  resolution  was  read,  and,  on  the  question 
to  concur  with  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
therein,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Speaker  communicated  to  the  House  the 
following  letter,  to  wit : 

WASHiKOTOir,  Dec.  17,  1S22. 

8iB  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have 
been  appointed  a  Senator  to  represent  the  State  of 
Maryland  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  in 
consequence  do  resign  my  seat  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives.   I  have  the  tionor  to  be,  dec. 

S.  SMH'H. 
Hon.  PaiLiF  P.  Babbotb, 

Speaker  of  the  Home  of  Reps, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  do  lie  on  the  table, 
and  that  the  Speaker  of  this  House  be  directed  to 
communicate  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Smith  to  the 
(Governor  of  the  State  of  Maryland. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to 
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inquire  into  the  expediency  of  renewing  a  law, 
granting  a  pre-emption  of  back  lands  in  Louisiana, 
which  expired  in  May  last. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  an  appropriation  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  holding  a  treaty  with  the  Cherokee 
nation  of  Indians,  for  ue  purpose  of  extinguisbinff 
their  claim  to  land  within  the  limits  of  North 
Carolina. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  clothing  the  militia  of 
the  United  States  when  in  actual  service,  was 
read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

ORDNANCE  EXPENDITURES. 

The  House  took  up  the  resolution  yesterday 
moved  by  Mr.  Cooke,  calling  upon  the  President 
to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  House  a  particular 
statement  of  ordnance  expenditures,  dbc.  Mr.  C. 
modified  his  motion  so  as  to  require  in  addition  a 
statement  of  the  whole  amount  of  ordnance  of 
every  description  now  belonging  to  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Cocke  said  he  wanted  to  know  what  the 
ordnance  of  the  United  States  consisted  of,  at  the 
close  of  the  late  war,  and  what  it  was  now.  It 
would  be  recollected,  he  said,  that  at  the  last  ses- 
sion a  counterpart  of  his  resolution  had  been  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  received  its  sanction. 
After  an  interval  of  some  months,  during  which 
the  information  might  have  been  obtained,  the 
House  was  told  that  the  information  could  not  be 
furnished  at  that  session.  The  object  which  Mr. 
C.  had  was  to  bring  this  motion  before  the  Ad- 
ministration at  as  early  a  period  as  possible  in  the 
present  session,  that  an  answer  might  be  obtained 
to  it.  Mr.  C.  said,  it  was  well  known  that,  every 
year,  large  sums  of  money  are  appropriated  for 
the  Ordnance  department.  How  that  money  was 
disposed  of  he  should  like  to  know.  One  circum- 
stance, however,  forced  itself  on  the  mind ;  that, 
after  several  months'  notice  being .  given  at  a  pre^ 
vious  session,  all  the  answer  given  to  the  House 
was  that  the  required  information  could  not  be 
furnished.  The  conclusion,  to  his  mind,  was,  that 
that  department  was,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  a  little 
deranged. 

The  resolve  of  Mr.  Cockb  was  then  agreed  to, 
without  objection. 

DISBURSEMENT  OF  PUBLIC  MONET. 

The  engrossed  bill  "concerning  the  disburse- 
ment of  public  moneys,"  (forbidding  advances  on 
contracts)  was  read  a  third  time^  and  the  ques- 
tion being  "Shall  the  bill  pass  ?" 

Mr.  Newton,  of  Virginia,  said,  he  was  opposed 
to  the  bill,  for  reasons  which  he  would  briefly 
state.  The  present  system  had  been  in  operation 
for  two  and  thirty  years,  and  had  been  amended, 
from  time  to  time,  until  it  had  been  made  such  as 
to  compel  those  wno  had  the  disbursement  of  pub- 
lie  money  to  account  for  it  promptly.  He  be- 
lieved, he  said,  notwithstanding  a  considerable 
noise  had  been  made  about  the  loss  of  public 
money  in  its  collection  and  disbursement,  it  would 


be  found,  when  the  subject  was  fairly  considered, 
and  all  the  facu  fully  known,  that  the  total 
amount  of  losses,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
Qovernment,  would  not  amount  to  more  than 
about  two  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars,    la  tlie 
port  of  New  York,  in  which  most  of  the  duties 
on  imports  were  collected,  he  did  not  know  that 
the  total  loss  would  amount  to  $600,000.    Mr.  N. 
was  satisfied,  he  said,  that  the  GoTernment  is  00- 
ing  on  extremely  well ;  that  the  accounting  om* 
cers  are  extremely  vigilant  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duty;  that  all  those  into  whose  hands  the 
public  money  goes,  are  called  strictly  to  account 
for  its  expenditure.    Why,  then,  he  asked,  {ass 
new  laws  upon  the  subject  ?    Things  are  going 
on  very  well ;  let  us  be  satisfied  with  them  as  they 
are.    Mr.  N.  said  he  believed  that  the  greatest 
curse  which  could  befall  a  republican  people  was 
the  multiplication  of  unnece^arv  laws.    Besidei 
this  general  objection*  however,  he  had  other  seii- 
ous  objections  to  this  bill.    The  bill  provides  that 
no  money  shall  be  advanced  to  contractors  but  for 
articles  uimished,  the  value  of  which  shall  be  as- 
certained, and    for   services   actually  rendered. 
Then  comes  a  proviso,  authorizing  the  ofi&cersof 
Government  to  make  advances  when  they  think 
them  necessary  to  the  public  service.     Thujs  Mr. 
N.  said,  the  proviso  neutralizes  the  enactment  of 
the  bill,  and  leaves  things  exactly  as  they  now  are. 
But  suppose  it  does  not  leave  things  as  they  are. 
By  excluding  advances  you  put  an  end  at  once  to 
competition,  bv  whicii  the  public  interest  is  so 
mucn  consulted.    Your  most  valuable  citizens  are 
at  once  excluded  from  en^agingin  the  business  of 
supply  for  the  puhlic  service.    The  wealth  of  the 
mechanics  of  tne  United  States,  Mr.  N.  said,  con- 
sists in  their  honesty  and  their  enterprise ;  thef 
have  no  other  capitaJ.    They  cannot  make  con- 
tracts, if  you  forbid  advances  to  them.    By  doing 
so,  you  throw  the  business  of  contracts  into  the 
hands  of  a  few  men  who  have  capitaL  and  who 
will  make  the  Government  pav  as  high,  as  possi- 
ble for  that  they  furnish.    So  iar  from  producing 
the  delightful  system  of  economy  which  the  sop* 
porters  of  the  bill  ioiagine,  it  will  produce  the  op- 
posite effect,  of  prodigality, and,  in  addition,  will  be 
a  proscription  of  a  large  class  of^our  fellow-citizens. 
Tnis,  however,  was  not  his  only  objection  to  the 
bill.    This  House,  he  said,  was  the  Grand  Inquest 
of  the  nation,  whose  business  it  was  to  arrest  and 
punish  usurpations  of  power.    But  the  House  was 
about  itself  to  usurp  power,  in  dismissina:  ipersona 
from  public  offices  by  law,  (on  their  failure  peri- 
odically to  settle  their  accounts,  dbc.)    This,  Mr. 
N.  said,  was  an  Executive  power ;  it  was  one  of 
the  prerogatives  of  the  President.    If  he  do  not  do 
his  duty  in  removing  from  oflOk^  those  who  may 
neglect  their  duty,  he  is  amenable  to  this  Hoi^ 
for  his  misconduct.    For  these,  and  other,  reasons, 
which  he  would  not  fatigue  the  House  by  stating, 
Mr.  N.  believed  that  the  bill  was  unnecessary  and 
ought  not  to  pass,  and  should  give  it  his  decided 
negative. 

Mr.  Babsett  said  that  to  the  whole  of  the  ob- 
jections adduced  by  his  colleague  to  this  bill,  it 
would  be  a  sufficient  answer,  perhaps,  that  the 
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present  pmetiee  in  the  Gtorernment  approtehed 
as  Dearly  as  possible  to  the  system  proposed  in 
this  bill.  If  his  argaments,  therefore,  were  well 
founded,  they  formra  no  objection  to  the  bill ;  in- 
asmuch as,  that  what  was  now  practice  in  the 
Goremment  could  not  be  worse  ir  it  were  made 
law.  Mr.  B.  r^erred  to  the  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  yesterday  read  to  the  House,  from 
which  it  appeared  that  that  Department  had  found 
it  necessary  to  bring  the  public  business  as  nearlv 
as  possible  to  the  system  proposed  by  this  bill. 
Mr.  B.  had  further  understood,  in  conversation 
with  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  it  was  desirable 
that  the  system  now  established  in  practice  should 
he  fixed  and  made  permanent  by  a  legislatiye  act ; 
because  erery  new  officer  coming  into  the  Qor- 
emmeot,  unapprized  and  unacquainted  with  the 
difficulties  of  this  sort  which  he  would  hare  to 
encounter  under  the  former  system  of  advances, 
ftc.  was  thrown,  before  he  knew  it,  into  the  very 
Tortex  of  them.  Was  not  this,  Mr.  B.  asked,  a 
demonstrable  argument  in  favor  of  this  bill  and 

S^inst  his  colleague?  Mr.  B.  quoted  the  late 
essa^e  of  the  President,  to  show  the  quantities 
of  puUic  money  which  were  at  one  time  in  the 
hands  of  public  agents.  Are  the  moneys  of  the 
country,  said  he,  to  be  thus  thrown  abroad,  sub- 
ject only  to  the  accountability  of  individuals? 
Was  this  necessary  ?  Could  not  Government  be 
supported  but  on  principles  fraught  with  destruc- 
tion to  the  public  interest  ?  And  if  there  be  an 
indiridual  who  is  benefited  by  profligacy  in  the 
public  expenditure,  is  that  a  reason  why  this  bill 
should  not  pass  ?  Mr.  B.  said  he  knew  his  col- 
league too  well  to  suppose  that  he  would  support 
the  principle  that  any  individual  in  the  Govern- 
ment, let  his  situation  be  what  it  will,  is  to  be 
sustained  at  the  public  expense.  Mr.  B.  defended 
the  bill  from  the  charge  of  partiality.  The  causes 
of  discrimination  between  persons  seeking  con- 
tracts are,  said  Mr.  B.,  beyond  our  control.  Did 
tbe  gentleman  suppose  the  Government  was  to 
make  contracts  with  persons  who  are  paupers,  and 
put  large  suueis  into  their  hands,  relying  upon 
their  accountability  ?  The  gentleman  would  be 
himself  one  of  the  first  to  blame  the  Government 
for  doing  so.  This  bill,  besides,  Mr.  B.  said, 
voold  save  the  public  money  from  beinj^  lost, 
and,  from  what  appeared  from  the  President's 
Message,  it  was  high  time  some  steps  were  taken 
to  prcTent  further  dilapidation  of  the  public  mo- 
ney. Mr.  B.  took  further  views  of  the  subject,  of 
the  same  import  with  the  preceding.  He  partic- 
Q^arljr  denied  that  the  bill  bore  on  the  less  weal- 
thy more  severely  than  on  others,  inasmuch  as 
their  eontracts,  he  urged,  would  give  them  credit 
for  as  much  money  as  was  necessary  to  enable 
them  to  comply  with  them.  And  with  regard  to 
usurpation,  which  had  been  charged  upon  the  bill, 
Mr.  B.  said  he  had  supposed  the  very  e&ence  of 
legttlation  to  be  to  lay  down  general  rules  undor 
vhich  those  who  perform  the  Executive  functions 
are  to  act.  If  the  Legislature  were  cut  off  from 
thn  anthority,  the  Executive  was  supreme  as  to 
erery  thing  relating  to  puUic  offices,  and  no  act 
of  Congress  could  affect  him,  which  was  a  doc- 


trine which  he  presumed  the  House  would  not 
sustain,  dbc. 

Mr.  Wright  delivered  his  opinions  a^inst  the 
bill,  for  a  variety  of  reasons,  some  of  which,  from 
his  distance,  escaped  the  reporter.  He  said,  how- 
ever, that  on  inquiry  it  would  be  found  that,  in  a 
variety  of  cases  of  contract  for  timber,  the  Navy 
Denartment  had  been  obliged  to  advance  money, 
in  defiance  of  a  desire  to  do  otherwise,  before  the 
contracts  could  be  complied  with.  In  some  in- 
stances, b^  accident,  persons  willing  to  contract 
might  be  foimd  in  a  different  station,  but  it  was  so 
rare  as  only  by  an  exception  to  prove  the  rule, 
dbc.  Mr.  w.  concluded  nis  remarks  by  moving 
that  the  bill  lie  on  the  table. 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  it  was  passed,  by  a  large  majority, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

GEORGIA  AND  THE  UNITED  8TATE8. 

The  House,  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  on  the  resolutions  respecting  the  articles 
of  cession  and  agreement  between  the  United 
States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  as  affected  by 
the  Creek  and  Cherokee  treaties. 

The  resolutions  are  in  the  following  words: 

Ruohtdby  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  B^eeentaHvee 
of  the  United  Staiee  of  Amenta  in  Congreee  aeeem- 
Siedi  That  so  much  of  the  above  treaties  as  pretends 
to  grant  to  the  Indiana  fee  simple  titles  to  lands  with- 
in tbe  limits  of  Georgia,  is  a  violation  of  the  sovereign 
righU  of  that  State. 

3.  Reeohedf  That  so  much  of  the  said  treaties  as 
purports  to  grant  to  the  Indians  the  rights  of  cltisen- 
ahip,  is  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  Congress. 

3.  Resolved^  That  the  sum  of be  appropriated 

for  the  purpose  of  holding  treaties  with  the  Creek  and 
Cherokee  Indians,  for '  the  extinguishment  of  their 
title  to  lands  within  the  limits  of  Georgia. 

4.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  treaty,  made  the 
37th  of  February,  1819,  as  directs  a  large  portion  of 
the  public  lands  to  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  to  be 
vested  in  some  public  stock,  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  be  disposed  of  by  him  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Cherokee  Indians,  does  not  aceord  with 
the  general  policy  of  this  Government,  and  the  power 
of  Congress  over  the  public  property  in  the  united 
States. 

Mr.  Tattnall,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  strike  out 
tbe  first  three  of  these  resolutions,  and  insert  in 
lieu  thereof  the  following : 

1.  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Repreeenta- 
Hvee  of  the  United  Slates  of  America  in  Cor^ess  as- 
sembkd.  That  so  much  of  the  several  treaties,  made 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Creek  and  Chero- 
kee Indians,  as  provides  for  reserves  to  the  Indians, 
of  lands  in  fee  simple,  within  the  territory  ceded  to 
Georgia,  is  calculated  to  interfere  with  the  sovereign 
rights  of  that  State,  and  is  in  direct  violation  of  the 
*'  articles  of  agreement  and  cession  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,"  concluded  on 
the  34th  of  April,  1803. 

3.  Resolved^  That  it  is  expedient  and  proper  that 
an  appropriation  be  made  by  Congress,  of  a  sum,  ad* 
equate  to  the  extinction  of  the  Indian  title,  to  the 
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**  reienrcs"  embnced  within  the  treaties  shove  refer- 
red to. 

Mr.  Tatthall  said  it  was  not  ius  intention, 
nor  did  he  helieve  it  was  that  of  his  ooileaf^esy  to 
detain  the  attention  of  this  House  hy  remarks 
upon  this  subject.  It  had  been  so  fully  discussed 
at  the  last  session  by  one  of  his  colioiffues,  and 
the  views  which  he  had  taken  of  it  had  been  so 
decidedly  supported  by  the  vote  of  this  House 
makinff  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  rderred 
to  in  the  third  resolution,  he  shooid  say  no  mofe 
on  the  subject  now,  than  that  the  resolutions  now 
submitted  were  a  mere  modification  of  those  for 
which  he  proposed  to  substitute  them.  The  only 
subject  involved  was  that  of  the  lands  reserved 
to  the  Indians  in  fee  simple.  It  would  be  remem- 
bered by  all,  that,  bv  the  articles  of  cession  and 
agreement  of  1802,  between  the  United  States 
and  Georgia,  it  became  obligatory  on  the  United 
States  to  extinguish  the  fee  simple,  as  well  as  the 
national  rights  of  the  Indians.  Through  the  in- 
advertence of  those  who  were  authorized  to  make 
the  treaties  in  question,  or  from  some  c^er  cause, 
among  other  provisions,  certain  reserves  in  fee 
simple  were  made  to  particular  Indians.  The 
consequence  of  this  was,  a  state  of  things  per- 
fectly unparalleled.  For  it  was  a  fact  that  it  was 
now  a  question  agjitated  in  the  courts  of  Georgia 
whether  there  existed  over  those  reservations,  at 
this  moment,  any  national  jurisdiction  whatso- 
ever. According  to  his  view  of  the  matter,  Mr. 
T.  said,  these  spots  are  not  at  present  sul^t  to 
any  national  jurisdiction  whatsoever.  These  rcs^ 
olutions  called  upon  the  House  simply  to  enforce 
the  agreement  between  the  United  States  and 
Greorgia — to  recognise  the  principle  that  an  ap- 
l^priation  ought  to  be  made  for  this  purpose. 
The  amount  of  it  would  be  a  matter  to  be  settled 
by  the  Committee  of  Way^  and  Means. 

Mr.  Wood  pofessed  himself  to  be  in  want  of 
some  further  information  than  he  now  had  on 
this  subject.  He  wished  to  know  what  was  the 
amount  involved  in  these  reservations,  &c.  He 
suggested,  also,  that,  as  the  first  resolution  was 
oaerely  an  abstract  declaration,  which  could  have 
no  legal  efiect,  it  was  calculated  to  embarrass  the 
House  without  any  correspondent  advantage  to 
the  State  of  Qeorgu,  dx.  Mr.  W.  concluded  by 
moving,  in  order  to  allow  further  time  to  examine 
the  subject,  that  the  Committee  now  rise  and  have 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Tattnall  said  he  was  not  tenacious  as  to 
the  first  resolution.  But,  when  money  was  asked 
to  be  apprc^riated,  there  appeared  to  be  a  pro- 
priety in  stating  the  grounds  of  the  appropriation, 
but,  said  he,  give  us  the  money,  if  the  House 
choose,  and  we  will  relinquish  the  declarations. 
Give  us  justice,  and  we  care  nothing  about  reso- 
lutions. Mr.  T.  said  he  had  no  objection  to  giving 
further  time  for  consideration,  being  well  assured 
that,  when  well  understood,  these  resolutions 
would  not  meet  with  the  least  o^ection. 

The  Committee  then  rose^  reported  progress, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  agam  upon  the  subject. 

The  bill  to  authorize  certain  persons  in  Mis- 
souri to  try  the  titles  to  their  lands,  was  next  in 


order,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ramkim,  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  Public  TaujI* 

OCCUPATION  OF  COLUMBIA  RIVER. 

The  next  bill  in  order  was  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  occupation  of  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia 
river,  and  the  House  went  into  a  Conu&ittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  sul^ect. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ftovit,  the  blank  foi  the 
number  of  miles  square  to  which  the  Indian  title 
is  to  be  extinguished  was  filled  with  thirty  j  aad 
the  blank  for  the  number  of  acces  to  be  allowed 
to  each  actual  settler  who  is  the  head  of  a  family 
was  filled  with  three  hundred  and  tveaty. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Wriobt  that  the 
word  "occupy^'  did  not  seem  to  him  fvopei  to 
apply  to  the  settlement  of  a  territory  already  ours, 

Mr.  Floyd  thought  the  word  proper  as  unpijr* 
ing  military  occupation,  but,  to  accommodate  the 
views  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  mor«d 
to  insert  the  words  "  with  a  military  force*'  after 
the  word  '^  occupy." 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Floto,  the  blanks  in  the  bill 
were  filled;  respecting  which  there  was  no  coo- 
test,  except  as  to  the  one  which  fixes  the  saUiy 
of  the  Governor  of  the  proposed  Territory  of 
Oregon. 

Mx.  Floyd  moved  $3,000 ;  Mr.MoCoY  $2,000; 
and  Mr.  Coldsn  $5,000. 

Mr.  Colden  supported  his  motion  bv  a  varietjr 
of  pertinent  arffuments,  derived  from  the  peculiar 
importanceand  seclusion  of  this  trust  j  to  which 
Mr.  Floyo  did  not  so  much  object  as  appreheaii 
an  agreement  to  it  might  make  others  anfrieodly 
to  the  bill. 

The  sum  moved  by  Mr.  Floyd  was  finallf 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  bavins  been  gone  through — 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  said  that  after 
the  labor  which  had  been  bestowed  upon  this  sub- 
ject by  the  Committee  on  the  Occupation  of  the 
Columbia  River,  aad  the  long  report  which  they 
had  presoited  to  the  House,  it  could  not  be  ex- 
peetM  that  he  should  say  much  that  was  new  or 
mteresting  in  support  of  the  bill :  all  that  he  de- 
sired was  to  claim  the  indulgence  of  the  Hoose  for 
a  short  time,  until  he  offeiid  a  few  facts  which 
were  in  his  possession,  and  such  reflections  as  had 
presented  themselves  in  support  of  the  measure. 

I  know,  said  Mr.  F.,  that  much  has  been  said 
relative  to  the  occupation  of  the  Columbia,  or 
Oregon,  and  that  the  measure  has  been  by  some 
called  taneiful,  and  I  a  bold  projector;  against 
which  in  the  outset  I  must  protest,  as  I  have  al- 
ways conceived  personsof  that  character  to  be  often 
governed  by  motives  other  than  the  good  of  their 
country,  though  the  nation  mav  sometimes  even 
be  benefited  by  them.  I  hope,  however,  to  show 
in  this  that  benefits  will  result  to  the  public  ;  and 
at  most  it  is  only  acting  promptly,  tipon  preciselr 
the  same  principle  which  has  directed  the  pro^ree 
of  population  from  the  moment  the  English  first 
landed  in  Virginia,  until  it  has  penetrated  ikr  into 
the  bosom  of  me  forest.  I  will,  in  the  first  place. 
notice  its  course. 
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The  fint  charter  mnted  to  Virgiaia,  by  Kine 
James  tbe  First  of  England,  bears  date  tbe  10t£ 
of  Aprii,  1606)  which  limits  the  settlements  to  one 
httiuired  miles.  In  bis  subsequent  charters  the^ 
bouidBry  is  extended.  Bat,  some  time  after  that,* 
the  aothority  of  the  Crown  was  used  to  prevent 
8Qf  settlement  west  of  the  Alkghanv  mountain ; 
which  proved  to  be  altogether  a  fruitless  attempt, 
as  (to  use  the  words  of  the  celebrated  Voltaire; 
^'the  ball  of  empire  was  rolling  to  the  West  ;^'  no 
power  o(  Government  ooold  resist  its  progress. 

Te&aeasee,  I  believe,  was  settled  oontrary  to  the 
commaad  of  Gowmment ;  and  Goremor  Sevier, 
a  geotleman  of  great  eaterpri6e,^igh  integrity  and 
h^r,  was  even  outlawed  for  having  the  temer- 
ity to  fo  beyond  the  limits  assigned  to  the  people 
by  their  Governmeat.  I  do  not  profess  to  b«  well 
acqoaiDted  with  the  history  of  that  State,  bat  I 
see  eooQgh  of  her  intelligent  members  to  correct 
me  if  I  am  in  an  error. 

Kentucky,  it  is  true,  was  afterwards  settled  by 
Virginia,  but  her  citizens  occupied  the  country  at 
their  own  hazard,  nuuntained  it  by  their  own 
wars,  and  broaght  it  to  its  present  state  of  gran- 
deur and  improvement.  A  more  recent  example 
is  afforded  us  in  the  settlement  of  Boon's  LicK — 
the  finest,  fairest,  and  most  fertile  part  of  the  State 
of  Missouri.  Individual  enterprise  sought  that 
country,  and  occupied  it  contrary  to  the  wishes 
aod  authority  of  tbb  Government.  Of  this  fact 
I  have  not  the  proof,  but  have  not  heard  the  charge 
denied.  Thus  it  is  with  those  who  hold  auUior- 
ity,  whether  Repablican,  Imperial,  or  Royal ;  all 
lake  upon  theniselves  the  exclusive  privilege  of 
ihinkin^for  the  people ;  of  checking  the  progress  of 
popolatioD  in  one  direction,  and  fixing  boundaries 
to  It  in  another,  beyond  which  they  are  not  permit- 
led  to  {MISS  ;^^«11  must  quadrate  wittk  tbe  kxeou- 
ure  notion  of  milimfy  defence.  This  disposition 
of  Government  checked,  but  the  flood  rolled  slowly 
onward— '^  the  bail  of  empire"  is  indeed  ''  rolling 
to  the  West" 

In  the  year  1755  the  population  of  Vir^nia  had 
spnad  three  hundred  miles  into  the  interior  of  the 
5<»utrj,'compfising  A  period  of  one  hundred  and 
tortynitBe  years.  From  the  year  1765  to  the  year 
1779,  owing  perhaps  to  the  war,  no  great  change 
was  Tisible  in  the  Western  frontier.  At  this  pe- 
riod the  Western  country  began  to  be  inhabited ; 
and  down  to  the  year  1822.  comprising  a  period 
of  forty-three  years,  we  find  that  the  population 
has  spread  over  the  country  to  the  distance  of  one 
thouaaad  aod  fbrty-K>ne  miles.  The  war  of  the 
Evolution  put  power  into  the  hands  of  the  peo- 
ple; they  were  not  disposed  to  be  kept  cramped 
00  steiile  soil,  because  the  military  aspect  of  the 
country  would  better  please  the  notions  of  their  op- 
pressors. Every  man  bad  a  right,  by  our  principles, 
to  '*seek  his  own  happiness  in  his  own  way;"  and 
the  Qiandatea  which  would  have  kept  Boon's  Lick 
a  wilderness  were  disregarded.  This  short  space 
of  time  is  less  than  the  life  of  many  individuals 
10  this  House.  This  is  not  ^'  a  tale  of  the  times 
of  old  f  it  has  taken  place  in  our  own  day.  There 
are  strong  proofs  that  tbe  people  perceive  their 
own  interests  long  before  the  Government  can  be 


prevailed  upon  to  relinquish  to  them  the  privikfe 
of  acting. 

The  settlement  on  the  Oregon,  as  contemplated 
by  this  bill,  connecting  the  trade  of  that  river  and 
coast  with  the  Missouri  and  the  Missisaippi,  is  Id 
open  a  mine  of  wealth  to  the  shipping  interests 
and  the  Western  countrv,  suri^assing  the  hopes 
even  of  avarice  itself.  It  consists  principally  of 
things  which  will  purchase  the  manufactures  and 
products  of  China  at  a  better  profit  than  gold  and 
silver ;  and  if  that  attention  is  bestowed  upon  the 
country  to  which  its  value  and  position  entitle  it, 
it  will  yield  a  profit,  producing  more  wealth  to 
the  nation  than  all  the  shipments  which  have  ever 
in  any  one  year  been  DMde  to  Canton  from  the 
United  States.  i 

These  three  maffnifioent  rivers  r^l^^^racttof 
country  where  the  best  furs  in  Am^kS^^^^^ 
of  three  tlmusand  miles  in  extent,  spr^^  "^  ^  ^"^  ^  ^ 
the  fbrty-second  to  the  forty-ninth  ^gj^^  gS^  §  *^  B^ 
latitude.    But  as  the  convention  of  l>d,  ^  ^  ^  "^  .  S  ^ 
tered  into  on  the  20th  October,  1818,  dthat  YJ^.'S  §^^ 
tend  beyond  the  Rocky  mountain,  the  el^l  skins.?  ^;?i^" 
United  States  is  believed  to  be  much  ^tered  at  '^  a 

that  side,  comprehending  the  most  valui|268  tons, 
mines  on  the  Continent — so  pure  that  ^fal  value 
form  their  utensils  and  their  omameotsich,  there 
out  difficulty,  aod  it  is  to  be  had  in  prog)  qaick- 
danoe.  \  season 

Most  of  the  hunting  ground  on  the  Mistfts  and 
been  for  a  long  time  in  the  iiands  of  the\  seal, 
Naders;  and,  until  within  a  few  years,  that  okip 
Mississippi  was  in  the  same  condition,  and  so  Ifi 
tirely  have  they  been  convinced  of  its  importance^ . 
that  no  expedient  was  left  untried  to  secure  the  "--^_^ 
prize.  They  have  advanced  far  into  the  interior, 
to  make  their  estaUisbmeot,  and  resorted  to  eterv 
means  in  their  power  to  impress  tbe  Indians  with 
unfavorable  opmions  in  relation  to  the  United 
States,  which  the  paltry  peddline  factory  system, 
with  all  its  knavery  was  well  caiculated  to  fix  on 
their  minds.  Under  all  the  disadvantages  which 
the  American  trader  had  to  labor,  encountering 
the  hostility  of  the  English,  and  still  greater  hge- 
tility  of  our  factory  system,  there  was  produced 
from  tbe  Mississippi  trade  with  the  Indians,  aboot 
two  hundred  and  nfty  thousand  dollars  annually ; 
and  from  the  Missouri  below  the  Mandan  villages, 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  doUara  a 
year.  The  capital  whic h  produced  this  result  was 
small,  and  composed  of  things  of  little  value :  by 
opening  too,  a  trade,  far  into  the  interior,  con- 
ducted by  enterprising  individuals,  yea  produce  a 
corresponding  influence,  which  will  strongly  tend 
to  preserve  the  peace  and  good  understanding 
which  now  exists  with  the  Indians.  They  are  a 
proud  high  spirited  people :  when  once  deceived 
are  rarely  reconciled ;  but  as  the  trader's  safety, 
his  life,  and  bis  hope  of  ^ain,  and  prospect  of  suc- 
cess, depends  upon  his  influence  with  them,  and 
the  existence  and  continuance  of  peace,  you  have 
the  strongest  possible  assurance  from  him,  to  cul- 
tivate a  good  understanding  with  them :  and  in 
this  way  you  will  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiees 
more  effectually  than  by  all  the  laws  you  can  pass : 
In  war  the  trader  is  always  plundered,  and  muf- 
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dered :  ihe  more  wfsltb  he  has,  the  lew  his  chance 

of  eacape.  ! 

I  will,  Mr.  CbairmHD,  in  ihia  place,  take  some  I 
nolice  of  the  value  of  this  trade  in  the  hands  of 
the  English,  when  it  hsB  been  encouraged  and  at- 
tended to — what  a  contraMl  with  tbe  finest  riven 
in  America,  and  almost  all  the  fur  districts,  we 
kmve  reaped  bat  a  Ecsnty  benefit  from  a  trade,  ca- 
poUeoF  enrkl.W.2  :iii  empire.  Whilst  ours  has  1 
yielded  us  only  thr<'>'  liDndred  and  seventy  thou- 
sand dollars  anntinlh  :  theirs  has  amounted  to  mil- 
lions ^r  e«pori.  In  ilieyev  1803,  there  were  ei- 
poried  'iroTO  Qufii"'-  jlooe,  tbe  skins  of  650,789 

5 Badrupelfc,  93,778  n!  which  were  of  the  beaver. 
L  resppctaiile  an  J  m  ii  I  ligent  halter  of  Washington 
Cii)fgive"ihet"ollo«iiie  as  the  price  here:  Beaver, 
first  qiJ#'Sr*'5  111  So  per  jHiund;  a  skin  will 
•weights"  r'lir''''-''"ii'i''»  of  ■  pound,  lo  one  pound 
•ndfeo™*;  mu.^kriii-  from  45  to  55  cts.  per  skin; 
:ff'-^^cls.  per -k  Ml.  For  the  year  1B20, 1  have 
|6  »I  njotice  taken  if  the  trade  of  Canada  by  a 


out." 

f^.erlenc^  popcr.  ii  L.-srs  all  the  marks  of 
*P  treali^^en,^  an,l  j  think,  may  be  safely  relied 
among  ol  maki^- ilil-  latement:  Notwithstanding 
simplp  wf  1  ,,„^,j,  ,  .,  of  („jp_  ,(,p  commerce  of 
cu[i-i.-ij-^i  '"ii.i.l  ,  ...I.,  LO  be  prosperous,  and,  from 
I'eclly  un[^pgf[g  j^j  imports  for  ine  year  1820,  we 
now  a  qu'i^e  colony  is  gradually  becoming  a  very 
whether  ,(  ^^^  valuable  addition  to  the  British 
thw  mo-  Id  the  last  year  585  veasels,  147,764  Ions, 
"^*  .,767  men,  entered  the  port  of  Cluebec^  bring- 
^^ine  and  spirituous  liquors,  sugar,  cofiee,  and 
58Dacco,  with  other  articles,  amonnting  to  1,165,- 
y'mS  pounds,  Halifax  currencv,  four  dollars  to  the 
■^  pound :  exporting  timber  of  bII  kinds,  ashes,  grain, 
fish-oil,  furs,  peltries,  Ac.,  to  tbe  amount  ol  £790,- 
521,  exclUHive  of  the  furs  and  peltries,  which  is  es- 
timated at  one  million  of  dollars.  This  year  there 
was  exported  106,517  martin  skins,  57,192  beaver, 
36,115  muskrat,  with  various  other  skins,  beaides 
casks  and  k^s  of  casiorum.  For  the  year  1821, 1 
hold  in  my  band  an  official  statement  of  the  im- 
ports and  exports  of  Q,uebec.  In  that  year  there 
were  exported  the  Hkins  of  1&4,330  quadrupeds,  of 
which  there  were  75,562  martins,  which,  I  am  in- 
formed, were  worth  at  a  low  estimate,  8188,305; 
there  were  also  56,080  beaver  skias.  For  this  offi- 
cial paper,  I  am  indebted  to  tbe  kindness  of  a  gen- 
tleman whose  integrity,  personal  worth,  and  sound 
anderstanding,  are  well  known  lo  this  House,  of 
which  he  was  lately  a  member.  I  allude  to  Mr. 
Ezra  Meecb,  of  Shelburn.  In  bis  letter  lo  me,  of 
the  SOth  of  January,  18S2.  he  makes  this  statement : 
"  The  exports  of  furs  is  about  one-half  less  in  1831 
'  than  in  1820.  Since  tbe  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
'  and  theNortbwest  have  united,  the  furs  are  mostly 
'  exported  from  Hudson's  Bay ;  in  future  nearly  the 
'  whole  will  go  from  that  place.  The  furs  cannot 
'  be  calculate  at  less,  from  both  places,  than  two 
'  millions  of  dollars  annnally." 

How  valuable,  then,  must  that  trade  be,  which 
can  export  to  theamouni  of  two  millions  ofdollaTS, 
aOer  supplying  all  Ihe  demands  at  home,  which, 
from  the  habits  of  tbe  people  and  the  length  ami 
feverity  of  their  Winters,  we  must  suppose  to  be 
very  great ! 


There  is,  in  contemplating  this  trade,  somethigi 
to  encourage  us,  but  much  to  humble  oarbouud 
spirit  of  enterprise.    We  have  no  export!  fron   ■ 
these  rivers  worth  recurring  to,  and  ibe  nipfl!   \ 
is  but  small  in  amoani  for  home  consnopiin 
Whilst  we  might  trade  through  long,  deepiiTm   { 
wiihoat  interruption  or  difficulty,  from  8t,  Looiy  | 
to  the  mouth  or  Oregon,  or  ColumlHa,  the  Briiiit   | 
take  their  eoodf  with  difficulty  through  mm 
than  sixty  Takes,   and   numerous   rivers.    The:: 
means  of  transportation  are  b«rk  canoes;  itidir 
ers  through  which  they  pan  are  intermpted  ia  ii 
least  a  hundred  {riaces  by  falls  and  rapids,  tail 
over  one  hundred  and  thirty  places  the  trader  titi 
to  carry  both  bis  canoe  and  cargo  on  hi:  biii 
Moreover,  it  is  three  years  before  their  compltu 
circle  of  trade  can  be  made :  whereas,  in  the  Usi- 
ted  States,  the  refulls  occur  from  The  Haj  of  w 

yiar  until  the  September  of  the  year  fdlowin; 
el  do  we  wonder  at  their  wealth,  and  mietii 
fancied  difficulties.  This  is  the  trade  I  would 
turn  to  the  Oregon,  and  from  the  mouth  t^ifiii 
river  make  tbe  shipments,  and  return  wiik  lb« 
rich  exchange  to  our  Atlantic  cities,  and  aft 
much  of  the  gold  and  silver  which  is  nowaiD^iii; 
in  Asia — according  to  the  opinion  of  some,  ofin 
to  return. 

I  think,  Mr.  Chairman,  1  shall  presently  beable 
to  show  that,  were  this  trade  cherished,  and  jmr- 
sued  in  connexion  with  our  whale  fisheries,  wt 
could  purchase  the  whole  supplies  of  the  Vaiiri 
Stales,  in  the  Canton  marker  without  carrjiig 
one  dollar  out  of  the  country.    Other  bendii  J 
would  be  gained  as  important  lo  tbe  Republic  ■■' 
Ibe  trade  itself.     This  would  become  the  schnot 
in  which  to  bring  up  our  seamen ;  and  every  rop 
age  would  add  many  to  the  list  of  sailors,  mdr. 
in  war,  to  defend  the  rights  of  the  nation :  a  sin^ 
voyage  into  those  seas  would  be  sofficienlloniib 
them  seamen ;  and,  in  any  future  emergency,  thry 
would  support  the  well-earned  character  of  Ae 
Navy.     It  was  these  hariU  sons  of  the  sea,  wtw    i 
had  been  nursed  in  ihe  fisheries  and  the  while 
trade,  who  first,  during  the  late  war,  shed  a  blirc    | 
of  glorf  over  the  arms  of  this  nation,  and  taaght   \ 
the  Bntish  lion  to  crouch  to  tbe  bannen  of  ifac    i 
Republic.  ' 

The  principal  part  of  the  whale  ships  are  owned  , 
in  New  Bedford  and  Nantucket ;  and  in  point  of  i 
reel  value,  is  second  alone  to  the  fur  iiade.  Hnr 
there  is  some  capital  vested  in  the  pnrcbaseofa 
ship,  which  is  ouen  from  three  to  five  hundred 
tons  burden,  and  of  the  best  workmanship;  the 
active  capital  is  the  labor  of  the  hands  ia  taking 
the  whale,  with  the  profit  they  make  on  ariicle 
of  hardware,  which  is  taken  on  board  to  trade 
with  the  Indians  on  our  western  coast;  the  remra 
is  great,  and  ought  to  be  considered  created  raibet 
than  the  gain  of  commerce. 

Formerly,  the  finest  wbales  were  taken  on  thf 
coast  of  South  America;  but  now,  the  fishing 
ground  is  off  the  Columbia  river.    At  Ibil  poiaL 
and  northward,  is  likewise  the  place  most  resorted    . 
to  fur  taking  the  sea  otter,  which  is  here  moM  I 
abundant,  and  of  the  finest  kind.    These  enter-  I 
prising  seamen  observed,  with  the  eyes  of  a  lynx. 
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all  tJK  areoaes  to  gaio,  and  hare  found  a  profit 
in  cDttiD^  timber  on  the  Colambia  rirer,  and 
shipping  it  to  Chili  and  Peru.  This  trade,  at  no 
distutday,  is  destined  to  employ  many  individu- 
als, ud  to  contribute  largely  to  the  wealth  of  the 
Territory  of  Ore^gon. 

h  order  to  give  as  short  and  hastv  a  sketch  of 
tbewkle  trade  as  possible,  as  it  has  been  pursued 
f«  some  feaiB  on  that  coast,  I  will  only  recur  to 
ihenyages  made  in  the  years  1819  and  1920 :  the 
lataess  of  the  hour  will  induce  me  to  be  brief. 

Frnq  New  Bedford  there  sailed  this  year  fifteen 
siupssseren  brigs,  and  one  sloop;  they  numbered 
fire  tJKHiaand  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  tons, 
md  woe  navigated  by  four  hundred  and  sixteeii 
seaoeo.  One  cargo  of  sperm  oil,  in  this  year, 
amoQBtcd  tp  two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
siiff-foar  barreb ;  whale  oil  was  ahio  brought  in 
to  the  amount  of  one  thousand  seventy-two  bar- 
.'tis,  sperm  seven  hundred  and  thirty-three,  in 
tfioiher. 

From  Nantucket,  there  went  out  this  year,  sev- 
mj4iB  ships,  amocmting  to  eighteen  thousand 
«T»  hnndmi  and  sixty-fire  tons,  navigated  by 
roe  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifteen  seamen; 
seTea  brigs,  amounting  to  nine  hundred  and 
eigbtf-nine  tons,  having  on  board  one  hundred 
aod  three  seamen ;  two  schooners,  measuring  one 
Mred  and  seventy-two  tons,  with  twenty-ei^ht 
K^oKa;  and  one  sloop,  of  eighty-two  tons,  with 
f^neen  seamen;  —  making  eighty-five  vessels, 
tveatf  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-six 
toBs,aod  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty 
seiiBa.  Other  vessels,  I  am  informed,  have 
(T^  fear  been  added  to  the  number  of  those  en- 
P^  ia  that  trade.  One  brig  and  five  ships,  the 
1^  following,  followed  to  the  Pacific,  navigated 
^osehandred  and  fourteen  seaman;  and  we 
^Qoetioes  find  a  vessel  out  in  this  trade  three 
f«ars,  before  she  returns.  Why  is  it  not  cher- 
^"i  What  can  be  better  calculated  to  produce 


a  memorandum  which  I  hold  in  my 
^^i  presented  to  me  by  a  member  of  the  last 
^oB|ttts,  it  appears  that  Nantucket  is  believed  to 
^taterestcd  m  this  trade,  to  the  amount  of  four 
DuilioDs  of  dollars ;  and  New  Bedford  two  mil- 
^  ^  dollars.  This  trade,  it  will  be  remem- 
bered, employs  more  tonnage,  and  a  much  greater 
^^b  of  seamen,  than  the  Canton  trade,  which 
i^l  bem  so  ^nzed  by  the  rich  merchant. 
^  vill  ao^^  ^,  Chairman,  take  some  notice  of 
iS^  market,  where  we  procure  manv  of  our 
^PpiiK.  h  has  been  severely  remarked  uponj 
uiroafhepttbe  country,  more  particularly  b]r  those 
^^in  the  Europom  trade,  and  even  in  this 
^^00  very  favorable  impressions  of  it,  at  one 
r^>exuted.  But.  from  ausht  I  can  see,  it  is  a 
l!^  rather  to  be  cherished  than  deprecated ;  and 
^^^oas  not  yielded  us  all  we  wanted,  it  has  been 
^^^  to  the  manner  in  which  we  ourselves  have 
^fried  it  on.  I  hope  the  House  will  indulge  me 
l^tiort  time,  that  I  may  take  some  notice  of  the 
^^uoent  furnished  by  the  agent  of  the  United 
Jr^  ^t  Canton,  to   this  Government ;  it  is 


It  appears  from  this  paper,  that  the  trade  of 
China  has  fluctuated  very  considerably,  from  the 
season  of  1804~'5,  to  the  present  time,  owing,  no 
doubt,  to  the  various  causes  which  nave  influ- 
enced this  Government  during  that  period.    In 
the  course  of  that  year,  there  were  thirty-four  ves- 
sels, which  made  up  the  sum  of  10.159  tons;  they 
carried,  in  specie,  $2,902,000,  yet  the  total  amount 
of  value  that  year  entered  in  Canton,  was  $5,- 
555,818 ;  the  whole  of  which,  exclusive  of  tbue 
specie,  and  excepting  also  $1,080  in  ginseng,  was 
furs,  seal  skins,  ebony  and  sandal  wood,  making 
their  value  amount  to  $2^653,638.    In  the  season 
1805-'6,  the  result  is  different — ^forty-two  vessels 
entered  that  year,  making  the  number  of  tons 
12,480,  carrying  $4,176,000.    The  total  value  of 
the  trade  was,  that  year,  $5,326,358,  which  was 
produced  bv  the  furs,  seal  skins,  sandal  wood,  and  . 
ebony;  making  the  amount  $1,176,358;  but  in 
this  must  be  reckoned  1,334  peculs  of  ginseng,  102 
of  opium,  48  of  quicksilver,  140  of  lead,  346  of 
iron,  and  600  of  copper.    There  were  that  year 
sent  17,445  sea-otter  skins,  and  140,297  seal  skins. 
In  the  season  of  1806-7,  there  were  entered  at 
that  port,  thirty-«even  vessels,  making  11,268  tons. 
They  had  on  board  $2,895,000.    The  total  value 
of  trade  that  year,  was  $3,877,362 ;  of  which,  there 
was  about  the  same  proportion  of  ginseng,  quick- 
silver, iron,  lead,  &c.,  that  there  was  the  season 
before;  but  this  year  14,251  sea-otter  skins  and 
261,330  seal  skins;  this  would  make  the  furs,  seal, 
&c.,  amount,  this  year,  to  $981,362.    I  will  skip 
over  some  of  these  years,  and  present  to  the  House 
a  few  of  those  most  worthy  of  notice.    Here  is 
the  return  for  the  season  of  1808-'9;  this  year,  as 
our  difficulties  in  Europe  increased,  our  trade  de- 
clined, though  the  result  is  worthy  to  be  remarked. 
There  were  but  eight  vessels  entered  at  Canton, 
numbering  2,215  tons,  carrying  $70,000 ;  the  total 
amount  of  trade  that  year  was  $479,850;  the 
amount  this  year,  over  the  $70,000,  was  $409,850. 
This  amount  was  produced  by  7,944  sea-otter 
skins,  34,000  seal,  3,400  land  otter,  5,170  beaver, 
480  peculs  of  ebony,  2,050  of  coUon,  and  4,800 
peculs  of  sandal  wood. 

The  season  of  18]  1-'12  gives  this  result :  $1,- 
875,000  in  specie,  sent  to  that  market;  the  total 
amount  of  the  trade  was  $3,132,810;  consequently 
the  $1,257,810  was  made  up  of  furs,  seal  skins  and 
sandal  wood,  with  the  exception  of  1557  peculs  of 
ginseng,  200  of  opium,  29  of  quicksilver,  5,814  of 
iron,  and  2,798  of  copper. 

In  the  season  of  1812-'13  there  was  taken  to 
Canton  $616,000,  and  the  total  amount  of  trade 
that  season  was  $1,453,000,  made  up  of  furs,  seal 
skins,  and  sandal  wood,  with  the  exception  like- 
wise, of  250  peculs  of  ginseng,  100  of  opium,  and 
5,629  of  copper. 

During  the  whole  of  the  years  1813--'14j  and 
1814-'15,  there  was  not  one  dollar  sent  to  China — 
there  was.  with  the  exception  of  430  peculs  of  jgin- 
seng,  nothing  sent  but  furs,  sea-otter,  seals,  land 
otters,  fox,  beaver,  and  sandal  wood,  these  were 
taken  in  the  forest,  or  hewn  down  with  the  axe 
in  the  Sandwich  Islands,  yet  the  amount  is 
$451,500. 
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The  season  of  1815-'16  is  fiiTorable.    That  of  |rect,  navigated  %f  906  aeaaeD.     Prom  Stlen, 
1816-'17  gives  $3,609,600,  as  the  total  amount  of  i  two  vessels  cleared ;  one  touched  at  Bvrepe,  one 


trade,  though  there  was  of  this  94,545,000  in 
specie. 

The  season  of  1817-'18  gives  39  vessels,  14,325 
tons,  $5,601,000  in  specie;  the.  total  amoont  of 
tnde  that  year  was  87,076,228,  making  $2,675,828 
in  furs,  sandal  wood,  &c.,  with  1,601  peculs  of 
^seng,  448  of  opium,  105  of  steci,  lead,  qoick- 
silver,  iron,  copper,  nearly  in  the  same  pit^)or- 
tions. 

The  estimate  of  our  trade,  for  the  season  of 
1818-'19,  states  the  ankount  in  specie  to  be  $7,- 
414,000,  and  the  total  amount  $10,217,151,  of 
which  sum,  the  sandal  wood  forms  an  item  of 
$91,368,  sea-otter  tails  $10,136,  beaver  skins 
$70,065,  seal  $100,300.  sea-otter  $124,068,  besides 
all  other  furs,  &c.,  with  ginseng,  lead,  opium,  &c., 
which  forms  this  season  large  items  in  the  im- 
ports. 

In  the  season  1820-'21,  there  was  taken  to  Can- 
ton $2,995,000,  though  the  total  value  of  the  trade 
that  year  is  $5,392,795;  sandal  wood  this  year 
amounted  to  $67,133 ;  sea-otter  skins  to  $176,548 ; 
land  otter  to  $44,550;  beaver  $68,000,  and  sea- 
Otter  tails,  to  $14,422;  seals  $22,078,  &c.,  dbc. 

Having,  sir,  exhibited  this  view  of  the  subject 
to  the  House,  I  will  now  trespass  upon  their  time 
for  a  moment,  to  present  one  other  point  in  this 
trade,  which  will  place  the  whole  subject  in  such 
ajight,  that  I  hope  it  will  be  easily  understood. 
We  have  been  constantly  in  the  habit  of  exclaim- 
ing a^inst  the  Canton  trade,  as  ruinous  to  us,  as 
draining  the  country  of  its  specie,  without  once 
referring  to  the  indirect  trade,  by  which  manj  of 
the  dollars  here  exhibited  have  been  taken  from 
Europe,  and  the  Mediterranean.  During  the  sea- 
son of  1818-'19,  there  arrived  at  Canton  from  the 
United  States,  forty-six  vessels,  amounting  to. 
16,022  tons,  with  934  seamen.  From  Boston  there 
cleared  that  season  thirteen  vessels — four  touched 
at  Europe,  five  at  South  America  and  the  North- 
west coast,  four  went  direct,  employing  260  sea- 
men. From  Salem  three  cleared,  two  touched  at 
South  America  and  the  Northwest  coast,  one 
direct — ^69  seamen.  From  New  York,  seven  ves- 
sels cleared,  two  touched  at  Europe,  one  at  South 
America,  and  the  Pacific,  four  direct — 140  sea- 
men. From  Providence,  six  vessels  cleared,  five 
touched  at  Europe,  and  one  at  South  America 
and  the  Pacific — 132  seamen.  From  Philadel- 
phia, there  cleared  eleven  vessels,  two  by  Europe 
or  the  Mediterranean,  one  at  Sooth  America  and 
the  Pacific,  eight  direct — 199  seamen.  From  Bal- 
timore, two  vessels  cleared,  one  by  Enrope  or  the 
Mediterranean,  one  direct — with  47  seamen.  Am- 
sterdam, three  vessels,  two  touched  at  the  Medi- 
terranean, one  by  South  America  and  the  Pacific — 
57  seamen.  One  vessel  purchased  at  Whomford, 
with  30  seamen. 

In  the  season  of  1819-20,  there  arrived  at  Can- 
ton forty-three  vessels,  making  15,139  tons,  navi- 
gated by  829  seamen.  Eleven  cleared  at  Boston ; 
one  touched  at  Europe,  one  at  South  America, 
one  at  the  mouth  of  the  Oregon,  or  Columbia,  one 
at  the  Sandwich  Isles,  one  at  Batavia,  and  six  di- 


at  Manilla,  with  33  seamen.     From  New  Yak 
nine  vessels  cleared  ;  two  touched  at  Europe,  ok 
in  the  Pacific,  six  direct — 193  seamea.    Fnn 
Providence,  there  cleared  six  vessels;  two  toQefa(d 
at  Europe,  three  in  the  Pacific,  two  dinc(-S3 
seamen.     From  Philadelphia,  there  detied  ta 
vessels;  four  touched  at  ftorope,  one  in  the  Pa- 
cific, and  five  divect — ^navigated  bv  195  MaoMB. 
From    Marblehead,    there   clcarea  one  vessel; 
touched  at  Manilla — navigated  by  30  aesma. 
From  Newboryport,  one  venei,  touched  at  Bia- 
via — 15  seamen.  FromRocierdam,byPortimoodL  | 
having  24  seamen.     Valparaiso,  one  direct-^  • 
seamen.     Sooth  America,  one  tooched  at  tbe 
Sandwich  Isles — 20  aeamen. 

Daring  the  season  of  1820^1,  theve  arrived  at 
Canton  twenty-eight  American  vessels,  anoontiag 
to  9,387  tons,  conveying  $2,995,000.  From  Bo»- 
tnn,  six  cleared,  one  touched  at  Europe^  one  a: 
South  America,  and  four  at  Colamlaa  nveraod 
the  Pacific.  From  New  York,  four  eleued,  one 
touched  at  Java,  three  direct.  From  Salem,  two 
cleared,  touched  at  Sumatra.  From  Providence, 
six  cleared ;  foor  touched  at  Bwope  or  Jara,  two 
direct.  From  London,  firar  cleured,  direct  From 
Liverpool,  two,  touched  at  Sumatra.  Prom  Phil- 
adelphia, three  direct.  From  Gibraltar,  ooe; 
toucned  at  Sumatra. 

Such,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  the  aspect  of  oar  Cm* 
ton  trade,  and  in  all  instances  of «  vessel's  takin; 
any  other  course  than  the  direct  route,  it  has  bm  j 
for  the  purpose  of  exchanginj^  the  commoditifsof 
our  own  country  for  silver,  either  in  Enrope  or  ifl 
South  America,  or  by  obtaining  the  fiirs  of  the 
Northwest  Coast,  the  sandal  wood  of  tke  Ptctfic, 
for  the  products  of  the  United  States;  thence  to 
Canton,  and  return  with  the  richest  cargoes.  lo 
this  way  much  of  the  silver  which  is  entered  at 
Canton  is  obtained,  and  has  at  first  view  tke  ap- 
pearance of  having  been  taken  from  the  United 
States.  In  the  seasons,  for  aaatance,  of  1619  and 
1820,  the  schooner  Flying  Fish,  of  285  tons,  FiteJi< 
master,  belonging  to  a  company  of  niercbaBt.s 
cleared  fhNU  South  America,  touched  at  tbeSaod- 
wich  Isles,  probably  for  sandal  wood,  ctnied  spe- 
cie to  the  amount  of  ^100,000.  The  schoooff 
Packet,  Hill,  master,  281  tons,  cleared  from  Val- 
paraiso, Thomdike,  owner,  weat  direct  with 
9140.000.  During  the  season  of  1820  and  1S21, 
of  which  I  have  just  now  spoken,  it  will  be  ob- 
served that  four  vessels  cleared  from  London  and 
two  from  Liverpool.  From  London,  the  Robert 
Edward,  Sherbnm,  master,  went  direct  to  CnntoQ 
with  9107,000  on  board.  The  ship  Canton  Pne^^^ 
King,  master,  owned  by  Perkins,  cleared  frotn 
London  with  $200,000.  The  ship  Honqua,  NasL 
master,  ovraed  by  Peridns,  cleared  from  LDsdoo, 
direct,  with  950^.  Ship  Augusta,  Giles,  mas- 
ter, owned  by  Perkins,  cleared  from  London;  widi 
steel,  cotton,  furs,  ^c.  From  Liverpool  the  ship 
Colombian  cleared  this  season,  Sherman,  iDBSt«r,| 
owned  by  Evans,  and  sailed  direct  to  Canton  with 
$60,000.  Ship  Addison,  from  Liverpool,  took  no 
specie.     This  at  least  we  know,  that  $317,000 
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weDt  this  season  from  London  and  Liverpool,  and 
how  mach  else,  by  our  vessels  toucbing  for  the 
purpose  spoken  of,  at  different  ports  in  Europe,  the 
islands,  dec.,  is  not  known,  but  it  is  presumed  to  a 
coosiderahle  amount. 

Besides  this,  it  does  appear  that  much  of  the 
profit  of  this  trade  is  gained  by  our  merchants  in 
carrying  the  products  of  Canton  to  Europe,  and 
Fendlof  them  there,  and  either  returning  home 
with  the  manufactures  of  Europe  suited  to  our 
wants,  or  bringing  with  them  the  specie — hence 
the  drain  of  specie  is  from  Europe  in  proportion 
to  the  ffoods  shipped  from  Canton  for  that  coun- 
try. If  the  House  will  indulge  me  a  little  lonj^er, 
I  will  show  the  proportions  shipped  to  the  United 
States  and  to  Europe,  by  our  traders.  In  the  sea- 
sons of  1815,  and  1816,  there  was  destined  for  Eu- 
rope 2,731,010,  lbs.  of  tea,  1,650  peculs  of  cassia, 
and  185,000  pieces  of  Nankeens.  The  proportion 
destined  for  the  United  States,  was  4,514,280  lbs. 
of  tea,  1,695  peculs  of  cassia,  and  455,000  pieces  of 
Nankeens.  The  proportion  of  exports  for  the  sea- 
son of  1816,  and  1817,  destined  for  Europe,  was 
2^000  lbs.  of  tea,  172,533  lbs.  of  cassia,  600,000 
lbs.  of  sugar,  and  360,000  pieces  of  Nankeens. 
The  proportion  destined  for  the  United  States  was 
6,074,100  lbs.  of  tea,  660,000  lbs.  of  cassia,  333^000 
ih&  of  sugar,  1,434,000  pieces  of  Nankeens.  The 
proportion  of  experts  destined  for  Europe  in  the 
season  of  1817,  and  1818,  was  2,086,245  pounds  of 
tea,  73,300  lbs.  cassia,  160,000  lbs.  sugar,  46,600 
Ik  sugar  candy,  10,600  lbs.  rhubarb,  66,000  lbs. 
^Uin^l,  22,600  lbs.  raw  silk,  6^600  lbs.  vermillion, 
^  pieces  of  silks,  241,000  pieces  of  Nankeens, 
2,600  lbs.  of  gamboge.  That  destined  for  the 
Pnited  States,  was  7,535,885  lbs.  of  tea,  China 
vare,  11,487  peculs,  272,933  lbs.  of  cassia,  1,428.- 
^33  lbs.  sugar,  37,200  lbs.  rhubarb,  1.603  peculs 
ot  mats,  200,886  pieces  of  silks,  76,800  lbs.  sewing 
iilh,  37,600  lbs.  vermillion,  14,000  lbs.  gallingal, 
\9331bs.ChiDaroot,  1,333  lbs.  camphor,33,0001bs. 
t>l  sugar  candy,  1,228,000  pieces  ot  Nankeens. 

U  should  be  borne  in  mmd  that  this  season  the 
value  of  all  the  China  ware  exported  by  American 
vessels,  is  estimated  at  $172,305 ;  and  all  the  san- 
dal wood  sold  this  year  in  China,  taken  from  the 
Sandwich  Islands  principally,  is  estimated  at  $174,- 
^)75.  All  the  imperial  tea  exported  this  season  by 
American  Teasels  from  China,  is  estimated  at 
^16,152.  And  the  sea  otter  skins,  land  otter, 
Kaver,  and  seal  skins,  alone,  imported  this  season, 
are  estimated  at  $318,580. 

living  the  season  of  1820,  and  1821,  there  was 
exported  from  China  for  the  United  States,  China 
ware  to  the  amount  of  $138,266.  There  were  im- 
ported that  year  by  our  vessels,  sea  otter  skins, 
valued  at  $176,548 :  Thus  may  it  be  seen  that  the 
whole  of  the  China  ware  of  the  United  States  is 
iwchased  by  that  which  we  fish  from  the  sea  on 
>ur  western  coast,  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Colum- 
bia, or  it  is  cut  from  the  Sandwich  Islands  in  the 
ihape  of  sandal  wood. 

I  will  not  fatigue  the  House  with  any  thing 
Qore  relative  to  our  trade  in  the  Pacific  ocean  and 
It  Canton.  Enough  has  been  unfolded  to  call  the 
ttteution  of  gentlemen  to  that  subject ;  their  own 


reflections  will  supply  more  than  I  could  say. 
Were  this  trade  cherished  as  it  ought  to  be,  new 
benefits  would  every  da^  develop  themselves,  and 
fresh  sources  of  wealth  oe  opened  to  the  Republic. 
Our  whale  ships  are  annually  on  that  coast  with 
no  other  cargo  than  some  hardware,  and  orna- 
ments, to  traffic  with  the  natives.  Perhap  the 
greatest  value  on  board  their  vessels  would  not 
amount  to  more  than  two  thousand  dollars ;  the 
rest  is  made  up  by  their  labor,  in  fishing  it  from 
the  ocean.  Yet  we  witness  their  return  every 
year,  enriched  by  the  products  of  their  voyages. 
The  best  fishing  grotmd  is  known  to  be  on  our 
Western  coast,  and  our  conunerce  in  those  seas, 
every  day  increasing,  it  is  now  so  important  as  to 
require  a  ship-of-the-line,  and  smaller  vessels,  to 
protect  it ;  and  we  have  reason  to  believe,  tnat 
three  ships  of  war  will  soon  be  wanted  for  that 
purpose.  Nor  have  we  a  place  to  refit  our  ships, 
on  that  side  the  continent,  or  to  even  drive  a  naif 
in  one  of  our  vessels,  should  it  be  wanted,  though 
we  have  many  excellent  harbors.  For  any  ac- 
commodation of  that  kind,  we  must  be  oblieed  to 
the  good  dispositions  of  otner  nations,  or  sail  back 
to  our  own  ports  on  the  Atlantic,  near  twenty 
thousand  miles  round  Cape  Horn.  Toe  catastrophe 
on  that  side,  during  the  late  war,  ought  to  have 
taught  us  wisdom.  While  our  ships  cut  up  and 
destroyed  the  enemy  in  that  sea,  there  was  no  place 
to  rest  secure,  with  the  vessels  they  captured,  or 
we  would  not  have  witnessed  the  destruction  of 
so  many  which  have  been  taken.  Neither  should 
we  have  felt  the  effect  of  that  terrible  scene  at 
Valparaisa  The  coast  on  that  side  can  be  more 
easily  defended  than  any  in  America ;  the  entrance 
of  Oregon,  or  Columbia,  is  easy,  afibrdins;  seven- 
teen fathom  water ;  the  whole  extent  of  the  river, 
below  the  Falls,  is  deep,  placid,  and,  near  its 
mouth,  there  are  points  which  altogether  command 
the  entrance,  with  perpendicular  rocks  on  either 
side,  where  lorts  may  be  constrticted  so  strong  as 
to  bid  defiance  to  all  the  military  science  ol  the 
world. 

On  a  former  occasion,  Mr.  Chairman,  a  gentle- 
man on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  expressed 
some  surprise,  that  I  should  be  in  favor  of  reducing 
the  Army,  when  I  had  a  propiosition  to  occupy  the 
mouth  or  the  Columbia.  T his.  sir,  was  the  reason. 
I  am  thoroughly  persuaded,  that  the  post  at  the 
Council  Blu^  is  not  wisely  chosen,  and  that  the 
troops  now  at  that  point,  would  render  more  ser- 
vice to  the  country  at  the  mouth  of  Columbia, 
than  where  they  are :  they  are  too  far  to  protect 
the  white  population  of  Missouri,  and  not  far 
enough  either  to  check  the  British  trader,  or  render 
any  other  service.  One  of  the  principal  crossing 
places  of  the  Indians  is  some  distance  below  that 
post,  the  other  far  above.  But,  if  I  were  to  sug- 
gest a  plan  to  awe  the  Indian  and  keep  him  at 
peac&  It  would  be,  to  show  him  your  troops  occa- 
sionally, penetrate  into  his  cotmtry,  and  let  him 
witness  their  display ;  then  return ;  prove  to  him 
by  this  conduct  that  you  have  no  disposition  to 
take  his  country,  and  he  will  respect  and  fear  you. 
The  Indian  is  the  proudest  man  that  has  ever  lived, 
and  loves  his  country  as  ardently  as  man  can. 
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Three  hundred  years  of  war  has  proved  to  the 
white  man  that  he  can  be  killed,  bat  never  sub- 
dued; war  is  the  road  to  fame  with  him;  the 
warrior  is  the  proudest  title  he  can  prize,  the  only 
one  of  value;  wherefore,  the  moment  your  sol- 
diers lay  off  their  military  dress,  and  appear  in 
their  fatigue  clothes,  and  commence  their  labors, 
that  instant,  all  resiiect,  all  apprehension  is  ban- 
ished from  nis  mina,  and  is  succeeded  by  inefiable 
contempt  and  disffust ;  for  they,  like  the  nobility 
of  every  country,  hold  labor  as  disgraceful. 

The  route  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  is  easy, 
safe,  and  expeditious.  We  all  recollect,  distinctly, 
the  delays,  dangers,  and  diflBiculties,  which  attended 
the  merchant,  on  his  first  opening  the  trade  to 
Kentucky ;  in  those  days,  much  preparation  was 
necessary,  and  from  thirty  to  thirty-five  davs  were 
exhausted  in  getting  to  market ;  his  gooas  were 
then  transported  to  Fort  Pitt,  or  Wheeling,  b^ 
wagon,  creeping  on  with  appalling  slowness;  if 
there  was  a  freshet  in  the  Ohio  he  arrived  in  the 
season,  but  sorrow  and  ruin  attended  him,  if  his 
goods  did  not  arrive  in  time  for  this  advantage ; 
his  Spring  supplies  arrived  in  the  Fall,  and  his 
Fall  goods  detained  sometimes  until  the  Spring. 
Even  now,  an  intelligent  friend  from  Tennessee, 
who  usally  sits  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  tells 
me,  that  the  merchants  of  Nashville  take  their 
wagoners'  receipts,  to  deliver  their  ffoods  at  that 

Slace  in  from  30  to  50  days.  From  Louisville,  in 
Kentucky,  down  to  New  Orl^ns,  formerly  re- 
quired a  voyage  of  from  30  to  40  days,  and  using, 
on  the  voyage  up  the  river,  what  they  called  a 
barge,  it  required  them  90  days  to  make  the  trip, 
in  what  they  called  good  time ;  tbe  distance  is  es- 
timated, I  believe,  at  1500  miles.  Now,  however, 
by  steamboat  navigation,  they  make  the  voyage 
down,  in  seven  days,  and  up  in  sixteen  days. 
This,  I  believe  is  the  average  voyage,  between 
those  places ;  if  I  am  in  error,  I  can  be  corrected, 
as  I  see  in  the  House  some  of  the  steamboat  own- 
ers on  those  rivers. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  cannot  be  mistaken, 
when  we  apply  the  same  calculations  to  the  route 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Oregon ;  as  steamboat  navi- 
gation we  all  know  to  be  safe  and  sure.  Where- 
fore, it  will  take  a  steamboat  24  days  to  arrive  at 
the  falls  of  the  Missouri ;  thence,  I  allow  a  wagon 
14  days  to  travel  two  hundred  miles,  to  the  mouth 
of  Clark's  fiver,  thence  7  days  to  the  mouth  of 
Or^on ;  making  the  time  necessary  for  that  trip 
44  da)rs.  To  return,  the  boat  would  reach  Clark's 
river  in  14  days,  double  the  time  she  would  fo 
down ;  the  wagon  would  return  to  the  falls  of  Mis- 
souri in  13  days :  thence  the  boat  would  arrive  at 
St.  Louis,  in  naif  the  time  necessary  for  her  op- 
ward  voyage,  which  would  be  12  days ;  making 
the  whole  time  39  days. 

If  there  were  any  doubt  existing  in  the  mind  of 
any  gentlemen,  surely  it  might  be  done  away,  when 
we  recur  to  the  fact  of  a  wagon  having  already 
passed  from  St.  Louis  to  Santa  Fe,  and  returned 
m  the  course  of  the  last  Summer,  bringing  with 
it,  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  as  the  profit  of 
the  trip ;  this  information  I  get  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  newspapers,  alike  known  to  all,  and 


the  fact,  I  believe,  has  never  been  doubted ;  too- 
ther party  returned  from  the  direction  of  the  Raky 
Mountains,  with  a  profit  of  fourteen  thoosand 
dollars,  making  twenty-four  thousand  dollvs, 
where  none  existed  before,  and  making  that  easy, 
which,  but  a  short  time  ago,  was  thought  an  ia- 
possibility. 

I  am  apprized  that  something  is  said  relatireto 
the  probability  of  the  settlement  of  the  Or^goo, 
contemplated  by  this  bill,  producing,  in  the  end. 
bad  consequences  to  this  country,  if  not,  fioilly,! 
separation  of  these  States.  The  great  dbtajtce 
has  also  been  urged  as  a  reason  for  its  rejection 
Sir,  I  would  look  with  as  much  fear  apon  a  mea- 
sure which  miffht,  even  at  a  remote  day,  produce 
a  separation  of  these  Republics,  as  any  man;  to 
no  result  can  take  place  of  that  kind ;  all  coDteD* 
plate  with  joy  the  period  when  these  Suies  shall 
extend  to  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Why  not,  then, 
to  the  Pacific  ocean  ?  Would  that  eountiy,  cot 
off  from  this,  be  benefited  by  the  change,  pressed  t 
as  it  would  be,  by  two  powerful  foreign  Mots^ 
both  to  the  North  and  to  the  South  ?  Rath  ' 
would  not  that  prevent  so  fatal  a  step,  as  it  wool 
be  to  Oreeon  ?  Or,  if  we  consulted  our  own  inte 
ests,  and  believed  the  separation  inevitable,  wool 
it  not  be  wisdom  in  us,  to  have  a  people  there  wf 
were  descended  from  us,  speaking  the  same  \ 
guage^  admiring  and  maintaining  the  same  la 
Constitution,  and  Government,  than  to  have  E 
lish^  Russians,  or  French^  with  all  their  dis^osti 
notion  of  monarchy,  which  degrades  the  nobl 
intellect,  and  makes  the  man  a  slave  ?  You 
not  choose — you  must  have  your  children's  en 
mies,  the  occupants  of  Oregon.  At  to  distance, 
have  shown  that,  in  point  of  time,  the  month 
Orep)n,  or  Columbia,  is  not  further  distant  ' 
Louisville  was  thirty  years  ago,  from  New  Yo! 
or  St.  Louis  was  twenty  years  ago  from  Philad 
phia.  The  whole  expense  of  carrying  one  hu 
dred  and  fifty  tons  of  cannon  to  the  mouth  of  rh 
river,  and  making  a  survey  of  all  oar  harbors 
that  coast,  is  estimated  by  the  Secretary  of 
Department  of  the  Navy,  at  $25,000,  a  som  s: 
indeed,  to  accomplish  an  object  of  such  importan 
to  the  Republic.  On  that  side  there  can  be 
fear  of  those  collisions  which  we  are  constant 
in  danger  of  from  the  constantly  varying  polii 
of  Europe.  On  the  east  of  the  Atlantic 
there  is  continual  strife,  and  their  Qovemmefits 
appear  to  be  administered  according  to  the  ao^ 
passions  of  the  man,  rather  than  accordiog  to  ihe 
spirit  of  the  laws,  which  have  no  passion.  Oa 
the  west  side  of  the  Pacific  there  is  peace,  and  aw 
uninterrupted  calm,  which  not  even  Eoglish  pol- 
icy can  disturb.  All  the  supplies  which  man  can 
want  are  there  to  be  had  in  plenty,  purchased  bf 
us  with  the  products  of  the  forest  and  the  sta. 
which  require  no  labor,  no  skill  of  the  artia»o  to 
give  them  value.  Is  it  not  worthy  the  considna- 
tion  of  the  statesman  and  the  mn^chants,  whether 
our  citizens  might  not  lay  Europe  under  coo tn* 
bution.  by  increasing  the  fur  trade  through  th  '^ 
rivers?  This,  with  the  products  of  that 
would  purchase  in  Canton  all  we  want  to  c 
sume ;  the  residue  might  be  sold  in  Eorope,  wh 
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woddat  once  employ  many  tons  of  shipping,  and 
briof  OS  the  money  of  that  country  which  now 
they  sad  to  China.  In  other  words,  the  oceupa- 
tioD  of  the  Oregon  would  offer  so  many  facilities 
10  ti)e  Canton  trade,  where  a  voyage  can  be  per- 
foTiDed  io  fiAy  or  seventy  days,  the  products  of 
tile  sea  and  forest  so  vast,  the  copper  of  the  North 
so  pore  and  abondant,  the  sandal  wood  immedi* 
iielf  on  the  route  to  market,  that  the  wealth  of 
tikott  regions,  and  that  trade,  seem  to  implore  you 
anif  to  stretch  forth  your  hands  and  receive  it 

Tiiis  woold  soon  drive  the  English  out  of  mar- 
H  IS  their  Bast  India  privileges  benefit  them 
oefelf  becaase  it  prevents  other  of  their  subjects 
Iran  getting  rich ;  it  could  not  reach  us,  or  affect 
-w  inde.  Young  as  our  commerce  is,  and  un- 
frkaded  as  it  has  been,  its  total  value,  as  shown 
fy  i^is  paper,  was,  in  the  season  of  1817-18, 
17.^6,828;  whilst  that  of  the  English,  for  the 
■ielyear,  was  9l6,126,700--but  a  sorry  account 
i^iT  charters  and  institutions,  pampered  to 
matioQ.  In  the  season  of  1818-19,  I  have 
toL  by  this  document,  the  total  value  of  our 
Ittlo  have  been  1(10,217451,  whilst  that  year, 
iholie  paper  shows  the  English  trade  to  nave 
Iciilearly  stationary,  amountmg  to  816,297,922. 
(bJ  other  advantage  presents  itself  to  us,  by 
ing  the  Oregon,  as  proposed  by  this  bill, 
peak  of  it  with  the  more  satisfaction,  as  it 
IS  the  plough,  which  is,  at  last,  the  great 
tor  of  mankind.  The  lands  of  the  Oregon 
i  adapted  to  the  culture  of  wheat,  rye,  corn, 
and  every  species  of  grain ;  that  position 
ible  them  to  sell  their  surplus  produce  with 
y,  and  purchase  the  nunufactures  of  China, 
xcbange  of  labor.  I  know  it  is  the  com- 
iief  that  the  Chinese  will  not  take  any- 
It  silver,  gold,  and  a  few  articles  prized  by 
but,  from  all  I  can  learn,  this  would  seem 
t\t\  common  error,  product  by  the  circum- 
4&a  of  the  impracticability  of  talcing  flour  or 
jnkuffs  to  that  market.  From  Europe  or  the 
wd  Sutes,  there  would  be  no  hope  of  their  , 
^owng  in  any  tolerable  condition ;  the  climate  is  \ 
«o  wiD,  the  v^aj^  so  long,  that  they  must  spoil 
<^  the  way.  Ckssides,  the  merchant  would  not 
mkiToyage  with  such  bulky,  heavy,  low-priced 
utieks;  consequently,  the  commerce  of  Canton  is 
^V?^  on  ia  all  the  richer  productions,  as  they 
fi^  a  profit  commensurate  with  the  expense, 
'^g^  of  voyage,  and  great  delav  in  prosecuting 
•^  M&oy,  hkewise,  of  the  neighooring  countries, 
cany  oq  imi^  jq  ^^  richer  products  of  the  soil, 
u  couoft,  ig^r,  eofiee,  dtc.,  wherefore,  there  is 
utUesarpb  breadstuffii  to  dispose  of.  This,  then, 
Jjottid  opento)  almost  as  an  exclusive  privilege  to 
jwftnaers  of  Oregon,  to  supply  their  wants  on 
"J-'  -^  by  so  doing,  obtain  for  themselves 
bich  ail  mankind  are  in  search  of. 
concluded^  the  Committee  rose, 
I,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 
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presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
counties  of  Ontario,  Seneca, 


and  Cayuga^  in  the  State  of  New  York,  praying 
for  the  erection  of  a  lighthouse  at  or  near  the  en- 
trance of  Great  Sodus  Bay,  on  Lake  Ontario. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  petition  of  Daniel  Car- 
roll, of  Dudaington,  and  others,  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  praying  that  certain  repairs  may  be 
made  to  the  buildings  lately  occupied  by  Congress 
on  the  Capitol  Hill. — ^Referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  McCoT,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  William  F. 
Nimmo,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  the  said  Nimmo ;  which  bill  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole.       . 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  the  following  bill : 

Be  it  enaeiedt  ^c.  That  so  much  of  the  third  section 
of  sn  set  of  the  Genersl  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  entitled  "An  act  for  an  addition  to  George- 
town, in  Montgomery  eounty,"  ss  prohibils  the  pro- 
prietors of  lots  fronting  on  the  north  side  of  Water 
street,  from  setting  or  erecting  buildings  on  the  sooth 
side  of  said  street,  or  on  wharves  m^e  on  the  sonth 
side  of  the  aforeeaid  street,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
repealed:  Provided,  That  the  proprietors  aforesaid 
shall  not  have  power  to  erect  any  building  or  baild- 
ings,  on  the  sooth  side  of  said  street,  not  aotbor- 
ititd  by  an  ordinance  of  the  Corporation  of  George- 
town :  And  provided,  alao,  That,  after  being  thos  ao- 
thoriaed  by  said  corporation,  the  pioprietors  aibrssaid 
may  sell  and  diipose  of  their  property  on  either  side 
of  the  said  street,  withoot  affecting  the  title  to  that  on 
the  other  side,  as  effectoally  ss  they  coold  have  done 
before  the  passsge  of  the  aforesaid  act  of  Maryland. 

This  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cook,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  10th  instant  on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands 
within  the  States  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Missouri, 
reported  in  part  a  bill  to  authorize  the  laying  otit 
and  opening  of  a  road  from  Wheeling,  in  Virgi- 
nia, to  the  seat  of  government  in  Missouri ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hardin,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  what  further  retrenchment 
can  be  made  in  the  expenditures  of  the  Grovem- 
ment,  without  detriment  to  the  public  service; 
and  Messrs.  Hardin,  Whipple,  Tract,  Hoii- 
coMBE,  Ross,  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  and 
William  Smith,  were  appointed  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Ruolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  requested 
to  lay  before  the  House  so  much  of  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Prevost  as  relates  to  the  establishment  at  the  month 
of  the  Columbia  river,  and  such  information  as  he  may 
have  in  his  possession  in  relation  to  the  arrangements 
msde  about  the  year  1814,  by  the  Northwest  Com^w- 
ny,  with  the  proprietors  of  a  settlement  made  by  citi- 
sens  of  the  United  States  st  the  month  of  theColam* 
bia  river,  by  which  that  company  became  possessed  of 
that  settlement. 
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The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  what  number  of  public  lots, 
in  the  city  of  Washington,  have  been  sold  by  the 
agents  of  the  United  States ;  when  sc^d,  by  wnom, 
to  whom,  and  for  what  price ;  what  part  of  the 
purchase  money  has  been  paid,  the  amount  due. 
and  when  payable;  whether  the  debts  are  weli 
secured ;  whether  the  money  received  has  been 
applied  to  objects  authorized  oy  any  existing  law ; 
how  much  thereof  has  been  paid  into  the  Treasu- 
ry ;  when,  and  by  whom  paid ;  and  what  disposition 
has  been  made  of  all  the  money  arising  from  the 
sales  of  said  lots ;  and  that  the  said  committee 
have  power  to  call  for  persons  and  papers ;  and 
Messrs.  Cocke,  Woodcock,  Waspield,  Floyd, 
and  Lincoln,  were  appointed  the  said  committee, 

Mr.  Metcalfe  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Rnohfedi  That  the  PrMident  of  the  United  Skatee 
be  rt quested  to  eommuoieate  to  this  Hotise  what  pro- 
grsM  has  been  made  in  the  execution  of  an  act  of  the 
laM  session,  entitled  '^An  aet  to  abolish  the  Indian 
TMdiog  EsUblisiiments,"  with  a  report  from  the  fac* 
tones,  reepeetively,  ae  the  same  may  be  made  to  him. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day. 

Mr.  Walworth  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution, viz : 

lUfhedf  That  the  President  of  the  United  Statea 
be  requested  to  caose  to  be  laid  before  this  Hoaee,  the 
several  laws  which  hare  been  made  by  the  Governor 
and  Legislative  Coancil  of  Florida;  together  with 
such  information  relative  thereto  as  may  he  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Executive,  not  improper  to  be  communi- 
cated, showing  the  necessity,  propriety,  and  practical 
effect^  of  such  laws. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  he  on  the  taUe 
one  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gilmer,  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  to  which  is  committed  the  joint 
resolutions  for  carrying  into  effect  certain  articles 
of  agreement  entered  into  between  the  United 
States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof,  and  the 
said  resolutions  were  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

OCCUPATION  or  COLUMBIA  RIVER. 

The  House  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  occupation  of 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river. 

No  debate  or  proposition  being  offered  thereon, 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  with  the  amendments. 

The  amendments  were  severally  taken  up  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House ;  and  the  bill  being  fur- 
ther amended, 

Mr.  Wright  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  had  hoped,  from  the  ardent  and 
luminous  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Flotu,  of  Vir- 
ginia, who  reported  this  bill,  and  from  its  vast 
importance  to  the  enterprising  navigating  inter- 
ests of  the  United  States,  frequenting  the^Pacific 


ocean,  to  whom  this  establishment  must  be  all- 
important,  that  this  measure  would  have  reeeiTed 
the  warm  support  of  this  Hotise ;  but,  sir,  tht 
seeming  apathy  that  I  have  thought  I  dtscoTerel. 
has  alarmed  my  fears  for  its  fate,  and  induced  m 
to  trespasai  on  the  time  of  the  House,  at  least  to 
elicit  a  disoussioo,  whereby  the  subject  may  be 
perfectly  understood,  and  the  passage  of  the  bili 
thereby  secured.  Sir,  this  territory  has  been  fair)} 
purchased  from  France  by  the  United  States,  aoi; 
Its  limits  recently  and  distinctly  maiiced  broiir 
late  treaty  with  Spain.  By  the  compact  by  wbick 
we  acQUired  this  territory,  the  inhabitants  cf  it 
vrcre,  by  its  letter,  secured  in  the  protection  of 
their  legitimate  rights,  and,  becoming  thereby:; 
portion  of  these  United  Statu,  wereentitled  toibe 
benefits  of  oar  Constitution :  Protection  and  ali^ 
glance  are  reciprocal  obligations.  Brery  tenitory 
isy  by  the  Constitution,  entitled  to,  and  has  bea 
protected  by,  a  territorial  government,  progressifis 
with  its  nt^lalion,  in  the  pragressive  gra' 
territDrial  governments  to  which  it  will  be 
this  territorv  is,  both  by  the  letter  and  spirit 
compact,  clettrly  entitled.  I  felt  it  necesi 
make  these  remarks  to  awaken  the  atten 
the  Hotise,  to  the  Constitutional  claims 
people,  who,  with  the  Senate,  form  their  i 
tive  organ,  to  give  practical  operation  t 
measures  as  are  necessary  to  the  lawful  g 
ment  of  the  inhabitants  or  that  region,  whf  kff 
po  means  of  recovering  the  smallest  debt,  kif 
physical  force.  Sir,  tie  indissoluble  ties  Icfi 
Conatitution,  I  cannot  doubt,  will  be  duly  im.'^ 
ed ;  the  interest  of  this  nation,  particularly  p  tta 
Northeast^  I  had  presumed,  would  have  bouptiR 
Representatives  from  that  quarter  to  its  firaio' 
united  support ;  particularly  on  examinatp  (^ 
the  very  inierestiog  documents  presented  vf^ 
chairman  that  reported  that  bill.  The  fur^Baif& 
even  in  its  incipient  stages,  appears  to  be  of  |Rit 
value.  We  know  that  the  great  Creator  hi^  a 
his  providence,  graduated  the  habits  of  ththt- 
clad  tribes,  by  the  climate,  and  the  further  T^^ 
they  are  foumi,  the  better  the  furs.  The  Gsism 
in  the  Southern  ocean,  are,  also.ev^  in  their  fir^- 
stages,  shown  to  be  ot  great  value ;  ajbd  who  eas 
cast  his  eye  upon  the  map,  and  not  ptooouDceifif' 
proposed  establiskment  to  be  of  great  advaotac'^ 
to  the  Americans  trading  in  the  fup  and  fisb  c- 
the  Pacific  ocean  ?  And  who  that  \fu  any  ^^^ 
to  our  hardy  American  seamen,  wh 
covered  this  nation  with  ^iory,  wi 
this  facility,  whose  enterprises  in  t 
of  coffee,  under  the  restrictions  of 
elicited  the  rough  compliment  of  t 
Prince  Regent  of  that  Government, 
since,  one  of  our  ships  in  the  whal 
destroyed  by  the  stroke  of  a  whale 
compelled  to  take  to  their  boats  for 

a  convenience  would  such  an  estab. 

been  to  them !  what  relief  would  i^  bare  mi 
tered  to  their  awful  bodings !  Buf^  ^,  sir,  inJ^Pf  I 
ent  of  the  advantage  to  the  cili^ ^'"ens ff^PP-^' 
this  trade,  I  have  no  doubt  a  cus*  ^cm-tea*  |b*^ 
would,  in  a  little  time,  repay  all  tlf^  '^ex|«'«°^  \ 
establi:^hment  in  a  ten-fold  rati^  ^\  jgu  fcnn  t 


yhtve  sooftfD 
denv  ^i^*^ 

^l  DomtD 
then  sa 

Sir.  not  13 

fishery 

Itad  tii«  c 

ifelT.  ^ 
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best  metDs  of  ezploriiig  the  character  of  the  peo- 
ple, the  soil,  and  climate  of  that  region,  now  little 
known  to  us,  and  thus  learning  what  may  be  of 
great  importance  to  os.  In  1795,  Great  Britain 
prohibited  the  importation  of  cotton  from  the  Uni- 
ted States— now  so  important  to  her.  Sir,  such 
has  been  the  enterprise  of  this  Republic  since  its 
establishment,  and  snch  its  success,  especially  in 
canals,  and  such  the  spirit  of  improvement  elicited 
b^  our  exami^le,  that  I  am  surnnsed  that  the  union 
ot  the  Atlantic  with  the  Pacific,  at  the  Isthmus  of 
Darlen,  has  not  yet  been  undertaken.  But,  sir, 
its  vast  importance  to  the  world  cannot  long  per- 
mit it  to  be  negketed.  The  stock  in  that  canal 
would  beef  great  value,  and  suggests  the  pleasing 
lotieipations  of  its  eomidetion.  The  pre{>ostefoti8 
:laim  of  Russia  to  the  vicinage  of  the  river  Go- 
umbia,  speak»  loudly  the  value  of  the  trade  in 
bat  r^ion,  which,  united  with  the  evidence  in 
wssessioa  of  this  House,  I  nope  will  induce  them 
0  pass  this  bill,  and  thereby  protect  and  govern 
lur  people  there  by  law,  and  not  leave  them  to  the 
'orernment  of  savages,  in  violation  of  that  com- 
,ict  that  made  them  American  citizens. 
^Mr.  Batlies,  of  Massachusetts,  said  that  as 
^le  of  the  committee  who  had  reported  the  Dili, 
^'  felt  himself  impelled,  by  a  sense  of  duty,  to  pre« 
^attothe  House  some  views  which  he  had  taken 
'  this  subject.  All  the  objections  to  the  provisions 
,  the  bill  which  he  had  heard,  he  had  heard  out  of 
^e  House;  and  he  had  indulged  himself  in  the  hope 
^s  no  serious  opposition  had  been  manifested  in 
,  e  Committee  or  the  Whole)  that  the  luminous 
j*w  which  had  been  taken  of  this  subject  by  the 
airman  of  the  committee  (Mr.  Floyd)  would 
ive  induced  its  adoption  without  further  dis« 
tssion. 

Of  the  objections  which  he  had  heard,  he  would. 
iwever,  say  that  some  were  weighty,  and  all 
ere  plausible.  The  objects  which  the  bill  con- 
mplated  were  of  much  importance  to  a  portion 
the  country  which  he  represented,  and  its  vicin- 
^  from  which  there  is  the  most  extensive  whale 
ihery  in  the  world,  and  that  he  was  induced  to 
•Jieve  that  tha  state  of  that  fishery  was  now  stich 
to  require  a  port  on  the  shores  of  the  Pacific 
eao,  or  on   the  waters  connected  with   that 


The  expense  of  the  territorial  establishment 
ntemplnted  by  the  bill  had  been  urged  as  an 
;umeat  against  it.  He  admitted  that  the  mea- 
re  would  be  attended  with  some  expense,  and 
it,  for  some  yean,  the  prospect  of  revenue,  from 
settlement  so  remote,  would  be  but  small ;  but 
£  utility  of  this  undertaking  ought  not  to  be 
ensured  by  iu  expense.  Measures,  creating 
ire  expense^  have  frequently  been  adopted  by 
s  nation,  whose  utility  was  far  more  question- 
e  Chan  this.  If  there  is  one  branch  of  the  mer- 
uile  industry  of  the  country  which  deserves 
^ouragement  more  than  another,  it  is  the  whale 
ery.  It  is  an  employment  of  a  peculiar  char- 
>r ;  it  creates  its  own  capital.  It  does  not  come 
a  the  country  for  specie,  to  purchase  the  cot- 
aod  ivooUen  manufactured  goods,  the  wines,' 
.  brandies^  and  the  silks,  of  Europe.    Its  capi- 


tal is  created  by  labor ;  it  is  dragged  up  from  the 
bottom  of  the  ocean ;  it  has  now  become  a  busi- 
ness of  national  importance.  With  a  view  to 
elicit  some  information  on  this  subject,  he  had 
addressed  some  inquiries  to  Mr.  Hawes,  the  Col- 
lector of  the  Customs  at  New  Bedford,  a  gentle- 
man of  ereat  respectability,  whose  knowledge  was 
practical,  who  had  visited  the  seas  where  whales 
are  taken,  and  whose  peculiar  information  would 
entitle  his  statements  to  much  consideration. 

Here  Mr.  B.  read  the  communications,  which 
were  in  substance  as  follows: — The  first  letter 
which  Mr.  Hawes  had  addressed  to  him  was 
dated  January  6,  1822.  In  this  letter  he  stated 
that  sixtjr-five  vessels  were  employed  in  the  whale 
fisherv,  trom  the  port  of  New  JBedford,  tonnaging 
16^222,  navigated  by  1,350  men  and  boys;  that 
thirty-six  of  the  largest  of  these  vessels  were  em- 
ployed in  fishing  for  spermaceti  whales  in  the 
Pacific  ocean,  tonnaging  9,942,  and  navigated  by 
about  800  men;  that,  since  the  late  war,  the 
greater  number  of  the  whaling  ships  of  New  Bed- 
Ford  had  been  employed  on  the  coast  of  Patagonia 
and  the  adjacent  waters,  in  fishing  for  rieht 
whales;  but  oil  of  that  description  having  fallen 
in  price  within  the  last  two  years,  many  vessels 
had  been  taken  from  that  fishery,  and  had  been 
despatched  to  the  Pacific,  to  fish  for  spermaceti 
whales,  as  the  oil  made  from  them  had  fully  sus- 
tained its  prices.  From  the  Pacific  it  was  sper- 
maceti oil  which  had  been  obtained  principally, 
and  not  more  than  seven  or  eight  hundred  of  the 
black  oil.  The  black  whale  ou  was  taken  on  the 
coast  of  Chili,  in  the  bays  and  harbors.  He  esti- 
mated all  the  oil  and  bone  brouffht  from  the  Pa- 
cific to  the  port  of  New  Bedford,  since  the  late 
war,  at  $1,713,600— to  January  1,  1822.  The 
number  of  the  ships  in  the  fishery  to  the  west  of 
Cape  Horn  had  increased,  and  would  increase ; 
that  the  sperm  oil  was  now  manufactured  before 
it  was  carried  to  market;  and  the  manufiacturing 
of  it  was  considered  very  profitable.  Mr.  Hawes 
estimated  the  annual  value  of  the  whale  fishery 
to  New  Bedford,  in  the  Pacific  alone,  at  9500,000, 
exclusive  of  the  profits  arising  from  the  manufac- 
turing of  spermaceti  candles.  The  capital  he  esti- 
mated at  9850,000.  The  bills  of  some  of  the 
ships  employed  in  the  Pacific  ocean  were  as  high 
as  932,000  or  933,000.  Spermaceti  oil  was  gen- 
erally from  80  to  100  cents ;  sea  elephant,  from  45 
to  50,  and  right  whale  or  black  oil,  from  30  to  35 
cents  per  gafion.  The  price  of  the  sperm  oil  he 
had  estimated  as  it  was  when  in  its  crude  state ; 
after  pressing,  it  would  average  one  dollar  per 
eailon.  The  ships  employed  in  the  whale  fishery 
from  Nantucket,  since  the  last  war,  according  to 
the  estimate  of  Mr.  Hawes,  considerably  exceeded 
those  of  New  Bedford ;  and  all  the  Nantucket 
ships,  except  one,  were  in  the  Pacific  ocean.  He 
estimated  the  annual  value  of  the  fisheries  in  the 
Pacific  ocean,  to  Nantucket  and  New  Bedford 
aloa&  at  91,500,000,  and  the  oil  and  bone  which 
had  oeen  brought  to  both  places,  since  the  last 
war,  exceeded  9^,000,000 ;  and  that  the  number 
of  seamen  employed  was  2,500.  He  also  stated 
that  there  were  three  fine  ships  from  Martha's 
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Vineyard,  employed  in  this  fishery.  He,  also, 
stated  that  sea  elephants  and  cod  had  been  found 
in  abundance  on  tne  coast  of  California. 

In  answer  to  one  of  the  queries  of  Mr.  B.,  re- 
specting the  number  of  mechanics  to  whom  this 
business  gave  employment,  Mr.  Hawes  said,  that 
he  did  not  know  tnat  he  should  overrate,  if  he  said 
that  it  etive  emf^oyment  to  all  the  mechanics  of 
both  places.  And  he  expressed  his  conviction 
that  he  had  not  in  his  estimates  of  the  value  of 
this  fishery,  exceeded  the  truth.  He  also  stated 
(hat  the  whale  fishery  in  the  South  Pacific  was 
failing ;  and  that,  in  future,  they  must  look  to  the 
North  Pacific  for  successful  fish  ins,  where  there 
were  spermaceti  whales,  right  whales,  and  sea 
elephants,  in  great  abundance.  He  concludes  his 
letter  thus: 

**A  settlement  at  the  Columbia  river,  if  properly 
conducted,  would  insure  to  our  nation  an  immense 
source  of  wealth.  A  company  of  traders  and  nsvi- 
gators,  there  settled,  might  have  small  vessels  of  from 
100  to  160  tons ;  with  these  veaiels  at  home,  they 
could  explore  the  coast,  and  each  fishery  could  be  por^ 
sued  in  its  proper  season.  The  right  whales  coma 
into  the  harbors  and  bays  on  that  cosst  to  bring  luith 
their  young ;  at  that  season  they  will  make  the  most 
oil.  The  sea  elephsnts  are  there  found  in  abondance. 
I  have  Ao  doubt  seal  skins  can  be  obtained  in  plenty 
in  their  sesson ;  this  I  am  certain  of,  if  we  are  per- 
mitted as  for  north  as  the  Fox  Islands,  latitude  °52  53' 
north,  if  we  have  proper  vessels  for  taking  them.  The 
seals  are  nearly  all  destroyed  in  the  South  Pacific, 
where  the  weather  is  warm  and  mild;  large  ships 
could  send  there  open  boat%  and  take  them ;  but  to 
the  north  the  business  cannot  be  carried  on  in  the 
same  manner.  There  must  be  small  vessels  to  search 
out  the  harbors.  Seal  oil  is  an  important  article,  if 
taken  near  a  settlement;  to  save  this  oil  in  its  purity 
it  must  be  handed  and  put  into  vats ;  like  other  blub- 
ber, it  must  not  be  boiled.  Great  quantities  of  difier- 
ent  oils  might  be  procured  by  the  settlers,  in  their 
neighliorhood,  and  preserved  in  the  ground ;  it  is  the 
best  way  to  preserve  oil,  and  saves  the  expense  of 
casks ;  it  would  be  an  object  for  our  merchant  vomcIs 
to  take  their  cargoes  from  the  tanks  of  the  settlement. 
The  fisheries  in  the  South  Pacific  aro  failing :  it  is 
fh>m  the  North  we  must  look  for  good  voyages ;  this 
will  lengthen  voyages  already  too  long.  It  is  my 
opinion  that  a  settlement  on  the  Northwest  will  greatly 
increase  our  fisheries,  our  commerce,  our  seamen,  and 
the  revenue  ;  and,  if  I  was  twenty  years  younger,  I 
should  like  to  be  one  of  the  first  settlers.*' 

Mr.  B.  then  produced  another  letter  from  this 
gentleman,  of  a  subsequent  date,  from  which  he 
read  the  following  extract :  <^  Since  my  last  I  have 
'  learned,  from  a  very  intelligent  shipmaster  who 

*  has  recently  arrived  from  Valparaiso,  that  a 
'  vessel  loaded  with  spars  from  Columbia  river 

*  had  arrived  there,  and  found  a  good  market.  I 
'  am  led  to  believe  with  him  that  the  lumber  trade 
'  from  the  settlement  at  the  mouth  of  that  river 
'  to  Peru  and  Chili  must  be  made  profitable,  as 
'  there  is  not  any  wood  in  either  of  those  places 
'  proper  for  spars.  I  have  known  spars  carried 
'  from  the  island  of  New  Zealand  to  those  places, 
'  which  paid  a  verv  great  freight" 

Mr.  B.  then  read  another  statement,  addressed 


to  the  collector  by  a  gentleman  in  his  vicinity,  ia 
which  the  number  of  ships  employed  in  the  whale 
fishery  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  irom  all  the  ports  in 
New  England  and  New  York,  were  estimated  at 
one  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  averasiog  about 
three  hundred  tons  each,  valued  at  the  time  of 
sailing,  at  one  hundred  dollars  per  ton,  aoMHut- 
ing  to  three  millions  eight  hundred  and  seTenij 
thousand  dollars ;  and  confirming  the  statemeotof 
the  collector  that  the  most  profitable  whale  fish- 
ing was  now  in  the  North  Pacific,  between  tbf 
latitudes  of  thirty-eight  and  forty-eight  Yet,  sir, 
notwithstanding  the  immense  value  of  the  whale 
fishery  in  the  racific  ocean ;  notwithstanding  the 
immense  value  of  the  fur  trade  on  the  loog  line 
of  its  shore,  from  Cape  Horn  to  Analaska;  there 
is  not  a  solitary  port  at  which  our  vesseb  csa 
enter^  to  refit  or  procure  supplies,  unless  it  be  bf 
permission  and  the  payment  of  duties.  To  tbe 
courtesy  of  the  Spaniards  and  the  fears  of  the 
native  Indians  we  have  hitherto  been  indebted  for 
ail  the  facilities  which  have  been  afiforded  to  our 
shipping.  I  should  have  thought,  sir,  that  dar- 
ing the  last  war,  this  country  iwd  received  a  les- 
son at  Valparaiso  which  would  have  induced  us 
to  establish  some  place  on  this  coast  for  the  secu- 
rity and  protection  of  our  ships.  In  the  event  of 
another  war  with  Great  Britain,  it  may  be  relied 
on  as  a  certain  truth  that  in  Chili,  Peru,  and  Mex- 
ico, the  influence  of  Qreat  Britain  will  oe  the  pR- 
dominating  influence,  and  the  miserable  Creoles 
who  inhabit  these  snores  will  connive,  as  they 
have  done,  at  the  violation  of  their  indepeodeoce 
and  their  neutrality :  they  will  sufifer  our  vessels 
to  be  captured  under  the  guns  of  their  batteries. 
Nay,  they  will  do  more — they  will  permit  the  titled 
marauder,  who  commands  their  navies,  to  ploD- 
der  our  merchants,  and  will  share  in  the  pJp 
der.  If  we  neglect  those  means  of  protection  which 
we  have  in  our  power,  let  us  not  complain  if  the 
bloody  flag  of  the  pirate  should  wave  m  trioooph 
over  that  mighty  ocean,  if  it  should  be  lighted  up 
with  the  blaze  of  our  burning  vessels,  and  if  the 
whole  of  that  trade  which  now  gives  employment 
and  wealth  to  thousands  of  our  citizens  shoold  he 
annihilated. 

I  have  heard  it  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  well  oat  of 
as  in  the  House,  that  by  the  adoption  of  thi:>  ma- 
sure  the  limits  of  our  empire  would  be  extended 
too  far,  and  that  the  Union  itself  would  be  exposed 
to  the  danger  of  dismemberment  If  it  were  so, 
it  would  be  well  worth  consideration  whether  the 
experiment  would  justify  the  hazard.    But,  sir, 


ID 


my  opinion,  the  unity  of  this  nation  depoids  id 
some  measure  upon  its  extension.  There  is  less 
danger  of  separation  in  a  confederacv  of  twenty 
or  thirty  States  than  in  one  of  a  smaller  number. 
If  the  Union  were  composed  of  but  two  States, 
they  would  inevitably  separate,  or  one  of  theiB 
would  conquer  the  other.  In  like  manner,  if  there 
were  only  two  interests  in  the  countrv— a  North- 
ern and  a  Southern  interest— «  slaveholding  u^ 
a  non-slaveholding  interest-^the  hazard  of  sept- 
ration  would  be  greatly  increased.  But,  by  mnl- 
tiplyin^  and  extending  the  States  of  the  Uaioo, 
you  will  create  so  many  different  interests  that 
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they  will  neutralize  each  other.  On  some  ques- 
tions the  interests  of  the  Eastern  and  Southern 
States  might  be  found  to  be  the  same ;  others  the 
Eastern  and  Western ;  others  the  Middle  States 
and  theSoatbem,  Eastern,  and  Western,  and  soon ; 
and  so  conflicting  interests  which  might  arise  from 
time  to  time  (w  great  at  times  as  to  threaten  dis- 
membermeat)  be  rendered  less  dangerous,  and  the 
angry  passions  of  the  few  be  controlled  by^  the 
sober  feelings  of  the  majority. 

Sir,  continued  Mr.  B.,  I  have  heard  another  ob- 
jectbn  to  this  measure.  It  is  said  that  the  chances 
of  war  might  be  increased  hy  the  establishment 
of  this  post  on  the  Pacific.  I  hare  indeed  heard 
tliat  the  Emperor  of  Russia  has  claimed  all  the 
Northwest  coast,  down  to  the  fiflv-first  degree  of 
North  latitude,  and  one  hundrea  Italian  miles 
south  of  that;  and  that  he  has  also  set  up  a  claim 
of  a  character  so  monstrous  that  no  people  in  their 
senses  can  admit  it.  He  claims,  sir,  all  the  Pa- 
cific ocean,  from  that  degree  of  latitude  on  the 
American  coast,  to  a  corresponding  point  on  the 
Asiatic,  under  the  pretence  that  it  is  a  close  sea. 
A  close  sea!  and  four  or  five  thousand  miles  in 
width !  and  by.  his  Imperial  ukase  has  subjected 
all  ressels  to  confiscation  which  shall  be  found 
within  those  limits!  If  this  be  the  fact,  (and 
there  is  no  doubt  of  it,)  the  time  has  arrived  when 
we  are  bound  to  strengthen  ourselves  in  that  region. 
This  measure  is  one,  not  of  expediency,  but  of 
oeccssity. 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  the  ability  to  protect  our 
irade  on  that  ocean.  During  the  last  war,  Com- 
modore Porter,  with  a  single  frigate,  for  a  long 
ime  effectually  protected  our  trade,  and  had  ma- 
•erially  annoyed  that  of  the  enemy.  It  is  unwise 
Q  us  to  despair  of  our  ability  to  do  this.  Argu- 
neots  founded  upon  what  tnay  happen  would  go 
iqualiy  to  prove  the  futility  of  establishing  a  navy, 
vhich  might  be  captured  by  the  adversary,  and 
;o  add  to  his  naval  strensth  as  to  evince  the  fruit- 
essness  of  building  vessds  for  trade,  because  they 
nay  be  taken.  If  a  measure  be  right  in  itself,  it  is 
mwiae  to  reject  it  because  its  ^neficial  effects 
^!f  be  defeated  by  a  war.  Had  we  always  acted 
rom  sQch  policy,  we  should  never  have  built  a 
isry,  nor  suffered  a  merchant  vessel  to  cross  the 
»cean. 

The  maxim  of  the  Romans,  never  to  dapair  of 
W  RipiHiCy  was  a  m«xim  of  wisdom  as  well  as  of 
onrage.  If  we  are  to  suffer  this  territory  to  re- 
gain a  barren  waste,  the  desire  we  had  to  extend  our 
lominal  limits  to  the  western  waters  was  vain  and 
hildish.  Were  it  not  ours  some  other  nation 
roold  have  occupied  it ;  civilization  would  have 
ommenced,  and  the  means  of  increasing  the  hap- 
iness  of  man  would  have  been  extended.  It  is 
le  doty  of  civilized  nations,  who  have  ac<)uired 
savage  eoantry,  to  cultivate  it,  to  reclaim  its 
wandering  aborigines,  to  draw  them  from  their 
>re8b,  to  condense  their  population,  and  to  con- 
ert  them,  if  not  into  farmers,  at  least  into  shep- 
^ds  and  herdsmen ;  and  it,  after  making  evei-v 
onest  effort  to  improve  their  condition,  they  still 
antinne  to  be  obeunately  hostile,  never  to  hesitate 
nihCoN.2dS£«a-*li 


at  the  adoption  of  means  necessary  to  seenre  the 
civilized  race  in  their  possessions. 

Mr.  Baylibs  adverted  to  the  importance  of  that 
branch  of  our  commerce  which  is  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Northwest  trade.  He  said  he  did  not 
know  but  that  it  was  of  more  value  than  the  whale 
fishery ;  and,  like  that,  it  grew  out  of  nothing ; 
labor  was  its  capital.  The  foundations  of  some 
of  the  most  princely  fortunes  in  Boston,  were  laid 
in  that  trade.  Vesseb  would  sail  from  ports  in 
the  United  States  sometimes,  as  he  was  told,  with 
small  assortments  of  hard  ware,  scarcely  exceed- 
ing ^5,000  in  value ;  with  such  articles  a  traffic 
for  furs  is  carried  on  with  the  natives  of  the  North* 
west  Coast  $  in  their  passages  from  that  coast  to 
China  they  have  touched  at  the  Sandwich  Islands, 
and  completed  their  lading  with  sandal  wood; 
those  articles  and  ginseng  being  the  only  ones 
which  were  saleable  in  the  Canton  market,  with 
the  manufactured  goods  and  teas  of  China.  They 
had  proceeded  to  South  America,  and,  with  the 
specie  obtained  from  their  sales  tnere,  would  re- 
tarn  asmin  to  China ;  and,  after  performing  a  cir* 
cuit  of  adventure,  porhaps  for  five  or  six  years,  re- 
turn home  with  their  original  five,  six,  or  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  increased  to  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

But  more  magnificent  prospects,  Mr.  Speaker, 
open  upon  our  viewin  relation  to  thecommerceof  the 
Pacific  Ocean.  T he  practicability  of  a  water  com- 
munication  which  should  unite  the  two  oceans,  the 
Atlantic  and  the  Pacific,  has  been  alluded  to  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Wright.)  To 
some,  this  scheme  may  appear  visionary  $  but  the 
Baron  Humboldt,  one  of  the  most  scientific  and  in- 
telligent of  travellers,  has  pointed  out  five  places  at 
which  the  junction  of  the  different  waters  might  be 
effected ;  he  had  no  doubt  of  its  perfect  practica- 
bility. In  less  than  thirty  years,  this  communica- 
tion will  be  made.  If  a  broad  and  capacious 
ship-channel  cannot  be  formed,  it  will  certainly 
not  be  difficult  to  make  a  channel  for  boat  navi- 
gation. In  either  case,  a  change  will  be  effected 
in  the  afiOairs  of  the  world  more  stupendous  in  its 
consequences  than  any  which  has  happened  since 
the  discovery  of  America.  Two  great  cities  at 
the  extremities  of  this  canal  would  be  the  depots 
of  the  commerce  of  both  hemispheres.  A  voyaoe 
from  Pensacola  or  New  Orleans  to  China  could 
be  effected  in  less  than  fifty  days.  Space  and  dis- 
tance would  be  conquered,  and  the  ends  of  the 
earth  would  be  brought  together.  There  never 
was  a  fairer  field  for  the  enterprise  of  the  mariner 
than  that  which  the  Pacific  Ocean  presents.  It 
is  seldom  dbturbed  by  storms ;  over  an  immense 
space  a  perpetual  summer  reigns ;  and  it  has  been 
demonstrated  to  be  susceptiUe  of  navigation  for 
nearly  five  thousand  miles  in  an  open  boat.  The 
mutiny  on  board  the  British  ship  Bounty,  must 
be  well  recollected,  and  the  passage  of  Captain 
Bligh  from  the  South  Sea  islands  to  Timor.  It 
would  afford  the  safest  steamboat  navigation  in 
the  world,  and  the  time  would  come  vvhen  the 
fires  of  thousands  of  those  conquerors  of  time,  and 
the  elements,  would  illuminate  the  long  tract  of 
its  waters. 
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It  has  been  ssid^  Mr.  Speaker,  continued  Mr. 
Baylies,  that  this  is  a  colonizing  plaiiy  and  that 
colonizing  is  noc  good  policy  for  this  naition.  The 
hill  under  eonsidemtion  does  not  contemplate  a 
colonial  settlement.  The  territory  proposed  to  be 
occupied,  is  already  a  part  of  the  Uniied  States. 
£kit  supnose  it  is  such  a  plan.  Let  us  look  to  his- 
tory ana  see  what  have  been  the  effects  of  systems 
of  colonization.  The  colonizing  States  of  aikcient 
times  were  the  most  powerful.  Carthage  was 
one  of  the  most  considerable  of  them,  and  it  was 
with  the  wealth  which  she  derived  from  her  col- 
onies, that  she  was  enabled  to  contend  so  long 
against  the  colossal  power  of  Rome. 

The  great  colonizing  nations  of  modem  Europe^ 
have  bwn  Spain,  Portugal,  HoUand,  France,  and 
England ;  and  which  of  these  nations  has  suffered 
in  consequence  of  the  extension  of  their  colonies? 
It  has  beoa  said  that  Spain  has  lost  her  strength,  her 
population,  and  her  riches.  By  referring  to  the 
nistory  of  that  monarchy  it  will  be  found  that  it 
was  originallv  divided  into  a  number  of  indepe&d^ 
ent  and  petty  kingdoms,  ppssessinf  neither  strength 
nor  consistency,  which  were  finally  united  by  the 
marriage  of  Ferdinand  and  IsabeliA,  in  whose 
lei^  America  was  discovered.  In  the  reign  of 
their  successor,  the  Emperor  Charles  V.,  Spain 
began  to  colonize  America.  From  the  mat  ac- 
tions in  which  that  Monarch  was  cngvigeo,  a  ficti* 
tious  grandeur  was  thrown  over  Spain.  He  was 
rather  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  King  of  Bohe- 
mia, and  Sovereurn  of  the  Low  Countries,  than 
KiDff  of  Spain.  Upon  his  abdication  his  successor 
was  left  with  dismemhered  territorjr  and  diminished 
power,  yet  the  colonies  of  Spain  continued  to 
nourisn  and  increase,  and  Spain  remained  a  pin- 
cipal  Power  in  Europe.  It  is  now  undeniably 
true,  that  the  weight  and  influence  of  Spain  have 
been  materially  diminished ;  yet  the  colonies,  in- 
stead of  exhausting,  have  famished  the  aliment  of 
her  existence,  the  wealth  which  for  a  long  time 
she  drew  from  America,  upheld  her  tottering 
power,  and  recruited  her  wasting  strength.  The 
population  of  Spain  is  as  great  at  this  day  as  ever. 
There  are  as  many  men  to  fill  the  ranks  of  her  ar- 
mies, as  there  were  in  the  proudest  day  of  her  glory. 
But,  sir,  her  moral  energy  has  depirted  $  it  has 
been  buried  in  the  cells  of  the  Inquisition ;  it  has 
been  prostrated  at  the  feet  of  the  Priests.  Big- 
otry has  sat  upon  the  bosom  of  that  nation  like  the 
nightmare,  and  every  noble  and  patriotic  feeling 
has  been  paralyzed;  but.  sir,  her  colonies  have 
not  diminished  her  wealto,  her  population,  or  her 
power.  Portu^l,  a  kingdom  scarcely  exceeding 
the  smallest  of  our  States  in  territorid  extent, 
with  a  population  less  than  2,000,000 ;  in  conse- 
quence of  the  wealth  and  strength  of  her  magnifi- 
cent colonies,  has  always  maintained  a  high  stand- 
ing amongst  the  nations  of  Earope.  When  the 
storm  which  recently  desolated  that  Continent 
burst  upon  her  head,  tlie  mother  was  protected  by 
the  chud ;  her  fallen  throne  was  reared,  and  her 
wandeAng  Monarch  was  sheltered  in  America. 
Brazil  has  worn  the  metropolitan  honors  of  Por- 
tugal. Holland,  in  extent,  was  scarcely  equal  to 
the  State  of  Maryland ;  yet  she  soon  became  the 


first  of  the  eolenizing  natieas,  and  by  her  wise  ud 
sagacious  poliey,  she  ^ve  bread  and  ricbes  to  kcr 
people^  when  her  territory  could  have  hardly  «£• 
ibnted  them  subsistence:  she  ravished  the  ladii 
trade  from  the  Portuguese,  she  estaUished  her  col- 
onial  system  on  a  solid  basis ;  "  her  merchnts 
were  princes,''  and  in  the  continental  wais  of  tke 
last  century,  the  Bank  of  Amsterdam  was  moie 
terrible  than  "  an  army  with  banners.''  Her  wdlth 
enabled  her  to  hold  the  balance  of  European  power; 
she  suj^lied  the  world  with  money,  and  thecofien 
of  her  merchants  materially  aided  the  cause  of 
American  Independence.  Holland  has  passed  for 
a  time  under  a  foreign  yoke ;  but  colonization  cer- 
tainly did  not  produce  that  degradation.  She  bt- 
came  too  rich,  and  with  the  fear  of  losing,  tDd 
with  the  hope  of  preserving  her  wealth,  she  sob- 
mitted ;  she  yielded  her  independence  in  the  Tain 
hope  that  her  dollars  might  oe  spared. 

France,  in  looking  back  to  the  numerous  and 
powerful  colonies  which  once  acknowledged  ha 
dominion,  must  feel,  one  would  think,  the  most 
poignant  regret  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  Looisi- 
ana,  St.  Domingo,  the  Isle  of  France,  Pondicherry, 
dbc.,  were  the  brightest  jewels  in  the  Crown  of  tbe 
Bourbons,  auid,  in  the  proudest  day  of  her  rerolo* 
tionary  and  imperial  triumphs,  her  people  sighed 
when  they  remembered  that  the  days  oi  her  colo- 
nial grandeur  were  the  days  of  her  happiness.  Tbe 
restless  ambition  of  her  Kings  lost  many  of  tkse 
colonies  to  France;  and  after  the  restoratioaof 
one,  which  now  forms  one  of  the  fairest  portions 
of  the  American  Republic,  the  necessities  of  the 
Emperor  Napoleon,  (perhaps  the  necessities  of  am- 
bition,)  induced  him  to  sell  it  to  the  United  States 
for  money !  Yet,*Napoleon  never  uttered  words  of 
more  wisdom,  than  when  he  said,  "  I  want  ships, 
commerce,  and  colonies."  The  elasticity  of  the 
French  character,  is  one  of  its  finest  trtits.  A 
Frenchman  never  despairs ;  he  never  loses  sight  of 
the  smallest  national  advantage;  and  Fraace  is 
even  now,  after  the  exhaustion  produced  b^airai 
of  twenty-five  years;  after  the  burdens  which 
have  been  imposed  on  her  people,  by  the  ansK* 
cessfol  termination  of  her  contest  with  United 
Europe,  preparing  such  means  as  she  has  to  e^ 
tablisn  another  colony  in  the  Island  of  Mada- 
gascar. 

Was  Great  Britain  more  powerful,  wealthf,  and 
happy,  before  she  began  to  colonize,  than  bov  ? 
I  thmk  not.  The  roagnificeoit  system  of  cokwiia- 
tion  commenced  in  the  reign  of  ttueen  EiixaVetk. 
Durin|^  the  reign  of  that  eztraof^inary  femal^ 
the  minds  of  her  subjects  received  a  new  and  nMK 
men  tons  impulse.  The  romantic  spirit  of  adveotms 
was  abroad.  Religion,  ambition,  enterprise,  sol 
avarice,  all  conspiied  to  lead  the  pious,  the  aspir 
ing,  the  bold  and  the  rapacious,  to  eiplore  thoii 
vast,  but  distant  regions,  which  bad  been  o^pco^ 
to  the  view  of  Europe,  and  from  that  time  she  hm 
been  growing  in  wealth,  in  grandeur,  m  pooolr 
tion,  and  in  power,  in  a  ratio  which  aJaoost  dcfi^ 
calculation.  Thirteen  of  her  colonies  now  fsrS 
a  powerful  nation,  glorying  in  their  iadependcs^ 
a«d  defying:  her  power ;  and  notwithstandinf  il 
her  exhausting  wars,  and  all  the  dmio  of  her  o» 
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(mill  emihitioD,  ffae  wms  never  mOFe-^polottfi, 
man  weuthv,  or  more  powerful,  tbaa  she  is  at 
this  day.  I  inow,  sir,  that  amen  has  beeo  said 
of  tlie  magnitade  of  her  natioiial  deht,  aad  her 
roin  has  again  and  again  been  predicted.  The 
debt,  sir,  in  raj  q^niea,  is  a  proof  of  the  wealth 
of  the  nation,  it  is  doe  from  the  nMion  in  the 
aggregate,  to  its  indiWdual  subjects,  and  surely 
they  most  hare  been  a  rich  people  who  were  able 
to  lend  to  their  Govemtnent  an  amount  of  money 
soenoraioas.  Is  this  nation  in  debt  to  other  na- 
tioBs?  Half  the  nations  in  Bnrope  have  been, 
and  still  ate,  indebted  to  her.  Inspect  the  balance 
sbeeis  of  her  merchants,  and  the  whole  trading 
world  viU  be  found  to  be  their  debtors.  She  has 
riehes  oo  her  surface,  she  has  riches  under  her  sur- 
face; and  enltinuion  has  exhausted  all  its  pow- 
ers 00  her  soil. 

I  have  advanced  these  historical  facts,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  show,  as  I  think  I  have  conelosively 
shown,  that  colonization  does  not  impair  the 
strength,  or  diminish  the  wealth  of  nations. 

I  hope,  sir.  I  shall  not  be  considered  too  enthu^ 
siastic  on  tnis  subject;  it  is  one  which  I  have 
maeh  at  heart.  Afflicted  as  I  am  with  a  severe 
cold,  it  is  painful  for  me  to  speak,  yet  I  will  mtfke 
ao  eflbrt  to  add  a  few  words  more. 

If  the  worst  that  has  been  predicted  should 
happen;  if  tbe  population  beyond  the  Rocky 
moQQtains  should  wish  for  independence,  and 
should  be  able  to  eflect  it,  would  it  not  be  better 
that  it  should  be  amicably  conceded  ?  And  ought 
we  to  regret  it?  Sir,  I  think  not.  Most  of  tbe 
nations  of  the  earth  have  been  anxious  to  trans- 
mit the  evidence  of  their  greatness  and  renown 
to  posterity.  It  is  a  natural  desire  and  passion ; 
for  this  purpose  the  triomphal  edifices  of  the  Ro- 
mans were  reared  ;  for  this  purpose  the  pyramids 
of  Egypt  were  erected ;  for  this  purpose  the  world 
is  filled  with  the  monuments  of  art ;  but,  with  a 
nation  of  kindred  blood,  governed  by  laws  simi- 
lar to  yours,  cherishing  your  principles,  speaking 
your  language,  add  worshipping  your  God,  you 
Dtty  rear  a  monument  more  magnificent  than  the 
An^  of  Trajan,  more  dtmiUethan  tbe  pyramids; 
a  lifinff,  animated,  and  everlasting  monument  of 
your  glory  and  your  greatness,  f  should  delight 
to  know  that  m  this  desolate  spot,  where  the 
prowtia^  cannibal  now  lurks  in,  the  forest,  hung 
round  with  hnman  bones,  and  with  human  scalps, 
that  the  temples  of  justice  and  the  temples  of 
^^  were  reared,  ana  man  made  sensible  of  the 
beneficent  intentions  of  his  Creator. 

Will  none  of  tbe  living  witness  scenes  like 
these?  There  are  tiow  living  witnesses  of  scenes 
rnore  wonderfnl — I  might  say  more  miraculous. 

Svery  gentleman  within  tnese  walls  will  recol- 
lect the  splendid  sally  of  eloquence  which  was 
elicited  from  Edmund  Burke  when  deseribiug  the 
progress  of  North  America  from  a  state  of  colo- 
aial  infancy  to  tnanhood.  Yet  we  have  now 
living  witnesses  of  scenes  which  even  the  glowing 
nind  of  Burke  could  not  have  imagined  or  con- 
ceived :  Men  who  have  seen  the  country  of  which 
hey  were  nntives  rise  from  tbe  rank  of  humble 
Mlonies  to  that  of  n  mighty  erapite;  who  have 


seen  a  commerce  which,  in  their  youth,  crept 
along  our  shores  in  miserable  boats,  gleaning  a 
few  wretched  articles  from  a  poverty-stricken  conn- 
try,  spreading  their  sails  to  every  breeze,  and  "  in- 
vading the  ice  of  either  pole :"  Who  have  seen  a 
population  of  scarcely  six  hundred  thousand 
swelled  into  ten  millions;  a  population  which,  in 
their  youth,  extended  scarcely  an  hundred  miles 
from  the  ocean,  spreading  beyond  the  mountains 
of  the  West,  and  sweepinp^  down  those  mighty 
waters  which  open  into  regions  of  such  matchless 
fertility  and  beautjr. 

Some  now  within  these  walls  mav,  before  they 
^die,  witness  scenes  more  wonderful  than  these ; 
'and  in  aftertimes  may  cherish  delightful  recol- 
lections of  this  day,  when  America,  almost  shrink- 
ing from  the  ^  shadows  of  coming  events,"  first 
placed  her  feet  upon  untrodden  ground,  scarcely 
daring'  to  anticipate  the  grandeur  which  awaited 
her.  Let  us  march  boldly  od  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  important,  this  useful,  and  this  splen- 
did object,  and,  my  word  for  it,  nt>  one  who  gives 
his  vote  tor  thi^  hill  will  repent.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  may  consider  it  as  one  of  the  proudest 
acts  of  his  life.' 

Mr.  Tucker  said,  that  he  had  intended  to  give 
a  silent  negative  to  tne  bill ;  but  when  he  vritnessed 
the  singular  spectacle  of  three  long  and  eloquent 
speeches  made  in  support  of  it,  and  no  member  rising 
affainst  it,  though  there  were  such  strong  symptoms 
of  opposition  to  the  measure,  he  thought  it  due  to 
a  frank  and  manly  course  of  legislatioi^,  and  re* 
spectfol  to  the  friends  of  the  bill,  to  state  his  ob^ 
ieetions  to  it,  regretting,  however,  that  the  task 
had  not  devolved  on  some  person  more  competent 
and  better  prepared  than  himself.  Mr.  T.  said  he 
did  not  object  to  the  occupation  of  the  mouth  of 
Columbia  river  because  he  considered  it  visionary 
and  nnfeasible,  for  he  thought  it  but  too  practicable, 
but  because  it  was  calculated  to  draw  off  our  pop- 
ulation and  capital  to  a  point  where  they  will  be 
less  efficient  and  useful  than  at  present,  and  where 
they  mnst  eventually  be  lost  to  these  States.  I 
also  agree,  said  Mr.  T.,  with  the  gentleman  who 
introduced  the  bill,  (Mr.  Floto,)  that  we  cannot 
arrest  the  progress  of  ohr  population  to  the  West. 
In  vain  may  the  Government  attempt  to  set  limits 
to  its  course.  It  marches  oo,  with  the  increasinj^ 
rapidity  of  a  fire,  and  nothing  will  stop  it  until  it 
reaches  the  shores  of  the  Pacific.  We  have  some 
data  by  which  we  may  estimate  this  progress. 
Our  population  has  been  found  to  double  m  some- 
thing less  than  twenty-five  years.  Now,  if  our 
settlements  have  advanced  westwardly  five  hun- 
dred miles  in  that  period,  (and  few  would  esti- 
mate it  so  low,)  then,  in  the  next  twenty-five 
years  we  shall  have  advanced  one  thousand  miles, 
and,  in  the  twenty-five  years  after,  two  thousana 
miles ;  which,  in  a  rijrht  line,  would  bring  us  in 
the  Pacific  Ocean.  Thus,  in  less  than  half  a  cen- 
tury, the  people  of  these  States  will  have  spread 
themselves  across  this  continent,  and  many  now 
living  will  see  the  vision  of  the  gentleman  fh)m 
Massachusetts  realized,  of  Christian  churches  and 
temples  of-  justice  reared  in  the  wilderness,  noir 
excluaively  occupied  by  savages.    But  while  I 
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consider  this  progress  of  our  population  to  the 
West  as  inevitable,  I  have  no  wish  to  accelerate 
it,  because,  in  the  nature  of  things,  the  people  on 
the  east  and  the  west  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains 
must  have  a  permanent  separation  of  interests. 

The  whole  country,  said  Mr.  T.,  lying  east  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  is  bound  together  by  the 
strongest  and  most  indissoluble  ties.     It  is  all 
Atlantic  country,  and  that  extensive  commerce 
which  is  so  beneficial  to  the  different  parts  must 
all  be  carried  on  on  the  Atlantic.    Nor  is  this  all. 
Those  immense  and  fertile  regions  which  are 
drained  by  the  Missouri  and  Mississippi,  have  but 
oneoutlet  for  their  surplus  products,  one  channel  for 
their  trade,  and  they  must  owe  the  secure  enjoy-* 
nient  of  it  to  the  States  lying  on  the  Atlantic,  as 
they  alone  can  furnish  the  seamen  which  a  navy 
requires.    We  are  thus  held  together  by  the  strong 
bands  of  commerce  and  mutual  defence.    But  not 
80  with  the  population  west  of  the  Rocky  Moan- 
tains.    Their  rivers,  emptying  themselves  into  the 
Pacific,  their  trade  will  naturally  be  with  China, 
Janan,  aiid  the  Philippine  Islands.    Thev  will  not 
only  be  invited  to  thitt  trade  bv  their  local  position, 
but  by  the  circumstances  of  their  situation.  Com- 
merce is  never  so  profitable  as  when  it  is  carried 
on  between  a  newly  settled  country  in  which  land 
is  fresh  and  easily  obtained,  and  one  in  which  a 
dense,  population  has  made  manufactures  cheap 
and  abundant.    The  people  on  the  Pacific  will 
then  find  their  best  employment  in  exchanging 
their  lumber,  and  bread  stuffs,  and  provisions  of 
all  sorts,  for  the  manufactures  of  China  and  Japan. 
They  can  have  no  inducement  to  trade  with  us. 
What  common  interest  can  they  have  with  us  on 
the  Atlantic?    The  connexion  would  bean  in- 
convenience and  a  burden  to  both.    If  we  invite 
people  there,  we  must  protect  them  until  they  are 
able  to  protect  themselves,  and  this  protection 
would  be  to  us  expensive,  and  to  them,  on  account 
of  the  distance,  often  tardy  and  inadequate.    If 
the  proposed  settlement  is  to  be  incorporated  into 
the  Union,  it  is  without  example  for  a  country  to 
have  a  part  of  its  territory  so  remote  from  the  rest 
From  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Columbia,  I  believe  tile  distance  to  be  about 
four  thousand  miles  by  any  route  that  is  now 
known. 

Mr.  T.  said,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
has  endeavored  to  derive  aid  to  the  bill  by  insist- 
ing on  the  advantages  of  colonies.  Sir,  when 
the  mother  country  has  a  monopoly  of  their  trade, 
they  may  increase  its  maritime  strength  and  its 
commercial  wealth,  but  in  other  respects  they  are 
uncongenial  to  our  Republican  institutions.  To 
preserve  their  indeiiendence,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  give  large  discretionary  powers  to  those  who 
govern  them,  and  I  have  no  wish  to  see  introduced 
among  us  those  distant  prsetorships  whose  effects 
were  so  pernicious  in  the  Roman  Empire. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  was  aware  of  the  great  advan- 
tages of  the  whale  fisheries  and  the  fur  trade;  he 
believed  that  no  employment  of  our  ships  or  sea- 
men was  so  gainful  as  these.  But  he  thought 
that  the  .communications  read  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Batlibb,)  showing  that 


moat  of  the  whales  and  aeak  were  do#  taken  in 
the  South  Pacific,  though,  from  the  growing 
scarcity  of  whales  in  that  ocean,  they  might  \x 
obtained  in  greater  abundance  in  the  Northern 
Ocean.    [Mr.  Batlibs  aaid  the  gentleoian  from 
Virginia  was'mistakeo,  and  made  an  exptaaaiion.] 
Mr.  T.  continued :  Admitting  that  1  am  mistaken 
in  that  (act,  and  that  oar  whale  and  seal  ships  are 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  mouth  of  Columbia 
river,  this  trade  requires  not  your  proteetion  or 
eneooragement.    There  has  been  no  document 
laid  before  the  House  to  ahow  that  it  is  required, 
or  even  asked  for.    If  protection  were  required,  I 
should  be  as  ready  to  vote  for  it  as  any  member  of 
this  House }  but  even  then  I  should  only  be  foe 
establishing  a  military  post    The  advocates  (or 
this  bill  say  there  is  no  port  on  the  whole  coast  of 
the  Pacific  in  which  our  vessels  have  a  right  to 
enter  and  refit    But,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  oor 
citizens  have  not  only  found  it  macticable  to  refit 
their  shins  on  the  Columbia  rim,  but  they  have 
even  built  vessels  tbereu    At  all  events,  those  who 
are  concerned  ia  the  trade  have  not  complained  of 
this  inconvenience,  and,  until  they  do,  I  am  not 
for  inviting  a  settlement  which,  before  rery  loag^ 
must,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  lost  to  this  na- 
tion.   Mr.  T.  said  such  were  hb  honest  views  of 
the  bill,  and  he  felt  himself  bound  to  disclose  tbeoif 
professing  himself  ready  to  abandon  them  if  they 
should  be  shown  to  be  erroneous, 

Mr.  Floyd  rose,  and,  in  order  to  accommodate 
the  wishes  of  some  gentlemen,  who  desired  time 
to  consider  this  subject,  and  also  because  a  resolu- 
tion had  been  this  day  laid  on  the  table  calling  for 
further  information  on  the  subject,  moved  that  the 
further  consideration  of  this  bill  be  postponed  to 
the  second  Monday  in  January. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Tbdbsday,  December  19. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mbrcbr,  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  at  the  last  session, 
on  the  petition  of  Andrew  Bartle^  together  with 
the  said  petition,  was  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Colden,  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  continuing  to  the  widow  and  child 
of  the  late  Captain  James  Lawrence,  of  the  United 
States  Navy,  the  pensions  heretofore  allowed  to 
them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  coo- 
firming  certain  claims  to  land  in  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois, were  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof,  and  it  was  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  Committee  oa 
the  Post  Ofi&ce  and  Post  Roads  w«e  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the 
act,  entitled  *^An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  D. 
Hay,"  approved  April  18,  1814,. as  to  exonerate 
the  said  Hay  from  any  demands  which  the  United 
States  had  against  him  as  a  deputy  postmastff, 
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prior  to  the  passage  of  the  aforesaid  act ;  at  like- 
wise aoy  costs  that  may  hare  acemed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  Detition  of  George 
W.  Titas,  which  was  read  aad  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  uUe. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  an  act  to  repeal  part 
of  an  act  passed  by  the  State  of  Maryland  in  the 
year  1794,  and  now  in  force  in  Georgetown,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  entitled  "An  act  for  an 
addition  to  Georgetown,  in  Montgomery  county," 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Among  the  petitions  this  day  presented,  was  one 
by  Mr.  Stewart,  from  sundry  mhabitants  of  the 
State  of  Pennsyirania,  praying  for  the  aid  and 
patronage  of  Congress  in  a  plan  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  the  river  Potomac,  from 
tide-water  to  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  Trimble  submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution : 

Raolved^  That  the  Pretideot  of  the  United  SUtes 
be  reqoestad  to  inform  this  House  what  appropriations 
wtU  be  required  to  enable  him  to  &jrtifj  Thompson's 
Island,  Qsaaliy  called  Key  Wut  /  and  whether  a  naval 
depot  established  at  that  island^  protected  by  fortifica- 
tions, will  not  a£G>rd  facilities  in  defending  the  com- 
merce of  the  States,  and  in  clearing  the  GaUf  of  Mexico 
and  the  adjacent  seaa  of  pirates. 

• 

This  resolution  lies  on  the  table  one  day,  ac- 
cording to  the  rules. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  the  bill  to  provide 
for  disciplining  the  militia  of  the  United  States, 
now  lyine  on  the  table,  was  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretarjr  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
the  books  containing  the  decisions  of  the  com- 
missioners on  the  claims  to  land,  derived  from 
French  and  Spanish  titles  in  the  late  Territory  of 
Missouri  and  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  called  for 
OQ  the  motion  of  Mr.  Scott  ;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Breckbnbidoe,  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  holding  a  district  court  at 
Louisville,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  was  dis- 
charged therefrom,  and  it  was  recommitted  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Sayles  was 
then  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-dav,  and 
-was  subsequently  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  Senate. 

[The  case  of  William  Savles  is  this:    He  be- 
came security,  in  the  year  la07,  for  the  Postmas- 
ter at  Peterboro,  in  the  State  of  New  York.    In 
a  8 15,  the  Postmaster  removed  from  that  part  of 
ahe  country.    In  1821.  William  Sayles  was  sued 
ibr  the  money  due  by  nis  principal  to  the  Govern- 
Vtent,  and  judgment  was  recovered  against  him 
iCor  upwards  of  9300,  upon  which  he  is  now  con- 
Ifined  in  the  limits  of  the  county  prison.    Sayles  is 


eiffhty-two  years  of  aee.  and  miserably  poor.  The 
bin  proposes  to  discharge  him  from  confinement 
on  his  delivering  up  all  the  property  he  has  or 
may  hereafter  acquire.] 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  roll  of  the 
Orders  of  the  day.  The  first  subiect  was  the  bill 
"to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt;"  which  was 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee:  and  Messrs. 
Smith  of  Kentucky,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  and 
CuTHBERT,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

The  bill  for  making  a  road  from  the  Miami  of 
Lake  Erie  to  the  Connecticut  Reserve,  was  for 
some  time  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  hot  was 
deferred  to  another  day  until  the  report  accom- 
panying the  bill  could  be  printed. 

The  bill  securing  to  mechanics  and  others^  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  payment  for  materials 
and  labor  emnlored  in  buildinff,  passed  throuffh  a 
Committee  oi  the  Whole,  and  was  amended,  on 
the  iBotion  of  Mr.  Latrrop,  so  as  to  require  the 
contract,  constituting  the  lien  on  the  property,  to 
be  in  writing,  and  recorded  in  the  Clerk's  omee 
of  the  Circuit  Court,  before  the  com)>letion  of  the 
building.  Thus  amended,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  on  Monday 
next,  oy  a  vote  of  ^  to  40. 

Several  bills  were  passed  over  without  any  one 
calling  them  up ;  among  which  were  the  bills  to 
make  perpetual  the  act  to  regulate  the  collection 
of  duties,  of  3d  March,  1815)  the  bill  to  regulate 
the  entry  of  merchandise  from  adjacent  territories: 
the  bill  to  provide  for  the  survey  and  disposal  of 
the  public  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Florida ;  the 
bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  district  of  Colum- 
bia to  form  a  frame  of  government,  &c. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  instructing  and  discip- 
lining the  Midshipmen  of  the  Navy,  bein^;  next  m 
turn,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fuller,  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs. 

The  resolution  moved  yesterday  callinc^  upon 
the  President  for  the  laws,  &c.,  passed  in  the  Ter- 
ritorial Government  of  Florida,  was  also  taken 
up,  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reid,  of  Georgia,  the  report 
of  a  committee  of  the  last  session,  adverse  to  the 
long  standing  claim  of  the  Georsia  militia,  for 
services  rendered  in  ■  1792,  '3  and  %  and  the  re- 
port adverse  to  the  petition  of  General  Thomas 
Glasscock,  were  taken  up,  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Little,  in  moving  the  following  resolu- 
tion, said  that  it  was  represented  to  him  that  the 
relief  intended  to  be  afforded  to  sick  and  disabled 
seamen,  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  was 
not  now  afforded  in  all  cases.  Whether  this  was 
owing  to  a  defect  in  the  law,  or  to  a  deficiency  of 
funds,  he  knew  not.  Certain  it  was,  the  fact  was 
so ;  and,  deeming  it  a  proper  subject  for  inquiry, 
he  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following : 

Resoived,  Tbst  the  Committee  on  Commerce  t>e 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amend- 
ing the  laws  as  will  more  efiectuslly  afibrd  relief  to 
sick  end  disabled  seamen. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 
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MEDALS. 


Mr.  Alexander  Smyth,  from  the  Joint  Library 
Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of 
•Qeorge  W.  Erving,  Esq.,  accompanying  a  collec- 
tion of  medab,  reported  that  they  have  had  the 
3ame  onder  consideration,  and  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

ReMohed^  That  the  Spmker  be  directail  to  erprets 
to  George  W.  Enriog,  £iq.,  the  thanks  of  this  House 
fat  the  liberal  donation  ef  French  and  American 
medals  made  bj  bim  to  Congress,  lor  the  use  of  the 
liational  Library. 

The  report  being  read,  the  qnestion  was  taken 
lo  concur  in  the  resolution  therein  submitted,  and 
passed  in  the  affirmatire  unanimously. 

The  following  letter  and  catalogue  accompanied 
the  report : 

BosTOK,  July  i,  IflBfi. 

8i«:  The  letter  whieh  I  had  the  honor  to  address 
to  yon  en  the  4th  July,  1819,  and  which  Mr.  Lowndes 
waa  so  obliging  as  to  take  ohaif  e  of  and  deliver,  was 
inlanded  to  have  been  accompanied  by  the  colleOion 
«f  medals  therein  referred  to,  but  this  was  nnlbrtn* 
aately  lost  on  board  the  ship  *' Factor,"  bound  to  New 
York ;  of  which  accident  it  appeara  that  the  House 
was  duly  informed  by  its  committee.  As  soon  as  I 
heard  of  it,  I  endeavored  to  procure  a  duplicate  of  the 
collection,  and  succeeded,  a  few  days  before  I  left 
Pails,  in  April  last.  This,  together  with  the  medals 
whidi  bave  been  struck  at  Paris  to  commemorate  some 
principal  events  of,  and  men  distinguished  in,  out 
R«vohition,  1  Uke  the  liberty,  through  you,  sir,  of 
hertwHh  sending  and  offering  to  Congress  for  the  use 
olthe  National  Library. 

With  senbBitBls  of  the  highest  respect,  dec. 

GEOftGE  W.  BEVIN6. 

To  the  Hon.  the  SrxAKan 

of  the  House  of  Repneentaiivea. 

P.  &  'a  printed  catalogue  of  the  French  medals  is 
enclosed  in  the  caae  which  contains  them.  The 
American  medals  are  but  five,  proper,  via :  One  of 
General  Washington  at  the  Siege  of  Boston ;  one  of 
Doctor  Franklin  ;  one  of  Paul  Jones ;  two  of  the  battle 
of  the  Cowpens.  To  these  I  bave  thought  it  well  to 
add  Columbus  and  Kosciusko,  taken  from  the  collec- 
tion of  iNustrious  men  deceased,  now  puMishiog  in  the 
Frcnoh  Mint.  G.  W.  E. 

MONNAIE  DE8  MEDAILLE8. 

CoUeeiion  des  Midaillea  en  bronze^  dea  eampagnee  et 

du  regne  de  FEmpereur  NapoUon. 

nxsievATiOK  nss  xkdaillis. 

.1796  Bataille  de  Montenotte.* 
Bataille  de  Mill^simo. 
Batailie  de  Castiglione. 

1797  Reddition  de  Mantoue. 
Capitulation  de  Mantoue.* 
Passage  du  TagUamento. 
Traill  de  Campo-Formio. 

1798  Conqu^  de  la  Basse-Egyple.* 
Conqu^te  de  Is  Haute-Egypte* 
L'Egyple  Conqnise.* 

1799  Retour  A  Fr^us.* 

1800  Passage  du  Grand  6aiat-Bcrnard.« 
Bataille  de  Marengo. 

Mort  du  Giniral  Desaix. 


ISOe  Ctflonne  IMpOTtcaentale. 

Colonne  natiosale. 

LaQnai  Pesaix. 

Hoanenn  lendns  a  Twenne. 

Attantai  da  Irois  Nlvooe. 
1801  Paix  de  Lun^ville. 

Autre  sur  le  mtoe  aajet. 
18QS  Paiz  d*  Amiens. 

Autre  sur  le  m£me  sujeL 

lUtablissement  du  Culte. 

Organisation  de  rinstruction  publiqoe.* 

1803  Negociations  avec  rAngleterie.* 
Conqu6te  du  Hanovre.* 

La  V^nos  de  M^icis.* 
Lee  Ecoles  de  Pharmaeiew* 
La  Fortune  Conservatriee.* 
Le  Mus^  Napoleon,  ( MIe  de  rAfmllon.* 
(9  medals.)         i  SaUe  du  Laocoon.* 
La  L^igion  d'Honnev.* 
L'Ecole  dcs  Mines  du  Monl>91«n&* 
Le  Camp  de  Boulogne.* 
Construction  des  deux  miUe  Barqaca>* 
Le  Code  Napoleon.* 

1804  Le  Courondement  a  Paris.*   (4  medak.) 
Le  8acre.* 

Repas  donn^  par  la  vtlle  de  Paris. 
F^tes  du  Conronnement. 
Distribntion  des  Aigfee.* 
La  Monnaie  des  Midailles  r^tablie.* 
8ociet^  Centrale  de  Vaccine.* 
1806  Visits  du  Pape  Pie  VH.* 
Couronnement  k  Milan.* 
Le  Tombeau  de  Desaix.* 
Autre,  avec  inscription.* 
La  Ligurie  r^unie  &  la  France.* 
Les  Ecoles  de  M^ecine.* 


Fremiire  Campagnt  d'Auiricke, 

1805  Lev^e  du  Camp  de  Boulogne.* 
Allocution  sur  le  Pont  du  Lech.* 
Cspitulation  d'Ulm  et  de  Memmingen.* 
Pnse  de  Vienne  et  de  Presbourg.* 
Reprise  des  Drapeaux  i  Inspru^* 
BataiUe  d'Ansteriitx.* 

Les  trots  Empereurs.* 
Btttrevue  des  deux  fimpereun.* 
Mpvtation  des  Maires  de  Patis  et  Sehoea- 

brunn. 
Paix  de  Presbouig.* 
Cath^rale  de  Vtenae.* 
Cooqu^te  de  Venise.* 

1806  Conqu^te  de  I'lstrie.* 
Coiiqudte  de  la  Balmatie.* 
Conqu^te  de  Naples.* 
Souverainet^  donn^es.* 
Manage  du  Prince  de  Bade.* 
Colonne  de  la  Grande  Arm^e.* 
L*Arc  de  Triomphe.* 

Campagnes  de  Prune  et  de  Poiogne, 

1806  ConC^d^ration  du  Rhin.^ 
BataUle  d'Mna.* 
Aatre  sar  le  m6me  sv^t. 
Entire  i  Berlin.* 

Capitulation  dee    quatre   Fortercssss    de  fa 

Prusse»* 
Alliance  avec  la  Saxe.* 
Occupation  de  Hambourg.* 

1807  Les  Aigles  Franvaises  sur  la  VistuU.* 
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1807  ButaUle  d*Ejhn.* 
84joaT  i  Ost^rode.* 
BaUiUe  de  FriedUod.* 
L«  Victoire  du  14  Juin.* 
Occupation  des  trois  CapUsIes.* 
CoBqodta  de  U  StlMe.* 
P«ix  de  Tileit* 

Le  grnd  VuiM  de  Vmnovie.* 
Le  Roymame  de  WettplMlie.* 
Mwiage  do  Roi  de  WeetphiKe.* 
IMmiiM  de  rfitmiie  i  rSmpite.^ 
Le  BimploD.* 
Bmie  de  Kke  A  Bonw.* 
L'Aif te  cowroiaee.* 

Campagne  d^£»p^gne. 
im  L'fiati^  •  Madrid. 

Seeonde  Campagne  eTAutriche. 

1009  Ruptove  da  Traat^  de  Prefbourg,  el  Bataillet 
d^Abenibeiy  et  d'Eckmuhl.* 
Mpert  de  Parts,  et  entree  i  Yieane.* 
BataUie  d'EuIinf ,  ct  paaiage  da  Danube.* 
Prise  de  Raab.* 

Attaque  d'Anvers,  et  S^jour  a  Schoenbrdun.* 
Reunion  de  I'Etat  Romain  i  I'Empire.* 
Rome  seeonde  Capitale.* 
Conqu^te  de  lUljrie.* 
BataiUe  de  Wagram.* 
Paix  de  Viemie.* 

Vudte  du  Roi  de  Saxe  a  la  Monnaie  des  M^- 
dailles.* 

ISIO  Ytfite  du  Rei  et  de  U  Reiae  de  Bavi^e  i  la 

Moiuiaie  des  M^dailles.* 
Haiiage  de  I'Empereor.*     (4  medals.) 
L' Amour  emportant  le  Foudra.* 
Virite  du  Grand  Due  de  Wurtsbourg  i  la 

Monoaie  des  M^dailles.* 
Statue  de  Desaix.* 
Le  Canal  de  TOurcq.* 
Orphelines  de  la  Legion  d'Honneur.* 
Poflipe  Fondbre  du  Due  de  Montebello. 

1811  Naissanoe  du  Roi  de  Rome.* 
Baptfime  du  Roi  de  Rome. 
Le  Roi  de  Rome.*    (3  medals.) 

CouRp^gne  de  Jliiasie. 

1813  Prise  de  WUna.* 
Bataille  de  la  Moskowa.* 
Entree  i  Moseon.* 

Las  Aigles  Fran^anes  sur  le  Borjstb^ne.* 
liOe  Aigles  Francoises  sur  le  Wolga.* 
Retrace  de  fArm^.* 
Fondation  de  TEeole  des  Beaux  Arts  i  Rome. 

1613  Bataille  de  Lutxen.* 
BataiUe  de  Wurtchen.* 
Le  Monument  du  Mont  Cenis.* 

1814  F^vrier,  1814.* 

1816  Retour  de  rEmperenr.* 

L'Imp&ratrice  Marie  Louise.* 
La  Frineease  Elisa.* 
Ija  Prinoesse  Fauliiie.* 
La  Reine  de  Naples.* 
La  Reine  Hortense* 


NoTK^-Those  marked  thus  (*)  were  ordered  by  the 
Government,  and  designed  ami  execnied  uader  tke 
directioii  of  M.  Denon. 


OCCUPATION  OF  COLUMBIA  RIVEa 

The  Hovte  havinff  tftken  up  the  resoltttion  yes- 
terday mored  by  Mr.  Jobn«toii,  of  Louisiana, 
requesting  the  Secretary  of  Stale  to  comaHuicate 
certain  information  respecting  the  territory  at  the 
month  of  Columbia  rirer — 

Mr.  CoLDBN  suggested  that  the  letter  of  Mr. 
PfCTost  had  been  already  j^oblished. 

Mr.  JoBMBTON,  of  Louisiana,  said  he  was  aware 
the  letter  was  pubiiafaed.  The  information  in  that 
letter  was  not  a  material  part  of  the  reec^ution. 
It  might  be  dispensed  with,  though  it  was  desir- 
able to  lay  all  the  information  on  the  subject  be- 
fore the  House  together.  He  said,  the  British 
Northwest  Company  had  extended  their  trade 
through  Canada,  to  the  westward  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  so  that  it  had  been  necessary  to  supply 
their  ftotories  by  the  Pacific.  The  goods  had 
been' usually  sent  to  Boston,  and  then  shipped  to 
the  mouth  of  Colombia,  and  thenoe  to  their  fac- 
tories. It  was  geoemlly  tmdentood  that,  abont 
the  year  1814,  the  proprietors  (our  citizens)  made 
an  arrangement  with  the  Northwest  Company,  by 
which  they  became  possessed  of  the  estabhshment, 
and  through  that  channel  their  fadories  are  now 
aopplied.  He  wished  to  know  the  nature  and 
character  of  this  arran^ment ;  what  sort  of  pos- 
session they  had  obtained ;  and  what  measure 
was  necessary  to  assert  our  claim  to  the  country. 

Mr.  FLOTn  said,  he  was  glad  to  find  the  gen- 
tleman favorably  disposed  towards  the  bill  for  es- 
tablishing a  government  at  the  mouth  of  the  Co- 
lumbia. He  objected,  however,  to  the  phraseology 
of  the  resolution.  The  Deoartments  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, as  they  are  callea,  exist  merely  as  the 
creatures  of  a  law  of  Congress,  and  the  language 
of  Congress  to  them  had  always  been  that  of  com- 
mand or  instruction,  not  of  request  As  the  rea- 
diest way  of  amending  this  resolution,  Mr.  F. 
moved  so  to  alter  it  as  to  address  the  inquiry  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  instead  of  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Johnston  assented  to  this  amendment.  He 
had  not  made  up  his  mind,  he  said,  what  measures 
were  necessary  to  be  adopted  with  regard  to  the 
country  in  ouestion.  When  the  information  was 
before  the  House  he  should  be  disposed  to  do  what- 
ever was  necessary  to  maintain  our  rights  in  that 
quarter,  to  prevent  any  intrusion  on  our  limits. 
especiaUy  to  secure  the  duties  on  goods  imported 
through  that  channel,  and  to  prevent  any  right 
being  acquired  there  by  our  acquiescence,  d:c. 

Mr.  FLorn  adverted  to  the  information  on  the 
subject  given  in  the  report  of  the  committee  which 
accompanied  the  bill  at  the  last  session.  That 
information,  he  said,  had  been  collected  from  the 
best  sources;  from  the  Executive,  from  books  in 
the  public  library,  and  from  two  highly  respect- 
able and  intelligent  gentlemen.  (Messrs.  Crooks 
and  Farnum,)  to  whom  he  ou^t,  before  now,  to 
have  acknowledged  his  obligations,  d:c. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

INDIAN  TRADING  £BTABLI8HM£NT. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  resolution  yester- 
day laid  on  the  table,  calling  on  the  President  of 
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the  United  States  for  informatioD  what  steps  had 
beea  taken  by  the  Execntiye  to  carry  into  effect 
the  act  of  the  last  session,  to  abolish  the  Indian 
Trading  Establiahment. 

Mr.  Mallary  saggested  that  the  President,  in 
his  Message  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  stated 
that  measures  had  been  taken  to  carry  that  act 
into  execution ;  and  that,  when  the  information 
should  be  received  of  the  manner  of  its  execution, 
he  would  transmit  it  to  Congress.  Mr.  M.  doubt- 
ed,  under  these  circumstances,  the  propriety  of 
passing  the  resolution. 

On  motion,  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table; 
but,  subsequently. 

On  motion  oi  Mr.  Mbtcalpb,  the  resolution 
was  again  taken  up.  and,  on  his  representation 
that  its  passage  would  facilitate  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afiairs,  by 
procuring  for  it  such  information  as  may  be  at 
this  time  received,  without  waiting  until  the  whole 
should  be  received,  the  resolution  was  passed. 

ADDITIONAL  JUDGE  OF  MICHIGAN. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Siblet,  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  to  provide  for  an  additional  judge  in  the 
Territory  of  Michiffan. 

On  the  details  of  the  bill,  (the  general  necessity 
for  which  was  fully  explained  by  Mr.  Sibley,; 
some  debate  arose  between  Mr.  Sibley  and  Mr. 
Cook. 

Mr.  Cook  moved  to  strike  out  a  proviso  in  the 
bill,  which  is  in  the  following  words : 

'*  That  nothing  in  this  met  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  give  cognizance  to  the  court  hereby  estab- 
lished, of  cases  of  admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdiction, 
nor  of  cases  wherein  the  United  States  shall  be  plain- 
tiffs." 

The  motion  to  strike  out  this  proviso  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative. 

After  some  small  amendments,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House ;  and  the 
question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third 
reading — 

Mr.  Rankin  stated  his  objections  to  the  bill, 
which  were,  first,  that  the  other  judges  of  the 
Territory,  now  three  in  number,  ought  to  be  com- 
pelled to  discharge  the  duties  proposed  now  to  be 
conferred  on  this  fourth  judge ;  and  that  the  pow- 
ers of  this  judge  were  to  be  different  from  those  of 
the  other  judges  of  the  Territory. 

Mr.  McCoy  was  not  Mtisfied  that  this  bill 
ought  to  pass.  If  it  passed'at  all,  he  was  of  opin- 
ion, with  Mr.  Cook,  that  ofGicers  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  constitute  a  complete  court.  For  the 
present  he  moved  that  the  bill  do  lie  on  the  table. 

This  motion  he  withdrew,  to  allow  of  a  motion 
for  recommitment  of  the  bill  to  be  made. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  took  place,  in  which 
the  recommitment  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Little; 
and  ODDOsed  by  Messrs.  Sibley,  Williams  of 
North  Carolina,  Colden,  Plumer  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  J.  S.  Jobnbton. 

The  recommitment  was  supported  on  the  ground 
of  a  necessity  for  further  inquiry,  and  uso  on 


the  objection  to  unnecessarily  multiplying  paUic 
offices. 

The  recommitment  was  opposed,  on  the  ground 
that  the  case  in  contemplation  of  the  bill  was  oDe 
which  imperiously  required  a  remedy — the  peo- 
ple of  the  country  now  suffering  from  the  want  of 
a  court,  had  at  present  to  travel  some  one  thousand 
miles,  some  six  hundred,  some  four  hundred,  &c., 
to  Detroit,  where  the  supreme  court  now  holds  its 
sessions,  which  was  such  a  denial  as  to  amount  to 
a  refusal  of  justice,  dbc 

The  bill  was  not  recommitted,  bat  was  finallf 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MgLane,  the  bills  concerning 
the  collection  of  the  revenue,  dec,  panad  over  this 
morning,  were  reinstated  in  their  place  in  the  or- 
ders of  tne  day. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  iaio  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  that  subject. 

No  debate  or  objection  being  made  to  the  bill  to 
make  perpetual  the  act  of  3d  March,  1815,  for 
regulating  the  collation  of  the  duties  on  imports, 
it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow ;  snd 
the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  December  20. 

Mr.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  presented  a  me- 
morial of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  praying  for  a  grant  of  two  small  tracts 
of  land  belonging  to  the  United  States,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  useful  and  important  public  purpc^es; 
which  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  which  was  recommitted  the  bill 
to  authorize  the  establishment  of  a  Penitentiary 
within  the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  an 
amendatorv  bill,  which  was  committea  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WiLLiABTS,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  James  Smitli,  paymaster,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  o£  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Woodson  Wren,  accompanied  by  a 
Dill  for  his  relief:  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  the  subject  had  been 
committed,  reported  a  bill  concerning  the  appor- 
tionment of  Representatives  in  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama ;  which  was  read  twice^  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  discharg- 
ed from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
John  Hogg,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury. 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  pe> 
tition  of  John  Dodge,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Militia. 
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Mi.FvLLBR  sammitted  the  following  resolution, 
whid)  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  laid  on  tbe 
table  one  day. 

Smktd,  That  the  SecieUry  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
neat  he  directed  to  infonn  thia  Hoase  what  rulea  and 
nguktiom  have  been  prepared  by  the  Board  of  Cora- 
Disaoaen,  and  approved  by  the  President,  for  tbe 
fowromeDt  of  tbe  Navy  of  tbe  United  States ;  and 
bow  £tf  a  revinon  of  the  same  may  be  neeeaaMry. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Fuller,  the  Commissioners 
of  Nary  Hospitals  were  directed  to  report  to  this 
Hgok  the  amount  of  the  sums  received  bv  them 
by  virtue  of  the  act  of  the  26th  of  February, 
ISll  y  the  balance  remaining  in  their  hands,  and 
what  measures  have  been  taken  by  them  to  effect 
theobjects  pointed  out  in  the  third  section  of  said 
act 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCarty,  the  Committee 
cfl  Military  Affiiirs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
liHf  eipediencr  of  continuing  to  the  widow  of  the 
'iteColoQel  Kiectus  Backus,  who  fell  at  Sackett's 
Harbor,  daring  the  late  war,  the  half  pay  pension 
^etofore  allowed  to  her. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Cannon,  that  the 
House  do  now  proceed  to  consider  the  resolutions 
sQbciined  by  him  on  the  10th  instant,  and  laid  on 
ihetaUe,  upon  the  subject  of  the  militia;  which 
iBctioo  to  consider  was  disagreed  to  by  the  House 
>aFoteof59to56. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
tli&t  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
UtiesTJz:  An  act  concerning  the  lands  to  be 
&ra£ted  to  the  State  of  Missouri,  for  the  purposes 
■^(  fliQcation,  and  other  public  uses ;  an  act  for 
ie  relief  of  Jacob  Babbit;  and  an  act  fo^  the  re- 
i:*f of  Samuel  H.  Walley,  and  Henry  G.  Foster; 

vi  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 

Ho«e. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles,  to 

tit: 

1-  Aa  act  concerning  the  lands  to  be  granted 
^  ^  State  of  Missouri,  for  the  purposes  of  edu- 
catioa,  and  other  public  uses ; 
^-  Ad  act  for  tne  relief  of  Jacob  Babbit ;  and 
3  Aq  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  H.  Walley 
aod  Hflirf  G.  Foster,  were,  severally,  read  the 
mt  aad  second  time,  and  referred :  tne  first,  to 
<li«  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and  the  sec- 
ond and  third,  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meaos. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  the  appoint- 
^m  of  an  additional  judge  for  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  was  read  a  third  time,  and,  on  motion 
^^  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  it  was  ordered,  for 
^iiy«sent,  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tbceogrrossed  bill  to  make  pernetual  the  act  of 
March  5, 1815,  to  regulate  the  coUection  of  duties 
^  imports  and  tonnage,  was  read  a  third  time, 
P*i5ed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

ARMING  MILITIA  WITH  RIFLES. 

Mr.  WiiQBT  submitted  the  following : 

^^ooM,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Militia  be  in- 
^actcd  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  arming  the 
^"<^«  with  rifles,  exeept  tbow  residing  in  cities,  towns, 
tai  TiUagei,  and  report  theteon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 


In  oflfering  thia  resolution,  Mr.  Wright  said  he 
had  submitted  it  in  confidence  of  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  subject,  it  being  one  of  the  first 
importance,  the  protection  of  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  and  from  his  own  experience  in  the  use  of 
fire  arms,  having  taken  a  hand  in  two  wars,  he 
hoped  for  the  attention  of  the  House  to  his  remarks. 
The  militia  in  the  country,  said  Mr.  W.,  in  their 
dispersed  situation,  can  never  be  taught  the  use  of 
the  musket,  and  manoeuvres  necessary  to  fit  them 
to  contend  with  a  regular  foreign  army.    The 
labor  they  undergo  in  their  periodical  meetings^ 
their  marchings  and  counter-marches ;  their  lug- 
ging their  rusty  mnskets  five  or  six  miles,  or,  per- 
adventure,  the  using  sticks  for  firelocks,  is  truly 
painful  to  a  spectator  skilled  in  arms,  I  know 
vastly  distressing  to  the  country  militia.    They, 
sir,  have  such  disgust  to  this  business,  and  such 
antipathy  to  the  duties  of  militiamen,  have  so  little 
conndence  in  their  fitness  to  contend  with  a  regu- 
lar army,  that  they  consider  themselves  as  sacri- 
fices to  the  liberties  of  their  country,  when  thus 
compelled  to  fight.    But,  sir,  arm  the  country 
militia  with  rifles,  and  possess  each  of  them  witn 
a  rifle,  compel  them  to  meet  as  often  as  may  be 
thought  necessary,  and  distribute  the  fines  and 
forfeitures  into  premiums  for  sharp  shooting — tak- 
ing care  to  have  the  fourth  day  ot  July,  perpetual, 
one  of  those  days ;  and,  sir,  you  will  relieve  the 
militia  from  an  intolerable  burden,  give  them  a 
perfect  confidence  in  their  strengtii  and  power, 
and  make  them,  as  I  have  always  thought  they 
were,  the  real  bulwark  of  the  liberties  of  their 
country.    They  fight  for  themselves,  and  not  like 
mercenaries  for  pay ;  thev  in  a  little  time,  a  hun- 
dred or  two  hundred  yards,  would  be  sure  of  their 
object ;  and  riflemen  need  not  be  told  of  the  vast 
certainly  to  which  the  use  of  the  rifle  may  be 
brouffht.    The  havoc  made  at  New  Orleans,  near 
the  close  of  the  last  war.  leaves  no  doubt  on  this 
subject.    I  have  been  told  of  a  case,  of  two  rifle- 
men there,  who  shot  at  the  same  oflicer,  and  each 
claimed  him^-one  said  that  he  shot  to  hit  him 
under  the  left  eye;  the  other  that  he  shot  at  his 
head ;  he  was  found  to  have  l>een  shot  just  under 
the  left  eye,  and  also  in  the  head;  so  that  he 
would  have  been  killed  by  either.    The  immense 
carnage  at  New  Orleans  seals  the  truth  of  all  I 
have  said.    I  have  been  told,  further,  that,  after 
the  battle,  a  bet  of  a  supper  was  made  between 
tbe  ofilcers  of  two  rifle  corps  from  Georgia  and 
Tennessee,  of  six  shots  aside,  an  hundred  yatds ; 
that  they  snot  at  a  paper  on  the  mouth  of  a  musket, 
that  the  Tennesseeans  shot  their  six  balls  into  the 
musket,  on  which  the  Georgians  gave  up  the  bet. 
When  the  British  took  possession  of  Kent  Island 
there  were  said  to  be  three  rifles  in  the  hands  of 
the  militia  of  the  Island,  and  though  concealed  to 
avoid  their  getting;  them,  kept  them  in  a  constant 
state  of  caution,  tor  fear  of  being  taken  off,  and 
which  they  were  anxious  to  buy.    Besides,  the 
economy  in  the  supply  of  rifles  is  of  great  conse- 
quence ;  the  rifle  barrels  can  be  kept  good  for  a 
long  time ;  can  be  rebored,  and  by  constant  use 
of  oil  in  their  patches,  are  not  liable  to  rust — ^when 
muskets,  with  the  groitest  care,  are  liable  to  rust, 
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and  may  be  bo&t,  and  tkereby  destroyed.  Sk,  I 
liave  no  doubt  if  our  militia  shall  be  thus  anned 
and  thas  prepared,  and  tkeir  feats  of  sharp  shoots 
iag  pablisbed  to  tne  world,  that  all  the  Powers  of 
Europe  would  not  be  able  to  press  their  officers  to 
land  on  our  coasts ;  bat^  sv ,  ir  they  shall,  notwith* 
atandtng,  bare  the  hardihood,  I  hare  nodoobt  they 
wiSl  pay  for  their  temerttv.  I  ask  that  the  resolu- 
tion may  lie  on  the  table,  that  the  subject  thus 
bfoke,  may  be  acted  on  at  an  early  day,  undcr- 
slaodingly,  and  the  liberties  of  this  counti^  be  thus 
preset  red  till  the  last  tnunp. 

Without  further  debate  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Wright,  vm  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

FORTIFYING  KEY  WEST. 

The  resolution  yesterdat  mored  by  Mr.  Trim- 
BLs,  re<|uesting  from  the  Prendent  of  the  United 
Steates  information  and  estimates  of  the  expense 
of  fortifying  Thompson's  Island,  commonly  called 
Key  West,  on  the  coast  of  Florida,  was  then 
taken  up ;  and  the  question  being  stated  on  agree- 
ing thereto-*- 

Mr.  RosTis  submitted  whether  it  would  not  be 
expedient  to  let  this  resolution  lie  on  the  table  for 
the  present  It  was  well  understood,  he  said,  that 
a  surrey  of  the  coast  of  Florida,  d^,  had  been 
ordered,  and  was  now  in  a  tmin  of  execution. 
That  being  the  case,  it  not  being  possii^e  that  the 
President  could  yet  gire  the  information  required, 
he  thought  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  would 
at  thisv&Doe  be  premature. 

Mr.  Trimble  said  he  had  supposed  it  would 
hare  been  entirely  unnecessary  for  him  to  make 
any  explanation  of  the  object  of  this  resolution, 
and  that  any  such  explanation,  upon  a  motion  for 
inquiry,  would  be  a  mere  consumption  of  time. 
He  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  this  inquiry 
ought  not  to  be  postponed.  We  ought,  said  he, 
to  act  upon  this  suDject  at  the  present  session. 
His  own  opinion  was,  that  tlie  President  ought 
in  his  message  to  hare  recommended  this  sub- 
ject to  the  attention  of  Congress;  the  surreys 
not  baring  been  made,  howerer,  was  certainly  a 
sufficient  reason  why  the  recommendation  was 
not  introduced  into  the  message.  Mr.  T.  said 
that  he  should  himself  hare  brought  forward  this 
aspect  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  but  for  the 
rery  circumstance  that  he  had  expected  that  the 
Board  of  TopooraiUiioal  Engineers  and  Naral 
Officers  would  hare  been  sent  during  Ibe  last 
Summer,  to  surrey  that  position.  The  frequency 
of  piracies  in  those  seas,  the  necessity  of  putting 
them  down,  and  the  impcH'tance  of  holding  this 
position  for  naral  purposes,  and  for  a  more  impor- 
tant purpose,  concurred  in  iiis  mind  to  recomnfend 
this  object  to  the  consideration  of  the  Gorernment. 
But  what  does  this  Board  of  Surreyors  sav? 
That  they  hare  examined  the  Rigolets,  and  the 
localities  of  Mobile  bay,  and  carried  their  reeon- 
noisanoes  as  far  as  Dauphin  Island,  and  that  their 
former  opinion  on  that  subject  was  fully  con- 
firmed. And  why,  Mr.  T.  asked,  did  they  not 
carry  their  reconnoissances  further  South  ?  He 
did  not  mean  to  cast  bhune  on  them,  howerer,  but 
to  express  his  opinion  that  Key  West  ought  to 


hare  been  surreyed  in  peferenoe  to  the  other 
points.  If  tke  House  waited  for  the  report  of  ^ 
surreyors,  as  suggested,  they  would  not  be  able  to 
act  upon  the  subject  the  presoit  sesskm,  aikd  of 
course  nothing  could  be  done  towards  Uus  work 
during  the  ensuing  Summer.  Let  any  one  look  at 
that  point,  in  iu  relation  to  Florida  and  to  Cubi, 
and  he  wouid  be  satisfied  that  the  United  Sute 
ought  to  expend  two  mmions  of  doUais,  at  Icait 
if  necessary,  in  fortifyin|[  it,  not  to  guard  agsinst 
pirates,  but  for  the  more  important  purpose  of  de- 
fending the  commerce  of  the  United  States  against 
the  island  of  Cuba,  if  that  island  should  erer  &1I 
into  the  hands  of  a  Power  hostile  to  the  Uaited 
States.  Mr.  T.  said  he  had  carried  his  reco&ooi- 
sances,  on  the  map,  so  far  as  to  satisfy  him  of  tk 
importance  of  this  station.  He  wanted  the  infor- 
mation upon  the  subject  now,  and  he  hoped  ihe 
House  would  sustain  the  call,  in  order,  that,  after 
it  shall  be  received,  an  appropriation  for  this  ob- 
iect  may  be  inserted  in  the  General  Appropriation 
bill — ^he  himself  being  prepared  to  rote  lor  such 
an  appropriation,  unless  then:  should  be  a  report 
against  the  expedieney  of  it.  The  House  woold 
recollect,  he  said,  that  this  body  must  riae  on  the 
3d  of  March,  and  it  was  necessary,  in  bis  oplnm 
that  this  subject  should  be  preriously  acted  upon 
Besides,  the  report^  if  we  wait  for  it,  vill  sot, 
when  it  comes,  bring  with  it  the  estimates  and 
other  information  asked  for  by  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Floyd  said  he  was  rery  well  conrinced. 
from  his  reflections  on  the  subject,  that  the  focti- 
fication  of  the  island,  of  which  the  goitleman  bad 
spoken,  ought  not  to  take  place.  The  island  id 
question  is  distant  at  least  thirty  miles  from  tht 
main  Und  of  Florida.  Now,  said  he,  if  we  uf 
to  hare  naral  depots,  let  us  hare  them  on  laad^ 
on  portions  of  our  territory  that  can  be  approached 
witnout  recourse  to  the  ocean.  To  maintain  a 
depot  or  -fortified  station  on  this  or  any  island, 
would  require  that  we  should  also  have  coiunaod 
of  the  sea.  If  not,  our  enemy  could  easilf  M 
his  way  between  the  continent  and  the  Islandf  and 
intercept  all  conununication  between  them.  At 
the  armies  of  the  United  States,  brought  into 
Florida,  would  arail  nothing  to  defend  an  insular 
station  against  a  naral  force.  For  this  reason,  he 
was  entirely  opposed  to  this  project  of  establishiDg 
a  naral  depot  on  that  islana. 

Mr.  Trimble  said  he  did  not  pretend  to  be  par 
ticularly  conrersant  with  matters  of  this  descrip- 
tion, nor  was  he  sure  that  finally  he  should  TOte 
to  establish  a  naral  depot  at  Key  West,  or  to  fo^ 
tiiy  that  island.  It  was  information  that  he  nov 
asKed  for,  and  not  a  disbursement  of  money.  His 
present  impression  was,  that  the  establishmeBt  of 
a  naral  depot  on  that  island  would  not  incrottj 
but  would  diminish  one  half  the  expense  of  tk 
fortification  of  that  quarter  of  our  coontry .  The 
island  is  distant  more  than  thirty  miles — it  is  dt- 
tant  serentr  miles  from  the  main  land.  Frcm 
Cape  Florida  to  West  Key  is  serenty  males ;  fm 
West  Ker  to  Harana  is  serenty-fire  miles;  aod 
the  island  lies  about  thirty*fire  iniles  west  of  a  di- 
rect line  drawn  from  Cape  Florida  to  Harasa. 
It  commands  the  commerce  of  the  Gulf  Stresa 
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beua  than  Htvana  itself.  Its  harbor  is  saffi- 
cKDtlf  apacioos  for  the  whole  Navy  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  to  lie  in,  supposing  it  to  consist  of  fif 
teen  sitips  of  the  line,  and  a'  dae  proportion  of 
resseb  d  a  smaller  class.  He  beffsed  toe  gentle- 
ouB  to  onierstand  that  the  fortification  of  that 
ukid,  instead  of  iocreasiog  the  general  expense 
d'lbmficatioDSi  would  diminish  that  expenditure. 
It  was  the  oaif  spot  worth  fortifying  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  Ghiif  of  Mexico.  As  to  Dauphin 
Islud,  Mr.  T.  said  now,  as  he  had  occasion  to 
saf  beifore,  that  it  would  not  answer  the  purpose 
for  which  it  was  undertaken.  Nay,  if  he  were 
liTiDg  in  New  Orleans,  he  wculd  give  an  invading 
enestrfood  and  r^^ent  to  induce  him  to  land  on 
DiopiuB  Island  for  the  purpose  .of  attacking  New 
Orieus. 

Mr.  Floyd  said  he  could  not  conceive  how  the 
foro/jiiig  of  Key  West  was  to  diminish  the  ex- 
Kiue  of  fortifications,  generally.  If  he  had  ua- 
W^tood  the  gentleman,  he  had  supposed  it  an  ob- 
ject worthy  of  an  expenditure  or  two  millions 
ipoQ  it.  Now,  Mr.  F.  said,  he  could  not  con- 
etre  how  fortifying  an  island,  fifty  miles  from 
tiic  mia  laod,  could  diminish  expense,  when  he 
bimsilf  had  witnessed,  during  the  late  war,  a  Brit- 
ish sercBtv-four,  a  frigate,  and  two  or  three  ten- 
der?, Uockiog  op  the  whole  of  Chesapeake  bay. 
IiQvioe  thb  island  fortified  and  stocked  with 
ural  stores,  &c^  and  the  whole  Army  of  the 
Ciited  States  marefaed  to  the  shore  of  Florida 
i^ie  to  the  island;  and  let  an  enemy's  supe- 
tior  MTal  force  occupy  the  intermediate  space, 
wbt  would  become  of  our  fortifications  and  naval 
<Dres  00  Key  West  ?  All  intercourse  would  be 
f^'-  off  with  it,  and  the  place  must  eventually  fall 
hiQ  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  He  had  heard  fault 
^ad  with  General  Wasbingtor  by  military 
Beo  for  estabiishing  a  post  on  Long  Island  during 
^  Rerolationary  war.  At  any  rate,  to  fortify 
u  tslaad  fifty  nmes  from  land,  when  our  enemy 
fegbt  have  a  naval  force  superior  to  ours,  seemed 

to  \uii  not  to  be  aeeordant  with  military  prin* 

cipla. 

^^  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
"^  Tumble's  resolution ;  and,  on  a  division, 
i^euy^ne  rose  in  favor  of  it,  being  a  majority 
01  the  laembai  present    So  the  resolution  was 

agreed  to. 

VAVAL  FRATERNAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Koiise  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fuller, 
^Itnp  the  hill,  lying  on  the  table  from  the  last 
^iw,  for  incorporating  the  United  States  Na- 
!^  Fiatemal  Association  for  the  relief  of  the 
Mmilies  oi  deecased  officers;  and  the  question 
^^^oa  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third  reading — 

Mr.  CoLnen,  profesainff  the  most  perfect  respect 
ti^  best  wishes  tar  theobject  of  this  bill,  expressed 
hisapprdwnsion  that  the  beneficial  objects  of  the 
^^^ioD  would  induce  the  House,  in  passing  the 
^*  10  tiaoMead  any  power  given  to  it  by  the 
CoQititatioa  of  the  United  States.  He  asked,  if 
^Qjress  was  compelent  to  incorporate  an  asso« 
catioa  of  this  description,  how  benevolent  or  ex- 
^ileut  soever  its  purposes  ?    If  so,  why  would 


they  not  be  competent  to  incorporate  other  asso- 
ciations for  the  same  or  any  other  purpose.  This 
corporation,  said  Mr.  C,  is  to  extend  throughout 
theXJnited  States,  and  to  have  force  through  every 
State.  Why  not,  on  the  same  principle,  incor- 
porate an  association  of  farmers,  of  merchants,  or 
of  any  other  class  who  shall  tell  us  they  have  the 
same  benevolent  objects  in  view?  He  should  be 
told,  in  all  probability  that  this  power  of  incor- 
poration had  been  heretofore  in  some  cases  exer- 
cised by  Congress.  No  doubt  it  had ;  but,  Mr.  C. 
asked,  upon  what  principle'?  On  the  principle 
that  in  those  cases  the  power  was  impliealy  given 
to  Congress.  There  is  no  express  power  of  in- 
corporation given  to  Congress  by  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  and  whenever  acts  of  that  description  had 
been  passed,  it  was  upon  the  ground  that  the 
Constitution  by  necessary  implication  affords  the 
power.  He  had  never  heard  the  incorporation  of 
the  Bank  df  the  United  States  by  Congress  advo- 
cated on  any  other  principle  than  that  the  power 
was  an  implied  one,  the  exercise  of  which  was 
necessary  to  the  due  management  of  the  fiscal 
concerns  of  the  Government,  to  the  establishment 
of  a  currency  of  equal  value,  which  could  not  be 
maintained  without  a  fountain  head,  such  as  the 
bank,  from  which  the  currency  mignt  issue,  &^, 
Could  any  such  argument  be  orodnced  in  favor  of 
incorporating  this  association  i  He  apprehended 
not.  What  he  had  advanced,  Mr.  C.  said,  was 
probably  sufficient  to  show  the  foundation  of  his 
objection  to  this  bill,  which  appeared  so  impor- 
tant to  him  at  least  as  to  induce  further  examina- 
tion before  the  House  determined  to  sanction  the 
principles  of  the  bill.  He  asked  gentlemen  to 
draw  the  line  at  which  Con^^ress  were  to  stop  in 
the  exercise  of  the  power  of  incorporation,  if  they 
passed  this  bill.  To  give  further  time  for  inquir- 
ing into  this  subject,  Mr.  C.  wished  the  bill  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Fuller  said  that,  when  this  bill  was  first 
reported,  the  same  grounds  of  objection  had  been 
taken  to  it  as  were  norw  taken  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York ;  and,  to  obviate  that  oblection, 
an  amendment  had  been  adopted  to  the  bill,  so  as 
to  limit  the  power  of  the  Corporation  to  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  He  presumed,  therefore,  when 
the  bill  was  properly  understood,  it  would  he  found 
that  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  did  not  applv 
to  it.  There  had  been  a  variety  of  acts  passed, 
Mr.  F.  said,  within  the  last  twenty  years,  precisely 
of  the  nature  of  the  present  act.  Mr.  F.  referred 
the  gentleman  from  iHew  York,  and  other  gentle- 
men who  might  entertain  the  same  views,  to  the 
act  incorporating  the  Columbian  College ;  the  act 
incorporating  the  Association  of  Clerks,  for  an 
object  perfectly  analogous  to  that  of  this  bill ;  to 
the  acts  estabiishiog  umks  within  the  District, 
which,  he  presunaed,  would  not  be  considered  as 
meriting  so  much  the  favor  of  the  House,  as  this 
bill.  He  should  not  object  to  any  postponement 
of  the  bill  which  gentlemen  might  ask,  but  he 
suggested  the»e  examples  for  the  consideration  of 
gentlemen  when  the  bill  should  tgain  come  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  CoLOEM  stated^  further,  the  doubts  which 
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had  arisen  in  his  mind  respecting  this  bill,  thoogh  j 
he  confessed  he  was  not  aware,  when  un  before,  | 
of  the  amendment  which  had  been  mane  to  the  i 
bill  sincfe  it  was  reported.  The  objections  to  it 
were  now  said  to  he  without  foundation,  because 
of  its  being  a  local  incorporation,  (beautnorityfor 
which  was  giren  by  the  Constitution,  for  this  bill 
as  well  as  for  others  of  a  similar  nature.  Mr.  C. 
said  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  authority  of  Congress 
to  establish  Corporations  under  the  local  and  spe- 
cial powers  giren  to  Congress,  not  as  legislators 
for  the  Union,  but  as  legislators  for  this  particular 
District.  But  what  constitutes,  in  this  case,  the 
locality  of  a  corporation  ?  It  must  be,  either  the 
object  of  the  corporation,  or  the  persons  connected 
with  it.  If,  saia  Mr.  C,  we  cannot  legislate  on  a 
matter  which  does  not  attach  itself  to  this  District 
over  which  we  have  exclusive  legislation,  where, 
I  ask,  is  the  locality  connected  with  this  institu- 
tion so  as  to  place  its  incorporation 'within  the 
power  of  Congress?  You  incorporate  whom? 
Persons  who  are  not  even  professedly  citizens  of 
this  District,  but  persons  connected  with  an  estab- 
lishment as  extensive  as  the  Union — as  extensive, 
indeed,  as  the  world ;  for,  in  whatever  quarter  of 
the  earth  our  naval  officers  are  found,  this  incorpo- 
ration extends  to  them.  If,  in  virtue  of  the  powers 
of  Congress  over  this  District,  they  may  do  this, 
why  may  they  not  make  corporations  for  any  other 
object  ?  Why  misht  not  the  people  of  the  city  of 
New  York  desire  Congress  to  incorporate  a  bank 
for  their  use,  to  be  established  within  this  District? 
Suppose  it  to  be  proposed:  the  question  would 
naturally  be  asked,  where  will  you  transact  your 
business?  In  New  York.  Woere  do  you  live? 
In  New  York.  How,  then,  do  you  clothe  your- 
selves  with  the  jsroperty  of  locality  here?  So 
with  this  Association,  &c.  [Here  an  explanation 
took  place;  Mr.  C.  being  apprized  that  the  bill 
contained  a  provision  that  the  property  of  the  Asso- 
ciation should  be  confined  to  this  District.]  Mr. 
C.  said,  that  his  suggestions  went  only  to  estab- 
lish the  propriety  of  further  time  to  examine,  which 
was  confirmed  by  the  misapprehension  as  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Dill.  If,  on  proper  examination. 
It  should  appear  that  the  biu  was  not  liable  to 
Constitutional  objections,  he  should  with  all  his 
heart  support  it. 

The  bul  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table ; 
but  was  subsequently  taken  up,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Fuller,  and  recommitted  Tfor  such  amendment 
as  Mr.  F.  thought  would  take  away  all  objection 
to  it)  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affiiirs. 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  December  23. 

A  new  member,  to  wit:  from  Pennsylvania, 
Daniel  Udreb,  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy  oc- 
casioned by  the  death  of  Luawig  Worman,  ap- 
peared, produced  his  credentials,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Little  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  mer- 
chants of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  praying  for  fur- 
ther compensation  for  damage  sustained  by  their 
vessels  in  consequence  of  their  being  sunk  in  the 


entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Baltimore,  to  preTent 
the  entrance  of  the  British  shipping  into  that  har- 
bor, in  the  month  of  September,  1814. 

Mr.  Little  presented  a  petition  of  William 
Mahy,  representing  that  he  was  a  soldier  in  the 
army  of  tne  Revolution,  as,  also,  in  the  army  act* 
ing  against  the  hostile  Indians,  in  the  years  1793 
and  1794 ;  as  a  petty  officer  in  the  naval  serricf, 
during  the  war  with  Tripoli,  and,  also,  in  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain ;  that  he  has  been  the 
father  of  twenty  sons,  sixteen  of  whom  havedifd 
in  the  military  ranks  of  the  United  States ;  aoj 
praying  for  a  grant  of  the  bonnty  in  land  doe  for 
his  services  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  that 
he  may  be  placed  on  the  pensian  list  of  the  Unitci 
States.— Referred  to  the  SecreUrv  of  War. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  tne  constdeiatioo 
of  the  resolution  laid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Fdlles, 
on  the  30th  instant,  calling  for  information  r^ 
specting  the  roles  for  the  government  of  the  Nary, 
&c.,  and  agreed  to  the  same. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  petition  of  James  Royal. 
reported  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  ToMLiNSON  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  ik 
table  one  day : 

Re9olvedt  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafur  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  Houae  a  statement,  tbomiog 
the  amount  anniially  received  under  the  act  for  the 
relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  since  the  paestgf 
of  said  act,  incladiog  the  amount  received  in  the  fint 
and  accond  quarters  of  the  year  1822 ;  and  the  la- 
nual  expenditure  of  the  amount  to  received  durisg 
the  same  neriod,  designating  the  amount  anoaallj  re- 
ceived and  expended  in  each  State. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee  on  (he 
Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any, 
and.  if  any,  what,  alterations  are  necessary  lo  be 
made  in  the  organization  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  so  as  more  equally  to  extend  ibeir 
advantages  to  the  several  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  House  lookup. 
and  proceeded  to  consider,  the  bill  to  provide  for 
delivering  persons  held  to  labor  or  service  in  any 
of  the  States  or  Territories,  who  shall  escape  ioto 
any  other  State  or  Territory.  Whereupon,  it  wa5 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hou^eoo 
the  second  day  of  January,  1823. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Colden,  the  House  took  up 
and  proceeded  to  consider,  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  made  at  the  last  session,  on  the 
case  of  John  6.  Bogert^  and  it  was  ondered  to  be 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
to-morrow« 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Plumer,  of  PennsyUania. 
the  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider,  tbe 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  MeaDs, 
made  at  the  last  session,  on  the  petition  of  hhi 
Wells ;  when  it  was  ordered  that  the  report  u- 
gether  with  the  petition,  be  recommitted  to  ^ 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  Speaker  communicated  to  the  House  iht 
following  letter : 
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WAnis«T<nr,  December  SI,  18SS. 

8ii:Iifli  MgUy  •enmble  of  the  honor  which  I 
bavtRMived  io  Yoar  oAoial  letter  of  yesterday,  ac* 
fuiitiig  ■•  with  the  resolotion  which  the  Hoqm  of 
iepnMlitiTce  hae  deifoed  to  paae,  in  reference  to 
the  coBtribotioii  towmrdi  a  cabinet  of  medaU,  for  the 
ne«f  Ihe  Natiooal  Libftiy,  which  I  ventured  to  pre- 

KfltiOit 

I  ^  yoVf  w>  to  accept  my  beet  acknowledgments 
iK  tbt  foy  obliging  twme  in  which  you  have  com- 
noDKited  that  retolation,  and  for  the  personal  senti- 
aeoU  with  which  yon  have  been  pleased  to  accom- 
puj  h.  With  veiy  great  respect,  &c. 

GEORGE  W^ERVING. 
H00.P11UP  P.  Babbovb, 
Sptsker  of  ike  Houee  of  Hepresentativei. 

Tbe  letter  waa  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Tht  engrosied  bill  to  secure  to  the  mechanics 
vid  oihm.  io  the  City  of  Washinffton,  a  lien  on 
ki]^%  for  the  materials  and  labor  employed 
GtereoD,  WIS  about  to  be  read  a  third  time;  wnen 

Mr.  KuT  rose,  and  moved  that  the  bill  lie  on 
i^ubie.  On  examininff  an  old  law  of  the  State 
of  Maryland,  passed  in  the  year  1791,  and  now  in 
force  ia  this  District,  he  discovered  that  the  pro- 
TisioaseontiiQed  in  this  bill  were  at  present  sub- 
HaotiaUjr  in  force  as  the  law  of  the  District,  ander 
tkttcL 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

CHEROKEE  AND  CREEK  TREATIES,  Slc 

TbeHoase  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tattnall, 
R»lT(d  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
oc  tie  report  of  a  committee  of  the  last  session, 
OBdemDiog  so  much  of  certain  treaties  with  the 
p«n}kee  and  Creek  Indians  as  grants  to  those 
udiiDs  the  fee  simple  to  certain  lands  in  the  State 
<^G«orgia.  * 

The  qoestioD  being  stated  on  agreeing  to  three 
nolotions  moved  by  Mr.  Tattnall,  on  a  former 
ny-  br  way  of  amendment  to  the  report  (the  two 
a^oivhich  declare  the  treaties  to  be  infractions 
of  lU rights  of  Georgia  and  of  the  United  States, 
i&dtlie  third  proposes  an  appropriation  for  extin^ 
P^  the  Indian  title  to  these  cessions.) 

Mr.  Reid,  of  Georgia,  rose  and  said,  that  in  de- 
^fflee  to  the  opinions  ot  some  who  were  favorable 
to  the  Diin  object  of  the  report,  but  averse  to  act- 
'^IQpon  the  declaratory  resolutions^  inasmuch  as 
uiose  roolations  conld  have  no  legislative  effect, 
■Q<i  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  to  the  House  a 
Bated  (|a«stton  to  decide  upon,  ne  should  move 
^^  ^  declaratory  resolutions,  forming  part  of 
tbe  ]»op(Me(]  amendment,  should  be  stricken  out, 
and  the  following  added  to  the  third  resolution : 

A&d  tiiat  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
i^'^cttd  to  report  an  appropriation  in  conformity 
'^i^  Ibis  resolution." 

^"-  Tatthall  said,  that,  although,  as  he  stated 
1^  <Aher  day,  he  deemed  it  necessary,  in  determin- 
i^^^  to  make  an  appropriation,  that  the  ground 
^\  'ut  detemiinatton  sfaould  be  stated  in  the  body 
)t  trie  resolution,  yet,  as  he  was  aware,  that  some 
f  ailemen  supposed  that  the  declaratory  resolu- 
^  night  beso  interpreted  as  to  convey  a  reflec- 
^"^D  OQ  some  individuals  in  the  Government,  which 


was  not  his  intention  in  moving  them,  he  would 
readily  withdraw  the  resolutions,  thus  assenting 
to  the  proposition  of  his  colleague. 

Thus  modified,  and  being  further  modified  on 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Whipple,  the  > proposition 
of  Mr.  Tattnall  to  amend  the  re^rtof  the  com- 
mittee, was  agreed  to,  and  reported  to  the  House 
in  the  following  shape : 

**  Ruolved,  That  it  is  expedient  and  proper  that  an 
appropriation  be  made  by  Congress,  of  a  sum  adequate 
to  the  extinction  of  the  Indian  title  to  the  "  reserves" 
embraced  within  certain  treaties  of  the  9th  of  August, 
1814,  8th  July,  1817,  and  20th  February,  1819,  with 
the  Cherokee  and  Creek  Indians,  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  be  instructed  to  report  an 
appropriation  in  conformity  with  this  resolqtion." 

Mr.  Rankin,  of  Mississippi,  said,  that,  in  the 
general  subject  of  the  report  and  resolution,  he 
agreed  with  the  gentlemen  from  Georgia ;  but  he 
had  strong  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  acting  on 
that  subject  in  the  manner  now  proposed*.  He 
thought  gentlemen  would  be  able  to  arrive  at  their 
object  in  the  usual  way,  by  a  direction  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  this  appropriation.  The  House 
would  see  into  what  a  dilemma  it  would  be  thrown 
by  the  passage  of  this  resolution.  The  members 
of  this  House  would  readily  admit  that  they  were 
not  so  informed  on  this  subject  as  to  be  ready  now 
to  act  upon  it  conclusively.  But,  if  this  resolu- 
tion were  to  pass  in  its  present  form,  it  would  pre- 
clude the  House  from  a  review  of  the  subject.  The 
extent  of  these  reservations,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  was 
confident  was  not  understood  by  the  House,  and 
the  sum  adequate  to  th^  extinguishment  01  the 
Indian  title  would  be  much  greater  than  gentle- 
men anticipated.  When,  however,  the  subject 
could  come  before  the  House,  information  on  these 
particulars  would  be  necessary.  Mr.  R.  proposed, 
therefore,  the  following,  as  a  substitute  for  the  re- 
solution now  before  the  House : 

**  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be  in- 
atnieted  to  inquire  into  the  eapedienqy  of  making  an 
appropriation  adequate  to  the  purchase  of  the  reserva* 
tions  made  in  favor  of  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  In- 
dians, within  the  territory  ceded  to  Georgia.'' 

Mr.  Tattnall  said,  if  the  House  was  not  now 
ready  to  act  upon  the  subject,  unquestionably  no 
blame  could  therefore  be  imjnited  to  the  delega- 
tion from  the  State  of  Georgia.  It  would  be  re- 
collected that  at  the  last  session  the  House  exhib- 
ited dissatisfaction  at  the  attempts  which  were 
made  by  some  of  the  delegation  from  that  State  to 
explain  this  matter  to  the  House,  being  satisfied  to 
act  upon  it  without  such  explanation.  This  had 
induced  them  to  be  more  silent  at  this  session  on 
the  subject.  It  was  astonishing  to  him,  however, 
that  gentlemen  should  be  so  ignorant  of  a  case  in 
whicn  the  essential  rights  of  one  of  the  States,  and 
be  trusted  not  an  insignificant  State,  have  been 
violated.  For  three  years  in  succession  memori- 
als have  been  presented  from  the  Legislature  of 
Georgia  to  Congress  to  relieve  them  from  a  state 
of  embarrassment  which  has  perhaps  never  been 
eqmdled,  afid  yet  gentlemen  were  ignorant  of  the 
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meriu  of  the  question !  Mr.  T.  dwelt  further 
upon  the  length  of  time  this  subject  had  been  un- 
der consideration,  and  on  its  intrinsic  importance. 
If  the  subject  were  postponed  now  it  might,  for 
aught  he  knew,  be  postponed  to  doomsday.  Mr. 
T.  said  he  had  bo  design  to  press  this  subject  un- 
necessarily, and  he  shomd  disdain  to  take  the  House 
unawares  or  at  advantage  in  regard  to  this  or  any 
other  question ;  but  he  wished  that  it  should  ble 
considered  and  acted  upon  before  it  became  so  late 
in  the  session  That  want  of  time  should  be  a  plea 
for  declining  to  act  on  it  at  all.    As  a  young  le- 

fislator,  he  would  not  attempt  to  arraign  the  con- 
uct  of  this  House;  but  he  had  heard  the  charge 
so  frequently  brought  against  it,  that  he  believed 
it  to  be  well  founded,  that  business  was  hurried 
through  at  the  end  of  every  session,  and  very  much 
neglected  in  the  early  ^rt  of  it.  It  was  the  effect 
of  this  habit  that  he  wished  to  avoid  in  regard  to 
this  question. 

Mr.  Rankin  said  he  had  not  charged  the  gen- 
tleman with  any  intention  to  take  the  House  by 
surprise,  or  to  take  advantage.  Not  having  been 
able  to  read  the  report  of  the  committee  on  Which 
the  resolutions  were  founded,  and  presuming  others 
to  be  similarly  situated,  all  that  Mr.  R.  now  de- 
sired was,  to  avoid  passing  a  vote  which  should 
be  considered  conclusive  on  the  House. 

Mr.  Tattnall  said  he  did  not  understand  the 
gentleman  as  charging  him  with  the  intention  of 
taking  the  House  by  surprise,  but  as  being  the  in- 
nocent cause,  at  least,  of  its  being  taken  by  sur- 
Erise.  However,  since  it  seemed  that  the  subject 
ad  not  been  fully  investigated  by  gentlemen,  he 
was  not  disposed  to  urge  a  decision  to-day ;  and 
therefore  moved  that  the  bill  do  lie  on  the  table, 
giving  notice  at  the  same  time  (bat  he  should  call 
it  up  again  on  Monday  next. 
The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

ROAD  THROUGH  THE  BLACK  SWAMP,  IN 

OHIO. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Van  on,  the  House  then  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Commitlee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  following  bill : 

A  Bill  for  laying  out  and  making  a  road,  from  th« 

lower  Rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie  to  the 

Weitern  bmndarj  of  the  Connecticvt  Weetern  Re- 

serve,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  agreeably  to  the  prowi. 

•iooe  of  the  Treaty  of  Bipwastowa. 

Be  it  enacUd,  4-e.,  That  the  Sute  of  Ohio  ia  hera- 

by  authorised  to  lay  out,  open,  and  eonetraot  a  road, 

from  the  lower  Rapida  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Eria  te 

the  Weetern  •  boundary  of  the  Cooaecticnt  Western 

Reacnre,  in  such  a  manner  aa  the  Legislature  of  said 

State  may  by  law  Drovide,  with  the  approbation  of  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  which  road,  when  con- 

structed,  shall  for  ever  remain  a  public  highway. 

Sxc.  2.  That,  in  order  to  enable  the  State  of  Ohio 
to  open  and  construct  said  road,  a  tract  of  land,  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  feet  wide,  whereon  to  locate  the 
tame,  together  with  one  mile  on  each  side  thereof,  and 
adjoining  thereto,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  making 
said  road,  is  hereby  granted  to  said  State,  to  commence 
at  the  Miami  Rapids,  and  tenaioate  at  the  Western 
bomidaiy  of  tlw  Connecticut  Waatetn  Banina,  with 
fen  power  and  aathonly «»  aall  and  oanvagr  tha 


and  apply  tha  psoceeda  to  Ike  making  of  said  md; 
and  n  ease  the  said  iractof  land  flhaU  sellfer a  gmta 
earn  than  ahaU  be  aaflkieai  to  complele  sack  road, 
then  the  rasidae  thereof  ahali  main  with  the  8tato 
of  Ohio,  as  a  fond  lor  the  purpose  of  keeping sakl  rati 
in  repair. 

Sac.  3.  That,  in  caoe  any  of  the  lan^  thioogh 
which  it  may  be  thought  expedient  to  open  laid  roil, 
may  have  been  previonaly  aoM  try  the  United  Statit, 
the  Seerelaiy  of  the  Treaeuiy  is  hereby  directed  t« 

Sy  sueh  officer  as  tha  State  of  Ohio  may  appnnt  for 
It  parpoea,  the  net  pioceede  of  tha  aotes  of  a  qoto* 
tity  equal  to  one  mile  on  each  side  of  said  road. 

Sxc.  4w  Th^  wheneTCT  the  Governor  of  Ihe  State 
of  Ohio  shall  have  laid  before  the  PresideDt  «f  tbc 
United  States  a  surrey  of  the  location  of  said  rotd, 
and  the  President  shsM  have  approred  tho  same,  ihea 
the  right  of  the  Sute  to  said  tract  of  land  ihtll  be 
eoaaidered  as  complete,  lor  the  parpoecs  albranid; 
and  tho  President  shall  direct,  that,  notU  the  int  diy 
of  June,  one  thousand  eig^t  hundred  and  tvcaty* 
three,  none  of  the  poblie  lands  shaii  bo  oeM,  vithis 
three  miles  en  each  side  of  e  line,  to  be  dnwa  dinct 
from  tho  foot  of  the  Rapids  of  Ihe  Mtanai  of  Lab£ne 
to  the  lower  Rapids  of  Sandusky,  thence  to  tbi  Weit* 
em  bouadoiy  of  the  Connecticut  Western  Kmx%t. 

On  a  call  for  information  of  the  grooods  tod 
object  of  the  bill*-* 

Mr.  Vance  briefly  stated  them,  as  they  stand  is 
the  report  of  the  eomnuttce  aoeonpnnyioff  the 
bill ;  from  which  it  appears,  that  the  treaty  referred 
to  in  the  bill  was  concluded  on  the  25tn  diy  of 
November,  1808,  and  that  its  ezclnaiTe  olject  ap- 
pears to  have  been  to  obtain  the  establishmeniot 
a  practicable  and  convenient  road  from  the  interior 
settlements  of  the  United  States  to  those  of  the 
Territory  of  Michigan.  Many  of  the  tribes  of 
Indians  with  whom  that  treaty  was  eonclaiied, 
were,  in^irtue  of  previous  treaties,  entitkd  to  re- 
ceive, within  that  Territory,  laige  annaides. 
There  never  had  been  any  arttficiaTrond  ioidiiig 
to  it,  except  thieugh  the  province  of  Upper  Csnadi. 
Delays  had,  consequently,  occnrred  m  the  tnnv 
mission  of  those  annuities,  and  reiterated  coo* 
plaints  were  made  because  they  wereaot  reeeirei 
or,  if  receive,  frequentlv  dama|^.  To  obriste 
such  difficulties,  and  in  the  expectation  that  maiiT 
important  advantages  would  resoU  to  them,  from 
a  measure  which  promised  to  bring  them  ou>rc 
immediately  under  the  observation  and  proteetioD 
of  the  Qovemment,  the  Indians,  parties  to  liie 
treaty,  without  any  other  remuneiation  than  sack 
incidental  benefits  as  they  antidpated  from  the 
establishment  of  the  propoaed  road,  Toiaatarily 
ceded  to  the  United  States  a  tnet  of  lud  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  feet  in  width,  extending  from 
the  "  foot  of  the  Rapids  of  the  Miami  of  the  Lake," 
to  the  weatera  line  of  the  "  Ck>nneetieut  W 
Reserve,^'  and  all  the  land  within  one  mile  of 
tract,  on  each  side  of  it ;  and  also  another  tra 
of  land,  of  one  hnndred  and  twenty  feet  in  widi 
extending  from  Lower  Snndnsky,  southwardlf^ 
the  boundary  line  established  by  the  Treaty 
Gbeenville.  Afterwards,  in  September,  1817,  th| 
Trentyof  the  Rnpids  of  die  Miami  was  oonclo'  ' 
(8d  Session,  IMh  Gdngieaa,)  by  the  . 

mtifieation  of  whkh,  the  Indiaa  title  to  the  w 
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coQBtry  witlim  which  the  coatempkted  roads 
wm  to  be  locited  became  vested  in  this  Govern- 
meoi  The  Black  Swamp^  so  celebrated  in  the 
anDal;  of  oar  recent  history,  is  an  extensive  morass, 
whkh  winds  roood  the  southeastern  border  of 
Micbigan ;  it  terminates,  on  the  north,  at  the  border 
of  Lake  Erie,  comprehending  a  width  of  about 
tiiirtj  miles.  It  extends  so  far  southerly  and 
jcathwesterly,  as  to  interrupt  all  communication 
by  'and  between  the  settlements  in  Michigan  and 
ibose  k  the  interior  of  the  United  States.  No 
relosce,  however,  can  be  placed  upon  the  indi- 
rtdiial  iodostry  of  that  country  to  construet  a  road 
gversach  s  morass.  The  construction  of  a  road 
must  pnoide  the  establishment  there  of  anv  eon* 
^Mii  population,  &e.  The  land  whicn  was 
i^ked  for,  Mr.  V.  said,  was  of  no  value  to  the  Uni- 
tAi  Slates  at  present,  and  cofuld  be  of  none  until 
^  md  was  made.  An  appropriation  of  land 
n$  asked  for  this  purpose^  because  it  was  supposed 
itwodd  be  more  readily  mnted  than  an  appro- 
pratioD  of  money.  Had  this  road  been  made  be- 
iare  the  lite  war,  Mr.  V.  said,  millions  of  dol- 
ors wouJd  have  been  saved  to  the  United  States ; 
ind,  if  we  should  be  again  at  war  with  the  own- 
en  of  Canada,  it  would  be  more  important  to  this 
Gorerament  than  any  fortification,  however  costly, 
n  aof  |art  of  the  United  States.  At  present,  for 
Bore  tbiQ  six  months  of  the  year  the  road  was 
vlioily  inpaisable;  and  at  the  time  the  ordinary 
eoant  of  trevdlittg  to  get  into  the  States  from 
^iti^D,  dbc.,  was  to  go  through  Canada,  &c. 
Tlieroad  was  of  comparatively  little  importance  to 
^  Slate  of  Ohio,  ^lassing  along  her  margin  only, 
jjt  it  was  of  vast  importance  to  the  Territory  of 
Mtthigan,  dbe. 

On  motioQ  of  Mr.  Sloans,  of  Ohio,  the  bill  was 
raeoded,  by  adding,  to  the  end  of  the  third  sec- 
iKfl,  the  words  "  at  the  minimum  price." 

On  motion  of  the  same  gentleman,  the  bill  was 
wtber  amended,  by  adding  to  the  bill  a  proviso 
^atDothing  in  tnis  bill  contained  should  be  con- 
stnedtoaothorize  the  State  of  Ohio  to  claim  any 
^°^f^  fiom  the  Treasury  for  the  making  this 


except  moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of  the 
'»<<^gnatedinthebill. 

Onnjotion  of  Mr.  Vawce,  the  latter  part  of  the 
roonb  seetioD,  beginning  with  the  words  "And 
«« Prwdent,"  dbc.,  was  stricken  out. 

Tbos  amended,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
nottje;  and  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Vance,  who 
wi^W  to  give  full  time  to  gentlemen  to  examine 
^^\  biti  aad  repoH.  Ac.,  the  biH  was  for  the  present 
wlwd  to  lie  on  tlie  table. 

8EPRE8ENTATION  OF  ALABAMA. 

Tbe  HoQse  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
^  «  the  Whole,  ob  the  bill  to  fix  the  apportion- 
^1  of  Rqmsentatives  for  the  Sute  of  Alabama. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Viwinia,  stated  the  circum- 
'<>Bces  under  which  the  Committee  on  the  Ja- 
i^ietary  had  reported  this  bilL  In  the  general 
^Pportiooment  bill  passed  at  the  last  session  of 
^grei^in  consoquence  of  the  deficiency  in  the 
Wttms  of  the  census  from  Alabama,  a  clause  had 
^  muodnced,  entitling  the  Slate  of  Alabama, 


if  the  returns  yet  to  be  received  shoakt  be  such  as 
to  entitle  her  to  so  many,  to  three  i^pvesentatives 
in  Congress.  From  the  returns  reeeived,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  actual  population  returned  to  the 
Department  of  State  was,  in  Federal  numbers, 
125,401.  If  it  had  been  only  120,000,  it  would 
have  been  sufficient  to  entitle  that  State  to  three 
representatives,  so  that  she  had  a  fraction  of  more 
than  five  thousand  over  the  requisite  number.  A 
question  had  been  made,  whether  those  returns 
had  been  made  within  the  time  required  by  law. 
To  remove  that  doubt,  Mr.  N.  said,  there  was  a 
letter  from  the  Governor  of  the  State,  who,  inde- 
pendent of  the  respect  due  to  his  official  character, 
was  advantageously  known  to  many  members  of 
this  House,  stating  that  the  census  had  been  actu- 
ally taken  within  the  time  allowed  by  law^  and 
further  stating  that  there  were  yet  two  counties  in 
the  State  from  which  no  returns  had  yet  been  re- 
ceived. If  the  testimony  was  not  as  formal  as  was 
desirable,  the  House  could  yet  not  fall  into  error 
in  declaring  Alabama  to  be  entitled  to  three  rep- 
resentatives, when  she  had  a  fraction  of  five  thou- 
sand over  the  requisite  number,  and  had,  besides, 
two  whole  counties  whose  population  had  not  been 
counted  or  returned.  As  he  presumed  there  would 
be  no  objection  to  the  bill  under  these  circum- 
stances, he  moved  that  it  be  reported  to  the  House. 
The  Committee  rose  accordingly,  and  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House.  The  bill  was  ordereu  to  be 
enmssed  for  a  third  reading  this  day,  and  was 
subsequently  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

IMPORTS  FROM  CANADA^  &c. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  OB  the  bill  to  amoid  the  act  for 
regulating  the  importation  of  goods  from  the  ad- 
jacent States  and  territories. 

Mr.  ToMUNSON,  of  Connecticut,  explained  the 
object  of  this  bilL  The  ael  of  1621,  he  said,  nre- 
scribes  a  specific  penalty  of  four  hundred  dollars 
for  the  importation  of  any  artiele,  be  its  value 
great  or  small,  contrary  to  the  provisioas  of  that 
act.  It  has  been  found,  in  practice,  that  the  pen- 
alty was  so  enormotis  that  it  was  not  prosecuted 
for  under  that  act,  by  the  collectors.  This  bill 
proposed  to  substitute,  for  the  specific  penalty,  a 
penalty  of  four  times  the  value  of  th«  article  im- 
ported. By  that  act,  also,  the  vessel)  or  cart,  or 
other  vehicle,  made  use  of  in  any  illegal  importa- 
tion, was  forfeited  therefor.  So  that,  should  this 
bill  pass,  the  vehicle  and  four  times  the  value  of 
the  article  imported  would  still  be  liable  to  for- 
feiture. The  Treasury  Department  was  in  favor 
of  the  proposed  modification  of  the  law,  it  appear- 
ing not  advisable  to  proseoate  for  a  penalty  of  four 
hundred  dollars  in  cases  where  the  value  of  the 
article  does  not  exceed  forty  cents,  as  was  often 
tke  case,  when  persons  went  over  the  line^and  sup- 
plied themselves  with  small  quantities  of  different 
articles,  d^.  This  snecies  of  illegal  importation, 
however,  ought  to  be  suppressedi  and  in  order 
to  do  it,  the  penalty  oiijght  to  be  proportioned  to 
the  offence,  as  not,  by  its  enormity,  to  prevent  its 
being  prosecuted  for  dtc. 
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Mr.  Mallabt  confinned  the  statements  of  Mr. 
ToMLiMBON  in  e?ery  particular,  and  said  that  the 
proposed  amendment  of  the  law,  or  something  like 
It,  was  indispensable. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and .  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

SUPPRESSION  OF  PIRACY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gobham.  of  Massachusetts, 
the  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  to 
continue  in  force  the  act  to  protect  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States  against  pirates,  and  to  punish 
the  crime  of  piracy. 

Mr.  GoRHAM  said,  the  object  of  the  bill  was  to 
make  perpetual  certain  provisions  of  our  laws 
which  are  now  only  temporary.  The  first  act  on 
this  subject  was  passed  on  the  3d  of  March,  1819. 
The  first  section  authorized  the  employment  of 
the  public  armed  vessels  to  protect  oi^r  commerce 
from  piratical  depredation;  the  second  section 
authorized  the  sending  pirates  into  our  ports  for 
adjudication,  and  the  recapture  of  vessels  taken 
by  pirates ;  the  third  section  authorized  merchant 
vesseb  of  the  United  States  to  defend  themselves 
from  piratical  attacks,  and  to  capture  and  send  on 
the  onending  party ;  the  fourth  section  subjected 
piratical  vessels,  so  captured,  to  condemnation  in 
the  ports  of  the  United  States.  This  act  was 
temporary ;  by  the  act  of  15th  May,  1820,  these 
four  sections  were  continued  in  force  for  two  years, 
and  to  the  end  of  the  session  of  Congress  there- 
after, viz:  to  the  end  of  the  present  session  of 
Congress.  The  object  of  the  bill  was  to  make 
these  clauses  perpetual. 

No  objection  being  made  to  the  bill,  the  Com- 
mittee roae  and  reported  it,  and  it  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  further  to  regulate  the  compensation 
to  postmasters,  was  next  in  order ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Woodcock,  of  New  York,  it  was  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

LOUISIANA  LAND  TITLEa 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  S.  Johnston,  of  Lou- 
isiana, the  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  providing  for  the 
examination  of  the  titles  to  land  in  that  part  of 
Louisiana  situated  between  Rio  Hondo  and  the 
Sabine  river. 

On  the  details  of  this  IhII,  there  arose  a  desul- 
tory debate  which  kept  the  House  in  session  to  a 
late  hour;  in  the  course  of  which  the- principal 
speakers  were  Mr.  Johnston,  Mr.  Rankin,  Mr. 
Taylor,  Mr.  Mallaby,  Mr.  McCoy,  and  Mr. 
Walworth. 

From  the  statements  of  the  two  first  of  these 
gentlemen,  it  appeared  that  the  object  of  this  bill 
IS,  to  put  the  territory  described  in  the  bill  (the 
neutral  ground,  as  it  is  commonly  called)  which 
was,  by  the  Treaty  of  1819,  acknowledged  by 
Spain  to  belong  to  the  United  States,  on  the  same 
footing,  in  regard  to  its  land  titles,  &c.,  as  the  ■ 
other  parts  of  Louisiana  have  been  heretofore 


placed  upon.  The  disenssion  consisted  of  iBqu- 
riesand  answers  on  these  points,  and  obeerraiioBs 
on  particular  points  of  detail  in  the  bill. 

The  bill  had  not  been  gone  through,  wbeo,  at 
nearly  sunset,  the  Committee  roae^  reported  pro- 
gress, and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Tuesoay,  December  24. 

Another  member, wit:  from  Massachusetts, Gid- 
eon Barbtow,  appeared  and  took  his  seat 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  Prirate 
Land  Claims,  to  which  was  recommitted  the  bill 
to  revive  and  continue  in  force  certain  acts  for  the 
adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  Territor^r  of 
Michigan,  reported  a  new  bill  of  the  same  tide, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  tnli 
to  conform  obtain  claims  to  lots  in  the  village  of 
Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Uiinois. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  coDsider, 
the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Tomunsoi,  and 
laid  on  the  table  yesterdays  and  the  same  being 
read,  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williambon,  the  sobject- 
matter  of  a  petition  presented  to  Congress  the  last 
session  by  Josiah  Hook,  Collector  ot  the  port  of 
Penobscot,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  praying  for  a 
reimbursement  of  moneys  recovered  of  him  by  Jo- 
siah Hoit,  together  with  the  accompanying  doeo- 
ments,  and  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  his  relief, 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  witk 
instructions  to  consider  the  expediency  of  grantiog 
him  the  relief  prayed  for. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walworth,  the  Commiuee 
on  Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  removing  the  port  of  entry  and  de- 
livery for  the  District  of  Champlaiu,  from  Com- 
berland  Head  to  the  village  of  Plattsburgb. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Inobam,  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expedienc)r  of  appropriating  money  for  the 
purpose  of  aiding  in  the  completion  of  a  canal 
from  the  waters  of  the  Chesap^ke  to  those  of  the 
Delaware. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Finoijit,  the  Committee  of 
Accounu  were  directed  to  report  to  this  Hoa« 
how  printers,  who  have  heretofore  furnished  the 
members  of  this  House  with  newspapers,  are  to 
receive  their  pay. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Madame  Le  Ray,  made  at  the  last  ses- 
sion :  Whereupon,  it  was  ordered  that  the  said  re- 
S»rt  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
ouse  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thaddeus  May  hew. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  who  hare 
paid  duties  on  certain  goods  imported  into  Castine : 
Whereupon,  it  was  ordered  that  the  bill  be  coes- 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  titles  to  lots  Id 
the  village  of  Peoria,  when,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
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Cook,  who  said  the  House  did  not  appear,  on  tlie 
efe  of  the  holydays,  to  be  disposed  to  grave  in  res- 
tigatioo,  the  Uommittee  rose,  and  obtained  iea?e 
to  sit  min. 

The  House  took  un,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Whitehead,  and 
others :  Whereupon,  it  was  ordered  that  the  bill 
be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
Hoase  last  appointed. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  regulating  the  collec- 
tion of  duties  on  ^oods  imported  from  adjacent 
States  aod  territories ;  and  the  bill  to  make  per- 
petoal  the  provisions  of  the  act  fpr  the  punishment 
of  piracy,  dbc.,  were  severally  read  a  third  time, 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  the 
aoaoal  report  on  foreign  coins,  &c.,  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  it  was 

Raokedt  Thst  the  Committee  on  the  Libraiy  be 
directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  purchasing 
ioch  a  oofflber  of  copies  of  Sergeant's  Trestlie  onr 
ConititDtional  Law,  to  be  deposited  in  the  Library  of 
CoDgreM,  as  may  be  deemed  necessaiy  for  the  use  of 
the  members  of  both  Houses  of  Coogrees. 

[In  ofiering  this  resolution,  Mr.  N.  made  some 
observations  on  the  importance  of  a  treatise  of 
this  description,  and  read  an  extract  of  a  letter 
from  Judge  Storjr,  speaking  in  the  higheal  terms 
of  this  work,  which  he  says  is  on  a  plan  which 
is  noveL  but  as  useful  as  it  is  novel,  affording 
proo&or  the  author's  exactness,  acuteness,  and  ac- 
curacy, and  displaying  sound  learning,  dispassion- 
ate sentiments,  ana  clear  method.] 

STATE  OF  THE  FINANCES. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
the  annual  report  from  that  department  on  the 
state  of  the  finances;  of  which,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
McLajne,  five  thousand  copies  were  ordered  to  be 
pr'mted  for  the  use  of  the  House.  The  report  is 
as  follows : 

lo  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  "Act  sapple- 
meotaiy  to  the  aot  to  establish  the  Treasuiy  Depart- 
meot,"  the  Seeretory  of  the  Treasury  respectfully  sab* 
mits  the  folk>wiAg  report : 

1.  0/  the  pMic  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  years 

1821  and  1822. 

The  oet  revenue  which  accrued   from   duties  on 

imports  and  tonnage,  during  the  year  183 If  amounted 

to  $15,894,434  42. 

The  tctoal  receipts  in  the  Treasury,  during  the  year 
1621,  including  the  loan  of  .t;5,000,000,  amounted 

to $19,678,703  72 

Vis: 

Cofltoms  .        .        .  $13,004,447  15 

Pablic  landsy  exclu- 
tive  of  Missisaippi 
•tock    -        >        . 

Arrears  of  internal  du- 
ties and  direct  tax ; 
dividend  on  stock 
in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and 

17th  Con.  2d  Sess.— 15 


1,212,966  46 


other  incidental 
ceipts  ... 
Loan  authorized  by 
act  of  the  3d  March, 
1821.  including  a 
premium  of  $S64,» 
703  70,  gained  on 
the  same 


366,290  ]  ] 


5,000,000  00 


Making,  with  the  balances  in  the 
Treasury,  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1821,  of 1,198,46121 

An  aggregate  of       -        >  -« 20,772,164  9S 

The  eipenditures   during  the  year 

1821,  amounted  to         •        -        -     19,090.672  69 


Civil,  diplomatic,  and 
miscellaneous        -    $2,241,871  64 

Military  service,  in- 
cluding fortifica- 
tions, ordnance,  In- 
dian department. 
Revolutionary  and 
military  pensions, 
arming  the  militia, 
and  arrearages  pri- 
or to  the  1st  Jan- 
uaiy,  1817,  - 

Naval  service,  includ- 
ing the  gradual  in- 
crease of  the^avy 

Public  debt      - 


6,162,864  47 


3,319,248  06 
8,367,093  62 


1,298,484  66 


Leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury, 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1822,  of      - 

The  actual  receipts  in  the  Treasuir, 
during  the  three  first  quarters  of  the 
year  1822,  are  estimated  to  have 
amounted  to  $14,745,408  76. 

Via: 

Customs  -  $12,648,088  16 

Public  lands,  exclu- 
sive of  Mississippi 
stock    -        -        - 

Arrears  of  internal 
duties  and  direct 
tax,  dividend  on 
stock  in  the  bank, 
and  other  inciden- 
tal  receipu   • 

Balances  of  appro- 
priations for  the 
War  and  Navy  De- 
partmenU,  return- 
ed to  the  Treasury, 
and  carried  to  the 
surplua  fund 

The  actual  receipU 
into  the  Treasury, 
during  the  4th  quar* 
ter,  are  estimated  at      5,000,000  00 

Making  the  totol  esti- 
mated receipts  into 
the  Treasury  dur- 
ing the  year  1822 


391,871  76 


406,119  28 


1  681,692  24 


19,746,408  75 
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And  with  the  halaoce  in  the  Traae- 
ury,  on  the  let  «f  January,  1822, 
fonning  an  aggregate  of         -        -    81,427,000  99 

The  eipenditurea  during  the  three 
first  quartera  of  the  year  1822,  are 
eatimated  to  have  amounted  to 
912;278,653  32. 

Vb: 

CiTil,  diplomatic,  «nd 

misceilaneoua       -    91,536,434  24 

Military  senrice,  in- 
clodiag  ibrtifica- 
tioAs,  ordnance,  In- 
dian department, 
BeTolntionafy  and 
nilitsiy  penaiona, 
arming  the  militia, 
and  arrearagea  pri- 
or to  1st  January, 
1817,   - 

Naval  aendce,  includ- 
ing the  gradual  in- 
crease of  the  Navy 

Public  debt      - 

Expenditures  during 
the  fourth  quarter, 
including  the  re- 
demption of  the 
f  2,500,000  of  six 
per  cent  stock  of 
1820,  are  estimated 
at         ...      6,000,000  0<^ 

Making  the  total  estimated  expendi- 
ture of  the  year  1822    -        -        -     18,278,653  32 


Vix: 
Reimbursements  of  aix  per  cent,  de- 
ferred stock  -  $267,180  60 
Redemption  of  Louis- 
iana stock     -        -  5,556  15 


4,930,210  56 


1,538,952  00 
4,273,066  52 


^te 


And  leaWng  in  the  Treasury,  on  the 
let  of  January,  1883,  an  estimated 
balance  of     .        .        .        .        . 


93,148,347  67 


After  deducting  from  this  sum  certain  balancea 
of  appropriation,  amounting  to  $1,232,212  11,  which 
are  necessary  to  eflbct  the  objects  for  which  tiMy 
were  severally  made,  or  have  been  deducted  from  the 
estimates,  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year,  a  bal- 
ance of  $1,016,135  56  remains;  which,  with  the  re- 
ceipts into  the  Treasury  during  the  year  1823,  eon- 
atitutes  the  means  for  defraying  the  current  service  of 
that  year. 

2.  0/ the  public  diU. 

The  funded  debt  which  was  contracted  before  the 
year  1812,  and  which  was  unredeemed  on  the  1st 
day  of  October,  1821,  amounted  to  $17,833,746  84 

And  that  which  was  contracted  sub- 
sequently to  the  1st  of  January, 
1812,  and  was  unredeemed  on  the 
'  Ist  of  October,  1821,  amounted  to      76,652,458  18 


Making  the  total  amount  of  funded 
debt,  unredeemed  on  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober, 1821, 

In  the  fourth  quarter  of  that  year  there 
was  issued  Treasury  note  six  per 
stock  to  the  amount  of  - 

Making  an  aggregate  of  - 
In  the  same  quarter  there  was  paid 
the  sum  of  $262,738  75. 


93,686,905  02 


390  40 


93,686,595  42 


262,738  75 


Reducing  the  funded  debt,  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1822,  to      .        -        - 

From  that  day  to  the  1st  of  October 
last,  there  was  issued  three  per  cent, 
stock  to  the  amount  of  - 

Making  an  aggregate  of  - 

During  the  same  period  there  was 
pud  the  sum  of  $380,960  02. 

Vix: 

SeimbursMiOBt  of  six  per  cent,  de- 
ferred stock  -        -       $800,080  02 

Redemption  of  six  per 
cent  stock  of  1796  80,000  60 


93,423,856  6T 

143  0^ 
93,423,999^ 


Reducing  the  funded  debt,  on  the  1st 

'  of  October,  1822,  to 

It  is  estimated  that,  in  the  fourth 
quarter  of  the  present  year  there 
will  be  paid  $2,265,588  07. 

VIx: 

Reimbnnement  of  six  per  cent  de- 
ferred stock  -      $265,588  07 

Sedemplioii  of  six  per 
omt.  slack  of  1890      2,060,000  00 


380,964)  Ot 


93,043,019  6: 


07 


Which  wiU  reduce  the  fonded  debt, 
unredeemed  on  the  Istof  Janvnir, 
1823,  to 


90.7T7,431  60 


The  amount  of  Treaeuiy  notes  out- 
standing on  the  1st  of  October, 
1822,  is  estimated  at     -        -        - 

And  the  amount  of  Mississippi  stock, 
unredeemed  on  that  day  at  - 


27,437  00 
26,735  94 


3.  Of  the  Eitimatt  of  the  Public  JUtftnme  and  £r- 
pendiiurefor  ike  year  1833. 

The  groas  amouat  of  dntioa  on  imperta  nad 
which  aocnwd  from  the  let  of  Janwry  to  the  dOifa  oj 
September  last,  (both  days  indnded,)  k  «nttni«iod  ai 
$19,500,000,and  that  of  the  whole  year  at  $23,OOO«000. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  amount  of  debentarea  issued 
during  the  same  period  exceeds  the  amount  iasned 
during  the  corresponding  period  of  the  year  1821,  bj 
$86,000 ;  and  that  the  amoont  of  debenturea  oatatand- 
ing  on  the  30th  of  September  last,  eiiafgeable  upoi: 
the  revenue  of  1823,  is  #234,00Q,  more  tiuin  wsi 
on  the  same  day  in  1821  chargeable  upon  the  ravena^ 
of  1822. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  value  of  domcalic  arcida 
exported  from  the  United  States  in  the  yeor  cadifii 
on  the  30th  of  September  Isst,  has  amoantcd 
$49,874,079,  and  that  foreign  artidce  exported  dnriof 
the  same  period  have  amounted  to  $22,286,203. 

As  the 'receipts  from  the  customs  in  the  year  1«'^ 

depend — first,  upon  the  amount  of  doty  boada  wt:di 

i>ecome  due  within  that  year,  afrer  dednctiiis  the  ti- 

penses  of  collection,  and  the  amount  of  debentom 

chargeable  upon  them ;  and,  second,  upon  aoeh  por- 
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tionof  the  doUet  leeared  in  the  first  and  second  quar* 
ten  of  that  year  aa.  are  payable  within  the  year  ;  it  ia 
maQif(Bft  that  an  increase  in  the  amoant  of  debentures 
cbarfetble  upon  the  reyenue  of  the  year  1823,  or  a 
dimiootion  of  the  importations  of  foreign  merchandise 
doriog  the  two  first  quarters  of  that  year,  most  neeee* 
nrily  diminiah  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury.  As 
debentures  can  be  issued  at  any  time  within  twelye 
fflootbj  after  importation,  chargeable  upon  bonds  given 
for  tbe  duties  upon  such  importation,  it  is  impossible 
to  foresee  the  amount  whieh  may  be  chargeable  nppn 
the  bonds  that  are  p«yable  during  the  year  1823.  The 
iacts,  howeyer,  which  have  been  stated,  juatify  the 
ooodoiion  that  the  amount  of  debentures  which  will 
be  iassfJ  and  charged  upon  the  revenae  of  1823,  will 
cooHderahly  exceed  the  amount  which  was  diargea* 
ble  apoo  that  of  1822.  From  the  aame  facts,  it  is  also 
prejtimed  that  tbe  importations  of  tbe  two  first  quar* 
ten  of  the  year  1823  will  be  less  than  the  conreapond- 
ijif  quarters  of  the  present  year. 

Giriog  due  weight  to  all  the  fiieta  eenneeted  with  the 
subject,  the  reoaipta  ibr  the  year  180  may  be  esti* 
mated  el 921,100,080  M 

Tii: 

Customs    -        -         f  19,000,000  00 

Public  lands       -        -     1,600,000  00 

Bank  diyidenda  -        -       300,000  00 

Arretnef  internal  du- 
ties and  direct  tax, 
and    ineidental   te- 

ceipts     ...        150,00000 

■  '-^ 


To 


is  to  be  added  the  sum  of  -       1,916,136  56 


Remtitting  in  the  Treasury,  after  sat- 
isfying the  balances  of  appropria- 
tiotts  diargeable  upon  the  reyenue  of 
1822,  which  makes  the  entire  means 
of  the  year  1823,  the  amount  of    -  ff23,016,136  56 

The  expendilore  of  the  year  1823  is 
eitimated  at  ....     16,059,697  22 

Vix: 

Chil,  diplomatic,  and 
msseellaneoae         -  f  1 ,599, 3 17  35 

M  Utt'iyserrice,  includ- 
ing iHtificaticma,  ord- 
usnee,  Indian  depart- 
ment, reyolationary 
and  milii'y  pensions, 
amiing  the  militb, 
and  snearegee  prior 
to  the  lat  of  January, 
W17      .        -        . 

Kayal  serriee,  indud- 
iag  the  gradual  in- 
cT—m  of  the  Navy    2,723,987  12 

Pobfiedebt         -        .    5,602,000  00 


5,134,292  75 


Mig  deducted  from  the  aboye 
wWieai 


ive  in  the  Treasuiy,  on 
the  lat  day  of  January,  1824,  after 
•atisfjing  the  current  demands  of 
ths  year  1823^  a  sum  estimated  at  -    $7,956,538  34 

Although  the  tets  already  disclosed  justify  the  con- 
lusion  tlMitthe  importations  of  the  present  year  ex- 
eed  the  vakie  of  domestic  articles  exported  during 
be  year,  yet  there  are  no  means  of  ascertaining  the 


ex  tent  of  that  excess.  If  the  custom-house  documents 
were  to  be  considered  oondusiye  eyidenee  upon  this 
subject,  it  would  be  apparent  that  the  nation  baa, 
through  the  whole  period  of  its  existence,  imported 
more  in  yalue  than  it  has  exported.  But  the  fact  is 
incontestable  that  the  United  States  haye  enjoyed « 
more  uninterrupted  proeperity,  and  haye  incMsed 
their  capital  to  a  greater  relatiye  extent,  than  any  of 
the  nations  with  whom  they  haye  maintained  com- 
mercial intercourse. 

To  show  that  tbe  custom-house  documents  cannot 
be  considered  conclusiye  eyidenee  in  this  case,  it  Is 
proper  to  obeerye-^first,  that  the  value  of  eitidea  pay- 
ing duties  ad  yalorem,  imported  into  the  United  8(atea, 
is  asoertaiaed  by  adding  to  the  inyoice  yalne  80  per 
cent  if  from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  10 
per  cant*  fiooi  all  other  places ;  whilst  the  yalue  of  all 
other  articles  exported  is  ascertained  at  the  port  of 
shipment  without  any  such  addition ;  second,  the 
greatest  portion  of  the  importations  snd  exportations 
are  made  in  yessels  of  the  United  States ;  third,  the 
capital  employed  in  the  trade  of  the  Northwest  coast 
and  the  Padfic  ocean  consists  almost  exclusiyaly  of 
the  labor  and  enterprise  of  those  engaged  in  it  For- 
eign articles,  the  proceeds  of  those  enterprises,  import* 
ed  into  the  United  States,  are  therefore  only  equiya- 
lent  to  the  labor  and  enterprioe  by  which  they  were 
procured.  Fourth,  the  yalue  of  domestic  artidea 
exported  is  more  impecCoctly  ascertained  than  of  for- 
eign articles  imported ;  because  it  has  not  been  con- 
aiderad  neceesary  to  resort  to  tbe  same  sanctions  to 
enforce  a  compliance  with  the  regulationa  which  haye 
been  prescribed  for  that  purpose.  To  ascertain  the 
relatiye  yalue  of  imports  and  exports,  it  is  neceasary* 
first,  that  the  same  additions  shouM  be  made  to  the 
inyoioe  yalue  of  the  latter  as  are  required  by  law  to  be 
made  to  the  former ;  second,  the  freight  of  domestic 
articles  exported  in  American  yessels  ahouki  be  added 
to  their  yalue,  after  deducting  from  it  the  freight  of 
foreign  articles  imported  in  foreign  yessels ;  third,  the 
yalue  of  foreign  articles  imported  in  yessels  engaged 
in  the  trade  of  the  Northwest  coast  and  Padfic  ocean, 
the  proceeds  of  the  labor  and  enterprise  of  those  by 
whom  they  are  navigated,  should  be  added  to  the  do- 
mestic exports;  fourth,  it  is  impossible  to  aaeertain 
what  addition  should  be  made  to  the  value  of  the  do- 
mestic exports  on  account  of  tbe  omiasion  of  the  ex- 
porters to  state  correctly  the  value  of  artides  exported 
by  them;  but,  after  making  a  libbral  allowance  for 
foreign  artides  illidtly  introduced,  or  inaccurately 
invoiced,  it  is  bdieved  that  a  condderable  addition 
ahould  be  made. 

If,  then,  to  the  amount  of  domestic  artides  exported 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  September 
last,  already  estimated  at  $49,874,079,  the  additions 
should  be  made  which  the  preceding  facts  and  consid- 
erations appear  to  aulborixe,  the  value  of  our  domestic 
exports  during  that  period  may  be  estimated  at  neaHy 
$60,000,000. 

Although  no  calculation  has  been  completed,  show- 
ing the  average  rate  of  doty  upon  the  value  of  foreign 
artides  imported  Into  the  United  States,  it  is  pre- 
sumed that  an  importation  of  $60,000,000  of  fareiga 
merchandise  will  not  produce  a  less  revenue  than 
$17,000,000.  As  the  receipU  from  the  customs  dur- 
ing the  year  1823  have  been  estimated  at  $19,000,000, 
it  is  probable  that  the  receipts  from  the  same  source, 
in  1824,  which  will  depend  upon  the  importationa  of 
1823,  will  not  exceed  $15,000,000«    Under  the  most 
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nnfiTortblc  dream itincet,  it  ia  bclisTsd  that  the  re- 

Mipta  of  that  jciT  will  ba  aafficient  to  diKhirge  alt 

dcmuidi  upon  the  TiBamrr  which  iii*<r  be  •uthaiiied 

1.7  law. 

If  the  currant  appro priitiont  for  the  year  ISSSahkll 

be  equal  to  (hoie  required  by  Ihe  eelimalee  far  Ihn 

enaaing  jtn.  the  eipendltDre  of  that  jear  ma;  be  ea- 

tinaled  ■!  9S8,3S3.597  n,  liz  : 

Cnrrenl  appropri»tione      -        -        -   <8.B78,73a  33 

Panoanent  appropriatioQi  for  trmtng 

■■-    iii.t  hiil-ifi  sKiimiiif?  -         378,876  00 

Gt,..^.  .i  ir..  <,.,..    ■■■  iji..  Na.y    -  -  SOn,000  00 

Publio  Jebl,  includiiiR  tittlanccB  unap- 
plied in  1833  and  IS34,  nmoiinliiis 
10(18,796,000      .        -         -        .     18,706,000  00 


The  meana  of  the  Treasury  to  meet  Ibi*  eitraorili- 
Mty  npendilure,  coniisi— 
1«L  Of  the  balsnce  which  may  he  in 

the  Tteiiurj  on  Iho  lit  of  January 

oribatyear.  eatlmated  at  ■   Vt.OOO.OOO  00 

JlttJ.  td.  or  the  receipla  of  thai  year, 

Mlimated  at  -        -  •    19,000,000  00 

Vh:  Cuatoma  $17,000,000 

Public  Landi    -         ■  l,<;O0.O0l) 

Baok  Dividends  aM.OOO 

locideatal  ReceipU    -  6D,00(l 

Making  logelher,  an  sggiegaKi  of       -    3T,O0O,0O0  00 

And  leaving  a  deficit  of  about 


-   $1,850,000  00 


In  ihia  catimbte  the  leceipts  and  Fipenditurea  of 
the  year  1834  are  eatimaied  to  lie  ncaily  equal.  It  ii 
probable,  h>we**r,  that  the  receipts  may  excMd,  to  a 
amall  elteiit,  ihe  eipendilurea  ;  but  there  ia  at  leaal 
an  equal  p[ob«biii(y  llbat  the  receipla  for  (tie  year  182S 
•reeilimaMdioohigh.  la  Iho  year  1N2B,  Ibe  eipendi- 
tuie,  auuiniag  the  current  apfropri^iioaa  to  be  the 
aainc  oa  in  the  year  IB33,  (nay  be  Cdmated  at  $19,- 
4S7,000,  and  the  receipt*  at  ]^n',(ioU.iJOO.  A*  the  ap- 
proprialiau  Jf  $fiO0,O0U  for  the  );rnaijn[  iiicraaae  of  the 
Navy  eipi'sa  in  thai  year,  the  ^iiiniul  expenditure 
may,  for  autiaequentyears,  be  cslimatcd  at  910,000,000, 
unleiB  il  ^hali  be  considered  expedient  M  make  fur- 
ther proviiioD  fur  the  increoEe  of  that  eaMDlUI  meana 
of  national  defanca. 

It  ia  prDbd>le  that  the  annual  revenue  will  be  equal 
JBtiialaum.  To  provide  far  the  eiitiiaalad  deficit  of 
A*  yeara  1816  and  1826.  at  wdl  aa  lo  meet  any  ei- 
fcaurdtnary  demanJa  upon  Ihc  Treasury,  which  un- 
,fcnKeD  eiifencies  may  require,  il  la  believed  to  be 
jBMlieat  Ifeal  the  reienue  should  be  increaaed.  Thia 
MB  Iw  conveniently  elTected  by  a  judiciou*  reviaion 
'tf^  tariff;  which,  while  it  will  not  prove  oaaroua 
lo'l&e  «un!Ujiirr.  uill  timpliry  the  lahora  efthe  officera 
of   ''ii     I    I'liii  \;    I  !■  -  I  !.    ;irlidi'6   Compoaed    of 

Ku. '.  '  'i.iiip,  pay  il.lfirent  ratea  of 

duty.  DifTicultiea  Trequently  occur  in  determining  the 
dntiea  lo  which  luch  arlielei  are  aubjecl.  The  fTo- 
lifion  in  the  tariff,  that  the  duly  upon  articlea  com- 
poted  of  variooa  malarial*  ahall  be  regulated  by  the 
aaMrial  of  chief  value  of  which  it  ia  compoaed,  ia  pro- 
dactive  of  frequent  embarraaament  and  much  incoQ- 
TCDietice.  It  ia,  therefore,  reapectfully  anbmilted,  that 
all  artide*  compoaed  of  wool,  cotton,  flai,  hemp,  or 
Mlh,  or  of  which  any  of  theaa  maleritli  ia  »  compo- 
nent part,  be  luhject  to  a  duty  of  Iwenly-five  per  cent, 
ad  VBlorem. 


The  dutira  upon  glaaa  and  paper,  upon  iron  and 

ad,  and  upon  all  articlea  compoeed  of  tha  two  latler 

material*,  may  alao  be    iacreaaed  with  ■  new   lo  the 

aagmenution  ufthe  rerenue-     In  all  theae  cmoea,  ei- 

3)1  aHielea  compoaed  of  aitk,  il  ia  probable  that  the 
ret  of  the  propoaed  augmealatieu  of  dntiee,  wiD 
gradually  lead  lo  an  ample  anpply  of  thoee  ortidea 
from  oar  domeatic  manufaclotiea.  It  ia,  boweva, 
preaomed,  that  the  revenue  will  contiDue  to  be  aog- 
mented  by  Ihe  propoaed  allemtiona  in  the  tariff  until 
the  public  debt  ahall  have  bean  redeemed  ;  after  which 
the  public  eipendilDre,  in  time  of  peace,  will  be  dt- 
miniahed  la  the  extent  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  which  ia, 
at  preaent,  $10,(100,000.  But  if,  contrary  to  pre«nl 
antidpationa,  Ihe  prapoeed  augumenlation  of  dntiea 
ahoald,  before  the  public  debt  be  redeemed,  produce  a 
diminution  of  the  rsvenae  ariaing  from  the  importa- 
of  thoce  article*,  a  correaponditig,  if  not  a  greala. 
entation  may  be  confidently  c 
articlea  imported  into  the  United 
aappooitian  reata  upon  Ihe  two- 
foreign  articlea,  nearly  equal  to  the  voloe  a(  lb«  do- 
maatie  eiport*,  will  be  imported  and  cooaanaed;  and 
that  the  aubitilutioo  of  particular  claMea  of  domortic 
article*  for  Ihoae  of  foieigD  nation*  not  only  doea  not 
neceaaarily  diminith  the  value  of  domeatic  eipoita, 
but  uaually  tend*  toincreaae  that  value. 

The  dutie*  upon  varioua  other  articlea,  oot  in  any 
degree  connected  with  our  dotuealic  induatry,  laaj, 
likewiaa,  be  increaaed  with  a  view  to  tha  aDguemtalioa 
of  the  public  revenaa.  If  Ihe  eitating  tatiff  ahall. 
during  the  preaeol  aeeuon  of  Congre**,  be  jadiciooaly 
leviacd  fat  the  purpooa  of  augmenting  Ihe  revenue,  it 
ia  confidently  believed  that  it  will  oot  only  be  amply 
aufficient  to  defray  oil  the  demauda  upon  the  Trcaamy 
at  preaent  authorized  by  taw,  but  that  there  will  re- 
main an  aunnal  aurplua,  *ubject  to  each  dispoaitioti. 
for  the  protnotion  of  Ihe  public  welfare,  aa  the  wiolom 
of  Coogrea*  may  direct 

Under  the  act  of  the  SOth  April  laat,  anthorixing  the 
exchange  of  certain  portiona  of  the  public  debt  far  five 
per  cent,  atock,  $66,704  7T  only  have  been  exchanged. 
Theincreaaed  demand  for  capital,  for  the  proeacBtwa  of 
commercial  enlerprt*ea  during  the  praaont  jcar,  ena] 
the  Tt*e  in  the  rate  of  intereat,  cauaequcnt  apoa  that 
demand,  which  were  not  antidpaled  at  the  time  tbat 
tho  meaiure  wa*  propoaed,  have  prevented  ita  execa- 
tion.  Eiiiting  circumitancei  do  not  aaUumxe  the 
concluaion,  that  a  meaaure  of  thia  nature  will  be  more 
aucce*aful  during  the  next  year.  If  the  price  of  tbc 
public  debt, in  18Sfi,«bauld  be  aahigh  aa  ilia  at  present, 
any  portion  of  it,  redeemable  at  iha  pleaaare  of  the 
Government,  which  ahould  he  unredeemed  in  tbax  end 
aubaequeol  yean,  alter  the  application  of  tbe  SinlUDg 
Fund  to  that  object,  may  be  advantageonaly  exc^Kaged 
for  atuck  redeemable  at  anch  perioda  aa  lo  give  fuU 
operation  to  the  Sinking  Fund-  Thia  may  be  elTecled, 
either  directly  by  an  exchange  of  atock,  or  itidireclty 
by  aothoriiinga  loan  to  the  amount  of  atock  anaoailv 
redeemable  beyond  Ihe  amount  of  the  Siskin^  Faaj 
applicable  to  that  obiecL  All  which  ia  aulizaiLtea. 
WILLIAM  H.  CR.\WFORD- 
Zlec  83,  1833. 


LOUISIANA  LAND  TITLES. 
The  House  again  resolved  ilMlf  ioto  m.  Com 
miitee  of  the  Whole,  oo  the  bill  for  ejiamining  i^l. 
titles  to  land  in  Louisiana,  between  tbe  Rk>  Hondo 
and  ilie  Sabine  river. 
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Mr.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  so  as  to  recoffnise  the  validity  of  the  titles 
of  all  persons  who  nad  made  actual  settlements 
prior  to  the  Treaty  of  1819.  with  Spain,  so  far  as 
to  take  a  registry  of  their  claim,  dbc. 

This  amendment  Mr.  J.  supported  with  much 
earaestness  and  feelinff,  arising  out  of  the  present 
siiuatiott  of  those  setders,  who  are  now  liable  to 
remoral  by  force,  as  intruders  on  the  public  lands, 
without  having  any  other  ground  to  which  they 
can  safely  retire,  dec. 

After  a  few  observations  from  Mr.  Rankin,  the 
questioQ  was  taken  on  Mr.  Johnston's  motion, 
aod  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Johnston  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
addJDg  thereto  the  following  as  a  new  section: 

"  And  that  every  person  claiming  a  preference  in 
beoooing  a  purchaser  of  a  tract  of  land,  in  virtue  of 
thif  act,  ahall  make  known  hia  claim  by  delivering  a 
notice,  in  writing,  to  the  register  of  the  land  office  for 
the  district  in  which  the  land  may  lie,  wherein  he  shall 
particolariy  designate  the  tract  of  land  he  claims ;  which 
notice  the  register  shall  file  in  his  office,  on  receiving 
twenty-five  cents  from  the  person  delivering  the  same ; 
ud,  in  every  case  where  it  shall  appear  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  pabllc  moneys 
of  the  land  office,  that  any  peraon  who  has  delivered 
his  notice  of  claim  ia  entitled,  according  to  the  provi- 
Mons  of  thia  act,  to  a  preferenoe  in  becoming  the  par- 
chaser  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land ; 
such  person,  so  entitled,  shall  have  a  right  to  enter  the 
aame  with  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  the  mini- 
mum price,  on  producing  a  receipt  from  the  receiver 
of  public  moneys,  for  the  amount  of  the  purchase 
mooejt,  u  in  case  of  other  public  lands  sold  at  private 
sale :  Provided,  That  all  lands  to  be  sold  under  this 
act,  shsll  be  entered  with  the  register,  at  least  two 
veeiLs  before  the  lime  of  the  commencement  of  the 
public  sales  in  the  district  wherein  the  land  lies ;  and 
every  perMU  having  a  right  of  preference  in  becoming 
the  purchaser  of  a  tract  of  land,  who  ahall  fail  to  make 
his  entry  vrith  the  register,  within  the  time  prescribed, 
his  right  shall  be  forfeited. 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  agreeing  to 
this  amendment,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill. 

On  the  question  to  order  the  bill  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading — 

Mr.  Johnston  said,  having  failed  in  his  proposi- 
tion to  amend  the  bill,  he  felt  now  no  anxiety 
respecting  its  passage,  as  it  contained  no  provi- 
sions of  material  interest  to  the  people  whom  he 
represented.  He  was  at  a  loss  what  course  to  take 
in  regard  to  it,  having  been  so  greatly  disappointed 
in  not  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  House  to  the 
reasooable  amendments  which  he  had  proposed. 
Under  these  circumstances,  he  moved  that,  for 
the  present,  the  bill  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  was,  accordingly,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.    \ 

AID  TO  THE  GREEKS. 

Mr.  DwiGBT  said  he  was  requested  to  present 
the  memorial  of  William  Thornton,  Walter  Jones, 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  other  respectable  citi- 
zens of  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  behalf  of  the 
Greeks.  Whatever  doubts  this  Jflouse  might  en- 
tertain in  regard  to  the  specific  appropriation 


prayed  for  bv  the  memorial  in  behalf  of  this  in- 
terestinff  and  unfortunate  people — doubts  which 
he  felt  himself  constrained  to  say  he  entertained 
not  less  sparingly  than  any  gentleman  upon  the 
floor ;  he  felt  assured  that  they  would  all  concor 
in  the  opinion  that  the  sentiments  of  the  memori* 
alists  were  not  less  honorable  to  them  than  ac- 
cordant to  the  spirit  of  this  nation.    Indeed,  he 
was* quite  sure  he  did  not  exaggerate  when  he 
asserted  that  there  was  a  sympathy,  deep  and  uni* 
versal,  throushout  the  country,  in  behalf  of  this 
oppressed  and  injured  nation.    The«MmoTialistB| 
in  reply  to  the  charge  of  enthusiasm  in  reUtion  to 
a  remote  and  feeble  people  struggling  for  libertf 
against  the  power  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  would 
have  a  riffht  to  call  upon  the  House  to  recollect 
that  not  half  a  century  had  elapsed  since  a  lesa 
numerous,  though  more  enlightened  people,  had 
successfully  made  war  upon  the  most  powerful 
nation  on  earth;  and  that,  too,  for  evib  which, 
compared  to  the  massacre  of  Chios  and  the  ty- 
ranny of  those  inhuman  masters,  were  easily  to  oe 
borne.    Nor,  sir,  will  the  House  need  to  be  re- 
minded that  not  half  a  dozen  years  have  elapsed 
since  the  intrq>id  and  eloquent  advocate  of  South 
American  independence,  stood  in  a  small  minor- 
ity upon  this  floor,  and  upon  a  question,  toO| 
which,  at  the  last  session,  was  carried  in  this 
House  by  acclamation.    Indeed,  but  yesterday 
we  were  told  that  the  recognition  of  South  Ame- 
rican independence  was  no  longer  opposed  by  the 
British  Government,  because  it  can  too  longer  be 
resisted.    Regard  to  the  just  intereatu  of  our  own 
country,  perhaps,  ought  to  prevent  our  making  ^ 
the  appropriation  prayed  for;  but  no  considera-t 
tions  of  delicacy  or  propriety  could  deter  the  me- 
morialists from  the  expressions  of  feeline  in  be- 
half of  the  Greeks  against  a  nation  with  whMa 
we  have  never  had  negotiation,  or  truce,  or  treaty. 
The  House  would  view,  with  an  interest  propor- 
tioned to  the  importance  of  the  question.  naL 
should  Liberty  be  now  unable  to  maintain  herself 
in  Greece,  the  country  of  her  eaiiiest  templea  aad 
longest  worship,  she  would  cease  to  have  a  footing 
on  either  of  Uiree  continents,  or  an  existease  in- 
the  governments  of  six  hundred  millions  ol  peo- 
ple.   He  did  not  mean,  by  the  remarks  be  nad 
made,  to  commit  himself  to  any  ulterior  nuunrca 
upoh  the  subject;  but  he  thought  it  his  dutf  boIIo 
refuse  an  application  from  so  respectable  a  sotteoe, 
and  particularly  from  a  portion  of  our  oitiseua 
who  are  unrepresented  upon  this  floor.    For  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  the  opinion  of  the  Hotisa  aa 
to  the  destination  of  the  memorial,  he  would  now 
move  that  it  be  read,  and  he  hoped  that  some  gen- 
tleman of  more  experience  than  himself  would 
move  for  it  such  reference  as  the  House  might 
think  proper  to  give  it. 

[The  memorial  which  Mr.  D.  here  presented  is 
signed  by  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  citizens  of 
Washington  and  Georgetown,  praying  of  Con- 
gress "to  appropriate  two  or  three  millions,  in 
'  provisions,  and  whatever  may  be  necessarv  to 
^  the  Greeks,  as  an  easy  and.  honorable  mode  of 
'  acknowledging  the  aid,  bounty,  and  obligation 
'  received  from  France  in  like  circumstances."] 
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The  memoml  wu  read ;  when 
r^..  Mi.  Wbidbt  Mid  be  trusted  this  Howe  was  not 
^'  nnpaced  to  commit  the  peace  of  ttiii  nation,  by 
uterferiDji,  in  «af  manner,  in  the  contests  of  Ea- 
rope.  We  all  oympathize  with  erery  people 
■Irnnling  foe  their  liberty,  and  wish  them  success 
in  the  establiihroent  of  Ihe  rights  of  man,  by  their 
tndependsDt  self-gorerameiits.  By  our  Cnncdla- 
lion,  said  Mr.  W.,  erery  man  ha«  a  right  to  peti- 
tioM  for  a  redreu  of  hit  grieraaces;  bot  this 
I.    :         '    "  "      '  r  piiji^QttiropItU  ~ti- 

I'-Tiiii.'  i„i-  ,.iij._-r-,  Fi  ■'  ;  .M,  rhe  purTJew  of  the 
CoDititutioQ.  That  (tif  r],.ef  Ma^strate,  the 
Senate^  and  the Uou.'e  ol'  ItijirewntatiTes, feel  all 
the  synpathiei  for  the  Gierk  ■■  that  their  situation 
is  cakaJaied  to  imiirpss,  ilifm  can  be  no  donbc 
Whatever  measures  shall  lit- 1[, Might  proper  by  Ihe 
GoveromeBl,  wiU,  no  doubt,  be  adopted.  The 
Kxecotire  is  as  w«ll  inforriK-l  as  the  roeraorialists 
ontieaitlMlion  of  llic  Gmk-,  and,  Mr.  W.  nid, 
he  had  BO  doubt  that  pury  department  of  the 
GovETDiiKBt,  in  whicli  ilic  |>eaplc  have  rmmaed 
their  oonfidence,  will  du  hs  duty;  bat  he  hoped 
they  would  not  be  led  aslrav  by  any  feelings  of 
pbiWthrepy,  in  any  iiiea^.\Jrii  inooosistent  with 
(he  imUio  uiierest  cumniiucd  to  their  care.  We 
have  seen,  with  great  jiain.  Mr.  W.  said,  the 
blooily  cooiesu  tbal  linv<;  disilated  the  re^ons  of 
the  mher  hemisphere,  and  we  have  rejoiced  at 
every  suocws  of  the  Grecian  trms;  and  be  had 
no  doaht,  thft,  whenever  ihiy  shall  calaUish  the 
fact  that  thty  are  inilependfur.  we  shall  promptly, 
and  with  plsusure,  ackiunvlijje  it,  as  we  did  tn 
ibe  case  vi  '.'"•  O".  ■  -i  :■:■  ■■  of  Soath  America, 
inomon.;  -e,  nid  Mr.  W.,  the 

fioesl  liji.'..._  .vete  justly  kept  in 

check  by  the  witdom  and  equanimity  of  the  Chief 
MagiJtrsta;  till  tlu  happy  epoch  when  it  was 
ihaagkt  prvper  hf  him  it  should  be  declared. 
-•.  And.totiM  any  man  look  back  upon  that  scene, 
'  and  Botiadmive  the  wisdom  and  paternal  cire  of 
the  Chief  MagiiWkte  ?  We  know  his  feclingi 
towBidt  ihB  Greeks,  by  his  mesnge  at  the  opening 
of  thM  seaaion,  are  suqianed  by  those  of  none  of 
u^  naf ,  am  of  the  petitioners.  He,  with  all  the 
inlbrnMtioB  neoesssiy  to  the  perfect  understand- 
ing of  our  foreign  relations,  has  an  eye  to  the  best 
iatemti  of  otir  country;  and  the  case  of  South 
Amsica  inspires  the  confidence  of  (he  American 
I>eapla,  that  their  peace  and  happinns  will  con- 
tinue to  garem  hit  Administration.  The  bloody 
conlgsts  that  disturb  the  lepoie  of  reyolut  ion  iced 
Spain  aod  Portugal,  under  the  impious  indoenee 
ot  the  priests,  Mr.  W.  said,  elicit  our  eiecraiions 
against  those  bloody  pontiSs  who  seem  pr»ared 
to  sacrifice  erery  frigid  to  ciril  liberty  on  the  al- 
tan  of  persecution ;  and,  indeed,  the  recent  eri- 
dence  oi  the  conduct  of  Ferdinand,  induced  fears 
that  he  and  these  priests  had  confederated  in  the 
restoration  of  their  former  QoTemment. 

Mr.  Dwia&T  said,  it  was  a  respect  due  from  him 
to  the  subject,  and  to  the  personal  characters  of 
the  Dctitioners,  to  more  to  refer  the  memorial  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relatiims. 

Mr.  Rhba  called  for  the  reading  of  the  panage 
-*6f  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 


States  which  refers  to  the  cause  of  the  GaAi. 
He  then  expressed  his  opinion  that  a  nentnl  por- 
tion was  the  best  for  the  United  States,  howeier 
we  might  wbh  success  to  the  cause  of  the  dedu. 
This  was  the  sentiment,  also,  emphatically  of  itw 
President  of  the  United  Stales,  who  had  eipindf 
limited  the  extent  to  which  we  sboold  go,  Inili 
with  regard  to  our  own  duty  to  ounclve*  and  fn- 
eign  iMtioBs,  and  also  to  the  rights  of  other  i*> 
tion*.  This  memorial,  Mr.  R.  said,  oalled  npw 
this  House  to  go  beyond  that  point,  and  to  (daeeit- 
self  in  conflict  with  the  Sxccntire  on  thisinbjett. 
To  this  course,  Ur.  R.  said,  he  was  not  disfwstd 
to  give  countenance  by  rclerrin^  tbi*  pnition  to 
the  Oommiuee  of  Fomgn  Relstiofts. 

Mr.  DwiOBT  then  rose,  and  said  he  was  indncci 
by  the  suggestions  of  soiae  gentlemen,  for  wbost 
opinions  he  had  the  highest  respect,  to  witbdn' 
his  motion  for  referring  the  memorial  to  the  Cosh 
mittee  of  Foreign  Relations,  and  moving  lo  Is;  ii 
on  the  table. 

The  memorial  was  accordingly  ordered  u  lie 
on  the  table.  And  the  House  adjourned  to'Frtdif- 


Fhidat,  December  27. 
A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mi.  Cdtts,  in- 
formed the  House  that  the  Senate  have  paned  i 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  far  the  relief  of  the  heirs  ud 
representatives  of  Alexander  Montgoiiiery,dreeu- 
eii,"  in  which  they  ask  the  coocvirence  of  ilui 


Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ssmnrf 
H.  Walley,  and  Henry  G.Foster,"  madea  detailed 
report,  recommending  that  Ibe  said  bill  be  re- 
jected. The  bill  was  committed  to  a  CommitiR 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McLane  reported,  without  amendmeiii,  liie 
bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  6it>- 
bit.  On  the  proper  mode  of  disposing  of  ihii  bill, 
(which  proposes  to  remit  the  interest  on  ceritia 
duties  payaole  on  goods  destroyed  by  the  violcDi 
stormat  Providmce,  in  the  year  1815,)there  arose 
some  debate.  Mr.  Cocee  and  Mr.  Walwobtb  ' 
wished  it  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whc^. 
Mr.  McLakb  wished  it  to  go  at  once  to  a  ihiid 
reading;  which  course  he  supported  by  an  argu- 
ment showing  the  equity  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Ddvee 
seconded  the  motion  of  Mr.  McLake,  by  a  noin- 
ber  of  remarks,  showing  the  reasonableness  of  the 


for  discussion  of  the  bill,  wtiidi 
coQiained  a  new  principle,  never  recognised  «s  s 
aeneral  rule,  and  but  once  even  as  exception  to 
the  general  rule,  (in  the  case  of  the  remissioa  oi 
duties  on  foreign  goods  destroyed  by  the  fire  ai 
Savannah.)  In  the  end,  the  bill  was,  on  moiios 
of  Mr.  Cocke,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 
Mr.  CocKB,  from  the  Committee  on  Revola- 


lionary  Pulsions,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  v> 
the  acts  to  provide  for  certain  person*  ennged  ia 
the  land  and  naval  service  of  the  United  Stales  is 
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the  Rerolationwy  irar ;  which  was  reed  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLanb,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  Speaker  do  appoint  a  member  of  the  Commit* 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  the  place  of  Mr. 
SMfTH,  who  is  elected  to  the  Senate,  and  Mr. 
IxGBAM  'was  appointed. 

On  motion  of  air.  Williams^  of  North  Carolina, 
the  Committee  on  Mllitarjr  Afiairs  were  instractea 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  to  the 
officers  of  the  army  a  salary,  or  stated  sum  of 
money,  per  year,  instead  of  pay  and  emoluments, 
as  now  allowed  bv  law. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sibley,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  locate,  in  tracts  of  not  less  than  two 
entire  sections  eacn,  in  any  part  of  the  Territory 
of  Michigan,  where  the  punic  lands  shall  hare 
been  surveyed^  a  quantity'  of  land  equal  to  one 
entire  township  of  six  miles  sqaare,  which  was 
reserved  and  granted  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
for  the  use  of  a  seminary  of  learning,  by  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  26th  of  May,  1804;  and  that  said 
committee  do  also  inquire  into  tl^  expediency  of 
providing,  by  law,  for  the  leasing  of  said  lands, 
-when  located,  as  well  as  the  lands  reserved  in 
each  township  in  said  Territory  for  the  use  of 
schools ;  and  the  protection  of  the  same  against 
waste  and  injury,  bv  trespass,  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCoy,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  report  a  bill  in  addition 
to  the  act  for  the  prompt  settlement  of  public  ac- 
counts, and  for  the  punishment  of  the  crime  of 
perjury. 

[Mr.  McCoy  stated  his  object  to  be.  to  get  be- 
fore the  House  again  a  bill  which  was  before  Con- 
gress at  a  former  session,  but  was  not  acted  upon 
ibr  want  of  time.] 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Alexander  Montgomery, 
deceased,  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  follow- 
ing  res^oliitions  of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland : 

Br  THK  Hou8£  or  Dilxoatxs, 

December  13,  ld22. 

Whereas,  the  great  National  Road  leading  from 
Oumberlaod  to  Wheeling,  which  is  of  such  incalculable 
advantage  in  facilitating  tbe  intercourse  between  the 
^Atlantic  and  Western  ^ates,  and  which  was  con- 
sfrtrncted  at  a  great  expense,  has  already  sufiered  from 
xhe  want  of  that  regular  superintendence,  and  of  those 
Tepaiiv,  which  are  necessary  to  the  preserration  of 
much  a  work ;  Therefore 

JUtohedf  hy  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland, 

That  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  this  State, 

i  n    Congress,  be  requested  to  use  their  best  exertioas 

X.O  procure  the  immediate  passage  of  a  law,  by  Con- 

^reiBS,  making  a  sufficient  appropriation  to  repair  the 

i^reat  National  Road  leading  from   Cumberland  to 

^%V  heeling. 

Jtes<d^9  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
r^qwsBled  to  cause  a  eopy  of  this  resolution  lo  be 
c  vansmitted  to  each  of  the  Senators  and  Represents- 
,  i.  ves  of  this  State  in  Congress.     By  order  : 

JOHN  BREWBR,  Clerk. 


The  resolotioDs  were  read  and  relisrred  to  the 
committee  to  whom  the  subject  is  referred. 

REVOLUTIONARY  CANADIAN  REFUGEES* 

Mr.  Walworth  submitted  for  consideration  tha 
following  resolution : 

Xetohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  and  U»* 
finiabed  Bnsiness  be  instmeled  to  iaqaire  tola  the 
oxpedleney  of  reviving  and  continuing  in  Ibrost  Ibr  a 
further  tune,  the  acts  of  the  7th  of  ApnJ,  1798,  and  oC 
the  24th  of  Februaij,  1810,  which  provide  for  the 
relief  of  the  refugees  from  the  British  Provi&ess  of 
Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  agreeably  to  the  resolutions 
of  Congress,  of  the  22d  of  April,  1783,  and  tbe  13th 
of  April,  1786. 

Some  opposition  appearing  to  this  resolution- 
Mr.  Walworth  stated  the  object  of  it.  In  the 
year  1783,  the  Old  Congress,  by  resolution,  pro- 
mised to  make  provision  for  those  persons  who 
were  oUiged  to  take  refuge  in  the  united  States, 
during  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  In  1786,  tbi» 
pledge  was  renewed  in  the  same  manner.  Nothr 
ing  was  done  towards  the  redemptioii  of  these 
pledges,  until  the  year  1798,  when  a  law  jpaased: 
for  their  relief,  the  duration  of  which  was  limited 
to  two  years.  In  consequence  of  the  shortness  of 
the  limitation^  a  sreat  many  of  those  who  were 
entitled  to  relief  did  not  obtain  it.  In  1810,  the 
law  was  revived  for  another  short  term  of  time, 
and  then  sufiered  to  ejcpire,  before  some  of  these 
persons  had  ascertained  that  such  a  law  had  pves 
passed.  He  wished  this  law  to  be  now  revivedi 
that  three  or  four  of  his  constituents,  who  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  law  whilst  it  was  in  force,  might 
now  obtain  the  benefit  of  it.  Mr.  W.  said,  he 
could  not  see  anv  just  reason  wh]^  the  United 
States  should  establish  a  statute  of  limitations  ia 
bar  of  equitable  claims  against  the  Govermnent. 
He  himself  knew  one  person  who  was  driven  from. 
his  home  during  the  Revolution,  and  sacrificed  an- 
immense  property,  who  was  now  in  his  seventieth 
year,  pining  in  want.  It  was  for  the  relief  of  sueh 
olnects  as  this  that  he  wanted  the  bill  passed. 

Mr.  Bassbtt  suggested  that,  if  the  cases  were 
so  few  it  would  be  much  better  to  act  upon  them 
individaally.  instead  of  passing  any  general  law 
upon  the  suisject.  He  was  not  an  advocate  for 
an  act  of  limitation  further  than  it  was  necessary 
to  guard  the  Government  a^inst  impositions,  but 
limitation  to  claims  seemed  in  that  point  of  view 
to  be  necessary. 

Mr.  Walworth  said,  he  could  not  undertake 
to  say  how  many  cases  there  were  in  other  parts 
of  the  United  States.  It  was  not  on  the  individual 
cases  that  he  relied  for  the  ground  of  his  motion, 
but  it  was  the  principle  of  the  case  that  he  spoki^ 
of.  Whether  there  were  one,  two,  twenty,  or  twa 
hundred  cases,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Gk)vernmfint 
to  provide  for  them.  This  law  would  moreover, 
grant  nothing  to  the  claimants,  but  merely  author- 
ize them  to  bring  forward  their  claims  for  Con- 
gress to  pass  upon. 

Mr.  Vance  said,  the  land  set  apart  for  the  loca- 
tion of  land  warrants  in  the  case  of  the  Canadian 
refugees,  was  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  and,  as  soon  as  the  warrants  were  located 
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under  the  former  law,  the  GoTemment  had  ordered 
the  whole  of  the  remainder  of  the  land  to  be  snr- 
Teyed  and  sold.  The  titles  to  the  lands  thas  sold, 
and  now  highly  improved,  ought  not  to  be  dis- 
turbed, or  in  any  manner  affected  by  reviving  the 
obsolete  law  which  set  apart  that  land  for  a  par- 
ticular purpose. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
Mr.  Walworth's  resolution,  and  decided  in  the 
negative — 59  to  45. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sibley,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  erecting  a  new  land  district  in 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  to  embrace  the  lands 
lying  in  the  Saguina  county  of  Lake  Huron,  to 
which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished. 

CHARGES  AGAINST  JUDGE  TAIT. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter, 
addressed  to  him  by  Edwin  Lewis,  of  the  State  of 
Alabama,  preferring  charges  of  improper,  corrupt, 
and  extra-judicial  conduct,  against  Charles  Tait, 
Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  Alabama,  and  soliciting  an  in- 
quiry, by  this  House,  into  the  correctness  of  said 
charges ;  which  letter  was  read,  as  follows : 

Mobile,  Not.  26,  1811. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  R^resentativee : 

Sir  :  I  enclose  several  charges  against  Judge  Tait, 
which  I  wish  you  to  lay  before  Congress,  together  with 
the  enclosed  documents.  If  Judge  Tait  is  sustained 
in  his  tyrannical  conduct  towards  me  as  an  American 
citizen,  and  in  his  mock  proceedings  in  the  African 
•lave  cases,  I  shall  no  longer  boast  of  being  a  free  citi- 
len  of  a  free  country ;  and  I  believe,  from  a  fair,  im- 
partial view  of  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  tw.  English,  for  importing  slaves  contrary 
ti  the  laws  of  Gongreas,  as  well  as  in  the  cases  of  three 
yfmmitU  captured  with  African  staves,  that  no  one  will 
likely  again  attempt  to  prosecute,  under  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  made  with  a  view  to  prohibit  the 
•lave  trade ;  as  the  parties  who  have  heretofore  ap- 
proached the  court  have  had  no  success,  but  hive  been 
subject  to  every  obstacle,  vexation,  delay,  and  disgust- 
ing modiery.  And  the  secret  reason  that  Judge  Tait 
refused  me  to  be  sworn  in  as  an  attorney  was,  no  doubt, 
owing  to  my  having  expressed  opinions  opposed  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  Attorney  for  the  United  States. 
In  fact,  sir,  what  apology  is  there  for  a!l  this  delay, 
when  the  records  prove,  by  the  very  claims  of  the 
parties  filed,  that  the  most  aggravated  cases  of  viola- 
tions had  actually  been  committed  1     Do  not   the 

claimants,  Messrs. of  Havana,  whose  names 

are  made  use  of,*  assert  that  thej  did  ship,  in  and 
upon  the  American  schooner  Constitution,  eighty-four 
African  slaves,  ^.  ?  Is  not  this,  sir,  equal  to  a  plea 
of  guilty  of  the  facts  alleged?  Why  postpone  the 
oasa  at  all,  in  the  first  instance  1  And  why  now  stay 
the  execution  on  the  judgment,  and  order  of  condem- 
nation on  bonds,  for  $160,  in  each  case  1  The  appeal 
to  the  Supreme  Court  was  not  carried  up  to  the  last 
term.  Whether  it  will  be  carried  up  to  next  term,  or 
ever,  is  a  very  doubtful  case  with  me.    Thus,  we  see 


*  The  slaves  actually  belonged  to  American  citixens, 
several  of  whom  I  could  name. 


property,  worth  more  than  $100,000  at  the  tine  of 
capture,  yet  unaettled,  and  a  great  part  of  it  totally  loiL 
And,  in  the  prosecution  of  English,  the  proof  was  moit 
positive.    Bat  what  can  justify  the  kee|Mng  the  wit- 
nesses tending  court,  riding  hundred*  of  miles,  court 
after  court,  at  the  expense  of  Government!    Whjr 
not  discharge  the  witnesses  ?     I  acknowledge  the  in- 
sulting indignity  ofiered  to  me  by  Judge  Tait  is  ine- 
con cile able  to   my  feelings,  and  highly  aggrtnted, 
when  I  am  so  well  convinced  it  was  to  favor  the  iffl- 
porters  of  slaves,  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  Congreii. 
as  I  defy  Judge  Tait,  and  all  the  world,  to  bring  any 
charge  against  me  to  be  tried  by  a  tribunal  that  uroold 
disqualify  me.     This,  Judge  Tait  was  well  aware  of, 
or  he  would  never  have  ventured  this  act  of  tyrsDOv 
at  the  hazard  of  his  reputation,  if  any  other  means 
had  existed.     I  will  add,  sir,  that,  if  Judge  Tait  ia  to 
be  sustained  in  this  conduct,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
asking,  what  avail  are  all  the  laws  of  Congress  against 
the  slave  trade,  without  an  efiident  judiciary,  witboat 
a  judge,  and  officers  of  the  court,  who  will  execute  the 
laws  ?     With  great  regard,  dtc,  your  very  obeditni 
servant,  £.  LEWIS. 

The  letter  havine  been  read — 

Mr.  MooRE,  of  Alabama,  said  he  was  willing 
that  there  should  be  some  investigation  into  this 
matter.  It  was  due  to  the  individual  charged. 
and  to  the  person  making  the  charges,  that  there 
should  be  an  investi^tion.  He  moved,  therefore, 
that  the  communication  and  accompanying  deco- 
ra ents  should  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Cocke,  of  Tennessee,  said,  he  had  no  objec- 
tion whatever  to  the  reference  of  these  papers  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  bat  the  motion 
to  print  the  documents,  without  any  accusation 
beinff  framed  in  this  House  against  the  jud^e.Mr. 
C.  thoug[ht  was  going  beyond  the  line  of  strici 
duty.  It  the  committee  should  be  of  opinioa  that 
there  was  just  ground  of  accusation  against  Jndfe 
Tait,  then  the  papers  might  be  printed ;  bat  oniil 
that  was  done,  he  should  think  it  was  doing  great 
injustice  to  Judge  Tait  to  print  documents,  the 

grmting  of  which  might  hare  the  effect  to  blast 
is  reputation,  as  seeming  to  suppose  that  the 
charges  of  this  individual  against  him  were  wel) 
founded. 

Mr.  Sanoers,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  had 
been  a  member  of  the  committee  at  the  last  session, 
to  whom  a  communication,  of  similar  import  lo 
this,  had  been  referred,  and  a  general  impressioD> 
prevailed  that  the  writer  must  be  a  madman. 
Those  who  exaihined  the  papers  were  eniirdy 
satisfied  that  no  injustice  had  been  done  to  this 
man.  If  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  considered 
these  papers  entitled  to  any  credit,  it  would  be  im 
duty  to  have  a  select  committee  raised  to  ezamiJie 
them.  Mr.  S.  was  confident  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  would  not  look  into  them,  because, 
as  far  as  it  did  look  into  the  similar  papers  at  the 
last  session,  the  committee  was  satisfied  they  were 
not  worth  its  notice. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  if  i)^ 
did  vote  for  the  reference  of  these  papers,  it  would 
be  with  the  most  perfect  conviction,  on  his  miod. 
that  the  inquiry  would  result  in  the  clear  acquitial 
of  the  judge  who  is  accused.     The  gentleman 
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who  bad  thought  proper  to  bring  forward  these 
charges,  was  no  stranger  to  many  members  of  this 
House ;  and  the  gentleman  who  last  spoke  had 
jofonsed  the  House  that  some  members  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  at  the  last  session,  beliered 
him  10  be  insane.  He  believed  the  whole  history 
of  that  person's  life  was  soch  as  in  some  degree 
to  justify  this  impression,  and  it  was  high  time 
that  Congress  should  cease  to  be  harassed  by  him. 
He  was  totally  opposed  to  printing  the  documents 
in  this  or  any  case  presented  to  the  House,  before 
they  had  passed  under  the  review  of  a  committee. 
Suppose  these  accusations  should  turn  out,  as  he 
had  no  doubt  they  would  turn  out,  to  be  frivolous 
and  unworthy  of  the  consideration  of  the  House ; 
would  it  not  be  a  subject  of  regret,  that  so  much 
importance  had  been  given  to  these  papers  as  to 
print  them  ? 

Mr.  MooiUB  assured  the  House  that  he  was  far 
from  desiring  to  take  any  course  which  should 
blast  the  reputation  of  Judge  Tait,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  himself.  He  did  not  sup- 
pose such  would  be  the  effect  of  printing  the  pa- 
Der$.  Mr.  M.  ftaid  he  was  not  like  the  gentleman 
Kom  North  Carolina,  who  seemed  to  have  pre- 
judged this  case,  and  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
petitioner.  Mr.  M.  bad  never  seen  the  man, 
though  he  had  beard  of  him ;  but,  as  to  the  peti- 
tioner's inteffrity,  he  thought  the  gentletnan  had 
prejudged  the  case.  He  knew  nothing  which 
should  prevent  him  from  being  heard  when  pre- 
ferring charges  in  an  attitude  so  imposing  as 
these.  The  letter  contained  some  evidence  of 
more  importance  than  mere  hearsay.  It  referred 
to  documents  taken  from  the  records  of  a  court. 
It  certainly  could  not  blast  the  reputation  of  an 
individual  to  print  what  was  matter  of  record  in 
a  court.  This  roan  was  entitled  to  be  heard,  he 
thought ;  but,  to  accommodate  the  gentlemen,  he 
withdrew  that  part  of  his  motion  which  related 
to  printing  the  papers,  and  varied  his  motion  so 
as  to  read  as  follows : 

*'  Retohed,  That  the  commanication  and  accompa- 
Djing  docomentj  of  £.  Lewis,  Esq.,  impeaching  the 
offidil  condact  of  Charles  Tait,  one  of  the  judges  of 
the  United  States  court  for  the  district  of  Alabama,  be 
refened  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary ;  and  that 
they  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
the  ofidal  conduct  of  the  Maid  Charles  Tait,  andre- 
p(»i  the  result  of  their  inquiry.** 

Mr.  Williams  said  he  had  avowed,  when  up 
before,  that  he  was  not  opposed  to  the  reference 
of  this  memorial,  dec.  This  declaration  misht 
have  assured  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  that 
he  was  not  disposed  to  prejudge  the  case.  Nor, 
Mr.  W.  said,  did  he  pretend  to  any  acquaintance 
with  the  person  who  had  forwarded  this  memo- 
rial. It  was  his  character,  and  not  his  person,  he 
said,  that  was  known  to  many  members  of  this 
House;  and  how  known?  Some  six  or  eight 
vears  ago,  it  would  be  recollected  by  many  mem- 
bers, this  Mr.  Lewis  sent  forward,  more  than  once, 
some  very  grave  charges  to  this  House,  against 
Judge  Touimin,  who  was  then  one  of  the  judges 
of  the  United  States  for  the  Territory  of  Alaba- 
ma.   The  House  at  length  took  them  up,  and 


appointed  a  committee  to  investigate  them.  The 
committee,  having  done  so,  reported  the  charges 
to  be  frivolous  and  unfounded.  The  gentleman 
from  Alabama  himself  recollects  that,  at  the  last 
session,  the  same  individual  preferred  charges 
against  Judee  Tait,  and  we  are  now  assured,  by 
a  member  of  that  committee,  that  it  was  believed 
by  some  of  them,  after  examining  them,  that  the 
man  was  not  in  his  right  senses.  But,  notwith- 
standing all  this  acquaintance  with  the  memori- 
alist, Mr.  W.  was  willing  his  charges  should  be 
investigated.  But,  how  long,  said  he,  are  we 
to  be  troubled  in  this  way  ?  I  suppose,  if  he  sends 
us  on  frivolous  charges  against  the  judges  for 
ninety  and  nine  times,  we  are  patiently  to  hear 
him  the  hundredth  time,  even  though,  as  now,  he 
intimates  he  has  no  new  matter  to  present  to  the 
Hoyse.  It  was  due  to  the  character  of  the  House 
that  a  iitop  should  be  put  to  such  proceedings,  and 
he  hoped,  after  this  investigation,  to  hear  no  more 
of  this  person's  charcvs,  dbc. 

Mr.  Wright  said  ne  had  a  perfect  recollection 
of  the  case  of  Judge  Touimin,  against  whom 
charges  were  preferred  by  this  Mr.  Lewis ;  and 
the  committee  which  investigated  that  subject 
found  the  conduct  of  the  judge  to  have  been  per- 
fectly unexceptionable.  Members  who  represent- 
ed States  on  this  floor,  Mr.  W.  said,  ought  to  be 
very  cautious  how  they  brought  matters  of  this 
sort  into  the  House,  and  ought  not  to  do  it  but 
upon  their  own  belief  in  the  truth  of  the  accusa- 
tions. He  recollected,  at  the  last  session,  the 
Speaker  and  other  members  having  received  let- 
ters from  madmen,  complaining  of  supposed  griev- 
ances, dbc — and  in  the  course  of  his  experience, 
every  member  of  Congress  will  recollect  such 
cases.  If  there  has  been  any  thing  wrong  in  the 
judicial  decisions  of  Judge  Tait,  they  are  subject 
to  revision  in  a  higher  tribunal,  and  can  there  be 
set  aside  or  corrected.  This  was  a  case  of  every 
day's  occurrence,  without  any  imputation  being 
cast  on  the  court  below  for  its  decision,  &c.  The 
House  would  have  nothing  else  to  do,  if  it  were 
to  undertake  the  duty  of  the  higher  courts  in  this 
respect,  dbc. 

Mr.  CoNDiCT  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  striking  out  all  that  part  of  it  which  is  in  italic^, 
so  as  to  leave  the  subject  free  of  instructions  to 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Sanders  said,  after  what  had  passed,  he 
should  consider  it  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  to  examine  into  the  subject,  and 
make  full,  report  upon  it,  however  frivolous  he 
himself  might  have  considered  the  accusation. 

Mr.  Rosa,  of  Ohio,  said  it  was  the  right  of 
every  citizen  to  petition  this  House,  when  hefeeb 
himself  aggrieved  by  the  conduct  of  any  public 
officer,  and  to  have  that  conduct  examined  into. 
If  any  one  department  of  the  Government  ought 
to  be  more  especially  pure  than  another,  it  was 
certainly  the  Judiciary.  It  was  due  not  only  to 
the  accuser,  but  to  the  accused,  that  this  reference 
should  be  made.  There  was  no  evidence  before 
the  House,  that  this  man  was  of  such  a  character 
that  his  statements  were  not  worthy  of  attention. 
What,  Mr.  R.  asked,  do  the  people  send  us  here 
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for  ?  Why  is  this  House  invested  with  such  imr 
portant  inciuisitorial  powers,  if  it  be  not  that  it 
may  examine  into  any  allesed  or  reported  abuses 
of  the  Government  ?  Mr.  R.  was  opposed  to  the 
amendment  proposed ;  he  wished  the  committee 
to  have  all  the  power,  all  the  instruction,  which 
the  resolution  will  give  them,  if  passed  as  it  now 
stands. 

Mr.  MooRB  expressed  his  deference  for  the  years 
and  information  of  the  gentlnnan  from  Mary- 
land;  but,  so  far  as  the  sentleman  seemed  to  sup- 
pose that  he  had  brought  forward  the  memorial, 
he  would  remarlc.  if  censure  was  due  for  its  being 
brought  before  tne  House,  he  (Mr.  M.)  was  free 
from  it,  and  the  gentleman  should  have  addressed 
himself  elsewhere.  [Mr.  Wbioht  explained ;  he 
thought  that  Mr.  Moorb,  and  not  the  Speaker, 
had  presented  the  memorial.]  Mr.  M.  said. he 
had  not  imputed  to  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  the  havinjB^  prejudged  the  cam,  but  the 
character  of  the  individual  who  had  forwarded  it 
to  the  Speaker.  So  far  as  the  official  course  of 
the  jud^  is  implicated  by  the  documents  which 
he  has  ior warded,  and  no  farther,  does  Mr.  Lewis 
wish  an  inquiry.  Mr.  M.  said  that  he  had  him- 
self heard  charges  made  aeainst  Judge  Tait,  and 
by  men  of  respectability — by  men  inferior  to  none 
on  this  floor  in  point  of  character,  in  relation  to 
the  condemnation  of  those  slaves  spoken  of  in  the 
letter  which  had  been  read.  This  charge  has 
been  made  by  others  than  Edwin  Lewis ;  by  in- 
dividuals of  as  good  standing  and  character  as 
most  of  us  can  boast  of.  The  documents  fur- 
nished by  Mr.  Lewis  in  support  of  the  charges, 
whatever  they  may  be,  are  taken  from  the  records 
of  the  court,  and  therefore  entitled  to  credit.  The 
inquiry  was  due,  he  said,  to  the  person  who  holds 
the  office,  to  vindicate  his  judicial  character,  and 
it  was  due  also  to  the  individual  who  had  pre- 
ferred the  charges  against  that  officer. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Maryland,  was  in  favor  of  the 
amendment.  If  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  had 
contented  himself  with  moving  a  reference  of  the 
papers  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  he  for 
one  should  have  made  no  objection ;  for,  nowever 
disposed  he  might  be  to  guard  the  judiciary  against 
malevolent  vituperations,  he  was  not  disposed  to 
rescue  them  from  charges,  supported,  or  pretended 
to  be  supported,  by  evidence.  He  thougnt  the  in- 
quiry oiight  to  DC  made.  But  what  was  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  ?  Was  it  a  simple 
reference  of  the  memorial,  according  to  the  usage 
of  this  House?  No;  but  to  refer  it,  by  a  resolu* 
tion  which,  in  itself,  amounts  to  an  implication 
upon  the  character  of  the  judge,  and  calls  upon 
this  House  in  some  degree  to  sanction  the  charges 
against  him.  If  the  gentleman  from  Alabama 
was  to  be  understood  as  proposing  this  resolution 
on  grounds  independent  or  the  papers  presented  by 
the  memorialist,  Mr.  N.  said  he  could  cheerfully 
vote  for  the  resolution ;  but,  if  it  rested  on  no  other 
foundation  than  this  petition,  l\e  would  not  give 
to  it  so  much  importance  and  consideration  as  to 
consult  to  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  which  does 
implicate  the  conduct  of  Judge  Tait.  And,  Mr. 
N.  said,  under  what  circumstances  are  we  asked 


to  sanction  this  imputation  ?  This  petition  was 
presented  to  this  House  at  the  last  sessioo;  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  had  it  under  their 
consideratioir,  and  the^  found  nothing  in  the  peti- 
tion or  documents  to  mduee  them  formally  to  in* 
vestigate  the  case.  Now,  Mr.  N.  put  it  to  the 
House,  and  particularly  to  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  whether,  after  having  once  exainiQed 
the  case,  and  the  committee  bemg  satisfied  tbt 
there  was  no  reasonable  ground  for  complaist 
against  the  judge^  it  was  becoming  in  the  Hoase 
to  lend  its  sanction  to  a  resolution  deliberately 
implicating  the  character  of  a  judge  7  If  the  gen- 
tleman would  consent  to  lay  his  resolution  on  the 
table,  Mr.  N.  said  he  would  vote  for  the  refereoce 
of  the  papers ;  but  he  could  not  consent,  and  be 
was  sure  this  House  would  not,  viewing  it  as  he 
did,  consent  to  pass  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Moore  said,  as  far  as  was  concistent  with 
what  he  believed  to  be  his  dutv,  he  was  disposed 
to  accommodate  gentlemen,  and  he  wished  he  coald 
accommodate  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  to  the 
extent  of  his  wish ;  and  he  assured  him,  that  if  the 
effect  of  his  resolution  would  be  to  make  an  impu- 
tation upon  the  character  of  a  judge  vrithout  just 
ground  tor  it,  he  should  be  glad  the  business  would 
take  that  course  which  the  gentleman  pn^iosed. 
But,  Mr.  M.  said  these  papers  had  not  been  rad ; 
nor  were  they  read  at  the  last  session ;  he  thereibre 
wished  to  have  a  report  upon  them  from  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee.  And  what  have  we  to  dread. 
said  Mr.  M.,  if  they  should  be  required  to  inquire 
into  the  truth  of  the  charges?  No  more  injur? 
could  be  done  to  the  character  of  the  judge  bjr 
asking  them  to  inquire  into  this  matter,  than  would 
be  done  by  a  bare  reference  of  the  documents. 

Mr.  Conner  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table. 

The  motion  was  negatived — ayes  63,  noes^. 

Mr.  Arcbeb,  of  Virginia,  said,  if  the  gentleman 
would  withdraw  his  resolution,  and  move  a  re- 
ference of  the  papers  simply,  there  would  not  be  a 
dissenting  voice  on  the  question.  But,  if  this  Ibrm 
of  preceding  was  persisted  in,  there  would  be  a 
division  on  the  question,  when  there  was  in  truth 
no  objection  to  tne  reference  of  the  memorial,  but 
to  the  mode  of  doing  it. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  latter  part  of 
the  resolution  having  been  previously  agreed  to— 

Mr.  CoNDicT  moved  to  lay  the  resolution,  as 
amended,  on  the  table ;  which  motion  was  nega- 
tived— ayes  61,  noes  62. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
resolution,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — aye^ 
71.    So  it  was 

RtMoktdt  That  the  commuDieation  and  acoomptaT- 
ing  documents  of  £.  Lewis,  £aq.y  impeaching  the  offi- 
cial conduct  of  Charles  Tait,  ono  of  the  jodgcs  of  the 
United  States  court  for  the  district  of  Alabama,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary* 

After  announcing  the  decision — 

The  Spbakbr  rose,  and  said,  that,  in  r^ard  lo 
these  papers,  whatever  miffht  be  his  personal  fed* 
ing,  he  did  not  think  that  he  had  a  right  to  forbear 
laying  them  before  the  House.    He  had  sometimes 
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felt  bfeutttioB  in  laying  before  this  Uoose  pnpen 
forwaided  to  him  at  Speaker ;  and  in  cases  where 
the  maiter  contained  in  them  was  obviously  libel- 
lous, iie  had  forborne.  But  a  charge  of  the  natiire 
of  this,  though  it  may,  as  he  trusted  it  would,  torn 
out  to  be  utterly  libellous,  might  be  otherwise,  and 
the  Speaker  thooght  he  had  not  the  rigHt  to  witb* 
bold  the  papers  from  the  House. 

Tbe  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  December  30. 

Mr.  PoawARD  and  Mr.  Stswart  presented  pe- 
titioos  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  Stale  of 
PeoDsylrania,  pnymg  for  the  aid  of  Cooeress  in 
openiog  a  water  cotmnuntcation  between  the  head 
waters  of  the  risers  Potomac  and  Ohio. 

Mr.  McLane  presented  a  memorial  and  p^ti- 
tioa  of  the  Presiaent  and  Directors  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  praying  for 
the  aid  of  Congress  to  eoable  them  to  complete 
tbe  objects  of  their  undertakiag;  which  several 
petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
lod  Canals. 

Mr.  Nealb  presented  a  petition  of  the  levy 
court  of  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District 
3f  Colarabia,  signed  by  Francis  Peyton,  praying 
that  the  powers  of  the  said  court  may  be  more  dis- 
linciiy  defined  and  enlarged ;  which  petition  was 
"eferred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Co* 
ambia.  % 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Walxeb,  the  Committee  of 
^Vays  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
he  expediency  of  making  an  appropriation  ade- 
[uate  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  reservations 
[noted  to  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  tribes  of  In- 
liaos,  by  the  treaties  concluded  on  the  9th  of  Au- 
:ast,  1814 ;  on  the  8th  of  July,  1817 ;  and  on  the 
idth  of  February,  1819. 

Mr.  NcLSoic,  of  Virginia,  submitted  the  follow- 
Qg  resolution,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
*D  the  table  one  day : 

RteoiHif  That  the  Prtsident  of  the  United  Slates 
«  Tegmsted  to  lay  before  this  Hoase  such  infofffltation 
a  may  be  in  possession  of  any  of  the  Departaienta, 
elatiog  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Coaimis" 
lODtn  appointed  to  adjust  tbe  land  titles  in  the  Ter- 
itory  of  Florida. 

The  SpEAKsa  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
lie  Governor  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  en- 
losing  the  return  of  the  election  of  Daniel 
Jdrke,  one  of  the  Representatives  frony  that 
»tate ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
I  lections. 

CHEROKEE  AND  CREEK  TREATIES,  &c. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
16  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
nioo,  upon  the  joint  resolutions  for  carrying  into 
feet  certain  articles  of  agreement  entereo  into 
ftween  the  United  States  and  Qeorgia,  on  the 
Uh  of  April)  1802,  appended  to  the  report  made 
r  a  select  committee  on  the  7th  of  January  last ; 
hich  said  resolutions  are  as  follow : 

1 .  Reeohed  by  ike  Senate  and  Hauee  of  RenreeenU 
ma  of  the  United  Statee  of  Ameriea  in  Congreee 


aeeembkdf  ThaS  so  much  of  the  above  treaties  (between 
the  United  States  and  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  In- 
dians, concluded  on  the  9th  of  August,  1814 ;  8th  July, 
1817;  and  27th  February,  1819,)  as  pretends  to  grant 
to  the  Indians  fee  simple  titles  to  lands  within  the 
limits  of  Georgia,  is  a  violation  of  the  sovereign  rights 
of  that  Bute. 

2.  Reeolved,  That  so  mnch  of  the  said  treaties  as 
purports  to  grant  to  the  Indians  the  rights  of  citixen- 
ship,  is  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  Congress. 

3.  Seeohed,  That  the  sum  of be  appropriated 

for  the  purpose  of  holding  treaties  with  the  Creek  and 
Cherokee  Indians  for  the  extinguishment  of  their  tide 
to  lands  vrithin  the  limits  of  Georgia. 

4.  JReaobfed,  That  so  much  of  the  treaty,  made  the 
27th  of  February,  1819,  as  directs  a  large  portion  of 
the  public  lands  to  be  told,  and  the  proceeds  to  be 
vested  in  some  public  stock  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  be  disposed  of  by  him  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Cherokee  Indians,  does  not  accord  with 
the  policy  of  the  General  Government,  and  the  power 
of  Congress  over  the  public  property. 

The  amendment  reported  from  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  proposes  to  strike  out  the  three  first 
resolutions,  and  m  lieu  thereof  to  insert  as  fol- 
lows: 

**  Reeoived,  That  it  is  exoedient  and  proper  that  an 
appropriation  be  made  by  Congreas»  of  e  sum  adequate 
to  the  extinguiahment  pf  the  Indian  title  to  the  re- 
serves embraced  within  certain  treaties  of  the  9th  of 
August,  1814;  8th  July,  1817;  and  27th  February,. 
1819 ;  with  the  Cherokee  and  Creek  Indians,  and  that 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be  instructed  to 
report  an  appropriation  in  conformity  with  this  reso- 
lution." 

Mr.  Tattnall  then,  understanding  that  his  de- 
sire to  obtain  an  early  report  and  full  investigation 
of  this  subject  would  be  as  well  answered  by 
adopting  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Rankin, 
when  the  subject  was  last  under  consideration,  as 
by  his  own  motion,  and  baring  also  consulted  his 
colleagues  on  the  subject,  withdrew  his  opposition 
to  it,  and  expressed  his  hope  that  it  would  be 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  F.  JoNBS  expressed  some  objection  to  the 
resolve,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  supererogatory; 
a  resolution  embracing  all  reservations,  in  other 
States  as  well  as  Georgia,  having  passed  this 
House. 

Mr.  Tattnall  rejoined,  that  it  was  the  object 
of  himself  and  his  colleagues  that  the  case  of  reser- 
vations within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Greorgia 
should  be  separately  examined  and  acted  upon. 

The  resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  Rankin,  was 
then  agreed  to  by  the  House,  in  the  following 
words : 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
an  appropriation  aaequate  to  the  purchase  of  the  res- 
ervations, made  in  favor  of  the  Creek  and  Cherokee 
Indians,  within  the  territory  ceded  to  Georgfs. 

MILITIA,  ARMY,  AND  NAVY. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon, 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  sundry  resolu- 
tions submitted  by  him  on  the  11th  instant,  in  the 
words  following : 
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Resolvedf  Thtt  it  is  expedient  to  provide  for  the  | 
national  defence  by  improving  the  militia  of  the  Uni* 
ted  Sutes. 

RtMohedj  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs 
be  inatracled  to  inquire  whether  it  is  most  expedient 
to  improve  the  militia  throughout  the  United  States, 
by  means  of  the  Military  Academy,  or  that  of  the  en- 
campment of  the  officers,  by  brigades,  or  otherwise, 
under  proper  regulations. 

Rtaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  con- 
tinuing the  preference  given  to  the  cadqts  educated  at 
the  public  expense,  in  the  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point,  in  entering  the  public  service,  over  others  of 
equal  qualifications  and  merit,  who  are,  or  may  be, 
educated  at  their  own  expense,  or  that  of  their  parents 
or  friends,  at  the  school,  under  the  superintendence 
of  Captain  Partridge,  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  or  at 
any  other  place  in  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  em- 
ploying the  regular  army,  or  a  part  thereof,  in  the 
erection  of  fortifications  during  a  state  of  peace,  instead 
of  having  them  built  by  contract  in  the  way  hereto- 
fore pursued. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  direct- 
ed to  make  a  statement  to  this  House,  containing  the 
names  and  grade  of  the  ofl[icers  belonging  to  the  Naval 
Establishment  of  the  United  States,  and  the  duties 
each  officer  is  performing ;  also,  the  number  of  offi- 
cers of  each  diflerent  grade  necessary  to  command  in 
active  service  the  vessels  of  war  at  this  time  belong- 
ing to  the  Navy. 

[In  calling  these  resolves  up,  Mr.  Cannon  dis- 
claimed any  intention  to  debate  them,  desiring,  as 
far  as  he  was  concerned,  that  a  silent  vote  should 
be  taken  on  them.] 

No  debate  arose  on  the  resolutions,  and  they 
were  decided  upon  as  follows : 

First.  Carried  without  a  division. 
Second.  Carried — 65  to  33. 
Third.  Carried-^0  to  38. 
Fourth.  Carried  without  a  division. 
Fifth.  Carried  without  opposition. 

So  the  whole  five  were  agreed  to. 

LOTS  IN  PEORIA  VILLAGE. 

The  House  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  to  confirm  certain  claims  to  lots  in  the 
village  of  Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  Cook  explained  at  considerable  length  the 
merits  of  these  claims,  and  the  reasons  which  jus- 
tified their  confirmation. 

Mr.  Rankin  stated  the  reasons  why,  as  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  he  had 
been  opposed  to  reporting  the  bill,  and  why  he 
was  now  opposed  to  its  passage. 

Mr.  Cook  rejoined, earnestly  supporting  the  bill, 
on  the  ground  of  its  equity,  dec. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill. 

The  question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading — 

Mr.  McCoy  said  that  the  amount  of  land  em- 
braced by  the  bill  was  not  of  much  importance, 


(not  exceeding  172  acres,)  but  the  principle  of  the 
bill  was.  He  was  apprehensive  that  oni  of  the 
grant  of  172  acres  would  grow  at  least  172  more 
villaffes.  Wherever,  in  any  part  of  the  West,  an 
inhabitant  sets  himself  down  in  the  fork  of  a  rirer 
to  trade  with  the  Indians,  there  another  Tillage  will 
arise,  and  a  grant  of  the  land  be  asked  for  on  the 
same  ground.  He  objected  further  to  the  bill, 
that  it  was  not  accompanied  by  any  written  re- 
port. He  moved  to  rcx^ommit  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Lands,  in  order  to  obtain  such  a 
report. 

Hereupon  arose  a  debate,  of  length  and  earnest- 
ness disproportionate  to  the  importance  of  the  bill, 
in  the  course  of  which  the  object  of  the  biU  was 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Rankin,  McCot,  Cocce. 
Haboin,  and  Colden;  and  supported  by  Mr. 
CoQK,  against  them  all. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate,  it  appeared  that  the 
passage  of  the  bill  was  asked  of  the  Honse  as  a 
matter  of  grace,  but  upon  principlesc  alleged  to 
have  been  recognised  by  repeated  acts  of  legisla- 
tion.    Many  of  the  settlers  in  the  village  of  Pe- 
oria, were  there  as  far  back  as  the  year  1776.     A 
vote  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1781,  reserved  from 
sale  lands  sufficient  to  liquidate  the  claims  of  all 
actual  settlers  within  certain  limits,  which  limits 
did  not  include  the  village  of  Peoria,  but  if  thej 
had  included  that  village,  would  have  confirmed 
these  claims.    In  the  year  1809,  the  land  officers 
\9^ere  authorized,  bv  an  act  of  Congress,  to  take 
cognizance  of  the  claims,  but,  the  war  soon  break- 
ing out,  the  act  was  not  carried  into  effect.     Sub- 
sequently, another  law  was  passed,  to  the  same 
effect,    oo  far,  there  had  been  a  recognition  by 
Congress  of  these  settlers  having  an   equitable 
claim.    The  ignorance  of  these  settlers,  and  their 
remoteness  from  the  scene  of  the  land  office  busi- 
ness, dec,  had  prevented  them  completing  their 
titles,  which  they  are  now  likely  to'  be  prevented 
from  doing,  by  the  location,  upon  that  settlement; 
of  what  is  called  a  floating  title,  derived  under  | 
the  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  inhabitants  of  I 
Vincennes,  but  which  could  not  of  rig^ht  be  ap- 1 
plied  to  land  respecting  which,  as  in  this  case,  i 
prior  claims  were  pendmg  before  Congress.  > 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  argued,  that  these  | 
persons  at  Peoria  have  no  claim  to  this  land,  nor  I 
even  any  promise,  either  of  this  Government  or ; 
of  either  of  the  Governments  which  have  formerly ! 
held  that  country;  and  that  liberality  and  char- 1 
ity  were  no  proper  foundation  for  a  claim  in  their 
behalf,  upon  this  House.  Precedents,  it  ^vras  urged,  | 
constituted  no  argument  in  favor  of  these  grants,  I 
and,  if  that  argument  was  allowed  weight,  tbei 
whole  land  belonging  to  the  United  States  wouU 
be  asked  and  granted  away.  It  was  time  to  stop 
giving  away  the  public  land^:.  Besides^  it  was 
said,  that  the  title  derived  to  another  individual 
from  the  location  of  the  floating  title,  whatever  li 
was,  ought  not  to  be  disturbed  or  set  aside  by  tb^ 
posterior  legislation  of  Congress. 

Mr.  McCoy  having  withdrawn  his  motion  for 
recommitment  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  Cocke,  to  try  the  question  of  rejection. 
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moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the 

bill. 
When  this  question  was  finally  taken,  it  was 

decided  as  follows : 
For  striking  out  the  enacting  clause      -    59 
Against  striking  it  out  -        -       -        -    57 
So  the  bill  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  two 

Totes. 


TuEsoAT,  December  31. 

Mr.  Morgan  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Pre- 
sideot  and  Directors  of  the  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
paoy  of  Alexandria,  praying  that,  in  any  act 
which  may  be  passed  by  Congress  for  the  renewal 
of  the  charter  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alex- 
andhai  provision  may  be  made  for  the  withdrawal 
of  such  stockholders  as  mar  be  unwilling  to  con- 
lioue  iheir  interests  in  said  oank. 

Mr.  Sl£iiT  presented  a  petition  of  Mary  Wilson, 
praying  to  be  divorced  from  Captain  William 
Wilson,  her  husband,  who  she  alleges  has  aban- 
doned her  for  several  years,  and  is  now  a  freeboot- 
er in  the  West  India  seas — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  McLane  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
George  B.  R.  Qore,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his 
reJiei ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of  Alexander  Montgomery,  de- 
ceased." reported  the  same  with  amendment&,  and 
the  bill  was  committed  to  the  Committee  oi  the 
whole  House  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for 
ihe  relief  of  Woodson  Wren. 

Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  Committee  on  Naral 
Afiairs,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  to  the  widdWed  mother  of 
Lieutenant  William  Allen,  a  half-pay  oension, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  tne  relief 
of  the  mother  and  unmarried  sister  of  Lieutenant 
William  H.  Allen,  deceased  ;  (allowing  $150  per 
annum  each;)  wnich  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr  Fuller,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  recommitted  the  bill  to  incorporate  tne  United 
States  Naval  Fraternal  Association  for  the  •relief 
of  the  families  of  deceased  officers,  reported  the 
same  with  amendments.  The  bill  and  amend- 
ments were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  KusTia,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiairs,  to  whom  the  subject  was  committed,  re- 
ported a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  delivery 
of  rifles  promised  to  Captain  Aikin's  volunteers 
at  the  siege  of  Plattsburgh ;  which  was  read,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  resolve  which  was 
yesterday  laid  on  the  taUe,  by  Mr.  Nelson,  of 
Virginia,  calling  on  the  President  for  information 
as  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Land  Claims  in  Florida,  and  agreed  thereto. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  made 
on  t|ie  fifth  of  March,  1822,  on  the  petition  of 


William  G.  and  Benjamin  Roberts,  together  with 
the  said  petition,  was  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee ot  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  petition  of 
William  Saltmarsh  Was  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee on 'Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims, 
with  iui^truetions  to  report  the  facts  in  relation  to 
the  case  of  the  petitioner. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Montgomery,  it  was  resolv- 
ed that  the  claim  of  Nancy  Armon,  to  be' paid 
the  amount  of  Loan  Office  certificate  No.  490, 
submitted  by  resolution  of  Congress  on  the  6th 
day  of  January,  1817,  to  the  then  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  Kevolutionary  Claims,  be  now  re- 
ferred, with  the  papers  accompanying  the  said 
claim,  to  the  present  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
ReTolutionary  Claims,  and  that  the  said  commit- 
tee do  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  paying  to  the 
said  Nancy  Armon  the  amount  of  the  said  Loan 
Office  certificate. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  on  so  much  of  the  petition 
of  William  M ahy  as  was  referred  to  him ;  which 
report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  reciting  the  pro- 
▼isions  of  the  acts  for  securiuff  to  patentees  tneir 
rights,  said,  there  appeared  to  m  a  deficiency  in 
the  law  in  this  particular:  that  though  it  allowed 
triple  damages  for  the  violation  of  tne  rights  of  a 
patentee,  it  did  not  allow  him  to  recover  costs  in 
the  case,  so  that,  though  gaining  his  cause,  the 
patentee  might  in  reality  be  a  loser  in  the  end.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  such  an  alteration  of  the 
law  could  be  devised  as  to  allow  costs  in  all  cases 
in  which  damages  are  allowed.  To  bring  this 
subject  before  the  House,  he  moved  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
costs  in  all  cases  where  damages  may  be  recovered 
for  the  violation  of  the  rights  of  patentees,  under  the 
several  acts  concerning  the  issde  of  patents  for  useful 
discoveries  and  inventions." 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  to  continue  in 
force  the  provisions  of  law  which  establish  the 
present  mode  of  supplying  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  the  bill  was,  without  objection, 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stewart,  of  Pennsylvania, 
it  was 

Resoicedf  by  unafUnunis  consent^  That  the  Post- 
master General  be  directed  to  communicate  to  this 
House  such  information  as  may  be  in  his  possession, 
showing  the  state  and  condition  of  the  Cumberland 
road,  and  that  he  state  whether  any  obstacles  exist  to 
the  safe  and  speedy  transportation  of  the  United 
States  Msil  upon  said  road  ;  and  what  efiect  they  may 
have,  if  not  removed,  on  the  expenditures  of  the  Post 
Office  Department. 

SURGEONS  IN  THE  NAVY. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and 
said,  he  begged  leave  to  introduce  a  resolution 
with  regard  to  the  surgeons'  department  in  the 
Navy.  His  mind  had  been  led  to  this  subject  by 
the  state  of  our  West  India  fleet.    It  would  hie 
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recollected  that  some  time  since  the  Macedonian 
returned  from  her  cruise  with  the  loss  of  eighty 
men  ;  the  last  accounts  from  the  Cyane  were,  that 
she  lay  at  Lagiiire,  with  a  dreadful  mortality 
raging  on  board  of  her ;  ahd  the  situation  of  the 
Peacock  was  no  better.  He  said  that',  at  first,  the 
mortality  on  board  of  the  Macedonian  was  at- 
tributed to  her  not  beinff  properly  purified  after 
her  return  from  the  Pacific  ocean.  That,  he  be- 
liered,  had  been  tnade  a  subject  of  inquiry  by  a 
naTal  court,  and,  upon  investigation,  it  had  been 
ascertained  that  every  art  of  purification  had  been 
employed  to  cleanse  her.  lie  said  that  he  had 
not  obserred  that  the  crews  of  the  merchant  ves- 
sels employed  in  the  West  India  trade  had  been 
afilictea  in  this  way,  and  he  could  not  bat  ttttrib- 
ute  it  to  some  defect  in  the  smrgeons'  department. 
He  hoped  that  it  was  not  so ;  but  it  was  a  subject 
worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  House.  He  con- 
sidered the  Navy  as  our  proper  defence — that  it 
had  not  only  protected  our  commerce,  but  given 
ch»raoter  to  our  nation — and  that  it  was  our  duty 
to  watch  over  it  widi  the  greatest  solicitiide. 

Mr.  Mitchell's  resolution  was  in  the  follow- 
ing words  : 

JUtohftdt  That  the  Seertftaiy  of  tbs  Navy  be  di- 
redsd  loiafcrai  this  House,  how  msay  snrgBons  and 
■ofl^soBs'  Bales  ars  on  do^,  and  where ;  what  are 
the  ananal  receipts  of  eaeh ;  and,  whsn  additional 
pay  as  raooivod  for  extra  oervtce,  what  it  the  nature 
and  extent  of  such  service. 

The  resolotion  was  agreed  to. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  HAYTI. 

Mr.  Hill  submitted  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Beaolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  present  state  of  the 
trade  and  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Island  of  Hsprti,  and  report  what  measures  would 
be  necessary  to  unprQve  the  commerce  between  those 
countries. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  was  aware  that  another  branch 
of  the  Government  had  called  for  information 
from  the  President  on  this  subject.  If  any  were 
obtained  by  that  call,  this  House  should  avail  it- 
self of  the  advantage  of  it.  Be  that  as  it  might, 
Mr.  H.  said  he  was  very  desirous  that  the  com- 
mittee should  now  be  directed  to  investigate  this 
subject,  for  he  had  contemplated  submitting  a 
similar  resolution  at  the  last  session,  and  should 
have  done  it,  were  it  not  that  we  then  had  impor- 
tant negotiations  depending  with  some  of  the 
Powers  of  Europe.  That  now  ceases  to  be  the 
case.  Hayti  is  one  of  the  largest  islands  on  the 
globe,  and  contains  in  some  parts  of  it  a  dense 
population,  a  great  share  of  effective  labor,  and 
possesses,  withm  itself,  the  resources  of  an  em- 
pire. He  hoped  therefore  the  resolution  might  be 
adopted. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  resolution,  and 
it  was  agreed  to  without  debate. 

PEORIA  LOTS  IN  ILLINOIS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Colden^  with  a  view  to 
allowing  to  gentlemen  who  wished  it,  an  oppor- 
tunity for  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject, 


the  House  determined  to  reconsider  the  votebr 
which  the  bill,  confirming  the  claims  to  lots  id 
the  villa^  of  Peoria  was  rejected. 

The  bill  being  thus  again  brought  before  tke 
House — 

The  debate  upon  its  merits  was  resumed,  at 
^eater  length  than  yesterday,  and  with  increased 
interest. 

This  seems  to  be  the  proper  place  to  notice  the 
principal  objection  yesterday  taken  by  Mr.  Rkn- 
KIN  to  the  bul,  overlooked  in  our  accoont  of  the 
debate.  It  was  this :  that  the  grants  wrere  pro- 
posed to  be  made,  in  this  ease,  not  merely  to  set- 
tlers previous  to  1783,  but  to  settlers  as  far  up  a5 
the  year  1813,  involving,  in  this  respect,  a  princi- 
ple never  heretofore  recc^ised  bv  our  laws. 

Mr.  Wbight  sum)orted  the  bill  in  a  speech  of 
some  length,  in  which  he  maintained  that  the 
right  derived  from  occupation  is  m  some  respect.' 
a  divine  ri^ht,  and  the  right  of  these  xnilivtdoal> 
was  of  such  a  character  as  Congress  had  almost 
as  little  riffht  to  take  from  them  as  it  had  to  take 
the  lands  from  the  Indians  without  their  consent. 

Mr.  Yance  quoted  the  ordinance  of  1789,  to 
show,  as  he  contended,  that  these  individuals  bad 
a  right  to  a  confirmation  of  their  claims  inde- 
pendent of  considerations  of  grace,  good  will,  o: 
generosity. 

Mr.  Cocke  expressed  his  regret  that  the  bill 
had  been  again  brought  before  the  House,  to 
which  he  was  not  less  opposed  to^lay  than  he  waa 
yesterday.  If  these  people  have  a  le|^  rig^bt,  a> 
now  contended,  to  tne  lands  on  which  thejr  are 
settled,  it  is  in  itself  an  argument  a^^inst  the  biil. 
and  not  in  its  favor,  because  making  it  unneces- 
sary. 

Mr.  Jennings  rose  to  move  a  recommitment  of 
the  hill  to  the  Committee  of  Public  Lands.  He 
thought  these  people  had  a  certain  claim  on  the 
Government,  but  not  to  the  extent  of  tht^  bill. 
He  was  not  willing  to  recognise  the  titles  of  set- 
tlers so  far  down  as  the  year  1813. 

Mr.  Hardin,  of  Kentucky,  was  in  favor  of  the 
recommitment  of  the  bill,  delivering  at  length  hi^^ 
reasons  against  the  bill  as  it  now  stood,  on  the 
same  grounds  as  were  yesterday  assumed  a^inst  it. 

Mr.  Woodson,  of  Kentucky,  delivered  his  sen- 
timents also  at  length  in  favor  of  this  bill,  and  of 
the  general  policy  of  granting  lands  to  the  earlier 
settlers  on  the  remote  borders  of  the  coaniiy, 
among  the  Indians,  dec,  to  whose  hardihood  and 
enterprise  the  settlement  of  the  fairest  portion  of 
our  country  is  owin^.  He  dwelt,  too,  on  the  su- 
periority of  the  suitable  claim  of  these  settlers 
over  the  claim  of  the  man,  who,  with  a  floating 
title,  was  attempting  to  dispossess  them  of  thcrtr 
bumble  cabins  and  the  little  improvements  'vrhicn 
constitute  their  all. 

Mr.  Rankin  supported  the  recommitment  of 
the  bill,  if  the  House  was  disposed  to  pass  it.  H^ 
adverted  to  the  principle  of  this  Government  ic 
regard  to  settlement  rights,  which  had  been  tc 
recognise  settlement  rights  down  to  the  time  at 
which  the  last  military  post  was  surrendered. 
This  time,  in  Illinois  and  Indiana,  was  1783.  If. 
then,  these  claims  were  recognised  up  to  th«  yrar 
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1S13,  CoDgress  would  establish  a  new  principle. 
In  doing  so,  they  would  tread  on  dangerous  ff round, 
and  the  extent  lo  which  the  precedent  wooid  carry 
tliem  could  not  be  foreseen,  as  there  were  claims 
of  tbis  description  in  several  other  of  the  States 
aod  Territories. 

Mr.  Cook  next  took  the  floor  in  support  of  the 
bill)  and  to  show  that  this  was  a  peculiar  case,  re- 
quiring peculiar  leffi9iation,  owing  to  these  men 
being  driven  from  their  possessions  during  the  late 
war,  and  not  having  therefore  had  an  uninter- 
rupted possession  of  their  lots  in  Peoria,  though 
many  had  been  there  since  1776.  He  dwelt  upon 
the  peculiar  situation  of  these  people,  poor,  isola- 
ted, partly  of  Indian  and  partly  of  French  de- 
scent, &c',  and  incapable  oi*  asserting  their  own 
rights. 

Mr.  Mallary  supported  the  bill  on  the  ground 
oi  the  equitable  right,  and  even  lesal  right,  of 
these  individuals,  to  a  recognition  of  their  titles, 
and  also  on  the  ground  of  the  policy  of  the  meas- 
ure. In  answer  to  the  allecatjoo  that  the  Gkiv- 
ernment  legislates  too  freely  on  the  subject  of 
Western  lands,  dbc.,  Mr.  M.  argued,  that  in  every 
new  country  there  naturally  exists  a  perjietual 
source  of  legWlatioo.  The  early  settlers  in  it  de- 
serve oar  protection  and  our  mterfereoce  to  see 
that  they  are  protected  in  their  eaoitabic  rights. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  T^orth  Carolina,  also  was  in 
fa7or  of  the  bill  on  the  ground  of  human ity^  than 
which  he  knew  none  more  worthy  of  being  a 
motive  for  legislation,  dbc. 

Mr.  Floyd  spoke  in  favor  of  the  recommitment 
oi  the  bill,  not  so  much  from  hostility  to  granting 
these  particular  lots,  as  from  hostility  to  tiie  prin- 
ciple 00  which  the  grant  is  proposed  to  be  allowed. 

Some  further  deMte  took  place  between  Messrs. 
Wright,  Vahoe,  Floyd,  Jinnihgb,  Btbrliro 
of  New  York,  Williahs  of  North  Carolina, 
Rhea,  and  Wood. 

The  qneetion  was  at  length  taken  on  the  re- 
commitment of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
iiT^-74  votes  to  66. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  previously 
pending  question  to  strikeout  the  enacting  clause, 
and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Hardik  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to 
limit  the  recognition  to  settlements  previous  to 
the  year  1783. 

Mr.  Caxprbli^  of  Ohio,  delivered  his  opinion 
that  this  hiU  was  not  a  new  principle,  though  not 
^onfonnable  to  the  general  principles  of  our  land 
laws.  He  adverted  to  the  grants  to  the  Moravian 
Indians,  d^c,  made  under  peculiar  cirenmstanees. 
He  thought  the  circumstances  of  these  Peorians 
aich  as  to  nuchorize  this  grant  to  them,  at. least  as 
nucb  as  the  gmnts  to  Moravians  and  others. 

Mr.  Vance  said  that  if  the  grant  was  limited 
iS  proposed  by  the  amendment,  it  would  be  in 
^in  to  pass  the  hill,  these  people  keepine  no  re- 
cords, and  not  being  able  to  trace  their  titles,  dbc. 

Mr.  Cook  confirmed  this  view  of  the  operation 
if  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Hardik  said  that  he  had  no  doubt  that 
bese  persons  were  settlers  of  not  more  than  ten  or 
welve  years  standing,  and  it  was  to  test  that  fact 


that  he  proposed  this  amendment.  He  replied  to 
Mr.  Campbmll,  and  to  the  arguments  in  iavor  of 
titles  derived,  or  pretended  to  be  derived,  from 
occupation.  Mr.  H.  contended  that  this  bill  re- 
cognised a  principle  which  he  considered  as  alarm- 
ing. 

Mr.  Rbba  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment, 
considering  the  bill,  without  it,  as  establishing  an 
entirely  new  prtneque.  There  were  people  enough 
alive,  ne  was  persuaded,  who  conid  establish  by 
their  (estimon^  the  rights  of  those  people  prior  to 
1783,  if  such  rights  really  exist. 

The  proposed  amendment  was  negatived. 

And  then  the  bill  was  ordered  to  he  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading;  and  the  House  adjovmed  to 
Thursday. 


Tbubsday,  January  2, 1823. 

Mr.  MfiROca  presented  a  petition  of  Joseph 
Smith  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columhia, 
praying  to  be  allowed  and  paid  the  wages  and 
prizennoney  due  for  the  lervioes  of  a  negro  slave 
oelongiikg  to  him,  who  was  a  seaoian  on  board 
the  l^ited  States  ship  of  war  Wasp,  in  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain,  and  lost  in  that  vessel ; 
which  petition  was  refered  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Rankim.  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  townomthesabjeetwas  referred  bv  res- 
olution,«reported  a  bill  extending  the  time  for  is- 
suing and  locating  military  land  warrants  to  offi- 
cersand  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  army ;  which 
was  read  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  to 
extend  the  time  Cor  locating  Virginia  military 
land  warrants. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred  by  resolution,  reported  a 
bill  reviving  the  fifth  section  of  an  act  of  the  3d 
of  March,  1811,  giving  certain  pre-emption  rights 
in  the  State  of  LKMiisiana ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
last  mentioned. 

Mr.  Cannon,  of  Tennessee,  also  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  made  an  unfavorable  re- 
S^rt  on  the  petition  of  the  Western  Missbnary 
ociety,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  asking  of  Congress 
a  grant  of  land,  the  better  to  enable  them  to  efifect 
the  civilization  of  the  Indians  within  the  sphere 
of  their  operations;  which  report  was  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

The  resolution  laid  on  the  table  on  Tuesday, 
calling  for  certain  information  respecting  the  Sur- 
geons of  the  Navy,  was  taken  up ;  but,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  MiTOHELL,  of  South  Carolina,  (who  in- 
troduced it,)  it  was  ordered  again  to  lie  on  the 
table,  to  await  some  information  he  expected  to 
receive  on  the  subject,  before  he  wished  the  resolve 
acted  upon. 

Mr.  Rankin  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day,  viz : 

Raohedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treamuy  be 
diveeted  to  fnmish  this  House  with  a  statement  of 
the  several  amonnli  which  hsve  arisen  from  Ae  sales 
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of  public  Itndf,  within  the  Stttei  of  Ohio,  Indiana 
MiMiaaippi,  Illinoia,  Alabama,  and  Miaaouri,  appropri* 
ated  by  law  for  *'  opening  roada  and  canala  leading  to 
aaid  8tatea,"  and  the  amount  which  haa  been  paid  or 
ia  doe  to  each  of  aaid  States,  and  appropriated  by  law 
for  opening  roada  and  canala  "  within  the  same." 

A  message  ftotA  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  *'An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  By- 
ers/'  and  '^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alexander 
Humphrey  and  Sylvester  Humphrey;"  in  which 
bills  they  asic  the  concurrence  of^this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Siblet,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
any,  and,  if  any,  what,  alterations  and  amend- 
ments are  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  ordinance 
of  Consress  of  the  13th  of  Julv,  1787,  so  far  as 
said  ordinance  is  made  applicable  to  the  Legisla- 
tive and  Judicial  Departments  of  the  Territory 
of  Michi^n  by  the  act  of  the  11th  of  January, 
1805,  entitled  "An  act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory into  two  separate  governments." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tattnall,  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  necessity  of  an  appropriation  for  the  pur- 
pose of  rendering  efficient  the  public  defences 
within  the  harbor  of  Savannah. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims 
and  titles  to  land  within  the  Territories  of  Florida, 
setting  forth  that,  in  consequence  of  the  great 
sickness  and  mortality  which  prevailed  at  Pensa- 
cola,  in  West  Florida,  during  the  last  autumn, 
they  are  unable  to  complete  the  duties  assigned 
them  within  the  time  prescribed  bv  law^  and  ask- 
ing for  further  time  to  complete  their  duties; 
which  letter  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  Byers,"  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Alexander  Humphrey  and  Sylvester 
Humphrey,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  continue 
the  present  mode  of  supplying  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 


An  engrossed  bill  to  confirm  certain  claims  to 
lots  in  the  village  of  Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois, was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 

Mr.  WooDBON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, with  the  preamble  prefixed  thereto,  viz : 

Whereas  it  ia  the  duty  of  the  Representativea  of  this 
nation  to  promote,  to  the  extent  of  their  zeal  and  abil- 
itiea,  the  best  interests,  the  higheat  deatiniea  of  their 
conntry ;  and  it  ia  believed  that  nothing  would  contri- 
bnte  more  eaaentially  to  the  accomplbhment  of  those 
great  objects,  than  internal  improvement,  by  meana  of 
artificial  roada  and  canala,  which,  when  completed, 
wonld  aerve  aa  a  bond  of  union ;  keep  the  chain  of 
onr  confederacy  forever  bright;  enhance  our  internal 


and  eiternal  commerce,  by  afibrdiDg  bcreated  facili- 
ties  to  tranaportation,  and  a  conaeqnent  redoctioD  in 
the  price  of  foreign  articles ;  give  a  new  impulse  to  in- 
duatry  in  our  cuatomarj  pnranita,  and  moltiply  and 
present  additional  objects  for  the  useful  and  prodactive 
employment  of  our  citizena;  increaae  their  ability  to 
consume,  and,  with  the  progreaaive  value  of  oar  pab- 
lic  domains,  produce  a  corresponding  aocessioa  to  oar 
revenue  ;  operate  aa  a  powerful  auxiliary  to  the  fall 
development  of  our  dormant  reaources,  by  extending 
the  means  of  internal  intercourse,  and  exchange  of  thi 
productions,  raw  materials,  and  manufactared  articlet 
of  the  diflerent  sections  of  the  Union ;  tend  to  assimthti 
our  habits,  diffuse  our  knowledge,  multiply  kindred  tia 
of  the  dearest  nature,  drawing  around  our  hearts  men 
closely  the  corda  of  sympathy,  and  national  feeling ;  pro* 
mote  true  economy  1^  the  most  advantageous  investmeni 
of  the  public  funds,  leaving  eternal  tracea  of  their  ex- 
penditure ;  adding  to  the  strength  and  dorabilitj  ot 
the  Government,  by  enabling  it  to  concentrate,  with 
certainty,  economy,  and  despatch,  its  Ibreea,  either  to 
chaatise  a  daring  invader,  or  quell  miaguided  dvil  ta- 
rn ult  ;  and,  co-operating  with  a  judidoua  syitem,  /oi 
the  arrangement  and  protection  of  the  akill  snd  in* 
duatry  of  our  own  citizena,  from  the  counteracting  end 
destructive  policy  of  foreign  Governments,  render  of 
completely  mdependent,  prosperoua,  and  happy  :— 

Th€reforet*re9ohsed  That  it  ia  expedient  and  prope 
that  the  General  Government  should  interpose  in  tb( 
accompliahment,  or  at  leaat  render  ita  aid  in  promot- 
ing the  whole,  or  some  portion,  of  the  following  greai 
objects  of  internal  improvement :  A  canal,  or  canali. 
through  the  lathmus  of  Barnatable  :  That  part  of  Ne« 
Jersey,  which  extenda  from  the  Raritan  to  the  Dels 
ware  :  The  Peninsula  between  the  Delaware  and  th« 
Cheaapeake,  and  the  tract  of  country  which  dltideith* 
Chesapeake  from  Albemarle  Sound.  Also,  a  cant 
from  Lake  Erie,  or  ita  watera,  to  the  Ohio  river,  o 
Bome  one  of  ita  tributary  atreama,  and  around  the  £iil 
of  Ohio ;  together  with  artificial  roada,  from  three  o 
the  groat  weatem  rivera,  the  Alleghany,  Kenhawa,  anc' 
Tenneaaee,  to  the  neareatoorreaponding  Atlantic  riven 
the  Susquehannah,  or  Juniata,  Jamea  River,  and  eithe) 
the  8antee  or  Savannah.  And  that  the  Committed 
on  Roada  and  Canala  be  instructed  to  roport  a  bdl,  01 
bill%  in  conformity  to  the  foregoing  resolution,  ea 
bracing  the  whole,  or  any  portion  of  the  specified  m 
jects,  as  to  them  may  seem  moat  expedient.  1 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tablft' 

MICHIGAN  LAND  TITLES,  &c. 

The  bill  "  to  revive  and  continue  in  force 
tain  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in 
Territory  of  Michigan,  passed  through  a  ^ 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  RANKIN  briefly  explained  the  objects 
the  bill,  and  Mr.  Sibley  explained  them  mor 
larjfe. 

This  bill  provides  for  reviving  and  contio 
in  force  the  powers  of  the  commissioners  for 
eertaining  and  deciding  on  'claims  to  land  in 
district  of  Detroit,  and  for  settling  the  claim 
land  at  Green  Bav  and  Prairie  du  Chien,  in 
Territory  of  Michigan,  until  the  1st  day  of 
vember  next. 

In  the  progress  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Sibley  ma 
number  of  explanations  in  support  of  its  difftfi 
provisions,  which  he  pressed  upon  the  attentiofl. 
the  House  with  much  earnestness. 
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When  the  bill  was  gone  through,  Mr.  Siblby 
mord  to  amend  it  by  addiag  thereto  the  foliow- 
iog  IS  I  Dew  section : 

^'Sk.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said 
C<KBBmDoeri  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  author- 
ing to  hiqiiire  into  all  prirate  claima  to  lands  lying 
wihin  the  said  district  of  Detroit,  not  heretofore  acted 
opoa,  and  the  same  confirm  or  reject,  accordin|^  to  the 
erideoee  of  title  that  shall  be  introduced  by  aiid  daim- 
aot,  which  are  embraced  within  any  of  the  provisions 
of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  supplemental  to  an  act 
Inkling  the  titles  to  lands  in  the  Territory  of 
MKbifiJi,  ptated  the  twenty-ilflh  day  of  April,  one 
tbosaad  ctfht  hondred  and  eight,'  and  the  aeta  and 
pvti  of  acta  to  which  aaid  act  refers,  in  the  mme 
Baoocr,  and  subject  to  the  same  Umitationa  and  con- 
drooBi,  as  though  the  persons  making  such  claima 
M  eihibited  their  notices  of  cinm  to  the  register  of 
like  M  oflke  at  Detrut,  on  or  befiim  the  furtt  day  of 
iuoaiy,  one  thooaand  eight  hundred  and  nine :  rro- 
eidtd,  That  no  claima  to  landa,  except  aach  claima  aa 
save  been  exhibited,  and  made  known  to  the  Com- 
aismncis,  prior  to  the  paasage  of  this  aot,  ahall  be 
cmbticed  within  the  provisions  of  this  section*  nor 
ihail  aay  claim  to  a  tract  of  land  be  conCirmed  which 
has  been  already   sold  or  granted    by   the  United 

This  proposed  amenttment  was.  after  some  de- 
bate, disagreed  to  by  a  considerable  majority. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Honse,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  next  bill  in  the  orderH  of  the  day,  was  that 
to  redooe  the  salaries  of  certain  officers  of  the 
Go?«nuBent;  which  biU  was,  on  the  rndtian  of 
Alr.fiiBiiH,  ffeoonniiited'  to  the  Cooamittet  on 
Aedvoebment. 

The  House  ihea  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit* 
tee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  next  order  of  the  day, 
vbiehwas  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 
OS  the  petition  or  John  Anderson  and  others ;  on 
Thich,  after  being  in  committee  a  few  roinotes, 
tite  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  ob- 
'-aified  leave  to  sit  again. 

Tke  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  re- 
^ckej  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
'^iierqwrt  of  a  committee  adverse  to  the  petition 
of  Cbarles  Townsend. 

[The  petitioner  resides  in  Bufialo,  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  and  was.  appointed  by  the  Com- 
°^i*iofiers  of  Claims  to  talce  tcatiiiioiny  relative  to 
^  daiois  of  individoais  for  property  destroyed 
j>y  ii»  eoeiny  on  the  Niagara  frontier  daring  the 
l&te  i?ar.  The  report  denies  both  the  legality  and 
«qQity  of  the  claim.] 

A  debate  arose  on  this  report,  which  Mr.  Tra- 
ct esdearored  to  prevail  on  the  House  to  reverse, 
la  wliich  he  was  aided  by  Messrs.  Ross,  Wright, 
Jo.vcs,  and  Kirkland  ;  whibt  Messrs.  Sterling 
l^f  New  York,  McCoy,  Williams  of  North  Caro- 
"na,  and  Butler,  supported  the  report. 

The  question  was  finally  taken  on  striking  out 
"it Word  "not"  in  the  resolution  annexed  to  the 
feport  OQ  the  case  by  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
^nd  was  negatived — ^yeas  44,  nays  64. 

The  Coimnittee  then  rose  and  made  a  report, 
ud  the  House  adjonmed  at  4  o'clock. 
nthCoR.  2dSE88.— 16 


Friday,  January  3. 

Joseph  M.  Hernandez,  delegate  from  the  Ter- 
ritory of  F'lorida,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  bis  seat  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Sibley  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  praying 
that  the  said  Territory  may.bc  admitted  to  the 
second  grade  of  territorial  government,  by  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  Territorial  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives ;  which  petition  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Joaiciary. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  for  the  divorcement 
of  John  Wheelwright  (of  this  District,)  and  Car- 
oline Eliza  Wheelwright ;  which  was  read,  and 
concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  K.,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an  un- 
favorable report  on  the  memorial  of  Mary  Wilson, 
(applying  for  a  divorcement;}  which  was  read 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  K.  also  reported  a  bill  to  confer  certain 
powers  on  the  levy  court  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  for  otner  purposes;  which  bill  was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Rankin,  yesterday  laid 
on  the  table,  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury for  inrormation  relative  to  the  amount  of 
proceeds  of  sales  of  public  lands  in  the  States  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Misnissippi,  Illinois,  Alabama,  and 
Missouri,  appropriated  for  purposes  of  opening 
roadii  and  canals  leading  to  States,  was  taxen  tip 
and  agreed  to. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in 
force  certain  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land 
claims  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  was  read  a 
third  time,  pa#sed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  con- 
currence. 

Mr.  Cambrslbno  oiered  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resaivedj  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  furnish  to  this  House  the  documents, 
beretoibre  referred  to  the  Department  of  State,  rela- 
ting to  the  elaim  of  Jacob  and  Henry  Schiefielin, 
against  the  British  Grevernment,  for  property  seques- 
tered in  December,  1813,  together  with  any  informa- 
tion he  may  possess,  relating  to  the  seizures  and  oon- 
demnations  of  American  vessels  and  cargoes,  happen- 
ing to  be,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  commerce,  in  the 
Britiah  ports  at  the  commencement  of  the  late  war, 
referred  to  in  the  correspondence  at  Ghent. 

This  reeoiution,  by  the  rules  of  the  House,  was 
laid  on  the  table  one  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barstow,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Afiairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  modifying  or  repealing  the  laws 
providing  for  the  allowance  of  salvage  on  all  ves- 
sels and  goods  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  when  recaptured  by  our  public  ships  in 
time  of  peace. 

Mr.  Rankin  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day,  viz : 

Revived,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Slates 
be  requested  to  furnish  this  House  with  any  inferraa- 
tion  he  may  posscae,  or  in  posaeiwion  of  any  departmeat 
of  the  Government,  in  relation  to  the  number  and  lo- 
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of  public  Itnds,  within  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana 
Missiaaippi,  lUinoia^  Alabama,  and  Miaaoari,  appropri- 
ated by  law  for  **  opening  roads  and  canala  leading  to 
said  States,"  and  the  amount  which  haa  been  paid  or 
is  doe  to  each  of  said  States,  and  appropriated  by  law 
for  opening  roada  and  canala  **  within  the  aame." 

A  message  froid  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  By- 
ers,"  and  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alexander 
Humphrey  and  Sylvester  Humphrey ;"  in  which 
bills  tney  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Siblet,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
any,  and,  if  any,  what,  alterations  and  amend- 
ments are  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  ordinance 
of  Congress  of  the  13th  of  Julv,  1787,  so  far  as 
said  ordinance  is  made  applicable  to  the  Legisla- 
tive and  Judicial  Departments  of  the  Territory 
of  Michigan  by  the  act  of  the  11th  of  January, 
1805,  entitled  "An  act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory into  two  separate  governments." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tattnall,  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  necessity  of  an  appropriation  for  the  pur- 
pose of  rendering  efficient  the  public  defences 
within  the  harbor  of  Savannah. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims 
and  titles  to  land  withm  the  Territories  of  Florida, 
setting  forth  that,  in  consequence  of  the  great 
sickness  and  mortality  which  prevailed  at  Pensa- 
cola,  in  West  Florida,  during  the  last  autumn, 
they  are  unable  to  complete  the  duties  assigned 
them  within  the  time  prescribed  bv  law^  and  ask- 
ing for  further  time  to  complete  their  duties; 
which  letter  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  Byers,"  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Alexander  Humphrey  and  Sylvester 
Humphrey,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  continue 
the  present  mode  of  supplying  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,"  was  read   the  third  time,  and 


An  engrossed  bill  to  confirm  certain  claims  to 
lots  in  the  village  of  Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois, was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 

Mr.  Woodson  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, with  the  preamble  prefixed  thereto,  viz : 

Whereas  it  is  the  daty  of  the  Representatives  of  this 
nation  to  promote,  to  the  extent  of  their  zeal  and  abil- 
itiea,  the  beat  interests,  the  highest  destinies  of  their 
country ;  and  it  ia  believed  that  nothing  would  contri- 
bnte  more  easentially  to  the  accomplishment  of  those 
great  objects,  than  internal  improvement,  by  means  of 
artificial  roada  and  canala,  which,  when  completed, 
would  serve  aa  a  bond  of  union ;  keep  the  chain  of 
our  confederacy  forever  bright;  enhance  our  internal 


and  external  commerce,  by  affording  increaicd  iwB&- 
ties  to  transportation,  and  a  conaeqaent  TedoctioD  m 
the  price  of  foreign  artidea ;  give  a  new  impuiae  to  in- 
dastry  in  oar  customary  pursnita,  and  moltiplj  asd 
present  additional  objects  for  the  aaetulandprodQctiTe 
employment  of  our  citizens;  increase  their  tbiiity  to 
consume,  and,  with  the  progressive  valoe  of  oor  pub- 
lic domains,  produce  a  corresponding  accetsioD  to  oar    , 
revenue  ;  operate  as  a  powerinl  auxiliary  to  the  fall 
development  of  oor  dormant  resources,  by  exteoding 
the  means  of  internal  intercourse,  and  exchange  of  the 
productions,  raw  materials,  and  manu&ctored  aitida 
of  the  different  tectiona  of  the  Union ;  tend  to  animiUte 
oor  habits,  diffuse  our  knowledge,  multiply  kindred  tin 
of  the  dearest  nature,  drawing  around  our  hearti  more 
closely  the  cords  of  sympathy,  and  national  feeling;  pro- 
mote true  economy  1^  the  most  advantageooi  investment 
of  the  public  funds,  leaving  eternal  traces  of  their  ex- 
penditure ;  adding  to  the  strength  and  dortUlitr  of 
the  Government,  by  enabling  it  to  concentrate,  witii 
certainty,  economy,  and  deapatch,  ita  forces,  either  to 
chaatise  a  daring  invader,  or  qoell  misguided  etnl  tu- 
mult; and,  co-operating  with  a  judicious  ijiteo,ipr 
the  arrangement  and  protection  of  the  skiH  and  in- 
dustry of  our  own  citizens,  from  the  counteracting  and 
destructive  policy  of  foreign  Governments,  render  u 
completely  independent,  prosperous,  and  happy  *•— 

Thcreforet'resoiced  That  it  ia  expedient  and  proper 
that  the  General  Government  should  interpose  in  the 
accompliahment,  or  at  least  render  its  aid  in  promot- 
ing the  whole,  or  some  portion,  of  the  following  great 
objects  of  internal  improvement :  A  canal,  or  canals, 
through  the  Isthmus  of  Barnstable  :  That  part  of  Xe<r 
Jersey,  which  extends  from  the  Raritan  to  the  Dela- 
ware :  The  Peninania  between  the  Delaware  and  the 
Cheaapeake,  and  the  tract  of  country  which  divideithe 
Chesapeake  from  Albemarle  Sound.  Also,  a  canal 
from  Lake  Erie,  or  ita  watera,  to  the  Ohio  river,  or 
some  one  of  ita  tributary  streams,  and  around  the  y> 
of  Ohio ;  together  with  artificial  roads,  from  three  of 
the  great  western  rivers,  the  Alleghany,  Kenhawi,  and 
Tenneaaee,  to  the  nearestcorresooading  Atlantic  riwa* 
the  Susquehannah,  or  Juniata,  Jamea  River,  and  either 
the  8antee  or  Savannah.  And  that  the  Coiainittee 
on  Roada  and  Canals  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill,  or 
bill%  in  conformity  to  the  foregoing  resolution,  em- 
bracing  the  whole,  or  any  portion  of  the  specified  ob- 
jects, as  to  them  may  seem  most  expedient. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

MICHIGAN  LAND  TITLES,  dec 

The  bill  "  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  cer- 
tain acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  ^^ 
Territory  of  Michigan,  passed  through  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rankin  briefly  explained  the  objects  ot 
the  bill,  and  Mr.  Sibley  explained  them  more  a: 
laive. 

This  bill  provides  for  reviving  and  coatioaing 
in  force  the  powers  of  the  commissioners  for  v- 
certaining  and  deciding  on  'claims  to  land  in  (ite 
district  of  Detroit,  and  for  settling  the  claims  to 
land  at  Green  Bay  and  Prairie  du  Chieo,  io  ue 
Territory  of  Michigan,  until  the  Ist  day  of  >(" 
vember  next. 

In  the  progress  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Siblet  nud^^ 
number  of  explanations  in  support  of  its  diffeieoj 
provisions,  wnich  he  pressed  upon  the  attention 
the  House  with  much  earnestness. 
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When  tbe  bill  was  gone  through,  Mr.  Sibley 
moved  to  amend  it  by  addiag  thereto  tbe  fol&ow- 
ing  as  t  new  section : 

"Sic.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted*  That  the  said 
Comminionera  thai  I  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  author- 
ized to  inquire  into  all  private  claims  to  lands  lying 
wirhin  the  said  district  of  Detroit,  not  heretofore  acted 
opoD,  and  the  same  confirm  or  reject,  according  to  tbe 
evidence  of  title  that  ahall  be  introduced  by  said  claim- 
ant, which  are  embraced  within  any  of  tbe  provisions 
of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  supplemental  to  an  act 
resaltliog  the  titles  to  landa  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  passed  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  April,  one 
tfaoatand  eight  hundred  and  eight,'  and  the  aete  and 
partf  of  acts  to  which  aaid  act  refers,  in  the  aame 
miooer,  and  snbjeet  to  tbe  same  Umitationa  and  con- 
ditioDi,  as  thongh  the  persons  making  such  claims 
had  exhibited  their  notices  of  claim  to  the  rtgieter  of 
the  Itad  office  at  Detreit,  on  or  befiire  the  first  day  of 
Jaooaiyy  one  thooaand  eight  hundred  and  nine :  rro" 
tidtdi  That  no  claims  to  lands,  except  sach  claims  as 
have  been  exhibited,  and  made  known  to  the  Com- 
ioittwoers,  prior  to  the  paasage  of  this  aqt*  ahall  be 
embraced  within  the  provisiona  of  this  aectiona  nor 
shili  any  claim  to  a  tract  of  land  be  confirmed  which 
has  been  already  sold  or  granted  by  the  United 
Sutei." 

This  proposed  anreitdment  was.  after  some  de- 
hate,  disagreed  to  by  a  considerable  majority. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  House,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  ceadiog. 

The  next  bill  id  the  orders  of  the  day,  waa  that 
to  reduce  the  ealariea  of  certain  officers  of  the 
GoTfronant ;  which  bill  was,  on  the  motian  of 
Mr.fiAaBiii,  reoooHniited  to  the  Coaamitlea  on 
RetreQchmcnt. 

Tbe  House  tkoH  vewlved  itself  iato  a  Comimt- 
tee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  next  order  of  the  day, 
which  was  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 
on  the  petition'  of  John  Anderson  and  others ;  on 
which,  after  being  in  committee  a  few  roinntes, 
the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  ob- 
tained leare  to  sit  again. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  report  of  a  committee  adverse  to  the  petition 
of  Charles  To  wnsend. 

[The  petitioner  resides  in  Bufialo,  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  and  was  appointed  by  tbe  Com- 
niivioDers  of  Claims  to  take  tcatkBODy  nalative.to 
tbe  daims  of  individoals  for  property  destroyed 
bjr  theeoeiny  on  the  Niagara  frontier  during  the 
late  war.  The  report  denies  both-  the  iefality  and 
«)Qity  of  the  claim.] 

A  debate  arose  on  this  report,  which  Mr.  Tra- 
ct endea? ored  to  prevail  on  the  House  to  reverse, 
io  which  he  was  aided  by  Messrs.  Ross,  Wright, 
Jones,  and  KiRKiiAitn;  whilst  Messrs.  Sterling 
of  New  York,  McCoy,  Williams  of  North  Caro- 
lina, sod  BoTLER,  supported  the  report. 

The  question  was  finally  taken  on  striking  out 
the  word  "  not'^  in  the  resolution  annexed  to  tbe 
report  on  the  case  by  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
and  was  negatived — yeas  44,  nays  64. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  made  a  report, 
aad  the  House  adjoomed  at  4  o'clock, 
nth  Con.  2d  Se88.— 16 


Frio  AY,  January  3. 

Joseph  M.  Hernanoez,  delegate  from  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Florida,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  bis  seat  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Sibley  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  praying 
that  the  said  Territory  may.bc  admitted  to  the 
second  grade  of  territorial  government,  by  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  Territorial  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives ;  which  petition  was  referred  to 
tbe  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  tbe  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  for  the  divorcement 
of  John  Wheelwright  (of  this  District,)  and  Car- 
oline Eliza  Wheelwright  \  which  was  read,  and 
concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  K.,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an  un- 
favorable report  on  the  memorial  of  Mary  Wilson, 
(applying  for  a  divorcement;}  which  was  read 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  K.  also  reported  a  bill  to  confer  certain 
powers  on  tbe  levy  court  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  for  otner  purposes ;  which  bill  was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Rankin,  yesterday  laid 
on  the  table,  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury for  inrormation  relative  to  the  amount  of 
proceeds  of  sales  of  public  lands  in  the  States  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Mississippi,  Illinois,  Alabama,  and 
Missouri,  appropriated  for  purposes  of  opening 
roads  and  canals  leading  to  States,  was  taken  tip 
anc}  agreed  to. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in 
force  certain  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land 
claims  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  was  read  a 
third  time,  pa#sed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  con- 
currence. 

Mr.  Cambrelbng  oiered  the  following  leso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
bo  requested  to  furnish  to  this  House  the  docuoients, 
berotoibre  referred  to  the  Department  of  State,  rela- 
ting to  the  elaim  of  Jacob  and  Henry  Schiefielin) 
against  the  British  Government,  for  property  seques- 
tered in  December,  1813,  together  with  any  informa- 
tion he  may  pouess,  relating  to  the  leisnres  and  eoa- 
demnstions  of  American  vessels  snd  cargoes,  happen- 
ing to  be,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  commerce,  in  the 
British  ports  at  the  commencement  of  the  late  war, 
referred  to  in  the  correspondeooe  at  Ghent. 

This  reaoidtioo,  by  the  rules  of  the  Hoose,  was 
laid  on  the  table  one  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Babstow,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  modifying  or  repealing  the  laws 
providing  for  the  allowance  of  salvage  on  all  ves- 
sels and  goods  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  when  recaptured  by  our  public  ships  in 
time  of  peace. 

Mr.  Rankin  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Slates 
be  requested  to  furniah  this  House  with  any  inlsrraa- 
taon  he  may  possess,  or  in  possession  of  any  department 
of  the  Government,  in  relation  to  the  number  and  le- 
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ted  States.  When  it  was  no  longer  usefnl  in  that 
view,  it  was  restored  to  the  city  of  New  York. 
The  ensineers  of  the  United  States  having  de- 
clared that  the  work  was  no  longer  useful  for  mil- 
itary purposes,  the  reason  of  the  grant  ceased,  and 
it  was  the  right  of  the  city  to  have  the  land  re- 
stored to  it. 

AAer  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Wright  in  re- 
ply to  Mr.  Golden — 

Mr.  Cook  said  he  had  discovered,  in  conversa- 
tion, that  some  gentlemen  had  objections  to  the 
details  of  this  bill,  which  might  probably  be  obvi- 
riated  by  amendments  to  be  made  to  it.  With 
this  view,  he  moved  that  the  bill  be  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

And  the  bill  was  so  recommitted. 


Monday,  January  6. 

A  new  member,  to  wit:  from  South  Carolina, 
James  Hamilton,  jun.,  elected  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Wil- 
liam Lowndes',  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  m-esented  a  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
praying  that  no  alteration  may  bie  made  in  the 
form  of  government  now  existing  in  the  said  Ter- 
ritory ;  which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  McLane,  from  the  Committee  of  W^ys 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  a  partial  ap- 
propriation for  the  support  of  Government  for  the 
year  1S23.  (for  the  compensation  of  members  of 
Congress,;  and  the  bill  was  twice  read,  and 
committed. 

Mr.  McLane,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
a  report  upon  the  subject  of  the  reservations  of 
land  to  the  Indians,  within  the  State  of  Georgia, 
by  the  treaties  with- the  Creeks  and  Cherokees, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  "for  the  extinction  of  the 
Indian  title  to  certain  reserves  of  land  within  the 
State  of  Georgia." 

Tfaebtll  is  as  follows: 

Be  it  enaeitd,  ^c,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  may  be  necessary,  to  eztingnish  the  In- 
dian title  to  all  the  reserves  of  land  iTvithin  the  limits 
of  the  State  of  Georgia,  reserved  under  the  several 
treaties  made  nvith  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians, 
in  the  years  1814,  1817,  1819,  and  1821,  according  to 
die  trae  intent  and  meaning  o{  the  stipulation,  con- 
tained in  the  first  article  of  the  agreement  and  cession, 
between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia, 
bearing  date  the  24th  April,  A.  D.  1802 ;  and  that  a 
earn  not  ezeeeding  $50,000  be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by, appropriated  for  that  purpose,  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  concerning  the  Education  Lands  in  Mis- 
souri, reported  it  with  sundry  amendments ;  and 
they  were  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  A.  Smyth,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Library,  made  the  following  report : 


The  Committee  on  the  Library,  who  were  iostneu 
ad  to  inquire  into  the  ezpediency  of  purehasiiig  t 
number  of  copies  of  Sergeant's  Treatise  on  CoastitQ> 
tional  Law,  report,  that  there  are  already  in  the  Libraiy 
some  copies  of  the  work,  and  that  they  deem  it  ioex* 
pedient  to  increase  the  number,  at  the  expense  of  the 
Library  Fund :  they,  therefore,  submit  the  Mkiwing 
resolution : 

Reiohedj  That  the  Committee  on  the  Library  be 
discharged  from  tiie  fbrthet  consideration  of  the  nb- 
ject  eforesaid. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  the  report  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  A.  Smyth,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
a  report  unfavorable  to  the  memorial  of  Edward 
De  Kraffl,  who  asks  the  aid  of  Coiigress  to  an 
Edition  of  a  Selection  of  Public  Documents; 
which  was  concurred  in. 

The  resolution  laid  on  the  taUe  by  Mr.  Rahdn, 
on  the  3d  instant,  calitng  on  the  President  of  tbe 
United  States  for  information  in  relfttion  to  the 
number  and  locality  of  the  Salt  Springs,  Lead 
and  Copper  Mines,  in  any  of  the  States  or  Territo- 
ries of  tne  United  States,  the  exclusive  property 
of  the  Government,  the  quantity,  and  the  terms 
on  which  they  are  leased  or  rented  out,  with  tte 
amount  received  for  the  same,  was  taken  up  and 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Camsheleno's  resohiticm,  offered  on  the 
same  day,  requesting  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  furnish  documents  relating  to  the  claim 
of  Jacob  and  Henry  Schieffelin  against  the  British 
Government,  for  property  sequestered  in  Decem- 
ber, 1813,  with  any  information  in  his  possession, 
relating  to  the  seizures  and  condemnations  of 
American  vessels  and  cargoes  happen  ing  to  be,  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  commerce  in  the  British 
ports  at  the  commencement  of  the  late  war,  re- 
ferred to  in  the  correspondence  at  Ghent,  was 
considered  and  adopted. 

Mr.  McCoy  submitted  the  foUowing  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  one 
day,  viz : 

iUtohid,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treuarybe 
directed  to  report  to  this  House  the  anaount  of  aQ 
fiaes  assesaed  upon  citiaens  of  the  State  of  Viiginii. 
for  the  non*peiibrmance  of  militia  duty  daring  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain^  designating  the  »moaot 
aasessedan  each  county  and  regiment ;  mm,  also,  what 
expenae  (if  any)  the  United  States  itave  incurred  io 
the  asaestment  of  said  fines;  and  what  amount  of  said 
fines  have  been  collected  by  the  marsfaalsy  and  paid 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  or  otherwise 
accounted  for. 

Mr.  Ali«en,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  the  foUow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the 
table  one  day,  to  wit: 

Rnoletd,  That  Uie  Secretary  of  the  Treasoiy  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  this  House  such  inibfBt- 
tion  as  the  department  over  which  he  presidee  affords, 
relative  to  a  loan  of  one  hundred^  thousand  dolian. 
made  to  Scott,  Thornton,  and  Wlnte,  late  city  cos- 
mtseioners,  particularly  the  time  when,  and  the  autbo- 
rity  under  which,  said  loan  was  made ;  the  eonditiooi 
that  were  to  have  been  performed,  and  the  aecoonu- 
tiility  secured ;  how  far  the  same  has  haen  coai] " 
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with,  md  the  diAcoltiM*  if  way,  that  esi«t  in  a  MlUe> 
ment  of  Um  traoractioD  with  the  aeeoantiog  officenof 
tha  TtmBwy, 

Mr.  Alezaubbb  Smyth  laid  ok  the  table  the 
foUowkig  joint  resolution,  viz : 

Baokfed,  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  BeprteentO' 
tieea  of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Congreee 
auemikdf  twa4kirde  of  bath  lioMeee  eanewring.  Thai 
the  following  amandmant  to  tha  CooatUalion  of  the 
United  Btftaa  be  piopoaad  to  tha  LagitlatoFBa  of  tha 
a«f«al  Statai,  wbicht  whan  ratified  by  the  Lagiala- 
tera  of  ihraa-foaitha  of  tha  9tates»  abaU  be  valid  to  all 
intents  and  porpoeaai  aa  part  of  said  Conatitution»  to 
wit: 

No  Elector  of  Preiident  and  Vice  Pretidant  shall  be 
nominsted  or  appointed  by  the  President  elect,  to  any 
oBc9f  appointment,  or  place  whatsoever. 

When  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  choose  a 
President,  no  person  who  shall  have  heen  a  member 
St  the  time  of  making  the  choice,  sbtll  be  nominated 
or  sppotnted  by  the  President  so  chosen,  to  any  office, 
appointment,  or  place,  whatsoever. 

When  ihe  8enate  shall  choose  the  Vice  President, 
no  person,  who  shall  have  been  a  member  of  the  Senate 
at  the  time  of  making  the  choice,  shall  be  nominated 
or  appointad  by  the  Vice  President,  acting  as  Praai* 
dent,  to  any  office,  appointment,  or  place,  whatso* 
ever. 

Mr.  DgNtaoN  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tioD,  wbich  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  one 
day,  viz : 

RiMobfed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  thia  House  the  time  to  which  the 
acooonta  of  the  General  Poet  Office  have  been  ren* 
dered  to  the  Treaaory  Department ;  the  time  to  which 
the  same  have  been  afttled ;  and  the  diSsrance,.  if  any, 
which  axieta  between  contracts  for  transporting  the 
mail,  and  the  amonnt  paid  upon  those  contracts»  spe- 
cifying the  caaea  in  which  such  difierance  may  be 
ioand. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stbrlino,  of  New  York,  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  which  was 
eommitted  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
in  the  case  of  Nathan  Ford,  were  discharged  from 
the  further  eonsidecation  m  the  same,  and  it  was 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Two  Messaces  received  from  the  PRisiDEifT  or 
TBB  UiirrED  Statbs  on  Friday  last  were  read, 
and  are  aa  follows,  riz: 

To  the  Houee  ofRepreeentativee  of  the  United  Statee  .* 
In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Repreaentativaa  of  the  United  States,  of  the  19th  of 
December,  188S,  requesting  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  caoae  to  be  laid  before  that  House  the  several 
laws  which  have  been  made  by  the  Governor  and  Le- 
gislative Coaneil  of  Florida,  together  with  such  infor- 
mation aa  may  be  in  the  possession  of  the  Executive, 
I  herewith  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
Stale,  with  the  accompanying  documents,  which  con* 
tain  the  inft>nnation  desired. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WjisBisoToir,  Jan.  3,  1833. 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

To  the  Houee  of  Beprteentativee  of  the  United  Statee  .• 

la  compliance  with  the  resolutions  of  tho  House  of 

Representatives,  of  the  8th  of  January,  7th  May,  and 


17th  December,  1833,  requestiag  the  President  of  tha 
United  States  to  cause  to  be  ia^  before  that  Honsa  a 
detailed  statement  of  the  current  expenses  of  the  Ord- 
nance Department  for  the  years  1817*'ia-*19~'S0,  and 
'31 ;  and  as  much  as  can  be  shown  for  the  year  1838; 
and,  also,  tha  number  and  local  position  of  each  of  tha 
armories,  arsenals,  and  magazines  of  the  United  Statee, 
the  total  exnense  of  constructing  and  repairing  tha 
same  up  to  tne  year  1831 ;  the  number  of  cannon  and 
other  arms  annually  made  at  each,  and  the  ezpenses 
of  each  armory  and  arsenal  for  each  year,  from  1816 
to  1831,  inclusive;  I  herewith  transmit  u  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanied  by  such  docu- 
ments as  will  be  found  to  contain  the  desired  infor- 
mation. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Waskivgtok,  Jim,  3,  1833. 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affiiirs. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OF  THE  United  States,  which  was  read,  and  is 
as  follows: 

7b  the  HoueeofBepreeentativeeofthe  United  Statee: 
In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  19th  of  December  last,  request- 
ing the  Preaident  of  the  United  States  to  communicate 
to  the  House  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  the 
execution  of  the  act  of  the  last  session,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  abolish  the  Indian  Trading  EsUblishments," 
with  a  report  from  the  factories  respectively,  as  the 
same  were  made  to  him ;  I  transmit  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treaaory,  with  the  documents  referred 
to  by  that  resolution.  In  further  execution  of  the  act 
of  the  last  session,  treaties  have  since  been  made  with 
the  Osage  and  Sac  Indians,  by  whidi  those  tribes  have 
severally  relinquished  to  the  United  States  their  right, 
under  preceding  treaties,  to  the  maintenance  of  a  fibc- 
tozy  within  each,  respectively. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Washivotov,  Jan.  6,  1883. 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs. 

NAVAL  FRATERNAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fuller, 
took  up  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  United  States 
Naval  Fraternal  Association. 

Mr.  FuLLSR,  of  Massachusettes,  explained  the 
object  and  effect  of  the  two  amendments  proposed 
bv  the  Committee  on  Naval  AfiGiirs  to  this  bill. 
The  one  proposed  to  make  the  elections  of  officers, 
d^.,  take  place  at  Washington,  instead  of  at  the 
several  naval  stations ;  the  other,  to  enable  Con- 
gress at  any  time  to  repeal  the  charter.  These 
amendments,  it  was  supposed,  would  obviate  any 
reasonable  oojectioa  which  could  be  entertained 
against  the  bill. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendments, 
they  were  ajgreed  to  without  opposition ;  and  the 
question  being  proposed,  ^^  Shall  the  bill  be  en^ 
grossed,  and  read  a  third  time?" 

Mr.  Haroin,  of  Kentucky,  rose,  and  said  that, 
were  it  not  that  the  bill  involved  some  principles 
to  which  he  had  great  dislike,  he  should  give  it  a' 
silent  vote.  Upon  looking  at  the  generau  aspect, 
and  considering  all  its  features,  however,  he  con- 
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sidered  the  bill  ancoDstitutional.  and  not  within 
the  powers  of  Congress.  The  bill  was  originally 
not  even  professedly  confined  to  the  District;  and 
he  did  not  believe  that  the  amendment  which 
had  been  made  this  morning  would  alter  the  effect 
of  it.  The  Corporation  was  to  assemble  here,  to 
be  sure,  to  make  its  by-laws ;  but  its  locality  was 
merely  a  color  to  the  measure;  and  Congress 
ought  not  to  legislate  against  the  spirit  or  the 
Constitution,  keeping  just  within  its  letter.  Mr. 
H.  went  on  to  state  his  views  of  the  powers  of 
Congress  in  regard  to  this  [District.  He  consid- 
ered the  powers  of  Congress,  within  this  District, 
to  be  just  the  same  as  the  power  of  the  Legislature 
of  a  State  within  the  same,  previous  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  By 
the  bill^  however^  it  was  proposed  to  extend  the 
legislative  authority  all  over  the  nation.  He  knew 
that  the  ostensible,  and  probably  the  real,  object 
of  this  bill  was  to  provide  for  the  relief  of  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  soldiers  and  offi- 
cers. But  let  us  not,  said  he,  in  the  pursuit  of  a 
benevolent  object  transcend  our  powers,  and  es- 
tablish a  precedent  which  may  he  dangerous  in 
itself.  This  Corporation  was  to  be  authorized  to 
invest  ten  thousand  dollars  in  real  property  in  this 
District ;  but  the  substantial  property,  the  entire 
funds  of  the  Association,  exclusive  of  the  building, 
may  be  in  any  part  of  the  Union,  or  in  any  ex- 
treme of  the  world.  It  was  in  vain  to  say,  be- 
cause the  Association  was  to  assemble  here,  that 
it  was  a  corporation  exclusively  for  the  District  of 
Columbia.  It  was  not  so.  In  spirit,  the  amend- 
ment does  not  change  this  objectionable  feature 
of  the  bill.  It  had  always  struck  him,  Mr.  H.  said, 
that  a  corporation  could  not  have  any  corporate 
rights  out  of  the  limits  of  the  authority  of  the 
Government  that  incorporates  it.  That  was  a 
point,  however,  which  he  would  not  press  at 
present. 

But,  suppose  this  bill  to  be  Constitutional,  would 
it  be  expedient  to  pass  it  ?  The  creation  of  corpo- 
rations in  any  well-organized  Government  ought 
to  be  avoided  as  loog  as  possible.  They  are  sepa- 
rate and  distinct  from  the  great  body  of  the  people. 
They  are  if  he  might  use  the  expression,  like  a 
counter-current  in  the  great  stream  of  legislation, 
and  the  multiplication  of  these  counter-currents 
might,  in  time,  prevent  the  great  stream  itself 
from  flowing  on.  His  own  impression  had  been, 
that  the  United  States  ought  to  avoid  creating 
corporations  of  any  description.  The  ground  on 
which  the  constitutionality  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  had  been  sustained  by  the  Supreme 
Court  was,  that  it  was  necessary  to  enable  the 
Government  to  collect  and  disburse  the  revenue. 
Had  it  not  been  for  that,  Mr.  H.  said,  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  would  have  been  declared 
unconstitutional  by  the  Supreme  Court.  Now,  he 
asked,  was  the  association  proposed  to  be  incor- 
porated by  this  bill  necessary  to  the  general  wel- 
fare, or  to  carry  into  effect  any  of  the  delegated 
powers  of  Congress  ?   Not  so,  Mr.  H.  said. 

But  is  it  not.  be  asked,  a  dangerous  principle  to 
incorporate  either  the  Army  or  the  Navy,  or  any 
portion  of  them  1    They  are  formidable  bodies,  to 


whom  it  would  be  dangerous,  and  of  course  inex- 
pedient, to  give  corporate  powers.  Supposing  the 
bill  to  embrace  the  seamen  as  well  as  the  officers: 
it  would  be  but  to  extend  the  principle  of  the  bill 
a  little  further  than  it  now  goes.  What  €i0Teni- 
ment  had  ever  done  such  a  thing  as  it  was  now 
asked  of  this  Gorernment  to  do?  No  one;  nor 
did  he  know  that  such  a  thing  had  eTer  been  even 
proposed  in  any  other  country. 

Mr.  H.  concluded,  by  saying,  he  beliered  the 
object  of  this  association,  and  of  this  bill,  to  be 
what  was  avowed.  The  petitioners  would  not 
have  asked  it,  and  the  committee  would  not  have 
reported  the  bill,  if  it  was  not  so.  Its  inviting 
garb,  however,  ought  not  to  induce  the  House  to 
give  its  sanction  to  a  dans^erous  measure,  not  re- 
concileable  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  if  to 
its  letter. 

Mr.  CoLOEN,  of  New  York,  said  he  had  assent- 
ed to  the  amendment  which  had  been  adopted^ 
that  the  friends  of  the  bill  might  present  it  lo  the 
House  in  such  shape  as  they  thought  would  render 
it  most  acceptable ;  not  because  these  amendments 
had  removed  the  objections  which  he  had  submit- 
ted when  the  bill  was  finally  on  its  passage.  On 
the  contrary,  said  Mr.  C.  the  amendmenCsstrength- 
en  my  objections,  or  rather,  I  should  say^,  they  en- 
able me  to  show,  as  I  think,  more  glaringly  than 
I  could  otherwise  have  done,  what  appears  to  me 
to  be  the  unconstitutionalitvof  the  proposed  law. 

I  consider  it  fortunate,  Mr.  Speaker,  when  great 
Constitutional  questions  present  themaelres,  as 
that  does  which  we  are  now  to  decide. 

Whether  we  adopt  the  measure  proposed  by  the 
bill,  or  not,  cannot  be  of  an^  great  consequence 
to  the  persons  who  are  asking  of  us  this  act  of 
legislation.  For,  if  a  corporation  be  necessary  to 
the  advancement  of  their  benevolent  purposes, 
there  is  not  a  State  in  the  Union  that  would  not 
mnt  them  the  corporate  powers  they  are  seeking 
from  us.  For  one  S  tate,  ( tna  t  from  which  I  came,) 
I  venture  to  pledge  myself  that  they  have  only  to 
express  their  wish  to  the  Legislature,  and  it  will 
be  granted.  To  the  nation,  further  than  regards 
the  constitutionality  of  the  measure,  it  may  be  of 
no  great  importance  whether  the  act  be  passed  or 
not.  We  are  free,  too,  in  this  case,  from  that 
influence  which  must  necessarily  be  connected 
with  great  money  institutions ;  and  it  is  not  pos- 
sible that  any  political  feelings  or  prejudices  can 
mix  themselves  with  our  present  discussions. 

It  seems  to  have  been  conceded  that  Congress 
cannot  pass  this  law  in  virtue  of  the  general  pow- 
ers of  legislation  committed  to  it  by  the  Gonstito- 
tion.  But,  when  this  bill  was  last  before  the 
House,  it  was  intimated,  that,  although  Congress 
could  not  enact  it  in  virtue  either  ot  its  general 
legislative  powers  or  of  its  local  powers  to  le^s- 
late  for  this  District,  yet,  that,  by  the  aid  or  union 
of  both  those  powers,  authority  was  derived  from 
the  Constitution  to  pass  this  act,  or  to  constitute 
anv  similar  incorporation. 

It  was  said,  that,  in  virtue  of  the  local  power, 
Congress  mignt  create  the  body  corpmate,  declare 
its  existence  within  the  District,  and  then,  in  vir- 
tue of  the  general  power,  they  might  authorize  the 
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corporators  to  perform  all  acts  in  any  part  of  the 
United  States  which  are  incideat  to  or  might  be 
requisite  to  accomplish  the  objects  of  the  incorpo- 
ration. I  shall  not  at  present,  sir,  attempt  to  give 
this  suggestion  any  other  answer  than  to  say  that 
such  a  doctrine  attributes  to  Congress  the  power 
of  universal  legislation.  They  may,  in  virtue  of 
the  right  they  possess  to  legislate  over  the  cessions 
of  the  States  for  fortifications,  magazines.  4cc.. 
erect  a  bank  in  every  fort,  at  ey^ty  arsenal,  ana 
in  every  navy  yard.  The  corporators  mav  dwell 
in  oar  cities  $  the  elections  may  by  law  be  con- 
ducted there;  the  electors  may  meet  there;  and 
all  the  functions  of  the  body  politic  be  performed 
without  the  limits  of  the  special  jurisdiction  of 
Congress.  I  shall  reserve  any  further  notice  of  a 
doctrine  which  appears  to  me  so  monstrous,  till 
I  find  it  attempted  to  be  maintained, and  till  I  un- 
derstand more  clearly  on  what  grounds  it  will  be 
advocated. 

It  is  on  the  local  power  of  legislation  given  to 
Congress  that  the  advocates  of  the  bill,  as  I  have 
understood,  mean  to  rely  to  maintain  its  constitu- 
tionality. This  power  is  .given  by  the  eighth  sec- 
tion of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution,  in  the 
following  -words :  ^^  Congress  shall  have  power  to 

*  exercise  exclusive  legislation,  in  all  cases  what- 
<  soever,  over  such  District  (not  exceeding  ten 
'  miles  square)  as  may,  by  cession  of  particular 
'  States,  and  the  acceptance  of  Congress,  become 
'  the  Seat  of  Grovernment  of  the  United  States ; 

*  and  to  exercise  like  authority  over  all  places  pur- 
'  chased  by  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
^  Slate  io  which  the  same  shall  be,  for  the  erec- 
^  tion  of  iorts,  ma^zines,  arsenals,  dock  yards,  and 

*  other  needful  buildings." 

I  shall  deviate,  sir,  for  a  moment,  from  the  course 
I  am  about  to  pursue,  to  ask  the  House  to  mark 
that  precisely  the  same  powers  of  legislation  which 
are  given  to  Congress  in  relation  to  the  Seat  of 
Government«are  given  to  it  in  relation  to  the  ces- 
sions which  nave  been  made  by  the  States  for  the 
erection  of  forts,  dec.  The  powers  cannot  be 
difierent,  because  they  are  conveyed  by  the  very 
same  words.  And  if  Congress  may  erect  this 
corporation  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  they 
may  erect  a  like  corporation,  or  a  corporation  for 
any  other  purposes ;  as,  for  instance,  tor  banking 
purposes,  within  any  of  the  States,  or  within  the 
cities  of  any  of  the  States,  wherever  they  have  a 
fort,  magazine,  navy  yard,  dbc. 

But  the  power  now  under  consideration  is  that 
which  is  given  to  Congress  to  legislate  ever  the 
District  of  Columbia.  And  the  question  occurs, 
Are  we,  when  we  are  passing  this  act,  legislating 
aver  this  District  ?  What  is  there  in  the  bul  which 
gives  it  such  a  locality  as  that  we  can  say  it  is 
more  connected  with  or  has  more  relation  to  the 
Seat  of  Goyernment  than  it  has  to  any  other  part 
of  the  United  States? 

When  I  first  ofiered  objections  to  the  passage  of 
this  bill,  I  stated  that,  conceding  that  Congress, 
in  virtue  of  their  local  power,  have  authority  to 
locate  a  corporation,  they  cannot  exert  that  power 
to  this  effect,  unless  there  be  something  local  in 
the  character  of  the  persons  to  be  incorporated,  or 


something  of  the  same  character  in  the  powers  to 
be  exercised  by  the  corporate  body,  or  in  the  .ob- 
jects to  be  effected  by  the  incorporation. 

With  respect  to  the  persons  to  be  incorporated 
by  this  bill,  it  is  not  pretended  that  they  have  any 
particular  local  character.  Not  one  of  those  named 
in  the  bill  reside,  as  I  believe,  within  the  District 
Nor  is  it  pretended  that  those  who  will  im medi- 
ately lake  the  benefit  of  the  act,  or  incorporation^ 
or  those  who  will  succeed  them,  will  be  inhabit- 
ants of  the  ten  miles  square.  On  the  contrary^ 
this  act  is  solicited  on  the  y&ry  ground  that  the 
persons  to  be  incorporated  can  nave  no  fixed  resi- 
dence, but  are  necessarily  dispersed  to  every  quar- 
ter of  our  territory)  and  indeed  it  might  be  said 
to  everv  quarter  of  the  world. 

To  decide  whether  there  be  any  thing  local  in 
the  powers  to  be  exercised  by  the  corporators,  or 
in  the  objects  of  the  incorporation,  we  must  exam- 
ine the  features  of  the  bill. 

The  friends  of  the  bill  rely  very  much  upon  the 
declaration  in  the  first  section,  that  it  is  to  be  a 
corporation  "  within  the  District."  But  this  dec- 
laration cannot  make  the  bill  what  in  fact  it  is 
not.  If  there  be  nothing  connected  with  the  cor- 
poration which  makes  it  local,  it  is  no  more  a  cor- 
poration within  the  District  of  Columbia,  than  it 
IS  a  corporation  within  any  other  territory  or  dis- 
trict of  the  United  States.  This  declaration,  so 
far  from  reconciling  us  to  the  bill,  should,  as  it 
appears  to  me,  render  us  the  more  averse  to  it,  be- 
cause it  is  giving  it  a  character  and  color,  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  it  within  the  reach  of  our 
restricted  legislative  power,  which  it  does  not 
deserve.  If  neither  the  persons  incorporated,  nor 
the  powers  to  be  exercised  by  them,  nor  the  objects 
of  tne  incorporation,  be  local,  or  in  any  wise  par- 
ticularly conpected  with  the  District — then,  if  this 
hill  passes,  this  will  not  be,  in  fact,  a  corporation 
"  within  the  District  of  Columbia,"  however  sol- 
emnly we  may  enact  that  it  is  so. 

The  usual  corporate  capacities,  to  have  a  natnci 
to  have  a  seal,  and  to  have  perpetual  succession 
and  existence,  are  given  by  the  act.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose it  will  be  contended  that  there  is  any  thing 
of  a  local  character  imparted  to  the  corporation 
by  giving  it  these  qualities.  It  is  the  functions  of 
the  corporation,  or  the  acts  which  the  corporators 
or  their  representatives,  the  directors,  may  perform, 
which,  as  it  appears  to  me,  must  determine  the 
locality  of  the  institution.  One  of  these  functions  is 
that  ot  choosing  directors.  As  the  bill  stood  pre- 
vioudy  to  the  late  amendments,  the  directors  were 
to  be  chosen  at  each  naval  station,  and  it  was  said, 
that,  as  the  United  States  had  the  same  exclusive 
jurisdiction  on  those  stations  that  they  have  within 
the  District,  there  could  be  no  objection  to  this 
provision.  But,  upon  reflection,  the  friends  of  the 
bill  had  shrunk  from  attempting  to  roaintaiii  this 
dangerous  position.  It  exhibited,  too  glaringlv, 
the  consequences  to  which  their  doctrine  would 
lead.  And  they  have  amended  the  bill  by  provi- 
ding that  the  elections  may  be  held  in  such  man- 
ner as  the  by-laws  of  the  corporation  may  prescribe. 
Still,  then,  they  may  be  held  in  the  naval  stations, 
or  they  may  be  held  any  where  in  the  United 
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States!  How  can  this  amendment  give  that 
character  of  locality  to  this  corporation,  which, 
by  resorting  to  the  amendment,  it  is  acknowledged, 
was  wanting,  in  this  particular  at  least,  previously 
to  its  adoption  ?  Sir,  it  was  a  reference  to  this 
amendment  particularly,  which  induced  me,  just 
now,  to  say  that  the  amendments  that  had  been 
adopted  rather  strengthened  than  removed  my 
objections  to  the  bill. 

The  new  board  of  directors  are  to  meet  "at  the 
Seat  of  Government  on  the  first  Monday  in  Jan- 
uary, annually."  Let  it  be  observed,  that  here  is 
no  provision  which  re<juires  that  the  directors 
should  ever  convene  within  the  District.  Congress 
have  not,  necessarily,  any  exclusive  legislation 
over  the  place  which  may  be  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment. Though  Congress  may  transfer  the  Seat 
of  Government  at  its  pleasure,  it  can  assume  no 
ri^ht  of  ledslation  within  the  territory  of  a  State, 
without  the  consent  of  the  State.  If,  therefore, 
the  Seat  of  Government  were  to  be  re-transferred 
to  New  York  or  Philadelphia,  where  it  has  here- 
tofore been,  the  directors  must  meet  annually  in 
New  York  or  Philadelphia,  and  would  not  be 
obliged,  by  the  terms  of  the  law,  ever  to  hold  their 
meetings  within  the  territory  of  Congress.  But, 
supposing  this  objection  should  be  thou|;ht  too 
renned :  It  must  be  admitted  that  the  directors 
will  be  required  to  hold  but  one  meetiog  in  a  year 
at  the  Seat  of  Government.  All  their  other  meet- 
ings and  all  their  business  may,  at  any  other  time, 
be  transacted  where  it  may  best  suit  their  conve- 
nience. Now^  then,  I  ask,  whether  the  meetinff 
at  the  Seat  of  Government  is  not  a  mere  color  ? 
and  whether,  to  require  this,  and  no  more  than 
this,  is  not  evidence  that  this  bill  is  an  attempt  to 
do,  indirectly,  what  we  dare  not  do  openly  and 
directly  ?  x  ou  are  in  fact  going  to  create  a  po- 
litical body,  which,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  is 
to  be  as  much  a  corporation,  in  each  particular 
State,  as  any  that  could  be  created  by  its  own 
legislature.  You  mean,  in  virtue  of  your  local 
power,  to  legislate,  not  "  over"  the  District,  but 
over  tne  whole  United  States,  by  creatine^  a  cor^ 
poration  for  the  whole  United  States ;  but  you 
mean  to  conceal  that  you  are  about  to  usurp  so 
monstrous  a  power,  by  providing  that  a  quorum  of 
the  directors  shall  meet  once  a  year  at  the  Seat  of 
Government.  If,  in  virtue  of  this  provision,  you 
may  erect  this  corporation,  why  may  jou  not  erect 
a  corporation  "  within  the  District  oi  Columbia," 
to  carry  on  the  fur  trade  of  the  Northwest  for  the 
benefit  of  widows  and  orphans  of  the  army  at  St. 
Louis,  in  Missouri?  Why  may  you  not  have  a 
corporate  mining  company  lu  Illinois  or  Indian&L  to 
work  the  minesof  metal  of  Lake  Superior  ?  Why 
may  you  not  give  the  iron  companies  of  the  East 
corporate  capacities  ?  If  you  can  pass  this  law, 
you  may  do  all  this,  if  you  only  take  care  to  insert 
m  the  charters  you  may  grant,  that  a  majority  of 
the  electors  shall,  once  a  year,  come  to  the  Seat 
of  Government,  wherever  it  may  be ! 

It  was  pointed  out  to  me,  sir,  when  I  first  op- 
posed this  bill,  that  I  had  overlooked  an  import- 
ant feature  which  gave  to  it  the  character  of 
locality,  I  insisted  it  was  without.     This  is  the 


provision,  in  the  first  section :  that  thb  eorporetioii 
may  bold  real  estate  within  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. Personal  estate  they  may  have  any  where;  bat 
if  they  will  hold  real  estate,  it  most  lay  withio  the 
District.  The  argument  derived  from  this  pron- 
sion  of  the  bill  is,  that,  when  yon  enact  this  isw 
you  are  legislating  over  the  District,  becnse  the 
real  estate  of  the  company  must  be  here.  But, 
suppose  the  corporation  should  never  see  fit  to  a^ 

?|Uire  real  estate  ?    Then,  it  never  wHl  hare  this 
eature  of  locality,  and  it  will  be  exercising  pow- 
ers, by  your  authority,  which  you  have  no  right 

to  friint* 

There  is  another  important,  and,  as  it  tppean 
to  me,  objectionable  provision  in  the  bill.  The 
first  section  makes  the  corporation  capable  to  soe 
and  be  sued  '*  in  any  Circuit  or  District  Cooit  of 
the  United  States,"  and,  it  is  added,  "or  other 
courts  having  competent  jurisdiction."  The  phn- 
seoloffy  here,  sir,  is  ambiguous.  I  am  not  certain 
that  the  last  qualifying  words  would  be  taken  to 
limit  the  cognizance  of  the  courts  of  the  Unted 
States.  But  I  can  hardly  believe  it  to  hare  ben 
the  intention  of  the  framers  of  the  bill  to  make  so 
large  an  inroad  on  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State, 
as  would  be  made  by  giving  to  the  corpontios  a 
right  to  resort  to  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
in  ail  cases  whatsoever,  without  regard  to  the 
character  of  their  adversary,  or  the  natore  of  the 
controversy.  But,  I  ask,  whether  one  evil  of  in- 
corporations, like  this,  would  not  be  to  ^ive  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  appellate  jurisdiction 
at  least,  from  the  State  courts,  in  all  cases  to  which 
corporations  created  by  a  law  of  the  United  States 
were  parties.  Every  case  in  which  they  should 
use  their  corporate  name,  in  virtue  of  an  act  of 
incorporation  by  Congress,  would  be  a  case  arising 
under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  might 
he  carried  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States. 

I  think,  sir,  I  have  shown  that  this  bill  will  not 
create  a  corporation  '*  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia;" that  its  qualities  or  capacities  do  not 
give  it  that  character,  and  its  functions  no  more 
connect  it  with  the  District,  than  they  do  with  any 
other  part  of  the  Union ;  that  we  are  not^in  pass- 
ing this  law,  in  fact,  exercising  legtdation  om 
the  District  of  Columbia.  But,  it  is  said  that  Che 
powers  of  Congress,  to  legislate  for  this  District, 
are  supreme,  and  that  they  may  exercise,  in  reb- 
tion  to  the  District  and  to  the  peojrfe  of  the  Dis- 
trict, all  the  powers  which  a  State  may  exernse 
over  its  territory  and  people.  I  admit  the  position*, 
that  is,  I  admit  that  Congress  may  pass  aay  law 
in  relation  to  the  District  that  a  State  mightjpass 
and  which,  in  virtue  of  the  authority  of  the  State 
legislating,  would  have  the  force  and  effect  of  a 
law.  But,  let  it  be  remarked,  that  a  State  cao 
pass  no  law  which,  in  virtue  of  its  own  autboritr, 
can  have  any  effect  out  of  its  territory.  A  State 
may  pass  a  law,  and  the  State  of  New  York  has 
done  so,  to  prohibit  its  citizens  from  fighting  doek 
out  of  the  State.  The  law  could  have  no  forte 
or  effect  until  its  offending  citizen  came  within  its 
jurisdiction,  and  so  became  obnoxious  to  its  sanc- 
tions.   A  State  may  establish  a  bank — may  |«o- 


m 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


4»8 


Jaroabt,  1823. 


Naval  f^raUmal  A$9ociaU(m. 


H.  opR. 


vide  that  its  sloekholdeni  may  residei  ita  elections 
be  bdd,  its  faiids  be  distributed,  and  even  its  di- 
rectors meet  in  another  State;  different  steamboat 
eompanies  in  the  United  States  afford  instances 
of  such  eorperatioDs.  Bat  can  such  a  corporation 
exercise  koj  of  these  functions  in  a  State  foreign 
to  that  by  which  it  was  incorparated,  in  virtue  of 
its  law  of  incorporation  1  If  such  acts  are  exer* 
cisedinthe  foreign  State,  it  is  in  virtue  of  the 
taut  or  express  permission  of  the  foreign  State. 
So  far  as  respects  any  other  State,  or  any  act  to 
be  performed  out  of  its  territory,  the  act  of  the 
State  snoting  the  incorporation  is  not  a  la  w.  No 
rule  of  action,  unkss  the  sovereign  power  by  which 
it  is  prescribed  may  enforce  it,  can  be  a  law.  It 
seems  to  me  absura  to  call  that  a  law,  which  one 
Le^isiatare  may  piescribe  and  another  Leaialature 
of  equal  power  prohibit.  A  State,  therefore,  can 
pass  no  law  which  can  have  any  foree  or  effect 
out  of  its  tcrritoffy ;  and  unless  Conf^neas  will  talce 
to  itself,  as  leffislators  for  this  District,  powers  be- 
yond those  which  a  State  has  to  legislate  for  its 
territory,  we  cannot  pass  this  law,  the  provisions 
of  wbicii  bU  (except  that  which  relates  to  the  an* 
noal  meeting  of  the  directors)  apply  to  acts  which 
may  be  performed  out  of  the  District.  It  may  be 
asked  if  a  State  may,  by  its  enacUnent,  prescribe 
that  certain  acts  may  be  done  out  of  its  territory, 
and  trust  to  the  CDortesy  of  its  neighbours  to  per* 
mit  the  perfomaance,  wnv  may  not  Congress  par- 
sue  the  same  counct  in  reuttion  to  the  District  and 
the  other  States?  The  answer,  to  my  mind,  is 
obrious  and  conclusive.  These  is  nothing  to  re- 
strain a  State  from  legislative  acts  which  may  re- 
fer to  a  foreign  State  $  or,  in  other  words,  there  is 
nothing  to  hmdcr  one  State  iirom  giving  their  ads 
the  form  of  le^palation  for  its  neighbours.  But 
Congress  cannot  proceed  upon  these  mmads. 
Their  legislative  powers  are  strictly  Itmitea.  They 
can  enact  nothing  that  is  not  warranted  by  the 
Coastitation ;  and  the  power  to  legislate  over  the 
District  of  Columbia  does  not  allow  them  to  pass 
any  law  which  is  to.  have  operation  beyond  it. 
The  necessity  for  making  this  distinction  oetween 
what  the  Staties  may  do  a»  le^lators  for  their  re* 
spectire  States,  and  what  Congress  may  do  as 
legislators  for  the  District,  appears  to  me  very  ob* 
Tious.  If  Congress  might  legislate  for  the  States, 
on  the  ground  that  the  States  would  permit  what 
Conaress  could  not  enforce,  we  should  be  utterly 
at  a  loss  to  know  when  Congress  meant  to  exert 
its  legiskuive  power,  or  when  it  intended  only  an 
appeal  to  the  coortesy  of  the  States,  and  the  in- 
quiry would  still  be  more  complicated  when  it 
would  involve  a  consideration  wnether  it  were  the 
local  or  ^cial  legislative  powecs  of  Cong^ress, 
from  which  the  enactment  emanated. 

But  we  are  told  that  this  bill  is  not  a  novelty. 
That  Congress  has  already  passed  many  acts  of 
incorporation.  I  know  of  nose,  except  the  incor- 
x>ratton8  of  the  various  banks  of  this  District 
^ow,  without  referring  to  the  terms  of  the  act  by 
which  chartecs  are  granted  to  the  District  banks, 
:here  is  an  obvious  difference  as  to  the  objects  pro- 
;K>sed  by  those  charters  and  this ;  all  these  banks 
vere  to  be  established  in  the  District ;  they  were 


to  conduct  their  business  here ;  their  directors  were 
to  meet  here;  and  their  elections  to  be  held  here. 
In  the  act  incorporating  the  Potomac  Bank,  the 
only  one  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  examining, 
there  is  a  provision,  prohably  common  to  all  of 
them,  that  if  a  director  chan^d  his  residence,  and 
removed  from  the  District,  his  seat  at  the  board  of 
direction  becomes  vaca&L  The  observations  I 
have  previooaly  made  will  sufficiently  illustrate 
how  different  these  acts  of  incorporation  are  from 
that  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  grant.  The 
former  are,  in  truth  and  in  fact,  local;  it  is  mere 
pretence  to  say  that  the  latter  is  so. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  the  case  of  Cohens  against 
the  State  of  Virginia  may  be  appealed  to,  and 
that  some  expressions  of  the  judge  who  delivered 
the  opinion  of  the  court  may  be  quoted  to  prove, 
that,  in  virtue  of  the  local  powers  to  legislate  for 
the  ceded  district,  Congress  may  extend  their  le- 
gislation, for  some  purposes,  to  the  territories  of 
the  States.  But,  let  me  remark,  that  whatever  is 
said  to  this  effect,. by  the  court,  in  the  case  refer- 
red to,  is  but  by  way  of  elucidation  and  argu- 
ment, which  judges  never  fail  to  camion  us  is  not 
to  be  received  as  authority.  The  example  given 
of  what  may  be  a  rightful  legislation  by  Congress, 
to  have  effect  beyond  the  limits  of  the  ceded  dis- 
trict, in  virtue  of  the  power  to  legislate  for  such 
districts,  is  one  that  cannot  be  a  precedent  for  the 
act  we  are  now  considering^  Congress  have  de- 
clared certain  offences  committed  in  fortifications 
punishable  with  death  $  and  the  court  says  Con*- 
gress  must  have  power  to  direct  that  the  trial,  exe- 
cution, dtc.,  shall  take  place  within  the  territories 
of  a  State.  If  this  power  belongs  to  Congress,  it 
is  an  incidental  power — incidental  to  the  power 
to  legislate  for  the  ceded  territory,  one  necessary 
to  carry  that  power  into  execution.  But,  let  me 
ask,  to  what  express  power  is  this  act  incidental  ? 
Or  to  the  execution  of  what  express  power  is  this 
act  aeceasary  ?  But,  I  repeat,  the  court,  in  Co- 
hens against  Virginia,  has  decided  no  Cott^titu- 
tional  question ;  they  have  not  decided  that  this 
Corporation,  elected  by  thirteen  thousand  people, 
can  legislate  for  the  ten  millions  of  the  Unitea 
States.  The  court  has  not  decided  that  this  Cor- 
poration, elected  to  plant  poplar  trees  and  to  make 
gravel  walks  from  one  village  to  another  village^ 
in  this  wilderness  of  a  city,  can  control  the  several 
laws  c^  the  other  States.  All  that  is  decided  in 
that  case  is,  that  the  law  of  the  Corporation  of 
Washington  did  not  mean  that  their  lottery  tickets 
should  l^  sold  in  other  States. 

These  are  the  considerations,  in  reference  to  the 
Constitutional  powers  of  Congress,  which  will  in- 
duce me  to  vote  against  this  bill.  But,  beeides 
the  questions  of  how  far  it  may  be  politic  to  make 
the  Navy  one  great  body  politic,  and  the  Army 
another,  which  have  been  suggested  by  the  hon- 
orable member  from  Kentucky,  I  think  the  meas- 
ure somewhat  questionable,  as  respects  the  disci- 
pline of  the  Navy.  I  am  a  good  Republican,  Mr. 
Speaker ;  that  is  to  say,  I  could  not  live  content- 
edly under  any  other  than  a  free  representative 
government ;  out  I  do  not  think  we  could  have  a 
democratic  government  on  board  a  man-of-war. 
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When  an  order  is  ^iven  to  fire  a  broadside, *or  to 
put  the  ship  about,  it  will  not  do  for  the  crew  to 
question  the  authority  of  the  commanding  officer, 
or  the  constitutionality  of  the  order.  If  you  es- 
tablish these  corporations,  where  the  officer  that 
is  of  the  lowest  grade  in  the  ship  may  outrank  his 
commander,  when  they  meet  as  members  of  a 
corporation,  you  encourage  ideas  of  insubordina- 
tion, rery  unfriendly  to  the  necessary  strictness  of 
naval  discipline.  The  electioneering  for  the  offi- 
cers of  the  institution,  which  will  m  introduced, 
will  have  a  like  bad  tendency.  The  duties  of  a 
director  may  often  be  in  collision  with  the  duties 
of  an  officer ;  while  the  order  of  a  commander 
may  call  an  officer  to  one  station,  his  corporation 
duties  may  reouire  him  at  another,  and  possibly 
he  might  think  that  a  law  of  Congress  was  to  bie 
obeyed  in  preference  to  the  order  of  his  military 
superior. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  heretofore  said  enough  to 
evince  that  I  duly  appreciate  the  benevolent  oh* 

1*ect  of  the  proposed  institution.  I  hope,  sir,  that 
shall  not  be  misunderstood  or  misrepresented  on 
this  point.  As  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
those  who  fall  in  the  public  service,  I  think  their 
country  should  take  them  to  its  bosom  and  supply 
to  them  their  lost  parents  and  protectors.  As  to 
the  gallant  man  who  is  first  mentioned  in  the  bill 
on  your  table,  (Captain  Hull,)  did  it  depend  on 
me,  he  should  enjoy  riches  and  honor  while  he 
lives,  and  I  would  erect  a  monument  to  his  fflory 
after  his  death.  What  American  can  think  of 
what  he  has  done  for  his  cointry  without  emo- 
tions of  pride  and  gratitude  ?  Let  us  recollect  our 
situation  when  his  name  first  filled  the  public  ear; 
an  army  which  had  disgraced  us  by  its  vain 
boasting,  had  further  disgraced  us  by  a  shameful 
surrender — from  every  siae  we  only  heard  of  de- 
feat and  disaster.  The  American  eagle  seemed 
sleeping  on  her  perch.  The  thunder  of  the  Con- 
stitution was  heard.  The  Genius  of  America  was 
roused ;  she  hovered  over  our  banners,  and  hai^ 
bingered  them  to  victory.  Never  shall  I  forget 
the  feelings  of  the  moment  when  I  was  told  that 
one  of  the  fir  frigates,  so  contemned  in  the  British 
Parliament,  had  come  in  contact  with  the  wooden 
wall  of  old  England,  and  that  the  striped  bunting 
waved  triumphant  over  the  proud  Cross  of  St. 
Qeorge.  With  such  feelings,  sir,  I  can  harbor  no 
hostility  to  any  plan  which  might  better  the  con- 
dition of  our  Navy,  and  in  voting  against  this  bill, 
I  trust  it  will  be  believed  I  am  actuated  only  by 
a  sense  of  duty. 

Mr.  Fuller,  of  Massachusetts,  said  that,  being 
well  acquainted  with  the  liberal  sentiments  of  the 
gentleman  who  had  just  resumed  his*  seat,  (Mr. 
CoLDEN,)  in  regard  to  the  Navy,  he  had  been  the 
more  surprised  to  find  him  foremost  in  taking  ex- 
ceptions to  the  bill  now  under  consideration ;  a 
bill  so  laudable  in  its  purposes  and  so  unexcep- 
tionable in  all  its  bearings.  When,  on  a  former 
day,  he  TMr.  F.)  had  moved  for  its  consideration, 
the  gentleman  Irom  New  York  had  objected,  that 
some  of  the  functions  of  the  proposed  corporation 
were  to  be  performed  beyond  the  limits' of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  it  had  been  recommit- 


ted for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  objeeiiM, 
although  the  friends  of  the  bill  were  of  opioin 
that  the  objection  was  groundless.    Before  the 
amend  men  t^the  annual  elections  of  the  officers  of 
the  institution  were  to  be  held  at  the  niTaJ  sta- 
tions; and,  as  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  was  as  extensive^  by  the  CoostiiotioD,  on 
all  those  stations,  as  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, it  was  impossible  to  conceive  an  objec- 
tion to  authorizing  the  elections,  or  aov  otber 
corporate  act,  to  be  performed  there.  By  tbe 
amendment*  the  elections  are  left  to  be  adjusted 
by  the  by-lawv,  and  no  corporate  act  is  antkonzed 
beyond  the  limits  of  this  District;  bat,  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  the  members  to  choose  their 
ofi&cers  without  a  personal  attendance,  they  tie 
allowed  to  vote  by  proxy,  the  efiect  of  which  will 
be,  that  ofi&cers  on  the  several  stations,  or  on  dis- 
tant service,  will  send  their  letters  of  attorney,  or 
proxies,  to  their  friends  at  the  Seat  of  Gorera- 
ment,  and  wiU  either  designate  the  iodiTidoals 
they  prefer,  or  leave  it  to  the  discretion  of  \he\t 
agents  or  correspondents.    Very  little  ineoBTcni- 
ence  would  be  felt  by  such  an  arrangemciit,  and 
it  was  hoped  that  the  objections,  in  the  minds 
even  of  the  most  fastidious,  would  be  thus  re- 
moved.   It  seeme,  however,  that  this  attempt  has 
increased  the  difi&culties  in  the  mind  of  the  gen- 
tleman^  and  I  confess,  said  Mr.  P.,  that  I  was  fur 
some  time,  utterly  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  the 
pertinency  of  some  of  his  remarks,  or  to  accoont 
for  the  zeal  and  earnestness  which  he  has  dis- 
played in  opposition  to  the  bill.    At  last,  how- 
ever, the  solution  appeared :  The  gentleman  seemed 
to  believe  that  he  was  opposing  a  bank;  his  argu- 
ments tended  to  prove  that  a  hank  was  disguised 
under  the  humble  garb  of  a  charitable  instiiotioo; 
and  when  it  is  recollected  that  he  assailed  the 
National  Bank  almost  on  the  first  hoor  of  his 
taking  his  seat  in  this  House,  it  is  obvious  that 
every  thing  which  can  be  suspected  of  affioity  to 
such  a  portentous  institution,  must  encoaotei  the 
whole  energv  of  his  resistance.    It  may  be  n^ 
cessary  for  tne  friends  of  this  bill  to  assure  the 
gentleman  and  the  members  of  this  Hoose,  that 
the  objects  of  it  are  merely  charitable.    It  was 
originally  introduced  on  the  applicatioaof  a  lar^gc 
number  of  officers  of  all  the  several  giades  in  the 
Navy  and  Marine  Corps,  at  the  head  of  whom  is 
the  name  of  that  distingtjished  and  gallant  oflker, 
who,  on  board  the  Constitution  frigate,  first  broke 
the  charm  of  British  invincibility.    Other  officers 
of  distinction  are  among  the  number.   Bat  it 
must  be  admitted  that  much  the  greatest  propo^ 
tion  of  the  petitioners,  and  of  those  who  may  be 
expected  hereafter  to  become  members,  are  iroffi 
the  inferior  grades.    The  reason  is  obvious ;  while 
the  pay  and  emoluments  of  those  in  the  bigb^ 
ranks  of  service  may  place  them  in  a  condition  of 
comparative  independence,  the  officers  of  inferior 
grades  are  scarcely  able  to  provide  a  competent 
support  for  themselves  and  their  families.    vVb^ 
then,  must  be  the  destitute  condition  of  the  vid* 
ows  and  children,  or  other  dependent  connexioQ^ 
of  officers  who  die  in  the  service?    And  what 
officer  can  reflect,  without  deep  anxiety,  on  the 
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distress,  which  will  be  the  consequence  of  his 
death,  to  those  objects  of  bis  affection  ?  Sorely 
all  will  agree  that  it  is  a  most  commendable  effort 
ia  these  men  to  provide,  as  far  as  in  them  lies,  a 
remedy  for  so  deplorable  an  evil.  And  how  do 
these  petitioners  seek  to  accomplish  their  object  ? 
Not  bjr  asking  an  appropriation  of  moneys  from 
the  Treasurv,  "not  otherwise  appropriated;" — 
bat  bjr  regniar  and  moderate  contributions,  by 
thamvtiy  to  raise  a*  fund,  which  in  time  may  be 
adequate ;  contributions  which  many  will  be  able, 
from  their  slender  means,  to  afford,  but  which  the 
foaoger  officers,  not  being  encumbered  with  fam- 
ilies, will  be  induced  to  make,  by  retrenchment  of 
those  personal  expenses  which  may  well  be  dis- 
pensed with.  These  periodical  payments  will  be 
scarcely  inconvenient  to  far  the  greater  part  of  the 
membeny  and  they  will  thus  provide  a  fund,  which 
will  aford  the  assurance  to  every  officer,  when  he 
is  about  to  execute  the  most  perilous  enterprises  in 
the  service  of  his  Country,  that  his  devotion  to 
his  duty  will  not,  in  any  event,  bring  misery  upon 
his  helpless  family.  Thus,  without  expense,  or 
any  concession  by  the  Grovernment,  the  bill,  if 
adopted,  will  essentially  contribute  to  the  public 
advantage. 

Bat  the  gentleinan  has  strongly  urged  that  the 
proposed  act  is  neither  within  the  local  nor  gene- 
ral powers  of  the  Gkneral  Gtovernment  conferred 
by  the  Constitution ;  and  he  has  attempted  to  dis- 
tlngttisb  it  from  those  acts  of  incorporation  whicb 
have  been  granted  to  banks  and  other  institutions 
within  this  District.  The  difference,  however, 
will  be  found,  on  examination,  to  be  only  appa- 
^t^  and  to  amount  to  no  difference  in  principle. 
It  is  true,  that  the  officers  to  be  incorporated  are 
iistribated  through  all  the  States  in  the  Union, 
ptobably  ia  some  proportion  to  their  population, 
and  that  the  District  of  Columbia  is  the  '^  local 
habitation"  of  no  more  than  its  due  proportion. 
But,  sir,  the  object  of  the  institution  is  single;  all 
its  operations  require  that  it  should  be  fixed  in  one 
pUce,  and  the  Seat  of  Gk>vernmcnt  is,  in  all  re- 
snecls,  the  proper,  as  well  as  the  most  convenient 
place.  How,  then,  does  the  place  of  residence  of 
the  members  affect  the  right  of  Congress  to  incor- 
porate them  for  purposes  to  be  accomplished  by 
functions  performed  within  the  District  ?  For  1 
{hall  first  consider  the  Constitutional  power  of 
Dongress  on  the  ground  that  it  is  a  local  institu- 
ion  merely.  The  members  who  have  been  in- 
corporated as  bank  proprietors,  are  not  required 
i>y  any  of  the  acts,  which  I  have  seen,  to  be  citi- 
zens of  the  District ;  and  the  Columbian  College, 
ately  incorporated,  so  far  from  bein^  limited  in 
his  respect  to  citizens  of  the  District,  is  well 
uiown  to  comprehend  many  who  are  not  so ;  and 
trobabiy  far  the  ^eatest  number  of  its  members 
ind  officers  are  citizens  of  places  beyond  its  lim- 
ts.  It  has  not  been  alleged  that  these  acts  were 
tot  within  oar  Constitutional  power.  K  then, 
he  fact,  that  one,  or  two,  or  ten  members  of  those 
orporations  are  citizens  of  New  York  or  Phila- 
lelphia,  does  not  vitiate  the  acts  in  question,  then 
ny  greater  number  cannot  do  so.  The  real  cri- 
enon  is,  not  the  residence  of  the  members,  but 


the  locality  of  the  corporate  functions  of  the  in- 
stitution. 

But  the  gentleman  protests  strongly  asninst  any 
exercise  ofpower  by  Congress  over  the  District  of 
Columbia,  which  is  to  have  operation  beyond  it ; 
and  he  seems  to  think  that  Confess  ought  not  to 
legislate  "over"  the  District  with  the  same  lati- 
tude that  States  may  legislate  over  their  respect- 
ive territories,  lest  it  snould  not  appear,  with 
sufficient  clearness,  whether  their  legislation  is 
intended  to  be  local  or  general.  This  argument 
has  no  weight  in  my  mind,  and  it  would  be  a 
subject  of  regret  if  a  salutary  and  Constitutional 
act  should  be  defeated,  lest  the  courts  in  the  sev- 
eral States  should  be  puzzled  in  determining  whe- 
ther it  was  founded  on  the  general  or  local  powers 
of  the  General  Government.  I  have  thus  endea- 
vored to  trace  a  sufficient  power  for  our  present 
purpose  to  our  local  jurisdiction;  but  it  is  not  dif- 
ficult to  prove  that  this  act  may  be  passed  by  vir- 
tue of  the  general  powers  of  Congress. 

In  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
Constitution,  Congress  is  empowered  "  to  provide 
and  maintain  a  navy,"  and  "  to  make  rules  for  the 
ffovernment  and  regulation  of  the  land  and  naval 
forces."  This  comprehends  the  power  to  build 
ships  of  war,  and  to  enlist  and  pay  seamen ;  but 
it  aoes  not  necessarily  comprehend  the  power  to 
grant  pensions  to  the  relatives  of  those  who  die  in 
service :  yet  this  power  has  been  long  exercised, 
not  only  by  a  general  provision,  but  by  particular 
acts,  in  cases  not  comprehended  in  the  general 
law.  That  this  is  not  indispensably  necessary^  is 
evident,  because  the  navy  was  many  years  in  exist- 
ence, before  the  general  provision  was  adopted. 
It  is,  therefore,  a  power  incidental  to  the  general 
power  of  supportmg  a  navy,  which  implies  that 
the  best  means  may  be  adopted  for  the  purpose, 
and  among  those  means,  the  provision  for  the 
destitute  families  of  those  who  engaged  in  the 
service,  is  not  the  least  efficient.  The  present  bill 
is  of  the  same  nature,  conducive  to  the  same  end, 
and  by  means  far  less  objectionable,  as  involving 
no  expenditure  of  the  public  treasure.  Is  it  not, 
then,  conclusively  shown  that  the  general  power 
of  the  National  Government  will  sustain  us  in 
^ranting  the  incorporation  desired  ?  Nor  can  it 
be  any  objection  even  to  the  most  fastidious  guar- 
dian of  State  rights,  that  this  power  may  be  well 
sustained  on  both  grounds,  together,  or  on  each 
singly. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  says  the  States 
will  grant  the  act  required;  and  he  assures  us  that 
his  own  State  will  be  forward,  on  request,  to  give 
their  aid:  but,  if  the  residence  of  most  of  the 
members  in  other  parts  of  the  Union,  is  an  objec- 
tion to  an  incorporation  in  this  District,  it  must 
apply  in  nearly  equal  degree  to  any  individual 
State;  only  a  small  proportion  of  the  naval  offi- 
cers are  citizens  of  any  one  State,  and  it  might  be 
replied  to  their  petition  by  the  Legislature  of  a 
State,  "You  are  not  our  citizens:  you  are  not  our 

*  officers ;  we  have  no  peculiar  concern  in  your 
'  affairs ;  if  the  naval  service  of  your  country  is 

*  attended  with  peculiar  evils  to  your  families, 
^  you  ought  to  seek  the  remedy  at  the  hands  ot 
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'  the  Government  in  whose  service  you  are  en- 
<  gaged."  Such  an  answer  is  reasonable,  and 
ought  to  be  anticipated.  If  it  should  be  said  that 
each  State  could  incorporate  those  ofBicers  resi- 
dent within  its  limits,  it  is  evident  that  such  a 
multiplicity  of  corporations  and  subdivision  of 
the  funds  would  defeat  the  object,  and  be  utterly 
unmanageable. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mi.  Habdin^ 
objects  to  the  act  because  it  is  merely  a  ^'  color'' 
for  the  purpose  of  effecting  objects  different  from 
what  it  purports  to  effect.  I  hope  the  real  objects 
of  the  bill  are  sufficiently  obvious,  and  that  it  will 
be  admitted  they  are  laudable.  Lest,  however, 
the  gentleman  should  indulge  any  alarm  as  to  the 
purposes  which  might  be  accomplished  by  divert- 
ing the  funds  proposed  to  be  raised,  to  other  ob- 
jects than  those  avowed,  as  he  has  suggested,  I 
will  ask  his  attention  to  the  sources  from  whence 
those  funds  are  to  flow — the  quarterly  contribu- 
tions from  the  slender  pittance  of  the  officers  of 
the  Navy  and  Marine  Uorps,  and  those  chieffv  of 
the  inferior  grades.  As  the  stream  can  never  flow 
above  its  source,  the  gentleman's  apprehensions 
are  -certainly  groundless.  If,  however,  at  any 
future  dav,  it  should  appear  that  these  fears  are 
reallv  well  founded,  and  that  the  public  interest 
will  be  endangered  by  the  farther  continuance  of 
the  gigantic  powers  of  the  corporation,  the  remedy 
is  provided  bv  the  last  section  of  the  act;  the 
charter  may  Be  instantly  revoked.  This  is,  in- 
deed, a  power  which  might  be  tyrannically  exer- 
cised in  other  hands,  but  it  may  safely  be  intrust* 
ed  to  Congress,  and  I  would  not  fear  to  intrust  it 
even  to  its  present  opponents. 

Under  the  conviction,  therefore,  Mr.  Fuller 
said,  that  the  act  proposed  was  perfectly  within 
the  Constitutional  powers  of  Congress,  and  that 
it  was  not  merely  innocent  but  highly  advantage- 
ous in  its  tendency  to  the  public  service,  as  well 
as  most  laudable  in  the  individuals  who  were 
more  particularly  concerned,  he  earnestly  hoped 
it  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  be  was 
much  interested  in  the  fate  of  the  bill.  Its  object 
was  charitable,  and  the  motives,  which  actuated 
the  gallant  men  who  had  applied  for  it,  were  such 
as  every  member  on  the  floor  must  approve.  It 
must  be  admitted,  on  all  sides,  that  there  were  no 
persons  to  whom  the  nation  was  so  much  indebted 
as  the  officers  of  the  Navy.  They  had  not  only 
protected  our  commerce,  but  had  redeemed  our 
character,  and  caused  the  American  name  to  be 
felt  and  feared  in  the  most  distant  latitudes. 
Surely,  then,  an  application  by  them  for  our  aid, 
in  raising  a  benevolent  society,  whose  object  was 
to  support  their  wives  and  children,  when  left  poor 
and  comfortless,  must  meet  in  every  liberal  mind 
with  the  warmest  encouragement.  But,  however 
warmly  he  felt  this  sentiment — however  alive  his 
sympathies  mi^ht  be  to  the  object  of  the  bill,  Mr. 
M.  said  he  coiud  not  give  it  his  support  in  its  pre- 
sent shape.  It  was  clearly  unconstitutional.  Ac- 
cording to  the  bill,  the  incorporation  was  to  be 
general  in  its  operation;  its  jurisdiction  was  to 
extend  over  the  whole  United  States;  and  its  cor- 


porate powers,  like  those  of  the  National  Bank,  to 
operate  and  be  recognised  in  every  part  of  the 
Union.  The  doctrine  concerning  our  right  to  cre- 
ate corporations,  had  been  laid  down  with  great 
ability  by  the  first  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
had  been  so  freouently  confirmed  by  successive  de- 
cisions of  this  House^  as  to  become  the  common 
law  of  the  land.  No  one  would  now  contend, 
that  we  had  generally  a  right  to  create  corpora- 
tions. They  were  admitted,  and  to  be  ju&iified 
only  under  the  restrictions  of  the  last  clause  of 
that  section  of  the  Constitution  which  enumerates 
the  powers  of  Congress.  Where  a  corporation  is 
political  in  its  character — ^where  it  is  esseotially 
necessary  to  the  execution  of  a  power  expressly 
vested  in  us — where  that  power  could  not  be  ex- 
ercised to  full  eflect  without  the  existence  of  such 
a  corporation,  there,  and  there  alone,  are  we  jus- 
tifiable in  creating  it.  It  was  on  this  principle 
that  the  National  Bank  had  been  establi^ihed. 
Such  an  institutioa  was  found  necessary  to  the 
correct  management  of  our  fiscal  concerns;  in 
peace  and  in  war  the  Qovemment  would  be  feeUe 
without  it.  According  to  this  rule,  can  we  con- 
stitutionally create  the  corporation,  as  described  in 
the  bill?  We  cannot.  Is  it  political  in  its  char- 
acter ?  No.  It  is  a  society  of  private  charity,  in- 
tended to  benefit  the  wives  and  children  of  deceased 
officers,  who  have  no  more  connexion  with  the  Grov- 
ernment  than  the  wives  and  children  of  any  othei 
persons.  Will  it  subserve  to  the  execution  of  any 
of  our  enumerated  powers  ?  This  surely  ca  nnot  be 
pretended.  He  was  clearly  of  opinion,  tho'efore 
that  we  cannot,  as  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  in  our  capacity  as  national  legislators, 
grant  the  charter  described  in  the  bill.  But  can 
we  grant  it  as  the  local  le^slature  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  ?  Mr.  M.  said  he  would  endeavor  to 
show  that  we  could  not,  in  its  present  shape;  but 
if  the  amendments  which  he  had  risen  to  propose, 
were  adopted,  he  thought  it  would  theii  be  legal, 
and  miffht  be  passed. 

Mr.  M.  said,  he  perfectly  accorded  with  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  nlentucky,  (Mr.  Has- 
oiN,)  that  we  could  exercise  oy&  the  people  oS 
this  District  any  power  of  legblation  which  the 
States  could  exercise  within  their  respective  limits. 
Have  the  States  a  right  to  create  corporations  of 
any  character  and  for  any  purpose?  Certainly. 
But  such  corporations  have  no  jurisdiction  any 
where  else.  When  they  are  recognised  as  corpo- 
rate  bodies  in  the  courts  of  sister  States^  it  is  not 
of  right,  but  from  courtesy.  He  had  been  informed 
by  a  most  enlightened  and  respectable  member  of 
the  West,  that,  by  a  judicial  decision  in  Kentucky, 
the  bank  of  a  sister  State  could  not  sue  within  rhe 

i'urisdiction  of  that  State,  in  its  corporate  capacity. 
t  was  necessary  that  the  action  should  be  brought 
in  the  names  of  the  individual  stockholders,  lie 
was  informed  from  another  quarter,  that  a  simile 
decision  had  been  made  in  Virginia.  Mr.  Mitcb- 
£LL  said,  he  was  not  lawyer  enough  to  give  an 
opinion  o;i  this  subject ;  but  he  had  too  high  a  re- 
spect for  these  authorities  to  suppose  the  decisions 
incorrect.  Taking  this  for  granted,  the  corpora* 
tion  described  in  the  bill  is  unconstitutional,  be- 
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cause,  in  the  first  seetioa,  it  is  wsted  with  power 
to  brio£  suit  in  its  corporate  capacity  in  any  court 
of  the  United  States:  Whereas,  Congress,  as  the 
local  legislature  of  the  District,  has  no  right  to 

creates  corporation  for  private  purposes  having 
more  extensive  jurisdiction  than  the  corporations 
created  by  the  States.  He  would  presently  intro- 
duce an  amendment  to  confine  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  corporation  to  the  limits  of  the  District ;  and, 
if  it  Fhould  be  adopted  by  the  House,  the  bill  in 
tbis  respect  miff ht  pass,  as  its  unconstitutionality 
would  be  cured.  The  honoraUe  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Coldbn,^  had  objected  to  the 
charter,  because  the  capital  was  not  limited,  nor 
located  within  the  District  of  Columbia.  Mr. 
Mitchell  said,  he  considered  these  objections 
well  founded,  and  to  remove  them,  he  would  sub- 
mit an  amendment  to  satisfy  the  ffeatleman  on 
these  points.  If,  then,  the  powers  of  the  corpora- 
tion snoald  be  confined  to  tne  District  of  Colum- 
bia; if  the  capital  should  be  located  within  its 
limits ;  if  its  amount  should  be  prescribed  and 
determined,  he  could  not  conceive  a  single  objec- 
tion to  the  bill ;  and  with  the  warmest  sincerity 
he  hoped  it  might  pass. 

Mr.  Mitchell  then  submitted  two  amendments: 
one  to  limit  the  capital  to  the  sum  of  9200,000 ; 
aod  to  locate  it  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and, 
another,  to  enaUe  the  corporalion  to  bring  suits 
in  courts  having  competent  jurisdiction ;  Mth  of 
which  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Gilmer,  of  (Georgia,  said,  he  perfeellv  ac- 
corded with  the  gentleman  from  Bouth  Caroltna, 
(Mr.  MiTCBELL,)  in  regard  to  corporations.  The 
United  States,  he  contended,  have  no  power  to 
incorporate  Associations  for  any  general  purpose 
whatever.  There  is  but  one  other  power  to  cover 
such  a  bill  as  this,  and  that  is  the  power  of  exer- 
cising exclusive  legislation  over  this  District. 
What  is  the  object  of  all  Qovernment  ?  To  se- 
cure and  protect  the  rights  of  persons  living  with- 
in the  territory  over  which  tnat  Government  is 
established.  Mr.  G.  then  contended  that  Coasress 
can  create  no  corporation,  under  its  power  of  ez- 
clusire  legislation  in  this  District,  the  object  of 
which  is  not  to  secure  and  protecC  the  rights  of 
citizens  within  the  District  of  Coliunbia.  It  is 
either  under  this  power,  or  it  is  under  the  suppo- 
sition of  a  general  power,  that  this  bill  is  presented 
to  the  House.  Upon  the  face  of  ihis  bill,  the  ob- 
ect  of  the  proposed  corporation  iS  a  general  one. 
h  far  as  it  is  general,  and  intended  to  operate 
without  this  District,  its  passage  would  be  in  vio- 
lation of  the  powers  of  this  Government  As  far 
as  the  amendment  proposed,  went,  he  was  in  favor 
of  it,  but  he  wished  it  to  be  made  broader,  &c. 

fMr.  M.  then  modified  his  amendment,  which 
▼as  then  agreed  to.] 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  made  remarks  at 
some  length  in  favor  of  the  bill,  which  are  not 
here  inserted,  because  he  expressed  himself  to  the 
same  effect,  but  more  at  large,  on  the  next  day. 
1^  Mr.  Hardin,  of  Kentucky,  made  some  further 
remarks  in  opposition  to  the  oill. 

The  question  was  not  taken,  when,  on  motion, 
the  House  adjourned. 
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TcE»DAT,  January  7. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Vermont, 
Charles  Rich,  and  from  North  Carolina,  Lemuel 
Sawyer,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

The  rule  of  the  House  this  day  took  effect, 
which  limits  the  presentation  of  petitions,  after 
thirty  days  from  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, to  Mondays.  No  petition  of  course  was  pre- 
sented this  day. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
received  yesterdavt  in  relation  to  the  laws  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SooTT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  recommitted  the  bill  enabling 
the  claimants  to  lands  within  the  limits  of  the 
Terrilory  of  Missouri,  to  institute  proeeedings  to 
try  the  valid itv  of  the  claims,  reported  a  new  bill 
to  enable  the  nolders  of  incomplete  French  and 
Spanish  titles  to  lands  within  that  part  of  the  late 
provinee  of  Louisiana,  which  is  now  comprised 
within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  to  in- 
stitute proceedings  to  try  the  validity  thereof^  and 
to  obtain  complete  titles  for  the  same,  when  found 
to  be  valid  $  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  House  then  proceded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Mitchell,  of 
South  Carolina,  on  the  31st  ultimo,  in  relation  to 
surgeons  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  same  being  again  read,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EuBTis,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  John 
Groodall,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McCoy's  resolution,  yesterday  laid  on  the 
table,  requesting  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
report  the  amount  of  all  fines  assessed  upon  the 
citizens  of  the  State  of  YirgtBia,  for  the  non-per- 
formance of  militia  duty,  during  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  and  what  expenses  the  United 
States  have  incurred  in  such  assessment,  with  the 
amount  that  has  been  collected  by  the  Marshals, 
and  paid  over  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
Stat^  or  otherwise  accounted  for,  was  considered 
and  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Allen,  of  Tennessee, 
also,  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  me  Treasury  for 
information  relative  to  a  loan  of  9100,000  made 
to  Scott,  Thornton,  and  White,  late  city  commis- 
sioners, and  the  time  when,  and  authority  under 
which  the  loan  was  made,  the  conditions  to  be 
performed,  and  the  accountabilit^r  secured  ;  how 
mr  the  same  has  been  complied  with,  and  the  dif- 
ficulties exbting  to  its  settlement  with  the  Trea- 
sury accounting  ofiScers,  was  taken  up  and  adopted. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Denison, 
likewise  requesting  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  report  the  time  to  which  the  acoounts  of  the 
General  Post  Office  have  been  rendered  to  the 
Treasury  Department,  and  settled,  and  the  differ- 
ences existing  between  contracts  for  transporting 
the  mails,  and  the  amount  paid  on  thaw  oontnet^ 
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epecifiying  cases  in  which  such  difference  is  found, 
was  taken  up,  and  also  adopted. 

On  motionof  Mr.  Mitchell,  of  South  Carolina, 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  were  directed  to 
inquire  mto  the  expediency  of  erecting  a  light- 
house or  heacon  on  Cape  Remain,  between  the 
ports  of  Greorgetown  and  Charleston,  in  the  State 
of  South  Carolina. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hill.,  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  building  a  lighthouse  on  Great  Duck  Isl- 
and, near  Mount  Desert,  on  the  eastern  coast  of 
Maine. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  William  Smith,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  discon- 
tinuinff  the  post  route  from  Lewis  Courthouse  to 
Nicholas  Courthouse,  in  Viriginia. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  was,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table ; 
and  the  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  a  partial  appropri- 
ation for  the  support  of  (Government;  and;  no  ob- 
jection being  made  to  it,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  which  was 
subsequently  done,  and  the  bill  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  An  act  appropriating  moneys  for  the 
purpose  of  repairing  the  National  Road  fromCum- 
beriand  to  Wheeling;  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Robert  Purdy;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Nichols;  and  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 
Seward ;  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing communications  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  viz: 

1.  A  report  on  the  petition  of  William  Mahy, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

2.  Transmitting  a  statement  of  the  expenditure 
and  application  of  all  such  sums  of  moneys  as 
have  Deen  drawn  from  the  Treasury  on  account 
of  the  Navy,  from  1st  October,  1821,  to  the  30th 
of  June,  1822 ;  and  the  unexpended  balances  of 
former  appropriations  remaining  in  the  Treasury 
on  the  1st  of  Octo])er,  1821 ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

3.  Transmitiing  an  abstract  exhibiting  the  ex- 
penditures under  the  head  of  "Contingent  Ex- 
penses," for  the  vear  ending  on  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1822 ;  wnich  received  the  same  direction. 

4.  Transmittine  a  printed  copy  of  the  Rules 
and  Regulations  lor  the  Naval  Service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  prepared  under  the  authority  of  an  act 
of  the  7th  of  February,  1815,  with  such  alterations 
Und  additions  as  have  been  deemed  necessary, 
communicated  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
23d  ultimo;  which  received  a  similar  disposition. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Postmaster  General,  transmitting  a  list 
of  the  persons  employed  in  the  General  Post  Office 
as  clerks,  in  the  year  1822,  with  the  compensation 
of  each ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 


CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  follov- 
ing  letter  from  the  Postmaster  Greneral : 

Gehxbal  Post  Officx,  Jan,  7, 1823. 

8iB :  Id  obedience  to  a  resolation  of  the  Hook  of 
Represents tiTes,  passed  the  31st  December,  relating  to 
the  stste  and  condition  of  the  Camberland  Road,  the 
obstacles  (existing)  lo  the  safe  and  speedy  trtiwporta- 
tion  of  the  United  States  mail  on  said  road,  end  wbtt 
effect  they  may  hrre,  if  not  remoTed,  on  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  Post  Office  Department,  I  have  the  hoaor 
to  communicate  that,  in  the  month  of  November  lot, 
I  passed  over  the  whole  of  that  road,  and,  tnTeUiai 
only  by  daylight,  was  enabled  to  obeenre  ite  etate  tii 
condition,  which  I  attentively  did. 

The  western  (being  the  newest)  part  of  ths  roed,  k 
in  a  minous  state,  and  becoming  rapidly  impaiicd. 

In  some  places  the  bed  of  the  road  is  cut  through  bj 
wheels,  making  cavities  which  continually  incretit 
and  retain  water,  which,  by  sofleniog  the  road,eoa* 
tribute  to  the  enlargement  of  the  cavities ;  in  oihcn, 
the  road  is  much  injured,  by  the  sliding  dovo  of 
earth  and  rocks  from  the  elevated  hills,  and  bf  tht 
falling  off  of  paru  of  the  road  down  steep  and  precipi- 
tous declivities  of  several  hundred  feet ;  lo  mach 
abridging  the  width  of  the  road,  that  two  etniages 
cannot  peas  each  other. 

Obstacles  do  realty  exist  to  the  safe  and  specdj 
transportation  of  the  United  States  mall  upon  that 
road.  The  mail  oontraclors  have  sometiaes  htea  ne- 
cessitated to  remove  them  before  the  mail  ooold  pass 
on ;  and  such  delay  produced,  that  the  mail  sta|fs 
have  in  some  instances  been  nnsble  to  reach  their  point 
of  arrival  in  due  season  to  deliver  over  the  mail,  asd 
consequently  producing  failures. 

If  these  obstacles  are  suffered  to  exist  and  inoeaic. 
the  great  Western  mail  must  be  transported  on  Icogtb- 
ier,  oblique,  and  circuitous  roads,  which  will  retail 
the  expedition  of  the  msil,  and  considerably  enhance 
the  expenditure  of  the  Post  Office  Department 

The  Cumberland  Road,  so  interesting  to  the  nstioB, 
will,  in  my  opinion,  formed  by  observstiona  when  upoo 
it,  oesse  to  be  useful  unless  repaired.  That  part  of 
the  road  contiguous  to  Cumberland,  and  the  ohJest,  is 
in  a  tolerably  good  condition,  because  it  has  been  aca- 
sonsbly  end  judiciously  repaired ;  which  repair  was 
true  economy  in  the  preservstion  of  the  road. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  J.  L.  Skinner,  Esq.,  an  iotel- 
ligsnt  and  practical  gentleman,  on  the  subject  of  that 
road;  also,  another  from  George  Doweon,  Esq.,  a 
gentleman  of  much  respectability. 

I  have  the  honor  t«)  be,  d^. 

RETURN  J.  MEIG8,  Jr 
Hon.  FaiLip  P.  BAaaoua,  Speaker  Bih  Repa. 

The  letter  was  read,  and,  with  the  eoclosores, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTION,  dkc. 

The  joint  resolution  of  Mr.  A.  Smttb,  of  Vir- 
ginia, proposing  several  amendments  to  the  Coo- 
stitution,  to  disqualify  for  holding  office  all  per- 
sons who  shall  be  members  of  the  House  of  Rep> 
resentatives,  at  the  time  of  an  election  of  Presideot 
of  the  United  States^  dbc,  was  read  a  second  timt. 

Mr.  A.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  rose,  and  said  (^( 
he  would  very  briefly  state  the  reasons  which  ia- 
duced  him  to  offer  this  amendment  to  the  Coosti^ 
tution.    He  admitted  that  a  nation  ought  not  fre- 
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queoily  to  alter  iu  fundamental  laws.  But  as  no 
wisdom  could  foresee  all  defects  in  a  form  of  gov- 
cromeot;  when  those  defects  shall  appear,  and 
especislljT  when  they  shall  appear  during  the 
yoQtliof  anation,  and  threaten  to  produce  perni- 
ciotB  coDsequences,  it  would  not  be  prudent  to 
Kfm  to  amend  them.  And  there  is  a  difference, 
he  <aid,  between  altering  the  provisions  actually 
sadeby  the  Constitution,  and  adding,  by  wav  of 
ameodoieot,  snch  farther  provisions  as  time  shall 
prore  to  be  required. 

The  Constitution  had,  he  said,  been  but  twelve 
veaniii  operation  when  a  person  was  nearly  made 
President  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
whofD  the  people  had  not  given  a  single  vote 
witb  iotention  that  he  should  fill  that  office.  An 
ame&dioe&t  has  been  made  to  the  Constitution, 
pforjdiog  against  the  recurrence  of  such  an  event ; 
ud  dijs  fthows  that  do  foresi^t  can  be  relied  on 
liut  is  not  the  result  of  experience. 

It  Qow  appears  probable  that  it  will  frequently 
happen  that  the  choice  of  Pnesident  will  be  made 
^  the  House  of  Representatives.  And.  it  has 
been  shown  that,  as,  in  making  this  choice,  the 
Toiewili  be  given  by  States,  thirty-one  Represent- 
aiiYeoBtof  two  hundred  and  twelve,  represent- 
lag  a  liule  more  than  one-seventh  part  of  the 
pejple,  may  choose  a  President.  Ten  Represent- 
atiresmiy  give  the  vote  of  seven  States. 
[do  not,  said  he,  propose  to  alter  even  that  pro- 
mioQ  of  the  Constitution ;  but  I  propose  to  pre- 
veoi  some  of  the  mischiefs  to  which  that  provision 
maDifesilv  tends.  The  mischiefs  I  apprehend  are 
these:  That  the  lime  may  arrive  when  the  wealth 
ud  population  of  the  nation,  beinj^  greatly  in- 
crnsed,  the  power  and  patronage  of  the  Exeeu- 
ti^e  maj  be  also  greatly  increased ;  and  the  Presi- 
^tial  Chair  may  consequently  become  more  de- 
ferable than  it  now  is  in  the  eyes  of  ambitious 
oea.  The  President  having  the  appointment  of 
9il  the  eiril  and  military  officers  or  the  United 
States  and  foreign  Ministers,  and  power  to  re- 
tnoTc  the  whole  except  the  judges,  this  will  cn- 
auKhim  to  confer  wealth  and  power  on  those  to 
^Koni  he  shall  be  indebted  for  his  elevation. 
JtiQSjthe  offices  within  the  grant  of  ihePresi- 
<^^otwill  supply,  with  the  means  of  amply  re- 
i^ardiog  bis  Electors,  any  man  whose  name  should 
tt  loond  among  the  three  highest  on  the  list  of 
^t?  ^''^  ^^  ^^®  Electoral  Colleges,  and  who 
ml  have  no  scruples  to  prevent  him  from  hold- 
'ij§  oQt  to  those  wno  will  support  him  the  promise 
of  rewards.  Thus  the  more  lax  the  principles  of 
the  man  the  greater  the  advantage  which  he  will 
oenrefrom  this  situation  of  things. 

^m  the  interest  which  the  next  Presidential 
^eciioQ  already  excites  throughout  the  nation,  it 
a  maaifest  that  these  elections  of  President  are, 
ta  tune  to  come,  to  endanger  the  tranquillity,  per- 
^f^  the  peace,  perhaps  the  Constitution,  of  the 
^DUed  Sutes.  A  Throne,  said  Mr.  S.,  is  a  great 
^^QiptatioQ.  Seldom  have  those  who  saw  a  scep- 
<re  wiihia  their  reach  failed  to  endeavor  to  grasp 
ii;  althoagh,  before  they  could  secure  it,  crimes 
^Q6t  be  committed,  and  blood  flow  in  torrents. 
We  need  not,  said  Mr.  S.,  consult  the  history  of 


former  times.  If  Louis  XVIII.  could  see,  with 
joy,  France  conquered  and  despoiled  by  foreign 
armies,  because  a  consequence  thereof  was,  that 
he  should  occupy  the  Throne  of  that  country  for 
a  few  years  of  nis  old  age,  can  we  doubt  that  some 
candidate  for  the  Presidential  Chair  of  this  sreat 
Republic  will  be  found  disposed  to  use  all  the 
power  of  the  office  of  President  as  a  means  of 
obtaining  the  first  situation  in  his  country?  Call 
the  office  what  you  will,  he  who  fills  it  is  elected 
for  years  to  a  seat  in  which  he  exercises  Kingly 
power. 

The  amendment  which  I  offer,  said  Mr.  S.,  will 
remove  from  the  election,  or  choice  of  President, 
the  influence  arising  from  the  desire,  expectation,  • 
or  hope,  of  office.  I  anticipate  from  it  very  bene- 
ficial effects  in  securing  the  purity  and  tranquillity 
of  those  most  important  elections.  The  exclusion 
of  a  small  number  of  citizens  which  will  not,  at 
the  next  election,  exceed  260,  if  an  election  is 
made  by  the  Electors,  or  212  if  the  choice  shall 
be  made  by  the  Representatives,  cannot  be  in  any 
wise  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  United 
States.  Some  have  proposed  to  exclude  from  of- 
fice, at  all  times,  members  of  Congress.  I  do  not 
a^ree  to  that  proposition — not  seeing  any  snffl-  . 
ctent  motive  for  creating  such  a  disability — but  I 
would  exclude  the  Representatives  whenever  they 
shall  have  been  Electors  of  a  President.  Mr.  S. 
concluded  by  entreating  the  members  of  the  House, 
who  might  expect  to  be  in  the  next  Congress,  to 
prepare  their  minds  to  make  this  sacrifice  to  the 
welfare  of  their  country,  and  thereby  secure,  as 
far  as  practicable,  the  purity  of  the  Government 
and  the  durability  of  the  Constitution,  d^. 

Mr.  S.  then  moved  to  commit  the  resolution  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union:  which  was  agreed  to. 

NAVAL  PRATERNAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  incorporate  the  United  Sutes  Naval 
Fraternal  Association. 

Mr.  Archbb,  of  Virginia  took  the  floor.  He 
began  his  remarks  bv  protesting  against  the  influ- 
ence attempted  to  be  enlisted  in  support  of  the 
bill,  from  the  connexion  of  the  naval  officers  with 
it  He  alluded  to  the  admiration  of  the  naval 
officers,  which  had  become  identified  with  the 
patriotic  feeling  of  the  country,  and  which  was  to 
be  ascribed,  he  said,  not  exclusively  to  their  achieve- 
ments, but  in  part  to  the  qualities  manifested  by 
the  application  for  the  bill,  their  humanity,  the 
sure  associate  of  chivalrous  sentiment,  and  their 
fraternal  attachment,  the  source  of  much  of  that 
pride  of  character  for  which  they  were  distin- 
guished. To  a  bill  addressing  the  appeal  which 
this  did  to  feeline,  there  was  but  one  considera- 
tion strong  enough  to  induce  resistance,  and  that 
was  derived  from  the  questionable  character  of 
the  power,,  the  exercise  of  which  its  adoption 
would  involve.  If  this  were  the  character,  Mr.  A. 
said,  of  the  power ;  if  there  existed  a  well-ground- 
ed doubt  or  our  competency  to  grant  the  boon 
which  was  requested,  without  a  violation  of  the 
trust  under  wnich  we  exercised  legislation ;  if 
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hazard  were  to  be  ineurred  in  conceding  the  ap- 
plicatioD,  by  which  the  interest  of  an  inconsider- 
able number  of  persons  would  be  consulted,  of 
impairing  that  highest  interest  of  an  incalculable 
number — their  interest  in  the  Constitution ; — the 
naval  officers  would  be  the  loudest  to  applaud  the 
opposition  to  the  bill.  They  were  tne  last  to 
accept  a  personal  boon  at  the  price  of  detriment, 
or  the  hazard  of  it,  to  their  country. 

The  question  Mr.  A.  had  considered  as  confined 
to  the  particular  character  of  the  exercise  of  the 
power  of  incorporation  proposed  by  the  bill,  with- 
out involrin^  any  discussion  of  a  general  power 
of  this  kind  in  the  Government.  He  understood, 
however,  his  friend  from  Delaware  (Mr.  McLane) 
to  contend  for  the  general  power.  [Mr.  McLane 
explained.]  Mr.  A.  expressed  his  satisfaction  at 
the  explanation,  from  the  regret  he  should  have 
in  seeing  his  friend  the  advocate  of  erroneous 
opinions,  in  relation  to  a  subject  so  important  as 
the  construction  of  the  powers  of  the  Government. 
And  there  were  few  opinions,  he  thought,  in  re- 
lation to  the  subject,  more  erroneous  than  that 
which  imputed  to  the  Gbvernment  the  power  he 
had  alluded  to.  It  stood  condemned  as  a  deriva- 
tion from  implication,  not  only  by  its  important 
and  substantive  eharacter,but  by  the  further  attri- 
bute of  its  peculiar  fertility  of  incidents.  And  if 
the  doctrine  could  obtain,  flfr.  A.  said,  of  the  de- 
rivation, in  an  incidental  character,  of  powers 
qualified  to  become  themselves  the  sources  of  other 
incidental  powers,  there  would  be  no  limit  to,  nor 
any  safety  under,  the  sweep  of  this  constractive 
interpretation. 

Mr.  A.  proceeded  toinqnire  into  the  character 
of  the  corporation  which  it  was  proposed  to  es- 
tablish. Would  it  be  a  eorporetion,  he  asked,  for 
the  District  of  Columbia  or  for  the  Union^and 
testify  the  exercise  of  a  local  or  a  general  power 
of  legislation  ?  It  was  by  the  result  of  this  ques- 
tion of  construction  that  the  character  of  the  bill, 
as  respected  constitutionality,  vtbs  to  be  decided. 
He  adverted  to  the  tests  which  had  been  suggest- 
ed for  determining  this  jurisdiction  of  the  corpo- 
ration; the  correctness  of  which  he  denied;  and 
it  was  to  the  mistake  in  this  respect^  he  thought 
the  error  of  the  opinion  which  mamtained  the 
Constitutional  character  of  this  exercise  of  power 
was  to  be  ascribed.  The  residence  of  the  mem- 
bers or  persons  forming  the  corporation,  by  their 
association,  did  not  supply  this  test  of  the  juris- 
diction of  the  corporation.  These  persons  might 
reside  in  part  or  altogether  in  a  dimrent  country 
and  political  dominion  from  that  which  compre- 
hended the  corporation.  Neither  did  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  place  in  which  the  functions  required 
for  the  conduct  of  the  corporation  were  performcKi, 
necessarily  describe  its  proper  jurisdiction.  The 
corporation  was  distinguishame  both  from  the 
persons  who  contributed  to  form  and  the  persons 
who  administered  its  functions.  Their  spheres  of 
residence,  therefore,  were  not  necessarily  the  same 
as  respected  legal  jurisdiction.  The  corporation, 
though  formed  by  the  association  of  natural  per- 
sons, and  put  in  motion  by  their  agency,  formed 
what  was  called  an  artificial  legal  person — chat 


is  to  say,  a  mere  capacity  or  body  of  legd  capaci- 
ties of  action.    To  what  legal  jurLsdktioii  coold 
this  artificial  person  be  considered  as  beloogiogl 
Manifestly  to  that  in  which  it  enjoyed  its  life- 
that  is  to  say,  in  which  it  had  its  <^ntion.  Its 
legal  action  constituted  its  existence.    Wbererer 
this  action  extended,  there  it  must  reside;  and  to 
the  political  jurisdiction  which  controlled  this 
sphere  of  action  it  must  belong.    It  was  to  the 
proper  regular  action  of  the  corporation,  howefei 
— that  which  resulted  from  the  design  of  its  iosti- 
tutioD — that  this  remark  applied.  Any  imegulai 
action,  not  comprehended  m  this  design,  did  cot 
fall  within  the  just  sense  of  the  operation.   It  was 
the  sphere  of  its  appointed  and  proper  operatioo. 
then,  which  pointed  out  the  legal  [mce  and  jaris- 
diction  of  a  corporation.    This  i  urisdiction  mighi 
be  the  same  or  larger  than  that  in  which  the 
functions  of  the  corporation  were  jperformed,  it 
the  election  of  the  authority  from  which  the  corpo- 
ration emanated,  according  to  its  peculiar  design. 
There  was  no  greater  necessity  for  confnijig  the 
operation,  or  considering  it  as  confined,  to  the 
particular  district  of  municipal  jurisdictioD,  than 
the  particular  city  or  house  in  which  the  fanc- 
tions  of  the  corporation  were  required  to  be  pet- 
formed.    The  obstacle  to  just  apprehension  pro- 
ceeded from  not  distinguishing  with  sufficient 
clearness  the  <^ration  from  the  functions—tbe 
operation,  though  reqoicing  the  exercise  of  ihe 
functions  for  its  production,  constituting  thebeinj 
of  the  corporation,  and  defining  therefore  its  rea- 
dence  as  req>eoted  legal  jurisdiction.    The  oper- 
ation, as  was  obvious,  might  flow  to  a  distastt 
indefinitely  remote  from  its  source.    It  was  the 
extent  of  this  flow  which  determined  the  limitsot 
the  jurtadietion  to  which  it  belonged.    If  a  ques- 
tion arose,  therefore,  whether  a  given  limit  of 
jurisdiction  would  be  transcended  by  the  estah- 
lishment  of  a  particular  corporation,  the  extent 
intoided  to  be  given  to  the  operation  of  the  cor- 
poration, supplied  the  test  by  which  it  was  to  be 
decided,    if  the  operation  were  intended  toreadi 
beyond  this  limit,  then  the  boundary  of  the  au- 
thority was  transgressed. 

Here,  then,  Mr.  A.  said,  was  a  clear  criterion 
established,  for  ascertaining  the  local  or  genera! 
character  c»  the  corporation,  established  under  ihr 
complex  jurisdtctioa  of  Congress,  as  the  Legisia 
ture  of  the  District,  and  the  Union.    If  tbe  tes 
were  a  just  one,  it  would  reat^ve  all  difficoJties 
Let  it  be  applied  to  the  case  of  the  corporation  an 
der  consideration.    The  scope  of  its  intended  o*' 
oration  was  the  tast  of  the  character  of  the  coi 
ration.     What  was  the  scope  of  the  inten 
q>eration  of  this  corporation  ?    Was  it  intend 
to  have  its  efltct,  to  realize  its  ends  ia  the  Distric 
of  Columbia  ?    He  would  not  ask  whether  t 
exclusive  operation  whieh  would  be  necessary 
give  validity  to  the  exercise  of  power,  was  an 
material  part  of  it  contemplated  m  the  District 
Might  it  not,  with  truth,  be  affirmed,  that  tfi 
whole  real,  he  did  not  apeak  of  the  nominal  ^i 
ation,  was  contemplated  beyond  the  limits  ci  tne 
District  1    Was  the  allegation  of  incoipo^^ 
for  the  District  any  diing  more,  '  ~ 
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fictloQ  to  gi^t  jarisdiction  ?    The  beneficial  ef> 
feels,  ihe  fruits  of  the  power,  the  moving  consid- 
erations to  the  creation  of  the  corporation,  were 
xo  be  realized  beyond  the  District  ?    The  friends 
of  the  bill  would  not  deny  this.    They  would  not 
den/  that  the  establishment  of  the  corporation 
would  be  a  matter  of  indifference,  if  its  effects 
were  to  be  restricted  to  the  limits  of  the  District. 
Were  they  treating  our  understandings  fairly, 
theD,  in  requiring  us  to  characterize  this  instita- 
tioQ  as  a  mere  corporation  for  the  District  ?    Mr. 
A.  said  that  this  appeared  to  him  to  be  so  far  from 
a Jnst  description,  that  he  was  compelled  to  re- 
amrm  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  Hardin,)  that  the  idea  of  incorpora- 
tioQ  for  the  District  was  colorable  only,  and  that 
the  measure  inrolved  in  its  real  character  the  at- 
laiomeot,  indirectly,  of  an  end,  which  there  was 
DO  direct  power  to  attain.    He  spoke  of  the  effect 
and  the  character  only,  not  its  motives,  disclaim- 
log  all  intention  of  personal  imputation.    If  gen- 
tlemen could  be  induced  to  view  the  bill  ki  the 
Wghi  which  he  did,  he  had  no  doubt  of  their  con- 
currence with  him  in  rejecting  it.    That  this  was 
the  true  view  of  it,  he  must  continue  to  main- 
tain ;  and  that  the  effect  of  its  adoption  would, 
therefore,  be  an  elusion  of  the  restriction,  which 
was  not  denied  to  exist  in  the  powers  of  tne  Gtov- 
emmcni,  in  this  respect. 

Mr.  A.  proceeded  to  adduce  illustrations  of  his 
riew,  that  the  general  character  of  the  proposed 
corporaiion  was  demonstrated  by  its  general  oper- 
itioD,  and  that  its  establishment  couul  not,  there- 
fore, be  Constitutional.  The  Government  itself 
R^s  a  corporation  with  the  seat  of  performance  of 
ts  functions  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  but  it 
vas^  notwithstanding  this  position  of  the  seat  of 
ts  functions^  the  Uovernment  of  the  United 
States,  from  its  operation  on  the  United  States. 
The  acts  of  Congress,  though  passed  in  the  city 
•f  Washington,  were  the  laws  of  the  United 
States.  The  criterion  on  which  his  friend  from 
Maware  had  relied,  as  evincing  the  local  charao- 
er  of  this  corporation,  that  the  orders  for  the  dis- 
bursement of  Its  funds  would  have  to  be  made  in 
he  District,  wa«  fallacious.  The  local  or  general 
haracter  of  the  corporation  was  to  be  determined 
f  its  operation,  not  its  functions,  and  the  orders 
or  disbursement  of  its  funds,  made  a  part  of  its 
uoctions,  and  not  its  operation.  It  was  the  ap- 
iication  of  its  funds  which  constituted  its  oper- 
tion.  The  orders  for  disbursement  were  only 
sseniial  preliminaries  to  it.  If  the  principle  of 
he  inference  were  sound,  as  the  orders  for  the 
isbursement  of  the  public  moneys  were  made  at 
ae  Treasury,  this  department  would  be  an  insii- 
nion  of  tlm  District,  or  of  the  city,  and  not  of 
»e  United  States. 

Mr.  A.  instanced  the  case  of  the  Bank  of  the 
niied  States.  Suppose,  he  said,  this  institution, 
jtablisbed  with  the  same  legal  operation  over  the 
nion  which  it  had  at  present,  but  without 
•anches,  and  possessing  only  a  single  office  for 
e  discharge  of  its  functions,  located  in  the  Dis- 
ict,  it  would  still  be  the  Bank  of  the  United 
tates.  Its  existence  as  a  legal  institution  would 
I7th  Con.  2d  Sesii— 17 


be  as  unquestionable  in  the  States  in  which  no 
offices  were  established,  as  in  those  in  which  they 
were.  Grenilemen,  however, »would  have  to  con- 
tend for  the  contrary  propositions,  who  maintained 
the  local  character  of  the  present  corporation. 

Mr.  A.  derived  a  further  illustration  of  his  ar- 
gument from  the  case  of  the  custom-houses.  There 
was  an  anecdote  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  that  a  gentle- 
man, pressine  on  him  the  political  importance  of 
New  York,  trom  the  amount  of  its  contributions 
to  the  Treasury,  he  replied  by  inquiring  if  the 
custom-house  were  transferred  to  the  Jersey  shore, 
what  would  then  be  the  source  of  these  contribu- 
tions ?  The  inference  was  of  parallel  character 
here.  Previously  to  the  transfer,  would  the  in- 
stitution  be  an  establishment  of  New  York,  or 
subsequently  of  New  Jersey,  or,  in  either  event,  of 
the  United  States?  If  the  latter,  the  sphere  of 
operation  of  an  institution,  and  not  the  place  of 
performance  of  its  functions,  ^ve  the  rule,  as 
respected  the  jurisdiction  to  which  it  attached. 

The  incorporation  of  the  District  banks  and  the 
Columbian  College,  had* been  supposed  tojprfr- 
sent  cases  in  conflict  with  the  conclusion,  from 
the  argument  which  had  been  stated.  The  prin- 
ciple of  distinction  was  obvious  between  these 
corporations  and  the  corporation  under  considera- 
tion. It  was  the  scope  of  the  proper  operation  of 
a  corporation,  and  not  effects  resulting  from  it  be- 
yond its  design^  which  ffave  the  rule  for  determin- 
ing the  jurisdiction  of  which  its  establishment 
was  to  be  considered  as  an  exercise.  Any  opera- 
tion which  the  banks  incorporated  for  the  District 
might  have  beyond  its  limits,  was  not  to  be  con- 
sidered as  forming  a  part  of  their  proper  operation. 
A  currency  being  required,  or  supj^osed  to  be  re- 
quired for  the  District,  it  was  within  the  com- 
petency of  Congress,  as  its  legislature,  to  make 
provision  for  such  an  object.  It  was  an  object, 
not  of  nominal  merely,  but  real  character,  which 
not  only  colored,  but  covered  the  establishment  of 
these  institutions.  The  possibility  of  the  occurs 
rence  of  an  indirect  irregular  operation  beyond 
the  District,  was  not  to  defeat  the  exercise  of  an 
acknowledged  district  power,  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  a  necessary  district  purpose.  The  want 
of  jurisdiction  beyond  the  District,  was  not  to  pre- 
vent the  exercise  of  a  legitimate  jurisdiction  which 
had  a  valid  relation  to  the  District.  If,  indeed, 
these  institutions  were  framed  upon  a  scale  adapt- 
ing them  for  operation  beyond  the  District,  as  well 
as  within  its  limits,  this  would  be  evidence  of  an 
abuse,  but  not  an  assumption  of  jurisdiction.  An 
unwarrantable  abusive  exercise  of  an  admitted 
jurisdiction,  was  not  usurpation,  though  it  was 
nearly  allied  to  usurpation  of  jurisdiction.  But 
the  case  here,  would  not  be  a  mere  abusive  exten- 
sion, but  substantial  assumption  of  authority. 
The  distinction  perhaps  was  nice,  but  it  was  per- 
fectly intelligible.  The  establishment  of  the 
banks  had  a  real  reference  to  purposes  to  be  at- 
tained within  the  District.  They  would  have  a 
sufficient  object  for  their  establishment,  though 
not  perhaps  on  the  same  scale  as  respected  num- 
ber and  amount  of  capital,  if  there  was  a  certainty 
of  the  circulation  of  their  notes  not  extending  bc^ 
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yond  the  District  Their  priocipal  operation 
really  took  place  in  the  proper  and  regular  sphere 
of  their  operation  in  the  District.  But  this  would 
not  be  the  case  with  the  corporation  which  it  was 
now  proposed  to  establish.  The  name  of  the 
District  was  only  used  in  this  case,  to  give  ef- 
fect to  an  operation  which  had  its  real  purposes 
and  scope  beyond  the  limits  of  the  District.  Even 
if  the  establishment  of  this  corporation,  like  the 
undue  extension  of  the  banks,  were  only  an  abuse, 
and  not  a  substantive  assumption  of  jurisdiction, 
the  argument  applied  against  it  with  nearly  the 
same  force,  as  an  abuse  of  the  grossest  possible  de- 
scription. A  similar  course  ot  remark  applied  to 
the  case  of  the  Columbian  College.  The  estab- 
lishment of  a  seminary  for  education  was  a  real 
necessity  of  the  District.  Provision  for  it  was 
within  the  competency  of  Congress,  as  the  legisla- 
ture of  this  District.  The  possibility  of  an  abu- 
sive extension,  as  respected  the  scale  of  this  pro- 
vision, could  not  discharge  the  right  to  make  it, 
any  more  than  the  duty  of  exercising  this  right. 
If  the  provision  were  really  characterized  by  this 
undue  extension,  still  the  vice  which  adhered  to 
it  was  not  defect  in  the  authority  to  establish. 
This  institution  did  not  not  stand  then  on  the 
same  footine  of  authority  with  the  corporation 
under  consideration. 

The  power  then  which  Mr.  Archer  denied, 
was  not,  as  the  argument  of  gentlemen  supposed, 
a  power  to  incorporate  for  the  District,  but,  through 
the  District,  for  the  Union ;  and  thus  to  obtain  an 
authority  over  the  States  which  was  not  given  by 
the  Constitution.  It  was  not  the  arbitrary  or 
even  despotical  authority  asserted  over  the  Dis- 
trict, which  was  contested ;  but  the  competency 
to  pervert  it  to  a  co-extensive  authority  over  the 
Union.  This  was  the  doctrine  which  had  been 
asserted  in  effect  by  the  Supreme  Court,  io  the 
decision  in  the  case  of  Cohens  and  Virginia, 
which  had  been  alluded  to.  His  friend  from 
Delaware  (Mr.  McLane)  had  fallen  into  an  error 
in  stating  this  decision,  from  confounding  the  two 
opinions  delivered  by  the  court  on  the  point  of  ju- 
risdiction, and  on  the  merits.  When  he  combined 
a  view  oi  the  possible  employment  of  this  doc- 
trine to  purposes  of  danger,  with  what  he  consid- 
ered to  be  its  fallacy,  he  found  it  difficult,  Mr.  A. 
said,  to  put  a  measure  to  his  reprobation  of  it.  It 
was  the  principle  of  the  bill  then,  which  mi^ht 

Erove  an  entering  wedge  to  this  doctrine,  which 
e  resisted.  He  would  not  lend  his  aid  to  plant 
this  seed,  which  might  expand  and  bear  fruits 
fraught  with  poison  to  his  country.  The  propo- 
sitions could  not  be  controverted ;  that  the  opera- 
tion of  the  bill  was  as  wide  as  the  Union,  and  that 
no  power  could  be  shown,  to  give  it  this  extent  of 
operation.  The  inference  from  the  absolute  char- 
acter of  the  district  power,  availed  nothing  to  the 
argument;  because  no  power,  however  absolute, 
could  have  a  competency  to  transcend  the  sphere 
of  its  territorial  limits,  in  its  exertion. 

Mr.  A.  stated  a  further  objection  to  the  power 
to  pass  the  bill,  derived  from  the  character  of  its 
object,  even  supposing  the  existence  of  a  general 
power  of  incorporation  in  the  Government.    The 


limitation  on  the  general  authority  derived  from 
the  distinction  betwen  the  general  and  municipil 
character  of  objects  of  iurisdiction,  was  nowgn* 
erally  recognised.  If  this  limitation  were  not  ob- 
served, there  was  none  of  a  constructive  character 
which  had  a  chance  of  being  respected.  But  (he 
object  in  the  present  case,  a  charity,  was  stricdf 
municipal  in  its  character.  It  was  an  object,  too, 
which  could  be  carried  into  effect  in  a  bettet  man- 
ner by  the  exercise  of  State  than  of  Federal  au- 
thority, (which  was  one  evidence,  by-tb^bjf,  of 
its  municipal  character,)  from  the  aiore  eqaiiable 
apportionment  which  would  be  established  between 
the  local  burden  and  the  local  benefit,  where  each 
State  incorporated  for  so  much  of  the  object  as 
was  to  be  obtained  within  its  limits.  It  was  i 
burden,  however,  which,  to  the  extent  to  wbick 
the  object  merited  support,  ought  to  fall  od  th« 
public  authority,  State  or  Federal,  and  not  oo  (Iv 
naval  officers;  whose  emoluments  were  too scaotr. 
as  they  were  too  well  earned  to  be  subiected  to 
charge  or  diversion  for  an  object  which  was  of 
public  concern.  The  object  was  attaiotUe  to 
every  proper  extent,  under  the  Federal  Govero- 
ment,  by  the  exercise  of  the  power  to  pension. 
For  the  Government  did  possess,  Mr.  Abchsr 
said,  a  power  to  pension,  though  it  did  not  posses 
a  power  to  incorporate ;  of  which  he  hoped  we 
should  give  an  evidence  in  a  few  days,  by  as 
unanimous  concurrence  in  the  passage  of  a  bill 
on  the  table,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  motbet 
and  sister  ot  the  late  Lieutenant  Allen. 

The  friends  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Arches  conciaded 
by  remarking,  appeared  to  him  to  be  placed  Id  a 
dilemma.  It  the  bill  was  not  to  have  its  effecu 
beyond  the  District,  it  was  nugatory ;  if  it  were, 
it  was  unauthorized.  Direct  power  to  attain  the 
object  was  not  pretended;  indirect  atiaiDmeDt 
could  not  be  justified.  As  respected  the  beoeficeot 
character  of  the  object,  it  ought  to  induce  distrust 
in  as  great  degree  as  favor ;  assumptions  of  ath 
thority  being  always  first  presented  in  tbis  dis- 
guise. It  was  the  history  of  all  successful  osorpt- 
tion,  that  the  first  encroachments  were  gilded  by 
plausible  objects  or  pretences ;  and  these  served  as 

Crecedents  for  others,  till  links  in  sufficient  num- 
er  were  added,  and  the  chain  rendered  stroor 
enough  to  bind  irretrievably  the  rights  and  tbe 
hands  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York  said :  Sir,  it  is  ad- 
mitted that  the  bill  before  the  House  embrace^ 
objects  not  of  a  local  nature,  and  is  ioteoded  for 
the  benefit  of  persons  not  within  the  District. 

The  advocates  of  the  bill  claim  the  power  tc 
pass  it  under  the  sixteenth  clause  of  the  eigbth 
section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution,  wbics 
gives  Congress  exclusive  legislation,- in  all  ct^ 
whatsoever,  over  such  district,  not  exceeding  t« 
miles  square,  as  might  be  ceded  to  them  by  wf  '^^ 
the  States,  for  the  Seat  of  Government.  Un»^ 
this  clause,  the  friends  of  the  bill  contend  thsj 
Congress,  within  the  District,  have  supreme  powr 
over  all  objects  whatsoever,  that  if  the  funcuoB" 
ol  a  corporation  are  performed  within  the  Di5tr»cU 
the  objects  and  parties  interested,  may  be  foi^i^ 
to  it. 
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Without  contro verting  the  literal  meaning  of 
the  terms  of  this  clause,  I  apprehend  that  a  prac- 
tical operation  of  this  construction  would  lead  to 
the  exercise  of  power  hostile  to  the  intention  of 
the  Constitution,  hy  a  fair  and  reasonable  inter- 
pretation of  the  whole  instrument,  and  destructive 
to  the  relative  powers  of  the  General  and  State 
Gorernments,  as  adjusted  by  the  Constitution; 
aod  that  some  limit  must  be  assigned  to  the  exer- 
cise of  this  power,  to  give  effect  to  such  intention, 
and  to  guard  against  such  mischief. 

Etoj  instrument  is  to  be  so  construed  as  to 
gire  effect  to  the  whole,  if  possible ;  and  if  some 
of  its  provisions  are  contrary  to  others,  it  is  sub- 
ject to  such  construction  as  best  comports  with 
(he  obrious  intention  of  the  parties.  If  a  literal 
coDstruction  of  this  clause,  by  the  occurrence  of 
aoy  aoforeseen  event,  embraces  a  larger  field  than 
was  ifltended,  and  especiallv  if  it  can  be  construed 
to  authorize  a  power  which,  in  its  exercise,  will 
ioterfere  with  the  powers  reserved  to  the  States 
hy  the  Constitution,  ought  not  Congress,  by  a  cau- 
tious legislation,  to  control  its  operation,  and  pre- 
vent such  conflict? 

That  the  power  of  Congress  over  the  District 
was  not  intended  to  be  universal,  or  extra-territo- 
rial, in  its  operation,  will  be  evident,  if  we  test  it 
by  the  object  of  our  Union — the  character  of  the 
powers  of  the  General  and  State  Governments — 
the  object  of  the  power  over  the  District — the 
limitation  of  the  territory — and  by  the  conse- 
quences of  a  contrary  construction. 

The  object  of  the  union  of  the  States  is  public 
security.  The  State  governments  are  adequate 
Ui  every  other  purpose.  The  people  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  made 
a  new  distribution  of  their  sovereign  power ;  to 
the  General  Government  they,  intrusted  the  public 
force,  the  power  of  peace  and  war,  the  subject  of 
rerenae,  the  regulation  of  commerce,  and  inter- 
course with  foreign  nations,  with  certain  specified 
powers  that  required  uniform  regulations  through- 
out the  country,  with  correspondent  judicial  au- 
thority; and  reserved  to  the  State  governments 
the  protection  of  person  and  proper ty,  the  subject 
of  internal  trade  and  internal  improvements,  and 
administration  of  justice,  with  all  other  local  and 
mooieipal  powers. 

The  powers  committed  to  the  General  Grovern- 
mentare  of  a  general  character,  and  were  intended 
for  national  purposes.    Those  reserved  to  the  State 

?:overnments  are  of  a  local  nature,  and  intended 
or  local  purposes.  Each  government  was  in- 
tended to  be  mdependent  in  the  exercise  of  the 
power  iatmsted  to  it.  Both  are  supreme  in  the 
exercise  of  their  legitimate  powers.  This  arrange- 
nient  of  power,  adjusted  with  so  much  care  and 
jealousy,  would  be  totally  defeated  by  a  construc- 
tion that  would  authorize  Congress  to  attach  the 
character  of  nationality  to  the  laws  of  this  Dis- 
trict. 

The  same  conclusion  results  from  the  object  of 
the  grant.  The  sole  purpose  of  this  was  to  render 
C^ongress  independent  in  the  exercise  of  their  func- 
ions ;  to  preserve  their  deliberations  free  and  un- 
nterruptcd,  without  the  aid  of  State  authority. 


and  not  to  furnish  a  resting  place  for  the  lever  of 
constructive  powe/,  b)r  which  the  States  might  be 
thrown  from  their  orbits. 

The  limitation  of  territory  to  the  maximum  of 
ten  miles  square,  corroborates  the  same  conclusion. 
Much  less  than  this  would  have  been  sufficient 
for  the  erection  of  the  public  buildings,  and  the 
accommodation  of  the  public  officers;  and  the 
amendment  proposed  to  this  clause  by  the  Con- 
vention of  Virginia,  and  one  or  two  other  States, 
favors  the  opinion  that  it  was  then  supposed  the 
whole  extent  would  not  be  accepted,  or,  if  accepted, 
would  not  embrace  any  considerable  portion  of 
population,  and  would  only  need  the  ordinary  re- 
gulations of  police,  or  a  very  limited  authority. 
The  omission  of  the  Constitution  to  define  the  na- 
ture of  this  power,  or  to  restrict  its  exercise,  so  as 
to  render  it  conformable  to  the  municipal  power 
of  the  States,  is  conclusive  to  show  that  it  was 
not  then  believed,  either  from  its  minuteness  or 
locality,  that  it  would  ever  come  in  conflict  with 
the  power  of  the  States. 

The  like  conclusion  results  from  the  mischief 
of  a  contrary  construction.  By  the  sixth  article 
of  the  Constitution,  all  laws  passed  by  Coneress, 
without  any  distinction  between  those  of  a  local 
and  such  as  are  of  a  general  character,  are  su- 
preme. If  the  exclusive  power  of  Congress  within 
this  District  can  be  construed  to  embrace  objects 
without  the  District,  then  every  act  of  Congress 
in  relation  to  the  District,  that  can  have  an  opera- 
tion beyond  its  limits,  must  control  the  laws  of  the 
States,  whenever  it  comes  in  conflict  with  them. 
On  this  construction,  can  the  conflicts  be  imagined 
that  may  ensue  with  State  laws,  and  the  rights  of 
their  citizens?  By  this  construe tion,\  Congress 
may  incorporate  an  East  and  West  India  Com- 
pany, a  Fur  Company,  Manufacturing  Companies, 
,  and,  indeed,  may  convert  the  whole  population  of 
the  District  into  companies  of  monopolists,  and 
enable  them  to  engross  the  most  profitable  busi- 
ness of  the  country,  to  the  injtiry  of  the  equal 
rights  of  the  citizens  of  the  ^everal  States. 

This  construction  renders  the  municipal  power 
of  Congress  over  the  District  superior  to  the  mu- 
nicipal power  of  the  States ;  the  laws  of  one  State 
have  no  effect  in  any  other  but  what  is  accorded, 
by  comity ;  the  laws  of  Congress  go  clothed  with 
authority,  and  ride  over  State  laws  and  State 
tribunals. 

Is  not  the  construction  contended  for  clearly  a 
surprise  on  the  people  of  the  United  States?  Is 
it  not  evidently  contrary  to  the  intention  of  the 
compact?  The  location  of  ihe District  to  the  ex- 
tent authorized,  embracing  a  large  and  growing 
population,  has  produced  a  state  of  things  not  con- 
templated by  the  Constitution,  and  which  subjects 
the  exercise  of  the  indefinite  power  of  Congress, 
over  it,  to  difficulty  and  embarrassment  in  every 
other  rule  of  construction  than  that  which  gives 
effect  to  the  whole  instrument.  To  give  that 
effect,  the  power  of  Congress  over  the  District 
must  be  restricted  to  the  local  purposes  of  the  Dis- 
trict. This  construction  is  agreeable  to  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Convention  who  framed  it,  And  of  the 
people  who  adopted  it ;  it  preserves  the  symmetry 
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of  the  Constitution;  secures  the  citizens  of  the 
District  in  the  enjoyment  of  equal  privileges  with 
their  fellow-citizens  of  the  several  States,  and  se- 
cures the  States  in  the  independent  exercise  of 
their  rights.  It  is  no  impeachment  of  the  correct- 1 
ness  of  the  rule  that  non-residents,  and  even  for-  > 
eiders,  may  become  interested  in  the  banks  estab- 
lished with  m  the  District;  this  results  from  the 
nature  of  the  subject,  and  not  from  the  intention 
of  the  law  establishing  the  corporation,  and  is 
quite  a  different  thing  from  an  act  intended  for 
purposes  not  local,  and  for  the  benefit  of  persons 
not  resident  within  the  District. 

It  is  not  only  a  desirable  object,  but  an  impe- 
rious duty,  to  preserve  the  relative  powers  of  the 
General  and  State  Grovernments  as  originally  in- 
tended ;  good  faith,  the  safety  of  the  States,  and 
the  harmony  of  the  Union,  require  this;  and  this 
important  object  will  be  completely  effected  by 
restricting  every  act  that  may  be  passed  in  relation 
to  the  District,  ezclusivelv  to  local  purposes. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  said  he  rose  to  de- 
fend this  bill,  which  has  been  objected  to  as  un- 
constitutional and  inezi>edient.  Upon  the  first 
point,  I  shall  not  examine  the  Constitution  to 
prove  it  Constitutional,  but  I  shall  rely  on  the  re- 
peated decisions  of  that  question  by  every  branch 
of  the  Government. 

Sir,  the  great  question  of  the  right  of  Congress 
to  grant  a  charter  of  incorporation  was,  shortly 
after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  decided  by 
the  establishment  of  the  National  Bank,  under  the 
imposing  auspices  of  the  immortal  Washinqton, 
then  President  of  the  United  States,  who  presided 
in  the  Convention  that  formed  the  Constitution. 

The  Congress  that  granted  that  charter  was 
composed  of  a  number  of  the  members  of  the  Con- 
vention that  framed  the  Constitution  j  and  did  not 
only  give  a  contemporaneous  exposition,  but  their 
own  construction  of  the  instrument.  This  con- 
struction was  not  made  "sub  silentio,"  but  was 
greatly  contested.  We  are  well  informed  of  the 
pains  taken  at  that  time  to  defeat  that  charter. 
And  we  know  that  Alexander  Hamilton,  then 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  was  the  warm  advo- 
cate of  the  bank,  as  necessary  to  the  fiscal  con- 
cerns of  the  nation,  and  we  know  the  conspicuous 
rank  he  held  in  that  Convention.  We  also  know, 
that  all  the  weight  and  influence  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
then  Secretary  of  State,  were  exerted  in  vain  to 
defeat  it.  *  And  that  Mr.  Madison,  not  less  con- 
spicuous in  the  Convention  than  Mr.  Hamilton, 
used  all  his  power  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the 
law  for  the  establishment  of  the  National  Bank. 
Yet,  the  archives  of  our  own  Government  show 
that  Mr.  Madison  himself,  as  President  of  the 
United  States,  approved  and  signed  the  law  es- 
tablishing the  present  bank  charter  of  the  United 
States.  Sir,  in  the  courts  of  common  law,  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  from  which  there 
is  no  appeal,  settles  the  law,  nor  will  they  suffer 
the  question  again  to  be  stirred.  The  importance 
of  this  rule  is,  that  those  bound  to  obey  the  law 
may  know  it,  and  that  controverted  points  of  law 
should  bt  definitively  settled,  and  is  happily  ex- 
pressed in  the  law  maxim,  ^-Interest  Reipublicae 


quod  sit  finis  litium."  And  can  it  be,  that  Coq- 
gress  will  not  be  bound  bjr  her  own  decisions? 
The  Legislature,  the  Executive,  and  the  Jadiciary, 
have  settled  the  constitutionality  of  this  question; 
and  Mr.  Jefferson  himselfji  also,  while  President, 
by  signing  several  acts  of  Uongress  to  protect  the 
old  bank  from  perjury  and  forgery,  has  tested  its 
legitimacy.  And,  although  these  two  distingoished 
opponents  to  the  bank,  upon  the  ground  of  the 
Constitution,  have,  as  Presidents  of  the  United 
States,  thus  yielded  to  this  constractioo,  yet  we 
find  the 'honorable  Mr.  Archer,  fromVirdnia, 
still  contesting  the  point,  which  I  had  hoped  was 
finally  settled,  also,  by  the  Legislature,  the  sorer- 
eigg  power  of  the  nation.  Sir,  is  this  questici 
never  to  be  settled  by  this  House — the  most  ex- 
pensive and  unwieldy  tribunal  of  the  nation— lad 
are  the  consciences  of  the  minority  of  such  teitoie 
that,  upon  all  occasions  involving  the  constitu- 
tionality of  granting  a  charter  of  incorponiioa, 
we  are  again  and  again  to  «>  the  grand  rounds  of 
its  constitutionality  ?  Are  their  consciences  made 
of  more  sensitive  niaterials  than  those  of  the  judges, 
who  are  ail  bound  by  the  decision  of  a  majority 
of  the  court  ?  and  correctly,  too,  or  in  different 
districts  there  would  be  different  laws.  Althong'a 
the  judges  hold  themselves  bound  b]r  the  decisioE 
of  a  majority  of  themselves,  it  is  said  they  claim 
the  rifi[ht  of  aeciding  on  the  constitutionality  of  a 
law  of  Congress,  pissed  by  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature,  and  subscribea  by  the  President,  wheo 
every  member  of  both  branches,  and  the  Presidem 
are  bound  by  oath  to  observe  the  Constitution.  I 
ask,  would  not  this  be  reversing  the  natural  order 
of  the  powers  of  Government,  "  the  Legislatirf, 
the  Executive,  and  the  Judiciary,"  and  fdacing 
the  Judiciary  above  the  Legislature,  and  thus  re- 
duce sovereignty  to  subordination ;  and  peradren- 
ture,  by  the  voice  of  ft  single  judge,  impeach  the 
integrity  or  intelligence  of  the  President  sod  Con- 

fress,  composed  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  inf- 
ers, the  constituted  legislative  authority  ?  I  hope 
never  to  witness  this- event;  but,  without  claiming 
the  spirit  of  prophecy,  should  it  happen,  1  hare  do 
doubt  the  application  of  the  Constitutional  remedr 
will  prevent  its  ever  happening  again.  Will  the 
judges  pay  more  respect  to  the  majority  of  them- 
selves tnan  to  the  decision  of  the  President,  the 
Senate,  and  House  of  Representatives?  I  hope 
this  view  of  the  case  may  put  the  question  at  re?t 
with  this  House,  as  to  tne  constitutionality  of  a 
charter  of  incorporation,  and  with  the  judges  fix 
the  seal  of  authority  to  the  acts  of  Congress.  In- 
der  that  presumption,  I  shall  proceed  to  the  co::- 
sideration  of  the  expediency  of  this  bill,  the  grtci- 
ing  to  this  fraternity  of  naval  heroes  the  right  ci 
a  corporation,  that  they  may  sue  and  be  sQed,anJ 
thus  manage  the  contemplated  funds  of  tbis  be 
nevolent  institution,  which  is  clothed  with  the 
sublime  attribute  of  protecting  the  widows  tuc 
orphans  of  those  officers  who  may  contribute  ro 
its  establishment.  Their  funds  must  bedeposiitu 
in  the  hands  of  a  treasurer,  to  be  disposed  of  agrw- 
ably  to  the  principles  of  the  institution,  who  oogLt 
to  be  amenable  to  the  law,  and  the  institniioa 
secured  from  the  dilapidation  of  its  funds.   I  wiil 
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here  remark,  that  many  of  the  Maiioiiic  lodges  in 
this  coontry  are  incorporated  for  the  purpose  of 
makioff  their  treasurer  answeraUe  for  the  funds 
of  the  lodge;  and  in  one  instance  i  have  known 
a  coDsiderable  loss  by  the  improper  conduct  of  a 
tretsorer.  And,  although  this  noble  institution 
had  Solomon  for  its  founder,  and  is  eo-eztensive 
with  the  ooirerse,  embracing  the  whole  human 
family  in  its  charities,  whose  dirine  principles 
have  Deen  recognised  by  our  beloved  Wasbinoton, 
once  Grand  l&ster  of  America,  I  have  Jio  doubt 
that  these  gallant  sons  of  Columbia,  the  pride  of 
their  coontry,  the  patrons  of  this  philanthropic  in- 
stitatioD,  who  ask  for  the  pririlege  of  thus  pro* 
tectinff  their  fonds^  are  moved  by  motives  not  less 
laudaCle,  or  principles  more  congenial  with  the 
finer  feelings  of  the  human  heart  Although  the 
objects  of  weir  benevolence  are  few,  they  are  de- 
fined, and  of  that  character  that  the  bounty  of 
this  nation,  when  asked  by  them,  has  never  been 
withheld;  and  can  we  now  be  indisposed  to  grant 
them  this  institution  ?  It  has  my  heartfelt  appro^ 
bation  that  Isaac  Hull  is  contemplated  as  president 
of  the  institution,  who,  by  the  noble  conquest  of 
the  Guerriere,  put  the  first  feather  in  the  cap  of 
the  Narv,  inspired  a  noUe  emulation  in  its  offi- 
cers, and,  by  their  repeated  conquests,  soon  made 
our  Navy  the  admiration  of  Europe,  and  its  star- 
flpangted  banner  respected  in  every  clime.  For 
toe  consolation  of  Britannia,  now  in  amitv  with 
us,  never  again  I  hope  to  be  disturbed,  I  will  sug- 
gest, that  on  both  sides  our  heroes  sprung  from 
the  same  stock;  but  that  the  mild  latitude  of  a 
repoUic  is  the  clime  for  patriots  and  heroes. 

Sir,  shortly  after  the  glorious  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution, the  cmcera  of  the  then  late  army  formed 
themselves  into  a  Fraternal  Society,  under  the 
denomioatimi  of  the  Cincinnati,  for  the  benevo- 
lent purposes  now  contenoj^ted  oy  our  naval  offi- 
cers of  the  late  war.  Bach  officer  paid  in  a 
month's  pay,  the  annual  interest  of  which  was  to 
be  applied  to  the  indigent  widows  and  orphans  of 
the  frateinitv,  under  their  direction;  they  estab- 
lished annuai  meetings,  to  perpetuate  that  frater- 
nal afiection  which  the  awful  scenes  of  the  mifhty 
conflict  they  had  sustained,  had  cemented  by  tneir 
blood,  shed  in  the  same  cause,  and  to  keep  bright 
the  hallowed  chain  of  fnendship.  It  will  be  re- 
collected that  this  institution  also  was  opposed,  as 
leading  to  an  order  of  nobility,  particularly  by  Mr. 
Edanus  Burke,  of  South  Carolina,  and  others. 
However,  the  purity  and  benevolence  of  the  in- 
stitmion,  and  the  patriotic  character  of  its  authors, 
who  had  been  consecrated  by  their  sufferings,  se- 
cured its  success,  and  it  went  into  operation,  and 
vet  floarishes-^whose  charities  have  often  glad- 
dened the  hearts  of  the  widows  and  children  of 
those  Patriots  of  the  Revolution,  who  could  not 
{>e  suspected  of  a  design  to  destroy  that  charter  of 
iibertv  they  had  sealed  with  their  blood.  Mr. 
Speaker,  with  what  ptide  do  we  look  at  the  por- 
traits of  those  patriots  who  signed  the  Declaration 
>f  Independence,  which  we  have  placed  as  an 
irchivc  in  the  Capitol,  to  eternize  their  honest 
fame,  and  hand  it  down  to  posterity — and  how 
mtich  more  are  they  entitled  to  our  gratitude  and 
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»ect,  who  achieved  it  with  their  swords,  and 
ed  it  with  their  blood!  I  should  rejoice  to 
see  their  portraits,  which  now  grace  the  Museum 
of  the  venerable  patriotic  Peale,  transferred  also 
to  the  Capitol,  in  perpetual  memory  of  their  noble 
deeds — and  the  few  survivors,  who  are  qualified, 
transferred  from  the  pension  list  to  the  civil  list. 
What  would  not  the  patriots  of  England  give  for 
the  portraits  of  the  nobles  that  coerced  King  John 
to  sign  Magna  Charta  at  Runnymead?  Sir,  if 
we  admire  the  work  of  Independence,  we  most 
admire  its  authors.  Whoever  is  devoted  to  the 
Revolution,  must,  in  the  same  ratio,  be  devoted 
to  the  patriots  and  heroes  who  declared  and 
aohieved  it — and  also  to  those  naval  heroes  who. 
in  so  conspicuous  a  manner,  by  their  skill  ana 
valor,  have  defended  it^  and,  by  their  naval  con- 
quests, covered  the  nation  with  glory.  Sir,  they 
are  the  sons  of  the  £ithec3  of  the  Revolution,  and, 
I  have  no  doubt,  will  forever  protect  this  Repub- 
lic against  its  foreign  and  domestic  enanies, 
whose  vast  and  increasing  extent  secures  us 
against  the  petty  machinations  of  traitors.  The 
just  contempt  shown  to  the  members  of  the  Hart- 
ford Convention,  I  am  persuaded,  has  made  them 
hate  themselves^  and  will  be  a  panacea  for  treason, 
and  detestable  in  the  eyes  of  all  that  reflect  that 
the  sovereignty  is  in  thie  people,  and  traitors  ene- 
mies to  themselves.  Sir,  I  presume  every  mem- 
ber of  this  House  will  support  this  bill,  unless  he 
suspects  some  danger  to  tne  Republic  by  its  adop- 
tion. There  is  nothing  covert;  they  have  come 
forth  in  the  face  of  the  public,  and  submitted  their 
whole  project  to  us,  and  asked  for  what,  in  every 
State,  in  such  cases,  has  been  granted ;  the  extent 
of  their  benevolence  embraces  the  United  States, 
and  requires  to  be  on  a  scale  coextensive  with  its 
limits;  and.  I  should  hope  that  the  name  of  Isaac 
Hull  would  secure  it  from  every  suspicion,  and 
paralyze  every  objection  to  it,  and  that  we  will 
not  tarnish  the  fan*  fame  of  the  applicants  by  re- 
jecting this  bill.  There  can  be  no  just  grounds 
to  fear  any  danger  to  the  Republic.  For^  sure  I 
am,  that  no  man  in  this  Republic,  in  his  sober 
senses,  will  ever  have  the  temerity  to  play  the 
part  of  Caesar,  while  every  citizen  is  sworn  to  act 
the  nart  of  Brutus. 

Mr.  Rbii),  of  Georgia,  said  he  feared  he  was 
unwise  to  offer  his  opinions  upon  the  bill  at  so  late 
an  hour,  and  when  the  House  was  so  evidently 
fati^ed  by  the  discussion.  The  views,  however, 
which  he  was  inclined  to  submit,  should  be  cir- 
cumscribed, he  promised,  by  more  than  usual 
brevity. 

The  obli^tions,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  this  bill,  relate 
to  its  constitutionality  and  to  its  expediency.  It 
is  denied,  by  gentlemen,  that  there  is  any  power 
to  create  such  a  corporation  delegated  to  this  body 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  a 
member  from  New  York  (Mr.  Woon)  hais  de- 
clared, that  a  grant  of  exclusive  power  does  not 
imply  universal  power.  Because  we  do  not  pos- 
sess the  kist,  he  seems  to  infer  that  we  have  not 
the  power  to  pass  this  bill.  To  all  such  doubts 
and  difficulties,  I  take  leave  to  reply  in  the  lan- 
I  guage  of  the  Constitution  itself,  because  no  answer 
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can  be  more  coDclusive  than  that  afforded  by  the 
very  clause  which  is  the  subject  of  dispute.  The 
words  are  these :  '*  The  Cod^ss  shall  nave  power 

<  to  exercise  exclusive  legislation,  in  "all  cases 
'  whatsoever,  over  such  District,  (not  exceeding 
'  ten  miles  square,)  as  may,  by  cession  of  partic- 
*  ular  States  and  tne  acceptance  of  Congrress,  be- 
'  come  the  Seat  of  Qoyernment  of  the  United 

<  States."  Now.  if  the  English  language  can  dis- 
tinctly convey  ideas ;  if  it  can  express  any  thing 
so  clearly  as  to  avoid  misconception,  it  has  ^ven 
to  Congress,  in  this  portion  of  the  Constitution,  a 
power  sufficiently  ample  to  cover  and  protect  the 
corporation  contemplated  by  the  bill.    We  have 

g>wer  to  exercise  '*  exclusive  legislation."  No 
tate,  no  earthly  authority,  has  aright  to  interfere 
with  our  legislation  for  this  District  Nor  has  the 
Constitution  restricted  us,  according  to  the  con- 
struction of  gentlemen,  to  cases  confined  entirely 
to  the  District ;  because,  the  objects  of  our  legis- 
lation are  emphatically  declared  to  be  "  all  cases 
whatsoever."  We  possess,  then,  all  the  power,  as 
to  these  ten  miles  square,  which  is  possessed  by  a 
Stateover  its  territory,  and,  perhaps  more ;  because 
the  powers  to  be  exercised  by  a  State  are  often 
narrowed  by  the  terms  of  her  constitution,  but  we 
derive  the  most  extensive  jurisdiction  from  the  8th 
section  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
already  quoted.  And  yet  it  is  insisted  that  we 
have  no  power  to  frame  this  corporation  !  When 
applications,  similar  in  their  character  to  the 

f  resent,  have  been  made  to  the  State  Legislatures, 
have  often  heard  it  urged  that  they  were  at  ra- 
riance  with  good  policy,  but  never,  that  there  was 
no  power,  or  that  it  was  unconstitutional,  to  give 
legal  existence  to  a  company  whose  objects  were 
to  prove  beneficial  to  society.  Indeed,  the  States 
have  uniformly  acted  upon  the  supposition  that 
they  possess  this  power,  and  have  sometimes,  I 
admit,  created  corporations  greater  in  number  and 
privileges  than  have  been  compatible  with  the 
public  interests.  When  a  set  of  men  appljr  for  a 
charter  of  incorporation,  they  do  not  desire  an 
extension  of  their  rights ;  they  only  ask  to  be  en- 
abled^ by  a  combination  of  numbers,  to  act  upon 
certain  objects  more  efficiently  than  they  could 
by  the  exercise  of  individual  strength.  The  Con- 
stitution and  laws  as  much  operate  upon  artificial 
as  upon  natural  persons,  and  it  is  difficult  to  con- 
ceive how  it  can  be  unconstitutional  to  allow  an 
association  of  individuals  for  purposes  which  are 
legitimate  when  performed  by  the  individuals 
themselves.  It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  that, 
when  matters  of  this  kind  present  themselves  either 
to  a  State  Legislature,  or  to  Congress  legislating 
for  this  District,  the  only  question  for  considera- 
tion is — Will  the  measure  proposed  be  advanta- 
geous or  prejudicial  to  the  commuity  ?  In  a  word 
It  is  a  question  of  expediency. 

We  are  told,  by  a  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Haroin,)  that  the  measure  in  contemplation 
18  a  mere  evasion  of  the  Constitution,  ana  I  un- 
derstand him  to  prove  this  assertion  bv  a  reference 
to  the  past  and  to  the  future.  He  informs  us  that, 
when  the  bill  was  first  before  a  committee,  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  its  enactments  did  not 


confine  the  locality  of  the  institution  to  the  Dis- 
trict, but  that  this  has  been  the  subject  of  an  after 
amendment.  This  amendment,  then,  does  fix  the 
corporation — as  far  as  an  ideal  personage  cao  be 
fixra  any  where — within  the  District,  and  thustbe 
objection  to  the  absence  of  all  locality  is  obviated. 
How,  let  me  ask,  are  we  to  understand  that  the 
bill,  which^  by  ito  amendment,  is  brought  within 
the  pale  of  the  Constitution,  is  a  mere  evanoa  of 
the  Constitution  ?  I  submit  it  to  the  Honse  to 
decide,  if  this  conclusion  be  as  just  and  perfect 
as  those  at  which  the  gentleman  arrives  generallj 
are.  Again,  it  is  affirmed  that  the  corporation  is 
nationalin  its  object,  because  its  efiects  will  be 
felt  beyond  the  District  of  Columbia,  and,  in  this 
manner,  the  Constitution  will  be  evaded.  It  does 
not  seem  to  me  that  this  proof  is  more  satisfactory 
than  the  other.  How  can  you  confine  the  effects 
of  any  institution  you  may  create— of  any  measure 
you  may  adopt,  to  certain  metes  and  booods? 
When  a  State  is  desired  to  incorporate  a  baak, 
would  it  prove  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  coa- 
templated  law  to  show  that  the  emission  and  qd- 
restrained  currency  of  bank  notes  will  produce  aa 
effect  upon  the  money  market  of  a  neighboring 
State  or  Territory  ?  Such  an  objection  would  notl^ 
tenable,  and  if  it  were,  would  not  your  legislatioB 
for  this  District  be  at  an  end  1  Yon  can  frame 
no  enactment,  of  which  I  can  conceive,  whose 
effects  will  not  be  felt  in  the  adjoining  States,  and 
perhaps  to  the  extremity  of  the  Union.  I  confess 
there  is  nothing  which  so  much  recommends  this 
bill  to  my  mind  as  the  belief  that  it  will  prove  ei- 
tensively  useful ;  that  its  kindly  eSkeu  will  be 
experienced  far  and  wide  through  this  great  Re- 
puolic  ;  that  they  will  feed  the  hungry  and  clothe 
the  naked ;  that  they  will  direct  the  beam  of  glad- 
ness to  the  heart  shrouded  in  gloom  and  sorrow ! 
Yes,  sir ;  they  will  soothe  the  labors  of  the  ship- 
boy  who  is  '<  rocked  by  the  billow  and  tossed  by 
the  storm ;"  they  will  give  strength  and  confidence 
to  the  patriotism  of  the  gallant  sailor  in  the  hoar 
of  danger  and  dismay  !  And  why  should  not  this 
institution,  although  incorporated  for  this  Dis- 
trict, be  national  in  its  aspect  ?  When  we  are 
ushering  a  blessing  into  active  existence,  why 
should  we  not  encourage  i^  to  spread  itself  every 
where?  Sir,  I  wish  that,  in  l^islatiag  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  the  views  of  Coogress  had 
been  always  comprehensive.  I  wish  that  she  hsid 
been  regarded  with  a  respect  and  care  due  to  the 
largest  of  our  States,  rather  than  with  a  careless- 
ness unmerited  by  even  the  smallest  of  our  ter- 
ritories. 

A  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  CoLnp) 
insists  that,  if  you  pass  this  bill,  there  is  nothiof 
to  prevent  your  incorporating  a  Fur  Company  in 
the  Northwest,  whose  existence  in  the  District 
would  be  nominal,  and  whose  business  would  be 
transacted  elsewhere.  I  will  not  deny  that  if,  un- 
der the  pretence  of  legislating  for  the  District,  yov 
legislate  for  a  State  or  for  the  Union,  you  gro^r 
misapply  the  authority  with  which  yon  are  Test- 
ed ;  but  a  single  glance  at  the  provisions  of  the  bill, 
will  convince  the  House  that  there  is  no  analogy 
between  the  case  imagined  and  the  one  before  u?. 
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If  theBame  of  the  *'  NbtsI  Fraternal  Association," 
like  that  of  the  supposed  Fur  Company,  were  to 
beloQgtotbe  Disfnct,  while  its  elections,  its  busi- 
ness, its  officers,  its  property,  were  without  the 
District,  I  should  be  found  in  the  ranks  of  its  op- 
pofleflts;  but  when  I  {plainly  see  that  hen  is  to  be 
(he  seat  of  the  corporation  ;  that  its  property,  both 
real  and  personal,  is  to  be  here  ;  that  all  its  func- 
tions are  to  be  performed  here ;  that  here  is  to  be 
the  reservoir  wnence  all  its  benefits  are  to  be  dif- 
fused, I  cannot  believe  that,  in  giving  my  vote  in 
its  behalf,  I  am  wandering  from  the  path  of  legis- 
JatioD  prescribed  by  the  Constitution. 

But  you  have  the  same  power,  it  is  said,  over 
four  magazines,  arsenals,  and  fortifications,  that 
yoQ  hare  over  this  District ;  and  you  are  asked  if, 
when  called  upon  to  establish  a  bank  within  one 
of  joQt  fortresses,  you  would  not  reply  that  you 
had  no  Constitutional  power  to  do  any  such  thing? 
It  is  qaite  true,  that  the  same  section  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  gives  you  jurisdiction  of  this  Dis- 
trict, empowers  you  ''to  exercise  like  authority 
'  over  all  places  purchased,  by  the  consent  of  the 
'  Legislature  of  the  State  in  which  the  same  shall 
'  be,  for  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals, 
'  dockyards,  and  other  needful  buildings.''  But  I 
deny  that  you  would  properly  reply  to  the  appli- 
cation to  institute  a  bank  in  one  of  your  dock- 
yards, or  arsenals,  or  fortifications,  that  you  were 
prevented  by  a  Constitutional  impotence.  No; 
you  would  assert  your  right  and  power  under  the 
Constitution  to  be  perfect ;  but  you  would  say  that 
the  application  was  unreasonable  and  absurd ;  that 
to  grant  it  would  be  worse  than  useless,  because  it 
would  expose  you  to  ridicule  and  derision.    . 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  has  this 
morning  favored  the  House  with  bis  views  in  op- 
position to  the  bill,  (Mr.  Archer,)  asserts,  if  I 
understood  him  correctly,  that  you  cannot  legis- 
late unless  the  corporation  be  located  within  the 
District ;  and  he  proposes  to  consider  residence  as 
the  test  of  its  location.  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  un- 
luckily, this  test  can  never  be  applied,  because, 
from  the  very  nature  of  a  corporation,  it  can  have 
no  residence.  A  person,  such  as  Qod  hath  made 
him,  may  live  and  breathe,  and  occupy  a  habita- 
tion in  some  particular  place :  but  the  beins  cre- 
ated by  legislation  exists  in  legal  contemplation 
ooly.  If  you  sue  a  corporation,  the  process  can- 
not be  served  personally,  or  left  at  the  place  of  res- 
idence, because  there  is  no  person  upon  whom  it 
can  be  served,  and  consequently  no  habitation  at 
which* it  may  be  left.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
summons  must  go  to  the  head  officer  of  the  insti- 
tution. But  if  the  test  is  to  be  applied  to  the  indi- 
vidual corporation,  it  is  equally  inadmissible,  be- 
cause it  would  be  destructive  ot  every  corporation 
within  the  Union.  There  is  not  one,  I  will  ven- 
ture to  assert,  all  the  members  of  which  reside 
within  the  limits  of  the  State  or  Territory  whose 
law  has  given  it  birth.  According  to  this  doc- 
trine, the  charters  of  your  banks,  of  your  colleges, 
of  your  charitable  institutions,  are  void. 

We  are  assured  that  it  is  not  the  province  of 
the  respectable  gentlemen  who  apply  for  this  priv- 
ilege, to  provide  for  the  necessities  of  the  families 


of  those  who  have  died  in  the  service  of  the  coun- 
try :  that  this  holy  work  belongs  to  Conc^ress  and 
to  the  State  Legislatures;  that  national  munifi- 
cence, as  well  as  State  liberality,  will,  in  time,  be 
active  in  affording  relief  to  those  hapless  beings 
who  have  not  inherited  the  comforts  of  wealth, 
but  the  consolations  of  good  name  and  glory.  If 
the  prospect  were  as  flattering  as  it  is  believed  to 
be,  It  would  still  be  a  harsh  refusal  of  the  present 
application  to  answer  it  in  this  way.  If  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Navy,  with  a  liberality  and  warm- 
heartedness which  do  them  honor,  desire  to  bestow 
their  mite  upon  the  wants  of  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  their  departed  brethren,  why  should  you 
not  afford  facilities  to  their  generous  intentions,  al- 
though the  treasures  of  India  had  been  collected 
for  such  a  purpose  ?  But,  really,  I  know  of  no 
reason  which  should  induce  us  to  believe  that  the 
State  or  General  Governments  will  provide  a  fund 
sufficiently  great  to  alleviate  individual  distresses. 
It  is  a  mockery,  then,  to  refuse  a  passage  to  this 
bill,  while  you  point  to  expected  benefits,  which 
are  the  mere  creations  of  deluding  hope. 

Wishing,  as  I  do,  the  incorporation  of  this  asso- 
ciation, and  to  scatter  its  advantages  as  diffusedly 
as  possible,  I  regret  that  an  amendment  offered 
yesterday  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Mitchell^  obtained  the  sanction  of  the 
House.  By  it,  the  corporation  is  allowed  to  sue 
and  be  sued  in  "courts  of  competent  jurisdiction.'' 
There  is  a  looseness  in  this  phraseology  which 
may  lead  to  error  and  difficulty.  The  lan|^uage 
of  legislation  should,  if  possible,  be  so  precise,  as 
that  the  judge,  who  is  to  expound  and  execute  the 
law,  cannot  escape  from  its  tru6  intent  and  mean- 
ing. If  once  he  is  permitted  to  apply  his  own 
constructions,  there  is  danger  that  he  will  not  only 
pronounce,  but  impose  the  law.  What  are  courts 
of  "  competent  jurisdiction  ?"  is  the  question  which 
you  leave  to  be  unriddled  by  the  bench.  Are  they 
courts  of  the  United  States,  generally,  or  courts  of 
this  District  ?  I  shall  be  told  that  tne  provision 
evidently  means  the  last,  because  we  have  no 
power  to  give  jurisdiction  to  the  former.  If  this 
be  true,  I  regret  it,  as  well  because  I  arn  sure  the 
corporation  will  be  cramped  by  a  orovision  unne- 
cessarily restrictive,  as  because  I  do  not  perceive 
that  the  Constitution  would  confine  the  institution, 
in  the  legal  prosecution  or  defence  of  its  rights,  to 
the  courts  oi  the  District.  If,  as  I  think  has  been 
shown,  you  may  create  a  corporation ;  you  may 
give  by  your  laws  to  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  jurisdiction  in  cases  where  that  corporation 
is  a  party :  for  these  tribunals  have  cognizance  of 
all  cases,  both  in  law  and  in  equity,  arising  under 
the  Constitution,  laws,  or  treaties — and  if  it  be 
competent  for  you,  and  I  think  it  has  been  so  de- 
cided by  the  Supreme  Court,  to  give  to  the  citi- 
zens of  a  Territoiy  the  right  to  sue.  and  the  capacity 
to  be  sued,  in  like  manner  as  if  tney  were  citizens 
of  a  State;  if  you  may  exercise  such  legislation 
over  natural  persons,  1  do  not  see  why  you  may 
not  extend  it  to  persons  of  your  own  creation.  It 
may  be  added  that,  to  extend  the  remedy,  either 
for  or  against  them,  to  the  circuit  courts,  does  not 
actually  enlarge  the  power  of  the  corporation. 
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Suits  may  "be  commenced  by  the  several  members 
in  their  individual  names,  as  matters  now  are ; 
but,  by  restoring  the  original  clause  of  the  bill, 
you  anbrd  a  convenience,  and  ivothing  more.  I 
make  these  suggestions,  sir,  under  the  hope  that 
the  chairman  of  the  Naviil  Committee  will,  if  he 
shall  think  them  worthy  of  his  attention,  make  an 
effort  to  amend  the  bill  in  this  particular. 

A  fear  has  been  expressed  that  the  Association 
will  receive,  under  your  law,  an  authority  liable 
to  be  abused.  Now,  what,  once  more  let  me  ask, 
is  the  object  of  the  corporation  ?  Charitv — pure 
charity!  And  is  there  indeed  danger  that,  in- 
stead of  distributing  alms,  the  members  of  this 
society  will  plot  the  destruction  of  your  liberty  ? 
that  tney  who  have  fought  for  your  Constitution 
and  your  rights  will  compass  the  ruin  of  both  ? 
Who  does  not  see  that  such  "  horrible  imagin- 
ings'' can  never  assume  the  shape  of  fearful  real- 
ity? that  the  bill  under  consideration  does  not 
ofier  the  slightest  stimulus  to  ambition  or  pretext 
to  usurpation  ?  But  we  may  reasonably  presume 
that  the  time  will  come  when  the  laudaole  benev- 
olence of  this  society  may  be  interrupted  or  per- 
yerted  in  its  course ;  that  some  man  or  set  of  men 
may  use  it  for  unworthy  purposes.  And  what 
then  ?  Is  this  a  reason  why  you  should  not  pro- 
mote this  benignant  design  ?  If  it  be,  it  is  pre- 
cisely equal  with  that  argument  which  should 
condemn  our  sacred  religion,  because  its  doctrines 
have  been  misquoted  and  misdirected  by  bigots  and 
fanatics. 

I  know  that  the  supposed  impropriety  of  crea- 
ting any  corporation,  will  influence  the  votes  of 
many  honorable  gentlemen  against  the  bill ;  and 
it  is  ver^r  probable,  that  if  this  were  to  be  theArst 
corporation,  I  should  not  be  its  advocate.  It  is 
questionable  if  such  associations  be  altogether 
congruous  with  republican  principles.  That  they 
are  sometimes  influenced  by  malignity,  iffnorance, 
prejudice,  and  partiality,  to  the  injury  of  individ- 
ual repose,  and  to  the  mconvenience  of  the  com- 
munity, is  certain.  But,  gentlemen  know  we 
have  heretofore  ffiven  existence  to  corporations, 
both  literary  and  moneyed,  and  that  these  last 
have  sprung  up  within  this  District,  under  your 
influence,  with  the  ripeness  of  plants  bursting 
from  a  hot  bed.  And  will  you  pause  in  this  pof 
icy  at  a  moment  when  you  are  urged  onwara  by 
an  animating  and  interesting  benevolence  ?  No, 
sir.  If  you  must  frown  upon  such  charters,  let  it 
not  be  on  this,  which  merits  only  your  smiles. 
Let  the  strengtn  of  your  displeasure  be  reserved 
for  some  great  and  wealthy  institution,  when  it 
shall  ask  a  renewal  of  its  powers  and  privileges. 

The  House  is  warned  against  the  measure,  be- 
cause it  is  believed  to  be  the  first  of  a  long  series, 
and  gentlemen  prophesjr  that  the  incorporation  of 
officers  of  the  Navy  wiU  be  followed  by  that  of 
the  officers  of  the  Army.  Be  it  so.  Whenever 
the  officers  of  the  Army  shall  pray  Congress  to 
enable  them  to  frame  a  society,  kinared  in  its  ob- 
ject and  motives  with  this,  I  hope  the  permission 
will  be  promptly  accorded.  It  seems  to  me  that 
we  should  evmce  a  distrust  inapplicable  to  them, 
and  unjust  in  ourselves,  to  refuse  it.    I  do  not  be- 


lieve that  there  is  a  feeling  of  hostility  to  ooi  re- 

fublican  institution  either  in  the  Army  or  Navy. 
know  that  the  eeprit  du  corps  exists  in  both ;  but 
that  it  is  also  to  be  found  in  the  House  of  Repre 
sentatives,  and  in  the  Senate,  and  everywhere, 
amon^  bodies  or-  assemblages  of  men,  to  whom 
there  is  identity  of  feelinffs  and  pursuits.  [  would 
not  excite  this  spirit  by  legislative  paraperiitf,  or 
foster  it  by  unnecessary  enaetments ;  but,  where 
the  purpose  is  to  direct  it,  through  proper  ch&n- 
neb,  to  the  welfare  of  mankind,  to  direct  it,  if 
you  please,  from  the  dreams  of  mad  ambition  to 
peace  and  good  will,  I  would  throng  your  archires 
with  statutes  of  incorporation. 

I  hope,  sir,  the  bill  will  pass.  The  booD  is 
slender,  and  the  request  commended  to  youratlen* 
tioo  by  a  modesty  characteristic  of  the  officers  of 
the  Navy.  If  there  be  any  one  thing  more  than 
another,  in  the  character  of  our  naval  heroes, 
which  extorts  admiration,  it  is  a  gentleness  sod 
simplicity,  which  is  only  equalled  by  skill  in  their 
proiession  and  invincibility  in  war. 

Mr.  CoLDEN  spoke  affainst  the  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLare,  -who  wished  the 
opportunity  of  replying  to  Mr.  Archer  when  the 
House  should  be  less  fatigued  than  now,  the  bill 
was  laid  on  the  table  until  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  January  8. 

A  new  member,  to  wit :  from  Maryland,  Isac 
McKiM,  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  resignation  oi  Samuel  Smitn,  appeared, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  CarroU,  of 
Duddington,  and  others;  which  was  read,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Williams,  also,  from  the  same  cooumttee, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Seoate, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Byers,^  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment,  and  the  bill 
was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Cook,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  reconmiitted  the  engrossed 
bill  to  confirm  certain  claims  to  lots  in  the  village 
of  Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  reported  the 
same  witn  an  amendment ;  which  was  concurred 
in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  iIernandez  presented  a  memorial  of  suq- 
dry  inhabitants  of  St.  Augustine,  in  East  Florida, 

§  racing  that  the  Floridas  may  be  formed  ifito  tvo 
istinct  Territorial  governments ;  that  a  separate 
board  of  commissioners  may  be  appointed  to  ascer- 
tain titles  and  claims  to  land  in  the  eastern  sec- 
tion of  said  Territory ;  that  the  expenses  attendioi 
the  exhibition  of  proof  of  title  to  lands  may  be  de 
frayed  out  of  the  Public  Treasury ;  thai  settle 
ments  may  be  allowed  on  the  public  lands,  witii 
permission  to  the  settlers,  subsequently,  to  purchab« 
their  improvements  at  the  minimum  price  estab- 
lished for  said  lands ;  that  the  aid  oi  Congr^ 
may  be  extended  in  the  opening  and  repairing  ot 
roads,  and  the  erection  of  bridges  in  said  Territory; 
that  lighthouses  and  buoys  may  be  erected  m 
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placed  at  cerlain  points,  designated  in  said  memo- ' 
lial ;  that  adequate  measures  may  be  adopted  to 
insure  the  tranquillity  and  security  of  the  Territory 
against  the  aggressions  of  the  Seminole  Indians ; 
that  measures  maj  be  adopted  for  settling  the 
claims  to  land  derived  from  grants  from  the  Brit- 
ish Government,  commonly  cisdled  British  grants ; 
that  the  members  of  the  Legislative  Council  may 
hereaAer  be  elected  by  the  people ;  that  the  opera- 
tion of  an  act,  passed  by  the  said  council,  for  the 
levying  and  collection  of  taxes,  which  the  memo- 
rialists complain  of  as  oppressive  and  unjust,  may 
be  sospeuded  by  act  of  Congress.  The  memori- 
alists farther  complain  against  another  act  of  the 
said  council,  whereby  common  soldiers  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States^  quartered  in  said  Ter- 
ritory, are  permitted  to  vote  in  the  election  of  a  dele- 
gate to  Congress,  and  praying  for  a  correction  of 
the  eril.  And  further,  that  the  judicial  svstem  of 
said  Territory  may  be  so  altered  as  to  oe  better 
suited  to  the  genius  and  condition,  and  the  pres- 
ent political  situation  of  its  inhabitants;  wnich 
memorial  was  read ;  and  its  subjects  referred  to 
the  proper  committees. 

On  motioa  of  Mr.  Bayues,  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  instructed  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  authorizing  by  law  the 
transportation  of  the  eastern  mail  of  the  United 
States  in  steamboats  from  the  city  of  New  York, 
to  Providence,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  or  to 
some  town  situated  on  Taunton  river,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  during  the  whole,  or  during  a 
part  of  the  year. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCoy,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
any,  and,  if  any,  what,  measures  are  necessary  to 
protect  and  secure  the  Government,  in  the  several 
departments,  from  impositions  by  the  exhibit  of 
fraudulent  claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the 
Secreury  of  the  Treasury  to  locate,  in  sections, 
the  quantity  of  one  township  in  the  district  south 
of  Red  river ;  and  the  quantity  of  one  township 
in  the  district  north  of  Red  river ;  and  the  quan- 
tity of  one  township  in  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
appropriated  to  the  support  of  seminaries  of  learn- 
ing, by  the  seventh  section  of  '^An  act  providing 
for  the  final  adjustment  of  claims  to  land,  and  for 
the  sale  of  public  lands  in  the  territories  of  Or- 
leans and  liOuLsiana,"  approved  3d  of  March, 
1811. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  light- 
house on  the  eastern  coast  of  Florida,  at  Cape 
Carnaverill,  or  at  some  suitable  point  between 
that  cape  and  the  lighthouse  to  be  erected  at  Key 
Largo. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  changing  the  mode  of  survey- 
ing the  public  lands  on  the  river  Mississippi,  and 
adopting  that  formerly  used  by  the  Spaniso  Qov- 
ernment. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Morgan,  the  CAnmittee  on 
Naval  Aflairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  to  the  widowed  mother  of 
James  Denny,  late  a  gunner  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  who  was  killed  in  the  boat  with 
Lieutenant  Allen,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  dollars  a  year,  for  five  years. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  altering  the  times  of  holding  the 
circuit  court  within  the  sixth  circuit  of  South 
Carolina  district ;  also,  as  to  the  propriety  of  ex- 
tending the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress,  ap- 
proved the  2d  of  March,  1809,  entitled  "An  act 
to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States." 
to  meet  the  exigency  arising  out  of  the  death  of  a 
district  judge,  as  well  as  that  which  results  from 
his  occasional  disability. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  reserving  from  sale  a  portion  of 
the  public  lands  through  which  a  canal  may  be 
constructed  to  unite  the  navigable  waters  of  the 
river  Wabash,  and  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  and 
to  grant  a  portion  of  such  lands  for  the  purpose  of 
constructing  such  canal. 

Mr.  Ingham  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  one  day : 

JUaoived,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  thie  House  a  statement  of  the 
cnetoni-houee  bonds  outstanding  on  the  lit  of  Decern- 
ber,  1822,  and  falling  due  within  the  year  1823,  with 
the  amount  of  debentures  chargeable  upon  the  same, 
and  Um  probable  expense  of  collection. 

AUot  A  statement  of  the  amount  of  the  bonds  out- 
standing on  the  Ist  of  January,  1821,  and  at  the  com- 
mencement of  each  quarter  during  that  year,  with  the 
debentures  chargeable  upon  the  same  at  the  respective 
periods. 

AUo,  The  amount  of  revenue  from  customs  which 
will  probably  accrue  in  the  year  1823,  and  the  portion 
thereof  which  will  probably  be  received  in  the  course 
of  that  year ;  stating  the  average  amount  which  has 
been  lecei^d  on  the  customs  accrued  within  each 
year,  since  1816,  inclnsive. 

AUo,  A  statement  of  the  whole  amount  of  the  un- 
expended balaaoes  of  the  sinking  fiind,  distinguishing 
each  year  since  1817 ;  and  on  what  principle  he  dis- 
tioguisbei  the  balances  that  will  aoerae  against  that 
fond,  in  1823  and  1824,fiom  those  of  preceding  years, 
by  which  he  proposes  in  his  annual  report  of  the  22d 
of  December,  1822,  to  charge  the  estimated  unexpend- 
ed baUnces  of  1823  and  1824,  upon  the  revenues  of 
1826. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  engrossed  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  additional  judge  for  the  Michi- 
gan Territory,  and  for  other  nurposes ;"  and  the 
bill  having  t>een  read  the  third  time,  the  question 
was  taken.  Shall  it  pass  ?  and  passed  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

NAVAL  FRATERNAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  the  bill 
^<  to  incorporate  the  Naval  Fraternal  Association." 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  said,  that,  having 
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already  suffinittcd  his  views,  generally,  upoD  the 
subject  before  the  House,  he  would  not  have  in- 
truded again  upon  their  time,  if  he  had  not  been 
so  particularly  alluded  to,  in  the  course  of  their 
remarks,  by  his  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Archer) 
and  the  two  gentlemen  from  New  York  (Mr. 
CoLOEN  and  Mr.  Wooo.) 

Notwithstanding  the  debate  had  arisen  very 
unexpectedly,  he  believed  to  all,  and  certainly  to 
him,  he  was  not  surprised  at  the  range  it  had  taken, 
and  the  zeal  with  which  it  had  l^en  conducted. 
\yhen  he  heard  the  prejudices  in  behalf  of  State 
rights,  and  the  jealousjr  of  Constitutional  power 
invoked  by  the  opposition,  he  was  aware  that 
numerous  spirits  would  come  forth,  and  he  knew 
as  well,  that  his  friend  from  Virginia,  who  stood 
the  Ajaz  Telamon  of  the  band  who  watched  so 
carefully  the  movements  of  the  Greneral  Govern- 
ment, could  not  be  insensible  to  the  charm.  He 
would  not  detain  the  House  in  attempting  an  an- 
swer, in  detail,  to  each  objection  which  had  been 
urged  against  the  power  of  Congress  to  incorpo- 
rate this  association.  If  he  understood  them  cor- 
rectly, they  might  be  reduc^  substantially  to  two 
points:  1.  That  the  powers  of  Congress  within 
the  District  of  Columbia  were  not  municipal  or 
universal,  but  mereljr  exclusive  of  other  legisla- 
tion ;  2.  That  the  objects  of  the  association  were 
the  true  test  of  our  power,  and  that,  as  in  this  case, 
these  were  exterior  to,  and  to  extend  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  District — we  have  no  power  to  grant 
the  corporation. 

Mr.  MgLanb  said,  his  object  would  be  to  show 
that  the  positions  were  unfounded.  He  entered 
into  a  discussion  of  the  powers  of  the  Gbvernment, 
generally,  and  of  Congress  over  the  District  of 
Columbia.  He  contended,  that  the  terms  exclu- 
sive legislation,  as  used  in  the  Constitution,  im- 
ported full  sovereignty,  and  vested  in  Congress 
the  same  supremacy,  within  the  District,  as  could 
be  exercised  by  any  sovereign  Power,  witnin  its  ac- 
knowledged territory. 

He  proceeded  to  say,  that  all  the  powers  of  the 
Gkneral  Government,  within  their  sphere,  were 
necessarily  exclusive  of  other  legislation,  because 
they  were  supreme.  He  asserted  the  general  dis- 
tinction to  be,  that,  without  the  district,  the  pow- 
ers of  Congress  were  limited  as  to  their  objects, 
and  unlimited  as  to  territory  ;  but  that,  within  it, 
they  were  circumscribed  as  to  territory,  and  un- 
limited as  to  their  objects ;  but  that,  in  Doth  cases, 
they  were  supreme,  and  exclusive  of  all  other  le- 
gislative interference.  Congress,  he  said,  had 
power  to  raise  armies ;  to  provide  and  maintain  a 
navy  ;  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations, 
and  among  the  several  States ;  to  coin  money, 
and  to  la)r  and  collect  taxes,  imposts,  and  excises, 
which  might  be  exercised  in  any,  or  all  of  the 
States  of  the  Union,  exclusive  of  the  control  of 
either.  In  the  exercise  of  these  powers,  the  laws 
of  Congress  bore  a  supreme  swav,  and  rode  over 
all  conflicting  authority ;  and  if,  as  a  means  to 
carry  them  into  execution,  it  should  become  ne- 
cessary to  create  a  corporation,  it  might  be  creat- 
ed with  authority  to  exercise  its  functions  in  any 
part  of  the  United  States.    These,  he  admitted. 


were  ail  national  objects,  and  left  the  State  aa- 
thorities  in  the  full  possession  of  their  municipal 
power,  within  their  respective  limits. 

But,  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  same 
supreme  power  of  Congress  prevailed,  and  em- 
bracing a  ereater  diversity  of  objects.  Here  it 
encountered  no  other  power  whatever.  Here,  ail 
State  authority  had  ceased  to  exist — ^it  had  passed 
to  the  General  Government,  whose  power  might 
be  exerted  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  any  other,  and 
embrace  as  well  municinal  as  national  objects. 

The  terms  exclusive  legislation,  could  not  pre- 
suppose the  existence  of  another  power,  whose  en- 
tire extinction  was  the  very  object  of  the  cession 
of  the  District  to  Congress,  but  must  have  intend- 
ed to  vest  in  Congress  the  same  power  which  had 
been  exercised  previous  to  the  cession  of  the  States 
ceding  it — ^to  add  to  its  general  objects  those  of  a 
municipal  character.  It  was  absolutely  necessary, 
he  said,  that  such  power  should  exist  somewhere ; 
and,  if  it  did  not  belong  to  Congress,  he  asked 
gentlemen  to  tell  him  where  it  was  to  be  foond. 
Could  it  be  pretended  that  the  authority  of  Virgi- 
nia and  Maryland  had  any  operation  m  the  Dis- 
trict for  any  purpose  whatever  ?  No ;  it  had  en- 
tirely disappeared. 

He  said,  he  could  not  conceal  his  surprise  that 
a  principle  so  clear  had  been  seriously  contested; 
but,  as  it  had  become  necessary  to  discuss  it,  he 
begged  leave  to  refer  to  the  text  book  of  the  Con- 
stitution ;  and  he  invited  the  attention  of  gentle- 
men to  a  number  of  the  "  Federalist,"  in  which 
the  nature  of  this  power  of  Congress  over  the  dis- 
trict had  been  adverted  to.  It  was  understood  to 
be  the  production  of  the  late  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  whose  regard  for  State  rights,  it  would 
be  admitted,  was  not  inferior  to  his  accurate  con- 
ception of  tne  true  spirit  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion. "  The  indispensable  necessity,"  says  Mr. 
Madison,  '^  of  complete  authority  at  the  Seat  of 
'  Government,  carries  its  own  evidence  with  it  It 
'  is  a  power  exercised  by  every  Legislature  of  the 
*  Union.  I  might  say  of  the  world,  by  virtue  of  its 
'  general  supremacy. 

Mr.  McLane  then  proceeded  to  show  the  ex- 
ercise of  municipal  powers  by  Congress,  over  all 
objects,  in  virtue  of  this  general  supremacy.  He 
instanced  the  application  of  private  property  to 
public  purposes ;  the  reflation  of  private  prop- 
erty generally,  the  definition  of  offences,  and  the 
creation  of  punishments.  If,  in  virtue  of  this  gene- 
ral supremacy,  said  he,  you  can  exert  one  or  more 
of  these  municipal  objects,  you  may,  for  the  same 
reason,  embrace  the  whole  family  of  municipal 
powers.  And,  if  you  can  do  this ;  if  you  can 
make  rules  without  limit,  which  concern  the  lives, 
liberties,  and  property  or  the  people ;  if  yoa  role 
supreme,  and  without  control ;  can  you  not  create 
a  corporation,  which  is  little  more  than  prescrib- 
ing a  rule,  bv  which  a  number  of  individuals 
may  manage  tneir  common  property,  by  their  own 
consent  ? 

Grentlemen  appeared  to  consider,  that^  in  creating 
a  corporation,  we  were  originating  an  association 
of  individuals  for  some  tremendous  purpose,  who, 
under  color  of  our  authority,  were  to  assert  on- 
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limiled  privileges  in  erery  part  of  the  Union.  In- 
stead of  which,  finding  a  number  of  men  asso- 
ciated, to  raise  a  fund  for  a  particular  purpose,  we 
gire  them  individuality  merely,  ana  authorize 
them  to  do  certain  acts  within  this  District,  for 
the  more  easy  attainment  of  their  object.  We  do 
not  presume  to  bring  them  into  conflict  with  any 
State  authority  whatever.  We  give  them  the 
power  to  exist  and  act  as  a  corporation  here,  and 
we  leave  to  the  discretion  and  courtesv  of  other 
powers  to  treat  them  as  they  do  all  other  corpo- 
rate bodies  deriving  their  being  from  a  local  au- 
thority. 

If  we  cannot  create  such  a  corporation  as  this, 
how  have  we  created  our  Territorial  governments, 
which  are  corporations  of  the  highest  grade,  them- 
selves exercising  municipal  powers,  and  possess- 
ing an  authority  to  create  other  corporations 
within  their  respective  limits  ?    No  one  doubts, 
said  he.  that  it  would  be  competent  for  Consress 
to  establish  a  local  Legislature  within  this  Dis- 
trict, and  for  himself  he  regretted  it  had  not  been 
done.     Such  a  Legislature,  he  contended,  exer- 
cising an  authority  similar  to  that  possessed  by  the 
respective  State  Legislatures  of  the  Union,  could 
create  such  a  corporation  as  is  now  applied  for ; 
and  how,  therefore,  can  it  be  argued  that  we,  who 
can  create  the  Legislature,  are  incompetent  to 
create  the  corporation  ?    In  short,  said  he,  I  know 
no  limit  to  the  powers  of  Congress,  over  this  Dis- 
trict, other  than  are  necessarily  prescribed  by  the 
principles  of  the  Government,  and  I  believe  none 
can  be  shown.    It  is  an  absolute,  though  a  local 
supremacy,  and  the  mere  statement  of  the  propo- 
sition furnishes  a  complete  answer  to  the  fears 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  and  from  New 
York. 

^Where,  he  asked,  was  the  danger  which  had 
been  apprehended  from  such  power  ?  It  is  easy 
to  deal  in  frightful  terms,  and  dress  an  object  in 
terrors,  whicn  in  reality  should  be  as  harmless  as 
the  dove.  One  gentleman  had  said  we  were 
planting  a  lever  in  this  District  which  might  sway 
the  Union  1  But,  said  he,  there  are  twenty-four 
levers  of  a  similar  kind  in  constant  operation.  All 
the  States  of  the  Confederacy  are  in  the  daily  exer- 
cise of  the  same  power,  and  are  perpetually[  grant- 
ing acts  of  incorporation,  and  yet  the  Union  has 
nerer  been  moved  from  its  centre!  The  authority 
of  no  one  State  comes  into  conflict  with  another ; 
each  exerts  its  own  machinery  within  its  own 
limits,  without  even  producing  a  jar  in  that  of  its 
neig^hbor,  or  in  any  manner  disturbing  the  har- 
mony of  the  whole ;  so  that,  in  fact,  that  which 
is  anected  to  be  most  dreaded,  is  the  greatest 
beautjr  of  our  whole  svstem.  But  the  same  power 
wrhich  is  so  harmlessly  and  beneficially  exercised 
by  New  York,  or  Virginia,  when  exerted  by  the 
Creneral  Qovernment  over  its  own  District,  is  de- 
nounced as  full  of  peril  to  the  Republic  !  The 
fears  of  genUemen  are  immediately  aroused,  and 
they  appear  to  be  alarmed  at  the  size  of  the  ob- 
jcfCt  by  whom  the  power  is  wielded.  It  has  been 
denominate  a  monster,  that  is  to  sweep  away 
oar  liberties!  a  giant  that  will  devour  us!  But 
gentlemen  do  not  recollect  that  the  giant  is  con- 


fined within  a  narrow  space,  whose  limits  are  ac- 
curately defined  and  secarelv  guarded.  He  is  a 
giant  mildly  presiding  over  nis  own  narrow  mu- 
nicipality, and  quietlv  managing  his  domestic 
concerns.  He  resembles  much  more  an  Hercules 
playing  with  the  distafi^  than  waging  war  against 
the  Nemaean  lion.  Sir,  said  Mr.  McLane,  it  is 
not  by  the  operations  of  the  General  Qovernment, 
within  the  circumscribed  limits  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  that  State  rights  are  to  be  subverted  or 
invaded.  The  danger  is  to  be  apprehended,  if  at 
all,  when  we  come  to  raise  and  discipline  armies, 
to  levy  war  with  foreign  nations^  and  to  graduate 
the  scale  of  State  authority.  It  is  when  the  ffiant 
puts  on  his  complete  armor,  and,  drawing  to  him- 
self the  whole  train  of  Executive,  Legislative, 
and  Judicial  powers,  express  and  implied,  strides 
abroad,  and  stretches  bis  arms  over  the  States  of 
the  Union,  that  his  step  requires  to  be  watched, 
and  in  such  a  case^  said  he,  I  will  place  myself  by 
the  side  of  my  friend  from  Virginia,  and  assist 
him  in  preserving  the  inviolability  of  State  juris- 
diction. 

By  what  he  had  already  said,  Mr.  McLane  as- 
sumed it  as  proved,  that  Congress  had  the  power 
to  create  a  corporation  within  this  District,  for  all 
purposes  whatsoever,  provided  its  functions  were 
to  be  performed  there.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Archer)  had  conceded,  and,  if  he  had 
not,  it  could  be  easily  shown  that  the  residence 
of  the  members  of  tne  incorporation  was  imma- 
terial, and  furnished  no  test  of  its  locality.  He 
agreed  with  that  gentleman,  and  with  others  that 
had  spoken,  that  the  true  test  of  locality  depended 
upon  the  place  in  which  its  corporate  functions 
were  to  be  exercised,  thouffh  to  him  it  was  appa- 
rent, that  the  gentleman  had  confounded  the  ob- 
jects of  the  association  with  the  functions  of  the 
corporation;  and  because  the  former  might  ex- 
tend beyond  the  District,  he  argued  that  the  cor- 
poration had  no  locality  within  it.  The  whole 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  rested 
upon  this  foundation,  and.  unless  he  could  recon- 
cile two  thinj^  essentially  dissimilar,  it  would 
entirely  fail  him.  The  gentleman  had  obviously 
mistaken  the  fruits  resulting  from  its  exercise  for 
the  function  itself,  and  in  this  consisted  the  fallacy 
of  the  argument  A  function,  said  Mr.  McLanb, 
is  the  power  or  faculty  by  which  either  a  material 
or  artificial  person  aischarges  its  duties.  The 
functions  of  a  corporation  are  the  powers  con- 
ferred upon  it  by  the  charter,  and  which  it  exer- 
cises in  virtue  of  its  corporate  capacity.  This 
corporation  is  the  artificial  person  of  our  creation, 
and  the  powers  with  which  we  endow  it,  and 
those  only,  constitute  its  being,  and  can  be  prop- 
erly called  its  functions.  The  creation  of  these 
functions  involves  our  power,  but  the  consequence 
flowing  from  their  exercise  are  matters  of  expe- 
diency merely.  If  the  locality  of  this  corporation 
should  be  tested  by  these  distinctions,  our  power 
is  susceptible  of  the  clearest  demonstration. 

When  I  first  submitted  my  views  upon  this 
bill,  said  Mr.  McL.,  I  mentioned  the  power  to 
have  perpetual  succession  as  the  princiipal  func- 
tion, being,  in  troth,  the  very  end  of  the  incorpo- 
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ration.  That  all  the  powers  of  this  function  were 
to  be  exercised  within  the  District,  could  not  be 
denied.  All  the  elections  were  to  take  place  here; 
here  they  were  to  designate  the  objects  of  their 
fund ;  here,  in  effect,  they  were  to  dispense  their 
charity.  lif  the  payments  were  to  be  made  to  the 
objects  of  their  charity,  in  person  here,  he  pre- 
sumed the  doubts  of  the  most  sceptical  would  be 
removed ;  and  he  could  perceive  no  difference  be- 
tween the  order  for  payment,  and  the  payment  in 
fact;  or  between  the  receipt  of  the  money  in  per- 
son, or  by  power  of  attorney.  But  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  fMr.  CoLnsN,}  feeling  the  force 
of  the  argument,  nad  said  that  the  nower  of  per- 
petual succession  was  no  function,  out  a  "  qual- 
ity." As  the  gentleman  had  not  obliged  us  with 
his  idea  of  the  distinction  between  a  quality  and 
a  function,  as  applied  to  a  corporate  body,  he 
would  not  differ  about  words,  but  would  appeal  to 
the  gentleman's  legal  knowledge  upon  this  sub- 
ject. He  could  not  avoid  remmding  the  House, 
nowever.  that,  while  the  gentleman  denied  the 
power  01  perpetual  succession  to  be  a  function,  he 
zealously  contended,  that  the  meeting  of  the  offi- 
cers was  a  most  essential  one !  for  which  Mr.  McL. 
could  discover  no  other  reason  than  that  it  ena- 
bled the  gentleman  very  gravely  to  argue,  that, 
as  the  bin  merely  directed  the  meetinffs  to  be 
holden  '*  at  the  Seat  of  Grovernment,"  they  were 
not  necessarily  confined  to  tU  District  of  Columbia,' 
Mr.  McL.  here,  passing  over  some  observations 
which  he  had  intended  to  make  in  reply  to  the 

gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Coldem,)  if  he 
ad  been  in  his  seat,  proceeded  to  enumerate  and 
animadvert  upon  the  other  functions  of  a  corpo- 
ration, which  he  said  consisted  in  the  power  to 
sue  or  be  sued ;  to  grant  or  receive  by  its  corpo- 
rate name;  and  do  all  other  acts  that  natural 
persons  may ;  to  purchase  lands  for  the  benefit  of 
themselves  and  their  successors ;  to  have  a  com- 
mon seal  through  which  to  speak  and  act,  and 
manifest  its  intentions ;  and  to  make  by-laws  for 
its  government,  provided  they  were  not  contrary 
to  its  charter  or  the  laws  of  the  land.  The  per- 
formance of  each  of  these  functions^  he  repeated, 
was  confined,  by  the  bill,  to  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia ;  and  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Golden)  was  once  more  unhappy  in  attributing 
to  the  bv-laws  the  power  of  cnanginff  the  place 
of  the  elections,  as  he  was  also  superficial,  in  se- 
riously asserting;  the  impracticability  of  a  man  in 
New  York  voting  at  an  election  in  Washington, 
overlooking  entirely  the  use  of  the  proxp,  with 
which,  if  he  had  not  been  previously  fainiliar,  he 
had  been  reminded  in  the  debate. 

If,  therefore,  said  Mr.  McL.,  all  the  legal  func- 
tions of  this  corporation  are  to  be  performed  with- 
in, how  can  it  be  unconstitutional^  if  some  of  the 
objects  who  are  to  derive  aid  from  its  benevolence, 
but  are  not  members  of  the  body,  reside  without 
the  District  ?  If  the  residence  of  the  corporators 
be  no  test  of  locality,  can  that  of  the  objects,  who 
had  no  concern  but  in  its  charity,  be  more  so  ?  Is 
it  not  clear  that,  to  pronounce  the  function  ille- 
gitimate, the  gentleman  ib  obliged  to  follow  the 
consequence  of  its  exercise  ?    You  find  a  number 


of  your  citizens  associated  together,  to  raise  a 
fund  for  charitable  purposes— 4o  rdieve  the  neces* 
sities  of  the  widow  and  orphan  of  those  who  may 
die  in  your  service ;  and  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
management  of  this  fund,  you  endow  ihe  con- 
tributors with  certain  corporate  functioas,  and 
authorize  their  performance  in  this  District  Thej 
are  performed  here,  and  the  benefits  of  this  per- 
formance are  shared  b^  citizens  of  other  States*, 
but  can  this  render  their  performance  UDkwfall 
It  is  obvious  you  do  not  mean  to  empower  theie 
corporators  to  do  any  thine  beyond  these  hmitsia 
opposition  to  the  laws  of  any  State,  that  ihey 
could  not  have  done  without  your  interference. 
You  mean  to  sav  that  their  powers  shall  he  ex- 
erted here,  and  tneir  objects  may  flow  whereso- 
ever they  may  be  unobstructed  by  any  higher 
authority.    I  admit,  that  before  you  confer  (k 
powers,  it  is  your  duty  to  be  satisfied  of  the  expe 
diency  and  beneficial  tendency  of  their  exercise; 
but,  being  satisfied  of  these,  i  concur  in  opinioD 
with  the  eloquent  gentleman  from  Gieorgia,  (Mr. 
Reio,)  that  the  more  the  benefits  were  to  be  dif- 
fused, the  more  urgent  would  be  the  proprietf  of 
granting  the  powers.    Suppose  it  to  cooteaipiie 
objects  of  charity  in  anotner  State,  it  does  so  in 
the  same  manner  as  an^r  individual  would,  who 
designed  to  apply  his  private  narse  for  a  similar 
purpose.    It  is  in  the  nature  ot  every  associatioii 
for  general  or  public  purposes,  to  spread  its  influ- 
ence over  an  extent  proportionate  to  its  objects; 
and  it  is  with  corporate  bodies  as  with  natonl 
persons,  that  their  operations  will  be  felt  as  fans 
their  ordinary  intercourse  and  relations  in  busi- 
ness may  be  extended.    If  the  powers  of  CoD|t0s 
should  depend  upon  circumscribing  these  efieeu 
or  objects,  within  this  District,   they  would  be 
too  impotent  to  be  practically  executed.   Snd 
a  principle  would  prevent  an  individual  from  di5- 
pensing  charitv  to  objects  beyond  the  District, 
and  the  law  which  should  protect  his  indostrr,by 
which  he  acquired  the  fund  for  this  purpoMi 
would  be  void.    You  could  not  incorDoiate  a 
trading  company,  because  the  effects  (m  a  wis« 
and  prudent  exercise  of  its  corporate  fuoetioBs 
here,  might  beiget  relations  and  enrich  obieets  ic 
other  parts  of  the  Union.    The  doctrine,  he  said, 
was  at  variance  with  every  principle  of  soaad 
reason,  and  the  whole  practice  of  the  OoTero- 
ment. 

In  the  exercise  of  your  iimnieipal  power,  yoQ 
incorporate  a  bank,  with  a  lar^  amount  of  ca^* 
tal,  and  locate  it  within  the  District ;  but  do  you 
mean  to  say,  that  it  will  or  can  have  no  object  ex- 
terior to  the  District  ?  Do  you  not  mean  to  r^ 
commend  the  circulation  of  its  paper  to  ererr  pu^ 
of  the  community  where  it  can  be  received  ?  D^^ 
you  intend  that  it  shall  create  no  debts,  and  estab- 
lish no  relations  in  business  elsewhere  ?  No,  for 
this  would  be  utterly  vain.  You  mean,  thoug:b, 
to  give  it  a  legal  existence  here,  and  you  leare  it$ 
influence  elsewhere  to  the  operations  of  the  lav| 
and  interests  of  society.  A  part  or  the  whole « 
the  stock  of  your  bank  may  be  owned  by  the  do- 
zens of  other  States  ;  its  operations  controlled  b^' 
their  management,  and  the  profits  paid  and  le- 
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ceived  whererer  the  o\nier  may  be ;  and  would 
the  charter,  for  that  reason,  be  oneoastitntional  ? 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Archer)  tuts 
attempted  to  distingaish  this  from  the  case  before 
the  Houae,  by  alleginj;  that,  in  the  case  of  the 
bank,  the  objects  exterior  to  tne  District  are  mere^ 
ly  collateral,  or  ineidental,  and,  therefore,  could 
not  be  foreseen.  But  this  is  evidently  a  distinc- 
tion without  a  difference.  The  objects  enume- 
rated are  certainly  "  incidental,"  hot  they  are  ne^ 
cessarily  so^  and  flow  naturally  from  every  bank- 
ing operation.  Besides,  sir,  you  are  bound  to 
foresee  the  most  natural  consequences  of  your 
law9,  and  you  aet  under  a  blind  policy  if  you  do 
not.  And,  sir,  said  Mr.  McL.,  if  you  fail  to  fore* 
see  consequences,  which  are  thus  naturally  inci- 
dent to  your  measures,  would  your  want  or  com- 
mon foresight  le§ralize  that  which  would  be  other- 
wise unconstitutional  ?  If  there  were  any  force 
in  this  argument,  a  non-resident  of  the  District 
conld  not  purchase  any  stock  in  one  of  your  banks; 
and,  if  he  did,  his  purchase  would  be  void,  or  the 
charter  be  violated. 

Again,  sir^  you  desire  to  clear  the  navigation  of 
the  river  which  flows  through  this  District;  or  to 
unite  some  distant  stream  with  its  waters,  and,  as 
necessary  to  this,  yon  cut  a  canal  through  a  part 
of  your  limits.  The  proposed  object  is  to  bring 
the  trade  of  a  remote  part  of  the  country  to  your 
city,  and  as  much  for  the  advantage  of  tnose  at  a 
distance,  who  are  to  bring  their  merchandise  hith- 
er, as  for  your  own  merchants  here,  you  foresee, 
and,  foreseeing,  design  avowedly  to  promote  the 
exterior  object.  Will  any  gentleman  deny  your 
po'wer  to  incorporate  a  company  to  do  this  ?  And 
may  not  those  who  live  remote  from  the  District, 
and  who  reap  the  benefit  of  the  improvement,  be- 
come members  of  the  incorporation  ?  You  also 
authorize  money  to  be  raised  by  a  lottery,  and 
grant  ao  act  of  incorporation,  if  it  be  necessary, 
to  accomplish  it ;  if  you  catinot  force  the  sale  of 
your  tickets  in  the  several  States,  do  you  not  de- 
sign to  invite  their  citizens  to  come  here  and  buy; 
and  may  they  not  do  so,  and  receive  the  prizes,  if 
they  be  fortunate? 

But,  said  Mr.  McL.,  at  the  same  time  that  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  argued  u]>on  this  distinc- 
tion, his  accustomed  candor  and  intelligence  led 
him  to  admit,  that  Congress  possesses  the  same 
power  to  <;reate  a  corporation  within  this  District, 
as  is  possessed  by  any  State  of  the  Union,  within 
its  limits;  and  this  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  surrender 
of  the  whole  argument.  Let  me  ask,  sir,  said  he,  if 
a  State  Legislature  cannot  incorporate  a  char- 
itable association?  Can  it  not  incorporate  this 
one?  Certainly  it  may.  One  gentleman,  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Colden,)  had  referred  these 
applicants  to  the  States,  and  appeared  ambi- 
tious to  acquire  for  the  State  he  in  part  repre- 
sents here,  the  honor  of  granting  that  which  he 
now  withholds.  And  what  greater  power  has 
IVew  York  to  dispense  with  locality  than  we? 
But,  sir,  does  any  one  imagine  that,  if  that  mu- 
nificent State  were  now  granting  this  charter, 
she  would  deem  it  necessary  to  inquire  if  all  the 
objects  of  its  charity  resided  within  her  territory. 


or  consider  it  in  any  degree  essential  to  provide 
that  its  favors  should  not  extend  beyond  it? 

Mr.  McL.  saidj  he  could  not  dismiss  this  part 
of  the  subject,  without  adverting  to  the  law  incor- 
porating the  Columbian  College  within  this  Dis- 
trict, and  in  which,  it  might  not  be  improper  to 
observe,  though  it  was  not  at  all  material,  that  not 
a  single  member  of  the  corporation  was  at  the 
time  a  resident  therein.  He  referred  to  the  case 
of  the  college  as  an  instance  illustrative  at  once 
of  the  nature  of  our  power,  and  the  discrimination 
between  the  exercise  of  the  corporate  functions 
and  the  fruits  of  their  exercise.  In  that  case,  it 
was  deemed  sufficient  that  the  college  should  be 
located,  and  its  powers  performed  here ;  but  it  was 
clearly  foreseen  that  most  of  its  objects  must  be 
necessarily  exterior,  and  that  all  might  be  so.  No 
one  was  weak  enough  to  imagine,  that  only  the 
youth  of  this  District  would  be  educated  in  this 
Seminary.  It  was  the  ofisprinfif  of  a  more  liberal 
and  enlightened  policy.  Tne  object  avowed  by  its 
founders,  and  which  prevailed  with  Congress,  was 
to  bring  hither  the  youths  of  every  part  of  our 
country,  to  plant  in  their  minds  the  seeds  of  fu- 
ture distinction  ;  to  instruct  them  in  the  principles 
of  science  and  the  history  of  their  Government ; 
to  return  them  again  to  the  bosom  of  their  respec- 
tive States,  to  spread  the  influence  of  their  exam- 
ple, and  become  the  ornaments  of  the  nation  and 
the  expounders  of  its  rights.  You  confined  the 
means  of  acquiring  these  accomplishments  here, 
but  yon  designed  that  their  fruits  should  be  widely 
disseminated. 

And  where  is  the  difference,  in  &ct,  between 
that  institution  and  the  one  yon  are  now  asked  to 
incorporate  ?  You  bring,  said  he,  to  your  college  ' 
incorporation^  the  youth  from  a  distant  quarter, 
and  fill  his  mmd  with  knowledge  and  virtue;  and 
to  the  Naval  Association  yon  invite  the  widow 
and  orphan  of  the  man  who  has  fallen  in  the  bat- 
tles of  his  country,  and  supply  them  with  food  and 
raiment ;  you  give  them  a  husband  and  a  father. 
You  open  here  two  fountains — one  of  learning, 
and  the  other  of  charity — and  may  not  those  who 
require  either  come  and  be  refreshed  at  their 
streams  ?  If  you  open  here  the  springs  of  science, 
may  you  not  provide  the  means  by  which  the 
fatherless  orphan  may  go  and  buy  their  waters? 
To  drop  the  figure,  it  you  can  incorporate  a  col- 
lege, at  which  the  youth  of  any  part  of  the  Union 
may  be  educated,  that  youth  may  be  the  son  of  a 
man  who  has  died  in  your  defence,  and  may  you 
not  incorporate  a  company  to  supply  him  with 
the  means  of  paying  for  his  education  ? 

Mr.  McL.  then  proceeded  to  notice  some  of  the 
objections  which  had  been  urged  against  the  bill, 
as  it  respected  its  influence  upon  the  discipline  of 
the  Navy.  He  thought  all  the  fears  of  gentlemen 
on  this  score  were  groundless,  and  he  had  already 
shown  that  the  force  of  the  by-laws  could  never 
counteract  the  higher  obligation  to  the  laws  of 
the  service.  The  first  duty  of  a  soldier,  said  he, 
is  to  his  country,  and  you  cherish  his  obedien(Se 
to  this,  when  you  associate  with  it  his  pride  and 
all  the  finer  feelings  of  the  man.  If  you  make  it 
contribute  to  the  protection  of  the  dearest  objects 
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of  his  aflfections,  you  secure  it  his  devotion  in  life, 
and  you  blunt  the  last  agony  of  his  dying  mo- 
ments. 

Sir.  said  Mr.  McL.,  if  vou  possess  the  power 
and  the  object  be  so  laudable,  you  are  bound  by 
considerations  the  most  sacred  to  grant  this  char- 
ter :  you  cannot  with  any  propriety  refuse  it.  much 
less  can  you  refer  these  officers  elsewhere.  To 
whom  else  should  they  apply  ?  To  which  of  all  the 
States  are  they  to  go  ?  Tnat  which  is  not  within 
the  peculiar  province  of  any  one,  is  generallv  ne- 
glected by  all.  These  omcers,  moreover,  being 
exclusively  in  the  employment  of  the  United 
States,  are,  to  most  purposes,  disconnected  with 
the  State  authorities,  and  it  might  be  a  matter  of 
delicacy  for  a  State  Legblature  to  interfere  with 
your  concerns.  They  must,  therefore,  come  to 
you,  of  whose  jurisdiction  tney  are  the  peculiar 
objects.  They  belong  exclusively  to  your  service; 
they  brave  the  battle  and  the  storm  for  you ;  they 
are  the  means  by  which  you  give  protection  to  the 
country  ;  they  devote  their  time  and  labor  for  vou, 
and  it  is  the  scanty  savings  from  that  labor  wnich 
they  design  to  have  protected  for  the  most  benevo- 
lent purposes.  They  bear  the  proud  insignia  of 
your  power  |  they  carry  your  eagles  in  triumph 
over  the  mam ;  they  sustain  your  banner  in  every 
sea,  and  spill  their  blood  in  your  defence ;  and  if 
you  refuse  them  this  favor,  on  whom  else  have 
they  claims  of  equal  obligation  ? 

And  why,  sir,  will  you  not  grant  a  boon  so 
humble  to  you,  but  so  consolatory  to  them  ?  They 
do  not  solicit  you  to  create  an  institution  by  which 
they  are  to  grow  rich  and  powerful ;  they  reap, 

?irsonally,  no  emolument  from  the  association, 
ou  are  not  establishing  a  moneyed  incorporation 
to  increase  the  swollen  circulation  of  bank  paper; 
you  have  done  all  this  before ;  but  you  are  raising 
up  the  Goddess  of  Charity,  who  is  to  diffuse  her 
beneficence  over  all  parts  of  your  empire.  It  fe  a 
(Hfrversion  of  terms  for  gentlemen  to  call  it  a  ter- 
rible engine,  that  is  to  sweep  away  our  liberties, 
and  carry  desolation  in  its  train !  No,  sir ;  it  is  a 
mild  ana  charitable  spirit,  which  springs  up  after 
the  genius  of  desolation  has  spreaa  its  havoc  far 
and  wide,  and  clears  away  its  rava^ ;  it  comes 
to  heal  the  broken  heart,  and  administer  comfort 
to  those  who  are  the  real  sufferers  by  war  and 

Sestilence.  The  warrior  who  lies  cold  on  the 
eck  of  your  ship,  or  buried  in  the  wave  of  the 
ocean,  feels  no  longer  the  pang  of  separation ;  his 
brave  soul  has  been  poured  out  in  nis  country's 
cause,  or  offered  upon  the  altar  of  her  service,  and 
is  insensible  to  the  fame  which  follows  his  actions, 
or  the  misery  produced  by  his  death.  The  real 
calamities  ot  yar  fall  upon  the  survivors ;  on  those 
who  live  to  mourn  his  fall,  and.  struggle  with  the 
anguish  of  wretched  poverty  and  desolated  affec- 
tions; the  widowed  mother  and  her  numerous 
offspring,  whom,  in  the  midst  of  penury  and  want, 
the  eye  of  a  cold  world  can  never  reach ;  and  it  is 
these  to  whom  the  charity  of  this  association  is  to 
administer  consolation.  It  proposes  to  snatch  the 
orphan  of  your  deceased  officer  from  the  abode  of 
want  and  misery,  and  furnish  him  with  the  means 
of  support ;  to  train  him  up  in  the  paths  of  honor 


and  virtue,  and  teach  him  to  deserve  and  emulate 
the  fame  of  his  sire.  Sir,  said  Mr.  McLahe,  I 
had  rather  be  the  means,  by  my  vote  on  this  biil, 
of  contributing  to  the  attainment  of  such  object 
than  the  author  of  all  the  banks  Congress  has  erer 
incorporated. 

Wnen  Mr.  Mc  L.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  spoke  «gaio«i 
the  bUl. 

Mr.  FoRWARo,  also,  against  it. 

Mr.  RuoGLBS,  after  a  few  remarks,  offered  tbe 
following  additional  section  as  an  amendment: 

<«  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thai  this  act  tlitU  oot 
be  coDvtraed  to  have  any  liiither  force*  aatbority,  or 
ttSetXt  oat  of  the  District  of  Colombia,  than  acti  d 
incorporation  granted  by  the  LegiaUtare  of  any  oBf 
of  the  United  8tatee  ought  to  have  in  aoj  other  of  tbe 
United  Sutes." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to — ^58  to  53. 

Mr.  Woon  then  spoke  against  it. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  ot  Pennsylvania,  said,  he  was 
in  favor  of  the  bill ;  as  to  its  landaUe  objeet  it 
was  not  worth  while  to  say  any  thing;  there  ap- 
peared to  be  a  concurrence  of  sentiment  and  feel- 
ing  upon  it  The  bill  was  principally  opposed  od 
Constitutional  grounds.  Some,  it  was  true,  eatei- 
tained  doubts  as  to  its  expediency.  If  he  under- 
stood the  objection,  it  was,  that  the  beneficial  ef- 
fects of  the  bill  would  be  exterior  to  the  District. 
The  officers,  it  was  said,  did  not  reside  in  the  Dis- 
trict ;  but  he  believed  that  it  was  not  denied  that  a 
due  proportion  lived  within  its  limits.  A  legisla- 
tive body  should  always  have  an  eve  to  the  in- 
terest of^those  for  whom  it  was  legislating, 

Objects  entirely  exterior  and  unconnected  wiiii 
any  interest,  would  not  fall  within  the  ordinary 
scope  of  legislation;  while  objects  solely  interior, 
would  be  the  peculiar  subject  of  legislation.  But 
there  were  mixed  cases,  where  the  benefits  of  the 
law  would  be  partly  exterior  and  partly  ioterior. 
In  such  cases,  how  can  you  draw  anjr  Coostita- 
tional  line  ?  In  relation  to  these  cases,  it  nerer 
can  be  a  question  of  Constitutional  power,  bot  a 
mere  question  of  expediency.  The  legisUtiTe 
body  will  decide,  whether  the  interest  to  its  con- 
stituents is  sufficient  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a 
law. 

Banks  in  the  District  are  of  this  descriptioo: 
their  benefits  may  extend  beyond  its  limits;  the 
stockholders,  who  are  entitled  to  the.  dividends, 
may  reside  any  where  in  the  Union.  The  Cdom- 
bian  College  is  of  a  similar  character ;  the  yoath^ 
who  receive  their  education  at  this  institaiioo, 
may  come  from  any  part  of  the  United  Slates. 
In  all  such  cases  there  can  be  no  Constitutional 
line ;  it  must  be  discretionarv.  If  a  law  should 
be  passed  on  an  object  whicn  was  too  remote,  it 
would  be  no  more  than  bad  legislation. 

One  thing  ought  to  be  conceded,  and  that  i». 
that  the  power  of  Congress  over  this  District  ii 
equal  to  that  of  a  State  Legislative  body  withia 
its  jurisdiction.  Congress  has  within  this  District 
the  right  of  exclusive  legislation :  Nothing  coaid 
be  more  ample  or  supreme.  Legislative  bodies 
will  look  even  beyond  the  limits  of  their  ovn 
States.    The  Legislature  both  of  Pennsylvania 


bil 


HISTOBT  OF  CONGRESS. 


642 


hnuARYy  1823. 


Proceedinffs, 


H.  OF  R. 


and  Mar]riand,  created  incorporations  to  make  a 
canal  from  the  Chesapeake  to  the  Delaware.  It 
would  be  perfectly  immaterial,  who  subscribed  for 
the  stock,  or  where  thejr  lired ;  the  fanctions  of 
the  corporations,  it  is  trae,  mast  be  performed  in 
rjie  respective  States,  as  a  State  coold  not  create  a 
corporatire  body  out  of  its  own  jurisdiction.  If 
the  canai,  I  hare  alluded  to,  had  been  perfected, 
its  benefits  would  not  have  been  confined  to  the 
Slates  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland ;  the  United 
States,  particularlr,  in  a  time  of  war,  would  have 
received  incaleolabie  advantages  from  it. 

Could  not  a  State  pass  such  a  bill  as  the  one  on 
the  table?  Erery  State  has  its  interest  in  the 
Navy;  and  it  would  be  discretionary  whether  it 
would  allow  of  such  a  corporation  within  its  ju- 
risdiction. A  local  le^slative  body  in  this  Dis- 
trict would  hare  a  similar  power;  and  could  not 
such  a  legislative  body  follow  the  examples  of 
Penosylvania  and  Maryland,  and  incorporate  a 
company  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Poto- 
mac? and  would  it  be  material  where  the  stock- 
holders lived,  or  what  the  advantages  would  be  to 
sections  of  the  Union  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
District?  What  more  persuasive  argument  could 
be  orged,  in  faror  of  the  law,  than  that  it  would 
not  only  be  beneficial  to  the  District,  but  to  the 
Union  at  larse  ?  If  a  law  is  to  be  considered  un- 
constitutional, because  its  advantages  spread  be- 
yond the  limlu  of  the  District,  there  could  be  nei- 
ther a  road  or  a  canal  constructed  in  this  place. 
The  roads  here  are  convenient  and  necessary  for 
the  National  Legislature. 

As  to  State  rights,  I  am  as  friendly  to  them,  as 
a  citizen  of  the  Union  ought  to  be.  We  must 
consider  that  we  are  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
as  well  as  citizens  of  the  particular  State  to  which 
we  belong ;  and  that  it  is  as  much  our  duty  to  pro- 
tect the  rights  of  the  General  Government,  as  it  is 
.to  protect  the  rights  of  the  States.  There  is,  how- 
ever, a  peculiar  incident  in  this  case,  that  has  not 
been  observed,  and  that  is,  that  the  friends  of  the 
bill  arc,  on  this  occasion,  the  supporters  of  State 
rights. 

it  has  been  remarked,  that  the  location  of  the 
corporation  will  not  be  in  this  District,  as  its  func- 
tionaries will  principally  reside  out  of  the  District. 
On  this  head,  it  is  only  necessary  to  reply,  that 
its  functions  aire  all  to  be  performed  here,  and  that 
is  the  test  of  locality,  and  not  residency. 

It  must  be  acknowledged,  that  if  the  law  passes, 
a  corporation  will  be  created,  and  that  the  corpo- 
ration most  be  located  somewhere.  A  simple 
question  will  solve  this  diflSculty.  Where  is  the 
location  of  the  corporation,  if  it  is  not  in  this 
District? 

If  a  State  could  pass  such  a  law,  why  should 
the  right  be  denied  to  a  local  l^islative'bodv  of 
this  District — the  people  of  this  District?  What 
is  the  object  of  this  bill  ?  Is  it  not  for  the  encour- 
agement of  the  Navy :  for  the  benefit  of  a  National 
Establishmeat,  which,  on  account  of  its  gallantry, 
has  become  one  of  the  proudest  ornaments  of  the 
country  ?  The  creation  of  a  fund  for  the  relief  of 
the  widows  and  children  of  deceased  officers,  is 
merely  the  means  by  which  the  grand  object  of 


the  bill  is  to  be  carried  into  efiect.  And  are  not 
the  people  of  this  District  as  much  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  Navy,  as  any  other  portion  of 
the  Union?  It  is  upon  the  same  principle  that  a 
State  legislative  body  would  act.  It  is  on  the 
same  principle  on  which  the  General  Government 
acts,  in  the  establishment  of  navy  hospitals. 

Mr.  Hemphill  said  he  had  other  remarks  to 
make  on  the  expediency  of  the  bill,  but  that,  be- 
ing indisposed,  he  should  decline  proceeding  any 
further. 

Mr.  Fuller  spoke  in  reply  to  the  opponents  of 
the  biU. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  engrossment  of 
the  bill  for  a  third  reading,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
taken,  and  stood — ^yeas  65,  nays  91,  as  follows : 

YxAS — ^Messrs.  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Barstow, 
Baylies,  Bayly,  Bigelow,  Brown,  Burrows,  Cambrel- 
engt  Carter,  Cassedy,  Condict,  Cook,  Cuehman.  Coth- 
bert,  Dane.  Darlington,  Dickinson,  Darfee,  Dwight, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticat,  Edwards  of  Penn- 
^Ivania,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Fuller,  Gorham,  Hamil- 
ton, Harris,  Hemphill,  Herrick,  Hill,  Hobart,  Hol- 
combe,  logham,  Keyes,  Lathrop,  Little,  McCarty,  Mc- 
Kim,  McLane,  Mcttherry,  Mattocks,  Mercer,  Moore  of 
Virginia,  Neale,  Nelson  of  MassaehusMl^  Pitcher, 
Plumor  of  New  Hampshire,  PInmer  of  Mfcisylvania, 
Reed  ol  Maasachnsetts,  Reid  of  Oeorgiai^gers,  Rug- 
gles,  Russ,  Steriing  of  New  York,  4*  Stephenson, 
Swan,  Tattnall,  Taylor,  Tod,  Van  Rensselaer,  War- 
field.  White,  and  Williamsoo— 65. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  AUen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Archer,  Barber  of  Connecticat,  Barber  of 
Ohio,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Blackledge,  Borland,  Bucha- 
nan, Barton,  Butler,  Campbell  of  New  York,  Campbell, 
of  Ohio,  Cannon,  Chambers,  Cocke,  Conkling,  Crafts, 
Crudup,  Denison,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Eustis, 
Floyd,  Forrest,  Forward,  Oarnett,  Oebhard,  Gilmer, 
Govan,  Gross,  Hardin,  Harvey,  Hawkff,  Hubbard, 
Jackson,  Jennings,  F.  Johnson,  J.  T.  Johnson,  J.  8. 
Johnstoo,  Jbnes  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Kirkland,  Leftwich, 
Lincoln,  Litchfield,  McCoy,  McNeill,  Matlack,  Mat- 
son,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Morgan,  Mar- 
ray,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Patterson  of  New  York,  Pat- 
terson of  Pennsylvania,  Phillips,  Pierson,  Randolph, 
Reed  of  Maryland,  Rhea,  Rich,  Rochester,  Rodney, 
Ross,  Russell,  Sanders,  Sloane,  Arthur  Smith,  Alex- 
ander Smyth,  W.  Smith,  A.  Stevenson,  Stoddsrd, 
Thompson,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of 
Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Udree,  Upbam, 
Vance,  Van  Wyck,  Walworth,  Whipple,  WUliams 
of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Wilson, 
Wood,  and  Woodson— 91.  * 

And  so  the  said  bill  was  rejected. 


Thursday,  January  9. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  the  subject  was  referred  by 
resolution  of  the  9th  ultimo,  reported  a  bill  au- 
thorizing the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  to  correct  mistakes  in  entries  of  land ;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  to 
establish  an  additional  land  office  in  the  Territory 
of'Mlchigan. 

Mr*  13b9AllB|  UQUk  tbi9  Committee  on  Elections, 
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made  a  report,  declaring  the  legality  of  the  cre- 
dentials of  Mr.  Udkee,  Mr.  ^cKiMy  and  Mr. 
Hamilton,  members  of  this  House;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Ingbam,  yesterday  laid 
on  the  table,  requesting  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  report  a  statement  of  the  bonds  out  stand- 
ing on  the  1st  December,  1822,  and  falling  due  io 
1823,  with  the  amount  of  debentures  chargeable 
thereon,  and  the  expense  of  collection ;  a  statement 
of  the  amount  of  oonds  outstanding  on  the  1st 
January,  1821,  and  at  the  commencement  of  each 
quarter  during  that  year,  with  the  debentures 
chargeable  on  the  same  in  the  respective  periods; 
the  amount  of  revenue  from  customs  which  may 
accrue  in  1823,  and  what  portion  may  be  received 
in  the  course  of  that  year,  stating  the  average 
amount  which  has  been  received  on  the  customs 
accrued  within  each  year  since  1816.  inclusive; 
a  statement  of  the  wnole  amount  ot  the  unex- 
pended balance  of  the  sinking  fund,  distinguishing 
each  year  since  1817,  and  on  what  principle  he 
distinguishes  the  balances  that  will  accrue  against 
that  fund  in  1823  and  '24  from  those  of  precedin^r 
years,  by  which  he  proposes  to  charge  the  esti- 
mated uqiBpended  balances  of  1823  and  '24  upon 
the  revenWIof  1825 ;  was  considered  and  adopted. 

Mr.  CA^IiftELBNG  rose  and  said,  that,  when  the 
resolution  rating  to  the  case  of  Mrs.  Denny  was 
yesterday  adopted  by  the  House,  his  colleague  (Mr. 
Morgan)  was  not  aware  that  he  (Mr.  C.)  hafd 
then  in  his  possession  a  petition  and  document 
upon  that  subject,  which  he  had  been  prevented 
from  presenting  by  a  rule  of  the  House,  he  would 
now  ask  leave  to  present  it. 

Leave  being  granted — 

Mr.  C.  presented  the  petition  of  Penelope  Denny. 
Mrs.  Denny,  he  said,  had  a  double  claim  on  the 
liberality  and  justice  of  the  nation ;  she  was  the 
widow  of  a  Revolutionary  officer  and  4he  mother 
of  James  Denny,  late  a  quarter  gunner  of  the 
United  States  schooner  Alligator,  who  fell  at  the 
side  of  his  gallant  commander.  Accompanying 
the  petition  was  a  certificate  of  General  Robert 
Swartwout,  stating  that  the  deceased,  during  his 
life  time,  had  appropriated  the  half  of  his  pay  to 
support  his  aged  and  destitute  mother.  Wiiile 
the  Hou^e  were  passing  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
naother  and  sister  of  his  commander,  it  would  not 
dishonor  the  memory  of  a  brave  man,  if  it  should 
be  accompanied  by  a  lyll  for  extending  the  same 
justice  to  the  mother  of  an  humble  but  gallant 
sailor. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eustis,  a  select  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any  legislative 
provision  is  necessary  to  effect  a  final  adjustment 
of  the  accounts  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  Esquire, 
relative  to  advances  made  to  and  disbursements 
made  by  him,  during  the  late  war;  and  Mr. 
Eustis,  Mr.  Trisible,  Mr.  McKim,  Mr.  Rogers, 
and  Mr.  Hamilton,  were  appointed  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

Oil  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedieDoy  of- assign- 


ing to  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  sach  limits  as 
shall  constitute  the  limits  of  any  State  herctfta 
to  be  formed  from  said  territory ;  and  of  pierentrng 
settlements  on  the  lands  of  the  United  Stiles,  oi 
Indian  lands,  west  of  those  limits,  and  tint  \ht 
said  Committee  have  leave  to  report  bf  bill  or 
otherwise;  and  Mr.  Rankin,  Mr,  Bocbaxan^  Mr. 
Rich,  Mr.  Spenceb,  Mr.  Sloane,  Mr.  Scott,  and 
Mr.  JoBN  T.  Johnson,  were  apfiotnled  mid  com- 
mittee. 

The  engrossed  bill  'Mo  confirm  certain  claims 
to  lots  in  me  village  of  Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Il- 
linois,'' was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  bills  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  oi 
Daniel  Seward,  Amos  Nicholls,  and  Robert  Par* 
dy,  were  severally  twice  read,  and  commiued. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  appropriatiiig  mooer 
for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  Natioaal  Roid, 
from  Cumberland  to  Wheeling,''  was  twice  md. 
and  committed. 

ALTERATION  OF  THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  Ton,  from  the  Committee  on  Manoiac- 
tures,  reported  a  bill  for  the  more  effectual  en- 
couragement and  protection  of  certain  demesne 
manufactures,  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union.    The  bill  is  as  follows : 

A  bill  for  the  more  eficotual  enoour«g«nent  and  pro- 
tection of  daoMstic  manu&atorts. 

Be  it  enatsUd,  4"^^  That,  from  and  aftaa  the  thiitielfa 
day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundfed  andtventj- 
three,  in  lien  of  the  daties  now  impoaad  by  law,  oo 
the  importation  of  the  artidaa  hereinafter  enaoMntoli 
there  ahall  be  leviad,  coUecled,  and  paid,  Ike  frUowia; 
dutiea,  that  is  to  aay : 

FireU  A  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem  oa 
all  manafactures  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  ii  a  coffl- 
ponent  part :  Pnmdtdt  That  all  woollen  dotlu,  or 
clotha  of  which  wool  is  a  component  part,  eioepiiag' 
blankets,  flannels,  and  worsted  or  stuff  goods,  the  ori- 
ginal cost  of  which,  at  the  place  whence  imported, 
with  the  addition  of  ten  per  centum,  shall  be  les  thto 
eighty  cents  per  square  yard,  shall,  with  anch  additioQ, 
be  taken  and  deemed  to  have  coat  eighty  oeau  per 
square  yard,  and  shall  be  charged  with  doty  teoordiagif* 

Second.  A  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  n> 
lorem  on  all  mannfactarea  of  ooiton,  mSk,  flix,  or 
hemp,  not  herein  particolariy  apecified,  or  of  which 
either  of  these  materials  is  a  conmoaent  pert :  Pro- 
vid&it  That  all  cotton  clotha,  or  m  which  cottoo  a  a 
component  material,  (excepting  nankeena  imported 
directly  from  China,  and  excepting  dotbs  colored  or 
dyed  wholly  or  in  part,)  the  original  coat.of  which,  at 
the  place  whence  imported*  with  the  additioa  of 
twenty  per  centum,  if  imported  from  the  Cape  uf  Good 
Hope,  or  from  places  beyond  it»  and  of  ten  per  centum, 
if  imported  from  any  other  place,  ahall  be  ie»  than 
twenty-five  centa  per  aouare  yard,  ahall,  with  soc^ 
addition,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  have  coat  twentr- 
five  centa  per  aqoare  yard,  and  shall  be  charged  wi6 
duty  accordingly.  And,  that  all  cotton  doths,  or  of 
which  cotton  is  a  component  part,  cotored  or  d;(d 
wholly  or  in  part,  the  original  coat  of  whidi,  it  the 
place  whence  imported,  with  the  addition  aferetfid, 
shall  lie  lesa  than  thir^-five  cents  per  aqnaiejvd, 
ahall,  with  anch  addition,  be  taken  ano  deeaiad  tokaH 
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cost  thiity-fire  eento  per  iqaar*  ytrd,  tod  ehall  be 
ebirgcd  with  daty  aeoonKiigly :  And  that  all  unbleMhad 
udttDoolored  cotton,  twtat,  yarn,  or  thread,  the  ert- 
ginfti  cost  of  which  shall  be  leaa  than  aixty  oenU  per 
poood,  ibtll  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  ooet  sixty 
ceotf  per  pound,  and  shall  be'charged  with  doty  ae- 
cordiogly :  And  all  bleached  or  coloied  yarn,  twist,  or 
thread,  the  original  cost  of  which  shall  be  less  than 
seTenty-i5?e  cents  per  pound,  shall  be  taken  and  deemed 
to  hate  coet  seventy-five  cents  per  pound,  and  shall  be 
charged  with  doty  accordingly  :  And^  provided,  alao, 
That  all  linen  or  hempen  cloths,  or  cloths  of  which 
flax  or  hemp  is  a  component  material,  not  herein ^ar- 
ticalarlj  apecified,  the  cost  of  which  at  the  place 
wheoes  imported,  with  the  addition  of  ten  per  centnm, 
ihall  be  less  than  twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard, 
ihall,  with  sQch  adifitieii,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  have 
cort  twen|y-fiTe  cetite  per  square  yard,  and  shall  be 
chaigsd  with  doty  ■ccordingly. 
A  daty  of  thirty  per  centsm  ad  vttbram  on  nankneiw. 

Third,  A  daty  of  twettty^five  per  centum  ad  valorem 
on  printing-types,  brasa  wire,  cotlery,  pins,  needles, 
bflUoos,  bitlan  moulds,  bndUes  of  all  kinds,  japanned 
wares  of  all  kinda«  cannoo,  muaketa,  fire-arms,  and 
ade-aros,  and  oa  all  manufaetaraa,  not  herein  spe- 
cified, made  of  braM^  iron,  aleel,  pewter,  lead,  or  tin,  or 
of  which  any  of  tl&eae  metskis  ie  a  coaiponent  material. 

A  datjr  of  forty -per  eentnm  ad  valorem,  on  all  Leg- 
horn aad  siUc  kata ;  Fnttidtd,  That,  if  te  eoai  of  the 
nme,  at  the  plaoe  whence  imported,  with  the  additioa 
often  per  ccBtum,  shall  be  less  than  one  dollar  eaiih* 
they  ihall  be  deemed  and  Uken  to  kave  eoei  one  do^ 
lar  each,  snd  shall  be  charged  with  dniy  aedordingly. 
The  Mlowuif  dntiee  aeverally  and  epedficattf : 
On  lead,  in  piga,  bars,  or  she^la^  tw»  oenta  per 
poaod; 

On  leaden  aha^  thtee  oenta  per  ponad ; 

On  red  or  white  lead,  dry  or  ground  in  oil,  fioor 
ctDts  per  pound ; 

Oo  hemp,  two  and  a  quarter  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  tarred  cables  and  cordage,  four  centa  per  pound  ; 

Onuntarred  cordage,  yarns,  twine,  pack-thread, and 
teines,  fite  eenta  per  pound ; 

On  linseed  and  hempseed  oil,  tw«Qty-five  oenta  per 

On  wool,  i._  cents  per  pound ; 

On  oDppetaa,  two  eenta  per  pound ; 

On  iron,  in  bars  and  bolts,  not  manufactured,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  by  rolling,  one  dollar  per  hundred 
weighl; 

On  roand  iron  or  braziers'  rods,  of  three-sixteenths 
tonght-aixteenths  of  an  inch  diameter,  inclusive,  three 
dollars  per  hundred  weight ; 

Oa  dit  ironr  in  nail  or  spike  rods,  three  dollars  per 
hundredweight; 

On  iien,  in  sheets  or  hoope,  three  dollars  per  hun- 
dred weight; 

On  iron  spikes,  three  cents  per  pound ; 

Oa  oiik,  five  oenta  per  pound  ; 

On  iron  ov  aleel  wire,  not  exceeding  number  eighteen, 
five  cents  per  pound  ;  and  over  eighteen,  nine  centa 
perpoQnd« 

On  plough  placee,  or  ahare  moulds,  one  and  a  baif 
cents  per  pound ; 

On  suvUe^  two  cents  per  pound ; 

On  tran  caUee,  or  ohaina,  or  parla  thereof,  three 
ctnte  per  pound;  and  no  drawback  shall  be  allowed 
ou  the  expOTtatieo  of  iion  cables^  or  parts  theieaf ; 
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On  spades  and  shovels,  two  dollan  and  fifty  eettta 
per  deaen  ; 

On  screws,  mauufaetured  of  iron  or  braaa,  weighing 
tw«nty-five  pounds  and  upwards,  fifteen  cents  per 
pound ; 

On  screws  of  iron,  for  wood,  called  wood  screws, 
not  exoeedincp  one  inch  in  lengthy  eight  centa  per 
groce ;  over  one  inch,  and  not  exceeding  two  inches 
in  length,  fourteen  cents  per  grooe ;  over  two  inches 
in  length,  twenty  cents  per  groce ; 

On  all  warea,  of  flint  glass,  of  whatever  description, 
cut  or  uncut,  a  duty  of  aix  cents  per  pound,  and  in 
addition  thereto,  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  twenty  per 
cMitum ; 

On  window  glass,  not  above  eight  Inchea  by  ten 
inehee  in  sixe,  three  dollars  per  hundred  square  feet ; 
not  above  ten  inches  by  twelve  inches  in  size,  three 
dollars  and  twenty-five  centa  per  hundred  square  feet; 
and  if  above  tea  inchea  by  twelve  inches  In  sine,  three 
dollars  and  seventy-five  cents  per  hundred  square  fleet 

On  black  glaas  bottles,  two  dollars  per  groce ; 

On  all  other  articles  of  glass,  five  cents  per  pound ; 

On  Russia  duck,  per  piece  of  fifty-two  archeens,  two 
dollars ;  • 

On  Ravens  duck,  per  piece  of  fifty-two  atcheenSy 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  oenta; 

On  Hoilaad  duok,  per  piece  of  fifty-two  «rcheettt^ 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents; 

On  all  printing  paper,  eight  oanti  per  pound ; 

Wrapping  paper,  six  cents  per  pound ; 

Colored  paper,  six  cents  per  pound ; 

Writing  paper,  not  other wiae  described,  twdlve  eentt 
per  pound; 

Sugar-loaf  paper,  four  centa  per  pound  ; 

Letter  or  folio-post  paper,  fifteen  centa  per  pound; 

Bookbinders',  bandbox,  and  sheathing  paper,  three 
cents  per  pound ; 

On  printed  paper-hangings,  fifteen  cents  per  pound; 

On  all  other  paper,  six  cents  per  pound. 

8xc.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  all  casesy 
all  artielea  composed  of  mixed  or  various  materiala, 
shall  pay  the  highest  duty  to  which  artielea  manufac- 
tured from  any  of  aucfa  materiala  are  subject. 

Ssc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enaetedf  That,  from  and 
glt^r  the day  of ,  one  thouaand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty ,  to  the  ddtiea  on  any  gooda, 

wares,  and  merchandise,  whatsoever,  there  shall  be 
added  and  paid  the  full  amount  of  stfch  bounty  or  pre- 
mium, or  allowance  in  nature  thereof,  as  on  the  ex- 
portation of  similar  articles  may  be  given,  paid,  or 
allowed,  ill  the  place  or  country  whence  the  same  shall 
be  exported,  or  in  the  place  or  country  wherein  the 
same  ahall  be  piudueed  or  manufiictured,  which  ahaH 
be  calculated  and  aaeertained  under  aueh  rulea  and 
regulationa  aa  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  ahall  froBi 
time  to  time  prescribe. 

8ac.  4.  And  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  an  addi- 
tion of  ten  per  centum  ahall  be  made  to  the  aeveral 
rates  of  duties  hereby  imposed  upon  the  several  artidea 
aforesaid,  which,  after  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  Junti, 
one  thouaand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  three,  shall 
be  imported  in  ships  or  vessels  not  of  the  United  Sutes: 
Provided,  That  this  addition  shall  not  apply  to  arti- 
cles imported  in  ships  or  vessels  not  of  the  United  States, 
entitled  by  treaty  or  by  any  act  of  Congress  to  be  ad- 
mitted on  payment  of  the  same  duties  that  are  paid 
on  like  articles  imported  in  ships  or  vessels  of  the 
United  States. 

Btc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  ahaU 
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be  allowed  a  drawback  of  the  dotiea  by  this  act  im- 

Kaed,  upon  the  exportation  of  any  articles  that  shall 
ve  paid  the  same,  within  the  time  and  in  the  man- 
ner, and  subject  to  the  restrictions,  prescribed  in  the 
fourth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  regulate 
the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  passed  the  twenty* 
seventh  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixteen, 

8sc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  exists 
ing  laws  shall  extend  to  and  be  in  force  for  the  collec- 
tion of  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act,  for  the  prosecu- 
tion and  punishment  of  all  offences,  and  for  the  recov- 
ery, collection,  distribution,  and  remission,  of  all  fines, 
penalties,  and  forfeitures,  as  fully  and  effectually  as  if 
every  regulation,  penalty,  forfeiture,  provision,  clause, 
matter,  and  thing,  to  that  effect  in  the  existing  laws 
contained,  had  been  inserted  in  and  re-enacted  by  this 
act 

BOAD  FROM  OHIO  TO  MICHIGAN. 

The  Hoase  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Vance,  took 
up  the  bill  to  appropriate  a  certain  quantity  of 
land  to  defray  the  charge  of  laying  out  and  making 
a  road  iirom  the  mouth  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  £rie 
to  the  Connecticut  Reserve. 

Mr.  Vance  delivered,  more  at  length  than  here- 
tofore, the  views  which  he  entertained  of  the  im- 
portance of  the  measure  proposed  by  the  biiL  He 
stated  facts  showing  the  enormous  charge  of  trans- 
portation of  supplies  from  Ohio  to  Michigan, 
during  the  late  war,  for  the  want  of  a  passable 
road.  He  replied  to  anticipated  objections,  on  the 
score  of  the  value  of  the  land  proposed  to  be  ap- 
plied to  this  object.  The  whole  quantity  to  be 
granted  to  the  purpose,  he  estimated  at  57,000 
acres,  worth,  at  the  minimum  price,  $72,000,  but 
in  fact  worth  much  less  to  the  United  States, from 
its  inaccessibility.  He  did  nol  believe,  however, 
it  was  worth,  in  the  market,  more  than  sixty-two 
and  a  half  cents  per  acre,  which  would  make  only 
an  amount  of  $36,000  to  be  applied  to  this  great 
object.  He  hoped  it  would  not  be  considered  a 
heresy  in  politics  to  state  that  the  Northwestern 
frontier  was  equally  entitled  to  protection  with 
other  parts  of  the  United  States.  If  this  land  was 
in  reality  worth  two  dollars  and  a  half  per  acre, 
it  would  amount  only  to  a  total  of  one  hundred 
and  forty-four  thousand  dollars,  which  was  a  very 
small  amount,  certainly,  compared  with  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  object  of  protecting  that  frontier  by 
this  military  road.  In  addition  to  all  these  argu- 
ments of  expediency  and  necessity,  in  favor  of 
this  measure,  there  is,  he  said,  a  treaty  stipulation 
by  which  the  United  States  have  bound  them- 
selves to  make  the  road,  (referring  to  the  Treaty 
of  Brownstown ;)  and  he  nude  some  statements 
to  show  that  the  Indians,  who  were  parties  to  that 
treaty,  were  desirous  the  road  should  be  made. 
There  was  such  a  disposition  to  impute  to  the 
Western  members  interested  motives,  in  regard  to 
all  measures  concerning  public  lands,  he  had  rather 
ask  this  as  a  matter  of  right,  under  the  treaty, 
than  as  a  matter  of  favor.  But,  in  the  name  of 
the  people  of  Michigan,  though  there  had  been  no 
treaty,  he  would  ask  the  passage  of  this  bill  as  a 
matter  of  justice  as  well  as  favor  to  the  people  of 
Michigan,  to  connect  them  with  the  settled  parts 


of  the  United  States.  As  respects  the  State  of 
Ohio,  though  somewhat  interested  in  the  road,  it 
was  much  less  so  than  the  people  of  Michigao. 
Nor  was  the  whole  Union  less  interested  in  it 
The  defeat  at  French  town,  during  the  late  war, 
was  occasioned  by  the  want  of  it,  from  the  im- 
practicability of  uniting  the  different  detachments 
of  the  army,  and  during  the  whole  war  there  was 
much  waste  of  life  and  treasure  from  the  same 
cause.  Mr.  V.  added  other  remarks  illostraiWeof 
these  positions. 

After  moving  an  amendment,  which  was  agreed 
to  1^  the  House — 

Mr.  SiBLET,  the  Dele^te  from  Michigan,  also 
spoke  in  favor  of  the  biil,  in  which  he  said  his 
constituents  were  deeply  interested,  separated  as 
they  were  from  the  rest  of  the  United  States,  aod 
in  a  manner  isolated  from  the  Territory  with 
which  they  are  particularly  connected.    He  first 
adverted  to  the  provision  of  the  treaty,  held  ander 
the  authority  of  the  United  States,  wherein  a  griai 
of  the  land  for  the  road,  and  of  a  mile  deep  on 
each  aide  of  it,  was  made  bjr  the  Indians  to  the 
United  States,  on  the  condition  and  for  the  par- 
pose  of  makinff  this  road.    Since  that  time  the 
remainder  of  the  territory  had  been  ceded  by  the 
Indians  to  the  United  Slates,  bat  nothtog  hid 
been  done  by  the  United  States  towards  makiog 
the  road.    The  interest  of  the  OoTernmest,  id 
making  this  road,  with  a  view  to  military  opera- 
tions, Mr.  S.  saidj  was  in  fact  much  greater  than 
the  local  interest  m  it.    It  was  a  portion  of  the 
territory  of  the  United  States,  weaker,  more  ex- 
posed, and  more  likely  to  fail  into  the  hands  of 
an  enemy  during  war  than  any  other.    Dariog 
a  war,  (with  Great  Britain,  should  it  ever  agaia 
happen,)  it  would  be  of  the  first  importaDce  to 
make  this  point  safe;  and  to  do  this  seeurdy,  tbe 
population  of  the  adjacent  States,  on  which  its 
defence  must  greatly  depend,  ought  to  hare  the 
means  of  concentrating  its  strength,  the  want  of 
which  means  was  so  severely  felt  durioj;  the  laie 
war.    Mr.  S.  added  other  arguments  in  sopport 
of  the  bill ;  such  as  that  the  road  is  necessary  tc 
secure  any  thing  like  a  regular  transportation  of 
the  mail ;  that  the  Michi^n  Territory  must  people 
slowly  until  an  access  is  opened  to  it,  withoat 
being  obliged,  as  was  now  necessary  at  some  sea- 
sons of  the  year,  to  go  through  foreign  territory  to 
get  to  iL    Thuk,  Mr.  S.  said,  supposing  there  was 
no  right  derived  from  the  treaty,  the  object  was  of 
the  utmost  importance,  and  the  hill  proposed  do 
new  principle.    Lands  had  been  often  granted  bf 
Congress  tor  objects  of  much  lets  importance^ 
and,  as  for  this  land,  it  would  be  of  no  value  to 
the  United  States  until  a  road  was  made,  and  it 
became  worth  the  trouble  to  drain  it.    The  qoafi- 
tity  of  land  proposed  to  be  allotted  to  this  purpose 
would  not,  in  his  opinion,  be  sufficient  to  accom- 
plish it,  but  it  was  probable  that,  by  the  aid  of  thi$ 
grant,  those  who  were  interested  would  be  able  to 
coinplete  the  work. 

Mr.  Cocke  said,  that  a  reference  to  almost  emy 
treaty  with  the  Indians,  for  twenty  years  pa-"^ 
would  exhibit  provisions  for  roads  in  almost  erery 
direction.    It  was  no  new  thing  to  prevail  npois 
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tbelndiiBs  to  give  their  consent  to  have  a  road 
nude.  The  Indians  are  pressed  into  the  measure; 
aod  it  was  the  first  time  he  had  ever  heard  it  sug- 
pted  that  the  Indians  were  desirous  of  having  a 
ii^nj  tfaroo^h  their  lands.  Such  an  idea  was 
cofltniy  to  their  nature ;  their  pursuits  are  repug- 
Dut  to  iL  He  coulJ  not  therefore  yield  to  the 
argameDt,  io  favor  of  this  bill,  that  the  Indians 
ire  desirous  to  see  the  road  made.  He  did  not 
ttBderstsnd,  he  said,  how  the  making  of  a  road 
throttgh  it  was  to  drain  the  swamp,  and  he  wished 
for  loforiDatioD  on  that  head.  And  why  were  the 
L'flited  States  to  pay  for  making  this  road  any 
more  than  roads  in  other  parts  of  the  country  ? 
Were  the  people  of  Michigan  so  regardless  of  their 
mterst  that  they  would  not  make  a  road  to  lead 
to  liMir  Territory  ?  If  it  was  necessary  to  appro* 
priiiethis  land  to  this  object,  for  the  benefit  ot  the 
people  of  Michigan,  why  was  it  to  be  given  to  the 
State  of  Ohio  ?  Why  not  let  Michigan  have  it  ? 
No,  Mr.  C.  said,  let  us  keep  it  in  our  hands,  that 
wemayoaiselves  regulate  the  matter,  if  the  road 
is  to  be  made.  He  was  obliged  to  the  gentleman 
for  the  sai^estion  that  the  proceeds  of  the  land 
woqU  not  be  sufficient  to  make  the  road.  This 
billwoald  then  be  but  a  beginnin|f.  And,  said  he, 
ooee  Ciller  the  wedge,  and  yon  will  not  set  clear 
ofit  fof  ten  years  to  come.  Mr.  C.  concluded  by 
reqainog  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of 
arderiAff  this  bill  to  a  third  reading. 

Mi.  Little  said  that,  to  any  measure  calculated 
to  pnxDote  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  any 
Kctiofi  of  our  country,  and  not  impairing  the 
^tsof  aay  body,  be  felt  himself  bound  to  give 
^  support  That  the  public  is  greatly  inter- 
ested lA  the  measure  proposed  by  this  bill,  had 
been  sofficiently  shown.  The  treasure  of  the 
<^Btry,  as  well  as  its  blood,  had  been  wasted  for 
viot  of  the  road.  His  reflection  on  the  subject, 
^  had  induced  him  to  believe,  that  it  was  in 
'  c^nseqvenoe  of  the  access  being  so  difficult,  that 
^Michigan  eoontry  had  filled  up  so  slowly.  It 
^UB  iaeonvenienoe  which  ought  to  be  remedied ; 
^tjiaoider  to  eel  into  the  United  States,  it  was 
f<^ooehalf  of  the  year  necessary  for  the  people 
01  Mkhi^B  to  paas  through  the  territory  or  a 
utioftwith  whom  we  have  already  had  two  wars, 
lod  vith  whom  he  should  not  be  surprised  to  live 
^  tee  a  third.  It  was  no  reason  against  this  bill, 
thu  ippiie^on  might  be  hereafter  made  from 
^  qoarters  for  similar  grants.  This  is  not  the 
ua  giant  whidi  has  been  made  for  similar  |>ur- 
P^  hot  DO  graat  had  been  made  for  any  as  im- 
P^^'^t  The  facts  which  had  been  stated  respect* 
'ogthecTila  suffered  in  the  late  war  for  want  of 
u)B  road  were  undoubted ;  and  Mr.  L.  hoped  that, 
^^vthereoasiderattott,  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
^^  would  withdraw  his  opposititm  to  the  bill. 
Mr.  MiTCBBLL.,  of  South  Carolina,  said  that  he 
k*  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^®  merits  of  this  question,  but 
^hat  he  had  gathered  from  the  report  which  ac- 
<^iQ|iaaied  the  bill.  He  was  of  opinion,  however, 
(hat  this  cession  ought  to  be  made.  In  the  first 
F^ce^  he  said,  this  land  was  conveyed  to  the  Uni* 
*<d  Slates  for  the  express  purpose  of  making  the 
^ ;  ud  with  the  same  object  the  land  had  been 


surve^red,  without  any  thin^  further  being  done 
upon  it.  If  we  choose  to  give  this  land,  he  said, 
while  we  do  not  diminish  the  funds  of  the  nation, 
we  comply  with  the  condition  of  the  cession  to 
us,  and  efiect  a  valuable  object  to  the  nation.  It 
was,  he  said,  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  the 
United  States,  that  this  road  should  be  made. 
The  country  between  the  Miami  river  and  the 
Connecticut  Reserve  is  a  swamp,  often  impassable, 
and  intercepts  the  communication  between  Michi- 
^n  and  Ohio.  Michigan  is  a  frontier  country ; 
It  adjoins  Upper  Canada ;  its  population  is  so 
small  that  it  cannot  defend  itself  m  the  event  of  a 
war  again  occurring  with  the  owners  of  Upper 
Canada,  and  most  fallj  unless  a  communication 
be  established  between  it  and  the  more  populous 
parts  of  our  country.  It  is  our  interest,  tnerefore, 
if  we  wish  to  hold  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  to 
have  the  road  cut.  At  present.it  is  understood^ 
that  the  communication  to  and  from  Michigan 
with  the  United  States  must,  for  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  year,  be  carried  on  through  Upper 
Uanada.  Ought  we,  he  asked,  to  permit  our  terri- 
tory to  be  so  dissociated  as  to  have  to  communis 
cate  with  it  through  the  medium  of  a  foreign  ter- 
ritory? He  thought  not,  and  was  thererore  in 
favor  6f  this  bill. 

Mr.  Hahbin  said  that,  of  the  power  of  Congress 
to  pass  this  bill,  he  entertained  no  doubt.  One  of 
the  most  vulnerable  points  of  our  country  to  an 
enemy  is  the  Michigan  Territory.  It  has  not 
within  itself  strength  for  its  defence,  and  has  to 
call  on  the  neighboring  States  for  succor  to  repd 
invasion.  Mr.  H.  adverted  to  the  enormous  ex- 
pense to  which  the  United  States  were  put  on 
that  frontier  during  the  late  war,  which  would 
not  have  been  one-fourth  as  great  had  the  pro- 
posed road  then  existed.  The  whole  army,  wnen 
at  Fort  Meigs,  dbc,  had  to  be  supplied  by  trans- 
portation on  horses  for  a  hundred  or  a  hundred 
and  fifty  miles,  so  that  every  barrel  of  flour  con- 
sumed had  cost  the  United  States  some  fifty  dol- 
lars per  barrel.  It  was  important,  therefore,  that 
a  direct  intercourse  should  be  opened  between  the 
settled  country  and  that  part  of  our  territory. 
There  could  be  no  objection,  in  a  Constitutional 
view,  to  making  this  road,  in  the  character  of  a 
military  road.  As  to  the  expediency  of  the  road, 
Mr.  H.  said,  he  entertained  no  doubt.  The  two 
vulnerable  points  of  our  country  are  Florida  and 
Michigan.  Mr.  H.  said,  he  wished  to  see  them 
streoffthened  as  much  y  possible  and  as  fast  as 
possible.  He  also  adverted  to  the  increased  value 
which  would  be  given  to  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  in  that  quarter  by  the  increased  facility  of 
access.  There  wa.s  but  one  objection  to  the  oill, 
that  he  could  see.  It  was  this:  that,  if  we  cede 
the  land  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  she  does  not 
make  the  road,  we  shall  have  no  power  to  get  it 
back  again.  But,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  had  so  much 
confidence  in  the  integrity  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
that  he  was  willing  to  pass  the  bill  without  a  clause 
providing  for  its  reversion  in  such  case.  He  had 
no  doubt  the  State  of  Ohio  would  lay  out  every 
cent  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  in 
making  or  repairing  the  road.    This  case  being 
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ekttrly  discingaisbable  from  the  eaereise  of  the 
goieral  power  of  iotemal  improveinentj  as  eon- 
temfdating  a  military  road,  he  hoped  hia  friend 
from  TenneflBee  would  withdraw  his  opposition, 
and  let  the  bill  pass  by  a  unanimous  rote.  He 
hoped,  too,  when  the  question  regarding  the  Cum- 
berland road  came  up,  to  witness  the  same  spirit 
of  unanimity  in  its  lavor,  which  was  to  be  seen 
on  this  occasion. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  rose,  not  so  much  to 
urge  arsumeats  in  support  of  the  bill,  as  to  notice 
a  remark  which  feU  from  the  gentleman  who  had 
just  taken  his  seat,  as  to  what  might  be  the  con* 
duet  of  the  State  of  Ohio  in  regard  to  the  road. 
A  year  ago,  Mr.  C.  said,  the  Legislature  of  Ohio 
had  passed  an  act  on  this  subject,  in  which  she 
had  evinced  her  willingness  to  take  upon  herself 
the  trouble  and  expense  of  making  tnis  road,  if 
the  right  of  the  United  States  to  the  land  in  ques- 
tion were  ceded  to  her.    He  did  not  pretend  to 
say  that  this  road  would  not  be  an  advantage  to 
the  State  of  Ohio,  but  it  would  be  of  more  imppr- 
tanee  to  the  interests  of  the  Union  generally.  The 
coutttrv  in  which  this  road  lies  is  one  of  the  most 
Taloabie  in  the  Union,  and  as  little  had  been  done 
for  it,  as  for  any  section  of  the  Union.    On  this 
point  he  would  only  observe,  he  said,  that  so  f  reat 
waa  his  aeal  to  increase  toe  popidackm  of  the 
Peninsula  of  Michigan,  he  was  willing  to  vote 
even  two  or  three  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land 
to  those  who  would  settle  it^  or  he  would  sell  tiie 
land  nt  fifly  cents  per  acre  if  it  would  ind«ee  a 
tetilemeat  of  it.     He  would  use  every  means  to 
accomplish  an  object  ao  desirable.  •  lOn  th«  score 
of  money,  which  was  said  to  be  theainew  of  war, 
much  that  was  .expended  during  the  late  war, 
would  have  been  saved,  had  the  4>ropoped  road 
then  existed ;  and  the  petitions  even  at  this  day 
presented  by  the  delegate  from  that  Territory  re- 
miad  us  in  what  condition  the  fortune  of  war  has 
once  placed  it.    In  a  pecuniary  point  of  view, 
Mr.  C.  said,  the  House  could  not  err  in  passing 
this  btlL    As  far  as  he  knew  the  sentiment  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  she  would  take  a  deep  interest  in 
makiojg  the  road.    Mr.  C.  examined  the  treaty- 
provision  respecting  this  road,  which,  he  argueil, 
did  not  assimilate  itself  to  the  general  treaty  pro- 
visions xespeoting  roads,  advert^  to  by  Mr.  Cocu, 
inasmuch  as  those  provisions  were  inserted  to  ac- 
commodate the  UnHed  States,  and  to  be  exeented 
at  our  nkamire,  whilst  in  this  case  the  stipvdation 
was  obligatory  and  bindjng  on  the  United  States. 
The  pofMilation  of  Upper  Canada,  Mr.  C.  said, 
had  greatly  increased  m  consequence  of  the  liber- 
ality of  the  British  Government  to  aettlers.   That 
Government  considers  its  possessions  in  that  quar- 
ter vulnerable;  but  they  are  not  as  vulnerable  as 
ours.    Whilst  they  are  increasing  their  strength 
in  thai  direction,  oocht  we  not  to  be  increasmg 
ours  ?    Any  course  difi^rent  from  this  must  be  a 
blind  one,  and  such  as  the  Gk>vernment  ought  not 
to  pursue.     The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had 
said,  if  the  people  of  Michigan  are  interested,  let 
them  make  the  road.    But,  Mr.  C.  asked,  will 
their  physical  means  enable  them  to  make  it? 
They  are  interested  in  the  road,  it  is  trae;  but 


there  is  no  population  in  the  Union  of  len  thooB- 
and  sottb  abie  to  make  a  road  of  fortv-five  miles 
in  length  throng  such  a  swamp  as  that.  They 
are  already  weighed  down  with  taxation,  and  are 
perhaps  the  most  oppressed  people  under  the  Qot- 
ernment  of  the  United  States.  In  answer  to  the 
remark  that,  if  this  bill  passed,  appUcatioo  would 
be  hereafter  made  to  the  United  States  for  farther 
aid  to  complete  the  road,  Mr.  C.  said,  when  those 

StpUcations  were  made  it  would  be  the  dutf  of 
ongress  to  act  upon  them  as  shoald  nppear  to  be 
right.  They  most  stand  or  fall  on  tneir  own 
merits -or  demerits.  If  rightful,  they  would  be 
granted ;  if  otherwiae,  thev  would  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Farullt  observed,  that  he  lived  on  the 
Northwettem  frontier,  and  rose  to  coaunnnieaie 
facts,  which  every  one  on  that  frontier  wmtx  know. 
Michigan  was,  without  doubt,  the  naesc  exposed 
point,  and  also  the  weakest  of  the  Union.     The 
Territory  was  inhabited  by  numerooa  Mitions  fA 
Indians,  who  had  been  accustomed  to  war  widi 
the  people  of  the  United  States.    Frona  the  close 
of  the  war  of  the  Revolntion  down  to  the  defeat  of 
General  Wayne,  they  were  in  a  state  of  oontitiial 
hostility.     During  the  late  war,  they  desolated 
that  Territorv ;  and,  in  case  of  any  rnptare  between 
us  and  the  British  Government,  we  know,  fran 
the  experience  of  the  past,  on  which  aide  they  will 
be  engsged.     If  the  Territory  of  Michigan  were 
able  to  protect  itself  during  the  late  war^  what  t 
saving  it  would  have  been  to  the  nation  m  treas- 
ure and.  blood ;  the  Kentucky  militia  vronki  not 
have  been  massacred — which  happened  after  they 
passed  that  swamp.  It  is  an  object  of  the  gieatesi 
importance  to  the  United  States  to  encourage  the 
population  of  Michigan,  which  hns  been  hitherto 
kept  down  by  the  impractieahtlity  of  going  to  it 
By  passing  the  bill,  the  United  States  wiU  seene 
the  most  important  advantages.    I  know  it  to  be 
a  fact,  that  the  merchants  of  the  plaee  wdtere  I 
reside,  and  generally  of  the  district  I  repesent, 
who  nave  commercial  relations  with  Detmt,  have 
to  go  there  and  return,  at  some  seaiona  of  the 
year,  through  Upper  Canada,  in  conief  euee  of 
the  obstacles  opposed  by  the  Black  8wnBa|k   The 
United  States  ieet  has  disappeared  on  Lake  Srie^ 
and  it  is  of  the  utmost  importanoe  to  strenglben  the 
interior  of  the  country,  which  has  not  raaeurew 
itself  to  make  this  road. 

Mr.  StBLEY  again  rose.  There  was,  he  said, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Cockb,  no  want  of  patriotism  and 
liberality  in  the  Territory  of  hfiohigav.  He  men- 
tioned large  appronriations  of  money  whieh  thej 
had  had  to  make  for  roads,  of  which  the  United 
States  were  driving  the  benefit ;  and  also  that  there 
was  a  road  of  considerable  length  which  the  Tern* 
tory  would  have  to  make  to  meet  the  very  roed  em- 
braced in  this  bill.  He  appealed  to  me  Hoese 
whether  Michigan,  who  had  been  doing  her  at- 
most  to  connect  herself  with  the  restef  the  Umieo, 
ought  to  be  expected  to  make  this  load. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  oidervof  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  and  reid  a  third  time,  end  de- 
oided-^yeas  190,  nays  21,  aa  foUews: 

Ysi>— MessM.  Abbot,  Alien  of  llisnshaaoCt^  Al. 
'  \wk  of  Tennessee,  Archer,  Baiher  of  Ooaasrticnt,  Bar- 
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btrof  Obip,  BtlMin,  JhUf,  Bigtlow,  Boriand,  Brown, 
BachuMD,  Bafrowf,Bnti«r,  Cftmbr«leiig»  Campbell  of 
New  York>  CanpbeU  of  Ohio,  Cannon,  Cartar,  Cao- 
Mdj,  Cbamboniy  Conkliiig,  Cook,  CralU,  Cradnp, 
Cuibiuo,  Dana,  Denison,  Pickinaoo,  Darfee,  Dwigbt, 
Eddj,  Edwarda  of  Connecticut,  Edwardf  of  Pannajl- 
vuii,  Farrdly,  Findlay,  Forreit,  Forward,  Fuller, 
Gorao,  Haidin,  Hairia,  flanrey,  HemDhill,  Hill,  Hol- 
coobe,  Hooka,  Hubbard,  Ingbam,  Jaoison,  Jenningi, 
F.  JohoBOO,  J.  T.  Johnion,  Jonei  of  Virginia,  Jonaa 
of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Kejea,  Kirkland,  Lathrop,  Left- 
wich,  Lincoln,  Litdifleld,  Little,  McCarty,  McKim, 
MeLine,  McNeill,  McSherry,  Mallary,  Matlack,  Mat- 
JOB,  Mattockst  Mataalie,  Mitchell  of  Pennaylvania, 
Mitchell  of  Soatb  Carolina,  Moore  of  Viigiua,  Moore 
of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelaon  of  Maa- 
nchnsetts,  HMmmi  of  Virginia,  Newtoo,  Pattanon  of 
New  York,  PaManon  of  Pennsylvania,  Phillipa,  Pier- 
eon,  Pitcher,  PHuner  of  New  Hampahira,  Pluaer  of 
PennfyWania,  Reed  of  Maaaachusetts,  Reed  of  Mary- 
land, Rbea,  Rocheater,  Rogers,  Ross,  Ruggles,  Ross Jl, 
SaimdofSf  Scott,  Bloane,  William  Smith,  Spencer,  Ster- 
ling ol  Connecticut,  Sterling  of  New  York,  J.  Stephen- 
ton,  Stewart,  Swan,  Tattnall,  Taylor,  Thomjpaon,  Tod, 
Tomlinaon,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker 
of  8oQih  Carolina,  Udree,  Upham,  Vance,  Van  Rena- 
■elaer,  Walker,  Walworth,  Whipple,  White,  WiUiam- 
eon,  WileoD,  Wood,  Woodcock,  and  Woodson. 

Nin— Mesara.  Alexander,  Basaett,  Blackledge, 
Bortoo,  Cocke,  Condict,  Conner,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  GarnatI,  Oilflier,  Qoifaam,  Hawka,  McCoy, 
Hid,  Rodney,  Rnaa,  Arthur  Smith,  Stoddard,  Van 
Wydt,  Willtama  of  Vtrgim,  and  Wittiama  of  North 
Caroliaa. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

DISCfPLINLNG  THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon, 
Tesdred  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  to  provide  for  dbcipliniog  the  militia  of 
the  United  States. 

After  sonic  oonvecsatioa  between  Mr.  J.  Speed 
BviTa  tad  Mi.  Cannon,  on  the  sabject  of  amend- 
meau  to  the  bill ;  and  Mr.  Artbde  Sm itb  having 
moTed  an  ameDdmeiit  to  the  bill  to  limit  ike  pro- 
posed eneamj^ments  to  once  in  two  years,  iaatead 
of  oDce  in  caek  year-^ 

Mr.  Cannon,  of  Tenneasee.  said  he  felt  it  his 
doty  to  ask  ^e  iadiilgence  or  the  Committee  of 
tbe  whole  House  while  he  would  endeavor  to  give 
some  of  the  viewa  of  the  select  committee  who 
kad  reported  the  Ull  under  consideration;  also, 
some  of  the  opinions  he  himadf  entertained  on  the 
subket  It  was  a  subject,  he  said,  that  heretofore 
W  Qol  been  thought  unworthy  of  the  attention 
of  the  grcateat  and  most  distinguished  statesmen 
of  ov  coQutry.  It  had  been  pressed  with  great 
2eal  and  abality  on  the  attention  of  the  first  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  by  him  who  had  passed 
throogh  the  difficulties,  and  encountered  the  dan- 
gers of  the  Revolution ;  who  had  powerfully  aided 
in  the  establishment  of  our  independence;  who 
yr^  called  to  the  highest  office  in  the  gift  of  the 
people,  and  who  has  heen  justly  indeed  called  thlb 
Father  of  his  Coontry.  It  was  Washington,  who, 
in  this  early  period  of  our  Gk>verDmettt,  thought 
this  a  subject  of  the  highest  importance.    He  telt 


and  expressed  to  Congress^  during  his  admiaistmr 
tioo,  a  coaataat  solicitude  to  see  the  militia  of  the 
United  Slates  placed  on  an  efficient  eataUishment, 
as  did  also  Mr.  Jefienon,  duriag  his  administm- 
tioa :  he  repeatedly  urged  on  the  consideration  of 
Congress  the  improvement  of  this  great  Ibcce: 
and  expressed  his  reliance  on  them  for  national 
defence;  and  Mr.  Madison,  throughout  the  whole 
of  his  administration,  had  also  urged  upon  the 
cottflideration  of  Congress,  with  great  force  and 
unexampled  ^eal.  the  acoesaity^  of  arming,  organi- 
zing, and  disciplining  the  militia;  and,  after  thd 
close  of  the  kle  war,  with  all  the  e^qMrience  it  had 
afforded,  he  expressed  his  entire  confidence  in  this 
gpreat  means  or  national  defence,  for  the  pmervn- 
tion  of  the  jvinciples  of  our  Constitution.  Then 
high  authorities,  he  thouoht,  oujpht  to  be  suffioknt, 
at  this  time,  to'  entitle  the  subject  to  the  serions 
consideration  of  the  Committee.  Were  it  necea- 
aary,  othen  conUl  be  given.  He  said  since  the 
time  he  was  first  honorra.  with  a  seat  in  the  House, 
the  subject  had,  at  difierent  times,  been  bioogbt 
up ;  oommiltees  had  been  appointed,  had  acted  on 
il^  and  systems  reported  to  the  House,  but  never 
fulljF  examined  or  aiscnased.  He  remembeoed  that 
a  distiogttished  member  &om  the  State  of  Ohio 
(Mr.  HABBieoN)  had  evinced  a  deep  iaterest  in 
the  improvement  of  the  militia ;  whue  a  member 
from  that  State  some  years  past,  and  as  chairmsn 
of  a  committee,  he  reported  a  general  system,  but 
did  not  succeed  in  its  adoption  by  the  House.  In- 
deed, every  efibrt  which  had  been  made  since  the 
origin  of  our  Government  to  carry  into  eflbct  the 
provisions  of  the  Constitution,  in  lelation  to  diis 
great  oloect,  has  been  defeated ;  no  provision  what- 
ever has  yet  been  made  for  the  discipline  of  the 
militia ;  not  one  dollar  has  yet  been  appropriated 
in  this  way  for  our  national  defence,  our  Constitu- 
ticmal  defence,  and  chief  reliance ;  while  on  our 
auxiliary  defenecs,  regular  Army,  Navy  Forti- 
ficaatioas,  nod  Military  Academy,  we  are  expend- 
ing six  or  seven  millions  every  year. 
.  With  this  experienee  before  us,  had  we  viewed 
this  as  a  sul^ect  of  only  ordinary  tmportaace,  we 
might  have  been  deterred  &oak  presenting  to  the 
Houae  this  bill,  or  even  attempting  to  draw  the  at- 
tention of  the  Committee  to  its  investigation.  But. 
sir,  said  Mr.  C,  the  principle  contained  in  the  hill 
now  before  us,  is  not  one  of  ordinary  character^ 
it  is  one  of  the  hiffhest  importance  that  ever  has 
or  ever  can  come  oefore  this  body,  whether  it  is 
seen  in  a  military  or  a  political  point  of  view.  He 
said,  the  entire  control  over  the  militia,  in  relatiou 
to  this  subject,  was  not  given  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. This  would  appear  by  reference  to  a 
clause  in  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Here,  he 
said,  the  power  was  given  to  Con^^ress  '^to  pro- 
'  vide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the 
^  militia,  and  for  governing  such  part  of  them  as 
<  may  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
^  States,  reserving  to  the  States,  respectively,  the 


I  evident  Congress  could  notcarry  fully  into  effect 


655 


HISTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


666 


H*  OF  R« 


DtKifpUnmff  the  I^SHUa. 


jAKltABTy  1823. 


any  system  prbvidiDg  for  the  discipline  of  the  mi- 
litia, mdependeat  of  the  State  governments ;  and 
the  system  now  proposed,  contemplated  the  accept- 
ance, by  the  Lej^islatures  of  the  respectire  States, 
as  well  as  provisions  adopted  by  them  to  carry  it 
into  effect.  He  had  no  ooubt  every  State  in  the 
Union  would  readily  accept  the  provisions  of  this 
83rstem,  because  it  offered  to  pay  their  militia  offi- 
cers for  the  time  necessarily  devoted  to  the  acqai- 
sition  of  military  science.  This,  he  thought,  would 
be  a. sufficient  inducement  to  insure  its  acceptance 
by  all  the  States. 

He  then  begged  leave  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  the  general  provisions  of  the 
bill,  which  he  briefly  enumerated.  As  to  the  ex- 
pense of  the  system,  he  said  it  was  impossible  to 
arrive  at  any  thing  like  certainty  or  precision, 
though  he  had  taken  great  pains  to  be  enabled  to 
give  the  House  the  most  correct  information  that 
was  practicable,  or  could  be  arrived  at  by  calcu- 
lation ;  the  whole  of  which  he  submitted  to  the 
Committee,  in  the  fullest  confidence  that  they 
would  bear  the  test  of  a  fair  and  impartial  exam- 
ination. He  said  the  whole  number  of  the  mili- 
tia of  the  United  States  and  Territories,  agreeably 
to  the  latest  returns  that  have  been  made,  (and 
allowing  five  thousand  for  the  Territory  of  Ar- 
kansas, from  which  no  return  appears  to  have 
been  received,)  amounts  to  937,447,  which  nutn- 
ber.  divided  into  captains'  companies  of  85  eacl^, 
including  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers, 
gives  us  11,028.  This  number,  divided  into  regi- 
ments of  eight  companies  each,  as  an  average 
number,  gives  us  1,378  regiments,  which,  divided 
into  brigades,  at  an  average  of  nve  regiments  to 
each  brigade,  gives  us  275  brigades  in  the  whole 
United  States  and  Territories,  which,  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  will  constitute  the 
same  number  of  275  encampments  as  schools  of 
instruction,  in  which  all  the  commissioned  offi- 
em,  and  the  brigade  and  regimental  staff  of  the 
militia,  will  be  instructed  in  camp  duty,  field  ex- 
ercise, and  military  scioice.  The  bill  proposes  to 
etve  to  each  person  ten  cents  per  mile  as  travel- 
Gng  allowance,  for  the  distance  he  may  reside 
from  the  place  of  encampment,  one  ration  and  the 
following  pay  per  day,  during  the  time  they  are 
thus  encamped,  to  wit : 

A  Brigadier  Generd  -  -  •  -  $2  50 
Aidnle^amps  -  -  -  -  -  1  50 
Brigade  Majors  -  -  -  -  -  2  50 
Brigade  doartermasters       -       -       -    2  50 

Inspectors -250 

Colonel  Commandants         -       -       -    2  00 
Lieutenant  Colonels      -       -       -       -    2  00 

Majors 2  00 

Adjutants     -        -       -       -       -        -     1  50 

Regimental  Quartermasters  -       -        -    1  50 
Sergeant  Majors  -        -       -        -       -     1  00 

Quartermaster  Sergeants      -        •       -     1  00 
Musicians     -        -        -        -        -        -100 

Surgeons      -       -       -        -       -        -150 

Paymasters  -       -        -        -        -       -150 

Captains 150 

Lieutenants  -       -        -        -        -        -150 

Ensigns        -       -        -        -       -        -150 


At  this  rate,  the  pay  of  one  brigade  encamped 
would  amount  to  flf^9  50  cents  for  one  day;  the 
rations,  at  20  cents  each  ration,  would  amount  to 
^34  40,  and  the  travelling  allowance  to  $29^ 
taking  fifteen  miles  as  the  average  distance  each 
officer  lived  from  the  place  of  encampment,  mak- 
ing the  total  sum  of  $553  90  cents  as  tlie  whole 
expense  of  each  brigade,  exclusive  of  the  camp 
equipage,  as  provided  to  be  furnished  by  the  bill. 
Then,  agreeable  to  this  calculation,  the  whole 
United  States,  containing  275  brigades,  encamped, 
will  cost — 


For  one  day 
•  Two  days  - 
Three  days  - 
Four  days  - 
Five  days  - 
Six  days 


-  9152,322  per  annum. 

-  232,595 

-  313,417 

-  394,240 

-  475,068 

-  555,885 


per  annum,  including  the  pay,  rations,  and  trav- 
elling allowance  contemplated  by  the  bill,  which 
provides  they  shall  be  encamped  for  not  less  than 
four,  nor  exceeding  six  days ;  then  take  five  days 
as  the  medium,  it  will  cost  9^75,062  to  encamp 
and  instruct,  agreeably  to  this  system,  annnaVly, 
the  militia  officers  of  the  United  States,  being  in 
number  estimated  at  between  forty-seven  and  for- 
ty-eight thousand.  Bv  this  system,  military  sci- 
ence, he  said,  would  oe  diffused  throogliottt  the 
whole  United  States,  and  the  money  expended,  to 
carry  it  into  effect,  would  also  be  distributed  in 
every  State  and  Territory,  agreeably  to  its  num- 
ber of  militia.    There  would  be  expended  in  the 

State  of  Tennessee,  annually,  about      -  92O,0CXI 

Virginia  -----  47,000 

North  Carolina        ...  23,000 

Pennsylvania  -        -        -        .  73,000 

Ne^York       ....  62,000 

Ohio 42,000 

Kentucky         -        -        .        .  ao^oOO 

and  in  all  the  otber  States  and  Territories  in  the 
same  proportion,  agreeably  to  their  numbers,  while 
in  each  our  military  science  would  be  diffused  on 
the  same  principle  of  equality  for  the  ^reat  pur- 
pose of  national  defence.  The  expenditures,  he 
said,  on  the  Army^  Navy,  Fortifications,  and  Mili- 
tary Academy,  for  the  same  object,  had  been 
about  7,000,000  per  annum ;  yet  he  did  not  be- 
lieve they  were  our  main  reliance  for  secarity ; 
they  were  only  the  auxiliary  means  of  defence ; 
the  militia  were  the  main  stay  and  only  safe  re^ 
liance  for  the  perpetuation  of  the  principles  of  oat 
Government.  But,  he  said,  he  did  not  wish  to 
make  this  exclusively  a  military  question.  It  was 
a  great  political  question,  and  he  wished  gentle- 
men to  view  it  as  statesmen;  in  that  wmy  he 
thought  it  would  have  a  most  potent  aspecL 
What  I  said  he,  when  we  are  expending ^,000,000 
annually  on  the  Army,  Navy,  Fortifications,  and 
Military  Academy,  as  auxiliary  means  of  defence, 
surely  no  one  will  object  to  this  comparativelf 

gitiful  expenditure,  of  less  than  half  a  tniliion,  on 
ur  great  Constitutional  defence.  In  his  opinion, 
he  said,  it  was  much  too  little ;  for,  if  we  go  on  in 
this  course,  in  making  such  large  expenditures  on 
objects  that  will  not  give  us  security,  and  at  the 
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same  lime  cootinue  to  Delect  the  great  bulwark 
of  our  safety,  what  is  to  Be  the  consequence?  I 
need  not  point  it  out,  for  the  reflections  of  every 
geodeman  must  bring  him  to  the  same  result. 
The  attention  of  the  people  is  to  be  drawn  from 
reliance  on  themselFes.  so  far  as  the  influence  of 
such  measures,  and  tnose  in  authority  can  go ; 
and,  while  their  attention  is  constantly  directed 
to  (he  Armv,  Navy,  Fortifications,  and  Military 
Academy,  they  are  persuaded  to  forget  that  they 
are  their  own  and  their  country's  defenders.  But, 
sir,  said  he,  I  hope  the  time  is  very  far  distant 
when  they  can  be  brought  to  this.  When  you 
inquire  about  the  defences  of  our  country  of  those 
in  authority,  you  are  told  of  ^he  Army,  the  Navy, 
Fortifications,  and  Military  Academy,  and  these 
we  are  told  are  to  difiuse  military  science  to  the 
militia  throughout  the  Union ;  but,  sir.  this  will 
nerer  be' realized.  The  science  of  the  Army  and 
the  Military  Academy  is  like  the  light  under  the 


..w... .«..  ^^,^^,  ..  ..  partial.  »*.»  w^m^mv  »...« 
science  to  a  few,  while  f  wisn,  so  far,  as  it  is 
taught  at  the  public  expense,  to  teach  it  to  the 
great  body  of  the  people.  I  have  been  often  told, 
not  in  the  House,  but  out  of  it,  that  nothing  can 
be  done,  in  r^ard  to  giving  military  science  to 
the  militia.  This  doctrine  I  do  not  believe  in  ; 
the  experiment  has  not  yet  been  fairly  made ;  not 
one  single  dollar  has  ever  yet  been  appropriated 
by  the  General  Government  to  that  object.  He 
thought  the  public  money  could  be  as  well  applied 
to  national  defence  in  this  way  as  any  other  ^  the 
system  he  had  presented  was  a  simple  and  easy 
one  to  be  carried  into  efiect.  It  only  wanted  the 
sanction  of  Congress,  and  the  appropriation  of  the 
monev,  and  the  ^reat  object  would  readily  be  at- 
tained. The  militia  officers  of  the  whole  United 
Stales  would  soon  be  instructed  in  all  the  duties 
required  of  them  in  a  state  of  war ;  and,  while  in 
a  state  of  peace,  would  be  constantly  in  some  de- 
gree disseminating,  to  the  ffreat  mass  of  the  peo- 
ple, the  principles  by  which  they  are  to  bejrov- 
erned  when  called  into  the  public  service.  This, 
be  confidently  believed,  would  result  from  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill.  Though  he  did  not  like  the  de- 
tails of  it  in  every  respect  himself,  he  at  the  same 
ijme  was  anxious  for  its  adoption.  The  principle 
^s  the  great  point  to  be  gamed.  To  give  disci- 
pline by  a  general  and  impartial  system  to  all  the 
officers  of  the  militia,  would  efiect  every  thing 
necessary ;  for,  when  all  the  officers  of  an  armv 
are  acquainted  with  their  duties,  all  goes  on  well 
with  the  service.  He  was  also  in  favor  of  arming 
this  great  national  force,  and  during  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress  had  introduced  a  resolution, 
which  was  adopted  by  the  House,  inquiring  into 
the  expediency  of  increasing  the  annual  appro- 
priation for  arming  the  militia.  The  resolution 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  who  reported  against  it,  on  the  ground 
ihat  there  was  a  large  amount  of  the  present  an-* 
lual  appropriation  to  that  object  unexpended. 
(Vhile  the  appropriation  to  the  regular  Armv,  For- 
iflcations,  and  Military  Academy,  could  be  ap- 


plied to  the  fullest  extent,  and  amounting  to  many 
millions,  the  comparatively  small  appropriation 
of*  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  for  arming  the 
citizens  of  our  country,  could  not,  it  seemed,  be 
applied  to  that  object.  This,  he  said,  indicated 
to  him  the  feelings  of  those  whose  duty  it  was  tOi 
see  our  appropriations  faithfully  and  impartially 
applied  to  the  objects  for  which  they  were  in- 
tended. Such  feelings,  he  feared,  prevailed  with 
at  least  a  part  of  those  engaged  in  tne  administra- 
tion of  our  Government,  and  he  wished,  by  the 
adoption  of  the  measure  before  the  Committee,  to 
draw  more  strongly  the  attention  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  our  Government  to  what  he  believed  to 
be  our  great  reliance  for  national  defence,  and 
such,  he  had  no  doubt,  would  be  the  effect  of  its 
adoption.  There  were,  he  said,  many  enlarged 
and  important  views  connected  with  this  great 
subject,  which  he  declined,  at  this  time,  goingp 
into.  He  had  stated  to  the  Committee,  as  briefly 
as  he  could,  the  leading  objects  and  provisions  of 
the  bill,  and  with  as  much  correctness  as  was  in 
his  power,  or,  as  he  believed,  was  in  the  power  of 
any  one,  the  annual  amount  of  its  expense.  He 
wished  the  members  to  examine  well  and  reflect 
on  the  subjecL  He  contended  that  the  provisions 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  rela- 
tion to  this  great  object,  should  be  carried  into 
efiect.  He  had  no  doubt  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution as  much  intended  this  power  should  be 
exercised  as  any  of  the  other  powers  fiven  to 
Congress.  This  was  the  object  of  the  bill,  which 
he  said  was  based  on  the  great  principles  of  equal- 
ity, in  relation  to  the  distribution  ofmilitary  sci- 
ence, as  well  as  the  expenditure  of  the  money. 
It  would  go  equally  into  every  State  and  Territory 
in  the  Union,  every  county,  and  even  into  every 
captain's  company.  The  people  wiU  be  instroct- 
ed  in  military  science ;  then  give  them  arms,  and 
we  are  fortified  at  every  point,  and  over  every  part 
of  our  territory,  so  far  as  population  has  extended, 
or  shall  extend.  He  hoped  that  this  Congress 
would  not  adjourn,  or  that  the  3d  of  March  would 
not  arrive,  before  the  adoption  of  this  measure,  or 
some  other,  equally  calculated  to  secure,  to  the 
latest  period,  the  {^reat  principles  of  free  ffovern- 
ment  and  republican  liberty.  It  is  true,  he  said, 
we  are  not  now  threatened  with  the  dangers  oi 
war,  but  if  peace  is  indeed  the-time  to  prepare  for 
war, -now  is  the  time  for  the  adoption  of  this 
measure. 

Mr.  Arthur  Smith,  of  Virginia,  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  so  as  to  require  the  encampments 
to  take  place  everv  two  years  instead  of  yearly. 

Mr.  Keyes,  of  Vermont,  proposed  to  amend  the 
proposed  amendment,  by  aading  two  years  more, 
so  as  to  have  the  bill  provide  for  an  encampment 
of  officers  to  take  place  once  in  four  years.  Mr. 
K.  acknowledged  his  object  in  makine  this  motion 
was  to  destroy  the  bill  under  consideration ;  for 
he  looked  upon  the  passing  of  it  as  greatly  en- 
hancing the  expenses  of  the  United  States,  with- 
out their  receiving  any  benefit  in  return  tor  this 
expense.  The  militia  of  New  England  was  now 
well  disciplined,  and  could  form  column  or  bat- 
talion, and  display,  from  centre  or  either  wing,  as 
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x^ircaniBtaoceB  sliould  require;  but  he  did  Dot  kaow 
how  it  w«8  in  other  parts  of  the  Uoion.    Bmt,  Mr. 
EL.  said,  he  did  not  consider  the  forming  colmnn, 
nod  displaying,  of  militia,  was  of  roach  use ;  for, 
all  that  was,  or  ought  to  be  required  of  militia,  in 
his  optnioo,  was,  to  place  them  behind  trees,  stone 
walls,  and  breast-works ;  and  learn  them  to  prime, 
load,  take  aim,  and  fire — upon  the  enemjr's  froBts, 
wings,  and  rear,  as  occasions  should  require.  And, 
said  Mr.  K.,  this  is  the  best  way  for  militia  to 
%ht  their  enemy.    He  hoped  that  this  Coneress 
JMd  not  Ibrgotten  the  many  great  battles  of  the 
militia,  fouffbt  within  the  United  States,  since  ^ 
acparation  from  our  mother  country ;  and,  said  he, 
being  an  old  soldier,  and  an  old  man,  he  would 
namea  few  of  them — and  commenced  with  naming, 
that,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1775,  the  British 
snay,  beiag  in  the  town  of  Boston,  stole  a  march 
in  the  night,  and  arrived  in  the  town  of  Lexington 
eady  the  next  morning,  murdered,  killed,  and 
wounded  about  twelve  men,  inhabitants  ot  said 
town.    That,  in  consequence  of  this  outrage  of 
the  British  troops,  the  militia  of  Massachusetts 
rallied,  fell  upon  the  flanks  and  rear  of  the  enemy, 
and  ran  behind  stone  walls,  trees,  and  erery  kind 
of  breast-work,  occasionally,  as  circumstances  re- 
quired, giTing  them  a  shot  or  two,  and  then  run- 
ninff  to  the  next  advantageous  place,  and  so  on, 
nntH  they  drove  the  British  back  to  Boston,  with 
great  slaughter.    And,  in  June,  1775,  the  British 
army  passed  over  from  Boston  to  Charleston,  in 
Massachusetts — ^burnt  the  town,  and  then  attacked 
the  New  England  militia  at  Bunker's  Hill ;  but 
here  the  British  ranks  were  two  or  three  times 
hroke»*-and  in  this  engagement  the  militia  killed 
and  wounded  of  the  British  disciplined  army,  more 
than  thirty  wagon  loads.    In  tne  year  1777,  the 
British  army,  passing  through  our  country,  under 
the  comnuind  of  CKeneral  Burgoyne,  the  General 
aent  a  heavy  detachment  of  the  army  to  destroy 
the  military  stores  at  Bennington,  in  Vermont ; 
hut,  b^re  their  arrival,  they  were  attacked  by  the 
■ulitia  of  New  York,  and  what  then  were  called 
the  Green  Mountain  Boys  of  Vermont  and  New 
Hampshire — and  they  were  totallv  killed,  wound- 
ed, and  dispersed,  by  the  aforesaia  militia.    Now, 
Mr.  K.  saia,  he  would  ^ve  some  account  of  the 
United  States  militia^  in  the  last  war.    In  Sep- 
tember, 1814,  the  -British  army,  from  Canaik, 
eame  against  the  town  of  Plattsburg,  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  to  the  amount  of  14,000  well  dis- 
ciplined troops ;  but  they  were  turned  about  by 
1,400  of  the  militia  of  New  York  and  Vermont, 
and  driven  back  into  Canada.    And,  further,  in 
the  same  y^ar,  a  powerful  British  army  came 
against  New  Orleans;  but  that  powerful  army 
and  disciplined  oenerals,  were  astonishingly  met 
Inr  the  militia  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  our 
Western  Territories,  who  dropped  them  down  by 
thousands,  and  totally  destroyed  and  dispersed 
them. 

Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  K.,  I  now  will  speak 
of  the  British  army  which  came  against  this  city, 
in  August,  1814.  This  army  was  met  at  Bladens- 
burg,  by  the  Baltimore  militia  and  the  militia  of 
this  city,  and  would  have  been  completely  slain 


and  destroyed  by  them,  had  not  their  commander 
ordered  them  to  retreat.    This  commander  was  a 
man  well  disciplined  in  the  camp,  in  the  field,  and 
in  the  woods.    Afker  the  enemy  had  btnrot  the 
Capitol  and  what  else  they  chose,  they  returned 
to  their  ships,  and  sailed  to  Baltimore ;  bat  the 
brave  Baltimore  militia,  who  were  commanded  to 
retreat  from  the  battle  of  Bladensburg,  retreated 
to  Baltimore,  and  there,  Joined  by  more  of  the 
Baltimore  militia,  met,  with  the  greatest  courage, 
the  enemy,  and  killed  their  general  and  men  at 
such  an  awful  rate,  that  they  were  compelled  to 
reimbark,  and  the  beautiful  city  of  Baltimore  was 
thus  saved. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  asked  Mr.  K.,  what  more 
do  Conffress  want  the  militia  to  do  ?  They  have, 
by  the  Slessing  of  Heaven,  destroyed  all  your  en- 
emies— and  would  do  so  again,  and  again,  if  our 
country  should  hereafter  need  to  be  defended  by 
militia.  Our  militia  will  not  deeenerate,  but  will 
fight  to  defend  their  liberties  and  rights,  as  their 
fathers  and  grandfathers  have  done.  Bat,  if  tber 
will  not,  aAer  being  so  ipuch  better  prepared,  both 
as  to  numbers  of  men  and  every  implement  of 
war,  then  let  them  be  conquered ;  for,  in  that  case, 
they  would  not  be  worthy  to  inherit  so  goodly  a 
land,  which  has,  thus  far,  been  defended  for  cor 
descendants. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  pay  off  your  national  debts, 
and  not  burden  the  rising  generation  with  heavy 
taxes,  to  pay  interest  and  principal,  if  you  have 
money  in  the  Treasury  to  spare,  and  not  throw 
away  Are  or  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year. 
to  discipline  men  who  are  now  equal,  or  better 
than  any  regular  troom  in  any  part  of  the  world. 
We  have  beaten  the  British  twice,  and  I  cannot 
believe  that  they  will  ever  attempt  to  fight  us 
again.    He  hoped  this  bill  would  be  destroyed. 

At  this  staffc  of  the  business,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Friuat,  January  10. 

Mr.  Plumbr,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to 
amend  the  ordinance  and  acts  of  Congress  for  the 
government  of  Michij^an,  and  for  other  porposest ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  oommiao)  to  die 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  State  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Commiffee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  hill  lor  the 
relief  of  Jacob  Shafer;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Daniel  Seward."  and  it  was  referred  co  tiie 
Committee  on  the  Puuic  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reed,  of  Marylatkd,  the 
Committee  of  Claims  were  instructed  to  ioqatrE 
into  the  expediency  of  allowing  the  claim  of  thf 
representatives  of  William  Lee,  who  was  kiMed 
on  board  the  Essex,  for  his  proportion  of  prire' 
money,  and  pay  as  a  seaman. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Neale,  the  Committee  for 
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the  District  of  Ckilttmlmi  were  inetrueted  to  in* 
quire  i«lo  the  state  of  the  aceommodatioos  at 
present  woTided  for  the  cireuit  court  for  the 
coeatf  or  Washingtoo,  in  said  District;  and  whe- 
ther ny,  aad,  if  any,  what,  pro^iMon  is  aeeessary 
to  be  made  for  the  seeartty  of  the  rocords  of  the 
stid  court. 

The  lesolutioD  of  Mr.  Wbiqrt,  laid  on  the 
tible  on  the  20th  oUino,  inelnictinff  the  Military 
Committee  to  inquire  iato  the  expMie&cy  of  pro- 
Tidiaf  for  armiDg  Ihe  militia  with  rifles,  was  con- 
sideK^  and  agreed  to. 

Ob  motion  of  Mr.  Siblbt,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  iastructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex* 
BedifDcr  of  erecting  a  lighthouse  at  the  foot  of 
Lake  Horon,  at  or  near  Fort  Qratiot,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Miekigan. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Cook  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  to  aulhoriae  the  laying  out  and  opening 
of  a  road  from  Wheeling,  in  the  State  of  Virginia, 
to  the  seat  <^  government  of  the  Stale  of  Missouri^ 
be  discharged  from  its  further  consideration,  and 
that  it  be  commilted  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union. 

This  motion  was  decided  in  the  ne^ttre ;  and 
it  was  then  ordered  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  which  the  said  bill  is  committed,  be 
diiebarged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof, 
and  that  the  said  bill  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McLaicb  gave  notice  that,  on  Wednesday 
next,  he  should  move  to  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  th«  bill  for  fnrtner  regulatiiig  the  duties 
OB  imports  and  tonnage. 

Ad  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  laying 
oat  and  makinff  a  road  from  the  lower  Rapios  of 
the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie  to  the  western  boundary 
of  the  Connecticut  Western  Reserre,  in  the  Slate 
of  Ohio,  agreeably  to  the  prorisions  of  the  Treaty 
of  Brownstowo,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill.  entiHed  '<  An 
act  m^Dg  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  sopfiort 
of  Government  for  the  year  1823."  Also,  bills, 
ratitled  ^'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representa- 
tires  of  John  Donelson,  Thomas  Carr.  and 
others;"  aad  '^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joshua 
Russell ;"  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

Ordered,  That,  when  the  House  shall  adjourn, 
it  wilt  adjourn  to  meet  again  on  Mondav  next. 

The  hiU  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
relief  of  the  representatives  of  John  Don^son. 
Thomas  Carr,  and  others,"  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Joshua  Russell,"  was  read  twice. 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  oq  Private  Land 
Claims. 

The  SpBAKaa  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
reports  of  the  Registers  of  the  Land  Offices  of  the 
Eastern  District,  and  of  the  district  north  of  Red 
River,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  made  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  6th  section  of  the  act  of  the  11th  of 


May,  1820,  entitled  ''An  act  supplementary^  to  the 
several  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana ;"  which  were  referred  to 
the  CoBMBtttee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

BISCIPLINIMO  THE  MIUTIA. 

The  consideration  of  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday,  being  the  bill  providing  for  disciptin- 
ing  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  was  resumed, 
when — 

Mr.  SAtrNDERO,'  of  North  Carolina,  said,  he 
trusted  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  who  had 
reported  the  oill,  would  not  accuse  him  of  a  want 
of^  liberality  in  doing  then  what  he  should  have 
done  on  a  previous  occasion,  but  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  the  friends  of  the  measure  to  render  it 
as  perfect  in  detail  as  practicable.  He  thought, 
from  what  had  already  occurred,  there  was  out 
little  reason  to  believe  that  they  would  agree  amoni 
themselves.  And  as  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Cannon 
had  gone  into  the  argument  in  full,  he,  (Mr.  S..^ 
would  at  once  test  the  opinion  of  the  Committee, 

S  moving  to  strike  out  the  enacting  words  of  the 
1.  In  making  this  motion,  Mr.  S.  said,  he 
must  be  permitted  to  say,  it  was  with  real  relnc* 
tance  he  was  induced  to  en^ge  in  a  debate  on  a 
subject  about  which,  notwithstanding  its  appa- 
rent importance,  the  Committee  seemed  to  inani- 
fest  so  great  an  apathy,  and  feel  so  much  indiffer- 
ence ;  and  nothing  could  have  induced  him  to 
have  done  so,  but  the  circumstance  of  his  holding 
a  military  rank  in  his  own  State,  and  being  a 
member  of  the  committee  who  had  reported  the 
bill  then  under  consideration. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had  no  great  pretensions  to  mili- 
tary science^  and  prudence  on  that  occasion  might 
admonish  hmi  not  to  speak  of  war  in  the  presence 
of  Hannibal.  He  was,  however,  emboldened  in 
the  opinions  which  he  should  aovance,  from  the 
views  which  had  been  expressed  with  so  much 
effect  by  the  venerable  soldier  of  the  war  of  your 
Revolution  and  of  your  rights,  (Mr.  Keyes,)  and 
by  what  he  understood  aSo  to  be  the  opinion  of 
another  patriot  of  former  days,  (Mr.  Reed,  of 
Maryland,)  then  in  his  eye.  The  principal  argu- 
ments which  had  been  urged  by  the  gentleman 
(Mr.  Cannon)  in  favor  of  the  measure,  was  his 
hostility  to  large  standing  armies,  and  the  expen- 
ditures on  the  navy,  forts,  and  fortifications.  He 
(Mr.  S.)  would  say  to  the  gentleman  that  he  too 
was  opposed  to  large  standing  armies.  He  would 
have  a  standing  army,  but  it  should  be  one  merely 
in  miniature,  yet  perfect  in  all  its  parts.  It  so 
happens,  however,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  we  have  not 
at  present,  nor  was  it  even  contemplated  to  have, 
a  large  standing  army.  It  had  been  greatly  re- 
duced, and  he  presumed  it  would  not  be  again 
increased,  unless  there  was  some  manifest  neces- 
sity for  doing  so.  If  we  had  a  large  standing 
army,  then  the  gentleman's  fears  might  be  well- 
founded,  and  his  reasons  entitled  to  greater  credit; 
but,  in  the  language  of  Falstaff,  there  was  much 
virtue  in  if;  and  such  not  being  the  case,  he 
could  not  give  in  to  the  strength  oithe  arguments 
urged  in  support  of  the  measure  on  this  score. 

As  to  the  expenditures  on  the  navy,  forts,  and 
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fortifications,  he,  Mr.  S.,  woald  agree  with  the  | 
gentleman  so  far  as  to  say,  that  they  should  keep 
pace  with  the  advancement  and  means  of  the 
country ;  that  they  should  follow  and  not  precede 
those  means.  These  were,  however,  in  Mr.  S.'s 
view,  the  only  objects  on  which  any  thing  like 
permanent  preparations  could  be  made  in  time  of 
peace  for  a  state  of  war.  Mr.  8.  said,  that  as  he 
did  not  wish  to  detain  the  Committee,  he  would 

Eroceed  to  offer  the  considerations  which  had 
rought  his  mind  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  at- 
tempt which  was  proposed  by  the  bill,  to  impose 
upon  the  militia  the  discipline  of  regular  troops, 
would  lessen  their  real  efficiency  and  respect- 
ability ;  and  an  abstract  consideration  of  the  na- 
ture and  qualities  of  men  would  satisfy  any  in- 
quiring mind  that  such  would  be  the  result.  It  is 
proposed  by  the  bill,  said  Mr.  S.,  by  way  of  dis- 
seminating military  science  among  the  great  body 
of  the  militia,  to  collect  the  officers  of  each  bri- 
gade, from  the  brigadier  general  down  to  the  ser- 
geants, at  some  place,  to  have  them  encamped  for 
a  period  not  less  than  four,  nor  ezceedinff  six  days, 
and  drilled  by  some  officer  designated  for  that 
purpose.  This  was  the  principle  of  the  measure; 
and,  said  Mr.  S.,  such  a  camp  service  and  drill  as 
was  thus  contemplated  was  what  no  man  of  ele- 
vated feelings  and  sentiments  would  submit  to. 
They  knew  its  uselessness,  and  would  feel  dis- 
gusted at  being  ordered  for  days  at  a  time,  "right 
and  left,"  by  some  pet  in  epaulettes,  for  whom 
they  would  leel  no  personal  respect  There  was 
not  to  be  found  in  service  officers  upon  whom 
should  be  imposed  these  burdens  and  duties  with- 
out some^idequate  advantage  to  the  country.  If 
their  duties,  labors,  and  humiliations,  were  thus 
to  be  increased,  it  would  drive  those  out  of  ser- 
vice whom  it  would  be  worth  retaining.  They 
would  consent  to  undergo  the  drill  that  was  now 
practised,  but  thev  would  not  leave  their  families 
and  homes  for  aays  at  a  time  for  no  purpose. 
The  pay  might  possibly  induce  a  few  to  remain 
in  service,  its  novelty  might  please  for  a  time,  but 
it  would  exhaust  the  Treasury,  and  add  nothing 
to  the  efficiency  or  respectability  of  the  militia. 
It  would  then  be  impracticable,  said  Mr.  S.,  to 
carry  this  scheme  into  effect,  because  officers 
could  not  be  found,  capable  of  receiving  and  im- 
parting information,  who  would  take  upon  them- 
selves its  onerous  burdens  and  duties  for  effectu- 
ating its  object.  But  supposing,  said  Mr.  S.,  that 
he  miffht  be  mistaken  in  this  opinion,  and  grant 
that  omcers  could  be  found,  who  would  be  wuling 
to  place  themselves  as  so  many  machines  in  the 
hands  of  this  self-created  Steuben,  for  the  purpose 
of  becoming  versed  in  all  the  minutia  of  tactical 
evolutions,  and  still  they  could  not  carry  this  dis- 
cipline into  the  great  mass  of  the  militia.  How 
many  officers  of  the  late  war^  said  Mr.  S.,  had 
been  induced  to  accept  of  mditia  commissions, 
entered  with  spirit  and  zeal  upon  the  task  of  regu- 
lar discipline,  but  soon  found  their  men  not  dis- 
posed to  submit  to  those  kind  of  restraints  which 
were  practised  among  regular  troops ;  and,  though 
they  may  have  effected  much,  soon  discovered  the 
task  a  vain  and  fruitless  one.    The  fact  was,  said  | 


Mr.  S.,  the  militia  of  this  ooootry  were  loo  frae 
and  independent^  and  he  trusted  in  God  the; 
would  ever  contmue  so,  to  sabmit  to  that  rigor 
of  discipline  which  was  practised  in  the  regulv 
armies,  and  which  might  be  necessary  tboe  to 
keep  up  a  proper  decree  of  sobordinatioo.   U^ 
said  Mr.  S.,  the  situation  of  the  country  required 
these  sacrifices — if  wmr  threatened  their  homes- 
then  the  militia  would  be  ready  to  do  any  thing 
which  the  public  service  might  require.    la  petce, 
and  in  a  country  where  everv  man  was  equtlly 
free,  it  could  not  be  expectea  for  these  things  to 
be  effected.    It  is  known  to  every  one  that  wiieo 
the  militiaman  and  rep;ular  were  called  to  tct  in 
concert,  the  regular  relt  a  pity  for  him  who  did 
not  understand  that  kind  ol  discipline  which  he 
knew  so  perfectly ;  but  the  militiaman  felt  indi|^ 
nant  at  those  restraints  and  humiliations  whicii 
were  imposed  in  order  to  acquire  this  information. 
The  Emperor  of  Russia  had,  to  a  certain  exteDty 
introduced  discipline  into  the  great  mass  of  his  sub- 
jects, but  it  had  been  by  pusmng  his  authority  to 
its  utmost  limit;  that  kind  of  authority  igaiost 
which  Mr.  S.  protested,  and  which,  he  sa&,  the 
man  who  would  be  willing  to  confide  to  the 
hands  of  any  class  of  officers,  over  the  freemen  of 
this  country,  would  be  a  fit  subject  for  the  Auto- 
crat of  all  the  Russias .    If,  then,  said  Mr.  S.,  the 
system  proposed  should  give  disciplined  officers, 
which  he  did  not  believe,  but  should  fail  to  intro- 
duce that  ditwipline  into  the  great  body  of  the 
militia,  of  what  service  would  it  be  to  the  natioQ? 
Let  experience  answer.    And  here  he  might  lely 
on  the  facts  which  had  been  disclosed  by  Sie  gea- 
tleman  from  Vermont,  who  spoke  from  what  be 
had  seen  and  known.    But  asked  Mr.  S.,  was 
not  a  Braddock  and  his  omcers  disciplioariaos, 
and  yet  he  had  met  with  a  grave,  and  his  tFOops 
with  defeat.    At  Lexington,  at  Banker's  Hill,  aod 
at  King's  Mountain,  the  militia  fought  with  suc- 
cess ;  at  the  latter  place  their  victory  was  com- 
plete.   These  names  had  been  hallowed  in  the 
sacred  page  of  American  history;  yet  here  they 
were  commanded  by  men  of  equal  grade  and  ex- 
perience with  themselves.    The  militia  are  to  be 
relied  on,  and  on  proper  occasions  they  are  effi- 
cient, but  their  efficiency  does  not  consist  in  theii 
discipline;  it  consists  in  their  patriotism,  their 
honor,  and  impetuous  courage;  it  is  this  which 
distinguishes  them  from  r^ular  troops^  who  were 
mere  mercenaries,  f  he  spoke  of  the  ranks,)  awi 
strangers  to  those  noble  sentiments  which  wanned 
the  bosom  and  nerved  the  arm  of  the  militiaman 
in  the  hour  of  danger. 

The  science  of  military  tactics,  said  Bir.  S.,  was 
studied  by  the  pusillanimous,  as  that  of  medicine 
was  by  the  sick ;  they  seek  the  art  of  avoiding  de 
feat  and  resisting  attack,  and  not  that  which  was 
calculated  to  command  and  insure  success,  wi 
the  principles  of  the  bill  seemed  to  accommodate 
itself  to  that  timid  kind  of  policy.  It  disdained 
to  rely  on  the  natural  courage,  sense  of  duty,  an^ 
love  of  country,  which  would  always  serve  the 
militiaman  in  the  hour  of  need,  but  sought  to 
make  him  subservient  to  useless  restrictions  in 
times  of  the  most  profound  peace,  for  no  posabk 
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good.    It  WIS  not  to  be  expected  that  saeh  things 
would  be  eodured,  because  there  was  do  neeessity 
for  ilj  tod  they  woold  not*    Mr.  S.  said,  what 
hadoflce  happened,  might  poesibiy  happen  again ; 
but  that  we  were  not  to  expect  that  to  occur,  which 
a  long  train  of  exertions  had  failed  to  produce. 
Every  State  in  the  Unionhad  ite  militia  laws,  and 
most  of  them  their  own  discipline ;  yet,  atter  a 
series  of  legislation  for  forty  years,  they  were 
afaoQt  where  they  commenced.    Every  attempt  at 
perfectioo,  like  the  repairs  of  aa  old  woman's 
clock,  only  tended  to  make  confusion  worse  con- 
foaoded.    We  were  not  Uien,  said  Mr.  S.,  to  ex- 
pect, that  our  experiments.' would  be  more  success* 
M  than  those  ot  the  States.    They  had  managed 
in  such  a  way  as  to  get  along,  and  he  thought  it 
was  best  to  let  them  go  on  in  their  own  way.    But, 
the  geodeman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Cannon,) 
bad  (old  us,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  if  the  nation  went 
on  as  it  bad  done,  encoaraging  the  army,  the  acad- 
emy, the  nary,  forts  and  fortifications,  that  she 
would  experience  the  same  fate,  which  had  at- 
teoded  other  republics.    For  his  part,  Mr.  S.  said, 
be  entertained  no  such  fears;  these  were  national 
objects  subject  to  the  control  of  the  people's  rep- 
resentatiTes,  and  from  the  policy  hitherto  pursued, 
he  thought  there  was  nothing  to  fear.  Mr.  S.  said, 
that  he  was  free  to  confess  that  he  should  enter- 
(aio  much  greater  fears,  if  the  gentleman  should 
succeed  in  diffusing  the  %military  spirit  to  the  ex- 
tent which  he  seemed  to  desire.    If  indeed,  the 
free  people  of  this  country  should  so  tar  catch  the 
military  spirit,  as  to  believe  the  only  path^to  fame 
and  distiaction  was  the  military  one,  then  there 
might  be  some  cause  of  alarm.    He  did  not  wish, 
therefore,  to  see  their  attention  diverted  from  their 
peaceful  jmrsuits,  much  le^  to  see  them  filled  with 
that  martial  feeling,  "thei)ride,  the  pomp,  and  the 
circomstaace  of  war,"  which  might  lead  them  in 
quest '<  of  food,  of  plunder,  and  of  glorv."    The 
greatest  enemy,  said  Mr.  S.,  to  the  mild  spirit  of 
social  life  was  the  military  one.  History  was  false 
if  the  assertion  was  not  true.  The  Praetorian  band 
at  Rome,  the  Janissaries  at  Constantinople,  and  the 
Imperial  Guard  at  Paris,  were  alike  the  enemies 
of  liberty  and  of  their  country.    And  though  it 
might  be  said,  that  those  who  had  sprung  up  in 
the  world  and  established  military  despotisms,  had 
usually  come  from  the  military  order,  yet  it  would 
be  found  that  the  nltion  itself  had  first  been  pre- 
pared for  the  sacrifice,  by  the  diffusion  of  the  mil- 
itary spirit,  and  the  pride  of  martial  fame.    Seek 
not,  then,  to  make  tnis  nation  a  military  people ; 
Jest  some  extraordinary  genius  may  arise,  created 
by  nature,  and  called  into  action  by  fortuitous 
events,  who  mi^ht  aspire  to  his  own  elevation 
on  the  rains  of  ms  country.    Mr.  S.  acknowledg- 
ed that  he  entertained  no  serious  fears  of  this  kind 
—that  they  were  mere  dreams  of  fancy ;  yet  he 
considered  them  of  as  much  weight  as  any  ap- 
prehensions from  The  present  or  any  future  stand- 
ing army,  that  we  were  likely  to  have  in  this 
eoantry. 

Having  thus  offered  his  general  objections  to 
:he  principle  of  the  measuie,  Mr.  S.  said  he  would 
low  notice  its  expense.  >  There  were  at  present 


about  one  million  of  effective  militia,  which  were 
divided  into  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  bri- 
gades, and  in  each  brigade  there  were  upwards  of 
one  hundred  and  seventy  ofilcers  proposed  to  be 
encamped.  The  pay  proposed  to  be  given,  though 
not  adequate  to  their  expenses,  would  cost  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  dollars  per  day.  Thus, 
the  expense  for  the  number  or  days  proposed, 
would  exceed  half  a  million  of  dollars.  Would 
the  Committee  authorize  such  an  expenditure  on 
an  object  both  impracticable  and  useless  1  There 
was  already  directed  to  be  appropriated  $200,000. 
for  arming  the  militia;  and  wnen  these  arms 
had  been  procured  and  distributed  amonjpt  the 
States,  they  knew  not  how  to  dispose  of  them. 
They  were  not  generally  put  into  the  hands  of 
the  militia;  and,  in  some  States,  where  they 
were,  the  ramrods  were  not  unfrequently  used 
as  a  poker,  and  the  arms  themselves  found  an 
arsenal  in  a  bar-room.  Mr.  S.  said^  however,  he 
did  not  complain  of  this  appropriation,  as  it  was 
a  means  of  defence  intended  for  a  state  of  war. 
He  said,  he  would  barely  mention  one  section  of 
the  bill,  which  was  its  last.  This  section  author- 
ized an  exemption  from  militia  duty  on  the  pay- 
ment of  five  or  ten  dollars  per  year.  Mr.  S.  said, 
this  was  perfectly  in  accordance  with  the  main 
principle  of  the  measure.  The  duties  which  it 
sought  to  impose  upon  the  officers  would  drive 
most  of  them  from  commission,  and  this  commu- 
tation principle  would  be  accepted  by  every  man 
who  could  raise  his  five  dollars;  and  thus  the 
ranks  would  be  as  thin  as  the  officers  would  be 
few.  But  we  had  been  told,  said  Mr.  S.  that  the 
Constitution  had  given  to  Congress  the  power  of 
regulating  the  discipline  of  the  militia,  and  its 
powers  should  be  carried  into  effect.  It  had  in- 
deed given  to  Congress  the  power  of  adopting 
some  uniform  system  of  discipline,  which  had  or 
ought  to  be  done ;  that  we  should  also  have  the 
numerical  strength  of  the  militia,  render  them  obe- 
dient to  the  commands  of  the  Government  when 
called  into  service ;  and  he  doubted  the  proprietj^ 
or  authority  of  doing  more.  He,  at  least,  never 
would  consent  to  render  the  militia  subservient 
to  martial  law  in  time  of  peace,  and  obedient  to 
those  *'  rules  and  articles  ot  war,'*  which  went  to 
abridge  their  civil  rights — ^which  ought  not  to  be 
done — ^which  they  would  not  submit  to,  and  which 
he  thought  the  good  sense  of  the  Committee  would 
not  impose. 

Mr.  Saunders  was  followed  by — 

Mr.  Chambers,  of  Ohio,  in  support  of  the  bill, 
who  observed  that  the  boldness  with  which  this 
bill  was  attacked,  induced  him  to  offer  his  feeble 
aid  in  support  of  the  contemplated  measure.  Yet 
he  had  little  hopes  of  exciting,  in  any  d^ree,  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  subject,  and 
lamented  the  very  great  apathy  and  indifference 
which  was  apparent  in  the  House  during  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  bill.  Why  it  should  be  so,  he  could 
not  tell.  Whether  it  arose  from  the  character  of 
the  House,  or  of  its  members  he  knew  not.  To 
him  it  appeared  a  subject  of  very  great  import- 
ance— a  subject  which  had  elicited  the  attention 
of  successive  Chief  Magistrates  of  this  nation,  and 
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was  partiealariy  recemmeBded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  Congress  by  one,  whose  jud^^nt  would 
not  be  questioned  by  any  ffeotleman  to  this  Com- 
nittee.  It  was  Tery  evident  that,  for  all  great 
national  pnqK)9e8,  in  ease  of  war,  oy  inTasion,  or 
insurrection,  the  militia  must,  uncjoestiooably, 
constitute  at  all  times  our  main  reliance  for  de- 
fence. To  him  it  appeared  very  eztraordiBary  io 
discover  so  great  an  iodiiflerence  Io  a  subject,  ap- 
parently so  iaterestinff  and  important ;  every  arro- 
ment  whieh  could  be  adduced  in  support  of  a 
.standing  army  in  time  of  peace,  would  apply  with 
equal  I  force  to  promote  the  discipline  of  the  militia 
of  the  couQlry.  We  incur  a  national  expense  for 
the  Army  proper  (excluding  ordnance  and  fortifi- 
cations) amounting  to  upwards  of  ^jSSGjOCM)  per 
annum,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  keeping  alive  a 
povtioo  of  military  science,  and  garrisoning  oar 
•forts.  We  vole  immense  sums  for  Ihe  Army  and 
Navy,  without  the  least  hesitation,  or  much  in- 
quiry, as  auxiliaries  to  the  national  defence  In 
Ihe  Navy  Department,  we  have  voted  as  a  coafin- 
gent  fund,  a  mere  contingent  fund,  the  sum  of 
$2^,000 ;  which,  io  the  language  of  the  late  hon- 
orable chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  when  inquired  of  as  to  the  uses  this  money 
was  to  be  applied  to,  replied,  that,  so  far  as  he 
cotild  designate  the  items,  it  would  be  principally 
for  needles  and  twine.  Vet,  genllemett  became 
extremely  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  afipropriatiag 
9500,000  towards  disciplining  the  militia  of  the 
United  Slates.  For  his  parL  lie  would  as  readily 
appropriate  a  portion  of  the  funds  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  that  object  as  he  would  for  the  Army,  the 
Navy,  or  fortifications.  He  was  sorrv  to  hear  such 
a  description  of  the  militia  as  had  beea  given  by 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Saon- 
PBES,)  who  had  just  resumed  his  seat,  considering 
that  he  himself  belonged  to  the  corps  of  tnilitia 
officers.  Mr.  C.  differed  entirely  with  him  io  sup- 
posing that  the  republican  freemen  of  this  country 
would  consider  it  d^rading  to  be  placed  under  Hie 
command  of  the  officers  of  their  respective  bri- 
gades ;  nor  would  they  conceive  them  mere  petty 
tyrants,  wearing  epaulettes,  d^c.  If  that  gentleman 
would  ad  vert  to  the  mode  of  orsanizing  the  militia, 
"and  the  appointment  of  the  officers,  no  such  con- 
clusions or  disrespect,  or  spirit  of  disobedience, 
could  be  drawn.  [Here  Mr.  baunders  explained.] 
Mr.  C.  resumed.  From  the  explanation  given,  he 
believed  he  had  understood  the  gentleman  correctly. 
The  reasoning  of  the  gentleman,  however,  argued 
loo  much,  and  would  go  to  the  total  annihilation 
of  all  discipline.  He  bad  no  doubt  that,  when  you 
give  the  militia  a  more  important  character  than 
niey  now  possessed,  their  pride  and  emulation 
would  impel  them  to  a  perfeetion  in  discipline. 
They  needed  some  stimulus — they  required  the 
attention  and  legislative  sanction  of  the  General 
Government.  It  has  been  lonff  wanting.  What 
do  you  say  to  the  nation,  in  rdosing  to  pass  this 
-bill?  You  solemnlv  hold  out  the  distinct  idea 
that  the  Congress  or  these  United  States  consider 
the  militia  of  this  country  as  unworthy  of  the 
least  legislative  consideration.  This,  sir,  will  be 
a  damper  on  the  remnant  of  patriotism,  in  the 


breast  of  the  great  body  of  your  militia  ofikm. 
Their  duty  is  oneroos  «kd  irksome,  and  still  tiuy 
hM  on  in  many  instances,  hoping  for  encourage- 
mcHt.  This  bill  kM$  out  the  best  indooeneDtto 
persevetance,  and  would  no  doubt  stimnlite  thea 
to  the  ptfformance  of  their  duties.  It  is  Int  jm- 
tice,  to  pay  them  for  the  lime  they^  mast  Becesn- 
rily  lose  in  acquiring  military  discipline. 

Mr.  C.  was  sorry  to  find  the  advocates  of  this 
bill  but  fow  in  number^  There  were  a  lev,  how- 
ever, in  the  House,  who  appeared  to  fed  a  pu^ 
ticular  interest  in  the  measure  under  eonsidentioo. 
He  was  himself  amoiur  those  few.  He  had  the 
honor  to  be  a  militia  officer,  and  had  atteaded  (o 
all  the  details  of  doty.  From  personal  kaowledg«, 
a  large  proportion  of  the  subakera  officers  ib  th« 
country  he  represented  had  not  a  clear  tnnoil  io- 
come  to  spare  of  one  hundred  dollars.  Tet  these 
men,  to  perform  their  duty  in  an  officer-like  na- 
ner,  and  to  furnish  themselves  with  uniform,  anm, 
and  equipments,  must  sustain  an  expense  cqoiJ  to 
one  hundred  dollars,  besides  losing  trom  six  to  (en 
days  per  annum  in  attendance  npon  dnty,tteom- 
pany  and  regimental  musters,  at  brigade  ofieer 
musters,  courts  of  inquiry,  and  assessment  of  Ems, 
courts-martial,  dbc.,  together  with  the  disadvav 
tage  of  leaving  their  ho&es  a  distance,  and  betria; 
their  own  expenses.  In  obiecting  to  the  provisioas 
of  this  bill,  gentlemen  ought  to  recollect  that  thn 
are  neither  extraordinary  or  novel ;  that  in  muj, 
if  not  all  the  States,  under  the  different  Sttteao- 
tborities,  they  were  now  in  Ihe  practice  of  a  similar 
system.  If  the  s3rstem  of  miirtia  disetplioe  shaf: 
M  determined  as  useless  and  unworthy  of  legisla- 
tive attention,  dismiss  all  your  militia  officers,  aad 
relieve  them  at  once  from  all  fordier  respoasibilRT 
or  duty.  For  his  part^  there  was  no  meet  of  a 
public  character  that  he  would  more  freefv  appro- 
priate a  portion  of  the  tjublic  moneys  to,  tbaii  that 
under  consideration.  He  finally  concluded  bv  eo- 
treating  the  serious  attention  or  the  Hwm  to  the 
subject-mauer  of  the  bill,  and  hoped  it  would 
pass. 

Mr.  Cauk  ON  said  it  was  not  espeeted  hf  tlK 
committee  who  reported  this  bill,  that  it  woslc 
pass  the  House  without  the  most  thoroogb  exami- 
nation. He  was  well  aware  that  theie  were  some 
who  entertained  the  opinion  that  military  acicDee, 
as  well  as  every  other  sciaice,  ought  to  he  eo«- 
fincd  to  a  fow,  and  not  disseasinated  throogflKWt 
the  great  mass  of  the  people  generail]r.  He,  bow- 
ever,  was  not  one  of  that  sort  of  pobticius.  He 
entertained  opinions  altogether  of  a  different  char- 
acter on  those  subjects.  He  knew  it  had  hereto- 
fore been  a  very  favorite  policy  of  some  of  those 
who  administer  the  Gotemment,  as  well  as  manr 
members  of  the  House,  to  confine  military  seieoce 
to  the  Army  and  Military  Academy.  This  eoorx 
of  policv,  he  had  often  objected  to  oa  this  ik>or, 
during  the  former  sessions  in  which  he  bad  bees 
a  member.  His  policy  was  of  a  more  broad  %bq 
extensive  nature.  It  was  one  that  aflbrded  a^- 
sections  of  our  Union  something  like  an  ^*^ 
participation  in  the  benefits  aflbrded;  for,  he  ^jd. 
It  would  not  be  denied  that  the  monef  ifl  "J* 
Treasury  was  the  common  property  of  the  whole 
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people  of  the  United  0Mes.  Therefore,  whit* 
eTer  appropriatioiis  were  made  for  tlie  parpoie  of 
teaching  miiitBrj  seienee  or  aoy  other  teieoee, 
ought  (iBfttead  or  beinff  made  in  such  a  way  as  to 
benefit  a  few  only^  tow  afpplied  on  some  gfeneval 
principle  of  equality,  by  which  the  whole  peo])J[e 
of  (he  United  States  would  partieipate  equally  in 
the  advantages  afforded ;  and  this,  he  Mid,  was 
the  prioeiple  sought  to  be  established  by  the  bill 
tinder  discussion.  There  is  nothing  complex  or 
intricate  in  it.  It  only  requires  the  sanction  of 
the  House,  with  the  appropriation  it  contained. 
and  it  will  be  oarried  into  effect.  The  i>rineipai 
obitctiott  be  had  yet  heard  made  against  the 
bill,  was  the  expense  to  the  Ctovemraent  that 
would  be  incurred  by  its  adoption ;  this  was  really 
the  only  otjection  or  any  Weight  he  had  yet  heard 
orged  against  the  measure.  He  said  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  SAUitnEim^  had 
stated  that  yesterday  he  had  expressed  a  desire  to 
diminish  the  expenditures  on  the  Army,  Nary, 
and  Military  Academy,  but  he  had  not  then  ex- 

Eressed  himself  so,  whatever  his  sentiments  might 
e  in  relation  to  the  expenditures  on  those  objects, 
nor  did  he  pkce  the  merits  of  this  bill  on  that 

Sonnd  or  contingency.  He  had  stated  to  the 
oQse  the  large  amount  annually  expended  on 
those  objects,  as  a  meftns  of  national  deleiice. 
which  was  also  the  object  of  this  bill.  He  had 
contrasted  the  large  amount  of  aboot  seren  rail* 
lions  aaDoally  expended  oh  the  Army,  Nary,  For* 
tifications,  and  Militarv  Academy*,  (which  could 
only  be  eonstdeted  as  the  auxiliary  means  of  our 
Dstiooal  ddenee,)  with  this  sum  of  less  than  half 
a  otlb'oB  for  this  great  obiect,  which  was  our  only 
safe  and  sure  reliance.  And  he  would  now  place 
the  merits  of  the  bill  on  what  he  considered  to  be 
the  only  true  ground  on  which  we  could  fairly 
test  the  system  it  proposed.  It  was  this,  we  are 
makiag  lafge  expenditures  annually  for  national 
defence.  This  bill  propose  a  comparatively  small 
expenditure,  though  in  »  diifi*rent  way,  for  the 
same  object;  and  the  true  question  is,  wnetlter  the 
iDode  I  propose  by  the  bill,  is  not  better,  and  does 
not  more  accord  with  the  'principles  of  our  Gov* 
emncat,  than  that  which  has  heretofore  been 
porsoed.  If  it  can  be  shown  \ff  the  opponenfii  of 
this  Bwasare  that  our  present  mode  oi^  expending 
the  public  money  for  national  defence  is  better 
calcolated  to  effect  that  object  than  the  system 
contained  in  the  bill,  he  would  five  up  the  ques- 
tion, and  agree  that  the  bill  ought  to  be  rejected; 
bat,  00  the  contrary,  if  the  expenditure  proposed 
to  be  made  by  the  bill,  ia  calculated  to  give  us 
niofe  «fety  and  national  power  for  defence  in 
time  of  war,  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  adopted. 
This  wu  the  fair  view  he  wished  taken  on  the 
•object.  It  was  the  ground  on  which  be  was  pre- 
pved  to  meet  tke  opponents  of  the  bill ;  for  he 
entertained  the  most  aecided  opinion  that  the  ex- 
penditure proposed  by  this  system  for  the  discip- 
line of  the  officers  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States  would,  if  made,  be  found  to  be  the  most 
efficient  that  ever  had  been  made  for  national 
defence* 
Mr.  C.  said  he  did  not  pretend  to  be  a  military 


man,  like  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina-, 

fMr.  SAUNnraa,)  or  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
Mr.  Cbambbrb.)  The  question  involved  politic 
cal  as  well  as  military  considerations — whether 
we  are  to  go  on  and  exhaust  our  Treasury  on  the 
skeleton  system  of  an  army  and  a  military  acade- 
my, for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up  military  science 
in  our  cotmtry  for  its  defence,  or  shall  we  adopt 
a  system  calculated  to  disseminate  this  science 
throughout  our  country  in  the  manner  he  had  pro- 
posed ?  The  surplus  officers  of  your  army,  said 
ne,  are  military  sinecures,  whose  annual  expense* 
to  the  Gknrernment,  together  with  that  of  the  Mil- 
itary Academy,  amounts  to  nearly  as  much  as 
would  be  the  expense  of  this  system^  by  which 
nearly  or  about  fifty-  thousand  militia  officers 
would  annually  be  instructed.  Between  the  course 
pursued  by  the  Government  heretofore,  and  that  he 
bad  here  proposed,  he  thougfht,  after  a  full  exami- 
nation and  due  reflection,  none  could  hesitate. 
There  might,  he  said,  be  some  faults  pointed  out 
in  the  details  of  this  bill.  It  could  not  be  expected 
that  any  system,  so  extensive  in  its  operation, 
would  be  perfect  when  first  adopted.  Experience 
would,  no  doubt,  point  out  attiendments  that  would 
be  necessary.  He  did  not  approve  himsdf  of  every 
part  of  the  details  of  this  bill ;  but  he  was  so 
deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  adon* 
tion  of  the  principle  it  contained,  that  he  was  wu* 
litt^  to  surrender  his  jndsment  on  those  points 
which  he  considered  of  but  little  consequence. 
His  great  object  was  to  introduce  a  system  by 
which  the  militia  officers  of  the  United  States 
would  be  enabled  to  obtain,  in  some  small  degree, 
a  practical  knowledge  of  military  science,  ana 
this  must  be  done  at  the  public  expense;  This 
part  of  our  citizens  are  not  always  the  most 
wealthy,  and  the  entire  sacrifice  of  time,  as  well 
as  the  expense  they  would  be  necessarily  subjected 
to,  was  too  much  to  re<|uire  of  them.  Indeed,  thev 
were  not  able  to  bear  it.  We  were  now,  and  al- 
ways have  been,  entirely  indebted  to  this  patriotic 
class  of  our  citizens  for  the  military  science,  how- 
ever little  it  miffht  be.  which  has  been  extended 
to  the  great  body  of  tne  people.  He  believed  any 
system  that  would  enable  the  officers  to  obtain  a 
knowledge  of  military  science  without  subjecting 
them  to  expense,  or  an  entire  sacrifice  of  their 
time,  wonla  efl^t  every  thing  necessary  to  be  done 
by  the  Qeneral  Government. 

Hrsaid  he  was  sorry  to  differ  in  opinion  on 
this  subject  with  the  venerable  and  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont,  who  had  so  much  more  ex- 
perience on  this  as  well  as  every  other  subject  than 
ne  himelf  had.  He  was  also  sorry  that  the  gentle- 
man entertained  opinions  so  diametrically  opposite 
to  the  opinions  of  the  great  statesman  and  soldier 
under  whom,  he  understood,  he  has  fought  during 
the  Revolution,  and  to  whom  our  country  is  so 
much  indebted  for  national  independence  and  civil 
liberty ;  and  he  hoped  that,  the  long  lapse  of  time 
that  had  interveneo  since  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont had  been  associated  with  this  great  states- 
man and  soldier  of  our  Revolution,  he  had  not 
ceased  to  feel  great  respect  for  his  opinions  on  thn 
subject,  which  was  deemed  by  him  (Washing- 
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ton)  to  be  one  of  great  national  importance.  And 
in  answer  to  what  the  gentleman  has  adranced 
in  oppo&;ition  to  this  measure,'  he  begged  leave  to 
read  to  him  and  to  the  Committee  a  part  of  the 
Message  of  this  great  statesman  to  the  nrst  session 
of  the  fourth  Congress,  in  the  year  1795,  where  he 
says,  "  With  the  view  of  our  Army  establish- 
*  ment.  is  naturally  connected  that  oi  the  militia. 
'  It  will  merit  inquiry,  what  imperfections  in  the 
'  existing  plan  further  experience  may  have  un- 
'  folded.  The  object  is  of  so  much  moment,  in 
/  my  estimation,  as  to  excite  a  constant  solicitude 
'  that  the  consideration  of  it  may  he  renewed  till 
'  the  greatest  attainable  perfection  shall  be  accom- 
'  plisbed.  Time  is  wearing  away  some  of  the 
<  advantages  for  forwarding  the  object,  while  none 
'  better  deserves  the  persevering  attention  of  the 
^  public  councils."  U  these  opinions,  said  Mr.  C, 
have  no  influence  on  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont, I  could  not  have  the  vanity  to  suppose  that 
any  other  arguments  in  my  power  to  advance 
would  have  the  slightest  effect.  They  were  opin- 
ions that  had  been  urged  by  General  Washington 
on  the  consideration  of  Congress  throughout  his 
administration,  and  also  sub^uently  by  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson and  Mr.  Madison.  Yet,  notwithstanding 
the  great  zeal  which  they  displayed  on  this  sul^ 
ject,  nothing  has  ever  been  done  to  carry  into 
effect  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  in  relation 
to  it.    Not  one  single  dollar  has  ever  yet  been  Ajh 

Eroprlated  to  provide  for  the  discipline  of  the  mi-' 
tia.  Gentlemen  would  not  object  to  the  large 
appropriations  made  to  the  regular  Army,  Navy, 
fortifications,  and  Military  Academy,  though  op- 
posed to  this  small  amount  for  the  discipline  of  the 
militia. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  has  told 
us  that  the  officers  are  too  proud  to  submit  to  be 
disciplined  in  the  manner  provided  by  this  bill; 
but,  sir,  said  he,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  they  are 
now  in  the  constant  practice  of  being  drilled,  in 
many  of  the  States  in  this  Union,  where  they  en- 
counter the  expense  as  well  as  loss  of  time,  with- 
out any  compensation  whatever.  The  regulations 
of  the  States  in  this  respect  are  similar  in  their 
character  to  those  contained  in  this  bill ;  and  the 
rules  for  the  government  of  the  Army  are  the  rules 
which  also  govern  the  militia  throughout  the 
Union.  But.  sir,  said  be,  the  gentleman  is  mis- 
taken when  be  supposes  this  system  will  be  ob- 
jected to  by  the  officers  of  the  militia.  It  is  cal- 
culated to  place  them  on  still  higher  ground ;  to 
pay  them  a  small  compensation  for  the  time  em- 
ployed in  gaining  this  practical  knowledge  of  all 
the  duties  of  the  camp  and  the  field,  will  make 
those  appointments  in  the  militia  more  desirable. 
It  will  enable  them  to  be  better  qualified  for  the 
discharge  of  all  their  important  duties,  conse- 
quently will  command  respect,  and  give  them  an 
elevation  of  character  heretofore  unuown  among 
the  people  of  our  country. 

How,  he  asked,  can  it  be  said,  that  the  adoption 
of  this  system  will  impoverish  the  treasury  ?  Seven 
millions  were  now  appropriated  for  national  de- 
fence, when  the  application  of  the  sum  of  less  than 
half  a  million,  in  the  manner  provided  by  this  sys- 


tem, would  produce  more  effect,  ia  the  time  of 
war,  than  oouUe  the  amount  expended  on  tbe 
Army,  fortifications  and  Military  Academji.  Nor 
are  the  officers  of  thQ  militia,  when  encamped 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  to  bedrilid 
by  any  self-created  Steuben,  as  stated  by  the  gen- 
tieman  from  North  Carolina.  This  bill  cooains 
no  such  provisions.  They  are  to  be  drilled  and 
instructed  in  camp  duty,  militarjr  diseipline,  and 
field  exercise,  by  the  brigade  major,  or  such  per- 
sons as  may  be  appointed  by  the  Lcj^atorei  of 
the  respective  States,  who,  we  may  famy  presome, 
at  least,  will  select  the  .most  enlightened  men  ia 
military  science  for  that  purpcoe.  If  the  geDtl^ 
man  will  examine  more  attentively  the  provisiooA 
of  the  bill,  he  will  find  his  fears  on  that  point  en- 
tirely {groundless.  He  has,  however,  nid,  thai 
discipline  would  be  productive  of  no  good  amoag 
the  militia.  Such,  also,  was  the  amoont  so  far 
as  he  could  understand  it,  of  the  doctrine  of  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont,  (Mr.  Kbybs.)  Mr.  C. 
said,  he  would  not  enter  into  any  araumeat  vhat- 
ever,  in  answer  to  such  opinions ;  for  the  operi* 
ence  of  the  whole  world  would  prove  the  coatnii; 
and  he  believed  it  was  as  important  to  teach  mil- 
itary science  to  the  officers  ot  the  militia,  as  itwv 
to  teach  it  to  the  re^lar  Army  or  the  Miiiurf 
Academy ;  and,  for  his  part,  he  would  be  williog 
to  expend  a  million  annually  to  aecomplisb  so 
great  an  object,  in  preference  to  making  such  large 
expenditures  in  the  manner  we  have  heretofore 
done.  He  said  it  was  true,  that  all  the  efforts  that 
had  heretofore  been  made  to  improve  the  militii 
had  been  unavailing ;  that  the  object  has  nera 
yet  been  accomplished,  and,  he  thought,  the  reason 
must  be  obvious  to  every  one.  Not  one  dollar  bad 
been  applied  to  that  purpose.  We  all  know  tliit 
this  substantial  means  or  our  national  defence  liv 
been  heretofore  neglected  by  Congreas.  Had  tkeir 
attention  been  drawn  to  it  with  the  same  isff« 
of  interest  that  has  been  manifested  for  theRgoiir 
Army,  Military  Academy,  and  fortificatioDs,gr€&t 
improvement  might  iMve  been  made,  tad  vitti 
much  less  expenditure  of  the  public  naoney  thai 
that  made  on  those  objects ;  while,  at  the  same 
time,  the  power  and  capacity  of  the  nation,  k 
defence,  would  have  been  greatly  increased,  and 
the  objects  held  in  view  by  the  enlightened  ud 
patriotic  framers  of  our  Constitution,  would  btfi 
been  carried  into  effect.  But,  sir,  what  are  tiie 
arguments  we  have  heard  against  thb  bill  1  T^ 
amount  simply  to  this :  Open  your  treasait  ^ 
your  Army,  to  your  Navy,  to  your  fortificaiioos, 
and  to  your  Military  Academy,  but  don't  ezpeod 
one  dollar  to  improve  the  militia.  This  has  beei 
our  course  of  legislation.  And,  sir,  is  this  to  be- 
come the  settled  policy  of  this  country?  ^  ^^^ 
public  attention  to  be  entirely  drawn  to  these  ob- 
jects on  which  we  are  exhausting  our  treasoie^t^ 
the  surest  and  safest  means  for  the  defence  of  i 
free  people  ? 

Sir,  while  such  doctrines  are  held  by  meo  » 
power,  and  continually  aided  by  such  ^^^' 
penditures  of  the  public  money,  who  can  t^^*^ 
is  to  be  the  ultimate  consequences  ?  He  bop 
the  people  were  not  yet  prepared  for  the  adopt^oi^ 
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of  the  priBcmles  that  such  «  coarse  was  calcula- 
ted to  establisb.    Time,  howcTer,  aided  by  the 
powerfoi  ioflocDces  be  had  alluded  to,  be  feared, 
might  make  a  change  in  the  political  character  of 
oor  cooDtry ;  for  such,  we  know,  has  been  the  ef- 
fect of  a  similar  course  in  other  countries ;  and  to 
guard  against  this  silent,  gradual,  though  certain 
course  of  influence  on  the  principles  of  our  Qo?- 
ernmeot,  was  one  of  the  great  objects  contemplated 
by  the  measure  he  had  proposed.    It  was  not  in 
the  smallest  degree  calculated  to  interrbpt  the 
pacefol  pursuits  of  the  citizens,  as  bad  been  urged 
Of  the  gentleman  frdm  North  Carolina.    There 
was  no  provision  contained  in  this  bill  of  any  such 
character.    The  gentleman's  fears  on  that  point 
are  abogroandless.    It  has  been  urged,  as  an  ar- 
gument against  this  bill,  that  the  States  hare 
adopted  measores  to  iroproTe  their  militia.    This 
he  considered  rather  an  argument  in  faror  of  the 
measore,  thooffh  he  belieyed  no  State  in  the  Union 
had  gone  so  far  as  to  pay  the  officers  any  thin|^ 
for  the  time  they  devoted  to  the  acquisition  of  this 
seieoce;  and  without  some  compensation,  not 
much  improrement  could  be  expected.    The  naost 
of  the  officers  were  not  able  to  aflbrd  such  sacri- 
fice, ID  justice  to  themsdres  and  their  families ; 
and,  althongh  this  is  a  new  system,  he  could  not 
we  any  good  reason  why  gentlemen  should  seem 
to  be  «)  much  alarmed  at  its  iatrodoction.    For 
his  part,  he  said,  he  bdieyed  if  it  should  be  passed 
iato  a  law,  the  efiect  would  be  to  prevent,  forever, 
either  in  peace  or  in  war,  the  necessity  of  a  large 
regular  army,  the  evils  of  which  have  been  felt 
in  a  more  or  less  degree  by  every  Qovernment  in 
he  world. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  he,  the  gentleman  from 
ionh  Carolina  tdls  us  there  is  no  danger  of  such 
ffeetis  from  a  regular  army  in  this  country.  Sir, 
am  as  little  under  the  impulse  of  present  fear, 
roffl  that  source,  as  he  is.  Its  influence  is  silent 
ad  gradual;  and  this  doctrine  of  no  danger,  is 
he  doctrine  that  has  been  preached  to  the  people 
»f  other  countries  to  lull  them  to  sleep,  while  tnis 
gradually  increasing  |)ower  was  rapidly  gaininjg 
he  ascendency;  and,  in  the  end,  destroys  their 
ibertv.  It  becomes  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
hereforr,  to  look  out  in  time,  and  guard  against 
^e  slightest  advances  towards  such  principles. 
«et  ot  adof^  a  system  that  will  give  expansion  to 
military  science  over  our  whole  country.  It  is 
luch  more  in  accordance  with  the  principles  of 
ir  Government,  than  that  of  confining  it  to  a 
^w,  as  contended  for  by  the  opponents  of  this 
leasore.  The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
ftl<o  opposed  to  armiujg  the  militia.  He  thinks 
tey  cannot  be  trusted  with  the  weapons  necessary 
r  the  defence  of  their  liberty;  that  they  would 
ake  pokers  of 'the  ramrods,  and  barter  away  their 
askets  for  a  drink  of  grog.  Sir,  I  will  not  ad- 
it that  the  people  of  this  country  are  so  lost  to  a 
Dse  of  the  duty  they  owe  to  themselves  and  their 
ucktry ;  they  are  not  yet  brought  to  that  point  of 
gradation ;  nor  is  any  freeman  in  this  coflotry 
depraved  as  to  throw  awav  his  weapons  of  lilh- 
y,  or  barter  them  away,  wnen  furnished  him  by 
GroverDtaoit,  in  a  grog  shop,    [Mr.  Saunobrs 


explained.]  Mr.  Cannon  said  he  was  glad  the  gen- 
tleman had  not  meant  to  apply  his  remarks,  on 
this  point,  to  his  own  State,  nowever  he  may  have 
intended  them  for  the  people  of  other  States,  as 
little  deserving  such  reflections  as  that  of  his  own ; 
but  he  said  he  had  confidence  in  the  virtue,  intel- 
ligence, and  patriotism  of  the  people  of  oar  coun- 
try, ana  was  much  mole  willing  to  trust  them  with 
the  arms  necessary  for  its  defence,  than  he  was  to 
trust  them  in  the  hands  of  the  regular  Army.  In- 
deed, he  felt  no  fears  on  the  score  of  arming  our 
citizens,  and  believed  the  arms  would  be  per&ctly 
safe  in  their  hands,  though  it  was  no  part  of  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  mider  discussion. 

When  an  appropriation  is  asked  for  to  make  a 
road,  or  to  repair  a  road,  what  have  we  heard  ? 
Why.  sir,  said  he,  we  are  told  it  is  a  great  na- 
tional object  ;  that  its  tendency  is  to  bind  together 
the  different  States.  This  is  the  language  and 
the  doctrine  I  have  often  heard  in  this  House, 
when  the  subject  of  making  a  road,  in  any  section 
of  the  Union,  was  under  discussion.  But,  sir.  if 
you  will  appropriate  your  money  among  the  differ- 
ent States  for  the  purpose  of  diffusing  military 
science  for  national  defence  throughout  the  whole 
Union,  on  the  ^reat  principles  of  equality  con- 
tained in  this  fin,  you  will  form  a  stronger  ce- 
ment to  the  Union,  and  do  more  to  bind  the  States 
together  than  you  have  done,  or  can  do,  by  all 

rmr  ex|)enditures  of  money  in  making  roads,  and 
think  it  is  the  safest,  as  well  as  the  cheapest 
mode  of  providing  for  tne  national  defence. 

Sir,  after  all  the  expenditures  that  have  been 
BMide,  or  can  be  made,  on  a  regular  army,  navy, 
fortifications,  and  Military  Academy,  they  are  not 
to  be  relied  on  as  the  main  stay  to  the  Union — 
they  are  the  broken  staff  of  this  country,  that  will 
fail  us  whenever  it  shall  be  made  the  chief  reli- 
ance in  the  hour  of  danger.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  was 
anxious  to  see  the  adoption  of  this  measure,  be- 
cause it  was  calculated  to  put  down  forever  the 
growth  of  a  regular  army,  which  had  been  the 
poisonous  bane  of  every  republican  Qovernment 
on  earth.  He  thought  we  owed  something  as  a 
dutj  to  the  youn^  independent  nations  that  are 
springing  into  existence  around  us,  and  endeavor- 
ing, in  tM  formation  of  their  systems,  to  imitate 
our  example ;  we  also  owed  it,  in  a  still  greater 
degree,  to  ourselves.  If  we  go  on  in  the  habitual 
course  of  exhausting  the  whole  of  our  money  on 
an  army  and  military  academy,  and  entirely  neg- 
lect the  improvement  of  a  militia,  the  tendency 
must  be  to  nx  and  confirm,  ultimately,  a  reliance 
on  such  means  of  defence.  Sir,  said  he,  this  coun- 
try cannot  be  defended  by  a  regular  army ;  even 
if  you  could  maintain  one  to  the  extent  of  one 
hundred  thousand.  Our  territory  is  too  extensive ; 
they  must  be  scattered  around  its  borders  in  small 
numbers,  and  could  not  be  brought  to  an  invaded 
point  with  sufficiei^t  facility  and  despatch,  and  in 
sufficient  force  to  repel  any  formidable  invasion. 
I  have  said,  on  former  occasions,  that  the  strength 
of  this  country  is  not  to  be  seen  in  our  army,  navy, 
and  fortifications.  No,  sir;  it  consists  in  the 
strength  of  the  attachment  of  the  people  to  the 
Government,  in  a  far  greater  degree;  and  how 
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much  more  imposiDg  would  be  the  aspect  of  our 
country,  to  ev^ery  foreign  Poiv«r,  wheo,  instead 
of  a  s]^stem  of  defence,  by  regular  armies  and  for- 
tifications, we  shall  present  to  them  our  great  bul- 
wark of  liberty,  our  Constitutional  defence,  a  mil- 
lion of  freemen,  armed,  and  officers  commanding 
them,  skilled  in  the  discipline  of  the  camp  and 
the  field,  ready  and  willing  to  defend  against  for- 
eign invasion,  or  insurrection,  any  and  every  part 
of  our  Union  ?  In  this  system  taere  is  great  na* 
tional  power  and  safety.  It  is  the  true  foundation 
on  which  we  may  rest  in  the  most  perfect  secu* 
rity,  and  is  calculated  to  preserve  and  maintain, 
forever,  the  principles  of  Meedom  and  republican 
liberty ;  while,  if  we  neglect  it,  the  effect  must  be, 
to  pursue  a  contrary  course  of  policy,  not  designed 
by  the  authors  of  our  Government,  which  may, 
in  the  end,  terminate  in  the  same  evils  and  mis- 
chiefs that  have,  from  similar  causes,  be&Uen  the 
people  of  other  countries. 

Mr.  Keybs  rose,  and  said.  Mr.  Chairman,  it 
will  be  expected  undoubtedly  for  me  to  make  some 
apology  for  the  time  I  shall  take  up,  in  answering 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  True,  as  he  says, 
I  was  bred  under  the  greatest  Captain  in  the  world, 
and  true  it  is  I  was  one  of  his  soldiers.  Sir,  the 
militia  of  the  United  States  are  not  so  ignorant  of 
military  discipline  as  he  seems  to  think ;  for  I  wdl 
know  that  the  militia  in  New  England  under- 
stand forming  and  displaying  column  as  well  as 
any  troops  whatever ;  out  I  do  not  oonsider  the 
instructing  militia  in  the  field  exercise  to  be  of 
much  use. 

General  WAtBiNQTOM,  during  the  RevolutioB, 
received  great  support  from  the  militia;  aad  he 
recommended  that  the  States  should  discipline 
their  militia,  and  it  is  already  done;  asd  so  I  said, 
Mr.  Chairman,  when  I  had  the  honor  to  speak  on 
the  subject  yesterday ;  and  I  feel  very  gntaful  to 
the  Committee  for  the  attention  paid  to  me*  I 
hope  they  will  indulge  me  now,  and  I  will  not 
detain  them  long. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  IC.,  the  militia  have  always  eon« 
sidered  training  and  reviewing  twice  a  year  as  a 
common  tax  upon  life,  and  have  never  complained. 
The  militia,  with  a  few  firdoeks,  (merely  fowl* 
ing-pieces^  and  tliose  very  rusty,)  have  beaten  the 
regular  soldiers  of  England  with  all  their  discip' 
line ;  and  why,  Mr.  Cdirman,  would  you  expend 
five  or  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  learn  them 
camp  and  field  duty  7  This  knowledge  serves 
only  to  destroy  them ;  for,  as  soon  as  they  get  so 
wise  as  to  keep  in  close  column,  they  do  nothing. 
All  they  want  is  to  learn  how  to  load,  prime,  take 
aim,  and  fire,  when  they  have  a  good  opporta* 
nity.  This  tiiey  always  know  very  well.  1  said 
yesterday  we  had  beaten  tliue  Britisn  in  two  wars, 
and  that  neither  the  British,  nor  any  other  Power 
of  Europe,  would  be  likely  to  attaox  us  again.  I 
said  nothing  about  foiitifications  nor  the  Navy; 
but  we  find  oy  the  conduct  of  the  pirates  we  have 
use  for  the  Navy,  a  part  of  which  is  now  about  to 
Bfi  against  these  r^cals.  The  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  says  that  he  is  willing  to  give  a  mi^ 
lion  of  dollars  a  year  to  disciplme  the  militia. 
What  do  you  think  of  that,  Mr.  Chairman  7  And 


how  do  you  like  it,  •ir7  I  tkink  this  woeid  k 
throwing  money  away  fast.  If  your  Trettarj  i 
full,  pay  your  debts,  ajid  not  pay  inteRstmoaey— 
I  mean  your  national  debts. 

This  bill  provides  that  the  militia  cheers,  froa 
a  brigadier  geneml  down  to  a  sergeant  mtjor, 
shall  be  called  into  camp  onoe  a  year,  and  dut 
they  there  shall  stay  four  days  at  least^-ax  if  ikejr 
please.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  ask  how  much  wooid 
they  learn  in  that  time,  and  what  good  vooid 
their  ofeetin^  do  7  It  would  take  them  siidtys 
to  get  aequamted  with  eaeh  other.  Sir,  what  does 
Congress  do  the  first  six  days  after  they  meet? 
They  only,  get  aoquaioted  with  one  aaotber,  ud 
conclude  what  is  best  to  be  done. 

If  you  have  mcmey  to  spue,  Mr.  Chainnu, 
replace  oo  the  pension  roll  your  old  RevoltttioQaij 
soldiers,  whom  you  have  dropped  off  of  said  rolU 
sach  of  them,  at  least,  as  are  now  sofiSmng  ka 
wantof  help,  it  was  these  bnve  jbcb  who  fiwtgk 
your  battles,  and  who  have  made  yov  wkt  jroa 
are.  If  it  had  not  been  for  their  hravcfjr,  foo 
would  not  have  had  a  Congress  now  sitting  is  tlus 
splendid  House.  No,  Mr.  Chairman.  Hsdtbeir 
aot  defended  our  oowitry,  we  should  now  be  i& 
slavery,  and  paying  tribute  to  Old  Bogiand;  and 
further,  when  they  chose,  they  would  tike  toy  of 
H8,  and  transport  is  to  Old  Sogland  for  trial  fv 
supposed  cffimes;  and  they  also  would  havetsx- 
gatheros  wmsmi  us,  and  tax  us  at  will  aod 
pleasure.  And  ifdiis  had  been  our  ease,  we  ibosld 
not  have  had  money  to  parchase  so  mach  Isad  of 
the  French,  the  Spaaianla,  aad  the  Indian  chieis. 

Mr.  Dwiaar,  though  approving  its  general  prio- 
ciples,  was  opposed  to  the  bill  in  detaiL 

Mr.  WiiiUAMSOM  waroily  advoeated  the  hill 

Mr.  WooDoooK spoke  agjaiaatit;  aad 

Mr.  Floyd  alao  opposed  it 

Mr.  Dwiaar,  from  uipressioDsof  respect  fortbe 
principle  of  %\m  bilL  and  believing  that  ia  mnt 
other  shape  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  tbe 
House,  moved  thai  the  Commiltee  rise  aad  repnt 
progress ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WooBOOCK  thea  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid 
on  tl^e  table ;  whieh  was  also  agreed  to. 


Monday,  January  13. 

Mr.  NfiLaoM,  of  Virginia,  presented  two  {Kti- 
tioos  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  (he  counties  of 
Washington  and  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  stating  that  serious  inconveaieoeeaod 
injustice  frequenuy  arise  to  the  inhabitants  of  tbe 
District,  by  Uue  reoaoval  of  debtors,  against  whoa 
soits  have  been  cosunenoed,  and  Umue  judgmest, 
out  of  the  District,  into  one  of  the  aeighboriog 
States ;  where  proceedioes  must,  of  neeessitf ,  be 
commenced  ds  n(jfoo\  ana  praying  that  a  law  be 
passed)  authorizing  executions  upon  all  jodgxnesu 
which  have  been,  or  may  be  rendered,  oy  tbc 
courts  of  this  District^  to  be  directed  to  the  msrsw 
of  any  Sute  or  Territory,  where  the  party  or  ^ 
property  may  be  found,  as  in  case  of  debts  due  tie 
united  States;  which  petitions  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  WaiasT  pKse&ted  a  petition  of  Jiok* 
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Smitk,  lale  vacoiae  acent,  prayiiijg^  the  aid  of  the 

Government  in  extending  the  limits  of  his  Taccioe 
iDsdtQtioa  to  the  oitiaens  of  the  United  States 
generally;  whieh  petition  was  referred  ton  select 
committee,  consistugof  Messrs.  Wright,  Floyd, 
Hall,  Whipple,  and  Bateman . 

Jlr.  Hamilton  presented  a  petition  of  Sarah 
Perry,  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  setting  forth 
tiiar  she  is  the  mother  of  the  late  Commodore  Ol- 
iver Hazard  Perry,  and  of  the  late  Lieatenant 
James  Alexander  Perry,  of  the  Navy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  both  of  whom,  after  honorably  and 
sQccessfuily  fighting  the  baules  of  their  country, 
perished  in  its  service ;  that  she  derived  her  sup- 
port solely  frooa  the  mtuitoos  assistance  of  her 
brave  and  lamented  onspring ;  that  she  is  now  old, 
borne  down  with  sorrow  and  poverty,  and  with- 
out the  meaas  of  support,  and  praying  that  she 
may  be  placed  vpoa  the  navy  pension  list.^Re- 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs. 

Mr.  HcsHANDSz  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inbabitaats  of  East  Florida,  prayine  that  the  as* 
sentof  Congnss  may  be  withheld  mm  the  acts 
of  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida,  as  far  as 
they  relate  to  taxes  or  county  courts. 

Mr.  Hbhnamoee  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  eity  of  St.  Aujgustine, 
in  Sast  Florida,  praying  that  their  claim  to  a 
tract  of  land,  to  be  used  as  a  common  by  the  in- 
bahitants  of  said  eity,  mav  be  allowed  and  ooih 
tinned. 

The  said  pelitioa  and  memorial  were  referred  to 
the  Gommittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Walwortb,  of  New  York,  rose  aod  said  it 
^ad  bceome  his  unpleasant  duty  to  inform  the 
^use,  and  nartienlarly  his  worthy  friend  from 
fe&tucky,  who  a  few  diays  since  moved  a  resoln- 
ion  on  the  subject,  (to  whom  Mr.  W.  took  this 
ippottuaity  to  tender  the  thanks  of  the  friends  of 
w  deceased,)  that  it  was  no  longer  in  their  power 
0  reader  a  tribute  of  gratitude  to  the  memory  of 
be  ^lint  Allen,  bv  providing  for  the  neeessities 
^i  bis  bereaved  mother;  Mrs.  Allen's  health,  said 
^-  W.,  had  long  been  impaired,  and  she  was 
loable  to  sustain  the  shock,  produced  by  the  sud- 
^n  and  tragical  death  of  her  brave  son,  who  was 
be  hope  of  ber  old  age,  and  on  whose  filial  piety 
be  depeaded  for  the  support  of  her  declining 
^v^  Her  heart,  said  Mr.  W.,  has  been  broken, 
7  this  cruel  and  unexpected  stroke  of  adversity, 
pd  her  sffint  has  taken  its  departure  to  meet  its 
indred  spirit  in  another  and  a  better  world.  But, 
tid  Mr.  W.,  although  we  have  thus  been  deprived 
f  the  power  of  making  provision  for  the  support 
(  the  mother,  whose  welfare  occupied  his  latest 
Noughts,  there  is  one  still  left,  who  has  a  right  to 
ur  protecting, care.  And,  said  Mr.  W.,  I  hope 
ad  trust  the  sister,  whose  desolate  sitnation  gave 
^  additional  pang  fo  the  heart  of  the  dying  hero ; 
lat  she,  who  has  thus  been  deprived,  not  only  of 
te  support  of  a  kind  aiKl  worthy  brother,  but  also 
!  the  guardian  care  of  a  pious  and  affectionate 
irent ;  that  she,  who  has  now  a  double  claim  to 
ir  protection  aod  to  our  sympathy,  may  receive 
at  bounty  which  Congress  intended  to  bestow 
K)n  the  mother,  who  is  now  removed  beyond  the 
i7ih  Con.  2d  Scaa.— 19 


reach  of  a  nation's  gratitude.  Mr.  W.  concluded 
by  moving  a  recommitment  of  the  biU,  for  the 
relief  of  the  mother  and  sister  of  Lieutenant  Allen, 
to  the  Naval  Committee,  that  it  might  rec^ve 
such  amendments  as  present  circumstances  had 
rendered  necessary. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  the  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Francis  Johnson,  from  the  Conuaittee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  b«U 
to  authorize  the  Postmiister  General  to  pay  fot 
certain  repairs  to  the  Greneral  Post  Office,  and  to 
keep  the  engine  house,  the  fire  engine,  and  appa- 
ratus, in  repair ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  conv> 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow« 

Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  provision  for  the  widow  and 
child  ot  Lieutenant  George  Pearce,  late  of  the 
United  States  Navy,  made  a  report  thereon,  which 
was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  submitted 
was  concurred  in  by  the  House  as  follows : 

Resoivtdf  That  the  Committee  on  Ni^vsl  Affairs  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lation  of  the  16th  of  December  last,  in  relstioo  to  the 
provision  for  the  widow  snd  child  of  Lieutenant  George 
Pearce,  deceased,  snd  that  the  asme  be  referred  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Pensiott  Fund. 

Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Penelope  Denny,  the 
mother  of  James  Denny,  late  a  gunner  in  the 
Navy  ;  as  also,  a  resolution  of  the  oth  instant  on 
her  behalf,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  her  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
mother  and  sister. of  Lieutenant  William  H.  Allen, 
deceased. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fuller,  the  Naval  Commit- 
tee was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  two  letters  £rom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuryi 
relative  to  moneys  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  on 
accoimt  of  the  naval  service,  for  the  year  ending 
on  the  30th  June,  1822 ;  and  of  the  expenditure  n 
the  moneys  appropriated  for  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  Navy,  for  the  year  ending  on  the 
30th  September,  1822 ;  a^  they  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table.  ^'^ 

Mr.  John  Speed  Smith,  from  the  committee  to 
which  was  recommitted  the  bill  to  abolish  im- 
prisonment for  debt,  reported  a  new  bill  of  the 
same  title ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  report 
on  the  petition  of  sundry  merchants  of  Baltimore, 
for  further  compensation  for  damages  sustained  by 
vessels  sunk  in  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  that 
city ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  alao 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Richard  Henrv 
Wilde,  representative  of  James  Wilde,  deoeaae4 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  rep* 
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reBentative  of  James  Wilde,  deceased  ;  which  bill 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  oa  the  Judiciary  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
Abraham  Snyder,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  district 
court  of  the  United  States  in  the  western  district 
of  LouL»aiui. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  separate 
Surveyor  General's  district  in  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rochester,  a  select  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  continuing  in  force,  for  a  further  term,  so 
much  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the 
currency,  within  the  United  States,  of  the  gold 
coins  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Portugal,  and 
Spain,  and  the  crowns  of  France  and  nVe  franc 
pieces,  passed  on  the  29th  day  of  April,  1816,  as 
relates  to  the  crowns  of  France  and  nve  franc 
pieces,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise  \ 
and  Mr.  Rochester,  Mr.  Tomlinson,  and  Mr. 
Alexander  Smyth,  were  appointed  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  enclosing  a 
report,  with  sundry  statements,  in  relation  to  the 
loan  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  made  to 
Scott,  Thornton,  and  White^  formerly  Commis- 
sioners of  the  City  of  Washington,  furnished  in 
obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this  House,  of  the  7th 
inst.;  which  were  referred  to  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  make  certain  inquiries  in  relation  to  the  dis- 
posal of  the  public  lots  within  the  said  city. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  accompanied  by 
an  exhibit,  showing  the  number  of  officers  of  each 
different  grade  necessary  to  command,  in  actual 
service,  the  vessels  now  on  the  stocks  and  building, 
and  communicating  further  information  in  rela- 
tion to  the  objects  of  inouiry  embraced  by  the  res- 
olution adopted  on  th^y)th  ultimo;  which  letter. 
^.,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  prompt  settlement  of  public 
accounts,"  and  for  the  punishment  of  the  crime  of 
perjury,  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
thereof,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

LAND  OFFICE  CLERKS. 

Mjp.  Stbrltno,  of  New  York,  submitted  for 
consideration  the  following  resolve: 

ReBolved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jadiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what, 
further  provision  by  law  is  necessary  to  prevent  or 
limit  the  allowance  of  clerk-hire  in  the  several  Land 
Offiees,  and  to  reduce  the  incidental  expenses  attached 
to  the  same. 


Mr.  Cocke  having  inquired  the  object  of  thn 
resolution — 

Mr.  Sterling  said,  he  owed,  perhaps^  an  expli- 
nation  to  the  House  of  the  reasons  which  Lad 
induced  him  to  offer  this  resolution ;  because,  o& 
the  face  of  it,  many  gentlemen,  acquainted  witli 
the  laws  establishing  the  compensation  of  the  laod 
officers  might  suppose  the  proposed  inquiry  to  be 
superfluous.  Mr.  S.  said  he  had  particularlf  ex- 
amined this  subject,  and  he  had  taken  some  pains 
to  satisfy  himself  that  the  inquiry  is  not  only  doi 
superfluous,  but  absolutely  necessary.  The  law 
appears  to  be  plain ;  but  there  had  been  either  a 
misconsimctibn  of  the  law,  or  a  departure  from  u. 
It  might  be  recollected,  Mr.  S.  said,  that  at  the  la»4 
session  he  had  called  upon  the  proper  denartmeDt 
for  information  as  to  the  expenses  of  the  laod  offi- 
ces. From  this  information  it  appeared  that  their 
expenses  had  transcended  what  was  correct,  ao^ 
what  he  believed  to  be  authorized  by  the  laws  of 
the  country.  The  report,  however,  was  geooai, 
and  he  thought  it  necessary  to  know  more  |a/li^ 
ularly  the  nature  of  the  expenses  which  he  deemed 
illegal.  He  therefore  called  for  the  items  of  ex- 
penditure in  several  of  the  oflices.  Upon  examin- 
ing the  report  in  answer  to  this  call,  Mr.  S.  said, 
he  had  discovered,  to  his  entire  satisfactioa,  that 
many  of  the  items  of  the  expenses  in  the  laod 
offices  were  contrary  to  law ;  that,  of  the  eoouih 
gent  expenditures,  manr  particulars  were  eotirelr 
unauthorized.  He  had  investigated  this  oatta 
with  a  view  to  discover  how  these  errors  crept  in. 
He  was  satisfied  that  they  had  arisen  in  part  from 
a  misunderstanding  or  misconstmction,  of  the  Itw. 
The  sum  of  four  hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars  had 
been  charged  in  one  of  the  offices  for  posting  the 
books  of  one  of  the  receivers.  He  found  no  lav 
to  justify  this  expenditure ;  and  he  coold  see  oo 
reason  why  a  large  compensation  should  be  gireo 
to  this  officer,  and  afterwards  his  successor  ors 
clerk  should  be  paid  for  posting  the  book&  which 
is  as  much  the  duty  of  toe  officer  himseu  is  any 
other  part  of  his  duties.  Several  items  for  derk- 
hire^— one  of  91,500  and  another  of  91,076  82jti>r 
rent  and  clerk-hire,  had  been  reported  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  amonff  the  eontingcat 
expenses  of  these  offices.  The  taw  establishing 
the  compensation  of  Registers  and  Receirets, 
Mr.  S.  said,  was  clear  and  explicit.  It  provides 
that  ^<  instead  of  the  compensation  now  allowed 
by  law  to  the  Receivers  of  Public  Moneys  /or 
lands  of  the  United  States,  they  shall  leceireBn 
annual  salary  of  five  hundred  dollars  each,  and 
a  commission  of  one  per  centum  on  the  mooeys 
received,  as  a  compensation  for  clerk-hire,  re- 
ceiving, safe-keeping,  and  transmitting,  soch 
moneys  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States; 
provided  that  the  whole  amount  which  any  Re- 
ceiver of  Public  Moneys  shall  receive,  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  shall  not  exceed,  for  anr 
one  year,  the  sum  of  three  thotisand  dollars. 
How  then  the  expenditures  to  which  he  had  re- 
ferred, could  have  been  allowed  or  reported  a> 
among  the  expenses  incident  to  these  land  offieesr 
had  struck  him  with  great  surprise  until  he  fcoad 
that  the  law  had  been  misunderstood.    To  show 
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how  it  had  been  misunderstood »  Mr.  S.  said  he 
would  read  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  John  Brahan,  one  of  the 
Receivers,  which  is  as  follows : 

"  The  constniction  which  I  shall  gire  to  the 
^  act  fixing  the  compensation  of  Receivers  and 
^  Registers  of  the  different  land  offices  will  enable 
'  tbem  to  pay  clerk-hire,  to  a  reasonable  amount, 
'in  proportion  to  the  service  rendered,  where 
'  the  commission  of  one  per  cent  shall  exceed 
<  the  maximum  of  their  compensation  fixed  by 
*law. 

"  It  is,  however,  intended  to  keep  the  expendi- 
'  lure  of  clerk-hire  under  the  control  of  the  Trea- 
^  sury,  in  order  to  prevent  extravagance." 

Such  a  construction  of  the  act  of  1818,  as  is 
cootained  in  this  extract,  Mr.  S.  conceived  to  be 
wholly  unwarranted  by  the  terms  of  that  act.  To 
prerent  extrava^nce,  the  Secretary  says  he  will 
keep  the  expenditure  for  clerk-hire  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Department.  Now,  Mr.  S.  said,  he 
conceifed  that  the  clerk-hire  is  under  the  control 
of  this  House;  that  it  is  fixed  by  law,  And  that  no 
Secretary  has  a  right  to  pay  out  any  money  from 
the  Treasury,  for  clerk-hire  or  otherwise,  without 
authority  from  Congress.  In  case  the  allowance 
of  one  per  cent..shaD  exceed  the  maximum  allow- 
ed by  law,  the  Secretary  says  he  will  allow  clerk- 
hire  to  a  reasonable  amount.  But  what  says  the 
law  on  the  subject?  Why,  that  in  lieu  of  clerk- 
hire  one  per  cent,  on  the  amount  received  shall  be 
^owed,  and  that  there  shall  not  be  received  by 
any  receiver,  as  a  compensation  for  clerk-hire  in 
one  year,  more  than  three  thousand  dollars.  The 
law,  therefore,  had  been  misunderstood  or  departed 
from,  and  in  either  case  it  was  high  time  that  the 
subject  should  be  referred  to  the  proper  committee, 
to  see  whether  or  not  the  law  needs  alteration  or 
ezplaoatioD.  In  the  case  of  the  registers  of  the 
land  offices,  the  question  was  more  doubtful.  In 
that  section  of  the  law  which  relates  to  them, 
though  otherwise  following  the  preceding  section 
respecting  the  receivers,  the  words  "  for  compen- 
sation for  clerk-hire"  are  not  contained.  He  be- 
lieved, nevertheless,  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  makers  of  the  law  to  give  precisely  the  same 
compensation  to  both  these  officers. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  was  disposed  to  put  a  stop,  as  far 
as  possible,  to  all  these  incidental  expenditures. 
He  believed  that  the  incidental  and  contingent 
expenditures  were  the  corse  of  this  Government, 
not  oaly  in  the  land  offices,  but  in  every  other  de- 
partment where  they  were  permitted.  His  object 
in  moTing  the  present  resolution  was,  that  the 
proper  construction  may  be  put  upon  the  law,  and 
the  proper  practice  introduced. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  the  resolve  was  so 
modified  as  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  Committee 
«i  the  Public  Lands,  instead  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr.  Cook  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  to  the  end  of  it  the  words,  "and  what 
laeasures  are  necessary  better  to  equalize  the  com- 
KnsatioQ  of  the  registers  and  receivers  of  the  pub- 
ic land  offices."— Agreed  to. 


Mr.  Sloane  did  not  rise  to  oppose  the  motion, 
but  to  suggest  that,  by  turning  their  attention  to 
the  documents  of  the  last  session,  alluded  to  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  it  would  be  seen 
that  the  items  of  accounts  to  which  he  had  re- 
ferred were  not  items  settled  at  the  Treasury,  but 
presented  for  settlement.  Mr.  S.  said  he  was  au- 
thorized to  state  that  no  clerk-hire  had  been  al- 
lowed to  the  receivers  or  registers,  except  in  one 
ease  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars.  In 
that  case,  the  officer  had  been  removed  for  im- 
proper conduct  in  office.  His  books  were  in  ar- 
rear,  and,  it  being  necessary  that  they  should  be 
brought  up,  persons  were  emplojred  for  that  pur- 
pose, who  were  paid  for  the  service,  and  the  secu- 
rities of  the  removed  officer  bad  been  sued  for  the 
expense  thus  necessarily  incurred.  It  was  impos- 
sible for  the  Treasury  Department  to  prevent 
claims  being  preferred,  and  it  was  equally  imprac- 
ticable to  avoid  some  contingent  expense,  such  as 
that  of  the  criers  at  the  sales,  stationery,  Uank 
forms,  d^c,  which  must  either  be  paid  for  on  the 
spot,  or  furnished  from  the  Seat  ot  Grovernment  to 
the  several  officers. 

Mr.  EnwAirt>8,  of  North  Carolina,  said  it  seemed, 
from  the  statements  which  had  been  made  to  the 
House,  there  was  some  difierence  of  opinion  be- 
tween the  gentlemen  from  New  York  and  Ohio 
as  to  the  fact  of  the  allowance  of  clerk  hire,  d^c. 
If  the  jzentleman  from  New  York  was  correct, 
these  aflowances  had  been  improperly  made;  if 
the  ffentleman  from  Ohio  was  correct,  then  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  was  wrong.  He  sug- 
gested to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  whe- 
ther he  ought  not  to  call  on  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  lor  a  full  statement  of  the  facts  on  the 
subject,  oefore  referring  it  to  a  committee. 

Mr.  Sterling  said,  he  did  call  upon  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  at  the  last  session,  for  pre- 
cisely such  a  statement,  and  the  report  was  re- 
ceived, to  which  he  had  referred  for  the  facts  which 
he  had  stated.  If  they  were  cbarees  simply,  how 
could  the  items  in  question  have  been  reported  as 
incidental  expenditures  ?  But,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  had 
a  satisfactory  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  the 
State  of  Ohio,  in  addition  to  the  evidence  derived 
from  the  terms  of  the  report,  which  was  an  ex- 
tract of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  one  of  these  very  receivers,  showing  that 
he  considered  himself  authorized  to  allow  such 
charges.  These  charges  beins;  reported  among 
the  contingent  expenditures  of  the  land  offices,  the 
presumption  was  that  they  were  paid.  That  a 
wrong  construction  of  the  law  had  taken  place, 
Mr.  8.  said,  was  evident,  because  here  was  the 
letter  of  the  Secretary,  expressly  stating  the  fact 
of  the  construction  which  he  had  put  upon  it. 
And  when  we  have  from  that  very  officer  the  fact, 
that  among  the  contingent  expenditures,  at  one  of 
the  offices,  was  the  sum  of  $1,500  for  clerk  hire, 
for  three-quarters  of  the  year,  how  could  the  fact 
be  doubted  that  the  charge  had  been  allowed  at 
the  Treasury  Department  ? 

The  resolve  was  then  agreed  to,  without  oppo- 
sition. 
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The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  making  pro- 
vision for  the  occupation  of  the  mouth  of  Colum- 
bia river;  when  Mr.  Golden  proposed  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  words  ^^and  required," 
in  the  first  section,  and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof, 
the  words  "when,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President, 
it  may  be  consistent  with  tne  public  interest."  In 
support  of  this  amendment,  and  on  the  g^eneral 
merits  of  the  bill,  Mr.  C.  delivered  his  sentiments 
at  considerable  length.    They  are  as  follows : 

Mr.  C.  said,  the  course  which  has  been  pursued 
in  relation  to  the  bill  now  under  consideration, 
has  accidentally  manifested  the  disposition  of  the 
House  towards  it,  and  siiown  its  mends  that,  in 
its  present  form  at  least,  they  will  be  in  a  small 
minority.  There  is  the  more  reason  why  those 
who  intend  to  give  it  their  support  should  offer 
their  reasons  for  voting  in  its  favor.  I  shall  ask 
the  indulgence  of  the  House  for  a  short  time, 
while  I  submit  the  views  I  take  of  the  subject. 

I  shall,  sir,  before  I  resume  my  seat,  offer  an 
amendment,  the  effect  of  which  will.be  to  refer 
the  execution  of  the  provisions  oi  Ihe  bill  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Executive.  I  will  not  attempt, 
sir,  to  show  the  importance  of  the  contmplated 
establishment  to  our  commerce  in  the  racific 
ocean.  I  could  add  nothing  to  what  has  been 
said  on  this  part  of  the  subject  by  the  honorable 
mover  of  the  bill,  and  by  the  honorable  member 
from  Massachusetts.  But  to  show  the  great  value 
of  the  oil  and  ocean  fur  trade  of  the  South  and 
North  Pacific,  let  me  communicate  to  the  Com- 
mittee the  history  of  some  adventures  which  acci- 
dentally came  to  my  personal  knowledge.  They 
are  transactions  of  some  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago ; 
I  cannot  be  accurate  as  to  dates  or  sums,  but  I 
shall  take  great  care  not  to  exaggerate  either. 

A  citizen  of  New  York,  who  was,  by  profes- 
sion, a  mariner — (I  may  name  him.  for  I  shall  say 
nothing  that  is  not  honorable  to  nim  and  to  his 
country) — a  Captain  Fanning,  associated  with 
some  twelve  or  twenty  other  persons,  determined 
to  engage  in  an  expedition  to  searcb  for  islands 
in  the  South  Seas,  where  they  had  heard  seals 
abounded.  They  purchased  a  ship,  called  the 
Catharine,  the  cost  of  which  could  not  have  been 
above  915,000.  The  parties  were  to  be  sharers  in 
proportion  to  their  respective  contributions.  The 
Tesources  of  some  were  so  limited  that  they  could 
not  advance  money  for  the  necessary  supplies. 
One  furnished  cordage,  another  sail-cloth,  another 
iron,  another  provisions,  most  of  which  were  ob- 
tained on  credit.  Part  of  the  outfit,  I  well  recol- 
lect, was  some  casks  of  wine,  furnished  by  one  of 
the  parties  because  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  ob- 
tain a  credit  for  that  article,  when  he  could  not 
for  those  more  suited  to  the  expedition.  Another 
part  of  the  equipment  was  a  forge.  Many  of  the 
nands  were  artisans.  The  vessel  left  the  port  of 
New  York  in  the  Summer.  She  was  then  inad- 
equately rigged,  but  while  in  her  progress  her  sails 
and  riggins  were  completed;  and,  by  means  of 
the  forge,  the  tools  and  instruments  by  which  they 
were  to  execute  their  plan  when  they  arrived  at 


their  destination,  were  manufactured  on  board  tb 
vessel.  The  whole  outfit,  independent  of  the  res' 
sel.  I  verily  believe,  did  not  cost  five  thousand 
dollars. 

After  traversing  the  ocean  for  a  length  of  time, 
in  high  and  unfrequented  latitudes,  and  after  en* 
countering  great  hardships,  they  found  the  banen 
and  desert  island  of  which  they  were  in  search. 
They  soon  obtained  a  cargo  of  seal  skios,  with 
which  they  proceeded  to  Canton,  leaving  a  part 
of  their  crew  on  the  island,  with  no  other  supplies 
than  some  few  barrels  of  provisions^  and  some  two 
or  three  casks  of  the  wine  I  have  before  meattoncd. 
As  to  the  rest,  the  reliance  for  subsistence  was  oo 
the  seal's  flesh.  In  China,  the  skins  were  sold  to 
great  profit,  and  the  Catharine  returned  to  New 
York  with  a  cargo  of  not  less,  I  am  certain^  tbao 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  and  I  heliere  I 
should  be  within  bounds  if  I  were  to  say  a  gnat 
deal  more.  Another  vessel  was  despatched  for  the 
partjr  left  on  the  island,  who,  it  was  found,  had 
provided  a  second  ample  cargo,  which  again  was 
carried  to  China;  and  with  the  proceeds  aoother 
East  India  cargo,  of  great  value,  was  procoied 
and  brought  to  new  York.  This  trade  continwd 
and  augmented,  till  it  employed  many  vesseb,  and 
its  profits  were  so  large,  that  they  formed  the  cap- 
itals of  several  mercantile  houses,  which  were 
considered  among  the  opulent  of  tne  city.  It  is 
true,  they  have  tul,  I  believe,  shared  the  fate  of 
many  who  have  been  ruined  by  the  vicissitudes  of 
past  times. 

It  is  curious  to  trace  what  was  the  usual  course 
of  this  commerce.  The  teas  and  other  Indiao 
goods  were  generally  sent  to  Amsterdam,  Ham- 
burg, Bremen,  and  other  places  in  the  north  of 
Europe,  where  they  were  sold  at  enormous  profit'. 
The  proceeds  were  remitted  to  England,  for  which 
the  adventurers  sold  bills  in  New  York,  which 
were  purchased  by^  British  agents,  who  adraaced 
for  them  the  precious  metals,  in  money  brougbtto 
our  continent  from  South  America,  as  the  price 
of  English  manufactures  sent  to  that  coantiy. 
Sir,  I  have  related  the  circumstances  of  these  ad- 
ventures, not  only  for  the  purpose  of  exhibitinr 
the  value  and  imix>rtance  of  the  trade  in  the  South 
Sea5,  but  I  have  been  anxious  to  avail  inyself  of 
the  opportunity  of  showing,  by  this  relation,  how 
fallacious  are  the  calculations  of  those  who  esti- 
mate the  prosperity  of  our  countryr  by  the  custoo* 
house  account  of  our  exports  and  imj)orts.  In  the 
instances  I  have  mentioned,  it  is  probable  theT»- 
sels  carried  little  or  nothing  which  was  entered  to 
the  credit  of  our  exports ;  whereas,  their  retora 
cargoes  swelled  the  amount  of  our  imports,  rnanf 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars.  Finally,  the 
value  of  these  cargoes  in  a  foreign  market,  wert 
realized  in  our  own  country,  and  a  sum  equal  to 
their  worth  actually  added  to  our  stock  of  specie- 
Every  day,  the  consequences  of  the  China  trade 
are  deprecated.  It  is  accused  of  robbing  us  of  our 
coin  ;  but  it  is  easy  to  see,  that,  for  every  dollar 
taken  from  us,  to  be  laid  out  in  India^  manv  ntff 
be  returned.  The  eoods  purchased  m  Asia,  «^ 
sold  in  Europe,  with  the  additional  value  they 
will  acquire  from  our  enterprise,  industry,  ib«' 
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eantik  knowledge^  akiU  ianaral  architectore.  and 
navigfttioo.  Ttoe  are  pact  of  the  riches  or  our 
country,  and  it  is  with  these  that  we  paf ,  in  part, 
at  lens^  for  the  merchandise  we  import.  It  seems 
to  me  nttedf  fitUaeions,  to  say  that  we  can  eive 
notiuBg  for  the  goods  which  come  to  us  trom 
abroad  but  the  ]xoduce  we  export.  If  this  were 
so^inismoeh  as  oar  imports  haTe  ever  been  so 
maeh  greater  than  our  exports,  we  must,  indeed, 
loQg  since,  have  hem  fabnkruDts ;  and  yet,  is  it 
oot  certain  that,  in  spite  of  ail  predictions,. and 
notwithstanding  some  local  and  temporary  em- 
bsrrassiBcntB,  the  nation  has  been  unilonnly  and 
noidlr  increasing  in  wealth  and  prosperity  ? 

I  acknowledge,  air,  that  I  have  suffered  myself 
to  digtev  from  the  direct  object  of  my  arguments, 
which  is  to  show  the  ralue  of  that  trade  which 
has  relation  to  the  eontempiated  establishment  on 
the  Cokunbia.  I  shall  say  no  more  to  this  ppint — 
bat  ask  the  Committee  to  turn  their  attention  to 
the  inaportance  of  the  trade  whkh  is,  even  now, 
canied  on  with  the  post  itself.  I  find,  sir,  in  the 
Treasury  documents  submitted  to  us  last  year, 

iwe  hare  as  yet  had  no  similar  report  from  that 
)epartB]ent  this  session,)  a  statement  of  the  trade 
to  the  Northwest  coast.    I  presume  this  must 
mean  to  the  country  near  the  Columbia ;  because, 
sir,  I  believe,  that,  from  Port  San  Francisco,  which 
is  in  38®,  to  the  Russian  possessions,  to  the  north, 
which  are  forbidden  ground,  there  is  no  other  post 
that  is  frequented  by  our  vessels.    Indeed,  sir,  we 
do  not  know  that  there  is  any  post  capable  of  re- 
ceiTiog  them.     For  all  this  space  of  the  western 
shores  of  our  territory  is  perfectly  unknown  to  us, 
and  is  as  much  terra  incoffnUa  as  the  wilds  of 
Africa.     Supposing,  then,  that  the  Northwest 
coast,  in  the  Treasury  Report,  means  the  country 
circumjacent  to  the  Columbia  river,  it  appears 
that,  in  the  year  1831,  seventeen  vessels  sailed 
from  the  United  States,  for  that  post.    These  were 
of  more  than  four  thousand  tons,  were  navigated 
by  aboat  three  hundred  faandsj  carrying  foreign 
and  domestic  produce  to  the  value  ol  nearly  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars.    Let  us  ask,  sir,  for 
whom  is  this  great  amount  of  merchandise  in- 
tended 1    It  cannot  all  be  for  the  savages. who 
inhabit  that  coast ;  a  great  part  must  be  for  the 
vBp^j  of  the  British  merchants  who  estaUished 
themselves  there  when  the  post  was  taken  from 
us,  during  the  last  wai^-4i  branch  of  the  great  Uni- 
ted English  Fur  Company,  which  is  now  carrying 
on  a  valuable  land  fur  trade.    To  show  of  what 
importance  the  post  and  harbor  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Colombta  must  be  to  this  trade,  we  have  only 
to  look  at  the  vast  water  communications  that  are 
afforded  by  the  Columbia  and  Clarke's  rivers,  to 
the  north,  the  Smke  river  to  the  south,  and  to 
the  manner  in  which  that  whole  northern  region 
is  intersected  by  lakes  and  rivers.    From  the  Take 
Winnipeg,  which  is  in  the  heart  of  the  Hudson 
Bay  Territory,  to  the  Missouri,  there  is  a  navi- 
gable water  communication,  with  the  expense, 
oniy,  of  a  portage  of  about  one  mile. 

Bat  it  is  not  alone  with  reference  to  any  exist- 
ing trade  that  we  must  consider  the  importance  of 
the  position  to  which  the  bill  relates.    We  must 


take  into  consideration  a  trade  which,  at  no  dis- 
tant day,  most  grow  out  of  the  ^eat  improve- 
ments we  have  made,  and  are  daily  makmg,  in 
the  means  of  communication  and  transportation. 
Sir,  I  do  verily  believe,  that,  in  twenty  years,  and 
if  not  in  twenty,  in  fifly  years^  a  i>erson  setting 
out  from  London  to  go  to  India,  will  find  New 
York,  Albany,  and  Sandusky,  post  towns  on  his 
route.  By  pursuing,  continually,  nearly  a  west 
course,  he  will  cross  the  Atlantic,  reach  Albany, 
follow  the  New  York  canal,  embark  on  Lake 
Brie,  pass  through  the  Ohio  canal,  a:nd  pursue  the 
Ohio,  Mississippi,  and  Missouri,  to  the  foot  of  the 
Rocky  mountains,  over  which  he  will  traverse  a 
turnpike  of  only  seventy-five  miles,  which  will 
bring  him  to  the  waters  of  the  Columbia ;  upon 
these  he  will  reach  the  Pacific,  and  from  thence 
he  will  cross  a  ferry  to  the  Asiatic  continent — a 
ferry  of  some  two  or  three  thousand  miles,  I  ad- 
mit, but  one  which,  in  reference  to  steamboat 
navigation,  for  whicn  those  seas  are  particularly 
adapted,  would  be  no  more  than  so  many  hun- 
dreo  miles  would  have  been  some  few  years  since. 
By  pursuing  this  course,  the  traveller  will  have 
but  120  degrees  of  longitude  to  traverse.  Whereas, 
if  he  proceeded  east  from  London,  he  could  not 
reach  the  eastern  coast  of  Asia  without  traversing 
240  degrees  of  lonffitude ;  and,  if  he  pursued  the 
usual  route,  by  doiioling  either  of  the  capes,  to  the 
difference  of  longitude  must*  be  added  the  degrees 
of  latitude  he  must  necessarily  twice  pass  over. 
Is  it  not  reasonable  then  to  suppose  that,  at  some 
period,  not  very  remote,  the  eastern  trade  may  be 
pursued  in  the  course  I  have  designated  ?  And 
will  not  the  measure,  which  is  contemplated  by 
the  bill,  accelerate  the  arrival  of  that  period? 
Sir,  I  am  aware  that,  by  many,  these  will  be  con- 
sidered as  extravagant  and  visionary  ideas.  But, 
let  me  ask,  are  they  more  extravagant  than  it 
would  have  been,  only  ten  years  ago,  to  have  pre- 
dicted that  the  waters  of  theffreat  lakes  would  be 
emptied  into  the  Atlantic  at  New  York ;  that  the 
course  of  the  Hudson  would  be  turned,  and  part 
of  her  waters  sent  to  seek  the  ocean  through  the 
Oulf  of  St.  Lawrence ;  that,  by  artificial  means, 
this  great  continent  would  be  divided  into  islands, 
the  m>rders  of  which  are  more  extensive  than  all 
the  shores  of  Europe,  and  these  islands  infinitely 
better  adapted  to  navigation  and  commerce  than 
if  they  were  surrounded  by  oceans  ? 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  distance  between 
the  Seat  of  Government  and  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia  is  very  great.  But,  in  reference  to  the 
facility  of  communication  between  two  places, 
the  distance  must  not  be  estimated  by  miles,  but 
should  be  computed  by  the  time  required  to  pass 
from  the  one  place  to  the  other.  If  steamboats 
were  established  in  all  the  waters  between  this 
and  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia,  capable  of  steam- 
boat navigation,  the  journey  might  be  made,  I  do 
not  doubt,  in  less  time,  and  with  greater  ease,  than 
the  Representative  from  Missouri,  now  on  this 
floor,  could  have  come,  (unless  by  sea,)  from  his 
State  to  this  city,  only  ten  years  ago.  The  limits 
heretofore  prescribed  Dy  the  opinions  of  statesmen, 
as  the  necessary  boundary  of  united  empire  or 
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dominion,  must  be  extended  upon  a  scale  propor- 
tioned to  the  astonishing  improvements  of  the 
present  times,  in  the  means  of  communication 
and  of  transportation. 

It  seems  to  be  thoueht,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
whatever  may  be  the  advantages  in  reference  to 
our  present  condition  or  to  our  prospects,  we  ought 
not  to  occupy  this  part  of  our  territory,  for  fear  it 
should  bring  us  in  collision  with  some  European 
nation.  But  what  grounds  can  there  be  for  these 
apprehensions  ?  The  only  nations  on  earth  who 
have  ever  made  any  claims  to  these  regions  are 
Spain,  Russia,  and  England.  Spain  never  had 
any  pretensions  other  than  were  comprised  bv  her 
provmce  of  Louisiana.  This,  she  contendea,  ex- 
tended as  far  north,  I  think,  as  sixtv.  At  any  rate, 
whatever  her  claims  were,  beyond  the  latitude  of 
fortv-two,  they  were  transferred  to  us  by  the  Treaty 
of  raris.  Russia  has,  of  her  own  accord,  and  en- 
tirely to  her  own  satisfaction,  settled  a  boundary 
between  us.  And,  however  amusing  the  process 
may  be  by  which  she  has  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  we  oueht  also  to  be  entirely  satisfied  with  the 
course  she  nas  pursued,  it  is  sufficient  to  our  pres- 
ent purpose  to  remark  that  Russia  makes  no  pre- 
tensions south  of  the  fifty-first  de^ee  of  north  lati- 
tude. We  find  by  our  diplomatic  correspondence 
with  Russia,  communicated  to  us  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, that  she  does  not  pretend  to  have  even  dis- 
covered the  coast  belbw  forty-nine.  To  that  point, 
she  said,  one  of  her  captains  had  pushed  his  dis- 
coveries, but  not  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  any  title. 
The  Emperor  fixes  on  the  latitude  of  fifty-one  by 
a  curious  kind  of  compromise,  with  the  terms  of 
which  he  does  not  permit  us  to  have  any  thing  to 
say.  You  have  a  possession,  he  tells  us,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Columbia,  in  forty-six — I  have  one 
(Novo  Archangelsk)  in  fiftv-seven.  The  differ- 
ence between  us  is  five  ana  a  half,  which  will 
bring  us  to  about  fifty-one.  We  will,  therefore, 
take  that  as  the  boundary.  If  I  may  be  permitted 
to  adopt  an  expression  used  by  the  respectable  and 
venerable  member  from  Vermont,  wno  sits  near 
me,  I  would  say  that  this  is  what  he  would  call 
"coming  to  a  split."  And  though,  upon  some 
other  occasion,  we  may  insist  upon  the  unreason- 
ableness of  thb  ex  parte  mode  of  settling  matters, 
yet  it  must  satisfy  us  that  our  good  friend,  the 
ESmperor  of  Russia,  will  never  quarrel  with  us  for 
any  thinff  we  may  do  south  of  his  latitude  of  fifty- 
one.  We  have  only  to  keep  clear  by  an  hundred 
miles  of  this  boundary  upon  land,  and  to  take  care 
not  to  enter  his  "  close  sea,"  of  some  three  thou- 
sand miles  in  width,  and  we  may  hope  not  to 
offend  the  Emperor. 

We  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  measure 
contemplated  bv  the  bill  will  involve  us  in  any 
controversy  witn  Great  Britain.  She  has  never 
had  any  possession,  and  I  believe  never  pretended 
to  any  title  so  low  as  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia. 
To  territory  more  to  the  north  she  had  made 
claims ;  but,  as  to  these,  if  she  be  not  satisfied  with 
the  possession  of  half  the  Eastern  World,  and  will 
quarrel  about  the  Northwest  coast,  she  must  quar- 
rel with  the  aanctus  aanctisniMU  of  the  Holy  Alli- 
ance.   We  cannot  be  in  her  way.    It  is  remark- 


aUe  that,  thouffh  it  was  well  known  at  the  time 
of  the  T-reaty  of  Ghent  that  our  boundary,  as  givea 
by  the  treaty  of  1783,  would  not  close  at  the  north, 
yet,  not  a  word  was  said  in  the  Treaty  of  Ghent 
of  that  boundary.    The  English  far  ti«de  was 
then  conducted  tnrough  the  I^es  and  by  the  St 
Lawrence.    And.  though  the  settlement  of  Asto- 
ria had  been  made,  I  think,  in  1810  or  1811,  and 
had  been  taken  from  as  during  the  war,  the  Eng- 
lish had  not  yet  profited  by  the  enterpcise  of  our 
citizens,  and  learnt  the  importance  or  eommnni- 
cation  to  the  Pacific  by  the  waters  of  the  West 
Their  trade  had  not  yet  taken  that  coarse.   But 
when  the  convention  of  1818  was  ibrmed,  they 
had  in  a  measure  forsaken  the  trade  by  tlie  St 
Lawrence,  and  the  an  i ted  Northwest  and  Hud- 
son's Bay  Companies  had  established  their  West- 
ern route  to  their  market  in  the  East.    They  woe. 
therefore,  desirous  of  settling  a  boundary,  which 
would  secure  to  them  a  port  in  the  Pacific,  and 
would  have  continued,  it  may  be  presaoied,  the 
latitude  49  as  the  boundary  between  us  Ixyoad 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  if  we  woald  have  con- 
sented.   This  would  have  left  to  them,  nndis- 
puted  by  us,  the  port  of  Nootka  Sound,  Ihetr  old 
bone  of  contention  with  Spain.    But  we  ^rere  not 
willing  to  give  this  limit  to  the  parehase  we  had 
made  of  Louisiana,  and  therefore,  it  may  have 
been,  an  article  was  introduced  in  the  conrention 
of  1818,  by  which  it  was  stipulated,  that  athet 
narty  might  possess  himself  of  stations  on  the 
Northwest  coast,  without  its  being  cause  of  quai^ 
rel  or  evidence  of  title.    But  I  will  not  believe 
that  this  provision  was  intended  bv  our  negotia- 
tors to  imply  any  doubt  of  our  title  Delow  the  49tk 
degree.    An  evidence  that  Great  Britaia  hersdf 
so  understood  it  is,  that,  in  1818,  she  restored  to 
us  possession  of  oor  settlement  at  the  moath  of  the 
Columbia  without  the  least  intimation,  in  all  her 
negotiations  on  the  subject,  of  any  question  as  to 
our  title. 

It  is  not  then  any  adverse  claim  of  title  in  any  na- 
tion on  earth  that  we  are  to  fear  mav  produce  coUi- 
sion.  But  the  ambition  or  cupidity  onoreign  natioBs 
may  lead  them  to  desire  a  possession  anering  so 
many  advantages  as  does  uiat  of  the  moath  of 
the  Columbia. 

Accordinjg  to  official  representations  on  our  files, 
the  harbor  is  safe  and  capacious — aceenible  to  the 
largest  merchant  vessels— >pecaliarly  defoiaUe. 
The  climate  is  so  mild  that  frost  is  rare.  The 
soil  is  fruitful,  and  produces  luxuriantly.  If  sock 
a  country  should  be  left  onoccopied  by  as,  can  we 
believe  that  other  nations  will  respect  oor  tktk, 
and  refrain  from  occupying  it  ?  If  they  do  not, 
and  we  should  learn  to-morrow  that  Spain,  cr 
Russia,  or  England,  had  possessed  itself  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Colombia,  what  should  we  do  ?  We 
should  then  be  obliged  to  assert  our  right,  and  de- 
fend the  integrity  of  our  territory.  We  hare 
sworn  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  cannot  abandon  any  part  of  it  to  asy 
other  Power.  If  this  be  so,  I  submit,  sir,  -whetker 
there  is  not  much  more  danger  that,  by^  ne^ect- 
in^  this  fair  country,  we  shaU  be  involved  m  col> 
lision  with  some  State  that  covets  this'posse^oc^ 
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than  we  ooald  be  by  adopting  the  measures  pro- 
posed by  the  bill. 

The  amendment  I  propose,  sir,  is  to  strike  out 
(he  words  "and  required,"  from  the  4th  line,  and 
insert,  in  place  thereof,  as  follows :  "  When,  in 
his  opinion,  it  may  be  consistent  with  the  puolic 
interest."  This  will  render  the  bill  harmless,  at 
least  it  will  amount  to  no  more  than  an  appro- 
priation, which  will  put  it  in  the  power  of  the 
President  to  parsue  the  measures  authorized  by 
the  bill,  if  he  should  think  them  consistent  witn 
thepablic  interest 

Mr.  M ALLARY,  of  Vermont,  said  he  was  oppos- 
ed to  the  proposed  amendment.  He  thought  that 
CoDgress  should  take  the  responsibility  of  direct- 
ing the  occupation  of  the  territory,  and  not  place 
it  CD  the  President  It  was  not  to  oe  supposed  the 
President  had  more  information  than  is  in  posses- 
sion of  the  House.  It  would  be  Terr  extraordi- 
nary that  this  measure  should  be  suffered  to  pro- 
gress for  weeks,. and  yet  some  deep  reasons  of  State 
should  remain  undiscovered.  For  one,  Mr.  M. 
said,  he  was  willing  to  meet  the  proper  responsi- 
bility of  his  station,  and  not  cast  it  off  on  any 
other  department  Mr.  M.  stated,  that  he  had  pre- 
pared an  amendment,  which  he  should  offer,  if 
the  one  now  under  consideration  should  be  reject- 
ed. He  wished  an  occupation,  by  military  force 
only,  with  some  encouragement  to  settlers.  The 
establishment  of  a  civil  government  was  unneces- 
sary until  there  were  people  over  whom  it  might 
be  exercised.  Besides,  this  course  would  avoid  a 
considerable  expenditure,  and  would  remove  some 
objections  to  the  original  bill.  As  it  respects  the 
occupation  of  the  territory  in  question,  Mr.  M. 
said  he  was  decidedly  in  its  favor.  The  advant- 
ages it  would  afford  to  the  fisheries,  to  commerce, 
and  to  the  fur  trade,  had  been  most  clearly  shown. 
He  would  only  add  that,  if  any  encouragement  was 
to  be  giren  to  the  prosecution  of  the  latter,  now 
certainly  was  the  time.  The  western  part  of  the 
continent  was  overrun  with  traders  of  almost  every 
nation,  and  shortly  that  trade  would  be  of  little 
▼aloe,  if  not  annihilated.  We  ought  promptly  to 
secure  whatever  may  fairly  belong  to  us.  The  pre- 
sent is  the  proper  time  to  adopt  the  measure.  We 
^re  at  peace  with  the  world.  Our  means  are 
abundant  Should  we  be  hereafter  engaged  in 
^f)  a  place  of  security  would  be  provid^  for  the 
laillioQs  of  property  we  should  have  on  the  Pa- 
cific. Some  thought  the  measure  visionary ;  too 
i^uafdoas  for  Americans  to  undertake.  How 
often  are  we  reminded  of  American  enterprise? 
It  is  oude  a  constant  boast,  and  yet  we  appear  to 
be  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  occupying  our  own  do- 
main !  The  smallest  nation  of  Europe  would  not 
fear  the  undertaking,  yet  we  are  fearful  it  is  be- 
yond our  power.  Portugal,  small  as  she  was,  did 
not  hesitate  to  plant  her  colonies  in  every  part  of 
the  world.  Russia,  with  her  capital  in  the  centre 
of  Europe,  enclosed  with  walls  of  ice  one  half  of 
the  year,  extends  her  colonies  and  commerce  to 
erery  continent,  and  yet,  with  all  our  enterprise, 
we  dare  not  venture  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains. 
This  subject  occupies  a  ffreat  share  of  public  at- 
tention; it  is  anxiously  looked  for — the  interest 


and  enterprise  of  the  nation  requires  the  adoption 
of  the  nroposed  measure. 
Mr.  M.  observed  that  an  argument  had  been 

Eressed  into  service,  in  favor  of  the  bill,  to  which 
e  could  not  give  his  assent.  He  alluded  to  the 
observations  of  a  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Baylies,)  who  had  advocated  the  bill,  in 
which  a  reference  was  made  to  the  system  of  col- 
onization adopted  by  European  Governments.  We 
have  been  told  of  the  wealth  which  they  had  ac- 
quired from  the  colonies ;  the  points  of  grandeur 
to  which  they  have* ascended  oy  the  aid  derived 
from  their  roreign  dependencies.  Mr,  M.  said, 
such  a  system  could  never  be  adopted  by  our  Grov- 
ernment.  It  was  abhorrent  to  its  first  principles. 
The  nations  of  Europe,  it  is  true,  hare  aggrand- 
ized themselves  on  the  spoils  plundered  from  their 
colonies ;  but  this  Government  can  never  employ 
a  Pizarro  or  an  East  India  Company  to  desolate 
colonies  and  conquered  countries  to  enrich  itself 
or  its  people.  Whatever  portion  of  the  world  we 
may  occupy  must  have  the  benefit  of  our  institu- 
tions. Its  people  must  have  the  rights  of  Ameri- 
can citizens.  If  wealth  is  acquired,  it  can  be  ob- 
tained only  by  lesitimaCe  means.  It  becomes  a 
portion  of  national  wealth,  because  it  is  enjoyed 
by  a  portion  of  the  American  family. 

It  has  been  urged,  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  that, 
if  it  succeed,  our  capital  and  population  would  be 
dfawn  from  the  United  Suites;  that  it  would  drain 
us  of  our  wealth  and  deprive  us  of  the  benefits  of 
the  enterprise  of  our  people.  Mr.  M.  said,  he 
thought  little  was  to  be  apprehended  from  this 
source.  If  wealth  was  acquired,  it  woiild  be  of 
course  by  American  citizens.  They  would  prefer 
the  enjoyment  of  it  here.  It  must,  uom  necessity, 
flow  into  the  United  States.  As  to  dangers  re- 
sulting from  emigration,  they  must  exist  only  in 
imagination.  Mre  can  furnish  population  for  a 
respectable  settlement  abroad  every  year,  and  it 
could  never  be  felt  by  the  nation.  Mr.  M.  said 
his  feelings  were  not  much  excited  by  the  subject; 
he  did  not  consider  it  as  a  question  of  the  first 
magnitude;  yet  he  believed  it  would  afibrd  valua- 
ble facilities  to  our  fisheries,  navigation,  and  com- 
merce ;  it  would  afibrd  security  and  protection  to 
a  vast  amount  of  property  in  the  event  of  a  war; 
it  would  secure  the  possession  of  that  portion  of 
our  dominion  to  ourselves,  and  prevent  an  en- 
croachment upon  it  by  others.  He  thought  the 
advantages  resulting  would  more  than  overbalance 
any  danger  or  expense  which  would  follow  the 
adoption  of  the  measure,  when  restricted,  as  it 
would  be,  should  the  amendment,  which  he  had 
suggested,  be  allowed. 

Mr.  Tracy,  of  New  York,  said  he  had  had  no 
expectation  of  participating  in  the  discussion  of 
this  bill,  until  he  heard  the  remarks  of  his  honora- 
ble colleague,  (Mr.  Golden,)  who  had  just  sat 
down ;  but  the  views  which  this  gentleman  had 
expressed  were  so  extended,  and«  he  must  be  per- 
muted to  say,  so  extravagant,  tnat  he  could  not 
excuse  himself  from  expressing  his  dissent  from 
them.  In  common  with  other  members,  he  had 
thought  of  the  subject  under  consideration ;  but, 
as  he  had  not  intended  to  trouble  the  House  with 
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his  views  he  had  nerer  afibrded  himself  one  mo- 
ment's time  to  arraD^e  the  few  and  imperfect 
ideas  which  he  eotertamed  in  relation  to  it.  This 
eiYCumstance,  while  it  would,  as  Mr.  T.  hoped,  be 
considered  as  some  apolofi^  for  the  uninteresting 
and  confused  manner  of  his  remarks,  would,  at 
any  rate,  afford  to  the  House  the  comfortable  as» 
surance  that  its  patience  would  not  be  long  detained 
in  attending  to  them. 

Mr.  T.  said  that,  although  the  information  which 
he  possessed  of  the  country  proposed  to  be  occu- 

gied,  was  neither  extensive  nor  precise,  still  he 
elieved  it  was  more  correct  and  valuable  than 
-any  which  had  been  disclosed  by  the  gentlemen 
who  had  preceded  him.  This  information  induced 
him  to  think  that  the  importance  and  utility  which 
had  been  attached  by  them,  to  a  settlement  at  the 
iDotith  of  the  Columbia,  to  say  the  least,  were  ex- 
travagantly overrated.  He  believed  that  he  should 
succeed  in  satisfvtfS^  the  House  that  there  were 
connected  with  this  scheme  no  objects  of  national 
advantage,  which  would  justify  the  very  consid- 
erable expense  which  the  experiment  must  occa- 
-sidn ;  and  that  the  countrv  generally,  but  pecu- 
liarlv  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia,  afforded  none 
of  tnose  attractions  with  which  the  fkncv  of  the 

fentleman  had  decorated  it.  But,  said  Mr.  T..  if 
had  not  thought  that  this  measure  involved  con- 
sequences of  more  importance  than  the  useless 
waste  of  a  fe^  thousands  of  dollars,  however  u^ 
plan  the  vlc^s  of  its  advocates  might  have  ap- 
peared to  toe,  I  should  have  rested  my  opposition 
on  a  silent  vote  against  it ;  but  it  does  seem  to  me 
that  this  bill  involves  a  principle  of  great  national 
consequence — a  principle  which  he  was  sure  this 
House  was  not  prepared  to  establish,  without,  at 
least,  pausing  to  reflect  on  its  natare  and  import- 
ance. I  allude,  said  Mr.  T.,  to  the  principle  of 
«olonistation  which  is  contained  in  the  bill.  This 
principle  of  policy,  should  it  now  be  recognised, 
tnay  hereafter  be  quoted  as  a  precedent  for  mea- 
smtB  which  will  chanffe  the  condition  and  nature 
^f  this  Qovernment.   Mr.  T.  said  he  proposed  to 

five  his  vieWs  on  this  feature  of  the  bill,  after  he 
ad  first  afforded  the  House  the  information  he 
•possessed  of  the  coimtrv,  and  examined  the  nature 
of  the  advantages  which  the  gentlemen  anticipated 
from  its  ocoopation. 

It  had  been  his  good  fortune,  Mr.  T.  observed, 
to  have  become  acquainted,  witnin  the  last  two  or 
three  years,  with  several  gentlemen  of  much  in- 
telligence and  candor,  who  had  been  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Columbia  river,  some  of  whom  had  resided 
there  for  a  considerable  time.  It  was  to  conversa- 
tions which  he  had,  at  different  times  with  these 
•gentlemen,  that  he  was  indebted  for  the  informa- 
tion which  he  should  now  afford  respecting  this 
-place  and  the  circumiaeent  country — ^it  was  infor- 
mation upon  which  he  was  sure  the  House  might 
implicitljr  rely,  notwithstanding  it  will  ^o  so  far 
as  to  dissipate  the  pleasing  illusions  which  have 
been  indulged  of  the  beauty  and  fertility  of  the 
land  of  promise — ^it  will  indeed  change  an  imagi- 
nary Eden  and  a  fancied  'metropolis  into  a  rude 
and  inhospitable  wilderness,  and  an  inaccessible 
and  dangerous  coast;  but,  disagreeable  as  this 


transfbnnation  may  be,  it  was  one  which  most  be 
produced  by  the  facts  he  should  disclose. 

The  coast,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  moutli  of  tbe 
Columbia,  is  high,  rugged,  and,  to  use  the  techni- 
cal phrase  of  sailors,  iron-bound.  The  entnnw 
into  the  river,  or  rather  into  the  estuarviatowhie^ 
the  river  disembogues,  is  difficult  ana  daoferoos, 
owing  to  the  bars  or  shoals  which  stretch  oat  from 
Capes  Disappointment  and  Adams,  the  two  poiiiu 
which  form  the  bay.  These  shoak  approximate 
so  much  as  to  leave  the  channel  between  them  too 
narrow  to  allow  vessels  to  pass  through  with  safety. 
It  is  only,  therefore,  with  a  fair  and  free  wind  that 
a  ship  can  enter ;  for,  without  a  leading  wind,  tbe 
strong  tides  which  set  here,  at  the  rate  of  five  or 
six  miles  an  hour,  would  strand  her  on  ooe  or  tbe 
other  of  the  capes,  as  the  tide  should  happes  to  be 
either  at  flood  or  ebb.  Tlie  anchorage  within  is 
tolerably  good,  except  that  the  great  acdoo  of  tke 
tides  is  cuculated  to  make  the  anpbors  foul,  ud 
render  much  labor  necessary  to  keep  the  itsd 
safe  at  her  moorings.  But,  as  the  winds  wbidt 
prevail  on  the  coast  are  principally  from  the  vest, 
the  difficulty  in  goine  out  is  much  greater  tbu 
that  of  entering.  Vessels  in  the  harbor  wwU 
often  be  detain^  for  weeks  before  an  opportuoiiy 
would  present  for  putting  to  sea.  JUpon  the  whole, 
the  haroor  must  be  coosideced,  at  all  seasons,  bad, 
and,  during  the  winter  months,  almost,  if  not  al- 
toother,  impracticable.  The  dimate,  iastead  of 
beinjf  as  I  have  heard  it  described,  Uand  aad  sa- 
lubrious, is  bleak  and  inhospitable.  Itistraethat 
deep  snows  or  severe  frosts  are  seldom  known. 
durmg  four  or  Ave  months  of  the  year,  but  the  ti- 
por  arising  from  the  ocean,  which  is  driTeo  br 
the  constantly  prevailing  west  winds  on  the  h^b 
mountains,  is  condensed  by  the  cold,  and  descesds 
in  drenching  rains  almost  unremittingly.  A  drf 
day  at  this  season  is  a  luxury  nurely  enjoyed,  and 
the  cheering  ray  of  a  sunbeam  scarcely  erer  expe- 
rienced. As  you  ascend  the  river  the  period  of 
the  rainy  reason  diminishes,  amd  at  the  first  spars 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  a  distance  of  four  hw* 
dred  or  ^re  hundred  miles,  it  is  almost  ankoown. 
But  the  climate,  owing  to  this  excess  of  htHaiditr 
at  one  season^  and  the  feeble  influence  of  the  sai 
in  the  other,  is  believed,  from  experimeots  which 
have  been  made,  to  be  incapable  of  noorishit^ 
manv  of  the  valuable  products  which  are  ctdti- 
vateo  with  success  in  the  comqx>nding  latitude 
of  the  Atlantic.  The  attempts  which  were  made 
to  cultivate  maize  wholly  failed ;  and,  althoogh 
turnips,  cabbages,  and  some  other  culinary  vege- 
tables  bfive  succeeded,  the  prospects  <br  wheat 
rye,  oats,  ice.,  are  miserable  indeed.  The  fiaeew 
the  country,  for  some  distance  from  the  ocean,  air 
thouffh  presenting  a  strong  and  deep  soil,  is  tvt 
ged,  broken,  and  covered  with  impenetrable  lorei^ 
of  hemlock,  spruce,  and  white  ceoar,  of  prodigioB^ 
size,  and  affording  the  most  discouraging  proi^ 
to  ttie  settlers.  The  country  generally  eontioiKs 
of  this  character  until  you  reach  the  Waiiaffs: 
river,  which  enters  the  Columbia  about  one  bo»^' 
red  miles  from  the  sea.  In  this  distance,  theretf^ 
occasionally  some  small  tracts  of  allanaliiBu* 
which,  being  level  and  less  burdened  with  tiob^* 


599 


HISTOBT  OF  CONGRESS. 


694 


Jandart,  1823. 


ColwMa  River. 


H.  OF  R. 


might  be  mare  easily  fitted  for  cultivation  than 
the  broken  uplands ;  but  even  these  are  often  sub- 
jected to  inundation  in  Summer,  when  a  dissolu- 
tion of  the  mountain  snows  swell  the  river.  It  is 
true,  spots  might  be  found  above  the  reach  of  high 
water,  but  they  are  too  insiffnificant  in  extent  to 
be  considered  in  relation  to  this  object  of  forming 
a  compact  and  important  settlement.  There  are 
places  along  the  Columbia  where  a  few  families 
might  sit  down  together,  but  they  are  not  numer- 
ous, aor  is  there  any  spot  sufficiently  large  for  a 
coosiderabie  population  throughout  the  whole  tim- 
bered countrv,  which  ^tends  a  distance  of  about 
two  hundred  miles  from  the  sea.  Between  this 
point  and  the  spurs  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  for- 
est trees  totally  disappear,  and  nothing  larjjer  than 
the  eommoQ  willow  is  to  be  seen.  This  whole 
interTeniDg  tract  is  one  of  gravel  and  sand^  with 
jast  soil  enough  to  sustain  a  scanty  covering  of 
grass.  On  the  Wallamut,  a  tract  of  country  of 
moderate  extent  is  found,  which  affords  some  ad- 
Taotages  of  soil  and  climate  superior  to  those 
which  have  been  just  mentioned ;  and  it  is  here, 
and  here  only,  that  the  least  prospects  for  an  agri- 
cultioal  settlement  can  be  found. 

Mr.  Tbacy  observed  that,  if  the  statements 
which  he  had  now  furnished  to  the  Hotise  were 
correct,  and  he  was  sure  they  were  substantially 
so,  they  most  dispel  the  reveries  in  which  some  of 
the  adrocates  of  the  bill  had  indulged,  of  witness- 
ing a  new  and  powerful  nation  risins  up  on  the 
borders  of  the  racific,  which  should  oe  indebted 
to  us  for  their  religion,  their  institutions,  and  their 
laws,  and  which,  at  no  distant  day,  was  largely 
to  participate  in  the  blessings  and  powers  of  the 
GoTemraast  which  we  enjoy.  For  his  own  part, 
he  was  satisfied  that  no  extensive  civilized  settle- 
ment would  or  could  be  made  in  that  country 
within  any  period  of  time  to  which,  as  rational 
tod  practical  men,  we  can  extend  our  views. 

Mr.  T.  said,  he  should  now  examine  some  of 
the  advantages  which  gentlemen  anticipated  from 
the  adoption  of  the  measure.  Several  gentlemen 
who  bare  advocated  the  bill,  and  particularly  his 
worthy  colleague  (Mr.  Cold£n)  had  insisted  verv 
muchapon  thegreat  commercial  advantages  whicn 
would  oe  produced  by  a  settlement ;  for  his  part, 
he  had  not  been  able  to  discover  them.  The  pe- 
culiar nature  and  great  value  to  this  country  of 
the  Northwest  trade  had  been  urged,  and  a  stri- 
kiug  illoatration  of  its  productiveness  afforded. 
He  was  not  disposed  to  dispute  the  utility  and  im- 
portance of  this  branch  of  our.  commerce.  He  was 
aware  that  it  was  one  which  required  small  capi- 
^)  tnd  which  had  returned  prodigious  profits. 
But  he  begged  gentlemen  to  recollect  that  it  was. 
not8oia^)ortant  for  them  to  establish  the  value 
of  this  trade  as  it  was  to  show  that  its  safety  and 
success  depended  upon  our  taking  possession  of 
the  coast  Unless  they  can  satisfy  the  House  that 
&  military  occupation  of  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia 
will  either  promote  or  protect  this  traffic,  they  can 
gain  nothing  by  showing  its  value  and  importance. 
Mr.  T.  said,  he  would  state  a  few  facts  relating  to 
this  trade,  which  he  hoped  would  satisfy  gentle- 
Q^en,  not  only  that  they  mbapprehended  iKtth  its 


character  and  extent,  but  that  the  measure  they 
proposed  might  have  a  verjr  different  effect  upon 
it  from  what  they  had  anticipated.  The  first  trade 
on  this  coast  by  our  citizens  was  as  early  as  1787. 
For  some  time  after  this,  it  was  confinea  to  a  few 
vessels  ;  but,  as  early  as*  1801,  there  were  fifteen 
American  vessels  employed  in  it,  a  greater  num- 
ber than  has  ever  since  been  engaged.  The  pres- 
ent number,  he  understood,  was  twelve  or  thirteen, 
but  this  limitation  or  diminution  of  the  trade  had 
not  been  produced  by  any  difficulties  which  were 
experienced  on  the  coast,  but  by  the  limited  sup- 
ply of  the  article  for  which  alone  the  trade  was 
valuable — he  meant  the  skins  of  the  sea  otter.  The 
number  of  these  animals  was  sensibly  diminish- 
ing ;  but  the  supply  had  never  been  obtained  from 
the  vicinity  of  the  Columbia  river,  but  much  fur- 
ther North,  and  within  the  undisputed  limits  of 
Russian  territory.  No  gentleman  had  succeeded 
in  showing  that  a  settlement  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  would  facilitate  or  increase  this  trade.  We 
now  enjoy  all  the  advantage  for  this  commerce, 
which  we  have  a  ri^ht  either  to  expect  or  demand. 
It  cannot  be  materiallv  extended,  for  the  supply 
of  the  article  in  whicn  it  principally  consists  is 
limited  and  diminishing,  besides,  said  Mr.  T., 
what  effect  could  the  small  ^rrison  which  it  is 
proposed  to  place  there,  have  in  increasing  or  fa- 
cilitating our  trade  with  the  natives  1  Its  infiu- 
eoice  would  be  to  produce  on  their  minds  jealousy 
and  apprehension ;  and,  instead  of  promoting  the 
friendly  intercourse  which  now  exists,  in  all  prob- 
ability it  would  destroy  it.  I  object  altogether, 
said  Mr.  T.,  to  the  principle  of  extending  our  mil- 
itary posts  beyond  the  pale  and  protection  of  our 
civilized  population.  Its  effect  is  to  expose  our 
troops  to  dangers  from  which  they  cannot  be  re- 
lieved, and  to  provoke  cruel  and  expensive  wars 
with  the  Indians.  Military  posts  should  be  placed 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  an  existing  frontier 
population,  but  not  for  the  purpose  of  attracting 
our  population  to  an  exposed  situation.  Its  natu- 
ral tendency  is  to  diffuse.  Its  limits  are  already 
sufficiently  large ;  as  it  becomes  more  dense,  it 
will  extend  them ;  but  it  is  not  the  true  policy  of 
the  Government  to  invite  its  dispersion. 

It  was  for  these  reasons,  said  Mr.  T.,  that  I  op- 
posed the  Yellow  Stone  expedition,  in  which  op- 
position I  was  happy  in  haying  the  concurrence 
of  the  gentleman  wiio  introduce  this  bill,  and  yet 
the  destination  of  that  expedition  was  within  the 
circle  of  civilization.  I  might  almost  say  in  the 
bosom  of  the  nation,  when  compared  with  the 
mouth  of  the  Columbia  river.  As  respects  the 
advantages  of  the  settlement  for  our  whale  fishery, 
Mr.  Tracy  said  he  did  not  pretend  to  be  so  com- 

Eetent  to  judge  as  many  others.  He  believed, 
owever,  that  the  whale  fishery  had  not  been 
prosecuted  to  any  great  extent  as  high  up  on  the 
coast  as  latitude  46,  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia; 
but,  admitting  that  it  shall  be  so,  he  could  not 
perceive  what  assistance  or  advantage  the  whale- 
men could  derive  from  a  defenceless  and  destitute 
settlement.  The  harbor,  he  had  already  shown, 
was  not  such  a  one  as  it  was  desirable  to  frequent, 
and  it  was  evident  the  country  was  not  likely  to 
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the  United  S^tales.  Colonies  are  of  little  ioapoft- 
ance  to  any  but  manufacturing  nations.  They 
require  a  constant  supply  of  manufactured  goods, 
and  will,  without  restraint,  seek  for  supplies  from 
the  nation  that  will  afford  them  on  the  best  terms. 
How  could  the  United  States  undertake  to  supply 
the  necessities  of  a  growing  colony,  when,  for 
many  years  to  come,  without  diverting  their  cap- 
ital to  manufacturmg  establishments,  they  wUl  be 
utterly  unable  to  supply  their  own  wants?  The 
liberation  of  Spanish  America  from  the  restraints 
of  the  colony  system,  has  created  an  extensive  de- 
mand for  manufactures.  Are  we  in  a  condition 
to  avail  ourselves  of  it?  Has  not  the  principal 
advantage  of  the  change  resulted  to  Great  Brit- 
ain? And  is  not  the  greater  part  of  what  we 
export  there,  the  product  of  the  workshops  of  that ' 
nation  ?  I 

Is  the  profit  we  derive  from  the  trade  much 
more  than  the  compensation  for  carriage,  and  ! 
would  not  the  freight  of  the  goodH  carri^  to  the  ! 
new  colony  be  the  sole  benefit  that  we  should  de- 
rive from  it ;  and  would  not  this  be  very  incon- 
siderable in  amount,  liable  to  be  lessened  or  lost 
by  competition,  and  to  result  in  the  extension  of 
British  manufactures,  British  commerce,  and  Bri- 
tish navigation  ? 

It  is  alleged  that  the  European  nations  have  de- 
rived great  advantages  from  planting  colonies. 
This  is  readily  admitted,  but  the  situation  of  Eng- 
land, France,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  in  the  seven- 
teenth century,  was  very  different  from  that  of  the 
United  States  at  present ;  they  were  full  of  people, 
and  had  laid  the  foundations  of  manufacturmg 
establishments,  and  were  in  a  condition  to  carry 
them  to  any  extent,  for  the  supply  of  their  col- 
onists. 

To  insure  their  growth,  thev  established  the 
colony  system ;  they  confined  the  trade  of  their 
colonies  exdusivelv  to  the  mother  countries.  The 
colonists  were  inhibited  from  any  intercourse  with 
other  nations,  and  contributed  much  to  enlarge 
the  manufactures,  commerce,  and  navigation,  of 
their  mother  countries.  The  colony  system  is  a 
system  of  oppression ;  it  reduces  the  colony  to  po- 
litical slavery;  for,  however  free  the  individuals 
may  be,  the  State  is  in  chains.  It  was  by  monop- 
olizing the  trade  of  their  colonies,  therefore,  that 
the  European  nations  have  rendered  them  benefi- 
cial to  themselves. 

The  United  States  are  not  at  liberty  to  adopt 
that  system :  it  constituted  one  item  in  the  long 
catalogue  of  grievances  which  provoked  the  Revo- 
lution, and  is  abhorrent  to  the  principles  of  our 
political  institutions. 

In  analogy  with4he  course  observed,  in  relation 
to  the  Territories  of  the  United  Stales,  as  soon  as 
the  people  of  the  new  settlement  were  capable  of 
self-government  the  United  States  would  be  bound 
to  emancipate  tnem. 

Sir,  the  operation  of  the  bill  will  then  be  the 
erection  of  an  independent  State.  Will  this  re- 
sult in  any  advantage  to  the  United  States?  In- 
dependent States  are  upon  an  equality;  inter- 
course between  tbem  is  regulated  by  mutual  in- 
terest.  What  inducement  of  interest  will  bind  the 


new  Slate  of  Columbia  lo  the  Unied  Suifi? 
They  ar«  too  lemole  to  derive  any  benefit  fros 
political  connexioQ»-»will  any  benefit  malt  froa 
commercial  intercoucse  ?  Trade  must  be  of  very 
limited  extent  between  States  situated  io  the  same 
climate,  and  in  the  same  stage  of  improrcme&t; 
they  will  abound  in  the  same  prodactioBs,  sod 
will  want  the  same  supplies.  An  extensiTe  com- 
merce can  only  exist,  and  become  matutty  fro- 
fitable  between  countries,  situated  in  difiere&t  e\h 
mates,  whose  productions  are  dissimilar;  or  be- 
tween States  in  different  stages  of  improTcme&u 
manufacturing  States  and  infant  colonics,  whose 
productions  consist  of  raw  materials. 

The  United  States  and  the  Sute  of  Cdumba 
lie  in  the  same  climate,  will  be  nearly  in  the  same 
state  of  improvement,  wtU  abound  in  thesaor 
productions,  and  need  the  same  safplies;  then 
wUl  be  no  tie  of  mutual  interest  to  bud  them  to- 
gether; no  inducement  to  a  commercial  iater- 
course.  After  they  have  become  capable  by  joor 
fostering  care,  a^d  at  your  expense,  of  self  sub- 
sistence, and  self-^vernment,  they  will  {nrsK 
such  course  and  lorm  such  coimexioas  » their 
interests  and  local  situation  may  dictate.  Eveii 
the  benefit  of  the  freight  of  fiurqwan  goo^ 
which  mi^ht  result  to  the  United  States  doriog 
the  minority  of  the  colony,  would  be  lost  the  tDO- 
ment  they  became  emancipated,  and  in  a  condi- 
tion to  make  a  better  bargain  with  Great  Britaio, 
Spain,  or  any  other  manufacturing  nation. 

In  such  a  case  the  establishment  would,  with 
regard  to  European  commerce,  become  ooBthbo- 
tory  to  the  extension  of  the  manufactores,  coo- 
merce,  and  navigation  of  other  nations. 

A  voyage  to  the  United  States  will  oceopy 
from  five  to  eight  months-^a  voyage  to  AcapnleOi 
Coquimbo,  or  Valparaiso,  may  be  perfoDDed  in 
hali'  the  tinie,  and  will  affi>rd  a  better  madietfbr 
the  productions  of  their  soil;  these  will  theiefore 
be  carried  there,  while  the  produce  of  the  set  and 
the  fur  trade  will  be  carried  to  Ghana. 

Again,  sir,  the  settlement,  if  it  shoald  saeceed 
and  become  an  independent  State,  will  be  cooo- 
posed  of  those  enterprising  citizens  who  have  a- 
ulored  the  Pacific  ocean  from  the  Soath  to  ths 
North  pote,  and  who  are  convefsant  with  its  fish- 
eries and  the  for  trade ;  and  the  moment  they  ut 
able  will  engross  the  whole.  Thus,  by  the  ffrov^ 
of  the  settlement  of  Colombia  river,  the  United 
States  will  forever  lose  a  pQ|rti(m  of  their  ino^ 
enterprising  citizens,  and  wiU  jeopardize  a portioQ 
of  their  European  carrying  trade— the  nioabU 
commerce  of  the  Pacinc  ocean,  and  all  thenar- 
enue  derived  from  it. 

I  may  add,  as  further  objections  totheenie: 
prise,  the  expense  with  which  it  must  be  atteoded-- 
the  danger  of  its  provoking  Indian  ho6tilitie&-tb« 
evils  arising  from  draining  our  population  iirfls> 
the  frontier  settlements,  and  the  mischieTous  et; 
feet  this  would  have  in  retarding  the  progress  oi 
cultivation  and  improvements  in  the  new  Sutp 

To  effect  the  settlement,  a  communicatioo  ? 
land  would  be  indispensable ;  a  chain  of  miliB'T 
posts  must  be  extended  from  St.  Louis  to  Col^' 
bia  river ;  a  strong  fortification  must  be  erected  ai 
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some  coovenient  place  on  the  river;  and  a  re- 
spectable naval  force  must  be  maintained  there 
for  the  secarity  of  the  settlement  It  wonld  be- 
come a  soarce  of  great  and  increasing^  expeDse, 
iDComparablr  greater  than  the  amount  or  rev- 
enue derived  from  our  trade  in  that  oceau,  and 
probably  greater  than  the  profits  of  the  trade  to 
the  country.  It  is  not  reasonable  to  suppose  all 
this  can  be  effected  without  alarminjfp  the  fears 
and  exciting  the  jealousy  of  the  Indian  nations 
OQ  both  sides  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  with- 
out encountering  the  risk  of  an  Indian  war,  and 
endangering  the  ouiet  and  safety  of  our  frontier 
settlements,  as  well  as  the  settlement  at  Columbia 
liver.  The  emimtion  from  our  interior  settle- 
ments would  ^oablv  be  considerable ;  this  would 
inTJte  aggression  ana  lessen  their  capacity  for  de- 
fence, and  must  contribute  to  retara  the  progress 
of  cultivation  and  of  every  species  of  socialand 
moral  improvement. 

These  considerations  have  produced  a  convic- 
tion in  my  mind  that  the  operation  of  the  bill  will 
be  destructive  of  the  true  interests  of  the  United 
States,  and  ought  not  to  be  passed. 

1  will  barely  add,  that  whenever  it  shall  be 
deemed  proper  to  encourage  a  settlement  in  that 
part  of  the  country,  in  my  humble  opinion,  the 
most  eligible  course  will  be  to  suffer  a  company  to 
occupy  It,  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title,  to  form 
a  settlement,  and,  as  soon  as  they  are  able,  to  form 
aD  independent  represeutative  government ;  but  I 
am  persuaded  the  longer  this  is  delayed  the  better. 

Mr.  CoLD£N,  after  a  brief  reply  to  some  re- 
marb  which  had  dropped  from  gentlemen  oppo^ 
sed  to  the  bill,  renewed  his  motion  to  amend  as 
>bove  stated,  which  he  had  withdrawn,  to  give 
gentlemen  an  opportunity  of  presenting  their  views 
on  the  principles  contained  therein  \  and,  the  ques- 
tion being  tafcen,  there  were  in  favor  of  bis  amend- 
ment 46,  against  it  54. 

So  the  motion  was  negauved. 

Mr.  Malulry  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting, after  the  enacting  clause,  the  following: 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he 
i«  hereby,  authorized  and  reqaired  to  occupy  that  por- 
tion of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  situated  on 
the  Picific  Ocean,  north  of  the  forty-tecood  degree  of 
north  latitude,  and  west  of  the  Rocky  Moaotains, 
with  i  military  force,  and  to  cause  a  suitable  fort  to  be 
ereeted  oq  the  Oregon  river,  in  the  region  of  tide  water ; 
which  tracts  of  country  in  this  section  described  is 
hereby  declared  to  be  the  Territory  of  Oregon. 

Stc.  2.  And  be  ilfisrther  enaOed,  Thai  the  Presi- 
dent,  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  anthoriaed  and  empowered, 
^  iooQ  as  it  may  be  done  on  reaeooable  terms,  to  ex- 
^foiih  the  Indian  title  to  a  tract  of  country  not  ez- 
ceedJAg  thirty  miles  square,  which  shall  include  the 
place  eelected  for  said  fort 

Sic.  3.  And  be  ii  further  enacted.  That  there  shall 
he  allowed  to  each  actual  settler,  being  the  head  of  a 
family,  who  shall  remove  to  said  Territory  with  his 
family,  330  acres  of  land;  and  to  an  unmarried  man, 
between  18  and  45  years  of  age,  who  shall  establish 
himielf  in  said  Territory,  and  pursue  any  mechanic  art, 
or  cQltivate  the  ground  therein,  300  acres :  Provided, 
1*hat  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  the  allowance  of 
land  made  by  this  section,  unless  he  shall  be  a  ctttsen 


of  the  United  States :  And  provided  aUo,  That  this 
allowance  of  land  shaH  not  be  made  after  the  exptra* 
tion  of  six  years  from  the  time  the  Indian  title  shall 
hsYe  been  extingnisfaed  as  aforesaid. 

Sac.  4.  And  he  U  further  enacted.  That  the  Preai* 
dent  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authoriied  to  0|ien  a  port 
of  entry  within  and  for  said  Territory,  whenever  he  may 
deem  the  public  good  may  require  it,  and  appoint 
such  officers  as  may  be  neoeasanr  for  the  same ;  after 
which  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States  shall  ex- 
tend to,  and  be  in  force  in,  said  Territory. 

Skc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum 
of  sixty  thousand  dolfars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated,  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

This  amendment  being  read«  the  bill,  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table ;  and  tnen  the  Hoase  ad- 
journed. 


TnesoAY,  January  14. 

Mr.  Sterling,  of  New  York,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Daniel  Seward,^'  reported  the  same,  with- 
out amendment,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Sterling,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office  to  remit  the  instalments 
due  on  certain  lots  in  Shawneetown,  in  the  State 
of  Illinois ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  which  is 
committed  the  bill  to  establish  an  additional  Land 
Office  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  Sloane,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
reported  that  "  Joseph  M.  Hernandez  appears  to 
have  been  duly  elected  a  delegate  to  represent  the 
Territory  of  Florida  in  the  Seventeenth  Congress 
of  the  United  States ;  and^  as  such,  is  entitled  to 
a  seat  in  this  House ;"  which  report  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Vance  submitted  the  ibllowiDg  resolution, 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table : 

RcMohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasorr  be  in- 
structed to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  showing 
what  contracts  for  surveying  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  in  Missouri,  Illinois,  and  Arkansas,  have  been 
made,  by  the  Surveyor  General  thereof,  since  the  year 
1817;  with  whom  made  ;  for  what  quantities;  to  whom 
the  payments  therefor  were  made  in  each  twit ;  also, 
whether  the  surveying  were  actually  performed  by  the 
original  eontractors,  in  person,  or  by  others,  under  enb* 
contracts ;  if  by  others,  at  what  price,  per  mile,  the 
sub-contractors  performed  the  work  in  each  case ;  also^ 
the  diffisrence,  if  any,  between  the  amount  paid  by  the 
United  States  for  snch  sarveying*  and  the  amount  re- 
eeived  by  the  actual  surveyors  of  the  land. 

Mr.  Sterling,  of  New  York,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  whieh  was  read,  and  laid  on 
the  table  one  day,  viz : 

RcMolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  this  House  what  progress  has  been 
made  towards  the  completion  of  the  military  road  lead- 
ing from  Plattsburg  to  Sackett's  Harbor,  fin  the  State 
of  New  York ;  how  much  of  said  road  remains  nnfln- 
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Uhed ;  the  probable  ezpeose  of  completing  the  Mme ; 
and,  also,  anj  information  in  hia  poweMion  ahowing 
the  importance  of  aaid  road  in  a  military  point  of  view. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Plumer,  of  New  Hampshire, 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  continuing  in 
force  the  act  to  provide  for  the  reports  of  the  de- 
cisions of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
approved  March  3, 1817. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tucker,  of  South  Carolina, 
the  House  went  into  consideration  of  the  report  in 
the  case  of  Samuel  Wharton,  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  who  claims  compensation  for  services 
rendered,  under  the  direction  of  the  marshal  of 
that  State,  in  taking  the  census  for  1820. 

Mr.  Tdckee  moved  to  strike  from  the  resolu- 
tion appended  to  the  report  the  word  ''  not,"  so  as 
to  reverse  the  report ;  which,  after  some  debate,  in 
which  Mr.  T.  bore  the  principal  part,  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative ;  and  the  report  was  then  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  re- 
port a  bill  in  conformity  with  the  resolution  as 
amended. 

Mr.  Floyd  rose  to  state  that,  as  the  amendment 
yesterday  proposed  to  his  bill  was  of  some  length, 
requiring  examination  by  members  before  acting 
on  it,  intimating  that  he  was  disposed  to  favor  the 
amendment;  and,  as  the  information  which  had 
heen  asked  from  the  Executive  on  this  subject 
had  not  been  received,  he  should  not  at  present, 
nor  for  a  few  days  to  come,  call  up  again  his 
Mouth-of-Columbia  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCoy,  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  in  addition  to  'An  act  for  the  more  prompt 
settlement  of  public  accounts,  and  for  the  punish- 
ment of  the  crime  of  perjury,"  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  it  was 

Beaohedf  That  the  Committee  of  Wayi  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
quiring all  payments  of  money  out  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  to  be  paid  directly  from  the  Trea- 
sury, to  the  party  entitled  to  receive  it,  where  such 
mode  of  payment  may  not  be  detrimental  to  the  public 
interest. 

In  offering  this  resolution — 

Mr.  Cook  said  he  had  but  a  few  words  to  say 
in  support  of  the  resolution.  The  amount  of 
money  that  passed  into  the  hands  of  disbursing 
officers  was  verv  great,  and  the  number  of  those 
officers  was  multiplied  to  an  unnecessary  extent. 
The  object  of  the  resolution,  he  said,  was  to  dis- 
continue the  practice  of  placing  in  the  hands  of 
those  officers  all  moneys  that  it  was  not  necessary 
to  the  public  interest  to  confide  to  them.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  list  of  public  defaulters  was  greatly 
swelled  by  the  number  of  disbursing  officers  who 
had  been  faithless  in  making  their  disbursements. 
If  the  individuals  who  were  entitled  to  money  out 
of  the  Treasury,  for  services  rendered  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, could  be  supplied  with  drafts  on  the 
Treasury,  they  would,  in  most  instances,  prefer 
them  to  the  money,  particularly  in  distant  parts  of 
the  Union ;  and,  if  there  should  be  some  slight  in- 
convenience to  such  persons,  the  door  that  such  a 
practice  would  close  against  official  fraud  and 


peculation  would  more  than  make  amends  for  ii 
The  effect  that  the  present  mode  of  paying  ouuiK 
public  money  through  disbursing  aglents  bad  opoB 
the  public  morals,  was  highly  deleterious;  and  if 
the  interest  of  individuals  could  be  properlf  pro- 
vided for,  and  at  the  same  time  remove  the  teiDp- 
tations  now  so  frequently  held  out  to  public  om- 
cers  to  betray  the  confidence  reposed  in  tbem,  it 
would  be  an  important  point  gained.  Tbatsome 
measure  could  be  adopted,  which  would  greatly 
protect  the  Treasury  against  such  abises  as  had 
so  repeatedly  happened  of  late  years,  he  had  do 
doubt ;  and  no  committee  was  better  able  to  de 
vise  that  measure  than  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Comisit* 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  pny- 
curing  the  necessary  surveys  and  estimates  for 
certain  roads  and  canals. 

[This  bill  propoeea  to  provide,  ••  That  the  Pmidcot 
of  the  United  States  is  hereby  authonsed  to  casM  the 
neccaaaiy  anrveys,  plans,  and  cetimates,  to  be  B«k 
for  a  national  road  from  the  City  of  Waahiogta  to 
that  of  New  Orleans ;  and  for  canals,  from  the  hiibot 
of  Boston,  to  the  south,  along  the  Atlantic  sescois; 
and  to  connect  the  waters  of  the  Ohio  above,  witli 
those  below  the  falls  at  Louisville  ;  Lake  Erie  vitJi  tbe 
Ohio  river,  and  the  tide-watera  of  the  Potofflsc  with 
the  same  stream  at  Cumberland,  desi^Detiog  whit 
parts  may  be  made  capable  of  aloop  navigatjoD;  vai 
for  communicationa  between  the  Sosqaebaona  vii 
the  rivers  Seneca  and  Genesee,  which  empty  intc 
Lake  Ontario ;  and  between  the  Tennessee  and  Sa- 
vannah, and  between  the  Tennessee,  Alabama,  ifi^ 
Tombfigbee  rivers ;  and  for  snch  other  rontea  for  roi& 
and  canala  as  he  may  deem  of  national  importaon  in 
a  commercial  or  military  point  of  view.  The  lorveys, 
plana,  and  estimates,  for  each,  when  ooaplelail,  id  be 
laid  before  Coogreas. 

Sac.  S.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That,iocarrf 
into  elfect  the  objects  of  this  jict,  the  Prtsidsst  behind 
he  is  hereby,  authorised  to  employ  two  skilful  dnl 
engineers,  and  auch  officers  of  the  corps  of  eagioee rii 
or  who  may  be  detailed  to  do  duty  with  that  corpi,  tf 

he  may  think  proper ;  and  the  sum  of dollan  be, 

and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  ott 
of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated."] 

The  bill  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Stewart  proposed  an  amendment  to  ibe 
detail  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Cocke  requested  Mr.  Stewart  to  vit)i* 
draw  his  amendment  for  the  present ;  for,  he  saitii 
he  should  like  to  hear  from  the  gentlemao  wbe 
reported  it  some  reasons  to  satisfy  the  House  « 
the  utility  of  this  measure.  He  wished,  bdoft 
proceeding  to  amend  the  bill,  to  be  satisfied  of  cbe 
correctness  of  its  principle.  He  wished  the  ges- 
tleman  also  to  show  the  power  which  this  Hob'^ 
has  to  pass  this  bill. 

Mr.  Stewabt  consented  to  withdraw  his  ameixi- 
ment  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Hemphill  then  proposed  an  amendmetf  tc* 
the  detail  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  BABB0t7R  (Speaker)  rose  to  make  a  oo- 
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ion,  the  object  of  which,  he  said,  was  to  test  at 
»nce  the  principle  of  this  bilL  This  motioD  was 
0  strike  oat  the  first  section  of  the  bill.  He  did 
lot  propose  to  enter  iato  a  discussion  of  the  prin- 
ciple or  the  bill.  The  sobject  has  been  so  much 
liscQssed  in  this  House  and  this  nation,  that  he 
ook  it  for  granted  Congress  was  prepared  to  de- 
ermine  at  once  whether  it  would  or  would  not 
ommence  a  svstem  of  internal  improvement. 
rhis  bill,  Mr.  B.  said,  was  the  means  whereby  to 
ittain  that  end,  the  object  of  it  being  to  cause  sur- 
rejrs  and  estimates  to  be  made  with  a  riew  to  that 
;nd.  It  could  not  be  necessarv,  he  said,  for  him 
0  remark,  that  the  House  ought  not  to  pass  this 
(ill,  Qoless  it  was  disposed  to  commence  and 
tfoseente  a  system  of  internal  improyement.  Be- 
Dg  decidedly  of  the  opinion,  which  he  had  lone 
ntertsined,  that  this  House  has  no  Constitutionu 
»wer  on  this  head,  and  that  the  attempt  to  exer- 
cise it  would  give  rise  to  feuds  and  jars  amons 
he  members  of  the  Confederacy;  being  opposed 
0  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  internal  im- 
irorement.  and  considering  the  measure  proposed 
)y  that  bill  as  a  means  to  that  end,  he  moved  to 
ttike  oat  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill. 
UpoD  this  motion  bang  announced — 
Mr.  Hemphill  rose,  and  addressed  the  Chair  as 
^ollows: 

Mr.  Chairman :  It  was  my  intention  to  offer 
iome  remarks  in  favor  of  the  present  bill  at  some 
(tage  of  its  progress,  and  I  thank  the  honorable 
pileman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Cocke)  for  af- 
ordiDg  me  this  early  opportunity,  by  calling  on 
ne  to  state  the  reasons  why  the  measure  recom- 
nended  should  be  adopted,  and  to  show  that  Con- 
fess possess  the  power  finally  to  accomplish  this 
>bject.  I  cheertully  comply,  as  I  consider  the 
neasare  of  as  hiffh  concern  to  this  country  as  any 
Hher  which  cooTd  be  introduced  here  for  discus- 
iioQ.  It  is  equally  interesting  to  the  present  gen- 
waiioD  and  to  posterity ;  it  contains  nothing  that 
is  either  new  or  romantic ;  it  is  a  subject  which, 
on  many  occasions,  has  received  the  consideration 
of  Congress,  and  it  is  one  which  never  will  be 
ibandoned — nothing  but  success  can  terminate  its 
repeated  debates  on  this  floor.  The  importance  of 
it  is  tmiversally  acknowledged ;  indeed  we  cannot 
read  of  improvements,  eren  in  foreiffn  countries, 
mthoat  being  infinitely  gratified.  Great  works, 
^f  a  permanent  character,  are  every  where  ad- 
inired,  and  yet  it  seems  extraordinary  that  any 
thiag  like  a  general  system  of  improvements  has 
to  encoonier,  in  the  beginning,  a  powerful  opposi- 
tion. It  is  not  a  century  since  the  erection  of  toll 
gates  was  spiritedly  resisted  in  England ;  and.  if 
^y  recollection  is  correct,  it  is  less  than  thirty 
rears  since  the  first  turnpike  road  in  the  United 
States,  from  Philadelphia  to  Lancaster,  was  vio- 
wily  opposed. 

The  local  jealousies  and  prejudices  which  are 
^  fatal  to  improvements  have  entirely  subsided  in 
^Dgland,  as  respects  both  roads  and  canals ;  and 
here  is  now  scarcely  a  spot  in  that  island  which 
s  not  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  a  water 
ransportation  along  canals. 

The  immense  onderuking  in  the  State  of  New 


York,  which  would  do  honor  to  any  age  or  na- 
tion, had  similar  prejudices  to  overcome;  -but  I 
sincerely  hope  that  we  have  now  arrived  at  a  pe- 
riod in  which  there  is  a  concurrence  of  opinion 
among  a  lar^e  majority  of  the  people  on  this  in- 
teresting subject. 

I  will  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  detain  the  Commit- 
tee, by  going  into  any  tedious  detail  on  the  capa- 
city of  the  country  for  improvements.  There  is  a 
general  knowledge  on  this  sobject,  which  we  all 
equally  possess;  waters,  we  know,  may  be  con- 
nected by  short  portages  in  instances  innumera- 
ble ;  the  country  (if  f  may  be  allowed  the  expres- 
sion) can  be  converted  into  convenient  islands, 
each  containing  a  capacity  within  itself  of  water 
communications,  traversing  in  almost  every  di- 
rection. 

Our  general  koowledee  on  this  subject  is  derived 
from  various  sources ;  from  the  valuable  maps  of 
the  country,  and  in  some  instances  from  actual 
surveys;  from  reports  made  by  the  heads  of  De- 
partnients;  from  various  reports  in  the  Senate  and 
this  House,  and  from  proceedings  and  writings  in 
many  of  the  States.  I  will  trouble  the  Commit- 
tee with  the  reading  only  of  a  single  extract  from 
one  document-^I  mean  the  President's  Message 
accompanying  his  rejection  of  the  Cumberland 
Road  bill.    (Mr.  H.  then  read  as  follows:) 

"  1  think  I  may  venture  to  afiirm,  that  there  is  no 
pari  of  our  globe,  comprehending  so  many  degrees  of 
latitude  on  the  main  ocean,  and  so  many  degrees  of 
longitude  into  the  interior,  that  admits  of  such  great 
improvement,  and  at  so  little  expense.  The  Atlantic 
on  the  one  side,  and  the  lakes,  forming  almost  inland 
seas,  on  the  other,  separated  by  high  mountains,  which 
rise  in  the  vsUey  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  terminate 
in  that  of  the  Mississippi,  traversing  from  North  to 
South  almost  the  whole  interior,  with  innumerable 
rivers  on  every  side  of  these  mountains,  some  of  vast 
extent,  many  of  which  take  their  sources  near  to  each 
other,  give  the  great  outline." 

It  is  the  desiffu  of  the  bill  to  obtain  accurate  in- 
formation, with  pjlans  and  estimates,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  commencing  a  general  system  of  internal 
improvement.  The  committee  which  reported  the 
bill,  at  the  last  session,  selected  some  ot  the  most 
prominent  objects,  leaving  a  discretionary  power 
with  the  President  to  cause  plans  and  estimates 
to  be  made  in  any  other  place?  which  he  mi||[ht 
deem  important,  in  a  commercial  or  military  point 
of  view. 

This  is  a  part  of  the  subject  which  will  present 
difficulties  and  create  local  jealousies ;  as  every 
portion  of  the  country  cannot  apparently  be  ben- 
efited alike.  But  such  obstacles  most  be  subdued 
by  the  ^ood  sense  and  dispassionate  deliberation 
of  those  in  power.  It  will,  however,  be  recollect- 
ed, that  the  object  now  is  merely  to  obtain  infor- 
mation to  enable  a  future  Congress  to  say  when 
and  where  the  works  shall  be  commenced. 

Many  improvements  have  been  made  by  the 
States,  and  many  more,  doubtless,  will  be  made ; 
but  the  great  and  national  objects  never  can  be 
perfected  by  the  States.  They  must  be  performed 
by  the  General  Government,  or  never  come  into 
eziatence.    The  President,  in  his  Message,  has 
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Tery  forcibly  illustrated  this  view  of  the  subject. 
It  is  as  follows : 

**  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  improvements  for  great 
national  pnrpoees  would  be  better  made  by  the  N*- 
tional  Government,  than  by  the  governments  of  the 
several  States.  Our  experience  prior  to  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution,  demonstrated  that,  in  the  exer- 
cise, by  the  individual  States,  of  most  of  the  powers 
granted  to  the  United  States,  a  contracted  rivalry  of 
interest  and  misapplied  jealousy  of  each  other,  had  an 
important  influence  on  all  their  measures,  to  Uie  great 
injury  of  the  whole.  This  was  practically  exemplified 
by  the  regulations  which  they  severally  made  of  their 
commerce  with  foreign  nations  and  witii  each  other. 
It  was  this  utter  incapacity  in  the  State  governments, 
proceeding  from  these  and  other  causes,  to  act  as  a 
nation  and  to  perform  all  the  duties  which  a  nation 
owed  to  itself,  under  any  system  which  left  the  Gen- 
eral Government  dependent  on  the  States,  which  pro- 
duced the  transfer  of  these  powers  to  the  United 
States,  by  the  establishment  of  the  present  Constitu- 
tion. The  reasoning  which  was  applicable  to  the 
grant  of  any  of  the  powers  now  vested  in  Congress, 
is  likewise  90,  at  least  to  a  certain  ezteat,  to  that  in 
question.  It  is  natural  that  the  States,  individually, 
in  making  improvements,  should  look  to  their  partic- 
ular and  local  interests.  The  members  composing 
their  respective  Legislatures  represent  the  people  of 
each  Sute  only,  and  might  not  feel  themselves  at  lib- 
erty to  look  at  objects  in  these  respects  beyond  that 
limit  If  the  resources  of  the  Union  were  to  be  brought 
into  operation  under  the  direction  of  the  State  Assem- 
blies, or  in  concert  with  them,  it  may  be  apprehended 
that  every  measure  would  become  the  object  of  nego- 
tistion,  or  bargain,  or  barter,^ much  to  the  disadvantage 
of  the  system,  as  well  as  discredit  of  both  govem- 
menta.  But  Congress  would  look  to  the  Whole,  and 
make  improvements  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
whole. 

**  It  is  the  peculiar  felicity  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ment, that,  while  it  will  enable  the  United  Sutes  to 
accomplish  every  national  object,  the  improvements 
made  with  that  view  will  eminently  promote  the  wel- 
fare of  the  individual  States,  who  may  also  add  such 
others  as  their  own  particular  interests  may  reqwre." 

Nothing  can  be  more  judicious  and  enlightened 
than  the  remarks  of  the  President  throughout,  in 
favor  of  the  expediency  of  commencing  improve- 
ments by  the  General  Government. 

Roads,  to  be  made  by  the  General  Government, 
would  be  but  few,  and  these  leading  to  the  ex- 
tremities of  the  Union ;  and  such  others  as  may 
be  necessary  for  military  purposes.  We  have  a 
road  over  the  Alleghany  mountain^  to  the  West, 
which  can  be  extended  to  the  Mississippi ;  aofd  it 
appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  exceedingly  useful 
to  have  a  road  to  the  southwest,  leading  from  the 
city  of  Washington  to  New  Orleans.  The  dis- 
tance would  be  about  one  thousand  miles.  Of  the 
expense  I  can  form  no  estimate.  I  presume  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  wajr*  a  good  road  could  be 
made  without  being  tumpiked.  But  the  greatest 
aid  required  of  the  General  Government  would  be 
in  malting  canals,  and  improving  the  beds  of 
rivers. 

The  difference  in  the  expense  between  land  and  I 
water  carriage  is  almost  ineonceivaUe.    A  barrel  I 


of  flour  can  be  carried  from  Philaddphia  to  £q|- 
land  for  half  a  dollar,  three  thousaiMl  miles;  nt 
to  Pittsburg,  along  a  turnpike  road,  about  a  tadi 
part  of  the  distance,  it  would  cost  fife  doUaa 
The  same  proportion,  nearly,  would  beexperieDcd 
as  to  the  carnage  of  cotton,  iron,  hemp,  tobieoa 
and  all  bulky  articles,  as  well  as  in  the  case  of 
many  manutactured  articles.  The  reason  of  the 
vast  difference  in  the  expense  of  carriage,  by  roads 
and  canals,  Mr.  Fulton  told  us,  is  obvious  to 
every  one  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  reflect, 
that,  on  a  road  of  the  best  kind,  foor  horses,  ud 
sometimes  five,  are  necessary  to  transpon  onl? 
three  tons ;  but  on  a  canal,  one  hoise  will  dnv 
twenty-five  tons,  and  thus  perform  the  work  of 
forty  horses:  the  saving  being  in  the  ralueoftbe 
horses,  the  feeding,  wagons,  and  attendaDce. 

There  is  an  inlerestins  detail  on  the  subject  of 
canals  in  a  number  of  a  lateEdinbUfgh  Eacycb- 
pedia,  which  I  am  sorry  is  not  in  the  Libnff. 
A  history  is  there  given  of  the  rise  and  progress 
of  all  canals  that  are  known  of  in  th«  worif 
The  people  of  England,  after  otperienciogilieir 
advantages,  are  astonished  at  the  delaj  that  bad 
taken  place  before  their  commeaeement 

In  tne  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Gewge  111. 
the  ficst  charter  was  granted  to  the  Du^  d 
Bridgewater ;  and  this  canal  yields  now  ;£SO,OOC> 
per  annum ;  and  such  was  the  rapid  gtort^  of 
ca&als  in  Eogland,  allter  knowing  their  beoe&is, 
that  George  III.  lived  to  see  more  thaa  a  bondred 
completed.  If  the  Gorernment  had  participated 
in  the  profits  arising  from  caaals,  it  woaU  ban 
added  to  her  resources  an  immense  reveBue.  We 
should  take  advantage  of  the  oversight  of  £b||- 
land  in  this  respect,  and  engage  in  works  of  m- 
ity.  by  which  the  best  interests  of  the  citizeas 
will  be  promoted,  and  the  revenue  of  the  couatiT 
permanently  increased.  The  book  I  hare  aliaded 
to,  states  that  more  than  2,400  miles  of  cisaiiiog 
have  been  cooi^tefi,  and  that  searcelrafif  dis- 
trict of  country  is  more  thaa  fifteen  miusiroma 
water  communication.  Since  tiien,  the  CaU^o- 
nian  canal  has  been  fioished,  opcniog  aeoiama- 
nication  between  the  eastern  and  wtttera  sc^ 
thereby  avoiding  the  dangerous  navigation  of  tbe 
Pentland  Frith,  or  the  channel.  This  is  a  wort 
of  magnitude,  resembling,  and  perhaps  supenor 
to  the  canal  of  of  Languedoc,  in  Fraaee,  wblcb 
joins  the  ocean  with  the  Mediterianeta.  Tbe 
royal  canal  from  Canton  to  Pekia,  is  825  m& 
Ipn^.  But  what  appears  to  me  to  be  morcotia- 
ordmary,  and  worthy  of  admiration  iS)  thatHol'^ 
land,  with  a  populataoo  of  one-third  of  thai  & 
England,  has  expended  more  than  three  hvadred 
millions  of  pounds  sterling  in  public  impio^^ 
ments, 

I  beg  leave  here  to  call  the  attention  of  (be 
Committee  to  the  prices  of  canal  stock,  tv^ 
from  the  European  Masazine,  for  1830.  U  o^ 
tains  the  original  cost  of  shares,  the  preseatpnc^ 
and  the  annual  dividends,  of  a  few  of  tbe  Bri^ 
canals : 

Cost.  Prss'tpcicss.  Ano'i^'^- 

Birmingham  -  4CS6         £tt5  ^ 

Chesterfield        -       -    100  190  ^ 
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CotU  PietH  prices*  AnoM  diY*d. 
CoTenlry   -       -        -    100  999  44 

Erewiih    -        -        -100  1,000  68 

Grand  Junction  -        -    100  218  9 

Leedi  and  Liverpool  -    100  27S  10 

LeicNter    -        -        -    100  260  10 

OiM      -       -        -    100  640  82 

Sufibrdthire  db  Wor- 
cester    -        •        -    100  642  40 
Trent  and  lUmey      -800              900  76 
Warwick  6c  Birming* 

litoi       -        -        -    100  210  11 

Warakk  and  Ntpton     100  236  10  10 

LoDfblwroiifb  2,400  119 

Milton  and  Newbarj  170  8  10 

Mcney  and  Ifprell  660  80  00 

The  first  price  of  the  three  la^t  are  not  given 
but  I  am  inlormed  that  it  was  XlOO  each.  Bach 
ezorbitaDt  gain  cottld  not  be  expected  here  for  a 
considerable  time,  bat  large  profits,  in  some  in- 
stances, aiigbt  reasonably  be  calculated  upon. 
The  profits  of  the  New  York  oaaals,  it  is  sup- 
posed, will  in  a  few  years  extinguish  the  eipense 
of  the  works,  and  afterwards  yield  an  annual  rev- 
enue of  more  than  a  nuUion.  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  believing,  that  a  canal  along  the  Atlantic 
coast  would  produce  loore  than  six  per  cent,  im- 
mediately after  its  completion,  and,  in  a  few  yearsj 
rise  a  third  in  value. 

It  is  iiated,  in  Mr.  Qalktin's  veport,  that  an 
ialind  navisaiioD^  from  MasMchosetCs  to  the  ex- 
tremity of  Georgia,  is  interrupted  onij  by  *foar 
neebof  hiad,-  wntch  are  the  isthmus  of  Barnsta- 
ble; that  part  of  New  Jersey,  which  extends  fVom 
the  Raritan  to  the  Delaware ;  the  peninsula  be- 
tween the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake,  and  the 
low  and  marshy  tract  which  divides  the  Chesa- 
peike  from  Ainemarle  Sound.  The  Massachu- 
«tu canal  would  be  about  26  miles;  the  New 
)«ne]r88,  and  each  of  the  two  southern  canals 
20  mties,  making  altogether  less  than  a  hundred 
miles.  The  expense  of  making  these  canals  is 
estimated  at  about  three  millions  of  dollars.  One 
of  the  canals  alluded  to  in  the  report  has  been 
completed  last  Fall,  tinder  the  superintendence  of 
some  of  the  corps  of  engineers.  It  is  the  Dismal 
Swamp  canaly  which  is  twenty-two  and  a  quarter 
foUes  m  length ;  in  breadth  thirty-eicht  feet  at 
the  sur&ce  of  the  water,  and  in  depth  six  feet. 
It  b  the  first  oanal  in  Aoiecica  that  is  calculated 
for  sloop  navigRtioo,  and  is  sufficient  for  the 
^OBHnoa  sized  eraft  that  navigate  thoae  waters, 
ftod  will  admit  ▼easels  to  pass  through  the  locks 
with  mj  or  aerenty  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  or 
oeeriy  800  barrels  of  flour,  with  their  masts 
standing. 

Its  south  end  teroynates  at  Joice's  creek,  which 
empties  into  the  Paifaotank  river,  30  miles  from 
its  mouth,  at  Albemarle  sound. 

This  canal  is  of  great  importance,  as  being  a 
ink  in  the  contemplated  Atlantic  canals,  and 
leaves  the  distance  now  to  be  canalled.  from  Bos- 
'00  to  Georgia,  at  leas  than  eighty  miles ;  and  in 
x>Qveraation  with  a  gentleman  of  intelligence  it 
us  been  stated  to  me  as  a  probable  fact,  that  from 
Georgia  to  New  Orleans,  it  would  not  be  neoes- 
ary  to  canal  more  than  a  hundred  miles.    If  this 
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is  correct,  f  of  which  I  am  entirely  ignorant,}  it 
would  cost  out  about  five  millions  of  dollars,  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Grallatin's  estimates,  to  have  a 
complete  inland  navigation  from  Boston  to  New 
Orleans — the  Dismal  Swamp  canal  being  already 
finished ;  a  sum  not  double  the  excess  in  the 
Treasury,  over  what  was  anticipated  for  the  pres- 
ent year. 

Of  the  utility  of  such  a  navigation  I  need  not 
speak  at  large ;  it  wotUd  avoid  me  dan^rons  pas- 
sage round  Capes  Hatteras  and  Flonda,  where 
we  are  exposed  to  risks,  and  experience  many 
wrecks.  It  wotdd  be  the  safe  passa^  for  South- 
ern produce  to  reach  the  mantuactucing  markets ; 
and  m  times  of  hostility  it  would  give  celerity  to 
the  movement  of  troops,  and  all  the  munitions  of 
war ;  indeed,  the  only  appropriate  phrase  which 
can  be  applied  to  it,  is,  that  the  advantages  to  the 
country  would  be  incalculable. 

From  Cumberland,  on  the  Potomac,  to  the  tide 
waters  at  the  City  of  Washington,  is  about  one 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  miles  by  the  river,  and 
a  lock  navigation  ;  the  whole  dtstance  can  be  ef- 
fected, according  to  the  estimate  of  the  comlnis- 
sioners  appointed  by  the  States  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  at  an  expense  of  about  one  million  six 
hundred  dollars ;  the  Potomac  and  the  Youghiog- 
any  river,  which  empties  into  the  Ohio,  approach 
each  other  within  the  short  distance  of  two  miles. 
All  the  objects  contemplated  by  the  bill,  and  many 
others,  are  of  great  and  striking  importance,  and 
would  be  of  mutual  advantage  to  the  Western  and 
Atlantic  States.  The  expense  of  oiakiag  them 
would  be  inconsiderable,  compared  with  tMir  na- 
tional utility.  We  need  not  be  dismayed  at  the 
magnitude  of  these  undertakings ;  time  and  labor 
will  overcome  them.  Pennsylvania  has  made 
more  tvnpike  roads  than  would  reach  half-way 
from  here  to  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

The  whole  of  the  obiects  contemplated  in  the 
bill,  comparatively  speaaiog,  are  not  equal  to  the 
undertakings  in  New  York,  which  are  nearly  com- 
pleted* These  New  York  works  are  of  high  im- 
Sortance  to  the  nation ;  they  show  what  can  be 
one ;  and  that  a  government,  with  proper  man- 
agcBient,  can  execute  great  works  with  despatch 
and.economy^  They  Mve  aflforded,  moreorer,  the 
most  valuable  experience  in  the  science  of  engi- 
neering. 

For  many,  reasons,  the  committee  that  reported 
the  bill  at  the  last  session,  supposed  that  the  in- 
formation can  be  more  satisfactorily  obtained  by 
the  corps  of  engineers  than  from  any  other  source. 
They  are  a  weU  disciplined  and  organized  bod]^, 
and  are  composed  of  the  most  capable  of  our  sci- 
entific men ;  audit  belongs  peculiarly  to  the  topo- 
graphical corps  to  explore  the  country,  and  to 
give  accurate  knowledge  of  such  parts  as  may 
e  deemed  necessary,  by  actual  surveys.  In  this 
manner,  a  similar  corps  has  been  employed  in 
France ;  through  which  every  necessary  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  face  of  the  country  is  acquir- 
ed, and  deposited  in  what  is  called  their  military 
bureau.  The  corps  of  engineers,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  two  civil  engineers,  and  the  aid  of  others 
who  can  be  detailed  to  do  duty  in  that  corps,  are 
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believed,  by  those  best  acquainted  with  the  subject, 
to  be  sufficient.  They  proceed  by  a  regular  sys- 
tem, and  report  monthly.  Young  cadets,  as  they 
leave  the  Military  Academy,  could  be  employed 
— ^it  will  give  them  experience,  and  advance  their 
usefulness  to  their  country.  It  will  render  the 
science  appertaining  to  the  engineer  department 
more  perfect  and  extensive,  and  obviate  the  ne- 
cessity of  employing  foreign  engineern. 

There  are  farther  inducements,  as  it  respects 
econoiny.  They  are  already  in  tne  employment 
of  the  Gfovernment,  and  can  have  no  motive  to 
procrastinate  the  work ;  they  can  be  actuated  by  no 
other  motive  than  an  honorable  ambition  to  estab- 
lish their  own  reputation,  and  to  show  that  their 
institution  is  valuable  to  their  country.  It  is  the 
practice  to  allow  them  but  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents  per  diem  beyond  their  usual  compensation, 
which  is  merely  to  meet  occasional  expenses.  The 
difference  of  expense  in  obtaining  the  information 
by  the  corps  of  engineers,  or  by  commissioners,  or 
common  surveyors,  would  be  exceedingly  jgreat. 
The  information  would  be  useful  to  the  States 
who  have  not  the  same  economical  means  of  ac- 
quiring it. 

As  to  the  execution  of  a  system  of  internal  im- 
provement, it  is  cordially  agreed  that  great  na- 
tional benefits  would  inevitably  flow  from  it ;  and 
it  must  be  as  satisfactorily  believed,  from  the  ex- 
amples of  other  nations,  that  the  natural  advant- 
ages of  this  country  will  at  some  period  be  enjoy- 
ed. It  therefore  appears  to  me,  that  the  single 
question,  in  relation  to  this  interesting  subject,  is, 
when  shall  we  begin  ?  When  shall  we  obtain 
our  own  consent  to  reap  these  advantages  ? 

Some  entertain  the  opinion  that  it  is  too  soon. 
On  this  head,  we  have  opinions  from  quarters  that 
are  entitled  to  our  highest  respect.  In  1807,  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  was  directed  to  this  sub* 
ject,  and  Mr.  Gallatin's  celebrated  report  was 
made  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  that  body, 
in  which  he  recommended  the  very  measure  now 
contemplated  by  the  bill  on  your  table.  The  fol- 
lowing is  an  extract: 

**  As  an  important  basii  of  the  g enaral  system,  an 
immediate  authority  might  also  be  given  to  take  th» 
survaya  and  levels  of  the  rontea  of  the  moat  important 
roads  and  canaU,  which  are  contemplated ;  a  work 
always  nsefol,  and  by  which  the  practicability  and  ex- 
pense of  the  undertakings  would  be  ascertained  with 
much  more  correctness  than  in  this  report.  A  mode- 
rate appropriation  would  be  sufficient  for  these  aeveral 
objects. ' 

Able  reports  have  been  made  in  the  Senate,  at 
different  times,  in  favor  of  commencing  some  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvement. 

In  1817,  a  bill  passed  both  branches  of  the  Le- 
gislature, which  was  rejected  by  President  IVIadi- 
The  object  of  the  bill  was  to  set  apart  and 
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from  the  shares  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stiib 
were  to  be  pledged  during  twenty  years,  which 
was  the  whole  period  of  the  charter.  The  moDcy 
was  to  be  applied  as  Congress,  with  the  con^eD: 
of  the  States,  should  by  law  direct  The  prop(»- 
tion  to  be  expended  on  the  objects  h  each  Suu 
was  to  be  in  the  ratio  of  its  representatioa  in  (he 
most  numerous  branch  of  the  National  Legisla- 
ture. This  bill,  as  is  well  known,  did  not,  on  the 
reconsideration,  obtain  the  Constitotional  ma- 
jority. 

In  the  first  and  second  sessions  of  the  Poor- 
teenth  Congress,  President  Madison  recommended, 
in  stronff  terms,  the  subject  of  interotl  iinproTe* 
ment.  In  the  first  session  of  the  Fifteenth  Ccs- 
l^ress,  President  Monroe  speaks  on  the  same  sdr 
ject  with  even  more  enthusiasm,  and  thinks  thiL 
to  secure  the  object,  the  Constitution  ought  to  be 
changed. 

In  1818,  this  House  adopted  two  resolutioos  oa 
the  subject,  which  I  will  read: 

^Eeeohei,  TbattheSeeretaiyof  Warbeioftnctiil 
to  report  to  this  Hoose,  at  the  ensoing  seMoa  o^ 
Congresa,  a  plan  for  the  application  of  sndi  ibmm  u 
are  in  the  power  of  Congreaa,  for  the  purpose  of  opts* 
ing  and  cooatnicting  audi  roads  andcanabiimj 
deaerre  and  require  the  aid  of  GovenuiMst,wiUit 
view  to  military  operationa  in  time  of  war;  ihetnof 
portation  of  munitiona  of  war,  and  the  more  eoopleu 
defence  of  the  United  States ;  and,  aiao,  a  «utcncDt 
of  the  nature  of  the  worka  above  maatioaed,  which 
have  been  commenced ;  the  ptogroas  whadi  has  beia 
made ;  and  the  means  and  pro^eet  of  thair  conpl^ 
tion ;  and  together  with  auch  informatioa  at  in  lii 
opinion  of  the  Secretary  shall  be  material  io  nltUM 
to  the  objects  of  this  reaolution. 

"lUaoiwed^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Tnttouy  be  »• 
atmcied  to  prepare  and  report  to  thU  House,  at  Iheiz 
next  sesaion,  a  plan  for  the  application  of  rach  mnst 
as  are  within  the  power  of  Congress  to  the  forfom  of 
opening  and  improving  roads,  and  making  cuaif  t^ 
gather  with  a  atatement  of  the  undertakisgi  of  tbit 
nature,  which,  as  objects  of  public  improveocat,  miY 
require  and  deaerve  the  aid  of  the  Governiaeot;  ukL 
also,  a  statement  of  works  of  the  natora  abore  met- 
ttoned,  which  have  been  commenced;  the  progns 
which  baa  been  made  in  them ;  the  means  and  pro*- 
pectii  of  their  being  completed  ;  the  poMic  imprtlv^ 
menia  carried  on  by  States,  or  by  conpanies,  or  to- 
oorporations,  which  have  been  aaaociatadl  fi>r  nA 
pnrpoaes,  to  which  it  may  be  deemed  ezpediwt  to 
anbeeribciy  or  aflbid  aaaistance ;  the  tarma  and  ooedi- 
tiona  of  anch  associations,  and  the  atata  of  their  feodi: 
and  anch  information  aa  in  the  opinion  of  the  8ecf^ 
tary  ahall  be  material  in  relation  to  the  objects  of  ibu 
resolution.*' 


pledge  a  fund  for  the  construction  of  roads  and 
canals,  and  improving  the  navigation  of  water 
courses,  in  order  to  facilitate,  promote,  and  give 
security  to  internal  commerce  among  the  several 
States ;  and  to  render  more  easy,  and  less  expen- 
sive, the  means  and  provisions  necessary  for  the 
commoii  defence.    For  this  purpose,  the  dividends 


In  obedience  to  the  first  4Molution,  the  Seat- 
tary  of  War  made  a  very  itibiiijting  report  to tk 
next  session  of  Congress,  strongly  enforcisg  tbe 
policy  of  the  measure. 

The  patriotic  resolutions  from  the  Legistatarr 
of  Maryland,  a  few  days  ago  presented  to  tb 
House,  furnish  evidence  that  the  public  spinidt 
the  country  is  rapidly  advancing  m  favor  of  is- 
ternal  improvements.  And,  in  addition  to  all  i^^ 
after  pts  mature  deliberation  as  any  man  ^}^ 
bestow  on  any  subject,  the  present  Chid'  Mag^ 
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trate,  in  his  Message  accompanying  his  rejection 
of  the  Camberiand  Road  bill,  sires  us  his  ane- 
quiTOcai  opinion  in  these  words:  "It  is  of  the 
^  highest  importance  that  this  c|aestion  should  be 
<  settled.  Ii  the  right  exists,  it  ought  forthwith 
*  to  he  exercised." 

From  ail  these  respectable  authorities,  I  think 
it  will  not  be  rash  in  me  to  say,  that,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  a  majority  of  this  nation,  the  time  has 
arrived  when  a  system  of  internal  improvements, 
by  the  General  Gorernment,  ought  to  be  com- 
meoced.  • 

The  finances  of  the  country,  it  is  said  by  some, 
are  ioadeqoate,  at  the  present  moment ;  but  it  is 
my  opinion  that  we  cannot  select  a  better  plan  of 
improTlDg  the  funds  of  the  country,  than  by  im- 
proriDg  the  country  itself.  The  Talue  of  the 
whole  would  be  increased,  and  a  capacity  given 
to  the  whole  to  make  greater  exertions ;  more  ac- 
drity  woald  be  em^oyed,  and  more  produce 
raised.  The  redemption  of  the  public  debt  would 
be  accelerated,  if  I  am  not  greatlv  mistaken.  If 
the  money,  as  it  is  wanted,  should  be  borrowed, 
the  amoant  would  bear  no  comparison  to  the  ben- 
efits which  the  public  would  derive  from  it  It 
seems  to  be  an  indisputable  fact,  that  more  money 
was  expended  during  the  last  war,  for  the  want  of 
?ood  roads  and  canals,  than  would  be  sufficient  to 
complete  all  the  permanent  improvements  that  are 
essentially  necessary. 

The  improvements  must  be  a  work  of  time ; 
iarge  soms  would  not  be  wanted  at  any  one  pe- 
riod; and  if  proper  objects  are  selected  in  the  be- 
ginning, a  revenue  will  be  coming  in  long  before 
the  whole  is  completed.  The  public  expenditures 
I'oald  be  spread  over  a  period  of  fifteen  or  twenty 
fears,  and  if,  during  that  time,  the  General  Gov- 
^ment,  with  the  aid  to  be  derived  from  incor^ 
porated  companies,  would  expend  twenty  or 
[wenty-fiire  millions,  most  of  the  prominent  ob- 
jects of  internal  improvement  would  be  accom- 
plished. 

The  committee  who  brought  in  the  bill,  have 
adopted  what,  in  their  opinion,  is  the  only  true 
plan.  It  is,  to  procure,  in  the  first  instance,  the 
most  accurate  information  that  can  be  acquired 
}o  the  sabjeet,  by  the  scientific  men  of  the  coun- 
^'  For  the  commencement  of  the  proposed  sys- 
^,  there  will  be  no  immediate  demand  on  the 
rreasury  for  any  large  sum ;  twenty  or  twenty- 
Ue  thousand  dollars  will  be  sufficient,  and  this 
i^ll  be  divided  between  three  or  four  years.  It 
lyould  consume  that  period  to  obtain  the  informa- 
tion. As  the  plan  progresses,  Congress  can  decide 
l)et(er  of  the  correctness  of  the  measure  than  now, 
ind  they  can  discontinue  or  pursue  it  at  their 
>ieasDre. 

The  appropriation  cannot  be  exceeded;  and  if 
t  will  not  be  sufficient  to  accomplish  all  the  ob- 
ects  contemplated,  the  parts  executed  will  be  val- 
^ble.  It  is  not  like  the  case  of  a  fortification,  or 
he  bailding  of  a  ship ;  there,  the  whole  must  be 
>ompleted,  or  the  nnnntshed  part  will  be  lost ;  but, 
IS  respects  this  species  of  information,  stop  at  any 
H>mt  you  please,  and  the  part  executed  will  be 
Hefal. 


If  the  whole  information  desired  should  be'  ob- 
tained, it  will  place  the  subject  fairly  before  the 
people,  and  give  them  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  capacity  of  the  country  for  internal  improve- 
ments, together  with  the  plans  and  estimated  ex- 
penses. They  will  then  be  able  to  decide  what  is 
best  to  be  done ;  whether  the  prosecution  of  the 
works  could  be  commenced  without  effecting  any 
change  in  the  Constitution ;  if  not,  whether  an 
amendment  ought  to  be  made  to  it.  It  would  con- 
sume three  or  four  years  to  obtain  the  informa- 
tion, and  in  the  mean  time,  we  could  form  a  more 
correct  opinion  than  at  present,  as  to  the  perma- 
nent state  of  the  Treasury. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  informs  us,  in 
his  report,  that,  if  the  existing  tariff  shall,  during 
the  present  session  of  Congress,  be  judiciously  re- 
vised^ for  the  purpose  of  auffinentin^  the  revenue, 
that  It  will  not  only  be  anoiply  sufficient  to  defray 
all  the  demands  upon  the  Treasurv,  at  present  ati- 
thorized  bv  law,  but  that  there  will  remain  an  an- 
nual surplu2«.  subject  to  such  disposition,  for  the 
promotion  or  the  public  welfare,  as  the  wisdom  of 
Congress  mav  direct.  But,  perhaps  in  a  few 
years,  we  shall  see  the  necessity  of  looking  for  a 
portion  of  the  revenue  from  some  source  indepen- 
dent of  the  imposts. 

When  we  r«fiect  that  we  enjoy^  almost  every 
degree  of  climate,  with  a  population  of  ten  mil- 
lions, and  an  annual  increase  of  nearly  half  a 
million,  we  roust  calculate  upon  an  increase  of 
productions  of  every  description,  both  raw  and 
manufactured.  The  duties  on  sugar,  coffee,  mo- 
lasses, and  lead,  amount  to  about  two  and  a  half 
millions.  It  is  very  probable  that  there  will  be  a 
diminution  on  these  articles.  The  country  is  ca- 
pable of  making  lead,  sugar,  and  molasses^  per- 
naps,  equal  to  the  extent  of  our  consumption. 
Coffee,  it  is  believed,  can  be  raised,  and,  as  the 
tree  comes  to  maturity  in  a  few  years,  the  experi- 
ment can  be  soon  made.  Many  of  the  tropical 
productions  can  be  raised  in  the  southern  climates. 
Feter  S.  Chazotte  and  others,  in  behalf  of  the 
American  Coffee-Land  Association,  petitioned 
Congress  at  the  last  session ;  they  wished  to  pur- 
chase a  :tmall  island  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
eofiee ;  thev  offered  the  minimum  price,  and  to  pay 
for  the  land  as  soon  as  the  patents  should  be  made 
to  them.  A  hundred  families  belong  to  the  Asso- 
ciation. The  agents  of  the  Association  had  taken 
much  pains  to  explore  the  country,  and  had  been 
well  acquainted  with  the  cultivation  of  coflbe  in 
the  West  Indies.  The  island  they  wished  to  pur- 
chase is  called  Key  Largo ;  it  is  connected  with 
the  main  land  by  a  narrow  isthmus,  and  is  situated 
between  latitudes  25"*  5&  and  25°  12^,  and  contains 
about  twenty-fpur  thousand  acres  of  land ;  twenty- 
three  thousand  of  which  is  supposed  to  be  fit  for 
cultivation.  From  the  most  respectable  source,  I 
have  learned,  that  parts  of  the  soil  and  climate  of 
Florida  are  suitable  to  many  productions,  such  as 
cotton^  sugar  cane,  indigo,  tobacco,  resembling 
that  of  Cuba,  oranges,  p^rapes.  olives,  and  many 
other  descriptions  of  fruits,  and  that  cochineal  is 
found  in  abundance. 

The  manufactories  of  the  country  are  evidently 


616 


HISTQRT  OF  CONaRBBS- 


616 


H.  OP  R. 


Internal  Lnprovementa, 


Jamcait,  1823. 


iDcrpsiog :  and  this  will  xnake  a  slow  but  grad- 
ual impression  on  the  imports.  It  ought  to  m  the 
policy  of  ever^  country  to  keep  the  balance  of 
trade  as  much  m  its  own  favor  as  possible,  as  that 
brings  into  the  country  more  gold  and  silver  than 
is  carried  out. 

It  is  true,  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
satisfactorily  explained^  that  the  real  balance  of 
trade  cannot  be  ascertamed,  by  looking  at  the  ta- 
ble of  exports  and  imports;  and  he  has  added  to 
the  exDorts,  the  profits  of  the  trade  of  the  North- 
west Coast  and  Pacific  ocean,  as  thev  arise  prin- 
cipally from  labor  and  enterprise.  This,  I  think, 
is  correct,  except  as  regards  the  labor,  which,  to 
its  amount  in  value,  is  equal  to  ^old  apd  silver; 
labor  being  the  source  of  productions.  With  the 
same  exceptions,'  I  think  he  might  fairly  have 
added  the  profits  arising  from  that  part  of  com- 
merce which  consists  in  the  exportation  of  foreign 
articles ;  .as,  with  the  profits  earned,  foreign  mer- 
chandise can  be  purchased,  without  taking  gold 
or  silver  from  the  country;  and  this  trade  has 
he^n  considerable,  and  has  amounted  to  upwards 
of  twenty  millions  in  one  year.  And,  under  the 
same  restriction,  the  profits  arising  from  every 
species  of  indirect  trade,  mijght  be  considered  as 
exports ;  but  a  loss  in  any  or  those  trades,  would 
have  a  contrary  efiect 

If,  however,  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  the  real 
balance  of  trade,  one  thin^  is  certain,  and  that  is, 
that  any  measure  which  is  calculated  to  increase 
the  productions  and  manufactures  of  the  country, 
mvist  have  a  tendency  to  keej)  the  balance  of  trade 
in  our  favor,  as  it  will  inevitably  lessen  the  im- 
portation for  home  consumption.  The  slight 
chanse  in  foreign  commerce,  which  might  be  pro- 
duced, would  simultaneously  be  supplied  in  the 
home  market;  and,  at  no  distant  day,  an  increase 
of  commerce  might  be  anticipated  in  the  exporta- 
tion of  manufactured  articles. 

.Such  a  state,  in  our  national  aflkirs,  would  not 
affect  the  carrying  trade,  if  we  should  ever  again 
have  an  opportunity  of  enjoying  it ;  npr  that  part 
of  commerce  which  consists  in  the  exportation  of 
foreign  articles;  nor  the  trade  of  the  Northwest 
Coast  and  the  Pacific  ocean.  It  could  onlv  have 
the  salutary  effect  of  lessening  the  importation  for 
home  consumption.  Such  a  state  or  internal  af- 
fairs would  give  a  certain  level  and  stability  to 
all  the  pursuits  of  industry,  which  could  not  ea- 
sily be  disturbed  by  the  fiuctuations  of  foreign 
,  Powers. 

Safe  and  cheap  communication  over  our  exten- 
sive country,  by  good  roads  and  canals,  are  the 
best  and  surest  means  of  bringing  us  to  this  state 
of  real  independence  and  prosperity ;  the  resources 
of  the  country  would  be  comnletely  developed, 
which  would  make  commerce  floiirisn  as  mucn  as 
any  other  branch  of  industry.  The  raw  materials 
of  the  South  and  West  could  be  transported,  at 
a  reasonable  expense,  to  be  manufactured  in  the 
Eastern  and  Middle  States,  where  manufactories 
will  first  arrive  at  perfection,  on  account  of  the 
density  of  population — ^no  part  of  this  Union 
would  be  more  benefited  by  this  measure  than 
New  England. 


The  internal  trade  of  a  country  becomes  pro- 
digious, when  properly  encourages ;  and  it  is  al- 
lowed by  the  ablest  political  writers  to  be  the 
safest  and  most  profitable  trade  that  can  be  carried 
on ;  customers  are  acquainted  with  each  other, 
and  no  sea  risk  is  incurred.  We  see.akeadv  more 
than  two  thousand  sloops,  of  upwards  of  fifty  ton: 
each,  engaged  in  the  North  river.  In  England 
there  are  more  than  five  hundred  ships,  none  un- 
der two  hundred  tons,  and  many  over  three,  whicl 
are  employed  in  carryins  the  single  article  of  coa 
from  Newcastle  to  London.  In  China,  it  is  sai( 
that,  by  means  of  their  water,  carriage,  their  hom< 
market  is  nearly  equal  to  the  whole  market  o 
Europe. 

To  the  reasons  which  I  have  already  urged. 
will  add  the  one  which,  as  it  regards  the  poEtica 
rights  of  man,  is  nK>re  valuable  than  all  the  rest 
I  mean  the  tendency  of  the  measure  to  the  presei 
vation  of  the  Union ;  and  that  it  will  have  thi 
tendency,  all  statesmen,  who  have  reflected  o 
this  subject,  accord  in  opinion. 

I  hope  tnat  the  States  of  New  Eoglaad  an 
New  York,  will  not  be  indifferi^nt  on  tlusMibjeci 
notwithstanding  their  advanced  state  of  impioTt 
ment.  I  am  persuaded  that  they  will  be  infli 
enced  by  a  generous  policy ;  but,  independent  ( 
these  motives,  they  have  not  arrived  at  perfeciioi 
and,  of  the  expenditures  to  be  made,  thejr  will  er 
joy  their  due  proportion.  I  am  convinced  the 
we  cannot  engage  in  any  great  political  efio 
which  would  be  more  purely  American,  or  whic 
would  better  entitle  us  to  the  thanks  of  posterity, 

In  relation,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  the  Constiti 
tional  question,  I  think  that  even  common  caai 
will  admit  that  it  is  not  involved  on  a  bill  \k 
only  seeks  information.  It  might  as  well  be  sal 
that  we  could  not  appropriate  money  to  bay 
book  or  a  map ;  and  besides,  we  are  m  the  dail 
practice  of  explorins  our  coasts,  and,  in  many  it 
stances,  the  beds  and  courses  of  rivers;  hot  for  fea 
that  it  may  perplex,  or  in  some  shape  infiuenc 
the  fate  of  the  bill,  I  will  beg  the  iadalgence  ( 
the  Committee  while  I  make  a  few  ob^vatloi 
upon  it. 

I  am  as  much  a  friend  of  State  rights  as  I  thin 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  ought  to  be. 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  considering  the  Suu 
as  so  many  pillars  of  the  Qeneral  Oovemmen 
Originally,  this  motion  was  certainly  correct,  bi 
now,  being  expanded  over  so  vast  a  region*  ^^ 
may  prove  its  weakness.  I  do  not  bdiere  th^ 
the  duration  of  this  Union  depends,  in  a  ^^^ 
great  decree,  on  the  sword.  It  will  be  wise.  \ 
say  the  feast,  to  make  every  effort,  in  the  meail 
of  Congress,  to  bring  the  States  as  near  togetb 
as  possible  by  artificial  ties,  and  to  connect  thei 
as  firmly  as  we  can  by  the  powerful  infiuence  ( 
a  profitable  intercourse. 

In  the  discussion  of  a  Constitutional  quesuoi 
we  must  consider  ourselves  as  citizens  of  the  I  si 
ted  Sutes,  as  well  as  of  the  particular  Sta^c^ 
which  we  belong.  The  righu  of  each  shouJii  n 
cherished  with  equal  zeal.  i 

The  Constitution  has  invested  Congitss^^Jj 
certain  enumerated  powers,  and  I  concar  in  ^ 
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oplniov  that  the  common  deflence  and  general 
veifiRof  the  United  States,  is  to  be  obtamed  by 
tke  dae  exectttidn  of  these  powers;  otherwise, 
there irould  be  no  limits.  But  the  framers  of  the' 
Cosstitation  foresaw  that  Congress  would  fre- 
qaeotl^  hate  to  legislate  on  impictftion,  in  rela- 
m  to  these  powers;  and,  to  remove  all  doubts  as 
to  tlie  right  which  I  presume  would  have  existed, 
tti?y  giYe  this  general  power  by  an  express  grant. 
Apovertomafe  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary 
and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing 
povm,  and  all  otner  powers,  vested  by  this  Con- 
mmn  in  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
or  in  any  department  or  office  thereof.  From 
the  Mturc  of  this  power,  no  boundaries  could  be 
^Ten.  It  is  left  on  the  broad  principles  of  genu- 
ine construction.  The  enumerated  powers  were 
acted  opon  by  the  first  Congress;  but  to  give  them 
2reater  efficacy,  and  the  more  fcompletelv  to  put 
niem  into  execution,  the  principal  acts  ol  legisla- 
txD  since  have  been  founded  on  the  constructive 
powers. 

Itis  curious  to  witness  the  alarm  which  is  oc- 
casionally excited  concerning  the  exercise  of  con- 
imtiTc  powers^  when  Congress  is  never  in  ses- 
sion a  week  without  acting  upon  them.  We 
haTf  oolyto  look  at  the  statute  book  for  instances 
-wthe  laws  relating  to  fugitives  who  are  held 
lo  serTice  or  labor  in  any  of  the  States ;  the  laws 
KfQlating  the  carrying  of  the  mail ;  the  Bank  of 
Hie  United  States ;  the  Military  Academy;  light- 
houses, and  trading^  houses  among  the  Indians^ 
«rc4ll  ereaiures  jjf  constructive  power.  So  are 
the  iaws  relating  to  revenue  cutters,  the  navy  hos- 
pitals, pensions,  and  gratuitous  grants  of  money: 
Q<i  in  the  same  class  may  be  placed  the  laws  con- 
cerning Taccination,  and  for  tne  cultivation  of  the 
^«-  By  mere  implication,  throug^h  the  treaty- 
Ettking  power,  territories  have  been  acquired 
'aich  are  large  enough  for  many  empires ;  and 
tefier  the  same  constructive  power  the  inhabit- 
ast^  bate  been  received  into  the  American  family 
aa^made  citizens.  We  do  not  enjoy  our  library|^ 
maps,  cr  stationery,  by  virtue  of  any  express  power. 
*^:  Mr.  Chairman,  we  not  only  make  laws 
which  are  the  mere  ofispriug  of  constructive  poi w- 
«^Tbiitwc  enforce  those  laws  by  high  penalties, 
wdtheancninary  punishtnent  of  death. 

'-ongreR  has  power  to  establish  post  offices  and 
1^1  roads,  and  thiere  is  not  another  word  on  this 
'^ojeci  in  the  Constitution ;  but  Congress  has 
^d  Uws  for  the  carrying  of  the  mail,  and  for 
*  ^wWon  of  these  laws  mail  robbers  have  been 
«iecwed.  My  own  opinion  is,  that  Congress  has 
*nehi  to  protect,  an«l  carry  into  complete  effect, 
JDTlavwhichit  can  constitutionally  make;  but 

spot  'flriih  becoming  deference,  aAer  what  has 
P*^^  m  relation  to  the  Cumberland  road.  In  this 

r^lil  ^^^^*a^<*  j^  it  "  admitted  that  the  road 
J»s  been  made  by  the  General  Government  upon 
^oatitutional  principles.  The  General  Govern- 
tncnt,  then,  rightly  undertakes  to  perform  a  superb 
national  work,  to  connect  two  parts  of  the  coun- 
"Tj  which  are  separated  by  a  high  and  broad 
ni'Jantam,  but  so  feebly  is  she  in  power  that  she 
«annot  protect  the  workmen  from  being  disturbed. 


They  act  under  an  authority  which  is  Constitu- 
tional when  they  put  down  the  stones  to  constrtict 
the  road,  but  the  first  stranger  that  comes  a^ng, 
without  the  danger  of  violating  the  Con stitution^ 
or  any  law  that  could  be' made,  may  take  them 
up  at jpleasure.  The  United  States  cannot  punish 
him,  for  fear  it  would  be  an  infringement  ot^tate 
rights :  to  say  the  least,  I  think  such  an  anomaly 
does  not  attend  anv  other  act  of  the  General  Grov- 
ernment. 

I  think  there  is  an  error  in  the  reasoning  a^^ainst 
the  Cumberland  road  bill,  in  relation  to  tne  juris- 
diction supposed  to  be  necessary,  if  Congress  pos-. 
sesses  power  to  make  roads  and  caHals. 

It  is  oelieved.  if  I  understated  the  Message  r^^ht- 
ly,  that  a  jurisaiction  would  be  acquired  siimlar 
to  that  in  the  ten  miles  square }  or  where  fQrt&  . 
magazines,  or  other  public  buildings  are  erectf«[ 
on  lands  purchased  by  the  consent  of  a  State }  but 
that  would  not  be  the  ease — ^Congress  wouiiioniy 
have  a  protecting  power  over  its  own  law.  Surely 
Congress  can  pa^  laws  to  inflict  a  punishment  fox 
stealing  or  deiacing  the  papers  in  a  custom-house, 
or  the  records  of  a  court;  still,  a  larceny  commit- 
ted by  one  stranger  on  another  in  a  custom-house, 
or  a  court  rooin,  or  even  in  a  mail  coach,  would 
be  only  of  State  cognizance.    The  sea,  for  a  cer- 
tain distance,  belong  to  the  adjaqent  States,  as  a 
part  of  their  domam;  but  such  parts  of  the  sea, . 
and  the  mouths  of  rivers,  are'covered  with  revenue 
cutters,  possessing  high  and  arbitri^ry  powers- 
such  as  boarding  a  vessel  by  force,  ana  nailing 
down  the  hatches-^yet  these  acts,  which  are  mere- 
ly to  protect  an  United  States  la w„.  have  never 
been  considered  as  any  infringem^iit  pn  State 
rights.     Crimes  committed .  on  roads  and  canals, 
made  by  the  General  Government,  would  be  cog- 
nizable in  the  State  courts,  except  such  offences 
as  did  an  injury  to  the  road  or  canal.    Wheii  it 
is  necessary  to  take  private  pronerty  for  pu)ilic 
use,  to  carry  into  execution  any  ot  the  enumerated 
powers,  no  State  jurisdiction  follows.     Crimes 
committed  on  tlie  lands  thus  taken  would  be  cog- 
nizable in  the  State  courts,  unless  it  is  a  cringe  m 
defeating  the  object  of  the  United  States  |aiw.  A^s 
to  the  right  of  taking  private  property  I  will  attend 
to  it  hereafter. 

Congress  has  frequently  sustained  this  flower. 
All  the  acts  ^elating.to  roads  and  can^h  in  the 
new  States  are  in  affirmance  of  it.  It  has' been 
the  constant  practice  to  allow  tp  the  new  States 
five  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  arising  from  the 
sales  of  public  lands,  to  be  laid  out  in  the  construc- 
tion of  roads  and  canals.  Three-fifths  are  gene- 
rally to  be  expended  within  the  States^  and  two- 
fifths  are  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of 
Congress,  in  the  making  of  roads  and  canals  lead- 
ing to  the  States.  Large  sums  are  annually  ex- 
pended in  this  manner,  as  the  sales  often  amount 
to  a  million  and  a  half  per  annum. 

Why  are  these  roads  and  canals  to  be  made 
under  the  direction  of  Congress,  if  Congress  has 
no  substantial  jurisdiction  over  the  subject-m9,t- 
ter  1  Ohio  was  the  first  State  to  which  this  prin- 
ciple was  applied,  at  as  early  a  day  as  1802,  and 
since  that  nearly  two  millions  of  dollars  have  been 
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expended  on  the  Cumberlaod  road.  No  distinc- 
tion is  attempted  to  be  made  between  the  raising 
of  money  by  the  sale  of  land  and  taxes,  nor  can 
Congress,  it  is  acknowledged,  derive  sovereign 
power  by  becoming  a  party  to  a  compact,  or  by 
the  consent  of  a  State. 

I  confess  that  the  observations  made  concerning 
the  appropriation  of  money,  is  the  only  part  of  the 
very  able  Message  I  am  referring  to,  tnat  is  not 
perfectly  plain  to  me.  After  speaking  of  therais- 
mg  of  money,  it  says,  that  the  use  or  application 
of  the  money,  af^er  it  is  raised,  is  a  power  alto- 
gether of  a  different  character — it  imposes  no 
burden  on  the  people.  And,  if  I  understand  it 
correctly,  in  another  part  it  says,  that  money  may 
be  expended  in  the  performance  of  acts  not  strictly 
authorized  by  the  specific  grants  of  power.  What 
has  been  the  doctrine  on  the  subject  of  the  appro- 
priation of  money,  in  the  early  stages  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, I  cannot  say.  I  have  never  so  particu- 
larly attended  to  it  before. 

It  is  certain  that  there  is  nothing  more  anxiously 
guarded  than  the  raising  of  money.  All  bills  to 
raise  revenue,  must  originate  in  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives ;  and  our  own  rules  will  not  admit 
of  even  an  amendment  in  the  House  to  increase 
a  tax,  or  prolong  its  duration.  It  must  be  done  in 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  where  there  is  a 
great  latitude  of  discussion.  After  such  precau- 
tion in  bringing  money  into  the  Treasury,  it  ou^ht 
to  continue  when  \re  are  about  to  take  it  out.  In- 
deed, there  is  more  danger  in  the  misapplication 
of  dead  money,  in  the  Treasury,  than  in  properly 
raising  it ;  for,  while  the  hand  of  the  tax-gatherer 
is  on  the  people,  they  will  be  more  watchful  of  the 
rulersi  As  to  its  imposing  no  burden  on  the  peo- 
ple, it  is  clear  that,  if  the  money  in  the  Treasurer 
IS  misapplied,  taxation  must  be  resorted  to  somucn 
the  sooner. 

My  own  opinion  is,  that  both  the  raising  and 
the  appropriation  of  money,  must  depend  on  a  fair 
construction  of  the  Constitution.  If  you  can  go 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  specific  powers  in  the  one 
case,  so  vou  may  in  the  other.  If  you  can  expend 
money  for  a  purpose  out  of  these  limits,  you  can 
raise  it  for  the  same  purpose.  A  liberal  construc- 
tion, where  it  leads  to  good,  of  the  powers  to  carry 
into  effect  the  enumerated  8[rants,  will  give  scope 
sufficient  for  the  appropriation  of  money.  I  have 
very  sparingly  made  citations  from  the  Message, 
for  fear  of  mistaking  it.  If  anv  of  my  views  come 
in  collision  with  it,  they  may  oe  considered  as  an 
answer.  It  is  a  subject  on  which  the  mind  of  the 
President  has  undergone  a  change. 

I  can  perceive  no  way  to  escape.  Congress 
must  have  power  to  make  roads  and  canals,  or  the 
laws  I  have  referred  to,  are  unconstitutional.  The 
appropriation  of  money  to  make  the  Cumberland 
road,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  involved  this 
power. 

On  the  subject  of  roads,  I  will  refer  to  one  other 
law,  which  passed  in  1806.  It  authorized  the 
President  to  open  a  road  from  Nashville,  in  the 
Stale  of  Tennessee,  to  Natchez,  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory ;  this  road  was  to  pass  through  a  State 
without  even  asking  consent. 


In  the  year  1818,  this  House  adopted  tbefoUoi- 
ing  resolution : 

**Reaolved,  That  Congress  has  power,  under  tb 
CoDititutioDf  to  appropriate  money  for  the  eooitnie- 
tion  of  post  roads,  military  roads,  and  other  rouk, 
and  of  canals,  and  for  the  improvement  of  witer^ 
conrses." 

Motions  were  made  to  strike  out  tke  words 
"other  roads,"  and  to  postpone  indefinitdy,  bat 
both  were  negatived.  The  votes  on  this  resobi- 
tion,  were — ^yeas  90,  nays  75.  The  House  finally^ 
on  the  4th  oi  April,  1818,  adopted  the  two  other 
resolutions,  which  I  have  referred  to. 

I  am  acquainted  but  with  one  instance  where 
land  was  taken  by  the  Greneral  GoremmeDt  for 
public  use,  against  the  will  of  the  owDer;  and 
that  was  in  the  case  of  the  Cumberland  road.  A 
gentleman,  his  name,  I  think,  was  Good,  was  dis- 

E leased  at  the  course  which  the  road  took  throogli 
is  farm,  and  he  carried  his  unwillingness  against 
the  direction  of  the  road,  so  far,  that  he  ereo  d^ 
clined  to  participate  with  the  Government  in  the 
appointment  of  appraisers.  He  petitioned  Coo- 
gress  for  redress  on  four  several  occasioDs,  ud 
each  committee  to  nhich  his  case  was  referred 
reported  against  him,  and  these  reports  were  coa- 
firmed  by  this  House.  He  was  a  Virginian,  and 
he  applied  to  his  own  State  Legislature,  hat  with- 
out success. 

Congress  has  a  right,  in  the  exercise  of  iu  sound 
dbcretion,  to  pass  any  law  which  it  may  deem  ne- 
cessary, to  carry  into  eiSect  any  one  of  the  enu- 
merated powers ;  and  for  this  purpose  Congress  is 
clothed  with  power  to  take  private  property  for 
public  use,  on  paying  for  it  a  just  compensation. 
This  power  was  supposed  to  exist,  and  doabiless 
it  did,  before  the  amendments  of  the  Constitutioo^ 
whi-:h  may  be  considered  as  the  bill  of  rights.  la 
these  amendments,  it  is  not  restricted  as  to  objects, 
nor  is  it  confined  to  times  of  peace  or  war.  Tht 
single  restriction  is,  that  a  just  comnensatioa  shall 
be  given.  In  other  respects  it  is  leu  as  broad  as 
ir  was  before ;  and  that  must  be  whenerer  Con- 
gjress  shall  deem  it  necessary  to  carry  into  eiecii- 
tion  any  of  the  enumera'ted  powers.  Generally 
speakinff,  no  embarrassment  will  be  experienced 
in  purchasing  such  situations  as  may  be  required. 
State  courthouses  and  iaUs  are  used  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  by  a  kind  of  courtesy;  but  sap- 
pose  they  could  not  be  obtained  in  this  way,  or  by 
purchase?  Congress  must  have  power  to  oils 
private  propctyfor  public  use,  paying  a  jastcoiQ- 
{>ensation,  or  be  incapable  of  carrying  into  execu- 
tion the  express  grant  of  power,  to  ordain  and 
establish  interior  courts,  from  time  to  time. 

Congress  has  power  to  regulate  cofflmercewith 
foreign  nations,  and  among  the  several  States, 
and  with  the  Indian  tribes.  I  will  not  criticise 
on  the  word  regulate ;  its  general  meaning  I  tale 
to  be  the  authorization  of  any  act  that  woald  b^ 
advantageous  to  commerce  among  the  sevetal 
States.  How  is  the  internal  trade  of  a  cooQtry 
usually  carried  on  ?  Where  the  country  is  arf- 
vanced,  its  transportation  is  principallv  along  o^ 
nals ;  and  cannot  Congress  facilitate  tlie  modt^^ 
its  transportation  ?    Nothing  is  of  higher  im^' 
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unce  to  this  nation  than  its  internal  trade ;  it 
flows  from  the  great  pursuits  of  industry,  and  em- 
braces ererj  art  and  labor ;  it  spreads  over  an  im- 
meose  region,  abounding  witn  minerals  and  the 
prodoeiioos  suitable  to  our  variety  of  soil  and 
cliioa^,«Qd  the  greatest  embarrassment  it  ever 
can  iaiwr  under,  is  the  distance  of  the  places  be- 
nreea  which  it  is  carried  on  i  and  this  can  only 
be  subdued  by  {;ood  roads  and  canals.  What  other 
law  or  regulation  could  you  make,  that  would  be 
:f  theoae-handredtb  part  of  the  same  advantage 
toil? 

How  do  you  best  regulate  the  afiairs  of  the  na- 
tioa  ?  It  is  by  enacting  laws  adapted  to  each  sub- 
ject-matter, with  a  view  to  its  advantage  or  im- 
provemenL  To  r^ulale  commerce  with  foreign 
lUtiofls,  consuls  are  appointed  for  the  accommo- 
datioD  of  merchants;  and  we  have  erected  light- 
booses,  piers,  buoys,  and  beacons.  To  regulate 
tofflmerce  with  the  Indian  tribes,  roads  have  been 
mde  in  the  Indian  territory,  and  trading-houses 
:iiTe  been  established,  complicated  with  superin- 
kadeots,  agents,  and  sub-agents.  There  are  near 
I  iiaodred  lighthooses,  and  ten  or  twelve  light- 
'!iip&  with  .lights  suspended  from  the  masts,  and 
seme  of  them  supplied  with  large  bells. 

What  is  the  ooject  of  these  lighthouses  and 
iigfif-sbips,  and  this  class  of  powers  constantly 
enrcised  by  Congress  7  Is  it  not  to  lessen  the 
price  of  transportation,  by  removing  dangers  and 
reoderio;  the  navigation  more  safe  and  secure  1 
la  ib«%laws  no  mention  is  made  of  a  single  ar- 
ticle of  merchandise;  nothing  is  said  about  duties, 
or  about  buying  or  selling,  or  of  drawbacks  or  de- 
beotiires;  the  sole  object  is  to  lessen  the  price  of 
'-niuportttioo.  And  when  we  find  the  power  to 
^fgniate  commerce  among  the  States,  ffiven  by 
'i^  same  sentence,  and  expressed  by  ute  same 
^1^  why  can  we  not  apply  the  principle  to  the 
Ri^oktion  of  commerce  a mong  the  States  1  Why 
an  we  not  lessen  the  price  of  transportation  1 
Can  aay  man  living  make  a  sensible  distinction  ? 
1  tiuok  I  may  safely  appeal  to  the  Committer 
uid  to  the  nation  at  larg^  whether  good  roads  and 
caoah  would  not  be  of  more  advantage  to  the  in- 
teroal  trade  of  this  countrj  than  the  Bank  of  the 
t'oited  States  was  to  its  nscal  concerns  ?  TJiere 
» ao  iastance  of  the  exercise  of  a  constructive 
IMwer,s(Dce  the  commencement  of  the  Qovern- 
nieQtjwhieh  was  more  beneficial  to  the  principal 
?raat  than  this  would  be. 

^fore  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  the 
^enl  States  could  have  regulated  the  commerce 
between  themselves,  by  the  means  of  roads  and 
^Q<is;bQt  the  Constitution  has  restricted  the 
S^tei  from  entering  into  treaties  or  contracts,  and 
Qow  they  have  no  direct  means  of  regulating  com- 
merce among  themselves,  in  any  way.  It  seems 
^'J  follow,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  that  the 
whole  power  which  previously  existed  on  this 
'Object,  among  the  States,  as  sovereignties,  is 
^wixi  to  the  general  head,  where  it  can  be  exer- 
cised  to  so  much  greater  advantage.  # 

Caa  it  be  supposed  that  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
'titDiioa  looking  forward  to  the  future  glory  of 
'ftjs  nation,  and  being  acquainted  with  the  bene- 


fits of  canals  to  internal  trade  in  other  countries,, 
could  have  intended  to  prostrate  all  power  on  this 
subject,  in  a  national  point  of  view  ?  The  fra* 
mers  of  the  Constitution  were  too  wise  to  attempt 
to  particularize  any  of  the  incidental  powers; 
they  knew  the  impracticability  of  it  To  men- 
tion one,  might  be  considered  as  an  exclusion  of 
another,  and  they  left  them  all  on  the  broad  basis 
of  the  exercise  of  a  sound  discretion  by  Congress. 
They  may  or  may  not  have  thought  of  fight- 
houses;  but,  if  they  did,  it  was  safest  to  say  noth- 
ing about  them.  It  was  their  study,  in  these 
cases,  to  be  general  and  not  particular. 

The  objects  which  clothe  Congress  with  power 
must  be  national,  and  reaching  t^yond  State  sov- 
ereigntv ;  but  whatever  may  be  deemed  necessary 
to  regulate  the  internal  trade  of  the  nation,  does 
not  l^long  to  the  States.  As  to  State  jurisdiction 
none  will  follow,  as  I  have  already  explained,  and 
as  to  the  taking  of  private  property,  no  danger  can 
be  apprehendea  from  it.  The  owners  of  property 
generally  get  too  well  paid.  Purchases  could  be 
made,  appraisements  would  seldom  be  resorted  to, 
and,  when  necessary,  the  appraisers  could  be  se- 
lected from  the  particular  State,  as  being  the  best 
judges  of  property  there.  It  only^  appears  a  little 
novel,  because  we  are  not  familiarized  to  it.  Many 
who  oppose  the  measure  on  Constitutional  grounds, 
do  not  object  to  the  nature  of  the  power ;  they  are 
willing  to  change  the  Constitution  to  attain  it 
The  exercise  of  the  power  would  be  welcomed, 
for  whenever  it  would  be  used  it  would  enhance 
the  value  of  property.  If  there  is  any  danser  about 
it,  it  is  that  the  General  Qovernment  woiud  do  too 
little,  instead  of  doing  too  much.  I  will  tell  the 
honorable  Committee  how  I  think  the  power  is 
derived. 

Rivers  and  canals  beine  the  usual  channels 
through -which  the  internal  trade  of  a  country  is 
carri^i  on,  the  power  of  making  canals  and  por- 
tages, as  links  in  the  chain  of  inland  navigation, 
is  derivable  from  that  clause  in  the  Constitution 
which  gives  a  power  to  regulate  commerce  among 
the  several  States.  That  roads,  which  are  neces^ 
sary  as  post  roads,  may  be  made  under  that  clause 
of  the  Constitution  which  invests  Congress  with 
the  power  to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads; 
and  that  roads  for  military  purposes  mayr  be  made 
under  that  part  of  the  Constitution  that  gives  Con- 
gress power  to  declare  war,  and  to  raise  and  main- 
tain an  Army.  You  may  prepare  for  war  in  time 
of  peace;  and  a  road  for  military  purposes  may 
be  as  necessary  as  guns  and  ammunition.  We 
should  give  no  construction  to  the  Constitution 
which  would  be  dangerous  to  liberty;  in  such 
cases  let  opposition  m  repeated — ^but  where  the 
common  defence  and  ^neral  welfare  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  the  leading  and  sincere  motives,  the 
construction  should  be  liberal ;  and  that  can  be  the 
only  meaning  of  that  general  expression  in  its  ap- 

Elication  to  the  constructive  powers.-  It  is  for  the 
appiness  of  the  people  that  we  should  early  ar^ 
rive  at  settled  notions  respecting  the  Constitution, 
and  it  is  the  ffenius  of  our  Government  that  the 
minority  should  give  way,  at  least  so  far  as  to  re- 
ceive frequent  precedents,  as  evidence  of  rightful 
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construction.  The  constroction  of  the  Gonstitii- 
don  in  these  cases  should  be  more  liberal  than  in 
the  case  of  an  ordinary  law.  If  there  exist  doubts 
■about  your  law,  change  it;  this  will  do  no  harm, 
but  it  will  be  dangerous  in  the  extreme,  if,  for 
every  little  doubt  and  uneasiness  concerning  the 
powers  under  the  Constitution,  we  must  be  con- 
tinually resorting  to  changes.  The  sacredness  of 
the  instrument  would  be  destroyed;  it  would  be 
looked  upon  only  as  a  common  statute  law;  the 
amendments  would  be  as  susceptible  of  doubts  as 
the  original  instrument.  Is  it  desirable,  as  a  pre- 
cedent, that  the  majority  should  change  the  Con- 
stitutioB  to  please  the  mmority  ? 

Mr.  Chairman^  I  consider  the  Constitution  as 
the  most  wonderful  political  instrument  that  ever 
was  invented  by  human  beings,  and  I  tremble  at 
the  thouffbt  of  touching  it.  I  wish  to  see  the  idea 
cherished  of  handing  it  down  to  posterity  as  an 
American  familv-piece,  no  further  impaired  or 
changed.  It  will  become  the  more  venerable  for 
its  age  and  ancient  appearance.  But  where  is  the 
necessity  for  a  chaste  in  this  case?  A  liberal 
construction  will  be  sufficient,  and  I  will  ask,  in 
what  age  or  nation,  whether  the  government  was 
a  democracy  or  a  despotism,  has  the  power  of  im- 
proving a  country  been  abused?  In  none  that  I 
Know  of.  History  furnishes  us  with  no  complaints 
here. 

I  will  detain  the  Committee  a  little  longer,  with 
thfiir  indfdgenoe,  on  the  subject  of  post  roads.  The 
language  of  the  Constitution  is,  that  Congress  has 
power  to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads.  It 
IS  said  that  this  gives  the  {xxwer  only  to  select  a 
road  in  being,  and  not  the  right  to  create  or  make 
a  road.  We  do  not  resort  to  a  dictionary  on  these 
occasions  for  the  meaning  of  words ;  but  it  is  of 
importance  to  know  their  acceptation  in  State  pa- 
pers, in  legislative  acts,  and  in  other  partrof  the 
same  instrument  From  these  sources  we  will 
discover  that  the  word  establish  means  to  create, 
and  not  merely  to  designate^  a  thing  in  being.  In 
the  first  treaty  we  had  with  France,  it  is  stated  to 
be  the  desire  of  the  parties  to  establish  suitable 
regulations  between  the  two  countries — a  similar 
expnssion  is  used  in  our  treaty  with  England.  I 
have  not  taken  much  pains  to  search  for  the  word 
in  legislative  acts,  but  the  Committee  will  recd- 
leet  the  phraseology  in  many  of  our  acts  of  Con- 
gress. There  is  an  act  to  establish  Navy  hospit- 
als; there  is  another  to  establish  trading-houses,  to 
trade  with  the  Indians.  The  word  is  used  in  the 
same  sense  in  the  Articles  of  Confederation — ^it 
speaks  of  the  regulations  to  be  established  by  Con- 

fress.  In  another  part  it  says  that  the  United 
itates,  in  Congress,  shall  have  the  sole  right 
of  establishing  and  regulating  post  offices  from 
one  State  to  another  throughout  all  the  United 
States. 

In  another  part,  there  is  a  clause  for  establish- 
ing rules  for  the  deciding,  in  all  cases,  what  cap 
tures  on  land  or  water  smU  be  legal)  and  for  estab- 
lishing courte  of  appeal.  The  word  is  used  in  no 
other  sense  in  any  part  of  the  Constitution.  It 
begins  with  the  words  "  ordain  and  establish  this 
Constitution."    It  speaks  of  such  courts  as  shall 


be*  established  from  time  to  time;  and  thai  tke 
ratification  of  nine  States  shall  be  safficiest  for 
the  establishment  of  this  Constitation.  It  nm 
Congress  a  power  to  establish  an  uniform  nueof 
naturalization,  and  it  is  evidendy  used  in  the  same 
sense  in  the  very  clause  now  in  question— to  estab^ 
lish  post  offices  and  post-  roads.  As  to  oSees,  it 
is  clear  i  t  mean  s  to  create.  Why  change  the  words 
from  those  used  in  the  Articles  of  GmedentioQ^ 
if  it  was  not  to  enlarge  the  power  ?  In  the  Arti- 
cles of  Confederation  nothing  is  said  about  load^. 

I  will  lay  down  a  position  which,  I  think,  cao* 
not  be  controverted ;  and  that  is,  when  €oDgRsi& 
invested  with  a  power,  the  exercise  of  that  pover 
cannot  be  defeated  by  the  States.  CongreM  has 
power  to  carry  the  mail ;  but,  if  the  States  hiTe  a 
right  to  shut  up  the  road,  that  power  couM  be 
defeated.  Congress  establishes  a  State  road  as  a 
post  road — Can  the  State  vacate  the  road  ?  If  so, 
the  mail  could  be  stopped  by  any  State.  Yw 
have  a  right  to  make  fortifications— «you  fix  on  the 
most  advantageous  spot — ^but,  according  to  die 
opposite  doctrine,  vou  have  no  power  to  make  a 
road  to  it ;  and  if  there  happens  to  be  a  State  raid 
leading  to  it,  the  State  can  vacate  it  at  pieasore! 
Is  it  possible  that  this  was  the  desi^  of  the  Co&- 
stitution?  These  contracted  notions  abcmt  ikt 
construction  of  the  Constitution  are  detrimeotai 
to  the  rise  and  consequence  of  this  conntrf.  his 
a  lamentable  circunostance,  that  the  cllbrts  of  the 
people  in  favor  of  internal  improvement,  brthe 
Qeneral  Qovernment,  have  been  so  hr  paialTzed 
by  a  scrupulous  distinction.  The  powers  of  Cob- 
g^ess  are  large  and  numerous;  and  that  CongRss 
should  have  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes;  to 
declare  and  carry  on  war ;  to  take  ptiblic  propertf 
for  private  use;  to  regulate  commerce  amosf  the 
several  States ;  and  to  carry  the  maul  throagkoot 
the  Union ;  and  at  the  same  time  to  beso  enmped 
and  confined  as  to  have  no  control  over  aof  of 
the  avenues  through  which  the  great  scenesof  ike 
nation  are  to  be  transacted— ^not  evoi  so  fax  as  U) 
remove  an  obstrnction  in  a  road,  or  a  rock  oai 
of  a  river, — ^oes  appear  to  me  to  be  inconsistent 
with  that  wisdom  which  has  always  beeo  as- 
cribed to  the  enlightened  body  who  made  the  Cob- 
stitutkni. 

I  fear  I  have  too  much  exhausted  the  patieiee 
of  the  Committee ;  and  I  have  nothing  to  ofier  as 
an  apology  for  claiming  so  mneh  of  their  atten- 
tion, except  the  very  interesting  character  of  ike 
subject  under  discussion. 

When  Mr.  Hbmphill  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Mitchell,  of  South  Carolina,  next  as- 
signed the  reasons  why  he  should  vote  for  the  bill. 
1&  approved  it  as  a  means  of  obtaining  infonoi- 
tion  useful  to  ever^  department  of  the  Govera- 
ment,  and  to  every  individual  in  the  nation ;  aod 
not  as  part  of  a  system  of  internal  improvemeo^ 
to  which  he  was  opposed. 

Mr.  WniOBT  opposed  the  bill  altogether,  as  r<»- 
trary  to  the  letter  of  the  Constitution,  which,  k^ 
contended,  gave  to  Congress  no  authority  to  cott- 
mence  a  system  of  internal  improvemmt 

When  Mr.  Wbioht  concluded,  the  quesaan 
was  taken  on  Mr.  Barbour's  motion  to  strikeout 
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thcfint  section  of  the  bill,  and  decided  as  follows : 
For  sttiking  oot  the  section  56,  against  it  62. 

So  the  motion  was  negatiyed. 

[The  Hoose  being  thinly  attended,  this  vote  was 
noCR^vded  as  a  deeisire  one.] 

Tk  Comorittee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
tdtiie  Hoose. 

And  the  qoestion  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time — 

Mr.  Edwaros,  of  North  CaroKna,  moved  to  lay 
tlie  bill  on  the  table. 

On  this  qoestion,  Mr.  NsLsoif,  of  Maryland, 
required  the  yeas  and  nays  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  HiRotir  asked  if  it  wonld  be  in  order  so  to 
iwtai  the  motion  as  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table 
DUtiUdar beyond  the  se^on — (the  4th  March?) 
Rethought  eaoogh  of  the  time  of  the  House  had 
bera  occupied  with  it. 

Tbe  SfEACER  said  the  amendment  would  not 
be  in  order. 

The  qoestion  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bil  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Viii— MesRS.  Abbot,  AlexsnJer,  Archer,  Barber 
^  ConnecticQt,  Barstow,  Basaett,  Bigelow,  Borland, 
fit2^,GuabreIeng,  Cannon,  Carter,  Cassody,  Coeke, 
CoM«Q,  Conkltng,  Conner,  Orails»  Cathbert,  Dane, 
E^vudfofNorth  Carolina,  Eustis,  Floyd,  Fatter,  Oar- 
nttt,  Gebhard,  Gikaer,  Gorhate,  Haidin,  Hanrey, 
H«wki^  Hmick,  Hnbbttd,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Keyes, 
KffUnd,  Ladnop,  I«effi«Hdi,  Lincoln,  Litdifteld,  Long, 
KcCof,  Mattodu,  HiteheU  of  PanasyWania,  Moni- 
pnaj,  Morgan,  Haitay,  Nebon  of  Masflaehaaetta, 
I^ienoQ,  Reed  of  Masaachnsotta,  Raid  of  Georgia,  Rhea, 
^M7«  Boggles,  Ruas,  RoaaeU,  Saandors,  Arthur 
^itit,  Aiaxander  Bmytb,  A.  Sterenaon,  Thompaon, 
TooJuMoo,  Tocker  of  Yirgiaia,  Tucker  of  South 
Cin^IiiM,  Van  Renaaelaar,  Van  Wyck,  Walker,  White, 
^'illiuiidf  Virginia,  WilUama  of  North  Carolina, 
^lilitouoD,  Wibon,  Wood,  and  Wright— 76. 

>'iT»— Meaars.  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Barber  of  Ohio, 
Bitmio.BtyUea,  Bayly,  Blackledge,  Bachanan,  Bnr- 
•v'vt,  Cimpben  of  Ohio,  Chambers,  Condict,  Cook, 
Cttihmio,  Darlington,  Dnrfee,  Dwigbt,  Eddy,  Ed- 
^^  of  Connecticut,  Edwarda  of  PennsylTania,  Far* 
^.  Findliy,  Fotteat,  Forward,  Oroas,  HamHton, 
f^f^  HemphiH,  Hffl,  Holoombe,  Ingham/ Jackson, 
^^Biigi,F.  Johnson,  J.  Tr  JohnaOn,  J.  8.  JofiiiMoa, 
j^ociofTeimeaaee,  Kent,  Little,  McOarty,  McLane, 
3f<«h«iy,Mdlary,  Matlack,  Mercer,  Meteallo,  Mitch- 
^offiontk  CereHna,  Moore  of  Virginta,  Neale,  Nel* 
MB  oTMnyliiia, Hevrtoa,  Patteiton  of  PennaylTania, 
^mifi,  Piinier  of  New  Hampahife,  PInmer  of  Penn* 
^^^  Rich,  Rochester,  Rogers,  Roaa,  Sloane,  W. 
^^^  Sleriiag  of  New  York,  Stewart,  Swan,  Tatt- 
^  Tiybr,  Trimble,  Udree,  Vance,  Walworth,  War- 
^  W%la<  Woodcock,  and  Woodson— 73. 

&  the  bill  waa  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


WEONfisnAY,  January  15. 

Mr.  Eustis,  from  the  Committee  on  Miliutry 
A&iis,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
^^s(e,  entided  <*An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert 
^^^Ji"  reported  the  same  without  amendment, 
300  tbe  bill  vaa  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
»hole  Hoose  to-morrow. 

^•RtoQLBa,  from  the  Committee  of  Accounts, 


to  which  was  referred  an  inquiry  respecting  the 
paymient  of  newspaper  accounts,  made  a  report, 
that  no  further  provision  was  necessary  in  relation 
thereto  ;  which  report  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  re2>orted  ^*  a  bill  to  alter  the  times 
of  holding  the  circuit  courts  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  which  bill 
was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  resolution  laid  on  the  table  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Sterlino,  of  New  York,  requestmg  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  communicate  what  progress  has 
been  made  towards  the  completion  of  the  military 
road  leading  from  Plattsburg  to  Sackett's  Harbor, 
in  New  York,  how  much  is  unfinished,  the  proba- 
ble exi>ense  of  completing  the  same,  with  any  in- 
formation in  his  possession,  showing  the  import- 
ance of  said  road  in  a  military  point  of  view,  was 
read  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hbhprill  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on' 
Monday  next,  call  up  the  bill,  yesterday  laid  on 
the  table,  to  procure  surveys  and  estimates  for  cer- 
tain roads  and  canals. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  <*  An  fict  in  addition 
to  'An  act  for  the  more  prompt  settlement  of  the 
public  accounts,  and  for  the  punishment  of  the 
crime  of  perjury,"  was  read  a  third  time,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  made  at 
the  last  session,  on  tbe  memorial  of  Amasa  Stet- 
son. Whereupon,  it  was  ordered  that  the  said  re- 
port and  petition  be  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hernanoez,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  altering  and  amending  an 
act,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and 
titles  to  lands  within  the  Territory  of  Florida," 
passed  the  8th  day  of  May,  1822. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hernanoez,  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  erecting  a  lighthouse  at  the  en* 
trance  of  the  port  of  Pensacola,'  in  the  Territlory 
of  Florida. 

The  Conamittee  of  the  whole  House  to  which 
is  committed  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  made  at  the  last  session,  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Thomaa  Kemp,  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  thereof,  and  the  report  and 
netition  were  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Afiairs. 

AXIENDMENT  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Reio,  of  Georgia,  rose,  and  said  that  the 
bill  providing  for  the  execution  of  certain  surveys, 
and  for  the  collection  of  topographical  informa- 
tion, with  a  view  to  a  system  of  internal  improve 
ments,  was  yesterday  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  ta- 
ble, by  a  vote  of  this  House.  I  was,  said  he,  one 
of  the  committee  by  whom  that  bill  was  reported, 
and,  although  quite  willing  to  afford  the  honor- 
able chairman  of  the  committee  an  opportunity  to 
make  an  experiment,  the  measure  did  not  alto- 
gether meet  my  approbation.  My  objections  to 
the  bill  are  not  to  be  found,  however,  in  Constitu- 
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tionai  scruples.  I  belieye  that  Congress  does  pos- 
sess the  power  to  establish  roads  and  constniet 
canals.  But  I  am  aware  that  there  is  much  diver- 
sity of  opinion  upon  the  subject.  A  large  portion 
of  the  people  entertain  the  opinion  that  we  have 
not  the  power,  and  the  Chief  Magistrate  has  re- 
cently expressed  his  conviction  to  the  like  effect. 
Under  these  conflicting  sentiments^  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  any  sjrstem  of  internal  improvement, 
however  well  devised  by  Congress,  would  be  efll- 
cient,  because  concert  and  harmony  are  necessary 
to  its  prosperity.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that 
our  first  step  should  be  a  settlement  of  this  ques- 
tion. This  can  only  be  done  by  an  amendment 
of  the  Constitution,  which  shall  give  to  Congress 
the  power  alluded  to,  in  terms  so  explicit  as  to 
preclude  all  dispute.  Such  an  amendment  is  now 
offered,  viz: 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreienta- 
tives  of  the  Xmited  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, two'thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring.  That 
the  following  ameo<lm«nt  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  be  proposed  to  the  Legislature  of  the 
several  States,  which,  when  ratified  by  the  Legisla- 
tnies  of  three-fourths  of  the  States,  shall  be  valid,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  the  said  Constitu- 
tion, to  wit : 

**  Congress  shall  have  power  to  establish  and  con- 
struct roads  and  canals." 

This  joint  resolution  received  its  first  reading, 
and  lies  on  the  table. 

SURVEYORS  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio, 
yesterday,  was  taken  up,  and  read  in  the  follow- 
ing words,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
instructed  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  show- 
ing what  contracts  for  surveying  lands  of  the  United 
States,  in  Missouri,  Illinois,  and  Arkansas,  have  been 
made  by  the  Surveyor  General  thereof,  since  the  year 
1817;  with  whom  made,  for  what  quantities,  to  whom 
the  payments  therefor  were  made  in  each  case ;  also, 
whether  the  surveying  was  actually  performed  by  the 
original  contractors  in  person,  or  by  othsrs  under  sub- 
contracts ;  if  by  others,  at  what  price  per  mile  the  sub- 
contractors performed  the  work  in  each  case ;  also, 
the  difference,  if  any,  between  the  amount  paid  by 
the  United  States  for  such  surveying,  and  the  amount 
received  by  the  actual  surveyors  of  the  land. 

Mr.  SooTT,  of  Missouri,  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution,  by  striking  out  the  words  '^in  Missouri, 
Illinois,  and  Arkansas,  have  been  made  by  the 
Surveyor  General  thereof  since  the  year  1817," 
and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  words  "have 
been  made  by  the  several  Surveyors  General  and 
principal  deputy  surveyors,  since  the  year  1805." 

Some  remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Vance,  to 
the  effect  that  this  amendment,  by  calling  for 
more  information  than  could  be  furnished  within 
a  reasonable  time,  would  be  to  defeat  the  object 
of  the  inquiry  ;  to  which  Mr.  Scott  replied,  that 
this  was  by  no  means  his  object,  his  desire  being 
to  examine  the  whole  subject,  in  all  its  details. 

Mr.  CocKB,  of  Tennessee,  said,  if  this  amend- 
ment were  to  prevail,  the  Department  would  not 


be  able  to  furnish,  during  the  preseat  sessicm,  the 
information  required.  It  was  unnecessary  for  him 
to  mention  the  reports,  from  high  authority,  too, 
of  the  practices  in  relation  to  contracts  and  sub- 
contracts, by  the  Surveyor  General  and  his  depu- 
ties. Before  he  voted  for  this  amendmeDt,  he 
said^  he  should  like  to  know  why  the  Hoose  was 
to  go  back  to  1805,  to  examine  the  transactions 
which  are  closed,  and  satislaetorily  settled.  At 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  a  great  deal  had  been 
said  upon  this  subject,  and  the  appropriatioa  re- 
quired had  been  withheld  in  coiiaequence  of  the 
statement  of  the  manner  in  which  the  surveys  had 
been  made.  If  his  information  was  correct,  Mr. 
C.  said,  it  would  be  found  that  there  have  been 
impositions  practised  in  this  business.  He  wanted 
an  investiffation  of  these  transactions,  without 
clogginff  the  resolution  with  all  this  surplus  mat- 
ter. What  information  can  these  old  accounts 
afford  us?  He,  for  one,  wished  to  know  what 
contracts  had  been  made,  and  what  prices  have 
been  given.  He  had  been  told  that,  in  some  cases, 
when  the  maximum  was  ffiven,  the  lands  had  been 
actually  surveyed  at  a  charge  of  fifty  cents  onJy 
per  mile.  It  had  been  stated  that  one  sab-contnct 
was  given  to  a  boy  about  eleven  years  of  age  I  On 
his  first  arrival  here,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  wrote  a  note 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  giving  him  in- 
formation of  what  he  had  heard,  that  he  m^ht 
examine  into  it.  He  had  also  had  several  confer- 
ences  with  the  Surveyor  General  himself  upon  the 
subject,  in  this  city,  and  foimd  him  fully  apprized 
of  the  reports  whicn  are  in  circulation. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  sug^ted  to  Mr.  Scott 
the  propriety  of  withdrawing  his  amendment. 
There  are.  he  said,  ^(80,000  due  to  individuals  who 
have  rendered  services  in  the  survejinff  of  the 
public  lands,  most  of  them  residing  m  &e  State 
of  Illinois.  They  have  already  laid  out  of  their 
money  more  than  a  year,  and  the  payment  of  ihfln 
ought  not  to  be  deferred,  as  it  probably  would  be, 
if  this  resolution  were  to  be  made  so  comprehen- 
sive, by  the  adoption  of  the  amendment,  that  it 
cannot  be  accomplished  during  the  present  session. 
If  the  Surveyor  General  has  done  wrong,  he  will 
not  seek  to  be  sheltered  under  what  has  b^  done 
by  other  survevors ;  and,  if  he  has  done  right, 
there  will  be  still  less  reason  for  pushing  the  inquiry 
down  to  the  year  1805.  He  wished  uie  House  to 
get  at  the  facts  as  directly  as  possible,  that  those 
who  have  rendered  services  to  the  Govemmoit 
should  not  be  kept  longer  out  of  their  money. 
The  officer  affainst  whom  these  charges  are  now 
made,  it  was  but  just  to  say,  had  always,  previ- 
ouslvtothis,  sustained  anunimpeached  character. 

Mr.  Scott  said  he  could  not  consent  to  with- 
draw his  motion  to  amend  the  resolve.  It  was 
the  object  of  the  gentleman  who  seemed  to  be 
particularly  pointed  at  in  the  debate,  as  well  as  by 
the  terms  of  the  resolution,  to  have  a  general  in- 
vestigation of  his  conduct.  That  gentleman  came 
into  office  in  1805,  and  was  for  a  time  the  principal 
deputy  surveyor  under  Gten«ral  Mansfield.  Since 
that  time,  he  had  seen  the  principal  surveyor  ^ 
Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas.  It  is 
the  object  of  that  gentleman  to  have  an  investiga- 
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tioD  into  erery  portion  of  his  conduct  from  his 

commeocemeDt  in  public  life.    He  is  willing  that 

the  House  shall  be  put  in  possession  of  the  facts 

in  relation  to  himself  and  to  all  others  enaaged  in 

that  business,  and  bv  these  facts  to  stand  or  fall. 

Can  I,  then,  said  Mr.  S.,  consent  to  investigate 

hs  condact  as  far  back  as  1817,  and  cast  a  veil 

over  his  conduct  in  preceding  years  ?    I  would  not 

consent  to  so  limited  an  inquiry  \  as  a  public  agent, 

I  would  not  consent  to  do  it,    I  wish  to  know  the 

whole  truth  of  the  business,  and  to  see  in  what 

manner  he,  compared  with  others,  has  discharged 

his  duties.    Mr.  S.  said,  he  was  far  from  wishing 

to  postpone  this  inquiry.    It  would  take  but  a  very 

few  davs  to  collect  the  additional  documents  for 

which  he  now  asked,  as  an  abstract  of  the  facts 

or  settlements  only  was  wanted.    It  was  to  repel 

the  slanders  which  had  been  put  in  circulation 

against  this  man^  that  he  wanted  this  information. 

Mr.  Cocke  said  he  should  be  perfectly  willing 

\a  fix  the  time  in  the  resolve  at  the  1st  of  January, 

1619,  having  been  told  that  the  accounts  had  beon 

settled  up  to  that  year.    Why  go  beyond  the  date 

at  which  the  complaints  of  misconduct  commence? 

He  had  been  told,  he  said,  that  this  man  was  known 

to  hare  been  a  very  honest,  good  man  up  to  this 

time.  He  was  willing,  he  repeated,  to  begin  with 

the  hi  of  January,  1819,  which  would  cover  the 

whole  ground  on  which  there  is  any  complaint. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  said  be  hoped  this 
amendment  would  prevail.  If  this  gen  tleman  was 
guilty,  as  suspectedf,  it  was  due  to  the  House  and 
to  the  nation,  and,  if  otherwise,  it  was  due  to  the 
indiyidual,  that  he  should  have  an  opportunity  to 
explain  his  whole  course  of  public  conduct.  Let 
us  hare  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  whole,  said 
Mr.  F.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  if  reliance 
can  be  placed  upon  character  at  all,  that  whatever 
suspicion  of  misconduct  applies  to  him  (General 
Rector)  will  be  found  utterly  groundless.  But  if 
it  hare  a  foundation,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  mem- 
^  to  aid  in  exposing  it.  Let  his  whole  course 
of  conduct  be  examined,  said  Mr.  F.  I  have  often 
been  deceived  in  men  ;  out  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
declaring  my  clear  conviction  to  be,  that  the  sus^ 
picioQ  of  this  man  will  prove,  when  examined,  to 
be  utterly  groundless. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Scott's  amend- 
ment, and  determined  in  the  affirmative — 54  votes 
to  52. 

Mr.  Sloane,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  strike  out  the 
latter  part  of  the  resolution,  b^inning  with  the 
words  "if  by  others."  &c.  His  reason  for  this 
motion  was,  that  he  did  not  consider  the  informa- 
tion important,  and  he  did  not  see  how  the  Trea- 
sury D^rtment  could  give  it,  if  ever  so  important. 
Nothing  was  more  common  than  for  contractors 
to  execute  their  contracts  by  the  agency  of  sub- 
contractors, &c.  Mr.  S.  took  occasion  to  observe, 
that  he  was  willing  to  have  every  information 
which  gentlemen  nught  wish,  to  aid  them  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties,  but  he  was  always  op- 
posed to  resolutions  pointing  at  particular  individ- 
lals,  without  making  specific  charges  against 
'hem,  &c. 

Mr.  McCoy  said,  he  hoped  the  amendment 


would  not  take  place.  He  had  long  been  of  opin- 
ion that  the  United  States  were  paying  more  for 
the  surveys  of  the  public  lands,  than  was  required 
f(Hr  that  object.  Whether  the  information  asked 
for  would  oe  obtained  or  not,  he  did  not  know ; 
but,  if  it  could,  the  United  States  ought  to  have 
it.  He  was  very  sure,  he  said,  that  the  public 
lands  could  be  surveyed  for  a  great  deal  less  money 
than  b  allowed  by  law  for  that  purpose.  The 
information  we  have  is  such  as  to  induce  us  tp 
inquire  whether  we  ought  not  to  regulate  differ- 
ently the  price  to  be  paid  for  the  surveys  of  the 
public  lands,  and  whether  it  cannot  be  done  here- 
after for  less  money. 

Mr.  Vance  stated,  that  the  price  for  surveying 
the  public  lands  is  not  fixed,  the  law  only  provi- 
ding that  it  shall  not  exc^  three  dollars  per 
mile.  He  did  not  know  whether  this  information 
could  be  obtained  at  the  Treasury  or  not ;  but,  if 
it  could  not  J  it  ought  to  be,  &c.  As  the  resolution 
now  stood  since  the  amendment  of  it,  however,  he 
felt  little  interest  in  it.  It  would  take  two  months 
to  get  the  information,  and  the  object  of  the  reso- 
lution would  thus  be  defeated. 

Mr.  Scott  said  he  hoped  this  amendment 
would  not  nrevail.  No  information  of  any  value 
would  be  obtained,  indeed,  by  the  resolve,  unless 
that  part  of  it  was  retained.  Mr.  S.  wished  to 
have  all  the  particulars  required  by  the  resolve. 
If  the  Department  could  not  give  the  information, 
it  would  be  easy  for  it  to  say  so ;  and  if  the  infor- 
mation could  bie,  it  ought  to  be  obtained. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Sloame,  and  decided  in 
the  negative. 

Mr.  Cocke  was  not  satisfied  that  this  resolution 
now  contained  all  the  information  which  was 
required  for  a  full  understanding  of  the  subject. 
To  enable  him  to  examine  it  further,  although 
opposed  to  the  least  unnecessary  procrastination, 
he  moved  to  lay  the  resolve  on  the  table. 

This  motion  being  agreed  to,  the  resolve  now 
lies  on  the  table. 

COLLECTION  OF  IMPOSTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded in  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  consider 
the  bill  "supplementary  to,  and  to  amend  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  the 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,'  passed  the  2d  of 
March,  1799,  and  to  repeal  an  act  supplementary 
thereto,  passied  20th  April,  1818,  and  for  other 
purposes." 

[This  bill  is  very  long.  Skc.  1  provides  that,  from 
and  after  the  third  of  March,  no  goods,  sobject  to  ad 
valorem  doty  shall  be  admitted  to  entry  unless  the 
true  invoice  of  the  same  be  presented  to  the  collector 
at  the  time  of  entry,  or  unless  the  same  be  admitted 
in  the  mode  anthorized  and  prescribed  ia  the  next  . 
ensuing  section  of  this  act. 

Sxc.  2  provides  that  when  no  invoice  of  such  goods 
has  been  received,  the  owner,  dbc.,  shall  make  oath 
thereof,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary  vhall  be 
authorized  to  cause  them  to  be  appraised — the  owner 
to  give  bond  to  produce  the  invoice  within  eight 
months  if  from  European  ports,  and  fifteen  months, 
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if  from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  or   Cepe 
Horn,  or  from  the  Gepe  of  Good  Hope. 

9sc.  3  directs  thit,  where  goods  ere  not  entered  in 
pursuance  of  this  or  any*  other  revenue  met,  the  same 
■hall  be  deposited  in  the  public  warehouse.  After 
remaining  in  the  warehouse  for  eight  or  fifteen 
months,  as  the  case  may  be,  the  said  goods  to  be  sold, 
&C.  Perishable  articles  to  be  exposed  to  earlier  sale, 
if  necessary. 

Ssc*  4  prescribes  the  oaths,  in  cases  of  goods  en- 
tered by  inVoiciB,  to  be  taken  by  the  owners,  import- 
eri,  consignees,  or  agents. 

8iBc.  5  prescribes  the  manner  in  which  the  ad  valo- 
rem rates  of  duty  upon  goods  shall  be  estimated,  viz : 
by  adding  to  the  actual  cost  of  all  charges,  except 
commissions,  outside  packages  and  insurance,  and 
also  20  per  cent,  on  the  said  coists,  ^.,  if  imported 
from  Of  beyond  the  capes. 

8kc.  6  provides  that  no  goods  subject  Co  ad  valorem 
duty,  belonging  to  residents,  but  not  at  the  place 
where  the  saiae  are  intended  to  be  entered,  shall  be 
adihitted  to  entry,  unless  bond  be  given  to  produce  to 
the  collector  within  four  months  the  invoice,  duly 
verified  by  the  owner's  oath. 

Sxc.  7  provides  that  no  goods  imported  and  belong*^ 
ing  to  non-residents,  shall  be  admitted  to  entry  unlets 
the  invoice  be  verified  by  the  oath  of  the  owner  to  his 
ownership  and  to  the  actual  cost  of  the  gobds. 

The  bill  contains  in  all  thirty-seven  sections  of  mi- 
nute detail,  of  which  the  precedinif  synopsis  of  seven 
of  them  may  give  an  idea.  The  appraisers  are  to 
continue  to  be  appointed  as  Uow  provided  by  law. 
The  occasional  appraisers  are  to  be  allowed  itve  dol- 
lars per  dav,  and  to  be  fiued  fifty  for  each  refusal  to 
act.  A  third  disinterested  person  may  be  cafled  in  to 
join  the  appraisers  where  a  first  appraisement  shall 
not  be  satisuctory,  dec] 

The  bill  baring  been  read  through — 

Mr.  Golden  called  for  the  reading  of  the  me- 
morial of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  fayorable  to  the  general  object  of 
the  bill ;  which  was  read. 

The  bill  was  then  read  over  by  sections  for 
amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gorham,  the  bill  was 
amended  so  as  to  extend  the  time  allowed  for 
voyages  beyond  the  Cape  of  Qood  Hppe  or  Cape 
Horn,  or  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  fromj|^ 
tten  mouths,  as  it  stood  in  the  bill,  to  eigJU^en 
months. 

Several  other  amendments  were  made  to  the 
details  of  the  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLane. 

Mr.  Barst ow  offered  for  reading,  though  he 
had  not  an  opportunity  of  formally  presenting  It, 
a  memorial  from  the  merchants  or  Salem,  pray- 
ing the  bill  now  before  the  committee  may  pass 
into  a  law )  and  the  tnemorial  was  read. 

Various  other  amendments  were  made  to  the 
bill,  in  arranging  which  the  following  gentlemen 
took  an  active  part,  viz :  Messrs.  McLane,  Cam- 

BRELENG,   TaYLOR,    WaLWORTH^    InGHAM,  GoR- 
HAM,  COLDEN,    BURROWS,    McKiM,   ToMLINSON, 

and  Nelbon  of  Massachusetts. 

The  most  important  amendment  proposed 
seemed  to  be  that  proposed  by  Mr.  Ingham,  to 
substitute  the  current  value  at  the  ports  whence 
shipped,  for  the  cost  or  actual  value,  as  the  basis  on 


which  to  es^itnate  the  duties  on'  good»  psyingal 
vat&ntfH  duties. 

This  atnendment  wasr  FUpi)orted  by  Messrs. 
Ingram,  WALwottTR,  Bvrhows,  and  was  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Gorham,  Colden,  McKim. 
ToMliNsoiir,  McLane,  Cambreleno,  and  Nel- 
son of  Massaeiiusetts. 

In  the  end,  the  amehdihent  was  negative. 

After  some  farther  time  spent  on  the  bffl^  the 
Comciiittee  rose,  and  the  House  adjotmied. 


Thursday,  January  16. 

Mr.  Hbmfrill  (bv  leave  of  the  House)  pre- 
sented a  memorial  or  the  Philaddphia  CfaBmber 
of  Commerce,  praying  that  the  biu  now  pending 
before  this  House,  **  supplementary  to,  and  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  regnlate  the  td- 
lection  *of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  passed 
2d  of  March,  1799,  and  to  repeal  an  act  suppl^ 
mentary  thereto,  pasaed  20th  of  April^  1818,  and 
for  othet  purpose^^''  may  be  passed  into  a  law, 
with  certam  modilieaitions  and  amendments  ther^ 
in  sogge^t^d;  which  memorial  was  read,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to 
which  the  said  bill  is  committed. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMd,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Samuel  Wharton ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  WiLLTAMB  also  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Richard  Hiffhtower,  accompanied  by  a 
ban  for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice, and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Speakkr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmittiBg 
the  estimates  of  appropriations  necessary  for  the 
service  of  the  year  1823;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committed  of  W&ys  and  Means. 

The  Speaker  alto  laid  before  the  House  a  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  oo  the 
petition  of  Abraham  Snyder;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  the 
information  required  by  the  resolution  of  the  7th. 
in  relation  to  the  surgeons  in  the  Nary  of  the 
United  States ;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

UNITED  STATES  COURTS  IN  LOUISIANA. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  the  follow- 
ing bill : 
A  Bill  for  the  better  organization  of  thB  disCrid  oooit 

of  the  United  Sutea  within  the  State  of  Looiiiaot 

Be  it  enacted,  4"C.,  That,  for  the  more  conTenieaj 
transaction  of  business  in  the  courts  of  the  Uniuc 
Statea  within  the  State  of  Louisiana,  the  said  Sute 
shall  be,  and  the  same  ia  hereby  divided  into  two  ds- 
tricta,  in  manner  following  to  wit:  'I*he  coantics  <^- 
Attakapas,  Opelouaaa,  Rapide,  Natchitoches  and  Ooi 
chita,  shall  compose  one  district,  to  be  called  vf 
weatern  district  of  Louisiana,  and  all  the  remaio)^ 
part  of  the  said  State  shall  compose  another  di«tii(t< 
to  be  called  the  eastern  district  of  Louiuna;  tBdui 
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crimiDal  actions,  or  ciTil  initi,  which  have  ariaen  in 
the  wcetem  district,  together  with  all  process,  writs, 
reoogaiunoes,  and.  records  beloofing  thereto,  shall  be 
traotferred  to  the  western  diitrictV  find  that  terms  of 
the  district  conrt  in  the  isid  eastern  district  ahsll  be 
held  at  the  oeriods,  snd  in  the  manner  now  prescribed 
by  Isw ;  and  there  will  be,  annually,  one  stated  ses- 
sion of  the  said  court  in  the  western  district  of  the 
State,  to  be  held  at  Opeloasas  courthouse,  to  commence 
on  the  third  Monday  of  August ;  and  the  district  judge 
of  the  United  SUtes  for  the  State  of  Louisiana  ia 
hereby  aothoriaed  and  required  to  hold  special  sessions 
of  the  said  poart,  in  the  said  western  district,  for  the 
trial  of  civil  or  criminal  ceases,  whenever  he  may  deem 
it  expedieat :  That  all  psooess,  writs,  and  recognisan- 
ces, of  every  kind,  whether  reapectiag  jaiies,  witnes- 
ses, baji  or  otherwise,  which  .relate  to  the  casee  to  be 
tried  at  tlie  aaid  special. fiessions,  shall  be  oonaideved 
as  belonging  to  such  seeaiops,  in  the  same  manner  as 
if  they  had  been  issued  or  taken  in  reference  thereto : 
That  any  special  session  yiay  be  adjoioroed  to  any 
time  OT  tiipes  previous  to  t)ie  neit  stated  meeting  of 
the  district  court.  That  all  business  depending  for 
trial  at  any  special  court,  shall,  at  the  close  thereof, 
be  considerea  as  of  course  removed  to  the  next  stated 
term  of  the  district  court  The  said  judge  shsU  re- 
ceive an  additional  annual  compensation  of  &we  huU- 
dred  dollars  for  his  services.  The  said  judge  shall  ap- 
point a  clerk  of  the  said  court  in  the  western  district, 
who  shall  reside  and  keep  the  records  of  the  court  at 
the  place  where  the  eessions  of  the  court  are  held,  and 
shall  receive  for  the  services  performed  by  him  an  an- 
nual oompensation  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars, 
and  the  seme  foes  that  are  allowed  to  the  clerk  of  the 
aaid  coort  of  the  eastam  district  of  the  State,  and 
shall  be  aul^ect  in  every  respeet  to  the  same  respon- 
sibilities. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  ataeted.  That  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  be,  sod 
hereby  is,  authorixed  to  appoint  one.  person  as  Marshal, 
and  one  as  District  Attorney,  for  Ihe  said  western  ju- 
dicial district  of  the  United  States,  within  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  created  by  this  act,  and  that  the  terms  of 
appointment  and  service,  together  with  the  duties  and 
responaiHlities  of  the  said  Marshal  and  District  Attor- 
ney, respectively,  for  the  district  aforesaid,  be,  in  all 
respects,  the  same  within  thoir  aaid  dbtrict  as  the 
terms  of  appointment  and  services,  the  duties  and  re- 
eponattnlitasa  of  the  Marshal  and  District  Attorney, 
respectively,  of  the  eastern  district  of  the  State  of 
Loaiaunat  and  shall  reeeive  an  annual  compensation 
of  two  handred  and. fifty  doUara  each, and  soch  foes 
and  emolamenta  as  are  received  by  the  Marshal  and 
Attorney   of   the  Umted  States,    for  the  State  of 


Mr.  J.  8.  JoBMaroif,  of  Louisiana,  earnestly 
urged  on  ihe  Hoase  the  immediate  passage  of  this 
bill,  «a  bctfig  rendered  peculiarly  necessary  by  the 
present  cirpttmstances  of  the  comitry. 

Mr.  CocKfi  objected  to  the  bill  on  acooant  of 
the  addition  of  .five  hundred  dn^lara  per  annum 
proponed  to  be  made  to  the  salary  of  the  Judge; 
which  he  mored  to  strike  ont  of  the. bill. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  of  New  York,  said,  as  the  bill 
had  been  only  this  morning  laid  upon  the  table, 
he  ahonld  pimer  ita  taking  the  ordinary  course  of 
bills.  For  which  purpose,  he  mored  that  it  be 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 


Mr.  Johnston  replied  to  both  the  ffentlemen. 
The  bill,  he  said,  being  recommended  hy  the  rep- 
resentation of  the  State,  as  necessary  for  the  due 
execution  of  the  laws  ia  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
he  thought  it  almost  a  matter  of  course  to  pass  it, 
especially  as  it  contained  uo  new  priaciples. 
with  regard  to  the  additional  salary  proposed  to 
be  allowed  to  the  judge,  he  thought  it  not  onlv 
reasonable,  but  absolutely  necessary  to  enable 
him  to  live,  dtc.  Mr.  J.  again  earnestly  pressed 
a  decision  on  the  bill  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Taylob,  at  some  length,  opposed  acting 
thus  suddenly  on  a  bill  of  this  ci^aracter,  and  stated 
his  objections  to  the  bill  itself,  on  the  ground  of 
the  inexpediency  of  multiplying  courts  and  officers, 
as  had  already  been  done  in  the  Districts  of  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia.  In  regard  to 
the  New  York  District,  the  division  of  it  into  two 
districts,  was  intended  to  answer  a  temporary  pur- 
pose, but  had  become  permanent,^  and  served  as  a 
plea  for  like  measures  in  other  States,  which 
might  well  have  been  dispensed  with.  &c, 

Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Mallary,  and  Mr.  Ross, 
joined  Mr.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  in  support  of 
the  bill.  In  the  course  of  some  further  reinarks 
made  by  the  latter  gentleman,  in  order  to  show 
the  necessity  for  establishing  this  new  district,  he 
stated  a  case  within  bis  knowledge,  in  which  an 
individual  living  at  the  distance  ol  four,  hvndared 
miles  from  the  present  seat  of  justice  (New  Or- 
leans) had  been  sued  by  the  United  States  for 
twenty-two  dollars;  and,  if  the  Government  were 
to  discharge  the  suit,  it  would  be  on  condition  that 
the  party  sued  should  pay  the  costs.  It  was  mainly 
on  the  ffround  of  the  necessity  of  such  a  court  for 
the  trial  of  criminal  cases,  that  he  advocated  this 
biU. 

The  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  was  negatived, 
by  50  votes  to  45. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  Cocke's  motion 
to  strike  out  the  proposed  addition  to  the  judge's 
salary,  it  was  strenuously  opposed  by  Mr.  John- 
ston, of  Louisiana,  and  Mr.  Wriqbt,  and  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Allen,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. The  principal  ground  of  Mr.  Allen's 
objection  was,  that  the  salary  of  the  district  judge 
of  Louisiana  is  now  higher  than  that  of  any  other 
like  officer  in  the  United  States,  and  he  was  op- 
posed to  raising  the  salary  of  this  district  judge, 
withQut  a  general  review  of  the  subject  of  the 
salaries  of  the  district  judges,  which  he  thought 
well  worthy  the  consideration  of  the  House,  oe- 
lieving  them  to  be  at  present  the  most  poorly  paid 
officers  in  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Cocke's  motion  to  amend  the  bill  was  ne- 
gatived, 52  votes  to  46.^ 

Mr.  Taylor  then  moved,  by  way  of  amend- 
ment, to  strike  out  the  whole  of  the  bill,  except 
the  enacting  clause,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the 
following : 

"  That,  in  addition  to  the  teems  of  ths  district  conrt 
of  Louisiana,  now  established  by  I^,  one  stated  term 
of  the  said  conrt  shall  be  held,  eiichy^ar,  at  Opeloa- 
sas courthonse,  to  commence  on  *the  third  Monday  of 
Aagust ;  and  the  district  judge  of  the  United  States 
for  the  State  of  Louisiana,  is  hereby  authorised  and 
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required  to  hold  special  Besiioni  of  the  said  court  at 
the  aaid  coarthouse,  in  Opelouias,  for  the  trial  of  crim- 
inal or  civil  caosec,  whenever  he  may  deem  it  ex- 
pedient" 

This  iDotion  was  earnestly  supported  by  Mr. 
Taylor,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Johnston,  Mr. 
Mallary,  and  Mr.  Wright. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Taylor's 
motion  to  amend  the  bill,  there  were — For  the 
amendment,  59 ;  aeainst  it,  60.  So  the  amend- 
ment was  negatived. 

On  the  question  to  order  this  bill  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  and,  being 
taken,  stood  as  follows : 

Yka» — MesiTk  Alexander,  Allen  of  TenneiMe, 
Ball,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Baylies,  Blackledge,  Brecken- 
ridge,  Bachanan,  Cannon,  Cassedy,  Chambers,  Cook- 
ling,  Conner,  Cook,  Coshman,  Dane,  Dickinson,  Dur- 
fee,  Dwight,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Farrelly, 
Forward,  Garnett,  Gorham,  Govan,  Hall,  Hamilton, 
Hardin,  Hemphill,  Holcombe,  Hubbard,  Ingham,  Jack- 
son, Jennings,  J.  T.  Johnson,  J.  8.  Johnston,  Jones 
of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Kirkland,  Left- 
wich,  Lincoln,  Little,  McCarty,  McLane,  McSherry, 
Mallaiy,  Mercer,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell 
of  South  Carolina,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Neale, 
Nelson  of  Maryland,  New,  Newton,  Patterson  of  New 
York,  PattersoD  of  Pennsylvania,  Phillips,  Pitcher, 
Reed  of  Massachusetts,  Reid  of  Georgia,  Rhea,  Ro- 
gers, Ross,  Russell,  Saunders,  Scott,  Sloane,  Alexan- 
der Smyth,  W.  Smith,  Sterling  of  New  York,  A.  Ste- 
▼enaon,  J.  Stepbenaon,  Stewart,  Tattnall,  Thompson, 
Tod,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Udree,  Vance^  Van 
Rensselaer,  Walworth,  Warfield,  Whipple,  Wood, 
Woodson,  and  Wright— 89. 

Nats — Messrs.  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Barber  of 
Connecticut*  Barstow,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Borland, 
Brown,  Burrows,  Butler,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of 
New  York,  Cocke,  Condict,  Crafts,  Cuthbert,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Floyd,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Geb- 
hard,  Gilmer,  Gross,  Harris,  Harvey,  Hawks,  Hill,  F. 
Johnson,  Keycs,  Lathrop,  Long,  McCoy,  Matlack, 
Matson,  Mattocks,  Metcalfe,  Murray,  Pierson,  Pium- 
er  of  New  Hampshire,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich, 
Rochester,  Arthur  Smith,  Sterling  of  Connecticut, 
Stoddard,  Swan,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Tucker 
of  South  Carolina,  Upham,  Van  Wyck,  While,  Wil- 
liams of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Wil- 
liamson,  and  Wilson — 67. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  receiveils  third  read- 
ing to-morrow. 

COLLECTION  OP  THE  CUSTOMS. 

The  House  then  ag[ain  took  up,  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  bill  turther  to  regulate  the  collec- 
tion of  duties  on  imports. 

The  discussion  or  the  details  of  the  bill  was  re- 
sumed^ on  amendments  proposed ;  in  which  the 
folio wmg  gentlemen  took  part : 

Messrs.  Tracy.  McLane,  Cambrelenq,  Gor- 
ham, Nelson  ot  Massachusetu,  Wood,  Bars- 
tow,  McKiM,  Buchanan,  Inqham,  and  Little. 

At  four  o'clock  the  Committee  rose  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  sit  again ;  and  then  the  House 
adjourned. 


Friday,  January  17. 

Mr.  Little  presented  a  petition  of  the  Alom 
and  Copperas  Company  of  Cape  Sable,  on  the 
rlYer  Magothy,  in  Maryfand,  signed  by  P.G.  Lech- 
lei  tner,  principal  of  said  company,  prayiog  that  a 
duty  of  three  cents  per  pound  on  alum,  and  tiro 
cents  per  pound  on  copperas,  may  be  imposed  on 
those  articles,  imported  from  foreign  coonuks; 
which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for  the 
more  effectual  encouratfement  and  protection  of 
certain  domestic  manufactures. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  James  Morrison,  respecting  lost  abstracts, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  reOef ;  which  wa» 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Distnci 
of  Columbia,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
certain  fire  engine  companies  of  Alexaodria; 
which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  sob- 
mitted  was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Kent,  trom  the  same  committee,  also  made 
an  unfayorable  report  on  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Colambia,  refened 
on  the  13th  instant;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  which  was  refened 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Joshua  Russell,"  reported  the  same  with- 
out amendment ;  which  was  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  extending  the  time  for  locating 
Virginia  military  land  warrants. 

Mr.  Campbell  also  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  "Williams,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  %i  the  whole  House  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob 
Shafer. 

Mr.  Plumer,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  I^ 
specting  the  district  court  ol  the  united  States  for 
the  District  of  Maine ;  which  bill  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  do- 
charged  from  the  farther  consideratioa  of  the  p^ 
tition  of  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of 
Sl  Augustine,  in  East  Florida,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Conklimg,  the  Committee 
on  NaTal  Afiairs  were  instructed  to  iaooire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  tor  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  nayal  academy  for  the  instrac* 
tioo  of  midshipmen  and  other  young  officers  in 
the  sciences  appertaining  to  their  profession. 

Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  Committee  cm  Naval 
Aflfairs,  to  which  was  committed  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  '<An  act  for  the  relief  of  A1D0 
Nichols,"  reported  the  same  without  amendmeit. 
and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 
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The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution directing  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of 
altering  and  amending  the  act  for  ascertaining 
claims  and  titles  to  lands  within  the  Territory  of 
Florida,  and  the  resolution  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to  make  the  said 
inquiry. 

Mr.  Lincoln  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  one 
day: 

Reaolvedt  That  the  Secretariet  of  the  Departments 
of  State,  the  Treasory,  War,  and  Navy,  be  directed, 
severally,  to  inform  this  House,  what  newspapers, 
jouTDals,  and  other  periodical  publications,  are  taken 
at  the  public  expense  in  their  respective  departments ; 
also  to  furnish  catalogues  of  all  books  which  have  been 
purchased  at  the  public  expense,  in  their  respective 
departmenU,  stating  the  titles  and  prices  of  such  as 
have  been  procured  each  year  during  the  last  six 
yean. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbaro,  the  Committee  on 
Rerolationary  Pensions  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  placing  on  the  pen- 
sion list  William  DaTis,  of  Madison  county,  New 
York,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  Mr. 
H.  accompanied  the  above  resolution  by  docu- 
ments in  support  of  the  claim  of  William  Davis. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hooks,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affidrs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  repairing  the  fort  at  Smith- 
ville,  in  North  Carolina,  or  to  erect  new  fortifica- 
tions at  a  more  suitable  site. 

LAND  SURVEYORS'  EXPENSES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  of  Tennessee,  the 
House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  now 
lying  on  the  table,  calling  for  information  respect- 
ing the  surveys  or  public  lands,  &c. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  by 
striking  out  the  whole  of  it  aAer  the  word  '^  l?e- 
sdved.'"  And  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

**That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  lay  before  this  House  a  statomeot  showing 
what  contracts  have  been  made  by  the  surveyor  gen- 
eral of  public  lands  in  the  States  of  Missouri  and 
JlJinoit,  and  Territory  of  Arkansas,  for  services  per- 
formed since  the  first  day  of  January,  1819;  with 
whom  made,  and  when ;  for  what  quantity  to  each ; 
whether  tb«  surveys  were  actually  made  by  the  ori- 
ginal contractors  in  person,  or  others,  under  sub-con- 
tracte ;  if  by  others,  at  what  price  per  mUe  said  surveys 
were  peribnned ;  what  price  was  stipulated  to  be  paid 
per  iBile  to  each  contractor;  and  whether  the  surveys 
have  been  faithfoUy  executed. 

Mr.  Cocke  said  he  could  see  no  reason  why  the 
House  should  call  for  information  in  regard  to 
other  surveyors,  when  they  wanted  information 
only  respecting  one,  or  for  the  accounts  of  that 
>ne  a  long  period  of  time  back,  when  the  accounts 
Ev-ere  settled  up  to  1819,  and  it  was  the  accounts 
subsequently  rendered  which  only  were  wanted, 
rbe  complaints  against  the  surveyor,  referred  to 
a  Che  proposed  amendment,  were  mention^  at 
he  last  sessbn  of  Congress,  and  were  well  known 
o  the  gentleman  who  yesterday  moved  the  amend* 


ment  to  this  resolution.  If  the  information  which 
was  really  wanted  was  wished  to  be  received 
during  the  present  session,  it  could  only  be  accom- 
plished by  limiting  the  range  of  it,  as  proposed  in 
the  amendment,  &c. 

Mr.  CoNDiCT,  of  New  Jersey,  said  that  he  was 
in  favor  of  the  amendment,  but  suggested  the  pro- 
priety of  calling,  in  such  a  case  as  this,  where 
copies  of  accounts  onlv  were  wanted,  directly 
ufwn  the  Secretary  of  tne  Treasury  for  the  infor- 
mation, instead  of  requesting  the  President  to 
communicate  it. 

Mr.  Cocke  acceded  to  this  suggestion,  and 
modified  his  resolution  accordingly. 

Mr.  ScoTT,  of  Missouri,  said  he  was  opposed  to 
the  amendment  now  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Cocke,^  as  a  substitute  for 
the  original  proposition  submitted  by  the  member 
from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Vance.)  The  shape  given  to 
the  orifi;inal  resolution,  by  the  amendments  adopt- 
ed in  the  House  the  other  day^  would  meet  all  tne 
objects  of  iust  or  necessary  mqukry.  Mr.  S.  re- 
quested to  know,  and  it  was  certainly  not  for  him 
to  sav,  why  the  members  from  Ohio  and  Tennes- 
see snrunk  from  an  examination  into  the  official 
conduct  of  the  surveyors  in  their  quarters,  and 
seemed  so  desirous  to  point  out,  for  particular  ani- 
madversion, the  conduct  of  the  surveyor  general 
of  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas.  They  had 
not  only  selected  the  individual,  but  proposed  to 
limit  the  inquiry  to  a  specific  time.  Air.  S.  depre- 
cated this  as  an  unjust  mode  of  legislation,  and 
an  improper  manner  of  exercising  the  inquisitorial 
powers  or  the  House  in  the  call  for  information. 
It  was  not  for  Mr.  S.  to  say  why  this  course  was 
pursued  in  relation  to  Qeneral  Rector,  whom  he 
knew  to  be  a  correct  and  honorable  man,  but  he 
called  on  gentlemen  to  answer  why  this  course 
was  adopted?  What  was  the  answer  that  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Cocke)  gave? 
That  he  had  received  information  out  of  doors, 
either  in  conversation  or  by  letters,  that  the  sur- 
veying had  been  badlv  executed,  and  that  more 
had  been  charged  to  the  Governtnent,  in  the  ac- 
counts renderra,  than  had  been  paid  for  the  actual 
surveying  to  the  sub-contractors.  Mr.  S.  denied 
the  fact  as  charged,  but  at  the  same  time  asked 
the  ^ntleman  if  this  was  the  correct  way  of  at- 
tackmg  the  character  of  any  man  ?  If  the  infor- 
mation in  possession  of  gentlemen  was  official, 
why  not  give  it  to  the  House?  If  merelv  circum- 
stantial, it  ought  not  to  be  credited  by  honorable 
members.  In  all  cases  where  character  was  in- 
volved, gentlemen  ought  to  place  the  charges  in 
a  less  "questionable  shape,''  and  not  give  such 
charges  "  the  sanction  of  their  name  and  brief  au- 
thority," till  they  were  certain  the  information 
deserved  credit.  This  was  not  the  case  here. 
G^eral  Rector  and  his  friends  could  not  repel 
insinuations,  where  no  clue  was  given  from 
whence  that  information,  covering  tne  charges, 
had  originated. 

If  the  ^ntleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Cocke) 
would  give  point  and  body  to  his  charge,  Mr. 
Scott  pledged  himself  to  go  to  the  full  extent  of 
his  power  to  correct  the  evil;  he  did  not  care 
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whether  the  corruption  and  miscondaet  charged, 
lay  at  the  door  of  a  surveyor  general,  Indian  agent, 
or  any  officer  in  the  discharge  of  either  civil  or 
military  duties — if  it  even  descended  to  camp  ket- 
tles or  umbrellas,  Mr.  S.  would  aid  in  correcting 
the  abuse.  Mr.  S.  was  free  to  admit,  that,  in 
some  surveying,  it  misht  be  done  for  less  tnan 
three  dollars  per  mile;  but,  in  others,  it  would  cost 
more.  A  man,  taking  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty, 
townships,  would  generally  find,  that,  in  the  ag- 
gregate, three  dollars  per  mile  was  but  a  moderate 
compensation ;  in  many  places  more  was  allowed. 
Last  year  four  dollars  had  been  allowed  for  sur- 
veying the  lands  in  Florida,  which  was  less  diffi- 
cult than  the  bottoms  and  swamps  in  the  Missouri, 
Illinois,  and  Arkansas ;  in  other  places  six  dollars 
per  mile  had  been  allowed.  And  it  was  the  ob- 
ject of  Mr.  S.  to  show,  hy  calling  for  the  infor- 
mation as  far  back  as  1805,  nay.  1802,  when  the 
present  system,  in  relation  to  tne  public  lands 
commenced,  to  show  that  it  was  the  common  law 
of  the  land,  a||d  had  been  isanctioned  by  every  ad- 
ministration, m  the  settlement  of  all  the  accounts 
of  the  several  surveyors  general,  and  principal 
deputy  surveyors,  to  allow  them  three  dollars  per 
mue,  as  no  more  than  a  moderate  and  adequate 
compensation ;  and,  also,  to  collate  the  accounts 
uf  the  party  here  accused  of  misconduct,  with 
those  of  other  distinguished  officers^  and  evince, 
that  the  surveying,  under  his  administration,  had 
been  as  well,  as  cheaply,  and  as  £uthfully  done, 
as  under  that  of  any  other,  without  exception. 
Indeed,  Mr.  8.  wished  it  was  as  convenient  for 
the  gentleman  of  Tennes^e,  (Mr.  Cocke,}  to  visit 
the  country  on  the  Mississippi  and  ArJuinsas  su^d 
to  retrace  and  measure  the  lands  as  it  was  to  visit 
the  Rip  Raps,  he  would  request  the  gentleman  to 
make  a  trip  there  also,  and  see  if  conversion  in  ihe 
one  could  not  be  produced,  if  it  could  not  in  the 
other. 

The  information  here  called  for  could  not  pos- 
sibly be  of  any  service  on  the  question  of  ap- 
Sropriation,  for  tne  surveying  done  in  1821.  That 
epended  on  the  instructions  then  given,  and 
copies  had  been  furnished  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  (General  Smith) 
last  year,  and  would  be  again  produced,  together 
with  other  statements,  showing  that  General  Rec- 
tor had  done  his  duty  well,  and  in  the  general 
conformed  to  his  instructions.  Mr.  Scott  hoped 
that  the  amendment  would  not  be  adopts ;  but, 
that,  if  the  House  sought  information,  it  wotild  be 
in  a  general  shape^  and  calculated,  when  produced, 
to  shed  all  the  light  on  the  suoject,  and.  come 
when  it  would,  he  did  not  fear  to  state,  that  the 
conduct  of  the  officer  in  question  would  appear  in 
such  colors  as  to  silence  those  who  now  seemed 
disposed  to  clamor  against  him.  The  objection 
that  if  vou  ^o  back  to  1805,  the  information  could 
not  be  had  in  time,  was  not  the  fault  of  General 
Rector  or'his  friends.  If  those  who  seem  to  have 
considered  it  their  peculiar  duty  to  guard  the  Gov- 
ernment from  impositions,  had  been  remiss  in  not 
calling  early  for  the  information,  let  the  blame 
rest  on  them  and  not  on  others.  General  Rector 
was  desirous  of  a  general  investigation,  and  the 


original  resolution  was  well  calculated  to  prodace 
the  effect. 

Mr.  Rh£a,  of  Tennessee,  was  in  favor  of  the 
amendment.  It  was  acknowledged,  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Missouri,  that  rumors  have  beea 
afloat  in  regard  to  the  supposed  improprieC|r  in  the 
conduct  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Illinois,  dbc. 
These  rumors  are  either  well  founded  or  they  are 
not.  Mr.  R.  said,  he  professed  himself  to  be  a 
friend  to  the  General,  and  he  trusted  he  would 
come  out  clear  from  this  inquiry.  The  attempt 
however,  to  evade  the  inquiry,  would  do  no  good 
to  that  officer.  We  have  heard  no  complaint  of 
wrong-doine  on  the  part  of  surveyors  as  w  down 
as  1805,  and  why  should  the  inquiry  be  carried 
down  so  far  ?  Mr.  R.  said  he  was  particularly 
desirous  to  have  this  amendment  adopted  for  an- 
other reason.  He.  wished  to  kuow  what  kind  of 
land  had  been  laid  off  for  the  soldiers  of  the  late 
war,  the  land  set  apart  Ua  that  object  having 
been  surveyed  under  the  particular  care  of  this 
officer,  dbc. 

Mr.  Vamce,  of  Ohio,  said,  that,  in  making  this 
call  for  information  relative  to  the  surveyor  gen- 
eral of  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas,  his  only 
object  was  to  enable  the  House  to  act  understaad- 
ingly  on  a  certain  appropriation,  that  we  shaold 
be  called  on  to  oaake  before  the  close  of  this  ses- 
sion, which  had  been  withheld  from  the  tadirid- 
uals  who  had  performed  those  services,  for  more 
than  one  year.  This  appropriation  was  withheld 
owing  to  the  misconstruction,  by  this  sarveyor 
general,  of  orders  received  from  the  Treasury  L>e- 
partment,  in  which  the  surveys,  in  this  gentle- 
man's district,  had  been  eiteaded  raoeh  bevond 
the  amoimt  of  monev  appropriated  for  that  oinect ; 
and,  as  was  conteooied  by  gentlemen  who  had  ex- 
amined this  subject,  not  warranted  by  the  orders 
from  the  Treasury  Department.  This  is  the  rea- 
son that  induced  me  to  make  the  call,  and  nothing' 
personal  towards  General  Rector.  This  eentle- 
man  he  had  heard  well  spoken  of,  and  he  noped, 
on  the  investk;ation,  he  would  come  out  cleat  of 
suspicion.  Iiotherwise,  he^  for  one,  woald  be  in 
favor  of  his  removal  from  this  important  station. 

Mr.  McCoy,  of  Virginia,  said  he  thought  the 
resolution  ought  to  be  made  general,  so  as  to  ia- 
dode  the  returns  of  all  the  surveyors  siaee  c6e 
year  1819 ;  and  be  moved  to  amend  the  aaiefid' 
ment  to  that  effect.  His  object  was  lo  have  ia- 
foroiatioa  to*  enable  the  Hoeae  to  aee  whether  the 
public  lands  cannot  be  surveyed  for  less  mooey 
than  they  now  ^re ;  and,  with  this  view,  he  should 
like  to  have  information  from  every  seelioii  of  tbe 
country  where  the  public  lands  lie.  The  origiaal 
motion,  however,  to  go  back  to  the  year  1806, 
would  put  the  House  in  such  a  sitnatioa  that  a 
would  not  be  able  to  obtain,  during  tbe  sessaoa, 
the  information  which  was  wanted.  Mr.  McC. 
said  that  he  had  nothinj^  to  say  against  €cctkera) 
Rector.  He  knew  but  little  of  him,  but  that  lie 
was  a  Virginian  by  birth,  and  he  had  always  un- 
derstood him  to  be  a  man  of  high  character. 

Mr.  Cocke  said  he  had  no  dispostticm  u>  im- 
peach GeiMral  Rector  more  than  any  other  aan. 
He  was  induced  to  offer  tbe  amesdme&t  in  its 
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present  shape,  on  the  groand  that  the  accounts  of 
all  the  other  surveyors  were  settled  at  the  Treas- 
ury exeept  those  of  the  surveyor  particularly  men- 
tiooed.  He  could  have  no  personal  objection,  he 
aid,  to  General  Rector.  Until  be  came  to  this 
place,  he  never  saw  him  in  his  life.  In  order  to 
bare  the  matter  as  fnlly  investigated  as  ]>ossible, 
be  woald  most  cheerfully  yield  to  the  wishes  of 
tbe  gentleman  from  Virgmia,  and  accept  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  McCoy  as  a  modi- 
fication of  his  motion.  The  accounts  embraced 
by  it  might  be  obtained  during  the  session;  but, 
il  the  resolution  went  as  far  back  as  1805.  be  was 
wrsoaded  the  object  of  it  would  be  defeated. 
With  renrd,  said  Mr.  C,  to  the  expressions  about 
the  Rip  Raps,  and  so  on,  which  have  been  used 
bf  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  they  pass  by  me 
like  the  idle  wind. 

Some  conversation  took  place,  in  which  Mr. 
Scott,  Mr.  CocKfi,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Johnston, 
iod  Mr.  Jennings,  took  part,  on  a  suggestion  to 
loelade  in  the  motion  the  deputy  surveyors  gene- 
ral; which  was  overruled  by  the  Hou.se,  on  the 
groand,  apparently,  that  the  surveyor  general's 
Ktnns  would  include  those  of  the  deputies.  In 
the  cooiK  of  this  conversation — 

Mr.  Jennings  remarked,  that  the  resolution 
presented  to  him  objections,  either  with  or  with- 
opt  (he  pending  amendment,  which  would  induce 
iiim  to  Tote  against  it  in  either  shape.  Some  gen- 
donen  wished  for  the  information  to  enable  them 
U)  form  a  correct  estimate  whether  too  much 
money  was  not  paid  for  the  surveys  of  the  public 
lands,  while  others  wanted  it  for  the  purpose  of 
kooviag  whether  the  official  conduct  of  the  sur- 
Tejor  general  of  Illinois,  Missouri,  &c..  has  been 
Bnexceptionable.  He  should  suppose,  it  any  gen- 
^Q  believed  that  officer  had  not  discharged 
^dat^,  they  ought  to  go  directly  to  their  object, 
l^resolntion,  however,  includes  all  the  survey- 
^  general,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  at  one  of 


The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cocke's 
imeadment ;  which  was  agreed  to.  The  resolu- 
i^on,  is  thus  amended,  was  then  agreed  to  with- 

oaUdiTision. 

UNITED  jfTATBa  COURTS  IN  LOUISIANA. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  better  organization 
of  ^  district  court  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  was 
«M » third  ihne. 

Mr.  CoctE  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with 
i»trnctions  to  amend  it  so  as  to  leave  it  a  simple 
P^vttioanuthorizing  the  holding  additional  terms 
of  tte  court  in  Opeloosas. 

"«« arose  a  debate,  which  lasted  several  hours, 
^  the  poiots,  whether  additional  compensation 
«oald  be  given  to  the  district  judge,  and  whether 
w  this  additional  court,  a  new  marshal,  clerk,  or 
"torney,  should  be  appointed.  The  ground  was 
y^^^j  but  it  was  strongly  contested  by  the 
m«nfe  of  the  biU,  headed  by  Mr.  Johnston  of 
Louisiana,  and  its  opponents,  led  by  Mr.  Cocke. 

'^f*  J(>HN8T0N,  zealous  in  his  cause,  was  sup- 
P^  by  Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Mali^art,  and  Mr. 
icccER ;  and  Mr.  Cookb  was  closely  followed, 
17lhOoii.2d8B88-2l 


on  the  same  side,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York, 
who  zealously  opposed  the  creation,  unnecessarily, 
as  he  contended,  of  new  offices.  Mr.  Cook,  Mr. 
ToMLiNSON,  and  Mr.  Ketes,  also  supported  the 
recomihitment.  Mr.  Rhea  also  favored  a  recom- 
mitment, without  instructions. 

Finally,  the  instructions  were  stricken  out  of 
the  motion  for  recommitment,  by  80  votes  to  70. 
The  motion  for  recommitment  was  withdrawn ; 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnston  himself,  the 
House  reconsidered  the  vote  by  which  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  being  again  open  to  amendment, 
amendments  were  proposed ;  when,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Johnston,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  be  printed. 

The  House,  then,  not  without  considerable  op- 
position to  the  recess  of  to-morrow,  adjourned 
over  to  Monday. 


Monday,  January  20. 

John  Sergeant,  from  Pennsylvania,  appeared, 
and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Hill  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  inhab- 
itants of  Lincoln  county,  State  of  Maine,  praying 
that  the  town  of  Dresden  may  be  made  a  port  of 
entry. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  memo- 
rial from  the  Board  for  Internal  Improvement  of 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,  praying  the  aid  of 
Government  in  the  removal  of  certain  sand  bars, 
at  the  entrance  of  Cape  Fear  river. — Referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Con dict  presented  two  memorials  from  the 
inhabitants  of  New  Brunswick,  and  the  adjacent 
country,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  praying  that 
the  aid  of  Qovernment  may  be  extended  to  the 
manufacturing  interest'  of  the  nation. — ^Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  which  is 
committed  the  "Bill  for  the  more  effectual  en- 
couragement of  certain  domestic  manufactures.*' 

Mr.  Hamilton  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
banking  institutions,  insurance  companies,  ana 
individuals,  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  pray- 
ing that  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  may  be  so  amended  as  to  release  the  said 
bank  and  its  offices  from  the  obligation  of  re- 
ceiving, in  payment  of  all  dues  to  the  Govern- 
ment, the  notes  of  all  the  different  offices  of  the 
said  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  whatever  part 
of  the  Union  such  office  mav  be  located. — >K^ 
ferred  to  Messrs.  Hemphi<.l,  CTambreleng,  Mer- 
cer, Mallary,  and  McKim. 

Mr.  Rhea  presented  a  memorial  of  the  eighth 
convection  oi  the  Manumission  Society  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  praying  that  Conffress  will 
take  the  situation  of  the  people  of  color  of  the 
United  States,  held  in  slavery,  into  their  consid- 
eration, and  provide  by  law  for  their  relief. — Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Francis  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill 
further  to  regulate  the  Post  Office  Department ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 
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Mr.  McCoy,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Loudon  Case, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Plumer.  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  on  tne  Judiciary,  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred,  reported  a  bill  concerning  patents ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.    The  bill  is  as  follows : 

"  Be  it  enacted,  4«.,  That,  to  all  auits  instituted,  after 
the  passage  of  this  act,  for  the  Tiolation  of  the  rights 
of  patentees,  their  eiecutora,  administrators,  or  assigns, 
under  the  several  acts  of  Congress  concerning  patents, 
costs  shall  be  allowed  such  patentees,  their  executors, 
administrators,  or  assigns,  in  all  cases  where  the  sum 
recovered  by  them  or  any  of  them  in  damages  shaU 
not  be  less  Uian  fifty  dollars.*' 

Mr.  Ton,  from  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures, laid  before  the  House  a  statement  exhibiting 
a  view  of  the  duties  as  at  present  imposed  on  cer- 
tain imports,  compared  with  the  duties  proposed 
to  be  imposed  on  the  same  articles  by  the  bill  now 
pending  before  this  House  for  the  more  effectual 
encouragement  and  protection  of  certain  domes- 
tic manufactures;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
having  under  consideration  the  aforesaid  bill. 

Mr.  Wriobt,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  petition  of  Doctor  James  Smith,  upon  the 
subject  of  vaccination,  reported  '^  that,  perceiving 
no  other  purpose  in  the  petition  than  the  enact- 
ment of  some  law  on  the  subject,  and  bdieving 
legislation  thereon  to  be  inexpedient,  they  beg 
leave  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof." 

The  report  was  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Lincoln  on 
the  17th  instant,  and  laid  on  the  table  under  the 
nile.  was  taken  up,  read,  modified,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House,  as  ibllows : 

Reaohed,  That  the  Secretaries  of  the  Departments 
of  Bute,  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy,  be  directed, 
seveimlly,  to  inform  this  House  what  newspapers, 
ionmals,  and  other  periodical  publications,  charts  and 
Instruments,  maps  and  prints,  are  taken  at  the  pablic 
expense  in  their  respective  departments :  AI90,  to  ftir- 
niui  catalogues  of  all  books  v^hich  have  been  pur- 
chased at  the  i>ubfic  expense  in  their  respective  de- 
Cxtments,  stating  the  titles  and  prices  of  such  as 
m  been  procured  each  year,  during  the  last  six 
yean. 

Mr.  Rich  submitted  the  following  resc^ution, 
which  was  agreed  to  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  one  day. 

Renhed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  arranged  and  laid  before 
this  House  a  digest,  showing  such  changes  of  the 
commcroial  regulations  of  the  dififerent  foreign  conn- 
tries  with  which  the  United  States  have  intercourse, 
as  shall  have  been  adopted,  and  come  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Eiecntive,  subsequent  to  the  formation  of 
the  digest  communicated' to  the  Senate  on  the  7th  of 
December,  1819. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hernandez,  the  Committee 


on  Public  Lands  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  vesting  so  much  of  the  public  lou 
and  houses  within  the  city  of  Pensacola,  in  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  as  may  not  be  required  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  in  the  City  Council 
of  said  city,  and  for  iu  benefit  and  improvement. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  F.  Johnson,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Afiairs  were  instructed  to  inqnire  into 
the  amount  of  annual  expenditures  in  support  of 
the  marine  corps ;  the  number  of  officers  and  men 
composing  that  corps ;  what  services  they  render 
to  the  United  States ;  also,  into  the  expediency  of 
reducing  the  number,  or  of  abolishing  the  same. 
Mr.  Mallary  moved  the  following : 
Reeohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  proridiog 
for  an  equal  selection  of  midslupmen  for  the  Navy. 
from  the  difiierent  States  of  the  Union. 

In  submitting  this  resolution,  Mr.  M.  said  La 
object  was  to  attach  every  part  of  the  naticui  to 
that  essential  arm  of  national  defence,  the  Navy. 
by  giving  to  every  part  of  the  nation  an  interest 
in  ita  prosnerity,  dbc.  so  far  as  that  effect  might  be 
produced  hy  the  equal  distribution  of  the  offices 
among  the  population  of  our  ccnntry.  Such  a 
distribution,  he  believed,  would  have  the  further 
effect  to  strengthen  the  (Government.  With  ttiese 
views,  he  hoped  to  be  indulged  in  the  proposed 
inouiry. 

The  resolve  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RuooLB8,the  Hooae  took  up, 
and  proceeded  to  consider,  the  report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of  Abra- 
ham Snyder :  whereupoiK  it  was  ordered  that  the 
petition  and  report  be  rmrred  to  the  Committet 
on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hooae  a  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  transmit- 
ting a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  re- 
specting the  cost  and  expediency  of  fortifying 
Thompson's  island,  or  Key  West;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  A&irs. 

NAVAL  PEACE  BSTABLISHMBNT. 

Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  Message  from 
the  President,  upon  the  subject  of  a  NavaT  Peace 
Establishment,  made  a  report  thereon,  aceom- 
nanied  by  a  bill  to  fix  and  render  penaaneBt  the 
Naval  Peace  Establishment  of  the  United  States; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  coouaitted  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  tbi 
Union.     The  report. is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Navsi  Aflhirs,  to  whom  wsl 
committed  the  Meesege  of  the  Presidant  of  the  Unite! 
States,  transmitting  a  plan  for  the  Peace  EslablBlp 
ment  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  commaiu^ 
catad  at  the  present  senion  of  Congress,  res 
report : 

Before  the  lata  war  between  the  United  States 
Great  Britain,  seversi  acts  of  Congress,  at 
periods,  established  the  amount  and  character  of 
naval  force  which  was  then  deemed  oomnaeo 
with  our  national  resources,  and  adapted  to  the  stst 
of  our  relations  with  foreign  countries,  eii«ttng  or  mo. 
tidpated.    The  changes,  however,  were  so    frc^ecti 
and  the  efforts  to  increase  our  naval  strsngth  were 
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inccmiit,  that  it  wu  toaad,  in  practiMi  unneccaiary 
to  Umtt  Uie  number  oi  TeateU  to  be  comtracted,  ex- 
cept bj  •  due  appropriation  of  onr  fiaeal  means;  and, 
bad  tiiMe  been  greater  at  the  period  of  the  war,  there 
is  no  doubt  that  the  poliej  of  our  Government  would 
lkar«  inereaMd  onr  Navy  in  equal  proportion,  at  least, 
with  oor  other  military  defences. 

Since  that  war,  whieh  so  fully  developed  to  our 
country  and  the  world  the  vigor  sind  efficiency  of  the 
American  naval  character^  even  when  we  possessed 
only  an  inconsiderable  number  of  officers  and  ships  of 
wir,  our  Government  has  but  fulfilled  the  wishes  of 
the  nation  in  adopting,  and  steadily  adhering  to,  a 
liberal  plan  for  the  <*  gradual  increase"  and  early  re- 
fpectability  of  our  naval  power. 

The  act  appropriating  the  sum  of  eight  millions  of 
dollars,  to  be  employed  in  constructing  nine  ships  of 
the  line  and  twelve  frigates,  with  a  subsequent  modi- 
fication, extending  the  time  for  the  accomplishment  of 
the  object,  is  still  in  Ibrce ;  and  the  ships  proposed  are 
in  sudi  a  state  of  forwardness,  that  there  is  reason  to 
expect  their  completion  and  equipment  within  the 
time  contemplated,  and  without  requiring  additional 
sppropriations. 

While  such  has  been  our  policy  in  regard  to  the 
Gonitruction  of  veeeele  of  war,  the  Executive,  not  be- 
iag  restrained  by  any  provision  of  existing  lawe,  has 
continued  to  increase,  by  oeoaeional  promotions,  and 
bj  new  appointments  in  the  inferior  grades,  the  num- 
ber of  officers  in  our  naval  service ;  yet,  though  the 
present  nomber  in  some  of  the  grades,  perhaps,  ex- 
ceeds the  indispensable  complement  of  the  vessels 
already  built,  it  ialls  far  abort  of  such  complement  for 
those  which  are  in  a  train  of  speedy  completion.   The 
comnttlse  have  ako  adverted  to  Uie  circumetanoe,  that 
•  niD«fa  larger  number  of  aloope  and  small  vessels  vf 
war  will  be  wanted  to  form  a  just  proportion  to  the 
■hips  of  the  Iwgier  dansas,  in  the  event  of  a  oonteat 
with  any  maritime  Po'Wer.    They  would  remark,  also, 
is  preved  by  the  experience  of  other  nations,  p«rhape 
even  more  than  our  own,  that  shipe  may  be  construct- 
ed and  equipped  in  far  leas  time,  on  the  appioach  of 
War,  than  is  requisite  to  discipline  and  train  a  corpa 
of  offiesn,  to  whom  the  command  of  them  might  be 
■ifelj  iBtrosted.     The  committee,  therefore,  believe 
that  it  is  not  expedient  to  diminish  the  present  num- 
ber of  officers  in  service ;  and  they  are  disposed  espe- 
cially to  refer  to  the  discretion  of  the  Executive  the 
expediency  of  increasing,  to  a  reasonable  extent,  the 
nmsber  of  midshipmen,  as  a  class  of  officers  to  whom 
ovr  foteie  Navy  must  look  for  experience,  discipline, 
Md  naetical  ecienee.    Advantage  might  be  supposed 
to  seenM  to  the  pobUe  eervice,  by  striking  from  the 
list  of  ofioers  eome  whoee  age  or  infirmities  render 
them  no  JoBger  naefol ;  but  •  power  of  eo  much  deli- 
ciqr  «i|ht  never  to  be  eseideed  by  legislatien.    If  iu 
pelicy  or  jostice  weio  admitted,  the  Bieeutive  ie  the 
only  oigan  of  the  ConslttalaoB  whieh,  in  the  discharge 
of  BQcfa  a  dnty,  pooBesaes  the  competent  meene  of  in* 
An»atieB,  and  which  ought,  therefore,  to  aasume  the 
responsibility.  Yet  it  is  believed,  on  no  alight  groundsi 
that  the  oorpe  of  naval  effiocrs  in  our  service  yield  to 
no  equal  number  of  any  nation  in  correctness  of  de- 
portment and  aobriety  of  habits,  as  well  as  in  nautical 
ski]],  experience,  and  characteristic  boldness. 

A  considerable  expenditure  will  be  saved  by  the  pro- 
vieions  proposed  in  the  organixatien  of  the  several 
naval  stations ;  and  the  recommendation  of  the  Be- 
ptrtment  of  the  Kavy  is  deemed  by  the  committee  to 


be  founded  on  just  principles,  in  making  a  distinction 
between  oflicers  on  shore  and  those  who  are  either  in 
active  service,  or  for  the  most  part  remote  from  thoir 
fiamilies  and  their  homes. 

The  medical  department  of  the  naval  service  has 
been  fully  considered  by  the  committee,  and  they  have 
had  recourse  to  all  the  meane  of  information  in  their 
power,  to  discover  the  nature  and  extent  of  defects 
acknowledged  to  exist,  for  the  purpose  of  proposing,  if 
possible,  an  effectual  remedy.  They  are  fully  con« 
vinced  that  appointments  in  that  branch  of  the  eervice 
have  hitherto  been  made  with  too  little  discrimination, 
and  that  many  have  entered  it  who,  on  a  due  exami- 
nation of  their  competency,  would  have  been  rejected. 
They  are  equally  convinced  that  the  pay  and  emolu* 
ments  of  surgeons  and  surgeons'  mates,  though  per- 
haps aufficient  to  induce  young  practitioners  tp  engage 
for  a  few  years,  with  a  view  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
enperior  practical  advantages  to  be  found  in  the  ser- 
vice, are  very  incompetent  to  retain  in  service  many 
of  the  most  able  and  faithful  of  the  foeulty.  The 
compensation  for  the  most  learned,  experienced,  and 
useful  surgeons,  even  after  a  life  devoted  to  doty,  is 
hot  little  greater  than  that  of  a  lieutenant ;  and  his 
slender  compensation  is  not,  like  that  of  the  latter, 
submitted  to  for  the  present  in  proepect  of  approaching 
promotion.  Neither  honors  nor  increaeing  pay  en- 
courage him  to  improve  in  knowledge,  and  signalixe 
himself  by  saoerior  merit  Though  many  of  the  sur- 
geons in  our  Navy  are  men  of  skill  and  eminence,  it 
ie  feared  that  many  will  abandon  the  service  in  dis- 
gust, and  that,  of  those  who  remain,  some  of  the  meet 
valuable  are  retained  by  the  hope  of  a  more  suitable 
provision  being  made  by  an  enlightened  country.  The 
committee  believe  that  the  eeotions  In  the  bill  whidh 
they  have  submitted,  will  place  the  medical  corps  of 
the  Navy  on  such  a  basis  bb  comports  with  the  true 
intereets  of  the  service. 

These  are  some  of  the  considerations  which  have 
guided  the  committee  in  proposing  a  Naval  Peace  Es- 
tablishment, of  the  character  and  extent  provided  in 
the  bill  which  accompanies  this  report.  They  are  not 
so  sanguine  as  to  expect  that  all  its  details,  though 
generally  founded  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  assisted  by  the  practical  expe- 
rience of  the  Board  attached  to  the  Department,  wiH 
meet  the  concurrence  of  the  House.  It  may  be  proper 
to  state,  that  the  proposition  of  establishing  higner 
grades  of  rank  than  have  heretofore  existed,  may  be 
deemed  by  some  inexpedient  at  this  time;  and  the 
committee  are  led  to  acquieece  in  the  recommendation 
of  the  Department,  more  with  a  view  to  the  future 
condition  of  our  Navy,  and  to  the  part  it  must  hereafter 
act  in  any  conflict  with  a  maritime  Power,  than  from 
an  opinion  that  its  present  circumstances  render  the 
measure  indispensaUe.  £ven  in  peace,  however,  they 
are  of  opinion  that  superior  rank,  in  the  naval  as  well 
ae  in  the  military  service,  will  be  conducive  to  subor- 
dination and  wholesome  discipline ;  and  the  incoiisid- 
erable  addition  of  expense  which  it  involves  ought  not 
to  present  an  obstacle  to  the  attainment  of  an  obvious 
benefit. 

The  committee  are  far  from  intending,  by  the  mea- 
sure now  propoeed,  to  arrest  the  progrees,  or  to  retard 
the  derelopiiient  of  onr  naval  resources,  so  far  as  may 
correspond  with  the  just  views  of  policy,  and  th^  aouni 
discretion  of  our  Government ;  and  they  would  hesi- 
tate to.  recommend  its  adoption  at  the  present  seesion 
of  Congress,  did  they  not  deem  its  tendency  propitioiie 
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to  that  progren,  and  to  thoae  Ttews,  But,  in  eaae  it 
■boald  be  found  otherwiao,  it  will  be  perceived  by  thoae 
who  ahall  hereaiUr  be  intraated  with  the  regnlation 
of  oar  maritime  defencea,  and  the  error,  when  dia- 
eovered,  will,  without  doubt,  be  promptly  corrected. 

COMMERCE  AND  NAVIGATION. 

The  Speaker  communicated  the  following  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury : 

Tbsasubt  Dspabtxekt,  Jan.  18,  1823. 

8i& :  In  conformity  with  the  proviaiona  of  the  act 
of  10th  January,  1820,  entitled  **An  act  to  provide 
for  obtaining  accurate  atatementa  of  the  foreign  com- 
merce of  the  United  Statea,*'  I  have  the  honor  to  aob- 
mit  the  following  atatementa  of  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  the  United  Statea,  during  the  year  end- 
ing on  the  30th  September,  1822,  viz : 

lat.  A  general  atatement  of  the  quantity  and  value 
of  merchandiae  imported  into  the  United  Statea. 

3d.  A  aummary  atatement  of  the  aame. 

3d.  A  general  atatement  of  the  quantity  and  value 
of  domeatic  artidea  exported. 

4th.  A  general  atatement  of  the  quantity  and  value 
of  foreign  artidea  exported. 

6th  and  6th.  Summaiy  atatementa  of  the  value  of 
domeatic  and  foreign  articlea  exported. 

7th.  A  general  atatement  of  the  amount  of  Ameri- 
can and  foreign  tonnage  employed  in  the  foreign  trade 
of  the  United  Stotea. 

8th.  A  general  atatiatical  view  of  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  the  United  Statea ;  and 

9th.  A  atatement  of  the  tonnage  entered  and  dear- 
ed.  in  and  from  the  aeveral  Statea. 

From  theae  atatementa,  it  appeara  that  the  importa, 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  30thof  September,  1822, 
have  amounted  to  983^241,641,  of  which  amount  $76,- 
964,331  were  imported  in  American  veicela  and  $6,- 
267,210  in  foreign  veaaela:  That  the  exporta  have, 
during  the  aame  period,  amounted  to  $72,160,281,  of 
which  $49,874,079  were  domeatic,  and  $22,286,202 
were  foreign  articlea :  That  of  the  domeatic  artidea 
$39,931,913  were  exported  in  American  veaaela,  and 
f9,942,166  in  foreign  veaaela;  and,  of  the  foreign  arti- 
dea exported,  $20,783,656  were  exported  in  Ameri- 
can, and  $1,502,647  in  foreign  veaaela :  That  787,961 
tone  of  American  abipping  entered,  and  813,748  clear- 
ed from  porta  of  the  United  Statea;  and  that  100,641 
tone  of  roreign  shipping  entered,  and  97,490  deared 
from  the  porta  of  the  United  Statea  during  the  aame 
period. 

I  remain,  with  retpect,  See. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
Hon.  Philip  P.  Baebovb, 

Speaker  of  the  Houee  of  lUpreeentaiivee. 

The  letter  was  read,  and,  with  the  documents, 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hill,  of  Maine,  500  extra 
copies  of  the  letter  and  documents  accompanying 
the  same,  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  by  a  vote  of 
69  to  37. 

DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

The  House  then  aniin  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
on  the  unfinished  business  of  Thursday  last,  being 
a  bill  regulating  the  duties  on  imports. 

The  gentlemen  who  took  an  active  part  in  ar- 
ranging the  details  of  the  bill,  and  discussing  the 


various  amendments  proposed  to  it  in  the  coio- 
mittee,  to-day,  are  Messrs.  McKim,  uambrelehq, 
CoLOEN,  Little,  McLanb,  Tract,  Wkight, 
Inobam,  Walworth,  Barstow,  Rhea,  Wbu>- 
PLE,  ToMLiNsoN.  and  McCoy. 

Before  going  tn rough  the  details  of  the  bill,  the 
Committee  rose. 

TRADE   WITH  CANADA. 

Mr.  Sterling,  of  New  York,  offered  for  adop- 
tion the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  in- 
atructed  to  inquire  and  report  to  this  Houe,  whether 
the  proTiaiona  of  an  act  of  the  Parliament  of  Grett 
Britain,  paaaed  the  5th  day  of  Auguat,  1822,  tofuu 
they  impose  certain  dutiea,  upon  the  prodacti  of  the 
United  Statea  paiaing  into  Lower  Canada,  down  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  or  otherwiae,  with  a  Tiew  to  ex- 
portation, are  not  repugnant  to  existing  trettia  b^ 
tween  thia  country  and  Great  Britain,  or  a  ^oUtioB 
of  our  right  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  river  St 
Lawrence,  and  what  meaaurea  are  expedient  to  be 
taken  to  obtain  a  repeal  or  modification  of  §Mid  act,  or 
of  any  other  act  of  Parliament,  ao  far  af  their  fro- 
▼iaions  ahall  be  found  detrimental  to  our  commerap, 
or  repugnant  to  righta  aecored  to  na  by  treaty  or  ot- 
tionai  law,  or  what  countervailing  provision!  mtj  be 
expedient  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

Before  the  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to 
this  resolution, 

Mr.  WalwortHj  of  New  York,  said  that  the 
subject  referred  to  m  the  resolution  offered  by  hb 
colleague,  was  one  in  which  his  constituents  had 
a  deep  interest;  it  was  also  of  ereatim|)orta&ceto 
the  citizens  of  all  such  parts  of  the  United  Stttes 
as  bordered  on  the  frontiers  of  Canada.  Thit, 
by  the  3d  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  19th  Norem- 
ber,  1794,  a  reciprocal  intercourse  was  secured  to 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  GnstBii- 
tain  on  the  northern  and  western  frontiers  of  the 
United  States.  There  could  be  nodiscriminatifig 
duties  imposed  by  either  party.  Peltries  imported 
from  Canada  were  exempted  from  the  V^JJ^^^ 
any  duties,  and  no  transit  duty  could  be  imposed 
upon  goods  transported  through  the  territones  of 
either  by  land  or  by  inland  navigatioo,  &c.  These 
mutual  and  reciprocal  advantages  had  been  a* 
joyed  by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  until 
the  late  war.  It  was  generally  undersux>d  (^ 
the  ten  permanent  sections  of  the  treaty  of  1<» 
had  been  made  void  by  the  late  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain.  TheBrittfk 
Government,  acting  under  that  oonstnictioa  of  the 
treaty,  had  imposed  discriminating  duties  on  Ivor 
ber  of  the  growth  or  prodace  of  the  United  Stats 
imported  into  Great  Britain  from  the  Cioadis; 
and  by  the  acts  of  the  British  Parliament  of  the 
24th  of  June  and  5th  of  August  last,  heavy  dQU0 
had  been  imposed  upon  the  principal  articles  of 
exports  from  the  United  States  to  Canada,  wbio 
in  substance  amounted  to  a  prohibition,  not^w 
standing  the  citizens  of  the  United  Sutes  bid 
thus  been  deprived  of  the  benefits  secured  to  tbtf 
by  the  treaty  of  1 794,  the  provision  of  that  trea^l^ 
been  incorporated  into  our  revenue  laws,  aud  v^ 
ish  subjects  still  enjoyed  the  full  benefit  thettd- 

That  he  had  prepared  a  resolution  for  thtf^' 
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pose  of  bringing  the  subject  before  the  House,  but, 
as  his  colleague  had  moved  the  subject,  he  would 
oferthisasan  amendmeDt,*  believing  that  was  better 
calculated  to  bring  the  whole  subject  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Walworth  then  proposed  an  amendment 
in  the  following  words : 

Seaoiped,  That  th«  Committee  on  Commerce  be  in- 
•tracted  to  inquire  whether  the  reciprocal  and  equal 
advuitages  of  trade,  with  the  British  ProTineee  on 
oar  northern  and  western  frontier,   secured  to  the 
United  States  by  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  the 
19tb  of  November,  1794,  and  the  explanatory  article 
of  the  4th  of  May,  1796,  have  not  been  so  far  im- 
paired by  the  act  of  the  British  Parliament  of  1831, 
by  which  a  discriminating  duty  is  imposed  upon  lum- 
ber, the  growth  or  produce  of  the  United  States  im- 
ported into  Great  sritain  from  Canada,  and  by  the 
acts  of  the  24th  June  and  6th  of  August  last,  regulat- 
ing the  trade  with,  and  fixing  the  rate  of  duties  on 
goods  imported  into  those  provinces  from  the  United 
States,  as  to  require  countervailing  regulations  on  the 
part  of  this  Government:  That  the  said  committee  be 
also  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
petling  ao  much  of  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1799, 
entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on 
imports  and  tonflage,     as  was  intended  to  secure  to 
Bntiih  subjects  the  reciprocal  rights  secured  by  said 
treaties;  that  the  said  committee  be  also  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  impoeing  duties  upon 
the  property  of  Britbh  subjects  transported  through 
the  territories  of  the  United  States,  from  one  part  of 
the  said  British  provinces  to  another,  either  by  land 
or  water;  and  that  the  said  committee  be  liiLewise 
instructed  to  inquire  what  ihrther  provisions,  by  law, 
Bisy  be  neceseary  to  eecure  to  the  citizens  of  the 
IJnited  States  their  equal  rights,  in  our  commercial 
intercourse  with  the  said  British  possessions  on  this 
continent 

Mr.  Sterling  said,  the  subject  of  the  resolu- 
tioD,  was  one  of  very  deep  importance  to  his  con- 
stituents. He  was  not  now  disposed  to  detain 
the  House  by  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the 
subject.  He  believed,  however,  the  resolution 
would  be  found  broad  enough  to  embrace  a  reme- 
dy of  the  evil  which  he  had  in  view.  As  the  sub- 
i'ect  was  of  jgreat  importance  to  his  constituents, 
le  was  willing  that  both  the  resolution  and  the 
amendment  should  lie  on  the  table  for  the  present, 
and  be  printed. 

This  suggestion  being  put  in  the  shape  of  a 
motion  to  that  effect,  was  agreed  to,  and  the  res- 
olution and  amendment  were  both  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  taUe. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


TuEBOAT,  January  21. 

The  Speakeb  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  prayinp^ 
that  Congress  will,  by  law,  organize  a  new  circuit 
of  the  United  States,  of  which  Indiana  shall  com- 
pose a  part,  or  attach  her  to  that  circuit  of  which 
the  States  of  Ohio  and  Kentucky  are  component 
larts. — ^Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

The  Spbakbh  also  laid  before  the  House  a  pe- 


tition of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  new  land 
district,  and  an  office  for  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands  within  the  said  State. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Newton,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
of  Commerce,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Bartlett  and  John  Stearns,  owners  of  the 
schooner  Angler,  Nathaniel  Carver,  owner  of  the 
schooner  Harmony,  and  Isaac  Collver.  owner  of 
the  schooner  Dove,  and  others ;  whicn  bill  was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  which  was  recommitted  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  mother  of  the  late  Lieutenant  William 
H.  Allen,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  his  sister,  reported  the  same  with  sundrv 
amendments,  which  go  to  substitute  the  daughter's 
in  the  place  of  the  mother's  name ;  which  bill 
was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House. 

Mr.  Fuller  also  made  an  unfavorable  report  in 
the  case  a£  Julia  Lawrence,  widow  of  the  late 
Captain  James  Lawrence ;  which  report  was,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Coloen,  (one  of  the  fiaval  Com- 
mittee,) committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to  which  is  committed  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Sarah  Perry. 

Mr.  Plumer,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  *'An 
act  for  the  establishment  of  a  Territo'rial  govern- 
ment in  Florida ;"  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  EusTis,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  made  a  report  on  pertain  loans  of  lead  and 
gunpowder, munitions  of  the  United  States;  which 
report,  and  the  resolution  annexed  to  it,  were  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Rich,  of  Vermont,  re- 
questinff  the  President  to  cause  to  be  arranged  and 
uiid  before  the  House,  a  digest,  showing  such 
changes  in  the  commercial  regulations  of  the  dif- 
ferent foreign  countries  with  which  the  United 
States  have  intercourse,  as  shall  have  been  adopt- 
ed and  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Executive, 
subsequently  to  the  formation  of  the  digest  com- 
municated to  the  Senate  on  the  17th  December, 
1819,  was  considered  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  offered  the  following  re- 
solution : 

Reached,  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House,  all  the 
correspondence  between  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  relating  to  the  negotiation 
of  the  convention  entered  into  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments, on  Uie  SOUi  of  October,  1818,  which  may 
not  be  inconsistent  with  the  public  interest. 
The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table  for  one  day. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  was  discharged  from  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  relative  ^' to  Land  Claims  in  Mis- 
souri ;''  and  it  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

PENSION  TO  SARAH  PERRY. 

Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  committed  the  petition  of  Sa- 
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lab  Perry,  mother  of  Oliver  H.  Perry,  late  a  Gap- 
tain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  made  the 
following  report ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole: 

By  the  decetse  of  the  son  of  the  petitioner.  Captain 
Oliver  H.  Perry,  and,  inheeqoently,  by  the  deeease  of 
another  son,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Navy,  she  has  been 
deprived  of  the  inpoort  which  those  sons  had  success 
ively  bestowed ;  and  is,  as  suffidently  appears  to  the 
eommitt^,  advanced  in  years,  and  incqiaUe  of  prori- 
ding  for  herself.  The  eminent  services  of  her  son  first 
mentioned  having  called  forth  the  bduntv  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  providing  for  his  widow  and  children,  by 
an  act  for  their  relief,  passed  on  the  3d  of  March  1881, 
the  committee  believe  that  his  mother,  the  present  pe- 
titioner, is  entitled  to  consideration,  in  at  least  an 
equal  degree,  and  for  similar  reasons.  They  there- 
fore report  a  bill  in  her  favor. 

To  the  honorable  the  Speaker  of  the  Home  of  £epre^ 
eentatioee  of  the  Vmied  Statea,  the  memoruU  of  8th 
rah  Perry,  of  the  State  of  Rhode  lelmid,  rupeet- 
fuUy  showeth  .* 

That  your  petitioner  has  at  length  determined  to 
intrude  her  sorrows  and  distresses  on  your  notice, 
confident  of  obtaining  your  sympathjr  and  oommissra* 
tloo,  should  she  even  fail  in  addueng  any  claims  to 
your  justice  and  liberality. 

Your  petitioner,  after  the  death  of  her  husband, 
(who  had  the  honor  of  bearing  a  commission  in  Uie 
naval  service  of  his  country,)  subsisted  on  the  bounty 
of  her  deceased  son,  Oliver  Hasard  Perry,  whose  filial 
devotion  and  affection  were  such  as  to  leave  none  of 
her  wants,  and  few  of  her  desires,  in  this  world,  un- 
satisfied. During  his  lifo,  he  invariably  set  aside  a 
Uberal  proportion  of  his  pay  and  emoluments  for  the 
support  of  your  petitioner,  notwithstanding  the  many 
claims  of  his  immediate  fomily  on  his  comparatively 
slender  income. 

The  lamentable  death  of  this  son,  on  board  of  the 
John  Adams,  at  Port  Trinidad,  in  August,  1819,  de- 
prived your  petitioner  of  this  succor,  and  the  burden  of 
the  support  of  herself  and  an  unmarried  daughter  de- 
v^ved  on  the  younger  branches  of  her  fomily,  more 
especially  on  her  son,  the  late  Lieutenant  James  Al- 
exander Perry,  whose  recent  loss  your  petitioner  has 
also  to  deplore. 

It  must  be  within  the  knowledge  of  your  honorable 
body,  that,  after  the  death  of  your  petitioner's  son,  Oliver 
H.  Ferry,  a  bill  was  introduced  into  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, and  finally  passed  both  branches  of  Con- 
gress, making  a  provision  for  his  immediate  fomily. 
In  this  bill,  as  originally  reported  by  the  committee  to 
whom  it  was  referred^  there  was  a  clause  aflbrding.  a 
competent  support  for  your  petitioner.  In  its  progress, 
however,  through  the  House,  some  of  its  best  friends, 
foarful  that  the  whole  bill  might  be  lost  if  too  much 
was  asked,  consented  that  the  clause  in  your  petition- 
er's behalf  should  be  stricken  out,  which  was  accord- 
ingly done;  and,  in  this  shape,  the  bill  ultimately 
passed,  with  an  unanimity  on  Uie  part  of  Congress 
that  conferred  an  inestimable  value  on  the  gifts  of  their 
patriotic  benevolence. 

Tour  petitioner  did  not  repine  that  the  considera- 
tion of  her  claims,  whatever  they  might  have  been, 
diould  have  been  thus  postponed ;  it  was  enough  that 
such  a  sacrifice  was  deemed  essential  in  procuring  a 
support  for  the  wife  and  children  of  such  a  son. 

About  this  period,  the  son  of  your  petitioner,  James 


Alexander  Perry,  who  had  receatly  been  pnmoted  u 
a  lieutenancy  in  the  Navy,  returned  fiom  the  Medite^ 
ranean,  and  forthwith  contributed  a  large  pnportioB 
of  his  psy  and  emoluments  to  the  support  of  joar  po> 
titioner.  Had  his  precious  life  been  spared,  your  pe- 
titioner would  not  have  been  constrained  to  nike  ius 
application.  The  calamity  by  which  this  Iiit  rcfonrce 
has  been  cut  off  from  your  petitioner  is  known  to  joa ; 
and,  although  she  cannot  boast  that  this  son  hii  Men 
in  the  battles  of  his  country,  she  has  the  ooetolatkm 
of  reflecting  that,  at  the  eariy  age  of  tbiiteen,  lie 
fought  by  his  brother's  side  in  the  meoisnble  tar 
gagement  on  Lake  Erie ;  and  that  the  His  wUdt  be 
had  devoted  to  his  country  vras  sacrificed,  nltimaleiy, 
in  a  generous  and  noUe  effiirt  far  the  preserrttion  ef 
another. 

To  confess  our  poverty  is  a  hnmiltatiiig  Mm* 
tion.  Tour  petitioner  is  destitute,  and  her  lupporf; 
smsn  as  it  is,  is  thrown  on  hands  but  inadeqoitdf 
capable  of  bearing  it.  She  knows  not  that  dieltn 
any  other  claims  on  the  liberslity  of  her  eooatiy,  tkn 
to  say  that  ahe  has  reared  ^ve  sons  for  its  serrice,  tai 
that  she  is  the  mother  of  that  hero  who  earned  lor  Ui 
country  a  brilliant  victory,  and  triumphed  overyov 
enemies,  as  well  in  magnanimity  as  by  die  inTiadbfe 
force  of  your  arms. 

Your  petitioner  therefore  hnmbly  hopsi  thtt  yoo 
honorable  body  wifl  take  her  sitaatmn  into  eosadnr 
tion,  and  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  plaos  her  oo  (be 
pension  list  for  five  years,  or  grant  her  sndi  olberpo^ 
manent  support  or  relief  ss  to  you  shsll  mm  meet 
and  proper. 

And  your  petitioner,  as  in  doty  boned,  wifi  eter 
pray,  d^c.  SARAH  PERRY. 

SUPPRESSION  OF  PUBLIC  DOCUtfENT& 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing letter : 

WASHixeTOir,  January  21, 1823. 

Sin :  In  the  Washington  Republican  of  Iset  emuf 
is  an  article,  a  copy  of  which  we  have  the  hofior  to 
annex  hereto,  impeaching  the  honesty  of  our  ooodset 
as  printers  to  the  House  of  Representativee. 

We  are  glad  to  meet  this  charge  in  a  tangible  &)n&> 
unfounded  as  it  is.  Alwavs  holding  ounelvei  udc- 
nable  to  the  authority  of  the  House  for  the  faithM 
discharge  of  our  oflScial  functions,  we  ask  of  the  Hoiue> 
that  it  will  do  us  the  justice  to  institute  a  commitM 
to  inquire  into  the  correctness  of  our  conduct,  hersi 
imneached,  with  power  to  ssndfor  persons  and  pip«<) 
and  report  the  result  of  its  investigation  to  the  b«* 
orable  body  over  which  you  prsaide. 

With  the  highest  respect,  dDC 

GALES  ^  SEATON, 
Prmtere  to  the  hoiuiof  t^ 

Hon.  P.  P.  BAmnoun,  Speaker,  4«. 

From  the  Washington  Rqmb&ean,  of  Jan.  SI. 

The  following  communication  we  are  indaoed  to  i 
insert  in  our  paper,  not  from  any  feeling  of  hottili^ 
to  the  respectable  gentlemen  to  whom  it  is  Mnmtor- 
a  feeling  we  are  incapable  of  cherisUng  towardithea- 
but,  because  we  think  it  due  to  them  to  dM  tb« 
an  opportunity  oi  doing  away  with  an  imprevsi 
which  has  been  made  on  tib»  minds  of  some  membsi 
of  the  House,  and  whidi,  if  sufiered  to  roDsis,  ><f 
be  disadvantageous  to  their  reputstion : 

Messrs.  Galis  dc  Siatoh — GivTUXiir:  bW' 
enced  by  the  charitable  principle  of  considerinf  ^ 
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man  ianoeent,  until  hit  guilt  it  proTed,  tnd 
thai  pmomptions  •▼eo  the  moat  violent,  are  not  «!• 
ways  to  be  relied  on,  it  ie  the  object  of  thie  addreea, 
which  ihall  be  abort,  to  elicit  from  yon  ezpUnatione 
that  are  indiapentbly  neceaaeiy  to  aeqnit  yoareehea 
of  fflspicione  highly  injurioua  to  yon,  that  have  eziated 
for  oearly  tweWe  montha  paet. 

It  will  be  recollected  that,  at  the  laat  aeaeion  of  Con- 
^reM»  the  Hoaae  of  Repreaentativea  adopted  a  reaola- 
tion  calling  upon  Mr.  Cfrawford  to  exhibit  a  atatement 
of  his  tranaactiona  with  all  thoae  banka,  which  had 
been  made  by  him  the  depoaitoriee  of  public  moneys 
received  from  the  aale  of  public  lands.  In  conformity 
to  which  reaelntion  he  made  hie  report  on  the  14th  of 
Febniary,  1832,  and  accompanied  it  with  numerous 
corroborating  and  explanatory  documents,  all  of  which 
the  House  ordered  to  be  printed.  You  were  the  pub- 
lic printers  to  whom  theee  documents  were  delivered ; 
and  it  wu  your  duty  to  have  printed  them  correctly ; 
yet  it  ia  a  filet,  incontrovertible,  that  parts  of  those 
docoments,  imptieaUng  Mr.  Crawford  tie  tmoit  airong- 
/y,  were  aupprsssed,  and  totally  omitted  in  the  printed 
(ucnment,  with  which  you  furnished  the  House,  pro* 
fesudly  in  obedience  to  its  orders.  Of  this  fitct,  any 
gentleman  may  be  fuUy  aatiafied,  who  will  take  the 
trouble  to  compare  the  printed  document  with  the  one 
Uanamiited  to  the  Houae  by  Mr.  Crawford,  and  whidi 
if  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Clerk.  The  latter  also 
ai&rdf  intrinsic  evidence,  that  the  omiaaions  were  not 
accidental,  for  they  are  enclosed  In  black  lead  pencil 
bracketa,  which  would  seem  to  have  been  intended  as 
a  gaide  to  your  compositor. 

Strong  as  are  the  implications  which  those  facts 
ttem  to  warrant,  and  decided  as  your  partiality  for 
Mr.  Crawford  has  bsen,  I  will  not  indulge  the  belief, 
(at  leaat  until  you  have  had  an  opportunity  of  explain* 
iflg,)  that  yon  conld  have  reconcHed  it  to  yourselves, 
to  hare  ahcltered  him  firom  a  jnat  leeponailMtity,  by  so 
great  a  violation  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  yon,  and 
ftnch  a  flagrant  contempt  of  the  legitimate  authority  of 
the  Honae  of  Representatives,  that  no  member  there- 
of, however  infotuated  by  party  leal,  who  feels  the 
lUghteat  respect  for  the  dignity  of  his  station,  could, 
wilboat  diaiumor,  regard  with  indifference. 

Mr.  DwioHT,  of  Massachasetts,  made  a  motion, 
which  was  sabeeqtiently  reduced  to  writing,  in 
the  following  words : 

JUtoked,  That  the  letter  of  Messis.  Gales  dt  Seaton 
be  conunitted  to  a  select  committee,  and  that  said 
committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  Little,  of  Maryland,  hoped  the  course  now 
proposed,  would  not  be  taken.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  not  pay  so  much  respect  to  an  anonyr* 
mous  pablieation  in  a  newspaper,  as  to  make  it 
the  subject  of  inquiry  by  a  committee.  He  moved 
to  lay  the  letter,  dbc.,  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  suggested  that,  if  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  were  somewhat  better 
acquainted  with  the  subject  inrolved  in  this  in- 
quiry, he  would  not  make  so  light  of  it.  He 
lid  not  know  whether  the  gentleman  had  been 
favored  with  a  view  of  a  certain  document,  of 
the  last  session,  which  ought  to  have  been  pub- 
ii^ed,  but  of  which  a  part  was  not  published ; 
fod  which  seemed  to  demand  an  inquiry  by  the 
iouse.  If  he  had  seen  it,  he  was  persuaded  the 
^ntleman  would  not  desire  to  prevent  the  in- 
quiry, &c. 


Upon  this  statement,  Mr.  Little,  not  wishing 
to  prevent  any  inquiry  which  any  member  of  the 
House  should  think  necessary,  withdrew  his  mo* 
tion  to  lay  the  resolve  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  called  for  the  reading 
of  the  paper  annexed  to  the  letter,  (which  had  not. 
previously  been  read.) 

Mr.  Wriobt,  of  Maryland,  said,  after  the  state- 
ment which  had  been  made,  he  was  clearly  for 
investigating  the  matter,  and  exposing  every  thing 
connected  with  it  to  the  face  of  day,  without  re- 
gard to  persons,  affect  whom  it  may.  He  there* 
fore  cordially  concurred  in  the  appointment  of 
the  committee,  as  proposed. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he 
hoped  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  would 
withdraw  his  motion,  and  that  the  precious  time 
of  the  House  would  not  be  suffered  to  be  occupied 
with  a  matter  of  this  description.  We  are  not  ao 
sensitive  ourselves,  said  Mr.  M.,  in  regard  to  the 
reputation  of  the  members  of  this  House ;  when 
our  conduct  is  assailed  in  the  newspapers^  we  do 
not  call  for  the  authors,  or  appoint  committees  to 
inquire  into  the  truth  of  the  imputations  against 
us.  He  was  very  certain,  he  said,  that  G^es  & 
Seaton  had  conducted  themselves  properly  in  th« 
discharge  of  their  duties,  and  were  deserving  of 
the  confidence  of  this  House.  But.  if  any  attack 
was  made  upon  their  characters  by  others,  why 
not  let  them  resort  to  the  courts  of  justice  ?  Are 
we,  he  said,  going  to  investigate  newspaper  slan- 
ders ?  To  convert  ourselves  into  an  inquest  on 
characters?  It  is  unbecoming  in  us  to  appoint  m 
committee  merely  on  the  foundation  of  a  news- 
paper piEiragraph.  It  would  be  otherwise  if  any 
charse  were  presented  by  a  member  aaainst  these 
gentlemen.  As  it  was.  hehoped  the  resolution,  dbc., 
would  be  suffered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Camprbll,  of  Ohio,  stated  that,  if  there 
were  nothing  but  newspaper  authority  to  act  upon, 
the  course  recommended  by  the  gentleman  froBa 
South  Carolina  was  one  which  he  should  be 
strongly  inclined  to  follow.  But  he  stated  that 
the  perusal  of  the  publication  in  the  newspaper 
had  induced  him  to  go  to  the  Clerk's  office  to  see 
the  document  referred  to  in  that  publication,  h 
teemed,  upon  the  face  of  it,  that  this  House  has 
been  imposed  upon  either  by  the  printers  or  some 
other  officers  oi  the  CbvemmenL  He  did  not  un- 
dertake to  declare  where  the  fault  lay,  but  the 
censure  rested  somewhere,  and  it  ought  to  be  fixed 
at  the  proper  place.  The  letter  in  question,  he 
said,  was  one  from  W.  R.  Dickinson,  cashier  of 
the  Bank  of  Steubenville.  In  the  original  of  this 
letter  was  one  paragraph  enclosed  within  brackets, 
and  a  cross  made  over  it  with  a  pencil,  which 
perhaps  had  been  done  as  a  notice  to  the  printer 
that  that  part  was  not  to  be  published.  That  para- 
graph was  one  which  ought  not  to  have  been  sup- 
pressed, as  it  had  been.  Mr.  C.  said  he  presumed 
that  when  a  member  makes  a  statement  of  this 
land  in  his  place,  it  is  due  even  to  him  that  a 
committee  should  be  raised  to  inquire  into  the 
matter.  The  marks  referred  to  might  perhaps 
have  been  inadvertentlv  made ;  they  mikht,  for 
example,  have  been  made  by  the  person  who  first 
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read  the  letter^  and  taken  by  the  printers  for  a 
mark  of  omission.  The  thing  ought,  however,  to 
be  investiffated.  When  a  Department  is  called 
on  for  information,  and  in  communicating  it  a 
part  of  a  letter  is  suppressed,  or  it  is  in  any  other 
way  suppressed,  it  is  treating  the  House  in  a  very 
shameful  manner.  It  was  due  to  all  who  could 
be  suspected  of  this  suppression,  that  it  should  be 
inquired  into.  Let  those  who  are  innocent  appear 
80,  and  those  who  are  guilty  be  exposed.  It  is  our 
duty,  as  members,  to  see  that  such  frauds  do  not 
go  unpunished.  Suppose  that  any  member,  hear- 
ing from  this  cashier  what  he  had  written  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  should  state  it  on  this 
floor,  and  on  turning  to  the  printed  documents 
should  find  nothing  of  the  sort  there,  what  an  un- 
pleasant situation  he  would  be  placed  in,  dbc.  It 
was  due,  under  every  view,  to  Messrs.  Gkles  & 
Seaton,  and  to  the  head  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, that  an  inquiry  should  take  place  into 
this  matter. 

Mr.  Wright  intimated  his  opinion  that  it  was 
very  imfyroper  to  go  into  an  investigation  of  the 
subject  itself  on  a  mere  question  whether  the 
House  would  inquire  into  it  or  not.  He  hoped, 
after  what  has  passed,  that  a  large  committee 
would  be  raised  to  inquire  into  the  matter. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  thought  that  where 
any  imputation  was  seriously  made  on  any  officer 
of  this  House,  it  ought  to  oe  investigated.  He 
was,  therefore,  in  favor  of  the  resolution — not  be- 
cause he  believed  there  had  been  any  fault  on  the 
part  of  the  printers  to  this  House,  or  because  he 
odieved  there  had  been  any  fault  any  where.  He 
wished  a  full  inquiry^,  and  to  have  all  the  isircum- 
stances  connected  with  this  matter  placed  before 
the  House.  He  had  never  heard  of  the  fact  stated 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  nor  even  seen  the 
publication  in  question,  before  it  was  presented  to 
the  House  this  morning.  But  he  had  formed  his 
opinion  that  there  was  no  fault  anywhere,  from 
the  sinffle  fact,  which  speaks  loudly  to  all  parties. 
This  House  is  in  possession  of  the  origmal  letter 
from  the  cashier.  When  calls  are  made  on  the 
Departments  for  information,  it  is  usual  to  furnish 
copies.  In  this  instance,  the  original  paper  had 
been  sent  to  this  House ;  and  he  could  not  con- 
ceive any  other  motive  for  the  Department  fur- 
nishing the  original  paper,  unless  it  were  that  the 
House  should  be  in  possession  of  all  the  facts  con- 
nected with  the  subject,  though  it  mi^ht  not  have 
been  proper  that  every  particular  of  it  should  be 
spread  before  the  public. 

Mr.  Archer,  ot  Virginia,  expressed  his  surprise 
that  the  gentleman  from  Soutn  Carolina  should 
have  expressed  his  entire  confidence  in  the  prin- 
ters, and  yet  have  opposed  the  proposed  inquiry. 
-Here  is  the  grave  assertion  of  one  of  the  most  re- 
spectable members  of  the  House,  that  the  House 
has  been  imposed  upon  by  them  or  by  somebody 
else.  Messrs.  Qales  &  Seaton  are  at  present  prin- 
ters to  this  House,  and  it  is  probable  will  come 
before  us  at  the  close  of  this  session,  and  ask  a  re- 
election to  that  trust.  Mr.  A.  asked  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  and  any  other  gentle- 
man, if  this  matter  was  not  satisfactorily  cleared 


up,  whether  he  would  give  bis  rote  for  fhemi 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  professed  to 
be  the  friend  of  the  pointers,  and  yet  bis  coarse 
would  be  such  as  to  prevent  any  man  from  con- 
scientiously giving  them  a  vote  for  re-election. 
Mr.  A.  said  he  should  be  extremely  rdactant  to 
suppose  Messrs.  Gales  db  Seaton  really  colpahle, 
as  was  imputed  to  them ;  but,  when  a  chai^  to 
that  effect  was  formally  made  against  them,  stand- 
ing on  the  high  credit  of  one  of  the  members  of 
this  House,  what  could  he  do  ?  It  was  due  to  the 
parties — ^to  the  gravity  of  the  charge — ^to  the  re- 
spectable source  from  whence  it  now  emanates, 
being  one  of  the  members  of  this  House,  that  as 
inquiry  should  take  place. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  or  South  Carolina,  said  he  had 
considered  this  charge  merely  as  brought  by  an 
editor  of  a  newspaper  against  Gales  A  Seaton, 
when  he  opposed  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
on  the  subject.  He  did  not  suppose  it  was  sup- 
ported by  any  member  of  this  House.  So  long*  as 
it  rested  merely  on  the  assertion,  perhaps  un- 
founded assertion,  of  a  newspaper,  he  was  opposed 
to  the  examination  of  it.  But  he  had  too  much 
respect  for  the  members  of  this  House  to  resist  an 
inquiry  into  a  charge  supported  by  the  authority 
of  any  one  of  them,  and  therefore  withdrew  his 
opposition  to  the  proposed  reference. 

Mr.  Inoham  called  for  the  reading  of  the  docu- 
ment referred  to  in  debate^  to  show  the  effect  of 
the  omission  of  the  part  of  it  which  had  not  been 
printed. 

Mr.  Wright  repeated  that  the  char^  now 
presented  was  one  of  an  agmvated  character 
against  the  servants  of  this  House,  and  it  was 
due  to  them  and  to  the  House  that  it  should  be 
inquired  into. 

Mr.  D wight  expressed  the  same  sentiment  in 
justification  and  support  of  his  motion. 

Some  conversation  took  place  as  to  the  point 
whether  the  letter  which  had  been  read  was  the 
original,  taken  from  the  files  of  the  House,  and  it 
turned  out  to  be  so. 

Mr.  Wright  again  protested  against  instituting 
a  partial  investigation  into  the  merits  of  this  mat- 
ter, on  a  question  whether  it  ought  to  be  inquired 
into.  It  would  be  time  enough  to  investigate  iu 
he  said,  when  the  whole  matter  was  before  the 
House. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  D^wiobt's 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  new^  om. 

And  Messrs.  D wight,  Condict.  EnwAnns  of 
Connecticut,  Kent,  Darlington,  SADNnsRs,  and 
Breckenrioge,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

HONORS  TO  A  DECEASED  PATRIOT. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and 
said,  the  melancholy  intelligence  which  'vras  an- 
nounced in  the  gazettes  of  yesterdav,  of  the  death 
of  my  distinguished  predecessor,  tne  priTate  ad- 
vices which  I  have  received  from  South  Carolina 
have  but  too  fully  confirmed.  When,  sir,  (sa^ 
he)  it  is  recollected  that  Mr.  Lowndes  was  cae- 
structively  a  member  of  this  House  at  the  period 
of  his  death,  for  1  believe  that  his  resignatioa  at 
that  time  had  not  then  reached  his  hoioe ;  bat. 


657 


HISTOET  OF  OONQEESS. 


658 


JiNUABT,  1833. 


Honors  to  a  Deceased  Patriot, 


H.  OF  R. 


above  all,  sir,  when  we  consider  the  station  which 
he  occupied  on  this  floor,  with  such  remarkable 
honor  to  himself,  and  adrantage  to  his  country ; 
wbeo  we  are  sensible  that  he  was  here  as  it  were 
hat  roterday,  occupying  that  place  which  I  now 
so/kUt  and  inefficiently  fill ;  that  the  impression 
left  bf  his  delightfal  character  and  commanding 
iflielieet,  is  yet  almost  animated  by  the  vigor  of 
life,  I  am  sore  yoa  will  not  regard  the  few  obser- 
Taboos  I  shall  offer  on  this  moamful  occasion,  as 
an  oDseasonable  trespass.  I  know  too  well  how 
m  cherish  the  recollectbn  of  his  virtues,  not  to 
be  certain  of  yout  kindest  and  most  respectful 
sympathy. 

It  might,  sir.  be  seemingly  presumptuous  in  me 
to  docaDt  on  his  public  virtues  in  this  assembly, 
where  they  were  so  conspicuously  exercised  for  a 
period  of  ten  years,  in  which  the  richest  and  most 
Tirious  knowledge  was  successfully  blended  with 
the  parity  and  ardor  of  an  ingenuous  spirit,  and 
the  intelligence  of  a  lofty  intellect.  But,  of  his 
prirate  Tirtues,  I  may  be  permitted  to  speak.  At 
We,  "where  we  knew  him  best  and  loved  him 
most;'*  where  our  opportunities  were  most  abun- 
dant for  observing  the  deliehtful  sway  which  the 
simplicity  and  modestjr  of  nis  character  exercised 
orerthe  higher  faculties  of  his  nature,  it  will  be 
tiiowed  us  to  indulge  in  an  affection  for  the  indi- 
Tidoal  which  is  quite  equal  to  the  admiration 
which  accompanied  him  abroad.  In  the  softer 
charities  of  human  life,  in  the  relations  of  husband. 
puent,  friend,  and  master,  he  was  amiably  and 
conaicQoualy  loved  and  distinguished. 

There  was  a  belief  in  which  public  opinion  is 
«ipposed  to  have  indulged,  in  regard  to  Mr. 
LovsDBs,  which  was  radically  unsound  :  that  he 
was  deficient  in  decision  of  character.  The  mis- 
take naturally  grew  out  of  the  extreme  facility  of 
his  disposition,  in  relation  to  all  objects  that  were 
personally  advantageous  to  himself;  out  of  an 
ttbitnal  acquiescence  in  the  postponement  of  his 
^n  interests  and  distinction  to  make  room  for 
t^  aspirations  of  the  more  sanguine  and  confident. 
Bot)  ia  any  of  those  delicate  junctures  which  arise 
in  nu)nls  and  patriotism,  where  it  might  be  expe- 
<^i<ottobewrong,  but  honest  to  be  right,  he  had, 
ud  would  uniformly  have  evinced  the  triumphant 
i^lres  of  an  undismayed  and  inflexible  spirit. 
He  had  emphatically  less  self  love  and  more  self 
denial  than  any  man  who  ever  came  within  the 
sphere  of  my  experience.  These  virtues  were  ex- 
finplified  in  a  remarkable  degree,  in  the  manner 
^  vhieii  he  received,  and  invariably  treated,  the 
nomiaation  which  was  made,  in  hb  behalf,  by  his 
natire  State,  to  the  first  office  in  the  gift  of  this 
pwple. 

Whaterer  opinion  he  might  have  entertained, 
J^  to  the  propriety  of  this  measure,  he  could  not 
°°t  be  sensible  of  the  favorable  estimation  of  those 
^  had  a  right  to  know  him  most  intimatelv, 
bot  his  generous  sensibilities  were  principally 
sroffied,  hf  the  ill  omens  which  might  possibly  be 
^thered  from  fiinginff  another  competitor  mto 
^e  pttiloas  and  troubled  arena.  Whilst  he  was 
noscbus  that  ^  the  office  of  President  of  the  Uni- 
^  States  was  one  neither  to  be  solicited  nor  de- 


clined," he  would  have  regarded  it  as  the  greatest 
misfortune  of  his  life,  if  he  could  have  won  it,  by 
inflicting  upon  his  country  the  example  of  success- 
ful intrigue  and  ambition — if  he  could  have  ob- 
tained it  even  by  one  harsh  collision,  which  could 
have  shaken  the  foundation  of  this  Union. 

In  this  review  of  an  interesting  era  of  his  life,  I 
am  doing  little  more  than  giving  utterance  to 
those  sentiments  that  fell  from  his  own  lips. 

Alas,  sir,  when  I  contemplate  the  void  his  death 
has  produced  at  home,  that  m  a  State  not  absolutely 
sterile  in  the  production  of  able  men,  it  will  be 
long,  if  ever  that  we  can  hope  for  the  proud  dis- 
tinction of  furnishing  such  a  contingent  of  genius, 
worth,  and  knowledge,  so  large  in  its  amount,  so 
estimable  in  its  qualities  for  the  service  of  our 
common  country,  I  cannot  but  sink  under  an  in- 
vincible dismay.  Good  men  do  not  die,  however, 
without  bequeathing  something  to  posterity.  I 
have  some  where  seen  a  remark,  which  appears 
to  roe  to  be  as  philosophically  just,  as  it  is  conso- 
ling to  humanity.  However  feebly,  I  will  attempt 
its  illustration.  Vice  in  its  immediate  operation 
is  undoubtedly  pernicious.  The  bad  man  poisons 
the  atmosphere  in  which  he  live^,  contaminates, 
'*  frets  his  ousy  hour  on  the  stage,"  dies  and  is  for- 
gotten. But  the  virtuous  man,  such  a  being  as 
our  deceased  friend,  not  only  is  a  blessing  to  the 
age  in  which  he  lives,  but  his  virtues  visit  the  re- 
motest posterity  in  a  thousand  impressive  shapes, 
giving  '^  ardor  to  virtue  and  confidence  to  truth." 
From  his  grave  there  arises  a  halo  of  unfading 
brightness ! 

f  would  now  tender  to  vou  a  resolution  which 
would  seem  naturally  to  follow  the  few  observa- 
tions in  which  I  have  indulged ;  but,  I  ffive  way 
to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  whose  fortune  it 
was  to  nave  and  deserve  the  unbounded  confidence, 
friendship,  and  esteem  of  my  distinguished  prede- 
cessor, wnile  it  comports  best  with  my  own  feel- 
ings, that  any  testimonials  of  respect  vou  may  ac- 
cord to  the  memory  of  my  deceased  friend  should 
not  come  from  the  State  i  have  the  honor  to  rep- 
resent. 

Mr.  Abcher,  of  Virginia,  rose  to  follow,  with 
the  resolution  which  had  been  intimated  by  his 
friend  from  South  Carolina,  the  feeling  annuncia- 
tion which  had  been  just  addressed  to  the  House. 
That  gentleman  might  well  feel  and  speak  more 
strongiv  than  any  other  member  of  tne  House 
could  do,  on  the  subject  of  this  melancholy  event, 
from  his  more  intimate  association,  both  by  resi- 
dence and  friendship,  with  the  eminent  man  whose 
loss  we  deplored;  and  the  peculiarity  of  whose 
character  and  fortune  it  was  to  be  esteemed  and 
beloved  in  the  exact  proportion  in  which  he  was 
known.  It  was,  indeed,  a  character,  Mr.  A.  said, 
in  which  the  qualities  which  won  esteem,  were 
blended  in  the  happiest  <unison  with  thase  which 
commanded  it.  He  had  no  intention  of  entering 
into  any  minute  delineation  of  his  character,  for 
many  reasons.  The  most  important  was,  that  he 
felt  he  was  unequal  to  the  omce.  Nor  was  it  ne- 
cessary, after  the  picture  which  had  been  presented 
to  us  to-day,  to  which,  if  he  attempted  to  add  any 
coloring,  he  should  only  contribute  to  deface,  per- 
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haps,  that  which  did  not  require  to  be  improved. 
Panegyric,  on  this  occasion,  was  indeed  rendered 
unnecessary  by  the  settled  leeling  and  opinion  of 
this  country  in  relation  to  Mr.  Lowndes.  He  had 
been,  for  a  considerable  time^'conspicuously  before 
the  public,  a  part  of  that  time  comprehending  a 
very  trying  period  of  our  l^story,  and  the  judg- 
ment of  the  public  had  been  awarded  in  reuition 
to  him.  He  was  already  ranked  with  the  eminent 
names  which  had  passed  by,  and  been  consecrated 
to  national  respect  He  was  already  ranked  as  a 
man  superior  in  worth  as  he  was  in  mind — as  one 
of  the  purest,  and  ablest,  and  most  faithful  of  the 
statesmen  who  might  claim  from  our  country  the 
meed  of  honor — as  combining  a  large  share  of  the 
highest  titles  to  human  deference  and  estimation, 
talent,  and  public  service,  and  virtue.  Mr.  A. 
said  that  the  House  would  be  deficient  in  the  dis- 
charge of  its  appropriate  office,  it  would  not  reflect 
the  sentiments  and  the  wishes  of  the  people  whom 
it  represented,  if  it  omitted  the  testimony  of  re- 
spectful regret  which  was  due  to  this  amictinff 
occasion.  The  face  of  this  country  was  clothed 
in  mourning,  and  this  countenance  ought  to  be 
reflected  in  its  proper  mirror,  the  proceedings  and 
language  of  this  House.  The  House  would  be 
wanting,  in  a  due  respect  to  itself,  if  it  omitted 
this  last  tribute  to  a  man  who  had  filled  so  large 
a  space  in  its  service,'  and  brought  to  it  so  great 
an  accession  of  reputation.  The  House  had.  he 
knew,  no  disposition  to  withhold  the  tribute.  Tneir 
feeling,  on  tne  subject,  was  in  a  true  accord  with 
the  feelinff  of  the  country.  Some  gentlemen  might 
suppose,  however,  that  the  case  was  not  compre- 
hended by  the  rak  of  usage  of  the  House,  in  this 
resoect.  If  it  were  not  so  embraced,  Mr.  A.  had 
no  nesitation  for  himself,  in  savinff  this  was  a  case 
in  which  he  would  make  a  rule  ror  the  occasion. 
He  acknowledged  himself  the  obligations  of  pre- 
cedent in  no  other  plaee  than  a  court  of  justice; 
conceiving,  in  all  other  places,  a  higher  obedience 
to  be  due  to  the  sources  of  precedent,  the  justice 
and  reason  from  which  it  was  presumed  to  spring. 
But  the  case  did  fall  within  the  principle  and  in* 
tendment  of  the  usage.  We  had  been  told,  by  his 
friend  from  South  Carolina,  that  Mr.  Lowndes 
was  constructively  a  member  of  this  House  at  the 
period  of  his  lamented  demise.  But  for  the  near 
approach  and  prospect  of  this  event,  his  seat  would 
never  have  been  vacated ;  and  beoauae  he  refused 
to  hold  an  office  of  which  he  was  unable  to  dis- 
charge the  duties,  and  had  given,  in  his  last  puUic 
act,  a  new  and  further  proof  of  his  just  claims  to 
our  esteem,  was  the  testimony  of  our  req)ect  to  be 
withheld  from  him  which  would  otherwise  have 
been  accorded  ?  This  could  not,  Mr.  A.  Imew,  be 
the  sentiment  of  the  House.  It  was  among  the 
first  duties  of  patriotism,  especiallv  in  a  free  State, 
to  accord  a  due  testimony  of  public  sensibility  to 
eminent  public  service.  It  was  the  most  unques- 
tionaUe  dictate  of  policy,  in  such  a  State,  to  hold 
out  the  incitements,  at  once  so  cheap  and  so  splen- 
did, to  public  virtue,  which  were  afforded  by  the 
prospect  of  posthumous  honor  and  reputation.  A 
case  could  scarcely  occur^  calling  more  loudly  for 
action,  in  reference  to  this  duty  and  this  policy. 


than  that  which  was  now  presented.  Mr.  A&caa 
had  no  doubt  that  the  House  dulv  appreciated  m 
obligation ;  and  that  there  would  ne  an  aittnimoM 
accord  in  rendering  the  last  office  of  respect  wbick 
he  was  about  to  propose,  to  a  man  wham  it  would 
long  be  a  subject  of  our  pride  to  renonber,  and 
of  our  reffret  to  have  lost;  and  that,  tc»}  at  a  pe- 
riod of  lite  at  which  he  might  have  beet  expected 
to  render  still  further  services  to  his  coontiy  and 
to  establish  a  still  larger,  though  not  more  ua- 
doubted  title  to  its  esteem.  He  should,  tberefon, 
move  that  this  House  do 


JUsohe,  That  the  mcmbsn  of  this  Hoqm  will  t» 
tify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of  Ww.  Lownii, 
kte  a  memlier  of  this  House,  from  the  Stale  of  Soish 
CaroUaa,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  aim  fee  ow 
month. 

Mr.  Tayloe,  of  T^ew  York,  addressiog  the 
Speaker,  said,  I  rise  to  second  the  motioD  of  ibe 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  to  tender  to  him 
sincere  thanks  for  having  made  it.  To  omit  thij 
homage  of  national  respect,  could  in  no  wise  im- 
pair the  exalted  and  well-eamed  fame  of  our  la- 
mented friend,  but  it  would  indicate  awutof 
sensibility  to  the  greatest  bereavement  ia  tJielos 
of  a  citizen,  which  has  befallen  the  Uoioa  since 
I  have  hdd  a  seat  in  its  councils.  The  highest 
and  best  hopes  of  this  country  looked  to  Wiuiia 
LowNUBs  for  their  fulfilment.  The  most  honor 
able  office  in  the  civilized  world — ^the  Chief  Ma* 
gistrac  V  of  this  free  people  would  have  bee&  illus* 
trated  oy  his  virtues  and  talents.  Daring  aioe 
years  service  in  this  House,  it  was  my  bappiness 
to  be  associated  with  him  on  many  of  its  mo$t 
important  committees.  He  never  failed  to  shed 
new  light  upon  ail  subjects  to  which  be  up^i^ 
his  vigorous  and  discriminating  mind.  H»ar 
dustry  in  dischai^ing  the  arduous  and  reqnosiiik 
duties  constantly  assigned  him  was  pcfsereriog 
and  efficient. 

To  manners  the  most  unas8uming-4o  patriot* 
ism  the  most  disinterested — ^to  morals  the  most 
pure— to  attainments  of  the  first  rank  in  literatoit 
and  science — he  added  the  virtues  of  deeisioD  ao^ 
prudence,  so  happily  combined,  so  hamonioos^F 
united,  that  we  knew  not  which  moat  to  admire. 
the  firsiaess  with  which  he  pursued  his  purpoie.  ot 
the  gentleness  with  which  he  disarmed  op^ 
sition. 

Hifl  arguments  were  made,  boC  to  enjojr  ^  ^ 
umph  of  victory,  but  to  convince  the  jud^es^  ^ 
his  hearers ;  and  when  the  success  of  his  effints 
was  most  signal,  his  humility  was  most  coa* 
spicuous ! 

You,  Mr.  Speaker,  well  remember  his  zeal  ia 
sustaininff  the  cause  of  .our  country  in  the  darken 
daya  of  the  late  war.  You  cannot  have  foff^* 
ten — ^who  that  heard  him  can  ever  foiget  the  iia- 
preesion  of  his  eloquence  in  annonnciitf  thercsa' 
lution  of  thanks  to  the  gallant  Perry,  lor  the  vf 
tory  of  Lake  Erie?  Aks!  alas!  the  statesmtf 
has  joined  the  hero — never,  never  again  shall  tf 
voice  be  heard  in  this  HalL  We  shaU  hcar^ 
no  more,  until  the  voice  of  the  Archangel  sv^ 
summon  the  grave  to  snrresder  its  dead. 

When  Mr.  Taylor  sat  dowih- 
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Mr.  AicBEB  rose  anio,  and  said  that  there  was 
one  topic  of  especial  recommendation  to  the  re- 
gard of  this  House  possessed  by  Mr.  Lowndes, 
whiclk  through  inadVertence,  he  had  omitted, 
and  iriiich  he  wooJd  now,  in  reference  to  his  own 
fee/jflgs,  and  not  for  any  purpose  of  aid  to  the 
resoJodon,  ask  permission  to  sapply.  It  was  that, 
ahhoagh  the  highest  allurements  had  been  held 
om  to  him  to  do  so,  as  Mr.  A.  had  good  reason  to 
betiefe,  he  coald  never  be  indnced  to  chan&^e  for 
vDjs^ien  of  {Niblic  serviee  eeneially  regarded  as 
more  honorary  the  service  of  this  House.  There 
vas  nothing,  Mr.  A.  said,  which  could  have  sepa- 
rated him  max  us  hot  the  grave. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
Mr.  AicBia's  motion ;  and  it  was  determined  in 
the  afimsative,  mem,  etn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rbid,  of  Georgia,  the  House 
then  immediately  adjourned. 


WfiOH£8DAT,  January  22. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Commitcce  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tioa  of  Thomas  L.  Ogden,  on  behalf  of  himself 
and  othos,  and  aeeompanied  by  a  bill  for  their 
rdie/;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Coaunittee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  were  discharged 
fram  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
^imrod  Farrow  and  Richard  Harris,  and  it  was 
Tefemd  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  PuncEB,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
ptRnouttee  oq  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  the  snh- 
JM  has  been  referred,  re|iorted  a  biU  to  provide 
&r  the  reports  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
CoQit;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Conmittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CoLDfiM,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
A&irs,  made  a  report  oo  the  petition  of  James  H. 
Cliikei  accompanied  by  a  oill  for  his  relief; 
which  hill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  3d  of  December  last. 
of  the  anmber  of  officers  and  messengers  retained 
io  his  Department.  Whereupon,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  nid  report  be  committed  to  the  Commit* 
tee  oafixpeDditnres  in  the  Department  of  State. 

The  Hovse  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Comnuitee  of  Claims  on  the  memorial  of 
^^  merchants  and  others  of  Baltimore,  for 
rarthet  eompenaation  for  damages  sustained  by 
the  linking  of  their  vessels  at  the  entrance  of  the 
wbor  of  that  city.  Whereupon,  the  report  and 
JMorial  were  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Narjr,  with  instnictioos  to  report  thereon  to  this 
™Qse  at  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Barstow,  tte  Committee  on 
^aTll  A&irs  were  instructed  to  inquve  into  the 
^fptdiaiey  of  allowing  a  bounty  to  captors  on  all 
pinies  taken  and  brouffht  into  the  United  States 
ott  coariction;  and  likewise  on  the  Teasel  and 
^ftDvneat  in  which  they  may  be  captured,  on 
condemnation  in  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mallary,  the  Committee  on 


the  Jndiciary  were  instructed  to  inguire  into  the 
expediency  of  alterinj^  the  times  of  holding  the 
district  court  in  the  district  of  Vermont. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stbwart,  the  Committee  on 
the  Library  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency-  of  authorizing  the  Librarian  to  form 
a  digested  In^dex  to  the  State  Papers,  and  such 
other  books  in  the  public  Library  as  may  re- 
quire it. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pkbrdbnt  or  thb  Uritbd  States  : 

To  ike  Howe  of  JUpreseniativu  .• 

To  cany  fully  into  effect  the  intentions  of  Con- 
gress in  making  an  appropriation  of  fiye  thousand 
dollars,  by  the  act  of  the  14th  of  April,  1830,  for  the 
snrrey  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  riven,  from  the 
rapids  of  the  Ohio  at  Lonisnlle  to  the  Balize»  for  the 
purpose  of  faeilitatfaig  and  aseertaining  the  most  prac- 
ticable mode  of  improfing  the  navigation  of  those 
rivera,  orders  were  given,  through  the  proper  depart* 
ment,  to  the  Board  of  Engineeny  to  examine  and 
sarvey  the  said  rivers  with  reference  to  those  objects, 
and  to  reoort  their  opinion  thereon ;  which  they  have 
done,  and  which  report  I  now  communicate  for  the 
infonnation  of  Coogresa. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Jahuakt  22,  182a. 

The  Message  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  a  list 
of  the  names  of  persons  to  whom  patents  have 
been  issued  for  the  invention  of  any  new  or  use- 
ful art  or  machine,  manufacture,  or  composition 
of  matter,  or  any  improvement  thereon  during 
the  year  1822 ;  which  letter  and  list  were  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report 
in  relation  to  the  military  road  from  Plattsburg 
to  Sackett's  Harbor,  as  required  by  the  resolution 
of  the  14th  instant ;  which  letter  and  report  were 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  Spbakbr  also  l«id  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurjr,  trans- 
mitting a  printed  statement  of  the  receipts  and 
eKpenditures  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
1821,  with  an  appendix  containing  statements  of 
the  debt  of  the  United  States,  and  of  its  redemp- 
tion, to  the  close  of  the  year  1821 The  leUer 

and  statement  were  laid  on  die  table. 

The  House  took  up,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Walk- 
BR,  of  North  Carolina,  the  report  in  the  case  of 
Benjamin  Curry;  and  the  resolution,  unfavora- 
ble to  the  petitioner,  appended  to  the  report,  was 
concurred  m  by  the  House.  The  petitioner,  on 
Mr.  W.'s  motion,  then  had  leave  to  withdraw  his 
papers  and  documents. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WooncocK,  to  take  up  the 
bill  "  to  provide  for  disciplininff  the  militia  of  the 
United  States"-— (Mr.  W.  stating  that  his  object 
was  simply  to  commit  it  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,)  the  House  refiMed  to  take  it  np, 
by  a  vote  of  61  to  56. 

Mr.  Cook's  resolution,  ^resterday  laid  on  the 
table,  requesting  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  ccmimnnicate  all  the  correspondence  b^ 
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tween  the  Grovernment  of  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  relative  to  the  neffotiation  of  the 
Convention  entered  into  between  the  two  Gk>vern- 
ments,  on  the  20th  October.  1818,  which  may  not 
be  inconsistent  with  the  public  interest,  was  taken 
up  and  agreed  to. 

TESTIMONIALS  OF  RESPECT. 

Mr.  Wright  rose,  and  remarked,  that  yesterday 
we  had  paid  a  just  tribute  of  respect  to  the  mem- 
ory of  the  Hon.  William  Lowxf de8,  late  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House ;  and  he  felt  great  pleasure,  as 
it  was  a  new  case,  that  it  was  unanimously  adopt- 
ed. It  had  established  a  precedent  which  he  pre- 
sumed the  House  would  consider  itself  bound  to 
observe.  He  therefore  moved  the  following  reso- 
lution which  was  unanimously  adopted : 

jReaolvedt  That  this  House  wiU  testify  its  respect  for 
the  memory  of  Tbomas  Vait  SwxABivexv  of  VirgiDtm, 
LuDwie  WoaxAV  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Jaxxs  Ovxb- 
•TBXKT  of  South  Carolina,  members  of  this  House,  by 
wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  one  month. 

THE  MINT. 

Mr.CoNKLiNO  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Ruolvtd^  That  the  select  committee^  appointed  on 
the  13th  Instant,  to  inqatre  into  the  expediency  of  con- 
tinning  in  force  Uie  law  making  the  orowna  of  France 
and  five-franc  pieces  a  lawful  tender,  be  also  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  continuing  in  force 
the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  the  Mint,''  ap- 
poved  Mardi  3,  1801 ;  and  that  the  said  committee 
nave  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  RocHESTEB,  of  New  York,  said  that  this 
resolution  reminded  him  of  another  subject,  some- 
what analogous  to  it,  to  which  he  wished  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House,  viz :  the  propriety  of 
inquiring  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the 
standard  of  American  gold  coin,  or  rather  of  pro- 
portioning it  to  the  value  of  the^old  coin  of  other 
countries.    This  subject,  Mr.  K.  said,  had  occu- 
pied the  attention  of  several  committees  at  former 
sessions  of  Congress,  at  the  head  of  one  of  which 
was  the  distinguished  gentleman  whose  death  the 
nation  now  deplores,  and  to  whose  memorv  the 
House  yesterday,  in  a  manner  so  honorable  to 
itself,  paid  a  tribute  of  respect.    That  committee, 
and  other  committees,  had  reported  in  favor  of 
reducing  the  standard  of  our  gold  coin.    The  sub- 
ject, he  believed,  had  never  been  acted  upon ;  if  it 
bad  been  acted  upon,  it  had  at  least  not  received 
the  sanction  of  the  House.    The  gold  coin,  Mr,  R. 
said,  is  now  entirely  disappearing  from  among  us. 
It  mav  be  owing  to  this  cause,  very  much,  that 
the  tabular  statements  of  exports  and  imports  of 
specie  for  the  last  year  exhibit  a  balance  of  eight 
millions  of  dollars  against  us.    It  was  only  yes- 
terday, he  said,  he  had  been  told  that  the  banks  in 
New  York  have  not  in  their  vaults  a  single  piece 
of  ffold  of  any  kind^  nor  an  American  or  Spanish 
mified    dollar — their  specie    being  made  up  of 
French  crowns,  five-franc  pieces,  and  parts  of  dol- 
lars.   He  presumed  that  the  banks  in  other  cities 
were  in  pretty  nearly  the  same  situation.    With 
these  views,  he  wished  to  propose  an  amendment 
to  the  resolution,  to  allow  him  an  opportunity  to 


prepare  which,  he  moved  that  this  resolution  Ik 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  CoNKLiNO  not  objecting  to  this  course,  th« 
resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  accord- 
ingly. 

CAPTURED  VESSELS. 

Mr.  Breckenriooe  offered  the  followiDg  roo 
lution : 

Retokedf  That  the  Committae  on  the  Jadiciaiy  V 
instructed  to  inqoire  into  the  allowuiccs  nadc  u 
marshals  for  the  safe-keeping  of  seised  or  cspism 
vessels. 

Mr.  B.  made  some  remarks  in  support  of  ^ 
motion,  which  the  position  of  the  Reporter  pn 
vented  him  from  hearing  as  distinctly  as  he  coob 
have  wished.  He  adverted  to  the  enormous  H 
penses  taxed  upon  suits  in  the  district  courts,  ri 
cases  of  vessels  brought  in  by  our  vessels  ofwir-n 
so  heavy  sometimes  as  to  consume  the  whole  pro 
ceeds  of  the  captures.  He  stated  the  ptrticiild 
fact  that  it  had  been  the  habit  of  some  of  thedi^ 
Uict  courts  to  make  large  allowances  to  the  mar' 
shab  for  the  custody  of  prizes,  until  tbejr  wer< 
adjudicated — in  some  cases  as  high  as  twnti 
dollars  per  day — ^when  the  custody  was  iutrustd 
perhaps  to  some  underling,  who  was  well  reward 
ed  by  an  hundred  cents  per  day.  He  had  do  idei 
of  our  gallant  tars  being  thus  deprived  of  th< 
rewards  of  their*  valor  and  enterprise,  and  trusted 
therefore,  that  the  subject  would  be  referred  as  hi 
had  proposed. 

Mr.  msBSTT  suggested,  that,  as  this  subj 
was  already  partly  before  the  Committee  on  Na 
AflBurs,  it  would  be  better  that  this  inquiry  sbi 
be  referred  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  Brsckenridoe  replied  that  he  could  m 
ceive  of  no  subject  which  more  properly  bdong^ 
to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  than  that  of  the  cost] 
of  suit  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Brbckbiibidoc  was  tbeii 
agreed  to,  nm.  con, 

PAY  OF  CERTAIN  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  of  Maine,  submitted  for  consider 
ation  the  following: 

Reaohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  vi^Hh^ 
be  instructed  to  inqahre  into  the  ezpedieocy  of  «rt>^ 
lishing,  by  law,  such  offices,  the  oompenntKB^ 
which  has  usually  been  piovided  for  by  appiopiw 
bills  without  any  other  act  of  legislation ;  tad  m 
offices,  the  duties  of  which  have  been  aaiially<^ 
pensated  by  extraordiaary  and  per  dien  alloviaH 
out  of  contingent  funds. 

In  offisring  this  motion — 

Mr.  L.  stated  that,  as  the  resolution  embiace| 
view  of  facts  which  might  not  have  been  cobs' 
ered  by  the  members  of  the  House,  he  thoag;lit 
dutv  required  him  to  explain  the  objects  wfaici 
had  in  view.  It  would  be  recollected,  tbi^ 
the  discussion  of  the  appropriation  bills,  for  serew 
years  past,  there  had  been  much  debate  co  »^ 
abstract  question  of  the  propriety  of  providinf  ^ 
certain  offices  which  had  no  legal  eii^' 
The  appropriation  bills  had  been  taken  sp  ||^' 
late  period  of  the  session,  and  we  had  been  obM 
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jjTom  the  oeeessity  of  the  case,  and  from  the  ap* 
prebeoaioo  that  the  pohiic  service  might  sufier 
irom  the  neglect  to  make  appropriations,  to  provide 
for  soeb  offices.  In  this  manner  we  had  heen 
obliged  to  appropriate  into  oflBice  a  dark  to  the 
Attorsef  General,  a  clerk  to  the  Surgeon  General, 
two  derks  in  the  Treasury  Department,  a  clerk 
to  iht  Clerk  of  this  Hoose,  Ac,  The  subject  had 
boQ  embarrassed,  not  onlj  by  the  consideration 
of  the  abstract  question  before  mentioned,  but  by 
eoQtndictory  statements  and  opinions,  in  refer- 
CDce  10  the  necessity  of  the  offices  mentioned. 
The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  is  not  oppressed 
bf  moeh  basiness,  and  might  conveniently  mquire 
■lo  the  duties  dischargra  by  the  officers  thus 
loosely  provided  for,  and  into  all  the  facts  and 
o^nio&s  having  anj  relation  to  the  subject.  On 
their  report,  we  might  act  definitively ;  and  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  by  providing  for 
tke  officers  by  general,  rather  than  specific  appro- 

KitioQs,  woold  put  an  end  to  useless  discussions, 
e  measure  would  also  secure  another  advantage, 
tb(  the  officers  concerned  would  be  relieved  from 
ininfal  uDcertainty  as  to  the  continuance  of  their 
omceS}  and  would  know  what  to  depend  upon. 

la  rdatioQ  to  the  second  clause  of  the  resolution, 
he  considered  it  important,  in  reference  to  prin- 
ciptie,  bat  not  in  regard  to  any  pecuniary  conside- 
ration. He  would   make  a  statement,  for  the 
trnth  of  which  he  could  vouch,  and  which  woold 
lead  to  show  the  beneficial  objects  of  the  resolu- 
DOD.  It  appeared,  that,  in  the  Engineer  Depart- 
ment, daring  the  last  fiscal  year,  one  major  and 
one  captain  had  been  employed  at  an  expense,  in 
^^  'gpgate,  of  9^50;  in  the  doartermaster 
General's  office,  one  major,  one  captain,  and  one 
lintenant, daring  the  whole  year,  and  one  sergeant, 
fiir  a  part  of  the  yean  at  an  expense  of  (1,445  15 ; 
ift  the  Ordnance  OfiSce,  one  captain  and  one  lieu- 
^u(  for  different  periods  at  a  charge  of  $596  75 ; 
10  the  Commissary  General's  Office,  one  captain 
ttd  one  sergeant,  ror  different  terms,  at  an  expense 
^V^\  25 ;  and  in  the  Adjutant  General's  Office, 
onelientenant,  one  sergeant,  and  one  other  person 
^<  iQ  expense  of  9586  25 ;  making  an  amount  on 
>ccoQat  of  extraordinary  and  per  diem  allowances, 
P^d  for  daring  the  last  year,  of  $4,281  40.    Mr.  L. 
^^1  that,  were  he  disposed  to  trine  with  the  sub- 
J^t]  or  with  the  characters  or  feelings  of  the  per- 
^as  concerned,  he  misht  remark  upon  one  fact, 
vhJch^oQji  superficial  observation,  would  seem 
a  little  curious,  but  which  only  exhibited  an  error 
in  fotm,  and  not  in  matter  or  substance.    The 
i^t  WIS,  that  an  allowance  had  been  made  to  the 
officenfor  per  diem  services  for  every  day  in  the 
jor-^thatit  would  seem  that  the  officers  before 
^tionedhad  exhibited  the  unexampled  diligence 
?i  <iischarg;in2  not  only  the  duties  of  their  stations 
"^ the  armyTbut  such  duties  as  entitled  them  to  a 
P^  diem  allowance  for  the  three  hundred  and 
«ity-fiTe  days  of  the  year-— that  they  allowed 
ui^nselves  no  rest,  and  that  even  Sunday  shone 
wSabbath-day  to  them.    But  the  truth  was  that 
^  had  not  snown  any  such  unhallowed  indus- 
JT^  The  error  was,  that  they  had  received  a  per 
allowance,  instead  of  a  salary  as  permanent 


officers.  The  truth  was,  that  there  had  been  an 
Executive  creation  of  officers  which  ought  to 
exist  only  by  a  legislative  act.  He  would  not  say 
that  the  existing  arrangement  was  not  economical ; 
he  did  not  ^believe  that  it  had  been  adopted  with 
any  reference  to  patronage,  or  favor,  but  he  con- 
sidered the  principles  of  our  Government  opposed 
to  the  practice. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  made  a  few 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  multiplication  of 
clerks  in  the  public  offices.  It  was  not  in  propor- 
tion to  the  increase  of  business,  but  to  the  decrease 
of  it.  he  said,  that  clerks  had  been  employed  in 
the  Departments.  The  business  which  grew  out 
of  the  accounts^  &c.,  of  the  late  war  now  nearly 
gone  through  with,  and  the  necessity  of  employing 
additional  clerks  must  have  ceased,  if  it  had  ever 
existed.  If  it  be  necessary,  however,  to  employ 
these  officers,  let  it  be  done  by  a  regular  law  of 
the  country,  and  not  by  the  mere  process  of  insert- 
ing a  clause  in  an  appropriation  bill.  We  were 
told,  in  debate,  last  year,  said  Mr.  W.,  that  we 
could  not  legislate  a  clerk  out  of  his  office  by 
withholding  his  salary.  If  that  be  true,  it  is 
equally  true  that  you  cannot  employ  him  by  voting 
it.  If  you  cannot  put  him  out  by  an  appropriation 
bill,  you  cannot  put  him  in  by  an  appropriation 
bill.  Mr.  W.  hoped,  therefore,  that  this  resolution 
would  be  adopted,  but  that  the  subject  would  be 
referred,  not  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  but  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  ana  Means,  to  which  it 
seemed  more  properly  to  belong. 

Mr.  Lincoln  did  not  consider  it  material  to 
which  committee  the  subject  was  referred ;  though, 
as  the  question  did  not  involve  an  appropriation 
of  money,  bur  an  inquiry  into  mere  matters  of  fact 
and  law,  he  thought  the  Judiciary  Committee 
would  be  more  proper  than  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  He  added  some  remairks  in 
favor  of  the  measure  itself,  founded  on  the  incon- 
venience and  impropriety  of  discussing  the  iitility 
or  necessity  of  clerks  on  the  annual  appropriation 
bill,  which  necessarily  brought  the  question  up 
year  afler  year,  to  consume  the  time  of  the  House. 
For  the  sace  or  the  clerks  themselves  this  inquiry 
ouffht  to  take  place.  They  now  labor  under  the 
evu  of  a  total  uncertainty  as  to  their  future  pros- 
pects ;  and  it  was  due  to  them  that  Congress 
should  say  to  them,  whether  or  not  their  employ* 
ments  were  to  be  continued. 

Mr.  Inqham  rose  to  suggest  that  the  subject 
miffht  be  given  in  charse  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Expenditures,  rather  than  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  and  quoted  the  rule  estab- 
lishing that  committee,  to  show  that  the  proposed 
inquiry  would  fall  more  within  the  province  of 
that  committee  than  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

Mr.  Williams  declined  varying  his  motion. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMs'samendment wasagreed  to ;  and, 
thus  amended,  the  resolve  was  agreed  to,  nem  con. 

DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

The  Hoose  then  a«iin  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  on  the  unfini^ed  business  of  Monday  last, 
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whicb  is  the  bill  regolatiDg  the  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage. 

Messrs.  McLane,  Inoham,  Caubrsleng,  Col- 
den,  Babstow,  McKiu,  Rhea,  WAnnELD,  Qos- 
HAM,  ToMUN«ON,  FoRWABD,  Trimble,  and 
Wright,  engaged  in  the  interesting  and  labori- 
oos  duty  ofpreparing,  supporting,  or  opposing 
amendments  to  the  details  ot  the  bill. 

At  half  past  4  o'clock  the  Committee  rose,  and 
the  House  adjourned. 


Thursdat,  January  23.         ^ 

Mr.  Scott,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  recommitted  the  bill  to  ena- 
ble the  holders  of  incomplete  French  and  Span- 
ish titles  to  lands  withm  that  part  of  the  late 
province  of  Louisiana,  which  is  now  comprised 
within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  to  in- 
stitute proceedings  to  try  the  validity  thereof^  and 
to  obtam  complete  titles  for  the  same,  when  found 
to  be  valid,  re|)orted  the  same  without  amend- 
ment i  which  bill  was  committed  to  the  commit- 
tee to  which  is  committed  the  bill  concerning 
pre-emption  rights  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  Jennings,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  biH  to  authorize  the 
State  of  Indiana  to  open  a  canal  through  the 
poblic  lands,  for  the  purpose  of  connecting  the 
Wabash  ana  Miami  of  Lake  Erie ;  which  bill 
was  twice  read,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  a  bill  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Cumberland  road. 

Mr.  Mattocks,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
petition  of  Captain  James  Biggar^s  company  of 
mounted  rangers ;  which  report,  and  the  resolution 
annexed  to  it,  were  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Walworth,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ste- 
phen Howard,  jr. ;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Aflairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
ezpediencv  of  further  reducing  the  staff  of  the 
Army  of  tne  United  States. 

Mr.  Leftwich  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  until 
to-morrow : 

Raolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  StAtes 
be  requested  to  eommunicate  to  this  House  the  num- 
ber ef  persons,  and  the  amount  due  from  each,  whose 
compensation  has  been  withheld  or  sospended,  in  pnr- 
snaneo  of  the  law  prohibiting  payment  to  persons  in 
aneass  to  the  United  States  ;  whether  the  amount 
withheld  has  been  applied,  in  ail  eases,  to  the  extin- 
guishment of  their  debt*  to  the  GoTcrnment;  whether 
■aid  laws  have  been  in  force,  in  all  oasec,  agatnat  secu- 
rities who  are  liable  or  accountable  for  the  payment  oi 
any  antars  due ;  whether  any  accounting  or  disburs- 
ing offioer,  within  the  knowledge  of  the  Preaident,  has 
given  eoncluetve  evidence  of  Us  insolvency ;  if  so,  is 
he  still  in  the  employ  of  the  United  States  1 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sergeant,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  wore  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  compelling 
the  attendance  of  witnesses  tiefore  commissioners 


named  in  commissions  issued  by  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  for  taking  evidence  in  other  dis- 
tricts of  the  United  States  than  those  where  the 
courts  are  held ;  and  abo  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  by  law  a  mode  of  taking  evidence  io 
equity  oases  depending  in  Che  coorts  of  the  Uai- 
ted  States. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  reaolotioii 
submitted  by  Mr.  Conkliho  yesterday ;  and  the 
same  being  amended,  to  read  as  follows : 

Resolvedt  That  the  committee  appointed  oo  the  15tb 
instant  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  omtiBiiinsii 
force  the  law  making  the  crowns  of  Fraaee  and  fivc- 
firanc  pieces  a  lawful  tender,  be  also  inatmcteii  ts 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  eontinaiBg  in  §»pee  Ik 
law,  entided  ^An  act  concerning  the  Mint,"  apfwond 
March  3, 1801 ;  and  whether  it  he  expedssat  to  maki 
any  amendment  in  the  laws  regulating  tiM  coins  st 
the  United  States ;  and  also  to  inqnire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britaia. 
Portugal.  France,  and  Spain,  receivable  in  pajment 
of  debts  doe  the  United  States,  at  their  intrinaic  Talae^ 
and  that  said  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bdH 
or  otherwise : 

The  question  was  taken  to  agree  thereto,  and 
passed  in  the  affirmative  ;  and  two  additiooa! 
members  were  added  to  the  committee  ;  and  Mi 
SfiROEANT  and  Mr.  Sloanc  were  appointed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Houst 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  concerning  the  disbursement  of  public  mon- 
ey," with  amendments.  The  Senate  have  also 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  granting  to  the 
State  of  Alabama  the  riffht  of  pre-emption  to  cer- 
tain quarter-sections  of  land  p  in  which  amend- 
ments, and  last-mentioned  bill  they  ask  the  coa- 
currence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Floyo  gave  notice  that  he  should  to-mor- 
row call  up  the  bill  for  the  occupation  of  the  mouth 
of  the  Columbia  river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett,  the  House  took  up 
the  amended  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  An 
act  concerning  the  disbursements  of  public  mo- 
neys." 

Kir.  B.  then  moved  that  this  House  a^ee  to  tk 
sundry  amendments  to  the  bill  by  the  Senatt; 
when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  of  Virginia. 
the  bill,  as  amended  in  the  Senate,  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **  An  aei 
granting  to  the  State  of  Alabama  the  right  of 
pre-emption  to  certain  quarter  sections  of  land ^ 
was  twice  read  and  committed. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commu- 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
making  provision  for  the  preservation  and  repau 
of  the  national  road  leading  from  Cumberiaikd  tc 
Wheeling ;  when  Mr.  Trimble  mored  to  amend 
the  third  section,  by  striking  out  all  after  the  mod 
"  services,"  in  the  eighth  line,  and  inserting  "  socfi 
sum  as  may  be  fixed,  by  the  President,  froca  tioe 
to  time,  not  exceedmg  two  thousand  dollars  per 
annum ;"  and,  on  the  motion  to  agree  thereto,  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 
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Mr.  BucHANAif  proposed  diree  additional  sec- 
tions to  the  bilL  Mr.  B..  wishiDg  to  aasigti  his 
reasons  at  large  on  the  bill  and  amendments^  and 
to  give  gentlemen  an  opportunity  of  ezamming 
the  proposed  additional  sections,  the  hoar  being 
now  too  late  for  him  to  do  so,  moved  that  the 
Committee  rise. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the  amendment 
Doved  by  Mr.  BucBANAjf  was^  on  motion  of  Mr. 
^ABRBLLT,  ordcied  to  be  printed. 

REGULATION  OP  DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

The  Hoose  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Dommittee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
L^nioQ,  on  the  bill  regulating  the  duties  on  im- 
Dorts  and  tonnage  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  being  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday. 

The  Dointa  which  have  engaged  the  attention 
sf  the  House  of  Repreeentatires  for  the  two  last 
lays  were  the  foUowmff : 

Mr.  McLan £  moved  to  add  the  following  to 
he  bill  as  a  new  section : 

Sic.  36.  Strike  oat  all  after  the  enacting  cUoae, 
lad  ioiert :  « That  so  mach  of  the  act  paased  the 
wentieth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
nghtten,  entitled  '  An  act  supplementaxy  to  an  act 
entitled  an  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on 
importf  ind  tonnage/ passed  the  2d  of  March,  1799," 
[except  the  leTenth  section  thereof  J  as  is  not  altered 
M-  lopplied  by,  or  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  provis- 
toni  of  this  aet»  shall  be  and  continue  in  full  force, 
laj  thief  in  the  SBth  section  of  the  said  act  to  the 
»Birtrj  notwithetanding ;  and  ao  much  of  all  other 
icti  u  are  contrary  to,  and  inconeistent  with,  this  act, 
be,  and  the  aama  are  hereby,  repealed  :  Pravidedt  itev- 
trtkeim.  That  all  fines,  peaaltieB,  and  forMtniea, 
which  may  have  been  incurred  onder  any  of  the  aaid 
icif,  may  be  enforced  in  the  same  oiaBaer  es  if  the 
aid  ftcu  had  not  been  repealed,  or  had  net  eipired  by 
heir  own  limitation. 

Sobsequently,  Mr.McLANS  withdrew  the  whole 
if  this  amendment,  except  the  proviso,  which  pro- 
viso was  affreed  to  as  a  new  section  to  the  bill. 
Mr.  Mc&iM  then  moTed  to  add  the  ibUowing 
tt  a  new  section  to  the  bill,  (being  the  7th  section 
)f  the  pRsent  collection  law :) 

And  U  Ufmiker  enoUedy  That,  when  goods,  wares, 
1  nerehuiase,  iaapoirted  and  sul^ect  to  duty  as  afote- 
■id,  ahall  be  reahipped  and  transported  ooastwiset 
x)ffl  ooe  diatrict  to  another*  in  the  |MMkages  in  which 
to  fame  were  imported,  an  inToloe,  or  a  cojpy  of  such 
>voice,  verified  by  the  additional  oath  raqurad  by  the 
Kirth  fection  of  this  act,  and  certified  under  the  offi- 
ial  leal  of  the  collector,  with  whom  the  entry,  on  the 
nportatioD  of  auch  gooda,  wares,  or  merchandiae,  waa 
ude,  ihaU  be  produced  at  the  port  to  which  the  aame 
^1  be  tranaported,  and  the  same  inspection  of  such 
9od§f  wares,  or  merchandiie,  shall  be  made,  as  if 
lay  had  been  brought  direct  from  a  foreign  port  or 
bee ;  and  if  the  iuToioe,  TOrified  aa  aforesaid,  shall 
N  be  ao  produced,  each  goods,  warea,  or  merchan- 
N>  •hall  be  deposited  end  remain  in  the  public  ware- 
hisa,  at  the  espenae  and  riak  of  the  owner  thereof, 
nil  the  invoice,  verified  and  certified  in  the  manner 
leve  required^  ahall  be  prodoeed ;  and  gooda,  wane, 

merchandise,  imported,  and  autgect.to  duty  aa 
^lesaid,  may  be  tranaported  eoaatwiae  to  one  or 
ne  diatricto  within  the  United  States. 


Mr.  McLane  mored  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  inserting  in  the  13th  line  thereof,  after  the 
word  ^*  place,"  the  words,  ^  Provided  tnat  no  ap- 
praisement of  the  said  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, shall  be  nude  at  the  said  port,  so  as  to 
change  the  amount  of  duties  which  may  hare 
been  charged  thereon,  at  the  port  of  their  original 
importation,  if  the  same  should  have  been  there 
entered  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act." 

Thus  amended,  the  amendment  of  Mr.  McKim 
was  agreed  to,  after  much  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
McLane,  McEim,  Wood,  Cambublbno,  Trim- 
ble, Ookbam,  Serobant,  Wright,  Rhea,  Bu- 
chanan, and  Walworth,  took  part. 

After  one  or  two  other  trivial  amendments  were 
offered  by  Mr.  McKim,  and  agreed  to,  the  Com- 
mittee rose. 

[The  object  for  which  the  Committee  rose  was 
to  let  the  bill  be  printed  as  amended,  in  order  that 
j;entlemen  might  hare  an  opportunity  of  eiamin- 
mg  and  consicTering  the  bill  m  its  amended  shape.] 

TRADE  WITH  CANADA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sterling,  of  New  York,  the 
House  took  up  the  resolution,  laid  on  the  table 
some  days  ago,  relatire  to  the  Canada  trade, 
when  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Wal- 
worth to  it  was  withdrawn,  in  order  to  give  Mr. 
S.  an  opportunity  of  submitting  his,  amended  to 
read  as  follows : 

Reaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  in- 
atructed  to  inquire,  and  report  to  this  Honae,  whether 
the  proviaions  of  an  act  of  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  paaaed  the  6th  day  of  August,  1822,  ao  far  as 
thev  impose  certain  duties  upon  the  products  of  the 
Uatted  Statea  pasaing  into  Lower  Canada,  down  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  or  otherwise,  with  a  view  to  ex- 
portation, are  not  repngnant  to  existing  treatiea  be- 
tween thia  country  and  Great  Britain,  or  a  violation  of 
our  right  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  river  St.  Ijow- 
lenee,  or  a  free  inland  trade  with  the  Canadaa;  and 
what  meaanrea  ara  expedient  to  be  taken  to  obtain  a 
repeal  or  modification  of  aaid  act,  or  of  any  other  act 
of  Parliament,  ao  far  as  their  proviaiona  ahall  be  found 
detrimental  to  our  oommerce,  ur  repugnant  to  righta 
aecured  to  us  by  treaty  or  national  law,  or  what  ooun- 
tervailing  proviaions  may  be  expedient  on  the  part  of 
the  United  SUtea. 

In  support  of  this  resolution.  Mr.  Stbrlino 
said,  that,  as  the  resolution  relates  to  subjects 
d^ply  interesting,  not  only  to  his  constituent^ 
but  to  the  nation  at  large,  he  trusted  it  found 
sofilcient  apolqgy  for  his  detaining  the  House  a 
short  time,  by  a  few  remarks  expunatory  of  his 
object  in  introducing  it. 

A  very  advantageous  and  profitable  traffic  had 
for  a  long  time  been  prosecuted  by  the  inhabitants 
livittff  on  the  northern  and  northeastern  borders  of 
the  United  States,  with  the  British  Provinces  of 
Upper  and  Lower  Canada.  This  traffic,  on  the  ^ 
part  of  the  United  Stttes,  consisted  principally  of 
bulky  articles,  which  found  their  way  to  market 
down  the  river  St.  Lawrence. 

The  free  navigation  of  that  riyer  is  all  essen- 
tial to  the  continuance  and  prosperity  of  this  com- 
merce.   Upon  it  also  depends,  to  a  great  extent, 
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the  value  of  those  ezteneiye  tracts  of  land,  which 
border  upon  this  river,  and  the  immense  bodies  of 
water  which  discharge  themselves  into  it.  An 
extensive  population  has  seated  itself  upon  the 
shores  of  toese  rivers  and  lakes,  looking  to  Mon- 
treal and  duebec  as  their  natural  and  proper 
market,  and  to  the  river  St.  Lawrence  as  the 
ffreat  highway  which  nature  has  opened  to  them 
tor  the  conveyance  of  their  products  to  a  phice  of 

grofi table  sale.    Maoy  of  their  products  are  of  so 
uiky  a  nature  as  forbids  their  being  transported 
to  any  other  market. 

They  believed,  aod  still  believe,  that  their  right 
to  the  navigation  of  this  river  was  secured  to  them 
both  by  treaty  and  national  law. 

They  had  not  the  remotest  idea  that  Great  Bri- 
tain had  the  right  to  deprive  them  of  it,  or  to 
shackle  it  by  duties  and  impositions,  which  might 
amount  to  a  prohibition. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  did  not  wish  to  detain  the  House 
by  an  argument  upon  this  point,  to  show  that 
they  were  correct  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  and 
that  the  risht  to  freely  navigate  this  river  was 
secured  to  them,  if  not  by  ezistinff  treaties,  yet  by 
obligations  equally  sacred  and  binding,  arising 
from  the  laws  of  nature  and  nations.  He  begged 
permission  to  produce  an  authority  from  that  able 
and  distinguished  statesman  Thomas  Jefferson. 

The  right  on  the  part  of  the  Western  people  to 
navigate  the  Mississippi,  when  the  shores  of  that 
river  were  in  possession  of  Spain,  formed  an  an- 
alogous case,  and  in  his  report  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  upon  that  subject,  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son remarked  that,  "  if  we  appeal  to  the  law  of 
nature  and  nations,  as  expressed  by  writers  on 
the  subject,  it  is  asreed  by  them  that,  were  the 
river  Mississippi,  where  it  passes  between  Florida 
and  Louisiana,  the  exclusive  right  of  Spain,  still 
ha  innocent  passa^  along  it  is  a  natural  right  in 
those  inhabiting  its  borders  above.  It  would, 
indeed,  be  what  those  writers  call  an  imperfect 
right,  because  the  modification  of  its  exercise  de- 
pends, in  a  considerable  degree,  on  theconvenien- 
cy  of  the  nation  through  which  they  are  to  pass. 
But  it  is  still  a  right,  as  real  as  any  other  right, 
however  well  defined ;  and  were  it  to  be  refused, 
or  to  be  so  shackled  by  regulations  not  necessary 
for  the  peace  or  safety  of  its  inhabitants,  as  to 
render  its  use  impracticable  to  us,  it  would  then 
be  an  injury  of  which  we  should  be  entitled  to 
demand  redress.  The  rigjht  of  the  upper  inhafa^ 
itants  to  use  this  navi^tion,  is  the  counterpart 
to  that  of  those  possessing  the  shores  below,  and 
founded  in  the  same  natural  relations  witn  the 
soil  and  water;  and  the  line  at  which  their  rights 
meet,  is  to  be  advanced  or  withdrawn,  so  as  to 
equalize  the  inconveniences  resulting  to  each 
party  from  the  exercise  of  the  right  by  the  other. 
This  estimate  is  to  be  fairly  made,  with  a  mu- 
tual disposition  to  make  equal  sacrifices,  and  the 
members  on  each  side  are  to  have  their  due 
wei^^ht  in  the  estimate." 
This,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  believed  to  be  a  sotmd  and 
correct  view  of  the  law  of  nature  and  nations,  as 
applicable  to  the  St.  Lawrence  as  well  as  the  Mis- 
sissippi.   No  wonder,  then,  that  the  inhabitants 


living  upon  the  St.  Lawrence  and  upon  the  ena- 
sive  waters  which  flow  into  that  river,  Tievtk 
act  of  the  British  Parliament,  passed  onthestk 
day  of  August  last,  regulating  the  trade  witb^aad 
fixing  the  rate  of  duties  on,  goods  and  prodoce  im- 
ports into  the  provinces  of  Upper  and  Lowe 
Canada,  from  the  United  States,  as  a  mostflagraot 
and  hi^n-handed  violation  of  their  rights,  uid  as 
one  which  loudly  calls  for  the  interposition  of  tliis 
Government.  The  St.  Lawrence  is  to  them  vlut 
the  Mississippi  was  to  the  people  of  the  West 
The  value  ot  their  lands;  their  labor  and  ibeii 
produce,  depend  upon  the  free  navigation  of  this 
river ;  and  they  never  will  yield  to  the.  idea  that 
they  hold  so  invaluable  a  right,  subject  to  the  whim 
ana  caprice  of  a  commercial  rival.  They  hold 
the  right  by  the  sacred  obligation  of  the  law  of 
nature  and  of  nations,  and  they  will  not  shrink 
from  the  responsibility  of  maintaining  it  at  all 
hazards. 

This  law  of  the  British  Parliament,  of  Aogost 
last,  subjects  their  produce,  passing  into  or  tbroogii 
Canada,  to  the  most  injurious  and  heavy  impoa- 
tions.  It  cannot  be  viewed  in  the  light  of  a  re^ 
lation  simply  for  ^  the  peace  and  Mfety"  of  tlie 
Canadian  inhabitants,  as  a  *^  modification*^  of  oar 
right  for  the  convenience  of  British  subjects  iiriflf 
upon  the  borders  of  the  river.  Indmd,  Mr.  S. 
said,  if  he  was  correctly  informed,  mtDJr  of  the 
most  enlightened  people  of  these  proriooes  were 
opposed  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  in  question, 
and  considered  it  as  detrimental  to  them  as  it  was 
vexatious  to  the  American  people. 

That  this  act  would  be  viewed  in  no  other  light 
than  as  a  regulation  unnecessarily  shackling  oor 
right  to  the  navigation  of  this  river,  and  as  reo- 
derinff  its  use  impracticable  to  us  for  the  porpon 
of  a  fair  and  legitimate  commerce^  Mr.  8.  stated 
he  would  read  to  the  House  a  list  or  the  duties  io- 
posed,  viz : 

Upon  every  barrel  of  wheat  flour,  not  weighuff 
more  than  196  lbs.  net  weight,  5t.  sterlioif;  batm 
of  biscuit,  not  weighing  more  than  196  ibs.  net 
weight,  2$,  6d,;  for  every  cwt  of  biscoit,  li.  ^ 
for  every  100  lbs.  of  bread,  made  from  wheat  a 
other  grain,  imported  in  bags  or  packages,  2f.  ^ 
for  every  barrel  of  flour,  not  weighing  more  tbia 
196  lbs.  made  from  rye,  peas,  or  wans,  2*.  6i;  for 
every  bushel  of  peas,  beans,  rye,  or  ealvaoces,?^; 
ricej  for  every  hundred  lbs.  net  weight,  2s.  61; 
for  every  1,000  shingles,  called  Boston  chips,  oot 
more  than  12  inches  in  length.  7«.;  for  everr  1,000 
shingles,  being  more  than  twelve  inches  in  leiigth, 
lis,;  for  everv  1,000  red  oak  staves,  1^  U-i  for 
every  1,000  wnite  oak  staves  or  headings,  iSi.;  for 
every  1,000  feet  of  white  or  yellow  pine  lumber. 
of  one  inch  thick,  XL  Is,;  for  every  1,000  feet  of 

flitch  pine  lumber,  1^  Is,;  other  kinds  of  wood  ad 
umber,  per  1,000  feet,  IL  8i.;  for  every  1,000  wooi 
hoops,  5s.  3d.;  horses,  for  every  1001  of  the  Tslot 
thereof,  lO^y  neat  cattle,  for  every  100^  of  tk 
value  thereof,  101.;  all  other  live  stock,  for  vnff 
lOOL  of  the  value  thereof,  10^ 

It  will  be  thus  perceived  that  this  act  f^^ 
British  Parliament  asserts  the  right  to  tax,  atpiet- 
sure,  all  our  produce  thus  transported,  and  of  eoonc 
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Mr.  BucBAiffAii  proposed  ihne  additional  sec- 
tions to  the  bilL  Mr.  B..  wishiDg  to  assign  his 
reasons  at  large  on  the  bill  and  amendments,  and 
to  give  geatlonen  an  opportunity  of  examining 
the  propoBcd  additional  sections,  the  hour  being 
now  too  late  for  him  to  do  so,  moved  that  the 
Committee  rise. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the  amendment 
moved  hj  Mr.  Buchanan  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Faebklly,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

REGULATION  OP  DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  oh  the  bill  regulating  the  duties  on  im- 
ports and^  tonnage  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  being  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday. 

The  points  which  have  engaged  the  attention 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  two  last 
days  were  the  following : 

kr.  McLane  moved  to  add  the  following  to 
the  bill  as  a  new  section : 

Szc.  36.  Stnke  oat  ail  after  the  enacting  claQse, 
ud  inaert:  **That  so  much  of  the  act  passed  the 
twentieth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ei^hteea,  entitled  '  An  act  supplementary  to  an  act 
entldad  an  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on 
importfl  end  tonnage,  passed  the  2d  of  March,  1799," 
[exeept  the  seventh  section  thersof,]  ss  is  not  altered 
or  sappfied  by,  or  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  provii- 
loas  of  this  act,  shall  be  and  eontinne  in  full  force, 
■ay  thing  in  the  S6th  section  of  the  said  act  to  the 
caalimfy  notwithstandtng ;  and  so  mueh  of  all  other 
acu  as  are  contrary  to,  and  inoonsistent  with,  this  act, 
be,  and  tikm  aaaie  are  hereby,  repealed  :  PraMedt  neih 
erikelm.  That  all  fines,  penalties,  and  forMtuiM, 
wJucb  Biay  have  been  incorred  oader  any  of  the  said 
Kta,  May  be  enforced  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the 
ukl  acta  had  not  been  repealed,  or  had  not  eipired  by 
their  own  limitation. 

Subsequently,  Mr.McLANS  withdrew  the  whole 
of  this  nmeadment,  except  the  proviso,  which  pro- 
viso was  agreed  to  as  a  new  section  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Mc&iM  then  moved  to  add  the  following 
as  a  mew  section  to  the  bill,  (being  the  7th  section 
of  the  pKsent  collection  law :) 

And  be  a/wriker  enoUedj  That,  when  goods,  wares, 
or  SMfcbaaJuse,  imported  and  sobjeet  to  doty  as  afors- 
ssid,  dull  be  reahipped  and  transported  ooastwise, 
inm  one  distiict  to  another*  in  the  packages  in  which 
ihetaae  were  imported,  an  invoice,  or  a  copy  of  such 
invoice,  verified  by  the  additional  oath  rsquirad  by  the 
fourth  section  of  this  act,  and  certified  under  the  offi- 
cial seal  of  the  collector,  with  whom  the  entry,  on  the 
importatton  of  such  goodn,  wares,  or  merchsndise,  was 
made,  ebsll  be  produced  at  the  port  to  which  the  lame 
•hafl  be  transported,  and  the  same  inspection  of  euch 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandiM,  shall  be  made,  as  if 
they  had  been  brought  direct  from  a  foreign  port  or 
^•ce ;  and  if  the  inroioe,  verified  as  aforesaia,  shall 
iiot  be  so  pffodnced,  each  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise, shall  be  deposited  and  remain  in  the  public  ware- 
boose,  at  the  expense  and  risk  of  the  owner  thereof, 
until  the  invmee,  verified  and  certified  in  the  manner 
abore  required,  shall  be  produced ;  and  goods,  warss, 
er  mwrhandise,  imported,  and  sulgect.to  duty  as 
sioressad,  may  be  transported  coastwise  to  one  or 
ttofe  districts  within  the  United  States. 


Mr.  McLane  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  inserting  in  the  13th  line  thereof,  after  the 
word  '^  place,"  the  words,  ^  Provided  tnat  no  ap- 
praisement of  the  said  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, shall  be  made  at  the  said  port,  so  as  to 
change  the  amount  of  duties  which  may  have 
been  charged  thereon,  at  the  port  of  their  original 
importation,  if  the  same  should  have  been  there 
entered  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act." 

Thus  amended,  the  amendment  of  Mr.  McKim 
was  agreed  to,  after  much  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
McLane,  McEim,  Wood,  Cambebleng,  Tbim- 
BLB,  Gk>nBAM,  Serobant,  Wrigbt,  Rhea,  Bu- 
chanan, and  Walworth,  took  part. 

After  one  or  two  other  trivial  amendments  were 
ofiered  by  Mr.  McKim ,  and  agreed  to,  the  Com- 
mittee rose. 

[The  object  for  which  the  Committee  rose  was 
to  let  the  bill  be  printed  as  amended,  in  order  that 
gentlemen  miffht  have  an  opportunity  of  eiamin- 
mg  and  considering  the  bill  in  its  amended  shape.] 

TRADE  WITH  CANADA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sterling,  of  New  York,  the 
House  took  up  the  resolution,  laid  on  the  table 
some  days  ago,  relative  to  the  Canada  trade, 
when  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Wal- 
worth to  it  was  withdrawn,  in  order  to  give  Mr. 
S.  an  onportunity  of  submitting  his,  amended  to 
read  as  follows : 

Reaohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire,  and  report  to  this  House,  whether 
the  provisions  of  an  act  of  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  passed  the  6th  dsy  of  August,  1822;  so  far  as 
thev  impose  certain  duties  upon  the  products  of  the 
Umted  Stales  passing  into  Lower  Canada,  down  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  or  otherwise,  with  a  view  to  ex- 
portation,  are  not  repugnant  to  existing  treaties  be- 
tween this  country  and  Qrsat  Britain,  or  a  ridation  of 
our  right  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  river  St.  Law- 
nnee,  or  a  free  inland  trade  with  the  Canadas;  and 
what  msasures  are  expedient  to  be  taken  to  obtain  a 
repeal  or  modification  of  said  act,  or  of  any  other  act 
of  Parliament,  so  far  as  their  provisions  shall  be  found 
detrimental  to  our  oommerce,  or  repugnant  to  rights 
secured  to  us  by  treaty  or  national  law,  or  what  eoun- 
tervailiog  provisions  may  be  expedient  on  the  part  of 
the  United  SUtes. 

In  support  of  this  resolution.  Mr.  Stbrling 
said,  that,  as  the  resolution  relates  to  subjects 
deeply  interesting,  not  only  to  his  constituents, 
but  to  the  nation  at  large,  he  trusted  it  found 
sufficient  apolqgy  for  his  detaining  the  House  a 
short  time,  by  a  few  remarks  expumatory  of  his 
object  in  introducing  it. 

A  very  advantageous  and  profitable  traffic  had 
for  a  long  time  been  prosecuted  by  the  inhabitants 
living  on  the  northern  and  northeastern  borders  of 
the  United  Sutea,  with  the  British  Provinces  of 
Upper  and  Lower  Canada.  This  traffic,  on  the  ^ 
part  of  the  United  States,  consisted  principally  of 
bulky  articles,  which  found  their  way  to  market 
down  the  river  St.  Lawrence. 

The  free  navigation  of  that  river  is  all  essen- 
tial to  the  continuance  and  prosperity  of  this  com- 
merce.   Upon  it  also  depends,  to  a  great  extent. 
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held  or  suspended  in  porsaance  of  the  laws  pro- 
hibiting pajrment  to  persons  in  arrears  to  the 
United  States ;  whether  the  amount  withheld  has 
been  applied  in  all  cases  to  the  extinguishment  of 
their  debts  to  the  Government;  whether  said  laws 
hare  been  enforced,  in  all  cases,  against  securities 
who  are  liable  or  accountable  for  the  payment  of 
any  arrears  due ;  whether  any  accounting  or  dis- 
bursing officer^  within  the  knowledge  of  the  Presi- 
dent, has  given  conclusive  evidence  of  his  insol- 
vency ;  if  so,  is  he  still  in  the  employ  of  the  United 
States ;  was  considered  and  adopted. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to 
alter  the  compensation  of  members  of  Congress, 
and  delegates  of  Territories ;  and,  also^  the  clerks 
and  doorkeepers,  &g.,  of  each  House  of  Congress: 
When  it  was  ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  appointed  on  the  subject 
of  retrenchment  in  the  expenditures  of  Govern- 
ment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tomlinhon,  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  so  amending  the  act,  entitled  "  An 
act  supplementary  to  the  acts  concerning  the 
coastinj^  trade,"  that  the  provisions  thereof  shall 
not  afiect  ships  or  vessels  laden  in  whole  or  in 
part  with  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  of  foreign 
growth  or  manufacture. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mbrgbr,  the  report  on  the 
navigation  of  the  Potomac  river  was  considered, 
committed  to  a  Comn^ittee  of  the  Whole,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ball,  the  Committee  on 

Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 

>ediency  of  giving  the  surveyors  of  ports  of  de* 

ivery  the  same  power  to  grant  enrolments  and 

icenses^  that  is  now  exercised  by  the  collectors  of 

ports  of  entry. 

DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

Mr.  Wood  moved  that  the  House  do  come  to 
the  following  resolution,  viz : 

JUiohtd,  Thit  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary  be 
requested  to  Ity  before  thit  House,  as  soon  as  conve- 
niently he  can,  a  statement  of  all  the  cases,  in  which 
the  invoices  admitted  by  the  Collectors  of  the  Castoms, 
in  estimating  the  ad  valorem  daties,  and  the  estimates 
of  the  value  of  the  goods  made  by  the  public  Apprai- 
sers on  the  entry  of  the  said  goods  from  foreign  ports, 
have  been  adjudged  too  low  by  a  subsequent  inspec- 
tion, under  the  seventh  section  of  the  act,  entithui 
**  An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  to 
regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage," passed  April  20,  1618 ;  also,  the  places  where, 
and  the  persons  by  whom,  the  different  valuations 
have  been  made;  also,  to  state  what  has  been  the 
practical  operation  of  the  said  seventh  section ;  also, 
whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  ports  of  entry  might 
be  abolished  without  injury ;  and  whether  any,  and, 
if  any,  what,  alterations  are  necessary  and  proper  in 
the  laws  for  the  collection  of  the  revenue. 

Mr.  Wood  observed,  upon  the  introduction  of 
the  resolution,  that,  on  an  examination  of  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ma- 
rvland.  to  the  bill  pending  &fore  the  House  for 
the  collection  of  the  revenue,  it  would  seem  that 
the  object  of  it  was  to  review  the  decisions  of 


the  collectors  and  appraisen  of  the  ports  at  whicb 
goods  are  entered  on  their  arrival  from  foreigGi 
ports,  at  the  ports  to  which  the  same  goods  may 
be  sent  in  the  original  package. 

That  this  review  was  not  inteoded  to  correct 
error,  but  to  detect  fraud,  and  was  predicated  oo  t 
distrust  of  the  integrity  of  a  whole  class  of  pablie 
officers,  through  whose  hands  the  reTenne  passes, 
and  who  were  selected  from  the  whole  commniuty 
with  reference  to  the  delicacy  of  the  trast ;  that 
he  had  heretofore  been  ignorant  that  our  laws 
embraced  a  principle  so  reproachfal  to  the  moiai 
character  oi  the  nation;  he  had  the  higliest  con- 
fidence in  the  integrity  of  oar  merchants,  aa  a 
distinct  class  of  men,  and  he  should  not  relinquish 
it  without  a  demonstration  of  his  mistake. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  the  (^wration  of  this  principle 
can  only  be  mischievous ;  it  is  a  law  (h  haman 
nature,  that  continued  imputation  of  dishonestf 
creates  dishonesty — makes  a  man  dishonest;  it 
adds  to  the  force  of  temptation,  while  it  losens  the 

K»wer  of  resistance ;  it  enfeebles  the  moral  sense, 
eaks  down  the  ramparts  of  virtoe,  and  waikrn& 
the  influence  of  moral  principle  and  honorahie 
sentiment. 

That  if  there  was  reason  to  distrust  the  integ- 
rity or  ability  of  a  single  inspection,  let  it  be  re- 
viewed on  the  spot  by  another  board  of  appraiser, 
or  by  a  judicial  tribunal.  Such  cour»  appeared 
to  him  preferable  to  successive  inspections^  at  dis- 
tant periods,  and  which,  he  should  soppose,  mast 
be  attended  with  embarrassment  to  oar  internal 
trade. 

Sir,  I  do  not  conceive  that  we  are  prepared  to 
act  on  thb  subject  without  more  infomation.  On 
all  measures  rdating  to  the  revenue,  the  opinion 
of  the  Treasury  has  with  me  mnch  wet^fac  Gior 
tlemen  have  ff tven  us  different  repreaeatntions  of 
the  opinion  of  the  Treasory.  I  wish,  before  I  vote 
for  the  amendment,  to  have  all  the  information 
that  the  Treasurer  can  furnish  on  the  sai»jeet. 

The  rule  requiring  this  resolution  to  Imy  on  the 
table  one  day  bein^  dispensed  with,  by  onanimoos 
consent,  the  question  was  taken  to  agree  to  the 
resolution,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative^ 

REGISTERS,  &c.— PUBLIC  LAN1>8. 

Mr.  MooBE,  of  Alabama,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Raohedt  Th«t  the  Committee  on  PnUie  I«ands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  intiodaciBg 
a  bill  more  cffectumlly  to  prohibit  Receiveis  of  Puikiic 
Moneys  end  Registeis  of  Lend  Offices  froin  parchss- 
ing  public  lend,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  in  thctf 
own  lend  district,  st  either  public  or  privmte  ^ale. 

Mr.  Moore  said :  I  am  so  thoroughly  convinced. 
not  only  of  the  jpropriety,  but  the  absolute  neces- 
sity, of  a  law  such  as  is  contemplated  by  the  resola- 
tion  I  have  now  the  honor  to  submit,  that  I  tnai 
it  will  not  receive  opposition  from  any  qaarter. 

Sir,  it  may  possibly  be  said  that,  inasmuch  a>* 
the  law  already  prohibits  Registers  from  purchss- 
i^,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  apply  the  laiv  to  tka: 
omcer.  To  which  I  answer,  that  the  operanon 
of  the  law  proves  the  restraints  heretofore  imposed 
are  altogether  ineffectual.    My  object,   therefore^ 
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is  to  extend  the  prohibition  to  the  Receiren,  and 
add  additional  restraints  and  more  severe  penalties, 
such  as  will  insure  its  non-violation. 

Sir,  is  there  not  the  most  glaring  inconsistency 
in  the  Government  appointing  agents  to  make  sale 
of  ics  land,  and  permitting  those  agents,  at  the 
very  same  time,  to  become  the  purchasers  ?  Does 
t  not  open  wide  the  door  for  fraud  and  imposition  ? 
3d  what  reasoning,  let  me  ask,  is  the  law  based 
irhich  seeks  to  prohibit  Registers  of  land  offices 
from  purchasing  ?  If  it  be  m  consequence  of  the 
'acility  with  which  fraud  and  imposition  might 
ye  practised  in  this  case,  surely  the  reason  is  much 
itroDger  in  favor  of  the  prohibition  of  Receivers 
)f  Pnbiic  Moneys,  where  the  inducement  and 
:emptation  are  equally  strong,  and  his  ability  and 
;K>wer,  b^  means  of  the  money  he  holds,  much 
nore  unlimited,  and  the  consequences  much  more 
mportant. 

But,  sir,  independent  of  the  general  doctrine 
rhich  applies  with  so  much  force  in  favor  of  the 
trinciple  embraced  by  this  resolution,  if  we  advert 
0  the  practical  operation  of  the  laws,  the  reason 
rill  appear  irresistible. 

To  ascertain  the  effect  and  operation  of  the  law, 
'.  may  be  permitted  to  advert  to  some  of  the  facts 
IS  dereloped  by  the  communication  and  accom- 
Mnyiog  documents,  furnished  by  the  Secretary  of 
he  Treasury,  as  a  response  to  a  resolution  I  nad 
he  honor  of  submittincr  last  session,  but  which 
ras  not  made  until  so  late  a  period  in  the  session 
3  precluded  its  being  acted  upon  before  an  ad- 
oumment  took  place. 

The  document  which  I  have  had  reference  to, 
s  DOW  before  me  ;  but,  from  the  peculiar  manner 
B  which  I  have  had  it  in  my  power  to  lay  my 
and  upon  it,  I  fear  the  contents  are  not  generally 
nowo.  This  was  not  printed  previous  to  the 
djoumment  of  last  session,  as  was  the  case  with 
oany  other  documents,  all  of  which,  with  the 
xception  of  thn,  came  safe  to  hand,  and  in  due 
ime;  but  this,  sir,  I  did  not  receive  before  I  left 
iome  for  (his  place.  If  other  gentlemen  have  been 
reated  in  the  same  way,  they  have  had  but  little 
)pportQnity  of  knowing  the  contents.  I  have, 
towerer,  no  hesitation  m  saying  that,  when  the 
acts  herein  disclosed  are  known,  the  necessity  of 
egislation  on  this  subject  will  be  conceded. 

From  this  document,  it  appears  that  a  Receiver, 
D  something  like  two  years,  in  his  own  land  dis- 
rict,  had  purchased  the  enormous  quantity  of  for- 
y*four  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-six  acres, 
he  amount  of  purchase  money  of  which  was 
^318,579  71.  It  also  appears,  that  this  officer 
vas  so  much  the  favorite  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
oent,  that  no  security  has  been  required  for  the 
lerfonnance  of  the  duties  of  his  office;  and  that 
ehas  been  permitted  to  detain  and  keep  back  his 
lonthly  and  quarterly  returns  from  six  to  eighteen 
lonthsj  thereby  affording  the  opportunity  of  not 
nly  niisa|>plyiDg  the  public  mone]^  by  sufaetitutinff 
he  Mississippi  stock  for  gold  and  silver,  and  which 
ras  procurable  at  fifty  per  cent,  discount,  to  the 
rejudice  of  the  Government,  but  also  of  imposing 
pen  the  early  settlers  on  the  public  lands.  One 
onsequence  of  all  which  has  been  the  defalcation 


of  the  officer  on  a  final  settlement  of  hb  accounts, 
to  the  amount  of  eighty-one  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  odd  dollars. 

To  say  nothing,  Mr.  Speaker,  of  the  injury  Gov- 
ernment receives  from  the  want  of  this  sum  in  the 
Treasury,  in  my  opinion,  a  more  serious  injury  is 
inflicted  upon  the  State,  and  the  early  emigrants 
to  it,  by  the  manner  in  which  this  debt  has  been 
pennitted  to  originate. 

Sir,  for  officers  of  this  description  to  be  permit- 
ted to  enter  the  field  of  competition  in  purchasing, 
is  to  extend  privileges  to  them,  by  which  they 
may  enrich  themselves  by  land  speculation,  with- 
out paying  one  cent  into  the  public  Treasury. 
And  by  thus  bidding  on  the  credit  they  hold  with 
the  Government,  against  an  honest  farmer's  purse, 
containing  gold  and  silver,  or  its  representative, 
they  drive  from  the  State  this  respectable  popu- 
lation, and  possess  themselves  of  the  poor  man's 
home,  which  has  been  made  valuable  only  by  his 
own  labor  and  industry. 

Now.  sir,  from  the  fate  of  every  proposition 
which  nas  been  made  since  I  have  hadf  the  honor 
of  a  seat  on  this  floor,  calculated  to  extend  to  this 
description  of  population  pre-emption  rights,  and 
thereby  protect  them  from  the  unfeeling  grasp  of 
the  land  speculator.  I  am  constrained  to  believe 
that  this  policy,  wnich  has  done  honor  to  the 
Government,  and  only  justice  to  the  citizen,  may 
be  considered  as  now  abandoned ;  and  that  th6 
privations  and  suffering;  of  the  honest  emigrant, 
who  penetrates  your  wilderness,  settles  and  im- 
proves your  lands,  and  defends  vour  frontier,  no 
longer  excites  the  sympathies  oi  this  honorable 
body.  And  therefore  it  is,  that  I  think  it  more 
imperiously  the  duty  of  Confess  to  pass  the  law 
contemplated  by  this  resolution ;  whereby,  in  fu- 
ture sales,  the  improver  of  the  soil  will  be  placed 
more  on  an  equality  with  relation  to  his  power  of 
purchase,  inasmuch  as  every  man  who  bids  against 
him,  will  bid  on  the  resnonsibility  of  his  money ; 
and,  if  he  has  to  contena  with  the  capitalists,  one 
consolation  will  be  left  him — that  capital,  now- 
ever  great,  has  its  limits;  it  may  be  exhausted ; 
but  not  so  with  the  other  description  of  opponents, 
who  have  no  limit,  save  that  ot  ambition  and  self- 
aggrandizement.  It  is,  sir,  for  reasons  like  these, 
that  I  repeat  my  solicitude  for  the  adoption  of  this 
resolution. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

OCCUPATION  OF  COLUMBIA  RIVER. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Flotu,  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  occupation  of 
the  mouth  of  Columbia  river — the  amendment  of- 
fered bvMr.  Mallart  being  the  first  question. 

Mr.  WALKER  moved  to  amend  the  amendment, 
by  inserting  Columbia  instead  of  Oregon,  as  the 
name  of  the  new  Territory. 

Mr.  Floto  opposed  this  amendment ;  and,  on 
the  question  being  taken. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Walker  was  lost. 

Mr.  Floto  moved,  by  way  of  amendment,  the 
following,  as  a  substitute  for  the  sections  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Mallart  : 

"  That  all  that  portion  of  the  territory  of  the  Uni- 
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ted  States,  lying  on  the  Pacific  Ocean,  north  of  the 
42d  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  west  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  shall  constitute  the  Territory  of  Oregon, 
and  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and 
is  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  occupy,  with  a 
military  force,  a  suitable  position  in  said  Territory,  on 
the  Oregon  riyer,  in  the  region  of  tide-water,  and  cause 
tiie  troops  to  erect  there  a  strong  fort,  around  which 
he  shall,  as  soon  as  practicable,  extinguish  the  Indian 
title  to  4  tract  of  country  not  less  than  four,  nor  more 
than  thirty  miles  square,  which  district  shall  be  called 
the  District  of  Astoria." 

Mr.  Floyd's  reason,  in  part,  for  offering  this 
substitute,  was  to  restore  the  original  name  of  the 
settlement  on  the  Columbia,  which  had  been  made 
by  a  citizen  of  New  York,  (Mr.  Astor,])  which 
name  had  been  changed  by  the  British  in  1814, 
when  they  took  possession  of  it,  to  that  of  Fort 
George.  He  wisned  to  restore  the  name  of  Asto- 
ria, in  compliment  to  the  enterprising  citizen  who 
first  made  a  settlement  on  the  Columbia. 

Mr.  Mallart,  considering  that  the  substitute 
would  answer  the  purpose  ofthis  amendment,  ac- 
cepted it  in  lieu  of  his  own. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  to  amend  the  amendment, 
so  as  to  provide  for  extinguishing  the  Indian  title 
to  a  tract  of  100  square  miles,  at  some  situation 
within  the  vicinity  of  the  Columbia  river,  and 
supported  his  motion  with  some  remarks ;  but  his 
motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  A.  Smith  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
which  requires  the  President  to  establish  a  post  on 
the  Columbia.  He  thought  some  discretion,  in 
such  a  matter,  ought  to  be  left  to  the  Executive, 
as  there  might  be  many  circumstances,  unknown 
to  the  public,  which  should  have  an  influence  on 
the  measure. 

After  some  remarks  on  this  point  by  Messrs. 
CocEE,  Floyd,  and  Cook,  the  question  was  taken 
on  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  words  '^  and  re- 
quired," and  was  negatived — ayes  50,  noes  55. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  bill  was  so 
amended  as  to  make  the  quantity  of  land  to  be 
granted  to  an  unmarried  settler,  160  acres  instead 
of  200.  This  was  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 
grants  conform  to  the  established  divisions  oi  the 
public  land  into  sections,  halves,  fourths,  and 
eighths  of  sections. 

Mr.  C OLDEN,  af^er  stating  his  objections  to  the 
present  shape  of  the  bill,  and  his  unwillingness  to 
vote  against  the  measure,  which  he  should  proba- 
bly be  obliged  to  do,  unless  he  could  obtain  what 
he  considered  a  material  amend  men  t^  moved  to 
insert  a  clause  providing,  that  the  President  be  re- 
quired to  occupy  the  post  on  Columbia  river, 
''when  in  his  opinion  the  public  good  shall  re- 
quire it." 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Wright 
and  Floyd. 

Mr.  Hardin,  believing  that  the  House  was  not 
prepared  to  pass  this  bill,  moved  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  bill ;  which  motion  he  followed 
hj  a  pretty  full  exhibition  of  his  objections  to  the 
bill,  and  to  the  policy  of  the  measure  it  proposes. 

Mr.  Floyd  replied  to  Mr.  Hardin  at  consider- 
able length,  in  support  of  the  bill. 


Mr.  Cook,  believing,  from  what  he  had  heard 
in  the  House,  as  well  as  in  conversation,  that  \ 
large  majority  of  the  House  was  opposed  to  the 
passage 01  this  bill;  and  thinking  it  improper,  there- 
fore, to  spend  any  more  time  in  its  discassioa,  to 
the  exclusion  of  subjects  of  practical  importancre — 
moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  taUe,  'nrith 
the  avowed  intention  of  voting  to  keep  it  there. 

Mr.  Baylies  intimated  a  wish  that  this  motion 
should  be  withdrawn,  for  the  purpose  of  giTing 
him  an  opportunity  of  making  some  statements, 
and  submitting  some  views  which  had  not  been 
offered.  Mr.  C.  persisting,  however,  in  his  motion, 
The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  laj 
the  bill  on  the  table,  and  was  negatived — ayes  63, 
noes  79. 

Mr.  Baylies,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  that,  al- 
though he  was  sensible  that  he  had  already  tres- 
passed very  ihuch  upon  the  patience  of  the  Hoose, 
Jet  he  woold  again  solicit  tneir  indulgence,  while 
e  endeavored  to  answer  some  of  the  objectioas 
which  had  been  urged  against  this  measure  by 
two  gentlemen  from  New  York,  (Bir.  Wood  and 
Mr.  Tracy,)  and  one  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Trox- 
ER,)  and  that  he  rose  with  more  confidence,  inas- 
much, as  the  House  had  indicated  a  willingnes 
to  hear  him,  bv  rejecting  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois,  (Mr.  Cook,)  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  table. 

Gentlemen  have  said  that  we  ought  aot  to  act 
upon  thb  proposition,  because  those  to  whoni  its 
consequences  might  be  supposed  to  be  moA  bene- 
ficial, had  not,  by  petition,  requested  its  adoption. 
Whether  it  was  sound  policy  to  reject  a  measure, 
right  in  itself,  on  a  scruple  of  etiquette,  lie  would 
not  undertake  to  decide;  but,  he  would  state  one 
fact,  to  show  the  reason  why  those  wt^  are  con- 
cerned in  the  whale  fishery,  and  who  might  be 
supposed  to  feel  a  strong  interest  in  the  success  of 
this  measure,  had  not  petitioned.  Most  of  them 
are  of  that  denomination  of  Christians,  who  are 
called  €luakers,  and  as  any  law  to  encourage  the 
settlement  of  this  territory,  would  involve  iu  nul- 
itary  occupation,  it  could  not  be  expected,  by  any 
one  who  knew  the  scruples  of  that  sect,  that  they 
would  take  any  steps  to  procure  the  enactment  df 
such  a  law.  No,  sir,  if  their  firesides  were  threat- 
ened by  an  invader,  if  their  property  and  their 
lives  depended  upon  military  defence,  they  wonJd 
sooner  see  their  dwellings  consigned  to  the  flames, 
and  themselves  to  povertv,  than  do  an  act  by 
which  that  sacred  principle  which  distingoishes 
them  from  all  other  sects,  would  be  violated.  Be- 
cause they  are  prevented  by  religions  scruples 
from  asking  protection  for  the  whale  fishery,  ^ 
that  a  reason  whyr  protection  should  be  denied  1 
In  purity  of  principle,  in  sobriety  of  manners,  in 
systematic  industry  and  in  mercantile  enterpnx, 
they  are  not  surpassed  by  any  sect  which  the  w^i^ 
circuit  of  your  empire  embraces.  They  throv  no 
paupers  on  thepuluic  bounty ;  they  send  no  felons 
to  the  penitentiaries,  and  in  their  own  way  they 
contritmte  as  much  to  the  wealth  and  the  strength 
of  the  nation,  as  any  class  of  vour  citizens.  Ser, 
if  Philadelphia  was  wholly  innabited  by  Qos^ers, 
and  if  an  invasion  was  pending,  would  yoa  take 
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10  measures  to  protect  that  national  emporiam, 
lecaase  its  inhabitants  had  not  asked  for  protec- 
ioQ  ?  Sir,  it  is  our  duty  to  protect  every  part  of 
>ur  empire,  and  all  our  national  interests,  whether 
ID  the  sea  or  on  the  land — a  duly  not  created  by 
petition. 

The  distant  situation  of  the  mouth  of  the  Co- 
imbia  river  is  an  objection  which  has  been  urged 
rith  great  zeal,  by  all  the  gentlemen  adverse  to 
bis  measure.  Sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the 
loath  of  the  Columbia  river  is  not  far,  verv  far 
rom  the  City  of  Washington,  yet  travellers  nave 
one  from  thb  city  to  that  place,  and  have  return- 
d  here  by  land ;  therefore,  i^  is  practicable  to 
each  it.  By  sea,  a  long  voyage  would  be  requir- 
d,  yet  no  longer  than  those  which  are  made  from 
be  State  of  Massachusetts  monthly,  perhaps 
reekly.  Had  men  been  deterred  by  distance,  our 
oantry  would  never  have  been  settled — it  is  cer- 
tinly  a  wide  distance  from  England  to  America ! 
recollect  to  have  heard  it  said  by  old  men  in  my 
leighborhood,  that,  in  their  youth,  people  be^n 
0  emigrate  into  that  part  of  Massachusetts  which 
low  constitutes  the  county  of  Berkshire,  (a  county 
low  ably  represented  by  my  honorable  triend,  who 
isaally  sits  near  me,  Mr.  Dwight.)  The  same 
Iread  of  distance  then  existed.  Men  who  sought 
iiat  wilderness  ^were  supposed  to  be  lost  to  civil- 
zed  society,  and  to  be  completely  separated  from 
heir  friends  and  connexions,  and  to  be  deprived 
)f  all  the  joys  of  social  intercourse.  During  tbe 
ast  Summer  I  had  occasion  to  travel  through  that 
:ouDtry,  and  scenes  more  lovely  I  scarcdy  ever 
wheld— cattle  feeding  upon  every  hill,  cultivation 
oTering  the  valleys  with  its  richest  drapery,  pleas- 
int  villages,  and  an  air  of  quiet  tranquillity  pre- 
rading  every  thing — ^yet,  sir,  living  men  have 
leard  as  horrid  stories  of  this  delightful  region, 
low  an  old  country,  as  we  have  heard,  on  this 
loor,  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon.  Within  my 
)wn  recollection,  New  England  people  began  to 
emigrate  to  the  Oenesee  country,  (as  it  is  called,) 
in  the  State  of  New  York.  I  well  recollect  the 
arguments  which  were  urged,  zealously  urged,  to 
iissuade  them  from  emigrating.  They  were  told 
)f  wild  bnsts  and  of  savase  men ;  it  was  predict- 
^  that  they,  too,  would  be  lost  to  societv,  and 
ironld  either  become  savages,  or  would  oe  the 
)rey  of  savages — of  Lake  Erie^  and  the  Falls  of 
Viagara,  as  many  fabulous  stories  were  told  as  of 
he  river  Niger,  and  men  seemed  to  view,  with 
Iread,  a  region  so  full  of  wonders  and  of  dangers. 
Did  any  of  the  evil  consequences,  which  were 
predicted,  follow  from  its  settlement  ?  No,  sir ; 
me  is  my  honorable  friend,  (Mr.  Tracy,)  from 
he  shores  of  the  Lake,  living  almost  within  the 
iOQod  of  the  waters  of  the  mighty  cataract,  rep* 
^senting  people  whose  intelligence  may  well  be 
nferred  from  their  selection  of  a  representative.  I 
lope  my  honorable  friend  will  pardon  me,  if  I  say 
hat  the  small  sum  we  ask,  to  establish  the  Terri- 
017  of  Oregon,  would  be  amply  repaid,  could  we 
idd  a  ^ntleman  of  intelligence  equal  to  his,  to 
be  national  councils — f  and  it  would  not  alarm  me 
0  see  a  representative  from  the  shores  of  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean  on  this  floor.)    People  soon  began  to 


turn  their  eyes  to  the  regions  beyond  the  Alleg* 
hany  Mountains ;  then  it  was  said  that  those  moun- 
tains formed  a  barrier,  a  natural  boundary,  which, 
if  surmounted,  conseouenccs  the  most  aisastrous 
to  the  Republic  would  follow ;  if  people  were  so 
rash  as  to  attempt  to  settle  upon  that  fair  and  fer- 
tile domain  on  the  western  waters,  they  would  be 
forever  lost  to  the  old  States ;  then,  sir,  we  heard 
of  the  ruinous  drain  of  emigration,  the  lessening 
numbers,  the  diminished  power,  and  the  waning 
grandeur  of  the  Atlantic  States;  and  then,  sir, 
we  heard  melancholy  predictions  of  the  dismem- 
berment of  the  confederacy;  the  terrors  of  the 
wilderness,  the  horrors  of  Indian  warfare^  and  the 
transformation  of  the  enterprising  sons  of  the  Re- 

{mblic  into  wild  and  ferocious  savages.  The  Al- 
eghany  barrier  was  surmounted,  and  a  torrent  of 
population  rolled  down  the  western  waters ;  and 
what  have  been  the  consequences  ?  Sir,  are  not 
the  Atlantic  States  richer,  more  populous  and 
more  powerful,  than  thev  were  when  tnis  emigra- 
tion commenced  ?  Look  around  this  Hall,  do  you 
discover,  amongst  the  intelligent  gentlemen  from 
the  West,  any  traits  of  savage  ignorance — any 
factious  designs  of  dismemberment  and  separa- 
tion ?  I  will  not  admit  that  distance  has  any  ef- 
fect upon  loyalty.  The  provinces  of  Canada  are 
more  loyal,  and  more  attached  to  the  Government 
of  Great  Britain  on  this  very  day,  than  the  city 
of  London.  At  last,  sir,  we  acquired  Louisiana, 
one  of  the  fairest  portions  of  our  Republic ;  again 
the  alarm  was  sounded — the  Mississippi  was  then 
said  to  be  our  natural  boundary ;  if  vou  cross  it, 
(was  the  language,)  the  Union  will  oe  dissolved 
— ^you  will  infuse  a  feeling,  foreign  and  strange, 
into  the  national  character ;  but  the  people  thought 
that  the  prosperity  or  the  union  of  this  country 
did  not  depend  upon  the  breadth  of  a  river ;  they 
dared  to  extend  the  circle  of  their  domain  beyond 
the  waters  of  the  Mississippi,  and  what  followed  ? 
Gentlemen  from  the  West  bank  of  the  Mississippi 
are  now  sitting  in  this  Hall,  joining  in  our  coun- 
cils and  in  our  debates,  and  they  seem  to  have, 
nay,  sir,  thev  have,  as  much  national  feeling  as 
any  one  witnin  the  walls.  The  region  west  of 
the  Mississippi  is  as  much  attached  to  the  Union 
as  that  on  the  Atlantic. 

Now,  sir,  gentlemen  tell  us  that  we  have  reached 
our  fiUima  imUj  the  Rocky  Mountains.  We  have 
reached  another  natural  bioundary.  Those  moun- 
tains form  the  eternal  barrier  which  is  to  fence  in 
our  empire  on  the  West ;  if  we  pass  that  barrier, 
the  Union  is  again  to  be  dissolved.  If  we  reach 
the  Rockv  Mountains,  one  would  think  that  the 
danger  or  dismemberment,  from  going  on  two  or 
three  hundred  miles  further,  would  not  be  greatly 
increased.  All  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  this 
measure  are  willing  to  go  as  far  as  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  but  never  to  go  beyond.  Sir,  this  is 
idle.  If  we  reach  the  Rocky  Mountains,  we  should 
be  unwise  did  we  not  pass  that  narrow  space 
which  separates  the  mountains  from  the  ocean^  to 
secure  aavantages  far  greater  than  the  existing 
advantages  of  all  the  country  between  the  Missis- 
sippi and  the  mountains.  Grentlemen  are  talking 
or  natural  boundaries.    Sir,  our  natural  boundary 
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is  the  Pacific  ocean.  The  swelling  tide  of  our 
population  must  and  will  roll  on  until  that  mighty 
ocean  interposes  its  waters,  and  limits  our  territo- 
rial empire.  Then,  with  two  oceans  washing  our 
shores,  the  commercial  wealth  of  the  world  is  ours, 
and  imagination  can  hardly  conceive  the  great- 
ness, the  ffrandeur,and  the  power  that  await  us. 

Tne  difficulties  attending  the  entrance  into  the 
mouth  of  the  Columbia  river,  is  an  objection  which 
has  been  insisted  on  with  much  zeal  by  a  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  (Mr.  Tracy.)  On  this 
subject,  I  have  formed  my  opinion  from  the  offi- 
cial report  of  Mr.  Prevost;  the  depth  of  water  is 
twenty-one  feet  over  the  bar,  and  within  sufficient 
for  vessels  of  any  draught.  I  nly  on  the  accounts 
which  have  been  published — official  reports  of 
Governmental  agents— <and  not  upon  the  hearsay 
representations  oi  irresponsible  individuals.  There 
is  no  doubt  but  that  the  navigation  is  practicably, 
into  the  river ;  and,  if  it  be  difficult,  one  would 
think  that  those  who  were  famiiiarizea  to  its  diffi- 
culties would  have  an  essential  advantage  over  an 
enemy  ignorant  of  such  difficulties.  Some  addi- 
tional light  miffht  have  been  thrown  upon  this 
subject,  could  I  have  procured  the  account  of  the 
survey  made  by  order  of  Vancouver,  but  I  am 
sorry  to  say  I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  it,  either 
in  tne  Congress  Library  or  at  the  shops. 

One  genUeman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Tracy,) 
says  that  the  soil  is  so  sterile  no  grain  will  grow. 
Another  gentleman  from  the  same  State  (Mr. 
Wood)  says,  that  fortv-six  is  the  latitude  of  grain, 
and  that  so  much  will  be  grown  that  the  people 
settled  there  will  interfere  with  us !  I  suppose,  sir, 
that  grain  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  country 
can  be  produced,  and  I  should  not  apprehend 
much  disadvantage  to  the  people  of  the  Atlantic 
States  from  collision  in  the  markets  with  rivals 
on  the  Pacific.    [Here  Mr.  Wood  explained.] 

From  the  barrenness  of  the  soil  ano  the  inclem- 
ency of  the  climate,  one  gentleman  infers  that  this 
country  can  never  be  setfled.  Another  gentleman 
is  apprehensive  that  we  shall  lose  a  great  propor- 
tion of  our  enterprising  men,  if  we  settle  it.  Ob- 
jections so  contradictory  I  hardly  know  how  to 
meet.  I  have  no  doubt  that  many  enterprising 
men  will  go  there,  but  many  will  be  left.  It  ought 
ever  to  be  an  object  of  the  first  consequence  with 
our  Government  to  direct  the  enterprising  spirit 
of  our  people  into  such  channels  as  will  be  most 
productive  of  public  good.  If  the  Government 
widen  the  sphere  of  action,  and  open  new  avenues 
for  the  successful  operation  of  the  efibrts  of  enter- 
prise, they  fix  the  foundation  of  national  prosperity 
on  a  firm  basis. 

One  gentleman  (Mr.  Tracy)  has  urged  the 
dreadful  inclemency  of  the  climate  of  this  region 
as  an  objection  to  its  settlement.  I  do  not  believe, 
sir,  that  the  climate  is  inclement.  The  gentleman 
picks  up  his  information  from  unknown  individ- 
uals. It  is  well  known  that  the  climate  on  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific  is  fkr  milder  than  it  is  at  cor- 
responding points  on  the  Atlantic.  The  sentie- 
man  acknowledges,  that  at  the  mouth  of  the  Co- 
lumbia there  is  no  snow,  and  but  little  frost,  but 
complains  of  the  everlasting  rains  of  the  Winter, 


and  of  the  feebleness  of  the  solar  ray  in  tlie  Sum- 
mer. The  rains  which  fall  daring  the  Wintet 
correspond  with  the  snows  on  the  Atlantic  eo9it\ 
and,  from  the  accounts  which  have  reached  us 
from  those  who  give  their  names  to  the  public, 
and  who  are  responsible  for  the  correctness  of 
their  information,  it  would  seem  to  be  one  of  the 
best  climates  on  the  globe.  The  humming  bird, 
one  of  the  most  delicate  of  the  feathered  tribe,  is 
found  on  this  coast  as  high  as  latitude  sixty. 

I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  the  Travels  of 
Lewis  and  Clarke  from  the  Library,  the  Tolumes 
containing  those  travels  having  been  constantlf 
in  the  hands  of  some  gentleman  since  the  discus- 
sion commenced ;  but  I  well  remember  that,  on 
this  river^  within  the  region  of  tide-water,  thej 
describe,  m  language  of  admiration,  the  Wappa- 
too  Vallev ;  they  describe  it  as  lovely  in  its  aspect, 
and  of  abundant  fertility.  I  have  examined  the 
accounts  riven  by  Cook  of  parts  of  the  coast  be- 
low and  sibove  the  mouth  or  the  Oregon ;  and  he 
speaks  in  language  the  most  flattering  of  the 
beautv  of  the  country,  the  serenity  of  the  climate, 
and  the  fertility  of  the  soil.  VancouTer,  also,  wko 
was  no  enthusiast,  and  who  gave  this  <xMist  a  very 
minute  examination,  appears  to  be  more  d^ghted 
with  its  soil,  its  climate,  and  its  seeaery,  than 
Cook.  The  account  of  the  Columlna  river  is 
omitted  in  the  abridged  account  of  his  voyage, 
(and  that  is  the  only  one  which  I  have  been  abike 
to  obtain  here ;)  but  I  will  claim  the  indulgence 
of  the  House  while  I  read  a  passage  descriptive  of 
the  country  about  the  straits  of  Juan  De  Fuca, 
two  degrees  further  north  than  the  mouth  of  this 
river,  where  we  might  reasonably  suppose  that  the 
climate  would  be  more  inhospitable,  and  the  soil 
more  sterile.  Vancouver,  in  describing  this  coco- 
try,  says :  "  As  we  had  no  reason  to  imagine  that 
'  this  country  had  ever  been  indebted  for  any  of 
^  its  decorations  to  the  hand  of  man,  I  could  not 
'  possibly  believe  that  any  uncultivated  oounuy 

<  had  ever  been  discovered  exhibiting  so  rich  a 

<  picture."    And,  again :  "  To  deserite  the  beau- 

<  ties  of  this  region  will,  on  some  future  occasion, 
*  be  a  very  grateful  task  to  the  pen  of  some  aUe 
'  panegyrist.  The  serenity  of  tne  climate,  the  ia- 
'  numerable  pleasing  landscapes,  and  the  abundant 
'  fertility  that  unassisted  nature  puts  ibrth,  require 
'  only  to  be  enriched  by  the  industry  of  man  with 
'  villages,  mansions,  cottages,  and  other  boiidings;, 
'  to  render  it  the  most  lovely  country  that  can  be 
^  imagined ;  whilst  the  lalior  of  the  inhabitants 
'  would  be  amply  rewarded  in  the  bounties  which 
'  nature  seems  ready  to  bestow  on  cultivation." 

A  eentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Wood)  has 
said  Uiat  the  trade  of  the  Pacific  would  be  whcdly 
lost  to  us  if  we  established  this  settlement.  I  will 
point  out  a  course  of  trade  which  may  pJace  this 
subject  in  a  new  point  of  view. 

The  people  who  control  the  navigation  of  the 
river  Columbia,  and  who  first  permanently  esfah> 
lish  themselves  on  its  waters,-  will  command  kf 
far  the  greatest  share  of  the  fur  trade  of  the  wodi : 
of  the  trade  in  seal  skins,  and  the  skins  of  thf  sea 
otter,  they  will  almost  obtain  a  monopoly ;  of  the 
trade  of  the  interior  they  will  obtain  by  far  tbe 
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greatest  proportion.  The  fur  animals  of  the  land, 
Uke  the  Indians,  have  gradoaliy  retreated  to  the 
West.  The  persevering  energy  of  the  Northwest 
Canadian  Company  has  driven  them  from  their 
ancient  haunts,  pursued  them  to  the  Polar  ocean, 
and  followed  them  with  such  insatiabieavidity  that. 
to  escape  their  pursuit,  vast  numbers  have  retreated 
to  the  ibrests  contiguous  to  the  Pacific  ocean  and 
the  waters  connected  with  it,  where  they  now 
lark  in  security.  When  the  trade  shall  be  extend- 
ed with  the  natives  of  that  region,  and  they  are 
certain  that  their  wants  can  be  supplied  from  pei^ 
manent  stores,  and  an  intercourse  with  civilized 
men  shall  create  new  wants  and  new  desires,  their 
activity  will  be  excited,  and  not  a  tribe  for  hun- 
dreds of  miles  but  what  will  be  engaged  in  the 
only  employment  in  which  savages  can  be  indus- 
trious— the  pursuit  of  game.  Sir,  I  do  not  hazard 
too  much  when  I  say  that  Americans,  permanently 
settled  on  the  shores  of  the  Pacific  ocean,  or  its 
waters,  will  command  the  market  of  all  the  furs 
which  shall  be  obtained  in  the  vast  territory  be- 
tween the  Rocky  Mountains  and  the  sea.  In  ves- 
sels of  their  own  construction,  and  of  every  size, 
they  can  pervade  every  harbor,  river,  and  creek, 
on  the  coast,  and  occupy  every  barren  island  to 
which  the  fur  animals  have  been  driven  bv  the 
unsparing  avarice  of  man.  The  Sandwich  Islands 
will  be  the  stages  of  their  progress  in  their  track 
to  China,  where  their  lading  can  be  completed 
with  sandal-wood.  Let  us  pursue  their  track  still 
farther.  Let  us  suppose  a  vessel  laden  with  the 
productions  and  manufactures  of  China,  pursuing 
Its  course  onwards  through  the  Indian  and  Atlantic 
oceans  to  the  Atlantic  States  of  North  America : 
here  a  new  scene  will  be  opened,  another  impetus 
will  be  given  to  our  infant  manufactories — a  mai^ 
ket  which  has  never  been  contemplated  will  be 
created.  The  Chinese  cargo  will  be  replaced 
with  another,  consisting  of  nails,  shovels,  spades, 
scythes,  axes,  &c.,  farming  implements  of  every 
description,  coarse  cotton  fabrics,  dx.  With  this 
lading  the  ship  of  the  Pacific  would  return  home 
to  commence  another  voyage  of  circumnavigation. 
With  the  Sandwich,  Marquesas,  Friendly,  So- 
ciety, and  all  the  scattered  islands  of  the  South 
Sea,  a  great  trade  would  eventually  grow  up, 
opening  every  where  new  sources  of  wealth,  new 
fields  for  the  successful  operations  of  mercantile 
ingenuity.  Yes,  sir,  in  those  beautiful  islands,  the 
climes  of  the  bread  fruit  and  the  sugar  cane; 
where  vices  scarcely  imaginable  have  discovered 
how  the  beautj  of  nature  might  be  marred  by  the 
moral  depravity  of  man,  the  votary  of  evil  may 
be  re-stamped  with  the  signet  of  divinitv,  and  mav 
re-appear  in  his  native  excellence.  New  Sooth 
Wales  and  New  Zealand,  possessed  by  a  kindred 
people  speaking  the  same  language,  would  present 
many  facilities  for  a  trading  intercourse  not  usually 
existing  between  nations.  These  courses  of  trade 
and  navigation  would  create  wealth ;  they  would 
not  subtract  it  from  one  portion  of  our  people  to 
benefit  another.  The  settlers,  inhabiting  a  country 
fiUed  with  timber,  would  probably  have  amongst 
them  a  large  proportion  of  shipwrights,  black- 
smiths, and  of  that  class  of  mechanics  whose  labors 


are  necessary  in  the  construction  of  vessels.  At 
first,  they  might  depend  on  disuint  sources  for  a  . 
supply  of  iron,  but  that  dependence  would  soon 
terminate.  Iron  is  indigenous  (I  believe)  in  every 
degree  of  latitude,  (the  gentleman  from  New  York^ . 
Mr.  Woon,  can  tell  me.)  The  process  of  manu-  > 
facturing  iron  into  pigs  and  bars  is  simple,  and' 
but  a  small  capital  would  be  required  to  carry  on* 
a  forge.  Duck,  also,  for  a  time,  would  be  supplied 
from  distant  quarters.  But,  if  the  savage  mnab- 
itants  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  can  now  manii- 
foOwn  a  sort  of  canvass  sufficient  for  their  wants, 
surely  the  civilized  inhabitants  of  New  Albion 
would  soon  fall  upon  some  article,  and  some 
method  of  manufacturing,  which  would  relieve 
them  from  the  necessity  of  looking  abroad.  Sup- 
plied with  timber,  iron,  canvass,  and  hemp,  they 
would  soon  be  possessed  of  a  respectable  fleet  of 
trading  vessels.  Labor  without  capital  would 
effect  all  the  further  purposes  of  trade.  Should 
the  trade  from  the  cities  on  the  Atlantic  to  India 
be  lessened  in  consecpience  of  the  openine  of  this 
new  channel,  no  injurious  effects  would  follow. 
The  export  of  that  trade  is  specie.  Should  the 
trade  cease  to  be  productive,  the  specie  remains. 
Nothing  is  lost  but  the  prospect  of  sain.  And  the 
specie  capital  will  be  applied  to  other  objects  per- 
haps not  less  beneficial  to  the  common  interest  of 
the  nation. 

A  gentleman  has  said  that  Russia  cannot  be 
serious  in  her  claims.  Sir,  I  do  not  know  how 
we  are  to  ascertain  the  intentions  of  nations  un- 
less we  are  to  judffe  from  the  acts  of  their  au- 
thorized a^nts.  If'  the  Minister  of  the  Russian 
Emperor,  in  a  {;rave  discussion  of  national  rights, 
should  insist,  in  a  written  communication,  that 
the  dominion  of  his  master  extended  to  certain 
limits,  and  that  he  had  the  sole  dominion  upon 
certain  waters,  and  should  define  the  limits  of  his 
claim  ;  and,  if  the  sovereign  himself  should,  bj 
his  imperial  ukase,  the  most  solemn  law  of  his 
empire,  make  known  to  the  whole  world  that  such 
was  his  claim — ^I  should  say  that  all  this  bore  an 
aspect  of  solemnity  which  wBiild  indicate  that  he 
was  in  earnest,  and  that  a  tiaim  thus  avowed  in 
the  face  of  the  world,  and  solemnly  sanctioned  by 
a  law  of  the  empire,  would  not  be  yielded,  unless 
the  Russian  Cabinet  are  to  be  considered  as  the 
veriest  children  that  ever  trifled  with  le^^islation. 
But,  says  the  gentleman,  if  the  claim  is  serious, 
and  if  there  is  a  resolute  intention  to  enforce  it,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  us  to  encounter  in  suc- 
cessful war  the  mighty  Autocrat  of  all  the  Russias. 
From  this  opinion  I  totally  dissent.  I  say,  sir, 
that  we  can  encounter  him.  Yes,  sir,  on  that  very 
sea  which  he  calls  his  own.  On  that  very  shore 
which  he  claims,  he  there  shall  meet  our  ocean- 
warriors;  and,  notwithstanding  the  hopes  and 
wishes  and  anticipations  of  our  trans^ Atlantic 
kindred,  the  dominion  of  ^  the  bearded  men  with 
green  jackets"  would  soon  be  terminated  on  the 
Western  coast  of  America ;  and  even  in  his  im- 
perial palace  at  St.  Petersburg,  the  Autocrat  may 
DC  awakened  from  his  deliffhtfol  dreams  of  uni- 
versal power  by  the  sound  of  our  naval  thunder. 

It  has  been  said  that  this  settlement  could  not 
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-sustain  itself  aeainst  the  attacks  of  the  natives. 
Sir,  there  would  be  no  cause  for  apprehension,  if 
the  settlers  deported  themselves  with  common  pru- 
dence ;  no  combinations  that  Indians  could  form, 
would  ever  jeopardize  the  safety  of  the  settlement. 
There  is  nothing  to  be  feared  from  Indian  hostili- 
ties but  treachery.  Within  three  months  from  the 
time  of  the  landing  at  Plymouth,  the  colonists 
could  not  muster  twenty  fighting  men.  The  ef- 
fective soldiers  of  the  Salem  colonists  were  not  an 
hundred,  and  those  at  Jamestown  were  less. 

After  gentlemen  have  exhausted  their  ingenuity 
to  prove  that  this  measure  will  be  injurious  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  nation,  they  appeal  to  our  hu- 
manity, and  predict  that  the  wretched  natives  of 
the  Northwest  coast,  if  this  measure  prevails,  will 
share  the  fate  of  the  tribes  who  once  inhabited 
here,  and  will  eventually  fall  a  prey  to  the  cru- 
elty, the  injustice,  and  the  rapacity  of  the  whites. 
False  humanity  has  been  the  cause  of  much  dis- 
tress in  this  world  ;  men  of  the  best  feelings  have 
been  deluded  by  their  feelings,  and  it  is  now  re- 
ceived as  an  admitted  fact,  that  our  forefathers  in 
all  their  contests  with  the  Indians  were  in  the 
wrong.  Sir,  the  New  Eoglander,  or  the  Virgin- 
ian, have  no  reason  to  blush  for  the  deeds  of  their 
ancestors;  the  proud  sensation  which  fills  their 
bosoms  when  they  call  to  their  remembrance  their 
deeds  of  heroism,  is  an  honest  feeling.  Of  the 
Plymouth  colonists  I  can  speak  with  certainty,  for 
I  have  carefully  examined  the  history  of  tneir 
early  transactions,  and  I  have  not  been  able  to 
discover  a  solitary  trait  of  injustice,  or  of  oppres- 
sion, during  the  existence  of  their  colonial  ^v- 
ernment ;  the  characters  of  those  brave  and  pious 
men  are  spotless,  they  are  not  sullied  with  a  sin- 
g:le  stain ;  they  acted  as  they  professed;  their  ter- 
ritory was  acquired  by  honest  purchase,  and  with 
a  full  understanding  on  the  part  of  the  natives, 
and  an  uninterrupted  peace  of  more  than  fifty 
years  attests  the  fairness  and  good  faith  with  whicn 
they  made  their  bargains,  and  fulfilled  their  prom- 
ises. When  the  conflict  came  which  was  to  de- 
cide the  superiority^  pf  the  white  or  the  red  race, 
the  natives  were  tne, aggressors;  they  plundered, 
and  they  killed  before  the  whites  took  arms ;  but 
when  they  realized  the  dreadful  truth,  that  their 
existence  depended  upon  the  issue  of  the  conflict, 
they  went  forth  strone  in  the  justice  of  their 
cause,  armed  with  the  Bible  and  the  musket.  In 
the  after  days  of  our  Republic,  some  American 
Livy.  if  he '"  writes  our  annals  true,"  will  tell  to 
an  admiring  posterity  the  story  of  their  match- 
less deeds  in  "  Philip's  war."  The  conflict  was 
decisive,  and  the  territory  which  could  then  hardly 
sustain  a  tribe  of  fifteen  hundred  souls,  suffering 
often  from  famine,  and  from  the  diseases  incident 
to  the  want  of  food,  now  supports  an  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand,  and  can  support  thrice  that  num- 
ber. It  must  be  squeamish  morality,  which  would 
relent  at  the  expulsion  of  a  few  ignorant  and  fe- 
rocious savages,  prowling  in  a  wilderness,  drink- 
ing human  mood,  and  gorging  on  human  flesh,  to 
ffive  place  to  an  hundred  times  their  number  of 
free,  intelligent,  and  civilized  men.  It  must  be 
strange  morality  which  would  prefer  the  adora- 


tion of  horrible  idols,  and  invocations  to  dencBs. 
to  assist  in  the  work  of  destruction,  desohtkm, 
and  murder,  to  the  prayers  which  ascend  from 
hundreds  of  churches  on  every  Sabbath  to  the 
Grod  of  the  Christians.  To  diffuse  the  arts  of  life, 
the  light  of  science,  and  the  blessings  of  the  Gos- 
pel over  a  wilderness,  is  no  violation  of  the  laws 
of  God ;  it  is  no  invasion  of  the  rights  of  man  to 
occupy  a  territory  over  which  the  savace  roams, 
but  wnich  he  never  cultivates,  and  which  he  does 
not  use  for  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  d^ 
signed — the  support  of  man.  ^'  It  is  as  much  tiie 
order  of  nature  that  the  savac^  should  give  place 
to  the  civilized  man,  as  it  is  that  the  beast  should 
ffive  place  to  the  savase  man."  The  stream  of 
Bounty  which  perpetually  flows  from  the  throne 
of  the  Almighty  ought  not  to  be  obstructed  in  iti 
course,  nor  is  it  right  that  his  benevolent  desigos 
should  be  defeated  by  the  perversity  of  man. 

I  have  endeavored,  sir,  to  answer  some  of  the 
objections  with  which  this  measure  has  been  as- 
sailed, and  I  now  leave  it  to  its  fate. 

When  Mr.  B.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Tracy  replied  to  the  references  which  bad 
been  made  to  his  observations  on  this  bill  at  a 
former  day. 

Mr.  Cook  spoke  briefly  in  explanation. 

The  House,  at  this  stage  of  the  business,  ad- 
journed ;  but,  previously  to  the  adjournmeot,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Conoict,  the  Committee  appointed 
on  the  letter  of  Gales  &,  Seaton,  obtained  leave  to 
sit  to-morrow  during  the  sitting  of  the  House. 


Saturoat,  January  25. 

A  Message  received  from  the  Prbsident  or 
TBS  Unitru  States  some  days  since,  was  read, 
and  is  as  follows : 

To  the  HoueeoflUpreientaiiveeoftke  VnitedSUta 

The  Convention  ooncladed  and  signed  at  8t.  Paten- 
burg,  on  the  2Ut  of  Jaly  last,  under  the  mediatioa  of 
His  loDperial  Msjeaty  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Romis. 
having  been  ratified  by  the  three  Powen,  puties 
thereto,  and  the  ratificationi  of  the  same  haviDg  bec£ 
duly  exchanged,  copies  of  it  are  now  commaaieated  to 
Congress,  to  the  end  that  the  measures  for  eanyiog  it. 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  into  execntioD,  maj 
obtain  the  oo-operation  of  the  Lefislatars,  necetTj 
for  the  accomplishment  of  some  of  its  pronsioas.  A 
translation  is  subjoined  of  the  three  explanatory  docs- 
ments  in  the  French  langosge,  referred  to  in  the  foeitii 
article  of  the  Convention,  and  annexed  to  it.  Tke 
agreement  executed  at  the  exchange  of  the  ratifies* 
tions,  is  Itkevvise  communicated. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WABBiircTOir,  Jan.  16,  1823. 

The  said  Message  and  documents  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  CocKB  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  Mob- 
day  next,  move  to  take  up  the  bill  relative  to 
Revolutionary  pensioners. 

The  Spbaksb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmittisf 
a  report  in  relation  to  the  fines  impeded  on  citiaeas 
of  Virginia,  for  the  non-performance  d  mihtia 
duty  during  the  late  war.  made  in  obedience  to  a 
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resolution  of  the  7th  instant ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee ;  and  Messrs.  McCoy, 
Crodup,  Warfield,  Litchfield,  and  Crafts, 
were  appointed  said  committee. 

Tbe  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
froiD  the  Comptroller  of  the  Trea8ury,.transmit- 
tiof  the  following  documents,  viz : 

1.  A  list  of  aeeoaots  in  relation  to  the  old  internal 
ifieaoe  tod  direct  tax,  which  have  remained  unset^ 
tied,  or  00  which  balances  appear  to  have  been  due 
Bon  thio  three  yesre,  prior  to  the  30th  September, 

1821 

S.  A  limiJar  list  in  relation  to  the  late  direct  tax. 

3.  A  lift  of  accounts  which  have  remained  unset- 
M,  or  on  which  balances  appear  to  have  been  due, 
from  RCfiTers  of  public  moneys,  more  than  three 
yetn.  prior  to  the  30th  September,  1822. 

4.  A  list  of  officers  who  omitted  to  render  their  ac- 
conots  for  settlement  within  the  year  ending  the  30th 
S^tenber,  I82S. 

The  said  letter  and  documents  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  further  laid  before  the  House  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a 
statement,  showing  the  expenditures  of  the  moneys 
appropriated  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  tne 
Military  Establishment  for  the  year  1822 ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

UNITED  STATES  COURTS  IN  LOUISIANA. 

The  HoQse  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnston, 
of  LoQisitDa,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
uebJlJ  for  the  better  organization  of  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States  within  the  district  of 
Louisiana ;  and  the  bill  having,  on  the  motion  of 
nr.  J.,  undergone  an  amendment,  by  striking  out 
tbe  annual  compensation  proposed  to  be  given  to 
ue  marshal  and  clerk  of  tne  western  district, 
(which  is  by  the  said  bill  established,)  and  redu- 
cing the  annual  salary  of  the  district  attorney  for 
that  district  to  two  hundred  dollars,  and  allowing 
the  said  marshal,  clerk,  and  attorney,  the  same 
ii&  and  allowances  as  are  by  law  provided  for 
omcers  of  the  same  designations  in  New  Or- 
leans- 

'l^r.  CocuB  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill  by 
i^iiiingoQt  that  part  of  it  which  prop<^es  to  allow 
^i  district  judge  of  Louisiana  an  additional  com- 
pensation ot  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum  for 
jhe  additional  duties  imposed  u^n  him  by  this 
BUl~4o  that  his  pay  should  remain  at  its  original 
amount,  83,000. 

^r*  <loBiisTON.  of  Louisiana,  opposed  the  amend- 
iD^Qt,  assigning  his  reasons  at  some  length  for  the 
I^pnety  of  allowing  the  additional  compensation 
Pfoposed  by  the  bill,  and  ur^ed,  in  support  of  the 
AecessitT  of  giving  this  additional  sum,  the  great 
awumalation  of  business  in  the  district. 
.*"•  Weight  contended  for  the  allowance  of 
^^  additional  compensation  of  five  hundred  dol- 
ws  to  the  judge.  He  thought  the  additional  la- 
w  incident  to  that  court,  the  heavy  responsibili- 
^  0^  the  judge,  and  the  im]>ortance  of  the  busi- 
fi05  derolTing  on  him,  Justified  the  allowance, 
reentered  at  some  length  into  the  duties  of  this 


officer,  illustrating,  by  analof^ous  cases  and  argu- 
ments, the  propriety  of  admitting  the  compensa- 
tion asked  for. 

Mr.  CocKE  replied  to  Mr.  Wright  and  Mr. 
Johnston,  supporting  his    amendment  on    the 

ground  that  the  duties  of  the  judge  were  not  suf- 
cient  to  justify  the  allowance  of  the  additional 
sum  of  five  hundred  dollars;  and  that,  being  an 
ofl&cer  paid  by  the  year,  the  public  was  already 
entitled  to  the  whole  of  his  time  and  attendance, 
without  an  additional  allowance.  Mr.  C.  said 
three  thousand  dollars  was  a  sum  adequate  to 
cover  all  the  additional  duties  to  be  devolved  on 
that  judge,  dec. 

Mr.  Tucker  hoped  that,  as  the  sense  of  the 
House  had  been  already  taken  on  this  question, 
the  bill  would  pass,  in  its  present  Arm.  He  con- 
sidered it  very  unwise  policy  in  this  Government 
to  give  inadequate  salaries  to  its  judges.  He  be- 
lieved the  duties  of  this  court  were  equally  im- 
portant with  those  of  any  other  circuit  court  of 
the  United  States ;  and  thought,  all  circumstances 
considered^  that  the  proposed  compensation  was 
barely  sufficient,  dec. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocker  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  then  required  on  this  question. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Johnston  again  replied  to  some  ob- 
jections which  had  been  made  to  the  additional 
compensation  of  the  judee.  The  object  of  the 
Government,  Mr.  J.  said,  should  be  to  obtain 
judges  of  suitable  character  and  talents.  The 
first  consideration  of  this  House  should  be  to  effect 
this  object.  This  was  a  case  justifying  the  exer- 
cise of  its  discretionary  power.  Mr.  J.  enumerated 
the  duties  which  devolve  on  the  judge  already,  as 
well  as  those  which  he  would  have  to  encounter 
in  the  execution  of  the  duties  of  the  contemplated 
court.  He  persisted  in  defending  the  allowance 
of  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  because  he  be- 
lieved the  numerous  and  arduous  duties  of  this 
judge  reouired  additional  compensation  to  enable 
him  faithfully  to  discharge  them.  dbc.  He  con- 
cluded with  repeating  the  considerations  which 
had  induced  him  to  ask  this  compensation,  dbc. 

Mr.  Alexanoer  Smyth  stated  the  reasons  why 
he  should  vote  in  favor  of  granting  the  contem- 
plated additional  sum  to  the  judge  of  the  western 
district  of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  Morgan  also  briefly  delivered  his  sentiments 
against  striking  out  the  amendment,  and  hoped 
the  reasonable  allowance  provided  by  the  oiU 
would  be  accorded  to  the  judge,  &^, 

Mr.  CocKE  made  some  further  remarks  in  re- 
pljr  to  gentlemen,  and  in  support  of  the  motion  to 
strike  from  the  bill  its  objectionable  principle — 
the  additional  salary  of  five  hundred  dollars. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  opposed  to  the  amendment. 
He  argued  the  justness  of  the  allowance  on  the 
ground  of  the  accumulation  of  business,  dcc.^  and 
intimated  his  disposition  to  reward  services,  in  all 
cases,  according  to  their  value  and  importance. 

Mr.  Little  was  opposed  to  the  allowance  of 
the  five  hundred  dollars,  and  gave  his  reasons  for 
agreeing  to  the  proposed  amendment.  He  said 
he  was  not  disposed  to  tax  his  constituents  to  sup- 
port in  afiluence  a  judge  for  the  State  of  Louisi- 
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ana.  If  that  wealthy  State  was  williDg  to  give 
its  own  judges  a  large  salary,  he  had  no  objection. 
But  he  was  opposed  to  increasing  the  salary  of 
officers  of  the  General  Government  on  every  oc- 
casion of  increase  of  duty.  Congress,  said  Mr.  L., 
augment  the  duty  of  clerks  by  csuls  on  the  depart- 
ments under  their  direction,  and  yet  we  hear  no 
petitions  for  increase  of  salary.  He  thought  the 
principle  of  augmenting  the  salary  of  an  officer 
merely  upon  the  ground  of  occasional  increase  of 
duties  an  erroneous  principle^  dbc. 

Mr.  Burrows  accorded  with  the  mover  of  the 
amendment,  and  briefly  gave  his  reasons  why  he 
should  vote  for  the  adoption  of  it. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  agreement 
or  disa^reeme»t  to  the  amendment,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative — yeas  93,  nays  62,  as 
follows : 

YxAB — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen  of  MsssachasetUi 
Barrber  of  Connnecticut,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Barstow, 
Bassett,  Bateman,  Bigelow,  Borland,  Brown,  Bur- 
rows, Butler,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  New  York, 
Carter,  Caasedy,  Chambers,  Cocke,  Condict,  Conner, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Cuthbert,  Dane,  Dnrfee,  Eddy,  Edwards 
of  Connecticut,  Eustis,  Floyd,  Forrest,  Gebhard,  Gil- 
mer, Gross,  Hall,  Hardin,  Harris,  Harvey,  Hawks, 
Herrlck,  Hill,  Hobart,  Holoombe,  Hooks,  F.  Johnson, 
Kent,  Keyes,  Lathrop,  Litchfield,  Little,  McCoy,  M^ 
Sherry,  Matlack,  fttattocks,  Metcalfe,  Montgomery, 
Murray,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  New,  Phillips,  Pier- 
son,  Pitcher,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Plamer^f 
Pennsylvania,  Reed  of  Massachusetts,  Reed  of  Mary- 
land, Rich,  Rochester,  Rodney,  Rogers,  Ruggles,  Rusa, 
Arthur  Smith,  Sterling  of  Connecticut,  Sterling  of 
New  York,  Stoddard,  Swan,  Taylor,  Tomlinsoo, Tracy, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Udree,  Upham,  Van  Wyck, 
Walker,  Walworth,  Whipple,  White,  WUliams  of  Vir- 
ginia, WiUiams  of  North  Carolina,  Williamson,  Wil- 
son.  Wood,  and  Woodson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer, 
Ball,  Baylies,  Bayly,  Buchanan,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Cannon,  Colden,  Conkling,  Cushmsn,  Dickinson, 
Dwight,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Farrelly,  Find- 
lay,  Fnller,  Garnett,  Gorham,  Govan,  Hamilton,  Hub- 
bard, Ingham,  Jennings,  J.  T.  Johnson,  J.  8.  John- 
ston, Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kirkland, 
Leftwicb,  McCarty,  McKim,  McLane,  McNeill,  Mal- 
lary,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Virginia, 
Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Neale,  Newton,  Patterson 
of  New  York,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea,  Ross, 
Russell,  Scott,  Sergeant,  Sloane,Alex.  Smith,  William 
Smith,  J.  S.  Smith,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson, 
Stewart,  Thompson,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Vance,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Woodcock,  and  Wright. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

OCCUPATION  OF  COLUMBIA  RIVER, 

The  House  again  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  for  the  occupancy  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia  river,  that  being  tne  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday,  tne  pending  question  being  on  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  WoonsoN,  of  Kentucky,  gave  his  reasons 
at  some  length  on  the  general  merits  of  the  bill, 
and  advocated  the  propriety  of  the  proposed  occu- 
pancy of  that  post. 


Mr.  McRiM  also  submitted  his  views  of  tk 
bill,  and  briefly  commended  the  wisdom  of  liie 
policy  of  protecting  our  commerce  on  the  Paciik 
ocean,  and  of  planting  a  military  post  somewheR 
on  the  borders  of  the  Pacific  for  that  purpose.  He 
argued  also  aeainst  the  impossibility  of  tnnspon- 
ing  thither  a  force  commensurate  to  the  protection 
of  the  commerce  on  those  seas,  and  obviated  diffi- 
culties which  gentlemen  had  suggested  woqU 
be  found  to  exist  on  the  passage  of  troops  to  thit 
post. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  said  that  he  had  not  inteodd 
to  trouble  the  House  upon  the  question,  but  ges- 
tlemen  had  furnished  such  vast  commercial  details, 
and  described  such  vast  commercial  advantages, 
as  likely  to  result  from  the  establishment  of  a  imii- 
tary  post  on  the  Pacific  ocean,  he  thought  it 
proper  to  express  his  opinion,  that  one  frigate  oo 
that  ocean  would  afford  a  better  protection  to  out 
commerce,  than  twenty  fortifications  on  the  coast 
In  truth,  ne  said,  the  question  for  the  Hoose  to 
determine,  was,  whether  Congress  would  appro- 
priate one,  two,  three,  four,  perhaps  five  biudred 
thousand  dollars  annualljr,  to  protect  the  InditD 
trade  beyond  the  mountains.  Grentlemen  sboolii 
reflect  upon  the  consequences  likely  to  result  froa 
the  passage  of  the  bill.  He  had,  he  said,  a  stronf 
individual  interest  in  the  question.  He  was  inti- 
mate with,  and  had  a  hi^h  respect  for  Mr.  Astor, 
a  gentlemen  not  more  distinguished  for  his  wealth 
than  for  his  enterprise  and  intelligence.  Bat  the 
interest  of  the  nation  was  a  paramount  consideii- 
tion,  and,  before  gentlemen  were  readf  to  pas 
this  bill,  that  mighty  question  was  to  be  settled. 
whether  we  should  establish  a  c^verament  of  aoy 
kind,  and  at  any  time,  on  the  oordersof  thePi- 
cific  ?  For  his  part,  he  considered  the  qnestioacf 
such  magnitude,  he  should  not  be  prepared  to  rote 
lipon  it,  until  it  nad  been  discussed  for  at  least f  re 
sessions.  He,  therefore,  hoped  it  would  be  post- 
poned. 

The  question  agaiji  recurring  on  the  indefimtt 
postponement — 

Mr.  EusTis  rose  to  state  his  objections  toai 
indefinite  postponement.  After  stating  his  obje^ 
tions  to  this  disposition  of  the  bill,  bedweltaslifirt 
time  upon  its  merits,  considering  it  as  one  (^  <^ 
greatest  questions  which  had  ever  been  presea}^ 
to  this  House,  in  consequence  of  its  great  politkw 
influence  and  bearing  on  the  nation,  &c. 

Mr.  Breckenridoe,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  it- 
gretted  that  he  could  not  vote  (or  the  bill.  He 
would  have  been  glad  to  have  supported  the  bcf- 
orable  mover,  had  he  been  able  to  do  so  consist- 
ently with  his  notions  of  policy.  ^ 

He  said  he  admitted  with  the  friends  of  thebl 
that  the  measure  proposed  was  an  important  osS' 
and,  when  you  are  called  upon  to  adopts  ineasuR 
new  in  its  character,  you  are  led  to  inquire  ^e 

Sour  Constitutional  power  to  adopt  it;  and,  if  ^ 
e  Constitutional,  is  it  politic?    Is  it  ezpediest 
Sir,  the  result  of  my  reflections  is,  that  the  mtt^ 
before  you  is  neither  the  one  nor  the  other. 

The  bill  proposes  that  you  shall  erectaiai&.t^^ 
government  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  n^®? 
and  that  such  of  your  citizens  as  are  within  yo® 
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tenitory,  and  sueb  as  may  remore  to  it  hereafter, 
shall  be  eatitted  to  a  bonnty  in  land  from  the  Qor- 
ernmeDt  for  actual  settlement.  But,  although  you 
inrite  par  citizens  to  settle  in  your  territory,  do 
yoa  extend  to  them  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
tlie  [loion  1  No,  sir^on  gire  them  neither  legis- 
iiiion  DOT  courts.  They  are  proYided  with  no 
eiTil  officers;  all  the  power  and  authority  in  the 
Tenitory  is  confided  to  a  military  chieftain  ;  you 
place  in  his  sisffle  hands  the  lei^slatire,  judicial. 
and  executtTe  functions  of  the  country,  controllea 
ooly  Vf  the  President  and  Congress  of  the  United 
States. 

TheciTil  and  political  liberties  of  your  citizens, 
instead  of  being  protected  by  your  Constitution 
andlaws,  are  left  at  the  mercy  of  an  individual 
whose  Rsponsibility  to  you  is  a  mockery.  In 
wla(  put  of  the  Constitution  of  the  united 
States  do  you  find  your  authority  for  doing  this? 
Yoa  may  institute  territorial  govemments  pre- 
puatory  to  their  admission  into  the  Union.  But 
the  spirit  of  your  Constitution  forbids  a  system  of 
coionization;  and,  if  you  had  the  power,  m  mercy 
to  ^onnelTes  and  your  citizens,  you  snould  not 
eietcise  it.  The  h  istory  of  colonial  governments, 
from  the  earliest  period  up  to  the  present,  presents 
oneoaraned  scene  of  wrongs  and  outrages  on  one 
^  and  of  sufiBering  and  revolt  on  the  other. 
Congres  may  admit  new  States  into  this  Union, 
onder  the  restnctions  contained  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  have  power  to  make  all  needful  rules 
andregQlations  respecting  its  territory;  but  it  can- 
not colonize',  it  cannot  confide  all  its  powers  to 
(he military;  it  cannot  erect  a  military  despotism. 

Or  is  it  pretended  that  the  contemplated  organ!- 
ation  is  a  step  preparatory  to  the  admission  of 
tbistemtorv,  when  it  shall  have  attained  the  re- 
quisite popciation,  into  the  Union  of  these  States? 
If  yoa  adopt  the  bill  on  your  table,  admission  into 
^  Union  is  a  measure  which  those  who  settle  in 
the  country  may  expect^  and  will  have  a  right  to 
daoui  By  establishing  this  government;  by 
inritingyoiir  citizens  to  settle  permanently  in  the 
oonatry,yoa  impliedly  promise  them  the  protec- 
^n  of  yoor  laws,  and  a  place  in  your  Union. 
Haregendemen  seriously  thought  of  the  last  pro- 
position? Have  they  sketched  even  to  them- 
sdfes  the  probable  consequences  of  admitting 
Ore^^  vithin  any  short  period,  into  the  Union 
cf  these  States?  Are  they  prepared  to  go  to  war 
^  protect  the  territorial  or  commercial  rights  of 
the  people  of  Oregon  ?  Are  you  prepared  to  meet 
all  the  consequences  that  will  probably  follow 
^i  step?  You  must  guaranty  to  them  a  re- 
pQoljctn  form  of  government.  You  must  extend 
to  them  equal  laws — ^you  must  attend  to  all  their 
^hts  and  privileges  with  the  same  exactness 
utat  yoQ  do  to  the  rest  of  the  confederacy. 

There  can  be  no  community  of  interest  or  feel- 
ll^g  between  governments  so  situated — separated 
7  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  a  distance  of  three 
thousand  mites,  the  wholesome  blood  which  flowed 
irom  the  heart  of  this  confederacy  cannot  reach 
tbe  confines  of  Oregon.  There  can  be  no  bond  of 
Union  hetween  them ;  and  the  Umb,  thus  separa- 
ted iirom  the  body,  must  perish. 


This  is,  indeed,  sir,  the  age  of  experiments  and 
enterprise,  and,  I  might  add,  of  visions.  We  have 
recently  heard  of  connecting  oceans  by  severing 
a  continent — ^we  have  heard  of  penetrating  the 
earth,  and  finding  a  habitable  country,  and  a  new 
race  of  men,  in  the  interior  of  this  globe — and  an 
honorable  and  learned  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  CoLDfiN,)  some  days  since,  told  us  that,  be- 
fore many  years,  a  person  going  from  Europe  to 
the  East  Indies^  would  find  his  test  route  in  land- 
ing at  New  York ;  thence,  by  her  canal,  to  the 
Ohio  river;  thence,  up  the  Mississippi  and  Mis- 
souri rivers,  through  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and 
down  the  Columbia  river  to  its  mouth,  ferrying 
thence  to  the  Asiatic  shore !  and  all  this  by  means 
of  steamboats !  I  will  not,  Mr.  Speaker,  class  the 
proposition  before  you  with  these  dreams,  but^  I 
must  say,  that  I  look  upon  it,  not  only  as  wild 
and  visionary^  but  as  impolitic  and  dan^rous. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  suppose  I  am  mistaken  in 
this  point,  and  you  have  Constitutionally  the 
right  to  establish  such  a  government  as  that  pre- 
sented by  the  bill  on  your  table,  will  it  be  good 
policy  to  do  so  ?  What  are  the  objects  to  be  at- 
tained by  it?  We  are  told  by  the  friends  of  the 
measure,  that  the  territory  is  ours — that  some  of 
our  citizens  are  now  residing  there,  and  that  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  have  a  capital  often 
millions  of  dollars  employed  in  a  most  lucrative 
trade  on  that  coast;  and  we  must  protect  them 
and  their  commerce. 

I  believe,  sir,  there  are  but  a  handful  of  men 
there,  and  these  were  there  when  the  country  was 
ceded  to  you.  If  emigration  has  taken  place 
since,  or  trade  been  commenced  by  your  citizens, 
it  was  with  a  full  knowledge  that  they  had  no 
claim  on  you  for  government  or  protection ;  and 
where  is  tne  evidence  that  they  desire  either  ?  Is 
there  a  single  memorial  upon  your  table,  com- 
plaining of  aggression  upon  their  persons  or  prop- 
erty? If  we  were  to  judge  from  the  immense 
profits  derived  from  their  trade,  they  ought  to  dep- 
recate your  interference.  Sir,  the  great  profits  of 
this  commerce  arises  from  its  obscurity.  Once 
establish  a  government  in  the  territory,  and  send 
armies  and  navies  to  protect  it,  and  the  charm  is 
dissolved.  Competition  will  reduce  it  to  the  level 
of  other  business.  But  you  cannot  overlook  the 
expense  that  must  attend  this  project.  The  bill 
appropriates  $50,000 ;  but^  sir,  six  times  that  sum 
will,  probably,  be  insufficient  to  transport  a  few 
hundred  men  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia,  and 
support  them  for  one  year.  Will  you,  as  proposed 
by  the  honorable  mover  of  this  bill,  attempt  to 
march  your  troop  across  the  Rocky  Mountains? 
The  dangers  and  difficulties  of  such  an  enterprise 
are  almost  insurmountable.  Turn  your  eyes  to 
the  journal  of  Lewis  and  Clarke.  They  had,  per- 
haps, the  best  appointed  body  of  men  for  sucn  a 
service,  that  could  be  found  in  any  country ;  but 
they  would  have  starved,  had  they  not  made  food 
of  their  own  dogs !  Will  you  send  them  by  sea  ? 
This  would  be  worse  than  a  voyage  to  the  East 
Indies. 

But,  suppose  your  troo{»  there,  and  your  fortifi- 
catioius  erected — what  will  you  have  attained? 
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Tou  will  have  imprisoned  your  soldiers,  and  the 
yery  natives  will  be  able  to  starve  them  into  sub- 
mission; or  you  must  keep  part  of  vour  Navy 
constantly  supplying  and  protecting  tnem.  Sir, 
the  expense  is  too  great,  compared  with  the  object 
in  view. 

Gentlemen  inform  us  that  our  territorial  limits 
will  be  invaded  by  foreign  Powers,  and  we  may 
endanger  our  just  rights,  unless  we  possess  our- 
selves of  the  country.  It  is  true,  we  have  pur- 
chased it,  and,  except  in  part,  our  right  is  undis- 
puted; and  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  is  not 
within  the  disputed  boundary.  Will  our  posses- 
sion give  additional  validity  to  the  claim  ?  Will 
it  strengthen  or  enlarge  the  right  we  acquired  by 
purchase  ?  If  it  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  a 
foreign  Power,  will  his  possession  weaken  our 
right,  or  give  additional  validity  to  his  own  ? 

But,  sir,  the  measure  is  hienly  inexpedient  in 
another  point  of  view :  The  bill  allows  a  bounty 
in  lands  to  such  of  our  citizens  as  may  remove  to 
the  territory.  The  spirit  of  migration  should 
rather  be  repressed  in  your  citizens  than  encour- 
aged. The  States  and  Territories  forming  thb 
Union  are  now  too  thinly  populated;  yon  have 
yet  many  millioifs  of  acres  of  public  land  unsold 
and  unsettled.  Your  public  domains  have  not  all 
been  surveyed,  or  even  explored ;  and  thev  have 
all  the  advantages  which  fertile  soil  ana  good 
climate  can  bestow,  and  they  lie  under  the  pro- 
tecting arm  of  the  Union.  Why  then,  sir,  draw 
off  the  population  which  you  want  at  home, 
and  nefflect  the  settlement  of  the  soil  you  can 
protect? 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Golden,)  a  few  days  ago,  described,  in  the  most 
glowing  and  captivating  colors,  the  great  profits 
of  ja  commerce  with  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia. 
His  arguments  might  indeed  have  been  most  for- 
cible, if  addressed  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of  New  York,  to  prove  that  they  should  enter  into 
the  scheme  as  a  mercantile  adventure;  but  I  hope 
they  had  no  weight  with  this  House.  We  have 
been  stigmatized  by  the  civilized  nations  of  Eu- 
rope, as  a  country  of  merchants,  ready  to  barter 
any  thing  we  have,  for  ffold.  Whatever  truth 
there  may  be  in  the  remark,  as  applied  to  us  in- 
dividually, I  hope  and  believe  it  is  destitute  of 
foundation  with  resard  to  the  councils  of  the  na- 
tion. You.  sir,  will  not  traffic  the  political  rights 
of  the  people  of  this  country,  for  commercial  ad- 
vantages. The  day,  I  hope,  is  very  far  distant, 
when  the  blessings  secured  hy  our  free  institutions 
will  be  thrown  into  the  market,  as  mercantile 
commodities. 

A  time  may  arrive,  when  the  States  and  Terri- 
tories now  composing  this  Union,  may  be  over- 
flowing with  native  population ;  when  your  pos- 
terity snail  occupy  your  seats,  they  may  wish  to 
extend  the  civil  lioerty  they  enjoy,  to  their  fellow- 
citizens  on  the  banks  of  the  Oregon — then,  and 
not  till  then,  can  the  measure  before  you  be  jus- 
tified. 

Mr.  Rhea  was  opposed  to  the  bill,  and  deliv- 
ered some  remarks  in  support  of  his  opinions. 

The  question  being  again  called  for — 


Mr.  EusTis  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table; 
when,  on  agreeing  thereto,  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative — ayes  76,  noes  61. 


Monday,  January  27. 

Mr.  Little  presented  a  petition  of  Catharine 
Hayre,  late  Catharine  Ocme,  praying,  for  reasons  ' 
set  forth  in  her  petition,  to  be  divorced  from  John 

Hayre,  her  husband ^Referred  to  the  Commiita 

for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  CoNDiCT  presented  a  memorial  of  suiidiT 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  prajini 
that  further  aid,  protection,  and  eneouragemeni 
may  be  extended  to  the  manufactures  of  the  coin- 
try  ;  which  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Cod- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  UaioQ  ts 
which  is  committed  the  bill  upon  the  sabject  to 
which  the  said  memorial  relates. 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  memorial  of  snsdry 
manufacturers  of  bridle-bite,  stirmp-irons,  and 
coach  and  harness  furniture,  in  the  city  and  coont^r 
of  Philadelphia,  i>raying  for  an  increase  of  the  du- 
ties of  those  articles  imported  into  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  petition  of  Watsoa 
Atkinson,  umbrella-maker,  in  Philadelphia,  pray- 
ing that  such  a  construction  may  be  given  to  the 
act,  imposing  a  specific  duty  on  wire,  as  will  place 
square  iron  wire  among  articles  paying  a  duty  of 
fifteen  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Ordend,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  i: 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Gist  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  inhab- 
itante  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  praying  for 
the  establishment  of  a  district  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  upper  or  western  part  of  said  State. 
Referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blackleooe,  the  Comminef 
on  the  Public  Buildinss  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  selecting  a  suitable  number 
of  rooms,  in  addition  to  the  one  already  occupWd 
by  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  fx 
the  better  accommodation  of  the  Clerks's  depart- 
ment 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tomunson,  the  Comminee 
on  Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  ^whctker 
it  be  expedient  so  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "^Ax 
act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,"  as  to  abolish  the  office  of  measom^  : 
to  provide  that  the  duties  heretofore  perfcMmed  by 
the  measurers,  in  virtue  of  said  act,  shall  be  per- 
formed by  the  inspectors ;  and  to  prohibit  the  al- 
lowance of  any  additional  compensation  to  inspec- 
tors for  measuring. 

Mr.  Rankin  submitted  the  following  resolaaca 
which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  one  dar 
under  the  rule. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stata 
be  requested  to  inform  tbii  Hoove,  if  the  treaty  eoe> 
eluded  with  the  Choctaw  nation  of  Indiaiw,  on  tbe 
18th  day  of  October,  16S0,  has  been  ezecafted,  »  hi 
as  respects  the  cession  of  certain  lands  to  said  natoetk^ 
west  of  the  river  Mississippi ;  and  if  poaeaaaoa  h»& 
been  given  of  the  lands  ceded  to  them;  if  not,  thmlhe 
assign  the  reasons  whidi  prevented  the  iaiBiediBtt 
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lecation  of  the  ttipulitiont  of  said  tremty ;  sod  whe- 
beT  the  diffieolttee  bftve  dlminiihed  or  increaaed  by 
be  delay  in  its  ezecation. 

The  HoQse  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  considen 
he  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
if  the  last  session,  on  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Sames :  Whereapon,  it  was  ordered  that  the  re- 
ort  and  petition  be  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
>e  on  the  Judiciary,  together  with  additional  doc- 
meets  this  day  presented  by  Mr.  Mattocks. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  or  the  United  States  : 
1»  Me  House  of  Repreeentatifita  .- 

I  transmit,  herewith,  to  the  Hoase  of  Representa- 
ites,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  togeUier 
rith  the  documents  which  contain  the  information 
eqnettcd  by  the  resolation  of  the  House,  of  the  19th 
f  December  last,  reUting  to  the  esUblishment  at  the 
Booth  of  Colooibia  riTer. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WisBiveToir,  Jan.  25,  1823. 

The  said  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
n  the  table. 

Another  Message  was  received  from  the  Pbebi- 
*CNT  or  THE  United  States,  as  follows : 

Vo  the  Route  of  Representaiwee  : 

I  traofmit,  herewith,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
be  Navy,  containing  one  from  Captain  John  Rodgers, 
Vesident  of  the  Naval  Board,  accompanied  by  a  de- 
criptioo  of  the  **  inclined  plane,"  dock,  and  fixtures, 
)r  haaliog  up  ships  ;  and  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
aaterials  and  workmanship,  necessary  for  the  com  pie- 
Ion  of  a  dock  and  wharres,  proposed  to  be  connected 
^th  the  inclined  plane,  constructed  at  the  Navy  Yard, 
^ithington;  and  recommend  the  same  to  the  at- 
intire  oonaideration  of  Congress. 

It  is  confidently  belteved  that  this  invention  com- 
inet  advantages  so  highly  useful  as  to  justify  the  a|H 
ropriation  required. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  Message  was  read,  and,  together  with  the 
ocaments,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 

^&irs 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
rom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
tatements,  showing  the  amounts  which  have 
risen  from  the  sales  of  lands  within  the  States  of 
^bio,  Indiana,  Mississippi,  Illinois,  Alabama,  and 
Missouri,  appropriated  o^  law  to  the  opening  roads 
nd  canals  leading  to  said  States,  which  has  been 
ftid,  or  is  due  to  each  of  said  States ;  which  were 
rdered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  another 
Jtter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
lating a  statement,  exhibiting  the  amount  of 
rawback  payable  on  merchandise  exported  from 
ie  United  States,  during  the  years  ending  on  the 
l&t  day  of  December,  1819, 1820,  and  1821,  corn- 
ered with  the  amount  of  duties  which  accrued 
Q  the  same  respectively ;  which  were  also  ordered 
)  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Neal£  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  extending 
|ejarisdiction  of  justices  of  peace  in  the  District 

Columbia;  which  motion  was  negatived,  36 
uy  voting  in  favor  of  it. 


The  engrossed  "  bill  for  the  better  organization 
of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  within 
the  district  of  Louisiana,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Wright  offered  the  following  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  which 
were  read : 

Bt  TBI  HovBX  or  DxLsoATXSi  Jan,  11, 1823. 

Whereas  a  syetem  of  internal  improvement,  con* 
fined  to  great  national  purposes,  with  proper  limita' 
tiona,  would  be  productive  of  eminent  advantages  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States;  would  promote  the 
general  welfare,  and  tend  to  secure  a  more  perfect 
union  :  and  whereas  doubts  may  and  do  exist,  whe- 
ther the  Congress  of  the  United  States  have  the  power 
to  adopt  a  system  ;  therefore, 

Reeolvedf  hy  the  General  Auembly  of  Maryland^ 
That  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  this  State  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  be  requested  to  use 
their  best  exertions  to  procure  such  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  will  give 
Congress  power  to  adopt  and  execute  a  system  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  to  be  confined  to  great  national 
purposes,  with  proper  limitations/ 

Keaolvedt  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
requested  to  cause  a  copy  of  this  resolution  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  each  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of 
this  State  in  Congress. 

By  order :  JOHN  BREWER,  Clerk, 

SYMMES'S  THEORY. 

Among  the  petitions  presented  to-day  was  the 
following,  presented  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Johnson,  of 
Kentucky : 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Houet  of  Rtpreeenta^ 
Uvea  in  Congren  auemhlea: 

The  petition  of  the  subscribing  citizens  respectfully 
showcth,  that,  in  our  opinion,  both  the  national  honor 
and  public  interest  may  be  promoted  by  the  equip- 
ment of  an  exploring  party,  for  the  purpose  of  pene- 
trating the  Polar  regions,  beyond  the  limits  at  present 
known ;  with  a  view,  not  only  of  making  new  discov- 
eries in  geography,  natural  lustory,  geology,  and  as- 
tronomy, but  of  opening  new  sources  of  trade  and 
commerce. 

And  it  is  our  further  opinion,  that  Captain  John 
Cleves  Symmes,  late  of  the  United  States  Army,  who 
professes  to  have  originated  a  new  theory  of  the  earth, 
which  may  be  verified  by  a  voyage  to  the  North,  will 
be  a  suitable  person  (assisted  by  men  of  science  and 
experience)  to  be  intrusted  with  the  conduct  of  such 
an  expedition. 

Independently  of  the  truth  or  error  of  Symmes's 
theory,  there  appear  to  be  many  extraordinary  circum- 
stances, or  phenomena,  pervading  the  Arctic  and 
Antarctic  regioos,|which  strongly  indicate  something 
beyond  the  Polar  circles  worthy  of  our  attention  and 
research. 

We,  therefore,  pray  Congress  to  pass  a  law  grant- 
ing an  exploring  outfit,  in  conformity  to  our  memorial ; 
and  thereby  at  once  subserve  the  cause  of  philosophy 
and  the  earnest  wishes  of  your  constituents. 

Mr.  Johnson  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Farrelly,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  lay 
it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Johnson  hoped  it  would  not  be  laid  on  the 
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table.  The  memorial  had  many  respectable  sig- 
natures, and  perhaps,  on  further  examination,  it 
might  turn  out  that  something  useful  might  grow- 
out  of  the  investigation  of  it. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the  table 
was  negatived. 

The  question  recurring  on  referring  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  filiations — 

Mr.  Archer  suggested  the  propriety  of  referring 
rt,  in  preference,  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
the  object  of  the  memorialists  being  probably  to 
establish  a  commerce  with  the  interior  inhabitants. 

The  question  to  refer  the  memorial  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations  was  decided  in  the 
n^ative — 56  to  46. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Littlb.  the  memorial  was 
then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

DISBURSEMENT  OF  PUBLIC  MONEYS. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett, 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  concerning  the  disburse- 
ment of  public  moneys. 

[One  of  these  amendments  is  a  proviso,  that 
nothing  in  the  bill  shall  prevent  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  from  making  such  advances,  under 
the  instructions  of  the  President,  as  shall  be  ne^ 
cessary  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  public  engage- 
ments. 

Another  is  a  proviso,  that  nothing  in  the  act 
shall  be  construed  to  prevent  public  officers  being 
required  to  account  more  frequently  than  quar- 
terly* 

The  third  proviso  authorizes  the  continuance  in 
office  of  any  public  officer  who  shall  be  in  arrear 
to  the  Government,  on  his  satisfactorily  account- 
ins  for  such  arrear.] 

Mr.  Bassett  moved  that  the  House  concur  in 
the  amendments. 

Mr.  Sloane,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  refer  the  bill 
and  amendments  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

Mr.  Bassett  opposed  this  motion,  on  the  ground 
of  the  subject  havmg  been  sufficiently  examined 
already,  and  that  delay  would  only  have  the  effect 
10  defeat  the  bill. 

Mr.  Sloane  disclaimed  any  such  motive,  his 
object  being  merely  to  ascertain  whether  the 
amendments  did  not  go  to  defeat  the  original 
enactments  of  the  bill. 

The  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  was  negatived. 

The  question  recurring  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendments — 

Mr.  Newton  assigned  the  reasons  why  he 
should  vote  for  the  amendments.  Standing  on 
national  and  wholly  disinterested  grounds,  he  was 
opposed  to  the  principle  of  the  bill.  With  the 
amendments,  he  should  have  been  opposed  to  the 
bill  as  being  an  unnecessary  law,  leaving  things 
just  as  they  now  stand.  He  was  in  favor  of  the 
amendments,  however,  because  they  would  have 
the  effect  to  leave  things  just  where  they  are. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

[So  this  bill,  as  amended,  having  passed  both 


Houses,  wants  only  the  signature  of  the  Preset 
to  become  a  law.] 

MOUTH  OF  THE  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  that  the  House  proceed  u 
the  consideration  of  the  bill,  now  iving  od  tht 
table,  to  provide  for  the  occupation  ot  the  mootli 
of  the  Columbia. 

Mr.  Chambers,  of  Ohio,  required  theyeu  and 
nays  to  be  taken  on  this  question,  in  oroo  to  d^ 
termine,  by  that  test,  whether  the  Hoosewm 
really  determined  to  act  upon  the  subject  si  tk 
present  session. 

The  question  on  taking  up  the  bill  was  accord-. 
ingly  decided,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Allen  of  Maseachuett*,  Adut. 
Barber  of  Connecttcat,  Baylies,  Bayly,  Boziowt,  Cu 
ter,  Golden,  Conkliog,  Cuthbert,  Darfee,  E<U;,£ttDi 
Findlay,  Floyd,  Forward,  Haioilton,  Bmck^Eit. 
Holoombe,  Hubbard,  F.  Johnson,  J.  T.  Johom:, 
Jones  o(  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Ksyei,  Link, 
McKim,  McLane,  Mallary,  Metcalfe,  Moore  of  Vk- 
ginia,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Nebon  of  Mmu- 
chusetu,  Newton,  Pitcher,  Reed  of  BfaMcfasKft. 
Retd  of  G«>tgia,  Rochester,  Rosa,  Ragglea»  BweB, 
Saunders,  8oott,  Arthur  Soiith,  Alezandv  Bmjik  A 
Stevenson,  Tattnall,  Thompson,  Trimble,  Yuee,  Vu 
Wyck,  Walker,  Walworth,  Whipple,  White,  Willi»- 
son.  Woodcock,  Woodson,  and  Wright— 61. 

Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Ala  of  T^' 
neaeee,  Ball,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Barstow,  BmkUt  Bate- 
man,  Blackledge,  Breckenridge,  Brown,  BadnnaQi 
Batler,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  New  Yoit,  Ctmp- 
bell  of  Ohio,  Cannon,  Caaoedy,  Chambcn,  Code. 
Condict,  Conner,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cnsbmao,  Daae,  Dir- 
lington,  Denison,  Dickinson,  Dwight,  EdwinU  « 
Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North  CaroHna,  Ftndij. 
Forreat,  Garnett,  Gilmer,  Gist,  Groas,  Ball,  Hardis, 
HarrU,  Harvey,  Hawks,  Hemphill,  Hobait,  H<mU 
Ingham,  Jennings,  J.  8.  Johnaton,  Kent,  Ltibrop. 
Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  McCarty,  McCoj.  V^ 
Neil),  McSherry,  Matson,  Matlocka,  Mercer,  Vn- 
chell  of  PeottsylTania,  Moatgomeiy,  Murraj,  M^> 
Nelson  of  Maryland,  New,  Pattenon  of  New  ToiL 
PatterM>n  of  PennayWania,  PhUHpa,  Pierson,  Ptaiact. 
of  Pennayhania,  Rankin,  Reed  of  Mai^Iaod,  Bb^ 
Rich,  Rodney,  Rogers,  Ross,  Sergeant,  Slotae,  W 
Smith,  Sterling  of  Connecticut,  Sterling  ofl^ew  York. 
J.  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Swan,  Tajkv. 
Tod,  Tomlinaon,  Tracy,  Tncker  of  Soath  Car<i(iB«< 
Udree,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  WUIiamtofVufiuL 
WilUams  of  North  Carolina,  WilM>n,  and  Wood-lOO. 

So  the  House  refused  to  take  up  the  bill- 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 

Mr.  Hemphill  mored  to  take  op  the  bill  ic 
authorizing  the  President  to  cause  to  be  procaret. 
surveys  and  estimates  for  certain  roads  and  csnal^ 

On  this  motion,  Mr.  Walworth  required  «^ 
yeas  and  nays,  in  order  to  ascertain,  in  that  mi:- 
ner,  whether  tne  House  was  disposed  to  act  op?: 
the  subject,  at  the  present  session,  or  not. 

The  yeas  and  navs  were  taken  accordiQgly>^^ 
there  were — ^for  taking  up  the  bill  88,  agains:  .t 
69,  as  follows : 

VxAB^-MessTs.  Allen  of  TenneaMS,  Archer.  Wf* 
ber  of  Ohio,  Barslofr,  Bateman,  Bayliea,  Bayly,  saA' 
ledge,  Breckenridge^  Buchanan,  Bomrw,  Canpwu 
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of  New  York,  Campbdl  of  Ohio,  Chamben,  CoU«n, 
Condict,  Cooky  CaoluiMn,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Den- 
iwD,  Dickiojon,  Dnifee,  Dwight,  Eddy,  Edwai;d«  of 
CoDDCctieot,  FarreUy,  Findlay,  Forward,  Grots,  Ham- 
ilton, Hirris,  Hemphill,  Hill,  Holcombe,  Ingham,  Jen- 
niofi,  F.  Johnson,  J.  T.  Johnson,  J.  8.  Johnston, 
Joocsof  Tennessee,  Kent,  Keyes,  Little^  McCarty, 
MeKim,  McSherry,  Mallary,  Matlack,  Matson,  Mercer, 
Kebralfe,  Moore  of  Virginia,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale, 
XeiioD  of  Maryland,  Newton,  Patterson  of  New  York, 
Pittcnon  of  Pennsylvania,  Phillipa,  Rankin,  Rhea, 
Rich,  Rochester,  Rogers,  Ross,  Saonders,  Scott,  8er- 
geut,  Sloane,  Alexander  Smyth,  W.  Smith,  John 
Bpeed  Smith,  Sterling  of  New  York,  A.  Stevenson, 
J.8tephenson,Stowait,  Swan,  Tattnall,  Tod,  Trimble, 
CdrecYsaee,  Walker,  Whipple,  Wood,  Woodcock, 
tod  Woodson. 


NiTt^Messn.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Maasa- 
d»iNUi.Bill,  Barber  of  Connecticnt,  Borland,  Brown, 
Caobrdeng,  Cannon,  Carter,  Caasedy,  Cocke,  Conk- 
liof,  CoBaer,  Crafts,  Dane,  Edwmrda'of  North  Caro- 
iifii*  Floyd,  Gamett,  Oilmer,  Gial,  Oorham,  Hall, 
HtrdiD,  Harvey,  Hawks*  Herrick,  Hooka,  Jones  of 
Virgioii,  Lathrop,  JLeftwieh,  Lincoln,  Jjitehfield,  Mo- 
Coy,  MeNsill,  Mattocks,  MiteheU  of  Pennsylvania, 
NoDtconary,  Morgan,  M  array,  Nelson  of  Massachn- 
Mtu,  New,  Pieraon,  Pitcher,  Plumer  of  Pennaylvania, 
R«ed  of  MassachoMtts,  Raid  of  Georgia,  Rodney, 
Rogflei,  Ross,  Arthur  Smith,  Sterling  of  Connecti- 
cut, Sioddird,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tomlinson,  Tracy, 
Tocker  ofViiginia,  Tacker  of  South  Carolina,  Upham, 
Vin  Re&fselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Walworth,  White,  Wil- 
Ittmi  of  VirginU,  VTilliams  of  North  Carolina,  Wil- 
iiioion,  Wilson,  and  Wright. 

So  the  House  ajgreed  to  take  up  the  bill. 

Mr.  Wood  said  that  he  was  happy  that  the 
House  had  agreed  to  take  up  this  bill ;  that  he 
should  ha?e  refi;retted  that  the  able  and  elaborate 
ireameot  of  the  learned  gentleman  from  Penn« 
sylvaaia  (Mr.  Hemphill)  should  have  remained 
oQQoiiced ;  and  reioiced  that  he  had  an  opportu- 
^i^)'  of  enterine  Lis  protest  against  a  doctrine 
which  be  considered  so  destructive  to  the  arrange- 
mentby  which  the  relative  powers  of  the  General 
and  Sute  Governments  were  adjusted,  and  which, 
uatil  coostitutioaally  changed,  Congress  were 
bound  to  observe. 

.  ^ir,  said  Mr.  W.,  the  bill  now  before  this  House 
)^  mteaded  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  system  of 
uteriul  imnroTement,  which,  under  various  dis- 
gaiies,  has  tor  some  time  past  been  silently  work- 
J^?  its  vty  into  the  legislation  of  the  General 
woTerament. 

Tbe  frequent  agitation  of  the  question,  whether 
^^  power  belongs  to  Congress,  is  calculated  to 
nise  a  presumption  that  its  solution  is  attended 
With  more  difficulty  than  it  appears  to  me  it  re- 

1(  will  he  readily  allowed,  that  it  is  of  some 
ioporiaoee  that  the  true  meaning  and  intention 
01  the  Constitution,  in  relation  to  a  question  of 
sach  magnitude,  should,  if  possible,  be  clearly 
ascertained  and  settled. 

^  Older  to  a  correct  and  distinct  view  of  the 
*i^eet,  it  is  necessarv  that  it  should  be  clearly 
3Daerstood  what  are  toe  items  which  compose  the 
subject  of  internal  improTements,  and  what  are 


the  powers  necessary  and  proper  for  their  intro- 
duction and  cultivation. 

The  subiect  of  internal  improvements  embraces 
all  the  ordinary  means  that  can  contribute  to  the 
moral  or  physical  improvement  of  any  State  or 
communitv ;  such  as  relate  to  public  instruction ; 
public  health ;  public  infirmity ;  public  industry, 
and  public  intercourse :  embracing  common  schools, 
acaaemies,  and  colleges;  literary,  scientific,  med- 
ical, and  religious  institutions ;  provision  for  the 
deaf  and  dumo,  the  insane,  sick  and  infirm ;  agri- 
cultural societies;  regulations  to  improve  the 
quality  of  the  articles  of  trade ;  bounties ;  arts 
and  manufactures;  exclusive  privileges;  roads; 
incorporations  for  pecuniary,  economical  and  elee- 
mosynary purposes,  and  for  the  construction  of 
turnpikes,  bribes,  and  canals.  It  will  be  readily 
perceived  from  this  enumeration,  that  the  subjects 
of  internal  improvement  constitute  an  independ- 
ent branch  of  public  policy,  and  open  a  wide  field 
for  legislation. 

The  powers  necessary  to  the  introduction  and 
cultivation  of  the  various  subjects  of  internal  im- 
provement, comprise  the  greater  portion  of  the 
municipal  powers  of  any  community ;  such  as 
the  power  to  establish  common  schools^  and  liter- 
ary institutions;  to  erect  and  main  tarn  peniten- 
tiaries, infirmaries,  and  eleemosynary  establish- 
ments ;  to  establish  a^^ricultural,  mechanical,  and 
manufacturing  socieues;  to  gnnt  bounties  and 
premiums,  to  encourage  industry ;  to  pass  inspec- 
tion laws  to  ascertain  and  improve  the  quality  of 
produce ;  to  regulate  apprenticeships ;  to  reward 
inventors  of  useful  arte  and  improvemente  by  ex- 
clusive privileges ;  to  erect  incorporations  for  pe- 
cuniary and  economical  purposes ;  to  levy  con- 
tributions on  towns  and  counties  to  pay  for  private 
property  taken  for  highways,  and  to  exact  per- 
sonal labor  to  naake  and  maintain  highways  and 
bridges;  to  incorporate  companies  for  the  con- 
struction of  turnpikes  and  canals ;  and  to  levy 
taxes  and  prescribe  penalties  to  give  effect  to  these 
powers. 

The  question  is,  to  which  Government,  in  our 

g^cnliar  system,  have  the  people  of  the  United 
tates  assiffned  the  exercise  of  these  powers  ? 

If  it  shall  appear  that  the  powers  over  the  sub- 
jecte  of  interiuu  inaprovement  are  inadequate  to 
the  objects  of  the  General  Government,  and  not 
necessary  to  effect  them;  if  they  are  absolutely 
necessary  to  the  well  being  of  the  States,  and 
adapted  to  the  objects  of  the  State  governments; 
if  it  shall  appear  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
the  people  to  intrust  them  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment, and  that  the  State  Legislatures  are  more 
competent  to  their  efficient  exercise  than  Con- 
gresa,  it  will  be  manifest  that  they  belong  excin- 
sivelv  to  the  State  ffovernments. 

The  principal  object  of  the  General  Gkivern- 
ment  is  public  security  against  foreign  invasion, 
or  external  injurr.  The  great  object  of  the  State 
governments  is  tne  improvement  of  society. 

The  powers  adapted  to  the  subjects  of  internal 
improvements  are  inadequate  to  the  objects  of 
the  General  Government.  All  the  powers  above 
enumerated  as  applicable  to  the  subjects  of  inter- 
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nal  improTement  are  incompetent  to  sustain  an 
army  or  navy,  or  to  effect  anv  military  enterprise ; 
they  are  insufficient  to  wield  the  credit  of  the 
nation  ;  to  pledge  the  faith  of  the  nation,  or  to 
command  the  resources  of  the  nation ;  they  are 
inadequate  to  any  arrangement  with  foreign  na- 
tions ;  too  limited  to  give  effect  to  any  stipmation 
for  mutual  intercourse  or  mutual  assistance ;  and 
for  all  the  peculiar  purposes  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment would  be  useless. 

The  powers  are  not  necessary  to  effect  the  ob- 
jects of  the  General  Government ;  the  people  of 
the  United  States  have  invested  the  General  Gov- 
ernment with  ample  powers  for  the  discharge  of 
its  functions;  they  have  furnished  all  the  means 
necessary  to  the  ends  they  had  in  view.  The 
direction  of  the  public  force  ;  the  negotiation  of 
loans;  the  engagement  of  the  public  faith;  un- 
limited taxation ;  the  formation  of  treaties ;  and 
the  regulation  of  the  terms  of  mutual  intercourse 
with  foreign  nations,  are  the  means  furnished  by 
the  Constitution  to  accomplish  the  ends  intended 
by  the  Greneral  Government ;  and  no  inducement 
could  exist  for  granting  more  power  than  was 
sufficient  for  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  framed ; 
it  would  have  been  ruinous  to  the  States,  and 
useless  to  the  General  Government. 

The  powers  over  the  subjects  of  internal  im- 
provement are  absolutely  necessary  to  the  pur- 
poses of  the  State  governments;  if  they  are  not 
embraced  by  the  General  Government,  they  ne- 
cessarily result  to  the  State  governments;  they 
cannot  be  extinguished.  It  will  not  be  denied 
that  the  State  governments  have  been  left  in  pos- 
session of  powers  sufficient  for  the  duties  with 
which  they  are  charged.  Without  them,  society 
would  be  stationary,  and  the  country  would  re- 
main a  wilderness ;  no  improvement  beyond  indi- 
vidual exertion  would  be  attempted;  industry 
would  be  without  motive,  and  the  supply  of  the 
necessities  of  individuals  would  be  the  measure 
of  their  exertion ;  there  would  be  no  union  of 
effort,  no  general  contribution  for  any  public  pur- 
pose— ^the  State  Legislatures  would  be  useless. 

The  exercise  of  these  powers  are  the  means  of 
civilization  and  social  improvement;  the  state  of 
internal  improvement  marks  the  different  stages 
in  the  -progress  of  society  from  barbarism  to  re- 
finement, and  distinguishes  the  citizen  from  the 
savage— polished  from  barbarous  manners. 

The  cultivation  of  internal  improvements  opens 
the  treasures  of  knowledge ;  develops  the  powers 
of  the  human  mind ;  restrains  the  passions,  and 
tames  their  ferocity ;  calls  into  exercise  the  social 
and  moral  virtues,  and  unites  men  by  the  ties  of 
mutual  interest  and  affection :  attaches  them  to 
kindred  and  country,  and  multiplies  the  sources 
and  enlarges  the  sphere  of  human  happiness. 

These  powers  are  fully  adequate  to  the  purposes 
of  the  State  governments ;  they  embrace  every 
subject  of  internal  improvement ;  they  extend  to 
every  object  that  can  affect  the  moral  or  physical 
condition  of  the  community,  and  may  be  applied 
with  effect  as  the  state  of  society  or  circumstances 
of  the  people  may  require;  they  are  limited  in 
their  operation  to  the  territory  of  the  State,  and 


their  whole  force  is  exerted  and  exhausted  io  de- 
veloping the  internal  resources  of  that  State. 

Again,  sir,  these  powers  were  never  intended  to 
be  surrendered  to  the  General  Governmeot  by  tiie 
people ;  they  belonged  to  the  States  under  the 
Confederation ;  they  were  not  enamerated  in 
that  instrument,  and  it  admitted  of  no  implies  i 
tion;  the  want  of  these  powers  was  not  deemed  a 
defect  in  that  instrument ;  it  was  not  among  the 
causes  that  led  to  the  adoption  of  the  presoit 
Constitution,  and  the  scrupulous  jealousy  Tritii 
which  the  Conventions  who  adopted  it  canvassed 
every  item  of  its  powers,  forbids  the  belief  that 
they  intended  to  grant  an  atom  of  power  thai  wis 
not  essential  to  the  ends  of  the  General  Goverc- 
ment. 

It  seems  to  have  been  a  rule  which  governed  t!» 
people  in  the  distribution  of  the  sovereign  power. 
not  to  confer  any  on  the  General  GorernioeDi 
which  the  States  were  as  competent  to  exercise. 

Indeed,  it  was  not  so  much  the  object  of  tiie 
people  to  confer  any  new  powers  on  the  Geaeal 
Government,  as,  by  a  new  modification,  to  reader 
those  already  granted  more  efficient ;  the  defec- 
tive mode  of  supplying  the  puUic  Treasury  by 
quotas  on  the  States,  instead  of  a  direct  resort  to 
tne  people  by  taxation,  paralyzed  the  poirers  of 
Congress  under  the  Confederation,  and  renderei 
them  unable  to  fulfil  the  public  engagements.  To 
remedy  thb  defect,  the  people  added  to  those  they 
had  already  granted  the  power  to  lay  duties,  im- 
posts, and  excises,  with  that  of  direct  taxatioD. 
The  only  new  subjects  of  a  municipal  nature  that 
were  assigned  to  the  General  Government,  vert 
those  of  rankruptcy  and  naturalization ;  and  tbe 
insertion  of  these,  evinces  the  exclusion  of  all 
others. 

The  intention  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
to  preserve  the  powers  over  internal  order  and  im- 
provement entire  to  the  States,  is  clearly  pro?^ 
oy  the  partition  of  their  sovereignty  betweeo  the 
Gfeneral  and  State  Governments;  the  different 
and  distinct  objects  of  the  distribution ;  thenatoit 
and  quantity  of  power  allotted  to  each ;  the  retrit 
tions  and  and  limitations  imposed  on  the  exercise 
of  the  powers  of  the  General  Government ;  aad 
is  still  further  manifested  by  the  rejection  of  s 
proposition  to  enmft  a  portion  of  these  powei^i^ 
the  Constitution  by  the  Greneral  Convention  who 
framed  it ;  by  the  opinions  expressed  in  the  amead- 
ments  proposed  to  it  by  the  State  Convestioasat 
the  time  of  its  adoption  ;  and  by  the  declaratioDs 
accompanying  those  amendments.  The  few  pow- 
ers of  a  municipal  nature  which  were  added  to  iht 
Constitution,  were  exceptions  to  the  genenl  di^ 
tribution  anu  depository  of  municipal  power;  ^ 
exercise  of  this  power  by  the  Gcneial  Govemmoj 
would  invade  the  soil  and  jurisdiction  of  tbe 
States,  infringe  their  legislative  and  judici&l  i^ 
thorities,  and  oreak  down  the  limits  prescribed  bf 
the  Constitution,  as  understood  by  the  CooTtf- 
tions  who  adopted  it. 

The  States  nave  uniformly  continued  to  off- 
else  these  powers  under  the  newConstittttio8,tfp 
the  prosecution  of  internal  improvements  t^ 
tutes,  at  present,  the  principal  employment  of  ^ 
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Ime  Legislacares,  and  is  the  end  of  most  State 
aws.  It  may  be  added  that  the  United  States 
lare  nerer  exercised  this  power,  and  the  omission 
warrants  the  inference  of  a  conviction  that  it  was 
!7ithio  the  province  of  State  legislation. 

The  means  of  personal  happiness  are  among 
he  rights  that  are  not  alienable;  the  want  of 
hem  disqualifies  a  man  for  the  discharge  of  his 
ligh  destinies,  and  subjects  him  to  a  lower  grade 
Q  the  rauk  of  being  than  his  faculties  indicate 
bat  he  was  intended  to  sustain.  The  surrender 
)f  the  means  of  social  improvement  and  social 
lappiness,  by  a  whole  society,  without  necessity, 
vouid  have  been  a  species  of  self-immolation 
rrecoDcilable  with  all  the  principles  of  moral 
ffder. 

Again,  sir,  the  States  are  more  competent  to 
he  exercise  of  these  powers  than  the  General 
jovemment :  the  efficient  exercise  of  these  pow- 
IS  requires  local  knowledge,  local  authority,  and 
he  vigilance,  economy,  and  perseverance  of  per- 
onal  interest,  and  personal  exertion;  emulation 
imoog  the  States  also  gives  energy  to  exertion : 
he  example  of  one  prompts  others  to  correspon- 
lent  exertions,  until  the  spirit  of  improvement 
)erTade8  the  whole.  By  the  exercise  of  these 
Kjwers,  the  process  of  improvement  in  the  seve- 
al  States  is  without  example :  in  the  course  of 
brty  rears,  the  face  of  the  country  and  the  state 
>r  society  have  been  changed ;  scnools,  colleges, 
ind  churches,  literary  and  scientific  institutions, 
lave  heen  established ;  incorporations  for  pecuni- 
iry,  economical,  and  eleemosynary  purposes,  have 
)eeo  erected ;  agriculture  has  been  improved ;  arts 
ind manufactures  introduced;  trade  extended  to 
very  pari  of  the  globe,  and  the  country  has  arri- 
ved at  a  state  of  moral  and  political  improvement 
rhich  it  cost  Europe  half  as  many  centuries  to 
iMain,  and  which,  with  regard  to  laws  and  gov- 
mment,  she  has  not  yet  attained. 

The  division  of  the  country  into  distinct  gov- 
rnments,  of  a  limited  extent,  with  ample  powers 
or  all  local  and  municipal  purposes,  has  contri- 
buted to  this  result  more  effectually  than  any  Qen- 
;rai  Government  could  have  done ;  no  General 
jovefnment  would  have  had  time  to  attend  to 
he  innumerable  subjects  of  legislation  aflforded  by 
•  new  and  crowing  V;ountry.  If  Congress  had 
«en  mvested  with  the  power  over  internal  im- 
Tovements,  and  had  their  sittings  been  permanent 
rom  the  commencement  of  the  Government,  it  is 
"Ot  believed  that  it  would  have  been  possible  for 
hem  to  have  eflfected  one-tenth  part  of  the  im- 
>rovements  that  have  been  introduced  by  State 
^siation. 

The  resources  of  the  States  are  ample  for  the 
urpose  of  internal  improvements;  their  councils 
re  unoccupied  by  other  objects ;  their  local  in- 
wmation  is  complete;  their  operations  efficient 
nd  economical ;  the  power  over  this  subject  is 
aereforein  proper  hands,  and  could  not  be  changed 
mhoui  manifest  injury  to  the  vital  interests  of 
le  community. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  in  his  in- 
cnious  argument  on  this  subject,  endeavored  to 
ttive  a  criterion  by  which  to  distinguish  the 
nth  Com.  2d  Sess.— 23 


subjects  that  belong  to  the  General  Government 
from  those  that  are  within  the  province  of  the 
State  legislation,  from  the  character  of  the  sub- 
ject ;  he  ascribed  all  such  as  are  of  great  public 
utility,  of  universal  necessity,  and  involving  great 
expense  to  the  General  Government,  in  virtue  of 
its  supremacy  arising  from  its  general  powers; 
and  in  support  of  his  construction,  referred  to  the 
appropriations  heretofore  made  by  Congress  for 
opening  roads  in  the  new  States,  and  to  the  peti- 
tions on  your  table  praying  for  similar  appropri- 
ations. 

Sir,  to  predicate  the  power  of  Congress  over  the 
subjects  of  internal  improvement  on  their  utility, 
universal  necessity,  or  great  expense,  is  clearly  a 
pditio  principii,  assumes  for  granted  the  point  in 
dispute,  and  is  really  begging  the  question.  By 
this  rule  of  construction,  every  subject  of  internal 
improvement  would  devolve  on  Congress ;  they 
all  possess,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  the  charac- 
ters that  are  assigned  to  subjects  of  the  General 
Government ;  common  schools  and  religious  in- 
stitutions are  of  much  more  general  utility,  and 
involve  more  permanent  expense  than  any  other 
subject ;  this  rule,  therefore^  would  destroy  every 
federal  feature  of  the  Constitution,  and  lead  to  a 
consolidated  Government  with  unlimited  powers. 

It  is  becoming  fashionable  to  call  every  subject, 
of  a  general  nature  or  of  general  utility,  a  national 
subject;  a  road  leading  from  one  section  of  the 
Union  to  another  becomes,  in  the  cant  of  the  day, 
a  national  road ;  but  this  abuse  of  language  ougnt 
not  to  betray  us  into  an  assuiuption  of  power 
not  intrusted  to  us  by  the  people  of  the  United 
States. 

The  subjects  of  internal  improvement  possessed 
the  same  cnaracter  under  the  Confederation  that 
they  now  have ;  they  were  then  of  as  great  util- 
ity, of  as  universal  necessity,  and  of  as  expensive 
cultivation,  as  they  now  are;  the  subjects  within 
the  power  of  Congress  are  not  therefore  to  be  dis- 
tinguished by  these  characteristics;  the  rule  is 
arbitrary,  proves  too  much,  and  therefore  is  in- 
operative. 

Most  of  the  powers  of  Congress  have  reference 
to  public  defence,  and  their  operation  is  confined 
to  such  subjects  as  are  essentially  connected  with 
that  object;  the  best  criterion,  therefore,  by  which 
to  distinguish  the  subjects  that  belong  to  Congress 
from  those  that  belong  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
States,  is  their  capacity  or  fitness  for  that  end ; 
such  only  belong  to  Congress  as  are  essential  to 
the  execution  of  some  enumerated  power;  and 
this  is  the  rule  by  which  to  ascertain  the  implied 
powers  of  the  General  Government. 

But  it  is  not  admitted  that  any  powers  belong 
to  the  General  Grovernment  by  virtue  of  its  su- 
premacy, except  such  as  result  from  necessity,  and 
these  are  not  subject  to  any  rule.  The  implied 
powers  are  ingredients  of  the  express  powers,  are 
wrapt  up  in  them,  and  make  a  part  of  them; 
they  are  obvious,  may  be  defined,  are  uniform,  and 
are  necessary  in  the  ordinary  course  of  legislation ; 
on  the  contrary,  powers  resulting  from  necessity 
cannot  be  foreseen,  are  indefinite,  of  rare  occur- 
rence, and  not  among  the  ordinary  exercises  of 
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legislative  power ;  tbey  are  more  properly  a  sub- 
ject of  Executive  discretion  than  legislative  exer- 
tion. The  Executive,  as  the  guardian  of  the  pub- 
lic safety,  is  bound  to  take  care  that  the  public 
receive  no  detriment ;  and,  in  extreme  cases,  the 
safety  of  the  people  becomes  the  supreme  law ; 
and,  to  save  the  country  from  impending  calam- 
ity, the  capital  of  the  empire  may  be  burnt;  but 
it  would  be  an  illogical  deduction  to  infer  from 
thence,  that  conflagration  was  amon^  the  ordi- 
nary powers  of  Congressional  legislation,  or  the 
ordinary  means  of  defence  confided  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive. 

Although  most  of  the  powers  of  the  General 
(Government  are  indicated  by  its  object,  yet  there 
aie  some  of  a  different  nature,  that  nave  been  as- 
signed to  it  merely  by  thearbitrary^  will  and  plea- 
sure of  the  people  in  the  distribution  of  their  sov- 
ereign power ;  no  criterion  for  distinguishing  them 
can  be  assumed  that  is  perfectly  correct ;  the  fact 
of  their  possession  by  the  General  Government 
can  only  be  ascertained  by  resorting  to  the  Con- 
stitution itself,  and  by  a  fair  construction  of  its 
meaning  and  intention. 

The  acts  of  Congress  occasionally  passed,  wb 
sUentio,  making  appropriations  for  opening  roads 
in  the  new  States  and  Territories,  prove  nothing. 
They  proceeded  on  the  ground  of  ownership  by 
the  United  States,  and  with  a  view  to  the  sale 
and  settlement  of  the  public  lands.  The)r  do  not 
involve  the  question  relative  to  power  over  internal 
improvements,  and  are  referrible  to  the  power  ex- 
pressly granted  to  Congress  over  the  public  terri- 
tory. 

The  petitions  on  your  table  praying  for  appro- 
priations to  aid  internal  improvements  in  certain 
sections  of  country,  prove  nothing  but  the  wish  of 
interested  individuals  to  have  access  to  the  public 
treasury,  to  accomplish  improvements  for  their 
own  benefit,  or  for  the  benefit  of  the  section  of 
country  where  they  live — a  partial  and  local  ben- 
efit, at  the  expense  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States. 

From  these  views  of  the  subject,  we  may  con- 
clude that  no  general  ]X)wer  over  the  subject  of 
internal  improvements  is  derivable  from  the  enu- 
merated powers  of  the  General  Government,  nor 
does  it  result  to  it  by  virtue  of  any  supremacy 
arising  from  its  general  powers. 

The  next  inquiry  is — Is  this  power  incidental  to 
the  enumerated  powers  of  Congress  ?  The  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  contends  that  the  power 
to  make  canals  is  incident  to  the  power  of  Con- 
gress over  commerce,  and  that  the  power  to  make 
roads  is  derivable  from  the  respective  clauses  rela- 
tive to  the  Army  and  to  the  Post  Office. 

By  the  becond  clause  of  the  eighth  section  of 
the  first  article  of  the  Constitution,  Congress  have 
power  ^*  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  na- 
tions, among  the  several  States,  and  with  the  In- 
dian tribes." 

In  my  apprehension,  no  part  of  the  Constitution 
has  been  more  misconstrued  than  this.  By  no  rule 
of  construction  can  the  inference  which  is  drawn 
from  it  be  supported.  Commerce  is  nothing  more 
or  less  than  buying  and  selling.   The  right  of  prop- 


erty is  an  exclusive  right ;  what  one  man  own^fio 
man  can  take  from  him  without  his  conseot ;  ii  u 
a  perfect  right,  and  can  be  enforced  in  a  court  cf 
justice.  The  rights  of  buying  and  selling  masL 
therefore,  be  reciprocal ;  the  exercise  of  thcst 
rights  must  be  free  and  voluntary ;  yon  caniuK 
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ompel  another  to  buy  your  goods.  r(ation$.  ic 
his  respect,  resemble  individuals ;  one  nation  can 
not  compel  another  to  buy  or  sell.  Congress  mi^hi 
have  closed  the  ports  of  the  United  Stales  against 
all  nations;  ana  foreign  nations,  not  restrained  bjr 
treaty,  have  a  perfect  right  to  shut  their  ports 
against  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

By  the  Constitution,  the  power  over  foreifc 
commerce  is  divided  between  the  Executive  ud 
the  Legislature.  The  President,  with  the  consest 
of  the  Senate,  has  the  power  to  form  regulatiofi: 
with  other  nations,  relative  to  the  residence  of  Cofi- 
suls,  the  subjects  of  contraband  of  war,  of  prizes 
and  recaptures;  he  may  make  stipulations  wiik 
any  foreign  nation  for  the  reciprocal  recepiioD 
and  protection  of  the  vessels  of  the  two  couatries 
into  the  ports  of  each  other ;  and  he  may  sOipuUte 
for  the  mutual  exchange  of  goods,  on  the  txnas 
permitted  to  the  most  favored  nation ;  and  thia  is 
the  limit  of  his  authority,  on  the  subject  of  foreign 
commerce.  Congress  have  the  exclusive  power  of 
prescribing  those  terms.  This  is  effected  by  the 
imposition  of  duties  on  foreign  goods;  they  iiar^ 
no  power  over  their  exports — no  power  without 
the  limits  of  the  United  States,  except  over  their 
own  vessels  upon  the  ocean ;  but  their  power  over 
imports  is  unlimited,  and  uncontrollable  by  the 
treaty-making  power. 

The  whole  power  of  Congress  over  foreign  com- 
merce is  exhausted  by  the  tariff^  and  extends  no 
further,  except  to  such  incidental  provisions  as  arc 
necessary  to  the  safe  entrance  into  our  harbors, 
and  safe  landing  of  the  goods,  with  the  means  of 
ascertaining  their  value,  weignt,  and  auantiCf,  in 
order  to  estimate  the  duties  to  which  they  are 
subject. 

The  sole  object  of  the  power  of  Coag^ress  over 
foreign  commerce  is  revenue ;  and  thb  is  coliectd 
in  the  ports  of  entry,  and  has  no  connexioa  with 
any  subject  of  internal  improvement.  The  power 
to  make  canals  is  clearly  no  more  derivable  (tobl 
it,  than  the  power  to  regulate  marriages  or  appren- 
ticeships. 

By  the  same  clause.  Congress  have  power  '*tc 
regulate  commerce  among  the  several  States." 

The  gen  tleman  from  Pennsylvania  supposes  iha^ 
this  clause  gives  Congress  power  over  the  internal 
trade  of  the  several  States,  and  of  the  Uniie^l 
States,  and  involves  the  power  cf  constmctiBi 
canals  as  auxiliary  to  it. 

A  careful  examination,  if  I  mistake  not,  wii- 
lead  to  an  opposite  conclusion. 

The  internal  trade  of  a  State  consists  in  Uk 
operations  of  buying  and  selling  the  prodactions  of 
the  agriculture,  arts,  and  manufactures  of  i^ 
country  ;  it  is  free  froin  any  control  of  any  pov^r 
exercised  by  Congress,  and  subject  only  to  tie 
municipal  laws  of  the  State. 

Every  State,  by  its  supremacy  over  its  own  ter- 
ritory, and  the  obligations  imposed  by  a  pn^  re- 
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gard  to  its  own  preservation  and  prosperity,  must 
relate  its  own  internal  commerce.  The  power 
of  a  fne  State  over  its  internal  trade,  extends  to 
the  prohibition  of  unlawful,  immoral,  and  impoli- 
tic contracts,  and  to  regulations  for  multiplying 
theftciiities  of  trade,  and  for  the  improvement  of 
ike  raiue  and  increase  of  the  quantity  of  domes- 
tic prodaee  and  manufactures. 

£rery  State  in  the  Union  exercised  this  power 
onder  the  Confederation,  and  every  State  now 
cooposiog  the  Union  exercises  the  same  power. 
They  prohibit  the  introduction  of  slaves,  and  of 
lottery  tickets ;  they  prohibit  the  recovery  of  gam- 
hliog  debts,  and  the  enforcement  of  usurious  con- 
incis;  they  reffolate  bank  paper,  bills  of  exchange, 
and  auction  sales ;  they  grant  bounties ;  impose  m- 
8pectioo«,  to  ascertain  and  improve  the  quality  of 
exports;  they  encourage  the  introduction  of  valu- 
able improvements,  by  exclusive  privileges,  and 
ezpeoaire  esublishments,  by  incorporations ;  and 
improre  the  means  of  intercourse,  and  the  facili- 
ties of  trade,  bv  maltiplying  their  roads,  bridges, 
aod  caoals.  These  constitute  the  chief  employ- 
me«  of  their  Legislatures,  and  are  the  subjects  of 
most  of  their  laws. 

The  Uinted  States  have  never  claimed  any  par- 
ticipation in  the  exercise  of  these  powers;  and  the 
tenth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion expressly  recognises  the  power  of  the  States 
to  regulate  the  quality  of  their  exports;  this  con- 
troUand  regulates  every  article  of  exportation,  and 
»  a  recognition  of  the  whole  power  over  internal 
trade. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  alleges, 
^j  the  United  States  use  the  waters  of  the  sev- 
en! States;  and  from  that  fact,  deduces  an  infer- 
aeeio  favor  of  the  power  of  the  United  States 
<^«r  the  internal  trade  of  the  States,  and  over  the 
■»M  necessary  to  improve  it.  The  power  over 
«w  foreign  relations,  a  navy,  and  imports,  in- 
ToJTei  a  right  to  nae  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
««»eral  States,  so  far  as  is  necessary  to  eflFect  any 
wtbviied  end  to  those  powers.  But  the  exercise 
J|fjhtte,  or  of  any  other  |)eculiar  power  of  the 
f^wral  Government,  within  the  several  States, 
y^mm  no  authority  over  the  peculiar  subjects  of 
ottic  eognixance.  The  appropriation  of  the  soil, 
we  means  of  intercourse,  and  the  regulations  of 
P°"^ue  essential  to  the  internal  order,  improve- 
®?^  tad  prosperity  of  everjr  society,  ir  not  to  its 
°Tk^  and  belong  exclusively  to  the  States. 

"oe  jurisdiction  of  the  States  extend  to  the  wa- 
*»»»»weU  as  to  the  land  within  their  limits.  The 
FpTbioQ  in  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article 
^  the  Constitution,  rendering  a  cession  by  the 
^tote  necessary,  to  invest  the  General  Govern- 
^«  with  jurisdiction  over  territory  within  the 
otatej,  proves  the  reservation  of  the  territorial 
nghtsof  the  States;  and  the  respect  paid  to  their 
J^'?,'^^»De  regulations,  by  the  collection  law  of 
t^e  UDited  Stafes,  vol.  3,  p.  127,  is  a  recognition 
01  tbejT  jurisdiction  over  their  waters.  The  ob- 
jwesof  the  General  and  State  Governments  are 
fltttinci;  hut  the  laws  relating  to  these  different 
%eis  are  not  opposed  to  each  other;  on  the  con- 
^T)  they  form  together  one  entire  system  for  the 


united  purpose  of  internal  order  and  external  secu- 
rity— the  improvement  and  protection  of  society. 
The  use  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  States  bv 
the  General  Gkivemment,  does  not  interfere  with 
the  territorial  rights  of  the  States,  any  more  than 
the  march  or  encampment  of  an  army  on  the  soil 
does. 

The  case  resembles,  in  some  measure,  a  right  of 
way  over  another  man's  ground :  the  exercise  of 
such  right  does  not  afiect  the  title  in  any  other  re- 
spect, nor  interrupt  the  owner  in  the  use  of  the 
land.  It  is  not  a  case  of  concurrent  power,  in 
which  the  General  and  State  Governments  have 
co-equal  authority  over  the  same  subject  as  over 
all  subjects  of  taxation,  other  than  imports.  The 
territory  of  a  State  is  the  common  theatre  for  the 
exhibition  of  the  powers  of  both  Governments; 
they  are  tenants  in  common  in  the  use  of  it,  for 
the  purpose  of  efiecting  the  peculiar  objects  of  their 
several  and  respective  powers;  but  the  theatre  it- 
self is  the  property  of  tne  State,  and  it  is  both  the 
province  and  duty  of  the  State  to  order,  repair, 
and  improve  it. 

The  different  depositories  of  their  sovereign 
power  were  adopted  by  the  people  to  secure  them 
from  the  danger  of  a  single  Government ;  this  fact 
forbids  the  admission  or  any  exercise  of  authority 
that  would  disturb  the  distribution — such  a  con- 
struction would  destroy  the  relative  proportions  of 
the  General  and  State  Governments,  defeat  the  in- 
tention of  the  people,  confound  the  powers  of  the 
two  Governments^,  and  subject  the  whole  to  the 
control  of  the  General  Government ;  except,  there- 
fore^ the  use  of  the  waters  of  the  States,  by  the 
United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  defence.,  protec- 
tion, and  revenue,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  States 
over  them  is  entire  and  exclusive. 

The  States  have,  at  all  times,  exercised  a  sov- 
ereign power  over  the  waters  within  their  limits ; 
(hey  regrulate  the  use  of  them ;  they  make  their 
rivers  highways ;  they  improve  the  navigation  of 
them,  and  punish  those  who  obstruct  them ;  they 
establish  ferries  and  erect  bridges  over  them ;  and 
grant  exclusive  rights  in  them,  for  limited  periods, 
as  a  reward  for  new  and  improved  modes  of  nav- 
igating them. 

It  has  been  insinuated,  that  an  exclusive  grant 
of  navigation  would  interfere  with  the  powers  of 
the  General  Government,  in  case  it  should  operate 
to  exclude  vessels  having  a  coasting  license  from 
the  waters  of  a  State. 

It  is  not  admitted  that  there  would  be  any  such 
interference ;  the  revenue  laws  exempt  the  masters 
or  owners  of  coasting  vessels  under  nfty  tons,  and 
not  employed  in  carrying  foreign  goods,  from  en- 
tering and  clearing  for  one  year,  on  their  paying 
tonnage,  and  giving  bond  not  to  defraud  the 
revenue. 

They  are  required  to  take  a  license  to  evince 
their  compliance  with  the  law,  the  want  of  which 
subjects  them  to  foreign  tonna^^e ;'  the  coasting 
Ihsense  is,  therefore,  merely  an  evidence  of  the  title 
of  the  vessel  to  the  privileges  of  a  vessel  of  the 
United  States ;  it  gives  no  new  authority ;  it  con- 
fers no  privileges  but  exemption  from  seizure  and 
foreign  duty,  secures  no  indemnity  for  contempt 
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of  State  laws ;  and  an  exclusidn  from  participa- 
ting in  the  privileges  of  a  monopoly  involves  no 
conflict  with  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  contends 
that  this  clause  also  authorizes  Congress  to  regu- 
late the  internal  trade  of  the  United  States. 

The  variety  of  climate,  and  the  diversity  of  in- 
dustry in  the  different  States,  unite  the  different 
sections  of  the  Union,  by  the  ties  of  mutual  inter- 
est, and  produce  a  constant  interchange  of  com- 
modities between  them.  The  merchants  of  New 
York  exchange  their  flour  with  the  merchants  of 
Savannah,  for  the  cotton  of  Georgia ;  but  no  du- 
ties can  be  imposed  on  the  exportation  of  the  one, 
or  the  importation  of  the  other ;  Congress  have  no 
power  on  the  subject,  can  make  no  regulations, 
oecause  no  regulations  are  required  or  permitted ; 
but  the  gentleman  supposes  that  the  relinquish- 
ment of  the  power  by  the  States,  of  regulating 
commerce  with  each  other  by  treatV)  gives  that 
power  to  Congress ;  a  reference  to  tne  condition 
of  the  States,  before  and  since  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution,  will  evince  the  error  of  this 
opinion. 

Under  the  Confederation,  Congress  had  no 
power  over  commerce ;  that  belonged  exclusively 
to  the  States ;  they  exercised  the  same  power  over 
imports  that  Congress  now  do ;  the  States  were, 
in  this  respect,  foreign  to  each  other,  and  to  se- 
cure an  equitable  exercise  of  this  power,  they  re- 
tained  the  power  of  making  treaties  with  each 
other,  subject  to  the  consent  of  Congress;  but 
when,  on  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  it  was 
agreed  to  grant  to  Congress  the  whole  power  over 
foreign  commerce,  and  it  was  stipulated  that  till 
imposts  should  be  uniform  throughout  the  United 
States,  and  duties  on  exports  were  prohibited,  the 
citizens  of  the  different  States  became,  with  re- 
gard to  foreign  commerce  and  commerce  among 
the  several  States,  one  people,  not  differing  in  this 
respect  from  the  citizens  of  a  single  government ; 
the  necessity  of  treaties,  therefore,  to  regulate  their 
commercial  intercourse,  was  superseded  by  the 
provisions  of  the  Constitution ;  the  power  became 
useless,  and  was,  therefore,  relinquished. 

The  object  of  thii  clause  of  the  Constitution  is 
merely  to  aid  the  execution  of  the  revenue  laws 
to  give  effect  to  the  powers  of  Congress  over  im- 
ports ;  the  duties  are  paid  at  the  ports  of  entry,  and 
then  circulate  freely  throughout  the  United  States. 
To  guard  the  revenue  from  invasion,  it  is  neces- 
sary that  fome  evidence  should  accompany  the 
goods  in  their  transportation  to  the  ports  of  deliv- 
ery, to  show  that  the  duties  are  paio^  and  in  case 
of  evasion  to  enable  the  revenue  oflicers  to  seize 
them ',  for  this  purpose,  manifests  and  permits  are 
granted,  on  the  production  of  which,  the  goods 
are  landed,  sold,  and  distributed  without  interrup- 
tion or  inquiry;  this  construction  preserves  the 
powers  of  the  two  governments  in  harmonious 
concord,  and  ^ives  efficacy  to  both ;  this  clause  of 
the  Constitution,  therefore,  furnishes  no  ground 
for  any  claim  to  a  power  bv  the  General  (£>vern- 
ment  over  the  internal  trade  of  a  State  or  of  the! 
tJnited  States,  or  to  any  power  subsidiary  or  in- 
cidental to  it. 


The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  derives  the 
power  of  Congress  to  make  roads,  from  the  gen- 
eral powers  of  Congress  in  the  same  section  ^*  to 
establish  post  offices  and  post  roads,"  and  '^to 
raise  and  support  armies." 

It  was  eviaently  intended  that  the  roadit  of  the 
States  should  be  used  for  every  purpose,  for  wfaich 
roads  should  be  wanted,  by  the  United  States;  bat 
in  case  it  should  become  necessary  to  establish  a 
correspondence  between  two  military  stations,  or 
other  public  places,  or  to  transport  an  anny,  bag- 
gage, or  cannon,  in  the  prosecution  of  a  miiitarj 
enterprise,  where  there  was  no  road,  the  power  to 
open  one  in  such  cases  would  result  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, as  necessary  to  the  execution  of  these 
powers;  but  this  is  an  exception  to  the  genenl 
power  of  the  States  over  the  subject  of  roads,  and 
furnishes  no  precedent  for  any  other  roads,  or  in 
any  other  cases,  much  less  for  the  exercise  of  a 
general  power  on  the  subject  of  internal  improve- 
ments. 

From  every  view  of  the  subject,  the  conclosica 
results  that  Congress  have  no  ^neral  power,  either 
by  express  grant,  or  necessary  implication,  over  the 
subject  of  internal  improvements;  bot  that  the 
power  is  exclusively  vested  in  the  State  govern- 
ments, subject  only  to  such  occasional  and  tran- 
sient exercises  of  particular  acts  by  the  General 
Government,  as  may  become  necessuy  in  the 
execution  of  its  legitimate  authority 

Butj  sir,  suppose  there  was  no  Constitntional 
objection  in  the  way  of  the  measure  now  proposed 
— ^in  my  judgment  it  would  be  inexpedient  to 
adopt  it;  the  only  plan  that  could  be  adopted 
without  offence,  would  be  to  make  appropriatioos 
for  this  purpose  among  the  States,  in  proportioD 
to  their  population,  which  would  only  oe  retors- 
ing  to  the  people  the  money  which  they  had  con- 
tributed to  the  public  Treasury,  and  which  tbey 
might  have  expended  on  the  subject  of  inieraal 
improvements,  without  the  expense  and  delay  of 
so  circuitous  a  circulation. 

Sir,  it  is  in  vain  to  expect  any  general  appro- 
priations; your  revenues  are  inadequate  to  the 
object ;  if  any  appropriations  are  made,  they  will 
be  local  and  partial ;  this  will  excite  jealoasy  and 
distrust  among  the  States;  will  engender  local 
prejudices,  and  impair  the  public  confidesce  in 
the  Greneral  Government ;  it  would,  indeed,  be  the 
apple  of  discord,  which  might,  in  its  eventnai  pro- 
gress, produce  more  mischief  than  the  conflagra* 
tion  ulTroy. 

Sir,  I  have  discharged  my  duty — my  arigament 
is  with  the  House. 
When  Mr.  Wood  had  concluded — 
Mr.  Farrblly,  of  Pennsylvania,  delivered  his 
sentiments  in  favor  of  the  bill.    When,  on  moCtoa 
of  Mr.  A.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  the  bill 
laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 


Tuesday,  January  28. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  theHousea  letter  fios a 
Committee  of  the  freehold  inhabitants  of  the  County 
of  Wayne,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  expessive 
of  an  opinion,  adverse  to  any  change  in  tnefcKin 
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of  goTemment  of  said  Territory ;  which  letter  was 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  to  amend  the  ordinance  and  acts  of  Con- 
gres  for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Mich- 
igao,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  GrOTemor  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
enclosing,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembl]f  of  Maryland,  a  copy  of  the  report 
of  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Executives 
of  Maryland  and  Virginia  to  survey  the  river  Po- 
tomac ;  which  letter  and  report  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is  commit- 
ted the  report  of  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Colombia,  of  the  last  session,  upon  the  subject  of 
the  oaTigation  of  said  river. 

Mr.  Hemphill  (by  leave  of  the  House)  presented 
a  memorial  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  on  the  part  of  the 
stockholders  of  the  said  bank,  statm|[  certain 
grieTtnces  under  which  they  labor,  arising  from 
defects  and  omissions  in  the  act  for  their  own  in- 
corporation ;  which  memorial  was  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  on  the  20th  instant,  on  the 
memorial  of  sundry  banks  of  Charleston,  in  the 
Sute  of  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  McLane,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
aitd  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1823 ; 
which  was  read  tvice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Walworth,  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  Mr.  Cannon's  resolution, 
directing  them  to  inquire  whether  the  Military 
Academjr  or  occasional  encampments  of  the  mili- 
tia would  tend  to  preserve  more  effectually  mili- 
^  knowledge  among  the  latter  ;  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Militia,  of  which 
Mr.  Cannon  is  chairman. 

The  House  took  up  the  resolution  yesterday 
snhmitted  by  Mr.  Rankin,  calling  for  information 
fespectlog  the  execution  of  the  Choctaw  Treaty, 
and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.McLANE,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  sapport  of  the  Navy  of  the  u  nited  States,  for 
ibeyear  1823;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.pLDMER,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the  Com- 
nuttee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  William  N.  £arie ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
^t  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  Tiz:  "An  act  to  authorize  the  purchase  of 
2  number  of  copies  of  the  sixth  volume  of  the 
Lawsof  the  United  States}"  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Ebenezer  Stevens,  and  others;"  "An  act  for 
tile  relief  of  Samuel  Walker,  and  others;"  "An 
Kt  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Wilcox ;" 
''An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
rf  James  McClung,  deceased ;"  "An  act  for  the 
ttlief  of  Samuel  Hodgdon;^'  and  "An  act  for  the 


relief  of  Samuel  F.  Hooker ;"— in  which  bills  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Walworth,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  allowing  to  officers  of  the  Army 
a  salary,  or  stated  sum  of  money  per  year,  instead 
of  pay  and  emoluments,  as  now  allowed  by  law, 
made  a  report  adverse  to  the  proposed  change; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CocK£  then  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
Monday  next,  move  for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
to  allow  officers  of  the  Army  a  salary  or  stated 
sum  of  money  per  year,  instead  of  pay  and  emol* 
uments  as  now  allowed  by  law. 

INDIAN  RESERVATIONS. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  delivered  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Landu,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petitions  of  William  Wilson,  Andrew 
Lacy,  Amos  Robertson,  Conelesky,  John  McNary,  and 
Joseph  Elliot,  formerly  of  the  Cherokee  nation  of  In- 
dians, but  now  within  the  State  of  Alabama,  praying 
that  certain  reservations  of  land,  made  by  treaty  to 
them  for  life,  and  in  fee  simple  to  their  heirs,  be  vested 
in  the  present  poaaessorn,  in  fee  simple,  report :  Here- 
tofore humanity  has  in  vain  extended  her  hand  to 
rescue  from  annihilation  whole  nations,  aborigines  of 
this  country.    As  we  have  increased,  they  have  dimin« 
iihed;  and,  while  they  have  disregarded  or  avoided 
our  arts  of  dvUixation,  they  have  s^ed  our  vices  with 
avidity,  by  which  they  have  wasted  away,  until  the 
very  names  of  national  once  powerful,  are  now  scarcely 
recollected  or  known.    While  thus' gradually  disap- 
pearing, they  have,  at  all  times,  since  the  discoveiy  of 
this  coimtry,  been  abundantly  supplied  with  miwiona- 
ries,  zealous  in  the  work  of  humanity  and  religion, 
who  have  constantly  presented  the  most  flattering  pic- 
tures of  their  sncoese  in  civilizing  and  christianizing 
them.    A  single  question,  the  answer  to  which  every 
one  is  prepared  to  make,  presents  a  most  melancholy 
commentary  on  these  reports  of  success.     Where  have 
been,  where  are  these  subjects,  trophies  of  your  victo- 
ries over  ignorance,  cruelty,  superstition,  and  barba- 
rism 1     Experience  has  long  since  proclaimed,  in  lan- 
guage too  strong  to  be  disregarded,  the  almost  total 
inefficiency  of  the  measures  heretofore  adopted,  for 
the  civilization  of  Indians,  and  most  strongly  mdicated 
the  necessity  of  adopting  a  different  policy.    Reason 
unites  with  ezperience  on  this  snlject    If  the  wilder- 
ness converts  to  savages  our  own  people,  in  defiance 
of  early  habits,  and  their  having  been  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  the  bosom  of  civilized  society,  can  we  expect, 
in  such  a  place,  to  change  the  man,  by  nature,  educa- 
tion, and  habit,  a  savage  1     Mere  occupancy,  without 
the  power  of  disposing  of  it,  is  too  slender  a  hold  on 
property  to  render  its  acquisition  desirable.    Custom, 
the  established  common  law  of  some  Indian  nations, 
deprives  the  parent  of  Uie  power  of  transmitting  to  his 
own  o&pring,  when  he  is  torn  from  them  by  death, 
any  property,  real  or  personal,  he  owned  while  living. 
Such  thmgs  necessarily  paralyze  the  arm  of  industry. 
The  example  one  individual  presents  to  another  in 
society,  and  an  honorable  competition  in  the  accumu- 
mnlation  of  property,  is  also  a  powerful  stimulus  to 
industry.    This  stimulus  can  never  be  felt  in  the  bo- 
som of  the  savage,  who  has  no  example  of  industry  to 
imitate,  no  competition  in  the  pursutt  of  wealth,  no 
paternal  feelings  to  gratify,  in  profiding  a  competency 
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for  his  children ;  bat  whoM  habitation  ia  the  wilder- 
ness, and  his  farm  the  chase.  The  only  instances 
among  Indians  of  a  desire  to  acccamulate  property, 
and  to  progress  in  civilization,  arc  found  connected 
with  ideas  of  separate  property,  received  from  oar  peo- 
ple, who  have  settled  among  them,  and  formed  matri- 
monial conneiions  with  them.  The  commissioners 
who  formed  the  treaties  by  which  these  reservations 
were  made,  appear  to  have  viewed  the  impossibility  of 
civilizing  Indians,  while  permitted  to  roam  through  an 
extensive  wilderness^  without  any  of  the  inducements 
to  industry,  which  spring  from  sepatate  property,  as 
demonstrated  by  experience ;  and  intending  to  stimu- 
late them  to  industry,  by  the  example  of  our  own 
citizens,  and  the  security  of  their  property ;  to  teach 
them  the  arts  of  civilization,  and  preserve  them  from 
that  destruction  which  has  attended  other  nations, 
made  these  reservations  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indian. 
To  those  attached  to  his  manner  of  living,  and  to  the 
Indian  himself,  the  condition  that  he  shall  forfeit  his 
land  if  he  abandons  it,  is  disagreeable;  but  the  incon- 
venience will  be  much  less  to  their  children,  educated 
with  difierent  habits,  than  to  the  original  possessor. 
But,  if  permitted  to  alien  these  estates,  is  it  not  highly 
probable  that  both  would  return  and  sink  into  the 
savage  statal  Your  Committee  are  not  prepared  to 
say,  until  it  is  at  least  tested  by  experience,  that  this 
new  course  of  policy,  adopted  by  the  commissioners 
making  these  reservations,  is  founded  in  error ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  we  believe  that  a  corrsspondent  policy, 
adopted  by  the  States  interested,  would  lead  to  an 
early  extinguishment  of  the  community  of  Indian  title, 
and  more  efiectualhfr  lead  to  their  civilization,  than  any 
measures  which  could  be  adopted.  Nor  are  we  pre- 
pared, at  this  time,  to  say  that  it  is  within  the  scope 
of  the  powers  of  Congress,  to  enlarge  the  life  estate  of 
the  present  possessor,  so  as  to  defeat  the  fee  simple 
right  already  vested  in  the  heirs* 

From  a  careful  examination  of  this  subject,  the  Com* 
mittee  have  agreed  to  recommend  to  the  House  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Resohed,  That  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  with- 
draw tiieir  several  petitions  and  accompanying  docu- 
mente. 

The  report  lies  on  the  table. 

THE  CASE  OP  JUDGE  TAIT. 

Mr.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the 
letter  and  accompanviDg  doccrments  of  Edwin 
Lewis,  containing  cnarges  against  the  official 
conduct  of  Judge  Tait,  a  district  judge  of  the 
United  States  for  the  Sta<e  of  Alabama,  made  a 
report  exonerating  the  said  jadge;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  letter  and  documento  of  Edwin  Lewis,  con- 
taining charges  against  the  official  conduct  of  Judge 
Tait,  a  district  judge  of  the  United  States  for  the  State 
*  of  Alabama,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
and  report : 

That,  as  far  as  it  is  their  duty  to  inquire,  they  find  no 
irregular  or  illegal  proceedings,  and  that  they  do  not 
form  any  ground  of  accusation  before  this  House. 

The  two  first  and  principal  charges  upon  which  the 
petitioner  relies  in  sustaining  his  application,  con- 
sist in : 


1st.  Refusing  to  permit  Edwin  Lewis  to  pnotio»i& 
his  court  as  an  attorney  at  law. 

2d.  In  using  insulting  language  and  geatores,  os 
the  bench,  towards  said  Lewis,  on  hia  ofiering  to 
qualify. 

It  sppears  that  the  petitioner  did  not  piesant  him- 
self before  the  court  in  the  usual  form,  with  the  evi- 
dence  of  his  qualification,  and  the  testinoBials  of  bis 
character — ^but  unceremoniously  ofibred  himself  to  the 
Clerk,  who  was  in  the  act  of  administering  the  oalh 
without  any  authorization,  or  even  notification  to  the 
Judge.  This  departure  from  ordinary  usage,  and  this 
want  of  respectful  attention,  was  constnieJ,  perhaps, 
into  an  act  of  rudeness,  and  might  have  been  repressed 
with  language  deemed  oflensive.  But,  with  regard 
to  the  second  charge,  it  does  not  appear  by  the  petition 
what  language  was  used,  or  gestures  employed ;  nor 
is  there  any  evidence  of  the  fact ;  and  there  is;»  aaorw- 
over,  the  negative  to  be  inferred  from  the  eertificafe  of 
the  Clerk,  in  his  silence  on  this  point.  It  appears  that 
the  Judge  refused  to  allow  him  to  qiialily»  statmg 
"  that  he  had  that  within  hia  own  breast*  whicfa  woaU 
exclude  him;"  and  this  constitutes  the  iojmy  of 
which  he  complains. 

The  District  Judge  makes  all  rulea  for  tha  govcra- 
ment  of  the  court,  which  includes  regulatioiis  lor  the 
admission  of  attorneys  and  counsellors  to  the  bar. 
These  rules  become  the  law  of  the  court,  and  are  ad> 
ministered  as  all  other  laws,  on  the  integrity  mod 
sound  legal  discretion  of  the  judge.  Admisnonto  the 
bar  is  not  a  natural  right,  but  a  right  to  be  acquired 
under  the  rules  and  usages  of  the  courts.  Thcae  re- 
quire the  party  to  daim  his  right,  upon  showing  legal 
and  moral  qualifications  to  the  satisfi^on  of  the  court ; 
and,  upon  this  showing,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  jadge  to 
ezerdse  his  best  judgment,  conscientiously,  Imt  freely. 
The  dignity  of  the  tribunals,  the  purity  of  the  bar,  the 
righto  of  the  people,  and  the  tranaaction  of  boMDcss, 
requires  this  to  be  done  firmly  and  fearlessly — respon- 
sible only  to  the  country  for  the  integrity  of  his  ratod, 
not  the  errors  of  his  judgment 

In  this  caae,  it  is  alleged,  that  the  Judge  has  evidsooe 
within  his  own  breast,  which  ought  to  azctode  him. 
If  this  fact  it  true,  it  is  dear  he  ahould  be  rcjeded. 
That  is,  if  a  fact  exists,  which  would  render  hia  unfit 
and  unworthy,  he  ought  not  to  be  admitted.  The 
culpability  of  the  Judge  must,  therefore,  dqiead  upon 
the  fahity  of  the  statement — ^that  foUity  cannot  from 
ita  nature  be  proven  or  inferred.  There  is  not,  in  this 
case,  any  evidence  of  ill-will,  hatred,  prejudice,  or  pas- 
sion, or  any  allegation  of  impure  motive,  whi^  is  net 
derived  from  this  event.  He  has  performed  this  dnty, 
as  all  others,  before  the  bar,  who  neither  wunt  in^ 
pendence  or  profossional  sympathy,  and  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  people,  who  would  frown  indignantly  upon 
an  act  of  injustice  or  oppresaien.  To  theee,  must 
be  added,  the  presumptions  ariaing  from  pmfnesioesl 
character,  ofilcial  dignity,  and  rel^ions 

The  Judge,  moreover,  in  these  personal 
upon  himself  an  undue  responsibility  ;  he  eneonnterr 
public  opinion,  he  expoees  himself  to  the  wicked  so- 
persions  and  bitter  persecution  of  eveiy  disappeinted, 
and  unworthy  candidate.     The  fear  of  dennnciaiise, 
and  the  dread  of  public  scrutiny,  of  which  this  case 
furnishes  an  example,  is  no  small  induoemena  to  rcisi 
the  rulea,  and  shrink  from  the  danger.    It  aronld  lo- 
quire  proof  of  some  strong  and  violent  cause  to  pn«ai2 
over  the  mind,  to  riolate  truth,  duty,  snd  coeieeisaea« 
We  see  no  reason  to  impeach  the  purity  of  the  aMti^e 
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r  doubt  the  troth  of  the  fact.  The  personal  know, 
edge  of  the  Judge,  i«  the  highest  evidence  to  him, 
ind,  having  that  evidence,  he  would  have  betrayed  his 
iscred  trust  to  have  admitted  him  to  the  bar. 

We  are  of  opinion,  that  the  law  has  imposed  on  the 
loorts  the  necessity  of  exercising  a  legal  and  salutary 
ftfcretion ;  and  that  thev  most  be  relied  on,  to  per^ 
>rm  it  faithfully.  We  do  not  admit  that  the  Judge 
lay  exclude  by  his  arbitrary  will,  and  his  mere  voli- 
ion;  he  must  exclude  under  the  rules  and  the  evi- 
ence  before  him.  When  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty, 
0  alleges  a  fact  to  exist,  sufficient  to  disqualify,  he 
oes  this  under  the  oath  of  office,  and  must  be  believed. 
t  would  imply  an  absurdity,  to  give  him  power  to  ad- 
lit,  upon  satisfactory  evidence,  and  not  the  right  to 
xclude,  upon  his  own  personal  knowledge.  We  are 
lot  latisfied  with  the  propriety  of  locking  up  this 
ecret  and  personal  knowledge  in  the  breast  of  the 
udge.  If  required,  it  was  due  to  the  party  to  state  the 
ict,  and  the  evidence  on  which  it  rested.  But  in  this 
ue,  it  does  not  appear  that  he  was  requested  to  dis- 
lose  the  grounds  of  his  objection ;  and  his  not  having 
one  K>,  rosy  have  arisen  from  motives  of  delicacy  to 
le  party. 

This  is  a  novel  case,  and  such  as  may  not  again 
ccuT.  The  law  invests  the  courts  with  the  power  of 
idmianon,  rejection,  and  dismission  of  attorneys ;  and, 
tven  whra  the  qualifications  are  prescribed  b^  kttv, 
hey  are  invested  with  the  power  to  decide  on  those 
nalifications :  the  right  to  admit  implies  the  right  to 
sject ;  and  the  power  of  dismission  is  a  much  larger 
xerdse  of  authority,  more  dangerous  to  the  liberty  of 
le  citizen,  but  indispensable  to  preserve  the  purity  of 
tie  bar.  The  exercise  of  this  jurisdiction  in  all  the 
(Utea,  for  a  great  number  of  years,  has  fully  tested 
tie  principle;  instances  of  injustice  or  oppression  have 
een  rare;  and  it  is  believed  the  responsibility  under 
hieh  it  is  exercised,  has  had  a  contrary  tendency — 
» relax  the  rule,  and  to  lower  the  sUndard  of  morals 
nd  merit  in  the  bar.  In  this  case  we  cannot  deny 
le  Judge  the  power  of  admission — we  cannot  impeach 
is  integrity — ^we  cannot  say  he  has  done  wrong, 
'he  Judiciary  is  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Govern- 
lent,  acting  under  the  same  obligations,  and  amena- 
le  to  us  waly  for  corruption,  misfeasance,  and  mal- 
tractiee— we  do  not  find  either  in  this  case.  It  is 
rue  that  such  a  pretence  might  be  seised  on,  by  an 
rtiul  and  wicked  judge,  for  the  purpose  of  oppression, 
tut  it  is  not  to  be  believed  without  evidence.  It  may 
ecome  an  inquiry,  how  far  an  important  right  and  a 
icrative  profession  should  be  left  to  the  will  or  the 
iscretion  of  any  individual,  or  how  §u  it  is  proper  to 
xpose  the  judges  to  a  duly  so  personal  and  delicate, 
nd  to  a  liability  so  serious. 

The  petitioner  has  gone  into  extensive  details  of 
odicial  conduct ;  and  his  other  charges  relate  to  or« 
'era,  decrees,  and  judgments,  rendered  in  court* 

Your  committee  have  not  inquired  into  the  regu- 
irity  or  legality  of  the  proceedings.  We  are  not  the 
ribunal  of  appeal — we  had  no  means  of  making  the 
iquiry  if  we  had  been  competent.  There  is  nothing 
>  show  that  there  is  even  error  in  them,  and,  upon 
le  face  of  the  charges  and  the  records,  there  is  no  ap- 
arent  irregularity  or  suspicion  of  corruption.  The 
arious  questions,  with  regard  to  jurisdiction,  owner- 
iiip,  capture,  condemnation,  and  possession,  will,  in 
ae  time,  be  brought  before  the  Supreme  Court,  the 
ily  competent  authority  to  decide  those  questions. 
The  principal    charge   relates  to  the  capture  of 


eighty-four  slaves,  in  which  two  diffi^rent  csptors  and 
the  owners  of  the  property  are  contending.  The  court 
has  rendered  judgment ;  an  appeal  has  been  taken, 
and  will,  in  due  time,  be  tried.  The  parties  know 
their  rights  and  will  pursue  their  remedies  in  the  usnal 
way.  It  is  stated  that  the  State  of  Alabama  interposed 
her  right  to  the  possession  of  the  slaves,  under  the 
laws  of  that  State,  pending  the  trial  of  the  cause,  and 
that  the  Judge  refused  to  deliver  them  up*  Your  com* 
mittee  have  no  knowledge  of  the  law,  under  which 
the  possession  was  claimed,  nor  of  the  rights  of  the 
Sute,  nor  the  ground  of  refusal.  There  is  a  legal 
remedy,  we  presume,  for  cases  of  this  kind.  But,  If 
an  application  to  this  House  could  be  proper,  it  would 
come  with  great  propriety  from  the  Governor  or  Rep- 
resentatives of  that  Stale. 

Your  committee  therefore  recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  Edwin  Lewis  have  leave  to  with- 
draw his  letter  and  documents. 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

THE  BEAUMARCHAIS  CLAIM. 

Mr.  Andrew  Stevenson,  from  the  coinmitt«e 
to  whom  was  referred  the  claim  of  the  heir  and 
representative  of  the  late  Caron  de  Beaumar- 
chais,  made  a  report  accompanied  by  a  bill  relft" 
tive  to  the  heirs  of  Pierre  Augustin  Caron  &t 
Beaumarchais.  Mr.  S.  made  the  usual  motion  to 
refer  the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
make  it  the  order  of  the  dav  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cambrelenq  said,  that  the  claim  referred 
to  in  this  bill  was  one  of  much  importance,  and 
every  favorable  report  of  a  committee,  though  it 
should  not  be  acted  upon  by  Congress,  would  have 
a  tendency  to  strengthen  the  claim.  It  was  due 
to  the  people  and  to  the  Government,  therefore — 
and  he  now  stated  that  he  believed  the  claim  to 
be  an  unfounded  one — that  it  should  be  acted  upoft 
at  the  present  session,  that  it  might  not  pees  over 
as  an  addition  to  the  alleged  proofs  in  favor  of 
the  claim.  He  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  with  this  view,  the  propriety  of  moving 
to  refer  the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  in  order  that  it 
might  be  subject  to  be  called  up  and  acted  upoUi 
that  the  report  may  not  be  used  at  the  next  ses- 
sion to  make  valid  this  claim,  which  Mr.  C.  said 
he  firmly  believed  to  be  an  unrighteous  one. 

Mr.  Stevenson  said  that,  acting  under  the 
instructions  of  the  committee,  he  did  not  feel  him- 
self authorized  to  change  the  course  which  he  had 
proposed  in  regard  to  the  bill.  It  was,  however, 
the  earnest  wish  of  the  applicants  in  this  case, 
and  it  was  his  own  wish,  that  the  subject  should 
be  investigated  at  the  present  session.  In  relation 
to  what  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Cambrbleng,)  who  was  one  of  the 
select  committee  on  the  subject,  an  opportunity 
would  be  afforded  to  him,  at  the  proper  time,  of . 
expressing  his  views  of  the  subject.  That  gen- 
tleman, it  was  true,  had  opposed  the  bill,  but  a 
majority  of  the  committee  were  in  favor  of  it: 
and,  when  the  subject  was  fairly  before  the  Housei 
he  (Mr.  S.)  should  have  pleasure  in  meeting  the 
gentleman  in  argument  on  the  question,  and  sus- 
taining the  report  in  favor  of  the  claim. 
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Mr.  Cambreleno  said,  he  had  no  wish  to  give 
an  unusual  direction  to  the  bill ;  and  as  he  sup- 
posed that,  from  the  interest  of  the  subject,  the 
•committee  would  be  able  to  get  it  considered  by 
the  House  at  any  time,  Mr.  C.  withdrew  his  oppo- 
jsition  to  the  course  proposed  to  be  eiven  to  it. 

Mr.  Wright  objected  to  the  bul  being  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow.  It  is  due,  said 
he,  to  the  importance  of  the  subject,  to  the  magni- 
tude of  the  claim,  to  our  predecessors  who  hare 
steadily  resisted  this  claim^  and  to  the  character 
of  the  Qoyernment,  that  it  should  be  maturely 
considered.  He  wished  therefore*  that  it  should 
be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  a  more  distant 
day  than  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  suggested  that  the  making  it  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow  was  a  mere  nom- 
inal assignment  of  its  place  in  the  order  of  busi- 
ness— there  being  at  least  an  hundred  and  fifty 
cases  on  the  docket  which  would  hare  preference 
over  it. 

Mr.  A.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  refer  the 
bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union.  It  was  proper,  he  said,  that  questions 
of  national  concern  should  take  that  course.  This 
subject  was  of  that  nature,  and  more  especially 
so,  since  the  Government  of  France  bad  urged  it 
on  the  attention  of  the  United  States. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Smyth's  mo- 
tion, and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  a  major- 
ity of  two  or  three  votes. 

The  report  is  as  follows  : 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to 
the  heirs  of  Pierre  Augnstin  Caron  de  Beaumar- 
chaisy  report : 

That  this  claim  has  been  so  frequently  under  the 
consideration  of  Congress,  and  so  long  the  subject  of 
general  interest  and  inqairy,  that  the  committee  deem 
it  unnecessary  to  enter  into  a  minute  detail  of  all  the 
iacts  and  circumstances  connected  with  it ;  more  etpe* 
cially,  as  there  have  been  several  reports  heretofore 
made  by  committees  of  this  House,  to  whom  the  sub* 
ject  was  referred,  to  which  your  committee  now  beg 
leave  to  refer,  and  respectfully  request  that  the  same 
may  be  considered  as  forming  a  part  of  the  present  re- 
port. These  detailed  reports,  with  the  documento 
which  accompany  them,  it  is  believed,  present  such  a 
view  of  the  case  as  will  enable  the  House  to  judge 
fairly  of  its  merits;  the  committee  will,  therefore,  con- 
tent themselves  with  presenting  the  general  result  of 
their  investigation,  rather  than  the  reasoning  and  ar- 
'  guments  by  which  that  result  has  been  obtained. 

The  present  application,  on  the  part  of  Mrs.  Euge- 
nia Beaumarchais  Delarae,  (the  daughter  of  the  late 
Caron  de  Beaumarchais,)  is  for  the  sum  of  one  million 
of  livres,  (equal  to  $185,186  18,)  besides  interest, 
which  is  alleged  has  been  improperly  deducted  from 
the  account  of  her  father  against  the  United  States,  in 
•  the  final  settlement  at  the  Treasury,  in  the  year  1805. 
This  settlement  Lb  admitted  to  be  conclusive  between 
the  representative  of  Beaumarchais  and  this  Govern- 
ment, except  as  to  this  million  of  livres,  claimed  by 
the  United  States  as  a  credit  against  the  admitted 
balance  of  Beaumarchais'  account.  The  right  to  dis- 
count this  million  is  maintained,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  upon  the  ground  that  it  was  one  of  the 


three  millions  of  livres  admitted  (on  the  contract  ca- 
tered into  on  the  25th  of  February,  1783,  between  t^ 
Count  Vergennes  and  Doctor  Franklin)  to  have  been 
gratuitously  given,  before  the  treaty  of  1778,  by  the 
King  of  France  to  the  American  Government,  as  aid 
and  subsidy ;  that  it  was  received  by  Beanmarchais  on 
the  10th  day  of  June,  1776,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  he  is  bound  to  account  lor 
its  application  to  the  American  Government,  or  stand 
chargeable  with  its  amount 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  two  qnesdons 
only  arise  in  this  case  which  are  necessary  at  this  time 
to  be  considered  and  decided ;  the  first  is,  whether  the 
one  million  of  livres  admitted  to  have  been  received  hj 
Beaumarchais  in  June  1776,  was  one  of  the  three  mii- 
lions  given  by  France  to  America,  and  naenttoned  is 
the  contract  of  1783;  end,  secondly,  if  so,  whether  it 
was  received  by  Beaumarchais,  as  the  agent  of  the 
United  States,  and  used  by  him  in  procuring  the  arou 
and  supplies  furnished  to  the  United  States,  aad 
charged  in  his  account  against  them. 

As  the  amount  of  Beaumarchais'  account  is  adnut- 
ted  to  be  just,  by  the  settlement  at  the  Treasaiy,  ia 
1805,  this  Government  must  sustain,  by  proof,  bodi 
the  foregoing  propositions  before  it  can  rightfuUj  dm- 
count  this  million ;  and  if  they  fail  in  making  good 
the  discount,  it  follows  that  the  million  is  still  due  io 
the  heirs  of  Beaumarchias,  and  ought  to  be  paid. 

The  first  point  is  very  clearly  made  oat,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee.  They  are  satisfied  that  the 
million  of  livres  paid  to  Beaumarchais  on  the  10th  of 
June,  1776,  was  one  of  the  three  millions  mentioned 
in  the  preamble  to  the  contract  of  1783,  aad  that  it 
was  received  by  Beaumarchais  from  the  King  of 
France,  to  be  used  in  some  secret  service  connected 
with  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  and  to  aid 
them  in  their  contest  with  Great  Britain. 

The  testimony  and  circumstances  in  the  cace  calah- 
Itsh  conclusively  these  faeii;  but,  upon  the  aeoond 
point,  it  is  equally  dear  to  your  committee   that  the 
evidence  does  not  warrant  the  opinion  that  it  waa  used 
by  Beaumarchais,  under  any  obligation  of  aooonniiog^ 
for  it  to  us,  or  Pit  the  purpose  of  procnring  tbe  anus 
and  supplies  furnished  by  him  to  the  United  Sutaa, 
and  charged  in  his  account ;  on  the  contraijp  they  axe 
satisfied  that  this  million  was  paid  by  the  French 
Monarch  to  Beaumarchaii,  as  his  confidential  agent, 
for  some  secret  political  purpose,  connected  no  donbt 
with  the  American  causey  and  intended  to  be   apphed 
secretly,  and  in  such  manner  as  he  shonld  direct ;  that 
this  was  accordingly  done,  and  in  a  short  period  of 
time  after  its  receipt. 

That  this  million  was  not  received  by  Bemaiaa/- 
chaii,  as  the  agent  of  the  United  States*  but  as  the 
secret  confidential  agent  of  the  French  Govenuaent. 
your  committee  cannot  doubt ;  that  he  was  reaponsible 
only  to  his  own  Government,  and  not  acoonntable  to 
ours,  they  have  as  little  doubt ;  nor  can  they  aee  with 
what  propriety  or  justice  this  act  of  confidence,  on  the 
part  of  Louis  XVI,  can  or  ought  to  be  seised  on  bj 
this  Government,  and  msde  an  set  of  rnia  towards 
this  generous  and  distinguiibed  foreigner,  or  his  orphan 
daughter. 

The  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion    that  tbe 
American  Government  ia  not  entitled  to  o&et  tiuf 
million ;  that  the  evidence,  both  upon  legal  and   eqm- 
table  principles,  not  only  falls  short  in  sustaining  the 
right,  but  it  ia  wholly  insufficient  to  raise  even  a  weU 
founded  presumption  that  it  was  used  bj  fieaanai- 
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diitt  in  toy  way  to  Aathorize  thti  Government  to 
debit  hin  with  the  amount,  or  hold  him  responsible 
for  iu  tppiication. 

This  opinion  ofyonr  committee  has  not  been  hastily 
£)nned;  the  interesting  and  important  character  of  the 
cliiiB,  originating  in  transactions  immediately  con- 
ocded  with  oor  RoTolationary  struggle  and  indepen- 
dcacp,  snd  attended  with  such  peculiar  circumstances, 
iaduced  your  committee  to  give  it  a  patient  and  thor- 
on^h  inTsstigation ;  and  they  feel  all  that  confidence 
in  tiM  lesolt  of  their  labors  which  the  most  diligent 
asnisttion  and  impartial  consideration  can  give. 

Tfasj  thereibre  recommend  tliat  provision  be  made 
bj  law  for  the  payment  of  one  million  of  livres,  with 
interest,  to  the  daughter  of  Beanmarehais,  and  for  that 
pirpose  they  ask  leave  to  report  a  bill. 

JOHX   POLEREZSKY. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Herbick,  the  House  resum- 
ed tite  consideration  of  the  report  made  at  the  last 
session,  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  John  Pole- 
rezskjr.  The  report,  and  the  petitioner's  papers, 
haring  again  been  read — 

Mr.  Herrick  moved  to  strike  out  from  the  res- 
olation  annexed  to  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  the  word 
"  Ml,''  so  as  to  reverse  the  report. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  debate,  in  which 
Messrs.  Herrick,  Mallaby,  Rhea,  Wright. 
All£5j  of  Massachusetts,  Little,  Hill,  and 
Rno,  of  Maryland,  engaged,  in  whtbh  a  good 
deal  of  earnestness  and  ieeCng  were  displayed,  in 
behalf  of  this  individual,  the  peculiarity  of  whose 
case  is^  tiiat  he  was  a  soldier,  not  in  the  Ameri- 
can an&)r,  but  in  the  French  auxiliary  army. 

^iully,  the  report  was  reversed,  and  the  com- 
mittee was  instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  petitioner. 

RETOLUnONARY  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  con- 
^rning  Revoiutionarv  pensions. 

%  Trimble  wisned  to  know  what  was  the 
pressii^  necessity  for  taking  up  this  particular  bill 
iQ  preference  to  other  bills  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cocke  explained  that  this  bill  contemplates 
pro7iding  for  those  persons  whose  applications  to 
tAe  War  Department  for  Revolutionary  pensions 
^^c  reject^  in  consequence  of  the  largeness  of 
their  property  and  who  have  since  become  poor 
indeei  The  bill  proposes  to  authorize  an  exam- 
ination into  their  claims  agreeablv  to  the  rules 
i^itt  down  by  law,  and  to  do  away  tne  effect  of  an 
opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  (which  Mr.  C. 
contended  was  contrary  to  the  actual  laws)  which 
aeterinines  that,  when  a  claim  for  a  pension  is 
once  rejected,  no  circumstance  will  justify  a  re- 
uammation  of  it.  He  added,  that  a  bill  on  the 
^uject,  precisely  similar  to  this,  passed  this 
«o«se  at  the  last  session,  by  a  large  majority. 
liie-lih  of  March  is  the  day  of  semi-annual  pay- 
ment of  pensions,  and,  if  the  bill  be  not  soon  act- 
^  on,  its  effect  will  be  postponed  for  six  months 
longer.      • 

tk  k  ^^^^'^''B  waived  his  objection  to  taking  Vf 
^•s  bill ;  observing,  however,  that,  after  giving 


way  to  so  many  other  subjects,  the  House  would 
not  be  surprised  if  the  friends  to  the  bill  for  the 
repair  of  tne  Cumberland  road  should  to-morrow 
press  its  consideration  on  the  House. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  Mr.  Cocke's  bill. 

Mr.  Taylob  moved  to  amend  the  third  section  of 
the  bill,  by  inserting  at  the  end  thereof  the  follow- 
ing words :  "  That  all  other  pensions  hereafter  to 
be  allowed  shall  commence  from  the  time  of  com- 
pleting the  testimony." 

On  this  proposition,  the  motives  and  object  of 
which  were  explained  at  large  by  Mr  Taylor,  a 
debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Taylor,  Cocke, 
HoBART,  Reeo,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mallary, 
engaged. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House.       ' 

Mr.  Cannon  then  proposed  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  adding  thereto  the  following  section  by  way  of 
amendment : 

"And  be  it  further  enaetedy  That  the  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers,  and  privates,  soldiers  of  the 
Revolutionary  war,  who  shall  have  performed  service 
to  the  amount  of  nine  months,  in  one  or  more  tours 
of  duty  in  militia  service,  shall  also  be  placed  on  the 
pension  roll  of  the  United  States,  under  the  same 
rales  and  regulations  and  restrictions,  and  shall  be  en- 
titled to  the  same  bounty  from  the  Government,  that 
is  or  may  be  extended  to  those  who  served  in  the  re- 
gular or  continental  army." 

Mr.  Cannon,  in  support  of  his  amendment, 
made  some  observations ;  this,  Mr.  C.  observing, 
not  beingr  the  first  time  a  similar  proposition  to 
amend  tnis  bill,  had  been  made  by  him.  He, 
however,  felt  himself  bound,  by  considerations 
which  he  deemed  important  to  the  interest  of  the 
country,  not  to  make  any  discrimination  in  the 
citizens  of  this  nation ;  all,  who  embarked  their 
fortunes  in  their  country's  defence,  militia  as  well 
as  regulars,  having  borne  an  equal  share  of  danger, 
fatigue,  dec,  incident  to  war.  He  called  upon 
gentlemen  to  show  some  good  reason  why  the 
militia  of  the  country  should  not  be  entitled  to 
the  confidence  and  liberality  of  their  country,  and 
why  a  discrimination  was  to  be  made  in  favor  of 
the  regulars  ?  Mr.  C.  urged  further  arguments  to 
prove  the  propriety  of  this  amendment. 

Mr.  Cocke  conceived  this  proposition  to  be  a 
new  principle,  to  which  he  was  not  disposed  to  ac- 
cede. He  thoueht  the  gentleman  offering  the 
amendment  had  better  propose  it  in  the  shape  of 
a  distinct  bill  for  the  militia,  dtc. 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by 
striking  therefrom  the  words  '^nine  months,  in 
one  or  more  tours  of  duty  in  militia  service,"  and 
insert  in  lieu  thereof  "  nine  months,  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  Revolutionary  war." 

Mr.  Cannon  opposed  this  amendment. 

Mr.  Wrigbt  also  spoke  upon  the  question. 

Mr.  Rhea  then  modified  his  amendment,  by 
substitutinff  three  instead  of  nine  months,  and 
again  explained  his  motives  for  so  doing.  He 
spoke  at  some  length  on  the  signal  services  render- 
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ed  by  the  militia  ia  the  war  of  the  Revolation, 
eitiDg  instances,  and  contended  for  the  adoption 
of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Hardin  and  Mr.  Keyes  respectively  spoke 
on  the  subject,  both  opposed  to  the  amendments. 

After  Mr.  Cannon  had  again  spoke  in  support 
of  his  amendment,  and  repeated  his  desire  to  in- 
corporate the  militia  in  the  bill,  that  the  benefits 
of  the  GoYemment  might  also  reach  them — 

Mr.  Reed,  of  Maryland,  said  he  wished  to  give 
a  history  of  the  services  of  the  militia  of  those 
times  to  which  the  amendment  and  bill  referred ; 
but,  it  being  now  late,  he  could  not  think  of  troub- 
ling the  House  to  hear  it. 

To  give  Mr.  Reed  an  opportunity  to  deliver  his 
sentiments,  Mr.  Cocke  moved  that  the  House  now 
adjourn. 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ajgreeing  to 
the  amendment,  and  was  determined  in  the  neg- 
ative. 

The  question  occurred  on  the  adoption  of  the 
original  amendment ;  which  was  also  lost. 

Mr.  Taylor  then  rose  to  renew  the  amend- 
ment which  he  had  offered  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  feeling  it  to  be  his  duty  so  to  do,  and  con- 
sidering that  3ie  interests  of  the  country  demand- 
ed it,  £c.  He  entered  more  fully  into  the  nature 
and  operation  of  the  renewed  amendment,  and  ex- 
plained the  motives  which  actuated  him  to  press 
It  upon  the  consideration  of  the  House  again. 

Mr.  Hardin,  aAer  some  remarks,  renewed  the 
motion  for  adjournment ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  4. 


Wednesday,  January  29. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  South  Carolina, 
Joel  R.  Poinbett,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  ^nting  to  the  Corpora- 
tion of  the  citv  of  Mobile,  m  the  State  of  Alabama, 
certain  lots  or  ground  in  the  said  city ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Plumer,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  sup- 
plementary to  the  act.  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend 
the  judicial  system  or  the  United  States ;"  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Catharine  Hayre,  for  a  divorce ;  which  was  read, 
and  the  resolution  therein  submitted  was  concur^ 
red  in  by  the  House,  that  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioner ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  F.  JoBNBON,  from  the  Comfnittee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  John  Burgin,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to 
authorize  his  discharge  from  imprisonment;  which 
bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Charles  M.  Collyer ;  whereupon,  it  was 


ordered  that  the  report  and  petition  be  recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  with  additional 
testimony  this  day  adduced. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  pe- 
tition of  the  assignees  of  Michael  Baer ;  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaniry. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  placing  Peier  Le 
Cleer,  a  soldier  of  the  French  armv,  who  served 
during  the  Revolutionary  war,  on  the  roll  of  pen- 
sioners. 

Mr.  RcoQLfis  submitted  the  foUowin^  resola- 
tion,  which  was  read,  and  laid  on  Ihe  table  oae 
day,  under  the  rule : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutci 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  Hooee  such  iiifonu- 
tioD,  not  heretofore  eommunicated  to  CongKaii^  ai  he 
may  possess,  in  relation  to  the  progress  made  bj  the 
commiasioners  under  the  sixth  and  seventh  artidet  of 
the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  in  ascertaining  and  caCabtiaiuBg 
the  boundary  line  between  the  United  Stairs  and  tiie 
British  provinces  described  in  the  said  articles ;  sad 
whether  any  map  of  said  boundary  has  been  made  and 
returned  by  the  commissioners;  whether  they  bsTv 
had  any  meetings  within  the  last  year;  and  how 
much,  and  what  part  of  said  line,  has  been  settled  aad 
established,  or  surveyed  since  the  first  day  of  Jsnaajy, 
1822 ;  and  within  what  time  the  duties  of  the  said 
commissions  may  probably  be  completed : 

And  that  the  President  be  further  reqnealed  to  in- 
form this  House,  whether  any,  and  what,  measmef 
have  been  taken  under  the  fourth  article  of  th«  treaty 
with  Spain,  of  the  22d  February,  1819,  for  fixing  the 
bonndary  line  described  in  the  third  article  of  Ihe  bit 
mentioned  treaty ;  and  whether  any  part  of  the  said 
line  has  been  fixed  and  designated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sterling,  of  New  York,  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject  of 
the  military  road  leading  from  Plattsbur^  to  Sack- 
ett's  Harbor,  was  referred  to  the  Cooaintttee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  with  instructions  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  makine  an  appropriaiioa 
for  the  completion  of  said  road. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lathrop,  the  Coinmittee  <» 
Revisai  and  Unfinished  Business  were  directed  tc 
consider  the  expediency  of  continuing  in  force  for 
a  further  time,  an  act,  passed  4th  February,  1833^ 
entitled  ^  An  act  revivrng  and  extending^  the  tiuK 
allowed  for  the  redemption  of  land  sold  for  direct 
taxes  in  certain  cases." 

The  Committee  on  Commerce  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
the  syndics  of  the  creditors  of  George  T.  Phillip?, 
and  the  petition  was  referred  to  the  First  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury. 

The  Speaker  communicated  to  the  Hoose  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  trans- 
mitting a  statement  of  payments  made  at  clie 
Treasury  for  the  discharge  of  miscellaneous  daims. 
not  otherwise  provided  for  during  the  year  1^; 
a  statement  ox  contracts  and  purchases  made  iy 
collectors  for  the  revenue  serrice  during  the  ffsr 
1821;  a  statement  of  contracts  made  relatifeto 
the  oil,  lighthouses,  beacons,  buoys,  stairages. 
dtc. ;  a  statement  of  expenditures,  on  accouni  ol 
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sick  and  disabled  seameo,  for  the  year  1821 ;  which 
ivere  ordered  to  lie  oq  the  table. 

The  following  bills  receiTed  from  the  Senate 
weresercrally  read  twice,  and  committed  :  A  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Samuel  F.  Hooker ;  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Samnel  HodgdoA ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
liie  legal  representatives  of  James  McClung,  de- 
cosed ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  i^aeph 
Wilcox ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Walker, 
aod  others ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
Ebeoczer  Stephens ;  and  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
parebase  of  a  number  of  copies  of  the  6th  voiume 
of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Chambers,  of  Ohio,  submitted  for  consider- 
ation the  following  resolution : 

Sitohedt  That,  for  thm  rMDuiider  of  the  present  set- 
•itts,  the  regalsr  hmnr  for  the  meetiBg  of  this  Hoass 
iM  be  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  this  resolve  was 
determiaed  in  the  affirmative,  63  to  62. 
So  the  House  hereafter  meets  at  11  o'clock. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 

Mr.  A.  Smtth,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to  re- 
some  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  pro- 
cured sarreys  and  estimates  for  certain  roads  and 

caaaJs. 

Mr.  Cocke  wished  to  make  a  remark  upon  this 
motioo,  if  in  order. 

The  SPBAKfiR  informed  him  that  questions  of 
priority  of  business  are  not  debateable. 

Mr.  CocKE  then  asked  if  it  would  be  in  order 
10  require  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question? 
Bejo^  answered  in  the  affirmative,  he  required 
(^yeas  and  nays  to  be  taken,  and  they  were 
ordered  accordingly. 

The  following  was  the  result  of  the  vote  by 
feas  and  nays :  For  taking  up  the  bill,  42 ;  against 
It,  111, as  follows: 

TiAt—Meeers.  Alien  of  Tennessee,  Barttow,  Bayly, 
MicUedge,  Breckenridge,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cham- 
l«n,Colden,  Conkling,  Cothbert,  Dnrfee,  Eddy,  Ed- 
wardi  of  Pennsylvsnia,  Gebhard,  Hamtlton,  Hemp- 
hill, HaUMid,  JackM>D,  LitUe,  MeKim,  MatUck,  Mer- 
cer>  Heore  of  AUbaaas,  Nesle,  Nelson  of  Maryland, 
NemoB,  PtttsfMii  of  Pennsylvania,  Rankin,  Roehes- 
ff  listen,  daonden,  Scott,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander 
^yth,  W.  Smith,  J.  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Swan, 
TtUaall,  Trimble,  Udiee,  and  Whipple-42. 

'^^^■— Measrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Mas- 
i^hoaetti,  Archer,  Ball,  Barber  of  Connecticttt,  Bar* 
^  of  Ohio,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Baylies,  Borland, 
Brown,  Bachaoan,  Burrows,  Butler,  Cambreleng, 
^UBpbeU  of  New  York,  Cannon,  Cassedy,  Cocke, 
^ner,  Cook,  Crafts,  Caahman,  Dane,  Darlington, 
^^ht,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North 
Ctrofiat,  FindUy,  Floyd,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Garnctt, 
^er,  Gist,  Gorham,  Gross,  Hardin,  Harris,  Harvey, 
Uiwb,  Hemek,  HiU,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Ingham,  F. 
^>«m,  i.  T.  Johnson,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Jones  of 
y^Hiaia,  Keyee,  Lathrop,  Leftwieh,  Lincoln,  Litch- 
wM.  McCarty,  McCoy,  McLane,  McNeill.  McSherry, 
^«7i  Mitson,  Mattocks,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Penn- 
•ylvanii,  IfoDtgomery,  Morgan,  Murray,  Patteraon 
^  New  York,  PhUlips,  Pienoa,  Pitcher,  Plnmer  of 
•^«w  Hampahire,  Plnmer  of  Pennsylvania,  Reed  of 


Masaaehuaetts,  Reed  of  Maryland,  Reid  of  Georgia, 
Rhea,  Rich,  Ross,  Ruggles,  Rose,  RusseU;  Sergeant, 
Sloane,  J.  8.  Smith,  Spencer,  Sterling  of  Connecti- 
cut, A.  Stevenson,  Stoddard,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tod, 
Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Up- 
ham,  Vance,  Van  Rensselaer,  Walker,  Walworth, 
White,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Ca- 
rolina, Williamson,  Wilson,  Wood,  Woodcock,  Wood- 
son and  Wright — 111. 
So  the  House  refused  to  take  up  the  bill. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  (the  bill 
to  amend  the  Revolutionary  Pension  Act)  being 
announced — 

Mr.  Ton  moved  that  the  House  do  in  prefer- 
ence resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  the  more  effectual  protection  of 
manufactures,  (new  tariff  ^ill.) 

The  question  being  taken  on  this  motion,  it 
was  neffatived — 84  votes  to  61. 

The  House  then  again  resumed  the  considera* 
tion  of  the  bill  to  amend  the  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sion act. 

The  discussion  of  Mr.  Taylor's  amendment, 
which  was  under  consideration  when  the  House 
yesterday  adjourned,  was  resumed. 

The  tnird  section  of  the  bill  is  as  follows : 

"That  pensions,  granted  upon  other  and  different 
achedolea  than  those  heretofore  exhibited  by  the  tame 
applicants,  shall  commence  from  the  time  such  ache* 
dules  shall  be  filed  in  court :  Providtdy  That  no  pen- 
sion, under  this  act,  shall  commence  before  the  pas- 
sage thereof." 

Mr.  Taylor  proposed  to  amend  it  by  adding 
thereto  the  following : 

"  That  all  other  pensions  hereafier  to  bo  allowed, 
shall  commence  from  the  time  of  completing  the  tes- 
timony." 

Those  who  to-day  engaged  in  the  discussion  of 
the  bill,  were  Messrs.  Taylor,  Reed,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Walker,  Tracy,  Golden,  Tomlinson, 
and  Whipple. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment,  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative;  and,  thus 
amended,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time. 

THE  NEW  TARIFF  BILL. 

Mr.  Ton  then  again  moved  that  the  House  do 
go  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  with  a  view  to  take  up  the  bill 
for  the  more  effectual  protection  of  manufactures. 
The  motion  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
was  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Tomlinson  was  called  to 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  Stbwart  moved  then  to  take  up  the  Cum- 
berland Road  bill,  which  had  been  referred  to  the 
same  committee;  but,  upon  suggestion  of  some 
persons  feeling  an  interest  in  that  bill,  Mr.  S.  with« 
drew  his  motion. 

On  the  question  to  take  up  the  Manufactures 
bill,  the  vote  was  82  to  54. 

8o  the  bill  was  taken  up;  and  the  first  section 
having  been  read — 

Mr.  Cambrelbno  rose  and  said,  that,  whatever 
feelings  might  prevail  in  the  House  in  regard  to 
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4his  bill,  he  presumed  the  Hoase  woald  not  pre- 
sume to  act  upon  the  bill  without  some  minute 
information  as  to  the  effect  of  its  provisions  upon 
the  present  rates  of  duty,  &c.  The  Committee  of 
Manufactures  had,  indeed,  presented  a  statement 
upon  the  subject,  which  hadfbeen  printed,  but  Mr. 
C.  proceeded  to  state  the  reasons  why  it  was,  in 
his  opinion,  not  to  be  relied  upon ;  one  of  which 
was,  that  it  stated  the  amount  of  duty  on  wool- 
lens, proposed  by  this  bill,  to  be  thirty  per  cent., 
when  in  fact,  by  fixing  a  minimum  price  at  which 
they  shall  be  yalued,  (eighty  cents  per  yard,)  the 
lowest  descriptions  of  plains  univenally  worn  by 
the  poor,  would  be  taxed  93^  per  cent,  amounting 
to  a  prohibitory  duty.  If  it  was  the  will  of  a  ma- 
jority of  this  House  that  the  nation  should  be 
charged  with  the  support  of  this  branch  of  indus- 
try^ he  must  be  content  to  be  in^the  minority ;  but, 
before  either  majority  or  minority  could  act  upon 
the  subject,  it  was  necessary  they  should  under- 
stand it.  He  invited  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, therefore,  to  withdraw  the  statement  he 
had  presented,  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  it.  If 
not,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  should  present  to  the  House 
a  statement  which  he  had  made,  better  entitled  to 
its  confidence.  He  did  not  impute  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  any  intention  to  deceive  the 
House;  the  gentleman  himself  had  prolMibly  been 
deceived  bv  those  who  ^ve  him  the  information, 
who  well  knew  that  this  provision  would  be  an 
absolute  prohibition  of  the  importation  of  a  large 
class  of  woollen  goods. 

Mr.  Ton,  of  Pennsylvania,  observed,  that  he 
was  not  disposed  to  take  the  advice  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pfew  York,  (Mr.  Cambreleng,)  and 
withdraw  the  bill  for  the  reasons  given ;  that  the 
proceeding  was  a  novel  one,  and  this  call  for  in- 
formation by  the  gentleman,  not  because  he  want- 
ed it  himself,  but  because  he  thought  he  could 
give  it  to  others — that  there  could  be  no  ^tting 
on  with  business,  if  such  reason  was  sufficient  to 
stop  its  progress.  It  may  every  day  happen  that 
a  gentleman,  not  a  member  of  the  committee,  in- 
troducing a  bill,  may  know  more  of  a  subject  than 
the  committee  themselves;  and  as  possible  it  may 
be  for  a  gentleman  to  suppose  himself  capable  of 
setting  right  the  ignorance  of  others,  in  a  matter 
known  as  well  to  tbem  as  to  himself.  Mr.  T.  said, 
that  the  duties  proposed  on  the  coarse  foods 
pointed  out  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Cambreleng,)  were  supposed  by  the  com- 
mittee to  amount  to  a  prohibition,  and  so  intend- 
ed. Mr.  T.  said,  that,  on  the  part  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Manufactures,  he  would  attempt  a  brief 
exposition  of  the  reasons  which  weighed  with  them 
in  proposing  an  increase  of  duties  on  some  foreign 
articles. 

It  was  not  solely  nor  chiefly  for  the  benefit 
of  the  manufacturer,  that  they  wished  to  give 
an  efficient  preference  to  domestic  industry,  at 
least  as  far  as  respects  articles  of  common  indis- 

Sensable  use,  the  materials  of  which  are  the  pro- 
uct  of  our  own  soil.  He  would  not  say  that  all 
Earts  of  the  country  were  equally  interested,  but 
e  believed  that,  while  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
were  of  vital  importance  to  some  great  sections  of 


the  country,  they  could  never  be  injurioos  to  the 
interest  of  any  part. 

We  possess,  said  Mr.  T.,  the  materials,  ioei- 
haustibie,  of  iron,  lead,  ^lass,  and  the  almost  oo- 
limited  means  of  producing  wool,  hemp,  flax,  and 
cotton,  and  surplus  provisions  to  feedworkmeD 
enough  to  supply  manufactures  for  a  wfade  eoo- 
tinent.  Yet,  disregarding  all  these  adfantiges, 
we  have  paid,  or  must  pav,  to  foreicn  Ditions^  for 
the  last  two  years,  taking  both  together,  one  being 
probably  a  year  of  importation  aooot  as  far  abore, 
as  the  other  has  been  below,  the  common  arerage- 

For  woollen  manafsctores  -  $19,044,014 

Cotton            do.          •        -  -  14,716,613 

Linen             •             ...  6,084,^ 

Hemp,  and  manafictaras  of  it  -  3,898^ 

Iron,  and  mano&ctures  of  iron  -  8,S59,6M 

Lead,  and  mana&ctares  of  lead  -  1,10^941 

Glass  and  earthen  ware       •  -  2,354,069 


Average  for  one  year 


f65,453^1 
$27,7W,975 


Exceeding,  by  above  eight  millions  of  dollars,  tfae 
yearly  expenses  of  Government,  and  the  iotoest 
of  the  national  debt — and  which  sum  is  exdosin 
of  all  re-exportations.  This  enormoos  trikte, 
said  Mr.  T.,  we  pav  for  articles  that  ve  mi^i 
have  at  home  witnout  any  coat  totheoadoa— 
articles,  to  the  composition  of  which,  a  portion  of 
the  cottons  excepted,  not  one  shred  nor  particle 
goes  from  our  country,  fabricated  by  workmen 
who  are  not  permitted  to  eat,  drink,  or  wear,  any 
produce  of  our  soiL  And  we,  robbed  of  ourmo- 
ney  bjr  foreign  industry,  contending  with  all  tk 
mischiefs  of  a  diminishing  and  beggarly  sa{^f 
of  the  circulating  medium  of  commerce,  some  of 
our  people  even  petitioning  against  the  srienBce 
of  paying  postage  on  letters,  and  struggbof  wiik 
all  the  evils  of  debt  and  dependence,  in  order  \o 
give  wealth  and  power  to  foreign  Gbvenuneots, 
profit  and  employment  to  foreign  manufactoreri^ 
and  to  supply  a  market  to  foreign  farmers  for  that 
provisions,  while  one-half  of  our  own  are  abso- 
lutely worthless,  and  perishing  on  our  hands  for 
want  of  consumers.  The  immensity  of  amoua: 
of  the  necessaries  of  life  requisite  to  sustain  tb( 
workmen,  with  their  families,  employed  to  fabn* 
cate  the  foreign  goods  which  we  consume,  it 
would  be  supeiluous  to  attempt  to  calculate.  Bar 
the  inevitable  distress  and  ruin  consequent  upoo  3 
system  like  ours,  and  falling  upon  those  secncQs 
of  the  countrjr  whose  only  surplus  prodocuoa 
worth  mentioning  is  grain,  and  whose  onlymeaoi 
of  paying  for  foreign  raantifactures  is  with  gni£ 
ana  its  immediate  products^  may  be  made  en- 
dent ;  as  may,  also,  the  necessity  of  applying  soisf 
considerable  part  of  the  surplus  productions  ^ 
our  soil  to  the  only  profitable  use  thev  can  be  ap- 
plied to ;  that  is,  the  support  of  the  home  mafio- 
lacturer.  It  may  be  assumed  that  the  case  mea- 
tioned  b  the  case  of  one-half  of  the  Union,  wboir 
only  surplus  production  of  the  soil  worth  nanii^ 
is  grain.  Whether  this  estimate  of  one-haif  a* 
ceeds  or  falls  short  of  the  fact,  cannot  be  mavn^^ 
to  the  validity  of  the  inference.    Then,  froathe 
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great  extent  and  fertility  of  lands  brought  under 
cultiratioD  since  the  year  1790,  taking  into  view 
the  great  improvements  in  mills,  roads^  canals, 
and  in  the  science  and  practice  of  agriculture ; 
tainogalso  into  view  the  acquisition  ^ince  of  the 
exteosire  and  fertile  territory  west  of  the  Missis- 
ami,  ve  may  safely  calculate  that  the  capacity 
ot  oar  coantry  for  producing  grain,  if  not  the  ac- 
tual product  itself,  is  more  than  quadrupled  during 
the  last  thirty-two  years.  Probably  to  state  the 
iociease  at  six-fold  would  be  nearer  the  fact. 
Yet,  in  the  year  1790,  before  the  general  war  in 
£urope,  we  exported  in  wheat,  rye,  and  corn,  and 
floar,  and  com  meal,  reducing  what  went  in  bush- 
els to  barrels,  at  the  usual  rate  of  five  to  one, 
1^^  barrels.  This  account,  as  to  part  of  the 
items,  ijiclades,  to  be  sure,  the  exports  tor  about  a 
iDoDtb  beyond  the  year ;  but  that  is  unessential ; 
the  exportations  ol  1790  were  not  beyond  the 
eommoD  average  of  the  times,  nor  nearly  equal. 
Taking  the  average  of  five  years,  from  1790  to 
l"i4,  both  inclusive,  we  exported  the  yearly  quan- 
uty  of  1,42], 323  barrels.  Yet,  in  the  present  time, 
with  all  oar  immense  increase  of  means  and  ex- 
tension of  territory,  we  have  exported,  in  grain 
and  floor,  in  the  year  1822,  1,098,768  barrels 
onlr;  and,  in  the  year  1821, 1,360,453  barrels  of 
beef  and  pork ;  the  exports  for  1790.  were  89,006 
harreLs  and  the  average  for  five  years  from  1790 
to  1794,  was  132,894  barrels  a  year.  The  same 
articles,  in  1822,  166,962  barrels ;  and,  in  1821, 
13^34  barrels.  If,  said  Mr.  T.,  foreign  nations 
woold  consent  to  take  our  flour  and  provisions  in 
JHf,  or  part  pay,  for  their  wares,  the  consequences 
of  oar  present  system  might  not  be  so  intolerable ; 
yet,  when  they  persist  in  rejecting  every  thinff  of 
the  kind  from  us,  that  equal  protection  whicn  is 
due  from  the  Giovernment  to  every  class  of  citi- 
zens, prescribes  the  necessity  of  providing  them 
with  the  means  of  procuring  the  manufactured 
necessaries  of  life  in  exchange  for  the  only  arti- 
cles they  have  to  sell. 

As  to  the  particular  duties,  he  said,  imposed  on 
foreign  manufactures  by  this  bill,  the  first  para- 
STapb  adds  &ve  per  cent,  to  the  existing  duties  on 
woollen  goods,  with  a  minimum  price  of  eighty 
cents  per  square  yard ;  yet  excepting  from  the 
operation  of  the  minimum,  those  most  common 
accessary  articles  of  blankets,  flannels,  worsted 
aod  stofr  goods.  Whatever  other  objection  may 
be  made  to  this  item,  there  will  probably  be  none 
on  the  score  of  inequality ;  for  wool  is,  or  may 
^ity  be  the  production  of  every  part  of  the 
country.  The  manufactures  of  it  are  used  in 
every  parL  No  one  will  say  that  our  country  is 
iaeompetent  to  supply  itself  with  every  descrip- 
tion of  this  necessary. article,  even  if  the  duty 
were  prohibitory  instead  of  a  trifling  addition. 

The  duties  ou  cottons  are  left  by  the  billj  as 
they  stand  hj  the  existing  laws,  except  a  mini- 
mum price  of^  thirty-five  cents  per  square  yard  on 
checked  and  striped  cloths.  The  chief  motive 
for  this,  is  to  stop  a  |)ernicious  fraud  now  perpe- 
trated upon  us  by  foreign  manufacturers,  counter- 
feiting our  cottons,  and  palmioff  upon  us,  under 
the  goise  of  American,  a  most  vile  fabric,  thereby 


discrediting  our  factories,  and  cheating  our  peo-' 
pie.  The  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  imposed 
by  the  bill  on  manufactures  of  silk,  flax,  and 
hemp,  is  the  very  same  that  is  recommended  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  purpose  of 
revenue,  witn  the  addition,  as  to  hempen  and  linen 
cloths,  of  25  cents  per  square  yard,  similar  to  that 
on  cottons.  Leghorn  and  silk  hats  are  placed  at 
forty  per  cent,  being  an  addition  of  one -third  to 
the  present  rate  of  duty,  with  a  minimum  price 
of  one  dollar  each,  for  obvious  reasons.  They 
are  chiefly  articles  of  mere  fashion.  We  imported 
during  the  last  year  hats,  caps,  and  bonnets,  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  seven  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  Above  six  hundred  thousand  dollars 
worth  of  those  commodities  came  from  Leghorn 
and  Malta.  All  the  wheat  which  they  will  ever 
receive  from  us  in  ten  year.^,  cannot  pay  for  one 
year's  supply  of  the  straw  we  ^et  from  them.  On 
lead,  and  the  manufactures  of  lead,  an  addition  is 
proposed  of  one  cent  per  pound  to  the  present 
duty,  because  we  have  it  m  our  country  in  the 
greatest  profusion.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  Missis- 
sippi and  Missouri  rivers,  particularly  the  former, 
there  are  miles  in  extent,  where,  take  up  the  earth 
without  selection,  one  hundred  pounds  of  it  will 
produce  more  than  eighty  pounds  of  the  metal, 
with  fuel  at  hand  in  abundance.  Besides,  the 
people  of  that  part  of  the  country  are  indebted  to 
the  Grovernment  (ot  lands,  or  desirous  of  ptircha- 
sing,  and  have  no  other  means  of  payment ;  so 
that  the  immediate  profits  of  giving  eflicient  pro- 
tection to  this  manufacture  wul  centre  in  the  pub- 
lic treasury.  On  hemp,  the  bill  rabes  the  duty 
from  thirty  dollars  to  forty-five  dollars  per  ton. 
It  is  an  article  which,  the  committee  believe,  must 
be  protected,  and  the  cultivation  of  it  encouraged, 
at  any  expense,  for  the  sake  of  the  public,  it  is 
an  article  the  skilful  culture  of  which  requires 
practice.  Materially  to  increase  even  the  quan- 
tity raised  at  home  cannot  be  the  work  of  one  nor 
two  years.  We  have  already  built,  or  are  build- 
ing, twenty-four  large  ships  of  war.  Our  whole 
domestic  supply  of  hemp  is  not  sufllcient  to  equip 
one  of  these  ships,  and  never  can  be  under  the 
present  system  oi  importation.  What,  Mr.  T. 
ask^,  would  be  the  consequences,  and  what  dis- 
grace to  our  legislation,  in  case  of  a  war  with  a 
nation  that  furnishes  this  necessary  article,  or 
with  any  other  nation  which  might  have  infiu- 
ence  enough  to  stop  this  importation  ?  We  might, 
when  war  comes,  as  prudently  rely  altogether 
upon  our  enemies  for  a  supply  of  cannon  for  our 
Navy. 

On  bar  iron,  the  addition  proposed  is  only  five 
dollars  per  ton,  and  that  only  on  hammered  iron, 
without  touching  the  rolled.  It  would,  Mr.  T. 
thought,  be  hard  to  give  a  satisfactory  reason  why 
so  low  a  duty  was  inserted,  when  it  is  notorious 
that  the  country  is  more  than  able  to  supply  all 
that  is  wanted,  of  as  good  quality,  and  generally 
better  than  the  imported. 

It  has  been  objected  already,  and  will  no  doubt 
be  repeated,  that,  by  adding  to  the  duties  on  for- 
eign articles,  we  but  add  so  much  to  the  price  to 
the  consumer,  enabling  the  home  manufacturer 
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to  pocket  the  difference.  As  to  all  manufacturi's, 
said  Mr.  T.,  of  which  we  possess  the  raw  material 
in  abundance,  the  rise  in  price,  which,  he  admit- 
ted, may  happen  at  first  on  some  things  will  be 
certainly  followed  by  a  permanent  reduction,  if 
we  may  be  permitted  to  Judge  from  the  experience 
of  foreign  countries,  or  from  what  little  eiperience 
our  laws  have  hitherto  permitted  us  to  acquire  in 
our  own  country  on  the  subject.  Many  articles, 
even  now,  it  is  believed,  are  furnished  by  our  own 
workmen  better,  to  a  degree  beyond  the  extent  of 
the  duty,  and  cheaper  than  imported  rival  goods. 
On  this  head,  one  article,  that  of  coarse  cottons, 
has  been  often  mentioned,  and  cannot  be  too  often 
mentioned,  because  it  is  the  onlv  manufacture 
which  has  ever  received  from  our  laws  the  same 
protection  which  other  nations  give  to  their  do- 
mestic industry — a  prohibitory  duty.  Besides,  it 
is  the  ver^  article  and  the  very  duty  selected  by 
the  enemies  of  protection  to  manufactures  from 
all  quarters,  as  a  specimen  of  pernicious  legisla- 
tion, as  oppressing  the  poor  and  plundering  the 
farmer,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  to  the  manufac- 
turer a  premium  for  laziness,  or  a  privilege  of  ex- 
tortion. There  can  be  no  mistake  in  this  matter. 
I  will,  said  Mr.  T.,  read  the  very  words  of  the 
Salem  Protest,  made  to  our  predecessors  on  the 
subject : 

**  The  duty  upon  East  India  cotton  is  indeed  enor^ 
raouB,  and  practically  amonnts  to  a  total  prohibition. 
The  coarser  &bric8  of  cotton,  in  the  British  East  la- 
dies, cost  about  six  cents  a  square  yard,  and  were  for- 
merly imported  in  large  quantities  into  the  United 
States,  and  supplied  the  poorer  classes  of  citizens  with 
necessary  though  humble  clothing.  The  tariff  directs 
all  such  cottons  to  be  estimated  at  the  cost  of  twenty- 
live  cents  per  square  yard,  and  levies  upon  them, 
therefore,  a  duty  of  one  handred  per  cent.,  or  a  sum 
equal  to  their  original  cost.  During  the  years  1802, 
1803,  and  1804,  the  average  imporU  from  the  British 
East  Indies  was  about  three  milUons  and  a  half  of  dol- 
lars, of  which  a  little  abort  of  three  millions  were  goods 
paying  an  ad  valorem  doty,  being  principally  white 
cotton  goods.  In  1807,  the  goods  paying  ad  valorem 
duties  from  the  same  place,  bad  increased  to  upwards 
of  four  millions  of  dollars.  In  the  same  year,  fifteen 
ships  were  employed  in  the  trade,  from  the  town  of 
Salem  alone.  In  the  past  year,  two  only  have  been 
BO  employed ;  and,  for  the  four  last  years  past,  no  cot- 
ton piece  goods  have  been  imported  into  this  town  for 
home  consumption,  the  duty  alone  amounting  to  a 
prohibitioo.  '  The  sacrifice  of  this  branch  of  the  trade 
alone  has  very  seriously  affected  the  whole  mercantile 
community  engaged  in  East  India  commerce,  and  has 
been  no  where  more  sensibly  and  injuriously  felt  than 
in  Salem.  It  has  operated,  too,  as  an  excessive  tax 
upon  the  poorer  classes  of  the  community,  who  have 
been  compelled  to  buy  domestic  £ibf  ice  to  supply  their 
wants,  at  higher  prices,  which  their  narrow  means 
could  ill  afibrd.  It  has,  also,  annually,  struck  off  from 
the  revenue  of  the  Government  the  whole  duty  upon 
seven-eighths  of  the  importations  of  East  India  cotton, 
that  proportion  halving  been  absorbed  bj  the  domestic 
consumption." 

Thus  far  the  Salem  memorial.  The  memorial 
from  the  United  Agricultural  Societies  of  Vir- 
ginia, presented,  about  the  same  time,  on  the  same 


subject,  contains  the  same  protest,  in  still  strongct 
terms,  against  this  doubling  of  the  price  of  coarse 
cottons,  for  a  bounty  to  the  manafactarer,  to  tk 
injury  of  the  poorer  class  of  the  commooity,  br 
whom  goods  of  this  quality  are  exclosirdy  n- 
quired. 

Now,  said  Mr.  T.,  if  the  consequtoees  tiiu» 
threatened  have  actually  followed ;  if  tbe  poor 
have  been  plundered,  and  the  farmer  laid  under 
tribute  to  the  manufacturer  by  this  prohibitory 
duty  on  imported  coarse  cottons,  then  we  may  be- 
lieve, with  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Cambrelbno,)  that  the  protection  of  oar  coane 
woollens,  by  duties  upon  the  imported,  will  osl? 
augment  the  price  to  the  poor  consumer.  But  if 
the  very  reverse  has  been  the  effect  of  giving  to 
our  own  manufacturers  a  monopoly  of  the  arude 
and  the  price  has  been  diminished  even  in  a  greater 
d^ree  than  the  duty  has  been  raised,  let  in  ei* 
pect  the  same,  or  nearly  the  same  good  effect  from 
similar  duties  on  other  imported  wares,  which  vt 
can  make  as  good,  or  better  at  home.  Wiiit 
then,  is  the  price  of  coarse  cottons,  since  the  do- 
nopoly  given  to  our  factories  by  the  prohibiior] 
duty  of  1816?  We  have  the  proof  on  oorowa 
files,  and  the  fact  is  notorious  to  the  whole  coas* 
try,  that  we  now  have,  and  have  had  coostaotJf. 
since  the  exclusion  of  foreigners  from  oor  market, 
that  necessary  article,  at  a  price  which,  taking 
into  view  its  superiority  in  quality,  is  now  reduced 
to  one-half,  Mr.  T.  would  say,  to  less  than  one- 
third  of  what  we  formerly  paid  for  the  same  goods. 
when  they  were  importeid  from  foreign  nation.*: 
and  this  Mr.  T.  believed  would  turn  out  to  be  tht 
fact,  even  after  making  every  allowance  for  tbe 
reduction  in  price  of  the  raw  material.  Thea. 
said  Mr.  T.,  it  appears  that  the  oppression  opoL 
the  poor  man,  by  excluding  foreign  low-pnced 
cottons,  has  come  in  substance  to  this,  that  be  can 
now  purchase  for  five  dollars,  clothing,  wbicb  be- 
fore cost  him  ten ;  and,  if  he  lives  near  a  factory, 
may  have  constant  employment,  and  wages  fo^ 
himself  and  his  family.  And  the  farmer  wbo  was 
to  be  plundered  by  the  manufacturer,  has  notooty 
the  same  advantage  of  purchasing  cheaply,  be: 
the  still  greater  advantage,  if  he  lives  nearenongt 
of  a  constant  market  for  the  surplus  products  q! 
bis  farm. 

Mr.  Cambrbleno,  in  reply,  briefly  noticed  oq« 
or  two  points  of  Mr.  Ton's  speech,  and  garetc 
the  House  some  facts  drawn  from  a  statfffi«ii( 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  and  which  he  presented 
to  the  Committee  to  be  printed,  if  it  shonld  be 
thought  proper,  as  a  set-off  to  that  which  had  bees 
prepared  by  the  Committee  on  Manufactures.  Ht 
declined  following  the  gentleman  into  an  exami- 
nation of  the  general  principles  of  the  bill,  re&err 
ing  himself  on  that  point  until  the  bill  should  pre 
sent  itself  in  a  general  aspect  before  the  Hoose. 

Mr.  Cdtbbert  rose  to  express  a  seniimeti 
elicited  by  what  had  already  been  disclosed  Id  d^ 
bate.  If,  he  said,  the  statement  which  had  hfx 
made  bv  the  Committee  of  Manufactures  of  ^<^ 
effect  01  the  bill,  had  given  the  advance  siti«T 
which  is  proposed  upon  the  present  duty  Qp^i^ 
woollens,  without  adverting  to  the  effect  ol  the 
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esublisbment  of  a  minimum  yalue  to  be  allowed 
to  imported  woollens,  which  feature  would  in 
effect  more  than  treble  the  present  duty,  the  state- 
ment was  obviously  illusory,  and  ought  to  be  cor- 
rectd,  dbc. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  the  usual  hour  of 
adtoornment  baying  arrived. 

The  statement  presented  by  Mr.  Gambreleng 
was  ordered  to  be  printed ;  and  then  the  House 
adjoamed. 


Tbdrsday,  January  30. 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
maoufactorers  of  cordage,  in  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia,  remonstrating  against  an  increase 
of  the  duties  on  the  importation  of  foreign  hemp, 
as  proposed  in  the  bill  now  pending  before  this 
House,  for  the  more  effectual  encouragement  and 
protection  of  American  manufactures ;  which  me- 
morial was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  which  the 
said  bill  is  committed. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Laods,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  rep- 
resentatires  of  John  Donelson,  Thomas  Carr, 
aod  others,"  reported  the  same,  with  amendments ; 
which  were  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  concerning 
pre-emption  rights  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  Pldmer,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to 
alter  the  times  of  holding  the  circuit  court  within 
the  sixth  circuit  for  South  Carolina  district,  and 
for  other  purposes ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Harvet,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  which  xras  referred  the  Message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  a  com- 
taoDicatioQ  from  the  Navy  Department,  in  regard 
to  ao  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  for- 
ti&catioDs  on  Thompson's  island,  formerly  called 
K^  West,  made  a  report  thereon,  adverse  to 
v^^^mg  the  said  appropriation ;  which  was  read, 
uid  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  resolution  submitted  yesterdav  by  Mr.  Ruo- 
GIE8,  and  laid  on  the  table ;  and,  being  read,  was 
*greedto. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, all  the  orders  of  the  day  were  postponed,  by 
a  vote  of  95,  which  preceded  the  biil  for  the  relief 
of  James  Morrison. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill,  and,  after  q)endiiig 
^e  time  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  the 
nil  WIS  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing to-morrow. 

^- Jehnimos  submitted  the  three  following 
resolotions,  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
OQ  the  table  one  day,  under  the  rule : 

I  JUtohed,  That  the  Secretarj  of  the  Treasury 
l<7  hefors  this  House  a  statement  showing  the  de- 
Kription  and  character  of  the  collateral  security  ob- 
^*u^  in  the  year  1821,  for  |168,64a,  "  deposited  in 


the  Bank  of  Vincennes  at  the  time  of  its  failure,"  and 
whether  such  collateral  security  consisted  in  liens  on 
real  property,  or  in  public  or  personal  securities ;  if 
in  liens  on  real  property,  the  value  of  such  property 
at  the  time  of  its  acquirement,  and  what  sum  of  money 
it  will  probably  yield  to  the  Treasury,  if  sold  on  a 
credit  of  one,  two,  and  three  years ;  the  present  situa- 
tion of  the  title  to  such  real  property ;  and  all  commu- 
nications to  and  from  the  said  Secretary,  in  relation  to 
such  liens ;  if  in  public  securities,  whether  an  assign- 
ment of  the  State  debt  of  Indiana,  to  the  Bank  of  Vin- 
cennes, was  not  taken  without  any  correspondence 
with  any  officer  or  agent  of  the  State  government, 
and  if  so,  whether  such  assignment  has  been  can- 
celled, the  time  when,  and  by  whom ;  and,  if  not  can- 
celled, whether  the  United  States  claim  a  right  of 
property  in  any  portion  of  the  State  debt  aforesaid, 
which  may  remain  unliquidated  ;  and  communications 
to  and  from  said  Secretary,  in  relation  to  such  assign- 
ment 

3.  Ruolvtdy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in- 
form this  House  whether  the  Bank  of  Vincennes  com- 
plied with  Its  agreement  with  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, to  furnish,  qnaiterly,  a  list  of  its  debtors,  and  the 
amount  owing  by  eaeh ;  and,  if  so,  the  amount  owing 
to  said  Bank  by  Charles  Smith's  ateam-miU  company, 
upon  each  rendition  of  the  quarterly  lists  aforesaid. 

S.  Remhed,  That  the  Seevetary  of  the  Treasury 
inform  this  House  whether  or  not  any  draft  or  drafts 
have  been  drawn  upon  said  Bank  of  Vincennes,  nnder 
the  direction  of  the  Treasury  Department  to  said  Bank, 
dated  the  7th  of  July,  18S0;  and,  if  so,  under  what 
item  of  appropriation,  in  whose  favor,  the  date  of  such 
draft,  or  drafts,  and  the  object  for  which  the  same 
were  drawn. 

Mr.  Rankin  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  tame  one  day, 
under  the  rule: 

JU$obfed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  inform  this  House  if  the  Commissioners, 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  titles  and 
olaims  to  land  in  rlorida,  have  severally  attended  to, 
and  discharged  the  dutiea  assigned  them,  or  if  any  of 
them  have  reaigned,  neglected,  or  reftised  to  act ;  and 
if  any  one  of  the  Commissioners,  without  discharging 
the  dutieo  assigned  him,  has  drawn  the  compensation 
allowed  for  the  performance  of  the  duties  prescribed  by 
the  said  aot  for  ascertaining  titles  and  claims  to  land 
in  Florida. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  stating  that,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  joint  resolution  of  the  30th  of  March, 
1822,  a  digest  of  manafacturinff  establishments,  in 
the  United  States,  and  of  their  manufactures, 
formed  from  the  accounts  required  bv  the  10th  sec- 
tion of  the  act  to  provide  for  taking  tne  fourth  cen- 
sus, or  enumeration  of  the  United  States,  has  been 
made,  and  printed,  under  the  direction  of  the  De- 
partment ot  State,  and  that  fifteen  hundred  copies 
of  the  said  digest  are  at  the  disposal  of  Congress ; 
which  letter  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

The  engrossed  "bill  supplementary  to  the  acts 
'  to  provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land 
*  and  naval  service  or  the  United  States  in  the 
'  Revolutionary  war,"  being  come  before  the  House 
for  its  third  reading — 
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Mr.  McCoy  said,  that  this  bill  was  of  more  im- 
portance, as  to  the  extent  of  its  operation,  than 
gentlemen  seemed  to  be  aware  of.  It  had  been 
calculated,  bv  some  of  them,  that  it  would  cause 
an  additional  expenditure  of  an  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  Gentlemen  ouffht  to  be  a  little 
cautious  in  regard  to  their  calculations.  When 
the  firsit  Revolutionary  Pension  Bill,  which  has 
caused  so  large  an  expenditure,  was  first  passed,  it 
was  supposed  it  would  give  rise  to  an  expenditure 
of  a  hundred  and  sixty  or  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars ;  whilst  the  expenditure  had  been  ten-fold 
that  amount.  He  did  not  mean,  however,  to  make 
any  remarks  against  this  bill,  having  risen  only  to 
call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it,  to  show  his 
hostility  to  it. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  ac- 
cordingly taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided — 
yeas  130,  nays  14,  as  follows : 

YxAB — Messrs.  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of 
Tennessee,  Ball,  Barber  of  Connecticnt,  Barber  of 
Ohio,  Barstow,  Batcman,  Baylies,  Bayly,  Bigelow, 
Blackledge,  Borland,  Breckenridge,  Brown,  Burrows, 
Butler,  Campbell  of  New  York,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Cassedy,  Chambers,  Coldeo,  Condict,  Cookling,  Con- 
ner, Cook,  Crafts,  Coshman,  Cuthbert,  Dane,  Dar- 
lington, Denison,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards 
of  PennsyWairia,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Forrest,  Forward, 
Fuller,  Gebhard,  Qist,  Gorham,  Gross,  Hardin,  Harris, 
Harvey,  Hawks,  Hemphill,  Herrick,  Hill,  Hobart, 
Holcombe,  Hubbard,  Ingham,  Jackson,  Jennings,  J. 
T.  Johnson,  Kent,  Keyes,  Kirkland,  Lathrop^  Left- 
wicb,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Little,  McCurty,  McKim, 
McLane,  McNeill,  McSherry,  Mallary,  Matlack,  Mat- 
son,  Mattocks,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Pennsyl* 
vania,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Murray,  Neale, 
Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Maryland,  New, 
Patterson  of  New  York,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Phillips,  Pierson,  Pitcher,  Plumer  of  New  Hampahire, 
Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Reed  of  Maaaacbusetts,  Reid 
of  Georgia,  Rhea,  Rich,  Rocheater,  Rodney,  Rosa, 
Buggies,  Ruas,  Russell,  Saunders,  Sergeant*  Sloane, 
William  Smith,  J.  8.  Smith,  Spencer,  Sterling  of  Con- 
necticut, Sterling  of  New  York,  A.  Steveoaon,  Stew- 
art, Stoddard,  Swan,  Taylor,  Tod,  Tomlinaon,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Udree,  Upham,  YancOy  Van  Renaaelaer, 
Walworth,  Whipple.  White,  Williamson,  Wilson, 
Wood,  Woodcock,  Woodson,  and  Wright. 

Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Bassett,  Ed- 
wards of  North  Carolina,  Garnett,  Gilmer,  Hooka, 
McCoy,  Rankin,  Arthur  Smith,  Tattnall,  Thompson, 
Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

SUPPRESSION  OF  PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  DwiGHT,  from  the  Select  Committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  21st  instant,  on  the  letter  of  Messrs. 
Gales  &  Seaton,  made  a  report  thereupon,  ac- 
quitting them  of  all  blame  in  regard  to  the  matter 
referred  to  in  that  letter.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  committee  appointed  in  pursuance  of  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives,  adopted  on  the 
31st  January,  to  investigate  certain  charges  referred 
to  in  the  letter  of  Messrs.  Galea  6c  Seaton,  have  at- 
tended .to  that  aerviee,  and  aak  leave  to  report: 


That  they  have  given  to  the  subject  all  that  eouU* 
cration  which  the  magnitude  of  the  charge,  tnd  tk 
reputation  of  those  who  have  long  been  ia  the  lerrke 
of  this  House,  and  hitherto  high  in  itm  eoofidenee, 
aeemed  to  require. 

That,  while  your  committee  have  been  inprwsed 
with  the  importance  of  the  charge  to  the  refiatiiion  of 
the  accused,  thev  have  not  been  unmindliil,  tkat  it  in- 
volved, also,  a  gross  violation  of  the  mlci  of  thii 
House,  and  a  contempt  of  its  anthoritj  aed  digiuty. 

Nor  have  your  committee  omitted  to  notice,  thtt  the 
charge  against  Messrs.  Gales  6c  Seatoa  is  enhanced 
in  importance,  by  imputing  to  them  the  ciimioal  de- 
aign  of  shielding,  by  the  alleged  omiasioo,  an  impor* 
tant  department  of  the  Government  iroai  m  **  jost  r^ 
sponsibility." 

To  the  investigation  of  such  a  aubject,  involviBg  tt 
once  the  confidence  which  this  House  and  the  natka 
shall  repoae  in  the  information  upon  which  it  tcti,  tht 
character  of  one  of  the  first  officers  of  the  Goveraaeot, 
and  the  fidelity  of  the  public  printers,  your  oommitM 
have  not  proceeded  without  the  most  caatioui  insp«^ 
tion  of  the  documenta  submitted  to  them,  sod  ilie 
most  solemn  sanction  to  the  testimony  of  the  witoei- 
ses,  upon  which  their  opinion  waa  to  be  founded. 

The  evidence  taken  in  the  case  has  been  preserred, 
and  is  submitted  entire  at  the  condoaion  of  the 
report. 

The  charge  against  Messrs.  Gales  6c  Seafsn,  io  re- 
gard to  which  they  prayed  thia  investigmlioo,  was  am- 
tained  in  a  communication  printed  in  the  Waahiagton 
Republican,  of  the  dOth  of  January,  instaat,over  the 
aignature  of  A.  B.  and  was,  in  substanos,  as  follows: 
(see  document  marked  A,  and  the  paper  annexed.) 
That,  in  printing  the  documents  acconpaLnyiag  tbi 
report  of  the  Semtary  of  the  Treaanry,  of  the  Uth 
of  February,  1822,  in  anawer  to  a  resolution  of  th» 
House  of  Kepresentatives,  calling  upon  him  to  exhibit 
a  statement  of  his  transactions  with  all  those  baoii 
which  had  been  made  by  him  the  depoaitories  of  pub- 
lic moneys  received  from  the  sales  of  public  laodi,  tiiat 
they  had  suppressed  and  totally  omitted,  in  the  printed 
document  with  which  they  furnished  the  House,  parte 
of  those  documenta  implicating  Mr.  Crawford  the  motf 
strongly. 

The  attention  of  your  committee  was  first  dtrecleJ 
to  an  examination  of  all  the  original  documents  wtuch 
accompanied  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  above  alluded 
to,  and  they  find  the  following  paragraphs,  in  the 
originals,  entirely  omitted  in  the  printed  docuracDU 
which  were  furnished  the  House,  to  wit : 

In  a  letter  from  Wm.  R.  Dickinson,  Csshier  of  the 
Stonbenville  Bank,  to  the  Hon.  Wm.  H.  CrawftrJ, 
dated  3d  April,  1819,  and  referred  to  in  the  origiasl 
documents  by  the  pencil  mark,  (A  5)  the  foUewing 
paragraph  ia  omitted  : 

**  The  difiference  of  which  you  apeak  in  yoor  letter 
of  the  12th  ultimo  between  the  sum  mealioned  in  wj 
letter  of  Uie  18th  February,  arises  frosi  the  circaa* 
stance  of  your  having  extended  your  friendly  dispoa- 
tion  to  this  bank  beyond  what  was  dmtd  Inf  iMt 
Board  to  ask,      I  mentioned  only  the  debt  to  tbe 
Branch  at  Pittaburg,  whereaa  yon  have  diredad  (ai 
well  aa  that  mentioned)  a  transfer  from  the  Braocb  at 
Chillicothe,  which  debt  this  Branch  was  taking  tnetf 
ures  to  discharge.     As  soon  as  the  transfer  is  oade 
from  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  the  entries  ahall  be  sadc 
in  the  books  of  this  institution  as  you  direct.    I  re- 
mark, however,  in  the  statement  which  you  furnish 
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from  the  Bank  of  Colombia,  that  <  notes  $3,896 '  is 
enleni  which  I  know  nothing  oi,  having  naver  before 
heard  of  it" 

11m  ibove  extract  in  the  original  is  indoded  be- 
tweeo  lead  pencil  brackcu ;  the  whole  is  crossed  with 
a  peadl,  and  the  words  ^  what  was  dared  by  our 
Board  to  ask/'  are  underscored  by  an  ink  line. 

In  a  letter  from  John  Bering,  Cashier  of  the  Far- 
sen  aod  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Indiana,  dated  Madison, 
24ih  August,  1830,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
the  following  paragraph  is  included  between  pencil 
bncketa,  crossed  by  a  pencil  mark,  and  omitted  in  the 
priating. 

Tbii  letter  is  referred  to  in  the  original  documents, 
bj  a  peocil  mark  in  the  margin  as  F  6^—"  I  would, 
hoffCTcr,  inquire  if  the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexan- 
dria, u  well  as  the  Franklin  and  Merchants'  Bank, 
ought  to  be  excepted."  The  words  MtchanicB'  Bank 
df  Ahandria  are  underscored  by  an  ink  line,  and 
tlie  word  out  written  in  pencil,  in  the  margin,  against 
^  aboTe  extract. 

Iq  a  letter  referred  to  in  the  original  document,  by 
tiK  pencil  mark,  (I  6,)  from  Aug.  Chouteau,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  dated  8t  Louis,  9th  of 
AagQit,  1819,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the 
(Alowiag  wofda  are  eroased  by  a  pencil  mark ;  the 
void  oul  written  in  pencil  against  them  in  the  mar- 
gin, and  omitted  in  the  printed  documents : 

"It  is  kaown  to  ae,  that  the  same  money  which  has 
bceo  TeoeiTed  in  payment,  by  the  receiver  at  this 
piitt,  ia  not  identiceUy  presented  for  deposite  at  this 

la  a  letter  referred  to  in  the  original  documents  as 
(L  &)  frm  Leioy  Pope,  President  of  the  Planters  and 
>MkiMa'  Bank  of  Huntsville,  dated  4th  May,  1819, 
to  tiio  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  following  para- 
V^  indnded  io  pencil  brackete,  and  crossed  by  a 
ptteiJi  are  omitted  in  the  printed  documente : 

"YonreoBJeeliire  in  relation  to  youreircalar  of  the 
llth Jaij lut, is  correct;  the  important  words,  sub- 
•qneiit  to  the  30th  June  last,  are  not  contained  in  the 
vpy  leceiTed  bj  ns ;  and  this  oircumstence  satisfecto- 
^  tccoants  for  the  oonstruetion  it  received  from  the 
^  of  Direetofs.  We  regret  that  any  mistake 
fwivUhiTe  occurred,  but  we  rejoice  that  our  decision 
nthoi  acknowledged  to  have  been  proper.  Agree- 
^HJ  to  jDor  request,  I  return  the  copy  hereU^re  re- 
ceiTediiod  under  which  we  have  necessarily  acted, 
m  r^  the  correct  copy  accompanying  your  last 

^B  letter  (M  6)  of  the  original  documents,  from 
1*»«I  Pickens,  President  of  the  Bank  of  Tombigbee, 
t^  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  St.  Stephens, 
^^Qit  18,  1819,  two  pages  are  sealed  over  with  white 
P^P^;  and  omitted  in  the  printed  documente. 

Io  rcgtnl  to  those  parte  of  the  letters  (L  6)  (F  6) 
^(1 6)  above  extracted,  and  omitted  in  the  printed 
J^enta,  the  committee  are  satisfied  that  they  were 
'Ott»  Balked  by  Mr.  Dickins,  one  of  the  Chief  Clerks 
« joe  Department  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  purpose  of 
^'»Jg  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

)^' "  containing  information  irrelevant  to  the 
!^"i^*Batter  of  the  call,  and  improper  in  his  opinion 
^tommnnicated  to  the  public,  on  account  of  dis- 
y*?^  they  made,  or  opinions  they  expressed,  which 
■JSbt  beinjnrious  to  the  affairs  of  the  banks  or  indi- 
^Biu  to  whom  they  alluded;  and  that  the  word 
^  IQ  the  margin  of  each  of  those  three  letters,  was 
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made  by  him  as  a  guide  to  the  compositor  to  omit  them 
in  the  printing. 

In  reference  to  the  matter  concealed  in  the  letter, 
(M  5,)  by  the  white  paper  sealed  over  it,  they  feel 
UiemseWes  constrained  to  say,  that  it  had  no  bearing 
upon  the  objects  of  the  call  fer  information,  and  might 
have  been  iojurioos  to  the  intereste  of  the  individuala 
or  the  banks  mentioned  in  it,  had  it  been  published  at 
that  time.  They  are  satisfied,  also,  that  such  were 
the  motives  which  induced  Mr.  Dickins,  the  Clerk,  to 
cover  the  pages  with  paper,  which  he  disclosed  was 
done  by  him. 

The  committee  submit  that  they  have  been  thus 
enabled  to  suggest,  satisfactorily  to  the  House,  the 
causes  which  had  produced  the  omission,  in  the  print- 
ing of  all  the  documente,  except  that  of  (A  6, )  which 
they  suppose  to  be  the  particular  document  referred  to 
in  the  communication  signed  A.  B. ;  and,  in  regard 
to  which,  after  an  examination  of  all  the  witnesses, 
who  were  considered  to  be  important  to  the  investi- 
gation, and  pushing  the  inquiries  to  the  extent  of  the 
supposed  powers  of  the  committee,  they  are  now 
obliged  to  confess  (and  they  do  it  with  regret)  that 
they  have  obteined  no  satisfactory  information. 

Had  the  same  causes  existed  for  the  suppression  of 
this  particular  paragraph,  which  actuated  the  Clerk  in 
the  Treasury  Bepartment  to  mark  all  the  others,  your 
committee  would  feel  no  hesitation  in  presenting  to 
the  House  the  strong  probability  that  it  might  have 
been  done  by  that  gentleman.  But  a  recurrence  to 
hia  testimony,  communicated  herewith,  and  marked 
(E)  will  satisfy  the  House  that  that  probability  ip  too 
much  weakened  to  be  made  the  ground  work  of  the 
opinion  of  a  committee  of  investigation. 

But,  whatever  difficulties  the  committee  may  have 
encountered  in  ascertaining  by  whom  the  marks  were 
made,  and  the  paragraph  suppressed,  they  have  none 
in  stating  that  the  accused  did  not  cause  it.  And  they 
cannot  do  justice  to  the  unanimous  opinion  which 
they  have  formed,  from  a  careful  conaicferation  of  all 
the  evidence  before  them,  without  stating  their  strong 
conviction  that  neither  Mr.  Gales  nor  Mr.  Seaton  had 
any  knowledge  of,  nor  participation  in,  the  suppression 
of  the  paragraph  omitted  in  the  letter  marked  (A  6) 
or  any  other  of  the  documente  which  were  submitted 
to  the  House,  in  answer  to  the  call  so  often  alluded  to. 
In  support  of  their  opinion,  upon  tlus  part  of  the  case, 
your  oommittee  would  refer  the  House  to  the  annexed 
testimony  of  George  M.  Grouard,  marked  B  ;  of  Wm. 
Kerr,  jr.,  marked  C  ;  of  Mr.  Burch,  Deputy  Clerk  of 
the  House,  marked  D ;  of  Asbury  Dickins,  marked 
E ;  and  of  the  Hon.  Wm.  H.  Crawford,  marked  F. 
FFor  this  testimony  see  appendix  at  end  of  volume] 
In  regard  to  the  other  individual  implicated  in  the 
communication  attached  to  the  letter  of  Messrs.  Gales 
6l  Seaton,  your  committee  do  net  hesitate  to  say,  that 
there  has  not  been  any  evidence  submitted  to  them 
tending  in  the  slightest  degree  to  show  that  the  sup- 
pression of  the  paragraph  alluded  to,  was  caused  either 
by  the  influence  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  or 
waa  done  with  hia  knowledge. 

The  intereating  nature  of  the  preaent  inquiry  has 
aoggested  to  your  committee  the  propriety  of  submit- 
ting to  the  House  the  expediency  of  appointing  some 
member  or  members  of  ito  own  body,  in  every  case,  to 
superintend  the  publication  of  all  documente  which 
may  hereafter  be  printed  by  order  of  the  House. 

In  conclusion,  your  oommittee  would  beg  leave  to 
submit  the  following  resolution,  to  wit : 
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Rt9olved,  That  the  committee  appointed  upon  the 
letter  of  Messrs.  Gales  &  Seaton,  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideratiom  of  the  subject  reliirred  to 
them. 

The  report  having  been  read — 

Mr.  DwiGHT  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table,  and 
be  printed. 

Mr.  CoNDicT  wished  the  question  should  first  be 
taken  on  the  resolution  appended  to  the  report,  which 
recommends  that  the  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  DwiGHT,  observed,  that  the  report  refers 
repeatedly  to  the  evidence,  which  had  not  been 
read  ;  and  the  House  could  not  be  with  propriety 
asked  to  decide  any  question  upon  this  matter 
without  having  had  an  opportunity  to  peruse  the 
evidence. 

Mr.  Saunders  took  the  same  view  of  the  mat- 
ter. After  gentlemen  had  examined  the  evidence, 
they  would  be  able  to  determine,  understandingly, 
whether  the  report  was  satisfactory  or  not. 

Mr.  Bassett  suggested  that  the  committee  be- 
ing a  select  committee,  and  having  reported,  was, 
by  the  act  of  reporting,  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  subject. 

The  Speaker  said  it  was  unquestionably  true, 
that  the  select  committee  having  made  a  report  in 
full  upon  the  subject  referred  to  it,  was  ipso  facto 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  that 
subject;  though  the  practice  of  the  House  had 
been  to  take  a  question  on  such  resolutions,  as 
that  now  reported  by  the  select  committee. 

The  report  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

THE  NEW  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  resumed,  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday, 
Mr.  ToMLiNsoN  in  the  Chair,  being  the  bill  for 
the  more  effectual  protection  and  encouragement 
of  domestic  manufactures. 

Mr.  Holcombe,  of  New  Jersey,  rose,  and  ad- 
dressed the  House  as  follows : 

I  rise,  Mr.  Chairman,  with  peculiar  embarrass- 
ment, to  offer  myself,  for  the  first  time,  to  the 
House,  on  a  subject  which  has  been  so  often  dis- 
cussed, not  only  uf>on  this  floor,  but  in  every  town, 
and  village,  and  citv,  in  the  Union,  that  the  very 

name  of  Tariff  has  become  odious  to  many  ears 

a  term  of  reproach,  and  almost  a  by -word.  But, 
notwithstanding  these  facts,  it  is  a  subject  of  the 
deepest  interest;  and  is  yet  popular  with  a  great 
majority  of  the  American  people.  It  is  my  inten- 
tion to  advocate  the  bill.  And  let  it  not  be  insin- 
uated of  me,  as  it  heretofore  has  been  of  others, 
that  interest  stimulates  the  discussion.  The  feeble 
connexion  which  I  may  once  have  had  with  man- 
ufacturing establishments,  is  forever  dissolved,  and 
I  now  stand  in  my  place  as  a  common  representa- 
tive of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  defend 
one  of  the  most  interesting  questions  of  national 
policy,  as  I  conscientiously  believe  it  to  be,  that 
can  possibly  be  agitated  at  this  time,  upon  this 
subject. 

The  true  manufacturing  question,  or  the  policy 
of  founding  the  commercial  interests  and  perma- 


nent revenue  of  this  country  upon  its  manufactor- 
inp  industry,  is  not  novel.  It  is,  indeed,  coeTai 
with  the  Government.  Allow  me, Mr.  Chairman, 
to  call  your  attention,  for  a  moment,  to  the  early 
history  of  the  tariff.  Soon  after  the  peace  of  ^ 
had  recognised  our  right  and  rank  as  an  iodepeod- 
ent  nation,  the  creation  of  a  revenue,  adqoate  to 
the  necessary  expenditures  of  the  GoTeromeDt.  be 
came  a  subject  of  interesting  inquiry  to  the  poli- 
ticians of  that  period.  A  resort  to  direct  and  in- 
direct taxation  was  inadmissible,  and,  indeed, 
impossible.  The  precious  metals  had  deserted  tk 
country — a  circulating  medium  was  wanting. 
From  customs  alone,  it  was  evident,  tlie  coa&t^ 
was  to  derive  its  revenues.  And  the  insufficieocj 
of  its  customs,  accruing  from  a  commerce  sap- 
ported  wholly  by  agriculture,  was  already  palpa- 
ble. The  wretched  and  ruinous  state  of  ourcoiih 
nial  commerce  was  yet  vividly  recollected,  ind 
the  inferences  from  it  were  irresistible ;  and  hence, 
in  the  numerous  systems  of  revenue  and  taiiC 
which  were  projected  at  that  period,  the  proitx- 
tion  of  manufacturing  industry  formed  ao  fsseo- 
tial,  nay,  an  indispensable  provision.  The  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Hamilm, 
is  still  familiar  to  the  public.  And  it  cannot  be 
questioned,  bad  the  principles  of  this  celebrated 

Eaper  (for  its  details  were  remarkably  defeciiFeJ 
een  adopted  into  a  system  of  permaoeot  ppiicy. 
we  should  have  forever  avoided  the  necessity  of 
publishing  to  the  world  the  degrading  and  extra- 
ordinary fact,  that,  after  a  course  of  onexampled, 
and  almost  uninterrupted  prosperity  for  thitiy 
years,  the  commercial  revenues  of  the  most  enter- 
prising people  in  the  world  were  insufficient  t£ 
meet,  in  the  time  of  profound  peace,  the  necessarj 
expenditures  of  the  cheapest  Government  upon 
earth.  But  the  fact  is  notorious — it  has  become 
history. 

It  was  my  intention  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  iuTe 
rapidly  reviewed  the  history  of  the  tariff,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  wars  which  grew  oatof  the 
French  Revolution  to  the  present  period,  and  to 
have  accounted  for  the  bitterness  and  nostility 
which  distinguish,  otherwise,  the  most  liberal  u^ 
enlightened  statesmen  of  our  country  on  the  sab- 
ject  of  the  tariff;  but  presuming  that  the  Codg- 
mittee  is  entirely  familiar  with  the  subject,  as^ 
fearful  of  trespassing  upon  your  patience,  I  shall 
call  your  attention  immediately  to  the  foilovisg 
propositions,  which  I  mean  to  aefend : 

1st.  The  protection  of  manufacturing  indaJtry. 
by  means  or  commercial  restrictions,  is  indispea- 
sabiy  necessary  to  develop  and  sustain  the  weiltt 
and  power  of  nations. 

2d.  A  further  and  liberal  extension  of  thetani 
(perhaps  such  as  is  contemplated  by  this  bill,)^^- 
enable  the  American  manufacturer  to  supply,  hef^ 
after,  not  only  domestic  consumption,  but  J^ 
compete  profitably  with  other  nations  in  foreign 
marKets. 

Upon  these  general  principles  I  shall  defend  ^" 
bill.  I  do  not  profess  to  be  familiar  with  iti  v^ 
tails.  Nor  is  it  particularly  necessary,  after  ^ 
able  and  luminous  exposition  which  tbey^^^ 
received  from  the  honorable  gentleman  w  t^ 
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»orted  the  bill.  I  wish,  however,  my  opinions  to 
>e  distinctly  stated,  and  fully  understood.  The 
nanafactunng  interest  of  this  country  is  no  longer 
I  subject  of  partial  legislation  and  contingent  pro- 
eccion,  but  constitutes,  at  this  moment,  one  or  its 
p-eat  interests,  and  is  equally  entitled,  with  com- 
aerce  and  agriculture,  to  the  most  effectual  and 
ermanent  protection.  And  it  further  appears  to  me 
}  be  the  obvious  policy,  as  well  as  the  imperative 
Qty  of  the  Grovernment,  (in  order  to  protect  this 
:reat  interest,)  to  commence,  immediately,  a  sys- 
sm  of  prospective,  but  ultimately  of  entire  exclu- 
ion  from  our  shores  of  every  article,  of  foreign 
ibric,  the  material  of  which  we  either  possess,  or 
an  abundantly  create.  My  object  is  to  award  to 
tur  manufacturing  interest  the  same  certain  and 
•xclusire  protection  which  we  have  long  since 
iwarded  to  our  commerce  and  agriculture. 

I  will  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  first 
ropcaition — that  the  protection  of  manufacturing 
Ddustry,  by  means  or  commercial  restrictions,  is 
Ddispensably  necessary  to  develop  the  resources 
nd  wealth  of  nations.  The  testimony  of  history, 
Q  sustaining  this  proposition,  is  ample,  uniform, 
ind  conclusive.  1  now  appeal  to  its  strongest 
acts : 

At  ao  early  period  of  modern  Europe,  several 
latioDs  became  wealthy  and  powerful,  by  introduc- 
pgaod  protecting,  within  their  respective  territo- 
ies,  manufacturing  establishments,  as  the  basis 
ind  sources  of  an  extensive  and  enterprising  com- 
nerce.  Of  these  the  most  distinguished  were 
jenoa  and  Florence,  Venice  and  Holland.  Yen- 
ce,  won  from  the  waters  of  the  Adriatic  sea,  be- 
came the  mistress  of  the  South  of  Europe;  and 
lolland,  reclaimed  from  the  marshes  of  the  Ger- 
aan  ocean,  continued  for  centuries  the  pride  and 
vender  of  the  North.  Time  and  revolution,  it  is 
rne,  have  swept  away  their  former  institutions, 
lod  mersed,  in  many  instances,  their  very  exist- 
nee  in  the  nations  around  them.  But  their  ex- 
amples will  forever  remain  in  history,  as  brilliant 
nemorials  of  what  the  {genius,  industry,  and  en- 
erprise  of  free  communities  can  effect,  when  aided 
md  protected  by  enlightened  legislation. 

Bat  the  most  extraordinary  example  which  the 
vorld  presents  of  the  policy  and  results  of  protect- 
ng  manufacturing  industry,  is  unquestionably 
hat  of  England.  I  am  fully  aware,  Mr.  Chair- 
nan,  that  tne  example  of  England  is  trite  on  this 
ubject,  and  revolting  upon  this  floor.  But  I  will 
letain  you  but  a  moment.  And,  in  hurrying  3Pdu 
o  the  point  which  I  have  in  contemplation,  if  I 
:annot  carry  you  over  this  barren  subject  by  new 
7aths,  Iwill  at  least  remove  from  those  already 
beaten,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  every  thing  offensive 
iDd  annoying.  But  of  England-^never  before 
tzisted  a  nalion  so  wealthy  and  powerful — a 
omparatively  barren  island  in  the  northern  ocean, 
las  become  the  garden  of  the  world — a  nation 
lestitote  of  mines,  by  her  admirable  policy  has 
tiverted  to  her  shores  the  gold  and  silver,  the 
vealth  and  tribute,  of  every  climate  and  r^lon 
indcr  Heaven.  There  is  no  sea  but  which  is 
isited  by  her  marine.  And  the  standard  of  her 
overeigaty  waves  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe. 


Never  before  on  earth  was  swayed  a  sceptre  like 
hers,  so  mighty  and  efficient,  so  fearful  and  tre- 
mendous. The  eenius  of  the  great  Napoleon, 
with  Europe  at  his  feet,  sunk  beneath  its  influ- 
ences. And  the  power  of  the  Roman  empire,  in 
its  proudest  days,  was  feeble  in  comparison  to  it. 
And  whence,  Mr.  Chairman,  has  this  great  supre- 
macy among  nations  been  derived?  By  what 
means  or  magic  has  it  been  achieved  ?  Simply 
from  the  policy  of  protecting — of  effectually  pro- 
tecting the  industry  of  her  citizens  from  all  for- 
eign competition ;  of  adopting,  since  the  days  o! 
her  revolution,  the  principles  of  the  bill  which  I 
have  now  the  honor  to  advocate.  Let  me  not  be 
told  of  the  vice  and  misery  of  her  manufacturing 
districts — of  her  taxes — ^her  poorhouses,  and  pau- 
pers. These  are  all  acknowledged.  But  they 
are  the  necessary,  the  unavoidable  consequences 
of  her  ambitious  and  interminable  wars — the  im- 
mediate results  of  the  operation  of  her  national 
debt.  Extinguish  this,  and  you  collect  at  this 
moment  around  the  laboring  population  of  Eng- 
land more  of  the  comforts  and  necessaries  of  life 
than  have  ever  yet  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  other 
people,  with  the  exception  of  our  own  citizens,  in 
the  world. 

The  policy  of  Spain  b  the  reverse  of  that  of 
England.  Here,  the  doctrines  of  the  author  of  the 
Wealth  of  Nations,  the  unrestrictive  system,  has 
been,  for  ages  past,  in  full  and  free  operation. 
And  what  has  been  the  result  ?  The  finest  coun- 
try in  Europe,  into  which  the  gold  and  silver  of 
Mexico  and  Peru,  and  the  wealth  of  both  the  In- 
dies, have  flowed  in  a  full  and  uninterrupted 
stream  for  three  centuries^  has  gradually  sunk 
from  the  elevation  of  her  imperial  grandeur,  be- 
low the  level  of  the  secondary  Powers  of  Europe, 
and  at  length  into  utter  bankruptcy.  Recollect, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  speak  with  reproach  only 
of  her  commercial  system — of  her  wretched  tariff. 
And  I  avail  myself,  with  the  highest -satisfaction, 
of  this  opportunity  of  expressing,  in  the  presence 
of  the  representatives  of  the  American  people,  my 
admiration  of  the  sublime  and  interesting  specta- 
cle which  the  Spanish  nation  at  this  moment 
presents,  and  has  been,  for  years,  exhibiting  to  the 
world.  At  a  period  the  most  unexpected  and  un- 
hoped for,  the  entire  population  of  this  extensive 
and  beautiful  region  arose  at  once  into  new  life, 
and,  bursting  asunder  the  chains  which  the  super- 
stition and  tyranny  of  a^es  had  ri vetted  around 
them,  erected,  on  the  ruins  of  the  sternest  and 
gloomiest  despotism  upon  earth*  a  government  of 
virtual  representation  and  constitutional  liberty. 
Imperishable  be  her  institutions!  and  may  the 
spirit  of  revolution,  which  was  first  enkindled  on 
our  altars,  and  which  has  gone  forth  from  her 
borders,  be  unextinguished  until  every  despotism 
in  Europe  be  overturned ;  and  the  rights  and  in- 
dependence and  happiness  of  every  nation,  and 
people,  and  kingdom,  under  Heaven,  be  established 
upon  the  only  basis  which  the  progress  of  eolight- 
ened  opinion  shall  consent  to  rej^ard  as  legitimate 
— the  basis  of  liberty  and  equality ! 

But  to  return  to  the  subject.  Look  for  a  mo- 
ment beyond  the  Pyrenees.    At  the  Convention  of 
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Paris,  France  was  exhibited  to  the  world,  fallen, 
degraded,  and  in  chains,  at  the  feet  of  the  sover- 
eigns of  Europe.  Her  sreat  chieftain  in  captivity 
— ^er  armies  beaten  and  dispersed — her  pride  and 
military  spirit  humbled  in  the  dust.  She  seemed 
forever  struck  from  her  commanding  attitude  in 
Europe;  and  to  have  retrograded,  at  least,  half  a 
century  in  the  politics  of  Europe.  And  such,  in- 
deed, were  the  confident  predictions  of  statesmen 
and  essayists,  particularly  of  the  politicians  of  this 
country  and  Great  Britain. 

Now  mark  the  result !  Before  these  very  pre- 
dictions had  reached  the  extremities  of  the  world, 
before  the  armies  of  their  deliverers  had  ceased  to 
outrage  the  presence  of  the  French  people,  a  sys- 
tem was  alreadv  in  operation,  which  instantane- 
ously insured  tne  regeneration  of  France.  Em- 
barrassment disappeared  from  every  department 
of  the  State.  A  new  army  was  organized ;  a  for- 
midable navy  created ;  a  splendid  and  experienced 
government  and  (iourt  established  and  supported ; 
and  the  immense  tribute  of  foreign  indemnifica- 
tion extinguished  with  a  celerity  that  appeared 
like  the  operation  of  magic.  And  in  less  than  six 
years  from  the  period  of  her  signal  overthrow, 
France  arose  again  to  her  former  elevated  stand- 
ing{  the  same  great,  eflBLcient,  and  distingubhed 
nation  as  before.  And  to  what  causes,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, are  we  to  attribute  this  sudden,  this  extra- 
ordinary regeneration?  Was  it  because  the  vine 
covers  her  hills,  or  the  olive  her  valleys  ?  Was 
it  because  her  soil  was  the  richest—ber  climate 
the  healthiest,  or  her  jpjopulation  the  most  ingeni- 
ous in  Europe?  No,  sir!  It  is  to  her  admirable 
commercial  system,  to  which  we  are  to  look  for 
the  solution  of  the  question.  A  system  which 
protects  the  industry  of  France,  and  secures  to  her 
own  citizens  the  distinguished  blessings  which  the 
bounty  of  nature  hath  lavished  upon  them.  A 
system,  sir,  an  approach  towards  which  is  indicated 
by  the  bill  under  consideration. 

An  imaginary  line  separates  the  kingdom  of 
France  from  the  Netherlands.  But  if  the  Andes 
had  arisen,  or  oceans  rolled  between  them,  their 
respective  boundaries  could  not  have  been  more 
distinctly^  or  strongly,  or  palpably  marked !  On 
the  one  side  is  a  population,  active,  industrious, 
and  happy;  on  the  other,  poor,  indolent,  and 
wretched.  France  protects  the  industry  of  her  citi- 
zens ;  Holland  has  departed  from  the  system  of 
her  forefathers ;  and,  by  means  of  her  new  doc- 
trines, paralyzed  the  energies  of  the  most  indus- 
trious people  in  Europe. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  pursue  such  facts  further ; 
history,  both  ancient  and  modern,  without  a  soli- 
tar)r  exception,  attests  the  truth  or  the  proposition 
which  I  have  attempted  to  illustrate,  that  the  pro- 
tection of  manufacturing  industry,  bv  means  of 
commercial  restrictions,  is  indispensably  necessary 
to  develop  and  sustain  the  wealth  and  power  of 
nations. 

Allow  me  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee,  for  a  few  moments,  to  the 
second  proposition. 

A  further  extension  of  the  tariff  (perhaps  such 
as  is  contemplated  hy  the  bill  upon  the  table)  will 


osable  the  American  manufactarer  to  sapply  net 
only  the  domestic  consumption,  bat  compete  pro- 
fitaoly  with  other  nations  in  foreign  markets. 

The  manufacturing  question  is  very  different 
from  what  it  was  ten  years  ago.  It  then  was, 
whether  we  should  foster  and  promote  oor  infant 
establishments.  It  now  is,  whether  we  shall  sus- 
tain and  extend  our  matured  ones.  It  then  was, 
whether  we  could  manufacture  any  arti^e  as  pro- 
fitably as  we  could  purchase  it.  It  now  is,  whaher 
we  cannot,  by  additional  protection^  sell  profitably 
abroad,  as  well  as  in  the  domestic  market,  the 
fabrics  which  we  produce. 

This  may  probably  be  regarded  as  a  new.  as  it 
certainly  is  a  very  interesting  view,  which  thb 
great  national  question  begins,  legitimately,  to 
present. 

But,  are  its  objects,  Mr.  Chairman,  visionary  (v 
unattainable  ?  If  the  uniform  testimony  of  ercry 
nation  which  has  ever  existed,  be  not  entirely  de- 
lusive, and  the  experience  of  a  thousand  establish- 
ments in  our  own  country,  which  haye  stmg^ed 
into  existence  in  despite  of  every  species  of  depres* 
sion,  be  not  utterly  fallacious,  they  are  already 
within  our  reach.  Packages  of  Amerioaa  gooih 
are  at  this  moment  shipping  to  the  South  Ameri- 
can markets.  The  rise,  indeed,  and  progress  of 
these  Southern  Republics,  may  be  regarded  as  par- 
ticularly auspicious  to  the  policy  I  am  advoeaang; 
Commercial  treaties  will  anortly  be  eondnded  be- 
tween them  and  us;  and,  from  the  precedence 
which  we  bad  taken  in  recognising  their  inde- 
pendence, we  shall  constantly  be  entitled  to  the 
regard  and  privileges  of  the  most  hiffUy  &Tored 
nation.  And,  from  the  genius  of  tE«r  popula- 
tion, and  the  infinite  variety  of  their  prodnetioas, 
there  is  no  question  but  tiiat  an  extensire  and 
profitable  market  may  be  opened  to  oar  marine^ 
if  we  will  permit  our  merchants  to  adventare 
in  it. 

I  am  fully  aware,  Mr.  Chairman,  how^  Ushtly 
these  remarks — speculations,  if  you  please--aie 
regarded  by  many,  to  whom  they  are  addressed. 
But,  I  recollect,  and  the  Hoose  well  remembos, 
when  Congress  was  first  jpetitioned  to  protect  our 
cotton  manufactures,  with  what  keenness  and  de- 
rision the  idea  was  contested,  that  we  shoald  ever 
be  able,  or  at  least  for  a  long  aeries  of  years,  Id 
manu&cture  such  articles  as  profitably  as  we  could 
purchase  them.  And  yet,  av,  in  the  shortest  pos- 
sible period,  shorter,  indeed,  than  the  laost  sas- 
giiine  friend  of  the  tariff  could  have  ventured  io 
pridict  or  imagine,  the  muslins  of  India  disap- 
peared, and  our  own  fabrics,  substantially  b^tec, 
cheaper,  and  equally  abundant,  forever  sapeneded 
their  use.  And  will  not  the  same  splendid  resolts 
crown  similar  acts  of  leg[talation,  for  the  protectioB 
of  every  article  of  legitimate  mano^etoxe  in  this 
country  ? 

The  progress  which  we  have  already  made  in 
manufactures^  is  a  fact  as  surprisiag  as  it  is  coa- 
grstulatory,  if  we  regard  for  a  moment  the  feeUe 
protection  which  has  been  awarded  them,  aatf 
the  difficulties  which,  at  every  step^  they  hare  to 
oppose  and  vanquish.  It  is,  seemingly,  bat  ycstti- 
day — and,  indeed,  it  is  little  more  thui  thrice  three 
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years  since,  when  it  was  as  unirersaily  believed 
throughout  our  country,  that  we  are  as  incapable 
of  competing  profitably  with  the  foreign  manu- 
facturer, as  of  combating  successfully  the  Mistress 
of  che  Ocean  upon  her  own  element.  The  success 
of  Waltham,  however,  and  unnumbered  other 
establishments,  which  adorn  the  valleys  and  vil- 
lages of  our  cotmtry,  have  dissipated,  effectually 
dissipated,  the  one  delusion;  andthesallant  Hull, 
triumplumt  over  all  his  enemies,  has  forever  buried 
die  other^  with  the  wreck  of  the  Querriere,  in  the 
depths  of  the  Atlantic. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  brieflj  examine,  or 
rather,  I  will  glance  over,  the  principal  objections 
-which  have b^  urged  against  the  manufiicturing 
system  in  this  country.  It  has  been  denounced 
and  held  up  td^ublic  odium,  as  a  system  cakur 
lated  to  benefit  the  few  at  the  expense  of  the  many. 
JSxperience  in  every  country  heretofore,  and  m 
this  country,  as  far  as  the  experiment  has  been 
made,  has  proclaimed  in  the  most  une(]|uivocal 
manner  the  inconclusiveness  of  the  objection 

The  spirit  of  the  bill  is,  and  its  ultimate  opera- 
tion must  be,  to  destroy,  (by  multiplying  rival 
^Ktablishments,)  not  sustain  monopoly ;  to  lessen, 
(by  promoting  competition,)  not  increase,  inoroi- 
nate  profits ;  to  advance  the  interests,  not  of  indi- 
Tidoals,  but  of  the  community.  And  that  such, 
indeed,  will  be  its  eventual  operation,  may  be 
stroDfily,  if  not  conclusively^  inferred,  from  the 
hostility  manifested  towards  it  by  the  manufactu- 
reis  themselves  j  by  the  proprietors  of  such  estab- 
lishments as  have  been  enabled,  bv  means  of  large 
eapitab,  to  withstand  the  shock  ol  European  com- 
petition, and  continue  to  realize  profiuible  divi- 
dends. And  in  fact,  objections  like  the  one  under 
consideration,  inight  be  tirged  with  as  much  force, 
and  more  propriety,  against  the  navigation  of  the 
North,  and  the  agriculture  of  the  South,  and 
every  other  great  interest  of  this  country,  which  de- 
pend upon  the  exclusive  protection  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Yes,  sir,  in  free  communities,  competition 
d^troys  monopoly,  and  profitable  markets  insure 
abundance.  Ana  were  it  possible  at  this  moment 
to  exclude  from  our  shores  every  article  of  foreign 
fabric,  the  material  of  which  we  po&sess  in  abun- 
dance, there  is  scarcely  a  doubt,  (such  is  the  in- 
£nite  industry.  skiU,  and  enterprise  of  our  citi- 
zens,) that  in  naif  a  dozen  years — ^nay,  possibly  in 
a  much  shorter  period — ^we  should  be  as  cheaply 
an^l  as  abundantly  supplied  as  at  present.  But  the 
xAore  correct  policy  unquestionably  is,  to  obtain 
these  ends  by  more  progressive  means. 

Another  objection  which  has  been  urged,  with 

great  fofoe  and  plausibility,  against  the  manufac- 

turii^  system,  is  its  supposed  tendency  to  contract 

eommeree,  and  of  course  to  lessen  the  revenue. 

And  this,  im^eed,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  impairment 

of  the  revenue,  is  the  most  formidable  objection 

-which  the  manufacturing  system  has  ever  had  to 

combat  on  this  floor,  or  in  thb  country.    Direct 

taxation,  in  all  its  forms,  is  so  odious  to  the  Ame- 

rica^ti  people,  that,  rather  than  submit  to  its  exac- 

tio0^  they  will  tolerate  any  system  of  revenue, 

Ixo'vrcver  ultimately  ruinous  it  may  prove. 

:8ut  is  theol]jection  entitled  to  the  consideration 


which  it  has  received  ?  No,  sir.  It  is  an  axiom 
in  political  economy,  utterly  incontrovertible,  that 
the  interests  of  the  revenue  are  advanced  by  what- 
ever tends  to  promote  domestic  industry  and 
wealth.  Such  is  the  idea — ^ils  exact  expression  I 
have  forgotten.  Examples  without  number  might 
be  adduced  in  confirmation  of  this  doctrine;  fiit, 
fearful  of  trespassing  upon  the  patience  of  the 
Committee,  I  cannot  pause  to  collect  them,  and 
will  merely  observe,  in  passing,  that  manufactur- 
ing establishments  create-^understand  me,  sir, 
creoU — purchasing  commmtUia  of  foreign  produc- 
tions, which  directly  advance,  in  proportion  to 
their  population,  the  interests  of  tne  Treasury. 
The  cbstly  bonnets  of  Italy,  and  silks  of  France 
and  China,  find  already  an  extensire  market  in 
our  manufacturing  districts.  And  the  consumj^- 
tion  of  the  ordinary  necessaries  of  tea,  cofiee,  and 
sugar,  are  doubled  and  trebled  in  a  community 
whose  expenditures  may  be  always  accuratdy 
rated  by  their  capacity  to  purchase.  And  thus, 
sir,  the  injury  which  the  revenue  sustains,  by  the 
lessened  importation  of  one  article,  (the  article 
manufactured  at  home,)  is  fully,  if  not  more  than 
repaired,  by  the  increased  consumption  of  others. 
And  such  is,  and  must  forever  continue  to  be,  the 
obvious  and  necessary  operation  of  every  Iqg^iti- 
mate  manufacturing  establishment  in  our  country. 

Another  objection  to  the  manufacturing  system, 
(and  this  is  the  last  one  which  I  shall  notic^}  is 
its  alleged  operation  upon  the  morals  of  society, 
in  inducing  vice  and  misery. 

Whatever  truth  this  objection  may  have  in  its 
application  to  the  limited  extent  of  European 
countries,  and  the  crowded  and  peculiar  popula- 
tion of  their  cities,  it  is  entirely  lost  in  its  bearing 
upon  the  manufacturing  estaolishments  of  this 
country,  which  are  scattered  over  an  immense 
territory,  and  whose  peculation  bear,  and  will  for- 
ever continue  to  bear,  a  small  relative  proportion 
to  the  rest  of  the  community. 

Manchoters  and  Birmiaghams,  those  theatres 
upon  which  such  fearful  scenes  of  vice  and  misery 
have  been  exhibited,  we  have  no  rwht  to  appre- 
hend will  ever  arise  amongst  us.  Our  immeas- 
uraUe  territory  forms  our  everlasting  protection. 
Opprosion  may  reach,  but  not  permanendy,  the 
American  laborer.  He  is  a  freeman,  who  pos- 
sesses the  right  and  capacity  of  chan^n^  his  resi- 
dence and  employment  whenever  his  disposition 
may  lead  him  to  pursue  his  happinesss  elsewhere. 
For  him  there  is  a  land  of  jnromise  and  refuge 
blooming  in  the  West. 

The  Kttiopean,  on  the  contrary,  is  a  a  slave  who 
is  chained  by  the  severest  fate  to  a  single  spot,  and 
compiled  by  the  sternest  necessity  to  pray  for  the 
wretched  pnvilege  of  earning  his  daily  and  scanty 
subsistence.  For  him  there  ia  no  transition  but 
from  the  workshop  to  the  poorhouse — ^there  is  no 
refuge  but  the  grave. 

But,  even  in  England,  where  this  objection  ap- 
j^ies  with  its  full  force,  and  where  man  is  exhibited 
in  "  masses  of  misery,"  as  the  suffering  population 
of  her  manu&cturing  districts  have  been  aptly 
and  stroi^^ly  termed — ^yet  even  there,  (unexpected 
as  the  fact  may  be)  we  are  assured  by  her  ablest 
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Statists  that  vice  and  pauperism  characterize  more 
certainly  her  agricultural  tbaa  her  manufacturing 
population.  At  any  rate,  it  will  not  be  denied,  in 
our  country,  wherever  such  establishments  have 
been  successfully  located,  that,  instead  of  vice,  and 
crime,  and  paupierism  gathering  in  their  circles,  the 
country  has  flourished  around  them,  and  the  com- 
forts and  independence  of  the  people  been  con- 
stantly advanced. 

Why  has  the  tide  of  emigration  from  New  Eng- 
land ceased  to  flow  ?  Is  independence  no  longer 
to  be  won  in  the  wilderness  of  the  West ;  or,  is 
its  frontier  still  swept  and  desolated  by  the  savage  ? 
No,  sir.  The  motive  for  emigration  is  extinguished. 
New  England  has  become,  or  partly  become,  a 
manufacturing  district,  and  the  poor  man  has 
again  found,  around  the  home  of  his  fathers,  con- 
stant employment  and  libenl  wages — those  certain 
and  inexhaustible  sources  of  the  happiness  of  in- 
dividuals, and  the  glory  and  wealth  of  nations. 

A  few  moments  more,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  I 
will  cease  to  trespass  upon  the  indulgence  of  the 
Committee. 

The  situation  of  our  country  is  truly  felicitous. 
Blessinp,  indeed,  of  every  kind,  surround  us. 
Glory  has  crowned  the  past,  and  the  future  is 
glowing  with  the  most  brilliant  destinies.  Never 
were  there  institutions,  in  politics,  more  admirable 
than  our  own.  They  embrace  the  wisdom  of  every 
age,  and  the  perfection  of  every  system ;  and,  in- 
dependently of  the  blessinffs  wnich  we- have  cre- 
ated for  ourselves,  what  has  not  the  bounty  of 
nature  lavished  upon  us? 

Our  mighty  rivers,  our  capacious  bays,  our  in- 
land seas,  indicate  capacities  for  commerce  which 
have  never  been  surpassed,  nor  equalled.  Our 
mountains  abound  witn  coal  and  iron — the  agents 
and  materials  of  our  future  manufacturing  superi- 
ority;  and  the  extent  and  variety  of  our  soil,  pro- 
ductive in  all  the  great  staples  of  commerce,  aided, 
too,  by  facilities  for  internal  communication,  which 
are  as  gratifying  as  they  are  unbounded,  will  for- 
ever distinguish  our  affriculture. 

To  promote  the  industry  of  this  great  nation ; 
to  develop  its  resources ;  to  mature,  sustain,  and 
extend  its  existing  interests  and  institutions,  are 
the  objects  of  the  present  bill. 

Our  manufacturing  industry,  let  me  repeat  again, 
is  no  longer  a  subject  of  partial  protection,  or  con- 
tingent legislation,  but  constitutes  one  of  the  great 
interests  of.  the  country,  and  is  fully  entitled  to  the 
most  efficient  and  permanent  protection.  Let  the 
bill,  therefore,  Mr.  Chairman  pass — pass  without 
embarrassment  or  amendment.  Gk)  further,  and 
resolve,  from  this  moment,  to  exclude  from  your 
shores  every  species  of  foreign  fabric  which  you 
can  profitably  manufacture  at  home.  Nay,  sir,  go 
one  step  still  further.  And,  as  intimately  and  es- 
essentially  connected  with  your  manufacturing 
policy,  establish  a  liberal  ana  enlightened  system 
of  internal  improvement,  accommodated  to  your 
immediate  wants  and  commensurate  with  your 
future  necessities;  and  which  has  been  urged 
npon  your  consideration  by  the  voice  and  will  of 
your  constituents,  as  fully,  and  unequivocally,  and 


universally  expressed,  as  they  ever  have  been  ap» 
any  question  of  great  national  expedieney— ud 
there  is  no  state  of  prospective  wealth  and  iode 
pendence  which  we  cannot  reach ;  there  is  no 
eminence  of  national  power  and  glory  unto  wiiick 
we  will  not  attain. 

When  Mr.  H.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Tattnall,  of  Georgia,  addressed  the  Clair. 
He  expressed  himself  as  fully  sensible  of  the  Ube^ 
ality  and  friendly  politeness  of  the  honorable  een- 
tleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Batlies,)  in 
yielding  the  floor  to  him  on  the  present  occasion. 
The  object  of  that  gentleman  was  to  take  up  tbe 
bill  in  detail,  for  the  purpose  only  of  cbangioi 
some  of  its  features.  My  object,  said  Mr.  T.,  is 
different.  I  am  willing  to  recdve  this  bill  io  so 
shape.  I  am  therefore  not  inclined  to  eater  upoa 
the  discussion  of  the  propriety  of  any  ameodmests 
that  may  be  contemplated.  I  am  altogether  op- 
posed to  the  system  which  it  is  intended  to  up- 
hold ;  and  am  desirous  of  testing,  at  once,  the 
sense  of  this  House,  whether  it  is  prepared  to  eoiff 
upon  the  policy,  so  boldly  recommended  upon  tbis 
occasion,  of  encouraging  our  domestic  lnanaf3^ 
tures  by  the  imposition  of  duties  completely  pio- 
hibitory  of  foreign  importations.  His  objections 
to  this  bill  were  twofold ;  first,  because  of  its  oper- 
ation in  relation  to  the  people,  geneialh,  of  tlie 
United  States;  and,  secondly,  because  or  its  bear- 
ing upon  the  particular  district  of  the  coontry 
from  which  he  nad  the  honor  to  come.  Hewoald 
briefly  state  his  general  objections  to  the  policy 
upheld  by  this  bill ;  and,  in  the  course  of  the  fev 
remarks  with  which  he  would  burden  the  attea- 
tion  of  the  Committee,  he  would  endeavor  to  lake 
some  sliffht  notice  of  the  arguments  urged  in  its 
favor.  In  the  first  place,  said  Mr.  T.,  I  would  re- 
mark that,  to  authorize  us  to  pass  this  bill.geatie* 
men  should  not  only  convince  ns  that  it  is  caJcn- 
iated  to  benefit  the  manufacturing  interests,  bot 
they  must  also  place  it  beyond  a  doubt  that  the 
other  classes  of  laborers  in  our  countrv  will  not 
be  injuriously  affected.  The  capacity  of  theGo^ 
ernment  to  benefit  may  be  unlimited.  Not  so  its 
power  to  injure.  It  may  have  a  right  to  adraocc 
the  interests  of  manufactures.  It  can  hare  bo 
right  to  interfere  with  the  prosperity,  or  check  tbe 
progress  of  agriculture  and  commerce,  particular^, 
as  tne  two  latter  cover  a  space,  in  importance.  ^ 
incomparably  mater  extent  As  fiir  as  be  txm 
inform  himself;  and  as  far  as  his  reflection  up^^ 
the  subject  extended,  he  was  satisfied  that,  insMi 
of  its  being  proved  that  the  agricultural  and  com- 
mercial interests  would  not  be  injured,  it  v^ 
clear  to  his  mind  that  the  contrary  would  be  tbe 
effect.  Nay.  sir,  said  he,  I  am  satisfied  that  m 
has  already  been  the  case  to  a  partial  degree;  i 
know,  at  least,  it  has  beeh  so  in  regard  to  agrico> 
ture,  in  the  quarter  of  the  country  in  which  I  re- 
side. He  could  not,  therefore,  give  his  assent  to 
the  bill.  On  the  contrary,  be  felt  it  his  dotrte 
raise  his  voice  against  it.  He  regarded  it  as  »' 
just  and  grievous ;  unjust,  as  it  is  partial  leff9^ 
tion,  intended  to  benefit  a  few;  and  grieroo^'' 
it  promises  to  seriously  afflict  the  interests  ^^^j. 
other  portion  of  our  community.    No  buncos 
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should  be  imposed  but  for  the  support  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  these  should  bear  equally  upon  the 
shoulders  of  alL  Any  other  principle  is  oppres- 
sive and  unjust.  If  you  give  a  bounty  to  one 
class,  you  must  take  so  much  from  the  common 
stock.  You  cannot  encourage  all;  for  to  take 
from  a  common  stock  to  encourage  all,  would  be 
preposterous.  To  be  just,  therefore,  you  must  not 
interfere.  The  attention  of  the  Gk>vernment  must 
not  be  directed  to  a  single  object.  Nineteen-twen- 
tieths  of  the  people  of  this  country  are  engaged  in 
agriculture  and  commerce,  either  directljr  or  indi- 
rectly. Is  it  just,  then,  to  pass  a  bill  which  shall 
cramp  their  enorts,  or  lessen  their  profits,  simply 
to  benefit  the  renaaining  twentieth  ?  Sir,  said  Mr. 
T.,  this  is  a  matter  of  too  serious  consideration  to 
be  disregarded  by  this  Committee.  Oentlemen 
may  deny  the  fact  of  injury  to  these  interests. 
They  may  make  long  speeches  in  this  House,  and 
write  long  treatises  out  of  it.  But  they  will  argue 
and  write  in  vain. 

I  assert  the  fact  of  injury,  and  I  do  so  upon  the 
rery  best  mund.  I  call  upon  ^ntlemen  to  show 
me  a  single  instance  of  the  agricultural  or  com- 
mercial portions  of  our  country  acquiescing  in 
such  an  opinion  as  they  advance.  Every  man  is 
supposed  to  understand  his  own  business  best;  and, 
\f  (his  maxim  be  correct,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
what  effect  a  system  of  bounties  and  protecting 
duties  will  have  upon  these  portions  of  the  na* 
tional  community.  No,  sir,  the  only  proofs  to  the 
contrary  are  to  be  found  in  the  feeble  whinings 
and  flimsy  arguments  of  some  of  these  very  man* 
ufactnrers  themselves.  Pass  such  an  abominable 
biJJ  as  this,  and  depend  upon  it,  sir,  a  whole  nation 
will  thunder  disapprobation  in  your  ears.  I  say 
abominable,  and  hope  that  I  may  be  permitted  to 
pronounce  it  so.  Those  who  know  me,  know  I 
am  not  inclined  to  be  |>ersonally  offensive  upon 
improper  occasions.  It  is  not  my  fault,  sir,  (said 
Mr.  T.,)  if,  in  condemning  the  iruit,  tne  goodly 
character  of  the  tree  also  should  be  supposed  to  be 
implicated.  The  agricultural  portions  of  our  coun- 
try, as  well  as  the  commercial,  have  not  been  si- 
lent on  this  subject.  They  have  frequently  laid 
before  you  their  strong  protests  against  the  system 
upheld  by  this  bill.  And  are  we  to  dictate  to  thefn 
what  measures  shall  be  adopted  to  promote  their 
own  interests?  If  our  community  could  be  com- 
pared to  a  family  of  children,  ignorant  of  their 
own  good,  and  incapable  of  providing  for  their 
own  wants,  then  indeed  it  might  be  well  enough 
to  stretch  forth  the  parental  care  of  the  Govern- 
ment. But,  as  freemen,  we  must  acknowledge 
that  our  Qovernment  is  founded  upon  a  contrary 
principle.  We  think  the  people  capable  of  man- 
aging their  own  concerns.  Our  Government  is 
au  agency,  not  a  guardianship.  He  would  grtint 
that  It  is  the  only  Government  established  upon 
such  a  principle.  But  it  is  no  less  true  on  that 
account.  Let  the  people,  therefore,  alone.  When 
they  find  they  cannot  live  by  agriculture  or  com- 
merce, let  them  try  something  else.  But  he  en- 
treated they  might  be  allowed  to  do  as  they  please. 
If  they  prefer  the  plough  to  the  shuttle,  or  the 
spade  to  the  needle,  why,  in  Heaven's  name,  let 


them  alone.  It  is  not  necessary,  in  order  that  all 
their  wants  might  be  supplied,  and  all  their  inter- 
ests be  defended,  that  gentlemen  should  officiously 
interfere  to  compel  a  part  to  leave  the  active  pur- 
suits of  husbandry  for  the  purpose  of  sitting  cross- 
leg|;ed  upon  a  tailor's  board.  Depend  upon  it,  sir, 
(said  Mr.  T.,)  the  people  of  this  country  are  sharp- 
sighted  enough  to  do  what  will  conduce  to  their 
benefit.  There  is  no  nation  in  the  world  having, 
to  an  equal  degree,  the  individual  intelligence, 
enterprise,  and  calculating  qualities  of  this  nation. 
The  people  of  this  country  will  never  extend  their 
industry  in  any  direction  further  than  they  may 
find  it  conducive  to  their  profit.  If,  then,  the  in- 
terests of  the  country  are  arrayed  in  opposition  to 
this  manufacturing  scheme,  why  should  we  at- 
tempt to  aid  its  operation  ?  When  it  becomes  the 
interest  of  this  nation  to  become  a  manufacturing 
nation,  then  will  the  object  of  gentlemen  be  ac- 
complished. Gentlemen  must  wait  until  this  na- 
tural effect  is  produced  by  the  natural  cause.  It 
is  idle  to  attempt  to  force  it.  You  might  as  well 
attempt  to  compel  from  the  tree  the  production 
of  its  fruit  at  an  immaturity  of  age,  when  nature 
forbids  it. 

Where,  sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  is  the  necessity  of  tak- 
ing any  step  at  all  on  this  subject  ?  Why  are  we 
attempting  an  innovation  upon  the  system  which 
wisdom  has  hitherto  pointea  out  to  us  ?  Look  at 
this  nation — in  infancy,  indeed,  yet  with  all  the 
strength  of  tnanhood — the  growth  of  but  a  few 
years,  and  yet  spreading  over  a  vast  empire,  and 
enjoying  in  every  portion  of  it  plenty,  if  not  opu- 
lence! Why  should  we  change  our  policy  ?  Have 
we  not  increased  in  population  and  in  wealth  in 
a  degree  unexampled  m  history?  And  is  this 
entirely  owin(|[  to  any  great  superiority  of  our  cli- 
mate or  our  soil  ?  Is  France,  is  England,  is  Italy, 
unblest  in  these  particulars  ?  No,  sir ;  but  France, 
England,  and  Italy,  want  the  happy  influence  of 
our  free  Government,  and  the  bright  sunshine  of 
our  liberal  policy.  We  have  none  of  their  restric- 
tions, none  of  their  monopolies,  and  none  of  their 
aristocracies,  that  feed  like  a  canker  upon  the 
prosperity  of  their  people.  Adopt,  however,  the 
system  proposed,  and,  said  Mr.  T.,  it  requires  no 

Erophet  to  predict  that,  in  a  few  years,  you  will 
ave  each  of  these  evils,  and  then  your  prosperity 
will  be  withered,  and  your  country  will  be  ruinea. 
Depend  upon  it  sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  we  cannot  with 
safety  attempt  the  diversion,  by  artificial  means, 
of  a  part  of  the  stream  of  labor,  without  materially 
affecting  the  depth  and  force  and  utility  of  the 
whole  stream.  We  must  have  an  eye  to  the  gen- 
eral interests  of  the  country,  otherwise  we  ^all 
find  ourselves,  like  Spain,  with  the  materials  of 
wealth  in  our  possession,  yet  poor,  degraded,  and 
impotent.  Give  space  tor  the  aetivitv  of  every 
branch  of  industry,  and  we  may  flourish ;  limit  iL 
Vre  must  decay.  Enterprise  is  the  very  soul  of 
industry;  but  enterprise  must  be  unshackled — it 
must  move  through  your  country  as  free  as  the 
winds  that  visit  it. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  our  prosperity  that  we 
should  become  a  manufacturing  people.  Why 
should  a  different  policy  be  pursued  by  nations^ 
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from  that  pursued  by  individuals  in  society  ?  Does 
^every  man  weave  his  own  stuff,  and  make  his  own 
x;oat?  Does  he  tan  his  own  leather^  and  make 
his  own  shoes?  No,  sir;  we  all  gam  by^  inter- 
changes of  labor.  To  flourish  as  a  nation,  we 
need  not  do  every  thine.  Let  us  furni.sh  materials 
'--let  others  fabricate  tnem.  With  them  mechan- 
ical labor  may  be  cheaper.  With  us  the  agricul- 
tural pursuit  may  be  the  most  profitable.  Let  us, 
therefore,  employ  them  as  our  mechanics.  In 
r^ard  to  the  application  of  mechanical  labor,  said 
Mr.  T.,  I  have  my  doubts  if  we  can  ever  cope  with 
them.  Foreign — that  is,  European — nations,  have 
a  surplus  population.  This  is  not  the  case  with 
us,  and  will  not  be,  as  long  as  we  shall  have  im- 
mense forests  still  waiting  for  the  axe  of  the  hus- 
bandman. Mr.  T.  said  it  was  the  common  cant 
of  the  day  to  call  every  act  in  favor  of  manufac- 
tures an  act  to  promote  domestic  industry.  Such 
a  tkle  was  imposing :  and  although  men  of  sense 
and  discrimination  were  not  to  be  won  by  names 
and  titles,  yet  still,  with  the  mass  of  the  people, 
such  an  idea  was  calculated  to  produce  a  feeling 
favorable  to  the  bill.  Gentlemen,  said  he,  would 
make  us  believe  that  a  portion  of  the  industry  of 
the  country  had  been  slumbering  for  years  past, 
and  that  it  had  been  roused  into  action  by  their 
exertions.  This  is  not  the  case.  Their  exertions, 
at  best,  only  tend  to  give  a  new  direction  to  in- 
dustry. It  is  taking  from  one  class  to  add  to 
mother.  It  is  perhaps  making  (or,  if  gentlemen 
prefer  the  tem,  manufoicturvng)  a  sickly  manufac- 
turer out  of  a  sturdjT  husbandman.  Keep  away 
the  inducemaits  wmeh  you  would  hold  out,  and 
you  leave  to  its  free  exercise  the  industry  of  the 
one  class ;  hold  them  out,  and  you  encourage  the 
labor  of  the  other.  In  either  case,  (taking  the 
correctness  of  the  position  as  granted,)  and  you 
find  domestic  industry  exercised.  The  only  dlfler- 
enee  is  in  the  subject  of  its  application. 

Mr.  T.  was  also  opposed  to  the  lull  from  its 
oppressive  character.  The  imposition  of  protect- 
ing duties  operates  as  a  bounty  to  manufactures. 
Now,  sir,  said  he,  the  consumer,  in  every  instance, 
pays  this  amount  Where  he  consumes  domestic 
articles,  he  pays  it  to  the  manufacturer ;  and,  in 
addition  to  tnis,  he  is  saddled  with  the  expense  of 
the  Government.  And  who,  pray,  sir,  are  the 
consumers  ?  Or,  in  plainer  terms,  who  form  the 
great  mass  of  your  population?  The  manulkc- 
turers  ?  No,  sir.  They  form  but  an  inconsider* 
able  portion  of  your  population.  The  benefit, 
then,  is  enjoyed  by  the  few,  and  the  burden 
by  tke  many  ?  Is  not  this  tyranny  ?  Yes,  sir ; 
and  tyranny  of  the  most  shameful  kind!  The 
creation  of  these  manufactories  by  legislative 
acts,  and  the  forcing,  as  it  were,  this  class 
upon  our  national  conomunity,  was  as  odious 
in  his  view,  and  as  grating  to  his  feelings,  as 
would  be  the  quartering  and  distribution  of  a  mil- 
itary body  among  a  peaceable  community.  In 
either  instance,  the  feeling[s  of  the  community  are 
in  opposition.  In  either  instance  their  int^rity 
is  violated,  their  comforts  are  curtailed,  and  their 
interests  are  assailed.  Both  cases  are  equally  ab- 
horrent to  our  nature  as  freemen. 


Mr.  T.  abo  thought  every  principle  of  pohn 
was  opposed  to  the  bill  under  considcraUoiL  A 
strong  reason  against  one  of  the  principal  fettom 
in  the  system  prc^iosed,  is,  that  ul  eompetitioo  u 
the  market  would  be  destroyed,  conseqwDtljr,  t^e 
purchaser  would  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  seller.  It 
does  really  seem  to  me,  6«d  Mr.  T.,  that  some 
eentlemen,  when  acting  in  this  Hall,  are  cotirelf 
forgetful  of  the  plain  commoB-sense  priadpla 
which  £[Ovem  than  at  home,  not  oaly  i&  \^ 
private  individual  capacities,  but  as  membetsof 
the  community.  Is  there  oae  of  yoo,  said  be,  that 
is  dependent  upon  a  market  for  the  daily  supply 
of  your  families,  that  would  conacBt  togire  u 
exclusive  privilege  of  furnishing  that  market  witli 
meats  and  vegetaldes,  to  one  or  two  BODopolists. 
or,  in  short,  to  any  limited  number?  Woald  m 
not  strenuously  oppose  such  aa  arraaffemait,ta(i 
in  short,  do  not  the  regulations  of  afl  your  mi- 
kets,  strictly  guard  agaiast  such  a  moDopdy,  and 
even  go  so  far  as  to  prevent  persons  from  ])Qrcbi»> 
ing  any  considerable  quantity  of  articles,  so  as  :c 
materially  affect  the  influence  which  a  cooped- 
tion  would  produce?  And,  in  theaameofeoD- 
mon  sense,  where  is  the  diiORsrence  ia  this  case  \ 
The  principle  is  the  same.  Principles  are  imms- 
table.  The  effect  in  that  case,  were  these  regaia- 
tions  not  enforced,  would  be  to  make  joa  ^) 
double  for  your  supplies.  The  efieei,  m  this 
case,  will  be  the  same.  Would  yon  dna  it  ftQ 
argument  against  such  salutary  regulatiofis,  that 
a  contrary  procedure  would  certainly  enhch  the 
few  sellers  in  your  markets?  Woold  not  yoo, 
and  the  great  mass  of  purchasers,  fed  iodignast 
at  the  su|pgestion  ?  But  here,  in  this  Hall,  wboe 
wisdom  is  most  needed,  forsooth,  it  mast  be  leasi 
used  1  The  plain  principles  of  common  sense  are 
here  below  our  notice.  We  are  too  refined  for 
these.  We  cannot  condescend  to  use  then.  No- 
thing sublunary  will  answer  for  our  purpose.  H  e 
must  have  some  splendid  theory  to  gorso  os 
here! 

Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  these  fantasies  should  beex- 
pelled  from  these  walls.  They  are  only  ealcs* 
lated,  by  heating  our  imaginations,  to  mislead  oor 
judgments.  There  is  no  essential  di&renoe  in  the 
two  cases  which  I  have  iust  assimilated  to  ear^ 
other.  The  subject  to  which  you  apply  the  pot* 
ciple  for  which  I  contend,  is  precisely  the  same  u 
its  character,  only  differing  in  extent— the  one  is  a 
small  community,  the  oUmt  a  large  one— the  m« 
is  a  city,  the  other  a  nation. 

Mr.  T.  said,  he  confessed  that  he  did  not  fi» 
to  see  the  manufacturing  interest  thhre  to  aar 
great  extent  in  this  country,  even  if  it  eoQlddo» 
without  the  assistance  of  the  QovemmenL  The 
history  of  England,  and  the  little  experience «« 
haVe  had  in  this  country,  serve  to  convince  k 
that  the  benefit  of  such  an  interest  is  confiaed^ 
a  very  few.  They  reach  not  the  ouss  of  is^ 
viduals  employed  in  the  pursuit,  but  are  eoonaed 
to  a  few,  a  very  few,  capitalists.  Id  hxX,  ih*' 
but  ereat  capitalists  can  conduct  the  operati*)**' 
QenUemen  may  deny  this ;  they  may  sar  ^ 
great  means  may  be  required,  yet  the  combiaf^ 
of  many  individuals  may  furnish  these.  He  w^ 
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aaswet  them,  bjr  saying,  these  will  always  dwin- 
dle down  in  number  to  a'  very  few,  however  no- 
m^oos  they  may  be  at  first.  In  fact,  said  he,  a 
large  Qomber  of  persons  is  not  calculated  to  man- 
age aojr  concern.  It  will  always  be  the  object  to 
raioee  the  number  of  proprietors  as  low  as  possi- 
Ut  as  who  will  confide  in  others  as  implicitly  as 
Jumself ?  We  all  like  to  have  as  complete  a  con- 
trol as  possiUe  over  our  own  affairs.  What  is  the 
eoQseqaence,  then  ?  The  neater  capitalists  even- 
toallf  monopolize  the  whde.  Now,  sir,  said  Mr. 
T^  it  is  the  })olicy  of  our  Government  to  discour- 
age every  thing  which  has  a  tendency  to  limit 
the  possession  of  wealth  to  a  few ;  yet  this  evil 
has  always  attended  manufacturine  countries. 
He  appealed  to  the  present  state  of  Kngland—he 
vp^aki  to  our  own  country  for  the  truth  of  the 
rooarL 

The  owners  of  these  establishments  will  be 
wealthy ;  but  who  are  the  persons  who  will  per- 
fonn  the  labor  ?  Whv,  sir,  a  population  more  fit 
ior  the  feeCid  atmospoere  of  despotism  than  for 
this  free  country — a  poor,  weak,  servile  set,  ready 
to  go  or  come  at  the  Deck  of  each  lordly  proprie- 
tor,  prepared  to  obey,  in  every  {larticular,  whe- 
ther to  weave  a  yard  of  cloth  or  give  a  vote  at  an 
electioQ.  A  population,  in  short,  as  slavish,  in  re- 
^tf,  as  the  negroes  of  the  Soutkero  States.  The 
gtntieman  from  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Holcombb) 
appean  to  think  differently.  He  seems  to  regard 
this  class  of  the  commnnity  with  singular  respect. 
He  telb  you  that  New  Kngland  is,  and  has  for 
some  tiiDe  past  been,  a  manufactorinjf  nation  ;  he 
npdi(whathe  deems)  the  foul  aspersion  cast  upon 
a  maQQ&ctoring  community,  and  he  points,  as  in 
^omph,  to  the  achievements  of  the  pliant  Hull! 
Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  I  fully  sympathize  with  that  gen- 
tleman in  the  feelings  which  he  pours  forth,  and 
the  admiration  which  he  expresses  in  regard  to 
this  distinguished  warrior.  JSut,  let  me  ask  the 
gentlemao,  does  he  expect  to  find  a  Hull — does  he 
^t  to  find  a  hero  of  this  gigantic  mould  with- 
^  the  sickly  circle  of  a  manufactory  ?  No,  sir. 
He  most  look  for  him  through  the  expansive  fields 
of  yooragricoltural  community^  or  on  the  bound- 
less waye  of  the  ocean  !  Genius  or  valor  must 
^ot  be  fettered  by  restraints,  or  circumscribed  in 
actioQ.  Sir,  I  shall  not  attempt  to  depict  the  pop- 
QtatioQ  which  we  should  have  in  the  event  or  our 
c^ootry  becoming  filled  with  manufactories.  I 
»ali  not  tttempt  to  draw  the  contrast  between 
those  wretches  with  which  gentlemen  are  propose 
"ig  to  fiO  this  nation,  and  the  other  classes  of  tneir 
coomrjpQteD,  the  sturdy  yeomanry,  who,  during 
ovlateooatest,  l»easted  the  invasion  of  our  ene- 
|pf|  and  the  brave  and  enterprising  seaman  who 
"ghied  up  cTery  sea  with  the  splendor  of  your 
^'  Krery  one  must  see  the  diflference  which 
*j«  exist-^very  one  must  see  the  degeneracv 
Which  will  ensue.  The  preservation  of  indivia- 
^independence among  our  citizens  is  essential 
^  the  coDtinuance  of  our  free  institutions.    If  we 

p  ^  yet,  in  the  Northern  States^  (and  I  am 
vuiiAg  to  believe  it,])  escaped  contammation,  it  is 
^ly  because  the  agricultural  influence  is  happily 
^  greatfy  predominant.     This  influence  will 


daily,  however,  become  less  operative.  The  pres- 
ent state  of  the  manufacturing  class,  in  the  larg- 
est manufacturing  country  in  the  world,  afibrds 
of  itself  testimony,  of  this  certain  result,  too  pow- 
erful to  be  resisted.  For  my  part,  sir,  said  Mr.  T., 
I  could  with  pleasure  witness  the  combustion  of 
almost  every  manufacturing  establishment  as  they 
may  be  erected.  I  might  deeply  svmpathize  in 
the  loss  of  individuals.  But  the  inuividuaPs  loss 
would  be  the  public's  gain. 

Mr.  T.  had  another  objection  to  the  encourage- 
ment of  manufttctories.  It  is  their  interest  to  pro- 
mote a  war.  A  state  of  war  is  favorable  to  a 
more  complete  monopoly.  They  thrive  most  when 
the  country  sufiers  most.  From  the  wealth  of 
their  proprietors,  their  influence  over  the  Qovem- 
ment  and  its  measures,  would  be  as  dangerous  as 
it  would  be  extensive ;  and  God  help  us,  sir,  said 
he,  when  a  moneyed  aristocracy  (as  a  ^ntleman 
once  forciblv  remarked,  on  this  floor,)  is  to  "ride 
rouffh-shod  "  over  our  country. 

Another  efiect  of  this  system,  is  the  influence 
which  it  will  have  in  reducing  our  revenue,  and 
in  introducing  direct  taxes-— oppressive  in  their 
effect,  and  odious  in  their  character.  Mr.  T.  said 
he  must  difier  from  some  gentlemen,  in  regard  to 
its  influence  upon  our  revenue.  He  was  confident 
the  calculations  upon  our  revenue  would  fail,  for 
he  was  sure  the  almost  total  exclusion  of  foreign 
articles  must  be  the  consequence.  We  must  then 
resort  to  direct  taxation ;  and,  as  the  expenses  of 
our  Qovernment  are  multiplying  every  year,  we 
may  expect  to  have  a  tax-gatherer  daily  spying 
upon  the  privacy  of  our  dwellings.  The  tram  of 
evils,  sir,  will  be  great— direct  taxation,  serious 
injury  to  agriculture ;  the  stagnation  of  our  com- 
merce, and  the  consequent  destruction  of  our 
navy!  These  are  evils  which,  (with  due  defer- 
ence to  others,  who  difib*,)  he  could  not  think  ex- 
isted merely  in  his  imagination.  And  are  we, 
said  he,  preparad  to  encounter  them  ?  He  could 
easily  understand  how  an  individual  should  sac- 
rifice himself  for  the  benefit  of  his  country,  but 
the  doctrine  was  not  a  good  one,  in  his  view, 
which  required  a  sacrifice  of  a  country  for  indi- 
viduals. Are  we  again,  he  asked — he  emphati- 
cally asked — are  we  prepared  to  encounter  these 
evils  ?  Look  at  the  extent  of  the  public  debt.  It 
is  a  disgrace  to  our  country,  and  a  standing  libel 
upon  toe  economy  of  our  Government.  And  do 
we  ever  expect  to  pay  this  debtbv  extending  boun- 
ties to  manufactures,  and  excludinff  the  importa- 
tion of  foreign  articles  1  If  we  do,  said  he,  we 
must  adopt  a  difierent  kind  of  "  sinking  fund  " 
from  that  with  which  we  have  been  so  long  gull- 
ing the  good  peo)>le  of  this  country. 

Another  objection  to  this  system  of  bounti^,  or 
prohibition  of  foreign  importations,  (for  it  is  all 
the  same  thing,)  is,  that  the  Government  cannot 
secure  to  the  object  intended  to  be  benefited,  the 
benefit  intended.  You  may  give  bounty  upon 
bounty — the  State  governments  will  impose  tax 
upon  tax--4ind  where  is  this  to  end  ?  The  con- 
sumers of  the  articles  manufactured,  have  not  only, 
therefore,  to  give  the  manufacturer  a  profit  for  his 
labor,  and  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  General 
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Gk)verDmeDt,  but  they  have  also  to  support  the  ex- 
penses of  the  State  goveroments.  As  fast  as  your 
General  Grovernment  confers  a  benefit,  your  State 
governments  sponge  it  up  by  taxation.  The  fact 
already  exists.  The  manufacturing  establishments 
in  our  country  are  aireadv  taxed  by  their  respective 
State  governments.  The  sooner,  therefore,  we 
retrace  our  steps,  the  better.  I  am  not  so  certain 
that  the  manufacturing  establishments  in  our 
country  require  the  aid  which  is  now  asked. 
They  have  many  advantages  over  foreigners. 
The  raw  material  is  cheaper^  the  expense?  attend- 
ing the  shipping  and  unlading,  and  the  freight, 
and  insurance,  are  so  much  gain  to  them ;  and. 
besides  this,  the  duties  imposed  for  the  support  or 
the  Government,  (which  are  now  greater  than  the 
revenue  requires,^  are  added.  These  advantages^ 
he  thought,  should  be  deemed  sufficient ;  and  so, 
indeed,  he  was  informed,  they  were.  I  am  told, 
said  he,  the  manufacturinff  interest  does  not  need 
any  thing  further  from  the  Gk)vernment ;  and  I 
am  led  to  believe  that  those  who  are  now  calling 
for  assistance,  have  either  local  difficulties  to  con- 
tend against,  or  are  too  impatient  to  be  rich,  to 
await  the  slow  progress  or  a  gradual  laborious 
accumulation  of  wealth.  The  husbandman  must 
"  toil  and  sweat"  for  his  daily  bread,  and  must  be 
contented  with  a  very  moderate  profit ;  but  these 
sentry  must,  with  a  stroke  of  the  political  wand, 
have  a  mine  of  gold  at  once  at  their  command  ! 
That  some  of  these  applicants  for  legislative  aid 
stand  in  need  of  assistance,  he  could  readilv  be- 
lieve ;  and  that  many  of  them  want  capital  and 
industry  both,  he  could  easily  suspect ;  but  he 
would  reply  to  them  as  he  would  to  any  lazy 
beggar,  who  relies  more  upon  the  aid  of  others, 
than  upon  his  own  industry  and  enterprise — he 
would  say,  "  go  and  work,  and  if  one  kind  of  em- 
ployment will  not  support  you,  try  another."  If, 
however,  he  was  not  mistaken  in  this  particular, 
and  that  the  manufacturers  sfenerally  throughout 
our  country  were  to  be  regarded  as  petitioners  for 
a  further  extension  of  favors,  it  proved  them  to 

Jossess  a  degree  of  modesty  truly  remarkable! 
ust  after  the  war,  they  prayed  for  relief;  they 
appealed  to  your  sympathy,  and  assured  you  they 
only  wanted  a  law  of  temporarv  operation  in 
their  favor.  That  was  granted.  They  next  asked 
a  continuation  of  that  law — that  was  also  granted; 
and  now,  emboldened  by  their  success,  tney  ask 
you  for  a  further  encouragement  in  the  shape  of 
additional  bounty  !  And  this,  too,  when  it  is  un- 
deniable that,  in  all  the  establishments  properly 
and  ably  conducted,  the  profits  exceed  those  of 
any  other  description  of  lalx>r  in  the  country.  He 
was  credibly  informed  that  such  establishments 
yielded  7,  10,  15,  20,  and  even^  in  one  instance, 
as  nigh  as  thirty  per  cent !  Neither  the  agricul- 
tural nor  commercial  interest  of  this  country  yields 
a  profit  of  more  than  five  per  cent.  The  agri- 
cultural interest,  in  the  quarter  of  the  country  in 
which  he  himself  lived,  does  not  vield  that,  and 
this  is  supposed  to  be  the  most  tnriving  part  of 
our  agricultural  community.  He  alluded  particu- 
larly to  the  cotton  planters  on  the  seaboard  of 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 


He  really  hoped  that  the  Committee  was  tot 
prepared  to  treat  this  present  unreasonable  appli- 
cation in  any  other  manner  than  with  maried 
disapprobation. 

I  am  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  T.  un/neDd- 
\y  to  all  manufactories.  To  those  which  for- 
nished  materials  essential  in  a  time  of  war  for 
our  national  defence,  I  would  extend  erery  ne- 
cessary protection  of  the  Govern  meat.  The  gen- 
eral interests  of  the  country  are  here  concerned 
and  we  ought  all,  therefore,  to  be  willing  to  yidd 
up  something  for  their  support.  He  woold,  bow- 
ever,  draw  a  strong  line  of  distinction  betweec 
the  essentials,  such  as  powder,  cannon,  and  anu 
of  every  description,  and  the  mere  Deceswifi 
such  as  clothing  and  other  materials  of  comfort 
a  scarcity  of  which  might  produce  inconre&i- 
ence,  but  could  not  be  fatal. 

Mr.  T.  here  took  occasion  to  remark  that  the 
statement  made  by  the  honorable  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  (Mr.  Tod,)  of 
the  comparative  rates  of  the  present  and  the  pro- 
posed duties,  was  calculated  to  mislead  a  comooa 
observer.  On  a  subject  of  such  ereat  natiocal 
importance,  and  on  which  the  ^ings  of  tbc 
various  parts  of  our  country  are  so  highlv  excitd 
he  could  not  but  think  it  wrong  to  prodoce  sud 
a  statement  as  had  been  presented,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  honorable  chairman,  is  a  manual 
for  the  use  of  the  House.  The  statement  present; 
a  view  of  the  subject  in  three  distinct  columns. 
under  three  distinct  heads,  viz.  "  Present  Daties^ 
"  Proposed  Duties,"  ^  Rate  of  Additional  Doty." 
Now,  for  example,  said  Mr.  T.,  with  regard  to 
coarse  woollens,  one  would  naturally  look  ttD(kr 
the  third  column  for  the  "  rate  of  additional  dntr' 
This  is  there  given  as  "  one-fifth,"  whereas,  up- 
wards of  90  per  cent,  will  be  paid.  Under  ibe 
head  of  "  proposed  duties,"  indeed,  are  to  be  foani 
the  words  "  and  minimum  price  of  80  eeois  pet 
square  yard."  But  this  is  not  sufficient;  the  cal- 
culation should  have  been  extended  oot  cnuit 
and  not  in  a  partial  manner. 

If  the  omission  was  unintentional,  the  (ar^ 
lessness  was  culpable;  and,  if  intended,  it  was 
uncandid,  unjust,  and  highly  reprehensiue. 

I  have  now,  sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  stated  my  gntfral 
reasons  against  the  bill  before  us.  I  have,  bcv- 
ever,  some  local  considerations  which  weigh  with 
me  in  strengthening  my  opposition  to  it.  1  mo^^r 
therefore,  intrude  a  few  moments  more  upon  ^^^ 
attention  of  the  Committee. 

The  operation  of  this  bill,  air,  would  be  opprff- 
sive  in  the  extreme  upon  the  southern  district  a 
this  country.  I  mean  the  slaveholding  State 
The  articles  which  are  most  wanted  by  uiem,i^ 
those  upon  which  the  highest  ad  valorem  dorT" 
enfixed.  I  will  instance  coarse  woollens  and  cd- 
tons,  whose  minimum  value  is  made  to  bear  p*-** 
ticularly  upon  the  character  of  goods  needed  !w 
the  Southern  planter.  Iron  and  steel,  artidesIl^ 
cessary  for  his  plantation  purposes,  are  also  hk^? 
taxed — so,  also,  are  cotton  bagging  and  osnal^e^ 
— the  latter  material  being  u^  by  the  plantv  ^^ 
the  summer  clothing  of  his  negroes. 

Such,  sir,  is  the  tendency  of  fbe  bill  beior« 
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you ;  sQch  will  be  its  unjast  pressure  upon  a  por- 
tion of  the  countrjr  already  greatly  distressed. 
This  distress  is  not  imaginary.  Of  its  real  exist- 
ence an^  gentleman  can  readily  satisfy  himself  by 
castiof  his  eye  orer  the  advertisements  of  any 
Soatbern  newspaper.  It  is  felt,  and  sorely  felt, 
io  erery  quarter,  and  by  every  class  of  aflvicul- 
torists,  in  the  South.  We  do  not,  said  Mr.  T., 
complain  upon  slight  occasion.  No,  sir,  the  South- 
em  States  hare  never  been  querulous  in  their 
character.  Whenever  the  national  benefit  has 
ixeo  the  object,  they  have  freely  yielded  up  all 
that  yoa  have  required.  They  went  to  war  to 
uotect  from  search  the  merchant  vessels  of  the 
North— they  went  readily  to  war  to  protect  the 
seamen  of  the  North  from  British  impressment. 
They  coald  gain  nothing  local  by  the  late  war. 
The  general  national  honor,  and  the  local  inter- 
ests of  the  North,  were  all  they  yielded  their 
tieasiire  for — were  all  they  bled  tp  preserve.  You 
beard  no  complaint  during  the  war,  you  have 
beard  none  since,  where  the  improvement  of  the 
public  revenue  furnished  the  only  ground  for  im- 
posiog  additional  burdens  upon  them. 

Vr'e  have  in  the  South  no  antipathy  to  the  use 
of  domestic  articles.  Furnish  us  with  goods  at 
the  same  price  with  foreigners,  and  the  people  will 
^ire  yoQ  the  preference.  But  it  is  impossible  the 
i^oQthem  planter  can  ever  afford  to  ffive  you  the 
price  at  which  you  offer  at  present  to  furnish  your 
goods.  To  compel  him,  therefore,  to  boy  at  your 
market,  b  tyranny ;  and  the  taking  advantage  of 
his  necessities  to  exact  from  him  a  higher  price 
than  the  ralue  of  the  article,  is  robberv ;  and  rob- 
bery of  the  most  impudent  kind  !  What,  sir,  are 
we  to  have  our  property  thus  pitifully  filched  from 
OS  ?  Are  we  to  be  stopped,  as*  it  were,  upon  the 
jnblic  highway  of  our  industry,  and  robbed  of  our 
little  earnings?  Will  you  adopt  a  system  so 
draught  with  distress  to  a  whole  country,  to  fatten 
1  few  monopolists  ?  Are  you  prepared,  by  passing 
tbtt  infernal  bill,  to  add  to  a  poverty  which  is  af 
r^dy  wearing  one  portion  ot  our  country  to  the 
bone,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  appetites  of 
a  few  pampered  nabobs  ?  Such  a  policy  is  dis- 
gracefal  to  a  free  people.  It  is  inconsistent  with 
our  institutions,  and  will  be  destructive  of  our 
happiness.  And  is  it  thought  that  we  will  tamely 
^bmit  to  this  treatment?  No,  sir,  we  cannot. 
Bjr  Hearen,  sir,  we  will  not !  The  principle  of 
compolsion  is  abhorrent  to  the  nature  of  freemen. 
We  must  boy  at  the  market  pointed  out  to  us !  Sir, 
said  Mr.  T.,  it  is  a  tyranny  which  I  pronounce  exe- 
crable^ which  it  would  be  disgraceful  in  us  to  sub- 
mit t^  and  is  diseracefol  in  others  to  attempt  to 
mflict.  Sir,  said  Mr.  T..  I  cannot  consent  to  be- 
come the  victim  upon  which  the  greedy  spirit  of 
a  moneyed  aristocracy  shall  feed  i  No,  sir,  if  I  am 
to  peld  my  liberties  up,  let  it  be  to  some  man  dis- 
I^Pfaished  for  superior  genius  and  generous  am- 
bition, whose  views  are  not  confined  to  the  sordid 
accnnmiation  of  wealth ;  let  it  be  (if  you  please) 
to  some  foreign  Napoleon,  whose  fame  is  decked 
viih  the  splendor  of  a  thousand  victories  ?  If  I 
^  fated  to  kneel  before  majesty,  let  me  at  least 
^  something  that  I  can  admire  $  let  me  not  have 


to  bow  down  and  humble  myself  before  the  "  gold- 
en calf!" 

Mr.  Chairman,  (continued  Mr.  T.)  I  will  not 
trouble  the  Committee  with  any  further  remarks. 
If  I  have  been  deemed  too  warm,  I  hope  my  feel- 
ings will  be  attributed  to  an  honest  source.  I 
view  the  system  which  gentlemen  are  attempting 
to  establish,  as  stibversive  of  the  general  interests 
of  the  nation,  and  as  cruelly  oppressive  to  some 
portions  of  our  country.  I  regard  it  as  not  only 
impolitic,  but  tyrannical;  and,  where  impolicy 
and  tyranny  are  the  prominent  features  of  any 
bill  presented  to  this  House,  I  trust  it  will  not  be 
deemed  incumbent  upon  any  one  to  treat  it  with 
respect  or  forbearance. 

1  will  close  my  remarks,  sir,  with  moving  to 
strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill  now  under 
considerattoQ. 

When  Mr.  T.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  A.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  said,  he  would  con- 
sider the  bill  in  relation  to  justice,  to  policy,  and 
to  the  Constitution.  And  first,  as  to  its  iustice. 
The  States,  as  to  certain  objects,  are  united  under 
one  Qovernment :  as  to  other  objects,  they  are  in- 
dependent of  each  other.  They  are  independent 
as  to  the  administration  of  civil  and  criminal  law, 
with  certain  exceptions^  and  entirely  so,  as  respects 
the  management  of  agriculture  and  manufactures. 
The  measures  of  this  Government  should  be  such 
as  will  promote  the  benefit  of  all.  If  you  take 
from  a  part  of  the  people  their  liberty  of  acting  as 
they  think  best,  for  the  profit  and  advantage  of 
another  part  of  the  people,  you  will  act  unjustly. 
That  portion  of  the  population  of  the  United  States, 
the  produce  of  whose  labor  is  intended  for  expor- 
tation, whether  it  be  cotton  or  lumber,  tobacco  or 
potash,  or  furs,  and  who  purchase  the  manufac- 
tured articles  which  their  necessities  require,  are 
interested  to  sell  for  the  highest,  and  purchase  for 
the  lowest  prices  in  their  power.  It  is  their  inter- 
est that  the  foreign  market  shall  be  kept  open  to 
their  productions,  and  foreign  manufactures  ad- 
mitted, to  supply  their  wants,  on  the  cheapest 
terms.  By  prohibitory  duties,  such  as  some  of 
those  implosed  by  the  bill,  you  prevent  importa- 
tions ;  and  thus,  foreign  nations  will  be  unable  to 
purchase  your  exports.  No  nation  can  expect  to 
be  allowed  to  sell  only,  and  not  to  purchase. 
Every  nation  must  be  content  to  barter;  because 
no  nation  can  support  a  trade  with  another,  in 
which  nothing  is  received  but  specie.  If,  then, 
you  prevent  importations  of  foreign  articles,  you 
deprive  those  who  produce  articles  for  exportation, 
of  their  foreign  market ;  you  confine  them  to  the 
home  market,  where  they  must  sell  for  less,  and 
pay  higher  for  the  articles  which  they  purchase, 
than  they  would  have  done,  had  you  left  commerce 
free.  Sir,  if  you  compel  one  part  of  the  people  to 
trade  with  another  part  of  the  people,  and  to  sell 
for  less,  and  give  more,  than  the  articles  would 
bring  it  sold  or  bought  in  other  countries,  you  treat 
them  as  it  has  been  usual  to  treat  the  inhabitants 
of  colonies. 

It  has  been  said,  by  the  honorable  Chairman  of 
the  committee  who  Drought  in  this  bill,  that  the 
people  of  one-half  of  this  nation  are  in  distress. 
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For  that,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  am  very  sorry;  but  I  can- 
not agree  to  relieve  them  by  throwing  their  dis- 
tresses on  the  other  half.  Let  them  make  some- 
thing for  exportation ;  manafactures,  if  you  please; 
but  do  not  sacrifice  to  their  interest,  the  interest  of 
their  more  fortunate  brethren.  Surely  they  may 
compete  with  the  foreign  manufacturer,  whose 
articles  are  charged  with  freight,  insurance,  mer- 
cantile profits,  and  duties  imposed  to  produce  the 
highest  possible  revenue.  If  our  manufactures 
cannot  bear  a  competition  with  foreign  manufac- 
tures, thus  burdened,  their  growth  ought  not  to  be 
forced.  Let  us  have  no  hotbed  plants;  and  con- 
fine our  cultivation  to  those  congenial  to  the  soil 
and  climate. 

As  to  the  policy  of  the  bill.  We  may  as  citi- 
zens lavor  domestic  manufactures ;  and  1  deem  it 
commendable  so  to  do;  but  here  our  duties  are 
public ;  and  we  should  pursue  the  interest  of  the 
nation,  and  of  the  Government.  It  will,  I  pre- 
sume, be  adoiitied  that  an  entire  suppression 
of  foreign  commerce  would  be  a  great  evil;  it 
would  annihilate  our  naval  power.  Now,  ii'  the 
entire  suppression  of  foreign  commerce  would  be 
a  great  evil.  I  hold  that  every  approach  thereto 
would  be  a  lesser  evil.  Would  you  have  us  nei- 
ther to  sell  nor  to  purchase  abroad  ?  We  will  not 
be  permitted  to  sell  only ;  and  our  ships  should  be 
allowed  to  brinff  home  foreign  cargoes  or  the  ne- 
cessary profits  of  the  sailor  and  ship-owner  will  be 
too  mucn  reduced ;  and  they  will  withdraw  from 
the  ocean. 

It  has  been  said  that  a  measure  of  this  kind  will 
render  us  more  independent  of  foreign  nations. 
The  only  desirable  independence  is  an  exemption 
from  foreign  authority.  He  who  can  supply  his 
wants  by  purchase  or  barter  is  essentially  inde- 
pendent. Vou  would  not  desire  to  be  independ- 
ent of  the  mechanic  for  the  clothes  yon  wear. 
The  mutual  dependence  of  individuals  is  a  pledge 
of  good  will.  The  mutual  dependence  of  nations 
IS  a  pledge  of  peace. 

Shall  we  sacrifice  the  revenue  of  the  nation  to 
the  interest  of  a  portion  of  the  people  ?  Shall  we 
sacrifice  the  public  to  private  interest  7  Shall  we. 
by  a  power  to  raise  revenue,  destroy  the  revenue? 
Shall  we  sacrifice  the  objects  committed  to  us  by 
the  Constitution,  revenue^  commerce,  and  the 
Navy,  to  an  object  which  is  not  committed  to  us, 
and  is  never  once  mentioned  in  our  grant  of 
power  1    It  would  be  political  suicide. 

If  you  destroy  the  revenue  levied  on  commerce, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  manufacturers,  you  should  at 
the  same  time  impose  taxes  to  raise  an  equivalent 
revenue  from  manufacturers.  If  you  destroy  that 
portion  of  the  revenue  which  arises  from  the  im- 
portation of  woollens,  you  should  impose  on  the 
manufacture  of  woollens  a  duty  to  raise  the  same 
amount.  I  would  regard  the  revenue  as  pledged 
for  certain  purposes,  and  object  to  its  diminution. 
If  any  part  of  it  is  abolished,  some  other  subject 
of  taxation  should  be  substituted  to  produce  the 
same  amount. 

I  will  now  consider  whether  the  obiect  of  this 
bill  is  one  which  the  Constitution  authorizes  you 
to  effect. 


Sir,  I  consider  the  committee  who  brougiiit  ia 
this  bill  as  an  unconstitational  commitiee.  Siwr 
me  yoor  authority  to  encourage  domestic  mus- 
factures.    Yon  have  nothing  to  do  with  uasBt 
factures  but  to  pass  a  law  for  giving  vp  nmawn 
apprentices ;  and  nothing  to  do  with  aghcoltm 
but  to  pass  a  law  for  giving  up  nnmy  slara 
You  have  power  '^  to  lay  and  collect  tue,  dotiei 
imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts  ud  voridc 
for  the  common  defence  and  genenl  wtS&it  d 
the  United  States."    The  power  granted  to  ya 
is  a  power  to  raise  revenue  for  the  purpose  of  &  j 
ecutmg  your  granted  powers ;  not  a  power  to  i& 
pose  taxes  to  diminish  the  revenue,  thereby  to  o- 
courage  and  protect  domestic  manuftctores.  I 
you  levy  taxes  for  any  other  purpose  bat  to  nsr 
revenue  b(ma  JkUj  you  abuse  your  power.  Ycc 
have  a  choice  of  subjects  of  taxation,  but,  iaerm 
tax,  your  object  should  be  revenue,    lif.  br  tlK 
imposition  of  the  duties  necessary  to  the  liui&f 
an  adequate  revenue,  manu&ctores  are  eseov- 
aged,  it  is  a  beneficial  consequence.    The  Cob- 
vention  who  formed  the  Constitution,  haTeoerff 
mentioned  the  subject  of  mannfactnres;  yei,  Difr 
had  under  consideration  a  proposition  to  give  u.? 
G^eral  Government  a  controlling  power  (m 
manufactures,  which  they  appear  to  art  ifjeet 
ed.    [Here  Mr.  S.  read  some  pasagci  from  dK 
Journal  of  the  Convention  to  show  thai  sacJi  t 
proposition  was,  with  others,  refemd  to  a  com> 
mittee;  that  several  of  the  other  propoatiou 
which  were  referred  with  it,  were  insetted  in  tbr 
Constitution ;  but  this  was  omitted.] 

Mr.  Smtth  made  some  remarks  on  ifae  voi' 
perity  of  Venice,  Gtenoa,  Hcdlmnd,  and  Engm 
which  he  attributed  to  commerce,  and  the  np^ 
rior  freedom  of  their  institutions.  He  aid  ^ 
wanted  no  example  of  thb  kind.  The 
of  this  nation  had  been  unpaialleled,  witkofltlsv': 
restraittinpr  commercial  freedom  for  the  protetdoi 
of  manumctures.  He  hoped  that  the  otedof 
clause  would  be  struck  ouL  and  the  bill  i^ctttd. 

Mr.  CAMBRfiLBNGy  of  Ncw  York,  tbaoted  ikf 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey.  (Mr.  Holcombl'  :£ 
whom  he  had  listened  witk  great  pleasure,  w 
directing  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  tk 
early  history  of  this  Gkivemment.  In  tbc  p» 
ceedings  of  the  Congfress  of  ITS^'SO,  there  ven 
circumstances  peeuliady  applicable  to  the  pRsei: 
question  and  to  this  discussion.  We  fiul  tk 
patriots  of  that  day  debating  for  days— say  v«^ 
together,  whether  the  duty  should  be  five  on^^ 
and  a  half  per  cent,  so  cautions  were  they  ia  \^ 
lating  upon  the  esaential  interests  of  their  coo^ 
uents ;  so  anxious  to  guard  the  ri^ts  and  ^ 
leges  of  their  feUow-^itixenB  from  onnecesdi! 
encroachment.  At  the  present  day,  gentliV^ 
talk  &miliarly  of  ninety  and  one  haadre^  ^ 
cent,  and  of  prohibitions !  But  the  tiina  i^ 
changed.  The  wise  and  delibente  lmbu(^^ 
other  days  is  no  longer  in  repute,  m  vt  ^ 
consciously  assuming  magnificent  attribatff:^j. 
eying  ourselves  wiser  tluin  the  ten  niilit0\|^' 
freemen,  whom  we  rqwesent,  we  boldlv  mi^*' 
by  abrupt  and  violent  laws,  to  control  ao^^^ 
at  our  caprice,  their  capitai,  enterprise,  aiA^ 
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He  again  tiianked  the  geDtleman  for  reverting 
j>  earlier  times,  for,  since  then,  another  important 
rhangeiiad  occurred  in  our  legislation.  The  sa- 
perioteBdence  of  commerce  and  manafactures  was 
>Dee  confided  to  one  and  the  same  committee.  In 
Jiosetimes  they  marched  hand  in  hand  together. 
Bar  oov  we  hare  a  Committee  on  Manafactures, 
r&ieb,  not  satisfied  with  the  care  of  that  branch 
tfiodostry,  with  unsolicited  liberality  condescends 
k)  preside  orer,  enlighten,  and  govern,  the  three 
peat  interests  of  agriculture,  manufactures,  and 
nmmerce. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  would  further  direct  the  atten- 
m  of  the  gentleman  to  the  period  when  the  en- 
couragement of  manufactures  in  this  country  was 
considered  as  incidental  to  the  collection  of  reve- 
Boe.  lo  a  revision  of  the  tariff,  the  first  object 
vasrerenue;  the  second,  so  to  regulate  it  as  to 
hror,  wisely  and  moderatelv,  the  manufactures 
of  the  eonntry.  But  now,  for  the  first  time,  we 
w  presented  with  a  tariff,  which,  so  far  from 
briog  a  view  to  revenue,  aims  a  direct  blow  at 
»me  of  its  most  |HX)doctive  sources.  For  the  first 
time  it  is,  with  a  foil  treasury,  broadly  proposed 
to  tax  the  people  of  this  countnr,  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  totering  a  few  manufactures,  and  these 
ickoowledsed  to  be  among  the  most  flourishing 
hraocba  of  industry  in  the  nation. 

Ire^ nid  Mr.  C,  that,  while  the  gentleman 
^  Nev  Jersey  was  eulogizing  the  beneficial  re- 
nits  of  the  restrictive  system ;  admiring  thesplen- 
ud  spectacles  exhibited  in  foreign  lands ;  and 
yisitiog,  in  bis  course,  the  numerous  monarchies 
m  £arope^I  regret,  that,  whilst  he  was  ranmg 
the  derations  of  the  Pyrenees,  he  had  not  for  a 
Boment  rested  upon  the  Alps;  that,  while  he 
Bonrned  orer  ruined  republics,  he  had  n^lected 
lODoiice  free  and  happy  Switzerland.  The  gen- 
ji^an  bad  contrasted  the  policy  of  Spain  and 
Venice.  He  had  enlarged  upon  the  present  ruined 
coition  of  Spain ;  but  he  had  onutted  to  tell  us 
^nat  had  become  of  the  wealth  and  power  of 
desolated  Venice  I 

The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  had  particu- 
^"yiliiected  our  attention  to  the  splendid  example 
%had  now  presents  to  the  world  of  the  triumph 
o|  the  restrictive  system.  The  gentleman  had 
^together  mistaken  the  origin  of  EngUind's  wealth 
^^  power,  and  he  had  omitted  to  tell  us,  that, 
urotoh  the  aeency  of  this  very  system,  the  wealth 
« the  nation  Ead  been  the  more  rapidly  transferred 
«om  «hc  ottss  of  the  people  to  the  hands  of  a  few ; 
i^^d  omitted  to  tell  us  that  the  weight  of  this 
j?*"'<^ttl  lystem,  a  system  of  excise  and  restric- 
uoos,  IS  00^  pressing  heavily  upon  the  middle 
^  power  cUsses  of  the  people  of  England.  I 
2f^  said  Mr.  C,  that  we  shall  never  see  this 
^tioa  exhibit  such  an  unnatural  association  of 
.nJ  '  ***^*^  *nd  power,  with  misery,  want, 
faul^k?^°°"  ^*^  ®*'»  notwithstandiny  these 
»pj  •  •  ^^cessary  consequences  of  excise  and 
M  ?  j^*^*'  Me  we  constantly  admonished  to  look 
«  *jDgiaad,  and  to  imitate  a  policy,  productive  of 
Sb  I  D^*  ^^^^  can  afflict  and  subdue  man- 
^'  ^^  continued  he,  in  relation  to  her  wealth 
^  pover,  had  the  gentleman  marked  the  present 


condition  of  England,  attentively ;  had  he  looked 
to  the  existing  foundations  of  her  wealth  and 
power,  it  might  have  occurred  to  him  that  all  the 
consequences  of  her  system  are  not  yet  revealed. 
It  might  haVe  occurred  to  him  that  this  magnifi- 
cent structure  might  vanish  with  the  destruction 
of  her  artificial  system,  and  leave  her,  on  a  larger 
scale,  the  picture  of  ruined  Venice. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  said  Mr.  C. 
has  reiterated  the  M  argument,  (repeated  yester- 
day by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures,) that  we  are  indebted  to  the  tariff  of  1816 
for  the  ample  supply  and  low  price  of  manufac- 
tures. 

Those  who  fancy  themselves  able  to  guide  the 
destinies  of  nations,  and  to  watch  the  approach 
of  political  storms  with  a  prophet's  eye,  oelieve 
that  there  is  some  magic  in  their  laws,  and  attrib- 
ute to  them  alone  the  changes  which  are  perpetu- 
ally occurring  in  the  industry  of  nations.  Ele- 
vated in  their  views,  they  overlook  the  simple, 
natural,  and  manifest  causes,  which  lead  evidently 
to  the  results  they  perceive.  Thus  it  is,  that  gen- 
tlemen, in  this  instance,  overlook  the  facts,  that 
the  raw  material  has  faUen  from  thirty-three  to 
ten  cents  per  pound ;  that  the  wages  of  the  laborer 
have  also  diminished ;  while  the  ^nius  of  Ark- 
wright  has  been  gradually  spreading  its  creative 
influence  throughout  the  Christian  world.  This 
country  was  designed  by  nature,  if  ever  country 
was,  for  this  manufacture  f  the  raw  material  is 
here  in  rich  abundance,  and  the  chief  impediment 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  manufacture  had  been  re- 
moved, in  the  substitution  of  machinery  for  man- 
ual labor.  He  proceeded  to  observe,  that  the 
twenty-five  per  cent,  minimum  valuation  of  1816, 
(whilst  it  created  a  monopoly,  which  Congress 
did  not  at  that  time  intend,)  was  altogether  need- 
less as  an  encouragement  to  the  manufacture. 
But,  said  he,  uselessly  or  not,  the  minimum  valua- 
tion had  been  adopted ;  the  faith  of  the  nation 
was  pledged  to  the  manufacturers  for  its  contin- 
uance. He  would  be  now  unwilling  to  abolish 
it,  but  he  should  have  been  more  unwilling  to 
have  established  it  originally.  Its  existence  had 
a  tendency  to  keep  the  manufacture  from  falling 
as  low  in  price  as  it  would  without  it ;  and  the 
ten  to  twenty  per  cent,  annual  dividend  upon  the 
capital  employed,  is  proof  incontrovertiole  that 
capital  is  still  flowing  into  that  channel,  and  that 
the  supply  of  the  manufacture  is  not  equal  to  the 
demands  of  the  country. 

But,  granting  all  that  gentlemen  require— grant- 
ing that  the  tariff  of  1816  has  produced,  of  itself,, 
this  result,  as  to  cotton  manufactures,  with  what 
propriety  can  they  urge  it  as  an  argument  in  favor 
of  a  prohibitory  auty  on  wooUens  and  linens.  Is 
there  a  prospect  here  of  a  like  success  1  Has  ma- 
chinery been  so  entirely  substituted  for  the  labor 
of  man  in  these  manufactures?  Have  we  the 
surplus  population  to  auth<vize  us  to  make  the 
experiment  ?  Have  the  manufactures  of  woollens 
and  linens,  in  other  countries,  ^rang  up  like  the 
cotton  manufacture  as  it  were  in  a  day,  under  the 
genius  of  Arkwright  ?  No,  sir,  they  are  the  slow 
work  of  time  and  experience.    Before  gentlemen 
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tax  the  people  of  this  couDfry  with  duties  of  fifty 
and  one  hundred  per  cent,  they  would  do  well  to 
deliberate  on  the  experiment  they  are  about  to 
make— on  the  formidable  and  permanent  monop- 
olies they  are  about  to  establish. 

But,  let  us  waive  all  argument  for  a  moment, 
and  call  the  attention  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures  to  the  bill  itself, 
which  is  certainly  at  waf  with  the  very  principles 
in  which  it  is  said  to  be  founded. 

The  object  of  the  bill,  as  expressed  in  the  title, 
is  "  further  to  encourage  certain  manufactures." 
Is  it  to  encourage  the  manufacture  of  cordage, 
that  the  chairman  of  the  committee  proposes 
nearly  to  double  the  duty  on  hemp,  the  raw  mate- 
rial ?  Is  this  duty  to  encourage  one  of  the  most 
important  and  extensive  manufactures  of  the  coun- 
try, the  main  stay  of  commerce  and  one  of  the 
great  instruments  of  war?  Is  it  to  encourage 
manufactures  that  it  is  proposed  to  double  the  duty 
on  lead?  Next  we  have  bar  iron,  midway  be- 
tween a  raw  material  and  a  manufacture.  In 
1790,  Mr.  Hamilton  doubted  the  policy  of  impos- 
ing any  duty  at  all  on  this  article.  It  is  used  as 
a  raw  material  in  the  most  extensive  and  val- 
uable manufactures  of  the  country ;  for  all  imple- 
ments of  agriculture  and  for  ship  building.  Is  it 
proposed  to  increase  the  duty  on  bar  iron,  to  en- 
courage these  essential  manufactures?  It  was 
unnecessary  to  go  further  into  detail.  He  would, 
however,  sug^st  to  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, the  propriety  of  amending  the  title  of  the  bill, 
that  it  might  accord  with  its  principles  and  pro- 
visions. That  it  might  be  entitled  **A  bill  for 
the  further  encouragement  of  certain  manufac- 
tures, and  for  the  destruction  of  many." 

And  what,  sir,  said  Mr.  C,  are  those  weighty 
causes  which  have  produced  this  call  upon  the 
House,  at  a  moment  of  profound  peace,  of  gen- 
eral prosperity,  and  with  a  full  Treasury,  to  tax 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  further  to  encour- 
age branches  of  industry,  the  most  flourishing  and 
profitable  in  the  country?  We  are,  with  pro- 
phetic gravity,  informed  that  the  country  is  on 
the  verge  of  ruin  ;  that  exchange  is  against  us ; 
that  our  specie  is  rapidly  leaving  us,  and  that 
there  is  an  alarming  balance  of  trade.  We  are 
deluged  with  the  essays  of  those  devoted  to  the 
cause  of  manufactures,  to  persuade  us  that  nothing 
but  the  intervention  of  Congress  can  save  the 
country  from  approaching  ruin.  And  these  gra  ve 
arguments  were  yesterday  reiterated  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures.  This, 
sir,  is  not  the  first  nation  which  has  been  ruined 
by  these  apparitions.  These  speculations  on  spe- 
cie and  the  balance  of  trade  are  among  the  super- 
stitions of  mankind ;  they  have  occasionally,  for 
two  centuries,  afilicted  even  statesmen  witn  the 
most  gloomy  apprehensions.  There  is  no  novdty 
in  the  lamentations  of  the  day.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  ^^Mr.  Tod)  ia  fond  of  such 
researches,  he  will  nnd  the  originals  in  many  a 
French  and  English  quarto.  France,  impover- 
ished, desolate,  and  wretched,  at  the  close  of  the 
wars  of  Louis  XIV.,  is  supposed  by  one  grave  his- 
torian to  have  been  brought  to  thb  verge  of  bank- 


ruptcy and  ruin  by  the  exportation  of  specie  to 
the  £ast,  and  the  balance  of  trade!  In  Earopt, 
and  particularly  in  England,  rapacious  Mini&ta 
have,  from  time  to  time,  made  use  of  these  supe- 
stitions  to  impose  additional  taxes  on  the  people 
Here  they  have  been  introduced  to  answer  the 
purposes  of  personal  ambition  and  indiriduai  in- 
terest. Their  consequences  might  be  fatal  to  oca 
Confederacy ;  exciting  an  unnatural  jealoosy  be- 
tween the  North  and  the  South — bet  ween  our  fd- 
low-citizens  in  the  West,  and  those  on  oar  Ailio- 
tic  border;  creating  perpetual  hostility  betwe^c 
brethren  of  the  same  great  family,  who  shook 
pursue  their  labors  in  harmony  and  fellovsiu^ 
Mr.  C.  proceeded  to  observe,  that  it  most  be  ii 
some  measure  idle  to  speculate  on  the  ezchaact 
between  two  countries,  in  one  of  which  silrer  i 
the  currency  established  by  law ;  while  iji  tit 
other  it  is  a  mere  article  of  merchandise.  Tbt 
existing  premium  upon  specie  bears  no  proponios 
whatever  to  the  existing  and  nominal  nte  cf 
exchange. 

But  our  specie  is  leaving  us.  GlentieineD  6o  txA 
perceive  that  specie  is  performing  eternal  circle 
in  executing  the  ofl&ces  of  trade  thronghoot  ibe 
world.  They  lament  its  departure  from  the  coca- 
try,  but  never  inquire  whence  or  hoar  it  ca&ir 
hither  ?  They  seem  to  derive  no  consdatjoo  /ruoi 
the  knowledge,  that  the  specie  we  hare,  whaterer 
be  its  amount,  was  obtained  through  tke  ageoev  of 
that  commerce  whose  interests  and  rights  thb  bill 
proposes  to  trample  upon. 

But  the  most  alarming  evil  we  have  yet  to  no- 
tice— the  balance  of  trade.  It  is  unnecessary,  s^ 
Mr.  C,  to  fatigue  the  Committee  with  deiaibaf 
the  manifold  errors  of  those  who  undertake  to  rui£ 
the  nation,  through  the  frightful  ageacy  of  thi< 
apparition  ;  and  he  would  leave  it,  with  a  remark 
or  two.  According  to  this  novel  system,  ve  are 
debited  with  our  imports,  and  credited  iriik  oar 
exports.  The  entire  value  of  the  commerce  oftbe 
nation  is  omitted  in  the  account.  And  vbo,  but 
one  inspired,  can  estimate,  with  accaracr.  tbe 
millions  which  commerce  is  annually  adding  t: 
the  wealth  of  this  nation,  through  its  labor.  :u 
freights,  and  its  profits  ?  Who  can  estimate  i^ 
value  of  all  these  to  the  most  enterprising  of  com- 
mercial nations  ?  These  millions,  which  it  i^ 
impossible  even  to  estimate,  are  annually  addi<d 
to  the  amount  of  our  returns,  and,  accordtof  t: 
the  theory  of  gentlemen,  augment  the  bala&ce  o: 
trade  against  us.  In  a  ratio  to  the  increased  tr- 
tivity  and  prosperity  of  our  commerce,  is  thUcs- 
favorable  balance  of  trade  nominallv  aoginnt^> 
Thus,  by  a  singular  perversion  of  all  calcalatK^ 
the  signs  of  our  prosperity  are  chansed  intoalatn- 
ing  omens  of  approaching  ruin  to  5ke  natioo.  ^ 
years  of  peace  and  prosperity,  this  natioo  faa>^ 
ways,  in  the  aggregate,  imported  more  than  it  ^ 
exported  ;  and  such  must  inevitably  be  tbe  a^ 
with  every  nation,  where  commerce  is  worth  [<** 
suing. 

But  these,  said  Mr.  C,  were  unprofitable  $f^' 
ulations;  and  he  should  not  have  iodulg«i^^ 
in  these  remarks  upon  them,  but  for  the  P^^F' 
ance  with  which  they  had  been  again  enli*^  ^ 
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lie  debate.  These  are  not  the  serious  ar^ments 
gaiost  which  we  have  to  contend ;  we  are  called 
ipoD,  said  he,  br  an  authority,  and  one  which  he 
tighlf  respected,  by  the  highest  authority  in  the 
latioQ,  to  tax  the  people  ot  this  country  with  a 
rsiem  of  restrictions,  because,  however  wise  in 
^e  abstract,  other  nations  will  not  adopt  the  free 
^stem.  What  he  deemed  to  be  the  error  here. 
Dot  in  this  maxim,  but  in  the  application  of  it, 
i  be  would  show,  to  the  bill  to  which  reference 
rasEoade. 

As  this,  continued  Mr.  C,  is  the  boundary  be- 
reen  the  two  jMirties,  and  as  we  here  approach 
le  point  CD  which  the  question  turns,  he  would 
sk  the  particular  attention  of  the  Committee.  It 
ras  the  more  important,  because  the  best  interests 
f  tbe  nation  depended  upon  a  wise  discrimina- 
lOQ  between  two  classes  of  restrictions,  which 
^tJemen  were  perpetually  blending  together,  al- 
bough  they  were  entirely  different  in  tneir  oper- 
tioQs  on  industry. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  there  are  two  classes  of  restric- 
ms:  tbe  one,  external  in  its  character,  and  de- 
esce— the  other,  internal,  and  offensive.  He  was 
'ety  far  from  contending  against  the  propriety 
ind  wisdom  of  the  first  class.  It  is  one  of  the 
{reat  duties  and  attributes  of  every  government. 
0  wa(cb  over  the  inteiests  of  the  nation  confidea 
0  lis  care;  and  whenever  a  foreign  government 
Hsses  a  law,  or  issues  a  decree,  calcuuited  to  a^i- 
iie  tbe  industry  of  our  country,  or  to  throw  its 
Apiul  or  labor  out  of  existing  into  new  channds, 
t  becomes  our  duty,  as  it  is  unquestionably  our 
igbt,  to  meet  such  law  or  decree  with  rigorous 
tod  prompt  rutrictions.  But  gentlemen  a  re  hound 
0  sbow  us  this  foreign  law  or  decree,  when  they 
lU  on  OS  to  perform  this  duty.  Whenever  they 
10  so.  we  shall  be  ready  to  go  with  them  hand  in 
and;  we  shall  never  be  behind  them  in  any  mea- 
ve  traljr  intended  to  protect  the  industry  of  our 
tooniry  from  injury,  tnrough  the  act  of  any  for- 
^  gorernment.  And  now  let  us  apply  this 
v^l-eiiUtblished  principle  to  the  bill  in  question. 
jVbai  are  its  prominent  features?  A  large  in- 
:rfas«  of  duties  is  proposed  on  iron,  hemp,  and 
vooUeos.  Had  the  high  authority,  to  which  he 
^d  referred,  communicated  to  the  House  the 
uiowledgeofany  foreign  decree  or  law,  touching 
^  articles?  Has  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
^  on  Manufactures  the  knowledge  of  any  such 
lecfttorlaw?  There  is  no  sucn  decree  or  law 
^  ^istence.  And  yet  we  have  been  called  upon 
u  adopt  these  measures,  which  nothing  but  some 
"«b  necessity  could  require  or  warrant. 
Air.  C.  then  proceed^  to  show  what  were  the 
a^i  of  Russia,  Sweden,  and  England,  relating 
^  iieiDp,  iron,  and  woollens.  Russia,  said  he, 
grants  no  bounty  j  she  charges,  whether  wisely 
^  unwisely,  an  export  duty  on  hemp.  Sweden 
;raQis  no  bounty,  but  charges  an  export  duty  on 
fon.  The  very  reverse  of  the  causes  which  should 
lutborae  counteracting  restrictions.  England 
jfaDts  no  bounty  on  woollens ;  and  there  is  no  law 
'  ^^cree  of  England  granting  a  bountjc  on  any 
'je  article  embraced  in  this  tariff.  The  bounties 
uuneosaud  gUiss  are  of  ancient  date;  some  as 


old  as  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne;  and  these 
the  British  Government  would  willingly  abolish, 
but  it  cannot.  But,  even  if  it  coula  oe  shown 
that  a  bounty  was  granted,  he  should  contend  it 
was  for  the  benefit  of  this  country,  unless  it  was 
under  a  new  act,  and  calculated  to  disturb  some 
existing  branch  of  industry  in  our  own  country. 
He  again  called  on  gentlemen  to  point  out  the 
foreign  act  or  decree  calculated  to  disturb  any  ex> 
isting  branch  of  industry  in  the  country,  and  he, 
for  one,  should  be  ready  to  meet  it.  Such  would 
be  of  an  external  character,  and  strictly  within 
the  province  of  the  National  Government,  whose 
right  and  duty  it  was.  he  repeated,  promptly  to 
counteract  every  hostile  movement  of  a  foreign 
government. 

But  when  a  foreign  people,  without  the  assist- 
ance of  their  government,  simply  through  the 
agency  of  nature,  or  from  the  experience  of  aees, 
from  their  wealth  or  population,  are  enabled  to 
supply  our  wants  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  they  can 
be  supplied  within  our  own  country^  it  would,  he 
subimtted,  be  unwise  in  us,  as  l^islators,  to  at- 
tempt the  unprofitable  experiment  of  creating  or 
sustaining  the  home  supply,  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  restrictive  or  prohibitory  laws.  Here 
we  leave  the  class  of  defensive  and  wise  restric- 
tions behind  us ;  we  reach  (he  class  of  offensive 
and  unprofitable  restrictions.  It  is  not  upon  for- 
eign governments  we  make  war;  but  we  com- 
mence a  speculative  and  blind  warfare  upon  the 
knowledge,  ingenuity,  enterprise,  and  industry  of 
mankind;  and  the  expense  of  this  experimental 
war  we  raise  by  heavy  taxes  upon  our  tellow-citi- 
zens.  This  is  that  famous  system  of  internal  re- 
strictions, which  favors  some  branches  of  industry 
at  the  expense  of  others,  and  capriciously  transfers 
capital  and  labor  out  of  existing  into  new  em- 
ployments ;  and  this  is  the  essential  principle  of 
the  bill  in  question.  Gentlemen  should  recollect 
that  the  industry  of  the  country  is  at  all  times 
sufficiently  agitated  by  the  natural  and  political 
vicissitudes  incident  to  nations,  and  that  the  ab- 
rupt transfers  of  capital  and  labor,  the  consequence 
of  these  agitations,  ought  never  to  be  multiplied 
by  legislation.  Such  is  the  experimental  system 
— a  system  harmonious  with  the  forms  of  Euro- 
pean governments,  springing  from,  and  matured 
through  a  necessity  lor  taxation. 

But,  said  Mr.  C,  whatever  may  have  been  the 
system  of  practice  of  European  monarchies  in  this 
novel  mode  of  sportinff  with  the  rights  and  prop- 
erty of  men,  we  should  recollect  that  we  are  legis- 
lating for  a  confederacy  of  free  States,  associated 
for  the  purpose  of  common  defence.  He  was  not 
disposed  to  discuss  the  meaning  of  words*  or  to  say 
much  of  constructive  or  incidental  powers.  He 
was  aware  that  all  Constitutional  doubts  were 
generally  received  by  the  House  with  levity.  He 
regrettea  to  see  it ;  he  regretted  that,  in  the  short 
term  of  thirty  years,  there  seemed  to  have  arisen 
an  increased  desire  to  enlarge  the  powers  of  the 
National  Government.  He  would  remind  gen- 
tlemen, who  were  disposed  to  indulge  in  this  mag- 
nificent scheme  of  Grovernment,  that,  durins  the 
short  period  of  our  political  existence,  we  had  wit 


767 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS, 


H.  OP  R. 


New  Tariff  B4U. 


JlHCABT,  193. 


nessed  the  growth  of  many  incidental  and  con- 
structive powers,  of  a  gigantic  form.  He  would 
warn  those  who  were  disposed  to  give  this  crea- 
tive character  to  the  Constitution  to  forbear,  lest 
the  weight  of  these  miffhty  limbs  should  bear  down 
the  venerable  trunk,  from  whence^  we  are  told, 
they  derived  their  origin.  He  believed  with  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Smttb,)  that  it 
was  never  contemplated  by  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  to  confer  on  thitf  confederated  Gov- 
ernment the  absolute  power  to  make  one  section 
of  the  Union  tributary  to  the  other,  or  to  bind  the 
Atlantic  States  in  a  vassalase  to  those  which 
might  arise  in  the  West.  Had  the  broad  princi- 
ples now  assumed  been  advocated  in  the  Conven- 
tion which  framed  our  Constitution,  we  should 
not  now  be  assembled  to  deliberate  or  legislate. 

This  is  an  untimely  call  upon  the  nation  to 
make  sacrifices  for  the  benefit  or  particular  branch- 
es of  industry.  The  lamentations  which  we  hear, 
are  but  the  subsiding  echoes  of  the  calamities  in- 
cident to  war.  Agriculture,  manufactures,  and 
commerce,  were  necessarily  subjected  to  the  aei- 
tations  arising  out  of  the  lormer  restrictions,  the 
violent  convulsions  of  our  late  war,  and  the  ab- 
rupt transition  from  war  to  peace.  When  peace 
returned  all  were  d^ressed ;  out  all  are  now  rapid- 
ly recovering  under  its  genial  influence,  and  the 
industry  of  the  nation  is  gradually  approaching 
that  regular  and  settled  character,  whicn  most  con- 
tributes to  the  happiness  and  wealth  of  the  nation. 
It  is  not  necessary  for  us  to  disturb  the  people  of 
this  country,  by  furnishing  new  inducements  to 
speculation  and  miti.  No  revision  of  the  tarifi*,  at 
least  on  the  principles  recognised  in  this  bill,  is 
required  by  the  country.  We  have  been  constantly 
changing  and  augmenting  our  duties  during  the 
last  thirty  years;  this  fluctuating  policy  is  inju- 
rious to  all  classes.  All  that  our  manufacturers 
require  is  more  uniformity  and  stability  in  legis- 
lation— ^the  rate  of  duty  is  not  so  important  as  its 
permanency. 

He  trusted  the  Government  would  guard  the 
rights  and  interests  of  every  branch  of  industry  in 
the  nation ;  that  it  would  ever  continue  what  its 
framers  intended  it  to  be— parental  in  its  charac- 
ter; and  that  it  never  would  become,  by  an  abuse 
of  its  powers,  express  or  incidental,  absolute  and 
despotic. 

when  Mr.  C.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Borrows,  of  Connecticut,  rose  and  ad- 
dressed the  Chair,  as  follows: 

Sir :  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  replying  to  some 
remarks  that  have  been  made  by  several  gentlemen 
who  have  spoken  against  the  bill  now  under  oon- 
sideration.  The  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Cambrelbno,)  who  has  just  resumed  his 
seat,  has  told  you  what  passed  in  Congress  in 
1789,  when  engaged  in  discussing  a  simHar  sub- 
ject. They  spent  days  or  weeks  in  deciding  whe- 
ther a  duty  or  5  or  7  per  cent  should  be  laid  on 
imported  fabrics.  If  we  are  to  jud g^  of  the  merits 
of  this  bill,  by  comparing  its  provisions  with  the 
doings  of  Congress  at  that  time,  I  think  it  would 
be  proper  at  the  same  time  tooonsider  the  relative 
situation  of  our  country  at  that  time,  compared 


with  the  present.  In  ^89,  sk,  we  bad  bat  jtst 
emerged  from  a  colonial  degraded  state.  It  ist 
fact,  known  to  every  gentleman  of  this  Committee. 
that  when  we  were  under  the  laws  of  EogiaDd. 
we  were  prohibited  from  engaging  in  any  businee 
that  would  have  a  tendency  to  render  os  Jess  de- 
pendent on  the  mother  country.  We  were,  sir.  at 
that  time,  under  the  necessity  of  impoitiiig  iht 
most  of  our  clothing,  and  a  great  variety  of  other 
manufactured  articles.  Our  population  was smaU ; 
we  were  destitute  of  artists,  and  also  of  most  of 
the  raw  materials  necessary.  But  what,  sir,  is  our 
present  condition  ?  Has  not  our  popolatioD  greitly 
mcreased  ?  It  must  be  acknowledged,  sir,  thai 
we  now  possess  the  most  ample  means  to  furaisii 
ourselves  with  the  most  essential  articles  in  coot- 
mon  use,  instead  of  importing  them  from  ford|: 
countries. 

Sir,  we  can  better  understand  what  the  rievs 
of  our  Government  were  at  that  early  period.  W 
referring  to  their  public  acts.  When  Coopess 
sat  in  New  York,  under  the  Administration  of  tlu> 
man  who  we  all  acknowledged  was  first  notooif 
in  gaining,  but  maintaining  our  liberties,  m: 
Washington,  it  was  ascertained,  by  a  compuf 
in  New  York,  engaged  in  the  manufactuhog  of 
wool  cards  (which,  at  that  time,  was  a  great 
article  of  importation)  that  a  sof&cieat  qoaiitity 
might  or  could  be  made  to  supply  the  market  A 
representation  was  made  to  Congren.with  a  re- 
quest to  lay  a  duty  on  that  article,  and  that,  vitb 
a  view  to  protect  and  encourage  oorovam&i^^ 
facturersof^that  article.  This  request  was  granted 
A  duty  was  laid,  amounting  to  a  prohibitioD.  Tb 
same  protection  was  extended  to  those  engaged  o 
the  manufacturing  of  hats.  All  this  was  ^ont 
sir,  with  a  view  to  promote  the  best  interests  of 
our  country,  and  theae  facts  go  to  prove  that  Cos* 
gress^  at  that  time,  entertained  the  views  now  efl- 
tertained  by  the  friends  of  this  bill.  Thep<^ 
man  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Tattnall,)  has acbovl* 
edged  the  propriety  or  neoessity  of  oor  oauag 
cannon,  muskets,  dtc.,  and  why  does  he  cobcw 
this  point  ?  He  telb  yon  these  are  indisfxpaw 
to  the  carrying  on  a  war  against  oor  enemies.  1 
will  inquire  of  that  gentleman  whether  dodii^ 
for  our  soldiers  is  not  as  essential  as  anns  t» 
other  munitions  of  war.  I  think,  sir,  this  is » 
given  point.  Then,  sir,  permit  me  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  this  Committee  toour  situation  ^^^ 
last  war  commenced,  and  ask  whether  we  cow 
have  sustained  the  war,  or  clothed  our  annf  tad 
navy,  without  the  aid  of  domestic  floods?  ^^, 
not  Congress  fully  apprized  of  this  cncomstao€e> 
Under  these  views,  did  they  not  present  everf  >- 
dncement  to  encourage  our  enterprising  citizeai* 
engage  in  business  so  indispensable  to  oar  ^^i^ 
as  a  nation  ?  At  the  same  time  it  was  belKW 
our  Government  stood  pledged  to  protect  tu* 
establishments  against  foreign  competition  in  td| 
of  peace.  WheUier  these  men  who  thus  eon^ 
in  the  Government  for  protection  did  realise*^ 
they  had  just  cause  to  anticipate,  I  will  iet^ 
themseln^s  to  decide.  GknUemen  who  iff^ 
this  biU,  say  such  laws  are  both  imp<^!^f): 
unjust.    In  the  first  place  you  would  dimiii^  « 
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mjare  your  reyeoue.  I  think,  sir,  g^tdemen  will 
not  contend  this  is  a  very  permaaent  source  to 
depend  on  for  revenue ;  our  experience,  sir,  has 
Ter]r recently  tested  this  point.  When  we  eD|»ged 
in  the  last  war  every  stream  by  which  yoVir  Treas- 
ury liad  been  replenished  was  at  once  dried  up. 
YoQ  were  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  laying[  a 
direct  tax,  and  of  issuing  a  paper  currency,  which 
vis  thrown  into  market  and  sold  at  a  great  dis- 
cooDt  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  in  some  cases  Treas- 
onr  notes  were  pot  off  at  a  sacrifice  of  20  per  cent. 
discount.  Loans  were  made  on  the  most  disad- 
Tantalus  terms  for  Governmen  t.  And,  sir,  after 
resoTUng  to  every  means,  that  our  wisest  men 
codd  derise,  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty 
that  our  Government  could  be  sup[>orted,  and  that, 
Mr,  for  the  want  of  money,  whicn  is  said  to  be  the 
sioew  of  war.  I  well  remember  the  time,  sir, 
wiieii  a  very  dark  cloud  was  suspended  over  our 
bdored  country.  For  a  time  we  were  in  awful 
^pense,  as  to  the  issue.  Have  gentlemen  so  soon 
ibrgotten  those  scenes  of  danger  and  peril  from 
which  we  have  but  recently  escaped  ?  Are  we, 
sir.  Id  no  danger  of  another  war  f  Ih  any  confi- 
dence to  be  placed  in  the  friendship  of  foreign 
nauonsl  Do  they  regard  our  rights,  sir,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  benefits  they  derive  from  our  in- 
tereoane  or  trade  with  them  ?  No  sir ;  permit 
mxo  say,  those  proad  monarchs,  now  seated  on 
tbeir  tottering  thrones,  watch  you  with  a  very 
jealous  eye.  The  principles  of  liberty  which  have 
onanated  from  this  land  of  freedom,  and  have  be- 
come so  disseminated  through  the  nations  of 
Europe^  have  not  only  aroused  the  fears,  but  have 
excited  the  jealousies  and  indignation  of  those 
tyiaots  who  at  this  moment  sway  their  iron  scep- 
^  orer  ao  many  millions  of  men  made  to  be  free. 
These  arowed  enemies  of  liberty  would  not  hes- 
itate, were  it  in  their  power,  to  conquer  your 
(OQotry,  and  deprive  you  of  all  your  liberties.  '  Mr. 
Cbainnan,  I  feel  for  my  countrv :  I  am  an  Amer- 
ican. I  will  contend,  on  this  floor,  sir,  for  what 
i  nndcntand  to  be  our  dearest  rights.  I  would 
adopt  such  measures  as  would  bttt  comport  with 
oar  siky  and  independence.  But,  sir,  we  are 
told,  br  ptasing  this  bill  into  a  law,  you  will  do 
r^t  injustice  to  a  large  portion  of  the  people  of 
jbis  eoQQtry.    Did  I  believe  this,  Mr.  Chairman, 

\!^^  not  support  the  bill.  I  would  be  one  of 
^  **<t  to  deprive  any  portion  of  our  citizens  of 
toeir  righia.  Permit  me,  sir,  in  reply  to  this  ob- 
J«tioQ,to  make  some  inquiries.  1  would  ask,  if 
laws  of  a  similar  character  have  not  been  passed 
*o  protect  the  planter  ?  Is  there  not  a  very  heavy 
^uty  OB  imported  tobacco,  on  sugar  and  cotton  ? 
A^  yet,  we  are  told,  no  protection  is  afforded  to 
■nyoiherabat  the  manufacturers. 

^in,  w,  permit  me  to  ask  the  grower  of  wheat 
l^&ere  he  finds  the  best  market  for  flour  ?  Must 
be  not  say  in  New  England  ?  I  will  also  inquire 
^^  uie  cotton  planter  if  he  has  any  better  market, 
^  e^en  80  good  as  at  home,  for  as  much  of  that 
511  "  "  wanted  to  supply  our  factories  ?  and 
^  aot  that  demand  increase  in  the  same  ratio 
^  lactonea  increase?  Indeed,  sir,  was  not  this 
^  only  market  the  cotton  planter  had  in  the  late 
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war?  And,  in  the  event  of  another  war,  this 
would  be  the  case  again.  Sir,  to  me  it  is  very 
evident  there  is  a  mutual  interest  between  the 
manufacturer  and  the  planter :  By  protecting  and 
encouraging  the  one,  you  promote  the  interest  of 
the  other.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  has 
made  use  of  very  stron?  expressions.  He  says  this 
is  ail  infernal  bill.  He  also  tells  you  the  people 
will  not  submit  to  such  laws.  I  have  no  fears, 
sir,  on  this  subject.  The  same  gentleman  has 
felt  himself  at  liberty  to  speak  in  the  most  disre- 
spectful terms  of  those  inhabitants  who  live  in  the 
vicinity  of  or  around  those  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments. He  represents  them  as  being  a  low 
degraded  class  of  beings,  and  would  seem  to  in- 
sinuate that  they  were  hardly  entitled  to  enjoy  the 
least  privileges.  I  must,  sir,  claim  the  riffht  of 
disagreeing  with  that  gentleman  on  this  subject. 
I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  come  from  a  district  of 
country  where  there  is  quite  a  number  of  such  es- 
tablishments. The  people  are  so  far  from  being 
what  that  gentleman  represents  them  to  be,  that, 
indeed,  they  are  quite  the  reverse.  They  are, 
j^enerally,  a  sober,  industrious,  moral  people,  and, 
in  my  humble  opinion,  as  honorable  and  deserving 
of  esteem  as  those  among  whom  the  gentleman 
himself  lives. 

When  Mr.  B.  took  his  seat,  the  Committee  rose. 
Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  has  the  floor  for  to-morrow. 


Friday,  January  31. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  *^An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Samuel  Walker,  and  others,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment ;  and  it  was  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '^  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  James  Mc- 
Clung,  deceased,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment ;  and  it  was  committed  to  the  Com- 
mitte  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Craine. 

The  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary 
Claims  were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  petition  of  Eleazer  Scott,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  concerning  invalid 
pensioners. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Joseph  Vidal,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  or  Jacin- 
tha  Vidal,  Thomas  Thompson,  and  Margaret 
Thompson ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Jenninos,  submitted 
yesterday,  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, in  relation  to  the  collateral  security  obtained 
in  1821,  for  (I^)^^^,  deposited  in  the  Vincennes 
Bank  at  the  time  of  its  failure,  the  character  of 
such  collateral  security,  &c.,  was  considered  and 
adopted. 
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Mr.  Rankings  resolTe,  also  laid  oa  the  table 
yesterday,  requesting  of  the  President  information 
concerning  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  Florida, 
was  likewise  taken  up,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  that  the  daily  hour  of 
meeting  of  this  House  be  tvdve  o'clock,  instead  of 
e2eoen,  as  recently  agreed  upon ;  which  motion  was 
decided  affirmatirely — ayes  75,  noes  39. 

The  future  meeting  of  the  House  will  be  at  12 
o'clock,  M.,  until  further  order  thereon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lathrop,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  directed  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  enlarging  the  terms  on  which  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  under  the 
fifth  section  of  the  act.  passed  March  3, 1807,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  provide  for  the  redemption  of  the 
public  debt,"  mav  purchase  that  portion  of  the 
public  debt  whicn  will  become  reimbursable  on 
the  1st  day  of  January,  1825. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions  were  in- 
stracted  to  consider  the  propriety  of  placing  the 
name  of  Benjamin  Trim  on  the  pension  roll. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretarv  of  the  Treasury,  containing 
the  information  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the 
24th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  seventh  section  of 
the  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage,"  passed  the  20th  of  April,  1818,  and  in 
relation  to  an  abolition  of  certain  ports  of  entry ; 
which  letter  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  James  Morrison,  of  Kentucky,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  erection  of  a  monument  over  the  tomb 
of  Eibridge  Gerry,  late  Vice  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  transmit- 
ting a  list  of  balances  standing  on  the  oooks  of  the 
Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  which  have  re- 
mained unsettled,  or  appear  to  have  been  due  more 
than  three  yearx,  prior  to  the  30th  of  September 
last ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

NEW  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  asain  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  on. the  bill  providing  for  the  moreefiectual 
protection  of  domestic  manufactures,  being  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  gave  his  views  at  consid- 
erable length,  in  favor  of  the  proposed  bill,  on 
grounds  ofthe  general  utility  to  the  Union,  of  en- 
couraging domestic  manufactures,  and  the  Con- 
stitutional right  of  Congress  to  make  the  contem- 
plated arrangement  of  duties. 


Mr.  Maluibt,  of  Vermont,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows  : 

Mr.  Chairman :  I  feel  diffident  in  participating 
in  this  debate.  It  has  been  very  clearly  intimated 
that  the  question  before  the  Coaimittee  could  be 
understood  only  by  those  whose  education  was 
derived  from  the  counting  room.  I  feel  emhar- 
rassed  at  the  declaration  which  has  been  made, 
that  no  reliance  should  beplaced  on  official  state- 
ments of  the  condition  of  our  agricaltore,  com- 
merce, and  manufactures.  Althoa^h  exact  intel- 
ligence cannot,  in  all  cases,  be  expected,  yeu  1 
must  prefer  the  facts  thus  disclosed,  to  the  c^an- 
ions  of  any  individual,  however  inteliigcoL  If 
these  statemoits  are  wholly  fallacious,  we  might 
forever  despair  of  arriving  at  troth. 

The  Committee  are  not  now  called  upon  to 
adopt  a  new  principle  in  legislation.  It  is  to  de- 
cide whether  good  policv  does  not  demand  tint 
further  encouragement  ^oold  be  ^ven  to  i^ 
culture  and  manufactures.  Measures  have  Uen 
heretofore  proposed,  to  which  I  could  never  %\n 
my  assent.  It  seemed  to  me  that  tkey  would 
have  destroyed  those  interests  whieb  they  were 
intended  to  promote.  It  seemed  lo  me,  that  not 
only  commerce  would  have  suflered,  the  reveDoe 
would  have  been  in  danger,  but  the  maouilMriiir- 
ing  establishments  themselves  would  hare  heofHO^ 
the  victims  of  legislative  imprudeiice^  h^d  those 
measures  been  adopted. 

That  something  should  be  done,  appeals  to  me 
evident. 

I  approve  of  most  of  the  provisioBs  of  the  bill 
before  the  Committee.  They  are  moderate,  and 
adapted  to  those  important  branches  of  manufac- 
turing, for  which  this  country  afibrds  the  greater 
facilities.  Their  effect  must  be  iiiild^^fMr  cas 
produce  no  convulsive  shock  among  the  diffeieat 
interests  of  the  country. 

The  maxim,  that  individual  industry  and  ea- 
ternrise  will  naturally  seek  their  own  most  inst- 
able employment,  has  been  most  stfenaouafyaiaitt- 
tained  by  the  opposers  of  the  bill.  It  has  beea 
considered  a  law  of  nature  which  should  be  ever 
held  inviolable.  But  it  appears  to  me  unaonad, 
both  in  theory  and  practice.  It  has  been  ezpfo- 
ded  by  |his  nation  and  by  every  other  on  the  globe. 
If  it  is  true,  that  individuals  will  ever  devote  thctr 
labor  and  industry  to  that  emplayuicnt  wluck  is 
the  most  advantageous,  and  in  a  manner  the  most 
judicious  and  profitable,  it  surely  would  be  abssrd 
to  employ  any  moral  or  legal  power  to  ptodneea 
change.  The  exercise  of  a  moral  power  to  divfct 
industry  from  its  natural  and  accustomed  chaa- 
nels,  is  as  much  to  be  condemned  in  prineipk,  a^ 
an  act  of  legislation.  The  agricultural  societies 
in  every  part  of  the  Union  aiford  evidence^  that 
the  doctrine  of  political  economy,  to  whidi  I  have 
alluded,  is  abandoned  in  practice.  What  is  theL* 
great  and  noble  object  ?  Is  it  not  to  divert  indie^ 
try  from  a  course  which  it  would  puisne  if  k^' 
alone,  and  direct  it  to  another  course  more  adiv- 
tageous  ?  Is  not  public  and  private  chanciff^ 
are  not  the  sciences  and  arts  all  combined  to  chufr 
the  objects  to  which  individual  industry  is  aaphed, 
or  to  improve  the  manner  of  its  application  7  fi&i  il 
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the  indiridual  is  the  best  jodg^,  in  all  cases,  of  the 
object  upon  which  he  shall  bestow  his  labor,  all 
interference  from  an^  quarter  must  be  erroneous. 
If  «ilightened  indiriduals  are  capable  of  produ- 
cing a  salotarv  change  in  the  direction  of  mdus- 
trr,  may  not  toe  Goyernment  often  interfere  with 
aa vanti^  7  Through  the  medium  of  commerce. 
the  indtistiy  of  one  nation  is  necessarily  affected 
by  the  industry  of  another.  The  extent  of  this 
mQst  be  better  known  to  a  riiilant  government, 
than  to  the  people  at  large.  One  nation  may  so 
regulate  its  own  trade  and  industry  as  to  operate 
to  its  own  advantage  and  oppressively  on  another. 
In  sQch  case  the  government  of  the  injured  nation 
alone  can  afford  protection.  The  industry  of  our 
own  people  onght  to  be  preferred  to  that  of  other 
coontries,  in  proportion  as  we  esteem  our  fellow- 
ci fizens  above  auens  and  foreigners.  Such  were 
the  views  of  thb  Grovemment,  when  it  gave  a  de* 
cided  protection  to  our  navigation  engaged  in  do- 
mestic trade.  The  interests  of  our  people,  and  the 
cbaraeter  of  I  he  nation,  wete  deepljr  involved  in 
the  policy.  Had  the  role  been  obeyed,  that  indus- 
try would,  unaided,  seek  its  most'  profitable  em- 
nloyneBt,  the  Ha^  of  every  maritime  nation  would 
oe  now  seen  wavmg  in  every  harbor,  bay,  and  in- 
let, in  tile  Union,  flo  American  now  demands  a 
stnrrenderof  that  policy,  whieh  secures  to  our  citi- 
zens sQcb  inestimable  advantages. 

Sir,  let  rat  call  to  the  notice  of  the  Committee 
the  protection  panted  to  the  grand  staple  of  the 
South.  Was  mdustry  left  to  itself  when  a  pro- 
tecting doty  was  granted  to  the  growers  of  cotton  ? 
Did  not  Government  assist  them  in  changing  the 
application  of  their  industry  from  a  most  ruinous 
emplovmeat  to  one  which  has  afforded  them 
boundless  wealth  and  prosperity?  Are  they  not 
secure  from  ail  danger  of  competition  ? 

The  cotton  factories  of  the  Bast  afford  also 
conclusive  evidence  that  Government  may  change 
the  course  of  individual  industry,  and  the  most 
beneficial  consequences  follow.  The  temporarjr 
advance  of  price  which  might  have  followed  an 
advance  of  duty,  has  been  a  thousand  times  bal- 
anced by  the  superior  quality  and  subsequent 
chca|«iess  of  the  fabrics. 

Tbegient  mass  of  the  people,  particularly  the 
laboring  classes,  become  devoted  to  those  pursuits 
to  whfcti  they  have  been  accustomed  from  early 
life.  Some  powvrfnl  motive  must  be  applied  to 
prodoce  a  eminge.  An  enlightened  €k>vemmettt, 
keeptiig  a  steadr  eye  on  the  policy  of  other  na- 
tions, and  watching  with  sleepless  vigilance  over 
the  iatctests  of  its  own  people,  can  direct  employ- 
ment to  new  objects,  and  the  most  desirable  ad- 
vantages would  inevitably  follow. 

We  have  often  heard  it  repeated  that  manufac- 
turers are  a  jHririleged  class;  that  tbev  may  be- 
come an  aristocracy  in  this  country.  Ir  we  con- 
fined the  operation  of  the  bill  to  those  now  engaged, 
some  reason  for  the  assertion  might  exist  But 
the  object  is  to  hold  out  equal  and  universal  invi- 
tation to  the  people  of  the  Union  to  engage  with 
their  labor  and  capital.  No  privil^e  is  granted 
bat  what  may  be  enjoyed  by  every  American  cit- 
izen.    The  effects  must  be  purely  democratical. 


Are  we  more  in  danger  of  aristocracy  from  a  pro- 
tection of  hemp  and  iron  than  we  have  been 
from  the  protection  of  navigation — of  cotton  and 
tobacco  ? 

Our  past  condition,  Mr.  Chairman,  has  been 
truly  represented  as  deplorable.  The  cause  is  often 
declared  to  be  found  in  the  want  of  a  proper  en- 
couragement of  domestic  manufactures.  In  this 
I  cannot  give  my  full  concurrence.  It  may  ap- 
pear presumptuous  in  me  to  make  the  attempt  to 
explam  some  of  the  causes  of  our  past  misfortunes 
and  embarrassments.  As  they  seem  by  many  to 
have  an  important  bearing  on  the  question,  I  hope 
my  efforts  will  be  excui^.  Great  and  sudden 
cbadfi^es  in  the  policy  of  a  commercial  nation  must 
ever  derange  the  common  pursuits  of  the  people. 
The  impression  upon  capital  and  industry  is  gen- 
erally of  the  most  destructive  character.  The 
effects  of  the  restrictive  system  before  the  war 
are  well  remembered.  War  took  place.  Many 
branches  of  industry,  adapted  to  a  state  of  peace, 
were  entirely  destroyed.  It  gave  existence  to 
many  adapted  to  the  exigency  of  the  times.  Cap- 
ital, engaged  at  home  and  abroad,  was  now  de- 
voted to  some  new  employment.  Government 
expended,  during  the  war,  about  ninety  millions, 
derived  from  loans  and  Trc^aslirv  notes.  This  was 
principally  added  to  the  cireuiating  n&edium  of 
the  nation.  The  number  df  banks  was  greatly 
augmented  during  the  war.  They  overwhelmed 
the  country  with  their  paper,  nence,  an  enor- 
mous augmentation  of  currency.  It  gave  property 
and  labor  a  gteat,  yet  fictitious  value.  An  uni- 
versal spirit  of  speculation  prevailed,  while  in 
many  parts  of  the  country  the  real  substantial  pro- 
ductive industry  was  impaired.  At  this  period, 
the  most  extravagant  investments  of  capital  were 
made  in  manufacturing  establishments.  Almost 
every  section  of  the  country  now  contains  the 
evidelice  of  the  most  heedless  waste  of  monev. 
Credit  was  also  used  to  its  utmost  extent.  Skill, 
the  moral  engineer  of  indu^ry,  was  deficient.  The 
same  observations  apply  to  speculations  in  land, 
and  almost  ever/  otner  kind  of  property.  When 
peace  returned,  the  affairs  of  the  nation  and  indi- 
viduals cbanfifed  in  a  moment.  The  Government 
ceased  to  make  expenditures  as  it  had  done  just 
before.  Industry,  adapted  to  a  state  of  war  only, 
no  longer  found  employments  The  Government, 
in  two  or  three  years,  colle<ned  and  took  out  or 
een^al  circulation  near  one  hundred  millions  of 
dollars.  Banks,  without  solid  capital,  failed  en- 
tirriy.  Those  which  had  capital  diminished  their 
issues  in  paper.  A  currency  which  overwhelmed 
the  nation  was  reduced  almost  to  nothing.  The 
debft  of  individuals,  more  numerous  and  large 
than  ever,  remained  undiminished,  while  labor 
and  property  of  every  description  had  almost  en- 
tirely lost  their  value.  The  effects  which  we  wit- 
nessed were  natural,  cermin^  and  desolating.  Man- 
ufacturers were  involved  in  misfortunes  common 
to  all.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  remaining  wealth 
of  the  rest  of  the  nation  could  not  have  saved 

them. 

We  have  been  often  told  that  the  extensive  im- 
portations of  foreign  goods,  dnring  1815  and  1816, 


775 


HI8T0BY  OP  C0NGRBS8. 


776 


H.  OF  R. 


New  Tariff  BiO. 


JaH  UARTy  1821 


have  augmented  our  distresses.  They  must  have 
affected  the  manufacturers  of  the  country  in  a  great 
degree ;  and  I  helieve  it  equally  true  that  the  Gov- 
ernment and  nation  gained  by  them  very  impor- 
tant advantages.  At  this  period,  every  member 
of  this  Committee  well  remembers  the  condition 
of  Grovernment.  It  was  marching  rapidly  to  a 
state  of  bankruptcy.  Its  revenue  was  exhausted, 
and  the  means  of  raising  one  did  not  exist 

It  will  be  recollected  that,  during  1815, 1816, 
and  1817,  the  Government  derived  a  revenue  of 
nearly  one  hundred  millions  from  imposts.  The 
faith  of  the  nation  could  never  have  been  redeem- 
ed without  its  aid.  Had  prohibition  of  foreign 
goods  continued,  the  consumer  must  have  paid 
the  difference  between  them  and  domestic  fab- 
rics. Whatever  revenue  the  Government  obtain- 
ed, it  must  have  been  paid  by  the  people,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  difference  between  domestic  and  for- 
eign goods. 

We  must  also  recollect,  that  many  portions  of 
the  country  sustained  their  share  of  the  burdens 
of  the  war  without  any  of  its  beneficial  effects. 
Internal  taxes  would  have  been  doubly  oppressive 
to  them,  and  not  very  welcome  to  the  rest  of  the 
nation.  Considering  the  deplorable  condition  of 
the  nation  at  the  jieriod  to  which  I  have  alluded, 
and  a  supply,  providential  in  its  time  and  amount, 
derived  trom  imposts ;  the  consequent  benefits  it 
afforded  to  the  country,  by  enabling  us  to  dis- 
charge a  load  of  debt  which  was  crushing  the 
Government  by  its  weighty  the  policy  adopted 
previous  to  the  present  tarifi,  ought  not  to  be  has- 
tily condemned. 

The  provisions  of  the  tariff  of  1816  are,  with 
few  exceptions,  now  in  operation.  When  we  re- 
flect on  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  the  unset- 
tled state  of  public  and  private  concerns,  the 
countless  interests  involved,  it  seems  to  me  a 
more  prudent  measure  could  not  have  been  ex- 
pected from  human  wisdom.  Experience  alone 
could  determine  its  disastrous  or  beneficial  effects. 

Sir.  since  1816,  no  ffreat  event  has  taken  place, 
calculated  to  disturb  the  repose  of  the  nation.  Its 
industry  and  capital  have  settled  down  into  their 
natural  channels.  We  can  now  determine  whe- 
ther the  welfare  of  the  country  demands  a  change 
of  policy.  Let  me  ask,  is  our  condition  prosper^ 
008  and  flourishing?  Have  we  the  means  at 
command  of  supplying  our  wants  ?  Have  we  the 
evidence  of  becoming  more  wealthy  and  more  in- 
dependent from  year  to  year  ?  I  humbly  solicit 
the  Committee  to  give  these  questions  an  impar- 
tial examination. 

I  would  first  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to 
the  imports  of  foreign  goods  for  six  or  eight  years 
past  By  a  reference  to  the  annual  amount  of 
duties,  sufiScient  certainty  will  be  attained  to  illus- 
trate the  point  I  have  in  view.  It  wiU  show  the 
relative  increase  or  diminution  of  foreign  goods 
consumed  in  the  country.  In  1815,  the  amount 
.of  duties  on  foreign  goods  was  thirty-six  millions. 
In  1820,  it  was  twelve  millions.  Between  these 
two  periods  there  was  an  annual  reduction  of 
imports,  with  the  exception  of  a  single  year.  In 
18S0,  the  imports  for  consumption  were  about 


thirty-seven  millions.  This  year  gives  the  small- 
est amount  In  1821,  they  increased  to  forty-two 
millions;  in  1822,  they  mcreased  to  sixtv-eight 
millions.  It  is  estimated  by  many  that  the  <iemand 
is  increasing. 

Let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the 
consequences  which  must  follow  from  these  facts. 

Had  the  decrease  of  imports  been  gradiud  to 
the  preseni  time,  it  would  have  aflfbrded  strong 
evidence  that  the  wants  of  the  nation  were  prtnci- 
pally  supplied  by  domestic  productions.  Little, 
then,  would  have  been  said  in  favor  of  an  aug- 
mentation of  duties.  But  the  recent  increase  of 
imports  from  thirty-seven  to  sixty-eight  millions, 
in  the  two  last  years,  must  excite  the  most  serioos 
reflections.  What  are  the  causes  of  these  com- 
mercial changes  ?  The  real  wants  of  the  coun- 
try have  not  diminished.  They  must  naturally 
increase  as  population  increases.  Has  it  been  ow- 
ing to  an  addition  of  domestic  supply  that  these 
changes  have  existed  ?  It  cannot  be ;  for  impor- 
tations greatly  diminished,  as  we  have  seen,  for 
several  years,  until  1820,  and  from  that  time  they 
have  greatly  augmented.  Domestic  manufactures 
have  suffered  no  material  change  while  these  revo- 
lutions have  taken  place. 

The  excessive  importation  of  foreign  goods  io 
1815  and  1816  exceeded  the  demand  at  the  time. 
The  embarrassments  which  followed  from  a  scar- 
city of  money,  and  the  depressed  prices  of  agri- 
cultural products,  caused  the  most  rigid  economy 
among  all  classes.  The  demand  for  every  article 
which  the  consumer  must  purchase  was  dimin- 
ished for  the  want  of  a  market  for  property,  and 
also  for  the  want  of  credit  All  conndence  ia 
individual  credit  had  been  lost  or  shaken  by  the 
desolating  changes  of  the  times.  The  a&us  of 
the  country  have  assumed  a  more  r^ular  coarse: 
credit  is  in  some  measure  restored;  public  aod 
private  confidence  improved ;  and  the  value  of 
property  less  liable  to  dangerous  fluctuations.  The 
great  interests  of  the  nation,  dull  and  profitle»as 
they  may  be,  have  assumed  some  system  of  opet- 
ations. 

It  seems  to  me  proved,  Mr.  Chairman^  by  the 
evidence  which  I  have  presented,  that  the  wants 
of  the  country  are  rapidly  increasing  beyond  the 
reach  of  domestic  supply.  The  defieiency  of  the 
latter  must  be  derived  from  abroad.  I  will  again 
impress  on  the  minds  of  the  Committee  that  great 
and  important  fact,  the  increase  of  our  importt- 
tions  from  thirty-seven  to  sixty-eight  millions,  ia 
the  short  period  of  two  years. 

Let  me  ask,  then,  do  our  means  of  payment 
increase  in  equal  proportion?  To  this  point,  it 
would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee.  If  we  purchase  from  for- 
eign countries,  we  should  possess  the  means  of 
payment  In  what  do  they  exist?  Do  we  pos> 
sess  them  1  It  is  with  more  than  comoKm  anxiety 
I  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  this  point 

The  exports  of  every  description  of  domestic 
products,  in — 

1820,  amounted  to      -        -  ^51,000,000 

1821,  do.     -        -        -     43,000,000 

1822,  do.     -        -        -     49,000,000 
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It  is  here  most  eondusiyely  shown  that  our  ex- 
ports are  stationary,  while  the  imports  of  foreign 
prodactioDs  have,  daring  the  same  ])eriod,  increased 
from  thirty-seyen  to  sixty-eight  millions. 

The  consequences  arising  from  these  facts  are 
such  as  are  discovered  by  the  least  attention.  Ten 
millions  of  specie  have  been  drawn  from  the  coun- 
try in  a  short  period  of  time.  Nearly  an  equal 
amount  of  public  stocks  has  abo  left  the  country ; 
while  our  currency  is  diminished  in  an  equal  ratio, 
and  a  genoral  stagnation  of  domestic  business  must 
follow  in  certain  succession.  Hence  it  is  appa- 
rent, also,  that,  with  all  which  foreign  markets 
demand,  with  a  vast  amount  of  specie  and  jniblic 
stocks,  the  credit  of  our  merchants,  and  with  it 
the  credit  of  millions,  is  mortgaged  to  foreign  na- 
tions. If  we  long  continue  as  we  have  beffun, 
payment  is  impossible,  and  insolvency  must  oal- 
ance  the  account. 

Gentlemen,  I  know,  have  often  told  us  we  must 
coDsider  not  only  mercantile  labor  but  the  fur 
trade,  fisheries,  and  all  the  collateral  branches  of 
commerce,  when  we  attempt  to  ascertain  the  bal- 
ance with  the  world.    This  is  admitted.    But, 
with  all  these  allowances,  it  is  not  denied  that, 
for  some  time  past,  the  balance  has  been  decidedlv 
against  us,  and  there  is  every  prospect  that  it  will 
continue.    Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  me  ask  every 
member  of  this  Committee,  suppose  we  adopt  a 
policy  which  would  save  to  this  country  all  the 
profits  of  these  collateral  branches  of  commerce 
and  trade,  would  the  nation  be  injured?    Can 
^ny  man,  in  the  exercise  of  his  reason,  deny  it 
would  be  highly  advantageous  to  the  country  ? 
Why  then  caU  to  our  aid  all  the  profitable  branches 
of  business,  to  support  that  which,  all  must  admit, 
gives  only  a  destructive  loss  to  the  nation  1    It 
may  be  compared  to  the  condition  of  a  farmer, 
who  takes  the  profits  of  a  good  plantation  to  sup* 
port  the  losses  of  a  bad  one. 

To  another  point  of  this  interesting  subject.  I 
call  the  particular  attention  of  gentlemen  of  the 
South.  In  looking  to  the  exports  of  affricultural 
products,  the  following  is  the  astonishing,  and, 
to  me,  the  unexpected,  result : 


We  exported,  of  agricultural  pro- 
ductions, in  1820        -        -        - 

Of  this  amount,  there  was,  in  cot- 
ton alone  

1821  in  all 

Cotton 

1822inall 

Cotton 


$41,500,000 

22,000,000 
$35,000,000 

20,000,000 
$41,000,000 

24,000,000 


Here  we  see  the  article  of  cotton  alone,  sent 
abroad  for  the  four  last  vears,  amounts  to  a  larger 
sam  each  year,  than  all  the  other  varied  product 
of  agriculture  exported  from  every  quarter  of  the 
(Jnion.  In  1821  the  value  of  cotton  was  greater 
by  five  millions.  To  this  may  be  added  the  great 
and  ioereasing  quantity  consumed  by  the  Ameri- 
::an  manufacturer.  And  again  it  must  be  remem- 
[»ered,  that  the  people  of  the  South  are  greatly  in- 
lehted  for  these  advantages  to  th6  protecting  aid 
>f  GJorernment  Their  industry  has  not  only  been 
protected  but  encouraged,  and  they  are  now  en- 


joying the  rich  reward  of  that  policy  which  now 
meets  with  resistance. 

Let  me  call  to  their  attention  the  condition  of 
agriculture  in  every  part  of  the  country,  except 
the  South.  There  is  scarcely  an  article,, except 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  oi  navigable  waters, 
which  will  support  its  own  transportation  to 
market.  The  countries  from  which  we  receive 
our  ^eatest  supplies,  are  the  most  rigorous  in  their 
prohibitions  of  our  productions.  Can  it  be  a  mat- 
ter of  surprise  that  the  people  of  the  interior  are 
solicitous  to  obtain  some  relief,  some  mitigation  of 
the  pressure  of  the  present  times  ?  Can  they  ex- 
pect us  to  fold  our  arms  in  apathy,  and  see  ruin 
approaching  with  total  indifierence  ?  Whatever 
we  ask,  we  believe  it  is  compatible  with  their  in- 
terests, and  would  be  beneficial  to  our  own. 

Mr  Chairman,  I  have  endeavored  -to  show  the 
extent  of  the  demands  for  foreign  productions,  and 
the  extent  of  the  means  bv  which  they  are  to  be  at- 
tained. The  wants  of  the  nation  must  increase, 
and  will  its  ability  to  supply  them,  hereafter  in- 
crease, under  the  infiuence  of  the  present  policy  ? 
Do  the  prospects  of  futurity  give  us  any  encour- 
agement? When  will  the  foreign  demand  for 
our  agricultural  productions  be  improved  ?  When 
can  we  look  for  more  advantac^eous  markets, 
abroad?  There  is  no  hope  of  relief.  I  am  sensi- 
ble that  we  have  been,  and  shall  be  again,  told 
that  the  evil  will  correct  itself.  It  is  a  kindred 
dozma  with  one  which  maintains  that  industry 
will  always  seek  the  most  advantageous  employ- 
ment. 

I  am  frank  to  confess,  I  have  placed  great  reli- 
ance on  its  efficacy.  I  have  been  Ions  waiting  to 
witness  the  triumphant  operations  of  its  power. 
Seven  years  have  elapsed  since  the  adoption  of 
the  present  tarifi*,  and  no  one  can  feel  gratified  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  condition  of  the  country. 
It  is  evident  to  all,  under  present  prospects,  that 
we  must  either  fail  to  supply  our  wants  and  en- 
dure the  privations  of  the  usual  conveniences  of 
life,  or  use  our  credit  to  procure  them,  and  become 
bankrupt. 

It  may  be  said,  the  imports  of  foreign  goods  for 
the  year  1822,  is  only  the  result  of  mercantile  spec- 
ulation ;  that  they  will  be  greatly^  diminished  for 
the  year  to  come.  This,  I  think^  is  to  be  doubted. 
But,  suppose  it  to  be  true,  what  is  the  effect  upon 
the  American  manufacturer  ?  He  sees,  one  year, 
a  small  amount  of  foreign  fabrics  in  market,  and 
exerts  himself  to  furnisn  a  supply.  Bv  the  time 
he  is  prepared,  the  country  is  overwhelmed  with 
foreign  goods.  Importations  again  diminish, 
and  again  the  American  manufacturer  becomes 
the  victim  of  an  encouraging  delusion.  The  ef- 
fect would  be  a  thousand  times  more  dangerous 
than  a  constant  regular  flow  of  importation,  and 
with  these  it  seems  impossible  for  the  country  to 
prosper. 

Could  I  be  convinced  of  the  correctness  of  the 
remarks  which  have  just  been  made  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Cam- 
BRELGNO,)  it  would  afiord  great  consolation.  He 
has  told  us  not  to  be  alarmed  at  the  idea  that  the 
balance  of  trade  is  against  us.    He  informed  us 
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that  the  greater  the  balaoce  against  a  coantrjr,  the 
greater  must  be  its  prosperity.  I  must  confess  that 
there  is  something  so  sublimely  mysterious  in  this 
doctrine,  that  it  may  be  dangerous  to  approach  it 
I  am  sensible  that  a  nalion  may,  for  a  time,  ia- 
crease'in  wealth  when  it  imports  more  than  it 
exports.  Its  labor  and  capital  may  be  employed  ; 
the  productions  of  other  countries,  which  nave 
been  obtained  on  credit,  may  be  emnloyed  to  im- 
prove its  condition.  Forests  are  cleared ;  roads 
are  made ;  canals  constructed ;  cities  built ;  public 
works  erected ;  but  we  must  remember  that  the 
day  of  payment  will  arrive.  If  foreign  debts  are 
suffered  to  remain  from  year  to  year ;  if  they  are 
suffered  to  accumulate^  whilst  the  means  of  pay- 
ment are  daily  diminishing,  the  most  alarming 
dangers  await  it.  The  currency  of  the  country 
is  first  exhausted — the  domain  itself  must  follow, 
and  a  general  bankruptcy  close  the  scene. 

With  a  steady  eye  on  the  past  and  present  con- 
dition of  the  nation,  let  roe  ask,  if,  for  each  of  the 
two  last  years  we  bad  produced,  in  domestic 
fabrics,  ten  millions  more  than  we  have  done, 
would  the  nation  have  been  as  deeply  in  debt  as 
at  this  time  ?  Let  me  ask  again,  suppose  we  had 
manufactured  less  than  we  Iwve  done  by  ten  mil- 
lions for  each  of  the  last  two  years,  should  we  not 
have  been  much  more  deeply  in  debt  abroad  than 
we  now  are?  Can  any  one  pretend  that  our 
prosperity  increases  in  proportion  as  foreigners 
become  our  creditors,  and  yet  be  support^  by 
sound  judgment  and  common  sense  ? 

But,  it  may  be  said  that  we  should  have  been 
indebted  to  our  citizens  to  an  eqa^i  amount.  This 
is  not  wholly  correct;  for  the  producer  of  domes- 
tic fabrics  would  have  been  the  consumer,  to  a 
considerable  amount,  of  those  productions,  which 
never  could  hare  found  the  way  to  a  foreign  market. 

It  is  not  denied  that  withu  little  more  than  a 
year  past,  ten  millions  of  specie  have  left  the 
country.  We  are  told  that  tnis  fact  should  give 
us  no  alarm.  It  has  paid  an  equal  amount  of 
debt,  due  by  Americans  to  foreigners,  and  many 
suppose  it  a  matter  of  indifference  to  whom  it  may 
have  been  paid.  All  must  agree  that  the  currency 
of  the  country,  for  many  years  past,  has  not  been 
too  great,  oome  sections  of  the  country  have 
suffered  the  most  distressing  embarrassments  from 
its  deficiency.  Had  the  ten  millions  which  have 
been  sent  abroad  been  employed  at  home,  they 
would  have  changed  hands  a  hundred  times  in 
the  course  of  a  year.  They  would  have  been  dis- 
tributed over  the  country,  and  perhaps  thirty  mil- 
lions of  debts  would  have  been  paid,  and  facilities 
would  have  been  afforded  to  the  employment  of 
labor,  and  exchange  of  property,  to  the  amount  of 
millions  besides,  fiere  a  vast  difference  is  evident 
between  money  sent  abroad  and  the  circulation  of 
it  in  our  own  country.  In  one  case  it  pays  but  a 
sin|;le  debt,  in  the  other  thirty;  besides  the  activity 
which  it  anords  to  everv  kind  of  business. 

By  many  it  is  considered  that  the  amount  of 
currency  is  not  material ;  and  the  price  of  property 
will  adapt  itself  to  the  quantity  in  use.  But  when 
it  is  considered  that  the  people  employ  credit  to  a 
great  extent,  a  fluctuation  of  currency  will  never 


fail  to  produce  the  moat  fatal  effects.  If  tea  ihtm- 
sand  dollars  will  purchase  no  more  to-day  tbt& 
five  thousand  will  to-morrow,  the  conditioo  of  the 
debtor  must  be  deplorable.  His  debts  are  not  sub- 
ject to  fluctuation,  whatever  mmy  be  the  state  ol 
the  currency. 

The  present  state  of  things  operates  apon  the 
interior  with  oppressive  power.  The  employment, 
agricultural.  The  currency,  if  souod,  is  ohtainwl 
at  the  dearest  rate.  The  present  ooaise  of  mer- 
cantile business  absorbs  it  entirely.  Whatever  may 
have  found  its  way  to  the  remote  paits  of  t^ 
country,  hurries  back  to  the  seats  of  coaimeree. 

The  command ilig  objeet  of  our  CSovemmeat  i» 
to  provide  for  the  prosperity  and  happiaess  of  aU. 
Equal  rights  and  privileges  may  be  seeoied  by  tk 
constitution  and  laws  en  a  eouatnr,  bat  equaiitf 
of  advantages  may  not  always  follow.  If  Got- 
em  men  t  has  the  power,  it  is  a  duty  of  the  most 
sacred  character  to  promote  that  eqoaiity  of  con- 
dition and  circumstances  which  may  afllbrd  u 
eoualit^  of  convenience  and  comfort  to  every  dus 
of  its  citizens,  wherever  they  may  be  found.  To 
accomplish  tnese  desirable  objects,  no  meuan 
seems  to  me  so  eflicacious  as  one  wHhich  assisis 
every  section  of  the  country  to  sopiply  its  owk 
wants.  ManufactonesL  distributed  in  difleruit 
parts  of  the  Union,  would  equalize  the  advantages 
which  the  country  affords.  The  people  of  (&o 
or  Vermont  woudd  be  |)laced  on  equal  tenns  with 
those  on  the  seaboard,  in  procuring  such  conveni- 
ences of  life  as  can  be  product  within  their 
limits.  The  currency  of  the  interior  would  be- 
come  regular  and  permanent,  for  there  would  be 
fewer  objects  to  ofaiain  from  abroad. 

I  do  not.  Mr.  Chairman,  carry  my  views  as  far 
as  many  have  extended  theirs,  on  this  subject 
Many  believe  we  shall  become,  in  a  abort  periorf 
of  time,  the  manufacturers  for  the  worid.  Ami 
we  have  been  presented  with  splendid  ptctiues  of 
wealth  and  srandeur,  to  be  derived  from  that 
policy  which  has  been,  on  this  occasion,  controkLed 
by  prudence  and  wisdom.  The  ]mwpecu  of  ex- 
travagant wealth  in  the  Republic,  can  aflbid  b&t 
little  fascination.  That  grandeur  which  is  ac* 
quired  by  riches  must  fade  in  the  presence  of  thiX 
moral  greatness,  to  which  a  nation  of  freenm 
should  aspire.  Give  the  people  the  means  of  sup- 
porting their  civil,  religious,  and  political  instito- 
tions,  with  republican  economy ;  of  proriding  for 
the  cultivation  of  the  human  mind ;  of  improm^, 
by  sure  and  steady  efforts,  the  condition  of  tbe 
country ;  of  obtaining  an  equal  competency  c^ 
wealth  by  honorable  exertion,  and  they  will  enjor 
safety,  happiness,  and  independence. 

I  have  thus  feebly  assigned  some  of  tbe  teasosi 
I  entertain  in  favor  of  an  augmentation  of  the  ^ 
ties  on  foreign  fabrics.   A  moderate  increase,  oalr. 
should  be  required  or  allowed.     If^  in  a  momeai 
of  zeal  and  anxietv  to  promote  the  interests  of  tk 
nation,  as  involved  in  the  interests  of  a  paiticaisf 
class.  Congress  should  rashly  invade  the  rights  oi' 
navigation  and  eommerce--should   deatiDy  tk 
system  of  revenue,  so  highly  valued  by  tbe  peopir, 
feelings  might  be  awakened  which  would  over- 
throw all  existing  defence  of  domestic  indoicrf . 
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Will  the  narigfttioii  of  the  cott&try  be  in  daa- 
ger,  should  the  proposed  measure  pass?  It  is 
rather  with  a  view  of  drawing  the  attention  of 
gentlemen,  better  informed  than  myself,  to  this 
point,  that  I  make  the  allusion.  Is  it  not  evident 
tiiat  our  ships  and  vessels  will  have  the  transpor- 
tation of  all  our  productions  which  foreign  mar- 
kets will  receive  ?  Will  our  fisheries  and  coasting 
trade  suffer  ?  Importations  of  such  articles  as  we 
cannot  produce  will  augment  as  the  consumption 
of  the  country  increases.  The  navigation  of  the 
nation  will  have  the  benefits.  Iron  and  hemp  are 
articles  more  important  to  navigation  than  any 
other  named  in  the  bill.  The  average  of  iron, 
for  each  of  the  two  last  years,  was  about  twenty- 
five  thousand  tons,  and  of  hemp  about  nine  thous- 
and tons.  A  sudden  prohibition  would  be  univer- 
sally injurious.  No  such  efiect  is  intended;  the 
bill  cannot  produce  it.  It  would  be  long  before 
the  domestic  supply  would  be  felu  In  the  mean- 
time the  demand  would  be  supplied  from  abroad. 
Again,  we  must  bear  in  mind,  that  increasing 
popcdaiion  will  augment  consumption,  and  retard 
any  diminution  of  imports.  Manjr  other  articles 
are  emlvaced  in  the  bill,  the  prohibition  of  which 
would  scarcely  be  noticed  by  navkation ;  a  grad- 
ual diminution  of  any  would  not  be  felt. 

The  effect  upon  the  mercantile  interest  cannot 
be  aiarmiag.   Should  foreign  commerce  diminish, 
domestic  commerce  must  increase.   The  merchant 
will  always  be  engaged  in  the  distribution  of  the 
productions  of  nature  and  art.    A  steady  perma- 
nent trade  must  ever  be  desirable  to  that  enter- 
prising class  of  our  citisEens.    It  would  seem,  with 
any  knowledge  of  the  past,  that  the  fluctuations 
of  cooomerce  cannot  be  rendered,  bv  the  bill,  more 
frequent  or  more  disastrous  than  they  have  been. 
It  seems  to  me,  that  it  would  be  less  hazardous 
and  more  convenient,  and  as  lucrative,  to  purchase 
iron  firom  our  own  forges,  as  to  procure  it  from 
Russia  and  Sweden ;  to  purchase  woollens  and 
cottons  from  our  own  factories,  as  to  obtain  them 
from  fingland  and  France.    It  is  undeniable,  that 
the  increase  of  marketabie  productions  in  the  in- 
terior, must  very  greatly  facilitate  mercantile  op- 
erations, in  those  articles  which  all  classes  of 
people  require,  and  which  foreign  countries  alone 
can  furnish.    In  the  event  of  war,  or  commotions 
among  foreign  nations,  domestic  commerce  pur- 
sues its  way  undisturbed.     In  1621,  we  imported 
cotton  and  woollen  goods  to  the  amount  of  about 
eleTen  millions.    In  1822,  to  the  amount  of  more 
than  twenty  millions.     The  effect  upon  the  rer- 
enue  cannot  be  foretold  with  exactness,  but  it 
would  appear  reasonable  to  suppose  that  it  cannot 
be  serious  for  a  considerable  time  to  come.   Coarse 
woollens  would  soon  be  produeed ;  the  finer  kind 
would  continue  to  come  from  abroad.    The  same 
may  be  said  of  cottons.   The  increasing  consump- 
tion of  the  country  will  enlarge  the  demand  of 
the  finer  fabrics. 

By  the  bill  ten  per  cent,  is  proposed  to  be  added 
to  the  present  duty  on  silks  and  linens.  For  two 
years  past  we  have  imported,  on  an  average  for 
each,  8^,500,000.  These  will  not  be  produced  in 
this  country,  to  any  considerable  extent,  for  a  great 


length  of  time.  Custom,  habit,  and  fashion,  con- 
tinue to  give  them  an  extensive  demand.  Much 
will,  therefore,  be  added  to  the  revenue  by  this 
proposed  advance  of  duty.  The  production  of 
iron  and  hemp,  and  manufactures  derived  from 
them,  will  advance  bv  slow  degrees,  and  the  ad- 
ditional duty  will  make  compensation  for  the  di- 
minished importations  which  may  follow. 

Teas,  wines,  sugar,  coffee,  salt,  and  spirits,  and 
a  great  variety  of  other  articles,  will  not  be  af- 
fected. The  annual  demand  for  these  must  in- 
crease. 

By  improving  the  condition  of  the  interior  of 
the  country,  by  adopting  measures  to  increase  the 
means  of  the  people  to  purchase  the  conveniences 
of  life,  in  the  same  proportion  the  demand  for 
them  will  be  augmented.  Let  me  also  observe, 
that  the  expenses  of  Government  need  not  increase 
in  proportion  to  our  population.  All  its  branches 
must  be  as  complete^  all  the  Departments  must 
be  as  well  arranged  for  ten  millions  as  for  thirty. 
No  danger,  therefore,  exists  of  a  decrease  of  rev- 
enue. 

Objections  are  made  to  the  bill,  because  it  is 
supposed  that  it  would  prove  injurious  to  the  poor. 
They  cannot  apply  to  the  duty  on  silks.  Foreign 
linens  are  but  little  used  in  the  interior.  House- 
hold linens  and  domestic  cottons  have  taken  their 
place  among  those  in  low  and  moderate  circum- 
stances. The  rich  will  alone  be  affected  by  an 
additional  duty.  A  temporary  effeot  may  be  pro- 
duced by  the  proposed  duty  on  coarser  woollens. 
It  might,  for  a  time,  raise  the  value  in  the  mar- 
kets. Should,  however,  the  bill  pass,  the  country 
manufacturer  would  instantly  engage  to  furnbh  a 
supply.  A  vast  quantity  of  the  raw  material  is 
said  to  be  in  the  country,  and  much  more  would 
be  readily  created.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  an 
abundant  supply  would  flow  into  the  market  be- 
fore the  present  stock  would  be  consumed.  The 
farmer  will  engage  in  producing  the  raw  material, 
the  manufacturer  woiud  give  additional  employ- 
ment, and  the  country  merchant  will  find  a  great 
augmentation  of  the  means  of  remittance  to  his 
city  creditor  for  those  articles  which  the  country 
does  not  produce. 

The  importance  of  iron  and  hemp,  to  the  na- 
tion has  been  most  forcibly  iliustrateci  by  the  hon- 
orable chairman  on  Manufactures.  The  West 
and  North  can  produce  them  in  the  greatest  abun- 
dance. The  facility  for  inland  transportation  is 
daily  improving.  They  can  be  distributed  with 
economy  and  convenience.  So  far  as  iron  may 
be  considered  as  a  raw  material  for  lesser  produc- 
tions, which  are  reqntred  for  general  use,  the  ad- 
ditional duty  will  not  be  perceived.  Nothing 
would  more  readily  awaken  industry  among  the 
inland  parts  of  this  country,  or  give  more  activity 
to  inland  trade  and  commerce,  than  a  moderate 
encouragement  to  this  important  article.  It  would 
compensate,  by  an  hundred  fold,  the  inconveni- 
ences to  be  experienced  by  all  the  other  sections  of 
the  nation. 

I  hope,  therefore,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill  will 
not  prevail.    I  have  the  fullest  confidence  that  the 
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general  ^ood  of  the  country  requireR  the  adoption 
of  its  principal  provisions. 

When  Mr.  W.  had  concluded. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee^  said  the  bill  under 
consideration  declares  itselt  to  be  a  bill  for  the 
more'  eilectual  encouragement  and  protection  of 
domestic  manufactures. 

When  I  speak  of  domestic  manufactures,  said 
Mr.  R.,  I  desire  it  to  be  known  that  I  understand 
by  the  term  "  domestic  manufactures,"  as  used  in 
this  bill,  the  manufactures  of  woollen,  of  cotton, 
and  of  other  articles,  which  are  carried  on  by 
manufacturing  establishments  in  the  United  States. 
And,  that  I  do  not  include  within  the  term  "do- 
mestic manufactures "  as  used  in  this  bill,  the 
manufactures  of  woollen,  of  cotton,  and  of  linen, 
and  other  articles,  which  are  and  can  be  made  in 
and  by  families  in  the  United  States.  The  man- 
ufactures in  and  by  families,  are  the  manufactures 
which  will  continue  the  greatness  and  independ- 
ence of  the  United  States,  and,  therefore,  they 
merit  every  protection  and  encouragement.  We 
have,  said  Mr.  R.,  been  frequently  told  that  the 
manufacturing  establishments  will,  in  time  of  war, 
supply  articles  which  cannot  be  imported,  and, 
therefore,  they  ou|fht  to  be  protected ;  that  may  or 
may  not  be ;  but  if  war  shall  come,  let  proclama- 
tion be  issued  by  the  proper  authority  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  generally,  that  the  United 
States  desire  to  purchase  any  quantity  of  woollen 
and  of  cottoipcloths,  and  of  linen  and  other  articles 
of  family  manufacture ;  and  let  six  months'  notice 
be  given,  and  then  the  proper  national  industry  in 
this  particular,  will  exhibit  what  it  can  do ;  and 
before  the  end  of  the  time  limited  for  purchasing 
such  manufactures,  millions  of  yards  of  woollen, 
of  cotton,  and  of  linen  cloths,  manufactured  in 
and  by  families,  will  be  presented  for  sale  to  the 
purchasing  agent  of  the  United  States. 

The  eij^hth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  provides  **  that 
Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts,  and  excises;  to  pay  the  debts,  and 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare of  the  United  States ;  but  all  duties,  imposts, 
and  excises,  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United 
States.'' 

This  is  the  part  of  the  Constitution  that  gives 
power  to  Congress  to  enact  laws  providing  a  reve- 
nue to  support  and  maintain  the  rights,  privi- 
leges, and  powers,  of  this  nation  in  its  corporate 
capacity. 

The  object  of  that  i>ower  is  declared  to  be  "to 
pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States." 

The  Convention  which  formed  the  Constitution 
did  know  that,  at  that  time,  the  United  States 
were  in  debt  for  the  expenses  of  the  Revolutionary 
war ;  and,  also,  that,  by  the  operation  of  imperi- 
ous causes,  thev  afterwards  might  be  obliged  to 
incur  debts;  tne  Constitution,  therefore,  gives 
power  to  Congress  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties, 
imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts  then  exist- 
ing of  the  United  States,  and  which  thereafter 
might  exist.  That  Constitutional  power  extends 
further,  and  declares  that  Congress  shall  have 


power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts.  u4 
excises,  not  only  to  pay  the  debts,  but  also,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  common  aefence  and  genenl  wdfan 
of  the  United  States ;  hence  it  is  inferred  that  the 
Constitution  gives  power  to  Congress  to  lar  ami 
collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  for  liie 
purpose  of  raising  revenue  to  pay  the  dc^  aod 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  genenl  wel- 
fare of  the  United  States,  only,  and  for  no  other  use 
or  purpose  whatever. 

The  words  ^*  to  provide  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States,"  mar 
appear  to  be  a  grant  of  power  sqiarste and  distioet 
from  the  power  given  to  lay  taxes,  duties,  imposts, 
and  excises,  to  pay  the  dews  of  the  United  States; 
but  that  construction  does  not  follow  from  the 
terms  used.  Money  is  that  wherewith  Congress 
can  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  genenl 
welfare  of  the  United  States,  as  also  to  paytlK 
debts  of  the  United  States;  and,  to  obtain  tbzt 
money,  Congress  have  power  to  lay  and  collm 
taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excise.  To  pay  tbe 
debts  of  the  United  States,  is  to  provide  for  tbf 
general  welfare  of  the  United  States— unless  it 
can  be  made  to  appear  that  a  national  del>t  is  i 
national  blessing.  The  United  States  are  nov 
paying,  annually,  about  five  millions  of  dollars  for 
interest  on  the  princi]xil  of  the  national  debt  Let 
us,  said  Mr.  R.,  provide  for  the  general  wdfare  of 
the  United  States  by  paying  that  debt,  and  then 
we  will  have  the  five  millions  of  doUais  rady  to 
be  used  in  providing  further  for  the  common  de 
fence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States. 
Any  project,  scheme,  or  measure,  that  does  dimm- 
ish the  revenue  of  the  United  States,  ^  to  pre- 
vent the  payment  of  the  debt  of  the  United  States. 
and  also  to  prevent  the  adoption  and  completioo 
of  measures  deemed  necessary  for  the  eommc^ 
defence  and  general  welfare  of^the  United  Stata. 
and  ultimatdy  operates  to  force  on  a  srstem  ot 
internal  revenue,  consisting  of  direct  tax  aod  ei- 
cise,  such  as  was  in  time  of  the  late  war.  To  tbe 
existence  of  such  internal  revenue,  I  (said  Mr.R-) 
am  opposed,  in  time  of  peace ;  and,  therefore,  I  am 
opposed  to  the  bill  under  consideration,  because  1 
believe  that,  if  it  shall  become  a  law,  it  will  pn>- 
duce  a  blasting;  and  destroying  efieet  on  the  reT^ 
nue  of  the  Umted  States. 

The  power  granted  to  Congress  "to  lay  and 
collect  taxes,  duties,  and  imposts,  and  excises,  to 
pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  common  <^ 
fence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United  State, 
may  appear  to  be  a  general  ffrant  of  power,  with- 
out limitation.    On  this  rock  some  of  our  prede- 
cessors, said  Mr.  R.,  heretofore  struck  and  fooas- 
ered.    Let  us  not  do  so ;  to  deprive  the  individoi^ 
States  of  this  Union  of  all  power,  and  to  co& 
plete  a  consolidation,  the  convention  who  made 
the  Constitution  did  not  intend.    A  grant  oi^ 
eral  or  unlimited  power  is  not  ^iven  by  the  won^ 
alluded  to;  it  is  limited  to  specific  particular  p^' 
ers,  stated  and  enumerated  in  the  several  soi^ 
quent  clauses  of  that  section.    ^^^^^Vfjj 
the  particular  powers,  in  that  section  mentioof"' 
have  been  transcended,  is  not  now,  hot  hta^ 
may  be,  a  subject  of  consideration.    The  lastp*^^ 
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of  the  first  clause  of  the  eiff  hth  section  declares, 
"  but  all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  shall  be  uni- 
form tbroogboQt  the  United  States ;"  hence  it  is 
iBferred,  that,  if  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  shall 
be  ufiifonn  throughout  the  United  States  in  prin- 
cijile,  they  shall  also  be  uniform  in  operation,  and 
opposed  to  monopoly  acting  against  the  general 
velfare. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  word  *'  taxes,"  used  in 
the  be^DDing  of  that  clause  of  the  eighth  section, 
is  omitted  in  the  last  part  thereof:  "  Congress 
*  shall  have  power  to  lav  and  collect  taxes,  duties. 
'imposts,  and  excises;  out  all  duties,  imposts. ana 
'excises,  (omitting  the  word  < taxes,')  shall  be 
'Qniform  throughout  the  United  States."  Why 
the  word  ^  taxes"  was  so  omitted  need  not  now 
be  ifiqoired ;  the  time  may  come,  and  may  not  be 
far  distant,  when  manutacturing  urgency  will 
make  the  inquiry  necessary,  and  compel  a  return 
lo  first  principles ;  but  it  may  here  be  observed, 
tbat,  whether  a  system  of  direct  taxation  can  be 
ptDTided  that  will  act  uniformly  over  all  parts  of 
tie  United  States,  may,  with  good  reason,  hm 
doubted;  when  a  system  of  direct  taxation  is  at- 
tempted to  make  up  for  deficiency  in  revenue, 
reduced  bjr  manufacturing  protection,  the  will  of 
thesorerdgn  people  of  the  United  States  will  be 
mdekDowD—it  will  be  declared. 

To  pay  the  debts  of  the  United  States,  appears 
to  be  the  first  object  intended  to  be  effected  by  the 
power  giren  to  Congress  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  impostif,  and  excises.  That  is  the  primary 
object  in  time  of  peace.  That  the  time  of  peace 
js  the  time  to  prepare  for  war,  is,  almost,  in  the 
laited  States,  become  a  maxim  and  proverbial. 
What  shall  that  preparation  be?  The  maxim 
'P^ifies  not  the  preparation,  and  therefore  is  not 
coDclttsire.  But  in  what  manner  shall  that  prep- 
iratioD  be  made  ?  Congress  has  power  to  raise 
and  snpport  armies,  and  to  provide  and  maintain 
^  Ba?|r.  Will  it  be  said  that  Congress,  by  these 
pQts  of  power,  ought  to  raise  and  support  a 
la»e  anny,  and  to  provide  and  maintain  a  pow- 
erfoiDtTy,  to  be  prepared  to  meet  a  war  that  may 
or  may  not  be  fifty  year-  hence  ?  With  what  m- 
tioQoffinrope  have  the  United  States  a  prospect 
of  war?  Let  him,  who  can^  answer.  The  grand 
object  of  the  United  States,  m  time  of  peace,  ought 
to  be  to  redeem  the  debt. 

'foe  pament  of  that  debt  is  the  best  preparation 

kf^'  P^ytncnt  ought  to  be  as  soon  as  pos- 
^^^^;  pKpaiation  for  war  cannot  be  made  with- 
^V>  rerenue  commensurate.    The  debt  of  the 

umted  States  cannot  be  paid  without  an  adequate 
revenue.  The  United  States  receive  revenue  from 
vQtjes  and  imposts  on  foreign  merchandise  im- 
P^^ifltothe  United  States,  and  from  tonna|fe, 
ps^ports,  and  clearances.  The  revenue  arising 
^^les  of  public  lands,  and  other  temporary 
^'^^^  of  internal  revenue,  is  verv  little,  when 
^o^pared  with  the  revenue  arising  from  customs. 
^?y  scheme  to  restrain  commerce,  will,  to  a  cer- 
^^  «tent,  be  injurious  to  agriculture,  m  respect 
^  Mpori  of  surplus  produce,  and  will  affect  com- 
^^Ke  with  foreign  nations,  by  the  operation  of  a 
^<«nctiTe  system,  excluding  articles  of  foreign 


produce  or  manufacture  from  the  United  States. 
Agriculture  is  the  first  and  great  business  of  man; 
he  was  driven  out  and  commanded  to  cultivate 
the  earth,  and  to  obtain  his  bread  by  the  sweat  of 
his  brow.  Agriculture  is  truly  and  properly  na- 
tional industry ;  it  gives  bread  to  all,  and  is  the 
great  source  ot  wealth.  Congress  shall  have  power 
to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  ex- 
cises^to  raise  a  revenue  adequate  to  pay  the  debts 
and  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  gen- 
eral welfare  of  the  United  States,  as  provided  for, 
and  specified  in,  the  eighth  section  of^  the  first  ar- 
ticle of  the  Constitution;  but  the  Constitution 
does  not  declare  that  Congress  shall  have  power 
to  lay  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  so  high,  that 
no  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  will  be  collected 
in  support  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States. 

The  eighth-  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
Constitution  ^ives  power  to  Congress  "  to  regulate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations."  That  grant  of 
power  does  not  give  existence  to  commerce,  but 

§  resumes  that  it  does  exist  between  the  United 
Itates  and  foreign  nations,  and,  therefore,  power 
is  given  to  regulate  it.  A  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations,  is  not  a  power  to  de- 
stroy commerce  with  foreign  nations  by  high 
duties.  At  the  time  of  making  the  Constitution, 
the  United  States  had  extensive  commerce  with 
foreign  nations,  and  the  power  granted  to  regulate 
it  must  be  presumed  to  nave  been  granted  tor  the 
purpose  of  preserving,  enlarging,  and  extending 
commerce  with  all  nations.  The  object  of  the 
bill  under  consideration  appears  to  be  to  restrain 
commerce  with  foreign  nations,  by  fixing  very 
high  duties  on  articles  the  produce  or  manufac- 
ture of  foreign  nations,  to  their  exclusion  from  the 
United  States,  and  thereby  going  to  defeat  the 
object  intended  to  be  effected  by  the  operation  of 
the  power  to  Congress  to  lay  and  collect  duties, 
imposts,  and  excises — to  pay  debts,  and  provide 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of 
the  United  States. 

The  ninth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
Constitution  provides  that  "no  tax  or  duty  shall 
be  laid  on  articles  exported  from  any  State." 
The  Congress  of  the  United  States  is,  by  that 
section,  prohibited  from  laying  an  exportation 
duty  on  any  article  exported  from  any  State. 
That  prohibition  of  an  ex]K>rt  duty  is  favorable  to 
the  agriculture  of  the  United  States ;  an  export 
duty  would  act  on  the  price  of  the  product  of 
agriculture,  and  affect  the  profit  arising  therefroin, 
and  eventually  lessen  the  quantity  of  surplus  agri- 
cultural produce.  That  prohibition  is  favorable 
to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States:  the  great- 
est quantity  of  surplus  produce  can  be  exported  on 
the  best  posiible  terms;  more  ships  and  vessels 
will  be  required,  more  seamen  will  be  employed, 
and  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  will  be 
annually  increasing,  and,  under  wise,  just,  liberal, 
and  favorable  regulations,  will  give  a  revenue, 
arising  from  customs;  that  is,  from  duties  on 
merchandise  imported,  and  on  tonnage,  passports, 
and  clearances,  adequate  to  the  timely  payment  of 
the  debt,  and  to  provide  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States,  without 
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the  aid  of  direct  tax  or  internal  revenue  of  any 
description.  If  commerce  is  destroyed  by  hi^h 
duties  on  imported  articles,  and  the  revenue  aris- 
ing therefrom  shall  cease  or  be  diminished,  a  sys- 
tem of  internal  revenue  will  have  to  be  adopted  to 
supply  the  deficiency,  or  whatever  sum  or  sums 
of  money  may  be  necessary  to  support  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  act  of  the  third  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  provided,  *'That  so 
much  of  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  ton- 
nage of  ships  and  vessels,  and  on  eoods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
as  imposes  a  discriminating  dutv  on  tonnaffe,  be- 
tween foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  and  Det ween  goods  imported  into  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  be.  and  the  same  are  hereby,  re- 
pealed, so  far  as  tne  same  respects  the  produce  or 
manufacture  of  the  nation  to  which  such  foreign 
ships  or  vessels  may  belong.  Such  repeal  to  take 
effect  in  favor  of  any  foreign  nation,  whenever 
the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  satis-' 
fied  that  the  discriminating  or  countervailing 
duties  of  such  foreign  nations,  so  far  as  they 
operate  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  United  States, 
have  been  abolished."  That  law  was  enacted 
n  pursuance  of  the  power  granted  to  Conmss  to 
'egulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations — that  law 
s  bottomed  on  the  divine  command  of  "doing  to 
others  as  we  would  that  they  should  do  to  us." 
The  object  of  that  law  is  to  establish  between  the 
United  States  and  other  nations,  a  general  system 
of  commercial  freedom.  The  nations  are  one 
great  family,  and,  however  separated,  or  by  what 
rules  and  forms  respectively  eovemed,  their  object 
in  commercial  pursuits  is  the  same.  Bvery  na- 
tion has  something  to  barter  or  sell  for  money,  or 
for  the  produce  or  manufacture  of  other  nations, 
Freedom  of  commerce  unites  nations,  and  goes  to' 
abolish  systems  of  restriction,  frequently  producing 
war.  That  law,  of  the  3d  of  March,  1815,  may 
now,  with  pronriety,  be  said  to  be  a  law  of  na- 
tions; it  has  been  carried  into  efiect  with  the 
kingdoms  of  the  Netherlands,  Sweden,  with  Ham- 
burg, Bremen,  Lubec,  and  Oldenbuig,  and  with 
Great  Britain  and  France.  The  commerce  of  the 
United  States,  with  these  nations,  does  now  rest 
in  peace  and  prosperity;  any  restrictive  measure 
may  disturb  it,  and  produce  effects  very  injurious 
to  public  good. 

The  United  States,  during  the  Administrations 
of  the  late  Presidents,  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Madi- 
son, and  of  the  present  President  of  the  United 
States,  have,  by  revenue  arising  from  the  ope- 
rations of  agriculture  and  commerce,  (for  other 
sources  of  revenue  have  been  small,  compared  with 
that  arising  from  commerce,)  has  been  enabled  to 
redeem  prodigious  sums  of  money  of  the  public 
debt ;  to  raise  and  support  armies ;  to  povide  and 
maintain  a  navy,  which,  although  not  tarffc,  is  for- 
midable ;  to  iNTovide  munitions  of  war,  and  to  carry 
on  and  terminate  successfully,  the  late  war  witn 
Great  Britain ;  and  to  support  the  Government  in 
its  various  departments.  This  splendid,  magnifi- 
cent Chamber,  in  which  we  legislate,  said  Mr. 


R.,  is  indebted  to  the  operations  of  agricoituretad 
commerce,  for  its  existence.  Cmitemfiiate  iIk 
cities  in  the  United  States — to  what  aoarce  do 
they  owe  their  existence?  To  the  aetife  open- 
tions  of  agriculture  and  commerce.  TJiceoa^e 
of  agricufiure  and  commerce  have  raised  this  na- 
tion to  the  hifffa  grade  in  which  it  oowis^aaioog 
the  nations  of  the  earth. 

But,  suppose,  said  Mr.  R.  that  this  '^billfoT  the 
more  efieetual  eneouragemeat  and  proteetion  of 
domestic  manuafiictures,"  that  propoto  to  ni> 
the  duty  on  all  mamufactures  of  wool,orof  wkkk 
wool  is  a  component  part,  to  thiity  per  oeotum  d 
valorem,  and  also  to  raise  the  duties  oa  serersl 
other  articlcat.  in  proportion,  shall  become  a  iiv. 
and  that  this  business  of  encouragement  aad  pr> 
tection  is  persisted  in,  imtil  commerce,  if  sot  al- 
together, is  nearly  driven  from  the  United  Saifi 
and  recourse  is  forced  to  be  had  to  internal  remoe 
— ^that  is.  to  direct  tax  and  excise,  of  every  desehp- 
tiott,  to  the  amount  of  ten  millions,  or  twenty  mii- 
lions  of  dollars  annually^-will  the  people  of  tbs 
nation  patiently  submit?  Let  it  be  remembend 
that  they  are  the  sovereign,  and  that  they  can  ccid- 
pel  the  administration  of  their  Govemmeot  Id  !k> 
manner  as  will  best  secure  their  interest,  eise.  ui 
happiness,  and  will  be  most  eftctual  to  piy  c^ 
debts  and  to  provide  for  the  common  Mnce  aDJ 
general  welfare  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BxruE8,of  MassachuseUs,  saidftkatbedid 
not  rise  f<Nr  the  purpose  of  entering  at  large  iato  the 
discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  nil,  but  merely  to 
offer  some  desultory  remarks,  principtUy  for  the 
purpose  of  explaining  the  reasons  of  the  tck 
which  he  should  feel  himsdf  bound  to  give  oo  lius 
question. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  (s^d  he,)  opposed  toilK 
propoaition  to  strike  from  the  bill  its  etartii^ 
clause^  which,  if  it  prevails,  will  destroy  it  1  sn 
unwilling  to  say,  upon  this  floor,  tbit  I  aniusfiic 
to  a  system  of  proteetion  and  encoorageBeet  ^ 
the  domestic  manufactures  of  our  ooantiy;  tw 
jret  I  am  as  much  opposed  to  some  of  the  proTS- 
ions  of  the  bill,  as  I  am  to  the  motion  of  the  boo* 
orable  gentleman  from  Gtoigia.  This  may  9m 
inconsistent,  yet  I  trust  that  I  shall  be  ^^}^ 
coBcile  this  apparent  ioeonsistency.  I  li^ 
yesterday  with  pleasure  to  the  gentlemso  ^ 
Georgia,  (Mr.  Tattnall.)  I  admired  his  iflWfl; 
genoe,  I  admired  his  spirit;  but,  I  did  thiak  t^ 
the  vividness  of  his  inoaginatton  carried  bis  ^ 
far.  He  presented  to  our  view  a  sombre  sod  ^ 
rific  picture,  without  a  soUtary  tint  of  sonshisf  t^ 
rdieve  its  doom ;  it  was  a  picture  delineated  ^ 
the  hand  of  a  master,  but  it  did  not  present  a  «^ 
rect  likeness.  I  say,  sir,  that  manufaetoricsf^ 
not  the  nurseries  ot  proftigac^r  and  of  vice.  ^^ 
the  last  twelve  years  of  my  life,  it  has  been  ^ 
lot  to  have  lived  in  the  midst  of  a  maDQfre<^ 
population,  and  I  can  say,  from  my  own  ob^^ 
tion,  that  the  tendency  of  the  manuiactsriBf  ^ 
tem,  so  far  from  demoralizing  the  ™*°^*^ 
promoting  the  growth  of  vice,  has  been  do^J 
the  reverse.  The  course  of  steady  indostiy  *>^'^" 
is  necessary  to  the  existence  of  mannlactat0^  ^ 
tablishments,  has  sobered  the  profligate^  ^^  ^ 
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claimed  the  votury  of  dissipation.  Indolence  is 
ibe  mother  of  all  the  vices ;  the  systematic  labor 
of  a  manufactory  affords  no  indulgence  to  indo- 
lence. 

From  this  system  an  improvement  in  morals, 
imiead  of  a  deterioration,  may  be  rationally  ex- 
pecred.  Neither,  sir,  do  I  entertain  any  appre- 
ireosioD  of  the  overwhelming  power  of  that  mo- 
seyed aristocracy,  about  ^ich  the  gentleman 
from  Gfeorgia  is  alarmed.  The  laboring  manu- 
iiciBTeis  are  not  the  servile  dependentai  of  the 
rich  proprietors;  so  iar  from  it,  the  proprietor  is 
nther  dependent  upon  the  laborer.  The  laborer 
fQbfflits  neither  to  insult,  or  to  injqry  from  the 
proprietor ;  if  he  dislikes  his  treatment,  he  has 
oalj  U)  say  to  the  proprietor,  "  pay  me  my  wages, 
and  I  will  seek  employment  elsewhere,"  and  the 
doors  of  hundreds  of  these  establishments  are 
open  to  receive  them.  But,  as  much  as  I  am  atr 
tacbed  to  the  manufacturing  interest,  I  will  never 
coDsent  to  give  to  that  interest  any  thing  more 
thao  reasonable  encouragement  and  protection.  I 
»ill  never  consent  to  protect  that  interest  at  the  ex- 
pense, and  to  the  injury  of  the  agricultural  interest 
iwl  never  consent  to  cripple  our  commerce  for 
theiakeof  biiUdtn^^  up  our  manufactocies ;  yet, 
sir,  1  tbiok  that  these  mterests  are  not  necessarily 
discordant ;  I  think  some  plan  may  be  devise, 
vliicli,  without  injuring  either,  may  benefit  the 
vboie;  it  is,  therefore,  with  the  hope  that  some 
material  alte^tions  may  be  made  in  this  bill,  that 
IimindBced  to  give  my  support  to  theiprinciple 
which  it  contains.  If  some  of  its  provisions  re- 
main as  they  are,  I  cannot  eventually  vote  for  it. 
I  viii  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  only 
toaiewof  the  articles  on  which  an  iaorease  of 
doty  is  propose,  and  I  do  this  partly  with  a  view 
10  dicit  inrormation.  Acting  upon  the  informa- 
^D  which  I  have,  I  am  prepared  to  say  that  I  am 
totallv  opposed  to  increasing  the  duty  on  coarse 
voolleos  to  the  enormous  amount  which  the  bill 
Wi»^  nearly  100  per  cent — a  doty  acknowl- 
^  to  be  prohibitory.  I  am  opposed  to  it,  because 
I  thiak  it  will  bear  heavily  upon  the  manufactur- 
ing ioierest  itself,  particularly  upon  the  laboring 
^Q^tureis,  who  compose^  numerically,  by  far 
<^e  greatest  proportion  ;  it  will  bear  heavily  upon 
f^ofiewhohibor  upon  the  land,  upon  themechan- 
ic^and  upon  the  seamen ;  all  these  different  de- 
f^ptioDs  of  people  must  be  clad  in  coarse  wool- 
ly during  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  and  they 
y«  the  very  people  upon  whom  additional  bur- 
d^  OQght  not  to  be  imposed.  The  honorable 
tbainaiQ  of  the  Committee  of  Manufactures 
^  iQ^eed  the  wonderful  operation  of  the  pres- 
?^  ^ifi;  ia  excluding  coarse  cottons  from  domes^ 
*^B)trkt8.  Of  the  correctness  of  his  represent- 
^ton  I  have  not  the  least  doubt ;  and,  from  the 
sju^  which  followed  the  adoption  of  thatmeas- 
PMe  would  infer,  that  consequences  equally 
^^iKfioal  would  follow  a  similar  measure  for  the 
ProteeUoQ  of  wooUens.  I  cannot  admit  that  the 
^*s are  analogous;  there  was  a  capacity  in  the 
f^QQtry  to  manufacture  enough  of  the  coarse  cot* 
^^^  to  supply  the  demand ;  the  raw  material  was 
^wq  ia  iiie  country,  it  was  abundant,  and  it 


was  cheap,  and  the  cotton  mills  were  numerous. 
It  is  not  so  with  woollens.  If  the  ca[>acity  ex- 
isted to  supply  the  coarse  woollens ;  if  enough 
could  be  thrown  into  the  market  to  meet  the  de- 
mand, it  would  then  become  a  question  of  national 
policy  whether  we  should  or  should  not  prohibit. 
As  it  is,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  wants  of  the 
country  can  be  met  by  the  domestic  fabrics.  I  do 
not  betlieve  that  the  woollen  establishments  are 
sufficiently  numerous,  or  that  the  quantity  of  raw 
material  is  sufficient  for  that  purpose.  Almost 
every  ounce  of  wool  which  is  shorn  in  tbe  coun- 
try is  used  in  the  country.  My  honorable  friend 
wuo  sits  near  me,  (Mr.  Harvby,)  has  a  statement 
from  the  Treasury  Department,  from  which  it 
appears  that  only  between  two  and  three  thou- 
sand pounds  of  domestic  wool  had  been  exported, 
and  that  upwards  of  1,730,000  pounds  of  roreign 
wool  had  been  imported  during  the  last  year.  In 
my  opinion,  not  one-half,  (perhaps  not  a  third,)  of 
this  quality  of  cloths,  cloths  which  are  absolutely 
necessary  lor  the  comfort  and  the  health  of  the 
people,  can  be  supplied  from  domestic  sources. 
From  the  imposition  of  this  high  duty,  these  con- 
sequences then  will  follow,  the  revenue  may  be 
in  some  degree  benefited;  but  foreign  coarse  wool- 
lens will  not  be  occluded,  for  the  oest  of  reasons 
—they  cannot  be  excluded— for  the  people  must 
be  clothed ;  the  price  of  the  domestic  fabrics  will 
be  increased,  and  an  indirect  bounty  will  be  paid 
to  the  domestic  manufacturer  by  those  classes  of 
people  who  are  least  able  to  pay.  and  at  a  time 
when  his  profits  are  fair,  ana  when  his  business 
is  thriving.  I  am  also  opposed  to  the  increased 
duty  on  iron.  Iron  may  be  considered,  in  some 
degree,  as  a  raw  material.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Cambbsleno)  said  that  it  stood 
midway  between  a  raw  material  and  a  manufac- 
tured article.  I  think  it  is  nearer  to  a  raw  mate- 
rial than  to  a  manufactured  article,  for  the  pro- 
cesses which  it  undergoes  after  it  gets  into  the 
bar,  to  bring  into  naiK,  &c.  are  more  laborious 
than  the  very  simple  process  of  bringing  it  from 
the  ore  into  the  bar.  An  additional  duty  on  this 
article  might  possibly  operate  against  the  general 
manufacturing  interest.  The  greater  manufac- 
turers of  iron  from  the  bar  into  nails,  and  other 
articles,  will  be  benefited,  inasmuch  as  they  have 
generally  large  quantities  of  iron  on  hand,  and 
frequently  some  two  or  three  cargoes  enffaffed  on 
contract,  to  be  delivered  within  a  specined  time, 
and  at  a  certain  price.  The  price  of  articles  man- 
ufactured from  oar  iron,  principally  nails,  will 
rise  in  the  exact  ratio  .af  the  increase  of  duty; 
the  supply  of  nails  is  iipw  about  equal  to  the 
wants  of  the  country ;  all  that  are  made  can  be 
sold. 

The  moment  thb  bill  passes,  (if  it  passes  in  its 
present  shape,)  the  richer  manufacturers  will 
realize  a  large  profit  from  the  rise  of  the  article, 
(in  case  they  have  it  on  hand,  or  in  case  they 
have  it  engaged  on  contract.)  Their  regular 
profits  being  a  certain  per  centum  on  the  cost  and 
charges,  and  the  additional  duty  being  added  to 
the  cost  and  charges,  they  will  realize  a  still  fur- 
ther profit,  exclusive  of  tne  profit  which  they  im- 
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mediately  derive  from  the  addition  to  the  market 
price  of  the  article  created  bj  the  additional  duty, 
if  foreign  iron  be  excluded  trom  our  market,  then 
a  few  iron-masters,  principally  in  Pennsylvania 
and  in  New  Jersey,  will  undoubtedly  be  greatly 
benefited.  If  thev  can  monopolize  the  domestic 
market,  their  pronts  must  be  enormous ;  but  they 
will  be  benefited  at  the  expense  of  the  whole  peo- 
ple, for  an  article  of  prime  necessity ;  every  man 
must  have  nails,  ana  must  have  alipost  all  the 
articles  which  are  manufactured  from  iron ;  but, 
whether  foreign  iron  be  wholly  or  only  partially 
excluded  from  our  markets,  the  same  consequence 
will  follow — ^the  benefits  will  be  to  a  few,  a  very  few ; 
the  tax,  or  indirect  bounty,  for  such  in  fact  it  is, 
will  be  paid  by  the  whole  nation ;  and  the  chance 
is,  that  the  revenue  will  not  be  increased,  if  it  be 
not  diminished.  Two  classes  of  people  will  be 
directly  and  injuriously  afiected — shipwrights,  or 
rather  master-builders,  and  merchants.  Ships  are 
generally  built  on  contract ;  the  builder  contracts 
to  do  the  iron  work ;  his  contract  may  have  been 
made,  and  no  iron  bousht ;  the  price  of  iron  will 
rise  the  moment  this  bill  passes,  and  the  ship  man- 
ufacturer {if  I  may  use  that  expression)  will  be 
taxed  witn  the  difierence  of  price.  The  ship 
owner  must  certainly  be  injured  to  the  amount  of 
the  enhanced  price  of  the  iron  which  his  ships 
require,  to  say  nothing  of  the  general  injury  to 
trade,  dc^c.  With  respect  to  paper,  I  am  oi  opin- 
ion that  the  duty  ought  to  be  increased,  perhaps, 
to  a  greater  amount  than  the  bill  proposes ;  not, 
Mr.  Chairman,  to  protect  the  American  against 
the  English  manufacturer — ^English  paper  was 
driven  out  of  the  market  by  the  operation  of  the 
existing  laws — but,  sir,  it  has  been  represented  to 
me  (whether  truly  or  not  I  cannot  say)  that  Amer- 
icans have  gone  from  the  city  of  New  York  to 
Italy,  erected  paper  mills  there,  or  leased  mills 
which  were  already  erected,  purchased  rags  on  the 
spot  for  almost  nothinff,  employed  Italian  artists 
at  a  low  rate,  carried  their  moulds,  dec.  from  this 
country  with  the  express  design  of  manufacturing 
for  the  American  market — that  they  have  sent 
home  their  paper,  of  wretched  quality  indeed,  but 
which  commanded  a  quick  sale  by  reason  of  its 
low  price,  (like  the  fiimsy  cottons  of  India,  low 
priced,  but  not  cheap.)  At  one  time  the  New 
York  market  was  completely  glutted  with  this 
miserable  paper ;  the  domestic  manufacturers  were 
compelled,  tor  a  while,  to  stop  their  mills;  their 
paper  was  completely  excluded.  If  this  story  be 
true,  if  the  shops  of  this  country  are  filled  with 
this  stuff,  bearing  the  name  of  paper ;  if  the  do- 
mestic manufacturers  are.  in  consequence,  com- 
Eelled  to  suspend  their  labors,  it  would  certainly 
e  sound  policy  to  give  some  additional  protec- 
tion to  domestic  paper.  We  can  be  supplied  from 
our  own  mills  cneaper  than  from  Italy,  if  the  low 
quality  of  the  Italian  paper  be  taken  into  conside- 
ration. Lead,  also,  I  think,  ought  to  be  protected, 
because  our  country  can  abundantly  supply  that 
article  from  our  own  mines.  Leghorn  straws,  I 
think,  might  bear  a  higher  duty  than  that  proposed 
in  the  bill.  As  to  hemp,  I  confess  that  I  ^ave  not 
yet  made  up  my  opinion.    An  increased  duty  on 


this  article  would  protect  the  grower,  rather  tbin 
the  manufacturer.  I  have  not  sufficient  infonoa- 
tion  to  enable  me  to  determine  whether  enoo^ 
would  be  produced  in  the  country  to  sopi^f  tbt 
ship  builder  and  the  manufacturer.  To  rae  oths 
articles  contained  in  the  bill,  I  have  not  tamnl 
my  attention  particularly.  I  have  no  doabt  tbat 
an  additional  duty  might  be  imposed  upon  inaoy 
of  them,  which  would  be  beneficial  to  the  general 
interests  of  the  country.  Entertaining  the  hope 
that  the  bill  may  be  so  modified  as  to  meet  mf 
views,  I  shall  vote  against  striking  out  the  eoaci- 
inff  clause. 

The  Committee  rose ;  and  the  House  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  at  12  o'clock. 

Previous  to  adjournment,  Mr.  McLane  p,v 
notice  that  he  should^  on  Monday  next,  mon 
again  to  take  up  the  bill  regulating  imports  asii 
tonnage. 


MoMDAY,  February  3. 

Mr.  Morgan  presented  a  petition  of  David  Doo- 
ham,  owner  of  the  steamsnip  "^  Robert  Faltoa,^ 

K raying  that  certain  privileges  may  be  graoted  k 
im  as  owner  of  said  ship,  and  others,  which  ^. 
contemplates  building,  to  estaUish  a  regular  liif 
of  packets,  to  ply  between  the  porte  of  Nev  YoA 
and  New  Orleans,  to  touch  at  the  Hartna,  9ni 
the  intermediate  ports  of  the  United  Siates^Re- 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  Tracy  presented  a  petition  of  Captain  Pol- 
lard, Blue  Eves,  and  Jim  Robinson,  in  faror  d 
William  Parcer,  Rock,  and  Thomas,  lodiamcf 
the  Seneca  nation,  who  were  wounded  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war,  to^ 
thereby  disabled,  praying  such  relief  as  to  Coogrs 
it  may  appear  their  cases  merit. — ^Referred  to  ilx 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  soiuir; 
inhabitants  of  Charleston,  South  Crroiioi  pnf- 
ing  Congress  to  provide  for  an  explorinj^  ptf^T  ^ 
the  polar  regions,  under  the  conduct  of  Captais 
John  Cleves  Symmes. 

Mr.  Ross  presented  a  similar  petition  from  sac- 
dry  inhabitants  of  QreenviUe  and  Drake  cousries, 
in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  a  similar  petition  ff*^. 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Huntington,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Ondem^,  That  the  said  petitions  do  lie  upon  ^ 
table. 

Mr.  Wooo  presented  a  memorial  of  sQDdrT{^ 
finers  of  su^r,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  prajii^ 
that  an  additional  duty  may  betmposed  on  reosea 
sugar,  imported  into  the  United  States;  ^rhie^ 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Hoa^ 
to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  more  efe* 
tual  protection  of  manufactures. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  presented  a  mxmx^ 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Alaban^ 
upon  the  subject  of  the  fortifications  at  Mo^' 
Point  and  Dauphin  Island. — ^Referred  to  theOii^ 
mittee  on  Military  A&irs. 

Mr.  M.  also  presented  a  resolution  of  tfce  l^ 
gislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  instructiif^^^ 
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Seoaton,  and  requesting  the  Representatiye,  of 
said  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law,  imposing  a  ton- 
nage datf  on  all  vessels  comins  into  the  ports  of 
Mobile  and  Blakeley,  for  the  benefit  of  sick  and 
disaUed  seamen* — ^Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
NaraJ  Afiairs. 

Mr.  M.  further  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gisJatore  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  prayine  that 
measares  may  be  adopted  by  Congress  ior  tne  ex- 
tingaishment  of  the  Indian  titles  to  lands  within 
the  said  State. — ^Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  M.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
latore  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  praying  that  lands 
which  have  been  offered  for  sale,  and  are  now  li- 
able to  be  purchased  by  entry,  may  be  entered  by 
fourth  quarter  sections. — Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  M.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Lie^p*- 
latore,  praying  Congress  to  take  into  consideration 
ihe  cases  of  such  persons  as  became  purchasers  of 
public  lands,  after  the  time  of  issuing  the  Missis- 
sippi stock,  and  who  had  made  full  payment,  prior 
to  the  pasage  of  the  relief  law,  and  to  allow  them 
the  tedaction  of  thirty-seven  and  a  half  per  cent., 
as  has  been  allowed  to  those  who  were  m  arrear 
to  GovenuneaaXi  which  memorial  was  likewise 
re/erred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  M.  further  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Alabama,  representing  the  propriety 
o£  postponing^  the  sales  of  public  lands,  lymg  in 
Jackson  and  Decatur  counties  in  said  State ;  and 
also  the  passage  of  a  law  extending  pre-emption 
hghcs  to  settlers,  in  the  purchase  of  a  quarter  or 
half  quarter  section,  including  their  settlements. — 
Ordered,  that  so  much  of  the  above  petition  as 
relates  to  a  postponement  of  the  sales  of  public 
lands  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury ;  the  residue  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

Oa  motioa  of  Mr.  Coluen,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  memorial  of  the  manufacturers  of  corks,  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  praying  that  a  specific  duty  be 
laid  on  all  foreign  manu&ctured  corks  imported 
into  the  United  States ;  also,  the  memorial  of  the 
New  York  county  Agricultural  Society,  praying 
that  ail  seeds  which  may  be  imported,  for  the  im- 
provement of  agricultural  and  horticultural  in- 
teresu  of  the  country,  may  be  admitted  to  an  entry 
free  of  doty;  and,  also,  the  petition  of  J.  B.  Cazeau 
and  others,  manufacturers  of  white  and  red  lead, 
io  the  city  of  New  York,  which  memorials  and 
petitions  were  presented  at  the  last  session  of 
Congrea^  be  now  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures. 

The  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary 
Clairas  were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  petitions  of  Ruth  Freeman  and 
Giles  Cone,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Secre- 
Uiry  of  War. 

Xbe  isme  committee  was  also  discharged  from 
'he  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Joel 
Babbitt,  William  Phillips,  Peter  Fricker,  Benja- 
mta.  Tyler,  and  Anson  Lillie,  and  they'  were  laid 
cu  the  table. 


The  same  committee  were  also  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  John 
McMahon,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  House,  to  which  is  committed  the 
bill  concerning  invalid  pensioners. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  made  an  unfavorable 
report  on  the  petition  of  Daniel  Lovett,  which 
was  read ;  when  Mr.  Littlb  moved  that  the  said 
report  and  petition  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  with  instructions  to 
report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioner.  The 
question  being  stated  to  agree  to  this  motion,  the 
report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McLame,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Mean.<(^  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1823 ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  McLane,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  making  further  appropriations  for 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  1823;  [fortifications]  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  McLane.  from  the  same  committee,  fur- 
ther reported  a  oil!  makine  further  appropriations 
for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1823 ;  [expenses  of  intercourse  with  the 
Indians]  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  McLane,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whicli  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  erection  of  a  monument 
over  the  tomb  of  Elbridge  Grerry,  late  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,'^  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  tlie  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Plumbr,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Abraham  Snyaer;  which  was  read 
twice,  amended  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Ruggles, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading 
to-morrow. 

[This  is  the  case  of  an  individual  confined  for 
debt  to  the  United  States,  the  principal  of  which 
was  only  eighteen  dollars,  but  which  amount  was 
swelled  by  the  costs  to  one  hundred  and  forty 
dollars.  The  case  is  one  in  which  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  discharses  from  prison  only  on 
payment  of  costs.  In  this  case,  the  individual 
confined  is  very  poor,  and  wholly  unable  to  pay 
either  costs  or  principal.] 

Mr.  Campbell,  or  Ohio,  submitted  a  joint  res- 
olution for  the  distribution  of  the  copies  of  the 
Digest  of  the  Returns  of  the  Manufactures  and 
Manufacturing  '  Establishments  of  the  United 
States,  lately  printed  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  State ;  which  was  read  a  first  time 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cocke,  from  the  Select  Committee,  ap- 
pointed on  the  subject  of  the  sale  of  lots  in  the 
city  of  Washington,  reported,  in  part,  the  follow- 
ing bill :   '^  A  mil  to  authorize  and  empower  the 
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Secretary  of  the  Department  of  the  Treasurer  to 
sell  the  public  lots  and  other  property  belonginff 
to  the  United  States  in  the  District  of  Colombia." 

Mr.  Russell,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  which  was  committed  a  bill  from 
the  Senate  "  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Joseph 
Willcox,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment ; 
which  was  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  House  proceeded 
to  consider  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
made  at  the  last  session,  on  the  petition  of  George 
Merchant:  whereupon,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
petition  and  report  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  Hbrn AKDEZ  laid  before  the  House,  a  copy 
of  an  act,  passed  br  the  Legislatire  Council  of 
Florida,  entitled  ''An  act  to  raise  a  rerenue  in 
the  Territory  of  Florida;"  which  act  has  been 
complained  of)  in  memorials  presented  to  this 
House;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Prbsidbnt 
OP  THB  Unitbd  States,  and  read,  as  follows : 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatites  .- 

Hiving  Ifttely  received  a  memorist  from  tbs  Legit- 
latiTe  Conncil  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  on  sabjects 
very  interesting  to  the  inhsbHsnts  of  the  Territory, 
and  also  to  the  United  States,  which  re^oire  legtsla- 
ttve  pfomion,  I  transmit  the  same  to  Congressi  and 
raoeoMiMad  it  to  their  consideration. 

FxamvABY  8,  16R8.  JAMES  MONROE. 

The  Message  and  memorial  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
statements  of  the  amount  annually  received,  under 
the  act  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen, 
since  the  passage  of  the  said  act,  and  the  amount 
expended  annually,  during  the  same  period,  of  the 
moneys  so  received :  which  letter  and  statements 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  the 
returns  of  American  seamen,  as  registered  in  the 
several  collection  districts,  during  the  three  first 
quarters  of  the  year  1822,  pursuant  to  the  act  for 
the  relief  and  protection  of  American  seamen, 
passed  March  2d,  1799;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  War.  transmitting  a 
statement  of  the  appropriations  tor  the  service  of 
the  year  1822,  showing  the  amount,  under  each 
specific  head,  the  amount  expended  under  each, 
and  the  balance  remaining  unexpended  in  the 
Treasury,  on  the  31st  December,  1822 :  which 
letter  and  statement  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  Speaker  further  laid  before  the  House  a 
letter  from  the  President  of  the  Washington  Ca- 
nal Company,  containing  a  statement  of  their  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures,  for.  and  during,  the  year 
1822 ;  which  was  laid  on  the  table.  ^ 

REGULATION  OP  DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  bill  supplementary  to,  and  to  amend,  the  act, 


entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  coUectioD  of  du- 
ties on  imports  and  tonirage,  passed  2d  of  Martk 
1799,  and  to  repeal  an  act  supplemeatirf  ihema 
passed  20th  April,  1818,  and  tor  other  purpose 
and  the  amendments  reported  thereto,  from  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  15th  aJtiiov 
being  read,  were,  on  the  questions  semllf  pot 
thereon,  concurred  in  by  the  House,  aeept  tht 
last,  which  proposes  to  strike  out  the  37th  sec6oa 
thereof,  and  insert  another  in  lieu  thereof. 

And  the  question  being  stated,  on  agreeioe  ts 
this  last  amendment, 

Mr.  McKiM  moved  to  amend  the  same,  br  strik- 
ing out  from  the  section  pvoposed  to  be  insertei 
these  words :  '*  Providtd,  That  no  appraisemefit  4 
'  said  goods,  wares, and  merchandise, shall  be  su^ 
'  at  the  said  port,  so  as  to  change  the  amooot  i 
'  duties  which  may  have  been  chaiged  tbcieoo.  t 
^  the  port  of  their  original  importation,  if  thewK 
'  should  bare  been  there  entered,  accordiof  toib 
'  proTisions  of  this  act." 

And  the  qo^nion  thereon  being  taken,'  it  va 
determined  in  the  negative. 

The  said  last  amendment  of  the  Comraitieecf 
the  Whole  was  then  concurred  ia  by  the  Hosse. 

Mr.  MeLAHS  then  moved  fbrther  to  amend  su^ 
bill,  by  adding  to  the  13th  section,  the  Mowm 
<'  Pwvided,  That  nothing  herein  conuiaetf  shsii  V 

*  construed  to  impose  the  said  penalty  o(  &ftF  pet 
^  centum  for  a  variance  between  the  bo&a  fide  in- 
^  voice  of  goods,  produced  in  the  maaaeT  specified 
'  in  the  proviso  in  the  fifth  section  of  this  act  u^ 
^  the  current  value  of  the  said  merchandise,  ai  tbt 

<  time  of  exportation,  in  the  country  where  ^ 
'  same  may  have  been  originally  manufoctaredff 

*  produced." 

This  amendment  being  read,  Mr.  Ctorhar  mo^^^ 
to  amend  the  same  by  adding  thereto  the  fdiov- 
ing :  **  Nor  in  any  other  case  of  apprtiMMt 
'  under  this  act,  where  it  shall  appear  tbti  iht 
^  invoice  truly  exhibits  the  actual  cost;  battkerv 
'  shall  be  added  only  the  excees  of  the  apfn«- 

<  ment  over  the  invoice."  This  ameodmeat  wi; 
disagreed  to. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  thatiaoTf^ 
by  Mr.  McLanc,  and  passed  in  the  aftrmattTe. 

The  bill  was  then  further  amended,  and  vai 
ordered  to  be  eagroased,  and  read  a  third  tiofo* 
Wednesday  next. 

[The  gentlemen  who  engaged  in  this  part  (^ 
the  business  of  UMlay,  were  Mt.  McLaki.  ^ 
McKiM,  Mr.  OoRRAM,  Mr.  Caiibrii.bn&  Mr 
Ingbah,  Mr.  Wrioris  Mr.  Rbea,  Mr.  Tsici 
Mr.  Walwortb,  4bc.  The  discnssion  wts  cf 
of  detail,  which  it  would  be  m  vain  to  attempt '- 
report  unless  the  Reporter  were  placed  in  frofi^* 
the  Speaker's  Chair,  at  which  point  aiooe  i  i^ 
bate  of  this  character  can  be  so  heard  as  ^o  > 
intelligibly  reported.] 

NAVAL  HOSPITALS. 

Mr.  FcLLBR,  from  the  Committee  od  >'"' 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  report  e^^J 
commissioners  of  Navy  hospitals,  made  on^^^ 
of  January  last,  made  a  report  thereon,  tttasi'^' 
nied  by  a  bill  to  reimburse  the  sum  witk^i^^^ 
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irom  tbe  faad  of  Navy  hospitals ;  which  bill  was 
■ead  twice,  aad  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  hill  con- 
i^erniag  ioTalid  pensioners. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

Bj  ao  set  of  Conyran,  pa«ed  oa  the  96th  of  Feb- 
roaiy,  1811,  a  dadaetioii  of  tweaty  ceats  ■  month  from 
he  pay  of  the  oAcera  aad  seaaieii  of  the  Navy  of  tiie 
b'aitid  States,  aad  of  the  mariaea,  for  the  parpoae  of 
srediog  navy  hoapitala;  aad  by  the  report  of  theooia« 
niiooDfln  belbre  mentioBedy  aad  their  report  oa  the 
Mic  DccMkber,  1881,  it  appean  that,  of  the  whole 
loooDt  of  the  dedttctioaa  made  in  parsnanee  of  that 
vx,  bong  $168,946  67,  oaly  f43,d35  87  has  beea 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  oommissioners,  for  the 
purposes  proTided  by  the  act,  and  that  the  balance  of 
Lhe  uBoant  first  meationed,  being  one  handred  and 
iwfDtr-five  thousand  six  hundred  and  tea  dollars  and 
Mveotjr  eents,  has  beea  absorbed  ia  the  pay  of  the 
NavT,aodhss,  consequently,  never  beea  placed  at  the 
dbponl  of  the  oommissioners. 

Ai  the  contribntions  of  the  officers  and  seamen,  and 
ofihemafines,  by  Tirtae  of  the  act  before  meationed, 
have  been  regwlariy  afade,  aad  have  beea  employed 
by  the  Gorerament  ia  so  far  redactng  the  annaal  ap- 
ptofnatioBs,  jnstiee  seems  to  reqnire  that  the  balaace, 
•0  ahMibad,  ahoold  be  reimbursed,  aad  that  the  par- 
poMt  of  iia  oiifiBal  deatiaatkui  shoaM  be  ao  loager 
fruftrated  sr  delayed. 

it  tppeaiB,  by  the  commiasioaem'  report,  that  they 
m  tahiog  the  neeesaaiy  measurss  to  erect  aavy  bos* 
pirali,  as  the  act  pn>?tdes,  aad  thai  the  faads  arieiag 
6om  the  contributions,  before  stated,  are  iadispeasably 
nccceoiy,  and  are  deemed  suffideat  to  accomplish  the 
object 

The  commitlee,  therefore,  report  a  bill  for  that 
pnrpoie. 

JOHN  H.  PIATT. 

Mr.  McLake  moved  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  be  discharged  from  the  further 
coesideratioB  of  the  petitioa  of  the  representatives 
of  ihe  late  John  H.  Piatt,  and  that  it  be  referred 
to  \  select  committee. 

Tha  motioA  gave  rise  to  a  short  debate,  in  the 
coufw  of  which— 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  that  the  menaorial  lie  oa  the 
^hlc,  eoQceiviog  it  too  late  in  the  session  to  aa- 
dertake  to  investigate  thb  claim.  It  would  be  re- 
coiJected,  he  said,  that  the  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  H.  Ptatt  coatained  a  proviso  that  no  allow- 
ance to  J.  H.  Piatt  should  io  to  his  credit,  beyond 
<^  smoaat  which,  on  settwnaent  of  his  aceouats, 
b<  W  become  indebted  to  the  United  States. 
Under  tbat  act,  the  Third  Auditor  settled  the  ac- 
cooQUof  Mr.  Piatt;  and,  allowing  him  all  that 
he  thoi^t  him  entitled  to,  Mn  Piatt  still  remain- 
^  coQsiderablf  in  debt  to  the  Government.  The 
Second  Comptroller  reversed  the  decision  of  the 
Third  Auditor,  raakiag  allowances  to  Mr.  Piatt, 
which  Mr.  C.  believed  that  the  Congress  who 
pa^  the  law  for  his  relie/1  never  dreamt  of.  He 
^nctioned  allowances  to  Mr.  Piatt  which  brought 
jhe  Goternment  largely  in  debt  to  him,  and  gave 
bioQ  a  certificate  of  such  an  amount  being  due  to 
um.  Under  these  circumstances,  he  was  opposed 
^acting  precipitatelv  upon  this  bill. 

^'  SBROBAjfT  saio,  that  the  act  for  the  relief 


of  Mr.  Piatt  had  borne  a  different  construction 
from  that  given  to  it  by  Mr.  Cocke.  That  act 
authorizes  several  kinds  of  credit  to  be  given  to 
Mr.  Piatt,  in  account  with  the  United  States,  Viz: 
for  decisions  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  for 
"  assurances"  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  &c.  The 
proviso  referred  to  is,  that  the  credit  to  be  given 
to  Mr.  Piatt  '*  for  assurances"  shall  not  exceed  the 
amount  reported  as  due  by  him  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  law  had  been  construed  literally.  In 
the  investigation  of  this  memorial,  it  might  be- 
come necessary  to  go  back  to  the  original  merits 
of  the  claim,  and  there  was,  therefore,  a  particular 
propriety  in  referring  the  subject  to  a  special  com- 
mittee. The  amount  of  the  claim  is  larse ;  Mr. 
Piatt  is  now  no  more ;  and  the  claim  belongs  to 
his  repreeentatives  and  to  his  creditors,  some  of 
whom  became  so  on  the  mund  of  the  opinion  of 
one  of  the  highest  law  characters  in  the  United 
States,  (now  no  more,)  that  the  true  meaning  of 
the  law  save  credit  to  Mr.  Piatt  for  all  the  amount 
awarded  to  him  upon  other  than  "  assurances," 
thonf^h  it  should  bnn^  the  United  States  in  debt 
to  him.  It  was  but  just  to  the  parties,  therefore, 
to  act  upon  the  subject,  and  to  act  upon  it  speed- 
ily ;  for  the  ruin  ofsome  of  those  who  have  thus 
become  interested  in  this  claim  might  depend  upon 
the  course  which  it  should  take  here,  d&c. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke  to  lay  the  memorial 
on  the  table  was  negatived,  and  it  was  referred  to 
a  select  committee;  and  Messrs.  Serobant,  Wal- 
worth, Noble,  Artbur  Smitb,  and  Campbell,' 
of  Ohio,  were  appoiated  the  said  committee. 

PAY  OP  ARMY  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  CooKB^  aereeabl^  to  notice,  asked  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  By  the  title  of  *'A  bill  to  fix  and 
equalize  the  pay  of  the  officers  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States.'^ 

[The  bill  proposes  to  provide  thst  fixed  compeosa- 
tioBs  shall  be  given  to  oflleers,  in  lieu  of  pay,  rations, 
forsge,  dtc,  and  twelte  and  a  half  cents  per  mile,  in 
hen  of  allowances  for  transportation.] 

Mr.  Walworth  said  this  subject  was  one  which 
had  been  fully  before  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  by  special  reference  to  them,  and  the  com- 
mittee had  reported,  as  their  opinion,  that  no  le- 
gislation on  the  suDJect  was  necessary.  He  did 
not  rise  to  argue  this  question ;  but,  if  the  House 
was  of  opinion  that  the  subject  ought  not  to  be 
acted  upon,  he  hoped  that  the  leave  which  was 
asked  would  not  be  granted,  because  it  would  only 
lead  to  an  unnecessary  consumption  of  time. 

Mr.  Cocke  said,  that  the  indisposition  of  the 
Military  Committee  to  act  upon  the  subject,  was 
the  very  reason  why  the  leave  ought  to  be  granted 
to  introduce  the  bill.  The  committee  had  refused 
to  act  upon  the  subject,  though  having  before  it  a 
document  showing  that,  since  the  reorganization 
of  the  Army,  sixty  thousand  dollars  have  been 
paid  for  transportation,  because  it  was  rather  late 
m  the  session,  and  it  might  make  some  of  the  offi- 
cers a  little  uneasy.  These  were  the  grounds,  as 
he  understood  them,  on  which  the  committee  nad 
r<^used  to  report.  Mr.  C.  asked  the  House — he 
asked  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  himself— 
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whether  they  woald  calmly  sit  by  and  see  the 
public  money  wasted  in  this  manner,  from  one 
end  of  the  country  to  the  other.  From  the  Major 
Gkneral  down  to  the  subalterns  of  the  Army,  thev 
were  all  engaged  in  tours  of  inspection  j  and, 
until  Con^rei«s  acted  upon  the  subject,  so  long 
would  this  heavy  expense  be  entailed  on  the 
country. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he 
hoped  the  House  would  grant  the  leave  which 
was  asked,  and  which  was  no  more  than  usual  in 
such  cases.  From  the  statements  which  had  been 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  it  was 
evident  that  the  subject  was  of  such  importance 
at  least  as  to  merit  inquiry.  He  did  not  see  why 
a  deaf  ear  was  to  be  turned  to  his  proposition  now, 
any  more  than  to  a  similar  one  which  received  the 
sanction  of  a  majority  of  the  House  on  a  former 
occasion.  Let  the  bill  be  received,  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  take  its  turn  on  the 
docket  with  other  bills. 

Mr.  Little  said  he  had  every  confidence  in  the 
committee  to  whom  this  subject  was  referred, 
early  in  the  session,  and,  if  that  committee  had 
ffiven  its  attention  to  the  subject  and  thought  no 
legislation  upon  it  was  necessary,  as  it  appeared 
they  had  done,  he  was  opposed  to  taking  it  up  in 
the  way  now  proposed,  tie  could  not  consent  to 
take  the  subiect  irom  the  committecL  which  would 
have  been  the  proper  organ  of  the  House  to  intro- 
duce the  bill,  ii  it  was  necessary  or  proper  to  pass 
it,  merely  to  gratify  any  indiviaual. 

Messrs.  Nelson,'  of  Maryland,  Wright,  and  J. 
Speed  Smith,  also  opposed  the  motion  for  leave, 
and  Messrs.  Floyd  and  Cocke  supported  it — 

When,  the  question  being  taken  on  granting  the 
leave,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative--64  to  55. 
So  leave  was  refused  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

FOREIGN  IMPORTATIONS. 

A  memorial  was  presented  by  Mr.  Condict,  of 
New  Jersey,  signed  by  many  respectable  citizens 
of  that  State,  showing  the  injurious  consequences 
resulting  from  the  importation  of  so  great  an 
amount  of  foreign  goods,  by  paralyzing  the  indus- 
try of  the  nation,  and  draining  the  country  of  its 
precious  metals,  and  praying  for  an  increase  of 
duties  upon  such  articles  as  they  believe  can  be 
furnished  upon  reasonable  terms  by  our  own  man- 
ufacturers. 

After  stating  the  leading  objects  in  the  memo- 
rial— 

Mr.  CoNDicT  proceeded  to  remark,  that  it  was 
similar  to  some  others  formerly  presented  by  him, 
and  which,  on  his  motion,  had  been  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Upon  further  consideration,  said  Mr.  C,  I  am 
induced  to  ask  the  House,  to. give  another  direc- 
tion to  a  particular  paragraph  of  the  memorial, 
which  suff^ests  an  increased  duty  on  imported 
spirituous  liquors,  and  an  internal  duty,  or  excise, 
upon  domestic  spirit.  , 

I  have  lonfir  entertained  the  opinion,  said  Mr.  C, 
that  it  would  comport  with  sound  policy,  and  the 
best  interests  of  our  country,  to  levy  ana  collect  a  • 


much  larger  portion  of  its  revenue  upon  liqoois 
consumed  at  nome.  And  nothing  prevented  im 
from  calling  the  attention  of  Congress  to  this  im- 
portant subject  during  the  last  session,  bat  the  ei- 
treme  reluctance  which  I  have  felt,  and  wbkli 
manf  of  my  friends  here  have  expressed,  to  the 
appointment  of  so  many  officers  as  woold  be  re- 
quired to  carry  a  system  of  excise  into  dfecL 

In  the  Committee  of  Manofactures,  of  which  1 
am  a  member,  some  conversation  was  had  on  this 
subject;  but,  considering  it  to  be  a  questioo  of 
revenue  principally,  it  was  thought  by  us  to  belong 
to  another  committee,  and  is  not  embraced  in  tbe 
bill,  which  is  now  under  examination  before  thii 
body.  But,  inasmuch  as  the  subject  is  distinctl? 
presented  to  us  in  this  memorial,  bv  a  class  d 
men  second  to  none  for  their  respectaoility  Id  so- 
ciety, their  intelligence,  their  morals,  and  dera- 
tion to  their  country,  I  deem  it  to  be  my  doty  lo 
solicit  'the  serious  attention  of  the  House,  aod  to 
give  to  the  subject  that  deliberate  examlDation 
which  it  demands. 

It  is  important  in  a  financial,  but  much  more 
so  in  a  moral  view.  I  have  not  before  me,  at  tb 
moment,  any  documents,  showing  the  quantity 
consumed  annually,  nor  is  it  of  any  importaace 
for  the  purpose  of  my  argument  to  aseerttin,  pre- 
cisely, the  number  of  gallons.  A  duty  oftventy* 
five  cents  per  gallon  on  the  spiritaousli^oofs  con- 
sumed in  the  United  States,  would  yidd  to  the 
Treasury  an  annual  revenue,  say,  of  six  or  eight 
millions  of  dollars.  A  sum  which,  if  faithfuly 
applied,  would  rapidljr  extin^bh  the  natioQal 
debt ;  or  which  would  be  sufficient,  in  a  few  years, 
if  economically  applied  to  internal  improTemeiic, 
to  connect  the  various  sections  of  this  extensire 
empire  by  navigable  canals  and  good  roads. 

And  upon  whom  would  this  tax  fall?  hrvi- 
ably  upon  the  consumer  of  the  liquor.  Hecoold 
never  carry  the  bowl  to  his  mouth,  without  &ni 
'*  castinff  his  mite  into  the  Treasury." 

Should  it  be  objected,  that  the  impositioaoi 
such  a  duty  would  lessen  the  consumption  of  the 
article,  and  that  the  Treasury  would  derirebati 
limited  sum  from  this  source — I  reply,  God  gtu^ 
it  may  be  the  case,  and  I  would  then  double  tbt 
duty. 

What  is  the  crying  sin,  the  besetting  aud  ^ 
besotting  sin  of  our  country,  which  sinks  us  is 
our  own  estimation,  and  tne  estimation  of  the 
civilized  world  ?  What  is  it  that  deciades  m 
debases  man,  below  the  level  of  the  brute--titf[ 
unfits  him  for  the  duties  of  social  and  domestic  life  ^ 
What  is  it  that  carries  strife  and  contention  iau^ 
every  neighborhood  ?  What  invades  the  doi&es- 
tic  circle,  banishins  conjugal  afiectioo,  asd  »a- 
dering  every  tie  of  endearment  ?  What  entabs 
poverty,  and  wretchedness,  and  infamy,  upoo  tk 
innocent,  literally  "  visiting  the  iniquities  of  t« 
fathers  upon  the  children,  unto  the  third  and  fosr^ 

?renera(ion  ?"  What  is  it  that  wrings  the  t^ 
rom  the  eye  of  disconsolate  beauty,  and  red^ieosi^ 
cheek  witn  blushes  7  What  is  that  which  dn«' 
forth  the  midnight  sigh,  from  the  lonely  >o^^ 
ken-hearted  mother,  as  she  strives  to  coTff  ^ 
shivering  infant,  with  her  scanty  rags,  or  stile  the 
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cries  of  hunger,  bif  the  etiarfties  of  her  neighbor  ? 
What  iofliels  diseaee,  in  its  most  painful  and 
loatb««e  shape?  What  bloats  and  deforms  the 
homan  eoantenance,  and  effaces  the  image  of  the 
Creator  from  his  'creature  ?  What  is  it  that 
!nreep3, "  as  with  the  besom  of  destruction,"  more 
human  victims  to  an  ontimely  grave,  than  sword 
and  pestilence  combined  ?  w  hat  fills  your  poor- 
bouse  with  paupers,  and  your  hospital  with  mva- 
lids?  What  crowds  your  jails  with  criminals, 
and  g^ves  employment  to  the  hangman  ?  It  is 
intemperance  m  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors.  And, 
if  it  be  in  the  power  of  Government  to  restrain 
ihi»  deluge  of  moral  evil,  and  diminish  the  sum 
of  human  misery }  if,  by  levying  a  tax,  yovt  snatch 
one  victim  from  ruin,  and  rescue  his  helpless 
family  from  the  depths  of  degradation,  will  you 
nor ezm  the  power? 

And,  Mr.  C.  asked,  what  measure  could  so  ef- 
fectoallv  aid  the  prodfuctive  industry,  and  promote 
the  real  prosperity  of  the  country,  as  that  which 
shall  lessen  the  consumption  of  ardent  spirit  ? 

And  who  are  the  consumers?  They  are  either 
the  ^nine-bibbers,  the  men  of  wealth,  who  indulge 
m  riot  and  loxury,  and  who  can  afford  to  pay,  or 
they  are  those  mlserabl^  wretches  whom  naked- 
ness eanoot  shame;  whose  filth  renders  the  kennel 
in  which  they  wallow  more  filthy,  the  voluntary 
outcasts  from  society,  and  from  whom  society  has 
a  ri^t  to  extort  this  pittance,  as  the  only  punish- 
ment which  can  reach  them  for  the  outrages  they 
ba?e  committed. 

Thert  is  no  eouttry  where  the  means  of  intoxi- 
catioo  are  so  abundant  and  so  cheap  at  in  onr 
own,  and  the  eoncaqaenees  are  daily  more  appa- 
rait  aad  more  and  more  alarming.  The  rich 
boQDties  of  Heaven,  our  precious  breadstuis,  and 
wr  delietoos  fruits,  are  converted  into  this  fatal 
poison,  dis^:iU8ed  in  a  thousand  forms,  to  allure  us 
to  desUuction.  It  enters  into  ever^  door,  and  the 
cup  is  presented  to  everv  lip.  Whilst  you  tax  the 
tea,  like  coffee,  the  molasses,  the  sugar,  and  the 
salt,  used  by  everj  member  of  every  poor  family, 
yoQ  soSer  the  whiskev,  the  ^in,  and  the  brandy  of 
tbe  coootry,  in  their  desolating  progress,  to  bhght 
its  fairest  prospects,  *'as  with  olastiag  and  mil- 
dew.-' 

h  every  view  which  he  could  take  of  this  ques- 
tioQ,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  was  led  to  this  conclusion ; 
ibat  there  is  so  fairer,  or  more  legitimate  object 
oftaxatioD,  than  spirituous  liquors;  and  that  sound 
policy,  good  morals,  and  the  public  happiness,  re- 
qairetlnt  the  arm  of  the  Government  should  be 
felt,  in  a  tax  upon  the  consumption  of  this  article. 
And  for  the  purpose  of  asking  the  serious  attention 
of  the  House  to  so  important  a  topic,  he  submitted 
the  motion,  viz : 

"That  10  mneh  of  the  New  Jersey  Meoiortal  as  re- 
iatet  to  to  additional  daty  upon  imported  Hqoors,  and 
an  exciae  upon  domestic  spirit,  be  refiBrred  to  the  Gom- 
BiitteeofWays  and  Means,  with  instructions  to  in- 
laire  lad  report  on  the  expediency  of  the  measure. 
W  that  the  reeidae  of  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
^  t  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  sUte  of 
*•  UaioD." 
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The  question  being  stated  on  agreeing  to  the 
first  part  of  this  proposition^-. 

Mr.  Flotd,  of  Vir^nia,  sunpested  that  the 
proper  course  to  be  ffiven  to  tnis  memorial,  as 
proposing  a  part  of  the  odious  system  of  excise, 
which  there  appeared  a  disposition  to  rivet  upon 
the  nation,  would  be,  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee 
on  Manufactures,  to  whom  the  bill  now  before  the 
House,  apparently  connected  with  that  system, 
had  been  referred. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  was  of  the 
same  opinion ;  not  that  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  was  overburdened  with  business,  but, 
if  it  was  properly  the  province  of  the  Committee 
of  Manufactures  to  report  the  bill  which  they  had 
reported  for  laying  additional  duties  on  imports, 
it  was  at  least  equally  proper  that  this  subject 
should  be  referred  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Maryland,  hoped  that  this  me- 
morial would  not  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Manufactures.  He  could  not  conceive,  he  said, 
why  such  a  direction  should  be  given  to  it.  He 
did  not  understand  it  to  be  the  wish  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersey,  or  of  the  memorialists,  to 
protect  the  manufacture  of  spirits,  by  imposing  an 
excise  upon  it.  It  seemed  to  him  the  proper  course 
to  be  pursued  in  regard  to  this  bill  would  be  to  re- 
fer it  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to 
whom  is  referred  the  bill  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Manufactures.  It  did  appear  to  him,  if  that 
bill  was  to  be  passed,  and  our  present  system  of 
revenue  was  to  be  invaded,  this  new  project  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  ought  to  go  to 
that  committee,  that  it  might  devise  some  plan  to 
raise  a  revenue  to  the  amount  that  the  revenue 
will  be  lessened,  should  that  bill  pasN. 

Mr.  Floto  said  he  had  no  olnection  to  the  pro- 
position of  the  gentleman  to  refer  the  subject  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  All  he  wished  was, 
that  the  whole  system  should  be  presented  at  one 
view.  It  had  been  avowed,  in  debate,  by  two 
different  gentlemen,  that  this  Qovernment  would 
hereafter  have  to  be  aupported  by  internal  taxa- 
tion. That  being  the  ground  on  which  gentlemen 
are  disposed  to  legislate,  he  wished  to  have  every 
part  of  the  ay  stem  prese&ted  to  the  consideratibn 
of  the  House. 


TuEBDAY,  February  4. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  whicn  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alexan- 
der Humphrey  and  Sylvester  Humphrey,"  made 
a  detailed  report  thereon,  recommenuing  that  the 
House  do  not  pass  the  said  bill.  The  bill  was 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hill,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Buildings  were  instructed  to  consider  and 
report  what  alterations  will  be  necessary  to  be 
made  in  the  Hall  of  the  Representatives,  so  as  to 
accommodate  the  increased  number  of  members  of 
which  the  Bighteenth  Congress  will  consist. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ross,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  allowing  unto  Daniel  Fielding  the  amount 
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of  a  wagon  and  team  lost  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  during  the  late  war. 

Mr.  Blackledge,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Buildings,  made  a  report 
relative  to  the  providing  rooms  in  the  Capitol  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  which  was  committed  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  F.  Hooker,  reported 
the  same  with  amendments;  which  were  read ;  and 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  )k  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  joint  resolution  yesterday  laid  on  the  table 
by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  making  provision  for 
the  distribution  of  the  copies  of  the  Digest  of  Manu- 
factures and  Manufacturing  Establishments  in  the 
United  States,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  a 
list  of  newspapers  and  periodical  publications, 
with  a  catalc^e  of  books  purchased  for  the  use 
of  the  Navy  Department,  lor  the  last  six  years ; 
as  also  a  similar  lisit  and  cataioffue  from  the  office 
of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy ;  which  letter 
and  lists  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  contracts  made  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Navy,  during  the  year  1622 ;  which 
letter  and  statement  were  also  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Prbsidbnt 
OF  THE  United  States,  which  was  read,  and  is 
as  follows : 

To  the  House  of  Repreeentativee  of  the  United  Staiee: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Repre«entative8,  of  the  I2th  of  December  last,  request- 
ing the  President  to  communicate  to  the  House  such 
information  as  he  might  poeaess,  with  regard  to  any 
expedition  prepared  in  the  United  States,  and  having 
sailed  from  thence,  within  the  year  1823,  against  the 
territory  or  dependency  of  any  Power  in  amity  with 
the  United  States ;  and  to  inform  the  House  whether 
any  measures  had  been  taken  to  bring  to  condign  pun- 
ishment persons  who  have  been  concerned  in  such 
expedition,  contrary  to  the  laws,— 4  transmit  to  the 
House  reports  from  the  Secretaries  6(  State  and  of  the 
Treasury,  with  the  documents  mentioned  in  each. 
Those  documents  contain  all  the  information  in  pos- 
session of  the  Executive  relating  to  the  subject  of  the 
resolution. 

That  a  force  of  a  very  limited  extent  has  been 
equipped  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  and  sailed 
from  thence,  for  the  purpose  described  in  the  resolu* 
tion,  is  manifest,  from  the  documents  now  communi- 
cated. The  reports  from  the  collectors  of  Philadel- 
phia and  Ne4  York  wilt  show  in  what  manner  this 
equipment  escaped  their  notice. 

The  first  information  of  this  equipment  was  received 
from  St.  Bartholomews,  the  place  of  its  rendezvous. 
This  was  confirmed  afterwards  from  Cura90B,  with 
an  account  of  its  failure.  Should  any  of  those  persons 
return  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States, 
osre  will  be  taken  that  the  laws  applicable  to  such 


offences  are  duly  enforced  against  tbcD.  Wkc^ 
any  aid  was  afforded  by  others,  to  the  parties  eBgi^Ei! 
in  this  unlswful  and  contemptible  allrentor^  in  tk 
ports  in  which  it  was  planned,  inconsistfnt  with  oAr 
nary  commercial  transactionsf  and  cootniy  to  tk 
laws  of  the  United  States,  will  be  referred  lo  tlie  Au»- 
ney  General,  on  whose  advice  any  meanuef  is  regvi 
to  them  will  depend. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Fs  BBC  AST  4,    1823. 

I 

The  Message  and  documents  wfre  ordered  ic 
lie  on  the  table. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  '*Aa  act  for  tbt 
relief  of  Abraham  Snyder,"  was  read  tbe  thtr^ 
time,  and  passed. 

COINS  AND  MINT. 

Mr.  Rochester,  from  the  committee  appotsb^ 
on  the  13th  ultimo,  and  who  were  by  a  roote: 
adopted  on  the  23d  ultimo  instructed  to  isquiff 
into  the  expediency  of  prolonging  the  contioiuiKf 
of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia,  and  wbetber  uf 
amendments  in  the  laws  regulating  the  csisa>e 
the  United  States,  be  necessary ;  and  alsowktbc! 
it  would  be  expedient  to  make  certain  foreign  gol: 
coins  receivable  in  payment  of  debts  doe  to  iV: 
United  States, — made  a  detailed  report,  acns- 
panied  by  a  bill  to  prolong  the  continouce  ofi^ 
Mint  at  Philadelphia ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wkde. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  on  the  16th  day  of  October,  1786,  Coditmi 
passed  an  ordinance  for  the  estabUshmeot  of  &  Mid 
agreeably  to  resolutions  of  the  8th  Aofast  pieoedii^ 
founded  on  a  report  from  the  then  Board  of  Tretfon 

That,  on  the  8d  of  April,  1799,  the  fint  act  pwc 
regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States,  sod  «ti^ 
lishing  a  Mint,  to  be  sitoate  and  carried  on  at  the  Sen 
of  Goirernment  for  the  time  being.  Tbii  act  d^ad 
the  national  standard,  and  designated  tbe  dcKflp<]^ 
and  denominations  of  the  Tarious  American  fokif  »>* 
ver,  and  copper  coins. 

No  alteration  has  been  since  made  by  hv  ui  ^ 
atandard,  relative  valae,  or  weight,  of  the  respc^f 
coins,  except  in  those  of  copper,  which,  by  ao  id  e[ 
14th  January,  1793,  underwent  a  small  diminnti^A' 
weight,  and  were,  snboequently,  by  sn  act  of  37tkD^ 
comber,  1796,  on  account  of  tbe  increased  prkf  ^ 
copper,  reduced  to  their  present  weight,  tis.,  scfa  pM* 
ny  weights  for  cents,  and  for  half  cents  in  prspoc^ 
On  the  removal  of  the  Seat  of  Government  ts  Wi^> 
ington,  by  an  act  concerning  the  Mint,  of  Sd  U^ 
18U1,  the  Mint  was  continued  at  Philadelphit  saiil 
4th  March,  1803,  and  has  been  continued  tbeit  socc- 
by  several  successive  acts  of  Congress,  the  la^'^ 
which,  approved  14th  January,  1818,  will  expii*  * 
the  4th  day  of  March  next. 

It  is  baldly  necessary  to  urge  the  proprietj  fd^st- 
tinning  the  Mint.  AH  well  regulated  commas- 
countries  maintain  establishments  for  the  makisf^' 
national  coinage.  Ours  has  the  sanction  of  i  ro^ 
tion  of  Congresi',  so  long  ago  as  the  2l6t  Febrsi? 
1788,  predicated  upon  a  report  of  a  oommiuee  ^  ^ 
\  States.  It  is  at  present  in  a  highly  improvrii  ^• 
and  fully  adequate  to  all  its  appropriate  parpofie^ 

The  power  to  coin  money,  and  to  regolstciB*>'°*' 
being  vested  by  the  Constitution  in  CoofR»eic\v> 
sively,  the  States  might  reasonably  oomplsist«cn^ 
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exerdn  of  i  power  to  inUmitely  connected  with  the 
regfihr  openlione  of  bntinem  and  trade,  and,  in  aome 
degree,  bvolving  oar  national  character,  to  be  ne« 
glected. 

At  thecommencenient  at  the  preaent  year,  the  ailver 
coined  It  the  Mint  amounted  lo  $12,611,199,  and  the 
gold  coinage  to  $7,709,847.  The  committee  cannot 
pretend  to  any  preciaion  in  eattmating  the  probaUe 
laoaotof  gold  and  ailver  coina  now  in  the  United 
Stites;  Mme  of  our  atatiatical  writera  put  it  at  aiiteen 
millioni,  being  one  and  a  half  million  leaa  than  waa 
loppoMd  to  be  in  the  country  in  1804,  according  to 
filodgct'i  Manual..  It  la  thought,  however,  not  to  be 
ondemtiag  the  preaent  aggregate  amount,  by  atating  it 
(iQctading  foreign  gold  and  ailver)  at  leaa  than  haa 
been  coined  of  thoae  metala  at  our  Mint. 

With  retpcct  to  the  copper  cmnage  it  may  be  ne- 
ecmry  to  itate,  that,  aince  the  year  1795,  copper,  in 
the  (em  of  plancheta,  ready  for  coinag-e,  haa  been  pro- 
cared  on  eontract  from  England  ;  that  the  aupply  now 
M  btod,  nneoined,  will  probably  give  employment  to 
lla  Mint  for  the  rettiftinder  of  the  year  1893,  on  thia 
^ncriplion  of  ooiaatg«,  and  ia  eattmaled  to  be  worth 
ibeot  114,000;  the  total  amount  of  copper  coinage  at 
tiuitioe,  ia  $446,400;  it  ia  the  only  branch  of  coin- 
ige  vhidi  haa  affi»rded  any  profit  to  the  Government ; 
thu  profii  haa  varied  from  time  to  time,  according  to 
the  piict  of  copper  in  England,  and  the  rate  of  ez- 
ciuoge,  bat  naj  fairly  be  aet  down  at  about  twenty 
per  ctfit.  Should  the  minea  in  the  regiona  of  Lake 
Soperior,  ipohen  of  in  the  intelligent  communication 
aide  to  the  SecreUry  of  War  by  Mr.  Schoolcraft, 
Ifldian  agent  at  the  8aut  of  St.  Marie,  and  aubmitted 
to  CoDgTCM  in  December  laat,  prove  aa  valuable  aa 
the  igent  repreaenU  them,  there  ia  liltle  doubt  but 
tbit.  io  the  event  of  the  extinguiehment  of  the  Indian 
title  thereto,  and  of  the  erection  of  a  refining  eatabliah- 
peot  on  an  efficient  bsaia,  taken  in  connexion  with  the 
iBcreaiing  fadfitiea  for  tranaportation,  by  water,  from 
u«t  region  to  the  aeftboard,  they  will  furniah  a  auper- 
^dint  eopply  of  copper  for  all  the  purpoaee  of  the 
Hint,  u  well  aa  for  every  other  neoeaaary  one,  at  a 
BBcfa  cheaper  rate  than  that  at  which  the  aame  metal 
^y  ^  broQgbt  from  England. 

<^  eonmittee  are  not  awM«  pf  aay  drcunatance, 
growing  oat  of  the  operationa  of  the  Mint,  or  of  the 
iB^Qer  in  which  it  haa  been  conducted,  which  denotea 
ao}  tboie,  or  demanda  a  auapenaion  of  ita  operationa. 
lu  locttion,  ie  perhapa,  on  all  accounta,  aa  Divorable  aa 
^^7  other  which  might  be  deaignated,  and  for  aome 
fcuoni  obviously  more  so,  to  if  it :  economy  in  the 
public  eipenee.  The  whole  eetabliahment,  including 
boudiflgi,  lou,  and  machinery,  haa,  altogether,  cost 
>^ot  138,000,  and,  if  exposed  to  aale,  would  probably 
^  f»  ihort  of  the  expenae  that  would  be  necesaary 
vn  the  pnrebaae  of  another  auitable  aite,  and  for  the 
«nctioQ  iQd  famishing  of  a  National  Mint  at  the  Beat 

^fBB>  moat  of  the  depoailea  of  gold  and  ailver  have 
^D>  uh)  probably  will  continue  to  be,  made  by  the 
ouihof  the  United  Sutea;  and  thoae  that  are  not 
male  b;  that  bank,  are  generally  tranaferred  to  it  in 
'^x^teeniEcates.  Thia  fact  wonld  aeem  to  indicate 
|Qe  propriety,  if  not  neceasity,  of  keeping  thoae  two 
»n«UlBtioni  near  each  other. 
/^oder  the  lawa  regulating  the  operationa  of  the 
u '  '^^.■^ignorage  can  be  charged  on  the  coinage  of 
^'<J  or  silver.  On  copper,  which,  as  before  mention- 
^lU  coined  on  account  of  Government,  the  profit, 
^ng  the  last  five  yeare,  haa  exceeded  930,000. 


For  aome  time  after  the  eatabliahment  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Statea,  large  depoaitea  were  made  through 
it  in  European  coins;  and,  of  late  years,  the  depositee 
of  nlver,  from  Mexico  and  the  Kepublica  of  South 
America,  have  been  very  conaiderable,  generally 
through  the  aame  medium.  While  the  minta  of  thoee 
countries  are  in  a  great  meaanre  inoperative,  there  ia 

00  doubt  but  that  the  bullion  from  the  minea  may  in- 
creaae  our  depoaitea;  yet,  when  their  minta  renew 
their  operationa,  (aa  doubtleaa  they  will  before  long,) 
the  importation  of  their  coina  and  bullion  must  wholly 
depend  upon  the  extent  of  our  commerce  with  them. 
The  importation  of  goldjrom  thence,  which  haa  found 
its  way  to  the  Mint,  haa  never  been  very  conaiderable ; 
that  of  their  ailver,  during  the  laat  five  years,  amounta 
to  $1,476,680,  while  that  from  all  other  placea  amounta 
to  $3,869,084.     ^ 

The  committee  aak  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
further  continuance  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia ;  to 
which  Mil  they  have  added  a  aection,  providing  an 
amendment  in  the  exiating  lawa,  which  allow  no  de- 
duction for  the  refining  of  ailver,  unleaa  wh«n  below 
our  atandard,  nor  any  compenaation  for  the  expenae  of 
alloy  in  reducing  to  the  legal  atandard  such  ailver  de- 
poaitea  aa  are  of  a  quality  anperior  to  the  atandard. 

The  Director  of  the  Mint,  in  a  communication  of 
the  SOth  ultimo,  addreaaed  to  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, atatee,  that  <*it  haa  been  aacertained,  from 
many  yeara'  experience,  that  the  waatage  on  coining 
ia  about  one  grain  per  ounce— -and  thia  ia  the  allow- 
ance made  to  the  chief  coiner.  That  on  melting  and 
refining  would  probably  be  aa  much ;  but  a  reduction 
is  made  from  this  of  aU  the  chargea  for  refining  gold 
and  ailver  below  our  atandard,  which  ia  accounted  for 
to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Statea.  Nothing  ia  re- 
tained, except  for  refining  the  gold  or  silver  below  our 
standard ;  and  that,  aa  above,  ia  deducted  from  the  al- 
lowance of  waatage.  Thia,  during  the  laat  five  yeara, 
amounted  to  $8,147." 

HOUR  OF  MEETING. 

Mr.  Chambers,  of  Ohio,  rose  and  observed, 
that,  a  few  days  since,  a  majority  of  the  House 
had  voted  that  the  hour  of  meeting  should  be  11 
o'clock,  A.  M.  On  the  next  day.  subsequent  to 
this  resolution's  taking  effecL  they  had  re-resolved 
not  to  meet  until  the  hour  or  12  at  noon.  Not  be- 
lieving that  the  House  had  acted  with  due  delib- 
eration on  the  subject,  but  apprehending  that  the 
decision  might  have  been  hastily  made,  he  had 
presumed  again  to  present  the  subject  for  consid- 
eration. But,  as  to  the  propriety  of  a  motion  for 
an  earlier  meeting  of  the  House,  said  he,  I  am 
supported  in  my  own  convictions  by  the  example 
ofone  whose  correctness  on  subjects  appertainmg 

1  to  the  economy  and  conduct  of  this  House.  I  am 
'  sure  no  gentleman  on  this  floor  will  doubt  or  ques- 
tion. On  the  24th  of  January  last  past  a  year, 
the  honorable  Mr.  Lowndes,  then  a  member  of 
this  House,  now  no  longer  a  member  of  any  com- 
munity here  below,  in  his  zeal  to  promote  the  pub- 
lic good,  and  to  expedite  the  business  of  the  na- 
tion, moved  that  tne  hour  of  meeting  should  be 
changed  from  twelve  to  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M. 
We  have  now  advanced,  in  point  of  time,  to  a 
period  eleven  days  later  than  that  which  I  have 
just  alluded  to.  This  proposition  was  made,  sir, 
at  a  aession  which  was  only  limited  by  the  dis- 
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cretion  of  this  House.  For  the  present  session, 
our  Constitutional  powers  terminate  here  on  the 
3d  day  of  March  next.  We  have  now  only  twen- 
ty-four acting  days,  in  which  we  must  despatch 
tne  immense  mass  of  business  before  us,  or  let  it 
pass  down  to  oblivion.  Look  at  your  list  of  the 
orders  of  the  day,  amounting  to  more  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  different  subjects.  See  your 
table  loaded  with  nearly  two  hundred  additional 
subjects,  besides  those  in  the  hands  of  your  com- 
mittees. Of  these  subjects,  about  one  hundred 
and  seventy  are  the  eases  of  private  individuals, 
many  of  whom  have  thus*  far  appealed  in  vain  to 
our  magnanimity  or  justice.  Your  faithful  com- 
mittees have  performed  their  duty.  They  have 
considered,  decided,  and  reported.  They  have 
said  to  many — Your  claims  are  just,  they  ought 
to  be  allowed.  Shall  we,  then,  not  take  time  to 
relieve  the  poor,  the  distressed,  or  anxious  ex- 
pectants, from  the  pains  of  hope  eternally  defer- 
red ?  I  trust  we  will.  Much  time,  labor,  and 
ex]>ense,  has  been  spent  in  deliberating  on  these 
claims,  and  maturing  the  decisions  of  your  com- 
miUees.  See  your  desks  burdened  wiut  a  mass 
of  information  in  the  documents  printed  on  these 
several  subjects,  for  the  use  of  the  House.  Will 
we  not  now  act  upon  this  information,  or  shall  we 
suffer  it  all  to  be  lost  ?  Each  individual  claim 
which  is  not  now  disposed  of,  may,  in  the  discre- 
tion of  the  petitioners,  be  re-presented  to  the  next 
Congress — be  again  referred  to  the  respective  com- 
mittees, who  must  again  go  into  the  labor  of  con- 
sideration and  reporting.  The  facts  must  all  be 
reprinted,  and  the  nrevious  labor  and  expense  will 
be  wholly  lost.  The  members  of  this  House,  Mr. 
C.  added,  are  liberally  paid  by  the  nation  for  their 
services.  We  are  bound  to  make  our  best  exer- 
tions, and  to  devote  as  much  of  our  time  to  the 
public  business  as  may  be  consistent  with  a  good 
econoniy  in  the  arrangement  of  the  hours  of  busi- 
ness. Have  we  made  such  an  arrrangement  ? 
Does  our  daily  progress  indicate  an  intention  to 
finish  the  great  mass  of  business  before  us  in  any 
other  probable  way  than  by  postponement  7  1 
think  it  does  not.  I  believe,  sir,  that  we  are  too 
inert ;  that  there  is  really  an  indisposition  in  the 
House  to  transact  much  business  at  the  present 
session.  Such  is  public  opinion.  It  is  abroad  in 
your  public  journals.  And  I  aiQ  proud  when  I 
see  the  independent  suggestions  of  these  faithful 
sentinels  of  the  public  weaL  delivered  with  all 
that  frankness  and  candor  which  is  produced  by 
an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  fact.  Mr.  C.  said 
he  would  not  have  taken  up  so  much  of  the  time 
of  the  House,  but  from  a  conscientious  sense  of 
duty — a  duty  which  he  owed  to  himself,  to  his 


constituents^  and  the  nation.  The  House  would 
do  him  the  justice  to  allow  that  he  was  not  often 
troublesome,  nor  yet  tedious.  I  now  move,  sir, 
said  he,  that,  until  the  further  order  of  this  House, 
the  regular  hour  of  meeting  shall  be  eleven  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  and  hope  that,  although  a  majority  of  this 
House  may  differ  in  opinion  with  me  on  tots  ques- 
tion, they  will  nevertheless  have  the  magnanimity 
to  have  it  decided  by  ayes  and  noes,  which  I 
respectfully  ask. 


Mr.  Coi^DEN,  of  New  York,  beiag  oppKd  to 
the  motion,  briefly  stated  hi»  xeasoos  for  beiogK. 
It  was  a  mistake  more  general  than  it  oaehttok 
supposed  that  the  members  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  are  only  emplojrec^  in  the  disehatge  of 
their  public  duties  durioff  the  time  in  wiiich  tbcf 
are  in  actual  session.  Much  time,  be  aid,  mas 
neoessarily  be  emploved  in  acquiring  the  iofor- 
nation  and  making  the  investigations  leqaind  U 
enable  members  to  discharge  with  intelligence 
their  duty  to  their  country.  It  would  be  reeol- 
lected  that  the  documents  printed  for  the  usee: 
the  House,  during  the  last  session,  alooe,  cos- 

Erised  fifteen  volumes,  averaging,  perhaps,  fcs: 
undred  pages  each.  If  the  House  is  to  oeet 
early  and  sit  late,  how  can  we  digest  this  mis&i 
documentary  matter  ?  There  are,  it  is  true^  m>r 
ter  spirits  who  intuitively  acquire  infonaatki, 
there  are  others,  who  are  so  wcil  informed  belbrt 
they  come  here,  that  they  have  exactly  all  tbeis- 
formation  necessary  to  diacharge  their  duties  wuk- 
out  further  acquiattion.  Probably  the  hoaoiabk 
gentleman  who  made  this  motion,  and  otbeisik) 
will  vote  with  htm  in  favor  of  it,  are  of  ibis  d^ 
Bcripti<Ni.  For  his  own  part,  Mr.  C.  said,  it  r- 
quired  all  his  time,  when  the  House  was  not  h 
session,  to  acquire  information  proper  to  £t  lie 
for  the  discharge  of  his  duty  when  in  tike  Hon* 
And  his  opinion  was,  that  if  members  woold  r> 
ally  devote  their  time,  when  disenga^  from  fix 
House,  in  possessing  themselves  of  informaiiat 
proper  to  enable  them  to  legislate  understandinglf, 
the  House  would  do  more  business,  not  only  bf 
meeting  later,  but  even  more,  by  meeting  efor 
other  dav,  than  it  now  does  by  meeting  eTery<ii^ 
Mr.  Haroin  said  he  was  readv  to  meet  at  uf 
hour  in  the  day  the  House  should  appoint,  saf  II 
11,  or  12 ;  but  he  rose  to  suggest  that,  wko  tbt 
House  determined,  the  other  day,  to  meet  at  Ilia- 
stead  of  12  o'clock,  he  had  the  curiosity  to  o^j 
the  House  at  the  hour  appointed  for  mccttif'^B 
he  found  there  were  not  more  than  etfhtieDDKS* 
bcrs  present,  and  it  was  some  time  ailer  ^\y^ 
before  a  quorum  had  assembled.  The  eommittse. 
he  said,  cannot  well  meet  before  10  o'clock,  m 
frequently  they  did  not  assemble  oatii  11  o'ddd; 
so  that,  too  early  an  hour  of  meeting  for  the  Ho^ 
would  rather  prevent  than  facilitate  the  irtiia^ 
tion  of  business.  His  object,  howerer,  v>>'  ^ 
to  consume  more  time — ^lor  tnis  motion  bad  bees 
introduced  in  a  way  not  to  economize  tiffi^  F*^ 
ticularly  when  coimected  with  the  call  1«  ^ 
yeas  and  nays.  He  moved  to  lay  the  mot»&<^ 
Mr.  Chamberb  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wright  made  some  observauoos  oa  ^ 
importance  of  devoting  time  to  the  tixai^^ 
of  documents,  and  preparation  of  bosiness  bo^ 
undertaking  to  act  upon  it.  The  only  way,  '^^^ 
to  avoid  unnecessary  debate^  was,  to  ander^ 
the  subjects  which  come  before  the  House,  v^ 
could  only  be  accomplished  by  devoting  tlB^*^ 
the  study  of  them.  He  was  convinced  that  »^ 
present  was  a  better  distribution  of  timetlofi^^ 
which  was  now  proposed  to  be  made.  But  ^^' 
tleman  had  quoted  the  langnaffe  of  persoo^^^^^^ 
doors,  and  even  the  remarks  of  editors  of  fi^P^ 
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en  in  soj^jort  of  his  motion.  Now,  Mr.  W.  said, 
:  sQcb  remarks  w«re  considered  as  authority,  he 
oold  shov  that  they  were  overraled  by  the  same 
Dthoritf.  Mr.  W.  then  quoted  the  editorial  re- 
nrhmm  the  IMknal  hUdUffeneer  of  this  moru- 
igoB  the  subject  now  under  debate,  and  expressed 
15  eofocidence  in  the  sentiments,  his  regard  for 
leiQthon  of  them,  and  his  conviction  of  their 
Bcere  devotion  to  the  public  intereets,  dbc.  To 
et  rid  of  this  question  altogether,  Mr.  W.  then 
sewed  the  motion  (which  Mr.  Hardin  had  with- 
nwn  to  aceottmodate  htm)  to  lay  the  resoUe  on 
^taUe. 

On  this  question,  Mr.  Cbambbrb  required  the 
ttssDd  nays:  wmch  beinff  taken,  as  required  by 
ale,  without  debate,  was  decided  in  the  aflSrma* 
iJt-^w  d4)  nays  64^ 

So  Mr.  Cbambirs's  motion  was  ordered  to  lie 
ttiietsble. 

WESTERN  AKMORV  PROPOSED. 

Mr.  BsECKizrRiOGB,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  for 
Wisideratioa  the  following  resolution : 

Raoktdf  Thtt  the  Committee  on  Mtlitsry  Affiirs 
wioitnided  to  report  a  bill  to  esUblish  a  National 
innorjon  the  Western  waters. 
TbereBolntion  hsringbeen  read — 
Mr.BsBcuMRiDOE  said,  he  had  offered  this  res* 
ihtioQ,  without  intending  the  smallest  imputation 
A  tbe  Milittrr  Coaimittee ;  and  he  thought  he 
VIS  justified  oy  circumstances,  in  pressing  it  on 
die  coQsidention)  of  the  House.  Sue  h  a  resolution 
iud  been  offered  at  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
ifid  refencd  to  the  Militar);  Committee ;  but  that 
fommiaee  was  so  divided  in  opinion  on  the  sub- 
kt,  that  they  eoirid  not  affree  upon  a  report,  and 
"t  subject  was  not  finauy  acted  upon,  in  any 
*^y<  at  the  last  session.  At  the  present  session, 
V.  B.  aid,  he  had  himself  presented  a  similar 
rn>iotioQ,  and  he  uuderstoocl  that  the  Military 
^mitteewas  now  divided  in  opinion  upon  the 
^^eet,  as  thejr  had  been  at  the  last  session  ;  and, 
iltbongh  a  majorit)r  of  the  committee  was  in  fa  tor 
«t&e  object,  a  majority  could  not  agree  on  the 
[ttticQbr  mode  by  which  the  object  shall  be  ac- 
^Med.  Mr.  B.,  therefore,  had  thought  it 
P'^  to  present  the  question  thus  directly  to  the 
<^«deratioQ  of  the  House.  That  the  measure 
**»uiiporUDtand  of  peculiar  interest  to  the  West- 
^  coQDtry,  could  not,  Mr.  B.  said,  be  denied. 
^^  be  asked,  do  the  facts  stand  i  We  find,  by 
trepoftiaid  before  the  House  at  this  session,  that 
"^  is  a  deficiency  in  the  proportion  of  arms 
Which  ought  to  be  delivered  to  the  Western  coun- 
JjT  by  ibe  Qeneral  Government.  According  to 
1*1^  ^t,  supposing  that  the  nine  Western  States 
JT  Territories  contain  one-fourth  of  the  popula- 
«on  of  the  country,  there  is  a  deficit  of  upwards  of 
WW  thousand  stand  of  arms  in  the  yearly  quan- 
"ytarflished  to  the  Western  country.  He  be- 
wted^besaid,  that  there  is  too  high  a  sense  of 
l^^ti^ia  Congress  to  sufler  them  for  a  moment 
?^«Q8e  that  portion  of  the  benefits  of  their  legis- 
*'on  to  the  Western  country,  which  it  is  by  its 
^Nation  and  cireumstances  entitled  ta  The 
•^^^a  of  the  Western  country  are  as  subject  as 


any  other,  in  time  of  war,  to  calls  upon  them  for 
actual  service ;  and  in  what  situation  were  a  por- 
tion of  that  militia,  when  called  to  the  field  our- 
ing  the  last  war"?    They  were  found  destitute  of 
arms;   the  Government  was  unable  to  snpply 
them ;  they  were  marched,  however,  to  the  neld 
of  battle,  and  whilst  in  the  field  were  slaughtered, 
without  arms  in  their  hands  wherewith  to  defend 
themselves.    We  all  recollect  the  scenes  which 
occurred  on  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  where 
hundreds  of  your  citizens  were  marched  to  meet 
the  enemy,  not  even  with  arms  in  their  hands,  but 
to  be  slaughtered  without  the  power  of  resistance. 
It  is  the  duty  of  every  nation,  said  Mr.  Brecken- 
RiDQB.  in  time  of  i)eace  to  prepare  for  war.    As 
one  01  the  ineans  of  discharging  this  duty,  you  are 
manufacturing  arms.    On  this  side  of  tne  moun- 
tains, you  have  two  extensive  manufactories  of 
anus ;  and  you  have  also  a  Military  Academy. 
These  establishments,  he  said,  were  proper  and 
valuable  to  prepare  us  in  some  degree  tor  the  aw« 
fiid  iMriod  or  war.    But  will  you  not  arm  all  your 
citizens  alike  ?    Will  you  not  arm  the  West  as 
well  as  the  East,  and  ecpend  some  portion  of  your 
money  there  as  well  as  here  ?    MiUions  on  mil- 
Itons  are  expended  on  public  establishments  on  this 
side  of  the  mountains,  and  nothing  on  the  other. 
We  ask  you  not,  said  Mr.  B.,  for  navies,  fortifica- 
tions, lighthouses,  Am:.,  but  simply  for  arms  for 
the  militia  of  the  West.  That  portion  of  our  militia 
behaved,  during  the  late  war,  a  t  least  as  well  as  those 
of  any  other  portion  of  the  United  States,  and  their 
claims,  and  the  claims  of  the  Western  country,  in 
regard  to  the  matter  now  before  the  House,  were 
entitled  to  be  heard,  and  ought  to  be  heard.    Ac- 
cording to  the  statements  More  the  House,  the 
quantity  of  arms  annually  made  for  the  United 
States  was  about  38,000.  viz:  24,000  by  the  pub- 
lic armories,  and  14,000  by  contracts,  made  under 
the  act  of  1808  for  arming  the  whole  body  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  Bates.  It  was  well  known  that 
the  arms  madeatthepoblio  factories  are  better  than 
any  that  are  made  at  the  private  establishments ;  the 
expense  of  transportation  across  the  mountains, 
too,  was  as  much  as  one-fourteenth  of  the  value 
of  the  arms,  both  which  considerations  strongly 
recommended  the  establishment  of  an  armory  on 
the  Western  waters  by  the  Gk>vemment.    Shall 
we,  said  he,  again  place  ouiuelves  in  the  situation 
in  which  we  were  placed  during  the  late  war? 
At  that  time,  arms  were  sent  by  the  Government 
from  this  (^uArter  to  New  Orleans.    And  when 
did  they  arrive  there  ?    After  the  war  was  at  an 
end;  after  the  enemy  had  been  expelled.    The 
vessel  carrying  the  arms  was  three  months  in  get- 
ting from  Pittsburgh  to  New  Orleans.    With  re- 
gara  to  the  consideration  of  expense,  he  presumed 
this  proposition  would  meet  with  no  objection  on 
that  score.    Materials,  labor,  and  the  necessaries 
of  life,  are  cheaper  on  the  other  side  the  moun- 
tains than  they  are  on  this  side,  and  more  abun- 
dant.   We  have  project  upon  project  on  foot  for 
the  employment  of  the  three  millions  of  dollars 
which  are  understood  to  be  now  in  the  Treasury. 
No  better  objects  can  be  devised  for  this  purpose 
than  those  which  justice  impose  upon  us.    One  of 
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these  is  to  equalize  the  distribution  of  arms  so  as 
that  the  West  should  receive  its  due  proportion, 
instead  of  much  less  than  its  due  proportion,  which, 
from  the  documents  before  the  House,  it  appear- 
ed now  to  receive.  In  order  that  an  end  may  be 
put  to  this  inequality,  in  the  most  efficient  and 
convenient  and  least  expensive  manner,  he  pro- 
posed this  resolution,  which  he  hoped  would  be 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Walwobtb  was  in  favor  of  the  object  of 
this  proposition,  but,  that  the  House  might  act 
understandingly  upon  it,  thought  it  proper  to  state 
what  were  the  opinions  actually  disclosed  in  the 
Military  Committee  upon  the  subject.  A  bare 
majority  of  that  committee  were  in  favor  of  the 
object  of  the  resolution  referred  to  them,  but  a 
majority  could  not  be  united  in  favor  of  a  mode  of 
carrying  it  into  effect.  A  portion  of  the  commit- 
tee was  in  favor  of  authorizing  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  select  a  site  for  an  armory, 
and  of  authorizing  surveys  and  estimates  of  the 
cost  of  the  buildings,  &c.,  to  be  made.  But  a 
part  of  the  committee  was  not  willing  to  go  that 
length,  being  in  favor  of  reporting  a  loint  resolu- 
tion, declaring  it  expedient  to  establisn  an  armory 
on  the  Western  waters,  and  authorizing  the  Pre- 
sident to  cause  different  sites  therefor  to  be  exam- 
ined and  reported  upon,  with  a  view  to  the  selec- 
tion of  a  site,  by  Congress,  at  the  next  session. 
Such  was  the  variety  of  opinions  in  the  commits 
tee,  upon  the  subject,  that  they  had  not  yet  been 
able  to  affree  upon  a  report. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  did 
not  know  that  he  had  ever  seen  this  course  pur- 
sued, of  asking  the  House  to  decide  ineUtnter  upon 
an  affirmative  proposition  of  this  sort,  involving 
the  decision  of  an  importan  t  principle.  The  usual 
course  was  to  instruct  committees  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  any  particular  measure,  dtc. 
He  saw  no  propriety  in  departing,  in  this  in- 
stance, from  the  usual  course  of  proceeding.  He 
took  it  for  granted  that  there  would  be  as  greit  a 
diversity  of  opinion  in  the  House,  on  this  subject, 
as  there  had  oeen  in  the  committee,  and  that  the 
House  was  as  unprepared  to  decide  the  question 
as  the  committee  had  found  itself  to  be.  The 
proper  course  with  such  a  proposition  as  this, 
would  be  to  refer  it  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
where  it  might  be  as  amply  discussed  as  if  it  were 
a  bill.  Mr.  W.  then  moved  to  refer  the  resolu- 
tion to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  that  he 
had  not  heard  the  resolution  very  distinctly,  but, 
if  he  understood  it  correctly,  it  proposed  instruct- 
ing the  committee  to  report  a  bill  to  establish  an 
armory  on  the  Western  wat^s.  He  rose,  he  said, 
to  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Breckenriogb,)  that  a  bill  had  been  some  days 
since  reported  in  the  Senate  for  this  purpose,  now 
on  our  nles,  which,  if  passed,  would  supersede  the 
necessity  of  reporting  another  bill.  He  was  him- 
self decidedly  in  favor  of  the  object  of  the  resolu- 
tion. The  arguments  in  favor  of  establishing  a 
national  armory  in  the  West,  were  obvious  and 
irresistible.  The  disastrous  experience  of  the  late 
war,  had  furnished  conclusive  evidence  on  this 


subject  The  immense  loss  of  blood  and  tRtsme^ 
occasioned  by  the  want  of  arms  in  the  West,  ms 
too  recent,  and  severe  to  have  been  forgotta.  is 
point  of  economy,  it  was  the  interest  of  the  Got- 
ernment.  It  had  cost  one  dolisr  per  ittod  to 
transport  arms  to  the  West.  Thirty  tboosud  ittod 
was  now  required  to  supply  the  de&cioc^  iu  \k 
West,  and  at  least  ten  thousand  per  annuD,  here 
after.  The  transportation  of  theee  anus  tione, 
would  soon  amount  to  a  sum  sufficiest  to  ims- 
chase  a  site  and  erect  an  armory.  Besides,  it  b 
well  known  that  supplies  and  materials  of  erety 
kind  could  be  had  cheaper  in  the  West  Heaii 
he  had  a  day  or  two  since  received  a  letter  froi 
a  respectable  gentleman  in  the  West,  describing! 
site  at  the  head  of  the  Western  navigaUevaten 
which  could  be  purchased  by  the  Governmeot  fot 
an  inconsiderable  sum,  possessing  tnrj  pooiiiie 
advantage;  where  fuel  (a  principal  article oi' ex- 
pense) could  be  supplied  for  centuries  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  at  the  works  two  cents  pei 
Imshel,  not  one  tenth  part  of  the  cost  at  other  snao- 
ries ;  situated,  too,  in  the  midst  of  a  Dumber  of  tnHi 
works  a  few  miles  distant ;  in  a  country  iM- 
ing  with  supplies  of  every  sort,  at  the  lowest  price. 
and  even  supplying,  to  some  extent,  the  anDon? 
established  in  the  East.  Our  foreigii  markets,  be 
said,  had  failed,  and  it  is  the  duty  and  intaest  of 
the  Government,  to  establish  manufactories  aad 
markets  at  home.  Besides,  said  Mr.  8^  )oa  bare 
not  onlv  established  all  the  armories  in  the  East, 
but  millions  were  annually  expended  in  the  elec- 
tion of  forts  and  fortifications,  ships  and  ressels  of 
war.  lighthouses,  dbc.,  along  our  scaeoast,  and 
shall  we  refuse  to  permit  the  West  to  makeibar 
own  arms,  when  they  can  do  it  so  moch  cheaper, 
and  are  always  so  prompt  to  use  them  when  t^ 
country  required  it?  lie,  therefore,  heartily  con- 
curred with  the  gentleman  from  KentuckrfMr. 
Bregkbnridoe)  in  the  object  of  his  motion,  ikos^ 
he  thought  it  would  be  fully  accompUshcdbrtiie 
bill  from  the  Senate.  If  the  subject  was,  tov- 
ever,  pressed,  he  said  he  would  vote  for  the  left- 
lutioo. 

The  discussion  had  gone  thus  far,  when  Mr- 
Ton  asked  if  the  hour  allotted  by  rule  to  the  re^ 
ception  of  original  propositions  had  aot  eipii«||- 
Being  answered  by  the  Speaker  that  it  had,  Mr* 
Tod  moved  that  the  House  do  resolve  itselfa^ 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  a  view  toufce 
up  the  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  maflufactd«> 

The  House  agreed  to  the  motion,  thus  postfcs* 
ing  until  to-morrow  the  discussion  of  Mr.  BatcK* 
EN Bi doe's  motion. 

NEW  TARIFF  BILL. 

Being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa  the  i^ 
of  the  Union,  Mr.  Tom linson  in  the  Chair- 
Mr.  Stewart  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  f- 
viding  for  the  repair  of  the  ComWlaDd  fi<^ 
in  preference  to  the  Manufactures  bill|/^ 
motion  the  House  overruled  by  a  vote  of  76io* 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Tod,  the  Committee  t^ 
resumed  the  consideration  of  his  bill. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  to 
the  enacting  clause — 
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Mr.DuRFSB,  of  Rhode  Island,  said  that  the  very 
aigh  respect  which  he  felt  for  the  opinioii  of  gen- 
QemeOjWho  favored  the  policy  of  this  bill,  obliged 
bim  to  express  the  reasons  by  which  be  was  gov- 
erned  in  opposing  it  in  its  present  form.  He  was 
the  more  incHned  to  do  this,  as  the  proposed  mea- 
sare  liad  been  defended,  on  the  ffround  that  it  was 
tutaa  extension  of  the  policy  of  the  tariff  of  1816, 
ia  relation  to  coarse  cottons,  thus  at  once  appeal- 
ing to  the  generosity  and  justice  of  those  who  had 
beeo  benefited  by  that  measure.  Besides,  it  might 
be  recollected  that  be  was  one  of  the  Committee 
of  Manufactures  at  the  last  session,  to  whom  a 
bill,  the  prominent  features  of  which  strongly  re- 
sembled those  of  the  one  now  under  consideration, 
was  presented,  and  was,  by  a  majority  of  the 
commiuee^  regarded  as  inexpedient  and  unneces- 
sary. This  decision  had  been  charged  upon  those 
who  made  it,  as  a  strong  indication  of  hostility  to 
the  manufacturing  interest 

So  far  as  this  cnarge  related  to  himself,  he  could 
say,  in  answer  to  it,  wat  there  was  no  interest,  the 
jvosperitv  of  wbich  he  was  more  desirous  of  pro- 
moting, by  all  fair  and  politic  means,  than  that 
of  the  manufacturer.  Until  the  commencement 
of  this  discussion,  he  did  liot  believe  that  there 
was  a  siogle  exception  to  the  general  opinion  in 
farof  of  establishing  domestic  manufactures.  In 
his  friendship  towards  them,  he  apeed  with  the 
advocates  oi  the  bill.  They  furnished  a  home 
market;  they  kept  our  property  subject  to  our  own 
laws,  and  gave  it  all  the  benefit  of  our  free  insti- 
tutions, without  exposing  it  to  the  capriciousness 
of  foreign  despotism ;  but,  although  there  could 
hardijr  be  more  than  one  opinion  as  to  their  util- 
ity and  importance,  yet  the  question,  when  we 
should  protect,  and  how  far  we  should  go  in  pro- 
tecting them,  by  commercial  restrictions,  is  one 
Qpon  which  the  warmest  and  most  zealous  friends 
of  the  manufacturing  interest  may  be  expected  to 

li  seemed  to  him  that  the  advocates  of  the  pro- 
jKKed  measures  ought  to  have  shown  that  they 
were  necessary ;  that  capital  employed  in  man- 
DlactuTcs  had  become,  or  at  least  was  becoming, 
^profitable,  and  that  the  manufacturing  classes 
are  saifering  for  the  want  of  relief  which  is  pro- 
pose to  be  given.  So  far  from  showing  this,  it 
does  Qot  app«ir  but  that  they  are  in  a  more  pros- 
peroQs  condition  than  any  other  class  of  the  com- 
mnnity.  Look^  said  he,  at  their  memorials.  They 
do  not  complain  that  their  business  has  become 
nnptofitable  to  them ;  that  their  machinery  lies 
^QoccQpied :  and  that  the  laborer  is  out  of  employ ; 
their  complaint  seems  to  be,  that  commerce  is 
prodocing  a  ruinous  balance  against  the  country, 
which  it  would  be  politic  in  the  Government  to 
^uce,  bf  diminishing  our  foreign  importations. 
^U)  so  far  as  my  own  observations  extend,  the 
niea^res  proposed  are  not  called  for  by  the  com- 
munity at  large^  and  are  measures  which  it  is  not 
exited  you  will  at  this  time  adopt. 

^7  what  arguments  is  it,  that  the  policy  of  this 
'^ui  is  defended  ?  Why,  it  is  said,  that  we  are 
inrchasing  of  foreign  nations  those  manufactures 
vhich  we  might  produce  in  sufficient  abundance 


at  home.  We  are  told  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Manufactures,  and  very  truly,  too, 
that  we  have  the  materials,  or  capacity  to  produce 
the  materials,  inexhaustible,  of  all  the  articles,  the 
manufacture  of  which  this  bill  proposes  to  pro- 
mote. We  have  an  abundance  of  the  raw  mate- 
rials for  the  manufactiire  of  iron,  of  glass,  of  lead; 
supply  inexhaustible  of  cotton,  and  that  the  soil 
of  our  country  can  produce  hemp,  flax,  and  wool, 
to  any  extent. 

It  IS  undoubtedlv  true  that  we  do,  or  can,  fur- 
nish these  materials  in  abundance.  Nature  has 
bounteously  provided,  not  only  this,  but  every 
other  country,  with  the  ore  for  the  manufacture 
of  iron,  and  the  sand  and  alkali  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  class ;  the  materials  themselves  are  of  but 
little  value ;  in  their  natural  state  they  are  worth 
nothing.  The  whole  value  may  be  said  to  con- 
sist in  the  labor  which  is  added  to  them;  and 
where  is  your  additional  labor,  and  skill,  and  prac- 
tical knowledge,  to  manufacture  the  additional 
quantity  of  iron  and  glass,  which  this  bill  proposes 
to  compel  us  to  manufacture  ?  It  is  really  or  more 
importance  to  show  that  we  are  possessed  of  the 
additional  labor,  the  kind  of  labor  and  skill  neces- 
sary for  the  manufacture  of  these  articles^  than 
to  show  that  we  are  possessed  of  the  materials  in 
their  crude  and  natural  state.  What  is  necessary 
to  promote  the  manufacture  of  lead  in  Missouri, 
where  a  hundred  pounds  of  earth,  we  are  told, 
will  yield  eighty  pounds  of  metal  ?  Not  an  in- 
crease of  duty  upon  the  imported  article,  but  an 
additional  population  in  the  district  yielding  the 
metal  in  such  an  inexhaustible  abundance.  You 
will  then  have  the  additional  labor  necessary  for 
the  extraction  of  the  metal,  and  establishments 
for  the  manufacture  of  the  material  into  useful  ar- 
ticles will  naturally  spring  up,  aided  by  local  ad- 
vantages. • 

If  our  country  has  the  capacitv  to  produce  hemp 
and  flax  tb' such  an  inconceivaUe  extent,  we  must 
at  least  allow  time  to  the  farmer  to  change  hia 
mode  of  culture,  and  become  better  acquainted 
with  the  method  of  preparing  it  for  the  manufac- 
turer. It  is  said,  that  it  is  this  deficiency  in  skiU, 
that  at  present  gives  the  foreigner  an  advantage 
over  him  in  our  market.  But  to  the  high  price  of 
labor,  to  its  scarcity  in  the  Western  States,  where 
the  cultivation  of  these  plants  could  be  most  suc- 
cessfuly  carried  on,  may  be  fairly  attributed  the 
slow  progress  which  has  yet  been  made  in  this 
branch  of  agricultural  industry.  Sir,  the  very 
useful  invention  which  was  exhibited  here  during 
the  last  session,  by  which  labor,  to  a  vast  amount, 
is  saved,  must  accomplish  all  and  far  more  than 
any^  duty  which  could  be  levied  on  the  foreign 
article.  It  must  produce  the  same  effect  on  the 
agriculture  of  the  West,  which  the  invention  of 
the  cotton  gin  produced  on  the  agriculture  of  the 
South.  But,  sir,  if  this  bill  proposes  to  encourage 
the  cultivation  of  hemp  in  this  country,  it  is  cer- 
tainly not  well  calculated  to  promote  manufac- 
tures from  that  material.  It  is  a  tax  upon  the 
manufacturer^  who  is  now  able  to  send  a  share  of 
his  labor  to  foreign  markets,  but  who,  if  subject 
to  this  duty,  must  give  place  to  the  foreign  rnanu* 
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facturer.  Thus,  if  this  bill  be  calculated  to  in- 
crease the  domestic  suppler  of  the  raw  material,  it 
has  the  efiect  of  diminishing  the  demand  for  the 
manufactured  article. 

A  heavy  duty  is  proposed  to  be  levied  on  coarse 
woollen  cloths,  and  another  is  proposed  to  be  levied 
on  imprtations  of  wool.  Thus  showing  that  the 
manutacturer  is  already  in  advance  of  the  producer 
of  the  raw  material,  and  increasing  his  demand 
for  a  domestic  supply ;  a  demand  which  will  be 
answered,  duty  or  no  duty,  to  its  full  extent.  Sir, 
to  show  that  we  are  possessed  of  the  means  of  fur- 
nishing this  material  to  any  supposable  extent,  is 
not  all  that  is  required  to  justify  the  exclusion  of 
the  foreign  manufacture;  it  should  be  made  to 
appear  that  we  are  possessed  of  that  skill,  which 
is  absolutely  essential  to  the  prosjperous  manufac- 
ture of  this  article  ,*  a  skill  of  which,  when  once 
we  are  possessed,  will  give  our  manufacture  a 
complete  control  of  the  domestic  market  A  gen- 
eral improvement  in  the  art  of  coloring,  only, 
would  be  sufficient  to  increase  the  consumption  of 
domestic  manufactures  of  this  description  beyond 
any  thing  which  the  proposed  duty  can  do.  For- 
eign competition,  so  far  from  having  a  tendency 
to  prevent  the  attainment  of  the  necessary  skill, 
must  have  the  effect  of  promoting  it.  High  duties 
might  increase  the  quantity,  bnt  could  not  have  a 
tendency  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  manufac- 
turew 

But)  in  support  of  this  bill,  the  examples  of 
other  nations  have  been  ap|)^led  to.  AH  the 
Qovernments  of  Europe,  it  is  said^  which  can 
make  any  pretensions  to  a  sound  policy,  have 
adopted  a  system  of  exclusion.  Sir,  it  is  by  no 
means  denied,  that  when  capital,  to  any  conside- 
rable extent,  has  been  invested,  and  labor  em- 
plojred  in  anv  branch  of  manufacturing  industry : 
ana  when,  by  war.  or  the  coufse  of  political 
evaotS)  the  capital  inus  invested,  and  la))or  thus 
employed,  have  been  rendered  profitless— it  is  not 
'denied  that  those  Governments,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, have  g^ven  them  relief  by  protecting 
duties,  and  even  prohibitions.  It  is  not  denied, 
that)  under  such  circumstances,  the  protection  is 
both  politic  and  necessary;  but  no  Government 
that  can  make  any  pretensions  to  a  sound  policy, 
has  ever  adopted  a  system  of  forcing  capital  from 
one  branch  of  business  into  another,  and  of  driving 
labor  from  the  employment  in  which  it  has  been 
educated,  to  new  and  untried  occupations.  To 
England,  in  particular,  has  been  imputed  the  pol- 
icy of  encouraging  her  manufactures  by  commer- 
cial restrictions.  So  far,  sir,  from  crippling  her 
commerce,  it  has  been  the  uniform  policy  of  Eng- 
land to  promote  it  by  all  possible  means.  The 
constant  object  of  her  policy,  was  the  creation  of 
a  military  marine.  It  was  on  that,  that  her  own 
safety,  and  the  safety  of  her  distant  possessions,  de- 
pended. If  she  imposed  restrictions,  she  consid- 
ered them  a  part  of  her  colonial  policy.  They 
were  restrictions  which  she  bore  not  herself,  but 
the  burden  of  which  she  imposed  on  her  colonies. 
She  compelled  them  to  purchase  of  her,  almost 
every  manufactured  article,  and  for  that  purpose 
excluded  from  them  the   foreign  manufacture. 


These  colonies,  extendinff  from  the  regkm  of  ik 
tropics  to  the  icy  circle  of  the  North,  with  a  pop- 
ulation of  hardy  adventoreis,  constantly  increasbg, 
every  day  augmented  their  demands  on  dwfflodRr 
country  tor  her  manofaotores,  which  demuds.  in 
turn,  every  day  augmented  the  stm  of  her  muih 
factttting  capital  and  labor.  It  is  said  bf  i  writer 
on  this  subject,  some  time  previoos  to  tkeRerolu- 
tion,  that  the  popolatien  of  the  cotooie  tha 
amounted  to  one  million  of  white  penoni,  and  five 
hundred  thousand  slaves,  and  that  erm  white 
person  in  the  colonies  gare  emplovment  to  fw 
persons  in  England .  1 1  was  her  coioBio,  aoil  o(K 
ner  commercial  restrictions  alone,  which  so  a- 
tended  and  increased  her  manafaetores. 

But  the  example  of  Spain  has  been  named  » 
the  reverse  of  that  of  Enghmd.    Sir,  it  was  dc! 
the  want  of  commercial  restrictions;  it  was  Boe 
her  free  commerce,  that  reduced  her  to  WKtebed- 
ness  and  misery.    There  is  no  country  which  k 
carried  the  principle  of  privilege  and  ezcksioDt!) 
a  greater  extent.    One  city  formerly  engrossed  tk 
commerce  of  South  America ;  latterly,  it  wis  di- 
vided among  four.    She  undertook  to  suppif  kr 
colonies  with  manufactures,  and  she  imported  tke 
precious  metals  to  the  full  extent  of  the  wishes  i 
the  friends  of  exclusion.    Bnt  it  was  not  her  com- 
mercial policy — it  was  the  rigor  of  her  Oorero- 
ment — it  was  the  sanguinary  cruelty  t^bereeeie- 
siastical  despotism,  that  degraded  her  from  her  for- 
mer rank  among  nations.    In  a  country  where  the 
Viceroy  was  legalized  to  plunder  the  sohiect,  that 
the  Crown  might,  in  turn,  plunder  the  Viceroy: 
in  a  country,  the  streets  of  whose  cities  weie 
thronged  by  day  with  processiotts  of  monb  and 
friars,  and  lighted  by  n^ht  with  the  torch  of  the 
Inqunsition  in  quest  of  her  victim ;  in  a  eoostrr 
where  the  arts  and  sciences  were  proscribed,  m 
life,  liberty,  and  property,  found  no  seearitr,  i< 
would  have  been  a  prodigy,  indeed,  had  afiKtrl* 
ture,  or  commerce,  or  manufactures,  floorisM^of 
otherwise  than  withered  under  the  iotQeoceofher 
tyranny.    The  present  flourishing  coiiditio&  of 
France  has  been  named :  but  France  eojofed  the 
full  benefit  of  the  restrictive  system  of  Napoleoe. 
and  yet  we  are  told,  that,  when  she  emerged  frea 
it,  she  had  retrograded  half  a  century.    The  Neth- 
erlands has  been  named  as  furnishing  an  eztopie 
of  the  efiects  of  a  free  commerce,  and  hareheea 
contrasted  vrith  the  condition  of  Fraaee.  The 
freedom  of  her  commerce  seemed  to  aiibrd  grao^ 
for  stating,  as  a  matter  of  inference,  it  is  presoo^ 
that  she  had  no  manufaeturesi    Sir,  Datcb  iodi^ 
try  and  Dutch  ingenuity  are  prov«tol  all  over  the 
world.    She  eanv  furnished  England  with  the 
germ  of  her  woollen  manufacture,  in  the  ariiaB^ 
who  fled  from  Ghent,  from  Bruges,  and  Lotiais^ 
and  sought  shelter  under  the  protection  of  an  fiDf' 
lish  monarch.    And  even  now,  after  kariDgti^ 
stripped  of  her  liberties,  cast  down,  and  sco82f| 
with  the  restrictive  system  of  her  conqueror,  her 
manufactures  are  respectable :  she  still  exports  h? 
woollens,  her  linens,  her  glass,  and  her  mao&s^ 
tures  from  iron  and  steel. 

But  our  experience,  under  the  prohibitoiT^ 
on  coarse  cottons,  is  relied  upon  as  settlisf  ^^' 
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qnesdoo  conelHsirely.  Upon  this  point,  I  ask  the 
pvucoUr  attention  of  the  Committee^  and  I  am 
pre^ued  to  say,  that,  if  the  condition  or  the  manu- 
[aetorn,  wbieh  it  is  theobjeet  of  this  bill  to  promote, 
be  tbe  same  with  that  of  the  cotton  manufactore 
io  1816,  it  will  justify,  in  relation  to  them,  a  simi^ 
lar  course  of  policy.  Bat,  before  their  claim  to 
die  benefit  of  that  policy  can  be  established,  it 
ooght  to  be  shown,  that  their  condition  brings 
them  within  its  principle.  No  attempt  has  been 
made  to  show  this.  Now,  sir^  what  was  the  stto- 
adoD  of  the  cotton  mannfactonng  business  in  1816? 
Aocordiog  to  the  report  of  the  Comittittee  of  Con* 
merceaod  Manniactnres,  the  year  prerioas  (1815) 
90,000  bskft  of  cotton  were  consumed,  and  one 
kuadred  thousand  pefsons  employed  in  this  branch 
of  doocBtie  manufactures.  Capital,  to  the  amoont 
of  many  millions,  had  been  invested  in  machinery 
ud  fixtures  of  Taiions  kinds.  Shortly  after  the 
reiam  of  peace,  and  the  consequent  influx  of  for* 
eigs  goo^  three*foarths,  and  perhaps  more,  of 
this  rapitsl  was  rendered  useless,  and  ttiree-fourths 
or  more  of  this  labor  was  thrown  out  of  employ-* 
mat.  Here,  then,  was  a  vast  amount  of  raw  ma- 
terial) of  machinery  for  its  manufacture,  and  of 
manahetariog  labcT,  lying  donnant  and  going  to 
deca]r..4iipiuriag  bat  the  exclusion  ol  a  flimsy  for- 
eigo  fabric  to  put  them  in  operation  and  save  them, 
to  tile  ooBBtry  as  well  as  to  indtWduals,  from  the 
destruetioii  with-whioh  they  were  threatened.  The 
tariff  of  1816  was,  therefore,  a  mere  act  of  preser- 
Tition.  It  did  not  drire  capital  and  labor  out  of 
one  braach  of  business  into  another ;  but  it  pro-" 
teeted  them  both,  where  peace  and  cemmer^ 
fouod  them.  It  did  not  propose  to  create  manu- 
iaeuiies  by  destroying  commerce^  but  to  preveat 
commeroe  from  destroying  maaailactores  already 
aistiag.  Now,  sir,  turn  your  attention  to  those 
branehesof  maattfactures  which  this  bill  is  more 
isriiealarly  intended  now  to  protect.  Is  it  said, 
tnd  can  it  be  said^  that  any  portion  of  their  capi* 
^  is  rendered  useless?  that  maaufacturtag  sloll 
aad  iodnatry  wants  employment?  that  the  raw 
natcrial  prepared  for  consumption  lies  uneon- 
HU&ed,  asd  machinery  useless,  and  that  nothing  is 
vvtti&g  in  order  to  pot  these  extensive  means  in 
opentioD  but  the  adoptios  of  this  bill?  Sir,  so 
jv  from  this  being  the  case^  it  must  be  aoknow* 
hedged,  by  the  friends  of  the  bill  themselTcs,  that 
<^apital,  and  skill,  and  labor^  most  bediTened  from 
")flr  present  empleyniant,  m  order  to  produce  the 
Decenary  means.  The  condition,  then,  of  the 
^^Qfaetoicr,  at  present,  is  not  that  of  the  cotton 
°^>ftetai»r  in  1S16  $  andy  to  extend  the  prtnei-' 
pleof  theuriff  of  1816,  in  relation  to  coarse  cot- 
^  io  order  to  protect  all  the  maoufaotures  en^ 
Q'^ced  bj  this  bill,  is  to  apply  the  same  principle 
tosubjecu  not  analogous^  and  to  expect  that  the 
^^  efieeu  will  proMed  from  causes  that  are  es< 
*«tially  different. 

This  bill  does  not  propose  to  preserve  the  means 
of  maBQftctoring  aireauiy  in  existence,  but  it  is, 
m  fact,  a  proposition  to  create  additional  mnne- 
taetures  before  we  are  piovided  with  the  additional 
Biaas  for  the  purpose.  For,  sir,  in  what  do  these 
iiditional  means  consist  ?    Unquestionably  they 


consist  in  additional  capital—- in  an  additional 
number  of  manufacturing  laborers ;  in  additional 
skill,  and  in  additional  practical  knowledge  of  the 
arts,  connected  with  the  manufactures,  to  be  pro- 
moted; for  such  knowledge  is  indispensable  to  the 
economical  direction  of  capital,  of  labor,  and  of 
skill.' 

This  additional  capital  must  consist,  not  merely 
of  money — for  that,  in  truth,  foons  but  a  very 
small  portion  of  the  capital  vested  in  manufac- 
tures— ^it  must  consist  ot  an  additional  quantity 
of  the  nvw  material,  of  the  sustenance  for  mborers, 
and  of  additional  lahor'4«vittg  machinery  and 
usefid  inventions,  foreign  as  well  as  domestic. 
The  raw  material,  considered  in  reference  to  this 
bill,  must  consist  of  an  additional  quantity  of  cot- 
ton, of  wool,  of  hemp  and  flax,  of  iron,,  and  of  all 
the  various  nnds  of  roetab.  With  the  exception 
of  cotton,  our  country,  so  far  from  being  provided 
with  a  sufficiency  for  additional  manufactures, 
actually  imports  immenae  quantities  for  the  con^ 
sumption  of  those  which  we  already  have  in 
operation. 

A  great  proportion  of  the  sustenance  of  labor, 
considered  as  consisting  of  food  and  raiment,  is  of 
foreign  growth  and  manufacture.  Thus  evincing 
that  no  small  portion  of  this  item  for  manufactur- 
ing capital  is,  furnished  by  foreign  countries.  It 
is  a  portion,  too,  which  forms  a  part  of  the  wages 
of  labor,  and  consists  of  the  very  articles  which  it 
is  the  policy  of  this  bill  to  exclude,  but  of  which 
an  additional  quantity  is  necessary,  in  order  to 
establish  additional  manufactures. 

But,  where  is  your  additional  manufacturing 
labor;  where  your  additional  skill,  and  where 
your  additional  practical  knowledge  neeessary  for 
the  economiod  direction  of  the  means  ?  You  have 
it  not;  yon  can  find  it  nowhere  beyond  its  present 
employment ;  you  mtist  wait  until  it  is  produced ; 
until  time  and  nature  has  created  it.  For  this 
bill  creates  nothing ;  it  can  only  modify  that  which 
is  already  in  eastence.  Now,  sir^  where  are  the 
materials  out  of  which  these  additional  means  are 
to  be  produced? 

A  taige  proportion  of  the  national  capital  ex* 
hibita  itself  in  the  shape  of  cultivated  lands,  ex- 
tending from  the  extrenie  limits  of  Maine  to  the 
banks  of  the  Blassissippi,  aad  beyond,  them.  It 
exhibits  itself  in  buildiiigs  and  agricultwal  imr 
provements  of  every  description;  in  stock*  in 
farming  utensils,  and  in  the  domestic  oommrts 
and  conveniences  of  all  kinds,  adapted  to  our  pre- 
sent avocations,  wants,  or  wishes.  The  share  inr 
'vested  in  mercantile  employments  shows  itself  in 
your  commercial  cities;  their  shipping,  their 
wharves,  their  warehouses,  and  in  the  merchan- 
dise,  and  in  the  debts  due  to  the  merchant. 

Your  labor  is  agricultural ;  and  that  part  which 
must  be  diverted,  is  employed  in  producing  ex* 
ports,  with  which  foreian  manufactures  are  pur* 
chased,  and  from  which  your  present  revenue  is 
derived ;  or  it  is  commercial,  and  is  employed  in 
navigating  your  ships,  in  constructing  and  build* 
ing  them,  and  in  aUthe  arts  connected  with  com* 
merce. 

Now,  sir,  what  change  must  these  materials  im- 
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dergo,  in  order  to  form  the  Decessary  means  for 
the  establishment  of  additional  manufactures? 
Capital  must  be  withdrawn  from  commerce  and 
agriculture,  and  be  converted  into  machinery,  into 
the  raw  material,  into  the  sustenance  and  wages 
of  labor.  Labor  must  be  diverted  from  its  agri- 
cultural and  commercial  employments — must'seek 
new  situations  and  adopt  new  habits ;  skill  must 
be  acquired  and  practical  knowledge  obtained; 
and,  for  the  acquisition  of  either,  time  and  expe- 
rience are  indispensable. 

But,  if  capital  must  assume  new  forms,  and 
labor  engage  in  new  and  untried  employments, 
agriculture  must  likewise  change  her  character  to 
a  certain  extent,  and  bring  forth  new  products ; 
less  must  be  produced  for  exportation,  and,  in  its 
place,  the  raw  material.  Hemp,  flax,  and  wool, 
for  home  consumption,  must  be  cultivated  on  that 
land  which  now  bears  the  srain  for  the  foreign 
market ;  skill  is  as  essential  in  agriculture  as  m 
manufactures ;  and  a  practical  knowledge  of  the 
mode  of  culture  to  be  adopted,  and  of  the  soils  in 
which  each  product  will  best  succeed — of  the  na- 
ture, as  well  as  the  extent  of  the  demand  to  be 
supplied,  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  success  of 
the  rural  economist,  whatever  may  be  the  business 
in  which  he  engaces. 

A  change  eauafly  important,  though  not  so  dif- 
ficult, must  take  place  in  commerce;  she  must 
abandon  her  foreign  for  domestic  channels ;  new 
markets  must  be  sought  and  new  markets  found ; 
a  knowledge  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  their 
demands  and  supplies  obtained,  and  mutual  con- 
fidence established,  to  furnish  a  foundation  for  in- 
dividual credit  This  change,  in  speculation, 
may  appear  to  be  a  trifling  one ;  but  to  the  mer- 
chant engaged  in  foreign  trade,  it  would  be  really 
important,  and,  if  suddenly  forced  upon  him,  might 
result  in  ruinous  consequences. 

When  these  changes  are  effected,  we  shall  then 
have  the  means  of  manufacturing  with  success, 
but  it  is  all  important  to  the  community  that  this 
change  should  take  place  gradually,  and  in  a  na- 
tural order ;  effects  should  follow  causes,  without 
being  forced  by  adventitious  aids,  in  that  order 
which  nature  has  prescribed  to  them.  Capital 
ought  not  to  be  transferred  until  the  additional 
manufacturing  labor  and  skill,  and  practical  know- 
ledge, can  be  commanded ;  nor  the  raw  material 
produced  before  the  means  for  manufacturing  it 
are  provided. 

Now,  sir,  this  bill  does  go  to  force  upon  us  this 
change  without  the  necessary  preparation.  Its 
first  and  immediate  obiect,  is  a  change  in  prices, 
and  its  adoption  will  thus  far  accomplish  its  ob- 
ject. Its  immediate  effect  will  be.  to  advance 
the  price  of  all  manufactured  articles,  both  for- 
eign and  domestic.  It  will  produce  a  correspond- 
inff  advance  of  the  price  of  manufacturing  labor, 
skQl,  and  capital.  In  commerce  it  must  produce 
a  depression  of  prices.  It  must  diminish  the  value 
of  ships,  of  wharves,  of  warehouses,  of  the  labor 
of  the  mariner,  of  the  shipwright,  and,  generally, 
of  all  mechanical  labor  connected  with  commerce. 
This  fluctuation  of  prices — this  uncertainty  of 
values,  will  form  the  proper  element  for  the  Dold  | 


and  heedless  speculator.  Through  hiia,asiHideft 
transition  of  capital,  from  commercial  iDTCkUDenu 
to  manufactures,  must  take  |ilace.  This  most 
leave  a  portion  of  fixed  capital  in  commerce  abso- 
lutely lost,  and  a  portion  oi  labor  absolnteljrtlirowQ 
out  of  employment,  and  reduced  to  beggary  ud 
want.  Nor  must  the  agricultural  intoeit  safer 
less.  The  farmer,  deprived  of  the  utility  of  his 
former  experience^  wiU  be  left  to  rely  opoait,  lo 
be  uniformly  deceived  in  its  results.  He  wiU  su\i 
go  on  to  produce  what  he  now  produces,  wiihoet 
accommodating  himself  to  the  changes  that  tab 
place,  until  rqieated  trials  and  repeated  failiuo 
have  furnished  instruction  for  the  fotaie.  Fa 
there  is  no  employment  in  which  improTeiDeDa 
are,  and  must,  from  the  very  nature  oi  things,  be, 
more  gradual  and  slow,  than  in  agriculttire;  bot 
one  crop  of  the  same  kind  is  produced  in  a  y«v. 
and  but  one  experiment  can  annually  be  made 
upon  it. 

Nor  will  your  existing  manufactures  suffer  leu 
than  either.  Their  newly  formed  rivals  mosi 
create  a  great  demand  for  manufacturing  laboras, 
and  raw  and  unskilful  hands  must  be  employed, 
for  the  want  of  better.  This  deficiency  of  t&e 
necessary  skill  and  knowledge  wUl  produce  erode 
and  half-wrought  manufactures  to  be  forced  opoD 
the  consumer,  to  the  injury  of  the  repataUoo  of 
domestic  fabrics,  generallv.  Should  tkise  cofi- 
sequences  be  accompaniea  with  an  excise,  and 
with  direct  taxation,  may  there  not  be  a  revul- 
sion overthrowing  the  whole  system?  Thos^ui, 
after  all  this  waste  of  capital  and  labor,  after  aA 
this  destruction  of  happiness  and  property,  yoo 
will  find  that  you  have  only  increased  the  qoao- 
tity,  Without  improving  its  quality;  that  whit 
you  have  gained  in  one  way,  has  actually  bMi 
lost  in  another ;  and  that  it  would  have  bees  fir 
better  not  to  have  undertaken  to  manu&cUueiU 
that  we  consum^  untU  the  means  for  the  purpose 
had  been  regularly  and  naturally  produced. 

But,  sir,  there  are  causes  in  operation  whichtre 
produciuff  the  necessary  means,  and  which  do  not 
require  the  adventitious  aid  of  this  bill.  Sir,i 
confess  that  I  was  somewhat  surprised  that  tk 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures 
should  deem  the  very  cause  which  b  prodaciag* 
in  the  mode  most  desirable,  the  venr  enect  wbici 
this  bill  contemplates  a  subject  ot  depreeiatioft 
and  complaint.  I  allude  to  the  decline  of  oar 
foreign  market,  and  of  the  diminution  of  oar  Al- 
ports. With  what  is  it  that  the  farmer  purchixs 
the  foreign  manufacture  but  with  the  prodoc^ 
which  he  sells  to  the  merchant  for  esportatioa' 
But  if  the  foreign  market  falls  ofi;  the  merchio^ 
will  no  longer  purchase  for  exportation,  and  tbe 
farmer  will  no  longer  raise  produce  for  tbelbfeigs 
market,  and  can  therefore  no  longer  purcha^<» 
the  merchant  the  foreign  manufacture.  Bui  k 
must  still  supply  himself;  he  must  supply  tis 
family  with  the  necessaries  of  life;  and  ho%^ 
by  employing  that  very  land  which  now  no  lo>^ 
bears  produce  for  the  foreign  market,  in  raistsf  ^ 
raw  material  for  the  manufacture  which  ^^ 
merly  imported  ?  Those  fields,  therefwe,  «i^ 
once  bore  the  wheat  for  the  foreign  inarheL  ^^ 
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now  grazed  by  his  flocks,  or  produce  the  hemp  and 
flu  for  domestic  consamption.  And  land  thus 
dfToted  to  the  production  of  the  raw  material,  in- 
creues  jost  in  proportion  as  our  exports  fall  off, 
vu)  oor  imports  diminish,  thus  supplying  the  de- 
licieocy  gradually  and  naturally.  Skill  and  man- 
o/ieturing  labor  gradually  increases,  and  just  in 
ppottion  as  more  and  more  of  the  raw  material 
IS  produced.  The  producer's  family  manufactures 
a  portion  of  the  fleece;  or  it  passes  into  the  hands 
of  him  who  cards  it,  then  to  him  who  spins  it  by 
the  aid  of  machinery ;  from  him  to  the  family 
who  weaves  it  into  cloth  j  thence  to  him  who 
colors  it,  and  thence  to  the  clothier,  who  gives  it 
its  final  touch ;  thus,  everywhere  absorbing  labor, 
ererphere  improvine  skill,  and  everywhere  ad- 
Tanciog  the  practical  knowledge  of  the  various 
processes  through  which  it  passes.  Sir,  these 
effects  are  going  on  under  our  own  observation. 
Never  was  a  greater  spirit  of  improvement  abroad 
imoog  the  people  of  any  country  on  earth.  Phi- 
losophjr,  the  pioneer  of  society,  is  in  advance, 
searcbiDg  out  our  natural  resources ;  and  the  use- 
ful arts  rapidly  pressing  on  her  steps.  That  emi^ 
giition  which,  during  the  last  twenty  or  thirty 
yean,  peopled  the  region  beyond  the  ^Ueg^hany, 
ills,  io  consequence  ot  the  falling  off  of  our  foreign 
oariet,  stopped ;  and  our  populalion  is  every- 
vkre  condensing  and  exploring  their  local  advan- 
tages. Agricultural  and  manufacturing  societies, 
awarding  bounties  and  premiums  for  excellence, 
are  everywhere  established  or  establishing ;  the 
useful  arts  are  in  every  class  of  society  a  topic  of 
cooTersatioD,  and  the  spirit  with  which  they  are 
purraed  seems  to  border  on  enthusiasm. 

Whik  these  improvements  are  gradually  going 
00  ia  the  country  at  large,  capital  is  gracTually 
passing  from  commercial  to  manufacturing  invest- 
nints,  collecting  the  means  which  we  have  seen 
are  diffused  and  gradually  increasing  throuehout 
thecoiutry ;  aiding  labor  by  machinery,  and  skill 
W » farther  division  of  labor.  These  investments 
ire  proportioned  to  the  diminution  of  our  com- 
merce, to  the  deficiency  of  our  foreign  supplies, 
and  to  the  production  of  the  raw  material,  of 
^bor,  of  skill,  and  of  practical  knowledge.  These 
^^^i^oges are eoing  on  harmoniously;  no  violence, 
no  jarriog of  conflicting  causes;  it  is  a  change 
going  OQ  unfeit,  and  uown  only  by  Che  happy 
^ts  which  it  produces. 

Sir,  the  rapidity  with  which  domestic  manu- 
nctnres  have  mcrnised,  and  are  increasing,  under 
^e  iaflaence  of  these  causes,  is  wonderful.  In 
1802~'3.)4,  the  average  amount  of  imports  con- 
somed  in  the  country  was  forty-six  millions,  (using 
foaod  numbers ;)  our  population  was  about  four 
nuUions.  In  18§1,  the  domestic  consumption  of 
ioiports  was  forty-one  millions,  and  our  popula- 
tion was  nearly  ten  millions. '  Thus,  domestic 
manofactores  have  more  than  doubled,  in  less 
[pill  twenty  years,  and  supplied  nearly  six  mil- 
iiODs  of  inhabitanu  more«  in  1821,  than  both  for- 
c^  and  domestic  manuractures  supplied  in  1802, 
1803,  and  1804.  This  increase  results  from  the 
^irit  and  enterprise  of  our  people ;  from  our  free 
■utitotioas;  from  our  increasing  and  condensing 


population ;  and  from  the  political  state  of  the 
world.  These  are  permanent  causes,  and  must 
continue  to  operate. 

And,  sir^  may  we  not  hope— may  we  not  confi- 
dently believe-^that  our  foreign  commerce*  has 
reached  its  utmost  point  of  depression,  and  that, 
considered  absolutely  and  without  reference  to  our 
increasing  ponulation,  it  will,  if  subjected  to  no 
impolitic  legislattve  restraints,  continue  in  amount 
nearly  what  it  now  is,  until  aided  by  domestic 
manuiacturingindustrv,  unrestrained  and  untaxed, 
ita^in  begins  to  swell  the  amount  of  our  exports^ 
and,  in  return,  increase  the  amount  of  our  imports 
of  foreign  products.  Our  present  source  of  reve- 
nue would,  in  such  case,  continue  to  furnish  Gov- 
ernment the  necessary  supply,  and  render  a  resort 
to  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties  unnecessary ;  a 
mode  of  taxation  to  which  Government  wiU 
shortly  be  under  the  necessity  of  resorting,  if  this 
bill,  in  its  present  shape,  is  adopted. 

But  it  seems  that  this  bill  is  necessary,  not 
merely  for  the  promotion  of  our  manufactures,  but 
in  order  to  regulate  the  balance  of  trade,  which  is 
said  to  be  most  ruinously  against  us.  Before  we 
do  this,  however,  it  will  be  well  to  determine  what 
this  balance  of  trade  is,  and  whether  it  is  a  trade 
which  this  countrv  can  advantaffeously  pursue. 
If  it  be  such  a  traoe,  I  care  not.  now  its  balance 
stands  in  fiffures ;  it  is  a  trade  which  we  ought 
not  to  abandon.  But,  in  what,  sir,  does  this  bal- 
ance against  us  consist  ?  It  is  said  to  be  in  the 
excess  of.  our  imports  over  our  exports ;  in  other 
words,  the  values  which  we  bring  into  the  coun- 
try are  greater  in  amount  than  the  values  carried 
out  of  it.  Well,  now,  sir,  will  those  who  are  com- 
plaining that  the  balance  of  trade  is  against  us, 
tell  me  of  what  value  that  trade  would  be,  which 
carried  out  of  the  country  more  than  it  brought 
into  it  ?  They  will  possibly  say  that  the  excess 
s,hould  be  returned  in  specie.  But  why  in  specie  ? 
That  commodity  is  not  a  necessary  of  life.  It  is 
hot  food  or  raiment.  'Tis  not  from  the  storm  a 
shelter,  nor  from  the  heat  a  shade ;  it  is  of  no  use, 
except  when  applied  to  the  purchase  of  a  supply 
of  what  is  necessary  or  nsetul.  Now,  if  the  ex- 
cess comes  in  the  shape  of  this  supply,  is  it  not 
jost  as  well?  It  certainly  is;  but  it  ooes  come 
in  the  shape  of  this  supply  of  the  necessary  and 
useful — ^it  is  food — it  is  clothing — it  is  the  imple- 
ments of  a  man's  trade  or  business  in  life.  It 
forms  a  part  of  the  capital  of  the  farmer,  the  la- 
borer, the  mechanic.  It  is  so  much  capital  ap- 
plied to  reproduction.  It  enlarges  your  agriciu- 
ture;  it  extends  your  commerce;  it  increases  your 
manufactures ;  it  augments  your  population,  and 
consequently  your  capacity  to  produce  and  your 
capacity  to  consume.  From  the  first  moment  that 
our  ancestors  sat  foot  on  these  shores,  we  have 
always  had  just  such  a  Glance  of  trade  as  this  is, 
and  it  has  always  been  producing  just  such  efiects. 
And  Heaven  grant  that  this  balance  may  long 
continue,  or,  at  least,  as  long  as  such  effects  are 
produced  by  iL  The  whole  diflSculty  (if  there  be 
any  about  it)  may  be  removed  in  a  very  few 
words.  If  you  purchase  what  can  be,  and  what 
is,  applied  to  reproduction,  the  trade  is  advantage- 
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oils.  I  care  not  how  it  stands  in  the  artthmetie 
of  the  conntioff-bonse.  You  part  with  that  which 
is  useless  for  that  which  is  useful.  The  seleetion 
of  the  articles  purchased,  depends  entirely  on  the 
individual  piurchaser,  upon  ois  hahits,  his  moral 
feelings,  his  judgment — ^in  one  wofd,  upon  indi> 
vidual  economy. 

But  it  may  m  said  that  we  are  procuring  this 
excess  of  our  imports  beyond  our  exports  on  credit. 
Be  it  so ;  the  case  is  not  altered.  A  man  vests  the 
whole  of  bis  capital  in  machinery  and  the  wages 
of  labor;  but  he  still  wants  soraethinff  else  to  ren- 
der  his  capital,  in  this  form,  useful.  It  is  the  raw 
material.  Well,  suppose  he  procures  the  material 
on  eredit,  then,  in  the  lanffoage  of  the  day,  the 
balance  of  traoe  is  against  nim ;  call  it  what  you 
please,  it  is  a  tiansaetion  advantageous  to  him ;  it 

fives  him  the  means  of  rendering  his  capital  pro- 
table,  and  of  increasing  his  wealth — of  paying  off 
the  deot  which  he  thus  contracts,  and  of  extending 
bis  credit  still  further.  NoWj  suf^tose  that  the 
situation  of  a  nation,  engaged  in  various  pursuit, 
be  precisely  analogous  to  the  case  mentioned ;  it 
comes  to  tne  same  point.  The  nation  is  made  up 
of  individuals,  and  the  capital  of  the  nation  is  the 
sum  total  of  the  capital  of  individuals^  and  that- 
course  of  trade  which  increases  the  capital  of  each 
individual,  increases  likewise  the  whol^  capital  of 
the  nation.  In  a  word,  that  is  a  benefit  to  the 
whole  nation  which  is  a  benefit  to  all  its  parts. 

That  for  which  credit  is  thus  obtainea,  is  ap- 
plied to  the  permanent  improvements  of  the  coun- 
try. It  exhibits  itself  in  tne  elegant  palace  of  the 
man  of  wealth  and  taste;  in  the  plain,  but  com- 
fortable mansion  of  the  farmer ;  in  the  humble, 
but  decent  cottage  of  the  laborer.  It  hews  down 
the  forests ;  it  peoples  your  plains,  your  mountains, 
your  valleys,  and  your  floods.  It  extends  the 
sphere  of  cultivation  everywhere ;  clothes  every 
form  with  the  efieots  of  your  own  industry ;  and 
spreads  throturhout  even  inanimate  creation  the 
appearance  ofyonr  own  wisdom  and  intelligence. 
Consumption,  indeed,  increases,  but  the  power  to 
produce  increases  beyond  it.  Hence,  new  de- 
mands ;  and  hence,  new  credits,  which  are  still 
paid  off  by  an  ever-augmenting  capacity  to  pro- 
duce. 

One  word  more;  sir,  and  I  have  don&  I  wish 
that  it  might  be  distinctly  understood  that  I  am 
opposed  to  this  bill,  because  its  policy  goes  too  far ; 
because  it  must  produce  a  sudden  transition  of 
capital  and  labor  from  one  branch  of  business  to 
another,  without  the  necessary  preparation :  and 
because  it  does  not  appear  but  that  capital  and 
labor,  engaged  in  manufactures,  is  already  profit- 
ably employed ;  and  not  because  I  am  opposed  to 
protecting  domestic  manufactures,  when  protec- 
tion is  necessary.  When,  by  the  course  of  politi- 
cal events,  or  the  prtssure  of  a  foreign  policy, 
capital  already  invested,  and  manofheturing  skill 
already  acquired,  is  thrown  out  of  emplovment, 
protecting  duties,  to  restore  them  to  useralness, 
are  undoubtedly  proper.  I f,  therefore,  in  the  course 
of  the  investigation  of  this  subject  it  shall  appear 
that  any  manufacture,  the  protection  of  which  is 
an  object  of  this  bill,  comes  within  this  principle. 


I  shall  have  no  objection  to  extending  to  it  the 
neces.«ary  protection.  With  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, I  shall  not  vote  for  striking  out  the  enacting 
clausej  becauK  it  is  possible  that  the  bill  may  yet 
be  brought  to  correspond  better  with  what  f  con- 
ceive to  be  a  proper  policy  in  rriation  to  domestjb 
manufactures;  but,  unless  it  is,  I  shall  be  com- 
polled  to  vote  against  it  on  the  final  question. 
When  Mr.  Durfbe  had  concluded — 
Mr.  FoRWARO,  of  Pennsylvania,  in  a  speech  of 
half  an  hour's  length,  replied  to  Mr.  DimrEB,  and 
in  support  of  the  principles  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  GoRHAM,  of  Massachusetts,  then  took  the 
floor,  and  spoke  for  considerably  more  than  aa 
hour,  in  earnest  opposition  to  the  principles  of  this 
bill.  When,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Woodson,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


WBDNxaoAY,  February  5. 

On  motion  of  Mh  Rhea,  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims  was  dischai^ed 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petitioa  c^ 
Peter  Mills,  Amos  Cogswell,  Lewis  F.  Ddesdei^ 
nier,  James  Fitzimons,  and  Oeorge  Claghora  ; 
which  were  severally  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

Mr.  Plumer,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the  Com- 
mtttee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for  the  rdtef 
of  Joseph  Marechal ;  which  was  twice  read,  amf 
committed. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carc^ina,  ftovn  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief  of  Samuel  Hodgdon,"  reported  the  same  with 
an  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  BuBTis,  from  the  Committee  on  Mtlitary 
Affairs  who  were  instracted  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repairing  the  fort  at  SmithriOe. 
North  Carolina,  or  of  erecting  fortifications  at  a 
more  suitable  site,  made  a  report,  asking  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject ;  which  report  was  read  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Mr.  Stewart,  from  the  Committee  on  Rends 
and  Canals,  to  which  was  referred  certain  parts 
of  a  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bast  Pfor- 
ida,  in  relation  to  roads  and  bridges,  reported  a 
bill  to  authorize  the  laying  out  and  opening  cer- 
tain  public  roads  in  the  Territory  of  Floritte : 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Coa- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Unioa. 

Mr.  Cocks,  from  the  Committee  on  R«volo* 
ttonary  Pensions,  in  obedience  to  an  order  of  the 
House,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  L. 
Polereesky,  late  a  major  in  the  French  troops,  al- 
lied with  the  American  troops  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is 
committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Perry, 
mother  of  the  late  Oliver  H.  Perry. 

The  resolution  yesterday  moved  by  Mr.  Brepc- 
ENRiDOB  for  instructing  the  Military  Comnitvp 
to  establish  an  armory  on  the  Western  waie% 
being  the  subject  next  in  order— 

Mr.  Brbckbhridob  rose  and  said  that  he  an- 
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derstood,  aince  he  moved  thisrefolotion  yesterday, 
that  a  bill  had  been  reported  in  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature  proposing  the  establishment  of 
a  oational  armory  on  the  Western  waters.  For 
the  present,  therefore,  he  moved  to  lay  the  reso- 
lution on  the  table. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Abbot,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  instracted  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  coBcarrence  of  Congress  with  an 
act  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  '^  to  establish  the  fees 
for  harbor-master  and  health  officer  for  the  port 
of  Darien,  and  allow  them  the  same  fees  as  are 
allowed  the  barbor-master  and  health  officer  for 
the  ports  of  Savannah  and  St.  Mary's,"  passed 
the  10th  of  December,  1817. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tomlinson,  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  increasing  the  annual  appro- 
priation for  the  purpose  of  providing  arms  and 
military  eouipments  for  the  whole  body  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  States,  either  by  purchase 
or  manufacture. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  viz :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Buel ; 
An  act  to  establish  an  additional  land  office  in 
the  State  of  Missouri ;  An  act  to  divide  the  State 
of  Sooth  Carolina  into  two  judicial  districia ; 
An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act,  passed  the 
18th  of  April,  1806,  as  limits  the  price  of  certain 
lands  in  the  Slate  of  Tenaessee ;  and,  An  act 
providing  for  the  accommodation  of  the  cirenit 
court  of  the  United  States  for  Washington  conn- 
ty,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  the  pres- 
ervation  of  the  records  of  said  court;  in  which 
bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

BELIEF  OF  LAND  PUR0HA8ER8. 

Mr.  Cook,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  further  to  extend  the  pro- 
visions of  *'An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of 
public  land  prior  to  the  1st  of  July,  1820." 

The  bill  having  been  twice  read-— 

Mr.  Cook  moved  that  the  bill  be  ordered  to  be 
read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Cocke  rose  to  ask  an  explanation  of  the 
extent  of  the  cases  covered  by  this  bill,. and  their 
number.  He  was  opposed  on  principle  to  the 
grants  of  public  land  on  special  applications^  or 
to  particular  classes  or  sections  oi  the  coontrv. 
We  had  better  at  once  relinqiush  all  the  rigbt 
aad  title  of  the  United  Slates  to  the  puUic  laad 
than  ikus  give  it  away  piecemeal.  He  wished 
this  bill  to  take  the  course  of  other  bills ;  and  he 
therefore  moved  that  the  bill  should  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Cook  said  he  had  no  evpeetation  of  any 
debate  arising  on  this  bill,  to  which  he  had  not 
anticipated  any  objection.  He  assented  to  tbe 
biirs  lying  on  the  table,  believing  that,  if  it  was 
properly  understood,  there  would  oe  no  objection 
to  it. 

Tbe  bill  was  then  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 


FOREIGN  COINS. 

Mr.  Rochester,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  13th  ultimo,  and  who  were  instructed  on 
the  same  day  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
continuing  in  force,  for  a  furtber  term,  the  cur- 
rency of  the  crowns  and  five-franc  pieces  of 
France,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
r^^latin^  the  currency,  within  the  United  States, 
of  the  gcud  coins  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Por- 
tugal, and  Spain,  and  the  crowns  of  France  and 
five-franc  pieces,"  passed  on  the  29th  day  of 
April,  181 D,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  the 
crowns  of  France  and  five-franc  pieces;  which 
bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  whole  House  to  which  is  commit- 
ted the  bill  further  to  prolong  the  continuance  of 
the  Mint  at  Philadelphia.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

That,  by  the  act  of  the  29th  of  April,  1816,  these 
coins  were  declsred  to  be  a  tender  for  the  term  of  three 
yeirs;  the  crowns,  at  the  rate  of  117.6  cents  per  oz., 
and  the  francs  at  the  rale  of  116  cents  per  oz.  The 
former  hid  been  msde  a  tender  by  two  earlier  acts, 
which  bad  been  allowed  to  expire.  Foreign  gold  coins 
ceased  to  be  a  tender  on  the  1st  November,  1819 ;  and, 
on  the  3d  March,  1819,  the  act  of  the  29th  April,  1816, 
was  eontinued  in  force,  so  fiir  as  related  to  crowns  and 
francs,  until  the  29th  April,  1821.  On  the  3d  March, 
1821,  it  was  farther  continued  in  force,  to  the  same 
extent,  until  tbe  29th  April  next.  From  assays  lately 
made  at  the  Mint,  the  value  of  these  coins,  per  ounce, 
has  been  ascertained  to  be  greater  than  that  of  Span- 
ish milled  dollars,  and  of  American  silver  coins. 

It  is  believed  the  acts  above  referred  to  were  passed 
vrith  little  or  no  opposition,  and  that  no  complaints 
have  been  made  respecting  their  practical  effects;  and 
when  we  take  into  view  the  increasing  difficulty  of 
fblfilling  engagements  by  specie  payments,  which  is 
the  inevitable  consequence  of  the  acknowledged  dimi- 
nution of  the  aggregate  amount  of  our  metallic  medium 
during  the  current  year,  the  expediency  of  continuing 
crowns  and  five  franc  pieces  a  tender,  for  a  further 
tern,  forces  itself  upon  the  minds  of  your  committee 
more  strongly  tfian  at  any  former  period. 

It  is  believed  that  the  gold  coins,  both  foreign  and 
domestic,  have  been  almost  wholly  exported.  They 
have  certainly  been  withdrawn  from  circulation  to  sucn 
an  extent,  diat  some  very  intelligent  writers  have  as- 
serted, with  every  probability  of  being  correct,  that 
there  is  not  now  in  the  United  States  one  gold  coin 
for  every  thirty  that  were  in  the  oonntiy  five  years  ago. 
Without  inquiring  into  the  causes  which  have  produeed 
this  extraordinary  drain,  it  may  be  added  that  they 
have,  likewise;  operated  to  rid  us  of  American  and 
Spanioh  milled  dollars,  to  nearly  the  same  extent,  and 
have  left  in  the  country  searoely  any  of  its  usual  me- 
tollic  eunency,  except  that  which  consists  of  the  crowns 
of  France,  ir%  franc  pieces,  and  those  stiver  coins 
which  are  of  deneminations  less  than  a  dollar. 

In  corroboration  and  illustration  of  the  foregoing 
statement,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  aubioin  a  fow 
well  aooeitained  facts : 

There  is,  and  has  been  for  many  months,  an  uninter- 
rupted and  rising  demand,  in  our  seaport  towns,  for  all 
descriptions  of  gold  coins  and  dollars,  for  the  purpose 
of  remittances  to  foreign  countries.  It  it  well  known 
that  the  former  axe  never  imdemted  in  any  country. 
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vhiUt  the  Spanifh  milled  doUan  have  a  universalitj 
of  circulatioa  exceeding  that  of  any  other  coin.  The 
American  dollar  is  received  in  the  Eact  lodiea  at  from 
one  and  a  half  to  two  per  cent,  less  than  the  dollar  of 
Spain.  There  is  verj  little  foreign  demand  for  five 
franc  pieces,  and  none  for  crowns. 

The  balance  of  specie  and  bullion  exported  from  the 
United  States,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the 
90th  of  September  last,  according  to  the  castom-hoase 
ffntriesi  amoonts  to  $7,484,684;  but  it  is  supposed 
that  the  law  prohibiting  the  landing  of  specie,  without 
a  previous  entry  at  the  custom-bouae,  particatariy  that 
which  cornea  from  countries  where  its  exportation  is 
forbidden,  is  sometimes  evaded.  Whether  this  sur- 
mise be  true,  and  to  what  extent,  tho  committee  will 
not  undertake  to  say ;  nor  does  any  thing  beyond  an 
allusion  to  it  fall  within  the  scope  of  the  present  in- 
quiry. But  when  it  is  recollected  that  the  amount  of 
specie  exportations  may  also  be  underrated,  from  a 
portion  of  it  going  out  of  the  country  without  entry, 
it  requires  no  great  stretch  of  credulity  to  believe  that 
the  balance  against  the  United  States  for  the  said  year 
amounts  to  at  least  six  millions  of  dollars. 

There  is  no  reasonable  sroond  to  suppose  that  the 
account  current  has  assumed  a  more  favorable  aspect 
for  the  laat  four  months  ;  and  there  is  leas  doubt  that 
the  said  balance  ivas  made  up  principally,  if  not  alto- 
gether, of  gold  coins  and  of  dollars. 

In  consequence  of  the  high  rate  of  all  foreign  ex- 
change, especially  that  of  England,  which  has  for  a 
long  time  vibrated  from  10  to  12  per  cent,  it  haa  been 
confidently  asserted  that  some  of  the  banks  in  the 
largest  commercial  cities  in  the  Union,  in  conducting 
which  great  skill  and  foresight  have  generally  been  dis- 
covered, have  at  this  time  on  hand  a  greater  amount 
of  crowns  and  five  franc  pieces  than  of  all  other  de- 
scriptions of  specie;  and  that  none  of  them  have  much 
gold  of  any  kind,  and  scarcely  a  single  American  or 
Spanish  dollar. 

Your  committee  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  a 
better  »tate  of  things  exists  in  either  of  our  other  cities, 
with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  Philadelphia ;  the  prox- 
imity of  whose  moneyed  institutions  to  the  Mint  af- 
forda  them  some  little  additional  facilities  in  procuring 
coins  in  cases  of  emergency ;  and  not  including  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  possesses  a  decided 
advantage  over  all  the  others,  on  account  of  the  reve- 
nue depositee;  yet,  notwithstanding  such  an  immense 
advantage,  this  bank,  at  one  time,  found  it  necesaary 
to  import  quantities  of  foreign  coin,  specially  with  the 
view  to  meet  any  possible  exigency  which  might  press 
upon  it. 

As  one  among  the  many  proofs  that  might  be  ad- 
duced to  ahow  the  extent  and  rapidity  with  which  ape- 
cie  haa  been  baniahed  from  the  United  States,  the  com- 
mittee submit  a  statement,  which  they  think  wiU  not 
be  contradicted,  that  the  specie  in  the  Boston  banks, 
which,  in  January,  1821,  appears  to  have  amounted  to 
nearly  two  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars,  waa,  in  June 
laat,  reduced  to  $406,276.  It  ir  impoeaiUe  to  atata, 
with  any  certainty,  the  oomparative  extent  of  the 
whole  diminution  in  the  United  States;  but  many 
commercial  man  estimate  that  about  one-third  of  all 
the  specie  in  the  country  left  it  in  the  couma  of  the 
last  year. 

Should  the  act  of  Congress,  making  the  crowns  and 
francs  a  lawful  tender,  be  suffered  to  expire  at  this 
time,  and  any  aerious  or  large  demand  be  auddealy 
made  upon  the  banks,  they  might  find  it  extremely 


diflficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  meet  it.  Soch  an  evcM 
would  be  highly  injurious,  and  it  might,  therelere.  be 
dangerous  to  degrade  their  preeeiil  metallic  capital 
Even  now,  with  what  they  have  in  their  vaolts,  thtj 
are  frequently  subjected  to  unpleasant  embamssaieati 
in  providing  for  the  demands  which  are  oceastoiiallj 
made  from  one  commercial  plaee  on  another;  and  it 
is  believed  that,  for  nearly  a  year  pest,  their  phacipaJ 
support  and  credit  have  been  derived  from  mutual  for- 
bearance, superinduced  hy  mutual  wanta.  and  a  on- 
munity  of  interest. 

To  prove  that  these  conjectures  are  not  liaUacirak 
the  committee  will  not  go  beyond  the  banks  in  the 
Uistrict  of  Columbia,  under  the  immediate  eje  of  Cos- 
gress.  By  a  schedule  of  the  situation  of  the  elevea 
banks  in  this  District,  eontained  in  a  report  aabmixted 
to  Congress  in  April  laat,  it  appears  that,  at  that  tint, 
with  capitals  exceeding,  collectively,  $6,000,000,  thcr 
bad  an  aggregate  of  $955,712  in  notea,  in  circalatiaB: 
and  only  $262,187  of  specie,  in  all  their  Taalta. 

Under  the  preaent  state  of  the  money  market,  ahoaU 
it  long  continue  as  it  now  is,  a  formidable  reactioB 
must  ensue,  by  the  depreciation  of  all  property,  tbt 
withdrawal  from  circnlation  of  meet  of  the  aafie  paper 
medium,  and  the  conaequent  bankruptcy  of  wmtj  maaj 
of  our  most  enterpriaing  merchants. 

Whether  banks  have  been  productive  of  more  good 
than  evil  it  is  not  necessary  to  inquire ;  bat  It  may  be 
stated  that  they  are  now  so  complelelj  ftatened  npoa 
the  community,  and  their  credit  is  eo  intimafiriy  con- 
nected with  the  moneyed  interests  of  the  eseotry,  and 
any  shock  they  might  experience  would  be  m  a^erdy 
folt,  that  it  would  seem  to  be  the  poUcj  of  the  Gcneiai 
Government  to  afiford  them  support,  oompetiMe  with 
the  discreet  exereise  of  its  exclusive  power  to  regulate 
coina.  Past  experience,  and  present  exigeaciee,  dcarlj 
demonstrate  that  we  cannot  yet  diapense  with  the  use 
of  foreign  coins,  although  it  waa  confidently  predicted, 
thirty  years  ago,  by  some  of  our  statesmen,  that  theL^ 
beneficial  tendency  would  be  superseded,  1^  the  oper- 
ations of  the  Mint,  within  the  space  of  three  ycais. 

The  committee  are  aware  of  the  ioconvenieaoe  of 
using  a  variety  of  coins,  unequal  in  their  poritj ;  but 
cannot  resist  the  conviction  that,  as  a  temporary  expt- 
dient,  it  would  be  wise  in  Congress  to  extend  its  fo»- 
tering  care  to  the  banks,  by  assigning  a  determioai« 
legal  value  to  the  almost  only  coins  now  remaining  ia 
their  vaults. 

There  is  another  consideration  which  onght,  per- 
haps, to  be  adverted  to.  If  the  act  making  crowos  asd 
francs  a  tender  t>e  suffered  to  expire,  the  banka,  with 
the  exception  of  those  at  Philadelphia,  will  be  cam- 
polled  to  transport  those  coins  to  the  Mint,  at  gnec 
expense,  and  some  riak,  for  the  purpose  of  being  oea- 
verted  into  American  coins;  and  when  that  shall  be 
done  their  new  character  would  give  them  an  imme- 
diate passport  to  Enrope.  The  committee,  therefoea 
conclude  that,  while  it  ia  admitted  that  the  rate  of  ex- 
change ia  heavily  against  us,  the  predoua  metals  nipy- 
ly  vaniahing,  atocks  going  abroad,  propeKy  dtpien 
ating,'  and  insolvencies  mttltiplying«  every  indoeemaat 
should  be  held  out  for  the  importation  of  apecie  ant! 
bullion,  and  for  the  retention  of  that  which  our  cap- 
talista  now  poasess. 

The  committee  have  prepared  a  bill, 
crowna  and  five  franca  a  lawful  tender,  as 
untU  the  4th  day  of  March,  1825,  which  Ihejr  aakicave 
to  report. 
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Tjuasvbt  DuAmTxxsT,  Jan,  80, 18S8. 

Sim :  In  reply  to  jonr  letter  of  the  16th  inttant,  re- 
aesting  my  opinion  of  the  expediency  of  prolonging 
he  continaaoee  of  the  Mini  at  rhtladelphist  I  hare  the 
tonor  to  state  that,  in  my  opinion,  a  due  regard  to  the 
iiblic  interest  requires  that  that  establishment  ahoold 
e  continQed  for  some  time  longer  at  Philadelphia. 

The  present  state  of  our  currency  also  justifies  the 
>Dclusion,  that  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1821,  con- 
nuing  in  force,  for  the  term  of  two  years,  so  much  of 
16  act  of  the  29th  of  April,  1816,  as  makes  crowns 
nd  £▼£  franc  pieces  of  France  a  legal  tender  in  the 
symcnt  of  debts,  ought  to  be  continued  for  a  limited 
eriod. 

I  remain,  with  respect,  your  most  obedient  senrant, 

WM,  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  Wm.  B.  Rochkstir, 

Chairman  of  Select  Committee,  4-c. 

SUPPRESSION  OP  PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  submitted  the  foilowiog 
solution : 

*'  Beaohedf  That  a  oommittee  be  appointed  to  aa- 
ertain  by  whom  the  sappreasion  of  the  paragraph,  in 
t\e  letter  of  William  R.  Dickinson,  Cashier  of  the 
)enk  of  SteubeuTillf ,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
lated  the  3d  day  of  April  1819,  and  by  him  communi- 
ated  to  this  House  at  the  last  session,  was  caused, 
rith  Jea^e  to  sit  during  the  session,  with  power  to 
snd  for  persons  and  papers." 

Mr.  C.  said,  that,  in  sabmitting  this  resolution, 
e  disclaimed  aoy  tmajf  like  personal  motives.  He 
tood  in  the  relation  ofgood-wili  to  all  the  persons 
vho  might  be  implicated  in  any  manner  in  this 
iquirv.  If  be  knew  himself,  he  said,  he  did  not 
ear  ill  will  to  any  human  being  that  breathes. 
»at,  inasmuch  as  he  had  taken  some  part  in  the 
iscu9sion  of  the  resolution,  out  of  which  srew  the 
ite  report  of  a  committee  upon  this  subject,  he 
ras  in  some  degree  induced  by  that  consideration 
)  propose  a  further  inquiry  on  the  subject.  When 
dvocating  that  resolution,  he  said,  he  was  under 
he  influence  of  an  indignant  feeling — a  feeling 
latural  to  all  men  on  suspicion  of  a  fraud  having 
»een  committed,  and  that  was  the  only  feeling  of 
lis  heart  on  the  occasion.  He  did  not  mean  to 
ay  that  it  would  be  practicable  to  discover  who 
ras  the  author  of  the  mark  on  that  document, 
A  5)-^but  inasmuch  as  a  migoritr  of  the  former 
ommittee  considered  the  powers  of  the  committee 
oo  circumscribed  to  allow  them  to  go  into  a  full 
avestigation  of  the  subject,  as  far  as.  it  might  be 
arried,  he  had  thought  it  would  be  well  to  clothe 
L  committee  with  powers  more  extensive.  In 
ubmitting  this  resolution,  he  by  no  means  meant 
o  cast  any  reflection  on  the  former  committee, 
fhe  report  itself,  and  the  quantity  of  documents 
nnexed  to  it,  prepared  in  so  short  a  time,  proved 
be  industry  as  well  as  the  ability  of  the  committee ; 
3  whose  report  he  did  not  mean  to  org[e  any  ob- 
ectioD.  He  did  not  mean  to  say,  that,  if  this  re- 
olution  were  adopted,  the  inquiry  would  result  in 
he  detection  of  tbe  author  of  the  erasure.  But, 
lasmoch  as  the  report  of  the  former  committee 
eclares  that  certain  persons  did  not  do  it,  it  was 
roper  to  asceruin,  if  poasible^  who  did  do  it.    If 


it  should  not  be  possible,  the  committee  would  so 
report.  Some,  however,  whom  he  had  consulted, 
thought  that,  to  institute  a  further  inquiry,  would 
be  to  five  unnecessary  importance  to  a  small  mat- 
ter. In  that  report  of  the  committee,  however,  it 
had  been  stated  to  be  a  matter  of  consequence,  and 
the  manner  of  their  investigation  of  it  showed  that 
they  believed  it  be  so.  Having  made  it  so,  it  had 
become  proper  to  investigate  it  further,  li  is  due, 
said  he.  not  only  to  ourselves^  but  to  the  nation  at 
large,  tnat  it  should  be  investigated ;  for  in  almost 
every  newspaper  we  meet^  we  find  something  on 
the  subject  It  is  not  my  intention,  in  submitting 
this  resolution,  to  impugn  or  attack  anybody.  It 
is  altogether  unknown  to  me  upon  whom  the 
charge  will  rest ;  and  if  a  discovery  of  the  author 
of  the  erasure  in  question  should  be  made,  he  hoped 
it  would  turn  out  to  have  been  made  with  other 
than  criminal  views.  In  whatever  manner  it  had 
been  made,  the  result  of  it  had  certainly  been  in 
the  nature  of  a  fraud  on  this  House.  With  these 
views,  he  submitted  the  resolution  to  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  House. 

Mr.  Wriqbt,  of  Marvland,  hop«d  the  resolution 
would  be  agreed  to,  and  that  the  inquiry  would  be 
prosecuted  further.  We  arf  ourselves,  said  Mr. 
W.,  all  implicated  in  that  report,  which  connects 
the  matter  with  some  member  or  members  of  this 
House,  whose  names  are  not  disclosed.  As  he 
had  remarked,  in  the  discussion  of  the  first  re- 
solution on  the  subject,  let  it  affect  whom  it  may, 
it  ought  to  be  probed  to  the  bottom.  If  there  be  a 
Judas  within  these  walls,  said  Mr.  T.,  let  him  be 
detected  and  expelled  from  them.  T here  are  mem- 
bers of  Congress  alluded  to  in  the  report  and  evi- 
dence, whose  names  are  not  discloseo.  I  wish  to 
know  who  they  are,  and  how  these  papers  ever 
went  into  the  possession  of  others  than  ofl&cers 
of  the  House,  l  wish  to  know  who  did  make  that 
mark  with  a  pencil  which  every  body  denies  hav- 
ing made.  I  know  that  I  had  nothins  to  do  with 
iXj  and  I  wish  to  know  who  had.  He  hoped,  he 
said,  the  whole  ease  would  be  brought  before  the 
House.  If  any  one  had  trespassed  upon  the  rights 
of  the  House  so  far  as  to  strike  out  any  part  of  a 
document  to  prevent  its  meeting  the  puolic  eye, 
he  wished  to  know  who  that  person  was. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  he  did 
not  consider  it  necessary,  in  the  very  few  remarks 
which  he  should  make  on  this  subject,  to  disclaim 
personal  motives.  He  had  no  feeling  but  such  as 
ought  to  enter  into  the  motives  of  every  member 
of  the  House.  It  seemed,  from  the  report  of  the 
committee,  that  certain  persons,  to  whom  sus[m- 
cion  had  attached,  were  not  the  authors  of  this 
suppression,  or  of  those  marks  which  led  to  it.  It 
then  became  the  duty  of  every  member  of  the 
House  to  proceed  with  the  investigation,  so  as  to 
ascertain  who  were  the  authors  of  those  marks. 
Where  have  the  documents  been?  Who  had 
them  before  they  were  printed,  and  who  has  had 
them  since?  Are  the  members,  or  tbe  officers 
of  the  House  implicated  ?  If  so,  what  mem- 
ber, or  what  officer  of  tbe  House  did  it  ?  I  do 
not  mean  to  impute  to  any  one  an  act  so  crim- 
inal, so  abominable,  as  that  of  making  the  mark 
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and  then  accusing  others  of  having  done  it.  But, 
Mr.  E.  said,  notbiag  was  of  more  importance 
than  that  the  channels  of  intdligence  of  this  House 
should  be  pure :  if  any  thing  corropt  came  through 
them,  it  ought  to  be  exposed,  and  the  corruption 
purified.  If  any  thing  had  corrupted  the  channel 
of  information  to  the  House,  the  members  could 
not  be  better  employed  than  in  inTestigating 
it.  He  thought  the  resolution  ou^ht  to  pass,  and 
that  the  House  was  under  obligations  to  the  gen- 
tleman who  introduced  it. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  before 
the  House  came  to  a  decision  upon  a  question  of 
this  nature — for  the  very  inquiry  presumed  some- 
thing like  guilt,  there  ou^ht  to  tie  in  the  possession 
of  the  Honse  something  like  testimony  to  sustain 
that  imputation,  deriTed  either  from  concatenation 
of  facts,  or  from  fair  inference  from  the  facts.  He 
admitted  that  this  was  a  very  proper  subject  for 
inquiry ;  that  a  liberty  has  lieen  taken  with  the 
documents  under  the  control  of  the  House ;  and 
that  it  was  perfectly  proper  that  the  House  should 
adopt  such  a  course  as  would  lead  to  a  full  exam- 
ination of  the  subject.  He  had  understood  that, 
formerly,  so  highly  had  the  sanetitv  of  the  docu- 
ments appertaining  to  the  House  been  regarded, 
that  it  had  not  been  permitted  to  any  incuyidual 
to  touch  them ;  that,  when  Mr.  GaUatin  sent  his 
celebrated  report  to  the  House,  even  the  sight  of 
the  proof-sheet  had  been  denied  to  him.  Tne  rule 
was  a  safe  one,  though  it  had  been  carried,  in  that 
instance,  perhaps,  to  the  extent  of  needless  fastid- 
iousness. Before  this  resolution  passed,  however, 
he  wished  to  know  upon  what  motives  it  was 
founded.  It  was  a  reflection  upon  the  Honse,  to 
suppose  that  any  individual  in  it  was  so  miserable 
a  miscreant  as,  for  the  purposes  which  had  been 
suggested,  to  dmce  the  documents.  If  we  upifiy 
to  this  subject  the  motives  which  actuate  individ- 
uals in  their  common  actions,  we  cannot  renlise 
an  adequate  motive  lor  such  an  act  Say  that  a 
friend* of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  bad  made 
the  erasure,  what  could  he  expect  from  it  ?  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  had  been  done  by  a  person*  desi- 
rous to  injure  that  officer^  be  oould  not  have  been 
ensai^ed  in  a  more  bungling  ttansaotion.  If  any 
individual  possessed  informatioD  which  went  di- 
rectly to  show  that  there  was  any  ground  for  this 
further  inquiry,  Mr.  H.  was  desirous  that  it  should 
be  stated.  But,  without  such  information  (rom  a 
member  of  the  House,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  would  not, 
by  his  vote,  warrant  the  inference,  that  any  mem- 
ber of  this  House  would  be  guilty  of  so  base  an 
act  as  seemed  to  be  insinuated  by  the  aiguments 
in  favor  of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Hardin,  of  Kentucky,  did  not,  in  support- 
ing this  resolution^  mean  to  cast  any  censure  on 
the  committee  which  has  already  had  the  subject 
under  consideration.  He  concurred  in  opinion 
with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  who  said  that  they 
had  faithfully  and  diligently  discharged  their  duty. 
But,  he  said,  it  appeared  from  the  records  of  the 
House  and  the  evidence  before  the  committee,  that, 
when  these  came  from  the  Treasury  Department, 
a  motion  was  made  to  pint  the  report  and  docu- 
ments.   A  division  of  the  question  was  caUed  for, 


and  the  report  was  ordcved  to  be  innled,  ind  am 
the  documents.  If  he  undefstood  t^e  cTidaot 
Mr.  H.  said,  when  a  member  opened  ud  ens- 
ined  these  documents,  for  the  fiist  time,  lie  did  bo( 
discover  the  erasure  which  had  gives  ne  (o  tk 
present  motion.  One  thing  in  regard  to  tliis  nut- 
ter was  certain :  that  the  Treasury  Dc^bkbi 
wished  to  make  io  concealment  of  the  ensedpirt 
from  the  ^ouse,  because  every  word  of  (kepssiie 
was  as  legible  as  before  it  was  crossed,  andtboe 
was.notfaing  in  it  which  could  induce  tbeS«cR- 
tary  of  the  Treasury  to  desire  a  concealioeai  ot 
it.  The  first  time  the  original  documeouvoi 
examined  by  a  member  of  Uie  House,  itappeand, 
from  the  evidence,  he  did  not  discover  aoir  marb 
of  erasure  in  them.  The  next  time  tbat  iliesaiiM 
member  examined  them  he  discovered  tbosemirk& 
One  thing,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  should  like  to  koov- 
whether  the  documents  were  out  of  the  posscsaoo 
of  that  member  at  any  time  from  themomeotbi 
took  them,  after  breaking  the  seals,  from  the  office 
of  the  Clerk,  until  he  returned  them  ?  Tbfl 
might,  perhaps,  have  been  in  other  haadsjUMl  tk 
scoring  of  the  passage  in  qucstioB  might  hare  bm 
made  only  to  theend  that  it  might  be  more  m^! 
referred  to  thereafter.  But  what  Mr.  H.  pariieih 
larly  wanted  to  know,  was  this:  Who  was  (Ik 
member  of  this  House  or  of  the  Senate  who  e/rose, 
after  supposing  that  the  Treasury  DepaitmotA*^ 
been  plotting  with  the  Public  Printers,  in$t«ad  of 
bringing  the  question  before  one  or  ike  other 
House,  to  resort  to  the  columns  of  a  Mvspafct, 
under  an  anonymous  signatore^-a  paper,  t«^ 
famed,  perhaps,  for  anything  else  than  eomctaes: 
a  paper  whidi,  he  was  bold  to  say,  contained  nioi« 
misrepresentations  of  fact  than  any  paper  be  ind 
ever  examined  in  the  United  Sutes.  ">o|°>^ 
her  had  done  it,  it  was  unparliamenurytBdoijpt 
not  to  have  been  done.  And,  Mr.  H.  asked,  does 
not  this  fact  appear  to  be  established  hf  ^^ 
dence?  And  what  more  appears  in  ims»^ 
this  maner?  Whv,  that  after  a  coffloii»>^ 
been  raised  in  this  House  on  the  letter  of  Gtlc^^ 
Beaton,  two  or  three  letters  are  pablisbcd  la  <^ 
same  newspap^,  implicating  these  penoos,  vbc 
the  fact  of  their  innocence  m  the  matter  was  ^ 
well  known  as  if  the  cocunitlee  had  reported,  u 
it  was  a  member  of  this  House  who  chose  mi 
dirty  mode  of  proceeding  at  first,  why  did  be  F 
sist,  day  after  day,  in  pressing  the  natter  iflo^ 
newspapers,  when  -it  was  underling  u  ^ 
bv  a  committee  of  this  House  ?  TheiDforoiV" 
of  who  that  man  was,  mif^t  lead  to  a  ooi  nf7 
violent  inference  of  who  it  was  that  osk  ^ 
erasure  now  in  question.  It  appeared  from  ^ 
evidence,  that,  previous  to  these  puhliettiooi  la 
the  Washiagton  Republican,  there  had  bees  ooi- 
soltations  amouff  time  monbers  who  ^^P"w 
to,  or  concerned  in,  these  publieatioiis-  Mr<^ 
said  he  wanted  to  know  all  the  partiealartoi  tbf 
who  were  concerned  in,  what  he  eaUed,auc^ 
dirty  conspiracy.  I  wish  to  know,  said  be,  ^'^ 
this  A.  B.  is ;  and,  as  the  gentleuHUi  ^fcni  w 
land  has  said,  if  we  have  a  Judas  amoog  iM|f 
know  who  he  is.  The  fiicts  to  whieh  he  bi'^ 
verted  were  such  as  appear  Aron  theevidei^*'' 
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texed  to  the  report  He  did  believe  that  the  pen- 
:il-aurks  so  often  referred  to  in  the  letter  (marked 
\  5,)  had  been  made  after  the  documents  left  the 
rreasurf  Departmeoi — ^not,  that  he  knew,  with 
loy  improper  design.  What  he  censored  was,  the 
itteoipt  to  rain  innocent  men,  on  the  pretence, 
nowing  it  to  be  false,  that  this  erasure  had  been 
lade  by  the  Public  Printers.  It  appeared  that  it 
ras  DOC  any  of  the  members  examined  before  the 
otDinitteetbat  made  the  erasure.  Who  did  it  he 
id  not  koow,  but  he  wished  the  committee  raised 
)  asceruin  that  fact. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  said  he  should  be  want- 
iff  in  that  respect  which  was  due  to  himselfl  and 
rbich  every  honorable  member  of  this  House 
aght  to  entertain  for  himself,  were  he  to  remain 
iient  after  the  obsenrations  which  had  been  made, 
le  thought  the  inferences,  from  the  remarks  of 
entleroen,  connected  with  the  evidence  referred 
>,  must  be  intended  to  be  irresistible,  that  the  doc- 
meots  having  passed  into  his  hands,  it  must  be 
I  his  knowledge  who  made  the  marks  in  question. 
'hese  intimations,  Mr.  C.  said,  were  what  were 
.'cretly  circulated,  but  which  could  not  fail  to 
»ch  his  ears.  Of  such  whispers,  however,  he 
id  not  permit  himself  to  take  notice ;  but  when 
eelaratioDs  of  the  same  import  were  made  on  this 
oor,  he  should  be  wanting,  in  respect  to  himself 
od  to  the  House,  if  he  did  not  repel  them.  I 
ave  nwm,  said  he,  and  I  am  ready  to  march  to 
le  altar  of  my  Ood.  and  swear,  that  I  am  not  the 
nhoT  of  these  marks. 

Mr.  E0WARD9,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  if  the 
sntletpaa  alluded  to  any  thing  that  had  fallen 
om  him,  he  had  no  design  to  impute  to  that  gen- 
^man  any  mtstateinent.  He  nad  particularly 
eDtioned,  indeed,  tfaat  it  was  in  evidence  that 
e  documents  were  not  defaced  by  the  gentleman 
to  whose  hands  they  first  passed  (meaning  Mr. 

OOK.) 

Mr.  Cook  said,  his  observation  had  been  elicit- 
i  by  the  concurrent  tendency  of  the  remarks  of 
^  gentlemen  from  Maryland  and  Kentucky  and 
1^  gentleman  last  up.  It  is  probable  he  should 
>t  bare  been  impressed  with  the  same  feelings 
indignation  which  now  moved  him,  had  he  not 
.'ard  saeh  observations  whispered  about,  which 
'-  had  Dot  been  able  to  trace  to  a  responsiole  per- 
n*  When,  said  he,  it  is  proposed  again  to  refer 
is  subject  to  a  committee,  1  feel  it  to  be  a  sub- 
et  which  ought  to  ba  investipited  from  the  be- 
aning  to  the  end  of  it.  For  I  feel  well  assured 
at  the  committee  who  have  had  this  subject 
ider  consideration,  have  not  understood  it  fully. 
hey  have  not  understood  the  nature  of  the  omis- 
>ns  in  these  documents,  which,  in  their  honesty, 
ofiding  in  their  own  purity,  they  did  not  believe 
uld  relate  to  other  thmgs  than  matters  in  them- 
yes  unimportant.  Mr.  C.  said,  his  object  in 
ing  was  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
*  subject  in  its  fullest  extent.  He  wished  them 
report  the  facts  in  the  case,  which  would  bring 
'*  whole  subject  into  the  public  view — the  marks. 
!  matter,  and  th«  substance  of  the  whole  cor^ 
poDdeoce  between  the  Treasury  and  the  banks, 
tkd,  said  he,  that  letters  have  passed  between  the 
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Treasury  Department  and  these  banks,  to  the  dates 
of  which,  and  to  the  subjects  of  which,  reference 
is  made  in  some  of  the  documents,  which  letters 
have  not  themselves  been  communicated  to  this 
House ;  and  the  passages,  the  marks  upon  which 
are  acknowledged  to  have  been  made  by  one  of 
the  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  are  of  a  nature  different  from  what  the 
committee  supposed  they  could  be.  He  alluded 
to  that  part  of  a  letter  from  the  Huntsville  Bank, 
which  the  committee  said  related  to  nothing  but 
a  quarrel  with  another  bank.  This,  Mr.  C.  said, 
was  a  mistake  entirely;  and  he  quoted  thenas- 
sage  of  that  letter,  as  contained  in  the  report  or  the 
Committee  of  Investigation,  beginning  with  the 
words,  "  Your  conjecture,  in  relation  to  your  cir- 
cular of  the  11th  July  last,  is  correct."  &c.  Here, 
Mr.  C.  said,  were  Important  facts  alluded  to,  and, 
on  examination,  it  would  be  found  that  the  facts 
are  important,  and  are  not  connected  with  indi- 
viduals or  bank  quarrels.  The  Bank  of  Hunts- 
ville, said  he.  is  made  the  depository  of  the  public 
money  in  July,  1818 ;  the  terms  upon  which  it  is 
thus  made  the  depository  are  agreed  upon.  Ten 
months  afterwards,  the  bank  complains  of  the  ope- 
ration of  its  contract,  and  a  new  one  is  sent  and 
the  original  one  withdrawn,  and  it  is  stated  in  a 
letter  from  the  bank  that,  agreeably  to  the  wish  of 
the  Secretary,  it  is  returned.  No  document  before 
this  House  shows  any  thing  of  this  request  of  the 
Secretary  to  return  tne  first  contract,  nor  is  there 
any  thin^  in  any  part  of  the  correspNondence,  ex- 
cept so  far  as  the  fact  is  disclosed  by  this  sup- 
pressed paragraph,  that  shows  that  there  ever  was 
a  second  contract  made  more  favorable  to  the  bank 
than  the  first.  This  paragraph,  then,  supposed  by 
the  committee  to  be  so  immaterial,  discloses  what 
no  other  document  does. 

[A  member  here  asked  if  the  hour  allotted  for 
the  reception  and  consideration  of  original  mo- 
tions had  not  arrived.  The  Speaker  said  it  had, 
and  this  subject  must  be  considered  at  an  end  for 
this  day,  unless  by  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House  to  its  continuation.  Mr.  Lincoln  object- 
ed to  the  continuation,  desiring  to  make  a  motion 
to  lay  this  subject  on  the  table.  This  motion 
could  not  be  received,  Mr.  Cook  being  entitled  to 
the  floor, -if  aiiy  thing  was  to  be  done  relative  to 
the  subject.  Finally,  Mr.  Lincoln  waived  his 
objection,  and  the  discussion  went  on.] 

Mr.  Cook  resumed.  In  relation  to  the  docu- 
ments connected  with  the  Huntsville  Bank,  he 
repeated,  the  suppressed  paragraph  to  which  he 
had  alluded  would  be  found  to  have  a  most  im- 
portant bearing.  There  were  other  letters  referred 
to  by  dates  in  the  documents,  which  were  not 
communicated  to  the  House,  though  clearly  con- 
nected with  the  whole  subject.  He  found,  in  re- 
lation to  the  Bank  of  Vincennes,  that  the  Secre* 
tary  of  the  Treasury  had  made  propositions  to 
that  bank,  on  conditions  specified,  and  afterwards 
made  new  propositions,  which  were  better  for  the 
bank.  The  first  propositions  are  not  sent  to  the 
House,  though  thus  referred  to.  Referring  to  the 
notes  on  his  desk,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  found  the  digest 
which  he  had  made  of  the  various  correspondence 
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ia  such  confused  order,  that  he  could  not  refer  to 
the  papers  as  particularly  as  he  intended.  But 
he  wished  this  committee  to  be  appointed,  or  the 
powers  of  the  former  committee  to  be  extended, 
so  as  to  brine  into  view  all  the  evidence,  ^. 
One  point  in  tnis  case,  Mr.  C.  thought  it  proper  to 
bring  before  the  House.  On  his  examination  be> 
fore  the  committee,  he  had  stated  that  he  knew 
who  this  A.  B.  was,  and  gentlemen  seemed  dis- 
posed to  compel  a  disclosure  of  his  name.  Sir, 
said  he.  has  the  second  Reign  of  Terror  come  ?  Is 
not  only  the  President  in  office,  but  he  who  is 
seeking  to  be  President,  to  be  armed  with  power 
to  bring  any  individual  to  the  bar  when  he 
chooses 

[The  Speaker  said  that   personal  allusions 
ouffht  not  to  be  indulged  in.] 

Mr.  C.  said  he  was  speaking  of  the  principle, 
not  the  person.  He  asked  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  and  he  asked  this  House,  where  does  it 
derive  the  authority  to  invest  a  committee  with 
the  inquisitorial  power  to  compel  a  man  to  disclose 
who  does  or  does  not  write  certain  articles  in  a 
newspaper  ?  If  any  individual  be  injured  by  this 
writer,  said  Mr.  C. — and  I  here  disclaim,  as  I 
have  done  before,  all  connexion  with  this  corres- 
pondence— he  has  his  remedy;  but  where  do  you 
find  the  inquisitorial  power  ot  controlling  the  ri^ht 
of  all  the  citizens  to  discuss  all  subjects  which  m- 
volve  the  political  character  or  pretensions  of  in- 
dividuals, or  of  the  Government  at  large — of  ap- 
pointing committees  to  ascertain,  by  compulsoiy 
process,  who  are  the  writers  of  certain  articles  in 
the  newspapers  ?  He  remembered,  he  said,  that 
in  the  year  1797,  an  act  was  passed  by  Congress, 
of  which  he  would  read  a  section.  [Mr.  C.  here 
read  a  section  of  the  old  sedition  law.]  When, 
said  he,  we  look  back  to  the  period  when  this  law 
was  passed,  almost  every  bosom  swells  with  indig- 
nation at  the  attempt  then  made  to  trample  on 
the  rights  of  the  citizens,  and  to  suppress  such  in- 
vestigations as  might  be  made  into  the  conduct  of 
public  agents.  By  the  almost  unanimous  consent 
of  the  people,  that  law  was  expunged  from  the 
statute  book;  it  was  pronounced  by  them  to  be  a 
direct  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States;  and  yet,  notwithstanding  that  we  hear 
this  law  and  its  projectors  abus^,  villified,  and 
denounced  as  enemies  to  the  liberty  of  the  country, 
and  as  attempting  to  surround  themselves  with 
an  atmosphere  of  corruption  which  should  not  be 
invaded;  yet  honorable  members  rise  in  this  House 
at  this  time  of  day,  and  say  we  will  invest  a  com- 
mittee of  this  Hou^e  with  power  to  do  more  than 
that  law  empowered  the  courts  to  do.  For,  what 
is  the  object  of  this  attempt  to  ascertain  who  was 
the  writer  of  the  articles  in  the  newspaper,  unless 
there  is  an  intention  to  follow  it  up  with  such 

Sunisbment  of  the  offender  as  you  choose  to  in- 
ict?  Where  is  your  power  to  punish  the  offen- 
der? Where  is  your  right  to  inquire  respecting 
him,  if  you  have  not  the  right  to  punish  him  ?  Is 
an  officer  of  this  Government  to  shield  himself 
from  an  investigation  of  his  conduct  by  the  exer- 
cise of  such  a  power  as  this?  And  is  he  who 
dares  to  step  forward  in  defence  of  the  rights  and 


liberties  of  his  country,  to  blast  the  hopes  or  pcoi- 
pects  of  any  aspiring  individual,  to  be  brouzbtu 
punishment  by  the  inquisitorial  power  of  tlus 
House  ?  Such  a  power  would  be  worse  than  tiu 
powers  of  the  Spanish  Inquisition ;  uid,  'i(  sock 
proceedings  were  to  be  carried  on  here,  said  k 
we  should,  like  Cromwell's  Parliament, be  kickeii 
out  of  this  House,  not  by  an  usarper,  bai  by  die 
people.  The  people  of  this  countiy  will  not  coa- 
sent  that  any  individual  shall  be  sheltered  from 
investigation  of  his  conduct  or  claims,  at  ibe 
peril  01  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  this  Hoase.  Tbt 
people  will  not  submit  to  it.  They  bare  had  a 
trial  of  it  in  a  milder  form — in  the  form  of  lai. 
and  with  an  unanimous  feeling  of  iodigoatk 
they  refused  their  sanction  to  it  Whit  did  gea- 
tlemen  mean  to  do  with  this  individual,  wba 
they  detected  him?  One  had  said  he  would  brio^ 
him  to  "condign  punishment."  What  puoisb- 
ment  is  it  he  would  inflict  ?  This  is  taking  raiiier 
rank  ground-^it  is  shifting  our  ground;  the  line 
of  ninety-eight  are  gone  bv,  and  worse  times  ait 
coming---brought  on,  too,  by  those  who  were  tk 
first  to  denounce  the  times  of  ninety-eight  Aixi 
is  this  the  object  of  gentlemen  ?  I  uow  wbat 
would  be  my  situatioq,  sir,  in  case  of  aa  atiempi 
to  violate  my  right  in  the  manner  suggested  br 
gentlemen ;  I  would  meet  your  rigors  wit^  con- 
tempt. We  have,  in  this  attempt,  a  specimeo  d 
what  we  may  conceive  the  ulterior  operatioos,  if 
the  measures  are  taken  which  are  desired  by  some 
in  this  country.  The  people  will  see  that  aa  at- 
tempt is  making  to  surround,  by  a  bulwark  wbick 
cannot  be  |>a«sed,  the  individuals  who  aretoai^ 
minister  this  Government.  The  people  of  tJu» 
country  will  feel  this  attempt  to  shelter  the  coa- 
duct  of  a  public  officer  from  investigation.  Tk 
people  will  see  and  appreciate  this  attempt  to 
prostrate  the  freedom  ot  the  press.  The  pr^s  n 
onlv  dangerous  to  tyrants  and  to  men  who  mk 
unaeserving  of  public  confidence.  But  if  this  im- 
passable fortification  is  to  be  placed  anxind  aay 
individual,  the  freedom  of  the  press  is  goae,  ani 
liberty  is  deprived  of  its  greatest  deka&t,  a  free 
and  unshackled  press.  The  people  of  this  cooatrf 
will  rebel  against  these  attempts  to  pat  down  tb 
freedom  of  the  press ;  they  have  done  so  hdoK^ 
and  they  will  do  so  again.  Mr.  C.  in  resuoisg 
his  seat,  moved  the  following  amendment: 

"  And  that  the  said  commiuee  be  iostructad  to  |b»- 
pare  and  report  to  this  Houi^  a  digest  o(  the  tvie»» 
contained  in  the  printed  documenta,  (in  which  ibe 
said  printed  letter  A  6  ie  included,)  if  any  such  ib«r« 
be,  to  show  whether  uncurreot  or  depreciated  biak 
notes  were  taken  in  lien  of  caahi  from  any  of  tk 
banks  in  which  the  public  moneys  were  depose 
Whether  the  public  moneys  have  not  be<in  discontiQBeii 
to  be  deposited  in  branches  of  the  United  Sts»$ 
Bank,  and  placed  in  certain  local  banks,  sitatied  s 
the  same  towns  or  neighborhood,  without  complTisf 
with  the  directions  of  the  law  on  that  fubjed:  tsi 
whether  such  transfers  have  not  resulted  in  lofs  ta  ^ 
Government;  whether  the  public  mooej  has  not  I'M 
loaned  to  those  banks,  ia  which  staodiog  ^^f^ 
were  made,  under  the  name  of  deposits*;  and  wkfsex 
such  loans  or  deposites  have  not  resnltad  in  laa^"^ 
Government;  whether  security  was  not  ji^giB»  ^^ 
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be  toVeo  in  some  one  or  more  inttences  for  the  punc- 
tmlity  of  one  or  more  banks,  which  propoeed  to  give 
tnch  itearitj,  and  whether  anch  failure  haa  not  re- 
fnilcd  io  Ion  to  the  GoTemment.'* 

Mr.  CoNDiCT,  of  New  Jersey,  moved  to  lay  the 
moire  on  the  table :  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Har- 
um,  however,  as  that  motion  precluded  debate, 
he  withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  Hardin  wished  to  make  one  or  two  re- 
marks on  what  bad  fallen  from  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois.    He  repeated  his  impression  that 
the  erasure  (in  A  5)  was  not  made  either  at  the 
Treasury  or  by  any  officers  of  the  House.    When 
up  before,  he  had  said,  and  he  verily  believed, 
that  the  erasure  was  made  by  some  gentleman 
who  had  examined  the  papers  before  they  were 
ordered  to  be  printed,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
him  with  greater  facility  to  refer  to  that  particu- 
lar passage.    One  obiect  of  his  inquiry  was,  whe- 
ther any  other  member  than  the  gentleman  from 
IlltQois  had  seen  those  papers  at  that  time.    I 
how,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  the  gentleman  stated  in 
the  committee  that  he  did  not  make  the  erasures, 
hot  not  that  he  did  not  know  who  made  them. 
[Mr.  Cook  raid  he  did  state,  and  he  now  stated 
again,  that  he  did  not  know  who  made  the  marks.] 
Mr.  H.  said  he  wanted  to  know  if  any  individual, 
besides  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  himself,  had 
examined  those  papers  whilst  they  were  in  his 
possession.    The  part  of  the  subject  to  which  he 
wished  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  committee, 
which  was  to  be  appointed,  was  this:  who  is  the 
niember  of  this  House,  or  of  the  Senate,  that,  in- 
stead of  availing  himself  of  the  parliamentary, 
Coo^itational,  and  natural  mode  of  correcting 
abuses,  or  supposed  abuses,  has  resorted  to  anony- 
moQs  poUieations  in  the  newspapers  ?   He  thought 
it  was  an  unparliamentary  proceeding,  the  object 
of  which  was  more  to  inflict  injury,  than  to  arrive 
it  truth.    But,  even  after  a  committee  was  raised 
to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  that  very  publication, 
aM  whilst  the  subject  was  under  examination 
b^ore  that  committee,  we  have  seen  other  num- 
bers from  the  same  pen,  aggravating  the  charge 
first  inide.    If  it  be  a  memoir  of  this  House,  who 
has  done  it,  said  Mr.  H.--what  others  may  think 
upon  the  subject,  I  know  not,  but,  for  one,  I  would 
ape!  that  member  from  the  House,  as  unworthy 
of  stttiDg  on  this  floor.    The  ascertainment  of  the 
▼riter  cf  those  letters,  might,  also,  give  us  a  clue 
to  ascertain  who  it  was  that  made  this  erasure. 
If  the  committee  should  push  their  inquiries  so  far 
as  to  ascertain  who  A.  B.  i.<,  I  would  expel  him. 
^[ot)  Mr.  H.  said,  that  he  would  violate  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Constitution,  or  exercise  an  inquisi- 
torial power.    This  was  not  the  only  particular 
Ilk  which  he  did  not  concur  in  the  ideas  of  Con- 
stitutional power  and  right,  which  seemed  to  be 
entertained  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois.    Ac- 
cording to  the  principles  of  our  Government^  I 
MOW,  said  Mr.  H.,  you  cannot  make  a  man  give 
evidence  against  himself.    But,  it  seems,  a  new 
principle  is  introduced,  as  exemplified  in  the  tes- 
timony taken  before  the  former  committee,  that, 
vhen  a  man  is  sworn  to  tell  the  truth,  the  whole 

tmtb,  and  nothing  bat  the  truth,  he  has  a  discre- 


tion whether  to  tell  it  or  not — and  he  will  resist 
the  authoritv  of  this  House  rather  than  not  vio- 
late his  oatn — for  I  understand  that  suppression 
of  truth  is  in  effiect  the  expression  of  falsehood. 
No  doubt  the  gentleman  had  acted  thus  from  mo- 
tives satisfactory  to  himself:  but,  Mr.  H.  said,  he 
could  not  subscribe  to  the  doctrine  that  a  witness, 
once  sworn^  is  not  bound  to  tell  all  he  knows  upon 
the  matter  m  question,  unless  his  answers  would 
go  to  criminate  himself.  If,  on  the  printer  being 
examined,  it  should  appear  to  be  against  the  es- 
tablished rules  of  the  press  to  give  up  the  author 
of  A.  B.,  Mr.  H.  said  he  did  not  know  that  he 
should  be  disposed  to  punish  him.  He  wanted 
the  question  put  to  them,  and,  if  they  refuse  to 
answer,  and  plead  their  privileges,  let  the  nation 
judge  oir  the  motives  for  such  concealtpaent,  where 
facts  only  are  pretended  to  be  disclosed.  Mr.  H. 
did  not  appear  here  as  the  advocate  of  any  one: 
he  was  in  favor  of  the  original  inquiry,  and  he 
was  in  favor  of  the  present  inquiry.  He  did  not 
wish  this  House,  or  any  other  tribunal,  to  extend 
its  power  beyond  what  is  compatible  with  the 
Constitution  and  the  liberties  of  the  countrv.  He 
was  not  for  establishing  a  despotism  here:  he  was 
not  in  favor  of  the  law  which  the  gentleman  read, 
nor,  said  he,  am  I  in  favor  of  any  who  favorea 
that  law — that  is  more.  I  am  in  favor  of  liberty, 
and  aeainst  all  sorts  of  conspiracies,  whether  m 
this  House  or  out  of  it.  What  was  at  first  an 
attempt  to  inflict  an  injury  on  the'  printers  to  this 
House,  Mr.  H.  said,  had  been  swelled  into  im- 
portance by  the  turn  it  had  taken.  For  himself, 
ne  was  under  obligations  to  no  one  who  was  im- 
plicated in  the  matter,  neither  was  he  the  partisan 
of  any  one.  He  wished,  however,  to  know  who 
the  concealed  writer  was,  if  a  member  of  this 
House,  considering  the  course  be  had  pursued  as 
unparliamentary,  uudignified,  and  disreputable. 

Mr.  Little,  of  Maryland,  said  that  he  did  not 
intend  to  take  any  part  in  this  unprofitable  discus- 
sion, now  becoming  personal ;  but  he  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  caltiug  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  indispensable  and  important  business  of  the 
nation  on  the  table,  not  yet  acted  upon.  Conclu- 
sively, he  would  test  the  sense  of  the  House  in 
farther  continuiug  what,  he  repeated,  was  an  un- 
profitable discussion.  For  which  purpose,  he 
moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table ;  on  which 
question  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  being  taken  on  laying  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table,  the  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Wright  remarked,  on  rising  again,  that, 
when  this  subject  was  first  stirred  in  the  House,  he 
had  been  in  favor  of  the  inquiry  then,  as  he  was 
now,  and  he  heard,  on  that  occasion,  none  of  these 
delicate  apprehensions  and  invidious  remarks  about 
'a  sedition  law,  at  which  he  had  no  doubt  that 
every  member  of  this  House,  as  well  as  the  whole 
nation,  would  revolt.  He  was  sorry  to  find  the 
gentleman  taking  up  the  subject  as  he  had  dbne, 
not  upon  its  merits,  but  upon  irrelevant  consider- 
ations. Mr.  W.,  however,  had  no  hesitation  in 
saying,  if  any  member  of  this  House  had  been  the 
willing  instrument  in  this  business,  he  would  vote 
to  expel  him. 
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Mr.  Campbell  here  called  Mr.  Wriqbt  to  or- 
der, as  he  said  be  was  determined  to  do  every 
gentleman  who  departed  from  the  question  before 
tne  House,  which  question  now  was,  on  agreeing 
to  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Cook. 

The  Spbakbr  said,  the  question  being  on  the 
amendment,  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  was 
certainly  out  of  order  in  the  latitude  of  his  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  Campbell  then  said,  he  accepted  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  gentleman  irom  Illinois,  as 
a  part  of  his  motion. 

The  Speaker  then  said,  the  main  question  hav- 
ing recurred,  the  whole  subject  was  now  open  to 
debate. 

Mr.  Wright  resumed.  He  regretted  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  had  accepted  the  amendment, 
because  it  was  calculated  to  divert  the  inquirv 
from  its  proper  channeL  He  was  sorry,  he  said, 
to  see  the  gentlemkn  from  Illinois  waxing  warm 
on  this  occasion.    He  had  a  high  respect  for  that 

fentleman.  and  he  Hopied  that  nothing  would  be 
isclos^  by  this  inquiry  to  affect  that  respect 
When,  said  Mr.  W.,  we  come  to  examine  the  cir- 
cumstances, as  presented  to  us  by  the  committee, 
and  particularly  upon  the  oath  of  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  himself,  we  find  enough  to  determine 
that  the  inquiry  propose^  by  my  friend  from  North 
Carolina  ought  to  obtain.  As  I  remarked  befot-e, 
if  there  be  a  Judas  among  us,  let  us  discover  him ', 
and,  in  this  case,  in  the  evidence  of  the  gentleman 
himself,  we  find  f  rounds  for  suspicion.  From  the 
moment  I  read  ue  testimony,  it  was  marked  in 
my  memory.  I  found  that  tne  gentleman,  at  the 
last  session,  moved  a  resolution  calling  for  certain 
papers ;  that  those  papers  were  sent,  under  seal,  to 
this  House ;  that  they  were  put  into  the  possession 
of  the  same  gentleman,  and  remained  in  the  pos- 
session of  him  and  his  friends,  from  Friday  to 
Monday.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  declares 
he  made  no  such  marks,  and  his  clerk  swears  that 
the  marks  were  not  made  by  him  ^  we  find,  there- 
fore, th^it  the  letter  came  here  unmarked.  The 
very  nature  of  the  communication,  and  sending 
ail  the  letters,  marked  or  unmarked,  must  satisfy 
every  mind  that  there  was  no  desire,  on  the  part  of 
the  Treasury  Department,  to  conceal  any  thing  from 
this  House — the  whole  being  as  legible  as  if  no  pas- 
sage of  it  had  been  crossed ;  and  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  himself  says  that,  when  he  first  looked 
over  these  papers  he  did  not  see  the  marks.  If  the 
printers  did  not  make  the  marks,  nor  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  nor  the  chief  clerk,  who  did  ? 
The  right  ought  never  to  have  been  assumed  by 
any  member,  of  breaking  the  seals  of  the  docu* 
ments  and  carrying  them  away  to  his  room.  Mr, 
W.  said,  he  wished  that  nothing  might  be  proved 
detriinental  to  the  fair  fame  oi  his  friend  from 
Illinois,  but  the  circumstances  of  this  case  impe- 
riously called  upon  the  gentleman,  for  his  own 
sake,  to  push  the  inquiry.  The  character  of  the 
members  of  this  House  should  be,  like  that  of 
Caesar's  wife,  not  only  pure,  but  above  sulipicion. 
The  remarks  which  the  gentleman  had  madere- 

rcting  the  proposed  inquiry  for  the  author  of 
B.,  were  not  of  that  aspect  which  he  should 


wish  the  conduct  of  every  honorable  laembet  of 
this  House  to  wear.    The  liberty  of  the  press  had 
been  declared  to  be  in  danger.    What  bad  the 
liberty  of  the  press  to  do  with  marking  that  letterl 
The  gentleman  from  Illinois  savs,  in  lus  testimoDf, 
that  he  did  not  communicate  this  letter  for  publi- 
cation ;  but  he  .says  he  had  a  conrersatioD  with 
Mr.  Aeg,  one  of  the  editors  of  the  WasbiDgtoD  i 
Republican,  and  told  him  there  was  such  an  omisr  ; 
sion  in  a  document.    Was  not  this  a  communi- 
cation of  the  thing  to  the  editors  ?    Mr.  W.  said, 
he  thought  the  committee  bad  acted  wrong  in  al- 
io wins^  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  and  otben, 
to  decline  answering  questions  put  to  them.   If 
he  had  been  on  the  committee,  he  would  not  have 
taken  the  testimony  of  any  man  who  would  Dot 
communicate  the  whole  truth.    The  suggestion, 
that  communications  made  to  witnesses  were  eon- 
fidential,  should  not  have  availed  to  shield  them  i 
from  a  disclosure.    There  ought  to  have  been  no  j 
restriction  to  the  testimony  but  that  of  the  princi- 
ple of  law,  which  says  that  no  man  shall  crimi- 1 
nate  himself.    Mr.  W.  referred  to  the  printed  erir 
dence :    "  I  know  from   information,^'  said  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  "  who  the  author  is,  hut 
it  was  communicated  to  me  in  confidence ;  and  I 
therefore  decline  giving  his  name."    What  wa&, 
in  effect,  the  question  put  to  the  gentleman,  before 
the  committee  ?    Do  you  know  the  author  of  the 
letter  ?    Yes,  I  know  the  author,  but  I  cannot  or : 
will  not  tell  who  he  is.    I  believe,  said  Mr.  W.,  if 
you  read  the  oath  administered  to  witnesses  about  | 
to  testify,  you  will  find  no  such  exception  as  will! 
authorize   them    to  withhold    any  part  of  the 
truth 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  here  called  the  ges-i 
tleman  to  order.  He  regretted  exceedingly  to  find 
himself  obliged  to  call  any  gentleman  to  order  ini 
debate,  and  particularly  one  who  could  count  soj 
many  years  more  than  himself,  ^t  he  thought; 
that  the  subject  which  the  gentleman  was  now 
discussing  was  not  properly  before  the  comout- 
tee.  The  gentleman,  said  Mr.  M.,  is  stating  wbatj 
he  supposes  to  be  the  oath  which  was  administeredj 
to  the  witnesses.  I  call  upon  you,  Mr.  Speaker,! 
to  say  whether  this  is  a  sutyect  properly  embracedi 
in  deoate  upon  the  question  now  depending.  Ther^ 
is  one  other  reason  why  I  think  that  the  gentlemani 
is  not  in  order.  I  was  myself  before  the  comm'iti 
tee,  and  have  some  right  to  know  what  passed 
there.  The  gentleman  is  supposang  questions  to 
have  been  put  and  answered  in  a  manner  difieren^ 
from  the  facts  as  they  occurred ;  and  this,  also,  bq 
considered  irrelevant  to  the  question  before  th^ 
House. 

The  Speaker  said  that  the  pro|X)sition  now  bej 
fore  the  House  is^  to  institute  an  inquiry,  througl^ 
one  of  its  committees,  the  object  of  which  is  tq 
elicit  further  information  on  a  subject  which  has 
already  undergone  investigation  i  and,  a  membe^ 
showing  that  there  had  not  beexi  that  full  degree 
of  disc^ure  of  facts  which  might  be  anticipated 
from  the  institution  of  a  new  conuaittee,  was  in 
order. 

Mr.  Wriqbt  resumed.  He  said  that  he  him-^ 
self  felt  that  he  was  implicated  by  the  report  o\ 
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the  fonner  committee.  It  appeared,  by  that  re- 
port, that  DO  one  of  those  who  had  the  papers  be- 
fore the  papers  came  to  the  House,  or  after  thej 
had  gone  irom  it  to  the  printers,  did  make  this 
pertieular  erasure.  Who  did  make  it  then  ?  The 
marks  did  not  make  themselves.  The  document 
ms  not  thus  marked  at  the  Treasury,  as  it  appears 
from  the  report.  It  ^ent  iBlo  possession  of  a 
Bember  of  toe  House  for  two  or  thYee  days,  aiid, 
vheD  it  was  afterwards  sent  to  the  printers.  Was 
found  to  have  been  marked.  And  there  appears, 
through  the  whole  of  this  business  to  hare  been  a 
disposition  to  implicate  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas* 
nry,  and  to  bring  bim  to  the  tribunal  of  a  paper 
estiUisbed  for  the  purpose,  I  have  no  doubt,  of  de- 
eming him,  and  industriously  circulated  through- 
out the  country.  Mr.  W.  said,  he  despised  the 
nriiiters  who  attack  our  public  men  witnout  evi- 
deoee,  bQt  he  should  de4>ise  them  more  if  they 
did  not  attack  them  with  evidence.  We  ought  to 
ioTestigate  this  matter,  said  Mr.  W.,  and  come  at 
the  truth,  with  the  best  evidence  we  can.  ^  The 
docQBieDts  in  the  case,  it  appeared,  had  been  in  the 
hands  of  a  member  before  tney  were  printed ;  and 
he^  baviog  a  desire  to  implicate  the  Secretary — 

[The  Speaker  said  he  could  not  allow  of  this 
sort  of  allusion  to  the  motives  of  members  in 
dehate.1 

Mr.  vTriobt  said  he  spoke  only  of  facts  dis- 
closed in  evidence.  It  appeared  that  the  gentle- 
man did  bring  forward  the  original  motion  calling 
for  these  papers,  and  in  speaking  to  one  of  the 
printers  of  the  nasMngton  RepMican,  he  told  him 
there  WIS  such  aa  omission,  which  implicated  the 
Secretary.  This  was  the  truth,  by  the  gentle- 
nian's  own  oath.  Mr.  W.  here  made  a  remark  on 
the  obligation  of  honor  to  perform  a  duty,  as  com- 
pved  with  the  oUigation  of  an  oath,  wnich  the 
tarter  did  not  distinctly  hear  or  comi)rehead. 
Arewe  to  be  alarmed  or  afraid  of  examining  into 
the  facts  of  a  case  because  they  may  operate  against 
%  member  of  this  House  ?  He  would  be  as  ftir 
from  implicating  a  man  without  evidence  as  any 
one  on  earth ;  but  with  evidence,  he  would  not 
hesitate  to  do  what  might  become  his  duty.  He 
looped  the  gentleman,  for  the  honor  and  character 
of  this  House,  would  explain  how  thb  mark  came, 
ind  h  it  on  tne  right  place,  and  he  considered  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  be  important  to 
exculpate  us  all.  If  the  offence  could  be  traced 
to  any  member  of  this  House,  he  would  expel 
him.  He  hoped  further  remarks  would  be  with- 
held^aad  that  the  House  would  purstie  the  inquiry, 
let  the  consequence  be  what  it  might.    FUU  Jtu- 

.^'  CaiJCBEBa,  of  Ohio,  said  that,  whatever 
tBight  grow  out  of  the  resolution,  it  was  very 
clear  to  him  that  no  good  could  grow  out  of  the 
farther  debate  of  it.  He  therefore  rose  to  requhre 
^previous  question. 

Mr.  Cook  said  he  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
^ithdiaw  his  motion  for  a  few  minutes.  It  was 
aae  to  hitn,  (Mr.  C.,)  that  he  should  have  an  op- 
portunity of  repelling  some  of  the  insinuations 
made  against  him  by  the  gentleman  who  last 
•poke. 


Mr.  Chajhbebs  withdrew  bis  motion. 

Mr.  Cook  said  it  had  not  been  his  intention  to 
have  said  any  thing  more  on  this  subject,  if  it  had 
not  been  required  of  him  in  self-defence.  But 
that  had  been  said,  which  gave  an  imposing  ap- 
pearance to  implications  against  him,  and  which 
the  gentleman  irom  Maryland  himself  would  be 
sorry  for^  when  he  knew  that  he  had  misrepre- 
sented his  testimony,  and  the  effect  was  the  satne, 
whether  the  misrepresentation  was  accidental  or 
intentional. 

Mr.  Wriobt  said  he  could  not  have  mistaken 
the  gentleman  or  misrepresented  him,  for  he  read 
from  the  printed  testimony  what  he  had  imputed 
to  him. 

Mr.  Cook  said  the  gentleman  cannot  have  read 
it  from  the  testimony,  because  it  is  not  there. 
The  gentleman  says  I  spoke  of  this  omission  to 
Mr.  Agg,  and  implicated  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

Mr.  Wright  explained  that  he  stated  (or  in- 
tended to  state)  that  the  effect  of  his  communica- 
tion to  Mr.  Agg  would  be  to  implicate  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Cook.  The  gentleman  should  separate 
what  I  state  from  the  effect  of  what  I  state,  when 
he  professes  to  repeat  my  testimony.  The  gen- 
tleman has  gone  into  a  course  of  examination  of 
my  testimony,  which  leaves  upon  his  mind  im- 
pressions which  involve  my  reputation,  and  then 
supposes  me  to  be  opposed  to  an  inquiry.  But^  I 
peremptorily  deny  that  I  am  opposed  to  an  in- 
quiry, to  the  fullest  extent ;  and  the  g^entleman  is 
not  candid  towards  me,  whether  by  inference  or 
direct  assertion,  when  he  intimates  that  I  am  op- 
posed to  a  direct  inquiry.  I  stated,  when  up  be- 
fore, that  I  was  in  favor  of  the  inquiry,  desiring 
it  only  to  be  more  comprehensive. 

Mr.  Wrioht.  The  gentleman  has  said  that 
this  inquiry  would  be  worse  than  the  Spanish  In- 
quisition. I  leave  to  the  House  to  decide,  from 
such  language,  whether  he  is  opposed  to  it  or  not. 

Mr.  Cook.  The  gentleman  has  stated  infer- 
ences not  warranted  by  the  fact.  He  has  stated 
as  fact  what  is  not  in  the  report.  He  says  Mr. 
Dickins  has  sworn  that  he  did  not  make  these 
marks.  The  gentleman  says,  likewise,  that  I  took 
an  unwarrantable  license  in  breaking  the  seals  of 
the  envelope  enclosing  these  documents,  and  car- 
rying them  to  my  room.  I  stated  in  evidence, 
however,  that  I  asked  permission  of  the  Clerk  of 
the  House  to  take  these  documents  to  my  lod^fing, 
for  the  convenience  of  there  looking  over  tnem, 
and  that  I  broke  the  seals  in  the  presence  of  the 
Clerk  of  this  House,  and  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  who  was  in  waiting  to 
make  alterations  in  this  very  report.  If  these  doc- 
uments had  never  been  printeo,  and  no  member 
of  this  House  had  been  permitted  to  examine  them, 
the  consequences  which  would  result  from  under- 
standing them  never  would  have  been  known  or 
felt  by  the  country.  But  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland;  said  Mr.  C,  has  indulged  in  another 
observation,  which  a  regard  for  my  character  re- 
quires me  to  take  notice  of.  The  gentleman  says 
he  would  not  regard  the  testimony  of  a  witness 
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who  would  decline  aDswering  an^  question  pro- 
pounded to  him,  no  matter  how  impertinent  or 
now  repulsive  to  his  rights.  I  disclaim  the  riffht 
of  this  House  to  know  Irom  me  the  author  of  this 
publication ;  I  disclaim  the  right  of  any  commit- 
tee to  ask  me  a  question  upon  any  matter  com- 
municated in  confidence  to  me.  I  know  mv 
rights.  Was  it  to  be  conjectured,  Mr.  C.  asked, 
because  he  knew  his  rights,  and  was  determined 
to  exercise  them,  he  had  an  occult  motive  for  con- 
cealing the  truth  ?  The  House  would  appreciate 
the  argument  of  the  gentleman  at  its  proper  value. 
And  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  Mr.  C.  said, 
had  shown  a  zeal,  at  least  equal  to  his  youth,  to 
break  down  the  Constitution,  and  to  violate  the 
rights  of  the  citizen,  for  the  purpose  of  gratifying 
feelings,  whether  public  or  private,  it  was  not  his 
purpose  to  inquire;  the  House  would  take  the 
ffentleman's  statements,  incorrect  as  they  had  been, 
for  what  thev  were  worth.  But,  Mr.  C.  continued, 
the  member  from  Maryland  is  willing  to  txpei  any 
member  of  this  House  who  dares  to  exercise  the 
right  of  discussing,  in  a  Constitutional  way,  the 
conduct  of  public  men 

Mr.  Wright.  I  said  no  such  thing.  When 
and  where  did  I  say  any  thing  of  the  sort  ?  I 
said  that  he  who  made  a  mark  on  a  public  docu- 
ment, and  then  charged  it,  in  an  anonymous  essay 
in  a  newspaper,  on  the  printers  or  on  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  ought  to  be  expelled  the 
House ;  and,  if  the  gentleman  did  so,  or  any  other 
member  did  so,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  gentle- 
man, who,  in  his  zeal,  identifies  himself  with  the 
writer  of  that  paper,  would  feel  as  much  contempt 
for  him  as  I  do. 

Mr.  Cook  said  that  the  explanation  still  amount- 
ed to  this:  that  the  gentleman  is  willing  to  expel 
a  member  of  this  House  because  he  has  dared  to 
exercise  the  Constitutional  right,  in  a  Constitu- 
tional manner,  of  discussing  a  public  matter  in  a 
public  manner.  But  another  fact  had  been  stated 
Dy  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  which  was  not 
to  be  found  in  the  testimony.  The  documents,  he 
says,  were  in  possession  of  myself  and  of  my 
friends;  and  when  the  gentleman  imputes  to  me 
statements  which,  if  I  had  made  them,  would  not 
be  true,  I  say  that  his  zeal  outruns  his  judgment, 
and  his  anxiety  on  one  point  makes  him  infringe 
on  the  bounds  of  right  in  another.  But  the  gen- 
tleman has  adverted  to  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Die- 
kins :  and  I  will  for  a  moment  also  advert  to  it, 
speaking  from  recollection  of  its  substance.  On 
tne  first  day  of  his  examination,  Mr.  Dickins  states 
he  has  no  recollection  of  the  letter  A  5.  On  the 
second,  when  he  is  pinned  down  to  the  fact,  that 
he  has  made  a  marginal  note  in  red  ink  on  the 
letter,  and  must  have  examined  it  and  read  it 
through,  because  he  could  not  have  made  the  note 
without  reading  it,  then  he  does  remember.  He 
remembers  having  referred  to  it,  when  the  subse- 
quent letter  of  May  5th  was  received.  On  the  26 
day,  the  disclosures  of  the  preceding  days  having 
been  reflected  upon  in  the  night,  he  says  he  re- 
members the  letter  well ;  that  the  letter  had  lain 
with  others  on  his  table,  and  that  he  had  referred 
toit  to  make  the  marginal  note.    This  is  the  pro- 


gress of  events — the  influence  of  iiiTeMigatioft^ 
the  operation  of  circumstances  disclosed  on  those 
whicn  are  to  be  disclosed.  On  the  first  day,  be 
recollects  nothing  of  the  letter ;  bat  in  two  shoct 
days  he  remembers  that  it  lay  upon  his  table  & 
long  time,  and  that  he  made  a  note  upon  it  in  red 
ink  he  perfectly  remembers.  If  the  geoslemaA 
from  Maryland  (said  Mr.  Cook)  is  dts|med  to  do 
me  that  justice  which  he  pretended  to  de&ue^ 
[The  Speaker  called  the  gentleman  to  order  for 
this  expression.]  If  the  ffentleinnn  had  done  me 
the  justice  to  deal  as  candidly  with  the  evidence 
of  that  witness  as  was  due  to  me,  and  ia  as  mndi 
dispHOsed  to  do  me  right  as  to  draw  irrational  aod 
strained  deductions  from  my  own  eridence,  he 
would  see  that  the  deduction  from  the  testimoaj 
of  Mr.  Dickins  is  so  irresistible,  that  an  honoral^ 
gentleman  who  was  as  well  versed  as  he  is  with 
investigations  before  juries,  woald  see^  that  justice 
would  lead  him  to  draw  inferences  wholly  diflere&t 
from  those  which  he  has  drawn  from  iL  He 
would  find  inferences  from  it  to  show  satisfacto- 
rily to  his  mind  that  the  marks  were  made  at  the 
Treasury.* 

*H0USI  OF  RXPBXSBVTATITXS,    U.  8., 

February  13,  16S3. 

Messrs.  Galis  6l  Ssatoh  :   in  joar  repMt  of  the 
debate  in  the  Houie  of  Reprefentatives,  of  the  5th  of 
February  initant,  contained  in  your  paper  of  thj«  day, 
on  Mr.  Caxtbxll's  resolatioui  relatire  to  the  pendl- 
marked  documents,  yoa  make  me  ny,  **oa  the  first 
day,  he  (Mr.  Dickins)  recollects  nothing  of  the  letter 
(A  6;)  but,  in  two  short  days,  he  remembers  that  it 
lay  upon  his  table  a  long  time,  and  that  ho  made  a 
note  upon  it  in  red  ink  he  perfectly   lemombeis." 
From  this  report  it  would  seem  that  I  spoke  of  the  tes- 
timony of  Mr.  Dickins  as  reported  by  tbe  eonmictaeu 
I  said  that,  in  two  short  days*  his  remeaabiantt  of  ths 
letter  (A  6)  became  perfect — whereas,  on  the  fiiat  ^y, 
he  had  **  no  recollection  of  that  letter,"  and  I  appsaled 
to  the  recollection  of  the  committee  to  sunam  my 
statement,  when  I  said  that  he  said  before  the  com- 
mittee that  he  not  only  recollected  rmSunng  to  ihs 
letter  (A  6)  at  the  time  the  letter  was  raoeiTed,  fe> 
which  the  red  ink  note  referred,  but  that  he  **  recol- 
lected that  letter  had  laid  some  time  npoa  his  tabW 
after  it  was  received,  and  before  it  waa  filed  awtj.^ 
This  does  not  appear  in  the  report  of  his  testimoaT, 
but  remembering  it  well  myself  to  have  been  stated,  I 
appealed  to  the  committee  to  say  whether  I  did  sot 
correctly  represent  his  statement. 

In  another  part  of  the  report  you  make  me  say.  **  I 
did  call  for  them,  (the  documents.)    Sir,  I  csUed  fv 
them  once,  and  the  call  is  answered.  The  answer  dii- 
dosed  the  existence  of  other  documents  pertinent  is 
the  call,  and,  because  they  were  not  eommnnicsted,  I 
made  another  call.    The  letters  in  answer  to  that  cafi 
are  not  sent  yet.    I  moved  a  third  call  on  the  last  day 
of  the  lest  session,  and  that  call  remains  nnanswered.*' 
Now,  the  observations  which  I  am  made  to  tapisn. 
«*  that  the  letters  in  answer  to  that  (the  ooeond)  caSI 
are  not  sent  yet,"  I  did  not  make.    It  would  net  hast 
been  warranted  by  fact ;  and  I  presume  yon  have.owhr^ 
stood  my  remark,  that  the  answer  to  the  third  csU  sas 
not  yet  sent,  applied  to  the  second.    I  deem  it  fspsr 
to  make  these  corrections,  because  I  had  had  as  in* 
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Mr.  Tattnall,  of  Georgia.  I  call  the  gentle- 
man to  order.  The  observations  he  is  makine 
are  not  at  all  connected  with  the  subject.  I  will 
001  Teoture  to  express  what  are  my  feelin|[8  at 
sod  an  attack  on  the  character  of  an  absent  indi- 
Tidotl,  as  the  gentlenaan  has  just  made — an  at- 
tack Dot  connected  with  the  subject  before  us. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  called  Mr.  Tattnall 
to  order,  as  taking  the  floor  from  Mr.  Cook. 

The  Spbakbb  said  that  the  obserrations  of  the 
geDtleoan  from  Illinois  were  not  a  breach  oforder ; 
what  they  were  abstractedly  he  could  not  undertake 
to  determine. 

Mr.  Cook  repeated,  that,  if  deductions  were  to 
be  drawn  from  facts,  the  deduction  from  the  evi- 
deoce  in  this  case  was  as  irresistible  as  any  deduc- 
lioQ  from  facts  can  be,  that  the  marks  were  made 
by  the  Clerk  at  the  Treasury  Department.  And 
the  veotleman  from  Maryland  states  my  evidence 
incorrectly.  I  stated,  in  evidence,  that  I  examined 
the  docotoeDts  slightly.  Yet  the  gentleman  would 
lead  Qs  to  suppose  that  I  had  given  them  a  close 
examioatioD.  [Mr.  Wbioht  denied  having  said 
this.]  1  understood  the  gentleman  to  say  so,  added 
Mr.  Cook.  So  far  as  I  have  understood  him 
wioDghr,  I  take  great  pleasure  in  correcting  my- 
self. Bat  the  honorable  member  finds  another 
soil  m  which  suspicion  sprouts.  He  finds  in  the 
/act,  that  I  called  for  these  documents,  something 
pecaliar.  I  did  call  for  them,  sir,  I  called  for 
them  once,  and  the  call  is  answered.  The  answer 
disclosed  the  existence  of  other  documents  perti- 
nent to  the  call,  and,  because  they  were  not  com- 
municated, I  made  another  call.  The  letters  in 
answer  to  that  call  are  not  sent  yet.  I  moved  a 
third  call  on  the  last  day  of  the  last  session,  and 
that  call  remains  unanswered.  And  I  ask  whe- 
^er,  if,  in  the  prolific  imagination  of  the  gentle- 
man, sQspieion  must  be  generated,  whether  a 
stronger  ground  for  it  is  not  afforded  in  these  facts 
than  that  which  he  has  taken  ?  I  do  not  choose 
to  make  this  suggestion.  I  leave  it  to  others  to 
n^  their  own  comments  on  it.  Whilst^  how- 
efer,  the  gentleman  was  displaying  the  fertility  of 
his  imagioation  and  the  resources  of  his  genius  in 
^njeetares  on  one  side,  Mr.  C.  said  he  would 
Ask  him  to  extend  his  conjectures  a  little  on  the 
o^er,  Ac.  The  honorable  member  from  Een- 
^^cky,  too,  had  found  fault  with  his  (Mr.  C's.) 

*pMtion  of  my  remarks  before  they  went  to  press.     I 
vn,  Tciy  rmpectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  P.  COOK. 

[The  Reporter  for  the  National  iDtelligeocer  has  no 
<'Kpoiition  to  oppose  his  recollection,  nor  even  his 
Qot«i,  to  those  of  a  member,  concerning  his  own  re- 
iDtrki  in  debate.  It  would  not  be  at  all  surprising 
<hoQld  the  Reporter,  where  he  is  posted,  misconceive 
or  &il  to  hear  a  member,  when  be  is  frequently  mis- 
^Bdmtood  by  those  nearest  to  him.  The  repetition  of 
*•  KQtenoe,  moreover,  may  well  deceive  the  Reporter, 
**  mttn  to  have  been  the  iiact  in  the  ease  of  misap- 
pnheniion,  last  noticed  by  Mr.  Cook.  It  would  be 
proper  to  add,  that  no  member  had  an  opportunity,  on 
tba  occiiioD,  of  inspecting  his  remarks  before  they 
»«tioiheprtss.] 


refusal  to  answer  a  question  propounded  to  him 
before  the  committee,  and  had  said  that  a  suppres- 
sion of  truth  is  equivalent  to  falsehood.  The 
principle,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  a  sound  one.  But  he 
asked  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky^  whether,  if 
a  question  were  put  to  him  which  mvolved  nia 
Constitutional  rights,  it  was  not  his  privilege,  a» 
a  member  of  this  House — as  a  member  of  the 
American  community,  to  refuse  to  answer  a  ques- 
tion in  direct  violation  of  those  rights?  He  asked 
where  was  the  right  of  the  honorable  member  to 
found  a  suspicion  on  that  refusal  t  I  consulted 
my  own  sense  of  rights  and  propriety,  said  Mr. 
C,  and  the  question  was  one  which,  both  in  right 
and  in  honor,  I  was  bound  to  object  to.  But  the 
honorable  member  has  found  out  there  is  a  con- 
spiracy in  this  business.  It  is  easy,  said  Mr.  C, 
to  indulge  in  declamation — or  assertion  when 
nothing  else  is  left  to  the  party  to  found  his  argu- 
ment upon  but  assertion.  Where  is  the  evidence 
of  a  conspiracy  on  this  subject?  Has  the  gentle- 
man furnished  you  with  any  evidence  of  the  fact  ? 
Or  has  he  resorted  to  the  same  source,  whence  other 
suspicions  have  been  drawn — to  ima^nation?  [The 
Speakeb  declared  that  this  lanffuaffe  was  not  in 
order.]  When  remarks  are  induiffed  on  one  side 
of  a  question,  said  Mr.  C,  and.  befieve  me^  I  mean 
not  to  impu^  the  conduct  ot  the  Chair,  I  have 
neither  motive  nor  reason  to  do  so;  but  when 
arguments  are  used  to  produce  an  effect  upon  an 
individual  here,  candor,  equal-handed  justice,  re- 
quires that  those  remarks  should  be  repelled. 

The  Speaksb  said,  if  members  allege  in  debate 
any  fact,  and  reason  from  it,  they  are  in  order ; 
but  imputation  of  improper  motives  to  other  mem- 
bers of  the  House  is  not  admissible. 

Mr.  Cook  resumed.  The  honorable  member 
from  Maryland  thinks  the  effect  of  the  proposi- 
tion I  have  Submitted,  by  way  of  amendment  to 
the  original  resolution,  will  bie  to  divert  the  in- 
quiry from  its  proper  channel,  and  that  other  mat- 
ter will  be  introduced,  calculated  to  overlay  and 
smother  the  first  inquiry.  If,  sir,  the  honorable 
member  has  that  desire  that  purity  should  pervade 
every  branch  of  the  Qovemment,  which  ne  pro- 
fesses to  have,  I  ask  the  honorable  gentleman  if 
it  be  not,  in  his  opinion,  tit  and  proper  to  investi- 
gate the  whole  transaction  of  which  the  docu- 
ments are  the  basis — to  show  the  quo  ontmo,  the  in- 
tention with  which  these  marks  were  made.  If 
there  is,  in  the  whole  history  of  this  transaction, 
such  a  violation  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
the  country,  as  I  apprehend  will  be  developed,  I 
ask  whether  it  is  not  a  source  from  which  to  draw 
a  conjecture  as  rational  as  any  the  gentleman  has 
furnished  1  Is  my  amendment  a  suppression  of 
any  part  of  the  inquiry  ?  No ;  it  is  calculated  to 
bring  out  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  noth- 
ing but  the  truth.  Why,  then,  I  ask,  in  turn, 
does  the  gentleman  wish  to  separate  this  part  of 
the  inquiry  from  the  other.  They  are  twin  bro- 
thers^ connected  by  the  closest  ties  of  consan- 
guinity ;  and  the  one  furnishes  fair  grounds  from 
which  to  draw  results  as  to  the  other.  Am  I, 
therefore,  to  be  represented  as  opposed  to  the 
I  inquiry  because  I  wish  to  bring  the  whole  matter 
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before  the  House?     Is  the  honorable  member 
justified — can  he  reconcile  it  to  his  own  sense 
4ft  right,  to  infer  that  I  wish  to  prerent  inquiry 
into  anv  part  of  this  transaction?    It  is  not 
proposed,  by  this  resolution,  that  the  committee 
•hall  ascertain  who  is  the  author  of  the  publica- 
tion in  the  newsinpers ;  and  gentlemen  have  not 
ventured  to  submit  that  proposition  to  the  House. 
It  is  better  to  use  it  in  amiment,  to  meet  the  pub- 
lic ear,  than  to  brine  it  forward  in  the  shape  of  a 
proposition  in  this  House.    Such  a  proposition, 
Mr.  C.  said,  he  should  consider  as  one  of  the  moet 
important  questions  that  could  come  before  the 
House — the  question  of  the  power  of  this  House 
to  bring  to  its  bar  persons  who  discuss  public  mea- 
sures outside  of  its  walls.    What  did  the  Ameri- 
can people  say,  when  Congress  legislated  so  as  to 
make  them  amenable  to  the  courts,  protected  by 
all  the  forms  of  law,  dec,  for  discussions  of  the 
character  of  the  Government  or  of  officers  of  the 
Government?    That  law,  so  to  speak,  revolu- 
ttontzed  this  country.     The  attempt  to  invade 
the  Constitutional  riffhts  of  the  peofile  was  repell^ 
with  indignation.    But  a  new  tribunal  is  now 
proposed,  not  less  odiouK,  he  repeated,  than  the 
Spanish  Inquisition,  to  wrest  rrom  liberty  and 
.virtue  their  true  guaitl,  and  shield  corruption  from 
detection  and  exposure.    This  was  the  proposition 
gentlemen  have  not  ventured  to  offer — which  the 
people  would  receive  with  indignation.    It  would 
oe  a  lawless  and  tyrannical  invasion  of  the  rights 
of  the  people^  and  he  trusted  it  would  cover  with 
aa  much  indignation  those  who  project  it  as  the 
odious  sedition  law  of  1798  did  cover  its  authors. 
The  people  never  will,  while  the  bipod  of  freemen 
runs  warm  in  their  veins,  whilst  the  genuine  feel- 
ings of  '76  continue  to  exist,  they  never  wiU  con- 
sent that  this  daring  encroachment  should  be 
made  upon  a  riffht,  the  dearest  that  we  have. 
Let  an  individualundertake  to  discuss  in  a  news- 
paper the  honesty  or  fairness  of  our  proceedings — 
18  there  any  one  l^re  who  would  sanction  the 
idea  of  calling  him  before  us  to  answer  for  it  ?   If 
tills,  said  Mr.  C,  is  to  be  a  foretaste  of  what  we 
ace  to  have  in  future,  Gbd  Jcnows  our  Constitution 
is  in  danger,  and  the  public  liberty  is  in  danger. 
And  does  a  person  becoming  a  member  of  this 
House  lose  his  Constitutional  richt  to  discuss  else- 
where any  measure  because  he  aeeomes  a  member 
of  this  House?    If  he  injure  any  one,  the  law 
afifords  him  redress.    If  an  individual  be  injured 
and  his  fair  fame  torn  from  him.  the  Constitu- 
tion has  given  him  ample  renaedy,  by  authorizinjg^ 
him  to  apply  to  a  court  of  justice  for  redress.   This 
is  the  remedy  for  the  abase  of  the  press ;  and  it 
is  the  only  one  which  the  people  of  this  countij. 
living  under  the  shade  of  the  tree  of  liberty,  will 
■auction  for  the  protection  of  character,  public  or 
private,  from  investigation. 

Mr.  Bbbokenbidge,  of  Kentucky,  rose,  but  yield- 
ed the  floor,  to 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Massachusetts.  He  did  not 
rise  to  enter  into  this  discussion,  but,  as  a  member 
of  the  former  committee,  to  make  some  explana- 
tory remarks.  Whatever  excitement  there  was 
in  the  House  on  the  subject  at  thb  moment,  it 


was  gratifviuff  to  remark  the  fatrnese  and  cudor 
with  which  the  report  of  the  commictee  had  beet 
treated.  The  committee,  said  Mr.  D.,  did  km 
hesitate  thoroughly  to  probe  the  matter  referred  Vb 
them^  as  lar  ns  they  went.  The  committee  im 
appointed  ostensibly  to  inquire  into  the  eomet- 
ness  of  the  conduct  of  Cfales  db  Seaton;  let 
attached  to  the  letter  of  Gales  db  Seatoo.  vis  a 
document^  copied  from  the  Washington  Rotfali- 
can,  implicating  also  the  Sfcretnry  of  th€  net- 
sary,  and  the  committee  were  of  opinion  thit  tber 
ought  to  go  into  an  investigntion  of  that  raatia 
also,  being  thus  referred  to  thenx.  To  these  tvo 
points  the  committee  bent  their  powers  in  tk 
course  of  their  investigation.  If  the  geotleaiu 
from  Illinois  should  say,  that  the  eommittee  bad 
not  probed  the  matter  to  the  bottom,  Mr.  D.  wooU 
ask,  what  was  the  obstacle  which  prevented  tka 
from  doing  so  ? 

Mr.  Cook  said,  he  had  not  the  least  ioteniira 
to  intimate  that  the  committee  had  not  hon^^tlT 
and  ably  performed  its  duties. 

Mr.  DwioHT  said  he  was  happy  to  receire  thu 
explanation  from  the  gentleman.  He  proceeM 
to  notice  some  points  examined  and  decided  in  t» 
committee,  which  the  committee  had  not  thowbt 
it  necessary  to  spread  upon  their  report.  Oat 
question  was,  whether  the  committee  should  ex- 
press an  opinion  as  to  the  relevancy  of  tbepartre- 
ular  paragraph  erased  in  letter  A  5.  It  was  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  committee,  as  the  doc- 
uments  were  before  the  House,  showing  very 
clearly  the  nature  of  the  thing  therein  referred  to. 
that  it  was  not  necessary  for  the  committee  to  ^^ 

Srt  upon  that  point.  There  is  a  single  fact,  said 
r.  D.,  which  speaks  volumes  on  this  subjed. 
Though  not  printed,  the  passage  in  qoestion  wa? 
communicated  to  the  House  in  words  and  tetten 
so  plain,  that  he  who  ran  might  read  it  In  re- 
gard to  another  question  which  arose  id  the  eom- 
mittee, I  must  say,  observed  Mr.  D.,  chat  I  diftr 
in  opinion  from  ttie  gentleman  from  Illinois,  vi^ 
respect  to  his  rights.  I  know  no  CoDstitiitiooal 
rignt  that  any  member  has  to  say  he  will  declisc 
answering  a  question  propounded  to  him  hj  ti- 
thority  of  the  House,  unless  the  answer  to  that 

Soestion  would  implicate  himself.    I  ay  just  as 
atly  that  there  was  no  implication  of  the  cofi- 
duct  of  that  gentleman  by  tne  committee.    I  be- 
lieve that  the  committee  had  the  power,  if  ther 
chose  to  exercise  it,  to  compel  the  gentleouifl  to 
answer  the  question  to  which  he  olnected.    It  be 
came  important  to  ascertain  whether  any  object 
could  be  ^ined  by  knowing  who  was  the  author  of 
the  letter  in  the  Republican.    The  committee  were 
of  opinion,  that  the  person  who  wrote  that  letter  did 
it  in  conscNquence  of  having  seen  the  certified  copv 
of  the  marked  letter  obtained  from  the  Ckrrs 
Office,  and  of  course  could  not  know  aay  thisf 
about  the  original  marker  of  the  doeumcat.    Tk 
ascertainment  of  the  writer  of  that  letter,  torn 
have  had  no  bearing  on  the  question  of  wk 
marked  the  original  document,  beoause  his  lalor 
mation  was  posterior  to  the  printiag  of  it    Tk 
committee  were  therefore  of  opinion  tbatir«*s 
not  material  to  the  necessary  objects  of  the  iiK*^ 
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to  know  wko  wms  the  aathorof  the  letter.  The 
committee,  though  they  might  have  committed 
the  witness  for  refustng  to  answer-— or  at  least 
baie  reported  him  to  the  House  for  the  exercise 
of  its  attthority,  on  the  ground  of  a  contempt  of  it, 
thought  the  object  was  not  of  sufficient  import- 
ance to  justify  so  serious  a  proceeding.  In  con- 
eiosioD,  Mr.  u,  said,  that  whatever  might  have 
been  the  feelings  with  which  gentlemen  went  into 
committee  on  this  subject,  he  believed  there  was 
oot,  at  the  close  of  the  inquiry,  the  least  doubt,  on 
the  mind  of  any  member  of  the  committee,  of  the 
eatire  innocence  of  the  persons  implicated  in  the 
letter  out  of  which  the  inquiry  grew. 

Mr.  Sauudgbs,  of  North  Carolina,  said  heshould 
not  have  spoken  on  this  occasion,  but  for  the  atate- 
meotof  the  proceedings  in  committee,  by  the  gen- 
tlemao  from  Massachusetts,  in  which  he  (Mr.  S.) 
beiog  a  member  of  that  committee,  had  differed 
io  opiaion  from  the  majority  of  it.  The  gentie- 
miQ  from  Illinois  had  suggested,  that  the  commit- 
tee did  not  fully  understand  the  question.  What 
ke  means  by  this,  tmid  Mr.  S.,  I  do  not  know,  un- 
less it  be,  that  they  did  not  give  that  direction  to 
^e  inquiry  which  would  have  comported  with 
his  Tiews  and  feelings. 

Mr.  Cook  said  he  did  not  mean  to  say  that  the 
committee  did  not  understand  the  general  subject 
before  them,  but  that  they  did  not  understand  the 
particolar  bearing  of  the  paragraph  suppressed  in 
^eHontsville  letter. 

Mr.  SADitnBas.  I  will  then  proceed  to  no- 
tice tbe  attack  which  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
bas  thooght  proper  to  make  upon  the  testimony 
of  Mr.  Dickins.  I  shall  always  hold  it  to  be  m^ 
<iaif,  said  Mr.  8.,  not  to  make  any  charge  on  this 
ikor  which  I  would  not  make  elsewhere,  and  not 
to  make  a  charge  here  asainst  any  man  who  is 
aot  here  to  demd  himself.  I  will  say,  in  behalf 
of  Mr.  Diekins,  whom  I  knew  not  wfore  I  saw 
lum  whilst  unon  that  committee,  that  bis  evidence 
was  to  me  clear,  explicit,  and  uncontradictory ; 
K  though  he  was  examined  on  three  different 
^^J^  it  was  not  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  com- 
^it^w,  or  because  they  doubted  bis  testimony,  but 
these  eiaminations  were  in  a  great  measure  press- 
^.  W  the  gentleman  from  Urtnois  himself,  and 
^ith  other  views,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  than  merely 
|<|  elicit  faets  bearing  upon  the  question  imme- 
diatelf  before  us.  It  ought  to  be  stated,  too,  in 
Justice  to  Mr.  Dickins,  that  he  had  not  the  oppor- 
tonity,  which  was  extended  to  the  gentleman 
uom  lllioois,  of  drawing  up  a  statement  of  his 
own  testimony.  It  is  true  that  the  notes  of  his 
erideoce  were  read  over  to  him,  and  I  know  not 
u^at  be  objected  to  any  part  of  it ;  but  that  was  a 
Very  diflerent  thing  from  correcting  it  himself. 
"  did  not  occur  to  me,  lutil  after  hotring  the  re- 
inarks  made  to-day,  that  that  opportunitv  ought 
J^  bave  been  aflfordea  him.  Bo  far  as  I  understood 
^'-  Dickins,  he  said  nothing  on  the  first  day  of 
hi^  examioation  which  went  to  contradict  what 

k^*^  on  the  third  day.  He  said  be  had  not  seen 
^  papers  since  they  went  from  his  office  until 
\  dfty  or  two  before  his  examination,  and  he  as- 
^ed  reasons  why  he  did  mark  certain  of  these 


letters  without  having  referred  to  them  to  refresh 
his  memory.  The  particular  letter  which  related 
to  a  quarrel  between  the  Tombigbee  Bank  and 
the  Savannah  Bank,  he  informed  the  committee, 
was  that  of  which  part  was  pasted  over ;  and  so 
it  proved  to  be.  But,  if  Mr.  D.  had  been  incorrect 
in  this  statement,  it  ought  not  to  have  induced  the 
gentleman  to  impeach  his  testimony.  So  far  as  I 
understood  it,  it  was  given  freely,  openly,  and 
without  reserve.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois  has 
spoken  of  a  correction  which  Mr.  Dickins  was 
waiting  in  the  Clerk's  office  to  make  in  the  report, 
at  the  time  that  he  (Mr.  C.)  broke  the  seals.  I 
know  not  whether  the  ffentteman  was  present 
when  Mr.  D.  stated  the  object  of  that  correction ; 
but  if  he  was  present,  it  was  due  to  the  House  that 
he  should  have  stated  the  fact.  Mr.  Dickins 
stated  ^at  be  came  to  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of 
the  House,  not  to  make  any  alteration  in  the  re- 
port, but  to  mark  the  letter  X  as  an  indication 
of  reference  to  some  one  of  the  documents. 
The  gentleman  from  Illinois  thinks  that  Mr. 
Dickins  must  have  had  the  letter  A  5  in  his  recol- 
leotion,  because  he  made  a  note  upon  it  in  red 
ink;  and  this  is  a  circumstance  which  induces 
him  to  attempt  to  fix  upon  Mr.  Dickins  the  making 
of  the  pencil  marks  upon  it.  But  the  red  ink  mark 
is  upon  the  back  of  the  letter,  merely  referring  to 
the  letter  to  connect  it  with  other  subsequent  let- 
ters from  the  same  bank.  I  did  not  understand 
Mr.  D.  to  say,  that  he  had  read  the  contents  of 
that  letter,  but  merely  that  he  had  read  all  that 
was  important  in  it,  of  which  the  omitted  para- 
graph could  not  be  said  to  form  a  part.  I  have 
made  these  remarks,  not  to  justify  Mr.  Dickins ; 
not  that  he  requires  mv  intenerence,  but  because 
an  attack  has  been  made  upon  him  by  a  ^ntleman 
in  his  place  here,  and  because  it  ts  due  to  the 
committee  to  give  this  explanation  of  his  tes- 
timony. 

Mr.  S.  then  proceeded  to  state  the  reasons  which 
induced  him  to  believe  it  was  within  the  province 
of  the  committee  to  investigate  the  particular  point 
of  who  was  the  writer  of  the  letter  in  the  Wash- 
ington Republican.  I  did  not,  that  I  recollect, 
put  to  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  the  particular 
question  whether  he  knew  the  author  of  A.  B. — 
but  I  asked  him,  if  after  getting  a  certified  copy 
of  the  marked  letter,  he  communicated  it  to  any 
one  ?  He  answered  yes,  to  a  fHend.  I  then  asked 
him  if  the  friend  to  whom  he  communicated  that 
letter,  was  the  author  of  A.  B.*?  He  said^  No; 
that  he  only  knew  the  author  from  information  of 
him  received  through  a  third  person.  I  asked  him, 
who  was  the  thini  person?  This  question  he 
declined  answering.  As  to  the  individual  who 
wrote  the  letters  in  the  Washington  Republican, 
I  had  no  wish  to  inculpate  him  or  them ;  but  I 
sought  for  their  names,  that  the  examination  ot 
them  raiffht  l^d  to  the  disclosure  of  some  facts 
connected  with  the  marking  of  the  document.  I 
cared  not  who  the  writer  in  question  might  be — 
whether  a  member  of  this  House  or  of  the  Senate; 
whether  he  wrote  in  one  paper  or  another — but 
I  wished  to  know  whether  he  knew  of  any  partic- 
ular fact  which  would  lead  to  this  discovery. 
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With  this  view,  I  would  not  insist  on  any  indi- 
vidual criminating  himself;  biit,  if  the  witness 
refused  to  answer  a  question  relevant  and  proper 
for  effecting  the  object  of  inquiry,  I  should  not 
hesitate  to  commit  him.  1  must  here  be  permitted 
to  remark,  that  the  gentlemen  no  doubt  refused  to 
answer  the  questions  which  were  put  to  them  from 
the  honest  conviction  on  their  own  minds,  that  the 
questions  were  irrelevant,  and  that  the  circum- 
stances about  which  the  questions  were  asked  had 
been  communicated  in  confidence.  But  how  far 
it  is  the  province  of  a  witness  to  decide  on  the 
relevancy  of  a  question  put  hy  those  who  are  le- 
gally authorized  t(»  propound  it,  they  had  no  right 
to  determine.  I  consider,  said  Mr.  1$.,  that  the 
questions  were  relevant,  and  that  the  parties  were 
bound  to  answer  them.  In  this  business  there  is 
but  one  secret^who  made  the  marks  ?  Thwrecords 
of  the  House  were  mutilated.  It  appeared  to  him, 
that  about  this  there  could  and  ought  not  to  be 
any  thing  like  confidence.  When  that  gallant 
man,  General  Eaton,  was  called  on,  in  a  court  of 
justice,  in  the  trial  of  Aaron  Burr^  to  disclose  what 
had  been  communicated  to  him  in  confidence,  he 
did  not  hesitate  at  a  full  disclosure,  on  the  princi- 
ple, that,  to  break  faith  with  an  individual  when 
the  liberties  of  his  country  were  in  danger,  was 
not  fraud,  but  virtue.  So,  it  seemed  to  him,  to 
violate  the  supposed  confidence  of  which  gentle- 
men speak,  wnen  innocence  was  assailed,  would 
not  be  dishonorable,  but  proper.  Gentleman,  how- 
ever, had  their  own  views  of  this  subject,  and 
would  act  in  compliance  with  them.  1  thought 
then,  sir,  and  I  still  think,  that  these  questions 
ought  to  have  been  answered,  in  order  to  disclose 
every  thing  that  could  lead  to  a  full  understanding 
of  the  subject.  It  was  about  the  20th  of  February, 
nearly  a  year  ago,  that  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
made  this  discovery.  But  the  gentleman  did  not 
then  consider  if  a  matter  of  such  importance  as  to 
merit  notice,  though  he  made  tv^o  calls  subsequently 
by  resolutions.  Now,  however,  it  has  become  im- 
portant in  the  gentleman's  estimation,  and  now 
ne  wishes  the  committee  to  be  clothed  with  a  dis- 
tinct power  to  examine  whether  the  erasure  was 
or  was  not  important.  As  regards  the  third  call 
which  the  gentleman  speaks  of,  and  the  implica- 
tion he  wishes,  by  means  of  its  remaining  unan- 
swered, to  fix  on  the  Treasury  Department — ^the 
gentleman  should  recollect  that  when,  in  the  com- 
mittee room,  he  drew  the  attention  of  Mr.  Dickins 
to  the  call,  Mr.  Dickins  told  him  that  every  fact 
in  relation  to  the  subject  had  been  already  com- 
municated ;  that  they  differed  in  opinion  as  to  the 
terms  of  the  resolution ;  and,  when  it  was  exam- 
ined, the  recollection  of  Mr.  Dickins  was  found  to 
be  correct. 

Mr.  Cook  said  the  gentleman  was  mistaken  as 
to  the  fact.  It  must  have  been  some  member  of 
the  committee  who  had  differed  from  Mr.  D.  on 
this  point,  dbc. — ^not  he.  (Mr.  Cook.) 

Mr.  Sadndsrb  said  he  thought  he  could  not  be 
mistaken,  because  the  incident  produced  some 
words.  But  it  is  a  matter  of  no  importance,  said 
Mr.  S.:  I  only  mentioned  it  to  show  that  the 
Clerk  (Mr.  Dickins)  selected  all  the  papers  within 


the  meaning  of  the  call.  Mr.  S.  said  he  hadk 
little  more  to  add.  He  did  not  suppose  ibaitbe 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  iUuioi^s  oogb 
to  have  been  incorporated  in  the  motioo,  becsex 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois  hinxsel^  during  tk 
last  session  of  Congress,  with  a  paxtieular  riev, 
no  doubt,  introduced  three  separate  resolutioos 
into  this  House,  all  tendine  to  the  saoie  point, asd, 
if  he  was  not  yet  satisfied,  it  was  hts  duty  lo  to- 
stitute  a  special  committee  to  search  out  aed  io^ 
low  up  the  subject.  If  there  has  been  any  ihiif 
wrong  in  the  administration  of  the  Treasary  De- 
partment, let  him  follow  it  up.  But  the  geotit- 
man  is  forestalling  the  departmeot,  by  nakm 
this  investigation  before  the  last  call  which  ik 
made  is  answered.  It  appears  to  me,  saud  Mi.S. 
that  the  original  resolution  ought  to  be  adopid 
and  upon  the  very  ground  that  there  had  bees  i 
difference  of  opinion  in  the  former  committee  k 
to  their  powers,  which  would  be  obviated  by  ^^ 
institution  of  a  new  committee.  I  will  say  loiiK 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  notwithstandiog  the  te^ 
rors  of  the  sedition  act  which  he  has  held  oTcroff 
heads,  if  I  had  the  authority  of  the  committee  ci»- 
fided  to  me,  I  would  know  the  real  name  of  tk 
author  of  A.  B.,for  the  purpose  of  knowing  wbetii- 
er  he  himself  made  these  marks  or  not.  1  would 
not  go  to  the  printers  of  the  newspaper ;  I  wouk 
have  nothing  to  do  with  thenci,  bet^nse  it  ^tr 
them  a  kind  of  consequence  which  they  would  oot 
otherwise  possess.  I  would  not,  further,  beeaase 
it  is  declared  by  gentlemen  of  this  Honse  ihst 
they  know  the  author ;  and  I  hare  stated  wbai 
course  I  should  be  wiilin|r  to  pursue^  to  extract  a 
answer  from  them  to  a  simple  question.  The  se- 
dition act  has  nothing  to  do  with  this  matter.  1 
never  would  shackle  the  press^  but  if  I  thougbi 
any  man  could  inform  us  of  the  author  of  ihtse 
erasures,  dbc.,  I  would  not  dispense  him  from  fir- 
ing answers  to  questions  put  to  him  beesose  bt 
happens  to  be  connected  with  a  newspaper. 

Air.  QiLMER,  of  Greorgia,  said  he  had  deter- 
mined not  to  address  the  House  on  this  sabiecL 
because  he  had  found  that  it  would  be  difficQlt  sc 
to  arrange  his  ideas,  as  to  bring  the  expressioD  &' 
them  within  the  rules  laid  down  by  the  Speske. 
for  the  government  of  members  engaging  ia  \» 
debate.  But  his  intention  had  been  changed  bf 
the  course  which  the  debate  bad  taken.  We 
ought  not,  said  Mr.  6.,  to  trust  a  man  who  is  not 
honest.  A  charge  cannot  be  made  against  one  of 
the  departments,  involving  imputations  of  fii^ 
hood  or  of  fraud,  that  our  duty  does  not  call  npoa 
us  lo  examine  into  it.  It  is  our  duty  to  the  peo- 
ple to  preserve  this  House  as  pure  as  any  of  t» 
departments.  And,  if  there  shall  be  any  cha^ 
against  any  member  of  the  House,  which  inrolre 
fidsehood  or  fraud,  it  ought  to  be  folly  examined. 
Every  four  or  five  years,  said  Mr.  G^  you  wi£ 
find  men  looking  forward  to  the  first  offices  of  i^e 
Government ;  not  one  man  only,  bat  a  nambv 
who  stand  nearly  on  an  equality,  and  have  ti^ 
friends  here.  Hence,  if  you  do  not  punish  laa 
who  make  false  charges  against  these  public  0^1 
this  House  will  b€»come  a  scene  of  mtrigse.  01 
fraud,  and  falsehood.    Shall  we  say  to  the  ptople 
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it  is  oecessarj  your  Executive  shftll  be  pure,  and 
yet  come  to  the  determinatioQ,  that,  when  charges 
are  made  by  members  of  this  body,  which  are 
withoQt  foundation,  and  known  to  b!e  false  by  the 
meiober  or  members  who  make  them,  that  we  will 
not  search  out  and  pvbish  such  unworthy  persons  1 
Mr.  MooHE,  of  Alabama,  called  the  gentleman 
to  order,  on  the  ground  of  personality. 

The  Speaker  decided  that  the  member  was  in 
order,  his  observations  being  abstract,  and  not 
personally  applied. 

Mr.  Gilmer  proceeded.    When  a  charge  is 
made  ia  regard  to  a  member  of  this  House,  we 
ought  to  adopt  the  same  rule  which  we  univer- 
sauy  do  io  regard  to  the  head  of  a  department 
Who  has  ever  heard,  when  a  charge  is  made 
aga,last  any  head  of  a  department,  that  an  investi- 
gation of  it  is  opposed  /    Why,  then,  should  in- 
restigation  be  opposed,  when  a  charge  is  made 
against  a  member  of  this  House  1    Why,  on  such 
an  occasion,  shall  we  hear  so  much  clamor  about 
Constitutional  privileges?     A  charge  is  made 
against  some  member  of  this  House,  not  named ; 
and  if  the  member  against  whom  it  is  made  has 
been  guilty  of  falsehood,  and  if  we  can  prove  that 
any  member  has  made  use  of  the  papers  of  this 
House  for  the  purpose  of  stating  falsehood,  there 
is  not  an  honest  member  here  present  who  will 
not  rote  for  his  expulsion.    A  charge  has  been 
made,  throush  the  medium  of  the  newspapers,  by 
a  member  of  this  House,  which  is  proved  to  be 
false^  and  the  papers  of  this  House  have  been  used 
to  give  color  to  the  falsehood.    Why,  then,  did 
the  member  make  this  false  charge  ?    For  what 
purpose?    There  is  not  a  man  who  hears  me, 
who  does  not  know  for  what  purpose  it  was  made. 
If.  said  Mr.  B.,  there  is  a  man  hi^h  in  office, 
whose  character  makes  him  a  prominent  candi- 
date for  the  first  office  in  the  gift  of  his  coimtry, 
we  should  preserve  and  not  destroy  that  charac- 
ler^-Qot  by  shielding  him  or  his  conduct  from  in- 
^oiry,  for  inquiry  gives  confidence,  but  by  pro- 
tecting it  from  injurious  assault,  under  covert  of 
the  pririleges  of  this  House.  Who  knows  whether 
the  libeller  be  a  member  of  this  House  or  of  the 
other  1  1  am  not  sure,  sir,  that  I  did  not  just  now 
see  the  ntao  skulking  behind  the  curtains  in  our 
gallery.  The  man  who  would  make  a  false  charge 
under  an  anonymous  signature,  no  honest  man 
wishes  to  come  in  contact  with.    It  has  been  said, 
that  we  cannot  institute  an  inquiry  as  to  the  au- 
thor of  this  calumnious  publication,  without  yio- 
lating  the  rights  of  members  of  this  House.    I 
TecoUeet,  sir,  that  a  member  of  this  House  did  at 
the  last  session^  on  this  floor,  make  a  charge  of 
corruption  against  the  head  of  one  of  the  depart- 
ments, and  of  a  violation  of  the  Constitution  by 
a  member  of  the  Senate.    We  may  then  make 
this  House  an  inquisition  to  charge  a  Senator  with 
baring  violated  the  law,  and  yet,  when  a  charge 
of  much  peater  moral  guilt  comes  against  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  be  is  to  be  protected  by  his  plea 
9^  privilege.    I  do  not  know,  sir,  how  far  I  am 
justified  in  ^oing  in  stating  facts,  extraneous  to 
the  subject  immediately  before  the  House,  in  order 
to  designate,  by  this  sort  of  testimony,  tne  mem- 


ber whom  I  believe  to  have  been  capable  of  this 
act.  I  should  like  the  Speaker  to  inform  me  on 
this  point. 

The  Speaker  said  the  gentleman  would  be 
justified  in  stating  any  facts  which  induced  him 
to  suppose  that  any  member  of  this  House  had 
any  agency  in  suppressing  any  part  of  the  docu- 
ments which  were  the  subject  of  the  present  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  Gilmer  said  it  was  now  understood,  from 
the  evidence  before  the  former  committee,  that 
there  was  no  possibility  of  getting  at  affirmative 
testimony,  to  establish  who  was  the  author  of 
those  marks.  What  he  wished  to  know  from  the 
Speaker  was,  whether  he  could,  in  reasoning, 
make  use  of  extraneous  facts,  having  relation  to 
the  conduct  of  a  member  of  this  House  upon  other 
occasions,  to  show  why  he  believed  him  guilty  on 
the  present  occasion  ? 

The  Speaker  *gave  a  negative  answer  to  this 
proposition,  in  terms  which  escaped  the  reporter's 
ear. 

Mr.  Gilmer  said  he  had  wished  to  make  use  of 
the  testimony  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  (holding 
up  a  bundle  of  papers,)  which,  in  connexion  with 
the  testimony  given  in  to  the  late  committee  of 
investigation,  afforded  strong  presumptive  proof, 
to  his  mind,  that  there  had  been  most  unfair  deal- 
ing, on  the  part  of  some  member  of  the  House,  on 
this  subject.    I  do  not  mean  to  say  who  this  mem- 
ber is,  said  Mr.  G.,  because  that  fact  I  am  not 
authorized  to  state,  but,  when  this  committee  shall 
be  constitute  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining^  who 
is  the  man,  I  shall  feel  myself  perfectly  at  liberty 
to  suffgest  to  that  committee  a  train  of  reasoning 
which  will  go  very  near  convicting  the  man  whom 
I  believe  concerned  in  it.    I  am  very  willing  to 
admit  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  testimony  given 
to  the  House  by  the  former  committee  of  investi- 
gation, which  goes  to  prove  that  any  member  of 
this  House  has  been  guilty  of  the  alteration  of  this 
letter.    But  the  committee  stopped,  in  the  inquiry, 
at  the  very  point  of  ascertaining  the  fact.    When 
any  member  is  openly  charged,  as  I  now  charge 
the  author  of  A.  a,  with  being  guilty  of  making 
an  accusation  against  others  which  he  knew  at 
the  time  to  be  false,  if  he  were  not  guilty  of  the 
offence  his   name  would    have  been  disclosed. 
Whenever  the  truth  does  come  to  light,  it  wUl 
disclose  facts  of  importaqce  to  the  country :  it  will 
show  that  the  Representatives  of  the  people  here, 
are,  like  their  pretended  representatives  in  all  other 
countries,  corrupt— grovelling  in  the  mire  of  their 
own  sordid  views,  without  regard  to  the  interests 
of  those  who'  send  us  here.    I  understand,  con- 
tinued Mr.  G.,  that  when  the  facts  were  all  fresh 
in  the  knowledge  and  memory  of  the  member  from 
Illinois,  be  considered  the  erasure,  now  so  much 
spoken  of,  as  unimportant.    Does  not  every  gen- 
tleman recollect  the  calls  made  at  the  last  session 
by  that  member  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury ?    Does  any  one  believe,  that,  if  he  thought 
any  suppression  had  been  intended  of  any  docu- 
ment, he  would  have  wanted  the  courage  or  the 
sort  of  motive  which  would  induce  him  to  give 
the  information  of  it  to  the  House?    No  man 
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doubts  of  it.  There  is  not  one  who  hears  me  who 
will  not  say  that,  if  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
bad  at  that  time  considered  these  facts  of  any  im- 
portance, be  would  have  stated  them  publicly  to 
the  House.  Then  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
knew  there  was  nothiujg;  in  this  suppression  of  pa- 
pers, which  went  to  implicate  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  I  draw  this  conclusion  from  his 
silence.  It  seems,  however,  that  there  was  some- 
thins  in  the  nature  of  these  papers,  which  M  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois — the  member,  I  mean, 
mm  Illinois — ^which  led  the  member  to  speak  of 
these  facts  of  omission,  &c.  He  did  state  them, 
and  to  whom?  To  whom  did  he  state  them? 
To  a  gentleman  who  is  himself  known  on  every 
occasion  to  charge  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  this  House,  with  improper  conduct;  to  one, 
who,  next  to  the  member  from  Illinois,  is  the  most 
remarkable  for  making  charges  against  that  officer. 
Why  then  did  he  not  make  the'cbarge  publicly  at 
that  time?  That  member  must  have  believed 
that  there  was  no  impropriety  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  he  would  have 
made  the  charge.  Why,  then,  said  Mr.  G.,  when 
it  is  necessary  that  feeling  should  never  appear  on 
this  floor — ^when  it  is  so  important  that  all  our 
legislation  should  be  founded  on  truth,  and  ffuided 
by  cool  reason,  why  was  this  matter  spoken  of 
and  magnified  into  factitious  importance  at  this 
session?  Why,  I  repeat?  It  would  seem  that 
there  would  have  been  time  to  have  forgotten  what 
was  itself  thought  so  unimportant  as  not  to  have 
been  worth  mentioning  to  the  House,  to  the  De- 
partment in  question,  or  to  the  printers,  and  was 
communicated  at  the  last  session,  only  to  one 
member,  now  absent,  besides  the  two  already  re- 
ferred to.  When  the  fact  was  fresh  in  his  memory 
at  the  last  session,  the  member  saw  no  impropriety 
in  it.  How^  then,  does  it  happen,  as  it  appears 
from  the  evidence,  that,  upon  consultation  with 
his  friends,  he  thinks  it  necessary  for  his  own  secu- 
rity, that  be  should  have  a  fac  simile  of  the  letter 
A  5  ?  I  want  to  know  the  purport  not  only  of 
that  consultation,  but  of  more  consultations  than 
that.  I  understand  that  there  is,  in  law,  such  a 
crime  as  confederacy.  Every  gentleman  knows 
what  is  meant  by  a  conspiracy,  and  understands 
that  there  is  such  a  crime.  I  want  to  know,  said 
Mr.  G. — and  I  want  to  know  it  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  the  purity  of  this  House — ^what  was 
the  object  of  these  consultations-^I  want  to  know 
whether  there  has  not  been  a  conspiracy,  by  an 
improper  use  of  the  papers  of  this  House,  to  lessen 
the  confidence  which  tms  country  has  in  the  Exe- 
cutive power?  I  do  not  know  that  such  a  con- 
spiracy exists — I  have  used  the  language  of  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  himself,  who  has  stated 
to  your  committee  what  he  did,  ^'  upon  consulta- 
tion.'' Has  not  the  matter,  through  the  means  of 
this  consultation,  gone  to  the  press?  I  do  not 
mean  to  sa)r,  continued  Mr.  G.,  that  the  member 
from  Illinois  has  been  guilty  of  any  conspiracy. 
Upon  the  discovery  of  facts  which,  upon  tne  face 
of  them,  would  enable  a  vile  man  (not  an  honest 
man)  to  produce  an  impression  that  there  was 
something  in  them  implying  improper  conduct  on 


the  part  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  sae 
other  persons — ^not  the  gentleman  from  UlioGB 
be  swears  he  did  not  do  it ;  some  other  ppe 
may  have  made  use  of  this  paper,  and  for  this  rik 
purpose.  As  every  thing  which  was  repeated  a 
this  snbjeet  came  from  the  geodeman  irom  Ilii^ 
nois— ^s  he,  knowing  all  the  facts,  nrasthre 
stated  all  the  facts,  amon^  others,  that  of  kis  b^ 
lieving  the  transaction  innocent;  and  tliac  is 
every  reason  in  the  world  to  believe  that  i  mm- 
her  of  this  House  has  made  a  false  charge,  by  tk 
aid  of  the  papers  of  this  House,  against  a  bifl 
Executive  officer — ^it  is  due  to  every  mao  «& 
pected,  that  he  should  have  an  oppommitj  ci 
acquitting  himself  of  that  suspicion.  I  ask,  k 
the  sake  of  the  purity  of  this  Gk>verament,  thai  si 
charges  against  every  branch  of  the  GoTemoes^ 
should  be  investigated  in  the  same  manoer,  &^ 
the  people,  so  widely  separated  from  their  It{s^ 
sentatives,  should  know  that,  when  so  sepanid 
the  doty  of  their  representatives,  aod  their  i&te?- 
ests,  are  properly  attended  to  here.  I  state  Dotiuaf 
here,  or  privatdy,  said  Mr.  G.,  but  that  vhieH 
will  state  ooenly  or  publicly.  I  believe  that  iU' 
necessary,  for  the  sake  of  the  purit^rof  thisHoo^t 
that  a  full  investigation  of  this  bv»iness  shall  tiif 
place;  but  I  believe  that  the  manner  in  irhiciits^ 
resolution  is  worded  is  not  such  as  to  mfkihi 
committee  to  examine  the  subject  intheottnii^^ 
in  which  it  ought  to  be  examined.  Tiiis  House 
has  been  threatened ;  we  have  been  told  topatoor 
propositions  in  a  specific  form,  and  see  what  tbe 
people  will  think  of  them — that  we  are  to  be  driTB 
from  the  Hall,  dbc.  Sir,  said  Mr.  G.,  when  fCE 
go  home  and  ask  the  people  whether  yoaaietoiK 
turned  out  of  this  House  because  yoa  wishtotani 
a  dishonest  man  out  of  it,  I  ask  you  what  the  pR^ 
pie  will  say  to  it?  I  ask  you  whether  the  p«fj; 
have  that  notion  of  their  rights  that  thCTWflk 
suppress  an  inquiry  ra  this  House,  about  titBd.  ifl 
favor  of  that  member  who  says  he  is  not  boQOQ 
to  testifv  under  oaih  ?  There  is  not  a  man  tsm 
them  Wtto  would  not  join  in  the  universal  tssf^ 
tha  t  the  charge  has  come  home.  That  the  m^^ 
might  be  as  broad  as  the  testimony  taken  befef 
the  former  committee,  Mr.  G.  then  mored  Q? 
following  amendment: 

**  And  to  ascertam,  if  possible,  whether  tnj  aiB^ 
of  this  ftonse,  or  confederacy  of  memben,  ht^  ^^ 
use  of  the  papers  of  this  House  for  the  pv?^  ^' 
msking  charges  against  any  Department  of  tbii  <^' 
emmenC,  which  timt  member,  or  Aoae  meobenh^ 
to  be  false." 

Mr.  Woodson,  of  Kentucky,  adverting  to  |^' 
seriousness  of  the  aspect  the  subject  had  cf^ 
assumed,  moved  an  adjoamment;  and  themotic^ 
was  agreed  to. 

So  the  House  adjourned. 


Thdbsdat,  February  6. 
Mr.  Campbell,  fVom  the  Committee  ooPn'^. 
Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  P?^K 
William  Kendall,  accompanied  by  a  bill  ^'^ 
relief  J  which  was  read  twice,  and  comffli*^ 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
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Mr.  JoBNflQM,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  James  Hyde;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
ordend  to  be  eogroased,  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
mctfrow. 

Mr.  Cannon,  from  the  select  committee  on  the 
subject  of  the  militia,  made  an  unfavorable  re- 
port oB  the  memorial  of  John  Dodge ;  which  was 
concurred  in  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  was  discharged  frodb  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  report  m  the  case  of  Ann  Hodffe, 
2Qd  leave  was  granted  for  the  withdrawal  of  her 
papers  and  petition. 

Mr.  CocKC  offered  the  following  resolution, 
whkb,  by  the  rules  of  the  House,  would  lie  one 
dzj: 

Raokedy  That  the  President  be  requested  to  cdm- 
TDSDiette  to  this  Hoase  a  gtttement  showing  psrttcu- 
liriy  whether  the  money  sppropristed  for  fortifications 
in  the  jtmn  18S0,  1821,  sod  1822,  hss  been  expended 
SB  the  seTersl  fortificstions,  as  reqaired  by  law  ;  whe- 
ther the  money  applicable  to  one  fortification  has  been 
nnsferred  and  expended  on  another ;  if  so,  by  what 
aothority. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Cock£|  the  rule  re- 
qoiriog  the  resolution  to  lie  one  day  was  suspend- 
ed for  this  case,  and  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  House  the  annual 
report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
decailiag  the  mcasniee  adopttd  by  them  subse- 
qoeat  to  their  report  of  the  7th  of  February ; 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table; 

A  ietter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transniit- 
tiDg  statements,  showing  all  the  contracts,  which 
were  made  by  the  War  Department,  in  the  year 
1822;  which  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
tible. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  trans- 
Qiuing  the  annual  statements  of  the  appropria- 
^Ds  and  expenditures  for  the  naval  service,  for 
the  rear  1822,  showing  the  expenditures  under 
eidi'head,  since  the  1st  of  January,  1822,  and  the 
UQeipended  balances  of  appropriations,  on  the  1st 
<hiy  of  February,  1823 ;  which  n^s  ordered  to  lie 
OB  thetiUe. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbe8ide!<t  of  the  United  States  : 
To  ikt  House  of  ReprutntoHves : 

Is  compliaBee  with  a  resolut^n  of  the  House  of 
Bepretentatifes,  of  the  28th  of  Janoary  last,  requast- 
log  ioforiDaUon  '*  whether  the  treaty  concluded  with 
the  Choctaw  nation  of  Indians  on  the  18th  of  Octo- 
^r^lS^,  haa  been  executed,  so  far  as  rerpects  the 
cetfion  of  certain  lands  to  said  nation,  west  of  the 
n^er  Miuitaippi,  and  if  possession  has  been  given  of 
tbe  laodi  ceded  to  them ;  if  not,  that  he  assign  the 
'^ttont  which  prevented  the  immediate  execution  of 
the  ttipalatioQs  of  said  treaty,  and  whether  the  diffi- 
fvltJM  have  diminished  or  increased  by  the  delay  in 
i^  cieeotion ;"  I  commanieate  a  report  from  the  8ec- 
^^^  of  War,  with  the  doeamenU  referred  to  in  it. 

JAMES  MONROB. 

PssavAaT  6, 1823. 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
<»^  the  Public  Unds. 


Another  Message  was  received  from  the  Prbs- 
lOBNT  OF  TBE  Uniteo  States,  whioh  was  read, 
and  is  as  follows : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Ripreeeniathe*  of  the  United  StaU$  .* 

I  herewith  transmit  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature, 
with  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of 
Georgia,  and  a  memorial  of  the  Legislatare  of  Mis- 
souri,  relative  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian 
title  to  lands  within  the  limits  of  these  States,  respect- 
ively. Believing  the  present  time  to  be  propitious  for 
holding  treaties  for  the  attainment  of  ceaaions  of  land 
from  the  Indians  within  those  States,  I  submit  the 
subject  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  that  ad^ 
quate  appropriations  for  such  treatiea  may  be  made, 
should  Uongress  deem  it  expedient 

JAM£8  MONROE. 

FxaauAar  3,  1823. 

The3iessage  was  laid  on  the  table. 

FOREIGN  COIN& 

Mr.  Rochester,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  13th  ultimo,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  Por- 
tugal, France,  and  Spain,  receivable  in  payment 
of  debts  due  tne  United  States,  at  their  intrinsic 
value,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  making  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  Por- 
tugal, France^  and  Spain,  receivable  in  payments 
on  account  of  public  lands;  which  bill  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  fur- 
ther to  prolong  the  continuance  of  the  Mint  at 
Philadelphia.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  gold  coins  of  Gieat  Britain  and  Portugal,  of  their 
preaent  standard*)  correspond  almoat  exactly  with  onr 
own — ^those  of  France  are  not  so  fine»  and  those  of 
Spain  still  lets  pure. 

Although  no  regular  report  of  the  assays  of  these 
coins  has  been  made  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint  since 
1819,  during  which  year  the  last  act  of  Congress,  de- 
claring them  a  lawful  tender,  expired ;  yet,  from  nu- 
merous assays  made  since  on  depositee,  it  has  been 
abundantly  ascertained  that  their  intrinsic  value  is 
equal  to  that  whldh  was  assigned  to  them  respectively 
by  the  act  of  the  39th  April,  1816. 

I*he  committee  aseent,  without  healtalaon,  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  them  reedvaUe  in  the  payment  of 
debts  to  the  United  States  on  aaiee  of  pnblie  lands ; 
but  doubt  the  propriety  of  mining  them  a  tender  on 
other  debts,  duties,  taxes,  or  snms  of  money,  which 
have  or  may  become  doe  to  the  Govrinment 

Notwithstanding  it  was  atated  in  a  previous  report 
of  the  committee,  that  the  gold  coins  of  every  descrip* 
tion  and  denomination,  whether  American  or  foreigUr 
have  of  late  been  almost  entirely  banished  from  our 
seaport  towns,  yet  there  is  reason  to  believe  that«  ow< 
ing  to  the  constant  emigrations  to  the  western  coun* 
try  from  Europe,  and  to  the  acknowledged  want  of 
confidence  in  many  of  their  banking  institutions,  con- 
siderable sums  of  foreign  gold  have  found  their  way 
into  that  country,  and  have  been,  and  are  much  relied 
on  as  part  of  the  means  of  paying  the  debt  there  due 
for  public  lands. 

The  committee  are  assured  that,  very  many  of  the 
purchasers  of  those  Isnds  being  persuaded,  from  long 
habit,  that  gold  would,  on  account  of  iti  metallic  pre- 
dousness,  continue  to  be  the  safest  and  most  in  de- 
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raaad  u  a  cirealating:  mediam,  have  atadioaslj  and 
carefallj  preteired  it  ibr  the  parpoae  of  making  pay- 
ments to  the  reoeivera  of  pablic  monej  on  their  land 
parchasea. 

The  debt  on  account  of  salea  of  the  pablic  landi  is 
80  large  that,  it  is  believed,  every  facility  and  indaoe- 
ment,  compatible  with  the  jast  rights  of  the  General 
Government,  should  be  extended  by  Congress  for  ita 
speedy  reduction,  and  final  extinguishment,  by  actual 
payments. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  annexed  commu- 
nication of  the  3d  of  February  instant,  made  in  reply 
to  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Treasury  Department,  by 
direction  of  the  committee,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  found  it  expedient  to  authorize  the  re- 
ceivers of  public  money  to  continue  lo  receive  the  coins, 
adverted  to  in  this  report,  **  in  payments  on  account  of 
public  lands;"  and  that  **they  are,  in  fact,  now  re- 
ceived by  them."  The  reasons  assigned  in  said  com- 
munication for  giving  such  authority  to  the  receivers', 
are  perfectly  satisfactory  to  the  committee,  and  strong- 
ly indicate  the  propriety,  not  to  say  necessity,  of  giv- 
ing to  that  authority  the  sanction  of  law. 

Tbsasurt  Dxpaktmxht,  Feb.  3,  1823. 

8ik:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  in- 
quiring whether  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  make  the 
gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  Portugal,  France,  and 
Spain,  receivable  in  payments  to  the  United  Statea,  at 
their  intrinsic  valu^,  and  especially  in  payments  on  ac- 
count of  the  public  lands,  I  have  the  honor  to  state, 
that  it  is  deemed  proper  that  they  should  be  made  a 
lawful  tender  in  all  payments  to  the  United  States  on 
account  of  public  lands.  Upon  the  expiration  of  the 
act  of  Congress  which  made  them  a  legal  tender  in  the 
payment  of  debts  in  the  United  States,  the  rereivers  of 
public  money  were  authorized  to  continue  to  receive 
them  in  all  payments  on  account  of  public  lands,  and 
they  are  in  fact  now  received  by  them«  This  author- 
ity was  given,  first,  because  no  doubt  was  entertained 
that  the  creditors  of  the  Government  in  the  States  and 
Territories  where  the  land  offices  were  established, 
would  receive  such  coin  in  preference  to  the  notes  of 
the  State  banks  eatablishcd  in  those  States  and  Terri- 
tories. And,  second,  because  the  refusal  of  those  coins, 
and  of  the  notes  of  the  local  banks,  would  have  placed 
it  out  of  the  power  of  the* purchasers  of  the  public  lands 
to  make  payment,  aa  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statea,  and  of  ita  officea,  did  not  circulate  among 
them,  and  the  current  coin  of  the  Union  did  not  circu- 
late in  sufficient  quantity  to  meet  even  a  small  propor- 
tion of  the  paymenta  due  by  them. 

In  terminating  this  letter  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  relative  current  value  of  gold  and  silver 
differs  materially  from  that  established  by  the  laws  of 
the  United  States.  The  consequence  has  been,  that 
the  gold  coin  of  the  United  States  has  always  been 
exported,  whenever  the  rate  of  exchange  between  the 
United  States  and  the  commercial  nations  of  Europe 
has  been  in  bvor  of  the  latter.  If  the  gold  coins  of 
the  United  States  should  be  made  equal  in  value  to 
sixteen  times  the  value  of  silver  coins  of  the  same 
quantity  of  pure  silver,  they  would  be  exported  only 
when  the  rate  of  exchange  should  be  greatly  against 
the  United  SUtes. 

This  subject  was  presented  more  fully  in  a  report 
made  by  this  Department,  upon  the  slate  of  the  cur- 
rency, in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 


Representatives,  of  the  1st  of  March,  18l9,towludl 
beg  leave  to  refer  the  committee. 

I  remain,  with  respect,  your  most  obedient  femii 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD 
Hon.  W.  B.  RocHzsTiK, 

C.  C.  oil  iht  Mmi. 

SUPPRESSION  OF  PUBLIC  DOCUMEm 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  CAXPBUUof 
Ohio,  as  modified,  by  his  tcceptanceof  theaomd- 
meat  proposed  by  Mr.  CooKof  Illinois,  being  wil- 
der consideration,  in  the  words  foUowiog: 

*'  Ruohed^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  not- 
tain  by  whom  the  auppreaaion  of  the  ptngnpiii 
the  letter  of  William  R.  Didunson,  Gsshier  of  h 
Bank  of  Steuben  villa,  to  the  Sccrataiy  of  Um  Treunj. 
dated  the  3d  day  of  April,  1819,  and  by  him  ooodi- 
nicated  to  this  House  at  the  last  aessioD,  wii  aiuNi 
with  leave  to  sit  during  the  sessions,  and  wiihper 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers :  And  thai  tk  tui 
committee  be  instntcted  to  prepare  and  report  U  liu 
House  a  digest  of  the  evidence  contained  in  tht  prnid 
documents  {in  which  the  said  printed  letUrAya 
included,)  if  any  such  there  be,  to  show  whether  v^ 
current  or  depreciated  bank  notes  were  taken  in  m 
of  cash,  from  any  of  the  banks  in  wlueh  the  puik 
moneys  were  deposited  ;  whether  puh&e  flMU|f  ^ 
not  been  discontinued  to  be  deposited  m  hrasekatf 
the  United  States*  Bank,  and  plated  m  eertaN  bed 
banks,  situated  in  the  same  towns  or  neig^kM^ 
without  eompiying  with  the  direetitms  of  Ik  lot  9% 
that  subjeet  g  and  whether  eueh  iransjen  kit  m^ 
resuited  in  loss  to  the  Gooemment  /  toAetAer  ii<  H^ 
money  has  not  been  loaned  to  those  booh,  is  M^ 
stanaing  d^osites  were  made,  under  the  nsoe  * 
deposUesi  and  whether  sueh  loans  or  dastiia^ 
not  resulted  in  loss  to  the  Government  ,•  wdker  m 
rity  was  not  neglected  to  be  taken  in  so»t ««  ' 
more  instances,  for  the  punctuality  of  (m»  ^ 
banks,  which  froposed  to  give  sueh  securiijii  ^ 
whether  sueh  failure  has  not  resulted  in  ha  if  ^ 
Oovemment* 

And  Mr.  Gilmeb,  of  Georgia,  haviog  fo^! 
proposed  further  to  amend  the  same  bft3<^^ 
thereto  the  following : 

"And  to  ascertain,  if  poaaiUe,  whether  sbj  d**" 
her  of  thia  Houae,  or  confederacy  of  meiibcii)^* 
made  nae  of  the  papers  of  this  House  for  the  fUff 
of  making  charges  against  any  departmeot  ofi^ 
Government,  which  that  member,  or  tboie  meabffl. 
know  to  be  false," 
And  the  question  being  on  agreeing  tberHiK 
Mr.  Saundcrs,  of  North  Carolina  rose.  Hb9^ 
ject  is  rising  was  not^  himself,  to  enter  farther  \»^ 
this  discussion,  but  tor  the  purpose  of  asking^ 
gentleman  from  Georgia  to  witndraw  bisaoeii- 
ment.  If  he  would  not  do  so,  Mr.  S.  saidA' 
would  move  to  strike  out  the  part  which  hadbea 
inserted  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Cook,  (»i^ 
printed  in  Italic  in  the  above  copy  of  the  te^ 
tion.)  He  asked  this  from  the  gentlemaa  6^ 
Gkorgia,  because  he  thought  that  both  his  affif^ 
ment  and  that  of  the  gentleman  from  l\^ 
were  calculated  to  embarrass  the  original  pr^ 
sition.  At  the  same  time,  Mr.  S.  declared^ 
be  would  go  with  the  gentleman  from  ^^ 
to  establish  a  distinct  committee  to  accoap^ 
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the  object  proposed  by  his  particalar  amendment. 
He  cared  not  whom  the  inquiry  might  inTolre, 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois  should  at  least  have 
hU  aid  to  detect,  if  he  could,  any  impropriety  in 
the  administration  of  the  Treasury  Department. 
It  was  not  with  a  view  of  shrinking  from  the  in- 
qiiiry  proposed  by  the  amendment,  but  because  he 
coDsidered  it  improperly  connected  with  the  in- 
quiry which  was  the  immediate  object  of  the 
immediate  resolution,  that  he  should  move  to 
strike  it  oat. 

Mr.  Gilmer  said  that,  on  a  question  which  had 
created  so  much  personal  feeling  in  the  breasts  of 
iiome  members  of  the  House,  and  of  himself  more 
particularlf,  he  was  not  disposed  to  do  any  thing 
which  the  calculating,  prudent  gentlemen  of  the 
HoQse should  think  improper.  After  the  excite- 
meotof  the  moment  has  passed  by,  he  was  rather 
disposed  to  act  upon  their  opinion  than  his  own. 
With  pleasure,  therefore,  he  yielded  to  the  opinion 
of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  and  of 
that  class  of  persons  in  the  House  for  whom  he 
bad  a  high  respect,  and  with  whom  it  was  his 
pieasore  generally  to  act.  Mr.  G.  then  withdrew 
the  amendment  which  he  had  proposed. 

Mr.  SiDNDERs  then  moved  to  strike  out  of  the 
resolQtioo  that  part  of  it  which  was  yesterday  in« 
serted  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Cook,  declaring 
ai  the  same  time  that  he  should  with  pleasure  ^ive 
Us  support  to  the  same  inquiry,  if  proposed  m  a 
distinct  resolotioo,  for  appointing  a  separate  com- 
mittee. He  moved  to  strike  it  out  only  because 
it  proposed  an  inquiry  wholly  distinct  from  the 
origioal  motion,  and  the  two  would  only  embar- 
rsK  one  another. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  said  when  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Cook  was  yesterday  presented,  he 
lad  thought  at  first  that  it  would  embarrass  the 
iJiqoiry  proposed  in  the  first  resolution.  But,  upon 
a  closer  examination,  he  was  induced  to  think 
diierently;  and  it  appeared  to  him  there  wa8\a 
sufficient  connexion  between  the  two  to  keep  the 
sobjeets  eonoected ;  and  he  would  state  the  grounds 
of  this  opinion.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois  ap- 
peared, said  Mr.  C,  to  intimate  that  the  commit- 
tee which  heretofore  pursued  the  subject  did  not 
go  ts  fiar  as  it  should  have  done  in  examining 
^e  chancier  of  the  documents  referred  to  it;  and 
that,  if  it  had  ffone  further,  a  different  impression 
from  that  which  it  has  expressed  would  have  been 
tiie  resnlt  If,  Mr.  C.  said,  any  credit  is  due  to  state- 
ments of  this  kind ;  if  it  is  ascertained  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  withheld  informa- 
tion which  ought  to  have  been  imparted  to  this 
House,  it  appears  to  me  a  proper  subject  for  in- 
vestigation. If  in  the  progress  of  events  it  should 
tarn  out-^nd  I  am  arguing  as  the  nature  of  the 
^  appears  to  require  that  I  should — that  any 
documents  have  not  been  communicated  from  the 
Treasnry  Department  that  ought  to  have  been, 
showiDg  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
interested  in  withholding  them,  in  order  to  avoid 
an  implication  of  himself,  I  ask  the  committee 
^aether  that  be  not  a  fair  subject  of  investiga- 
(u>n?   We  know  that  the  fact  of  the  deposite  of 

°^^y  in  certain  banks  was  unpqmlar ;  and  if  any 


documents  or  parts  of  documents  respecting  that 
Aict  ti&ye  been  withheld,  the  committee  may 
inquire  by  whom  and  why  these  documents  were 
suppressed.  Mr.  C.  said  he  therefore  was  opposed 
to  striking  out  that  part  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Sadnoers  said,  as  he  did  not  intend  by  his 
motion  to  afford  any  ground  for  the  remotest  im- 
plication of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
wished  only  to  relieve  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
from  what  might  be  too  great  a  burden  on  him  as 
the  chairman  of  the  new  committee,  and  was 
besides  not  connected  with  the  subject  of  his  ori- 
ginal motion  3  and  as  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
appeared  to  have  no  objection  to  take  this  burden 
upon  himself,  he  (Mr.  S.)  withdrew  his  motion 
to  amend  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CoiinicT,  of  New  Jersey,  proposed  a  divis- 
ion of  the  question,  so  as  to  take  it  separately  upon 
the  two  distinct  branches  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  said  he  was  willing  to 
withdraw  his  proposition  yesterday  offered,  and 
incorporated  in  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Campbell, 
and  to  substitute  another,  which  he  held  in  his 
hand,  and  which  he  read. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  objected  to  this  amend- 
ment, as  going  unnecessarily  into  detail. 

Mr.  EowARDS,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  did 
not  mean  by  any  thing  he  should  say  to  contrib- 
ute any  thin^  to  such  a  debate  as  that  of  yester- 
day. His  object  in  rising  was  to  renew  the  motion 
to  strike  out  the  amendment  vesterday  engrossed 
on  the  original  resolution.  Should  this  motion 
succeed,  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  would  have 
an  opportunity  to  present  the  several  subjects 
which  he  wisned  iuvestigated,  in  his  own  way, 
and  there  would  be  no  question  but  every  gentle- 
man in  the  House  would  unite  in  allowing  the 
utmost  latitude  to  his  investigations.  Mr.  E.  said 
he  would  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  gentleman  to 
present  the  question  in  the  shape  most  agreeable 
to  himself.  If  that  gentleman  oelieved  in  the  ex- 
istence of  abuses,  such  as  he  had  intimated,  he 
would  find  no  gentleman  unwilling  to  go  along 
with  him  to  investigate  them  to  the  extent  of  his 
own  wishes.  I  willgive  nfy support, said  Mr. E., 
to  any  resolution  which  he  may  offer,  if  he  accom- 
panies it  with  an  allegation  of  any  abuse  of  public 
trust. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  was  of  opin- 
ion that  the  two  objects  embraced  in  the  resolu- 
tion ought  to  go  together.  They  related,  he  said, 
to  identically  one  and  the  same  subject.  The 
inquiry  for  the  committee  will  be,  what  were  the 
motives  of  the  suppression,  which  we  regard  as  an 
outrage  on  propriety,  and  on  the  difrnity  of  the 
House ?  Wnat  were  the  motives  which  led  to  it  ? 
The  motives  are  necessarily  connected  with  the 
facts  which  may  have  induced  it.  Mr.  H.  said 
he  could  not  see  any  object  to  be  gained  by  a  divis- 
ion of  the  subject  net  ween  two  committees ;  and 
he  was  anxious  that  no  division  of  the  inquiry 
should  take  place  which  would  lead  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  two  committees.  He  wished  the  two 
inquiries  to  go  on  hand  in  hand,  and  not  from  any 
want  of  deference  and  respect  to  the  author  of  the 
present  resolution.    Mr.  H.  said  he  should  move. 
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when  it  would  be  ia  order  to  do  so,  to  refer  the 
inquiry  to  the  same  committee  which  has  already 
had  ihe  subject  under  consideration.    He  would 
do  so,  because  it  must  l^  within  the  conviction  of  i 
every  member  that  that  committee  had  discharged 
its  duty  in  a  manner  which  entitled  it  to  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  the  House — ^their  proceed- 
ings and  report  having  been  candid,  lucid,  fair —  ' 
and  because,  as  they  were  already  familiar  with  | 
the  subject,  much  would  be  gained  in  point  of. 
time,  which  at  this  period  of  the  session  was  of 
some  importance,  by  giving  the  matter  again  in 
charge  of  that  committee. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  said  he  was  in  favor  of 
the  motion  to  strike  out  the  second  branch  of  the 
resolution,  because  he  saw  no  necessary  connex- 
ion between  that  and  the  original  motion,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  was  to  ascertain  who  made  these 
marks  which  have  been  the  subject  of  so  much 
speculation.  He  did  not  wish  to  embarrass  that 
inquiry  bv  connecting  it  with  extraneous  matter. 
Nor  could  he  see  any  propriety  in  recommitting 
this  subject  to  the  same  committee  which  has  al- 
ready examined  it.  If  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury has  been  called  upon  for  all  the  papers  con- 
nected with  any  particular  subject,  ana  he  has  not 
communicated  them  ail,  it  was  incumbent  on  the 
House  to  ^et  those  which  have  been  withheld. 
This  is  a  thinff  which  is  of  common  occurrence,  said 
Mr.  F.J  and  I  know  it  has  occurred  in  regard  to 
resolutions  which  I  myself  have  offered.  A  year 
or  two  ago,  he  said,  he  had  submitted  a  resolution, 
calling  upon  the  Navy  Department  for  certain  pa- 

gers.  which  have  never  yet  been  submitted.  So  it 
as  happened  with  regard  to  calls  upon  other  De- 
partments. When,  last  session,  the^  Department 
of  War  was  called  upon  for  the  invoices  of  cer- 
tain goods  purchased  bv  the  Indian  factors,  they 
never  were  reported.  £fven  as  to  the  Department 
of  State,  he  wrote  for  a  passport  for  a  fnend  who 
was  going  abroad,  and  could  not  set  it — he  pro- 
cured a  member  of  the  Senate  to  ask  one  from  the 
British  Minister,  and  got  it  without  difficulty. 
Last  session,  a  call  was  made  upon  the  President, 
to  show  in  what  manner  the  money  had  been  ex- 
pended, which  is  annually  appropnated  under  the 
act  for  arming  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  call  was  not  answered. 
These  irre|;ularities,  Mr.  F.  said,  had  grown  out 
of  a  pracuce  which  is  itself  wrong-*-t^  practice 
of  calling  upon  the  subordinate  Executive  officers, 
the  mere  creatures  of  the  law,  instead  of  calling 
upon  the  President  himself,  for  the  information 
which  is  necessary  to  guide  the  decisions  of  Con- 
gress. Mr.  F.  made  some  remarks  on  the  impro- 
priety of  giving  undue  importance  to  the  officers 
of  Government  who  are  created  by  law;  for,  said 
he,  make  a  Secretary  of  Interior  Aflairs  to-morrow, 
take  him  from  amon^  the  members  of  this  House, 
and  he  immediately  rises  to  some  superior  dignity. 
But,  he  said,  it  appeared,  from  the  allegations  of 
gentlemen,  that,  in  the  case  now  under  consider- 
ation, information  had  been  called  for ;  that  the 
call  had  not  been  answered  as  it  ought  to  have 
been,  and  that  in  what  was  given  there  had  been 
a  suppression  of  a  part.    He  did  not  know,  for  his 


part,  that  there  was  any  thing  wron^  in  thu  matter 
nor  did  he  know  that  the  debate  should  have  gofie 
so  far  as  it  had,  for  all  that  he  heard  yesterday 
upon  it  seemed  to  he  rather  a  matter  of  ioqairy  far 
the  committee,  than  a  proper  sabject  of  debate  for 
the  House  on  a  mere  proposition  for  inquiry,  h 
the  matter  of  sufficient  importance  to  institote  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  it  ?  If  so,  let  us  issd- 
tute  a  committee,  and  leave  them  to  inquire  aad 
report  upon  the  matter.  If,  upon  the  report  of  tbat 
committee,  it  shall  appear  that  there  has  faea 
neglect,  fraud,  cormption,  combinafion,  or  conspi- 
racy, the  House  will  then  hare  it  in  its  power  to 
take  a  proper  course  in  regnird  to  the  naatier. 

Mr.  Stebumg,  of  New  York,  said  be  eooid  »» 
see  the  necessity  of  the  reaohitioo,  as  at  first  sob- 
mitted;  and  for  that  reason,  in  particular,  be 
thought,  if  it  did  pass,  it  should  be  in  its  ameoded 
shape.  If,  said  he,  you  strike  out  the  part  irfcidi 
is  proposed  to  be  stricken  out,  jou  strike  oot  all 
that  which  constitutes  the  most  important  part  of 
the  inquiry.  The  two  objects  of  inquiry  eo^ 
well  be  united,  and  they  ought  to  .go  toged^r. 
because  they  were  nearly  connected.  Bat.  Mr. 
S.  said,  the  amendment  was  the  only  material 
and  the  substantial  part  of  the  resoiation,  as  ii 
now  stands.  The  resolution,  in  the  shape  in  wfaiefc 
it  was  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Obio  is, 
in  my  view,  said  Mr.  S.,  totally  anneeenary.  / 
am  not  in  the  dark,  if  other  gentleaien  ate,  as  to 
who  caused  the  suppression,  so  often  aliided  to. 
Not  that  I  hare  any  knowledge  on  tte  sal^ect 
which  everybody  else  may  not  mve,  bat  I  lestmy 
conviction,  first,  upon  the  face  of  the  docnmeab 
themselves,  and,  secondly,  on  the  testimoof  d 
Mr.  Dickins,  the  chief  clerk  in  the  Treasury  De> 
partment.  My  mind  has  been  brought  to  tht 
conviction,  by  all  the  ctrcumstanees,  tbat  he,  aad 
he  alone,  made  them.  I  call  not  in  qaestioa  liis 
merits ;  he  is  not  ev^a  personally  known  to  bk^ 
and  I  have  only  heard  of  him  as  a  man  of  dis- 
tinguished takmts  and  great  industry.  He  has 
interfered,  however,  with  the  doewnents  of  the 
House,  and  he  boldly  toM  the  committee  that  k 
marked  the  word  outy  "where  it  appears  marked  oa 
several  passages  that  are  omitted  in  the  printi^. 
I  say  that  Mr.  Dickins  might  have  gone  further) 
and  told  the  committee  that,  when  he  made  peit 
of  those  marks,  he  made  the  whole  of  them.  1 
do  not  mean  to  imjieaeh  the  vciacitjr  of  tbat  gea* 
tleman,  or  even  his  motives.  It  issuffieieatio 
say,  that  he  acted  on  his  own  authoritr,  and  wnh- 
out  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  or  the  Treas- 
ury, and  in  violation  of  the  dhrectioii  of  the  House 
to  have  the  whole  of  the  oorrespondenee  laud  be 
fore  it.  I  have  heard  but  one  sentiment  erfHesad 
by  all  who  have  viewed  these  papers,  which  is. 
that  they  were  all  made  by  the  same  pencil,  vd 
at  the  same  time ;  and  I  defy  any  gentleniaB  d 
candor  to  inspect  the  papers  and  say  that  tbef 
were  not  all  made  by  the  same  hand.  If  ifr. 
Dickins  did  make  all  the  marks,  as  I  contend  k 
did,  what  occasion  is  there  to  go  into  a  for^ 
inquiry  on  the  sttfajccf?  But,  continued  Mr.&9 
I  have  a  further  argnment  to  show  that  Mr.IMek- 
ins  did  makethese  marks.    It  has  been  intiBattd 
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witboDt  the  least  groand,  tl^at  some  gentleman  of 
the  House  may  bare  made  them.  I  am  aston- 
ished, sir,  that  any  gentleman  should  dare  to  rise 
in  bis  place  and  make  such  an  intimation,  with- 
out proof  positive  of  the  fact.  It  is  our  duty  to 
proteet  the  character  of  this  House,  and  we  ousht 
aertt  to  permit  ourselves  to  charj^e  anv  one  oiits 
members,  in  the  House  or  out  of  it,  witn  improper 
cooduct,  without  positive  proof  to  sustain  the 
charge.  I  call  upon  gentlemen  to  show  me  the 
lea&t  proof  of  the  truth  of  this  intimation.  A 
particular  member  of  this  House  was  alluded  to 
yesterday,  as  bavins  possibly  made  this  mark.  I 
was  astonished  to  hear  a  gentleman,  reputable  as 
he  is.  of  unimoeached  integrity,  stigmatized  as 
one  who  not  only  mfade  this  erasure^  but  as  beins 
engaged  in  a  conspiracy  which,  if  it  existed, 
would  be  disgraceful  to  tnose  concerned,  and  dis- 
graceful to  the  House.  What  do  the  committee 
»y?  Who  did  make  these  marks?  I  do  not 
mean  to  voond  the  feelings  of  any  man ;  I  would 
scorn  to  ioipeftch  the  motives  of  any  man  in  or 
oat  of  the  House — and  it  was  with  great  surprise 
1  heard  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  yesterday 
mtke  a  direct  allusion  to  a  member  of  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature.  Are  we  to  point  at 
them,  and  hoot  at  them,  when  they  happen  to  at- 
tend ladies  to  the  gallerjr  of  the  House?  I  do  not 
mean,  said  Mr.  S.^  to  impute  to  the  gentleman 
irom  Georgia  any  improper  motives  for  this  allu- 
sion, &c.,  because  he  is  a  high-minded  and  honor- 
able man.  He  himself,  after  a  night's  reflection, 
has  in  an  honorable  manner  retraced  his  steps,  and 
withdrawn  his  proposition.  But,  to  return  to  the 
marks.  The  committee  reports  that  Mr.  Dickins 
did,  according  to  his  own  declarations,  mark  out 
three  of  these  passages,  in  doing  which  he  acted 
lA  an  unwarranted  and  unauthorized  manner. 
What  do  the  committee  say,  in  their  report,  of 
^e  particular  erasure  which  was  the  subject  of 
^heir  inquiry?  They  say  that,  had  the  same 
^^tses  existed  for  that  erasure,  the  committee 
would  have  remarked  that  the  probability  of  that 
ensure  also  having  been  made  by  Mr.  Dickins 
vas  strong,  and  that  nothing  but  the  peculiarity 
of  ike  motives  which  had  induced  him  to  make 
the  other  marks  weakened  it.  From  the  testi- 
iQOoy  of  Mr.  Dickins,  what  do  the  committee 
ffifer]  That  the  probability  of  Mr.  D.  having 
himself  made  the  erasure  is  destroyed  ?  No ;  but 
that  it  19  weakened.  Mr.  S.  proceeded  to  read  pas- 
sages from  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Dickins  as  re- 
ported bf  the  committee,  contrasting  his  evidence 
on  jhe  three  days  he  wias  examined— for,  Mr.  S. 
^^,  he  was  examined  three  several  days,  and  at 
MflereM  times  this  evidence  was  dragged  from 
f^'  Could  Mr.  Dickins  have  made  this  erasure, 
tasked,  without  knowing  whether  he  made  it  or 
^^i  J  appeal  to  the  House,  said  Mr.  S.,  if,  from 
the  evidence  of  the  documents  themselves,  and 
k  j^°^  testimony  of  Mr.  Dickins,  who  admits 
tte  did  naake  all  the  other  marks,  and  from  the  fact 
tMt  this  mark  was  made  apparently  with  the 
jjnie  pencil,  whether  he  ought  not  to  have  recol- 
««ted  marking  it.  The  reasons  were  not  such  as 
to  have  induced  him  to  make  the  marks  in  that 
17th  CoK .  2d  SEae.— 28 


E articular  letter,  he  says,  and  therefore,  he  thinks 
e  did  not  make  it;  and,  said  Mr.  S.,  the  reasons 
were  such  that  he  ought  not  to  have  made  any  of 
those  which  he  acknowledges  to  have  maae — 
strong  and  imperative  was  the  reason  why  he 
should  not  have  done  it.  I  am  convinced,  from 
all  the  circumstances,  that  Mr.  Dickins  did  make 
this  erasure,  for  good  or  bad  purposes,  or  for  pur- 
poses unfathomable  by  this  House.  I  am  op- 
posed, therefore,  to  the  proposed  amendment,  faie- 
cause  I  consider  the  part  of  the  resolution  pro- 
posed to  be  stricken  out  as  the  most  important 
part  of  this  resolution.  From  the  face  of  it,  I 
should  think  that  it  is  the  object  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois  to  implicate  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  in  having  done  something  wrong  in 
his  transactions  with  the  Western  banks,  and  I 
am  sure  it  must  be  the  wish,  even  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  himself,  that  an  inquiry 
should  take  place. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  said,  from  the  course 
which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  had  taken, 
he  felt  himself  called  upon  to  make  a  remark  or 
two  in  defence  of  his  original  motion,  which  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  seemed  to  consider  so 
unnecessary.  It  might  be  owing  to  the  advantage 
which  that  gentleman  possessed  over  other  gentle- 
men, that  he  had  been  able  to  discover  who  had 
made  the  disputed  erasure.  It  is  well  known,  said 
Mr.  C,  that  such  is  the  structure  of  the  human 
mind,  that  less  evidence  is  necessary  to  convince 
some  minds  than  is  necessary  to  convince  others. 
For  my  part,  I  am  slow  to  believe  in  such  facts  as 
he  charges  on  Mr.  Dickins.  It  may  be  considered 
as  an  undeniable  fact,  however,  that  some  person 
has  caused  the  suppression  of  this  paragraph  of  a 
document.  The  oDJect  of  the  inquiry  which  I 
have  proposed  is,  to  ascertain  who  this  person 
was.  It  is  proved  not  to  have  been  the  printers: 
that  is  put  beyond  question.  Whether  it  was 
some  person  in  this  House,  or  attached  to  this 
House,  or  to  the  Treasury  Department,  is  a  stlb- 
ject  for  inquiry,  and  the  proof  submitted  by  the 
committee  does  not  warrant,  to  my  mind,  the 
conclusion  to  which  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  seems  to  have  arrived.  I  will  admit  that, 
by  straining  the  testimony,  you  may  infer  that 
Mr.  Dickins  himself  may  have  made  the  erasure. 
I  have  examined  the  evidence  with  attention, 
however,  and  have  not  satisfied  myself  on  that 
point.  As  I  presume  many  other  members  are  in 
the  same  situation  with  myself,  it  seems  necessary 
that  the  first  part  of  this  resolution  should  be 
adopted,  whatever  becomes  of  the  remainder  of  it. 
Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  to  notice  the  observation 
of  Mr.  Floyu,  and  to  show  that  there  is  such  an 
analogy  between  the  two  objects  of  the  resolution 
as  to  justify  their  connexion.  He  did  not  wish  it 
to  appear  that  any  person  had  been  privy  to  this 
erasure  with  an  intention  to  commit  a  fraud  upon 
the  House;  but  such  had  been  the  effect  of  the 
erasure.  He  did  not  expect  to  obtain  conclusive 
proof  upon  the  subject  by  further  investigation. 
If  any  person  would  commit  a  fraud  of  this  de- 
scription, he  would  not  do  it  openly,  and  any  one 
who  bad  made  the  erasure  with  fraudulent  itt- 
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tentioD,  would  doubtless  perjure  himself  to  con- 
Mr.  Tod  here  inquired  whether  the  hour  for  the 
orders  of  the  cl;iy  bad  not  arrived,  and,  being  an- 
swered by  ibe  Speaker  in  the  affirnialive,  he  ob- 
jected to  the  continuance  of  this  discussion. 

Mr.  MAi.LA!'r  sugeesied  ihat  it  would  be  better 
logo  throu^li  with  the  business  now  in  hand,  in 
order  to  &m^h  it,  and  that  the  House  miirht  have 
but  one  debate  ii  a  time  on  the  tapis.  With  thi$ 
view  he  movitl  lo  suspend  the  rule  which  limits 
the  discussion  of  original  motions  to  the  Grst  hour 
of  each  day's  sitting. 

The  queslioii  being  taken  on  the  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rule,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  110,  uay.s  33. 

Mr.  CA.vrrj.LL  resumed  the  thread  of  his  re- 
marks. The  proof,  he  said,  was  not  conclusive 
Ihat  Mr.  Dickina  made  these  marks.  As  to  the 
argument  thai  all  the  marks,  those  acknowledged 
and  that  which  is  denied,  being  made  by  ibe  same 

Snctl — if  I  know  any  thing  about  pencils,  said 
r.  C,  they  all  make  the  same  kind  of  marks. 
That  argumeoi,  therefore,  can  hate  no  weight 
with  me  in  the  determination  of  the  question. 
Mr.  C.  then  recapitulated  the  objects  of  the  part 
of  the  resolution  which  was  yesterday  added,  at 
Mr.  Cook's  suggestion,  to  show  its  analogy  to 
the  original  proposition.  The  objects  of  inquiry 
which  It  proposed  were  proper  in  themselves,  and 
proper  aUo  to  show  whether  any  motive  of  con- 
cealment would  probably  have  induced  the  sup- 
pression of  these  passages  in  the  letters.  On  the 
supposition,  for  tne  salte  of  argument,  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  bis  clerks,  had  such 
a  motive,  the  inquiry  into  that  fact  was  certainly 
so  nearly  connected  with  the  inquiry  into  the  fact 
of  who  made  the  erasure,  dec.,  that  it  ought  not 
to  be  stricken  out  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Arcbeh,  of  Virginia,  expressed  bh  regret 
that  any  difficulty  should  exist  as  to  the  form  of 
inquiry  into  any  of  the  particulars  embraced  in 
the  resolution,  because  he  believed  there  would  be 
no  diS'erence  of  opinion  when  the  question  of  in- 
quiry in  any  shape  came  to  be  voted  upon.  What 
are  the  grounds,  lie  asked,  on  which  the  first  part 
of  the  resolution  recommends  itself  to  our  atten- 
tion 1  There  has  been  a  mutilation  of  the  records 
of  the  House.  Will  any  man  deny  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  Ibis  House  to  prosecute  an  inquiry  in  a 
esse  of  this  son,  to  ascertain  who  were  the  authors 
of  the  mntilation  t  No  man  can  deny  the  fact, 
Ihe  power  of  ibe  House  to  invesli^le  the  matter, 
or  the  duty  of  the  House  lo  exercise  ihat  power 
on  Ibis  occasion.    No  man  denies  either  of  these 

Kiola,  said  he,  and  yet  we  are  kept  two  days  de- 
ting  it.  The  very  fact  that  Ihere  has  been  a 
rauiiUtion  of  the  records  it  sufficient.  But,  when 
the  inquiry  is  proposed,  of  what  sort  is  the  objec- 
tion made  to  it )  Why,  that  members  of  this 
House  ought  not  to  be  suspected  of  having  done 
iL  Now,  1  suppose^  or  might  suppose,  there  has 
been  this  criminal  intention  on  the  part  of  some 
member  of  this  House;  how  is  the  fact  to  be  as- 
certained, but  by  inquiry?  Gentlemen  say,  it  will 
appear,  probably,  that  no  body  has  been  guilty  in  i 


this  case.  I  think  it  reiy  probaUe,  and  1  bfL 
that  such  will  be  the  rHult  of  a  full  iiiTniigiiiut. 
But,  is  that  any  reason  why  we  should  Doniqoin 
into  it?  Do  gentlemen  mean  lo  coniend itiii wi 
are  never  to  exert  the  powers  of  this  Uome  vuL- 
out  proving  an  imputation  upon  som«  bodf!  Ii 
there  has  been  any  guilt  connected  vriih  ibis  kii 
it  will  be  repotted  to  the  House,  wiik  laibow 
evidence  of  the  fact,  and  we  oug^bt  tg  pwciii 
the  inquiry  (o  the  conviction  ol  ibe  goilij-  l'< 
Ihere  has  been  no  guilt  in  the  tnnsuiioE.  v 
ought  to  prosecute  the  inquiry  to  show  iki  iliirt 
has  been  none.  I  was  extremely  sorry,  uhUdW 
Mr.  A.,  to  see  the  gentleman  from  UUnoiL  <!« 
no  imputation  was  east  upon  hiai,  ideDtiFf  bi:^ 
self  with  this  accusation,  so  far  as  ihere  is  u"-^ 


ly  undertook  to  coDsidei  i^"- 
self  the  accused  per>on ;  but,  after  disciaimisj^ 
acts  which  he  supposes  to  be  imputed  to  im.-iL 
he  turns  round  upon  others — and  upon  wbiffl  ^ 
he  turn  7  Upon  the  Judas  among  us,  if  liwii^ 
any  7  No,  he  turns,  and  makes  an  tccoAea 
remote  from  the  subject  before  the  Hous£,igw'^ 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  biiof  >^' 
ward  this  irrelevant  matter,  which  it  msoospn- 
posed  to  strike  ouiorihe  resolution-  Imu!i,ib^ 
fore,  tell  the  honorable  gentleman,  said  Mr. -I 
that  he  has  no  claim  to  our  sympathies,  •Ii"  '■"' 
pari  he  has  acted.  What  1  have  to  say,  dWt 
Ibis.  There  is  a  case  brought  before  UitHio>(. 
contested  by  no  one,  that  there  hisbeenini"^' 
lion  of  the  records  of  the  House.  No  (iiie<l!i['> 
the  propriety  of  an  inquiry  into  iL  Tlw  temK} 
if  the  act  be  Gied  upon  any  individinli ■i"'' 
ihe  expulsion  of  the  member,  if  it  beimuili^''' 
this  House;  or  the  prosecution  of  iheaffeoils- 
it  be  any  other  than  a  member.  There  sRi'''' 
in  favor  of  the  inquiry,  fact,  power,  dutf,  iM 
remedy.  Mr.  A.  concluded  by  suggeslin*  ii  p* 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  to  wiibdn' ^'' 
motion  to  strike  out  ihe  latter  pari  of  tbeieut- 
tion.  I  think,  with  him,  said  Mr.  A.,  ik>'^ 
inquiries  are  distinct,  and  ought  not  to  ^ '°'' 
necled  ;  but,  as  there  appears  to  be  giett  ia^"f 
on  the  part  of  those  woo  wish  Ibem  MiiD't" 
together,  and  at  the  honorable  genllemu  *''°'; 
to  have  Ihe  labor  of  the  two  inquiries  doe  >^ 
object  10  iheir  being  connected,!  hope  be  *^ 
withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois  rose.  I  confess, *>i' ^ 
I  am  as  much  astonished  as  I  rt^ret  the  fici'  i" 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  virgiai*  s"* 
little  in  the  observations  of  other  geplltni'ti '^ 
preceded  me  yesterday  in  debate,  which  md";' 
cast  a  shade  of  suspicion  over  me.  Tii(  ff>'''. 
man  will  have  it  that  I  am  my  own  tcciLt<'  ' 
appeal  to  the  candor,  to  the  honor,  to  ibe  jii>^^ 
of  this   House,  whether  several   geDtlemei.  ?^ 


.„  .^ .  „^  honorable  gealiasM^"^ 

Virginia  may  not  have  understood  Ibeuivl''''^ 
bul  1  feel  quile  sure  that  every  other  mernbf' ■■ 
almost  every  other  member,  did  undersias'' ^ 
as  I  did.  The  remarks  of  the  gendemM  "* 
Kentucky,  of  the  gentleman  from  MirrisM,"* 
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of  other  ^tlemen — I  will  not  repeat  tbem — must 

be  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  this  House 

Mr.  Archer,  Tin  explanation.)  I  understood 
the  gentlemen  whose  remarks  are  referred  to,  to 
sajrthey  did  not  mean  an  allusion  to  any  one,  but< 
wished  the  inquiry  to  know  whether  or  not  any 
member  had  been  concerned  in  this  thing.  I  un- 
derstood the  ^ntlemen  to  exclude  any  particular 
allusioQ.  Neither  did  I  mean  to  say  that  the  gen- 
tleman accused  himself  3  I  only  meant  to  suggest 
that  he  committed  an  indiscretion  in  assuming 
that  he  was  accused. 

Mr.  Cooc  resumed.    I  think,  said  he,  it  must 
be  within  the  recollection  of  every  member,  that 
the  Chair  decided,  yesterday,  that  it  was  proper  I 
should  go  into  an  investigation  of  the  testimony 
taken  before  the  committee,  because  such  an  im- 
potatioD  had  been  made  upon  me.    If  gentlemen 
choose  to  disclaim  the  allusion  to  me.  I  am  grati- 
fied at  their  doing  so.    But  the  remarks  of  gentle- 
men could  not  nave  been  misunderstood — they 
were  not  misunderstood.    What,  then,  was  my 
coarse  ?    To  sit  still,  and  permit  the  mantle  of  dis- 
grace to  fall  upon  me  without  resistance,  and  wifh- 
oQt  attempting  to  demonstrate  that  the  presump- 
tion which  seems  to  be  indulged  in  was  much  more 
strongly  met  by  presumption  of  a  difi'erent  char- 
acter? It  seemed  to  me  that  the  tenor  of  all  the 
obserrations  made  yesterday,  as  1  understood  it, 
and  as  I  was  sure  every  member  of  the  House  un- 
derstood it,  was  to  cast  imputations  on  me.  It  was 
asked  of  me,  not  here  or  there,  but  every  where, 
are  yoa  ready  for  the  gallows  1  I  was  glad  to  find 
the  qoestion  put  to  me  in  such  a  manner,  as  to 
show  that  they  universally  felt  a  contempt  and 
%ost  at  what  those  who  asked  it  supposed  to  be 
an  unfounded  and  ungenerous  attack  upon  me. 
I  brought  forward,  by  way  of  amendment,  that 
which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  supposes  to 
he  irrelevant  matter,  to  show  that  the  presumption 
of  guilt  was  elsewhere  than  with  me.    I  adverted 
to  what  I  considered  abuses,  which,  if  proved, 
woold  show  that  the  presumption  of  guilt  in  this 
matter  ought  rest  elsewhere.    As  for  the  sympa- 
^esof  the  gentleman,  I  have  no  doubt,  from  nis 
character,  he  will  do  me  justice ;  and  I  ask  for  no 
sympathy  from  any  body — but  for  justice  merely. 
pr  foor  years  that  I  have  had  a  seat  here,  I  have 
had  every  reason  to  believe  that  every  person 
brought  Iwfore  this  House  will  receive  justice  at 
Its  hands.    I  believe  that  there  is  a  sufficient  de- 
1^  of  independence — manly  independence — ^in 
this  House,  to  secure  to  every  man  justice.    I  ask 
Qo  sympathy  from  the  House.  I  stand  self-poised ; 
fodit  wilibe  demonstrated  to  the  House,  if  the 
mrestigation  goes  on,  that  I  have  good  reason  to 
stand  %lf-poi^.  I  am  as  willing  as  any  member 
to  mvestinte  this  matter,  and  1  have  no  idea  of 
putting  off  the  investigation ;  for,  independently 
of  the  reasons  which  operated  upon  others,  I  have, 
growing  ont  of  what  I  consider  unfounded  inti- 
mations, a  personal  reason  to  desire  an  early  and 
m  infeatigation.    I  stated  yesterday,  said  Mr.  C, 
^d  I  do  it  to-day,  and  it  is  certainly  not  my  wish 
^excite  feelinss  of  an  unpleasant  kind   any 
^here;  aor  did  I  think  it  proper  that  yesterday 


g[entlemen  should  have  entered  into  an  investiga- 
tion calculated  to  prejudge  the  matter;  but  when 
debate  is  indulged  in,  or  permitted  on  one  side,  which 
is  calculated  to  have  an  improper  effect  on  par- 
ticular members,  those  at  least  who  are  aimed  at 
have  a  ri^ht  to  pursue  the  same  irregular  course, 
with  a  view  to  bring  truth  into  view,  that  im- 
proper prepossessions  may  not  be  formed ;  it  was 
with  that  view  that  I  stated  yesterday,  that  the 
documents  connected  with  this  subject  furnished 
intrinsic  evidence  that  a  part  of  the  correspond- 
ence, which  forms  the  body  of  documents  con- 
nected with  the  subject,  was  not  sent  here  in  com- 
{)liance  with  the  call  made  on  my  motion  at  the 
ast  session ;  and  I  made  the  statement  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  that,  from  this  omission,  conclu- 
sions might  be  drawn  at  least  as  strong  as  from 
the  uncandid  statement  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  of  the  testimony  reported  to  the  House. 
The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  last  evening 
seemed  to  dwell,  and  lay  much  stress  upon  the 
recollection  by  Mr.  Dickins  of  the  subject-matter 
of  the  passages  which  he  acknowledges  to  have 
erased.  Now,  I  state  it  as  a  fact,  said  Mr.  C,  that 
Mr.  Dickins  went  to  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  before  he  went  to  the 
committee, and  examined  all  the  documents.  Now, 
this  is  a  fact  which  ought  to  be  taken  into  the  es- 
timate, of  the  clearness  with  which  Mr.  Dickins 
speaks  of  the  subject-matter  of  the  passages  erased, 
and  recollects,  from  previous  examination,  what 
passages  he  marked,  and  why  he  marked  them. 
I  mentioned  that  Mr.  Dickins  had  gone  to  the 
Clerk's  office  to  make  an  alteration  in  the  report ; 
and  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  thinks  it 
uncandid  in  me  that  I  did  not  state  the  object  of 
that  alteration.  The  gentleman  from  North  Car- 
olina is  mistaken  when  he  says  that  I  was  present 
at  all  the  examinations  of  Mr.  Dickins 

Mr.  Saunosrs  explained.  If  the  gentleman 
was  present,  I  said,  wnen  the  nature  of  the  altera- 
tion was  mentioned,  he  ought,  in  candor,  to  have 
stated  it  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Cook.  I  was  not  present,  and  therefore 
could  not  know  or  state  it.  The  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  was  a  little  mistaken,  too,  said  Mr. 
C,  as  to  the  nature  of  the  questions  propounded 
to  me  in  regard  to  the  author  of  A.  B.,  (the  accu- 
satory letter  published  in  the  Washington  Repub- 
lican.) He  sa^fs  he  did  not  ask  me  who  A.  B. 
was.  He  certainly  will  remember  that  he  asked 
me  if  I  knew  who  A.  B.  was.  In  that  question 
was  a  necessary  inclusion  of  the  question,  who 
was  the  person  ?  I  barely  mention  this  to  correct 
the  recollection  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Car- 
olina, who,  he  had  no  disposition  to  believe,  would 
intentionally  misrepresent  him.  I  had  intended, 
said  Mr.  C,  to  have  answered  some  of  the  remarks 
which  fell  from  the  gentleman  from  Georgia — ye?, 
sir,  I  will  say  the  gentleman  from  Greorgia ;  but  the 
gentleman  has  this  morning  withdrawn  his  proposi- 
tion, and  I  think  it  is  very  well  for  the  character  of 
this  House,  and  very  well  for  the  character  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  country  in  which  we  live,  that 
he  has  done  so.  It  was  a  proposition  which  I  could 
show  proposed  one  of  the  moat  glaring  infractions 
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of  this  CoQstitation  that  was  ey^r  presented  to 
the  consideration  of  this  House — a  proposition  in- 
Tolying  the  highest  and  most  sacred  rishts  secured 
to  this  House,  and  to  the  people  of  this  country. 
The  honorable  gentleman  has  done  himself  some 
credit  in  withdrawing  it.  [Mr.  C.made  a  remark 
on  the  feeling  or  motire  in  which  this  proposition 
originated,  and  an  observation  on  Mr.  Gilu£b's 
allusions  to  the  transactions  of  last  session,  the 
terms  of  which  escaped  the  ear  of  the  reporter.] 
I  hope,  said  Mr.  C,  that  the  whole  matter  will  be 
inquired  into,  and  brought  before  the  House;  and 
when  it  is,  I  shall  be  able,  if  the  slightest  tinge  of 
suspicion  yet  rests  oa  the  mind  of  any  honorable 
member  of  the  House,  even  of  the  greatest  enemy 
I  have  in  the  House — and  I  have  some  whose 
feelings  are  very  strong  towards  me,  as  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  House  will  verify — I  will  bring 
even  to  them  such  demonstration  as  to  force  con- 
viction that,  if  they  have  suspicion^^  they  are  un- 
founded, and  without  the  least  justification  what- 
ever. 

Mr.  En  WARDS,  of  North  Carolina,  said  that,  at 
the  time  he  submitted  the  motion,  now  pending, 
to  strike  out  the  latter  part  of  the  resolution,  he 
did  it  under  a  full  persuasion  that  the  two  subjects 
embraced  in  the  resolution  were  utterly  disconnect- 
ed. As,  however,  his  friend  from  Virginia  had 
appealed  to  him,  and  seemed  to  think  that  this  un- 
profitable debate  would  be  checked  by  withdraw- 
mg  the  amendment,  he  would  withdraw  it. 

The  motion  to  amend  being  withdrawn,  and 
the  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution 
as  it  is  stated  in  the  commencement  of  to-day's 
proceedinffs — 

Mr.  McLand,  of  Delaware,  rose  to  express  his 
views  of  this  subject.  I  rise  not,  said  he,  to  ac- 
cuse any  one,  but  to  vindicate,  as  far  as  my  im- 
pressions go,  some  who  have  been  accused.  With 
regard  to  the  member  from  Illinois,  we  have  his 
declarations,  in  the  committee  and  in  this  House, 
that  he  is  free  from  any  imputation  as  to  the  mark- 
ing or  suppression  of  this  paper ;  and  his  declara- 
tions are  conclusive  until  proof  be  produced  to  the 
contrary ;  and,  in  relation  to  him,  I  shall  require 
strong  proofs.  Whilst  I  do  refrain  from  the  ex- 
pression of  any  opinion  derogatory  to  the  honor 
and  integrity  of  that  member,  I  will  not  sav,  I 
have  no  suspicions  as  to  any  other  person :  nut 
even  if  I  entertained  as  strong  suspicion  or  the 
guilt  of  any  other  person,  as  seems  to  be  entertain* 
ed  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York, 
I  would  not  express  it.  For,  although  I  might  en- 
tertain strong  impressions  as  to  the  author  of  the 
act  referred  to,  yet,  as  I  may  be  caUed  upon  in  a 
much  more  important  way,  and  on  fuller  testir 
monv,  to  express  my  opinion  upon  the  subject,  I 
should  feel  it  due  to  the  person  whom  I  suspected, 
and  to  myself,  to  preserve  myself  pure  from  pre- 
judice and  commitment  upon  the  question.  If  I 
were  to  rise  in  the  House,  and  express  the  opin- 
ion, that  this  or  that  man  is  guilty,  I  could  not 
trust  myself  asain  to  pass  upon  the  character  of 
that  man.  The  House  will  do  me  the  justice  ^said 
Mr.  McLahb,)  to  remember  that  I  gave  to  this  in- 
quiry, when  first  proposed,  my  full  and  free  sanc- 


tion. I  expressed  my  belief  that  evervbodjr  iiDBb- 
cated  in  the  letter  of  A.  B.  would,  apoo  m 
inquiry,  be  absolved  from  imputations  opon  then 
I  believe  such  will  be  the  remit  of  the  iwoposd 
further  inquiry,  and  that  the  object  of  the  persoa, 
whoever  he  may  be,  who  made  these  charges,  wi 
be  detected  and  exposed.  It  is  for  that  reason  1 
would  adopt  the  amendment  of  the  member  froa 
Illinois,  that  this  inquiry  may  be  poshed  toitt 
utmost  limit,  and  that  every  circumstaQce  ci»- 
nected  with  the  transaction  may  be  develop^ 
This  is  not  a  matter  originating  in  this  Hoose-it 
originated  out  of  this  House.  I  do  not  say  tkit 
any  member  of  this  House  is  the  author  of  tiie 
contemptible  productions  which  have  girec  rise 
to  this  inquiry  and  this  discussion ;  bat  it  has  bn 
forced  upon  us,  if  by  a  member  of  this  House,! 
will  say  most  disreputably.  For  if  any  meokr 
of  this  House  does  believe  that  any  Deparoaat 
or  public  officer  has  been  ^upilty  of  a  breadi  of 
trust,  he  has  an  open  and  high-minded  cooneft 
pursue.  He  cannot  become  an  anonymous  seribbb 
m  a  newspaper  without  derogating  from  his  dur- 
acier.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  writer  is,  (I 
hope  and  trust  he  is  not,)  a  member  of  this  Hoist 
If  he  is,  he  has  taken  a  wrong  course,  and  dbiv- 
rantably  produced  all  the  bitter  waters  which  iiave 
flowed  from  it.  Let  us  not,  said  Mr.  McL.,  fv^ 
the  orijgin  of  this  inquirv.  How  did  it  origijnft.^ 
This  little  erasure,  whicn  may  have  originaiei  » 
from  my  soul  I  believe  it  did  originate,  in  &o  im- 
proper motives — these  little  marks  which  are mde 
upon  this  paper,  have  been  suffered  to  sleep  opa 
the  records  for  a  twelvemonth,  known  to  maiiT 
gentlemen  of  this  House.  At  the  ead  of  iwelfe 
months,  when  the  officer  who  had  the  records  ia 
his  possession  is  no  more,  and  cannot  be  olid 
upon  to  give  an  account  of  them,  the  £ict » 
brouffht  to  the  attention  of  the  House  bjr  scddeoL 
purely.  It  is  published  oat  of  the  House,  scno- 
panied  by  a  distinct  charge  inculpating  offiecis of 
this  House  with  havinj^  suppressed  the  passagtu^ 
question  to  screen  an  individual  in  a  high  fu^ 
office.    It  was  a  charg[e  which  the  persons  at» 

Sited  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  bring  before  tk 
ouse.  The  House  instituted  a  committee  of  i^ 
quiry  into  the  matter,  and  that  committee  haTeis* 
vestigated  it,  not  only  with  an  assidoitf  viu^^ 
does  them  credit,  but  with  an  honoable,  indcfO- 
dent,  and  impartial  conduct,  which  will  do  tlun 
honor,  here  and  elsewhere.  They  have  said  ^ 
the  persons  designed  to  be  impiicated  areguiitko, 
and  that  the  marks  were  not  nmde  by  them.  No*? 
sir,  though  I  should  have  been  unwilling  to  hitt 
originate  this  inquiry,  and  regret  that  the  subject 
has  ever  been  agitated,  I  am  free  to  sajr  that  I  as 
willing  to  go  on  with  it,  and  I  will  not,  because 
find  the  scent  which  I  have  been  following  ^ 
not  lead  me  to  the  den  of  the  lion,  turn  n>°o^i°f 
refuse  to  follow  it  to  the  hole  of  the  fox-  ^ 
very  reason  which  btin^  the  sentleman  n^ 
New  York  to  the  conclusion  that  he  will  not  ^ 
sue  the  inquiry  is  the  converse  of  the  reasos  vw 
I  will  pursue  it. 

Mr.  Stbrlino^-I  have  no  objection  to  piu^ 
the  inquiry. 
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Mr.  McLake  :  T  did  not  miEttn  to  say  that  the 
geotjeman  from  New  York  is  opposed  to  the  in- 
quiry :  bat  I  nnderstood  the  gentleman  to  say  that 
he  did  not  want  this  inquiry,  because  he  was  already 
sati^d  who  did  this  thinff.    He  was  willing  to  vote 
for  the  inquiry,  but  tbougnt  it  unnecessary  oecause 
he  knew  who  made  these  marks.    It  is  because  I 
do  not  koow  who  did  it,  and  because  it  does  not 
appear  before  the  House  who  did  it,  that  I  think 
the  inquiry  ought  to  go  on.    And  it  is  because  that 
honorable  gentleman  has  thrown  the  weight  of  his 
character  and  influence  against  an  indi?idual  who 
is  not  in  this  House,  and  who  has  no  means  of  de- 
fending himself  against  such  imputations,  that  I 
wish  tbe  inquiry  to  go  on.    I  make  no  charge 
against  any  body :  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
has  made  the  charge.    He  has  brought  the  act  of 
making  the  erasure  home  to  the  clerk  in  the  Trea- 
sary  Department,  which,  he  has  had  the  candor 
to  say,  he  has  done  without  a  knowledge  of  the 
eharaeter  of  thut  clerk.    The  gentleman  acquits 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  any  concern  with 
the  transaction ;  and  I  agree  with  him  that  the 
character  of  that  officer  stands  too  high  for  purity 
and  lofty  integrity  to  warrant  the  belief  of  his  hav- 
ing had  any  connexion  with  any  transaction 
which  proves  to  be  incortect.    But^  is  there  any 
proof  which  will  warrant  the  House  m  saying  that 
these  marks  were  made  by  the  clerk  in  the  Tre- 
snry  Department?  None  whatever.   But,  if  I  were 
to  have  an  opinion,  it  would  be,  as  far  as  the  tes- 
timony |oes,  stronny  the  reverse  of  that  of  the  ffen- 
tlemao  from  New  Yorit.    I  do  not  think  the  clerk 
did  make  the  erasure.    He  might  have  made  it, 
and  with  good  motives,  too ;  but  I  do  not  think  that 
he  did  do  it.    Let  us  look  at  the  nature  of  the 
thing.   Here  is  a  call  made  upon  a  Department, 
in  answer  to  which,  in  order  to  save  time,  the 
original  papers  are  sent — and  I  here  ask  the  gentle- 
man where  he  founds  his  charge  of  an  unwarrant- 
able liberty  taken  with  the  documents  of  this 
House?   Had  we,  sir,  any  thing  to  do  with  those 
documents  before  they  came  he)^  1    Certainly  not ; 
<hey  were  in  the  possession  and  under  the  control 
of  the  head  of  the  Department.    You  make  a  call 
on  the  Department,  and  it  is  competent  to  it  to 
s^d  yoa  the  originals  or  copies ;  and  this  fact, 
which  spoke  conviction  to  my  mind,  from  the  first 
agitation  of  this  matter,  is  conclusive — ^that,  so  far 
from  any  intention  to  suppress  any  part  of  the 
documents,  there  was  evinced,  in  sending  the 
original  lettet^,  a  disposition  to  open  the  whole 
flood  of  information    to  you.     m\t^,  suppose 
th««  fnarks  were  made  at  the  Treasury  Depart 
ment-.and  here  Mr.  McLane  remarked,  that  gen- 
tlemen seemed  to  be  shocked  at  the  suggestion  that 
A  B,  orC  D,  toftde  these  marks,  but  thought  nothing 
of  laying  it  to  this  or  that  otner  person.    Now,  I 
say,  continued  he,  that  these  marks  may  have  been 
n^ade,  if  they  were  made  at  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, for  the  most  innocent  purpose.    Was  it 
Dot  competent  to  the  Department  to  send  you 
copies  instead  of  the  originals?    Undoubtedly; 
that  would  have  been  the  regular  course.    Was  it 
^ot  competent  to  the  Department  to  send  you 
copies  of  parts  of  letters  ?    Undoubtedly ;  for  what 


is  the  nature  of  your  calls  upon  Departments  for 
information  ?  It  is,  that  they  shall  send  you  all 
the  information  material  to  the  subject  of  tne  call, 
which  can  be  communicated  consistently  with  the 
public  good.  As  to  what  may  or  may  not  be  ma- 
terial or  relevant  to  the  call,  the  head  of  the  De- 
partment must  exercise  a  sound  and  honest  discre- 
tion. Suppose,  in  the  exercise  of  such  a  discretion, 
the  Treasury  Department  had  sent  you  copies  ot 
these  documents,  and  deeming  this  letter,  and  the 
others  which  were  marked,  to  be  immaterial  and 
irrelevant  to  the  call,  had  leA  them  out  entirely : 
how  then  ?  Could  you  have  imputed  an  improper 
motive?  or  would  you  not,  if  you  entertained  a 
different  opinion,  require  the  papers  to  be  sent,  by 
a  new  and  more  specific  call,  as  the  member  from 
Illinois  actually  did  call  for  other  documents  con- 
nected with  the  same  subject,  which  were  not  sent 
in  pursuance  of  the  first  call  ?  Now^  said  he,  let 
us  BO  one  step  further.  Instead  of  copies,  the  origi- 
nal papers  were  sent.  What  do  the  brackets 
whicn  are  known  to  have  been  made  at  the  Trea- 
sury Department,  and  the  others,  if  they  were 
made  there,  designate?  That  the  passages  thus 
marked  were  not  materiail  to  the  call.  The  mem- 
ber from  Illinois,  who  made  the  call  for  these 
papers — who  wanted  the  information — he  himself 
did  not,  When  he  saw  these  marks,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, deem  them  material 

Mr.  Cook  said,  that  he  did  not  deem  them  of 
sufficient  importance  to  be  the  subject  of  a  motion 
to  the  House  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  McLane  said,  he  had  not  at  all  misunder- 
stood the  member.  If  he  did  not  deem  them  of 
sufficient  importance  to  bring  the  subject  to  the 
House,  they  could  not  have  been,  in  his  view  ma- 
terial :  if  the  suppression  of  the  paper  was  deem- 
ed immaterial,  tne  paper  itseu  could  not  have 
been  supposed  material.  He  proceeded  then  to 
make  one  or  two  remarks,  which  went  to  satisfy 
him.  although  these  marks  might  have  been  inno- 
cently made  by  the  clerk  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, that  they  were  not  made  by  that  person. 
It  is  an  affair  of  speculation  merely,  said  he,  and 
if  I  should  be  thought,  in  making  this  declaration, 
to  insinuate  any  thing  against  any  member  of  this 
House.  I  would  not  make  it.  In  the  first  place,  said 
Mr.  McL.,  you  find  that  in  cases  where  letters  are 
actually  marked  by  the  clerk,  he  marks  them  with 
brackets,  and  with  the  word  *'  oui^^  in  the  margin. 
The  word  does  not  occur  on  the  margin  of  the 
particular  letter  in  question.  When  this  clerk 
marks  passages  for  the  purpose  of  having  them 
omitteo,  he  marks  the  word  '^  out"  upon  them.  I 
beg  the  House  to  reflect  on  the  suggestion  which  I 
now  make,  and  see  how  important  it  is,  when  a 
charge  is  attempted  to  be  brought  home  to  an  in- 
dividual on  the  ground  of  criminality,  to  view  it 
in  a  correct  light.  When  the  clerk  marks  this 
word  *^out^^  on  these  documents,  to  whom  is  the 
intimation  given  which  that  word  conveys  ?  Is 
it  to  the  printer  ?  No,  it  is  to  this  House.  If  the 
document  had  gone  from  the  Treasury  to  the 
printing  office,  it  would  have  been  difierent.  But 
I  the  documents  were  sent  to  you,  and  the  marks 
I  were  put  upon  them  for  your  use.    Here  are  the 
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papers  for  you,  says  this  officer ;  here  is  all  the 
iniormation  we  have  on  the  sabject ;  we  send  yoa 
the  originals,  the  more  speedily  to  answer  your 
call,  but  we  suggest  to  your  discretion  whether  it 
would  be  proper  to  print  these  particular  passages. 
It  is  to  you,  then,  that  the  word  "  out"  is  addressed, 
with  the  corresponding  brackets.  But  on  exam- 
ining the  marked  passage  on  A  5,  which  has  been 
the  subject  of  so  much  speculation,  we  find  the 
word  ^*  oti^"  is  not  there.  There  is  another  strong 
circumstance  about  that  letter,  which  carries  to 
my  mind  conclusive  testimony  that  the  pencil 
marks  were  not  made  at  the  Treasury ;  and  that 
is^  that  the  only  words  which  can,  by  any  possi- 
bility of  construction,  be  considered  material,  are 
underscored,  not  by  pencil  marks,  nor  as  far  as  I 
can  judffe,  from  appearances,  by  the  writer  of  the 
letter,  r^ow,  I  ask,  whether,  on  an  officer  of  any 
Department  sending  a  paper  here,  any  part  of 
which  is  intended  to  be  suppressed,  it  is  at  all 
likely  he  would  have  made  a  broad  and  obvious 
underscoring  of  the  particular  i)assage,  with  a 
view  to  bring  those  words  conclusively  and  imme- 
diately to  the  public  eye  ?  I  think  not,  sir.  I 
should  never  conceive  that  any  individual,  who 
meant  to  suppress  a.  paper,  or  part  of  a  paper, 
would  make  indelible  marks  upon  it,  not  to  erase 
or  to  conceal  it,  but  to  place  it  in  bolder  relief.  If 
it  had  not  been  so  mariced,  it  might  and  probably 
would,  have  escaped  observation  entirelv.  You 
must  then  persuade  me  that  this  clerk  in  tne  Trea- 
sury Department  is  made  of  different  materials 
from  other  men ;  that  when  he  has  a  motive  and 
an  object  in  view,  he  accomplishes  it  in  a  different 
manner  from  other  men ;  and  that,  when  he  means 
to  suppress  any  thing,  he  makes  it,  with  that  view, 
more  conspicuous!  The  honorable  gentleman 
from  New  York  says  he  is  satisfied,  and  there  is 
no  occasion  for  further  inquiry.  If  the  testimony 
was  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  mmd  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York — to  whom  I  impute  no  motive, 
believing  he  only  made  this  declaration  in  proper 
candor — ^if  the  evidence  was  sufficient  for  him,  it 
was  not  sufficient  for  the  committee  who  examin- 
ed the  matter.  And,  let  me  say,  if  the  evidence 
had  been  such  as  to  induce  the  expression  of  a 
belief  bv  them,  the  committee  were  oound — more 
especially  as  the  omission  to  express  such  an 
opinion  would  give  rise  to  imputations  elsewhere ; 
more  especially  as  thev  must  see  that  suspicion 
would  fall  upon  members  of  Conffress,  amongst 
others — ^it  became  their  absolute  and  positive  duty 
to  express  their  opinion,  if  they  had  been  able  to 
form  one,  of  the  author  of  the  erasure.  Acting 
under  this  sense  of  imperious  duty,  knowing  that, 
if  they  even  remained  silent,  an  imputation  might 
be  drawn  from  it,  they  have  said,  with  that  sense 
of  honor  which  characterizes  the  report,  that  they 
have  no  proof  to  satisfy  them  who  made  the  era- 
sure in  letter  (A  5.)  I  cannot  satisfy  myself  on 
the  subject,  said  Mr.  McL.,  that  either  this  or  that 
person  did  it ;  and  for  that  reason  I  would  sive 
the  greatest  possible  scope  to  this  inquiry.  When 
the  proofs  come  before  me,  I  shall  examine  them 
with  an  impartial  eye ;  I  shall  form  an  impartial 
opinion.    If  I  believe  that  the  marks  were  made 


with  an  innocent  intention,  and  that  the  maker  «i 
them  was  in  no  manner  connected  with  the&v 
tempt  which  has  been  made  to  convert  tiicm  inu 
imputations  of  guilt,  I  shall  be  satisfied  to  let  tk 
matter  rest :  but  if,  in  the  course  of  the  ioqoin, 
the  act  shall  be  fastened  upon  any  iodiTidiiil  viik 
motives  of  guilt,  or  who  has  since  leat  himself  (o 
the  improper  use  which  has  beeo  made  of  iU 
will  extend  the  power  of  this  House  u  farts  it 
will  go  to  punish  him. 

Mr.  A.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  said,  in  hit  coadoei 
on  this  floor,  he  had  no  rule  of  actioo  but  to  p 
sue  what  he  believed  to  be  his  duty  to  the  pablk. 
He  would  vote  for  any  inquiry  which  was  likelj 
to  lead  to  beneficial  consequences.  But,  if  k 
thought  any  proposed  inquiry  would  not  haTciiist 
result,  he  would  not  vote  for  it  He  saw  noaii- 
vantage  which  could  flow  from  further  proseee- 
tion  of  the  particular  inquiry  now  before  tk 
House*  He  objected,  besides,  to  committiD;  u 
inquirv  into  the  management  of  the  funds  of  i^ 
Unitea  States,  and  into  the  making  of  this  maii 
to  the  same  committee.  The  subjects  were  dis- 
tinct and  not  compatible,  and  ought  DOt,  therefore. 
to  go  to  the  same  committee.  In  the  case  of  Job 
Anderson,  when  a  contempt  was  committed  anta^ 
the  House,  through  the  Committee  of  (Mm. 
was  that  committee  charged  with  the  inqoiirioic 
that  matter?  Certainly  not.  Mr.  S.  vas  op- 
posed, for  reasons  of  this  nature,  to  the  im  of 
the  resolution.  But  he  was  opposed  loi^^ 
inquiry  respecting  these  marks,  for  another  ram 
He  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  Mr.  Dickie 
did  make  the  erasure  in  A  5,  as  well  as  the  others. 
and  that  he  was  authorized  to  make  them,  ib^ 
that  no  blame  properly  attached  to  him  or  asj 
one  on  the  occasion.  Examining  the  shape,  dh 
rection,  and  curves  of  the  marks,  from  which  oslf* 
in  the  absence  of  direct  testimony,  an  o^^ 
could  be  formed,  he  had  come  to  the  em^ 
that  the  same  person  made  the  dieted  mirk  *°<> 
made  the  others.  Lay  the  marks  acms  one 
another,  and  it  would  be  seen  that  their  ioclii^' 
tions  are  the  same,  and  the  angles  formed  by  t^f 
intersection  of  the  cross  lines,  as  well  as  the  i«^ 
and  turn  of  the  brackets,  were  either  preciselj^it 
nearly  the  same  in  the  marks  acknowledged  e? 
have  been  made  by  that  clerk,  as  in  the  o^ 
From  all  the  circumstances.  Mr.  S.  drew  the(^ 
elusion  that  Mr.  Dickins  did  make  these  msn^ 
He  wished,  therefore,  no  further  examioittiB- 
The  House  had  the  examination  of  Mr.  Di^S 
thrice  taken,  and  it  had  the  documents  themseins; 
and  he  could  not  conceive  why  any  other  jja^ 
mation  on  the  subject  should  be  thought  desiiau^. 
Mr.  S.  further  considered  Mr.  Dickins  as  )am 
made  these  marks  when  he  had  a  right  to  tB»» 
them.  The  resolution  of  this  House,  requmBl 
these  documents,  called  for  copies  of  certain  cos- 
tracts  with  banks,  &c.,  and  all  the  infons&Q^ 
"relative  thereto;"  that  is,  for  so  much  of^ 
correspondence  with  the  banks  as  relates  to  w^ 
contracts.  Did  that  resolution,  then,  require  v 
Secretarv  to  furnish  the  whole  of  every  leUff"" 
which  this  subject  is  mentioned?  Mr.  ^j^ 
tended  not.     Suppose  a  letter  embraced  seto** 
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TerjT  important  subjects :  there  coald  be  bo  reason 
whf  more  of  it  should  be  communicated  than  the 
patticalar  part  which  relates  to  the  subject  of  the 
call  By  the  arrangements  at  the  Treasury;  it 
appeared  that  this  clerk  had  this  branch  or  the 
bosiaess  of  the  office  under  his  control,  and  that 
k  made  the  selection  of  the  papers  called  for,  and 
arraaged  them  in  the  order  in  which  they  were 
seat  to  the  House — in  doing  which  he  made  these 
peacii  marks  on  the  passages  which  he  considered 
irreieTaDt  to  the  object  of  the  resolution  of  this 
House.  It  had  been  said  that  the  disputed  eras- 
are  did  relate  to  the  object  of  the  call.  Mr.  S. 
was  not  satisfied  that  it  did — ^but,  whether  or  not, 
it  was  not  withheld  from  this  House,  nor  con- 
cealed from  the  House,  but  fully  in  its  possession. 
And  said  he,  are  we  to  infer  criminality  from  the 
testimony  of  this  gentleman  ?  Certainly  not ;  for 
if  he  made  these  marks,  he  was  as  perfectly  justi- 
fiable as  be  was  in  making  the  other  marxs,  and 
there  was  no  criminality  m  it.  Mr.  S.  here  read 
some  extracts  from  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Dickins, 
commenting  upon  it  as  he  went  along.  He  con- 
cloded  by  sayinff  that  he  found  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
oopQse  this  resolution  :  declaring  that  if  any  gen- 
Ueman  would  bring  forward  an  inquiry  into  the 
other  subject  embraced  in  this  resolution,  sepa- 
rately, be  should  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  made  some  explan- 
atory observations,  which  it  was  the  misfortune 
of  the  reporter  not  to  be  able  to  hear  distinctly. 
He  states,  therefore,  only  what  he  heard.  Mr.  W. 
denied  that  he  wished  to  call  A.  B.  to  account  be- 
fore this  House,  as  he  was  most  abominably  mis- 
repieseDted  in  the  Washington  Republican  to 
have  wished  to  do.  Mr.  W.  took  some  notice  of 
Mr.  Cook's  remarks  (of  yesterday)  in  reply  to 
him.  1  did  not  wish  to  impugn  the  conduct  of 
that  gentleman,  said  Mr.  W.  I  had  an  esteem  for 
^^^1  for  I  had  discovered  in  him  talents  and  an 
mdependent  spirit.  1  did  not  wish  to  implicate 
him,  bat  I  told  him  that  appearances  were  such 
that,  if  be  were  my  own  son,  he  ought,  in  my 
opinioD,  for  his  own  sake,  to  demand  an  investi- 
gatioo.  I  did  not  say  that  he  was  the  author  of 
the  ensure ;  but  I  did  say,  that  there  were  circum- 
staaees  developed  by  the  testimony  taken  before 
^e  eomoiittee,  which  would  cast  a  shade  of  sus- 
picion over  him,  such  as  I  hoped  would  be  re- 
moTed  by  a  further  inquiry.  Whilst  I  am  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  said  Mr.  W.  (in  reference  to  an 
expressioQ  of  Mr.  Sterling)  I  shall  dare  to  do 
whatever  I  think  it  my  duty  to  do ;  but  I  shall 
MTer  do  what  is  contrary  either  to  duty  or  to 
hoDor.  I  will  never  refuse  to  any  gentleman 
atonement  for  his  violated  rights,  ana  I  am  always 
mthJQ  the  reach  of  any  man  of  honor.  Mr.  W. 
""^de  some  remarks  on  the  allusion  yesterday 
Q|ade  to  his  age,  intimating  that  age  had  not  yet 
dimmed  any  of  his  faculties,  or  quenched  his  feel- 

k^?  ^  ^'  "^'^'  ^^  concluded  by  sayin|^  that  he 
had  DO  idea  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  would 
draw,  from  his  remarks  yesterday,  any  other  in- 
^ereiice,  than  that  circumstances  were  such  as 
ottght  to  induce  him,  for  his  own  sake,  to  urge  an 
vMesiigation  of  this  matter. 


Mr.  Reid,  of  Georgia,  said,  he  had  refrained 
from  this  discussion,  so  far,  because  he  could  not 
see  any  beneficial  purpose  it  could  answer  to  en- 
gage in  it.  Whether  this  mark  was  made  with  a 
mischievous  intention,  or  who  was  the  writer  of 
A.  B.  he  considered  as  matters  of  little  importance. 
If  there  had  been  any  conspiracy  between  the  per- 
sons who  marked  the  document,  and  the  one  who 
wrote  A.  B.  it  had  wholly  failed  in  its  purpose ; 
the  project  had  met  the  fate  it  deserved.  The 
report  of  the  committee,  said  he,  is  an  ample 
acquittal  of  the  Printers  to  this  House,  and  a 
triumphant  vindication  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  All  attempts  against  that  omcer  will 
end,  I  have  no  doubt,  as  they  heretofore  ended  on 
this  floor,  to  his  honor,  and  the  discomfiture  of 
his  enemies.  But,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  should  vote  for 
this  resolution,  becaiise,  the  fact  appearing  that 
this  document  has  been  mutilated,  apparently  sub- 
sequent to  its  coming  into  the  possession  of  this 
House,  the  question  by  whom,  ana  with  what  inten- 
tions it  has  been  done,  deserved  to  be  investigated. 
His  principal  object  in  rising,  however,  vras,  to 
add  a  few  words  to  what  had  been  so  conclusively 
said  by  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  respecting 
one  or  the  clerks  in  the  Treasury  Department.  It 
has  been  intimated  (said  Mr.  R.)  that  it  is  de- 
monstrable that  Mr.  Dickins  was  the  author  of  the 
erasure,  and  that  he  has  contradicted  himself  in 
his  testimony^.  If  the  House  will  attend  for  a 
moment,  I  will  make  it  appear  that  there  never 
was  testimony  more  pure,  more  perfectly  impartial, 
more  every  way  satisfactory,  than  the  testimony 
of  Mr.  Dickins.  Mr.  R.  examined  and  compared 
the  different  passages  in  Mr.  Dickins's  testimony, 
commenting  upon  them  as  he  went  along  to  show 
that  his  evidence  was  not  only  clear  but  entirely 
consistent.  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  do  thus 
much,  said  Mr.  R.,  because  the  character  of  Mr. 
Dickens  has  been  assailed,  and,  though  I  am 
ignorant  of  the  person  of  that  gentleman,  I  under- 
stand him  to  be  an  excellent  man  and  an  intelligent 
officer.  Before  he  sat  down  Mr.  R.  intinuitS  to 
the  gentleman  who  proposed  to  refer  this  inquiry 
to  the  former  committee,  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  him  to  attain  his  object..  The  former 
conmiittee  was  dissolved  by  the  fact  of  its  report 
upon  the  whole  subject  committed  to  it  \  and  com- 
mittees can  only  be  appointed  in  two  modes,  by  the 
Speaker  or  by  ballot.  A  committee  cannot  be 
legislated  into  office,  or  revived,  by  resolution. 

Mr.  Tattnall,  of  Georgia,  diet  not,  in  rising, 
mean  to  obtrude  any  remarks  of  his  on  the  mam 
subject  of  debate.  But  he  thought  he  owed  it  to 
himself  and  his  colleague,  to  take  some  slight 
notice  of  the  remarks  wnich  had  fallen  from  the 
gentleman  from  New  York.  That  gentleman, 
said  Mr.  T.,  in  the  course  of  his  vindication  of 
another  member  of  the  House,  seemed  to  think 
that,  to  vindicate  one  character,  it  was  necessary 
to  attack  another 

Mr.  Sterling,  of  New  York,  (in  explanation.) 

I  did  not  attack  the  character  of  any  one ;  and  if 

I  was  understood  as  attacking  the  character  of 

any  one,  I  was  misunderstood.    On  the  contrary, 

i  I  spoke  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Gil- 
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MfiR,)  as  high-mioded  and  honorable.  I  had  oot 
the  remotest  intention  in  any  degree  to  speak  dis- 
respectfully of  him. 

Mr.  Tattnall  said  he  was  very  much  ratified 
by  this  explanation  of  the  gentleman,  as  Tar  as  it 
went ;  but,  said  he,  the  remarks  of  the  gentlemen 
'loere  calculated,  in  my  estimation,  to  afiect  the 
character  of  my  colleague  for  candor  and  fair  deal- 
ing. It  may  be  officious  in  me  to  ioterfere^-^I 
know  it  is  the  disposition  of  my  colleague  to  treat 
«uch  matters  lightly,  when  he  is  disposed  not  to 
notice  them  personally.  He  is  willmg,  in  such 
cases,  to  let  uiem  pass  by  without  notice ;  but  I 
cannot  hear  a  remark  calculated  to  affect  the  rep- 
utation of  a  friend,  without  saying  something  of 
it.  I  wish,  said  Mr.  T.,  that  those  who  throw  out 
insinuations  against  others,  were  always  above 
them  themselves ;  that  those  who  suspect  others, 
were  always  free  from  suspicions  themselves ;  that, 
when  we  feel  it  improper  to  throw  out  insinua- 
tions against  others,  we  should  not  ourselves  in- 
dulge in  doinff  it.  The  recollection  of  the  sen- 
tleman  from  New  York,  I  suspect,  is  good;  it 
most  be  very  bad  indeed,  if  he  cloes  not  recollect 
that,  frequently,  during  the  last  session,  at  this 
session,  perhaps  this  very  day,  when  the  Depart- 
ment, an  inquiry  into  whose  conduct  is  now  be- 
fore us,  was  in  question,  he  has  thrown  out  insin- 
uations, 4^.  Mr.  T.  did  not  mean  to  say  that 
it  is  alwavs  culpable  to  throw  out  insinuations. 
Not  so.  it  a  person  throws  out  insinuations  which 
he  will  support,  and  which  he  is  ready  to  put  in 
the  shape  of  a  charge,  he  acts  correctly,  upon  his 
fnopw  responsibility.  My  colleague,  (said  Mr.  T.,) 
yesterday  went  so  far  as  that,  and  would  have  gone 
farther,  if  he  had  been  permitted  by  the  Chair. 
He  at  least  has  not  been  guilty  of  the  lokiipen 
which  were  spoken  of  yesterday.  He  is  not  one 
of  the  whisperars;  ana  in  truth  they  were  not 
whispers  tiiat  I  have  heard,  but  loud  insinuations. 
There  have  been  no  whispers  about  the  matter, 
unless  among  those  whose  direct  agency  in  agita- 
ting this  matter  has  been  kept  so  profound  a  secret. 
My  object  in  risinj^,  however,  was  not  to  add  to 
the  fedings  of  excitement  which  this  discussion 
has  generated,  but  to  repel  the  remarks  which  have 
been  made  respecting  my  colleague.  Whilst  he 
was  up,  Mr.  T.  said  he  would  make  one  or  two 
brief  remarks  in  regard  to  this  transaction.  He 
expressed  his  totel  astonishment  at  the  course 
which  had  been  pursued  in  this  case.  We  had 
before  us,  said  he,  a  distinct  question.  What 
was  it  ?  The  mutilation  of  our  documents,  and 
the  manner  in  which  they  were  mutilated.  We 
have  been  debating  every  thing  ebe.  The  Sedi- 
tion law  has  been  dug  up,  and,  with  all  its  cor- 
ruption, introduced  among  us — ^for  what  proper 
purposes  1  None  that  I  can  discover.  An  amend- 
ment has  been  proposed,  and  accepted  by  the 
mover  of  the  resolution,  which  has  no  sort  oi  con- 
nexion with  the  subject,  carrying  us  off  to  Illinois 
and  Ohio,  in  search  of  facts,  which,  when  re- 
ceived, are  of  no  consequence.  The  ooject  of  the 
resoiiition  was  to  inquire  into  an  offence  commit- 
ted here.  What  has  that  to  do  with  affiiirs  in 
Ohio  and  elsewhere  ?    It  is  here — ^in  this  House, 


that  the  inquiry  lies,  and  we  are  disemsing  abost 
the  Western  banks,  and  the  liberty  of  tke  Press! 
We  might  as  well,  on  this  occasion,  harediscossed 
the  Cumberland  Road,  or  the  New  Tarifl^  as  tk 
subjects  which  have  been  brought  into  it  Mr.  T. 
further  animadverted  on  the  waatof  conneiioQof 
the  addition  to  the  resolution  with  the  suiieet  of 
the  other  part  of  it,  and  said  he  had  sometbobtoT 
the  declarations  by  gentlemen  of  their  williogici 
to  prosecute  the  inquiry,  when  coupled  with  \ka 
attempts  to  embarrass  it.  He  himself  wished  tk 
inquiry  to  go  on,  and  should  have  preferred  lis 
being  uneinoarrassed  by  extraneous  matter,  oot 
that  he  was  disposed  to  investigate  the  chancier 
of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  but  the  character 
of  the  mutilation  of  the  public  docoments. 

Mr.  Stebunq,  of  New  York,  expressed  hisnr- 
prise  that  the  gentleman  from  Ueorgia  shooU 
think  it  necessary  to  rise  in  defence  of  his  bvai 
from  a  supposed  attack  upon  him.  The  genik- 
man  must,  said  Mr.  S.,  have  most  grosslf  misofi- 
deffstood  me.  1  meant  no  such  attack— 1  maie 
none.  I  did  express  my  deep  regret  that  thatgvi* 
tleman  should  have  introduced  into  thisfioosea 
proposition  so  fraught  with  daageroos  principle. 
as  that  which  was  embraced  in  his  ameodmeai 
I  did  also  express  my  regret,  in  language  whicb  I 
thought  decorous,  at  the  manner  of  thegcDtl^ 
man's  allusion  to  a  member  of  the  Senate  Ihtre 
no  recolliection  of  using  any  other  laitfnaietDibe 
gentleman  than  that  of  respecL  1  am  tfUQ 
charged,  said  Mr.  S.,  of  speaking  disrespecuiiy 
of  t£e  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  and  erea  the 
ineidents  of  the  last  session  are  appealed  to,  to 
support  the  charge.  I  disclaim  any  intentioB  tb 
attMk  either  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  or  tk 
clerk  in  the  Treasury  Department  Di&iomd 
must  have  been  my  language,  if  I  was  otherwise 
understood  than  as  I  now  speak.  I  was  astoi* 
ished  at  the  solemn  appeal  made  to  the  Hoeseoa 
this  occasion,  and  more  so  by  the  intimatioaof  ^^^ 
gentleman  from  Delaware,  that  I  had  disqialiic^ 
myself  from  votine  upon  any  question  which  my 
hereafter  arise  in  this  House  on  the  matter.  TIk 
gentleman  should  recollect  that  I  leserred  of 
opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  guilt  or  innoceice 
of  this  transaction.  I  did,  when  up  before,  «> 
more  than  assert,  directly,  that  which  he  sltt«l(? 
way  of  supposition ;  for  he  himself  said,  that  tke 
Clerk  who  made  the  other  marks  might  hare  aa^ 
the  disputed  mark.  I  did  mean  to  take  the  aoi 
grounds  as  the  gentleman  himself,  but  more  i- 
rectly.  So  much  for  the  Clerk.  I  am  a  yoof 
member  oi  this  House,  said  Mr.  S.,  eompantt^F 
with  the  gentleman  from  Delaware ;  bot  I  v0 
beg  leave  to  differ  from  him  on  one  point,  vfaick 
I  consider  as  essentially  connected  wtth  thethv- 
acter,  independence,  and  integrity  of  this  Hosa 
viz :  that,  when  a  call  is  made  for  inforaiatids 
from  any  Department  for  the  use  of  this  Hoo^ 
that  Department  is  not  bound  to  give  the  whole 
of  the  information  called  for;  that  it  may  gi^' 
part  of  it,  and,  if  we  are  not  satisfied,  wemvf^ 
mit  a  second  call  for  the  remainder 

Mr.  McLanc  explained.  His  doctrine  was,  v^ 
a  Department  was  not  required,  by  any  cali  w 
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iDfbrmatkHi  upon  any  sul^ect,  to  send  any  mofe 
of  its  papers  or  records  than  was  pertinent  to  the 
object  01  the  call. 

Mr.  STsaLiHo  resumed.  If  the  gentleman  meant 
all  that  was  pertiaent,  why  did  he  speak  of  a  sec- 
ond caiJ,  and  refer  to  the  case  of  a  gentleman  from 
lUinois  at  the  last  session  )  My  views  of  this  sub- 
ject, said  Mr.  S.,  are  diifoent  from  those  of  the 
gCDtleman  from  Delaware.    If  a  head  of  a  De- 

Srtment  is  called  upon  for  the  whole  of  the  in- 
;niatioD  in  that  Department,  then  he  is  to  submit 
(he  whole  of  the  correspondence  connected  with 
it  If  he  does  not,  he  is  bound  to  state  why  he 
does  oot  eommonicate  the  whole  of  it,  so  as  not 
to  leave  the  House  under  an  impression  that  the 
whole  has  been  communicated.  Such  was  the 
coarse  pursued  by  the  Chief  Maffistrate  at  the  last 
sessioo,  in  a  particular  case.  A  call  was  matte 
apoQ  hira  for  certain  documents ;  he  communi- 
eated  a  part  of  them,  informing  the  House  that 
there  were  more  behind,  and  the  remainder  was 
called  for.  The  gentleman  has  stated,  continued 
Mi.  S.,  that  this  matter  was  forced  upon  the 
Hoaie.  And  how  does  he  say  it  was  forced  upon 
usi  By  the  contemptible  scribbling  of  an  anony- 
mous writer.  Not  so,  said  Mr.  8.,  an  honorable 
and  distinguished  member  made  a  statement  in 
this  Hoose,  that  there  had  been  a  suppression  of  a 
pa/tof  a  public  document,  and  that  it  nad  been  frai;^- 
daiently  and  wrongiiilly  done.  It  was  in  relation 
to  that  charge  of  suppression,  and  not  Uie  con- 
temptible scribbling  he  speaks  of,  that  the  inquiry 
was  instituted ;  and  I  am  utterly  astontahed  that 
so  moeh  heat  and  zeal  should  be  displayed  herein 
ri^ni  to  that  newspaper  publication.  The  ques* 
tioD  is,  has  there  been  a  suppression  of  an  impor- 
tant document ;  and,  if  so,  who  made  it?  atnd  I 
do  not  see  how  that  question  involves  the  inquiry, 
who  wrote  an  anonymous  letter  in  a  newspaper  ? 
1  hope,  sir,  this  unfortunate  discussion  may  be 
broQght  to  an  end,  and  in  better  temper  than  it 
^  heea  conducted. 

Mr.  Cbam BBRS,  of  Ohio,  after  a  remark  or  two 
u>  show  the  inutility  of  pursuing  this  discussion 
further,  niov«l  the  previous  queation.  ^which,  if 
decided  affirmatively,  puts  an  end  to  debate.) 

Mr.  Rakdou^b,  of  Virginia,  (the  first  time  we 
haTc  heard  his  voice  this  session,)  inquired,  what 
was  the  main  question? 

The  Spbakbr  informed  him^  that  it  was  on  the 
ps^sage  of  the  lesolution* 

A  sufficient  number,  however,  did  not  rise  to 
support  Mr.  Chambbbs  in  his  call  for  the  previous 
quesfioB. 

Mr.  Tract,  of  New  York,  differed  from  what 
appeared  to  be  the  great  majority  of  the  House. 
1  mean,  said  he,  to  vote  against  the  resolution  al^ 
jogether.  I  was  induced,  by  the  respect  which  I 
Kit  for  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  to  give  my  vote 
for  raising  the  first  committee.  I  was  induced  to 
think  it  might  be  an  act  of  courtesy  to  him  to  ap- 
point the  coounittee ;  but  my  own  impression  was, 
that  the  subject  had  none  oi  that  character  of  im- 
portance which  has  been  given  to  it.  I  considered 
tbat  this  omission,  which  was  called  a  suppression, 
v&i  TQAde  by  accident,  or  from  a  harmless  mis- 


conception of  the  character  of  the  papers.  When 
it  was  understood  that  the  whole  matter  said  to 
have  been  suppressed  had  been  communicated  to 
the  House ;  when  it  was  ascertained  that,  con- 
nected with  the  matter  said  to  have  beoi  aap- 
pressed,  was  nothing  of  anv  importance  whatso- 
ever ;  he  was  confirmed  in  tne  impressioa  that  the 
marking  was  the  result  of  accident  or  inadvert- 
ence. This  opinion  was  ratified  by  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  investigation,  that  there  had  heea 
in  this  case  no  culpable  or  wilful  intention,  on  the 
part  of  anv  body,  to  deceive  the  House,  by  making 
these  marks.  He  was  satisfied  of  this,  and  that 
the  further  prosecution  of  this  inquiry  would  tend 
in  no  respect  to  develop  the  obscurity  which  exists 
as  to  the  author  of  these  marks,  nor  in  any  other 
respect  afford  information  of  any  value  to  the 
House. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Rbid)  says 
he  neittor  knows  nor  cares  who  is  the  author  of 
the  anonymous  publication  in  the  newspaper:  I 
understood  him  also  to  say — and  if  he  did  not  say 
it,  1  do— 4hat  he  neither  knew  nor  cared  who  was 
the  author  of  the  erasure  in  the  document.  1  care 
not,  because  there  is  nothing  of  any  importance 
connected  with  it,  that  I  have  been  able  to  dis- 
cover. Unless  we  are  satisfied  that  the  matter  is 
important,  whv  should  we  inquire  further  into  it? 
Mr.  Dickins  nas  acknowledged  that  he  made 
some  of  the  marks  in  these  documents.  Now, 
said  Mr.  T.,  I  connder  the  part  erased  in  letter 
A  5,  quite  as  immaterial  as  some  of  the  passa|;es 
which,  bv  the  acknowledgment  of  Mr.  Dickms, 
he  actually  did  mark.  But,  before  I  undertake  to 
censure  a  person  for  doing  any  particular  act,  I 
must  be  satisfied  that  he  has  acted  wrongfully; 
that  the  act  that  he  has  done  is  important,  and 
further,  that  the  act  itself  was  occasicmed  by  im- 
proper motives.  Not  being  so  satisfied,  I  see  no 
occasion  to  pursue  the  inquiry  for  the  purpose  of 

Smiahing  the  pera<m  who  made  thoe  marks, 
ut,  if  I  did  believe  it  important  to  pursue  the  ia- 
quirv,  in  order  to  discover  the  author  of  these 
marks,  I  must  yet  acknowledge  that  I  cannot  see 
how  any  further  inquiry  could  lead  to  the  disclo- 
sure of  the  person  who  made  the  marks.  I  will 
not  say  what  is  my  opinion  as  to  who  made  the 
marks,  but  I  think  any  one  who  will  take  up  the 
documents,  will  be  satisfied  that  no  process  of 
examination  can  fix  it  upon  any  pmon  more 
stronely.  I  have  heard  scmie  gentlemen  express 
a  wish,  said  Mr.  T.,  to  know  w£o  is  the  author  of 
A.  B^  That  is  to  me  a  matter  entirely  unimport- 
ant I  do  not  discover  in  that  production  the 
evidences  of  such  turpitude  as  some  attach  to  it. 
If  I  was  sure,  however,  that  it  ¥ras  written  by  a 
member  of  the  House,  and  was  connected  with 
the  greatest  d^^ree  of  turpitude  that  can  be  im- 
agined to  belong  to  it,  1  do  not  see  that  this  House 
has  any  thing  to  do  with  it.  Are  we  to  consti- 
tute ourselves  jurors  to  inquire  who  is  the  author 
of  any  anonymous  publication  concerning  public 
men  i  If  so,  b^ore  the  question  is  settled,  which 
this  inquiry  is  supposed  to  bear  upon,  we  shall 
discover  a  great  many  publications  which  it  will 
be  as  incumbent  on  us  to  inquire  into  as  the  pres* 
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ent  case.  If  the  reputations  of  persons  in  office 
are  attacked,  they  must  seek  their  remedy  in  the 
same  way  as  other  citizens.  There  is  no  other 
road  for  them.  I  ha^e  heard  it  suggested,  in  or 
out  of  the  House,  that  the  author  of  A.  B.  is  a 
member  of  Congress,  and  that,  therefore,  every 
member  of  Congress,  who  knows  he  is  not  the 
author  of  it,  is  TOund  to  find  out  who  the  author 
is,  that  reprobation  may  not  rest  upon  himself. 
This  is  a  principle,  sir,  which  I  cannot  support. 
I  do  not  feel  that  I,  being  a  member  of  Congress, 
am  bound  to  exonerate  myself  from  the  charge  of 
writing  that  letter,  any  more  than  I  should  do  if 
it  were  said  a  citizen  of  New  York  had  written 
it,  I  being  a  citizen  of  New  York.  I  do  not  think 
that  it  is  justifiable  to  make  the  inquiry  for  the 
author  of  that  letter,  or  that  we  have  either  the 
power  or  the  right  to  do  it.  If  ^ntlemen  con- 
template such  an  inquiry.  I  should  object  at  least 
to  the  present  form  of  that  inquirv,  because  the 
object  is  not  expressly  stated  on  •  the  face  of  the 
proposition.  I  wish  it  to  be  put  there  that  we 
may  decide  seriousl]^  and  understandingly  the 
principle  how  far  this  House  has  the  power  to 
ferret  out  anonymous  writers.  With  these  views, 
I  shall  vote  against  the  resolution  as  being  unne- 
cessary ;  because  there  is  no  object  worthy  of  in- 
quiry connected  with  the  subject,  and  because,  if 
there  was,  we  could  never  arrive  at  any  more 
certain  conclusion  than  we  have  come  to  now. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  was  of  a  dif- 
ferent opinion  from  the  gentleman  last  up ;  and 
quoted  a  passage  from  the  letter  of  A.  B.  to  show 
that  it  contained  gross  imputations  of  being  **  in- 
fatuated with  party  zeal"  on  a  part  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House.  What,  asked  he,  is  meant  by 
this  ?  Are  we  divided  into  factions  ?  Are  we 
mere  partisans  ?  He  conceived  this  was  a  matter 
of  some  importance,  however  lightly  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  might  think  of  it.  What 
was  the  case  of  John  Anderson,  compared  to  this? 
Yet  we  spent  four  or  ^Yt  days  over  that.  Are 
we  not  all  implicated  in  this  charge  of  being  *'  in- 
fatuated with  party  zeal  ?"    Yes,  sir,  we  are. 

Mr.  Chambers.  What  is  the  question,  Mr. 
Speaker  ? 

Mr.  Rhea  said  he  believed  the  real  question 
with  that  gentleman  was  a  desire  to  adjourn,  as 
he  was  remarkable  for  motions  about  adjournment 
and  earlier  hours  of  meeting,  dbc.  However,  he 
would  proceed  with  what  he  was  saying.  It  ap- 
peared by  the  unanimous  report  of  the  committee 
of  inquiry^  that  Grales  db  Seaton  were  entirely  ex- 
culpated from  the  charge  of  suppressins;  the  pas- 
sages in  question ;  but,  sir,  said  he,  is  this  House 
exculpated  1  No,  sir ;  and  so  long  as  the  transac- 
tion shall  remain  unexplained  and  unproved,  so 
long  will  it  remain  a  matter  of  suspicion  here ;  he 
would  therefore  vote  for  the  resolution,  for  further 
investigation,  that  the  person  who  committed  the 
act  might,  if  possible,  be  found  out;  he  would 
vote  for  the  inquiry  lest  it  should  be  said  there 
was  a  disposition  in  the  House  to  screen  somebody 
or  other. 

Mr.  BRECKENRinoE,  of  Kentuckv,  said,  as  a 
member  of  the  late  committee  or  inquiry,  he 


thought  the  inquiry  which  that  commiueeiv 
instructed  to  make  a  very  proper  one.  Ofkm 
of  this  House  had  been  implicated  in  a  serio« 
charee,  and  another  individual,  notcoonected  witi 
the  House,  was  also  involved  in  it  The  inquiry 
was  peculiarly  proper  as  regarded  the  pobLi 
printers.  It  had  been  made ;  &ey  were  found  u- 
nocent,  and  the  report  had  been  laid  on  thetiUe 
The  present  proposition,  however,  Mr.  B.  said. 
was  a  materially  different  one.  it  was  not  bot 
proposed  to  inquire  whether  the  coadoct  of  la 
officer  of  this  House,  or  of  any  one  coDoecud 
with  it,  was  proper  or  improper;  bat  toasemaii 
who  is  the  author  of  an  anonymous  newspapa 
publication.  If  this  could  be  found  cot,  it  wock 
not  be  an  object  worth  the  trouble,  tboi^ 
it  miffht  be  harmless.  The  inquiry  wis  cos- 
nected,  also,  with  an  investigation  of  the  cosdod 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Mr.  B.  said  iit 
was  not  bound  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Tfosott 
by  any  ties  whatever ;  but  he  could  not  be  iodii- 
ferent  to  the  conduct  of  the  House  of  which  kis 
a  member.  You  are,  said  he,  about  to  isqaiR 
who  the  author  of  a  certain  publication  is.  Fdt 
what  ?  To  defend  the  conduct  of  the  functioiJ- 
ries  of  the  Government.  That,  sir,  is  not  m 
duty.  When  you  have  accomplished  yoor  pe> 
pose,  what  will  you  have  effected  1  loo  in!: 
nave  set  the  miserable  example  of  making  a  for- 
mal inquiry  who  it  is  that  has  happened  to  impli- 
cate the  conduct  of  a  public  officer.  This,  sir,  is 
a  privilege  of  the  people  of  this  country;  tkr 
have  a  riffht  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  tbei: 
public  officers;  the  press  is  the  natural  medics 
for  doinff  this,  and  tne  same  vehicles  are  opeo^ 
all,  for  defence  as  well  as  attack.  Mr.  B.  wis^e^ 
to  show  to  the  House  the  tendency  and  ineriai^ 
result  of  such  a  procedure  as  it  was  about  to  com- 
mence. Institute  a  committee,  said  he,  witii  tk 
fullest  powers,  and  let  them  drag  thecolpnt^ 
fore  the  House,  and  if  he  be  a  membo',  ex{n  him : 
but,  before  this  House  attempts  so  daiisgu^^' 
tempt  on  the  rights  of  the  people,  it  shonld  reflce^ 
long.  [Mr.  B.  was  here  called  to  order  bvM: 
Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  as  animadreriisi 
on  a  q|ue8tion  which  was  not  presented  by  ^ 
resolution  before  the  House,  or  had  beeniouf 
manner  proposed  for  adoption.  The  Srusn- 
however,  (Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  being  ia»- 
porarily  in  the  chair,)  decided  that  howerer  cor- 
rect Mr.  W.'s  objection  was  in  principle,  ^^ 
which  had  been  allowed  to  the  debate  aotbon:^ 
Mr.  B.  to  take  the  latitude  he  had  used  in  his  re- 
marks. Mr.  B.  proceeded.]  The  attempt,  he  sai 
which  ffentlemen  were  about  to  make  could  Ef< 
redound  to  the  credit  of  the  House.  It  ^P 
create  heat  and  contention  amongst  the  mea^ 
but  nothing  more.  It  was  not  proper,  or  beco0i|l 
the  character  of  the  House,  to  institute  an  m^ 
into  the  authorship  of  an  anonymous  attack  ui| 
public  officer,  however  false  it  night  be.  -^ 
was  such  an  example  to  be  followed  up?  -r 
we,  said  he,  to  call  printers  from  Maine  to  G«<^ 
on  every  occasion,  where  we  take  ofknct  s|  ^ 
newspaper  publication,  to  disclose  who  ^^^ 
against  public  men  ?    As  ^far  as  relates  to  \v 
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public  welfare^  the  officers  attacked  are  no  more 
to  be  shielded  than  any  other  persons  whom  we 
kid  guiltless.  The  writer  in  question  attacked 
certain  officers  of  this  House  and  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  he  wholly  failed  in  his  attack 
on  both.  Leave  him,  then,  to  the  obloquy  of  a 
coiiWcted  slanderer,  and  do  not  place  the  House 
in  the  wrong,  by  an  imprudent  and  unnecessary 
inquiry  about  him.  Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to 
vindicate  the  course  the  committee  had  pursued, 
in  not  attempting  to  go  further  than  they  had 
gone.  They  connned  themselves  to  the  particular 
object  of  their  institution,  and,  having  accom- 
I^ished  it,  there  they  stopped.  It  was  not  proper, 
nor  woald  it  have  been  expedient,  to  go  beyond 
that  And,  said  Mr.  B.,  if  you  now  do  resolve  to 
push  the  inquiry  further,  into  an  examination  of 
the  authorship  of  the  offensive  publication,  you 
mVi  set  a  wretched  example,  which,  if  followed, 
will  lead  to  deplorable  results.  In  what  situation 
will  you  place  yourselves,  if  you  undertake  to  de- 
mand the  authors  of  such  publications  ?  Will  you 
imprison  them  if  they  refuse  to  answer?  No,  sir, 
said  Mr.  B. — the  best  corrective  of  the  abuses  of 
the  press — and  every  day  exemplified  the  truth  of 
the  remark — ^was  to  give  it  perlect  freedom.  That 
character,  he  said,  cannot  be  worth  much,  which 
can  be  put  down  by  the  slanders  of  the  press.  If 
the  House  could,  by  this  inquiry,  discover  who 
suppressed  the  passages  in  the  documents,  it  would 
be  well.  But  that  he  believed  improbable,  and 
was,  therefore,  opposed  to  the  resolution.  He 
thought  it  wrong,  also,  to  connect  with  the  in- 
quiry, if  it  was  to  be  prosecuted,  the  inquiry  in 
regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasary,  which  had  been  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman trom  Illinois. 

After  a  few  further  remarks  by  Mr.  Rhea, 
which  could  not  be  well  heard  by  the  reporter — 

The  question  was  put  on  agreeing  to  the  reso- 
lotion  in  the  shape  in  which  it  appears  in  the 
commencement  of  this  day's  proceedings ;  and,  a 
count  being  demanded,  there  were — For  the  reso- 
iotJon,  107 ;  against  it,  23. 

So  the  resolution  ,was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the 
resolution,  consists  of  Mr.  Caaipbell.  of  Ohio ; 
Mr.  Cannon,  of  Tennessee;  Mr.  Nelson,  of 
Maryland;  'b&i,  Stewart,  of  Pennsylvania ;  Mr. 
Jones,  of  Virginia ;  Mr.  Morgan,  of  New  York; 
aod  Ux,  Hill,  of  Maine. 


Frioay,  February  7. 

Mr.  Wood,  from  the  Committee  on  Expendi- 
tures in  the  Department  of  State,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  that  depart- 
ment, of  the  3d  of  December  last,  accompanied  by 
one  addresMed  to  him  by  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Patent  Office,  made  a  report  thereon,  which  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Rhea^  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Sophia  B.  Ford,  Nathan  Ford,  and  Jacob 
Arnold,  junior,  administrators  of  the  estate  of 
^Kahlon  Ford,  deceased ;  which  was  read  twice. 


and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whde,  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  concerning  invalid 
pensioners. 

Mr.  McLane,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  employ- 
ment of  additional  clerks,  and  of  certain  messen- 
gers and  assistapts,  in  tne  several  departments; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Stevens 
and  others,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  Byers." 

The  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary 
Claims  were  discharged  from  the  further  consm- 
eration  of  the  petition  of  Sarah  Gorbam,  and  it 
was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  which  is  committed  the  bill  concerning  invalid 
pensioners. 

Mr.  Ross,  from  the  Committee  of  Revisal  and 
Unfinished  Business,  reported  a  bill  to  revive  and 
extend  the  time  allowed  for  the  redemption  of 
lands  sold  for  direct  taxes,  in  certain  cases;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Walworth,  from  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itarv  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition 
of  tne  Rector  and  Trustees  of  the  Catholic  Apos- 
tolic and  Roman  Church  of  Saint  Anne,  of  Ue- 
troit,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Corporation  or  the  Church 
of  Saint  Anne,  and  to  authorize  the  extension  of 
Lamed  street ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  McCoy,  from  the  Select  Committee,  ap- 
pointed on  the  25th  of  January,  on  the  subject, 
reported  a  bill  vesting  in  the  State  of  Virginia 
the  right  of  the  United  States  to  all  fines  assessed 
for  the  non-performance  of  militia  duty,  during  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain,  within  said  State ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Fuller  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on 
Monday  next,  a  A  to  take  up  the  bill  to  fix  the 
Naval  Peace  Establishment. 

Mr.  McLane  gave  notice  that  he  would  call  up 
the  General  Appropriation  bill  on  the  same  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wood,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  a  further  appropriation  for 
the  construction  oT  the  lighthouse  at  Oldfield 
Point,  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing,  hereafter,  a  person 
other  than  the  President,  to  sign  all  patents  for 
land. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fuller,  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Afiairs  were  instructed  to  inqiiire  into  the 
expediency  of  reviving,  for  a  limited  time,  the  acts 
allowing  pensions  to  the  widows  and  orphan 
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children  of  the  officers,  seamen,  aod  mames^  in 
the  public  and  private  armed  ships  of  the  United 
States,  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Colombia  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  laws 
re^ulatin^  the  inspection  of  flour  in  the  citjr  of 
Aiezandna,  within  the  said  District. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  was  excused  from 
serring  on  the  committee  appointed  on  the  peti- 
tion of  the  administrators  of  John  H.  Piatt,  de- 
ceased, and  Mr.  Vance  was  appointed  of  the  said 
committee,  in  his  place. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  on  the  petition  of 
Sarah  Easton  and  Dorothy  Storer^  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  thereof, 
and  the  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit: 

1.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Buel ; 

2.  An  act  to  divide  the  State  of  South  Carolina 
into  two  judicial  districts ; 

3.  An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act,  passed 
the  18th  of  April,  1806,  as  limits  the  price  of  cer- 
tain lands  in  tne  State  of  Tennessee ; 

4.  An  act  to  establish  an  additional  land  office 
in  the  State  of  Missouri ; 

5.  An  act  providing  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  Wash- 
ington county,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
for  the  preservation  of  the  records  of  said  court ; 
were  severally  read  twice,  and  referred  j  the  1st 
and  2d,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary ;  the 
dd  and  4th,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands; 
and  the  5th,  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate^  entitled  ''  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Samuel  F.  Hooker,"  was  read  the 
third  time  as  amended ;  and,  being  on'  its  passa^ 
it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  laid  on  the  table. 

An  enffrossed  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the 
relief  of  James  Hyde,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to,  ai»d  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  regukto  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonfnage," 
passed  2d  March,  1799,  and  to  repeal  an  act  sup- 
pleroentarv  thereto,  passed  the  20th  April,  1816, 
and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  title  of  the  bill, 
Mr.  McLame  naoved  to  strike  therefrom  the  words 
"and  to  repeal  an  act  supplementary  thereto, 
passed  20th  April,  1818 ;"  wnich  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  was  then  sent  to  the  Senate  for  con- 
currence. 

DIGEST  OF  MANUFACTURES. 

The  engrossed  resolution  providing  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  digest  of  manufactures,  &c.,  pre- 
pared under  the  direction  of  the  Secietary  of 


State,  in  obedience  to  a  resolotion  of  Congm, 
being  now  before  the  House  on  its  passage- 
Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  ameod  '^ 
resolution  (which,  in  this  stage  of  its  progrcs, 
can  only  be  done  by  unanimous  coDsent)  by  vl- 
sertiiiff  at  the  end  ot  die  resolution  tbe  folio viuf 
"  And  that  the  residue  thereof  be  deposited  io  m 
Libraryof  Congress." 
Mr.  Wright  objected,  and  denouoeed  thecmn- 

? dilation  itsrif  as  deceptive,  from  its  imperfertkn 
n  the  returns  of  the  State  of  which  he  wist 
Representative,  he  said  that  the  three  eoonties  ef 
Talbot,  Caroline,  and  doeen  Ann,theverToan- 
ties  which  he  represented,  were  wholly  omitted. 

Hereupon  arose  a  debate,  or  rather  a  successk 
of  suggestions,  which  occupied  more  than  half  it 
hour. 

Mr.  Campbell  said,  if  there  were  errors,  c^kt 
were  in  the  returns,  and  not  imputaUe,  as  be  un- 
derstood Mr.  Wbigbt  as  suggesting,  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  under  whose  direction  the  die^ 
had  neen  made. 

Mr.  Fuller  said  that  tbe  returns  might  Isrt 
been  imperfect,  among  other  cireomslaDcei.  ^ 
the  refusal  of  persons  en^ged  in  manafaftinf 
to  answer  the  queries,  owing  to  their  reloetu^ 
to  disclosing  their  profits,  &c. 

Mr.  Wrtoht  disclaimed  any  intentioD  to  im- 
pute the  errors  or  omissions  of  the  digest  aftiie^e 
returns  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Wood  said  there  were  doubtless  inaccura- 
cies as  to  many  districts  in  the  United  SutK 
but,  if  so,  they  were  the  fault  of  the  manhal^ 
which  9ould  not  now  be  remedied,  and  the  v- 
turns  must  be  taken  as  thqr  are,  affording,  tho<|^. 
not  perfect,  a  good  deal  of  useful  informatioii 

Mr.  Taylor  said  that  nothing  would  be  sa^^ 
by  refusing  to  distribute  these  digests.  Y\S^ 
hundred  copies  had  been  printed,  aod  were  o:v 
in  possession  of  the  Government.  If  the  ^^  i> 
so  radically  wrong  that  the  copies  had  hetter  be 
destroyed,  said  Mr.  T.,  let  us  at  once  make  a  bon- 
fire or  them.  If,  however,  they  contain  aor  k 
formation,  it  is  valuable,  and  provision  oop'  ^' 
be  made  for  the  distribution  of  it.  GeDtimn 
should  recollect  that  no  account  was  takeo  v^: 
manufactures,  strictly  domestic,  at  the  last  ra 
sus.  In  the  census  of  1810  an  aceountoftliflD 
was  taken,  but  not  in  such  a  manner  as  to  afore 
any  useful  information.  In  those  cotioties  ^ 
Maryland,  which  had  been  named,  probahtr'u'i^ 
are  no  manufacturinjg  esteUishments,  and  theCic' 
is  equally  apparent  from  omitting  the  counties- >- 
if  it  were  stated  in  so  many  words,  "inihj 
counties  there  are  no  manufacturing  estaUis- 
ments."  There  might  be  some  manuftctnns: 
establishments  omitted  in  the  enumeratioo:  )i''j 
it  has  been  the  fkult  of  the  marshal  or  bis  a«<p< 
ants,  dtc. 

Mr.  Baylies  said  the  best  course  to  por^^ 
regard  to  these  volumes,  would  be  that  hiDtni| 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York— to  takfj" 
these  books,  put  them  in  a  pile  together,  v^hw^ 
a  bonfire  of  them.  I  represent,  said  ^e.  P^Pl 
the  most  manufacturing  district  in  theSa^^ 
Massachusetts,  and  there  is  not  in  this  dif^  "^ 
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least  notice  of  ic.  So  far  from  tbrowing  a  ny  light 
opoD  the  extent  of  oor  manufactures,  it  was  only 
calculated  to  lead  us  into  error. 

Mr.  CocKB  said  if  the  proposition  were  to  col- 
lect tiMse  books,  and  deposite  them  in  the  Library* 
or  elsevhere,  he  should  not  be  opposed  to  it.  But, 
if  (bev  were  distributed  by  order  of  Confl^ess,  they 
would  carry  with  them  the  authority  otthe  sanc- 
tion of  Con^ss.  Any  member  wno  would  ex- 
amise  the  digest  woula  find  that  it  was  not  cor- 
rect as  to  the  district  which  he  himself  represents. 
To  publish  this  book,  then,  would  be  to  gi^e  a 
ialse  coloring  to  the  people  of  the  United  States 
and  to  the  whol«  world  in  r^ard  to  our  manu- 
factures. The  district  which  I  represent,  said  he, 
U  not  Dianufacturing,  but  W€  have  some  manu- 
facturing establishments,  and  they  are  not  con- 
tained in  the  digest. 

Mr.  Walwobth  said,  since  the  copies  of  the 
digest  had  been  printed,  he  thought  they  had  bet- 
ter be  distributed.  There  was  some  matter  in  the 
digest  that  might  be  of  value.  It  had  been  said 
ibat  the  errofs  or  omissions  might  be  the  fault  of 
ibe  Qoarshals)  in  part.  In  the  county  in  which  I 
reude,  said  Mr.  W.,  the  principal  manufactory  at 
which  are  annually  made  a  great  quantity  of  sneet 
iron,  and  one  or  two  hundred  tons  of  nails  is  not 
noticed  in  the  digest,  though  it  is  within  my  per- 
sonal knowledge  that  a  particular  detailed  state- 
ment was  taken  by  the  marshal  of  that  manufac- 
tory. So  far  as  regards  that  manufactory,  there- 
fore, the  marshal  was  not  in  fault. 

Mr.  PiEBSON  stated,  that,  in  many  cases  of 
error  or  omission,  he  was  satisfied  the  fault  did 
not  rest  either  with  the  marshals  or  their  assist- 
ants. Priated  queries,  with  blanks  for  the  an- 
iwers,  were  left  by  the  marshals  and  their  assist- 
ants with  the  manufacturers,  who,  in  many  cases, 
refused  to  fill  them  up,  saying  they  knew  not  what 
business  the  Government  bad  to  pry  into  their 
^irs,  dtc.  The  fault,  if  any,  in  this  business, 
^^  probably  in  the  law.  Mr.  r.  added,  howcTcr, 
that  be  had  examined  the  census  of  the  manufac- 
tures of  severaJ  counties  he  was  acquainted  with, 
^<ii  so  far  aa  he  had  examined  them,  he  had 
found  tbw  very  accurate. 

Mr.  Camfjssll,  of  Ohio,  said,  that  he  did  not 
appose  the  census  was  perfect,  being  the  work  of 
so  miQjr  hands.  But  did  gentlemen  imdertake  to 
^y  that  it  contained  no  information  ?  If  there 
is  aoy  information  in  it,  said  he,  let  us  send  it  out. 
He  said  he  had  spent  one  evening  at  least  in  ex- 
aoaiaing  the  Dieest,  as  far  as  regarded  his  own 
State,  and  he  had  found  it  essentially  correct. 
There  was  a  difference  of  opinion  among  those 
penoQs  who  took  the  census,  on .  the  extent  to 
vbich  theceiastts  of  manufactures  was  to  be  taken, 
|oiae  thinking  that  accounts  were  to  be  taken  of 
large  manufactories  only,  whilst  others  included 
the  shoemakers^  hatters,  d^c.  Thus  the  returns 
were  more  comprehensive  from  some  districts  than 
frotn  others.  Having  gone  to  the  expense  of  col- 
^iing  this  information,  Mr.  C.  said,  the  House 
^ght  hot  to  suppress  it. 

Mr.  PoLLBR  said  with  regard  to  the  nature  and 
causes  of  the  alleged  imperfection  in  the  census. 


he  concurred  entirely  with  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio.  The  marshals  and  thdr  assistants  had 
good  reason  to  complain  that  the  compensation 
allowed  for  the  duty  imposed  upon  tnem  was 
very  inadequate;  ana  the  cause  mentioned  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Pibrson)  was 
another  reason  why  the  returns  were  occasionally 
defective.  So  far  as  the  Digest  went,  he  believed 
it  was  a  very  good  one,  and  such  as  to  give  a 
general  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  manufactures  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  the  reference  of  the  reso- 
lution to  a  select  committee,  with  a  view  to  in- 
corporating in  it  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
Campbell. 

Mr.  Wrioht  made  some  further  observations 
on  the  subject.  If  this  Disest  were  to  go  to  the 
world,  with  the  omission  oi  the  counties  compo- 
sing his  district,  he  said,  as  the  term  "  national 
industry"  had  attained  a  technical  meaning,  ex- 
clusively confined  to  the  labor  in  workshops,  it 
mijght  be  said  that  a  gentleman  from  Maryland 
(himself)  represented  a  set  of  lazy  folks,  when, 
in  fact,  they  had  as  much  industry  as  the  manu- 
facturers. It  was  sending  forth  a  statement  of 
manufactures  notoriously  erroneous,  and  mislead- 
ing the  people,  as  the  withholding  of  any  part  of 
the  manufactures  is  keeping  back  a  part  of  the 
truth,  dbc. 

Mr.  Pattebson,  of  New  York,  said,  that  the 
Digest  varied  from  the  original  retnrns  by  the 
manufacturers^  as  was  within  his  personal  knowl- 
edge, in  some  mstances. 

Mr.  CooKE  said  he  did  not  know  how  far  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  proposed  that  the 
select  committee  should  investigate  this  subject. 
If  it  was  proposed  that  they  should  report  their 
opinions  as  to  the  correctness  of  this  book,  Mr. 
C.  perfectly  agreed  with  him,  that  there  should 
be  an  investigation,  and  a  report  that  the  book 
was  replete  with  falsehood,  from  beginning  to 
end.  If  such  investigation  was  his  object,  Mr. 
C.  suggested  that  the  Committee  of  Manufac- 
tures, who  must  so  thoroughly  understand  the 
subject,  would  be  the  proper  committee  to  refer 
it  to. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  of  South  Carolina,  expressed 
his  objections  to  the  distributing  these  copies,  as 
proposed,  with  the  omissions  and  inaccuracies 
which  had  been  described.  Can  we,  said  he,  with 
any  propriety,  send  this  book  forth  to  the  world 
with  idl  its  imperfections  on  its  head  ? 

He  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to,  without  debate. 

NEW  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  again,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  more  efiectual 
protection  of  domestic  manufactures — Mr.  Tom- 
LiNSON  in  the  Chair — the  pending  motion  being 
to  strike  from  the  bill  its  enacting  clause. 

Mr.  EuBTis  delivered  his  sentiments  against 
striking  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill,  because 
he  was  favoraUe  to  most  of  the  items  of  the  bill, 
though  opposed  to  others. 
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[  The  following  ii  the  substance  only  of  the  remarks 
made  bj  Mr.  Evbtis,  of  MassachusetU.  The  die- 
tanee  of  the  reporter  rendered  it  impossible  to  hear 
distinctly,  or  report  with  accuracy  all  that  was  said. 
Sditora  Nat.  Int.} 

Mr.  Chairman :  To  the  motion  to  strike  out 
the  enacting  claase  of  the  bill,  which  implies  its 
rejection,  I  am  opposed,  as  the  general  object  pro- 
posed in  it  appears  to  me  to  be  founded  in  good 
policy,  and  to  embrace  the  permanent  interests  of 
the  nation.  When  the  details  come  under  consid- 
eration, it  will  be  competent  for  the  committee  to 
determine  the  expediency  of  adopting  or  rejecting 
any  of  its  pacific  provisions.  The  question  now 
under, consideration  is,  whether  any  aid  or  encour- 
agement shall  be  given  to  the  manufacture  of  cer- 
tain articles,  the  raw  materials  of  which  are  the 
produce  of  our  own  country ;  and  whether  the 
growth  and  increase  of  those  articles  shall  receive 
a  protecting  aid  from  Government.  And  here  I 
desire  to  be  understood  distinctly,  that  protecting, 
and  not  prohibitory  duties,  will  oe  the  objects  and 
limits  by  which  I  shall  be  bound.  To  encouraee 
the  growth  and  production  of  the  raw  materials 
which  are  of  primary  necessity,  and  to  foster  the 
manufacture  of  them  in  our  own  country,  is  at  all 
times  dictated  by  sound  policy.  No  nation  can 
be  said  to  be  independent  which  relies  on  other  ; 
and  distant  nations  for  supplies  necessary  to  their  ' 
comfortable  subsistence,  which  are  liable  to  be  cut 
off  bv  war  or  other  accidents.  Let  us  inquire 
whetner  this  is  our  case. 

That  we  enjoy  a  high  degree  of  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberty  is  clear.  Have  we  within  ourselves 
the  means  of  defending  these  righu,  when  they  are 
invaded  by  a  foreign  nation?  Let  us  appeal  to 
facts  and  experience  for  an  answer,  first  determin- 
ing what  are  the  necessary  means.  Soldiers,  sea- 
man, provisions,  tents  and  clothing  to  cover  them, 
arms,  ammunition,  ships,  batteries  and  fortifica- 
tions. Soldiers  and  seamen  you  have ;  provisions 
you  have  also  in  abundance.  At  ^reat  expense, 
you  have  provided  arms,  ammunition,  ships,  and 
fortifications.  The  covering  and  clothing  you 
have  not.  Is  this  true  ?  To  those  whose  memo- 
ries extend  to  the  war  of  our  Revolution,  the  hard- 
ships and  the  loss  of  the  thousands  of  lives  sus- 
tained in  that  conflict,  from  a  deficiency  in  the 
article  of  clothing,  are  well  known.  In  the  la.^t 
war,  the  same  losses  and  the  same  sacrifices  were 
incurred.  And,  if  you  will  trust  to  the  reports  of 
your  commissariat,  you  will  find  that  the  opera- 
tions of  your  arm^  would  have  been  paralyzed, 
had  not  the  fortuitous  arrival  of  foreign  vessels 
brought  you  supplies.  And,  in  case  of  declaring 
war  again,  if  the  same  cause  will  produce  the  same 
effect,  you  will  be  subject  to  the  same  embarrass- 
ment. Is  not  this  a  time,  when  the  world  is  at 
peace,  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  such  a  calamity, 
by  commencing  a  system  which  shall  give  en- 
couragement to  the  manufacture  of  coarse  woollens, 
canvass,  and  other  articles,  by  making  a  small  ad- 
dition to  the  existing  duties  imposed  on  their  im- 
portation from  foreign  countries  1  "Wood,  hemp, 
and  iron,"  haTe  been  justly  designated,  by  one  of 
the  greatest  men  in  this  country,  the  elements  of 


ship-building.  Wood  is  the  natural  prodoctoi 
our  soil.  For  iron  and  manufactured  hemp,  «f 
are  obliged  to  cross  the  Atlantic,  and  transpcR; 
them  from  England,  Sweden,  and  Russia,  laJik 
to  be  cut  off  by  every  Power  commiDdiog  tb^ 
ocean,  and  especially  m  time  of  war,  wbeo  tbcr 
are  indispensably  necessary  to  our  navy.  Tht 
navy,  then,  as  well  as  the  army,  requires  that  wp 
should  look  to  and  cultivate  our  own  resoorcs. 

It  is  objected  to  the  bill,  that  it  will  iojoR  iIk 
agriculturists,  by  forcing  them  to  become  maBc- 
facturers,  diminishing  thereby  their  numbers.  Ok 
of  the  effects  of  our  free  Government  is,  thatitlare 
every  citizen  to  choose  his  occupation,  and  to  par- 
sue  It  unmolested.  No  clause  or  provision  of  t^ 
bill  touches  or  interferes  with  that  right  Iti« 
well  known,  that,  in  the  towns  and  villages  in  th' 
middle  and  eastern  States,  there  are  nambmof 
men  who,  from  constitutional  or  other  oases. 
prefer  the  labor  of  factories  to  those  of  tbefidf) 
The  actual  state  of  the  country  proves  it  That 
are  also  thousands  of  women  and  chiidres  m- 
ployed  in  thene  factories,  a  part  of  whom  wook 
otherwise  be  consumers,  and  not  producen  or  la- 
borers, and  all  of  whom  gain  a  comfortable  lirei:- 
hood.  It  is  also  to  be  observed^  that  the  dmiti 
for  the  produce  of  the  farmer  is  increased.  Iq  tbe 
vicinity  of  every  factory,  the  value  of  Uod  is  ec 
hanced.  while  the  land  is  better  cultivated. 

Another  good  effect,  and  a  very  importast  one. 
arises  from  the  extension  of  woollen  factones 
They  increase  the  demand  for  wool.  And  it  > 
well  known  that  we  are  deficient  in  this  grn: 
staple.  This  increased  demand  induces  ^ 
farmer,  when  protected  from  foreign  competitic: 
to  enlarge  his  flocks,  for  which  he  must  also  it 
crease  his  number  of  hands.  Thus  agricultorr 
and  manufactures  act  and  react  upon  eacb  oi^ 
promoting  their  mutual  benefit  and  the  solid  to- 
terests  of  their  country. 

It  is  further  objected,  that  the  proposed  doties 
will  bring  ruin  on  the  commerce  of  the  coontir 
This  appears  to  be  equally  groundless  with  ^ 
other  objections.  The  products  of  the  fiKtorie 
proposed  to  be  protected  will^  in  time,  become  in- 
creased to  a  degree  which  will  require  tiansporti- 
tion  coastwise  and  to  foreign  countries,  girii¥ 
thereby  a  new  source  of  employ  to  oar  ships.  L 
it  should  have  an  indirect  effect  (which  isdoo^ 
ful)  to  check  in  a  small  degree  the  excessircio- 
portation  of  foreign  goods,  would  that  be<w- 
sidered  a  calamity  to  the  country?  The  ci«iik 
given  to  our  merchants  by  foreign  nations  bate 
been  represented  to  be  all  important.  Admittu; 
that  they  have  been  beneficial,  it  may  not  be  uu^ 
to  glance  at  the  consequences  of  the  excessire  un- 
portations  which  those  credits  have  enabled  iIkb 
to  make.  Look  at  the  state  of  the  comiD«r^ 
parts  of  the  nation  for  the  last  four  years.  ^ 
the  ruin  and  distress  in  which  the  merchants  \a^ 
been  involved :  count  the  nomber  of  deserted  s\^ 
and  dwelling  houses — ^the  farms,  and  other^ 
erty,  made  over  or  pledged  to  redeem  these  crr»^' 
examine  your  prisons,  filled  with  bankra])f^P^ 
titioninff  this  and  the  State  govemmenu  ^^.^'^^ 
solvent  laws;  look  at  their  distrened  ftv^^^' 
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ity,  and  pcatter  the  advantages  of  your  system  as 
widely  as  possible.  This  is  the  only  coarse  of 
policy  which  will  perpetuate  harmony  among  all 
the  States.  It  was  by  a  combination  of  this  na- 
mre,  between  the  cotton  growers  of  the  South  and 
the  manufacturers  of  the  North,  that  the  intro- 
daction  of  coarse  cottons  into  the  country  from 
abroad  has  been  in  effect  prohibited,  by  the  high 
rate  of  duties.  Is  it  not,  then,  ungenerous  tor 
the  South  and  the  East  to  sound  the  tocsin  of 
alarm  and  of  resistance,  when  we  wish  to  benefit 
the  agriculture  and  manufactures  of  the  Middle 
and  Western  States  indirectly,  by  the  imposition 
of  necessary  duties?  We  do  not  ask  the  same 
encouragement  for  the  growth  and  manufacture 
of  any  article,  that  has  been  afforded  to  that  of 
cotton.  For  one,  I  desire  at  present  no  prohibi- 
tory duty  on  any  other  article.  All  that  we  ask 
of  yoa  is,  that,  as  you  must  raise  rerenue,  you 
»hoald  do  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  some 
indirect  encouragement  to  the  agriculture  and 
manufactures  of  the  middle  portion  of  the  Union. 
GiTe  as  a  small  share  of  the  same  advanta^ 
which  we  have  freely  concurred  in  bestowing 
upon  you. 

This  bill  will  make  no  change  in  the  well  set- 
tied  policy  of  the  country.  It  pursues  the  system 
under  which  this  Union  has  flourished.  The  prac- 
tice of  the  Government,  for  more  than  thirty  years,  | 
iuts  been  gradually  to  encourage  those  domestic 
manirfactures  most  important  to  the  country.  We 
liave  moved  along  in  this  course,  not  rashly,  but 
cautiously.  The  end  has  been  the  collection  of 
rerenue ,*  in  its  attainment  we  have  adopted  a 
sjstem  of  duties  calculated  to  afford  protection  to 
our  own  manufactures,  not  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
hibiting the  importation  of  foreign  fabrics,  but  to 
bring  our  own  into  fair  competition  with  them. 
Thb  policy,  which  accommodates  itself  to  our 
circumstances,  is  infinitely  better  than  either  the 
<^ms  of  political  economists,  who,  on  the  one 
^nd.  would  cast  off  every  restriction,  and  open 
your  ports  to  all  the  world,  or  the  systems  of  those 
^iio,  on  the  other,  are  so  devotedly  the  friends  of 
domestic  manufactures,  that  they  would  sacrifice 
the  commercial,  and  injure  the  agricultural  inter- 
ests of  the  country  for  their  promotion.  Experi- 
ence is  the  best  school  of  politics.  The  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Gorham)  has  stated  that, 
for  the  last  twenty  years,  all  the  distinguished 
liters  on  political  economy  have  denounced  the 
^trictiTe  system,  and  have  advocated  what  has 
Men  called  the  "  let  us  alone"  policy.  In  answer 
to  their  theory,  I  will  produce  an  experiment. 
The  Emperor  Alexander  became  a  convert  to 
tiiese  notions.  In  1820  he  adopted  a  new  tariff, 
reducing  the  duties  generally,  and  repealing  most 
of  the  prohibitions.  The  ports  of  that  vast  empire 
vere  thrown  onen  to  aU  the  merchants  of  the 
vorld.  The  ^<Hden  age  of  modem  political  econ- 
omists had  arrived ;  they  had  made  a  convert,  who 
^ad  the  power  and  the  inclination  to  bring  their 
^stem  into  practical  effect.  What  were  the  con- 
^uences?    Two  short  years  were  sufficient  for 

n!  ^^P®'^"*®*^^'  ^^  ^^o  short  years  Russia  was 
^ue»i  from  a  state  of  unexampled  prosperity,  to 
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which  she  had  attained  by  pursuing  a  contrary 
policy,  to  a  state  of  unexampled  depression.  The 
edict  was  repealed ;  a  new  tariff  was  adopted ;  and 
it  was  declared  by  that  Government  that,  under 
the  operation  of  tne  tariff  of  1^20,  "  agriculture 
'  without  a  market,  industry  without  protection, 
'  languish  and  decline.  Specie  is  exported,  ana 
'  the  most  solid  commercial  houses  are  shaken." 
I  would  recommend  to  gentlemen  a  perusal  of  the 
whole  of  this  admirable  State  paper,  from  which 
I  have  quoted  but  a  few  lines. 

The  gentlemen  have  contended  that,  should  this 
bill  be  adopted,  the  ag[ricultural  interest  of  the 
country  wiH  be  greatly  injured.  If  this  were  the 
case,  it  would  be  a  conclusive  objection  to  its  pas- 
sage. The  farmers  are  the  most  useful,  as  tney 
are  the  most  numerous  class  of  society.  No  mea- 
sure ought  ever  to  be  adopted  by  the  Government 
which  would  bear  hardly  upon  them.  They  are 
the  body  of  men  among  whom  you  may  expect  to 
find,  in  an  eminent  degree,  that  virtue  without 
which  your  republican  institutions  could  not  con- 
tinue to  exist.  Agriculture  is  the  most  noble  em- 
ployment of  man.  It  communicates  vigor  to  the 
body,  and  independence  to  the  mind.  Mv  con- 
stituents are  principally  farmers,  and  I  should  feel 
it  both  my  dutv  and  my  inclination  to  resist  any 
measure  which  would  be  pernicious  to  their  in- 
terest. 

The  agriculturists  are  ^e  great  body  of  con- 
sumers. It  is  from  them  that  the  revenue  must 
principally  be  derived,  no  matter  what  may  be  the 
mode  by  which  it  is  collected.  They  must  equally 
pay  it,  whether  in  the  shajie  of  an  excise,  a  land 
tax,  or  an  impost  upon  the  importation  of  foreign 
articles.  I  will  never  consent  to  adopt  a  general 
restrictive  system,  because  that  class  of  the  com- 
munity would  then  be  left  at  the  mercy  of  the 
manutacturers.  The  interest  of  the  many  would 
thus  be  sacrificed  to  promote  the  wealth  of  the  few. 
The  farmer,  then,  in  addition  to  the  premium 
which  he  would  thus  be  compelled  to  pay  the 
manufacturer,  would  have  also  to  sustain  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Government.  If  this  bill  proposed  a 
system  which  would  lead  to  such  abuses,  it  should 
not  receive  my  support. 

I  consider  this  bill  as  a  revenue  measure.  Money 
must  be  collected — the  public  debt  must  be  paid — 
and  a  large  proportion  of  the  money  to  pay  it  must 
come  from  the  farmer.  I  have  shown  that  the 
imposition  of  additional  duties  is  the  best  and 
cheapest  mode  of  collecting  taxes.  If,  then,  at  the 
same  time  that  the  farmer  is  pajring  an  additional 
dut)r  to  the  Government  in  the  increased  price  of 
the  imported  foreign  articles  which  he  consumes, 
the  domestic  manufacturer  can,  by  that  means,  be 
enabled  to  enter  into  competition  with  the  foreign 
manufacturer,  in  the  home  market,  in  what  man- 
ner is  the  farmer  injured?  He  is  not  only  not 
injured,  but  he  will  be  benefited.  If,  for  example, 
the  a^^riculturist,  by  paying  a  small  additional 
duty  tor  one  or  two  years,  can  be  certain  then  of 
purchasing  domestic  articles  equally  cheap  with 
foreign ;  and  if  he  can  thus  procure  a  home  mar- 
ket for  the  products  of  his  own  industry,  he  is 
greatly  the  gainer  by  the  measure.     The  loss^  if 
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any,  which  he  would  sustain  at  first,  is  amply 
compensated  hy  the  benefit  at  last.  This  was  the 
case  with  respect  to  the  duty  imposed  upon  coarse 
cotton  goods.  Although'  the  growers  of  cotton, 
and  other  consumers,  may,  in  the  beginning,  have 
bad  to  pay  more  for  articles  of  this  description 
than  formerly,  yet  the  price  is  at  present  reduced 
lower  than  it  ever  was.  The  foods  are  so  much 
better  and  cheaper  than  the  foreign  fabric,  that 
they  are  now  exported.  The  planters  of  the  South 
have  thus  obtained  a  certain  market  in  the  North 
for  their  cotton ;  not  one  liable  to  the  fluctuations 
and  the  changes  incident  to  the  policy  of  foreign 
governments.  The  trade  and  the  mutual  depend- 
ence to  which  this  measure  has  given  birth,  serve 
to  tighten  the  bonds  of  union  between  these  two 
portions  of  our  country,  and  is,  therefore,  a  politi- 
cal measure  of  great  consequence.  The  planters 
of  the  South  have  thus  become  necessary  to  the 
manufacturers  of  the  North.  And  thus,  if  a  wise 
and  prudent  svstem  of  policy  shall  be  pursued,  all 
the  States  will  be  indissolubly  bound  together  by 
their  interest,  as  well  as  their  inclination.  Nature 
has  declared  that  our  mutual  wants,  and  our  mu- 
tual means  of  gratifying  them,  shall  bind  this  Re- 
public together.  Nothing  but  the  mistaken  policy 
of  man  can  ever  tear  it  asunder. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Gor- 
bam)  has  arffued  as  though  the  direct  effect  of 
this  bill  would  be  to  destroy  commerce,  and  to 
prostrate  the  Navy.  If  this  were  true,  it  would 
oe  a  roost  powerful  argument  against  it.  The 
merchants  are  a  respectable  and  useful  class  of 
men,  and  are  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. Without  commerce,  your  Navy  can- 
not exist.  It  is  the  only  school  in  which  sailors 
can  be  instructed.  The  first  lesson  in  politics 
which  I  ever  learned  was  to  admire  the  Navy. 
That  which  in  the  beginning  was  perhaps  honest 
prejudice,  has  now  Income  rational  conviction. 
The  Navy  is  our  best  defence  from  external  ene- 
mies ;  it  IS  our  best  security  for  perpetual  union. 
The  sailors  of  the  Northern  and  Middle  States  are 
necessary  to  the  prosperity  of  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  vast  Valley  of  the  Mississippi.  The  outlet  of 
that  river  can  only  be  preserved  free  and  open  by 
a  naval  force.  I  woiud  not,  therefore,  sacrifice 
the  interests  of  commerce  to  promote  manufac- 
tures. This  bill  will  produce  no  such  effect.  lu 
operation  in  favor  of  manufactures  will  be  grad- 
ual— almost  imperceptible.  The  additional  con- 
sumption from  the  rapid  increase  of  our  popula- 
tion will  be  equal,  or  nearly  equal,  to  the  increase 
of  manufactured  articles.  If  at  last  any  of  the 
branches  shall  become  so  perfect  in  its  kind  as  to 
exclude  foreign  articles  of  the  same  description, 
this  will  be  the  work  of  many  years.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  commercial  capital  employed  in  that 
particular  trade  will  find  new  channels.  Speak- 
inff^  of  this  subject,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  nis  annual  report,  says: 

« It  is  however  presumed  that  the  reveane  will  con- 
tione  to  be  eugmentcd  by  the  propoeed  alterattons  in 
the  tariff  until  the  public  debt  ehsU  have  been  re- 
deemed ;  after  which,  the  public  expenditure  in  time 
of  peace  will  be  diminished  to  the  extent  of  the  Sink- 


ing Fund,  which  is  at  prcaeDt  ten  milliene  of  daW 
But,  if,  contraiy  to  the  present  anticipataoD*,  the  p» 
poeed  augmentatbn  of  duties  shoald,  before  the  piikK 
debt  be  redeemed,  produce  a  dimination  of  the  me 
nue  arising  from  the  importation  of  those  aiticki,  i 
corresponding,  if  not  a  greater  augmentation,  nuj  U 
confidently  expected  upon  other  articles  imported  iots 
the  United  States.  This  suppoeition  rests  apos  tk 
two-fold  conviction  that  foreign  articles  neirlr  qni 
to  the  value  of  the  domestic  exports  will  be  impwW 
and  consnmed  ;  and  that  the  sabttitation  of  putioijir 
classes  of  domestic  articles  for  thoee  of  foreign  oatiiai 
not  only  does  not  necessarily  diminisli  the  tiIgc  ft 
domestic  exports,  bat  asually  tends  to  inem«  tk 
value." 

There  is  one  circumstance  which  will  alwaj: 
serve  to  secure  the  merchants  of  the  couatn 
against  the  manufacturers,  and  that  is  the  oeces- 
sity,  in  time  of  peace,  of  collecting  our  rerna: 
from  imposts.  Should  such  a  general  prohibiton 
system  l^  adopted  in  favor  of  domestic  maoudc- 
tures,  as  to  mdce  a  resort  to  direct  taxes  nece&san 
for  the  support  of  Government  in  time  of  peaet 
the  reaction  will  be  dreadful.  The  people  wcxoa 
at  once  rise  in  their  majesty,  and  legislate  the  tf^ 
out  of  existence.  In  this,  however,  their  owb  true 
interest  will  compel  the  manufacturers  to  stutii 
the  interest  of  the  merchants. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  eentleman  from  Ms^* 
chusetts  (Mr.  Gorham)  that  if  yoa  impoK  addi- 
tional duties  on  foreign  articles,  you  theiebf  give 
to  the  domestic  manufacturer  a  pledge  which  yoc 
can  never  in  good  faith  withdraw.  That,  theiv^ 
fore,  you  cannot  repeal  laws  of  this  nature, shi»^ 
they  prove  injurious.  This  condosioo  I  dent 
The  manufacturers  must  act  upon  the  laws  it 
their  own  peril.  They  are  merely  iateaded  k 
plant  those  manufactures  natural  to  our  soilak 
to  our  country.  After  they  have  been  fairly  faroos^' 
into  existence,  if  they  cannot  support  theiwires 
without  extraordinary  duties,  or,  in  other  wonk 
without  continual  contributions  from  thecooAn* 
ers,  they  must  be  abandoned  by  the  Govccum^ 
If  any  manufacture  is  discovered  to  be  a  mm 
hot-bed  production — ^that  cannot  floariah  inoorcit- 
mate  without  artificial  warmth— 4t  must  heldt^ 
its  fate.  It  is  one  of  such  a  description  as  aho«ii 
never  have  been  planted.  In  order  to  an*^ 
this  disaj^reeable  alternative,  however,  we  sho«U 
be  careful  to  legislate  in  favor  of  such  biiDckei 
of  manufactures  only  as  are  congenial  tooorcoei' 
try.  We  have  hitherto  been  eminently  soctea- 
fui  in  this  particular.  The  selection  of  cotios 
manufactures  was  judicious  in  the  highest  degift 
They  have  now  taken  deep  root,  and  can  flomv^ 
against  any  foreign  competition.  If  the  caseM 
been  otherwise,  the  result  would  have  shown  t^' 
they  ought  not  to  have  been  brought  into  en^ 
ence  by  the  protection  of  our  laws. 

Another  powerful  reason  which  exisCi  fof  ^ 
passage  of  this  bill,  is,  that  the  baiaace  of  ti*)" 
for  some  years  has  been  clearly  against  11&.  i^f 
a  notorious  fact  that  specie,  that  Goveroatfj 
stock,  that  Bank  stock  of  the  United  SuiM*^ 
even  the  canal  stock  of  the  Sute  ^^^^^^^'rC 
are  rapidly  leaving  the  country,  to  pay  the  debu 
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which  we  owe  in  Grreat  Britain.  Our  importa- 
tioo5  have  been  extravagant,  and  should  they  con- 
tinue  so  great,  our  wealth  will  be  i^radually  drained 
from  OS,  for  the  purpose  of  enriching  foreign  man- 
uJtedirers. 

Jrhas  been  said  that  this  evil  will  correct  itself. 
So  it  must ;  but  it  will  not  be  until  the  country 
is  draiDed  of  its  wealth,  and  our  merchants  can 
DO  longer  obtain  credit  abroad.  It  will  not  be 
uotil  we  have  sot  into  a  state  of  debt  and  depres- 
sion, from  which  it  will  require  years  to  recover. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Cam- 
utEUNo)  has  declared,  that  the  larger  the  balance 
of  irtde  agttinst  us,  the  greater  the  evidence  of  our 
prosperitv.  This,  taken  literally,  is  a  paradox, 
which  I  know  the  gentleman  did  not  mean.  His 
iotentioQ  was  to  say,  that  the  larger  the  apparent 
balance  of  trade  was  against  us,  on  the  books  of 
ihe  castoift-house,  the  stronger  the  evidence  of 
oar  prosperity.  For  example,  suppose  our  ex- 
ports amounted  to  916,000,000,  our  imports  to 
$30,000,000,  his  coQciosion  is,  that  our  commer- 
cial capital,  industry  and  enterprise,  are  worth 
imports  to  the  value  of  $4,000,000,  and  that  thus 
the  account  is  balanced,  and  the  country  is  en- 
riched. This  would  be  true^  provided,  at  the  end 
of  the  Degotiation,  we  were  clear  of  debt.  Without 
^wing  that  to  be  the  case,  this  argument  is 
'"^T  hegging  the  question.  Let  me  put  a  case, 
which  approaches  much  nearer  to  the  truth. 
Soppose  oar  exports  to  be  but  $16,000,000,  and 
our  imports  $20,000,000,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  we  are  $2,000,000  in  debt,  how  would  the 
baJaoee  of  the  trade  then  stand  ?  It  would  be 
pnci^y  $2,000,000  against  us.  That  this  sup- 
position approaches  much  more  nearly  to  the  real 
state  of  our  foreign  trade  is  evident,  from  the  his- 
tory of  the  country  for  the  last  few  years.  Is  it 
not  notorious,  that  our  money  and  our  stocks  are 
^ly  disappearing,  notwithstanding  all  the  value 
ofoar  commercial  capital  and  industry  employed 
)&  foreign  trade  ?  I  am  not  one  of  those  political 
^kers,  who  judge  of  the  balance  of  trade  by  the 
oooksof  the  coatom-house.  If  any  estimate  formed 
<ipDiv  ihem  were  true,  our  imports  so  far  exceed 
oor  exports,  that  we  are,  and  have  beoi  for  years, 
viTiagen  to  ruin  with  dreadful  rapidity.  This, 
^  bow  not  to  be  the  fiict.  To  our  imfK>rts  must 
he  added,  all  the  value  of  our  commercial  indus- 
try and  enterprise,  when  we  would  compare  them 
vith  onr  trpattM,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
^  troe  balance  of  trade*  Their  value  never  can 
he  known  with  any  tolerable  accuracy.  When, 
however,  we  find,  that  the  precious  metals  and 
^r  stodis  have  ooDtinued  for  years  to  be  leaving 
^r  coontry ;  when  we  ksow  that  the  rate  of  ex- 
change has  been,  during  all  that  time,  in  favor  of 
finglaad,  the  conclusion  b  irresistible,  that  the 
^^  balance  of  trade  must  be  against  us ;  but  to 
what  amount,  I  admit  we  cannot  ascertain. 

It  has  been  said,  that  as  gold  is  the  only  legal 
tender  in  England,  and  silver  is  a  mere  article  of 
"Kthandise,  and  that  as  the  value  of  silver,  com- 
P>red  with  that  of  gold,  is  much  greater  in  this 
coontry,  than  in  England,  it  is  only  the  apparent 
Qte  of  ezehaoge  which  is  against  us.    Tais  cir- 


cumstance, I  admit,  proves  that  the  rate  of  ex- 
change is  not  so  much  against  us  as  it  appears  to 
be.  But,  making  every  allowance  for  this  differ- 
ence, exchange  is,  and  has  been  for  years,  from 
four  to  seven  per  cent,  in  favor  of  England.  This 
shows  conclusively,  that  funds  in  England  are 
always  wanted  by  our  merchants  in  this  country ; 
and  tor  what  purpose  ?  Is  it  not  self-evident,  that 
it  must  be  to  pay  the  difference  between  the  value 
of  our  exports  and  our  imports  ? 

It  is  perhaps  unfortunate  that  this  bill  was  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Manufactures.  Had 
one, con tainingthe^me  principle,  emanated  from 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  as  a  revenue 
measure,  it  would  have  encountered  much  less 
opposition.  I  ask  gentlemen,  however,  to  look 
through  the  form  into  the  substance,  and  not  suffer 
themselves  to  be  alarmed  at  the  adoption  of  a  wise 
and  politic  system,  merely  because  it  has  been 
entitled  "  a  bill  for  the  more  effectual  encourage- 
ment and  protecdon  of  certain  domestic  manufac- 
tures," ana  not  to  raise  revenue.  The  title  of  the 
bill  can  at  any  time  be  changed,  and  this  would 
at  once  destroy  one-half  of  tM  arguments  which 
have  been  urged  against  its  passage. 

I  have  thus  expressed  my  ideas  respecting  the 
general  principles  of  the  bill.  It  contains  provi- 
sions, however,  to  which  I  am  unfriendly,  after 
having  given  them  the  most  deliberate  considera- 
tion. I  am  willing  to  encourage  the  manufacture 
of  wool,  by  imposing  an  additional  duty  of  five  per 
cent,  upon  the  importation  of  the  foreign  manu- 
facture. The  duty  will  then  be  thirty  per  cent, 
ad  valorem.  This  in  my  opinion,  is  sufiacient,  at 
least  for  the  present.  The  provision  which  de- 
clares, that  the  minimum  valuation  of  each  square 
yard,  on  which  a  duty  is  imposed,  shall  be  eighty 
cents,  would  increase  the  duty  to  one  hundred  per 
cent,  upon  coarse  woollens.  This  would  at  once 
amount  to  a  prohibition  of  articles  of  that  descrip- 
tion— a  measure  for  which  the  country  is  not  at 
this  time  prepared.  Although  we  import  a  vast 
quantity  of  woollen  goods  from  abroad,  we  have 
not  the  raw  material  to  supply  even  the  woollen 
manufactures  which  already  exist  at  home.  We 
are,  therefore,  under  the  necessity  of  importing 
wool  itself.  What  would  then  be  the  inevitable 
consequence  of  this  measure,  in  the  present  state 
of  the  country?  It  would  for  many  years,  until 
we  could  raise  wool  and  establish  manufactories 
sufficient  to  supply  the  whole  country,  double  the 
price  of  an  article  essential  to  the  comfort  of  the 
poor.  It  would  be  a  tax  levied  upon  that  portion 
of  society  least  able  to  sustain  it,  and  given  as  a 
premium  to  the  manufacture  of  wool.  Let  us 
proceed  gradually.  If,  after  the  lapse  of  years,  we 
shall  discover  that  we  have  an  abimdance  of  the 
raw  material  at  home,  and  the  manufiicture  of  it 
is  so  well  understood  in  the  country,  that  the  do- 
mestic competition  will,  in  a  short  time  reduce  the 
price  as  low  or  lower  than  that  of  the  foreign 
manufacture,  then,  and  not  till  then,  should  we 
impose  a  prohibitory  duty.  It  was  thus  we  pro- 
ceeded With  respect  to  coarse  cottons,  and  expe- 
rience has  justified  the  measure.  At  present,  I  au 
opposed  to  the  imposition  of  a  prohibitory  duty  on 


903 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


901 


H.  OP  R. 


New  TaHff  Bill. 


Fbbbuart,  1823. 


any  foreign  articles,  necessary  to  the  comfort  of 
the  great  body  of  our  people. 

I  am  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  small  additional 
duty  of  five  dollars  per  ton,  proposed  by  this  bill 
on  foreign  iron.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  this  woiud  be  strictly  a  revenue 
measure.  I  have  made  many  inquiries  on  the 
subject,  and  the  result  has  been  a  conviction  upon 
my  mind«  that,  under  the  new  duty,  as  much  of 
that  article  would  be  imported  as  there  is  at  pres- 
ent I  confess,  I  was  somewhat  astonished  to 
hear  this  proposition  opposed  with  so  much  ear- 
nestness by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Baylies,)  and  the  ^ntleman  from  Rhode 
Island,  (Mr.  Durfee,)  particularly  the  latter.  He 
resides  in  a  manufactunng  district.  The  Eastern 
people  have,  by  the  induieence  and  protection  of 
the  Qovernment,  acquired  almost  a  monopoly  of 
coarse  cotton  goods.  The  cottons  and  the  sugars 
of  the  South  have  been  amply  protected.  I  am 
sorry,  therefore,  to  find  that  gentlemen,  from  those 
portions  of  the  Union,  are  unwillinff  to  afford  a 
small  share  of  that  bounty  to  the  Middle  States, 
which  has  been  so  liberally  extended  to  them. 

It  has  been  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  CAMBaBLBNo,)  that  the  manufactur- 
ers of  this  article  are  now  in  a  prosperous  condi- 
tion. In  this  he  is  certainly  mistaken.  To  carry 
on  the  manufacture  of  iron,  a  gr^t  capital  and  a 
large  body  of  land,  producing  timber,  are  both 
necessary.  Those  iron  masters  who  had  acquired 
sufficient  wealth  to  survive  the  general  wreck  in 
which  a  large  proportion  of  that  class  of  citizens 
has  been  involved,  are  now  prospering,  if  they 
live  in  a  neighborhood  at  some  distance  from  the 
seacoast,  in  which  there  is  a  demand  for  all  the 
iron  they  can  manufacture.  In  such  a  situation 
thejr  can  brins  domestic  into  competition  with 
foreign  iron ;  because,  in  addition  to  the  duty 
which  it  pays,  the  expense  of  transportation  into 
the  country  is  added  .to  its  price.  What  is  the 
condition  of  those  manufacturers  of  iron  who 
have  no  market  in  their  own  neishborhood,  and 
who,  in  addition  to  what  the  article  costs  them  at 
home,  have  to  pay  the  price  of  transporting  it  to 
market?  Go  into  the  mterior  and  mountainous 
districts  of  Pennsylvania,  and  you  will  there  dis- 
cover. That  country  abounds  with  ore,  with 
wood,  and  with  water  power.  Some  years  ago 
manufactories  of  iron  started  up  in  abundance. 
They  diffused  wealth  all  around  them.  They 
afforded  the  be8t  and  surest  market  to  the  neigh- 
boring country  for  the  products  of  agriculture. 
It  is  now  a  melancholy  spectacle  to  behold  them. 
They  have  sunk  under  the  false  policy  of  the 
Government,  and  their  ruin  has  essentially  in- 
jured the  whole  agricultural  community  by  which 
they  were  surrounded. 

Will  the  gentlemen  from  the  East  and  South 
refuse  to  grant  this  small  boon  to  the  farmers  and 
manufacturers  of  the  Middle  States  ?  Suppose 
that  the  price  of  iron  should  be  raised  to  them  $5 
per  ton,  which  is  by  no  means  certain,  would 
they,  for  the  sake  or  twenty-five  cents  per  bun- 
dled, refuse  to  ^rant  us  this  trifling  advantage?  I 
trust  not,  especially  when  they  consider  that  iron 


is  a  necessary  both  in  war  and  in  petce,  and  m 
ought  not  to  be  dependent  for  its  supply  on  for- 
eign nations. 

i  am,  also,  decidedly  in  favor  of  an  additional 
duty  upon  articles  manufactured  of  flax ;  became 
it  will  operate  as  a  direct  encouragement  to  tbe 
growers  of  that  article,  and  thus  favor  the  igri- 
cultural  interest. 

For  the  same  reason,  I  am  friendly  to  an  addi- 
tional duty  on  foreign  hemp.  The  vast  and  fer- 
tile regions  watered  by  the  Mississipai  and  its 
tributary  streams,  is  capable  of  producing  as 
abundance  of  that  article  to  supply  the  demand 
of  the  world.  Why,  then,  should  we  go  to  Ros- 
sia  for  our  hemp?  Why  should  we  not  gireio 
the  growers  of  it  some  additional  encouragemeDt 
which  will  enable  them  to  enter  into  fair  coppe 
tition,  in  our  own  market,  with  the  foreign  article: 
If  you  will  do  so,  in  a  very  little  time  hetopvili 
be  produced  in  such  abundance,  that  the  pnct 
instead  of  being  increased,  will  be  diminished.  1: 
will  soon  be  prepared  for  use  as  well  as  the  Rus- 
sian hemp.  I  have  no  wish  to  prohibit  the  io- 
portation  of  that  article;  all  I  desire  is  to  see  a 
fair  competition  established  in  our  own  marte 
between  that  of  foreign  and  of  domestic  groTtL 
May  not  the  agriculturists  of  the  West  say,  with 
justice^  to  the  cotton  mwersof  the  Sooih,  and 
manufacturers  of  the  Kast,  who  have  both  been 
protected  by  the  fostering  care  of  the  Govern' 
ment — ^we  are  your  best  customers ;  we  coonae 
immense  quantities  of  your  ffoods ;  why  will  you, 
then,  go  to  Russia  for  Vour  hemp,  instead  of  pur- 
chasing it  from  us  ?  why  will  you  be  depeodest 
upon  a  foreign  nation  for  an  article  absoiotef 
necessary  to  the  existence  of  your  Navy,  wba 
your  own  country  can  afford  it  in  abundance  i 
Whether  the  additional  du^  proposed  in  theprc* 
ent  bili  be  too  ht^h  or  not,  I  will  not  say, mtnl 
have  received  further  infonnation  on  the  soi^ 
ject. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  after  we  shall  hare  dooe 
all  this,  a  large  and  most  important  portioD  (^t 
your  Union  will  have  been  comparacire^  b^ 
glected.  What  have  you  done  for  those  Sta» 
whose  staple  commodity  is  grain  ?  The  is^ 
of  Great  Britain,  which  supplies  you  with  in* 
mense  quantities  of  her  manufactures,  will  Gct 
receive  in  exchange  a  single  bushel  of  our  ^ 
or  a  barrel  of  our  flour.  Their  poru  are  en- 
tirely closed  against  our  breadstufi,  becaoseitJ^ 
their  policy  to  give  their  own  agricoltorists  ex- 
clusive possession  of  the  home  market  In  *^, 
ing  any  measure  for  the  collection  of  additioaii 
revenue,  you  should  not  forget  the  grain-gn^ 
Slates.  It  is  my  intention,  therefore,  to  pro|»»- 
as  an  amendment  to  this  bill,  that  an  additiopv 
duty  of  ten  cents  per  gallon  be  imposed  upoa  tc^ 
eiffn  spirits.  This  would  operate  directly  lo  ni« 
of  the  farmer,  by  increasmg  the  price  of  ^ 
grain  out  of  which  whiskey  is  made,*  tnd  t^ 
moral  consequences  which  would  flow  from  <f' 
hancing  the  price  of  that  article,  would  be  ^ 
as  favorable  as  those  which  are  political'  ^'^ 
intend,  when  I  shall  offer  the  amendment,  t?p^ 
sent  my  views  upon  it  somewhat  in  detail,  1^^ 
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sot  now  trouble  the  Committee  further  upon  this 
nbject. 

Upoo  the  whole,  then,  I  consider  the  present 
measure  as  one  of  great  importance  to  the  best 
interests  of  this  country.  It  is  a  bill,  as  much,  if 
not  more  for  the  encouragement  of  agriculture 
than  of  manufactures.  I  nave  the  interests  of 
agricQlture  at  heart.  If  I  could,  for  a  single  mo- 
ment, believe,  in  the  language  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  TMr.  Tattnall,)  that  this  bill 
would  compel  tne  agricultural  to  bow  down  be- 
fore the  manufacturing  interest  which  he  has  fig- 
oiatirely  called  the  gdden  call,  I  should  consider 
myself  a  traitor  to  my  country  in  giving  it  any 
^pport.  Believing,  however,  as  I  do,  that  it  is  a 
measure  fiaue ht  with  good  to  all,  and  doing  in- 
jury to  none,  I  trust  that  the  gentlemen  who  have 
shown  so  much  hostility  to  it  will  withdraw  their 
opposition,  and  assist  us  in  perfecting  its  details. 
It  may  then  be  made  equallv  advantageous  to  the 
East,  and  to  the  West,  and  to  the  North,  and  to 
the  South. 
When  Mr.  Buchanan  had  concluded — 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Cuthbert,  the  Committee 
then  rose.  [This  gentleman  has  the  floor  for  to- 
morrow.] 


SatcrdaY)  February  8. 

Mr.  Walworth,  by  leave  of  the  House,  pre- 
sented a  number  of  resolutions  entered  into  at  a 
meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Essex  county,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  in  favor  of  the  encourage- 
ment of  domestic  manufactures ;  which  resolu- 
tioos  were  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union^  to  which  is 
committed  the  bill  for  the  more  effectual  protec- 
tioQ  and  encouragement  of  certain  domestic  man- 
^acturcs. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
Slates  for  Washington  county,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  for  the  preservation  of  the  records 
of  said  court,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
iQent,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rankin  moved  that  the  House  do  come  to 
the  following  resolution: 

^ftohed.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
he  requested  to  commuDicate  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
Knttmei,  at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  the  infor- 
BttioD  heretofore  required  by  a  resolution  of  this 
Hotte,  in  relation  to  salt  springs,  lead  and  copper 
^tti  aocompanied  by  such  other  information  as  he 
^■T  be  in  poaseesion  of,  or  obtain,  as  to  the  probable 
value  of  each  of  them,  and  of  the  reservations  attached 
^  each;  of  the  extent  to  which  they  have  been 
worked,  or  are  ansceptibie  of  being  worked ;  the  ad- 
^nugea  and  proximity  of  each  to  navigable  waters ; 
^  ori^o,  nature,  and  extent,  of  any  claims  made  to 
>(|7  of  them  by  individuals  or  companies ;  together 
with  any  other  information  deemed  important  by  him, 

^  relation  to  each  salt  springs,   lead   and  copper 

iDinet. 

The  rule  requiring  resolutions  of  this  character 


to  lie  on  the  table  one  day  being  dispensed  with, 
by  unanimous  consent,  the  question  was  taken  to 
agree  thereto,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  revise  and  extend  the 
time  allowed  for  the  redemption  of  lands  sold  for 
direct  tax,  in  certain  cases,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

After  a  slight  alteration  in  the  title  of  the  bill, 
the  object  of  which  went  only  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  revive  and  " — ^the  bill  was  sent  to  the  Se- 
nate for  its  concurrence. 

The  Speaker  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanying  it  with 
a  statement  in  relation  to  the  outstanding  custom- 
house bonds,  bonds  taken  for  duties  on  merchan- 
dise and  debentures  issued  for  drawback,  net 
amount  of  revenue  on  merchandise  and  ton  naff  e, 
dbc.,  and  a  statement  of  the  whole  .amount  of  the 
unex])ended  balance  of  the  sinking  fund,  distin- 
guishinff  each  vear  since  1817,  all  collated  within 
specified  perioos ;  which  letter  was  read,  and  with 
tne  statements,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

VIRGINIA  MILITIA  FINES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCot,  the  House  took  up 
the  bill,  vesting  in  the  State  of  Virginia  the  right 
of  the  United  States,  to  all  fines  assessed  for  the 
non-performance  of  militia  duty,  during  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain,  within  said  State. 

Mr.  McCoT,  presuming  that  there  would  be  no 
objection  to  the  bill,  moved  that  it  be  ordered  to 
its  third  reading. 

Mr.  Cannon  opposed  the  third  reading,  under 
the  conviction  that,  if  legislation  on  this  matter 
were  at  all  necessary,  it  would  be  the  duty  of 
Congress  to  establish  a  general  law  on  the  subject 
of  militia  fines.  If  these  fines  were  to  be  surren- 
dered to  any  State,  they  ought  to  be  surrendered 
to  all  the  States.  Mr.  C.  then  moved  to  commit 
the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  McCoT  replied  to  Mr.  Cannon,  stating  the 
reasons  why  it  was  necessary  this  bill  should  pass ; 
and  Mr.  Cannon's  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Latbrop  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  a 
8lig:ht  modification,  not  materiailv  affecting  the 
main  object  of  the  bill-^When,  the  question  re- 
curred on  engrossment,  and  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

ACCOUNTS  OF  D.  D.  TOMPKINS. 

Mr.  EusTis,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any  legislative  provision  is  neces- 
sary for  the  final  adjustment  ot  the  accounts  of 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  made  a  report  thereon,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  settlement 
of  the  accounts  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  Go- 
vernor of  the  State  of  New  York ;  which  bill 
was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any 
legislative  provision  is  necessary  for  the  final  adjost- 
ment  of  the  accounts  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  Esq., 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 

The  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  has  sev- 
eral demands  against  the  Government,  a  part  of  which 
are  opposed,  not  because  they  are  unjust,  but  because 
they  are  not  considered  as  coming  within  the  rules  of 
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office,  and  can  only  be  allowed  when  a  law  shall  paas, 
authorizing  the  departments  to  admit  and  settle  them. 

These  demands  may  be  classed  nnder  the  following 
heads: 

1st.  Interest  on  sums  of  money  adTanced  by  him  to 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  from  the  dates  ,of  the  ad- 
vances to  the  time  of  reimbursement. 

2d.  Reasonable  commissions  for  disbursing  $1,962,- 
000,  under  the  orders  of  GoTemment,  in  the  course 
of  the  late  war,  more  than  two-thirds  of  which  was 
procured  by  himself  from  indiTiduals,  and  various  cor- 
porations, under  pledges  of  personal  responsibility  to 
make  good  the  payment. 

3d.  Indemnitiy  for  losses  incurred  by  the  frauds  and 
failures  of  sub-agents,  to  whom  money  has  been  ad- 
vanced through  his  hands ;  and 

4th.  Reparation  for  loves  actually  sustained  in  con- 
sequence of  any  iailure  on  the  part  of  Government  to 
fu&l  its  engagements  to  send  money,  and  advance 
Treasury  notes  to  him,  to  be  deposited  in  banks,  as 
pledges  for  the  repayment  of  loans,  taken  by  him  at 
the  request  of  the  Government  for  the  use  of  the 
Treasury. 

To  understand  these  claims,  and  form  a  just  opinion 
of  their  merits,  it  will  be  proper  to  recollect  that  the 
claimant  was  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
from  the  year  1807  nnttl  the  28th  of  February,  1817, 
when  he  resigned  that  office  to  fill  the  one  which  he 
now  holds.  That  war  was  declared  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Great  Britain  on  the  16th  June,  1812; 
that  the  frontier  of  New  York  was  sometimes  inva- 
ded, and  constantly  threatened,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities  to  the  end  of  the  war ;  that  large 
detachments  of  militia  from  that  State  were  called  out 
upon  requisitions  of  the  General  Government,  from 
time  to  time,  from  the  Spring  of  1812  until  the  peace 
of  1815;  that  the  system  established  to  supply  and 
pay  the  militia  was  imperfect  and  inadequate  to  the 
emergency,  and  that,  consequently,  the  Governor  of 
New  York,  in  addition  to  the  novel  and  arduous  du- 
ties devolving  on  his  station,  was  compelled  to  execute 
extraordinary  and  perplexing  services,  belonging,  prop- 
erly, to  subordinate  officers  and  agents. 

The  committee  find,  from  the  exhibitF,  as  admitted 
on  each  side,  that  the  Governor  did  disburse  $1,082,- 
000  for  the  Government,  in  the  course  of  the  late  war, 
for  which  he  was  held  responsible,  and  required  to 
account  at  various  bureaus  of  the  Treasury  and  War 
Departments.  If  the  items  of  this  aggregate  sum  had 
been  passed,  as  they  should  have  been,  directly  from 
the  War  Department  into  the  hands  of  proper  dis- 
bursing officers,  the  suspended  vouchers,  and  rejected 
claims,  would  have  been  adjusted  by  such  officers  in 
the  usual  manner,  and  the  frauds  and  accidental  loves 
must  have  fallen  on  the  Treasury,  as,  in  fact,  they 
did  in  every  other  case,  save  that  of  the  present  claim- 
ant In  all  other  instances  the  contractors,  quarter- 
masters, paymasters,  and  public  agents,  accounted  di- 
rectly with  the  departments,  and  the  Treasury  had  to 
lose  what  they  failed  to  vouch  for,  or  make  good.  In 
this  case,  and  this  alone,  the  Government  held  the 
civil  and  military  chief  of  a  State  responsible  for  sums 
of  money  which  were  passed  through  his  hands  into 
those  of  disbursing  agents,  a  part  of  whom  were  act- 
ing, not  for  him  or  his  State,  but  for  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment and  the  nation. 

In  the  year  1814,  the  Governor  was  intrusted  with 
the  command  of  the  military  district  No.  3,  including 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  other  contiguous  parts  of 


the  Union.  On  the  15th  of  September,  181i,  %\am 
was  addressed  to  him,  by  the  acting  Secntnj  of 
War,  now  President  of  the  United  States,  io  wkid 
he  says :  *<  General  Maeomb,  at  Plattsbuig,  is  is  dn- 
ger,  from  a  superior  force  marching  agaiast  him,  tsi 
Generid  Brown  is  alike  exposed  to  immineat  dufo. 
It  is  in  the  power  of  your  State  to  make  tn  cxertira 
that  will  not  only  save  those  armies,  bat  cnA  tht 
British  force  employed  against  them.  Maj  I  aimt 
you  to  call  out  such  a  force  in  each  quarter  iaaft- 
diately,  and  hurry  it  to  the  scene  of  action.  Idosfit 
go  into  any  detail,  because  you  are  too  well  iquiotad 
with  all  the  drcumstances  meriting  atteotioo  to  » 
quire  it  Creneral  Isard  is  raarch^g  to  the  lid  «f 
General  Brown,  but,  as  he  takes  Sadiett'i  Htikrio 
his  route,  and  dopends  on  a  eonveyanee  tiusee  if 
water,  by  Commodore  Chanoeey's  flelilk,  iImr  ii 
much  uncertainty  in  his  movement  I  viib  jk 
measures  to  be  taken  independently  of  all  aknibm 
on  him,  since  the  expenses  attending  them  oMOt  u 
nothing,  compared  wid&  the  salvation  of  BroWm- 
my,  and  of  the  post  of  Sackett's  Harbor,  vhidi  m^ 
also  claim  your  attention.  It  u  the  object  of  the  cm- 
my  to  overwhelm  us  this  campaign ;  and  I  hive  Mtr 
factory  reason  to  believe,  that  they  indolge  (he  ]s^ 
sumptuous  hope  of  penetrating  from  the  Labi  bf 
Albany,  to  the  city  of  New  York.  A  Tigoiou  v^ 
manly  exertion  is  therefore  particularly  neceMvr  ea 
your  part" 

This  letter  calls  for  services  of  no  ordinary  6uk- 
ter  ;  the  magnitude  of  which  will  not  be  diiuBi^ 
by  reooilectimis  of  the  time.  The  conditiosef^ 
Treasury,  the  disasters  of  the  year,  the  hostii  un^ 
upon  our  borders  of  veteran  legions,  fresh  fisn  M 
of  victory  in  Europe,  united  to  deepen  tke  aoliduide 
and  darken  the  prospect  of  the  moment  At  nch  i 
crisis  was  the  Governor  called  upon  to  tike  the  iM 
in  force,  and  check  the  adverse  tide  of  war.  IV 
Treasury  was  acknowledged  to  be  unable  to  foraki 
the  necessary  funds.  The  Governor  was  reqaeste^^ 
call  out  an  army  that  should  **  crush  the  tatmj,"^ 
was  obliged  to  raise  the  necessaiy  funds,  aodtaei^ 
cute  the  service.  He  found  the  means  of  doticbotk, 
and  from  that  time  to  this,  he  has  been  etncsfos 
with  embarrassments,  produced  by  his  eogagaaoia 
and  responsibilities  for  the  pablio. 

The  committee  is  satisfied,  that  he  made  ginam 
to  the  Government ;  that  he  borrowed  about  $1,9^; 
827.  firom  various  corporations,  to  aid  the  Katkw 
Treasury  and  promote  the  public  service.  That  tisK 
loans  were  procured  by  him,  at  the  earnest  sotrei&s 
of  the  President,  and  the  acting  Secretaiy  of  ^^ 
That  to  aid  him  in  procuring  loans  immedistel7,tbf 
Government  promised  to  send  him  Treasury  nettfO 
thirty  or  forty  dajs,  which  he  was  directed  to  pWt^ 
at  $110,000  for  $100,000;  that,  between  theM^ 
December,  1814,  and  the  17th  of  Jaaosiy,  181^* 
found  means  to  borrow  $1,006^500,  (part  of  the  ii^ 
going  sura)  from  several  corporations,  inclodin|t  be* 
of  $400,000  from  the  corporation  of  the  cily  of  ^^ 
York;  for  aU  which  it  appears  that  he  badtonak' 
himself  personally  reaponsiUe  by  eontncH;  r|^ 
on  his  part,  upon  the  promise  of  GovemBeottfrW* 
vance  the  Treasuxy  notes,  and  take  np  his  cUip^i^ 
That  a  part  only  of  the  notes  (say  $85i,G00)  vfl' 
sent  in  proper  time  to  relieve  him.  That  the^ 
corporation  pressed  him  for  the  promised  ^f^ 
and  for  repayment,  and  that  he  was  held  op  tf '^ 
fikuiter.     That  the  failure  of  Government  pu^^^^ 
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of  hii  power  to  sostein  bis  credit  in  the  banks  for  sucb  I 
bise  raiBs.  Tbet  his  previoos  attention  to  pablic 
afiun  had  compelled  him  to  neglect  his  own ;  and 
that  the  heavy  pressure  of  those  loans  produced  a  de- 
reogcment  in  his  private  concerns,  which  brought  upon 
bio,  ai  he  contends,  an  actual  and  specific  loss  of  siztj 
thoQtand  doQars. 

Hie  peculiar  and  complicated  duties  which  were 
(ieTotved  upon  the  Governor  as  civil  and  military  chief 
of  the  State  and  district  referred  to,  and  the  apecaal 
cireomftanoes  under  which  he  was  called  upon  to 
niie  and  disburse  funds  for  the  Federal  Government, 
entitled  him  to  expect  an  exact  and  prompt  perform- 
iDce  of  its  promises,  and  a  speedy  reimbursement  to 
relieve  him  from  his  embarrassments. 

It  is  admitted,  that  public  moneys  sent  to  him,  or 
Tiiied  by  him,  have  been  faithfully  applied  to  the 
pablie  tervice  or  kept  in  deposite  m  banks,  or  with 
poblie  agents,  ready  to  be  use<l  at  any  moment.  That 
be  leired  his  country  faithfully  and  effectually,  is 
known  to  all.  That  he  ran  imminent  risks  to  serve 
iU  ii  beyond  a  doubt.  That  the  Treasury  failed  to 
fulfil  its  engagement  with  him,  is  no  less  certain,  and 
it  is  manifest  that  no  citizen  could  sustain  himself 
without  loss  against  the  heavy  pressure  of  such  large 
sQiDi.  That  he  foresaw  the  perils  which  afterwards 
imiled  him,  is  proven  by  the  honorable  Rufus  King, 
wbo  conversed  with  him  in  the  autumn  of  1814,  about 
"*  the  condition  of  the  public  Treasury  ;  the  unprotect- 
ed state  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  the  inability  of 
the  General  Government  to  protect  it;  and  urged, 
from  the  peculiar  situation  in  which  Providence  had 
placed  him,  that  it  was  his  solemn  duty  to  make  great 
eienioQs,  and  to  assume  great  responsibilities.  That 
the  Sute  in  a  great  measure  looked  to  him  for  its  pro- 
tection, and  that  he  must  call  out  the  militia,  and  find 
moaices  to  pay  them.  That  the  Governor  had  stat- 
ed, in  reply,  that  he  was  already  committed  very 
deeply,  and  that  if  he  should  go  farther  in  pecuniary 
respooiibilities,  he  must  do  it  at  the  risk  of  ruin  ;  on 
which  Mr.  King  solemnly  urged  him  to  go  on,  and  do 
his  doty,  and  if  ruin  was  the  consequence,  to  consent 
to  endure  it,  and  look  to  the  honor  and  gratitude  of 
^  Goiintry/'  He  did  so — he  performed  all  that  was 
reqnred,  and  more  Ihan  waa  promised  or  expected 
ftoB  him.  This  is  known  alike  to  the  committee  and 
the  osQotiy,  and  is  recorded  in  the  annals  of  the  day. 
Ton  committee  must  repeat,  that  the  Governor  fore- 
>aw  the  hazard  he  was  running,  that  he  took  that 
haiird,  fsariessly  and  generously,  as  became  a  patriot, 
traitiog  to  the  honor  and  justice  of  his  country. 

On  an  examination  and  consideration  of  the  accounts 
and  claims,  with  all  the  attending  circumstances,  it  ap- 
pears to  your  committee  : 

lit  That  it  ie  no  more  than  an  act  of  justice  to 
^Uow  interest  on  all  moneys  advanced  by  Mr.  Tomjp- 
kiai,  OB  account  of  the  public,  from  the  time  of  his 
making  such  advancea,  to  the  time  of  his  being  reim- 
boned. 

Sd.  That  it  would  be  just  and  equitable  to  allow  a 
Kttooable  commission  on  all  moneys  disbursed  by 
bin,  daring  the  late  war. 

3d.  That  he  should  be  indemnified  for  loeses  aue- 
^ed  by  him,  in  eoneequence  of  any  failure  on  the 
put  of  Government  to  fulfil  its  engagements,  to  send 
ium  aeney  and  Treaauiy  notes,  within  the  time  spe- 
cilei»  to  be  deposited  in  certain  banks,  as  collateral 
leearitj  for  loans  procured  by  him,  at  the  request  and 
m  the  acconnt  of  Government. 


4th.  That  he  ought  not  to  be  held  responsible  for 
losses  incurred  by  any  frauds  or  failures  of  sub- 
agents,  to  whom  moneys  were  advanced  through  hie 
hands. 

With  this  view  of  the  subject,  a  bill,  accompanying 
this  report,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JURISDICTION  OP  JUSTICES  OF  PEACE,  D.C. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kent,  the  House  took  up  tbe 
bill  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  or  the 
peace  within  the  District  of  Columoia. 

Several  amendments  were  incorporated  in  the 
bill,  in  the  discussion  of  the  propriety  of  which, 
and  on  other  points  affecting  its  principles,  Messrs. 
Nealb,  Wright,  Woodson,  Taylor,  and  Nbl- 
soi),  of  Maryland,  participated. 

Finally,  tne  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  on  Monday. 

[The  bill,  as  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  gives  to  justices  of  the  peace  jurisdiction 
over  all  cases  in  which  the  debt  and  damages  do 
not  exceed  the  sum  of  fift^  dollars.  Judgments 
may  be  superseded  within  sixty  days  from  the  ren- 
dition of  the  same,  which  supersedeas  shall  stay 
execution  for  six  months  thereafter.  Justices  are 
to  keep  dockets ;  on  penalty,  failing  to  do  so,  of 
being  made  liable  for  the  amount  of  any  debts 
prosecuted  against  them,  the  recovery  of  which  is 
prevented  by  the  omission  to  keep  a  docket.  On  the 
resignation  or  death  of  any  justice,  his  docket  is 
to  1^  handed  over  to  the  clerk  of  the  court.  The 
judges  of  the  circuit  court  shall  not  hold  original 
plea  in  the  said  court,  of  any  debt  or  damage  in 
cases  within  tbe  jurisdiction  ffiven  to  justices  of 
the  peace  bv  this  act,  which  shall  not  exceed  fifty 
dollars,  exclusive  of  costs.  Appeals  may  be  made 
to  the  circuit  court  from  the  judgment  of  any  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  in  any  case  not  exceeding  five 
dollars.  The  constables  are  to  levy  executions  on 
magistrates'  judgments,  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
marshal  now  does  those  of  the  circuit  court,  pre- 
viously to  which  they  shall  bond  in  two  thousand 
dollars  each  for  the  due  performance  of  their  duties. 
In  cases  where  the  sum  in  litigation  exceeds 
twenty  dollars,  either  party  may  demand  trial  by 
jury ;  and  the  constable  shall  summon  a  jury  of 
twelve  persons  by  whom  the  case  shall  be  tried. 
These  are  the  essential  features  of  the  bill.] 

THE  NEW  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on 
the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the  bill 
for  the  more  effectual  protection  ox  domestic  man- 
ufactures, Mr.  ToHLiNSON  in  the  chair — a  motion 
to  strike  from  the  bill  the  enacting  clause  still 
pending  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  CcTHBEBT  having  yesterday  obtained  the 
floor  for  to-day,  occupied  it  in  a  speech  against 
the  bin,  upwards  of  an  hour  in  length. 

Mr.  Woodson  observed,  that  no  portion  of  the 
zealous  and  eloquent  adaress  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  had  produced  on  him,  at  least,  a 
more  powerful  effect  than  the  lively  description  ef 
(hat  high  degree  of  sensibility  experienced  in  ris- 
ing to  discuss  this  question. 


911 


HISTORY  OP  CONGEBSa 


il2 


fL  ofR. 


New  Tariff  BUI. 


Febrcirt, 


He  assured  that  gentleman  they  were  peculiarly 
jipplicable  to  the  humble  advocate  of  the  measure, 
who  presumes  to  follow  him  in  debate,  greatly 
.augmented  by  a  consciousness  of  his  incapacity  to 
meet  a  combination  of  extraordinary  talent,  dis- 
played with  all  the  characteristic  ardor  of  the 
&outh — the  cool,  minute,  and  calculating  perspi- 
cuity of  the  North.  He  occupied  what  might  be 
termed  a  temperate  zone,  and,  although  he  utterly 
despaired  of  the  infusion  of  those  yi  vifying  ingredi- 
ents— heat  and  light — which  animate  and  pro- 
duce conviction  on  the  mind,  and  present  truth  in 
her  most  pleasing  and  brilliant  attire,  yet  the  known 
and  respected  sentiments  of  a  magnanimous  peo- 
ple, by  whose  partiality  he  had  been  honored  with 
the  high  and  aistinguished  privile^  of  represent- 
ing them  in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  imposed  on 
him.  as  he  conceived,  a  sacred  duty  to  exert  his 
feeble  powers  to  promote,  if  possible,  a  system  of 
policy  most  intimately  connected  with,  it  not  in- 
dispensable to  the  prosperity  and  glory  of  our  com- 
mon country. 

In  discharging  this  duty  he  knew  he  required, 
and  would  experience,  the  consoling  sympathy 
and  indulgence  of  the  Committee. 

The  most  persevering  and  determined  hostility 
to  the  proposed  tariff,  enforced  by  the  acknowl- 
edged nre  and  talent  of  its  onponents,  was  fully 
anticipated,  but  the  mode  ot  their  attack  could 
not  have  been  foreseen. 

It  was  imagined  that,  on  a  subject  of  national 
policy,  presented  to  the  consideration  of  sage  le- 

fislators,  the  effort  would  be  to  convince  the  un- 
erstanding,  and  lead  us  to  the  temple  of  truth,  by 
paths  illuminated  by  reason  and  experience.  But, 
instead  of  those  calm,  safe,  and  captivating  con- 
'  ductors,  the  citadel  of  public  opinion  is  to  be 
taken,  it  would  seem,  by  storm.  AH  the  contend- 
ing and  anffry  passions  of  the  human  heart  are 
enlisted  for  the  desperate  onset,  and  embodied  into 
a  forlorn  hope,  amidst  whose  tumult,  the  still  voice 
of  reason  is  but  faintly  discerned. 

It  has  been  represented  as  a  monster,  armed  at 
all  points  with  the  most  deadly  and  destructive 
weapons,  and  ready  with  uplifted  arms  to  plunge 
them  into  the  very  vitals  or  our  Republic,  a  kind 
of  talismanic  wand,  which,  by  a  single  motion, 
will  sweep  our  commerce  from  the  ocean,  pros- 
trate the  elevated  pride,  the  national  feeling  of  our 
gallant  Navy ;  kindle  into  a  consuming  flame  our 
State  and  sectional  prejudices;  produce  injustice, 
oppression,  tyranny,  resistance,  and  finally,  a  dis- 
solution of  our  Government.  Was  there  justness 
in  this  hideous  picture,  what  a  debt  of  gratitude 
is  due  from  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  to 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  who,  in  the  whirl- 
wina  of  his  fancy,  thought  he  perceived,  and  at- 
tributed its  production  to  the  incantation  of  some 
master  spirit  without  the  walls  of  this  House.  A 
majority  of  the  committee  who  reported  this  bill 
are  prepared,  by  a  conscious  rectitude  of  intention, 
to  meet  all  the  responsibility  which  can  be  at- 
tached to  it.  But  it  would  be  selfish  and  unjust 
were  they  to  expect  the  full  and  exclusive  meas- 
ure of  approbation,  which  they  believe  will  here- 
after be  awarded,  not  to  them  alone,  but  in  con- 


junction with  some  of  those  master  spirits  alW 
to  who  stand  high  in  the  confidence  of  theDatkc 
Yes,  Mr.  Chairman,  this  measure  is  recommeiidtc 
to  us,  I  sincerely  believe,  by  the  voiceof  adeci^ 
majority  of  the  people,  which,  in  a  representaure 
Republic,  ought  to  be  regarded  as  the  ^'Toiceof 
God." 

In  addition  to  this  most  weighty  of  all  anad- 
erations,  I  invite  voar  attention  to  the  langoageof 
our  distinguished  Chief  Magistrate,  elent^  ic 
the  most  enviable  and  exalted  station  on  earth,  bf 
the  free  and  unbiassed  suffrages  of  millions  of  hs 
countrymen,  with  a  doe  sense  of  gratitude  for  hif 
public  services,  and  a  just  confidence  Id  bis  rii 
tues,  his  patriotism,  and  experience.  In  the  de- 
liberate discharge  of  the  sacred  duties  attached  tc 
his  office,  he  says : 

*'  From  the  best  information  that  I  hare  bcea  ibit 
to  obtain,  it  appears  that  our  manufactares,  \kaft 
depressed  immediately  after  the  peace,  have  come^ 
ably  increased,  and  are  still  increasing,  under  the  et- 
couragement  given  them  by  the  tariff  of  1816,  and  i; 
subsequent  laws.  Satisfied  I  am,  whateTcr  mty  be  ti» 
abstract  doctrine  in  favor  of  unrestricted  commtttt. 
provided  all  nations  would  concur  in  it,  and  it  wun^ 
liable  to  be  interrupted  by  war,  which  has  never  oc- 
curred, and  cannot  be  expected,  that  there  are  othff 
strong  reasons  applicable  to  our  sitnation  and  reii- 
tions  with  other  countries,  which  impose  on  as  tlieo^ 
ligation  to  cheriah  and  sustain  our  manafactoref.  Sti- 
isfied,  however,  I  likewise  am,  that  the  interest  9f  erot 
part  of  our  Uuion,  even  of  those  most  benefited  by 
manufactures,  requires  that  this  subject  sbff^  he 
touched  with  the  greatest  caution,  and  a  critical  b«v« 
ledge  of  the  effect  to  be  produced  by  the  slighteit 
change.  On  full  consideration  of  the  subject  in  a!!  ib 
relations,  I  am  persuaded  that  a  lurther  aagmeautiai 
may  now  be  made  of  the  duties  on  certain  foreigs  u- 
tides,  in  favor  of  our  own,  and  without  ailectiogic- 
juriously  any  other  interest'* 

It  is  highlv  gratifying,  alho,  to  be  enabled  UiC.n 
another  autnority,  the  respectabilitv  and  ve:|^i 
of  which,  it  appears  to  me,  ought  at  least  toq^* 
ify  the  venom  and  asperity  of  the  South-^n^ 
distinguished  citizen  from  their  immediate  sectioi 
of  the  Union,  to  whose  superintendence  has  beet 
committed  its  fiscal  concerns.  The  Secretarr^' 
the  Treasury,  taking  a  luminous  view  of  thesot^ 
ject.  and  detailing  the  receipts  and  expenditure) 
of  tne  Treasury,  observes,  in  his  anniud  report- 
To  provide  for  the  estimated  deficit  of  Um  jean  I^ 
and  1826,  as  well  as  to  meet  any  extraordinary  if- 
mands  upon  the  Treasury,  wluchunfbreieenexifaciH 

may  require,  it  is  believed  to  be  expedient  that  v 
revenue  should  be  increased.     This  nay  be  eoofea* 
antly  effected  by  a  judicious  revision  of  the  taiift 
which,  while  it  will  not  prove  onerous  lothe  coniaB^' 
will  simplify  the  labors  of  the  officen  of  the  renov 
At  present,  articles  oomposed  of  wool,  cottoB,liai>>>^ 
hemp,  pay  different  rates  of  duty.    Diffieultiea  ^ 
quently  oecnr,  in  determining  the  dutie^  to  voja 
such  articles  are  subject.    The  protisioa  in  the  tir£ 
that  the  duty  upon  articles  composed  of  vahoai  ^ 
terials  shall  be  regulated  by  the  material  of  chief  ^ilsf 
of  which  it  is  composed,  is  produetive  of  freqao^ 
barraasment  and  much  inconvenience.    It  ia^  ^ 
fore,  respectfully  submitted,  that  all  articles  com^ 
of  wool,  cotton,  flax,  hemp,  or  ailk,  or  of  which  0^ ' 
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hoie  materitb  u  a  component  ptrt,  bo  subject  to  a 
loty  of  twentj-five  per  cent,  ad  Talorem.  The  duties 
ipon  glass  and  paper,  upon  iron  and  lead,  and  upon 
tU  articles  composed  of  the  two  latter  materials,  may 
ilso  be  increased  with  a  ^iew  to  the  augmentation  of 
:he  revenue.  In  all  these  cases,  except  articles  com- 
)osed  of  silk,  it  is  probable  that  the  eOect  of  the  pro- 
)08ed  augmentation  of  duties  will  gradually  lead  to  an 
imple  auppij  of  those  articles  from  our  domestic  man- 
ifactures.  It  is,  howerer,  presumed,  that  the  revenue 
wiM  continue  to  be  augmented  by  the  proposed  altera- 
ioDs  in  the  tariff,  until  the  public  debt  shall  have  been 
edeemed;  after  which  the  public  expenditure,  in  time 
/peace,  will  be  diminished  to  the  extent  of  the  sink- 
Dg  fund,  which  is  at  present  #10,000,000.  But,  if, 
ontrary  to  present  anticipations,  the  proposed  aug- 
oenUition  of  duties  should,  before  the  public  debt  be 
edeemed,  produce  a  diminution  of  the  revenue  arising 
rom  the  importation  of  those  articles,  a  corresponding, 
f  not  a  greater  augmentation,  may  be  confidently  ex- 
ecied  upon  other  articles  imported  into  the  United 
States.  This  supposition  rests  upon  the  two-fold  con- 
ietion,  that  foreign  articles,  nearly  equal  to  the  value 
f  the  domestic  exports,  will  be  imported  and  consumed, 
nd  that  the  substitution  of  particular  classes  of  do- 
ie«Uc  articles  for  those  of  foreign  nations,  not  only 
oes  not  necessarily  diminish  the  value  of  domestic 
xports,  but  usually  tends  to  increase  that  value." 

Thus  it  is,  the  subject  is  presented  to  us,  and 
ustained,  in  truth,  by  the  master  spirits  of  the 
\nd.  Are  gentlemen  indisposed  to  bow  to  the 
rill  of  the  people?  I  imagine  not;  they  know  too 
rell  their  power.  But  they  controvert  the  exist- 
Qce  of  that  will.  This  is  a  mere  matter  of  fact, 
i^hich  will  most  certainly  be  developed,  if  not 
low,  hereafter,  by  the  efficient  principles  of  our 
^presentative  system.  But,  if  they  will  not  hea  rken 
)  what  we  believe  to  be,  at  this  time,  the  voice 
f  the  people,  have  they  lost  that  confidence,  so 
istly  due  to  the  Executive,  or  the  head  of  the 
'reasury  Department  ?  Can  they  possibly  mis- 
:)nceire  their  sentiments,  so  deliberately  formed, 
iid  solemnly  expressed,  not  as  the  fleeting  ebul- 
tious  of  the  moment,  but  to  be  preserv^,  and 
anded  down  to  posterity,  amidst  the  sacred  ar- 
lires  of  our  Government?  Gentlemen  who  are 
le  real  friends  to  the  Adminbtration.  will  cer- 
tioly  prefer  to  yield  the  argument,  and  pause  be- 
*re  they  display  that  temerity  and  determination 
^purpose,  which  would  lead  them  to  impute  in- 
Qcerity  to  either  of  those  distinguished  citizens. 

so,  what  is  the  irresistible  conclusion?  That 
^ere  is  a  concurrence  of  opinion  between  the 
resident  of  the  United  States  and  the  Secretary 
:  the  Treasury,  that  an  increase  of  duty,  by  a 
tdicious  revision  of  the  tariff,  is  not  only  politic 
'  regards  the  seneral  welfare,  but  essential  to  the 
e^tervation  of  our  national  bonor,  the  redemp- 
)ii  of  our  plighed  faith,  the  payment  of  our  debts. 
Those  are  the  avowed  and  real  objects  of  the 
Ivocates  of  this  measure.  They  believe  and  con* 
nd,  that  the  immediate  effect  will  be  an  increase 

the  revenue,  without  inflicting  the  slightest 
9und  upon  any  particular  section  or  essential 
terest  of  our  country.  But,  on  the  contrary,  that 
i  gradual  (not  the  "  hot  bed'')  encouragement 
d  protection  which  would  be  afforded  by  it  to 


the  agricultural  and  manufacturing  portion  of  our 
citizens,  would  diffuse  the  comforts  and  blessings 
of  life,  enhance  the  general  prosperity,  augment 
our  capacity  to  consume,  and  produce  a  corres- 
ponding demand,  not  only  for  the  surplus  produc- 
tions of  our  own,  but  foreisn  countries. 

The  reality,  however,  of  these  fond  and  pleas- 
ing prospects  is  denied,  and  represented  as  the 
''chimerical  dreams"  of  a  wild  and  disordered 
fancy.  This  difference  of  opinion,  our  respective 
efforts  are  intended  to  reconcile.  Splendid  theo- 
ries on  political  economy  have  been  relied  on  as 
conducting  us  to  truth. 

But  the  real  question  is,  not  which  of  them, 
considered  in  the  abstract,  is  most  just,  but  whether 
we,  as  an  independent  nation,  with  a  full  know* 
ledge  of  the  practice,  the  actual  condition  and 
regulations  of  foreign  governments,  will  adopt  the 
principle  of  free  trade  and  unrestricted  commerce, 
or  adhere  to,  and  gradually  extend  in  self-defence, 
the  discriminating  and  restrictive  policy  hitherto 
successfully  pursued,  not  only  by  our  own,  but 
every  other  civilized  commercial  Power  in  the 
world  ? 

There  are  remarkable  facts,  Mr.  Chairman, 
relative  to  this  subject,  which,  of  themselves,  with 
practical  men,  seem  to  me  sufficient  to  prostrate 
the  most  celebrated  and  brilliant  theories.  Those 
are  lessons  drawn  from  the  only  unerring  sources 
of  wisdom — the  experience  of  mankind.  England 
has  been  dazzled,  and  amused,  and  flattered,  per- 
haps in  some  respects  edified,  by  the  extraordinary 
genius  of  her  Smith;  France  her  Say  and  Tracy, 
who,  according  to  their  respective  admirers,  rank 
hiffhest  in  the  long  list  of  political  economists. 
We  have  also  Ricardo,  Raymond,  and  a  host  of 
others,  all  ''  honorable"  ana  learned  men.  display- 
ing their  research  and  varied  talent.  Their  pro- 
ductions have  met  the  public  eye,  some  have 
sained  their  admiration ;  indeed,  a  mighty  Power, 
Russia,  has  been  so  far  misled,  by  specious  doc- 
trines, as  recently  to  have  ventured  their  adoption. 
No  sooner,  however,  was  the  desperate  effort  made, 
even  by  the  most  powerful  of  modern  despots,  by 
Alexander,  "  t^e  Deliverer,"  than  ruin  and  devas- 
tation followed  in  the  train ;  and,  with  his  usual 
energy,  he  speedily  "delivers"  himself  and  his 
empire  from  the  destructive  consequences  of  his 
fatal  error.  In  retracing  his  steps,  his  reputation 
for  prudence  and  forecast  demanded,  and  there 
was,  in  some  way,  produced,  the  most  able  expo- 
sition of  his  motives  and  reasons  for  his  prompt 
return  to  the  position  occupied  by  other  nations. 
No  other  on  earth  has  ever  attempted  the  rash  ex- 
periment. Thus  far  shah  thou  so,  and  no  further, 
then  appears  to  be  the  inevitable  fate  of  theorists 
on  this  subject.  The  great  source  of  their  error, 
it  appears  to  me,  is,  that  they  have  been  mere  the- 
orists, devoted  exclusively  to  literature,  with  minds 
too  sublimated,  and  refined,  and  abstracted  from 
the  habits  and  practice  of  this  world,  to  follow  a 
beaten  track.  Ambitious,  too,  to  be  distinguished 
as  the  founders  of  new  scnools  of  political  econo- 
my, contemplating  man  as  arrived  at  that  state  of 
perfection  of  which  his  nature  is  susceptible,  and 
failing  to  observe^  with  sufficient  accuracy,  the 
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different  stages  of  his  progress,  they  assumed  their 
principles,  and  advise  their  application,  alike  to  ( 
the  demi-sayage  and  the  civilized ;  unmindful ; 
thai  they  are  in  each  grade,  the  creatures  of  habit 
and  of  education ;  surrounded  by  their  prejudices 
and  their  passions,  and  a  thousand  other  peculiar 
circumstances,  that  inyariablv  control  their  ac- 
tions ;  and  that  no  one  princifMe  or  rule  is  equally 
well  adapted  to  each.  The  happiest  test  of  those 
principles,  indeed,  a  conclusive  evidence  of  their 
correctness,  would  be  the  general  conviction,  and 
practical  conversion  of  mankind  into  one  great 
family  of  brethren ;  united  by  the  same  interest, 
the  same  feelings,  co-operating  in  the  glorious  pur- 
suit and  promotion  ot  their  common  happiness. 
That  this  proof  will  ever  be  afforded,  cannot  be 
imagined,  even  as  a  fond  delusion. 

So  lon^,  then,  as  individuals  and  communities 
remain  distinct  and  independent,  exclusive  power, 
wealth,  and  honor,  will  be  the  objects  of  ambition ; 
and  a  sacrifice  of  principle,  reason,  and  justice, 
will  be  too  often  made  the  means  of  obtaining 
them.  In  this  sacrifice,  we  behold,  it  is  true,  the 
imperfections  of  human  nature.  Tne  philanthro- 
pist mourns  over  the  picture,  and  would  rejoice 
in  his  capacity  to  correct  it.  He  even  derives  a 
consolation  from  the  prospect  of  doing  so,  how- 
ever faint.  But  the  nractical  statesman,  whilst 
his  feelings,  and  his  nopes,  and  his  efforts,  are 
warmly  enlisted  in  its  accomplishment,  must  ad- 
mit that  his  imperious  duty  requires  that  he  should 
weigh  well  the  circumstances  under  which  he 
acts,  and  use  the  utmost  caution,  lest  he  should,  in 
attempting  to  extend  the  efforts  of  individuals,  or 
his  country,  weaken  the  motive,  and  lessen,  per^ 
haps  destroy  their  efforts — ^for  nations  are  justly 
assimilated  to  individuals — each  require  stimu- 
lants to  action.  Power,  wealth,  honor,  public 
fame,  civil  liberty,  our  country,  familv,  and  friends, 
are  certainly  the  most  efficient.  The  patriot  de- 
votes himself  to  their  acquisition  and  protection. 
They  are  dearest  to  him,  and  demand  at  least  his 
first  attention.  Secure  in  their  enjoyment,  the 
sphere  of  his  affections  may  be  enlarged,  and  em- 
brace the  universe.  Were  our  powers  as  unlim- 
ited as  our  philanthropy,  we  might  inquire,  What 
shall  we  do  to  benent  the  world?  But,  as  we 
can  only  leg[islate  for  ourselves,  charity,  a  noble 
virtue,  is  said  to  begin  at  home ;  and  we  must 
content  ourselves,  so  far  at  least  as  our  acts  ex- 
tend, to  limit  oar  inquiry  to,  What  is  our  soundest 
policy  ? 

Have  we  no  national  beacons,  no  American 
lights,  on  this  subject  ?  Do  not  the  acts  of  our 
ancestors,  and  those  distinguished  sages  and  pa- 
triotSj  wno  have  contributed  so  largely  to  our 
happiness  and  elevation  as  a  people^  and  their 
wisdom,  the  result  of  experience,  which  deserve 
and  receive  our  unbounded  eulogy  and  applause 
on  other  subjects,  afford  no  information  on  this? 
Are  we  dependent  upon  foreigners,  even  for  Just 
sentiments  on  political  economy?  You^  Mr. 
Chairman,  and  this  committee,  will  readily  re- 
spond to  these  questions — that  we  are  assuming 
new  principles.  The  proposition,  distinctly  un- 
derstood, is  nothing  more  than  an  extension  of 


that  system,  which  was  deemed  esseatiil,  vA 
adopted,  from  the  commeneenkent  of  our  Goven- 
ment.  The  wisdom  and  policy  of  which  he 
been  most  ably  vindicated  in  the  celebrated  report 
of  Mr.  Hamilton,  one  of  those  Americaa  lumina- 
ries, whose  talents  and  literary  acqaimnents.  c 
least,  remain  unquestioned,  and  have,  moreorer. 
received  the  sanction  of  every  other  distinguiflied 
patriot  we  can  boast  of. 

And  it  is  to  me  perfectly  astonishios  that  the 
first  acts  of  our  Government,  passed  by  thefnmcn 
of  our  Constitution,  who,  it  may  be  iairlj  pI^ 
sumed,  understood,  and  were  not  dispoKd  to  tni- 
scend  their  legitimate  powers,  should,  at  this  dai 
and  on  this  occasion,  tor  the  first  time,  be  coojti- 
ered  as  in  direct  hostility  to  that  sacred  oM 
ment.  Yet,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  it  is  m 
less  true,  that  objection  has  heea  made,  and  sen- 
ously  pressed — ^b«cause,  forsooth,  the  CoostitstioB 
does  not  specify  a  manufacturing  committee,  oi 
declare,  expressly,  you  shall  have  power  U)  pes 
laws  protecting  your  domestic  industry.  Tottk 
I  answer,  that  the  acts  of  our  Gkivemmeat.  tni 
its  continued  policy,  are  contemporaneous  isJ 
conclusive  constructions,  not  only  of  oar  povers 
but  ought,  in  the  humble  estimation  of  him  vk 
addresses  you,  to  be  equally  satisfactory  ts  to  t^ 
propriety  of  the  measure.  A  course  of  poiiq 
thus  universally  admitted  and  sanctioned  V ''^^ 
adoption  of  every  civilized  nation,  most  be  coo- 
sonant  to  truth,  and  founded  on  himian  fittuR- 

What  is  the  basis  of  this  policy  1  The  Ub(<r 
of  the  country.  It  is  admitted  to  constitute  t» 
wealth,  strength,  and  dignity  of  a  nation.  Tkif 
is  equally  apparent,  if  we  contemplate  maoiot 
state  of  nature,  enjoying  the  first  traits  or  bias- 
ings of  society,  or  advanced  to  the  utmost  poifi^i^ 
civilization  or  refinement  True,  in  his  ortfffltj 
state,  he  has  but  few  wants.  His  desires  are  Imtd 
to  food,  protection  from  the  elements^nd  liief^i' 
ification  of  his  animal  propensities.  The  iec(s$itf 
for  his  exertion  is  measurabljr  enhanced  ordinus- 
ished  by  the  adventitious  circumstances  of  !>• 
birth — the  climate  or  position  on  this  earth,  vberr 
his  destiny  has  placed  him.  But  wherereTii<^ 
found,  the  same  universal  law  of  nature,  io^ 
the  perpetuity  of  his  species,  prompts  bio  o*^ 
or  less  forcibly  to  society ;  as  the  comforts  ''* 
enjoyments  of  life  are  purchased  by  printi:^^^ 
the  transition  is  natural,  from  their  pc^sessioo-^' 
the  desire  and  right  to  appropriate  then  ^f] 
sively  to  our  use.  The  protection  of  that  ris- 
from  violence,  leads  to  Uie  social  coopx^^ 
government,  to  that  modification  and  perfec^*^ 
of  civil  liberty,  by  which  the  dearest  ties  of -'^ 
sanguinity  and  affection,  all  the  tender  relit*'^ 
and  symoathies  of  life,  are  strengthened  aod  * 
fined,  and  preserved,  as  the  great  moving prin^'l^ 
of  our  most  laudable  and  magnammoos  «a^ 
Susceptible  of  pleasure  and  of  pain,  eternal  vuti^ 
has  bountifully  spread  before  us  the  means  o^ 
fjing  the  one,  and  alleviating  the  other ;  aecj|>f 
nied,  however,  with  the  express  condition,  ''^^ 
sweat  of  thy  brow  shalt  thou  live."  Thi*  '■'^J^ 
table  decree  ought  not  to  be  considered  *^^^ 
ing  from  our  enjoyments.    Idleness  is  )afi^^ 
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be  the  root  of  evil.  The  reverse  of  the  propott- 
tioD  is  equally  trae — that  emplofment  is  the  source 
of  happiness  or  good.  Hence  the  value  of  labor 
is  felt  aad  perceived  with  the  origin  of  the  human 
race-from  the  foundation  of  society.  Its  exist- 
ence and  prosperity  entirely  depend  upon  it.  A 
cer&io  density  and  extent  of  population  is  requi- 
site to  insure  the  perpetuity  and  happiness  of  a 
gofernment  or  people.  And^  althougn  it  would 
beirrele?tnt  to  enter  into  a  minute  inquiry  on  that 
sobject,  it  may  with  safety  be  affirmed  that  an 
JDcresLse  of  our  numbers  in  the  United  States 
would  add  to  oar  strength  and  dignity. 

Is  tbe  tariff  calculated  to  increase  our  popula- 
tioD-^D  other  words,  will  our  inducements  to 
labor  be  augmented  ?  To  *<  increase  and  multi- 
ply" is  a  Divine  injunction,  imolanted  in  our  na- 
tures, aod  contained  in  Holy  Writ.  Nothing  but 
dire  necessity,  the  artificial  wants,  and  habits  of 
societv,  retard  its  fulfilment.  The  firmest  bonds 
of  order,  the  harmony  and  delights  of  civil  insti- 
iQtiona,  the  whole  compass  of  our  blessings,  our 
earthly  enjoyments^ — spring  from  our  domestic 
circles. 

The  people  must  be  rendered  happy  and  con- 
tented there,  or  disaflfection  to  the  Government  it- 
self may  be  expected.  In  the  progress  of  human 
intellect  and  experience  it  was  seen  that  a  mere 
f^Mimu  was,  in  the  scale  of  human  happiness, 
io^itely  beneath  a  comfortable  existence.  That 
the  former  might  be  obtained  by  tilling  the  earth 
ud  exercising  the  arts  in  their  incipient  stages, 
fiat  the  latter,  including  the  embellishments  of 
lift,  reqoired  a  more  minute,  improved,  and  per- 
fect Juiowiedge  of  the  arts,  combined  with  science ; 
and  tJiat  every  operatioa,  however  simple,  was 
tendered  much  more  powerful  and  efl&oient  by  the 
exclasive  attention  of  those  engaged  in  tnem. 
Hence  the  diversity  of  occupations  and  pursuits, 
the  great  divisions  of  civilized  man  into  agricul- 
turists and  manufacturers,  or  artisans,  and  those 
deToted  to  scientific  researches.  The  farmer  sup- 
plf lag  the  manufacturer  with  food  and  raw  roa- 
terial»-~the  latter  returning  him  in  exchange  an 
sqoiralent  in  articles  newly  created  as  it  were  by 
ius  skill  and  ingenuity — each  contributing  a  por- 
ion  of  their  manual  labor  to  him  whose  head  and 
leart  is  employed  in  collating  and  extending  the 
movledge  of  mMikind,  and  furnishing  those  rich 
'epasts  of  fancy — ^the  luxuries  of  the  imagination 
-ihns  efifecting  the  comfortable  existence  and 
prosperity  of  every  class,  and  evincing  most  clearly 
heir  mutual  and  necessary  dependence.  If  the 
me  refuses  to  receive  of  the  other  the  respective 
vodaets  of  their  labor,  by  what  other  means  are 
hey  to  be  obtained  ? 

Your  neighbor  may  be  supplied  with  the  arti- 
les  you  pnxluce.  They  are  perishable,  and  you 
re  anxious  to  realize  their  value.  You  are  d  ri  ven 
>  the  alternative  to  witness  their  destruction,  or 
sek  a  more  distant  market.  The  intercourse  of 
tan  IS  thus  extended.  They  acquire  a  knowledge 
f  their  mutual  wants  and  sources  of  suppW,  and 
ly  the  foundation  of  a  more  extended  or  foreign 
»mmerce,  embracing  ultimately  an  interchange 
t  the  various  productions  of  every  clime.    To 


produce  successfully,  however,  requires  our  con- 
stant attention. 

You  cannot  abandon  your  farm  or  the  loom  to 
transport  to  a  distance,  and  negotiate  the  ex- 
change; you  may  not  possess  the  knowledge  or 
pecuniary  means  to  do  it  advantageously^.  A 
separate  and  distinct  class  of  the  community  is 
suggested,  even  by  economy  itself.  The  carrier 
intervenes.  He  must,  in  his  turn,  derive  his  pro- 
fit or  support  from  his  n^w  employment.  As  his 
labor  is  intended  for  your  benefit,  he  demands  a 
conipensation  for  freight,  and  commission  for  ne- 
gotiating the  exchange.  He  acquires  capital, 
consisting  not  only  in  the  equivalent  received 
froni  his  employer,  but  credit,  or  that  confidence 
in  his  integrity,  that  he  will  continue  with  fidelity 
to  dp  that  which  he  has  hitherto  faithfully  per- 
formed. Thus  situated,  he  becomes  ambitious  to 
advance  his  fortune,  and,  from  the  humble  carrier 
of  our  produce,  the  mere  negotiator  of  exchange, 
he  assumes  a  more  commanding  attitude;  styles 
himself  merchant,  buys  and  sells,  sometimes,  the 
product  of  your  labor,  but  more  frequently,  is  ex- 
clusively engaged  in  purchasing  and  retailing 
that  of  foreigners;  and  in  the  latter  prosecuting 
an  unnatural  warfare,  as  I  conceive,  upon  that 
very  portion  of  our  citizens  to  whom  he  is  in- 
debted for  his  wealth  and  consequence.  To  facili- 
tate exchange,  a  standard  of  value  became  neces- 
sarv ;  money,  or  the  precious  metals,  by  the  gen- 
eral assent  of  man,  is  resorted  to  as  best  adapted 
to  that  object — an  expedient,  which  may  be  con- 
sidered as  the  mighty  lever  by  which  the  compli- 
cated machinery  of  our  earthly  operatioiis  is  pro- 
pelled-—a  most  powerful  agent  in  effecting  good 
or  evil.  An  intercourse  with  different  sections  of 
our  own  and  foreign  nations  affords  a  knowledge 
of  their  varied  productions  and  their  wan ts.  Some 
stipply  the  substantials,  others  the  delicacies  of 
life.  Variety  is  pleasing,  and  is,  therefore,  in  de- 
mand. The  merchant,  from  experience,  antici- 
pates our  propensities,  speculates  upon  our  future 
wants,  and,  oy  means  of  capital  and  credit,  sup- 
plies and  gratifies  them.  Whilst  contented  with 
a  moderate  profit,  and  engaged  in  the  purchase 
and  disposal  of  our  surplus,  and  returning  that  of 
others  m  exchange,  pursuing  thus  his  real  busi- 
ness, as  a  faithful  agent,  we  feel  our  gratitude, 
and  acknowledge  he  aids  in  promoting  our  pros- 
perity. But,  so  soon  as  avarice  prompts  him  to 
link  his  destiny  with  foreign  establishments,  to 
the  destruction  of  our  own,  I  at  least  must  be  par- 
doned, if  I  do  not  greet  him  as  the  greatest  bene- 
factor, the  prop  of  this  Qovernment.  We  have 
hitherto  been  taught  that  agriculture,  manufac- 
tures, and  commerce,  were  so  intimately  connec- 
ted, that  they  must  necessarily  rise,  flourish,  and 
decay,  together;  such  is  the  general  sentiment, 
fotinded  on  experience;  yet  it  would  seem,  if  gen- 
tlemen are  correct  in  the  positions  they  have 
taken,  that  this  conclusion  is  erroneous. 

*'  The  full  tide  of  successful  experiment "  with 
which  our  country  has  been  blessed,  attended 
with  the  most  peculiar  and  extraordinary  circum- 
stances that  ever  did,  or  will,  perhaps,  to  all  eter- 
nity, again  exist,  is  the  great  source  of  their  error 
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on  this  subject.  Our  Revolution  called  into  ac- 
tion the  finer  feelings,  and  all  the  energies  of  the 
human  soul,  developed  its  full  powers,  and  exhib- 
ited the  brightest  examples  of  self-devotion  to  the 
general  good ;  civil  liberty  was  firmly  fixed  on  its 
surest  basis,  the  public  will ;  man  rose  in  all  the 
majesty  of  his  nature.  Flushed  with  victory  and 
independence,  conscious  of  his  strength,  secure  in 
the  enjoyment  of  his  labor,  the  country  abounding 
in  soil  unlimited  almost  in  extent  and  fertility, 
each  individual  invited  to  appropriate  a  portion 
of  it  to  his  use,  and  become  ^Mord  of  the  soil;" 
our  citizens  embrace  with  enthusiasm  the  propi- 
tious moment,  and,  by  their  exertions,  exhibit  a 
population,  multiplying  and  advancing  in  civili- 
zation to  an  astonishing  degree. 

Agriculture  and  commerce  were  destined  to 
flourish,  and  keep  pace  with  our  increasing  num- 
bers. But  they  received  an  additional  and  un- 
common impulse  from  the  peculiar  situation  of 
the  world.  It  was  almost  literally  in  arms. 
War  and  destruction  was  the  order  of  the  day. 
The  strugffle  was  desperate,  and  of  long  contin- 
uance. Tne  arts  of  peace  were  n^lected.  The 
ploughshare  had  been  exchanged  for  the  sword. 
Our  happy  exemption  from  the  calamities  of  war 
enabled  us  to  become,  not  only  the  producers,  but 
the  carriers  of  the  belligerents.  The  state  of  war, 
however^  is  one  of  unnatural  excitement — ^it  must, 
necessarily,  sooner  or  later,  subside.  It  was  pro- 
tracted, but  peace  was  at  length  restored;  the 
warrior  engages  in  the  pursuits  of  civil  life,  and 
supplies  his  own  wants.  We  profited  by  his  mis- 
fortunes ;  but  the  reaction  was  so  powerful,  as  to 
make  the  period  of  returning  peace,  to  us,  as 
dreadful^  as  had  been  the  '<  tug  of  war  "  to  them. 

America,  therefore,  under  those  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances, furnishes  an  exception,  only,  to  the 
general  rule,  and  ou^ht  never  to  be  cited  and  re- 
lied on  as  an  unerring  precedent,  by  the  experi- 
enced and  reflecting  politician^  except  to  prove 
the  existence  of  the  rule,  and  its  inflexibility,  at 
least,  to  every  earthly  power,  but  that  of  univer- 
sal liberty. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  there  be  the  semblance  of 
truth  in  the  remarks  submitted,  it  must  be  appa- 
rent that  commerce  deserves  the  protection  of^our 
Government,  as  the  handmaid  to  agriculture  and 
manufactures  only,  and  not  the  /biMMto^ion,  as  gen- 
tlemen assert,  of  national  wealth  and  prosperity, 
but  a  mere  auxiliary,  in  the  application  of  our 
industry. 

The  fish^ies  may  pjossibly  be  considered  as  an 
exception  to  this  position ;  but,  even  in  that  pur- 
suit, the  toil  of  tne  fisherman  is  distinctly  sepa- 
rated from  the  office  of  the  carrier.  It  also  follows 
as  a  necessary  consequence  that  our  internal  com- 
merce, or  an  exchange  of  our  mutual  and  domes- 
tic labor,  is  by  far  the  most  important.  Indeed, 
the  materials  and  sum  of  national  happiness  and 
independence  must  necessarily  be  composed  of 
articles  and  labor  within  the  country.  The  vari- 
ety of  soil  and  climate  and  their  productions 
evince  the  power,  wisdom,  and  goodness,  of  their 
Creator,  and  add  to  the  luxuries  of  life.  But,  as 
to  the  essentials,  they  are  always  placed  within 


the  immediate  neighborhood  of  inan.  Emfkf • 
ment  or  labor  then  being  the  oalyfoondattoak 
a  nation's  wealth  and  greatness,  it  is  the  impes- 
ous  duty  of  those  who  are  the  guardiuisof  tb« 
blessings  to  cherish  and  protect  their  source.  Osr 
feelings,  our  sympathies,  are  natiooal->tiiey  ait 
common  to  mankind.  Upon  them  we  hare  hiik- 
erto,  and  I  trust  will  ever  act,  whilst  patmusn  is 
a  virtue.  The  efiects  have  been  most  ahtary. 
Our  merchants,  our  cotton  and  sagu  pbnteR. 
from  the  earliest  period  of  our  Govemmeat,  bin 
experienced  the  peculiar  favor  and  proiectioficf 
its  laws — ^no  objection  was  made  to  thdr  coast- 
tutionality  or  propriety.  Are  they  now  oomi^ 
ful  of  those  benefits  conferred  ?  Can  tbejr  possihiT 
deny  that  their  prosperity  is  to  be  attiibated  k 
that  protection  ?  Can  the  merchant  seriously  eofr 
tend  that  our  commerce  in  its  infancy  coold  ban 
competed  with  that  of  England  withoat  discrsh 
inating  and  tonnage  duties,  or  that  his  eis^- 
ment  and  his  profits  would  have  been  as  greu 
without  them ;  or  that  his  wealth,  his  infloeBct 
and  his  happiness,  has  not  been  thereby  greatly 
augmented  ?  The  same  inquiries  might  be  msik 
of  the  cotton  grower  and  the  sugar  planler.  Hik 
not  our  labors  been  protected  and  aconiagei 
even  to  the  exclusion  of  foreign  compeiitioo ;  aa^ 
does  not  your  unexampled  prosperity  attest  ik 
wisdom  of  the  measure  ?  Candor  funisbe?  On 
only  reply.  If  such  have  been  the  happfcocse- 
quences  of  the  restrictive  system,  as  a^ed  u 
commerce  and  the  planter,  by  what  tnia  of  i^ 
soning  or  rule  of  justice  do  they  now  so  Tioleath 
oppose  its  gradual  extension,  to  embrace  and  pR- 
mote  the  interest,  prosperity,  and  happiness,  a 
the  farmer  or  grain  grower,  the  mechanic,  or  ma:- 
ufacturer?  Ours  is  a  Government  based  opa 
the  equality  of  roan.  Here  no  distinction  o|^; 
to  exist.  Have  they  not  equal  rights,  and  endued 
to  equal  privileges  1  Are  they  to  be  foterer  dt 
fflected,  and  treated  as  the  ''hewers  of  voodaoa 
drawers  of  water"  to  the  more  opulent  p«^ 
of  our  community  ?  True  policy  and  jostke  \«' 
bid  it ;  and  that  justice  will  be  done ;  it  most  ot 
will  be  obtained  sooner  or  later.  But  it  n  sk 
this  measure  will  "  sweep  our  commerce  froo  ^ 
ocean,  and  destroy  the  only  source  of  oor  i^ 
enue."  How  an  increase  of  the  very  elcaie9^<" 
commerce — the  raw  materials  and  manoftfoi^ 
articles  of  a  country — ^is  to  destroy  it,  is  peiff »f 
inexplicable.  And  if  our  revenue  is  derived iros 
duties  on  foreign  articles,  an  augm«itati<9  ^ 
those  duties  would  necessarily  produce  a  corre- 
sponding accession  to  the  revenue,  if  the  >^ 
amount  should  be  consumed.  This  being  ^ 
evident,  declamation  has  been  powerfully  dirtcR^ 
to  prove,  if  possible,  that  the  proposed  duties  >i^ 
enormous,  and  that  a  frightful  diminatioo  i&^ 
imports  is  to  be  the  consequence.  What,  i>^' 
ever,  is  the  fact  ?  An  averase  increase  of  i^ 
ten  per  cent,  is  proposed,  l&d  the  zeal  aD<i  ^ 
ent  of  eentlemen  kept  pace  with  it,  oalf  tes  F 
cent,  of  their  inexhaustible  store  of  those  ^ 
wrought  materials  would  have  been  thiovi'^^ 
competition  with  our  truly  domestic  ad^^ 
spun  sentiments  on  this  subject. 
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Bat  is  it  really  to  be  presumed  that  those  (iisas- 
troQs  effects  are  immediately  to  be  produced? 
Can  it  be  possible  that  the  whole  capital  employed 
in  the  mercantile  pursuits  and  foreign  manufac- 
mring  establishments,  are  to  be  diverted  from 
their  accustomed  channels,  and  dwindle  and  de- 
cay, or  seek  for  other  sources  of  employment,  in 
coosequence  of  this  measure?  Such  enects  can- 
not seriously  be  contemplated.  A  diminution  of 
ten  per  cent,  of  their  extraordinary  profits,  is  the 
only  plausible  position  they  can  take.  We  con- 
tend it  is  unfounded  as  relates  to  our  merchants 
and  their  commerce,  and  if  the  effect  is  produced 
on  foreign  capital  and  their  establishments,  it  is 
but  iostice  and  reciprocity.  What  they  lose,  we 
shall  gain.  It  is  believed  that  our  citizens  possess, 
in  eTcry  respecL  an  equal  capacity,  a  nobleness  of 
spirit,  and  haroy  enterprise,  elevated  by  a  coo^ 
seioos  pride  of  liberty,  and  the  peculiar  blessings 
of  our  Government,  which  enable  them  to  sur- 
mount every  difficulty,  and  compete,  successfully. 
with  any  others  upon  earth,  when  placed  on  equal 
grounds.  Yet,  impossibilities  ought  not  to  be  ex- 
pected or  required.  Is  it  not  right  to  facilitate 
their  progress?  Shall  we  compel  them  to  enter 
ihe  Ibts,  and  contend  against  tnat  frightful  odds 
of  capital  and  skill,  so  great,  so  perfected,  and 
matured,  by  England,  for  instance,  in  her  manu- 
facturing establishments  ?  Why  shall  we  hesitate 
10  afford  them  that  protection  which  England 
herself  persists  in?  Shall  we,  Quixotic  like,  in 
despite  of  experience,  continue  to  calculate  on  a 
change  in  her  system,  or  that  of  any  other  great 
or  ambitious  Power  on  earth?  No;  they  will 
adhere  to  them  as  Ions  as  love  of  country,  selfish- 
ness, individual  wealth,  and  power,  are  tne  ruling 
passions  of  mankind. 

Depend  upon  it,  Mr.  Chairman,  they  are  not  to 
be  induced  to  relinquish,  tamely,  the  sources  of 
their  national  aggrandizement.  To  what  a  pin- 
nacle of  earthly  grandeur  has  not  England  at- 
tained by  her  protecting  policy !  Her  influence  is 
felt  throughout  the  globe.  Sue  waves  her  trident 
orer  every  sea.  She  has  been  represented  as  fight- 
ing even  for  "  her  existence;"  indeed,  falsely  styled 
the  ^^  bulwark  of  our  religion,"  because  or  her  re- 
sistance to  a  mighty  Power,  her  neighbor ;  dread- 
ing niore  its  counteracting  policy  as  respected  its 
national  industry,  the  shuttle  and  the  loom^  than 
the  military  supremacy  of  France.  From  it,  her 
"wooden  walls"  would  forever  have  protected 
her. 

But  the  example  of  a  mighty  competitor  in  the 
arts  wasL  indeed,  to  them  a  hideous  spectre.  But 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Gk>RBAM) 
^  contended  that  the  politicians  of  Europe  have 
become  enlightened  ana  convinced  by  Smith  and 
Sa^,  and  other  theorists,  that  they  have  hitherto 
erred,  and  would  willingly,  if  they  could,  abandon 
their  systems  of  monopoly  and  restriction.  The 
recent  examples  of  Russia  and  France,  conclu- 
sively prove  that  this  is  mere  delusion.  The  lat- 
ter nation  affords  the  most  astonishing^  evidence 
of  the  inherent  resources,  the  self-creating  power 
'jf  a  people,  when  properly  directed. 

Arms  bad  been  her  profession ;  war,  with  all 


its  horrors  and  privations,  had  attended  her  for 
more  than  twenty  years ;  she  was  at  length  hum- 
bled to  the  dust,  by  the  most  powerful  combina- 
tion of  "  Holy  Allies  "  that  ever  existed :  her 
martial  spirit  broken ;  the  country  filled  with  for- 
eign bayonets,  imposing  the  most  oppressive  exac- 
tions— their  hundred  millions  of  indemnity.  The 
sun  of  their  glory  was  considered  as  having  set 
forever.  But  there,  and  under  those  disastrous 
circumstances,  the  energies  of  the  nation  are 
aroused,  and  directed  by  a  practical  statesman, 
Chaptal,  who,  relying  on  experience,  develops  the 
great,  and  only  secret  of  national  wealth,  by  in- 
ducing, yes,  compelling  the  people,  by  a  rigid  and 
unbendinff  system  of  restriction,  to  go  to  work, 
and  supply  themselves  with  all  the  necessaries, 
and, .indeed,  the  luxuries  of  life;  in  other  words, 
he  completely  protected  the  labor  of  the  country, 
and  excludeu  foreign  competition.  The  nation  is 
renovated,  as  if  by  magic  ;  regains  its  grandeur, 
notwithstanding  the  temporary  blemish  on  its  es- 
cutcheon, and  reoccupies  its  former  dignified  and 
imposing  attitude,  amidst  surrounding  Powers; 
thus  exhibiting  the  immense  diflference  between 
plausible  theories  and  wise  practice  j  indeed,  dissi- 
pating the  former,  like  a  fleeting  mist  before  a  re- 
splendent sun.  To  the  practical  farmer  or  the 
head  of  a  family  those  eflects  are  far  less  wonder- 
ful, than  to  your  men  of  books,  your  authors. 
They  have  tieen  taught,  by  experience,  that  a 
''penny  saved"  is  a  ''penny  gained,"  and  that 
they  never  feel  so  independent,  grow  rich  so  fast, 
or  are  as  happy,  as  when  they  keep  their  families 
employed,  and  manufacture^  at  least,  their  neces- 
sary clothing,  and  supply  within  themselves  their 
wants,  as  far  as  possible.  There  is,  in  this  re- 
spect, between  a  private  family  and  a  Qovern- 
ment,  a  perfect  coincidence. 

Our  revenue,  they  contend,  is  to  be  lessened  and 
destroyed,  and  a  resort  to  direct  taxation  rendered 
necessary.  In  this  they  are  at  issue,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, as  I  conceive,  with  the  high  authorities 
cited,  the  President  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  the  consequences  of  our  former  acts, 
our  own  experience,  and  that  of  mankind.  They 
might,  witn  equal  propriety,  and  with  greater 
plausibility,  attempt  to  prove  that  the  revenue  of 
Kngland  was  lessened ;  her  weight  and  influence, 
her  gif;antic  power,  impaired  by  the  manufacturing 
estabhahments,  or  that  industry  and  economy  is 
the  road  to  ruin.  Our  revenue  must  ever  depend 
upon  our  ability  to  consume. 

I  again  appeal  to  those  who  have  witnessed  the 
efiects,  have  lived  in  the  neighborhood  of  factories, 
particularly  in  the  interior  of  our  country,  and 
ask — Do  they  not  create  a  demand  for  our  surplus 
produce  ?  Are  not  our  citizens  enabled,  by  the 
sale  of  their  raw  materials,  and  breadstuff*^  to  pro- 
cure, and  use  in  greater  abundance,  manutactured 
articles,  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of  life;  to  in- 
dulge a  lovely  daughter  with  a  Leghorn  bonnet 
or  a  Canton  crape ;  or  a  promising  son,  m  a  suit 
of  finest  cloth ;  and,  occasionally,  to  mellow  and 
soften  down  the  crudities  of  life,  and  heighten 
their  own  and  their  friends  enjoyment,  with  a 
drop  of  "  old  particular  ?"    Do  they  not  also  serve 
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as  an  asylam  for,  and  give  employment  to — yes, 
rescue  from  inevitable  destruction,  misery,  and 
want — the  poorer  classes  of  the  community,  espe- 
cially the  young  and  dependent  females,  and  in- 
crease their  ability  to  enjoy  and  consume  a  far 
greater  portion  of  foreign  articles  or  luxuries? 
Inch  is  the  effect.  And  it  is  thus  the  revenue  is 
enhanced. 

But  the  most  formidable  objection,  Mr.  Chair- 
maiK  remains  to  be  considered.  It  is,  that  the 
tarin  will  be  partial  in  its  operations,  and  directly 
hostile  to  commerce  and  the  interests  of  the  South. 
The  formation  of  our  Constitution  itself  is  the 
effect  of  compromise.  But  for  the  noble  spirit 
which  induced  our  ancestors  to  yield  a  portion  of 
their  peculiar  advantages  to  the  eeneral  fi;ood,  that 
monument  of  our  wisdom  would  never  have  been 
erected.  Its  blessings  can  only  be  diffused  by  the 
exercise  and  prevalence  of  similar  dispositions  in 
our  legislation. 

All  laws  are  in  some  decree  partial  in  their  op- 
eration ;  they  ought  certainly  to  be  equalized  as 
far  as  possible.  Those  imposing  discriminating 
and  tonnage  duties  are,  in  name,  exclusively  con- 
fined to  the  benefit  of  commerce,  the  duties  upon 
foreign  cottons  and  sugar,  to  the  planters.  Ac- 
cordmg  to  the  arguments  of  gentlemen,  they  are 
calculated  to  tax  "  the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the 
few,"  by  destroying  competition,  and  compellinff 
the  great  mass  of  farmers,  artisans,  &c.,  instead 
of  employing  those  who  will  "  work  cheapest,"  or 
purchasing  the  *' cheapest  cotton  goods"  or  sugar, 
to  rely  on  our  merchants  or  our  planters  for  sup- 
plies. Yet,  we  hear  no  complaints  from  them  on 
this  subject.  No  dread  of  monopoly,  or  repining 
at  the  prosperity  of  their  brethren  of  the  same 
family. 

All  we  ask  is  reciprocity,  equal  justice.  We 
are  obliged  to  use,  and  do  consume  immense 
quantities  of  the  foreign  articles  in  which  the 
merchant  deals,  and  the  cotton  and  sugar  of  the 
South. 

If  we  are  compelled,  in  consequence  of  protect- 
ing laws  in  their  favor,  to  pay  a  higher  price  for 
them,  and  do  not  complain,  but  feel  a  pride  in 
their  prosperity,  have  we  not  a  right  to  expect  the 
same  liberality,  the  same  sacrifices,  on  their  part? 
Ou^ht  they  to  murmur,  if  they  should  pay  a  similar 
additional  price  for  articles  composed  of  our  hemp, 
flax,  wool,  or  iron  ?  The  raising  of  cotton  and 
sugar  is  known  to  be  the  most  profitable  of  all 
pursuits.  Is  it  too  much,  then,  to  invite  them  to 
do  to  others  as  they  huve  been  done  by ;  to  mete 
out  to  us  a  less  measure  of  protection  than  they 
have  actuallv  received  for  years,  and  arc  now  en- 
joying? (The  present  duty  on  cotton  is  three 
cents  per  pound ;  we  only  propose  two  and  a  quarter 
on  hemp.)  Or  to  request  that  they  will  abandon 
the  stale  and  a  thousand  times  refuted  objection — 
''  the  taxing  of  the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the 
few?"  And,  furthermore,  to  recollect  that  the 
merchants  and  the  planters  do  not  compose  "the 
many,"  but,  comparatively,  "  the  few,"  of  our  citi- 
zens'? The  merchants,  however,  are  eulogized  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  as  being  the 
inost  ardent  friends  of  Government ! — the  collectors 


of  our  revenue,  furnishing  the  money— the sineri 
of  war — and  identified,  in  every  respect,  with  it 
existence  and  prosperity.  That  the^  are  iDstrc- 
ments  in  the  collection  of  our  revcDoe,  will  b^ 
be  controverted.  But,  that  the  consamer  actuaUt 
pay.s  and  furnishes  it,  through  the  merchaDta^ 
the  instrument  only,  is  so  distinctly  ondfr;^. 
as  not  to  require  a  waste  of  time  to  prore  Un- 
less their  goods  were  purchased  and  paid  for,  kw 
could  they  discharge  their  custom-house  tnods] 

Would  to  God  that  the  history  of  our  Reroli: 
tion  and  the  late  war  were  more  barren  of  fact 
and  sad  experience  on  this  branch  of  the  subject. 
that  they  did  not  furnish  examples  of  the  cos 
alarming  character  of  that  identity  of  interest  asi 
dependence  of  our  Government  upon  com(DeT^ 
and  commercial  men.  Let  me  ask,  Mr.  Cbai- 
man,  who  were  the  ardent  friends  and  sappcna! 
of  our  glorious  Revolutionary  struggle,  and  cf  lite 
late  war,  necessary  to  sustain  our  indepeoto 
and  our  honor  ?  By  whom  was  the  arm  of  Gcr 
emment  paralyzed  ?  Who  so  violendv  oppcd 
the  embargo,  and  every  restrictive  and  pn^^*- 
tory  measure,  threatening  and  advising  msxxsft 
and  a  dissolution  of  our  Union,  if  persisted  ia' 
And  after  we  had  passed  the  Rubicon,  and  acto^ 
declared  war,  still  continued  to  denounce  it  a*  cs- 
just,  unnatural,  and  wicked,  and  used  their  ouDoti 
efforts  to  defeat  its  succes^sful  terminatioB?  Tes. 
Mr.  Chairman,  at  the  darkest  period  of  oar  strug- 
gle, when  this  Capitol  was  in  flames,  and  it< 
smoke  threw  the  deepest  gloom  over  our  pobiid 
horizon,  and  our  present  Chief  Magistrate  n" 
driven  to  the  necessity  of  pledgine  his  priateif 
sponsibility,  his  public  character,  his  all,  toobo.: 
tne  means  of  wiping  off  that  foul  stain  oa  012I^ 
cutcheon — in  whose  hands  were  then  the  sin^ 
of  war,  the  purse-strings  of  the  nation?  ffff« 
thev  not  held  with  the  double  ^rasp  of  ann^ 
and  ambition  ?  Were  not  our  citizens  disaaiW 
from  loaning,  even  at  exorbitant  interest,  br  the 
sugg^tion,  that  a  succeeding  administratioowtw 
not  oe  bound  to  pay  money  advanced  i&sQcb' 
unrighteous  cause?  What  would  havebeeoot 
fate,  but  for  the  brilliant  victory  of  Orleans, is* 
from  mortal  ken.  On  that  glorious  day.  thevw 
of  our  arms,  the  interposition  of  Heaven,  dispew 
the  thick  cloud,  the  sun  of  liberty  burst  forth.  SS" 
shone  with  uncommon  splendor.  We  becaiKi^ 
animated,  and  confldencewas  restored.  Nop 
tion  of  the  preceding  observations  can  pos^^f 
apply  to  the  real  American  merchant  Tfae^<<^> 
indeed,  identified  with  the  nation  and  itsP! 
perity.  But  the  facility  with  which  capitu* 
transferred,  "  turned  over,"  in  the  language  of" 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and  the  iD(i9f 
ments,  indeed,  the  bounty  ofiered  by  our  U^'' 
the  shape  of  credits  and  drawbacks  on  inp^ 
tions,  and  their  exports,  has  attracted  hither  a  n> 
amount  of  foreign  capital,  foreign  agents.  ^-^ 
friends,  connexions,  and  secret  partners.  '^^. 
cannot  be  expected  to  feel  or  act  as  Am&^ 
They  would  even  sacrifice  the  GoveroiD«'® 
self  aggrandizement,  or  gladly  humble  it<^^ 
footstool  of  England. 

In  this  consists  the  great  danger  of  v^ 
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OD  foreigo  commerce  exclusively  for  revenue,  or 
resoriiog  to  loans  to  supplv  its  deficiencies ;  each 
afford  ao  opportUDity  for  the  creation  of  the  most 
peraicious  moneyed  aristocracy,  composed  of  be- 
ings who  will  entwine  themselves  around  our 
GorerDQient,  possess  its  stock,  influence  its  finan- 
ces, and  ultimately  control  its  destiny.  May  we 
loQg  be  protected  from  the  embraces  of  such  ar- 
dent friends.  But  it  is  stated,  that  we  are  at 
peace  with  all  the  world  ;  our  citizens  in  a  most 
flourishing  condition }  their  labor  richly  compen- 
sated; our  commerce  yielding  an  abundant  reve- 
oae  for  all  the  purposes  of  Government.  And 
they  ask,  why,  under  these  auspicious  circum- 
staoces,  is  this  measure  now  proposed  ?  Nothing 
is  more  common  or  easy  than  to  assume  pre- 
mises, and  then,  by  the  aid  of  zealous  declamation, 
draw  conclusions  with  apparent  triumph.  It  is 
true,  that  we  are  exemnt  from  the  horrors  of  war, 
and  would  enjoy  the  blessings  of  peace,  was  our 
policy  like  that  of  other  nations.  But  ours  is  a 
system  calculated  alone  for  the  raging  storm  of 
war,  not  the  sunshine  of  peace.  Gentlemen  must 
be  reminded  that  peace  pervades  also  that  portion 
of  the  foreign  world  with  whom  we  carry  on  our 
greatest  commerce ;  remarkably  profitable,  whilst 
they  fight;  but  in  times  of  peace  they  supply 
themselves. 

Eofland  or  France,  or  the  East  Indies,  the  na- 
lioDs  from  whom  we  obtain  our  foreign  manufac- 
tures and  other  supplies,  will  not  receive  from  us 
onr  produce  in  exchange.  They,  nor  either  of 
them,  will  permit  a  barrel  of  our  flour,  a  pound 
of  oar  meat,  or  domestic  spirits,  to  enter  their 
dommion?. 

They  are  absolutely  prohibited,  under  the  sever- 
est penalties.  The  articles  thev  manufacture  and 
produce,  however,  are  rendered,  by  habit,  neces- 
^fy  to  our  comfort.  If  they  will  not  exchange 
with  us,  our  means  of  obtaining  them  must  en- 
tirely cease,  and  we  will  be  compelled  to  do  with- 
out them,  and  thus  curtail  our  enjoyments.  These 
irwhs  are  now  exhibited.  The  farmer  and  manu- 
facturer cannot  be  said  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condi- 
tion. The  merchant  may  possibly  be  exempt  from 
their  embarrassments.  But  even  this  is  question- 
^hle,if  the  numerous  failures  of  the  farmer  and  the 
reduced  price  of  cotton  will  be  received  as  evi- 
dence. As  to  the  situation  of  our  Treasury,  gen- 
Meman  are  referred  to  the  Secretary's  report.  He 
»now8  the  fallacy  and  uncertainty  of  calculations 
»*sed  on  such  a  source  of  revenue,  and  prudently 
^rns  OS  to  provide  in  time  for  the  certain  defaf- 
^jjpns  of  the  Treasury.  The  revenue  is  certainly 
^J^ient  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of  our 
^rerument.  But  do  gentlemen  forget  we  owe 
a  debt  of  near  a  hundred  millions  ?  Are  they 
Qamindfol  of  the  dreadful  reaction  of  excessive 
loiportations ;  of  the  distress  that  follows  inevit- 
hly  in  its  train  ?  Has  the  recollection  of  our  sit- 
uation been  efiaced  by  a  few  short  years  ?  If 
°ot,  we  say  prepare  in  peace  for  war ;  use  your 
utmost  efforts  to  arouse  the  dormant  energies  of 
l^ur  people;  encourage  and  protect,  as  France  has 
lately  done,  the  national  industry,  and  pay  ofif  our 
wbt    The  balanca  of  trade  or  exchange  is  ad- 


mitted to  be  offaiTut  us,  and  still  gentlemen  con- 
tend that  even  this  is  a  blessing !  an  evidence  of 
our  prosperity ! 

Could  they  succeed  in  establishing  this  apparent 
contradiction,  how  wonderful  the  ingenuity  of 
man,  to  make  "  the  worse  appear  the  better  cause." 
It  may  serve  as  a  bone  for  theorists  to  chew  upon. 
But,  it  seems  to  me,  the  practical  man,  the  farmer, 
understands  this  subject  as  well,  perhaps  better, 
than  those  who  speculate  much  about  it.  He 
knows,  that  when,  according  to  an  old  saying,  he 
is  unable  to  make  the  buckle  and  the  tongue  meet, 
sells  less  of  his  produce  than  he  purchases  of 
others,  the  balance  of  trade,  or  exchange,  is  cer- 
tainly against  him;  and  tnat,  if  he  obtains  a 
credit,  it  operates  as  an  eating  moth  upon  his  fu- 
ture labon  exhausting  it  by  interest.  His  pros- 
perity is  fictitious,  not  real.  Mr.  Chairman,  is  it 
necessary  for  me  to  call  to  your  recollection,  and 
that  of  this  Committee,  the  scenes  of  misery  and 
ruin  exhibited  within  the  last  ten  years  by  this 
credit  system  ?  The  Government  has  credited 
the  importing  merchant  for  his  duties.  They 
have  deluded  the  land  with  foreign  goods. 

They,  in  their  turn,  sell  out  on  credit  to  the 
young  adventurous  man,  whose  head  is  filled  with 
^Iden  dreams;  requiring  of  him,  however,  secur- 
ity; an  aged  parent,  or  respected  friend,  engages 
with  him.  He,  to  avoid  approaching  difficulties, 
sells  also,  on  a  credit,  to  every  unwary  applicant. 
He  cannot  sell,  or  exchange  his  produce,  and,  con- 
sequently, fails  to  pay. 

He  is  dunned  and  pressed,  and  ultimately  sued ; 
the  work  of  havoc  comment; es,  and  takes  the  great 
circle,  involving  family,  friends,  and  neighbors, 
and  in  its  dreadful  career,  you  irequeatly  behold 
the  honest,  industrious,  and  frugal  farmer,  the 
hoary-headed  father,  and  mother,  deprived  of 
their  house,  and  comfortable  home,  and,  in  the 
decline  of  life,  thrown  friendless,  on  a  cold  and 
uncharitable  world.  This  is  bv  no  means  an  ex- 
aggerated picture.  In  it,  gentlemen  behold,  that 
we  balance  this  trade  by  human  misery,  instead 
of  blessings.  The  spirit  of  our  pliant  Navy  is 
to  be  humbled  b)[  this  measure,  if  its  opponents 
are  correct.  It  is  impossible  to  eulogize  too  much, 
that  favorite  class  of  our  citizens.  They  possess 
their  country's  gratitude,  the  soldiers  rich  re- 
ward. If  I  understand  their  character,  the  brave 
and  jolly  tar,  who  delights  to  hear  the  cannon's 
roar,  or  Dufiet  the  mighty  deep,  is  somewhat  difler- 
ent  from  your  counting-nouse  gentleman.  If  our 
officers  have  any  competitors  for  fame,  does  not 
England,  the  most  manufacturing  nation  in  the 
wond^  furnish  them  1  We  have  a  host  of  gallant 
captains,  inferior  to  none  on  earth.  But,  they 
have  also  boasted  of  their  Nelson.  Their  national 
spirit  on  the  ocean  is  not  to  be  allayed  by  manu- 
facturing establishments  on  land.  It  they  increase 
their  country's  prosperity,  depend  upon  it,  our  gal- 
lant seamen  will  fignt  more  desperately  to  preserve 
it.  Knowledge  is  generally  admitted  to  add  to 
the  power,  and  dignity,  and  permanency  of  a 
Government,  founded  on  public  virtue.  None  is 
more  efficient,  than  that  of  the  arts.  They  em- 
ploy the  people,  and  may,  therefore^  be  considered 
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as  the  bread  or  staff  of  life — a  polished  education, 
its  delicacies,  and  embellishments.  An  important 
object  then,  of  itself  sufficient,  would  be  accom- 
plished ;  an  immense  additional  stock  of  practical 
and  useful  information. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  ask,  can  that  nation  be  con- 
sidered independent,  which  is  compelled  to  rely  on 
foreigners  for  their  necessary  clothing  ?  Abstract 
reasoning  on  this  subject  is  rendered  useless,  by 
the  woful  experience  of  the  late  war.  What  was 
then  the  situation  of  your  countrymen?  Bren 
your  soldier,  sir,  who  was  fighting  the  battles  of 
nis  country,  was  exposed,  in  the  midst  of  winter, 
to  the  chilling  blasts  of  our  northern  frontier, 
without  a  shoe  to  cover  his  bleeding  feet,  or  blan- 
ket to  protect  him  from  the  inclement  sky;  and 
contending,  too,  in  the  most  awful  situation,  with 
that  very  nation,  and  their  savage  allies,  upon 
whom  our  previous  policy  had  compelled  us  to 
rely  for  clothing. 

1  have,  mysJf,  seen  the  sympathetic  tear  drop 
at  the  mere  recital  of  their  sufferings;  and,  if 
possible,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  witnessed  a  still 
more  heart-consoling  spectacle,  the  lovely  females 
of  the  West,  exhibiting^  in  their  tender  bosom, 
the  full  glow  of  patriotism,  and  devotion,  exert- 
in{^  all  their  powers,  soliciting,  in  person,  and  ob- 
taining contributions  for  their  relief. 

The  bright  side  of  this  picture  is  interesting  to 
humanity.  The  recurrence  of  the  reverse  we  ought 
carefully  to  guard  against.  We  are  peculiarly 
blessed  with  a  great  variety  of  soil  and  climate, 
producing,  in  rich  abundance,  the  raw  materiab. 
1  trust  the  talent  and  skill  of  our  citizens  will  be 
encouraged  and  protected,  in  that  most  profitable 
of  all  employments,  their  conversion  to  our  use, 
and  that  we  shall  no  longer  be  doubly  taxed  to 
obtain  them. 

When  Mr.  W.  had  concluded — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hardin,  (who  has  the  floor 
for  Monday,)  the  Committee  rose,  and  the  House 
adjourned. 


Monday,  February  10. 

Mr.  Rankin  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  pray- 
ing the  aid  or  Congress  in  support  of  the  Natchez 
hospital,  established  in  the  said  city  for  the  recep- 
tion and  relief  of  indigent  boatmen,  and  other 
paupers  of  every  description. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Cfommerce. 

Mr.  Plumer,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  sundry  inhabitants  of  that  State,  stating, 
that  they  have  ascertained  the  practicability  of 
connecting  the  waters  of  the  Potomac  to  those  of 
the  Ohio  river,  by  means  of  locks  and  canals,  and 
praying  that  Confess  will  authorize  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissioners  and  en&;ineers  to  survey 
and  report  upon  the  same. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  CoNDicT  presented  six  memorials  of  citi- 
zens of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  praying  that 
the  importation  of  foreign  spirituous  liquors  may 
be  prohibited  altogether,  or  the  duties  thereon  in- 
creased, and  that  a  proportionate  excise  may  be 


laid  upon  all  domestic  spirits ;  also  that  soch  oue 
measures  may  be  adopted  by  the  Go?eromeDL  15 
shall  appear  TOst  calculated  to  promote  Datiooil 
industry  and  prosperity. — Referred. 

Mr.  Ross  presented  three  petitions  from  inhil- 
itants  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  that  a&  ex- 
pedition may  be  fitted  out  by  toe  United  Stales 
to  explore  the  polar  regions,  under  the  coodQct  cf 
Captain  John  Cleves  Symmes.— Laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Walworth  laid  before  the  House  sundry 
acts  of  the  British  Parliament,  of  the  preseat 
Reign,  regulating  the  commercial  intercoorse  d 
the  British  nation,  and  their  dependencies,  wit 
foreign  countries. — Referred  to  the  Committee  ca 
Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolioa,  firom  ik 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  ped- 
tion  of  James  Rees,  one  of  the  sureties  of  J«^ 
H.  Rees,  deceased,  accompanied  by  a  hill  for  b 
relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pair 
lie  Lands,  reported  a  bill  amending,  and  supfl^ 
mentary  to,  the  "Act  for  ascertaining  claims  lad 
titles  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  te 
provide  for  the  disposal  and  survey  of  the  pciblic 
lands  in  Florida ;"  which  was  read  twice,  m 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  00  liie 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Cocke  submitted  the  following  rcsolatioa, 
which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table,  one  day, 
under  the  rule : 

JResohed,  That  the  Prendent  be  raqaeated  toiufim 
this  Houie  whether  any  priae  agents  biTe  ncgledt^ 
to  render  an  account  of  their  agency,  and  pay  t^a 
all  money  in  their  hands;  if  ao,  who  they  are;  v^ 
sum  remains  in  the  hands  of  each  noaooraated  ^; 
whether  any  of  them  are  in  the  emploj  of  the  Gi^r- 
emment ;  if  so,  has  their  compensation  been  ntaiaei/ ! 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  Nortk  Caro- 
lina, the  Clerk  of  the  House  or  RepreseoUtiTes 
was  directed  to  procure  ten  copies  of  the  Repose 
of  Committees  in  the  Senate,  tor  the  a9eoflDeS' 
bers  in  this  House. 

Mr.  Mercer  offered  the  following  resolaucii. 
which,  from  its  character,  would  lie  one  dar  f* 
the  table : 

Ruohfed,  That  the  Pmident  of  the  Unitaii  Sum 
be  requested  to  enter  upon  and  to  pnwacate,  frtf 
time  to  time,  such  negotiations  with  the  aeTertl  i>^ 
time  Powers  of  Europe  and  America,  u  ht^l 
deem  expedient  for  the  effectual  abolition  of  the  Afn* 
can  slave  trade,  and  its  nltimate  denaodatkA  » 
piracy,  under  the  law  of  nations,  by  the  coiucai' 
the  civilized  world. 

The  resolution  being  read — 

Mr.  M.  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  MoDdif 
next,  move  to  take  it  up  for  consideration. 

Engrossed  bills,  of  the  following  tides,  to  wj;. 

An  act  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  justice^ 
the  peace  in  the  recovery  of  debts  in  the  Di$2^ 
of  Columbia;  .  ^^ 

An  act  vesting  in  the  State  of  Virgiai) 'r^ 
right  of  the  United  States  to  all  fines  zssts»^^ 
non-performance  of  militia  dilty,  daring  tk  at? 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


930 


February,  1823. 


NetD  TaHff  BiU. 


H.  OF  R. 


war  with  Great  Britain,  within  said  State ;  were 
sererally  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  hayinff  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union — 

Mr.  MgLane  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  sapport  of  Government  for 
the  year  1823;  which  was  objected  to — ayes  58, 
Qoes  79. 

■      CRIMES  ON  THE  HIGH  SEAS,  dec. 

Mr.  Buchanan  submitted  the  fol^wing : 

Raohedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
ioftracted  to  inquire  whether  there  be  any,  and,  if 
aiij,  what,  crimes  not  now  punishable  by  law,  to 
which  panishments  ought  to  be  affixed. 

Iq  offering  this  resolution,  Mr.  B.  said,  it  had 
been  decided  that  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
had  DO  power  to  punish  any  act,  no  matter  how 
cnmioal  in  its  nature,  unless  Congress  have  de- 
clared it  to  be  a  crime,  and  annexed  a  punish- 
ment to  its  perpetration.  Offences  at  the  com- 
mon law,  not  declared  such  by  acts  of  Con|;ress, 
ire  therefore  not  within  the  range  of  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Federal  courts.  Congress  have 
annezed  punishments  but  to  a  very  few  crimes, 
and  those  all  of  an  aggravated  nature.  The  con- 
sequence is,  that  a  great  variety  of  actions,  to 
which  a  high  degree  of  moral  guilt  is  attached, 
and  which  are  punished  as  crimes  at  the  common 
law,  and  by  every  State  in  the  Union,  may  be 
committed  with  impunity  on  the  high  seas,  and 
in  any  place  where  Congress  has  exclusive  juris- 
diction. To  afford  an  example :  An  assault  and 
batterjr,  with  intent  to  commit  murder,  may  be 
perpetrated,  either  on  the  high  seas,  or  in  a  fort, 
magazine,  arsenal,  or  dockyard,  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  and  there  exists  no  law  to  punish 
sQch  an  offence. 

This  is  a  palpable  defect  in  our  system,  which 
requires  a  remedy ;  and  it  is  astonishmg  that  none 
has  ever  yet  been  supplied.  My  attention  has 
heen  called  to  the  subject  by  a  distinguished  pro- 
fessional gentleman  now  in  this  city.  Mr.  B. 
said  he  did  not  expect  that  any  bill  could  be  ma- 
tared  and  passed  into  a  law  at  the  present  session. 
If,  however,  the  Judiciary  Committee  would  take 
the  suhject  into  consideration,  and  report  upon  it 
to  the  House  before  it  rises,  it  would  call  public 
attention  to  it,  and  insure  the  passage  of  a  bill  at 
ao  early  period  of  the  next  Congcess. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

NEW  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  Committee  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Con- 
DfCT,  of  New  Jersey,  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  for  the  more  effectual  protection  and 
encouniffement  of  domestic  manufactures ;  when 

Mr.  HARntN,  of  Kentucky,  rose,  and  spoke 
against,  the  principles  of  the  bill  in  a  speech  of 
an  hour  and  a  halt  in  length. 

Mr.  Too  followed,  in  a  speech  of  about  the 
^me  length,  supporting  the  items  of  duty  on  all 
the  articles  in  the  bill,  and  maintaining  its  gene- 
ralprinciples. 

The  Coaimittee  then  rose,  and  the  House  ad- 
)OQrned.  . 

17th  Con.  2d  Sesb-^SO 


TuEsnAY,  February  11. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  the  subject  has  been  referred, 
reported  a  bill  changing  the  mode  of  surveying 
the  public  lands,  on  any  river,  lake,  bayou,  or 
water  course,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  and  Ter- 
ritory of  Arkansas ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
to  which  is  committed  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
State  of  Indiana  to  open  a  canal  through  the 
public  lands,  to  connect  the  navigation  of  the 
rivers  Wabash  and  Miami  of  Lake  Erie. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  whom  the  subject  has  been  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  provide  for  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  Pldmer,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
to  divide  the  State  of  South  Carolina  into  two 
judicial  districts,"  reported  the  same,  without 
amendment.  The  said  bill  was  then  amended  at 
the  Clerk's  table,  and  the  amendments  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Pldmer,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  also  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Buel;" 
reported  the  same  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Cook  submitted  to  the  House  a  copy  of  a 
resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Illinois,  instructing  the  Senators,  and  request- 
ing the  Representative  of  that  State,  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  "  to  urge  the  propriety 
of  having  the  contemplated  road  of  the  United 
States,  from  Wheeling,  Virginia,  to  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  permanently  located  and  marked,  so 
as  to  enable  the  States  through  which  it  may  pass 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  opening  and  improving 
the  same,  provided  they  may  deem  it  expedient." 
The  said  resolution  was  lain  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Herrigk,  the  Comniittee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  relief  of 
James  F.  Norris,  late  a  captain  in  the  Army  of 
the  United  States. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Cocke,  yesterday  sub- 
mitted, calling  on  the  President  for  information  in 
relation  to  the  moneys  in  the  hands  of  prize  agents, 
was  read,  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hernanoez,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  exiiediency  of  releasins  the  grantees  of 
certain  lands,  lying  within  one  thousand  &ve  hun- 
dred yards  of  the  fortifications  of  the  city  of  Saint 
Augustine,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  origi-  • 
nally  reserved  for  military  purposes,  from  the  con- 
ditions and  restrictions  contained  in  their  grants. 

Mr.  CoGKE  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  one  day, 
under  the  rule,  viz: 
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Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  thb  House  a  state- 
ment, showing  the  several  classes  of  expenditures, 
made  during  the  years  1821  and  1823,  out  of  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  the  Indian  department,  so  far  as  the 
same  may  bo  susceptible  of  classification,  stating  par- 
ticularly the  amount  of  each  species  of  expenditure,  to 
whom  paid,  and  when. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanied  by  sun- 
dry statements^  containing  the  information  required 
by  the  resolution,  calling  on  the  heads  of  the  ser- 
eral  Executive  Departments  for  an  account  of  the 
newspapers,  journals,  and  other  periodical  publi- 
cations, dx.,  taken  at  the  said  departments,  re- 
spectively, on  public  account,  during  the  last  six 
years.  The  letter  and  statements  were  laid  on 
Che  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmit- 
ting a  report  upon  the  subject  of  contracts  made 
hy  the  several  surveyor^  general  of  the  public 
lands,  for  services  peiformed  since  the  first  day  of 
January.  1819,  made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution 
of  this  House  of  the  17th  January  last. — Laid  on 
the  table. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  James  Rees,  one  of  the  sureties  of  Joseph 
H.  Rees,  deceased,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  directing  the  payment  of  Georgia  militia 
claims,  for  services  rendered  during  the  years 
1792,  '93,  and  94 ;"  also  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
revive  and  continue  in  force  the  seventh  section 
of  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  supplementary  to  the 
several  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana,'  approved  the  4th  May, 
1820.  and  for  other  purposes ;"  in  which  bills  they 
ask  tne  concurrence  of  this  House. 

THE  MEW  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  resumed,  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  proposed  new  tariff  bill — a  mo- 
tion yet  pending  in  the  Committee  to  strike  from 
the  bill  tne  enacting  clause. 

Mr.  McNeill, ofNorth  Carolina,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman  :  The  course  which  I  have  hith- 
erto pursued,  both  in  the  past  and  present  session, 
is  a  sufficient  apology  on  my  part  that  I  will  not 
detain  you  long.  At  all  times  diffident,  but  espe- 
cially on  the  present  occasion,  when  preceded  bv 
the  gentleman  from  KentucKV,  (Mr.  Hardin,) 
who  took  so  strong  a  hold,  in  aetailing  the  perni- 
cious effects  of  the  bill ;  and  the  gentleman  fVom 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Tod,)  who  entertained  us  with 
so  many  cogent  and  diverting  areuments  on  the 
other  side,  I  shall  content  myself  by  submitting  a 
few  remarks  on  the  general  principles  of  the  bill. 
I  am  well  aware,  Mr.  Chairman,  tnat  the  patience 
of  the  Committee  is  already  exhausted  in  the  dis- 
tetwsion  of  the  subject;  I  am  also  convinced,  that 
no  argument  that  can  be  urged,  either  pro  or  con, 


will  have  anv  bearing  on  its  final  decisioB.  Yet 
as  we  are  only  the  Representatives  of  the  peo]^ 
"  the  tenants  of  the  day,"  it  is  due  to  the  m\Ki. 
to  the  sovereign  people,  to  know  what  are  the  dif- 
ferent views  entertained  by  sentlemen  on  ib 
important  and  interesting  subject.   The  a»ies- 
sibie  object  of  the  bill,  is  the  protectioD  of  dose- 
tic  manufactures,  by  laying  additioatl  duties  oc 
certain  articles  imported  into  the  United  Stsies: 
and  it  is  said  in  its  favor,  that  it  mil  increay 
your  revenue :  that  it  will  promote  both  yoor  it- 
ricultural  and  commercial  interests ;  that  it  vL 
ffive  employment  to  many  of  your  citizens;  tb: 
It  is  in  lustice  due  to  the  North,  as  a  similar  p 
tection  nas  been  extended  to  the  South.   And  sQi 
a  deeper  pretension  is  made  in  its  faror,  that  i:  i 
inseparably  connected  with  the  prosperity  asd  u- 
dependence  of  the  nation.    These  are,  Mr.  CDtir- 
man,  important  and  interesting  considenboss; 
they  are  such,  I  am  persuaded,  as  woald  okci^ 
decided  approbation  of  every  gentleman  io  (b 
House ;  and  could  I  believe  that  such  ▼oulil  ^ 
the  result,  I  would  feel  no  hesitation  in  vouiffer 
the  bill,  not  only  in  its  present  shape,  but  to  uf 
extent  that  it  mi^ht  be  made,  so  as  to  prod^tf. 
such  desirable  efilects.    But,  sir,  I  do  do(  ooeo 
stand  that  train  of  reasoning,  which  goestopron 
that,  to  prohibit  or  partially  diminish  voar  UQpo^ 
tations,  will  increase  your  exports.    Nfiiberdo  I 
understand  the  logical  inference  by  wUeli  u  i^ 
ascertained,  that  it  will  promote  your  agricoltanl 
interest,  to  lessen  the  competition  in  themti^ 
in  which  4he  farmer  may  be  disposed  to  s^  ^*- 
surplus  produce.    I  had  always  thought  (tod  l^ 
I  have  no  reason  to  chan^  that  opinion)  thatt^ 
ffreater  the  competition  m  any  market  wbm  I 
had  produce,  secured  me  higher  sales  and  love 
purchases.    From  the  course  which  this  di«a^ 
sion  has  taken,  it  appears  that  geotlemeB  tii^" 
this  nation  is  too  agricultural.    ExtensiresuQ- 
facturinff  establishments  are  held  up  to  vs>^  ^ 
only  high  road  that  leads  to  national  wcilti^  ik 
honor ;  therefore,  for  the  special  benefit  of  »f 
farmer,  you  will  tax  him,  for  the  ^tecticBC^ 
another  class  of  the  community,  harug  diflno 
porsuito  and  controlled  by  diflBBicnt  inteiest^  >^ 
IS  proving  that  it  will  promote  my  peettnivT  '*' 
terest  to  take  the  money  out  of  my  pocket  iw!*' 
it  into  yours.    How  far  the  proposed  systeo*^ 
promote  the  commercial  interests,  I  leave  to  0*^ 
chants  to  say.    I  had  always  thought  tbit^ 
culture  and  commerce  were  like  the  twin  ^^ 
in  the  fable,  who  were  so  closely  united  br  »f 
impereeptilHe  tie,  that,  when  one  was  sick.  ^ 
other  would  pine  and  languish ;  and,  boverers 
or  remote  their  situation  from  each  other^^' 
could  always  read  in  the  countenance  of  the  ^ 
the  health  or  the  decline  of  her  absent  si^t^' 
is  also  strongly  urged,  that,  as  protectiogi^ 
had  been  laid  to  favor  the  coffee  and  the  suf^^ 
the  South,  that  justice  requires  that  thesitBf|^ 
eralityand  protection  should  be  extended  k^ 
manufacturing  brethren  in  the  North.  T^^^ 
this  is  a  bad  argument :  from  the  rierj^  | 
taken,  it  makes  &e  matter  so  much  the*^^ 
would  gladly  see  the  people^protected  botlii^^''* 
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the  Southern  nabob  and  the  Northern  capitalist. 
Tiiese  are  sufficiently  entrenched  behind  their 
w<d(h  and  power^  and  will  no  doubt  hold  their 
ground.  I  am  decidedly  an  advocate  for  domestic 
ouDQfactures,  but  especially  that  kind  that  is  or 
ought  to  be  made  in  every  farmer's  family^  such 
is  is  spun,  wove,  and  made,  by  our  wives,  sisters, 
tod  daughters. 

These  pursuits,  while  they  invigorate  the  female 
coastitution,  have  perhaps  no  less  salutary  in  flu* 
eoce  on  the  mind.  The  cotton  wheel  and  cards, 
the  flax  wheel  and  loom,  are  important  pieces  of 
foniiture  in  every  farmer's  family,  and,  if  properly 
used,  will  effectually  defend  him,  not  only  from 
the  importer  of  European  goods,  but  also  from 
(be  domestic  manufacturer.  Sir,  so  sensible  was 
the  State  of  North  Carolina  of  the  importance  of 
eocoangio^  manufactures,  that,  on  the  eve  of  the 
late  war,  when  British  goods  were  very  high,  and 
when  our  own  manufacturers  were  no  wav  con- 
KieDtiottsIy  scrupulous  in  availinff  themselves  of 
tbeadrantage  which  such  a  stateof  things  afforded 
tbeiD,  her  General  Assembly  unanimously  entered 
iato  a  resolution,  recommending  that  the  succeed- 
iag  Legislature  should  appear  clothed  in  domestic 

doction ;  yes,  sir,  home^spun  made  in  our  own 
lies.  These  resolutions,  together  with  the 
reasons  which  led  to  their  adoption,  were  printed 
^ith  thelaws,  and  circulated  throughout  the  State; 
ue  result  was  glorious ;  our  ladies  were  emulous 
which  should  excel  in  making  neat  warm  home- 
n>un  I  our  wives  were  individually  ambitious  that 
her  hosband  should  be  known  in  the  garb,  and 
the  husband  was  no  less  pleased  in  hearing  the 
praises  of  his  wife,  while  tne  young  man  equally 
^ulted  in  exhibiting  the  claims  of  his  mistress. 
The  Winter  was  as  cold  as  usual,  yet  we  experi- 
eoced  no  inconvenience.  And  would  to  God  that 
▼e  had  pursued  the  course  then  recommended 
JUw  this  day ;  how  effectually  would  we  have 
heen  protecteid  from  the  late  pressure  of  the  times, 
u^^mthat  destruction  of  confidence  which  pervaded 
«i  tanks  of  the  community,  from  which  neither 
nchaor  poor  was  exempted,  and  which  has  sunk 


^j^iiherality  of  North  Carolina,  in  protecting 
mestic  manujfactures ;  there  is  now  on  the  stat- 
ute book  a  law,  from  which  I  will  read  you  a 
^mt  extract:  ''Thxee  thousand  acres  of  land, 
most  coDvenient  to  the  different  seats,  is  hereby 
f noted  ior  every  set  of  iron  works,  as  a  bounty 
troiB  the  State,  to  any  person  or  persons  who 
^11  build  and  carry  on  tne  same." 
ton  will  observe,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  this  pro- 
^tioQ  is  not  intended  to  operate  as  a  tax  on  the 

ae,  but  it  is  the  bounty  ol  the  State,  and  she  ex- 
this  bounty  farther,  by  exempting  these  lands, 
o^aoted  from  all  taxation.  Pardon  me.  sir,  while 
gifeyou  another  instance  of  the  liberal  views  of 
he  State,  which.  I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  to  rep- 
esent  During  the  late  ^ war  she  loaned  money, 
ntooot  interest,  to  individuals  who  wished  to  em- 
ark  in  manafactnrine  pursuits.  In  that  dav,  the 
'^upts  of  the  people  of  North  Carolina  swelled  at 


the  idea  of  national  independence.  I  well  remem- 
ber, one  of  the  arffuments  on  that  occasion  was, 
that  our  State  would  furnish  an  additional  article 
in  the  interchange  between  the  Northern  and 
Southern  States;  neither  have  I  forgotten  the  in- 
expressible gratification  that  was  felt,  on  examin- 
ing the  different  specimens  of  cloth  then  sent  us 
by  our  infant  manufactures.  With  pride  these 
samples  were  cut  up  and  carried  home  to  show 
our  wives  and  children,  as  indicative  of  the  pros- 
perity and  independence  of  the  nation,  little  dream- 
ing tnat  our  manufacturing  brethren  would  so  soon 
wish  to  tax  us.  I  am  proud,  Mr.  Chairman,  in 
acknowledging  my  privileges  as  a  citizen  of  an 
independent  nation,  and  I  nope  that  I  shall  ever 
be  ready  to  support  any  measure  which  will  go  to 
perpetuate  that  independence ;  yet  I  feel  no  less 
ambitious  in  being  an  indepenaent  individual  of 
an  independent  nation,  and  I  hope  that  1  never 
shall  view  with  indifference  the  progress  of  any 
system  which  will  so  to  abolish  the  individual  in- 
dependence of  the  freemen  of  this  country.  This 
nation,  sir,  has  a  surer  pledge  for  independence 
than  she  will  ever  derive  from  the  advantage  of 
manufacturing  establishments ;  the  attachment  of 
her  sons,  who  pursue  the  course  pointed  out  by 

Erudence  and  industrious  ent^rise,  who  plougn 
er  soil,  who  go  not  to  the  capitalist  for  daily  em- 
ployment to  procure  his  daily  bread,  but  is  the 
lord  of  his  own  manor ;  who  in  war  are  her  sol- 
diers, in  peace  her  citizens;  these  are  the  safe- 
ffuard  of  the  nation,  and  here  is  to  be  found  the 
bulwarks  of  her  independence.  Why  then  tax 
them?  I  have  heard  it  contended  tnat,  in  the 
event  of  war,  when  intercourse  with  foreign  na- 
tions might  cease,  that  it  would  be  all-important 
to  the  nation  to  have  extended  manufactories  at 
home,  which  would  enable  us  to  clothe  and  blan- 
ket our  soldiers  within  ourselves.  It  is  granted 
that  this  is  true ;  yet,  in  such  a  state  of  things, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  we  should  have  to  pay  dear, 
very  dear,  for  their  fabric,  while  the  surplus  pro- 
duce of  the  farmer  would  rot  on  his  hands.  The 
pecuniary  interest,  would,  therefore,  in  such  an 
event,  be  in  favor  of  the  manufactuirers.  Now  let 
a  free  agricultural  people  take  this  hint.  I  wish, 
Mr.  Chairman,  to  be  plainly  understood.  I  am  no 
enemy  of  manufactures.  I  feel  a  pride  in  the  pro- 
gress that  they  have  already  made,  and  I  feel  in- 
terested in  their  success;  and  it  is  to  me  a  source 
of  real  gratification  to  see  them  soaring,  as  it  were 
on  the  wings  of  your  ea^le,  and  almost  surpassing 
many  of  the  oldest  establishments  of  Europe.  The 
reflection  is  consoling.  What,  sir,  has  brought  us 
to  the  present  happy  state  of  things  ?  It  is  the 
natural  consequence  resulting  from  free  institu- 
tions and  wholesome  laws.  It  results  from  the 
genius  of  that  Constitution  which  holds  out  to 
every  man  in  this  community,  from  the  President 
to  the  poorest  bemir  that  impedes  your  way  in 
the  streets  of  Washington,  equal  rights,  privileges, 
and  protection.  '*  But  let  every  tub  stand  on  iu 
own  bottom;"  let  equal  protection  be  your  polar 
star ;  let  the  man  who  has  funds  vest  them,  if  he 
pleases,  in  manufacturing  establishments.  Should 
he  prefer  agriooitural  pursuits,  let  him  rest  his 
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money  ia  lands,  and  plough  those  lands  nvithl 
horses,  oxen,  or  mules,  as  may  best  suit  his  fancy 
or  judgment.  Does  he  abhor  slavery,  the  free 
States  are  before  him.  Should  he  prerer  growing 
coffee,  sugar,  or  cotton,  let  him  ^o  the  South,  and 
stock  his  farm  with  the  descendants  of  the  sable 
sons  and  daughters  of  Africa.  Should  another 
think  proper  to  seek  his  fortune  over  the  danger- 
ous ocean,  let  there  be  no  restraint  to  his  wishes. 
Let  the  choice  of  your  citizens  in  their  pursuits  be 
as  free  as  the  air  they  breathe.  Remember,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  a  three-fold  cord  is  not  easily 
broken.  The  nation  naturallv  divides  itself  into 
three  different  classes;  agricultural,  commercial, 
and  manufacturing.  Suffer  not  one  fold  of  this 
cord  to  ride  on  the  other;  it  will  weaken  the 
whole. 

Control  not  the  flight  of  vour  easle  by  taxing 
one  part  of  the  community  for  the  benefit  of  the 
other,  but  let  every  feather  in  her  wing  be  the 
rights  of  man.  The  example  and  success  of  Eng- 
land is  urged  as  an  argument  in  favor  of  this  bill. 
Sir,  the  reasons  that  controlled  the  policy  of  that 
nation  vanish  as  soon  as  you  point  your  finger  to 
your  unimproved  lands;  and  while  gentlemen 
were  travelling  through  Holland,  Spain,  France, 
England,  and  Russia,  for  arguments  in  favor  of 
the  proposed  restrictive  system,  they  could  have 
found  authority  equally  as  respectable  to  prove 
that  a  Republican  Government  is  not  best.  The 
balance  or  trade,  which  the  friends  of  the  bill  state 
to  be  against  us,  is  urged  as  an  argument  in  favor 
of  the  bill.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
has  given  us  a  long  statement  of  the  exports  and 
imports,  proving  that  large  sums  annuallv  appear 
against  us  on  the  balance  sheet.  But  tne  state- 
ment made  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, going  back  for  upwards  of  twenty-five 
years,  shows  that  this  is  only  an  apparent,  and 
not  a  real  balance.  This  statement  has  not  been 
contradicted,  neither  has  the  able  manner  in  which 
he  has  explained  this  point  been  answered.  But, 
granting,  for  argument's  sake  that  the  balance  is 
against  us,  it  is  one  of  those  evils  in  trade  which 
carries  in  itself  its  own  remedy,  and  it  will  regu- 
late itself.  Sir,  the  adoption  of  this  system  car* 
ries  with  it  the  inevitable  consequences  of  internal 
excise  and  direct  taxes.  Take  up  this  restric- 
tive system,  and  soon  will  the  farmer  see  at  his 
door  some  unwelcome  visitors;  your  assessor, 
your  ganger,  and  your  collector,  who,  uncon- 
trolled by  etiquette,  will  not  wait  an  invitation. 
There  is  one  class  of  the  population  of  this  coun- 
try with  whom  I  could  deeply  sympathize  on  such 
an  event ;  I  mean  the  poor  man,  who,  perhaps, 
has  a  tract  of  land  worth  one  or  two  hundred  dol- 
lars, a  wife  and  four  or  five  children,  who  are  en- 
tirely dependent  upon  his  individual  exertions  for 
their  support,  on  whose  back  has  never  been  a 
fine  broadcloth  coat,  and  who,  by  sheer  saving 
has  made  out  to  buy  a  coarse  big  coat  to  shield 
him  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  when 
he  may  go  to  meeting,  and  other  pursuits  insepa- 
rably connected  with  agricultural  purposes.  To 
tax  the  land  of  such  a  man  for  the  protection  of 
the  manufacturer,  would  be  lujust  and  cruelly 


oppressive.  But  it  is  unpopular  to  say  any  thq 
against  the  bill.  You  are  charged  with  beio^fz 
the  ^'  let-US-alone  system,"  or  a  radicti— uos 
which  know  no  other  definition  than  a  sneer.  T^ 
"  let-US-alone  system  "  is  a  bad  one;  theEmpero 
of  Russia  has  said  so,  and  so  says  the  geDtleou 
from  Pennsylvania.  I  thank  the  Committee  is 
their  indulgence ;  I  should  not  now  have  ticcsy 
you,  but  that  I  look  upon  the  system  nowpropoei 
for  your  adoption  as  militating  more  against  ot 
interests  of  the  people  whom  ihave  the  hoQor  d 
representing,  than  any  subiect  which  has  been  b^ 
fore  the  nation  since  I  nave  had  aseattotL< 
House. 

When  Mr.  McNeill  had  concluded^ 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  followed  3 
the  same  side. 

Mr.  Wright  also  delivered  his  sentiiaa:; 
agiiinst  the  bill. 

Mr.  MoNTOOMERT,  of  Kentucky,  said  thaI,^^ 
ing  obtained  the  floor,  he  would  occupy  a  pomu 
of  the  'time  of  the  Committee  in  presentuif  ijs 
views  of  the  subject  under  discussion.  He  ii^ 
was  true  that  his  lot  had  been  cast  in  a  laaj&r 
removed  from  the  grand  operations  of  commste 
and  manufactures ;  that  he  had  not  had  oppors- 
nities  of  acquiring  that  precise  knowledge  of  tb; 
minutiae^  and  of  the  technicalities  of  those  isK* 
ters,  which  others  possess ;  but  that  he  b^tii^^ 
some  pains,  by  reading  and  reflection,  to  uder- 
stand  the  operation  of  general  principles,  so  is  to 
form  opinions  respecting  their  generalresults;ud, 
as  he  was  confident  that  he  had  not  designed  b 
deceive  himself  in  the  examination  which  hettd 
made,  he  would  certainly  act  in  accordance  via 
his  own  conclusions. 

He  then  said  he  would  present  some  of  ^i^^ 
important  features  of  the  bill,  and,  also,  soo^s^ 
its  most  important  consequences,  aboat  viii:^ 
there  could  hardlv  be  any  disagreement  Oo  ^ 
very  '^  head  and  tront"  it  purported  to  betiitt^ 
protect  and  encourage  manufactures ;  it  profits 
an  increase  of  duties  on  various  articles,  is  "^ 
iron,  silk,  dbc;  respecting  which  be  wooid^ 
nothing  further  at  present  The  articles  vluo 
had  most  strongly  attracted  his  notice  were  vooh 
len  and  cotton  eoods.  By  the  present  tarif « 
duties,  woollen  cloths  are  subject  to  a<lat|[^^ 
per  centum  ad  valorem  upon  the  price  in  ^e 
country  from  whence  imported,  to  which  10  p^ 
centum  is  to  be  added  if  brought  from  anyp^^ 
on  this  side  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  aod  ^p 
cent,  if  beyond  that  place.  By  the  bdl  andereor 
sideration,  it  is  proposed  to  increase  the  dotr  tt 
30  per  centum,  and  to  establish  a  miDimomof' 
cents  per  square  yard.  At  this  rate  of  dofft  ^^ 
bined  with  the  provision  respecting  the  1°^'^^'°.^, 
and  the  addition  of  10  per  cent,  a  aqoarejin*; 
woollen  cloth  of  the  value  of  24  cents  in  mm 
would,  upon  being  imported  into  the  Ui*' 
States,  be  subject  to  a  duty  of  more  than  100  F^ 
centum  on  the  European  price ;  and  woo)leo»^ 
above  the  minimum  would  be  subject  to  a dii(r'^ 
more  than  33  per  centum.  Under  the  P^^ . 
riff  of  duties,  cotton  cloths  pay  a  daty  of  ^Fj 
centum  upon  the  pricai  in  the  foieigo  ' 
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with  an  addition  of  10  per  centum  if  brought  from 
a  place  on  this  side  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and 
20  per  cent,  if  beyond ;  and  the  minimum  is  fixed 
at  25  cents  per  square  yard ;  that  is,  none  is  to  be 
estimated  to  be  worth  less  than  that  sum.    By  the 
bill  DOW  under  discussion,  it  is  proposed  to  make 
no  change,  except  that  the  minimum  is  to  be  ex- 
tended to  35  cents.    Subject  to  this  change,  a 
ard  of  cloth,  sold  for  10  cents  in  one  of  the  mar- 
kets of  Europe,  must  pay  a  doty  of  more  than  100 
per  centam.    In  the  rivalship  between  the  im- 
porting merchant  and  the  American  manufactu- 
rer, in  the  aboye-mentioned  articles,  the  manufac- 
torer  has  the  advantage  of  the  duties,  together 
with  the  cost  of  carnage  and  insurance.    It  is 
impossible,  said  Mr.  M.,  to  say  how  far  the  pro- 
Ti&ions  jast  adverted  to  would  operate  in  excluding 
woollen  and  cotton  cloths  from  being  imported  to 
this  country ;  but  he  apprehended  they  would  have 
a  great  deal  of  efficacy  in  this  way.    The  ene- 
mies of  the  measure  cnaree  this  against  it  as  a 
&D]t ;  and  the  friends  of  the  measure  cannot  but 
admit  that  it  must  fail  of  its  end,  unless  it  has  the 
effect  to  a  considerable  extent.  He  belieyed  a  view 
of  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
would  shed  some  light  upon  this  matter.    From 
these,  it  would  be  seen  that,  in  the  year  1815,  the 
ad  ralorem  duties  were  over  ^2,000,000,  and  the 
specific  duties  were  something  oyer  ^12,000,000. 
ui  1816,  the  proportions  were  about  as  sixteen  mil- 
lions to  ten  millions.    In  1817,  the  proportions 
Were  about  as  eight  millions  to  nine  millions,  and 
the  specific  the  greatest.    In  1818,  the  proportions 
were  about  as  eleyen  millions  to  ten  millions,  and 
tlie  ad  valorem  the  highest.    In  1819,  the  propor- 
tions were  about  as  eight  millions  to  nine  millions, 
and  the  specific  the  greatest.    In  1820,  the  pro- 
portions were  about  as  six  millions  to  ten  millions, 
and  the  specific  the  highest ;  and  in  1821,  the  pro- 
portions were  about  as  seven  millions  five  hun- 
dred thousand  to  ten  millions  five  hundred  thou- 
and,  and  the  specific  the  greatest.    Thus,  the  ad 
Yalorem  duties,  which,  in  1815,  constituted  a  sum 
approaching  to  two-thirds  of  the  whole  amount, 
had  so  sunk  in  the  scale  as  to  be,  in  latter  years, 
no  great  deal  above  one-third.    Now,  as  woollen 
and  cotton  goods  constituted,  even  in  the  last 
fears,  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  merchandise 
paying  ad  valorem  duties,  it  is  fairly  to  be  inferred 
that  the  change  in  the  relative  proportions  since 
1815  ought  to  be  ascribed  to  the  tarifi*  of  1816, 
DOW  in  force ;  and,  as  the  provisions  above  stated 
ought  to  be  expected  to  have  the  same  sort  of  effi- 
^cy,  a  forttier  declension  in  the  amount  of  the 
td  Talorem  duties  may  be  predicted  with  much 
confidence.     This  declension,  he  believed,  in  a 
rery  few  years^  would  be  about  three  millions  of 
iollars,  exclusively  ascribable  to  the  encourage- 
ment given  to  the  manufactures  of  woollen  and 
cotton  cloths ;  and,  as  the  banishment  of  competi- 
tioa  between  the  manufacturers  and  the  merchants 
Would  still  farther  encourage  the  former,  by  ena- 
l^liog  them  to  demand  and  receive  higher  prices 
)a  the  above  mentioned  articles  from  the  consu- 
ners,  and,  as  that  species  of  encouragement  might 
be  expected  to  be  in  full  operation  in  a  few  years, 


he  thougl^t  it  but  fair  to  put  down  three  millions 
of  dollars  for  that  item.  He  said  he  would  not  at 
this  time  make  any  comment  upon  the  other  items 
in  the  bill.  The  bill,  he  said,  upon  its  very  '*  head 
and  front"  purported  to  have  for  its  object  the 
protection  and  encouragement  of  domestic  manu- 
tactures ;  and  it  was  quite  clear  that  there  must 
be  either  a  loss  of  revenue,  an  increase  of  prices, 
or  both,  in  order  to  efiect  the  purpose  of  its  friends ; 
and  the  latter,  he  bad  no  doubt,  was  the  most  ef- 
fectual to  secure  the  end,  and.  he  had  little,  if  any, 
doubt,  would  be  among  the  nrst  efiects  of  the  bill, 
should  it  pass  into  a  law.  He  then  said  he  would 
consider  this  bill  in  connexion  with  the  title,  as 
asserting  that  it  is  wise,  that  it  is  expedient  to  aid 
one  class  or  section  of  the  community  by  giving 
to  them  a  portion  of  the  money  or  property  of 
another  class  or  section  without  any  return,  in 
services  or  otherwise.  That  this,  in  efiect,  is 
what  the  friends  of  the  bill  design,  cannot  be  de- 
nied ;  because  their  object,  as  avowed,  must  fail 
without  such  result.  Against  the  enactment  of 
such  a  principle,  he  said,  he  felt  most  decidedly 
hostile. 

He  said  two  questions  had  been  discussed ;  the 
one  involving  the  power  of  Congress  to  pass  this 
bill,  the  other  the  wisdom  or  expediency  of  pass- 
ing it.  Upon  the  first  he  would  be  very  brief,  as 
he  was  aware  that  the  friends  of  the  measure 
might  avoid  the  imputation  of  a  direct  violation 
of  the  Constitution,  by  changing  the  title  of  the 
bill,  so  as  to  make  it  appear  to  be  a  mere  revenue 
law.  In  passing,  he  would,  however,  observe,  that 
no  direct  power  to  legislate  upon  the  subject  of 
manufactures  could  be  found  in  the  National  Con- 
stitution ;  the  word  is  not  in  the  instrument — it  is 
not  among  the  heads  of  the  specified  powers ;  nor 
could  it  be  brought  within  the  range  of  auxiliary 
powers,  but  by  a  laxity  of  interpretation  whica 
would  embrace  every  species  of  political  power 
whatever.  But,  notwithstanding;  the  charge  of 
direct  violation  might  be  evaded  in  the  way  men- 
tioned, still  the  object  of  the  bill  is  hostile  to  the 
spirit  of  the  instrument.  By  the  last  sentence  of 
the  fifth  article  of  the  amendments  it  is  provided, 
in  express  and  strong  terms,  that  *<  private  prop- 
erty shall  not  be  taken  for  the  public  use  without 
just  compensation."  Here  is  manifested  a  sacred 
regard  for  the  ri^ghts  of  private  property,  by  the 
people  of  the  United  States ;  it  is  not  to  be  taken, 
even  for  public  use,  without  just  compensation. 
But  what  do  the  friends  of  the  bill  propose?  Why, 
sir,  to  take  a  very  large  sum,  indirectly,  to  be  sure, 
from  the  agriculturists,  the  common  country  me- 
chanics, and  the  men  of  professions,  and  give  it 
to  the  owners  of  lar^e  shops  for  manufacturing 
cotton  and  woollen  cloths.  Now,  as  that  which 
cannot,  nor  ought  not  to  be  done  directly,  ought 
not  to  be  done  indirectly,  it  seems  to  follow  that 
this  measure  ought  to  be  rejected  as  an  inroad 
upon  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution.  It  is  true, 
that  the  friends  of  this  policy  allege  that  it  is  to 
be  highly  beneficial  to  the  nation;  and  it  is  equally 
true  that  the  allegation  may  be  easily  made,  upon 
any  and  every  occasion,  however  absurd.  The 
proof  of  this  great  national  benefit  rests  upon  a 
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string  of  vagae  conjectures,  whilst  the  loss  of  the 
monev  is  certain.  He  asked,  emphaticaUv,  whe- 
ther the  friends  of  this  bill  would  aare  to  taxe  some 
two  or  three  millions  out  of  the  public  treasury, 
directly,  and  give  it  to  the  manufacturers,  upon 
their  conjectures  about  beneficial  results  1  He  con- 
cluded they  woul4  not.  He  said  the  bill  was  de- 
signed to  produce  the  same  effect,  ia  an  indirect 

He  said  there  was  another  provision  in  the  Na- 
tional Constitution,  the  spirit  of  which  will  be 
violated  by  the  passage  of  this  bill :  it  is  contained 
in  the  fifth  paragraph  of  the  ninth  section  of  the 
first  article.  It  is  therein  declared,  that  "  no  pref- 
erence shall  be  given  by  any  regnlation  of  com- 
merce or  revenue,  to  the  ports  of  one  State  over 
those  of  another.''  In  this  provision  the  spirit  of 
exact  and  impartial  justice,  amon^  the  various 
sections  of  our  country,  is  clearly  evinced.  Now, 
how  does  the  matter  stand  under  the  provisions  of 
the  bill?  Why,  sir,  its  friends  speak  of  it  as  a 
revenue  bill ;  and  they  cannot  pretend  to  say  that 
the  southern  section  of  the  country  can  participate 
in  what  they  call  its  benefits ;  and  they  cannot 
but  know  that  they  will  be  subjected  to  great 
losses  under  it ;  yet,  partial  and  unjust  as  it  is,  they 
seem  determined  to  pass  it,  because  it  will  benefit, 
certainly,  the  manufacturers  of  some  of  the  middle 
States;  and  because  some  of  the  people  in  the 
western  States  guess  it  will  promote  the  interests 
of  manufacturers  in  that  section.  He  then  said 
he  would  pass  to  the  question  of  expediency. 

He  objected  to  the  bill,  that  it  tends  prematurely 
and  unnecessarily^  throuffh  the  medium  of  injus- 
tice, to  divert  capital  and  labor  from  objects  more 
advantageous  to  the  American  community.  He 
said,  the  history  of  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  many 
of  those  of  Asia,  and  the  nature  of  men  and  thinj^s, 
went  clearly  to  show  that  there  has  been  a  point 
of  time  in  their  annals,  when  the  character  of 
hunters  was  predominant;  that  the  next  in  order 
was  the  agricultural ;  after  which,  the  occupation 
of  merchants  began  to  be  a  distinct  business ;  and 
then,  in  succession,  and  in  due  time,  manufactur- 
ers upon  a  largje  scale,  and  operators  in  the  fine 
arts.  That  this  is  the  natural  progress  of  man, 
from  a  sparse  to  a  dense  pjopulation,  and  that  no 
positive  legislation  is  requisite  to  insure  it;  that 
the  principle  of  population,  with  the  efforts  of  ia- 
diviaual  interest,  will  as  certainly  produce  these 
successive  divisions  of  labor,  and  chanjzes  of  char- 
acter, as  that  matter,  unsupported,  wiU  fall  to  the 
earth  by  the  operation  of  gravity.  If  land  is  alnind- 
ant,  and  wild  game  to  be  found  sufficient  to  feed 
the  people,  they  will  be  hunters ;  and  it  will  be 
their  interest  to  be  such,  because  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  rid  the  country  of  the  wild  beasts  before 
the  rearing  of  domestic  animals  could  be  well  con- 
ducted. The  occupation  of  herding,  which  is  the 
next  step,  although  it  will  support  a  greater  pop- 
ulation than  the  wild  beasts  or  the  forest,  is  still 
very  limited,  and  will,  by  the  principle  of  popula- 
tion, soon  be  insufficient  for  the  support  of  the 
people;  and  their  interest  will  indicate  a  more 
general  resort  to  tillage ;  and  so,  under  the  pro- 
pelling power  of  the  principle  of  population,  and 


the  stimulus  of  interest,  a  community  will  be  cv- 
ried  on  through  each  successive  step  of  tkecoont 
Positive  legislation  would  often  embamss  and  & 
tract  a  people  in  their  progress,  and  rarely,  if  era 
add  to  their  happiness.  A  people  entiray  rakt- 
tered,  and  without  the  use  oi  the  arts,  biTio;  e: 
intercourse  with  more  polished  nattons,  wooA '/ 
very  long  in  passing  through  the  several  sttpcf 
the  process ;  but  a  colony  from  a  polished  onstnr, 
or  where  the  intercourse  with  polished  naticas  e 
convenient  and  frequent,  the  passage  may  be  a- 
pected  to  be  rapid. 

He  then  observed,  that  a  survey  of  the  eitcci 
of  our  country,  the  occopattons  to  be  fooad  m  & 
and  its  population,  and  a  comparison  of  ooi  un}- 
iory  and  population  with  the  territory  and  pop^ 
lation  of  some  of  the  countries  of  Europe,  idi; 
shed  some  light  upon  this  subject  Upon  a  tm- 
parison  of  the  territory  and  popnlatioD  of  tie 
American  Republic  witn  the  territory  and  pe^ 
lation  of  Enfffand  and  Wales,  the  proportion  ml 
be  about  as  tour  to  America,  and  one  hundred  e^ 
seventy  to  England  and  Wales.  Upon  tbe  1^ 
comparison  with  the  kingdom  oi  the  rietherls^ 
the  proportion  will  be  about  as  four  to  twoko- 
dred  and  thirty;  and  upon  the  like  compansR 
with  France,  it  will  stand  as  about  four  tooc 
himdred  and  eighty.  We  have  a  seacoast,viti 
including  Florida,  is  about  three  thousand  m 
in  len^h,  inviting  our  citizens  to  partafcputic 
bouttUes  of  the  ocean,  and  the  advantages  of  coo* 
mercial  intercourse  with  the  nations  of  tfaeniui; 
we  have  a  large  commercial  navigatk>o,aadai^ 
spectable  Navy;  we  have  a  lake  border  of  em) 
extent,  affording  employment  to  many;  ve  bi^ 
an  immense,  unexplored,  and  ualelled  forest  H' 
fording  occupation  or  employment  to  fery  cui!l 
indeed,  in  the  character  ol  hunters,  herd»mefl.  in 
the  most  rude  form  of  agriculturists;  aad  veit^J^ 
a  vast,  but  imperfect  agriculture,  nqmnsi*^ 
tional  labor  to  perfect  it  and  requiring  i^»i^ 
very  many,  indeed,  in  the  characters  of  coa&til 
handicraftsmen  and  artisans.  Can  it  be  tne.t^ 
that  it  has  become  necessary  to  legislate^  iaofM 
to  provide  employments  for  our  people?  Is  ^^^\ 
cessary  to  apply  some  stimulant  for  the  pnrpox ^ 
creating  other  divisions  of  labor  ?  Is  the  cod^iW 
of  the  Republic  already  sa  sickly  as  to  itqm^ 
aid  from  the  political  doctors?  To  thee ^ 
tions  a  negative  answer  ousht  to  be  girea.  ^ 
two  hundred  and  thirty  to  Vm  square  nu^^f  ^ 
in  the  kingdom  of  the  Netherhinds,  aad  ii^^ 
hardly  pressed  in  America  ?  ^ 

The  policy  of  this  bUl  is  not  only  pwn^^"^"*^ 
unnecessary,  but  it  is  grossly  unjust  The  ei» 
of  its  injustice  cannot  be  ascertained  with  pi^ 
sion,  but  it  wUl  certaifily  be  very  consid^^ 
From  the  remarks  before  made,  to  show  the  e^J 
of  the  bUl,  it  may  be  fairly  inferred  that  it«^« 
the  cause  of  a  loss  of  revenue  to  the  Got^"^^ 
to  the  amount  of  three  or  four  mil|ioD!^j^ 
per  annum,  counting  from  the  terminatioD  ^ 
two  or  three  years.  The  loss  of  rcveauM^j ; 
will  not  produce  the  result  which  is  <^®''J^' 
effect  this,  there  must  be  an  increase  of?"^ 
As  the  bill,  if  passed,  will  exclude  all  fairf^F 
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tilion  between  the  merchants  and  manufacturers, 
in  the  articles  of  woollen  and  cotton  cloths,  and 
probably  some  other  articles,  an  increase  of  prices 
to  a  large  amount,  is  fairly  to  be  inferred.  The 
sam  total  of  the  increase  will  probably  amount  to 
as  mueh,  or  nearly  as  much,  %s  the  rerenue  lost — 
say  three  million  of  dollars;  and,  as  the  deficit  in 
the  revenue  of  three  million  of  dollars  must  be 
supplied  by  some  mode  of  internal  taxation,  to  be 
paid  by  the  tillers,  landholders,  blacksmiths,  car- 
penters, coopers,  joiners,  dbc,  the  extent  of  the 
iinastice  to  these  may  be  set  down  at  six  million 
ot  dollars,  annually,  paid  to  lar^^  capitalists,  en- 
gaged in  conducting  manufactories  of  woollen  and 
cotton  cloths,  and  perhaps  a  few  others.  But  it 
is  fair  to  admit  that  the  smugglers  may  take  a 
share  with  the  manufacturers  in  the  market ;  and, 
if  so,  the  increase  of  prices  will  not  be  advanced 
to  mac  h.  But,  still,  the  revenue  lost  must  be  made 
good ;  so  that  the  people  will,  in  the  latter  view, 
pay  about  five  million  of  dollars  to  encourage  do- 
mestic mftDofactures,  and  for  the  benjefit  of  smug- 
glers. He  said  he  was  aware  that  the  application 
of  so  strong  a  stimulus  would,  in  the  course  of 
some  twelve  or  fifteen  years,  aivert  so  much  of 
the  capital  and  labor  of  the  country,  from  present 
occupations,  that  more  would  be  manufactured 
than  could  be  consumed  in  the  countrv.  The 
natural  results  of  this  state  of  things  will  be  the 
reduction  of  prices,  and  a  large  surplus  unsold ; 
and  then  applications  to  Congress  for  bounties,  to 
enable  our  citizens  to  compete  with  foreigners,  in 
foreign  markets.  We  will  be  then  told  that  the 
property  belongs  to  the  nation;  that  it  will  be 
better  for  the  nation  to  pay  a  small  bounty  than  to 
lose  tiie  property  so  on  nand ;  and  that,  by  giving 
such  extra  encouragement,  we  had  produced  the 
re^t,  and  ought,  in  good  faith,  to  relieve  the 
manuSBacturers  from  the  difllculty. 

He  said,  that  the  next  objection  which  he  would 
present,  was,  that  the  policy  of  the  bill  may,  and' 
probably  would  lead,  to  an  injurious  use  of  foreign 
capital.  The  foreign  manufacturing  capitalists, 
in  making  sales  of  the  products  of  their  shops, 
must  do  it  with  a  reference  to  the  state  of  duties 
to  be  paid,  the  expenses  of  transportation,  includ- 
ing imurances,  aad  the  pofits  <»  the  merchants ; 
they  must,  in  the  general,  be  content  with  a  small 
per  centum  upon  the  capital  employed  in  their 
bosineas ;  and  they  are  g^erally  induced  to  em- 
ploy it  at  home  for  a  small  profit,  because  of  its 
being  immediately  under  their  inspection,  and  be- 
caase  they  are  unwilling  to  leave  tneir  friends  and 
relations;  bat  this  bill,  which,  from  the  remarks 
of  many  gentlemen,  seems  to  be  intended  as  a 
naeasure  of  war  against  British  manufacturing 
capitalists,  presents  a  temptation  rather  too  strong 
to  be  resisted  by  them ;  it  will  have  the  double 
effect  of  embarrassing  their  operations  at  home, 
aad  of  inviting  them,  by  premiums  of  more  than 
thirty  and  one  hundred  per  centum,  to  come  here ; 
they  will  soon  discover,  that  they  may  remain  in 
Hritain  with  their  friends,  and,  by  planting  their 
shops  here,  draw  from  hence,  annually,  exorbitant 
profits  upon  their  capital.  The  fear  of  excessive 
competition,  before  the  lapse  of  a  long  time,  and 


want  of  confidence  in  the  stability  of  the  proposed 
system,  may  deter  them  from  this  course ;  but  the 
temptation  is  certainly  very  strong.  One  nation 
may  use  the  capital  of  another,  profitably,  under 
certain  circumstances.  This  will  be  true  in  relation 
td[a  people  in  their  infancy,  paying  a  moderate  rate 
of  interest;  but  the  payment  of  thirty  and  one 
hundred  per  centum  must  be  sreatly  detrimental ; 
and  too  much  to  be  paid  under  any  state  of  cir- 
cumstances. 

He  said,  another  objection  to  the  policy  of  this 
bill,  is  the  probable  loss  of  markets  for  some  of  our 
staples.  Some  gentlemen  seem  to  entertain  the 
idea  that,  under  the  operation  of  the  proposed 
system,  there  is  to  be,  in  a  short  time,  a  great 
overflowing  of  cash  in  this  country ;  that  when 
we  export  and  sell  some  sixty  or  seventy  millions  of 
dollars  worth  of  our  products,  and  bring  back  little 
else  than  gold  and  silver,  we  will  have  excellent 
times.  This,  sir^  is  mere  dreaming,  and  is  a  state 
of  c(»nmerce  which  the  world  could  carry  on  with 
us  but  for  a  few  years.  Commerce,  sir,  is  based  upon 
mutual  advantage;  the  gtesX  items  of  it  consist 
of  what  can  be  parted  with  on  each  side,  not  in 
that  which  the  one  or  the  other  has  not,  and  con^ 
sequently  cannot  part  with ;  comparatively  small 
quantities  of  gold  and  silver  are  thrown  in,  to 
strike  the  balance.  How,  then,  will  our  com- 
merce stand  with  the  nations  of  Europe,  when  we 
refuse  to  receive  in  exchange  the  products  of  their 
work-shops  ?  The  answer  is  obvious ;  they  can- 
not trade  with  us ;  they  must  look  out  for  markets 
where  they  can  exchange  those  things  which  they 
have,  for  those  things  which  they  stand  in  need 
of;  besides,  under  such  a  policy,  our  commodities 
must  compete  with  those  which  have  been  brought 
into  market  by  merchants,  making  a  profit  on  the 
outward  and  inward  cargoes,  whereas,  our  mer- 
chants would  have  no  chance  of  profit  but  on  one. 
The  result  of  such  a  course  of  commerce,  must 
be,  sales  at  excessively  low  prices,  whenever  made ; 
and  the  loss  of  sales  to  a  very  considerable  extent. 
The  British  merchant  will  not  go  6ut  to  Brazfl 
and  elsewhere,  in  South  America,  with  a  car^ 
of  woollen  and  cotton  goods,  and  refuse,  while 
there,  to  take  cotton  in  exchange  for  his  cargo, 
insist  upon  receiving  cash,  in  order  to  return  oy 
a  port  to  the  United  States,  to  purchase  cotton, 
unless  the  price  in  the  United  States  be  exces- 
sively low. 

He  said,  another  evil,  and  one  dependent  upon 
the  last  will  be  the  decline  of  agricultural  indus- 
try. Tne  loss  of  markets  would  dispense  with  the 
necessity  of  growing  the  quantity  which  had  be- 
fore been  produced,  Jess  being  required,  less  would 
be  produced.  He  said,  another  objection  to  the 
policy  under  consideration^  will  be  its  tendency  to 
the  reduction  of  the  number  of  our  sailors.  He 
then  remarked,  that,  if  all  the  labor  of  the  people 
might  be  usefully  employed  without  the  creation 
of  any  new  business  or  occupation — and  he  had 
hoped  that  was  apparent,  from  the  survey  which 
he  had  taken  of  tne  various  occupations  in  the 
country — ^it  would  follow  as  a  correct  conclusion, 
that  the  withdrawal  of  labor  from  any  class  might 
be  productive  of  mischief;  if  our  vast  agricul- 
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Cure  is  imperfect!)^  manaeed,  and  would  require ' 
more  laborers  to  give  it  that  degree  of  perfection 
of  which  it  is  susceptible,  certainly  it  will  become 
more  imperfect,  by  taking  from  it  a  portion  of  those  , 
persons  who  ought  to  be  employed  about  it.  But  . 
the  number  of  sailors  is  more  directly  under  the 
influence  of  this  policy,  than  any  other  occupation. 
The  large  work-shops  intended  to  be  brougnt  into 
existence,  or  encouraged,  being  already  in  exist- 1 
ence,  will  be  sited,  or  are  already  sited,  in  the 
country  adjacent  to  the  seacoast ;  the  poorer  class 
of  boys  are  the  materials,  out  of  which  sailors  are 
to  be  made,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  hands 
for  conducting  the  machinery  of  those  shops ;  a 
competition,  then,  will  be  raised  immediately  be- 
tween the  navigation  of  the  country  and  the  man- 
ufacturers, in  which  the  latter  will  prevail ;  the 
perils  of  the  ocean,  the  frequent  separations  of 
parents  and  children,  incident  to  a  sea-faring  life, 
will  enlist  the  feelings  of  parents  on  the  side  of 
the  manufacturers;  and  the  navigation  of  the 
country  will  be  greatly  paralyzed,  if  not  wholly 
ruined.  We  may  still  have  ships  for  commerce, 
and  vessels  of  war ;  but  without  sailors  they  will 
be  but  lifeless  masses.  He  said,  facts  already  ex- 
isted, which  tended  in  some  degree  to  prove  that 
this  ruinous  competition  has  been  in  operation. 
In  the  year  1806  we  exported,  of  the  products  of 
the  fisheries  $3,420,000  worth ;  in  the  year  1821, 
the  exportations  from  the  same  source,  amounted 
to  only  $1,499,000  worth ;  this  declension,  he 
much  feared,  had,  in  a  high  degree,  resulted  from 
the  high  duties  of  1816.  This  matter  demands 
our  very  serious  consideration ;  our  commodities 
for  exportation  are  extremely  bulky,  and  conse- 
quently require  a  great  tonnage  and  many  sailors ; 
and  we  have  a  young  navy,  encircled  in  a  blaze 
of  glory,  requiring  also  a  great  number.  Will  it 
be  wise  to  adopt  a  policy  which  may  prostrate 
our  navigation,  commerce,  and  navjr  ?  All  will 
answer,  that  it  would  not ;  but  the  friends  of  this 
measure  can  give  no  assurance  that  such  will 
not  be  its  results ;  and  surely  the  application  of 
80  strong  a  stimulant  must  tend  very  strongly  to 
produce  such  results.  If  we  have  barely  enough 
to  fill  the  various  employments  in  the  country, 
and  the  class  of  sailors  will  be  most  probably  re- 
duced, and  to  the  greatest  extent;  the  conse- 
quences will  probably  be  the  utter  ruin  of  the  em- 
ployments dependent  upon  sailors,  together  with 
our  infant  navy. 

He  said,  it  was  a  further  ground  of  objection  to 
the  policy  of  this  bill,  that  it  will,  in  its  operation, 
be  calculated  to  produce  a  chan^^e  in  the  charac- 
ter of  our  population,  without,  in  any  degree,  in- 
creasing the  moral  or  physical  energies  of  the 
nation,  or  in  any  degree  promoting  the  increase 
of  virtue ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  in  all  those  par- 
ticulars, having  the  opposite  tendency. 

He  said  he  would  not  stop  long  to  determine 
whether  virtuous  habits  might  not  be  maintained 
in  one  of  those  ^reat  workshops.  He  was  willing 
to  admit  it  possible,  under  proper  regulations ;  but 
he  believed  the  life  of  a  country  cultivator,  or  a 
country  mechanic,  more  favorable  to  such  habits ; 
and,  as  to  mental  and  bodily  energy,  the  latter 


mode  of  life  was  certainly  most  favorable.  Thsee 
reared  up  in  these  workshops  are  certainly  en- 
gaged, except  during  the  few  boors  allowed  fe 
sleeping,  in  a  few  operations,  coDfioed  withb  i 
very  narrow  i«pace,  and  requiring  their  aniemit^ 
attention ;  their  limfbs  are  not  duly  exercised,  aoj 
they  have  neither  time  for  receiving  impressiQii 
from  external  objects,  nor  for  reflecttoaapofl«di 
as  they  may  chance  to  see ;  and  they  canharebBU 
very  limited  knowledge  of  human  natoie.  Hoct 
they  become,  as  it  were,  appurtenant  to  their  shcn. 
and  completely  dependent  upon  the  capitalist wk 
has  employed  them.  Not  so  with  the  man  of  ibe 
country;  his  mind  is  continually  roused  inioi 
state  of  activity,  by  the  continual  operation  of  ex- 
ternal objects,  forcing  him  into  trains  of  rcfiectictt. 
he  walks  abroad  erect,  and  intermingles  witkmeB: 
he  applies  himself  to  various  occupations;  beii 
not  dependent  for  bread  on  the  whim  or  cajincf 
of  any  particular  individual,  or  upon  fiodin|«&- 
ployment  in  a  particular  business;  if  the  axe  fib 
him,  he  can  take  the  saw ;  if  he  cannot  be  ea- 
ployed  to  make  rails,  he  can  grub ;  if  not  to  rap. 
he  can  mow. 

Mr.  M.  remarked,  that  he  was  no  enthasasi. 
that  he  was  almost  without  imagination ;  bat  yr.. 
when  he  read  of,  or  in  any  way  heard,  the  recitt 
of  the  feats  of  our  hardy  and  valiant  tars  opou  the 
ocean's  wave ;  or  of  tne  exploits  of  our  t£rriiii« 
sharp-shooters  of  the  field  and  the  forest,  lie  ielt 
the  pleasant  glow  of  national  pride ;  he  vasindy 
to  cry  out,  these  will  be  our  shields  in  tbe  boc  of 
peril;  but,  when  told  of  the  dexterity  of  male  spia- 
ners  and  male  weavers,  he  experienced  no  socb 
emotion,  and  hoped  for  but  little  from  their  pov- 
ers  for  defence.  A  transformation  of  our  popoii- 
tion  must,  in  some  degree,  take  place,  under  tN 
operation  of  natural  principles;  and,  wbeo  :: 
comes  to  pass,  it  must  be  enaured.  But  becdoi<i 
see  no  wisdom  in  legblating  to  hasten  a  yeid- 
which  must  of  necessity  come ;  and  whick,  vko 
it  arrives,  will  bring  no  addition  to  our  hs^^^ 

He  said  he  would  state,  as  another  and  ihcUs^ 
objection  to  the  policy  of  this  bill,  that  it  teod^to 
accumulate  too  great  a  portion  of  wealth  in  a  fev 
hands ;  and,  by  consequence,  to  the  creation  e(  £ 
sort  of  aristocracy.  So  large  a  profit  as  this  \aI 
indirectly  promises  to  those  who  have  or  mar  i^ 
vest  their  capitals  in  the  woollen  and  cotton  itffi- 
ufactures,  cannot  fail  to  produce  this  resalt,  \i  ^ 
system  is  persisted  in ;  unless  they  are  an&te^i^ 
their  course  by  too  much  competition,  or  br  ex- 
cessive smuggling ;  neither  of  which,  nor  both,^ 
he  thought,  could  efifect  it,  except  partially.  Ti^ 
men,  then,  may  be  expected  to  become  excessiTeif 
rich,  and  will  have  around  them  hosts  of  d^ 
having  no  will  but  that  of  their  employers;  as 
dependent  upon  those  money-holders,  and  notvt 
qualified  to  form  opinions  of  the  characters'^ 
men.  Chance  may,  to  be  sure,  give  this  infloe&c^ 
a  salutary  direction.  It  may  so  happen  tbat  ^ 
terest  may  point  to  the  right  way ;  but  there  ^ 
great  danger  of  its  operations  being  opposed  to^ 
general  weal ;  and  it  is  fair  to  view  it  as  an  (Xpsr 
ized  interest,  ready  to  act  with  great  efifect  n^ 
politics  of  the  community,  and  willing,  wbeae^^ 


915 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


946 


Femdahv,  1823. 


New  Tariff  BOL 


H.  OF  R. 


I 


it  may,  to  promote  its  interest  at  the  expense 
of  the  communitr.  From  these  knights  of  the 
spindle  and  shuttle,  he  confessed,  that  he  expect- 
ed a  rerjr  close  adherence  to  their  own  interest; 
and  be  believed,  from  what  he  had  already 
seeo,  that  their  power  may  he  rery  great,  and 
much  to  he  feared.  Having  presented  some  of 
ik  maoy  objections  to  the  principles  of  the  bill, 
k  said  he  woald  proceed  next  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  arguments  which  have  been  relied  upon 
as  supporting  them. 

He  said  that  the  friends  of  the  proposed  policy 
assert,  that  the  balance  of  the  account,  in  our  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations,  has  been  for  many 
feats  running  against  us ;  that  we  have  been  year- 
y  exporting  specie  to  make  up  the  balance ;  and 
that  we  must  resort  to  this  policy  to  restore  the 
halaoce,  and  save  our  specie.     The  propositions 
here  stated  are  affirmative,  and  ought  to  be  con- 
f  iocingly  established  before  they  are  made  the  ba- 
sis of  legislation ;  and  of  this  the  advocates  of  the 
bill  are  aware,  and  accordingly  have  presented 
what  tbev  call  proofs.    Let  us  hear  and  examine 
them..  Toe  excess  of  importations  over  exportations, 
as  exhibited  by  the  records  of  the  custom-houses,  is 
alleged  to  indicate  this  unfavorable  balance.    If 
this  be  true,  the  balance  has  been  against  us  every 
year,  from  17dO  down  to  the  end  ofthe  year  1822 ; 
and  to  so  large  an  amount,  that  it  must  be  impos- 
sible for  Qs  to  pay  them,  and  ruinous  to  the  nations 
who  hare  extended  to  us  such  credits;  in  a  word, 
that  they  have  given  to  us  so  much  of  their  labor, 
without  any  return.    The  excess  of  importations 
over  exportations  does  not  indicate  an  unfavorable 
baiaoce;  and  in  truth,  peru,  indicates  nothing 
coaciusively,  except  that  there  is  a  difference  be- 
tween the  amount  of  exported  and  imported  arti- 
cles, according  to  the  inroices.    He  said  he  had 
heard  much  talk  about  the  commercial  balance, 
sod  great  difference  of  opinion  among  men  appa- 
reoiiy  learned ;  but  as,  from  the  discordance  of 
their  views,  he  could  rest  upon  none  of  them,  he 
had  been  induced  to  examine  the  matter,  with 
considerable  attention,  himself;  and  was  now  tho- 
roughly convinced,  that  nothing  could  be  more 
pquiTocal  than  the  excess  of  importations,  as  an 
item  in  a  nation's  account ;  that  even  learned  men 
bad  put  it  down  on  the  debtor's  side,  when  it  man- 
if»tly  ought  to  stand  on  the  side  of  credits.    He 
^id  he  would  further  illustrate  what  he  had  ad- 
faaeed,  by  recurring  to  some  statements  and  re- 
narks  in  Seybert's  statistical  wock.    Doctor  Sey- 
)ert  states  the  average  amount  of  exportations  for 
^e  three  years,  1802, 1803,  and  1804,  at  Q68,481,-. 
^  worth,  and  the  average  of  importations,  for 
he  same  three  years,  at  $75,316,000  worth ;  sup- 
)oses,  evidently,  that  we  were  chargeable  with  the 
^tter  sum ;  deducts  the  first  from  the  last  and 
ays  that  there  was  an  apparent  balance  of  $6,- 
i35,00O  against  us.    Now,  as  the  years  selected 
v^ere  the  most  prosperous  in  the  annals  of  our 
ommerce,  it  is  quite  alarming  to  be  told  that,  at 
he  eod  of  that  term,  we  had  sunk  nearly  $21,- 
00,000.  A  close  scrutiny  of  this  matter  will  show 
^at  the  doctor  was  under  a  small  mistake ;  that, 
^tead  of  an  apparent  balance  against  us,  there 


was,  to  use  a  lawyer's  phrase,  prima  fade,  a  bal- 
ance to  near  the  amount  of  the  excess  stated  in  our 
favor ;  and  of  course  that  the  item  of  excess  was 
placed  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  account. 

We  know,  from  the  records  of  the  custom- 
houses, the  amount  of  commodities  exported,  and 
their  American  prices ;  and  we  know  the  Euro- 
pean prices  of  the  articles  imported.  We  may 
know  from  the  same  source  the  proportions  of  the 
American  and  foreign  tonnage  employed  in  the 
commerce  of  the  three  years  mentioned.  The 
American  is  believed,  and,  for  the  sake  of  argu- 
ment, will  be  stated,  as  constituting  nine-tenths 
of  the  whole.  This  is  all  the  information  which 
the  records  exhibit ;  and  what  is  the  rational  con- 
clusion from  the  evidence?  It  is,  that  the  Ame- 
rican merchants  exported  nine-tenths  of  the  sixty- 
ei^ht  millions,  witn  which  they  purchased  and 
paid  for  nine-tenths  of  the  seventy-five  millions. 
In  making  up  the  account,  then,  nine-tenths  of 
the  excess  of  the  importationis  are  to  be  placed  to 
the  credit  of  the  United  States,  and  not  debited ; 
and  as  we  have  been  debited,  when  we  ought  to 
have  been  credited,  the  nine-tenths  must  be  taken 
from  the  seventy-five  millions,  the  amount  of  im- 
portaUons,  and  added  to  the  sixty-eight  millions. 
The  balance  in  our  favor,  under  this  view,  will, 
prima  facte,  appear  to  be  about  $1 1,503,000.  This 
will  be  better  illustrated,  perhaps,  by  putting  a 
very  simple  case.  Suppose,  then,  that  an  Ameri- 
can merchant,  upon  his  own  account,  and  in  his 
own  vessel,  and  with  his  own  sailors,  exports 
940,000  worth  of  American  commodities  and  ac- 
tually barters  them  for  $50,000  worth  of  European 
merchandise,  which  he  imports ;  how  will  the  na- 
tion's account  stand  in  this  single  transaction? 
Why,  according  to  the  account  of  Doctor  Sey- 
bert^  there  will  ne  an  apparent  balance  of  $10,000 
against  the  nation.  But,  in  this  case,  it  is  quite 
clear  that  the  excess  of  the  importation  over  the 
exportation,  is  gain,  as  well  with  respect  to  the 
individual  as  the  nation ;  and  that  if  it  is  charged, 
when  it  ought  to  have  been  credited,  that  error 
can  only  be  corrected  by  taking  the  amount  from 
the  side  where  it  was  wrongly  placed  and  adding 
it  to  the  other.  To  take  it.  only  in  the  case  put, 
would  leave  $40,000  on  each  side,  when  it  appears 
clearly  that  the  two  sides  make  $00,000.  But  he 
said  he  would  admit  that  the  inference  which  he 
had  contended  for  may  be  fallacious,  and  that  the 
excess  of  importations  may  not  indicate  truly  the 
real  state  of  the  account.  The  commercial  trans- 
actions of  a  country  may  be  conducted  principally 
by  foreigners  or  with  foreij^  capital,  or  large 
credits  may  be  taken  j  in  either  of  wkich  cases 
the  prima  facie  indication  would  be  incorrect ;  but 
these  are  matters  to  be  proved  by  evidence  dehors 
the  record. 

But  as  further  matters  of  evidence,  of  an  unfa- 
vorable balance^  it  is  said,  that  the  rate  of  ex- 
change with  Britain  is  against  us ;  and  that  the 
owners  of  stock  have  been  sending  them  there  to 
be  sold  for  less  than  thev  could  be  sold  for  here. 
He  said  he  would  admit  tnat  these  are  indications 
of  an  unfavorable  balance,  at  some  time  not  very 
remote,  in  our  account  with  Britain;  but  they 
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could  not  be  taken  as  evidence  of  an  unfavorable  ! 
balance,  in  the  great  general  account  with  the 
world :  for  the  account  may  stand  well  with  all 
others  except  Britain.  He  said  further,  that  the 
facts  alleged  may  be  true,  and  yet  the  account 
may  stand  well  in  the  transactions  of  the  last  two 
or  three  years.  It  will  be  recollected,  that,  in  the 
year  1808,  our  ezportations  were  prohibited,  and 
the  books  of  the  custom-houses  will  show  so  large 
a  balance  against  us  in  that  year  as  to  ezcluae 
the  inference  of  its  being  the  result  of  the  gain  of 
the  merchants ;  our  account,  then,  in  that  year, 
was  deranged,  and  rendered  very  unfavorable; 
and  it  is  but  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  ac- 
count of  several  succeeding  years  was  influenced 
by  that ;  that  is  to  say,  we  were  not  clear  of  debt, 
and  were  payins  off  the  old  score  for  several  years, 
or  in  other  words,  we  were  obliged  to  apply  the 
proceeds  of  a  present  to  the  discharge  of  tne  score 
of  a  past  year,  and  take  credit  for  other  purchases, 
and  so  on.  It  will  also  be  recollected,  that  our 
importations  in  1815  and  1816  were  excessive; 
and  so  much  so  that  their  excess,  combined  with 
other  circumstances,  prove  that  they  were  not  the 
result  of  merchants'  profit,  and,  consequently,  that 
the  balance  of  those  years  was  against  us.  The 
operation  of  those  balances,  of  course,  has  been 
the  same  as  before  mentioned ;  and  may  in  truth 
be  the  cause  of  the  facts  alleged.  He  could  not 
infer,  from  any  known  facts,  that  the  balance  of 
the  last  three  years  was  unfavorable.  The  excess 
of  the  imports  over  the  exports,  were  not  more 
than  a  moderate  profit  of  the  merchants  and  ship- 
owners. As  to  the  running  out  of  the  specie, 
which  seemed  so  deeply  affecting  to  some  gentle- 
men, he  had  only  to  say  that  it  must  have  run  in 
before  it  ran  out ;  and  that,  notwithstanding  this 
runnin?  out  of  specie  has  been  complained  of  for 
a  very  long  time,  we  have  still  vastly  more  of  it 
than  m  days  of  yore. 

But,  if  it  be  true,  that  the  balance  of  our  com- 
mercial account  is  unfavorable,  still  it  would  not 
follow  that  the  passage  of  this  bill  would  set  it 
right ;  he  believed,  the  friends  of  this  policy  had 
not  well  examined  the  causes  or  agents  m  the  pro- 
duction of  such  balance ;  and  he  believed,  also, 
that,  upon  making  such  examination,  it  would  be 
found  to  be  a  matter  not  so  easily  controlled  by 
mere  positive  legislation.  He  said,  the  love  of 
distinction  has  a  raight^r  agency  in  the  production 
of  the  effect  under  consideration ;  it  is  one  of  the 
stroiigest  principles  in  man's  composition ;  indu- 
cing some  to  advance,  undaunted,  upon  the  pointed 
bayonet,  and  roaring  cannon ;  displaying  itself  in 


and  manifested  by  others  in  large  collections  of 
costly  curiosities,  having  little  utility.  The  desire 
to  gratify  our  appetite  for  delicious  meats  and 
drinks  is  no  inconsiderable  agent,  in  the  produc- 
tion of  the  effect.  Idleness  has  a  double  operation ; 
the  one  positive,  the  other  ne^tive :  and  prodi- 
gality, in  every  torm  in  which  it  can  be  presented, 
18  a  most  powerful  agent,  in  this  matter.  These 
causes  or  agents  exist  at  all  times  and  in  all  places; 


but  there  are  others,  which  may  be  said  to  be  pe- 
culiar to  this  country.    The  first  is  the  infancy  of 
the  nation :  we  may  be  compared  tea  family  jast 
breaking  forth  from  the  parental  establishment,  to 
settle  and  create  new  establishments ;  whilst  all 
the  members  of  a  family  remain  with  the  parents, 
the  same  house,  with  one  set  of  fornitnie,  and  one 
set  of  implements  of  husbandry,  suffices  for  all ; 
but  when  the  members  separate,  and  set  about 
establishing  themselves  upon  other  farms,  each 
must,  to  a  certain  extent,  have  the  same  articles 
possessed  by  the  parents :  hence,  a  great  increase 
m  the  expenditures  of  the  same  family,  or  rather 
what  had  constituted  the  same  family.    So,  in 
this  infant  republic,  we  have  had  an  immense  for- 
est to  clear,  and  families  have  been  reared  op  and 
separated,  and  those  so  separated  have  reared  ap 
otners,  who  have  separated ;  and  farming  estalh 
lishments  have  succeeded  each  other  with  a  rapid- 
ity not  to  be  paralleled  in  any  other  coontry  or 
SL^e :  hence,  the  necessity  of  much  greater  expen- 
ditures, in  proportion  to  numbers,  than  in  long  set- 
tled countnes ;  and  by  the  way  it  may  be  remarked, 
that  the  expenditures  superinduced,  by  this  state 
of  things,  to  a  certain  extent,  would  well  justify 
an  un&vorable  balance,  in  our  commerce  with  the 
old  nations  of  Europe,  because  it  was  a  means  of 
rendering  our  lands  more  vadiiable,  in  a  degree 
beyond  caleitlatiott.    Another  cause  of  a  teadency 
to  an  unfiavorabie  balance,  is  the  approzknation  to 
equality  of  pecuniary  condition  existing  in  large 
portions  of  our  country.    This  state  of  e<)aaliiy 
produces  a  sort  of  rivalry  among  the  members  of 
the  ditiferent  families  in  the  same  neighbOThood, 
productive  of  the  expenditure  of  much  monej,  in 
very  expensive  foreign  articles  of  show  and  tasb- 
ion :  change  the  scene ;  render  all  poor  depen- 
dent tenants,  not  one  daring  to  think  of  weariag 
a  Leghorn  bonnet  or  using  amahoganjr  table,  and 
a  vast  saving  in  the  nation's  expenditures  may 
accrue,  because  the  sum  necessary  to  support  the 
one  in  great  splendor  will  be  greatly  ex^eded  by 
the  sum  total  expended  by  the  many  in  the  case 
first  described.    There  are  other  causes,  which  aft 
accidental,  and  may  exist  in  any  country,  as  a 
sudden  depression  of  prices,  famine,  dtc.    A  f&^ 
view  of  these  causes  and  ag^ts  in  tlie  production 
of  an  unfavorable  balance  of  commerce,  ouglit  to 
convince  us,  that  it  is  a  matter  not  to  be  controlled 
by  mere  legislation,  without  resorting  to  means 
extremely  rigid,  vexatious,  and  hardly  compatible 
with  rationu  Uberty.    But,  let  not  the  friends  o( 
the  principle  of  this  bill  repine,  because  of  the 
difficulty  of  regulating  this  affair  by  acts  of  Con- 
gress :  there  are  in  the  natures  of  men  and  thiDf! 
correctives,  which  will  certainly  keep  the  matta 
about  right ;  yes,  there  are  laws  which  can  control 
the  balance  of  commerce,  and  will  do  it.   Tb( 
efforts  of  the  prodigal  and  vain  tend  to  render  cs 
debtors  to  foreigners,  whilst  the  efforts  of  the  in- 
dustrious and  frugal  have  the  opposite  tendesev : 
the  prodigal  and  vain  soon  run  their  courses  oi 
extravagance ;  the  industrious  and  frugal  moreuHi 
without  ceasing,  through  life,  and  with  an  locrea^^ 
of  force  more  than  in  a  direct  ratio.    Hcrr.  t^^lj 
I  are  grounds  for  much  hope.    And  there  is  stil 
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loother;  it  is  the  pradence  of  foreiffiiers.  We  may 
rest  assured  that  they  will  not  sell  us  much  more 
tban  we  can  pay  them  for.  They  may  make  a 
mistake  about  this  matter;  and,  whenever  thev 
dO}  it  will  be  loss  to  them,  and  gain  to  us.  A 
secood  fault  of  this  kind  ought  not  to  he  expected. 
This  affair  of  the  balance  of  commerce  has,  then, 
its  own  laws,  possessing  sufficient  efficacy  to  keep 
tJK  accounts  of  nations  in  the  proper  condition. 

Mr.M.  then  remarked  that  it  had  been  contended 
iiere  and  elsewhere  that  the  Government  was 
txMiod  to  protect  domestic  manufactures ;  and  this 
argmneot,  if  argument  it  may  be  called,  has  been 
urged  with  so  much  zeal  that  many  had  been  im- 
weed  upon  by  the  manner  rather  than  the  matter. 
If  theiriends  of  this  bill  were  req[uired  to  desig- 
nate the  jurist  or  writer  on  the  subject  of  political 
power  woo  had  used  the  word  protection  in  the 
Kose  of  this  bill,  he  was  confident  they  would  fail 
to  find  one.  Yet  this  Grovemment  is  boldly  cen- 
sured for  not  adopting  a  newfangled  sense  of  a 
word,  having  heretofore  a  well  settled  import 
imoQg  politicians ;  and,  under  such  new  sense  of 
tile  word,  exercise  the  power  of  bribing  a  portion 
of  the  oeople  to  embrace  a  new  occupation,  and  to 
compel  the  balance  to  pay  them  exorbitantly  for 
so  doiog.  It  may  be  useful,  under  this  head,  to 
present  a  clear  but  concise  sketch  of  the  duties  of 
govemors  with  respect  to  the  rights  of  the  individ- 
Qiis  of  the  commanity. 

Ut,  Then,  the  personal  rights  of  individuals 
ought  to  be  equal,  and  clear^  and  explicitly  de- 
fined; and  such  ought  to  be  the  state  of  the  law 
in  relation  to  property,  real  and  personal. 

^'  Crimes  and  misdemeanors,  with  their  pun- 
ishments, ought  to  be  clearly  and  explicitlv  defined. 

3d.  Such  regulations  of  police  as  would  promote 
the  general  weal  ought  to  be  adopted,  having  a 
strict  regard  to  justice  among  the  members  of  the 
conuDunity. 

4th.  Justice  ought  to  be  correctly  and  speedily 
idministered ;  and.  to  this  end.  well  organized 
coorts  ought  to  be  kept  constantly  in  operation. 

^h.  A  well  organized  public  force  should  be 
constantly  in  readiness,  to  repel  illegal  violence, 
eternal  or  internal,  and  to  yield  to  each  member 
of  the  community  whatever  to  him  belong,  ac- 
cording to  the  laws,  as  manifested  by  the  judgment 
of  a  court 

These  matters  embrace  "  the  law  and  the  proph- 
^" of  good  government;  and  yet  this  matter  of 
protectiog  aira  encouraging  domestic  manufac' 
tares  is  not  embraced.  In  truth,  it  is  a  novel  read- 
*^  of  political  protection,  neither  warranted  by 
9>od  authorities,  justice,  reason,  or  the  Constitu- 
Uon  of  the  nation. 

It  is  contended  by  the  friends  of  the  policy  of 
u^is  bill,  that  as  we  have  certain  raw  materials, 
ve  ought  to  work  them  up.  This  argument  proves 
^  npuch  to  be  of  any  value ;  for,  if  it  be  true  in 
^Ution  to  us,  it  is  also  true  with  respect  to  the 
Indians  inhabiting  the  vast  scope  of  country  be- 
tween Hudson's  bay  and  the  mouth  of  the  Colum- 
hia  river,  proving  tnat  they  ought  to  manufacture 
their  beaver  skins  into  hats  instead  of  selling  them. 
The  useful  branches  of  the  commerce  of  a  nation 


may  be  divided  into  two  parts ;  one,  the  exchange 
of  the  surplus  of  its  products  for  articles  calculated 
to  render  the  condition  of  the  people  more  com- 
fortable, but|which  articles  might  be  obtained  at 
home  by  the  exertion  of  a  much  greater  portion 
of  labor :  the  other,  the  exchange  of  such  surplus 
for  articles  yielding  greater  comfort,  as  indbpen- 
sable  as  medicines,  and  which  cannot  be  obtained 
at  home.  The  exchange  of  our  raw  materials, 
cotton,  for  example,  for  cotton  cloth,  belongs  to 
the  first  branch;  and  the  exchange  of  flour  for 
coffee  belongs  to  the  second.  But  remarks  pre- 
viously made  prove  that  the  course  proposed,  if  car- 
ried into  full  effect,  would  break  up  our  commerce 
with  all  the  world,  or  so  reduce  it  as  to  render  it 
unworthy  of  any  further  notice.  In  what  ought 
a  nation  to  deal  with  foreigners;  or,  in  other  words, 
what  articles  ought  it  take  into  the  markets  of  the 
world  ?  The  answer  is  at  hand — ^it  ou^ht  to  go 
into  the  market  with  those  articles  which,  from 
the  peculiarity  of  the  climate,  soil,  or  condition,  it 
can  produce  with  the  greatest  comparative  advan- 
tage. In  what  have  we  the  advantage  of  the  na- 
tions of  Europe,  most  densely  popiuated  ?  The 
answer  is,  in  abundance,  cheapness,  and  freshness 
of  soil ;  in  a  capacity  to  produce  raw  materials  at 
a  less  expense.  In  what  have  they  the  advantage 
of  us  ?  The  answer  is — ^in  abundance  of  labor. 
The  most  advantageous  interchange  in  commerce, 
then,  must  be  raw  materials  for  wnat,  in  effect^  is 
labor — nicely  manufactured  articles.  This  notion 
of  manufacturing  instead  of  bartering  is  anti-social, 
and,  when  pursued  into  all  its  consequences,  is 
truly  absurd,  and  calculated  to  break  up  the  com- 
merce between  nations  in  the  most  advantageous 
points.  There  is  nothing  accordant  with  the  best 
reelings  of  men  in  the  idea  of  withholding  from 
the  very  poor  of  Europe  the  only  means  which 
they  have  of  feeding  and  clothing  themselves ; 
when,  too,  they  can  make  you  a  just  return  in  the 
only  possible  mode — ^by  their  labor. 

It  IS  contended,  by  the  friends  of  this  bill,  that 
we  ought  to  pass  it,  in  order  to  create  a  nome 
market  for  our  a|fricultural  products.  This  prop- 
osition presents  itself  to  the  cultivators  in  a  very 
imposing  attitude.  Some  of  them,  not  looking 
minutely  into  it,  imagine  that  a  great  increase  of 
prices  will  be  immediately  consequent.  Let  us 
Igok  into  it,  and  ascertain  what  it  is  worth.  It 
will  be  taken  to  be  true,  that  there  would  be  as 
many  people  in  being  without  its  passage,  as  after 
its  piassage ;  and  it  will  be  admitted  to  be  trtie, 
that  a  certain  portion  of  those  who,  without  its 
passage,  would  remain  cultivators,  will,  by  the 
strong  inducement  which  it  presents^  be  trans- 
formed into  manufacturers;  and  it  will  also  be 
admitted,  that  thereby  the  agricultural  products  of 
the  country  will,  to  a  small  extent,  be  lessened, 
and  consequently  there  may  be  a  small,  but  per- 
haps not  discernible,  increase  of  prices.  The  ac- 
count, then,  will  stand  thus :  on  the  one  side,  the 
value  of  the  labor  of  the  manufacturers  trans- 
formed, by  the  stimulus  of  the  law,  from  tillers, 
and  the  very  inconsiderable  increase  of  the  prices 
be  a  very  small  lessening  of  the  quantity  of  agri- 
cultural products ;  on  the  other  side,  the  labor  of 
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the  persons  withdrawn  from  agriculture,  is  to  be 
set  down  as  one  item ;  the  revenue  to  be  made  up, 
on  account  of  so  much,  lost,  say  93,000^000,  and 
perhaps  $4,000,000,  is  another ;  and  the  increased 
prices,  say  $3,000,000»  is  another.  But  there  is 
another  view  which  deserves  notice.  The  estab- 
lishments, contemplated  by  the  bill,  will  only  af- 
ford an  increase  of  prices,  and  a  beneficial  inter- 
change of  agricultural  for  manufactured  articles, 
within  small  districts  of  the  country.  He  believed, 
that  it  could  be  demonstrated,  that  if  one  hun^d 
thousand  of  those  manufacturers  were  placed  on 
particular  spots  in  Kentuckv,  that  the  whole  of  the 
number  might  be  fed  witnout  transporting  any 
article  for  their  consumption  more  than  fifteen 
miles.  The  number  stated  is  more  than  can  be 
set  down  for  the  share  of  Kentucky ;  and  the  pro- 
bable results  of  a  beneficial  character  upon  the 
whole  State  may  be  estimated  with  some  degree  of 
accuracy. 

But,  it  is  contended  that  the  policy  of  this  bill 
is  necessary,  to  render  us  independent  of  other 
nations.  This  proposition,  by  the  association  of 
ideas,  has  been  very  efficient  in  misguiding  the 
good  people  of  the  country ;  but,  upon  a  near  view, 
there  is  nothing  in  it ;  and  man^  of  those  who  use 
it  must  know  that  it  has  no  solid  or  sound  foun- 
dation. In  a  political  sense,  independence  consists 
in  the  power  of  a  people  to  legislate  for  themselves, 
and  to  manage  their  afiairs,  external  and  internal, 
without  the  control  or  direction  of  any  other  peo- 

Sle,  or  persons  holding  political  power,  not  resi- 
ent  amonff  them.  According  to  this  definition 
of  independence,  we  are  as  completely  independent 
as  any  other  nation  upon  our  globe;  and  as  to  the 
anti-social  feeling  of  independence  which  this  bill 
inculcates,  it  ought  to  be  repressed,  rather  than 
fostered.  If  there  is  any  thing  in  the  sentiment 
worthy  of  being  cherished,  we  ought  to  carry  it  to 
its  utmost  extent,  and  have  no  commercial  inter- 
course with  any  people,  except  through  mere  com- 
passion, to  sell  them  some  oi  our  useless  products, 
taking  nothing  as  the  price  but  specie  or  bullion. 
According  to  the  standard  of  independence  which 
seems  to  be  so  dear  to  the  advocates  for  the  policy 
of  this  bill,  we  ought  to  refuse  to  purchase  the 
Peruvian  bark  :  for,  although  the  use  of  it  may 
enable  some  of  us  to  live  longer,  where  is  the 
American  who  would  not  spurn  existence,  at  the 
price  of  independence  ? 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures has  presented  to  us  a  woful  account  of  the 
exports  of  breadstufis  in  the  years  1790  and  1822 ; 
it  seems,  from  his  statement,  that  we  exported  a 
greater  amount  in  value,  in  the  first  mentioned 
than  in  the  last  mentioned  of  those  years.  This 
is  to  be  regretted ;  it  would  certainly  oe  as  well,  if 
not  better,  that  Pei^nsylvania  could  get  a  better 

Erice  for  her  surplus  wneat.  But  the  gentleman 
as  not  been  very  explicit  in  his  development  of 
the  causes  of  the  difierence  in  value ;  nor  has  he 
told  us  the  amount  in  value  of  the  cotton  exported 
in  those  two  years,  nor  the  total  amount  of  our 
exports  in  those  years.  Perhaps  more  informa- 
tion upon  these  subjects  would  have  yielded  the 
nation  some  comfort.    The  difference  in  the  value 


of  the  amount  of  breadstufib  in  the  two  yos 
mentioned  is  mainly  to  be  ascribed  to  the  tki 
perturbed  condition  of  Europe,  in  the  first  mei* 
tioned  year.  Pennsylvania,  tnen,  had  her  timee: 
much  profit ;  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  bare 
since  had  theirs.  These  chan^  are  to  be  ex- 
pected, and  must  be  endured,  without  demafidiog 
perpetual  changes  of  policy.  It  will  be  sea.  bf 
recurring  to  the  records  of  the  custom-hoQses,ihat 
the  total  of  the  amount  of  our  exports,  in  the  en- 
tleman's  favorite  year,  was  about  twenty  mma 
of  dollars  worth ;  and  from  the  same  sooFce  it 
will  learn  that  in  the  year  1822  the  total  of  ooi 
exports  was  worth  about  seventy-two  millioQ  of 
dollars,  and  it  will  also  be  seen,  from  arievof 
the  same  records,  and  a  comparison  of  ov  popih 
lation,  in  the  two  years  mentioned,  that  the  ei]Kif' 
tations  of  1790  only  amounted  to  four  doUan  is^ 
eighty-four  cents  for  each  person,  wbeo  ikato^. 
1822  amounted  to  about  seven  dollars  and  tvaty 
cents  for  each  penon.  These  &cts  arecalcolitei! 
to  keep  out  the  spirit  of  despondence,  and  bi^ 
been  presented  with  that  view. 

It  has  been  said  that  we  must  retaliate  upissitf 
European  nations ;  we  must  countervail  theirp 
hibitory  systems,  we  must  do  something.  If  ^ 
could  do  something  which  would  be  emcieoi  i 
bringing  the  nations  of  Europe  to  right  Tiev>  ■£ 
relation  to  this  matter,  it  would  be  well  to  set; 
but,  if  we  cannot,  it  will  be  better  to  takeio^ 
ih  the  matter,  because  no  good  can  result  froai  a 
display  of  im  potent  efforts.  The  European  po^ 
is  calculated  to  advance  the  interests  of  ODeclas^. 
at  the  expense  of  another ;  as,  for  enmple,  u; 
British  com  law  oppresses  the  manufacturers  ui 
others,  to  enrich  tne  cultivators ;  this  is  a  paiin 
which  is  abhorrent  to  justice,  and  we  oogbi  t: 
avoid,  rather  than  follow.  But,  even  opoo  ^ 
views  of  the  friends  of  this  bill,  there  is  do  Den- 
sity for  our  retaliatory  action ;  as  one  d  ^ 
regulating  systems  will  serve  for  two  nilioo^i  ^ 
one  of  the  two  so  regulates  as  to  exclude  tbe  pro- 
ducts of  the  other  in  its  markets,  the  lattertfi^ 
soon  cease  to  be  a  customer ;  so  that  the  re^i; 
ing  nation  will  very  soon  find  that  it  has  laid  iKJ< 
of  an  instrument  with  two  edge,  which,  i/^ 
wounds  its  neighbor  in  its  first  motion,  will  iojoR 
itself  in  the  second.  Here  it  may  be  proper^ 
take  some  notice  of  the  very  sarcastic  manner «i|^ 
which  the  advocates  for  the  bill  have  been  plo-^ 
to  consider  what  they  call  "  the  let-os-aloae  p^* 
icy,^'  and  more  especially  the  great  Rassiao  Uh<- 
introduced,  by  a  gentleman  from  PennsjlniA 
with  a  mostlriumphant  air,  as  being  an  aotbon^T- 
strong  and  directly  in  point,  to  overtbrovt^ 
whole  theory  of  the  aforesaid  policy. 

The  authority  of  the  Russian  Ukase  caasct^ 
acknowledged,  first,  because  we  cannot  be  cerua 
that  the  reasons  alleged  by  Alexander,  Emperor" 
all  the  Russias,  were  the  real  motives  to  thepuii^ 
of  the  instrument ;  these  great  potenutes,  n^* 
lieved,  frequently  have  two  sets  of  reasoos:'' 
one  for  the  world,  the  other  for  themsd^e^  * 
will  not  be  acknowledged,  secondly,  l>^^ 
was  not  a  fair  experiment,  to  disprove  tb<i^ 
sense  of  the  "let  alone  policy.^' 
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The  liberal  system  of  commercial  policy,  it 
seems,  was  introduced  into  Russia  in  the  year 
1620;  the  first  consequence  of  the  change,  as 
oQghtto  have  been  expected,  was  exorbitant  im- 
portations; immediately  followed  excessive  com- 
petitioD  amoogst  the  vendors  of  merchandise, 
niioous  to  some  of  them  ;  and  then,  of  course,  was 
presented  the  spectacle  of  a  people,  greatly  injured 
oy  making  cheap  purchases ;  this  operation  was 
permitted  for  alx>ut  two  years,  and  just  when  a 
reaction  might  have  been  exi>ectedj  the  policy  was 
chaoged.  The  case  is  not  in  point;  the  experi- 
ment was  not  complete;  and  so  tne  liberal  or  "let- 
OMloDe  policy"  is  left  just  where  it  was,  before 
the  making  of  this  Russian  Ukase.  The  sarcasms 
of  the  friends  of  the  bill  prove  nothing,  except  a 
dearth  of  argument. 

We  have  Men  triumphantly  pointed  to  England, 
hjihe  advocates  of  this  bill,  as  a  nation  which  has 
grown  rich  bv  her  system  of  prohibitions,  bounties, 
aad  drawbacks.  It  is  true  that  the  English  na- 
tion possess  immense  wealth ;  vast  riches  are  in 
the  hands  of  the  few ;  extreme  poverty  is  the  lot 
of  the  many.  But  is  it  true,  that  the  system  just 
mentioned  has  been  the  cause  of  the  great  wealth 
ud  power  of  England  ?  Let  us  examine  the  sub- 
jwt  somewhat  closely,  and  see  whether  other 
causes  have  not  produced  the  grand  effect ;  and 
consequently,  that  the  question  put  is  to  be  an- 
swered negatively.  The  English  nation,  for  cen- 
taries  past,  have  che/ished  certain  principles  of 
cml  liberty,  favorable  to  the  prosperity  of  a  peo- 
P^f')  private  rights  have  been  clearly  defined; 
cnmes  and  misdemeanors  have  been  in  like  man- 
oer  defined ;  justice  has  been  administered  with 
Parity  and  correctness ;  the  most  vexatious  inci- 
dents of  the  feudal  system  have  been  abolished ; 
ud  the  citizens  have  been  well  protected  against 
Jhe  aggressions  of  foreigners,  whilst  enga^  in 
mm  commerce:  so,  that  Eng[lishmen  mi^ht 
well  know  what  they  could  enjoy  in  security. 
These  principles  were  sufficient  of  themselves  to 
?Te  avarice  the  desire  to  be  distinguished ;  the  de- 
sw for  the  comforts  of  life;  the  desire  to  provide 
w  children ;  and  every  feeling  of  the  numan 
mind;  activity,— so  that,  in  process  of  time,  na- 
JJonal  wealth  and  power  must  have  resulted.  But, 
^  as  many  of  the  English  institutions  have 
Keo,  and  certain  as  it  is  that  she  must  have  pros- 
pered QDder  them,  still  her  astonishing  wealth  and 
power  ought,  in  a  high  degree,  to  be  attributed  to 
he  folly  of  her  neighbors,  and  to  events  which 
say  be  considered  accidental.  Some  of  these  will 
*  presented-  The  banishment  of  the  Jews  from 
^P^iQ,  in  the  fifteenth  century,  added  greatly  to 
he  wealth  of  England,  and  gave  to  her  occiipa- 
'onnncreased  activity;  it  was  an  event  which 
J^JtJvely  depressed  Spain,  and  positively  elevated 
^Dgland,  and  the  other  nations  to  which  they  fied ; 
^f  the  Jews  had  been  the  merchants  of  Spain,  and 
f^^^sed  immense  riches.  The  banishment  of  the 
loorj  from  Spain  positively  depressed  Spain,  and 
Jiatively  elevated  England ;  they  were  the  most 
•dostrious  of  the  Spanish  subjects.  In  the  six- 
*nth  century,  Philip  II.,  King  of  Spain,  and  he- 
^itary  chicr  of  seventeen  provinces  in  the  Low 


Countries  of  the  Rhine,  commenced  a  most  cruel 
religious  persecution  against  such  of  the  inhabit- 
ants as  were  Protestants,  whereby  he  drove  from 
his  dominions  a  great  number  of  the  most  indus- 
trious, wealthy,  and  useful  of  the  citizens,  into  a 
state  of  exile;  a  very  large  portion  of  which  took 
refuge  in  England,  carrying  with  them  wealth, 
and  the  capacity  to  carry  on  the  manufacture  of 
woollen  cloths.  Here  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  re- 
mark, that  this  event  happened  only  about  one 
hundred  and  seventy  years  since;  about  seventeen 
centuries  after  the  history  of  events  in  England  be- 
gan to  be  distinctly  marked;  and  that,  when  it 
happened,  she  manufactured  very  little  woollen 
clotn,  ana  had  been  in  the  practice  of  exporting 
her  wool  to  the  Low  Countries,  and  importing,  in 
return,  woollen  cloths.  This  event  gave  to  Eng- 
land wealth,  useful  citizens,  and  the  manufactures 
of  woollen  cloth,  and  greatly  depressed  Spain. 
The  repeal  of  the  edict  of  Nantz,  by  Louis  XIV., 
let  loose  the  spirit  of  revengeful  bigotry  in  France, 
whereby  thousands  of  her  most  useful  inhabitants, 
because  they  were  Protestants,  were  compelled  to 
fly  into  foreign  countries :  and  of  which  England 
received  a  large  portion.  This  event  gave  to  Eng- 
land wealth,  useful  citizens,  and  her  manufacto- 
ries of  silks,  and  tended  to  promote  her  industry 
and  prosperity,  and  to  depress  France.  The 
growth  ot  the  American  colonies^  combined  with 
the  monopoly  of  the  commerce  with  them,  tended 
greatly  to  enrich  England ;  and  her  conquests  and 
plunderings,  in  the  East  Indies,  has  been  a  source 
of  much  wealth.  These  several  events,  considered 
as  so  many  causes,  combined  with  the  before 
mentioned  sound  parts  of  her  institutions,  are  en- 
tirely sufficient  to  account  for  the  high  advance- 
ment of  England  in  wealth  and  power,  without 
allowing  to  her  system  of  prohibitions,  bounties, 
and  drawbacks,  any  agency  whatever.  There  is, 
to  be  sure,  one  view  of  that  system,  in  which  it 
will  appear  to  have  been  extremely  efficient ;  it  is 
its  tendency  to  render  the  condition  of  the  people 
more  and  more  unequal.  The  whole  effect  of  it 
has  been  to  enable  the  great  landholders,  and 
ffreat  capitalists,  to  command  the  services  of  the 
laboring  portion  of  the  community,  at  a  bare  sub- 
sistence ;  and  such  has  been  its  cruel  force  in  this 
way,  aided  by  labor-saving  machinery,  that  the 
Government  has  been  compelled,  through  the  me- 
dium of  poor  laws,  to  return  back,  annually, 
about  $24,000,000  of  the  money  thus  extorted. 
Indeed,  he  said,  the  boastings  of  English  states- 
men about  the  efficiency  of  their  commercial  reg- 
ulations, reminded  him  of  the  vain  pretensions  of 
quacks  in  the  healin^^  art.  One  of  the  latter,  upon 
finding  a  man  of  vigorous  constitution,  laboring 
under  a  slight  malady,  forces  a  nostrum  upon  him, 
tending  to  protract  the  disease ;  but  the  vigor  of 
the  patient's  constitution,  with  sood  air,  resists  the 
malady  and  the  medicine,  and  he  is  restored  to 
health ;  when  the  quack  asserts,  with  unblushing 
confidence,  that  he  performed  the  cure :  so,  with 
the  aforesaid  political  doctors ;  they  found  the  Eng- 
lish nation  in  possession  of  certain  sound  princi- 
ples in  her  institutions ;  and  the  folly  of  her  neigh- 
Dors,  and  certain  accidental  occurrences,  were  op- 
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eratin^  to  her  advantage ;  but  the  political  doctors 
were  impatient,  and  verv  anxious  for  fame ;  and 
so  they  prescribe  and  dose;  and  aithoij^h  their 
doses  were  deleterious,  they  were  not  sufficient  to 
defeat  the  force  of  the  causes  which  were  opera- 
ting favorably ;  and  England  has  become  rich  and 
powerful  in  despite  of  the  folly  of  some  of  her 
statesmen. 

The  advocates  for  this  bill  are  entirely  mistaken 
in  supposing  that  the  other  nations  of  Europe  have 
not  resorted  to  this  selfish,  restrictive  system  of 
regulations.  Spain  has  pursued  this  policy,  and 
has  fallen  in  the  scale  of  nations;  France  has  not 
risen  by  it ;  Prussia  has  not  become  rich,  although 
she  has  applied  the  system,  under  the  strong  hand 
of  the  Great  Frederick. 

The  friends  of  this  bill  have  boasted  that  prices 
have  not  advanced  under  the  tariflfof  1816^*  This 
is  easiljr  accounted  for ;  they  have  been  kept  from 
advancing,  by  the  very  low  prices  in  Europe  and 
India.  The  tariff,  high  as  it  is,  has  not  enabled 
the  manufacturers  to  sell  as  high  as  they  desire; 
they  are  limited  to  present  prices  by  the  law  and 
threatened  competition.  The  prices  of  the  years 
1813  and  1814,  is  a  good  commentary  upon  this 
matter — they  will  show  at  what  point  the  manu- 
facturers would  stop. 

He  said,  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Woodson,)  had  put  expectation  upon  tiptoe,  by 
the  promise  of  presenting  many  prominent  facts; 
but  ne  thought^  after  hearing  him,  that  there  was 
a  small  mistake.  It  seemed  that  the  opinions  and 
speculations  of  those  whom  he  (Mr.  Woodson) 
was  pleased  to  call  master  spirits,  must  have  been 
considered  by  him  as  equivalent  to  important  facts. 

The  same  gentleman  had  said,  that  we  ought  to 
pursue  the  policy  of  this  bill  as  a  preparation  for 
war ;  and  he  had  given  a  very  fervid  account  of 
the  distresses  of  the  volunteers  in  the  years  1812 
and  1813.  He  said  that  occurrence  was  too  sin- 
gular in  its  circtimstances  to  form  the  basis  of  a 
regular  system  of  policy ;  and  that  faets  attended 
it  calculated  to  destroy  the  conclusions  which  had 
been  drawn  from  it.  It  is  true,  in  point  of  fact, 
that  we  declared  war  in  1812  without  making  any 
thing  like  due  preparations  for  it,  after  a  coarse  of 
events,  for  more  than  three  years,  strongly  tending 
to  destroy  our  pecuniary  resources ;  it  is  also  true, 
that  a  large  portion  of  tne  volunteers  of  Kentucky, 
in  1812,  were  ordered  to  rendezvous  and  march 
upon  a  very  short  notice,  some  of  them  not  having 
more  than  two  days'  notice;  that  they  were  or- 
dered to  march  in  the  latter  part  of  the  Summer 
of  that  year,  and  were  not  generally  prepared  for 
a  Winter  campaign,  and  consequently  suffered 
much :  yet  such  is  the  capacity  of  the  country  to 
struggla  through  emergencies  of  every  kind,  that 
the  volunteers  of  Kentucky,  throuj^h  the  exertions 
of  maleet  and  females,  and  principally  the  latter, 
were  clothed  tolerably  well,  m  the  months  of  No- 
vember and  December  of  the  same  year.  The  fair 
conclusion,  then,  from  this  occurrence,  with  all 
its  circumstances,  is^  that  it  is  too  singular  in  its 
character  to  be  the  foundation  of  its  policy ;  it  be- 
ing one  which  we,  by  other  means,  ought  to  avert ; 
and  that  the  result  proves  clearly  that,  if  a  like 


event  should  again  occur,  there  will  be  ib  tk 
country  a  capacfity  to  meet  it  without  mj^ 
ment  to  the  public  interest,  all  things  considcRi 
The  evidence  presented,  of  devotion  tothegeuni 
weal,  is  Worth  all  the  suffering. 

The  same  gentleman  has  told  us  that  mwaak 
tures  flourished  well  in  Kentucky  for  a  time.  Et 
(Mr.  Montoomgby)  said,  his  colleague  ottgliio 
be  better  acquainted  with  that  matter  tkn^ 
as  he  lived  nearer  the  site  of  the  works  alloiiedttv 
Although  he  professed  not  to  have  been  iDtioaidT 
acquainted  with  the  shops  to  which  the  geotlostt 
referred,  still  he  had.  through  the  mediain  of  n- 
port,  heard  something  of  the  history  of  sotDe  m 
or  three  of*  them.  Report  said  that  a  ataa  br  ik 
name  of  Prentis  had  come  to  Lexington  from  m 
of  the  eastern  States,  and,  by  some  sort  of  ie^ 
derma  in,  had  acquired  the  control  of  a  but 
which,  before  his  connexion  with  it,  bid  les 
well  managed,  was  more  than  solvent,  and  ii^ 
credit ;  that  he  commenced  manufactoring;  ^ 
all  the  stock  of  the  bank,  and  borrowed  larges® 
of  money  from  the  people  about  him;  sndseeid 
to  be  for  a  while  in  so  flourishing  a  conditioD,ait 
a  man  would  have  been  in  some  danger  of  bosf 
stoned,  who  would  not  have  cried  out,  *^(jtaM 
Prentis,  of  Yankee  land.''  But  the  time  k» 
counting  came  round;  Mr.  Prentis  did  ootfee 
ready,  and  ofi"  he  went,  between  two  days,  ]»m 
his  shops  to  be  regulated  by  his  creditors. 

He  said  he  believed  that  this  notion  of  ^^ 
ing  American  manufactures  has  been  very  ^' 
lar  in  many  places  in  Kentucky.  Many  of  t^ 
Kentuckians  have  very  active  and  vigorous  ifr 
aginations.  With  the  mind's  eye,  tbef  bdid^ 
Birmingharas,  Shefl&elds,  and  Mattcbesieis,mJic 
UB  to  consume  the  corn  and  pork  of  tbe  coqbd; 
These,  he  believed,  will  be  found  to  be  ''lwttow» 
of  the  mind;"  and  he  believed,  also,  tbtttkfo^ 
people  of  Kentucky  would  soon  Bsotrmtl^^'^ 
would  require  a  higher  per  centum  to  pnuct  tbe 
Kentucky  manufactures  from  the  comp^ii^^ 
those  of  the  Eastern  States,  than  is  necesaiyc 
protect  those  of  the  Eastern  States  from  tbe  rini- 
ship  of  the  British.  The  eastern  vanuh^^ 
have  the  advantage  of  excellent  macbinery  v^ 
in  operation;  larger  capitals;  labor  more atoi^ 
ant,  and  cheaper;  superior  water  power;  rawsi' 
terials  about  the  same  price  generally,  but  coibs 
cheaper :  and  a  strong  dependence  on  the  ^^ 
the  hands  to  remain  with  their  employers. 

He  said  that  it  seemed  to  him  that  ibe  »s^, 
facturers  of  woollen  and  cotton  cloths  >P!^^ 
before  the  nation  with  a  very  ill  grace,  to  deo^" 
the  passage  of  this  bill.  Ther  commenced  tl^ 
operations  during  the  long  embargo,  and  ba^  t^ 
benefit  of  that  measure ;  they  had  been  fiirore^^ 
the  measures  of  non-importation  and  non-tS'^ 
course;  they  had  been  exempted  from  taxi^ 
during  the  late  war,  whilst  others  were  )^ 
taxed ;  they  had,  also,  the  advantage  of  exctss^ 
duties  during  the  war,  and  poshed  their  pri^ 
the  utmost  extreme ;  and  they  had  been  ft^ 
by  high  duties,  from  the  year  1816^  domv^^ 
time.  During  all  this  period,  the  coeqb^. 
navigation,  agriculture,  and  handicraft  tn^  °^ 
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the  couQtry,  bad  been  stroggling  with  difficulties 
of  rariocLs  kinds :  commercial  restrictions,  war, 
taxes,  and  the  increased  competition  of  foreign 
liatioDs,  arising  out  of  the  return  of  peace  in 
Europe.  Under  this  view,  it  would  seem  they 
oofbt  to  "  cease  their  troubling.'' 

Bat  it  has  been  emphaticiQly  asked,  what  we 
ihdll  do  ?  The  answer  to  the  question  is  plain : 
foster  the  Nary,  causing  it  to  increase  with  the 
growth  of  the  nation ;  complete  the  fortification 
of  a  few  of  the  most  important  points  on  the  coast ; 
aod,  with  these  means,  render  the  citizens  secure 
against  the  violence  of  all  without  the  country. 
Caose  the  laws,  respecting  the  internal  peace  of 
the  nation,  to  be  faithfully  executed,  so  as  to  ren- 
der the  people  secure  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
liberty,  lives,  and  property,  in  so  far  as  these 
matters  are  aependent  upon  national  legislation. 
MaJnlaJD  a  proper  organization  of  courts,  filled 
with  able,  firm,  upright  men ;  so  that  the  citi- 
zens of  the  several  States  may  have  no  cause  of 
complaint,  of  the  nud-administration  of  jjustice, 
founded  upon  the  bias  of  neighborhood  feeling. 
hj  oS  the  national  debt,  with  all  convenient 
Hieed,  and  leave  the  greater  part  of  the  schemes 
for  internal  improvement  to  posterity,  when  the 
lower  price  of  labor  will  favor  them,  and  when 
more  will  exist  to  be  benefited  by  them.  If  these 
things  are  wisely  managed,  the  people  may  well 
be  left  to  choose  their  occupations,  without  the 
application  of  any  sort  of  stimulus  by  mere  legis- 
lation. 

He  said,  that  he  believed  his  pecuniary  interest 
ui  this  matter  was  very  small ;  and  he  thought 
hecoold  truly  make  the  same  remark  with  respect 
to  the  people  of  the  district  of  country  which  he 
^presented,  and  in  the  region  of  country  adjacent. 
He  eoold  say,  with  truth  and  much  pleasure,  that 
they  manufactured  much  for  themselves ;  yes,  the 
wires  are  not  ashamed  to  spin  for  their  husbfiinds 
and  children ;  nor  would  the  sisters  feel  that  they 
were  disgraced  in  doing  the  signe  for  their  bro- 
thers. It  is  true  they  have  not  advanced  so  far 
toward  the  highest  point  of  dandy  refinement  as 
^me others;  and  perhaps  some  gentlemen  would 
^  unwilling  to  represent  such  a  people ;  but,  for 
^^s  part,  he  felt  much  pride  in  representing  them : 
they  are  capable  of  understanding  the  rights  of 
tneir  country,  and  of  feding  its  injuries ;  out  he 
°oped  they  would  feel  unwilling  to  enter  upon  a 
crusade  to  foreign  lands,  for  a  name ;  they  were 
among  those  who  di&tinffuished  themselves,  and 
suffered  in  Dudley's  defeat;  they  were  distin- 
guished in  the  victory  at  Moravian  town  in  Cana* 
^ ;  and  they  gloriously  participated  in  the  ever-to- 
•^remcmber^  victory  oelow  New  Orleans.  He 
!^id.  the  people  of  whom  he  had  spoke,  are  now 
|a  the  happy  midway  point  between  unlettered 
igoorance  and  the  sickly  refinements  of  a  very 
dense  population,  with  the  extremes  of  wealth  and 
poverty ;  they  are  in  the  vigorous  manhood  of  a 
P^ple ;  they  are  at  that  point  in  a  nation's  his- 
tpry,  in  which  there  exists  the  happiest  combina- 
tion of  mental  and  physical  energy,  and  he  felt 
^^Jisposition  to  hasten  them  from  it. 

Mr.  M.  said,  in  conclusion,  that  there  is  no 


sound  foundation  for  the  many  matters  asserted 
in  support  of  this  bill ;  that  it  must  produce  a  re- 
duction of  the  revenue  from  duties ;  a  necessity 
for  other  taxes,  and  increased  prices ;  that,  as  it 
now  stands,  it  is  opposed  to  the  National  Consti- 
tution in  its  very  letter ;  and,  even  with  a  change 
of  title,  it  would  be  an  act  against  the  spirit  of 
that  instrument ;  that  it  is  premature,  unnecessary, 
and  unjust ;  premature,  in  diverting  capital  and  • 
labor  from  other  objects  before  the  proper  time 
for  such  diversion;  unnecessary,  because,  when 
the  proper  time  arrives,  such  diversion  will  occur 
without  legislation ;  and  unjust,  because  it  will 
subject  the  balance  of  the  community  to  the 
charge  of  makinff  up  by  taxation  the  deficit  in 
the  revenue,  and  increase  the  prices  of  the  articles 
proposed  to  be  protected ;  that  it  may  lead  to  an 
injurious  use  of  foreign  capital,  by  which  foreign- 
ers may  draw  from  this  country  thirty  on  some, 
and  (me  hundred  per  centum  on  another  portion  ^ 
of  capital ;  that  we  would  probably  lose  some  of 
our  foreiffn  markets  by  its  passage,  upon  which 
would  follow  a  declension  of  industry;  that  it 
must,  in  the  nature  of  thin^  lessen  the  number 
of  our  sailors  to  an  alarmmg  extent,  and  upon 
them  depend  our  navigation  and  Navy ;  that  it 
will  hasten  a  change  of  character  in  the  popula- 
tion of  the  country,  which  time,  to  be  sure,  will 
4ccomplish,  but  which  is  not  to  be  desired  more 
than  old  a^e ;  and  that  it  will  produce  excessive 
accumulation  of  wealth  in  a  few  hands,  unfriendly 
to  the  salutary  existence  of  our  Republican  insti- 
tutions. Having  these  views  conscientiously,  he 
felt  decidedly  opposed  to  the  bilL 


Wedmesoay,  February  12. 

Mr.  McKiM,  by  leave  of  the  House,  presented 
a  memorial  of  sundry  merchants  and  shipmasters 
of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  setting  forth,  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  funds  pro- 
vided for  the  support  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen, 
the  hospital  in  that  city  has  been  discontinued, 
and  that,  thereby,  this  class  of  persons  have  been 
reduced  to  great  distress  and  suflering,  and  pray- 
ing that  Congress  will  take  the  subject  into  their 
most  serious  consideration,  and  make  further  pro- 
vision for  the  support  of  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men, either  by  an  increase  of  their  monthly  pay, 
or  in  such  other  manner  as  in  the  wisdom  of 
Congress  may  seem  meet ;  which  memorial  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  Flumer,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  con- 
cerning the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  the  Uni' 
ted  States ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Plumer,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Collins ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  State?,  communicating  certain  documents 
in  relation  to  the  marine  railway  or  inclined  plane, 
invented  by  Captain  John  Rodgers,  made  a  le- 
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port  thereon,  recommend tDg  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution : 

Resoivedt  That  the  inim  of  fifty  thoaiand  dollars 
ought  to  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  construct- 
ing  a  dock  and  wharrea  for  building,  repairing,  and 
constructingt  Yesaels  of  the  United  States,  at  the 
nayyyard  in  the  City  of  Washington. 

The  report  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  to  which  is 
committed  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States  during  the  year  1823. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Stephen  Brace,  accompanied  by  a  bill  di- 
recting the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  pay  to 
James  Brace  the  allowance  usually  made  to  sail- 
ors in  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  which 
bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

The  resolution  yesterday  submitted  bv  Mr. 
CocRE  was  called  up,  (which  requires  informa- 
tion of  the  President  in  relation  to  expenditures 
made  durine  the  year  1821  and  1822,  out  of  the 
contingent  fund  of  the  Indian  department ;)  when 
,  Mr.  Lincoln  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
^and  stated  his  reasons  for  doing  so)  by  striking 
irom  it  the  words  "  to  whom  paid,  and  when,'' 
and  inserting  the  following :  ^'  also,  what  security 
'  is  taken  for  the  disbursement  or  application  of 
'  money,  goods,  or  labor,  of  persons  charged  with, 
'  or  required  to  render  the  same  for  the  benefit  of 
'  Indians  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States; 
^  and  what  rules  and  regulations  have  been  adopt- 
'  ed,  and  are  now  in  force  to  produce  economy 
^  and  accountability  in  the  disbursement  of  public 

*  money  by  Superintendents  of  Indian  afiairs  and 

*  Indian  agents,  together  with  such  rules  and  reg- 
'  ulatibns  as  are  now  in  force  concerning  trade 

*  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes." 

On  the  propriety  of  thus  amending  the  resolu- 
tion, a  deoate  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Lincoln, 
Cocke,  McLane,  and  Metcalfe,  participated. 

The  resolution,  as  modified,  was  then  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fuller,  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Townsend,  for  pay  for  anchors,  together 
with  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
thereon,  dated  the  8th  instant,  made  to  the  Chair- 
man or  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '<An  act  to 
divide  the  State  of  South  Carolina  into  two  ju- 
dicial districts,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed  as  amended. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Samuel  Buel,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles, 
to  wit: 

1st.  An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  the 
seventh  section  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  several  acts  for  the  adjustment 
of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  ap- 
proved the  11th  of  May,  1820,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; 

2d.  An  act  directing  the  payment  of  the  Geor- 
gia militia  claims  for  services  rendered  during  the 


years  1792,  1793,  and  1794  ;  were  sererallv  nri 
the  first  and  second  time,  and  referred,  the  first  ts 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  sod  the  sec- 
ond to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Home 
thut  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "Ai 
act  to  regulate  the  commercial  iotercourv  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  certain  Britbh  ct> 
nial  ports ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  for  ^J» 
relief  of  Eleanor  Lawrence ;"  in  which  bilb  tbcr 
ask  the  concurrence  of  thb  House. 

EDUCATION  FUND. 

Mr.  White,  of  Vermont,  submitted  the  foUov- 
ing  resolution,  to  wit : 

Regohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Wsyi  sad  Metci 
be  instructed  to  inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  afpr> 
pristing  and  setting  apart  a  moiety  or  portion  of  tte 
avails  of  the  annual  sales  of  the  public  lands  &r  t^« 
purpose  of  establishing  a  permanent  increastng  fuui, 
the  interest  of  which,  after  it  shall  have  incretied  u 
a  given  sum,  shall  be  distributed  for  the  promoUvc  d 
education  in  the  several  States,  according  to  the  po> 
etples  of  equal  right  and  justice. 

After  the  resolution  was  read,  Mr.  W.  ro«  vA 
asked  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  for  t  momesti 
whilst  he  should  present  his  views  of  the  iicpa- 
tance  of  the  subject-matter  of  the  resolutios. 

Of  all  the  subjects  worthy  the  considenccs  d 
a  republican  government,  said  Mr.  W.,  edocaJon 
is  of  the  first  and  highest  importance.  Liici- 
tion  is  to  the  republican  body  politic  what  tIuI 
air  is  to  the  natural  body — necessary  to  its  very 
existence — ^without  which  it  would  sicken,  drct^ 
and  die.  Education  ought  to  be  here  cocitf 
ered  in  its  broadest  sense,  as  not  onlf  embnc- 
inff  literary  and  scientific,  but  political,  moral  Uw 
religious  mstruction.  On  education,  viewed  s 
this  light,  depends  all  that  is  good  and  f^^ 
magnanimous  and  praiseworthy,  in  the  im/san 
character,  and  essentially  important  to  the  social 
state  of  man.  The  republican  institutions  ot  i^i^ 
country  are  bottomed  on  the  virtue  and  iotelli* 
gence  of  the  people ;  and  on  the  maintenance  2si 
preservation  of  that  foundation  will  their  p«|^ 
tuity  depend.  Let  the  great  body  of  the  pecp;^ 
be  well  mformed,  and  their  moral  character  p^ 
served,  and  they  will  know  and  understand  '^^ 
rights  and  privileges.  A  correct  moral  priDcip^ 
will  always  prompt  them  to  a  faithful  ^krt- 
ance  of  civil  and  social  duties,  which  will  is;f|- 
tably  insure  the  enjoyment  of  those  right!  i^^ 
pririleges.  Oar  wise  and  virtuous  predeceJ^"^, 
nave  always  had  respect  to  the  importance  C 
education  to  a  free  people;  and  in  fixing  thecc^ 
ditionsof  admission  of  new  States  into  the  Uoi^ 
they  have  wisely  provided  that  a  portion  cf^ 
public  lands  should  be  set  apart  for  the  pr.v> 
tion  of  education  in  those  States.  Is  it  not  ^:^ 
cerely  to  be  hoped  that  those  who  have  the  pc*? 
at  the  present  day  will  follow  their  example^ 
on  in  perfecting  the  good  work — and  will  i* 
out  equal  and  exact  justice  to  all?  How  Ut^ 
old  States,  or  those  for  whose  benefit,  for  iht^' 
poses  of  education,  the*  National  Gorerssdit 
nare  not  made  appropriations  of  lands,  bi^c  ^ 
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superior  claim  to  the  new,  or  those  for  whose  ben- 
efit such  appropriatioos  have  been  made,  I  wiii 
oot  Doir  pretend  to  9ay.  Bat  this,  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  will  say,  that,  in  my  hombie  opinion,  the  Na- 
tio&il  Gorernment  could  not  do  a  wiser  act  than 
DOW  (0  set  apart  a  portion  of  the  avails  of  the 
aoDual  sales  of  the  pablic  lands  for  the  establish- 
meot  of  a  permanent  fund  for  the  promotion  of 
edocatioo  in  the  several  States,  according  to  the 
priaciples  of  justice  and  equity. 

ks  a  matter  of  policy,  education  is  the  first  great 
oatioaal  interest,  to  which  a  republican  Govern- 
meat  ought  to  lend  their  support.  Keep  the  great 
bodf  of  the  people  virtoous  and  well  informed, 
and  the  peDal  laws  on  your  statute  book  will,  in 
a  great  measure,  become  obsolete  and  a  dead  let- 
ter-eorporeal  punishment  will  scarcely  be  known 
io  joor  laod.  It  is  certainly  safer  and  easier,  by 
ti^e  seasonable  administration  of  gentle  pre  ven- 
eres, to  ward  off  a  disease  from  the  natural  body, 
tiian  to  be  compeHed  to  eradicate  the  disorder, 
viien  iatrodueed,  and  seated  in  the  system.  So 
with  the  body  politic,  it  is  safer,  wiser,  and  leas 
eipeosive,  by  ^ood  and  wholesome  regulations,  to 
pmer?e  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  people, 
and  thereby  prevent  the  introduction  of  crime  and 
moral  disease,  than,  when  they  are  once  intro- 
duced, to  be  compelled  to  use  iiarsh  and  severe 
nwasures  to  root  tfaem  out.  One  hundred  dollars, 
judiciously  laid  out,  in  the  education  of  youth, 
would  go  farther  in  the  maintenance  and  support 
ot  a  free  Giovernment,  and  in  promoting  the  pros- 
perity and  happiness  of  the  people,  than  thousands 
ezpfoded  in  enacting  criminal  codes,  establishing 
coamof  judicature^ails,  and  penitentiaries,  with- 
out education.  District  schoolbouses,  parish 
churches,  and  other  edifices  dedicated  to  the  sacred 
l^arposes  of  education,  if  sufficiently  multiplied 
woogh  the  couiury,  and^uitably  furnished  with 
-oii^hieaed,  moral,  and  religious  teachers,  will 
"vder  useless  and  harmless, courthouses,  jails,  and 
xaiteDtiaries^those  necessary  public  nuisances, 
iod  iofringements  upon  the  natural  rights  of  man. 
t  is  certainly  better  policy  to  take  precautionary 
Bcasure^,  to  make  and  k^p  men  honest,  than  to 
« compelled  to  use  coercive  measures,  to  reclaim 
p^iwheo  they  shall  have  become  rogues.  The 
ofnier,  if  seasonably  attended  to,  is  easy — the 
«ter  is  difficult,  if  not  impracticable.  All  public 
iws  for  the  government  of  a  free  and  enlightened 
^p/e,  ought  to  be  so  framed,  as  to  afford  the 
"^  possible  inducement  to  the  subjects  of  those 
iws  to  evade  their  provisions.  And  the  fewer 
^  more  simple  those  laws  the  better,  provided 
^  be  sofficieot  to  secure  to  all  the  enjoyment 
I  X)x^iT  JQst  rights.  In  this  country,  government 
^  DotestaUislied  for  the  benefit  and  aggrandize- 
l^nt  of  a  few,  to  the  oppression  and  degradation 


les 


many,  as  is  the  case  in  most  other  coun- 
;  bat  for  the  promotion  of  the  prosperity  and 
^ppiness  of  all.  The  musty,  stale,  and  pernicious 
jcirines,  of  the  dtVtae  right  of  sovereigns,  and 
ivileged  orders,  in  society,  have,  in  this  country, 
theory,  been  long  since  exploded,  and  it  is  high 
"»e  they  were  wholly  so,  in  practice.  The  Qo- 
^ment  of  this  eountry)  sir,  must  depend  upon, 
nth  Con.  2d  Sebb.— 31 


and  will  be  regulated  by,  public  opinion,  or  the 
sentiments  of  the  people.  Whilst  they  are  virtu- 
ous and  enlightened,  all  is  well — ^but  should  they 
become  ignorant,  and  their  moral  sense  depraved, 
all  is  gone.  It  would  not  be  possible  for  tne  Go*- 
verntnent  of  this  country  to  establish,  and  success- 
fully maintain,  any  course  of  measures,  however 
wise  and  salutary,  contrary  to  the  sentiments  of 
the  great  body  of  the  people.  Hence,  the  neces- 
sity of  general  information  and  the  diffusion  of 
correct  moral  sentiments,  throughout  all  classes 
of  the  communiur.  Here,  the  people  are  the  le^ 
gitimate  source  of  all  power  and  authority.  Hence, 
the  nec&isity  of  preserving  the  purity  of  that 
fountain,  that  the  streams  that  flow  therefrom  may 
be  pwrt,  "  Vox  populi  vox  Dei,'^  is  a  true  maxim, 
when  applied  to  a  virtuous  and  enlightened  people, 
and  when  their  expression  flows  from  a  fair  ana 
deliberate  consideration  of  the  subject-matter  of 
such  expression  ;  but  when  applied  to  an  ignorant 
and  depraved  people,  it  is  false  and  dangerous  in 
the  extreme,  it  mav  be  said,  sir,  that  the  Consti- 
tution is  the  will  or  the  people,  fairly  expressed, 
by  which  the  Government  are  bound  to  abide ;  be 
it  so  'y  but,  should  the  great  body  of  the  people  be- 
come ignorant  and  corrupt,  they  might,  by  Con- 
stitutional provisions,  deface  the  briglitest  features, 
and  annul  and  revoke  the  surest  guarantees  oi 
that  sacred  instrument — all,  all  depends  on  the 
virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  people. 

A  free  press,  whilst  regulated  by  the  sentiments 
of  a  virtuous  and  enlightened  community,  it 
proves  itself  the  herald  of  truth  and  correct  infor- 
mation, is  of  vital  importance ;  but,  when  depend- 
ing[  on  the  sentiments  of  an  ignorant,  corrupt,  and 
vitiated  people,  it  becomes  licentious,  it  is  of  all 
curses  the  worst.  When  in  the  hands  of  base  and 
unprincipled  men,  it  is  wielded  as  an  engine,  to 
prostrate  and  destroy  the  fair  character  and  use- 
fulness of  the  wise  and  virtuous,  and  on  their 
ruins  to  raise  the  corrupt  and  unprincipled  to 
power ;  every  thing  dear  to  society  is  put  in  jeop- 
ardy. A  virtuous  and  enlightened  people  will 
always  give  a  right  direction  to  national  indus- 
try. Drones,  if  any  there  be,  will  be  driven  out, 
and  never  permitted  to  sip  and  fatten  upon  the 
sweets,  the  legitimate  products  of  the  industry  of 
the  nation.  Much  has  been  said,  on  former  oc- 
casions, with  respect  to  the  enemies  of  this  coun" 
try.  Ignorance  and  vice,  sir,  are  the  natural  ene- 
mies of  this  and  every  other  Republic  on  earth ; 
let  these  with  their  mother,  idleness,  together  with 
their  cousins-german,  profusion  and  extravagance, 
be  expelled  your  borders,  and  forlifv  the  minds  oi 
all  your  citizens  with  knowledge  and  virtue — ^these 
are  the  legitimate  fortifications  of  a  Republic.  I 
say,  sir,  with  those  natural  enemies  expelled,  and 
with  these  fortifications  established,  though  all 
the  powers  on  earth  combined  might  assail,  they 
could  not  prevail  against  you.  Knowledge  and 
virtue,  generally  diffused  throughout  all  classes  of 
community,  will  preserve,  in  Us  purity,  the  elec- 
tive franchise — a  virtuous  and  enlightened  peo- 
ple, uninfluenced  by  any  improper  excitement, 
will  uniformly  select  their  wisest  and  best  men 
for  ofiee. 
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Much  has  been  said  and  written  by  great  and 
good  men,  with  respect  to  the  importance  of  the 
people  of  this  country  forming  a  national  charac- 
ter. The  military  and  naval  character  of  this 
country,  I  trust,  is  now  not  a  whit  behind  the 
chiefest;  and  a  general  diffusion  of  knowledge 
and  virtue  would  soon  add  a  moral  and  a  literary 
character  to  this  nation,  more  uniform  and  glo- 
rious than  ever  adorned  any  nation  of  ancient  or 
modern  date.  Knowledge  and  virtue  may  be 
considered,  sir,  as  the  solid  resources  of  the  na- 
tion ;  they  will  provide  for  the  payment  of  your 
public  dent,  and  will  sustain  every  expense  com- 
patible with  the  honor,  dignity,  prosperity,  and 
happiness  of  the  nation.  These,  sir,  are  treasures 
witn  which  millions,  nay,  with  which  all  the 
riches  of  Potosi  and  all  the  treasures  of  Golconda 
will  not  bear  a  comparison. 

Finally,  sir,  virtue  and  intelligence  are  the  two 

great  pillars  on  which  rests  your  republican  edi- 
ce,  the  ark  of  your  political  safety,  which  was 
projected  by  superior  wisdom^  and  erected  by  the 
purest  patriotism,  the  materials  of  which  were 
bought  with  the  choicest  blood  that  ever  be- 
sprinkled the  altar  of  liberty;  and  unless,  sir,  these 
pillars  are  constantly  kept  well  propped  and  guard- 
ed, your  fair  fabric  which  stands  without  a  paral- 
lel in  the  history  of  nations,  and  the  admiration  of 
the  civilized  world,  will  totter,  fail,  and  crumble 
to  ruins.  The  iinportance  of  the  subject  is  lead- 
ing me  too  far.  cut,  sir,  if  the  view  taken  of  the 
importance  of  education  be  correct,- it  is  a  subject 
on  which  this  Legislature  ou^ht  to  dwell,  and 
well  consider.  Although,  considering  the  present 
state  of  the  national  resources,  it  might  not  be 
wise  and  politic  to  appropriate  a  sum  of  money 
for  the  purposes  of  education,  I  do  contend,  sir, 
that  it  would  be  wise  and  expedient  in  the  way 
proposed,  to  lay  the  foundation  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  permanent  fund,  for  the  promotion  of 
so  all-important  an  object. 

An  expression  of  this  kind,  by  the  National 
Government,  would  add  weignt  and  importance 
to  the  subject.  It  would  encourage  the  State 
governments  to  increase  their  endeavors,  and  to 
persevere  in  their  laudable  exertions  for  the  pro- 
motion of  education,  within  their  respective  juris- 
dictions. Although  education  is  a  subject  which 
the  National  Government  will  not  undertake  to 
control,  nor  will  they  interfere  with  the  State  gov- 
ernments in  regulating  the  same — yet  it  is  of  such 
Tital  importance,  so  intimately  connected  with  the 
national  welfare,  that  the  National  Government 
ought  to  be  liberal,  and  the  first  to  contribute  to 
its  support.  There  is  no  weight  in  the  argument, 
that  an  appropriation  of  this  kind  would  be  a 
breach  of  ffood  faith,  because  the  avails  of  the 
sales  of  public  lands  already  stand  pledged  by  the 
Government  to  their  creditors — the  Government 
are,  and  I  trust  will  be,  with  common  prudence 
and  economy,  abundantly  able  to  meet  all  their 
engagements,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  every 
creditor.  The  objections  to  the  propositions  con- 
tained in  the  Maryland  resolutions,  which  have 
been  recommended  by  the  Legislatures  of  sundry 
States,  of  which  number  the  State  which  I  have 


the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent,  is  one— are,  by 
the  proposition  contained  in  the  resolution  usto 
consideration,  principally  removed.  The  older 
States  cannot,  certainly,  have  any  reasonable  ob- 
jection to  the  adoption  of  this  proposition,  and  the 
new  States  ought  not  to  complam,  for  they  bare 
already  been  liberally  providea  for ;  bat  should  it 
be  considered  right  and  just,  that  they  also  sboold 
be  includt^d  with  the  older  States,  in  parttcipaiing 
the  bounty  contemplated,  let  the  distribaiion  w 
made^  all  things  taken  into  view,  according  to  the 
principles  of  equal  right  and  justice.  Equal  right 
and  justice,  sir,  is  all  that  the  high-minded,  inde- 
penoent  Green  Mountaineers,  will  either  ask  or 
wish.  And,  with  equal  riirht  and  justice,  noae 
oujght  to  be  dissatisfied.  The  representatives  of 
this  extensive  and  growing  Republic  will  not,  io 
considering  this,  or  any  other  subject,  be  influeoffd 
by  a  narrow  contracted  policy,  nor  by  local  preja- 
dices,  but  inspired  by  generous,  liberal,  and  oobk 
sentiments,  will  act  with  enlarged  and  extended 
views — will  lay  a  permanent  foundation  for  the 
establishment  of  those  liberal  and  useful  institu- 
tions, whose  benefits  are  not  limited  by  the  cod* 
fines  of  the  present  generation,  but  are  calcnltted 
to  promote  the  best  interests,  the  prosperity,  aoti 
happiness,  of  generations  and  ages  for  centonn 
to  come. 

Mr.  Chambebb  moved  to  commit  the  resoiotioo 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Maryland,  then  rose,  and  siatedj 
that,  owinff  to  the  similitude  of  this  to  the  resolu- 
tion he  had  offered  at  the  last  session,  it  was  doe 
to  the  friends  of  that  proposition  to  mention  thei 
reasons  why  he  had  not  attempted  to  call  it  ap  sti 
this  session.  Indisposition,  Mr.  N.  said,  connected 
with  other  circumstances,  which  he  could  not  coo- 
trol,  had  prevented  him  trom  taking  this  step,  oqj 
til  the  subject  which  now  occupied  the  atteDtioo 
of  the  House  (the  manufacturing  bill)  was  broa^bl 
up,  which  subject,  he  knew,  the  friends  to  itwer< 
unwilling  to  for^o,  to  consider  his  rewlutiona 
He  would  be  happy,  he  said,  under  other  circw 
stances,  to  have  moved  for  its  consideration,  thai 
he  migiit  have  had  an  opportunity  of  deliveriaj 
his  views  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  McCoT  then  moved  that  the  resolution  U 
on  the  table ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

THE  NEW  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  again  resumed,  in  Committee  of  t^ 
Whole,  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterda   ' 
being  a  bill  for  the  more  effectual  protection 
encouragemen  t  of  domestic  manufactures.    A 
tion  to  strike  from  the  bill  its  enacting  clause 
pending  before  the  Committee — 

Mr.  MoNTOOMBRT  resumed  and  concluded 
speech  he  yesterday  commenced  in  oppoaitio 
the  principles  of  the  bill,  which  is  given  ent' 
preceding  pages. 

Mr.  Reio,  of  Georgia,  said,  he  disclaimed j 
feelings  in  hostility  to  that  portion  of  the  M 
to  which  the  success  of  manufactures  is  mo>t  "* 
portant ;  and  although,  said  he,  this  bill , 
to  support  a  system  unfriendly,  as  it  is  ^^^^ 
to  the  best  interests  of  my  constitoents,  yet,  ii| 
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were  of  great  public  utility,  it  should  meet  my 
cordial  advocacy.  I  am  sure  that  the  people  of 
Georgia  would  not  disapprove  ray  conduct,  be- 
caose  they  are  always  ready  to  sacrifice  their  con- 
TenieDce  to  the  national  good.  When  I  perceive, 
however,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  bill  is  m  direct 
riolatioD  of  the  plain  principles  of  Government; 
that  it  finds  no  sanction  in  the  Constitution  of  my 
coQDtry;  that  it  invades  individual  rights;  that 
it  adopts  a  policy  and  promotes  a  system  offensive 
to  two  great  classes  of  this  community ;  and  when 
it  is  manifest  that  the  protection  it  would  afford 
to  manofactures  is  doubtful  and  experimental, — 
lam  irresistibly  urged  to  raise  my  voice,  however 
feeble,  against  it.  It  is  true,  I  cannot  expect  to 
be  heard.  1  have  no  new  argument,  no  attractive 
arrangement,  to  offer  to  the  Committee.  I  would 
oDijr  perform  a  duty  to  those  whose  servant  I  am, 
and  whose  rights  I  have  always  endearored  to 
support  and  to  maintain.  If  I  shall  uree  argu- 
ments to  which  you  have  before  listened.  I  hope 
to  find  my  apologv  in  the  fact  that  mucn  of  tne 
debate  has  escaped  me,  in  consequence  of  a  neces- 
sary absence  from  the  House. 

It  is  a  political  principle — the  first  learned  by 
the  scbool-boy — that  each  individual  in  society 
sires  up  a  portion  of  his  liberty,  to  the  end  that 
he  may  be  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of  that  re- 
maining to  him.    There  is,  however,  a  condition 
which  accompanies  this  grant.    It  is  this :  that 
the  power  yielded  by  each  shall  be  used  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  whole.    Any  deviation  from  this  rule 
would  be  unjust  and  oppressive;  because,  as  no 
citizen  can  expect  to  himself  all  the  advantages  of 
delegated  power,  so  he  cannot  believe  that  they 
will  be  bestowed  upon  two  or  three,  or  indeed 
QpoD  any  but  the  greater  portion  of  the  commu- 
nity.   It  was  obviously  the  intention  then  of  the 
American  people,  when  they  gave  to  their  Rep- 
resentatives the  power  to  make  laws,  that  those 
laws  should  never  be  framed  for  the  benefit  of  the 
few  at  the  expense  of  the  many.    Will  it  not  be 
interesting  to  inquire  if  the  bill  before  us  contem- 
plates a  general  or  a  partial  legislation  ?    If,  when 
passed  into  a  law.  it  will  be  useful  to  the  nation 
or  a  majority  of  the  nation,  the  zeal  of  its  friends 
is  not  misdirected,  and  it  ought  to  be  warmly 
rapported ;  bat,  if  it  will  prove  mischievous  to  the 
majority,  and  beneficial  only  to  a  minority,  it 
ought  to  be  abandoned.    If  its  tendency  be  doubt- 
^h  it  should  not  find  favor  with  this  House;  be- 
cause experiments  in  politics  are,  like  cjuack  med- 
icines, to  be  avoided,  unless  the  case  is  so  despe- 
rate— the  patient  so  far  eone — ^that  any  change 
nnst  be  for  the  better.    Under  the  guidance  of 
these  principles,  which  will  not  be  controverted, 
let  us  further  investigate  our  subject. 

Look,  Mr.  Chairman,  at  the  title  of  the  bill. 
There  is  nothing  equivocal  in  its  language;  it  is 
a  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  manufactures. 
The  candor  and  fairness  with  which  the  com- 
mittee, whence  this  bill  proceeds,  thus  avow  their 
object,  cannot  be  too  much  praised.  Heretofore, 
we  have  been  told  of  "the  improvement  of  na- 
tional wealth."  ''the  protection  of  national  indus- 
try,'' and  *'  tne  increase  of  revenue."    These  im- 


posincf  and  high  sounding  phrases  are  not  yet 
abandoned,  but  they  are  used  only  as  conserves  to 
sweeten  the  nauseous  drug.  The  pill  is  not  gild- 
ed ;  we  see  and  know  what  it  is.  The  bill  wears 
a  complexioA^  boldT  and  natural.  There  is  no 
mask  to  be  taken  away ;  no  artificial  aids  to  be 
removed  that  we  may  arrive  at  its  deformed  and 
ferocious  visage.  It  is  naked  and  unadorned,  and 
looks  directly  to  the  interests  of  the  manufacturers. 
And  who  are  these  manufacturers?  The  very 
name  by  which  they  are  distinguished  from  the 
rest  of  society  indicates  industry  and  frugality. 
Who,  then,  are  these  who,  after  vainly  endeavor- 
ins  to  assbt  themselves,  call  upon  Hercules  for 
help?  Are  they,  indeed,  honest  and  industrious 
workmen,  who,  under  this  Government — which 
hangs  with  a  feathery  lightness  upon  the  people, 
imposing  no  taxes  and  few  restraints  of  any  kind 
—cannot  decently  support  themselves  ana  their 
families  ?  If  it  l)e  so,  while  we  deplore  their  ab- 
ject fate,  and  our  hearts  melt,  if  you  please,  into 
sympathy  for  their  sufferings,  let  us  still  cling  to 
tbe  dictates  of  a  sober  judgment,  and  ask  our- 
selves one  or  two  plain  questions.  Let  us  not, 
borne  away  by  an  amiable  weakness,  afford  a  re- 
lief, the  recollection  of  which  may,  in  time  to 
come,  strew  thorns  upon  our  pillows.  Are  the 
manufacturers  the  majority  of  this  people?  It  is 
admitted  that  they  form  but  a  small  portion  of  the 
population  of  the  United  States.  Can,  then,  re- 
lief be  afforded  to  them  consistently  with  the  gen- 
eral good,  and  the  ]>rinciples  of  the  Constitution? 
Let  us  examine  their  case. 

Suppose  that  a  band  of  distressed  weavers — ^I 
intend  no  invidious  allusion,  but  am  only  making 
an  effort  at  familiar  illustration — were  to  apply  to 
you  for  a  grant  of  money  annually  from  your 
treasury  for  their  support.  What  answer  would 
you  make?  You  would  say  that  you  could  not 
comply  with  their  request;  that  the  public  money 
was  not  placed  in  your  hands  to  be  distributed  in 
charitable  donations;  that,  if  the  Treasury  were 
once  to  be  unlocked  to  prayers  of  distress,  the 
''  open  sesame"  would  be  in  the  mouth  of  every 
one  whose  afflictions  deprived  him  of  ordinary 
comforts.  If,  then,  they  ask  you  to  obliffe  their 
fellow-citizens,  the  merchants  and  agrieiilturists 
to  contribute  to  their  relief,  since  you  cannot  give 
them  money  from  the  public  coffers,  you  would 
indignantly  refuse  so  unreasonable  an  entreaty. 
You  would  assure  them  that  you  have  no  power 
over  the  pockets  of  these  persons  but  for  the  sup- 

I>ort  of  Qovernment;  that  it  would  be  most  unjust 
egislation  to  eoerce  men  to  be  charitable  contrary 
to  their  wishes;  that  the  appeal,  if  necessary,  must 
be  personal  and  direct,  and  not  in  the  imposing 
character  of  an  act  of  Conmss.  If,  at  length, 
hanging  upon  your  skirts  with  the  grasp  of  a  bull- 
dog, they  tell  you  that  they  are  industrious  and 
poor;  that  they  cannot  bring  the  eoods  they  fabri- 
cate to  market  in  competition  with  foreigners,  and 
they  desire  you  to  impose  a  high  duty  upon  im- 

Kortations  that  the  consumers  may  be  obliged  to 
uy  their  goods  at  an  advanced  rate,  would  your 
answer  differ  from  those  already  given?  I  think 
not    You  wotild  say  to  them— you  but  vary  your 


words,  but  it  is  impracticable  to  make,  with  of 
propriety,  a  present  application  of  them. 

Besides,  a  prohibitory  bill  (and  this  amoocis'^ 
a  prohibition  of  several  of  the  articles  eooami- 
ed)  roust  always  be  in  evasion  of  that  pari  of  U( 
ninth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  CoDstitDticfi. 
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proposition ;  the  effect  is  the  same.  We  cannot  perhaps,  to  the  power  *'  to  regulate  commace 
give  the  public  treasure,  because  it  belongs  to  us  with  foreign  nations."  Is  this,  dkeB,a  btli  for  the 
to  be  bestowed  only  upon  certain  specified  pur-  regulation  of  commerce  7  The  argumeots  of  its 
poses,  of  which  this  is  not  one.  We  cannot  ob-  advocates,  the  severity  of  its  provisioDi,  the 
lige  others  to  relieve  you,  because,  as  we  cannot  avowed  system  to  whicn  it  belongs,  all  assure  is 
tsuce  money  from  the  Treasury,  so  we  cannot  that,  instead  of  regulating,  it  plots  the  destroetios 
from  our  constituents,  to  be  lavished  upon  other  of  commerce.  But  why  should  we  go  farther 
than  legitimate  objects.  We  cannot  produce  to  than  its  title  and  its  origin,  to  prove  that  itbasio 
you  an  extra vajgant  price  for  your  goods  by  the  Constitutional  object  in  view?  It  is  a  bill,  not 
imposition  of  high  duties,  because  it  is  plain  we  .  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meaa.s,of  ^ 
should  do  that  indirectly  which  it  would  be  im-  the  Committee  of  Commerce,  but  irom  the  Coo- 
proper  to  do  directly.  The  difference  in  the  price  mittee  of  Manufactures,  for  tne  encouragcmcDt  a 
of  your  goods  before  and  after  the  operation  of  the  manufactures.  "  Out  of  its  own  mouth  ^  I  draw 
increased  duty  would  be  so  much  of  the  money  of  its  condemnation.  Where  in  the  ConsiitotioQ  is 
the  people  taken  from  them  and  gratuitously  trans-  the  srant  of  power  to  foster  manufactures  1  If 
ferred  to  you.  I  leave  it  to  tne  Committee  to  gentlemen  cannot  find  it,  I  ask  in  what  wayi 
make  the  application  of  the  supposed  case.  But,  i  we  claim  jurisdiction  over  this  subject!  Ik 
it  is  apparent,  if  the  principles  avowed  be  cor-  Constitution,  indeed,  uses  a  broad  phiaseobgj- 
rect,  that  this  bill,  which  is  for  the  benefit  of  "  the  general  welfare."  In  the  long  lapse  of  uoe. 
manufacturers,  should  not  be  tolerated.  It  is  at  changes  may  occur  in  the  condition  of  this  pecfic, 
variance  with  the  best  interests  of  the  merchant  by  which  such  a  measure  as  theoae  under  disco- 
and  agriculturist;  and,  indeed,  it  can  be  shown,  sion  may  be  brought  within  ihe  meaning  of  these 
with  those  of  the  manufiicturer  himself. 

I  think  the  admissions  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Comnaittee  of  Manufactures,  ([Mr.  Ton,)  have 
put  this  matter  at  rest.  He  said  that  the  manu- 
facturers are  numerically  less  than  the  other  por- 
tion of  the  community,  and  added,  that  a  duty 
upon  an  article  imported,  operated  an  increase  of  >  which  declares,  ^'no  tax  or  duty  shall  behiioo 
price  to  the  consumer.  Tnese  are  evident  and  articles  exported  from  any  State ;"  for  ittsrn- 
simple  truths  which  nobody  would  venture  to  dent,  that  if  you  import,  you  will  expontl-'o; 
deny;  but  take  them  in  connexion,  and  as  ad-  and  if  you  prohibit  importations,  do  yoa  not ks- 
mitted  by  the  advocates  of  this  policy,  and  they  ;  sen  or  destroy  your  exports  ?  In  effect,  vou  il)rid|i 
give  birth  to  an  inference  ''strong  as  proof  of  holy  i  that  freedom  which  the  Constitution  allows  to  ex- 
writ,"  and  fatal  to  the  whole  system.  ports,  and  you  burden  them  by  high  doties^C^ 

I  have  given,  sir,  some  reflection  to  the  Consti-  ,  cicely  in  the  same  way,  as  if  you  were  to  resort tc 
tutional  objection,  urged  with  so  much  ability,  the  excessive  taxation.  Cases  may,  indeed,  oocfif; 
other  dav,  by  the  eentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  when  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  mar  ?(^ 
Smyth  ;)  and,  although  I  was  at  first  doubtful  if  ceed  to  prooibition,  but  these  most  be  teoponri 
it  could  be  relied  on,  I  am  now  persuaded  that  it  and  not  lasting ;  when  the  intentioa  aad  des^i 
is  not  the  least  formidable  obstacle  over  which  .  is,  as  in  the  cases  of  embargo  and  non-iDiertoafM 
this  bill  must  march  to  its  success.  A  bill,  whose  — to  bring  foreign  nations  to  a  sense  of  jos^il 
object  is  to  improve  the  revenue,  or  to  regulate  '  to  produce  reparation  of  the  injuries  inflict  Bf'^ 
commerce,  must  ever  be  unexceptionable — a  bill  us;  to  suspend  commerce  for  a  time,  tliatitr 
to  encourage  manufactures,  and  whose  effect  is  to  '  recover  its  wonted  vigor  and  activity, 
destroy  commerce,  may  well  be  objected  to  on  the  It  has  been  asserted,  that  the  system  to  prop) 
ground  of  unconstitutionality.  By  the  Constitu*  \  support  which  this  bill  is  intended,  is  »Ton 
tion  of  the  United  States,  art.  1,  sec.  8,  power  is  ;  alike  to  the  merchant  and  the  cultivator  of 
given  to  Congress  <<  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  du-  |  soil.  It  is  remarkable,  if  this  be  true,  tbat  tber 
ties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts,  and  j  chant  and  agriculturist  are  so  blind  as  not  to  ] 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  I  ceive  the  blessings  about  to  be  showered  upoou 
welfare  of  the  United  States."  Now,  will  it  be  ;  with  so  prodigala  hand.  Have  you  receireil 
pretended  that  this  bill,  which  contemplates  an  titioos  and  memorials  from  these  classes  ia  i^* 
additional  impost,  is  intended  to  produce,  in  any  i  of  the  passage  of  the  bill?  No,  sir;  you  si* 
way,  the  extmguishment  of  die  public  debt?  ;  heard  only  their  remonstrances agaiast  it.  I^^ 
No,  sir;  it  would  be  folly  to  believe  it.  Is  its  ob-  i  but  the  other  day  that  cerUin  maoufactur^J 
ject,  then,  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  |  hemp  desired,  in  the  strongest  terms,  thit 
ffeneral  welfare  ?  So  far  from  improving  our  de-  ,  would  not  ruin  them  by  your  patronage.  If 
fences,  it  breaks  down,  by  the  policy  it  supports,  .  proposed  measure  is  deprecated  even  l^iw*'^ 
the  best  defence  we  have~.the  Navy!  So  far  ,  turers,  whom  you  profess  directly  to  beowj 
from  promoting  the  general  welfare,  we  have  seen  forliori,  how  much  more  unacceptable  must '^ 
that  it  will  be  productive  of  serious  evils  to  the  ;  to  those,  whose  advantage  is  indirectly  ^ ^ 

Seat  body  of  the  people.    It  is  clear,  then,  that  j  vanced. 
e  authority  for  its  enactment  is  not  to  be  found  ;      The  circumstances  of  the  world  hs« 
in  that  pari  of  the  Constitution  (o  which  bur  at-  i  deep  distress  to  our  country  ;  I  know  tf^fi 
tention  has  been  directed.    But  it  may  be  traced, '  land  has  been  exempt  from  the  steranes*** 
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feisity  durio^  the  last  six  years.  The  manufoc* 
lorers  complain-^hey  have  not  alone  been  afflicted. 
The  merchant  has  suffered  as  much,  perhaps  more. 
The  farmer  too,  has  experienced  the  general  ca- 
lamity, hot  without  murmurinff,  except  at  the  pro- 
tection and  relief  which  you  have  been  about  to 
rire  to  the  two  other  classes,  at  his  expense,  in  the 
ihape  of  bankrupt  laws  and  a  hiijh  tariff.  Be- 
leve  me,  if  the  prohibitory  system  is  to  be  adopt- 
^,  you  bare  chosen  the  moment,  of  all  others, 
he  most  inauspicious  to  him ;  ana  this  bill  is,  if 
mistake  not,  freighted  with  injuries,  particular- 
f  to  the  Southern  planter.  He  will  be  obliged 
0  pay  higher  prices  for  his  fabrics  of  cotton,  hemp, 
md  wool,  and  for  the  iron  utensils  of  his  farm,  at 
.  time  when  his  crops  are  lying  in  barns  or  ware- 
lousesj  scarcely  commanding  a  sale  at  all ;  for, 
t  is  well  known,  that  the  price  of  cotton,  since 
be  year  1817,  has  undergone  a  ruinous  aepres- 
ion.  Already,  the  merchants  of  our  cities  corn- 
lain  that  they  cannot  sell  their  merchandise ;  that 
iie  planter,  after  selling  his  cotton  at  reduced 
rices,  returns  to  his  home  with  the  greater  por- 
ion  of  his  money,  expending  little^ except  for  salt, 
Dgar,  tea,  coffee,  and  iron,  which  are  indispensa- 
ly  necessary  to  liim.  And  yet,  at  this  time,  when 
e  can  scarcely  get  to  market,  you  raise  the  price 
f  foreign  goods,  and  tell  him  it  is  done  for  his 
enefit. 

Is  it  wonderful,  if^  instead  of  believing  that  you 
Ser  him  a  kindness,  he  suspects  you  of  a  taunt- 
ig  insult?  What  is  it  the  prohibitory  system 
an  do  for  the  planter?  It  obliges  him  not  only 
)  pay  an  extravagant  price  for  goods,  which,  as 
as  been  shown,  is  a  tax  paid  to  the  manufacturer ; 
3t,  your  revenue  from  commerce  impaired  or  de- 
royed,  you  make  him  also  pay  for  the  support 
f  Uovernment.  Thus  is  he  doubly  taxed,  and 
et  all  for  bis  benefit !  These  blessings  are,  in 
ir  apprehension,  curses,  and  we  be/eech  you  to 
iffer  us  to  manage  our  capital,  and  pursue  our 
ippiness  in  our  own  way.  In  the  words  of  the 
rergrown  booby  in  the  play,  who  shrunk  from 
le  bitter  medicines  his  fond  mother  was  continu- 
ly  cramming  down  his  throat,  under  the  pre- 
ince  of  preserving  his  health,  we  pray  you  "  to 
t  us  and  our  good  alone." 
But  is  there  not  some  daneer,  if  the  bill  passes, 
At  it  will  not  make  good  its  promises  to  the 
anufacturer?  The  raw  material  of  this  coun- 
Y  is,  more  or  less,  in  the  possession  of  every 
^Q-  Will  not  the  farrtier,  then,  with  a  snail- 
ce  instinctiveness,  retire  to  his  own  dwelling, 
id  fabricate  for  himself,  rather  than  approach 
>ur  factories,  and  be  subject  to  their  exactions  ? 
^hat  he  makes  may  be  coarse,  or  of  bad  quality ; 
It  what  of  that  ?  He  will  forget  the  elegancies 
id  comforts  of  life,  and  think  only  of  its  neces- 
ries;  while  he  looks  abroad  upon  the  wreck  of 
mmerce,  he  will  exultingly  ask 

"  What  riches  give  no,  let  u  then  toqitire  1 
Meat,   &ie,    and  clothes — what  morel     Meat, 
clothea,  and  fire!" 

Be  assured  that  the  restrictive  system,  instead 
being  co-equal  only  with  your  boundaries,  and 


operating  alone  the  exclusion  of  foreign  com- 
merce, may  be  brought  to  the  fire-side  of  ever^ 
tiller  of  the  soil.    He  will  resort  to  his  fields,  his 

far  den,  his  pastures,  his  looms,  for  the  supply  of 
is  wants,  and  the  splendid  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments, which  have  sunk  to  decay,  must  still 
remain  dilapidated,  forlorn,  and  unregenerate — ^the 
haant  of  owls  and  the  den  of  foxes !  Borne  en^ 
thusiasts  may  exult  in  this  prospect,  and  may  call 
'independent"  the  condition  of  tnat  man  who 
feeds  on  vegetables — ^wears  skins  or  coarse  var- 
ments, and  becaose  his  interests  do  not  call  him 
to  mingle  with  society,  becomes  surly  and  morose. 
It  may  be  so ;  bat,  to  my  mind,  such  a  state  of 
being  is  at  war  with  all  social  feelings — it  is  mis- 
anthropy itself. 

Agriculture  is  to  be  benefited !  I  wish  the  gen- 
tlemen who  have  held  this  lanffua^e  had  deigned 
to  be  a  little  more  explicit,  ana  toTd  us  how  this 
incomprehensible  prophecy  is  to  be  accomplished. 
You  take  from  agriculture  her  money  and  her 
labor,  and  bestow  them  upon  manufactures ;  the 
forest  no  longer  bows  before  the  axe,  and  the 
laborer  forsakes  the  field  and  the  plough  for  the 
shuttle  and  the  loom ;  but  the  interests  of  agricul- 
ture are  promoted  in  an  eminent  desree !  I  con- 
fess my  understanding  is  impenetrate  to  such  an 
argument.  I  cannot  see  how  it  is,  that,  while 
you  subtract  from  agriculture  her  active  agents 
and  her  wealth,  you  are  doing  her  an  essential 
service;  that,  while  you  are  draining  her  life- 
blood,  you  are  confirming  the  vigor  of  her  health. 
The  honorable  Chairman  of  tne  Committee  of 
Manufactures  (Mr.  Too)  has  discovered  that  the 
abundance  of  raw  materials  in  our  country  indi- 
cates the  necessity  of  betaking  ourselves  to  manu- 
factures. The  argument  is  by  no  means  conclu- 
sive. Suppose,  Mr.  ChairmaiK  that  your  own 
lands  contain  great  quantities  of  iron  ore,  and  that 
they  lie  in  the  neighborhood  of  an  iron  factory, 
owned  by  another,  the  machinery  of  which  is  m 
the  greatest  possible  perfection,  and  from  which 
you  can  obtain  whatever  you  may  need,  at  a 
cheaper  rate  than,  with  your  means,  yon  could 
manufacture  your  iron  ore.  Would  vou  not  per- 
mit your  treasure  still  to  slumber  in  tne  bowels  of 
the  earth,  and  avail  vourself  of  the  industry  and 
capital  of  your  neighbor  ?  If  every  prudent  con- 
sideration would  dictate  such  a  course,  I  ask,  if 
the  gentleman's  argument  is  not  answered  ?  But, 
admit  the  principle  for  which  the  gentleman  con- 
tends, it  is  one  which  may  be  resorted  to  success- 
fully in  favor  of  the  great  interest  of  agriculture, 
at  once  the  parent  and  benefactor  of  society.  Have 
you  not  the  most  extensive  tracts  of  country,  where 
primeval  forests  still  spread  their  gigantic  shad- 
ows ?  Are  there  not  savages  witmn  your  limits 
who  have  never  yet  looked  upon  the  face  of  a 
white  man,  whose  borders  have  not  to  this  hour 
been  invaded  by  the  foot  of  your  citizens?  Have 
you  not  extensive  prairies,  where  the  herds  of  elk 
and  bufialo  are  almost  concealed  by  the  luxuriant 
herbage  springing  from  the  most  fertile  soil ?  And 
does  not  the  possession  of  these  vast  uncultivated 
wilds  speak  strongly  the  necessity  of  encouraging 
agriculture?    Long,  sir,  may  it  be  our  poncy! 
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Long  may  our  freemen  trace  the  furrow  and  turn 
the  glebe ;  for  "  the  cultivator  of  his  own  lands 
is  really  a  master,  and  more  independent  of  all  the 
world  than  any  other  occupation  can  make  him." 
Far  distant  be  the  time  when  the  denseness  of  our 
population  and  the  occupation  of  our  lands  shall 
press  us  into  cities  and  manufacturing  establish- 
ments! Look  at  the  youth  who  is  trained  to  ag- 
ricultural employments !  He  pursues  his  business 
in  the  open  air,  cheered  by  the  early  songs  of  birds, 
and  inhaling  health  in  the  breeze  of  the  morning ! 
His  labors  are  moderate,  his  slumbers  sound  and 
unbroken.  Compare  him — his  virtues,  his  strength 
of  mind  and  limb— with  the  poor  being  who 
breathes  the  vitiated  atmosphere  of  a  manufactory, 
whose  toils  are  incessant,  who  is  surrounded  by 
ignorance  and  vice,  from  whose  senses  the  loveli- 
ness of  nature  is  shut  out,  and  in  its  stead  are  sub- 
stituted the  noise  and  clank  of  machinery,  huee 
masses  of  wrought  and  rude  materials.  Make 
this  comparison,  with  unbiassed  judgment,  and 
then  tell  me,  if  we  should  desire  our  people  to  be- 
come a  manufacturing  people  ? 

Sir,  I  shall  be  told  that  I  place  upon  my  canvass 
sombre  colors,  which  destroy  the  resemolance  of 
my  picture  to  real  life ;  that  the  artisans  of  the 
United  States  are  frugal,  honest,  industrious,  vir- 
tuous. Be  it  so;  it  must  be  so;  for  the  assertion 
comes  from  the  lips  of  gentlemen  in  whose  sin- 
cerity and  experience  I  have  unlimited  confidence. 
Let  It  be  remembered,  however,  that  here  the  pre- 
vailing employments  of  agriculture  and  commerce 
temper  and  subdue  the  harmful  effects  of  manu- 
facturing labor.  I  am  ready  to  admit  that  the 
workmen  in  the  factories  of  this  country  are  not 
so  depraved  as  those  of  States  further  advanced 
in  this  wretched  policy.  But,  adopt  this  bill,  urge 
the  system  to  its  extent,  and  you  will  find  that 
the  vices,  which  are  inseparable  from  such  a  state 
of  society  as  you  will  produce,  will  flourish  with 
detestable  luxuriance.  As  fens  and  marshes  pro- 
duce noxious  exhalations  prejudicial  to  life,  so 
manufactories  generate  vices  and  diseases,  de- 
structive at  once  of  intellectual  and  physical  vigor. 
I  do  not  speak  without  authority;  and  I  call  the 
attention  of  the  House,  for  a  moment,  to  one  or 
two  extracts^pon  this  subject,  from  the  Letters  of 
Espriella.  The  work  is  English,  and  its  author 
possessed  all  the  means  of  forming  a  correct  opin- 
ion. His  testimony  will  not  be  disputed,  although 
I  allow  that  his  deviations  in  politics  are  not  as 
much  to  be  excused  as  his  eccentricities  in  poetry. 
He  is  speaking  of  the  manufacturing  system : 

« In  consequence  of  herding  together  such  numbers 
of  both  sexes,  who  are  utterly  uninstructed  in  the 
commonest  principles  of  religion  end  mortUty,  they 
are  as  debauched  and  profligate  as  human  beings  un- 
der  the  influence  of  such  circumstances  must  ineTitably 
be;  the  men  drunken,  the  women  dissolute;  howoTor 
high  the  wages  they  earn,  they  are  too  improrident 
ever  to  lay  by  for  a  time  of  need ;  and,  although  the 
parish  is  not  at  the  expense  of  maintaining  them  when 
children,  it  has  to  provide  for  them  in  disease  induced 
by  their  mode  of  Itfe,  and  in  premature  debility  and 
old  age."  Again:  "They  are  deprived  in  childhood 
of  all  instruction  and  all  enjoyment ;  of  the  sporU  in 


which  childhood  instinctively  indulges,  of  freah  air  b^ 
day,  and  of  natural  sleep  by  nigbt.  Tbaj  &  of  da- 
eases  induced  by  unremitting  task  woik,*  bj  tanht 
ment  in  the  impure  atmosphere  of  crowded  1000%  k 
the  particles  of  metallic  or  ▼egetable  doattbej  are  con- 
tinually inhaling ;  or  they  live  to  grow  op  withoot  it- 
eency,  without  comfort,  and  without  hope;  witbie: 
morals,  without  religion,  and  withoat  ikame,  nd 
bring  forth  slaves  like  themselTes,  to  tread  in  the  aae 
path  of  misery.  Necessity  is  the  mother  of  oiaei; 
new  prisons  are  built ;  new  punishments  eoaded ;  b«i 
the  poor  become  year  after  year  more  nQiDeioof,aMR 
miserable,  and  more  depraved ;  and  thia  is  the  iocriti- 
ble  tendency  of  the  manufacturing  system." 

The  Committee  will  pardon  me  for  \am%  reai 
what  is  already  known  to  every  oncL  and  has  bea 
often  resorted  to.  These  passages,  oowerer,seea 
to  me  to  bear  so  entirely  upon  Uie  quettioQ,  thit  I 
could  not  resist  the  temptation  to  introduce  tbeo. 
If,  then,  the  brilliancy  of  your  system  shall  tern 
European  manufacturers  to  your  esUbUshmats, 
what  an  exchange  do  you  make !  Instead  of  tb( 
comforts  and  elegances  of  life;  instead  of  tisi 
growinfi^  intelligence  which  commerce  prodoes 
and  diflfuses,  you  import  a  motley  crowd  of  tk«ii 
the  characters  and  examples  of.  these  foreign  Ii- 
borers. 

The  bill  proposes  high  duties  upon  theouc- 
factures  of  hemp  and  wool,  which  are  most  necff- 
sary  to  the  poor.  I  am  sorry  for  it;  becaii«,ia 
this  country,  where  property  is  more  equally^ 
tribnted,  perhaps,  than  in  any  other,  theft  s  i 
sympathy  towards  poverty  that  must  be  roose^ 
qjnd  tortured  by  any  attempt  to  increase  the  oec?^ 
sary  expenses  of  the  poor  man.  or  to  wring  froa  bis 
his  hard  earnings  for  any  otner  purpose  thao  tbai 
of  promoting  the  public  good.  If  we  most  ni^etk 
tariff,  let  us  cast  about  for  luxuries ;  for  tb^ 
things  which  are  not  wanted  by  the  iodi^^ 
and  which  \hey  are  accustomed  to  do  vi(^^ 
Let  us  resort  to  the  purses  of  the  wealthy  asd  ^ 
proud ;  but  do  not,  I  beseech  you,  curtail  the  en- 
joyments of  the  poor,  and  take  the  fewliogfriB; 
cents  from  their  already  wasted  pockets. 

It  is  admitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Peoosf^ 
vania,  (Mr.  Buchanan. J  that  wooUeos  should  ^^ 
stricken  from  the  bill,  because,  said  he,  ve  ^^^ 
it  not  in  our  power  to  supply  this  vast  contio^ 
at  present.  May  not  the  same  reason  applf  to  ^ 
omission  of  several  other  articles  in  the  billff' 


will  remain.  . 

We  are  told  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Codjo* 
tee  of  Manufactures  that  we  have  given  for  i* 
last  two  years  an  immense  sum  for  woolleas.  ex 
tons,  hemp,  and  its  manufactures,  iron,  \^i*r 
glass,  the  materials  of  which  are  inexhaustibi/* 
our  own  country ;  which  sum  of  upwards  of  UT 
fiw  millions  he  is  pleased  to  consider  a  ^^'^ 
paid  to  foreign  nations.    I  am  ready  to  adopt' 

*  The  manufacturers  of  Sheffield,  Birmiagb^ '?^ 
Manchester,  labor  from  fourteen  to  seventeen  ^ 
the  day. 
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maxim,  "millions  for  defence,  but  not  a  cent  for 
tribate."  But  I  would  ask  the  honorable  gentle- 
maD  if  the  manufacturer  pays  a  tribute  to  the 
oiercbaDt  when  he  exchanges  his  bale  of  cloth  for 
groeeries  or  ffoods ;  if  the  merchant  pays  tribute 
when  he  exchanges  his  commodities  for  the  pro- 
doctioQ  of  the  farmer  j  if  the  farmer  pays  tribute 
when  he  yields  the  fruits  of  his  labor  or  his  money 
in  retara  for  merchandise,  more  raluable  than 
either,  received  from  the  manufacturer  or  mer- 
chant ?  Sir,  what  is  called  a  ^'  tribute''  is  nothing 
more  than  the  regular  course  of  commerce.  If  we 
eoQid  purchase  to  our  advantage  at  home  we 
would  do  so ;  as  we  cannot,  we  buy  from  foreign 
coaotries;  and,  although  we  may  obtain  soods, 
the  price  naid  for  which  is  immense,  let  it  always 
be  remembered,  that  we  ffive  "  what  we  want  less, 
for  what  we  want  more."  The  gentleman's  long 
list  of  figures  only  proves,  then,  that  we  have  ol^ 
tained  from  abroad  what  is  more  valuable  to  us 
than  the  articles  exported ;  that  we  get  these  things 
more  cheaply  than  we  could  get  them  at  home : 
that  the  disasters  of  the  times  have  not  deprived 
Qs  of  our  capacity  to  import — of  our  energy— of 
our  commercial  enterprise. 

It  is  insisted  that  the  miin-growers  will  be 
benefited  by  an  increase  of  the  tariff,  because,  we 
are  informed,  manufactures  will  create  a  demand 
for  grain.  How  is  this?  The  same  persons,  it 
seems,  who  arc  now  scattered  over  the  country, 
and  consume  the  grain,  will  be  collected  in  manu- 
factories. The  place  of  the  consumer,  then,  is 
only  changed ;  the  consumption  must  remain  the 
same.  But  the  competition  in  producing  grain 
will  be  less,  and,  consequently,  the  profits  greater. 
To  this  it  may  be  replied,  so  long  as  lands  may  be 
nsily  obtained,  so  long  as  there  is  a  capacity  to 
produce  grain  at  a  profit,  there  will  l^  people 
eooQ^h  engaged  in  this  branch  of  industry  to  pre* 
i^eot  the  extravagant  emoluments  which  are  ex- 
l^cted  from  the  encouragement  of  manufactures, 
p^sides,  if  labor-saving  machinery  be  generally 
iDtrodneed,  the  factories  will  require  fewer  hands, 
and  the  greater  proportion  of  the  consumers  of 
grain  wiif  remain  where  they  now  are. 

After  considering  most  of  the  arguments  which 
hare  been  used  to  convince  or  reconcile  the  friends 
of  agriculture  to  this  bill,  I  am  brought  to  thiseon- 
clasioD — ^it  is  one,  I  believe,  wholly  adverse  to  the 
proposed  measure — that  the  greatest  blessing  of  a 
free  citizen  is  to  be  permitted  to  produce  within 
himself  what  he  shall  need,  at  the  least  possible 
expense,  and  to  procure,  in  the  same  manner,  what 
ite  cannot  produce.  Thus,  he  will  be  enabled  to 
^pply  the  reasonable  wants  of  himself  and  his 
family,  and  to  support  the  Government  of  his 
choice. 

The  wfshes  of  our  constituents^ — I  say  otir  con- 
^tnents,  because  I  believe  that  each  individual 
among  us  is  charged  with  the  interests  of  this 
whole  people^  and  we  have  all  sworn  to  support 
the  Constitution,  and  the  Constitution  was  adopt- 
^for  the  *' promotion  of  the  general  welfare" — 
the  wishes  ot  our  constituents  should  have  great 
influence  over  us.  I  am  not  altogether  prepared 
^  arer  the  right  of  instruction,  but  when  the 


opinions  of  the  people  are  known,  they  should 
meet  our  utmost  respect  and  attention.  I  venture, 
then,  to  assert,  that  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  are  unfriendly  to  this  measure;  be- 
cause I  cannot  believe  or  conceive  that  a  bill  of- 
fensive to  that  majority  can  be  approved  by  it.  If 
you  pass  the  bill  in  contradiction  to  the  will  of  the 
people  what  are  you  to  expect '?  Do  you  remem- 
ber that  the  resistance  to  taxation  produced  the 
Revolution  ?  Sir,  I  make  no  threat ;  I  have  no 
idea  of  a  bloody  opposition  from  any  Quarter;  but 
I  may  be  permitted  to  predict  that  if  this  meas- 
ure obtains  there  will  oe  a  revolution — not  in  our 
form  of  Government,  but  in  its  administration ; 
not  consummated  by  fire  and  sword,  but  by  the 
force  of  public  opinion.  We  who  employ  our- 
selves in  this  place  in  forging  fetters  for  the  people 
shall  sit  here  no  lon^^er.  No  Administration  can 
embrace  the  prohibitory  system  and  retain  its 
popularity. 

I  have  heard  it  gravely  remarked  that  the  bill 
is  intended  to  prosper  commerce  and  increase  rev- 
enue, and  that  it  only  indirectly  protects  manu- 
factures. I  should  have  stronger  faith  in  the  as- 
sertion if  the  project  had  come  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  or  of  Ways  and  Means.  But 
the  whole  language  of  the  bill  leads  to  a  different 
result,  and,  indeed,  it  is  apparent  that  the  system 
it  IS  intended  to  support,  and  which  has  hereto- 
fore been,  and  will  hereafter  be  urged  in  greater 
extent,  is  opposed  both  to  commerce  and  to  an  in- 
^  crease  of  revenue.  If  you  go  on  step  by  step,  as 
you  have  done,  in  the  encouragement  of  manu- 
factures, it  is  evident  that  you  will  weaken  com- 
merce in  proportion  as  you  give  strength  to  man- 
ufactures. If  you  supply  your  wants  at  a  home 
market  you  will  not  resort  to  a  foreign  mart,  and 
you  cannot  expect  other  nations  to  covet  your  ex- 
ports when  you  erect  a  barrier  against  theirs.  You 
may  cause  manufactures  to  flourish,  but  you  will 
plant  them  upon  the  ruins  of  commerce,  and  of 
revenue  derived  from  it,  upon  which  this  Grovern- 
ment  has  hitherto  mainly  relied  for  its  support. 
It  is  a  political  maxim  that  light  imposts  improve 
revenue;  heavy  duties  diminish  it.  All  history 
and  experience  prove  this  truth,  and  it  is  therefore 
out  of  the  question  that  an  ample  revenue  from 
imports  and  a  high  tariff  can  exist  together.  You 
might  as  well  expect  to  unite  fire  and  water  in 
harmony.  Your  revenue  destroyed,  to  what  will 
you  resort  ?  The  Government  must  oe  sustained — 
to  what  sources  will  you  apply  ?  The  alternative 
is  before  you,  and  a  dreadml  one  it  is.  You  must 
incur  a  debt  which  shall  hang  with  the  weight  of 
a  millstone  around  the  necks  of  the  people,  or  you 
must  resort  to  excises — excises,  at  the  bare  men> 
tion  of  which  your  citizens  start,  shudder,  and 
grow  pale !  But  one  of  the  most  cteplorable  con- 
sequences of  a  high  tariff  is  the  practice  of  smug- 
gling— an  evil  greater  than  the  plagues  by  which 
the  Monarch  of  the  hardened  heart  was  visited. 
It  filches  from  the  Treasury  that  which  the  law 
allows  to  it,  lessens  the  profits  of  the  fair  trader, 
and  it  will  deprive  the  manufacturer  himself  of 
the  blessings  of  his  favorite  system.  It  depraves 
the  moral  sense,  inculcates  aisobedience  to  the 
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laws,  destroys  patriotism,  and  diminishes  the  con- 
fidence with  which  every  good  citizen  loves  to 
repose  upon  the  Government  by  which  he  is  pro- 
tected. This  mother  of  all  alx)minations  is  fos- 
tered and  protected  by  this  scheme,  which  we  are 
called  upon  this  day  to  advance  by  our  votes. 
This  is  not  all.  A  consequence  which  must  flow 
from  these  restraints  upon  commerce,  and  which 
we  ought  earnestly  to  consider,  is  the  destruction 
of  our  Navy.  If  commerce  be  destroyed  where- 
fore should  we  have  a  Navy  ?  No,  sir ;  we  may 
order  our  vessels  into  port;  determined  to  live 
within  ourselves,  we  shall  have  no  intercourse 
with  foreign  nations.  We  shall,  iiyfeed,  save  the 
expenses  of  our  present  Naval  Estaolishment,  but 
I  &ar  we  shall  lose  much  more  than  we  gain. 
Our  gallant  vessels  of  war,  recalled  from  every 
sea,  will  shrink  into  ffunboats;  our  proud  mer- 
chantmen into  miserable  bay  craft.  Our  sailors, 
whose  superior  skill  and  courage  have  been  the 
admiration  of  the  world,  will  sink  into  the  inert- 
ness of  a  coasting  trade,  or,  forgetful  of  glory,  to 
obtain  a  precarious  subsistence,  consort  with  smug- 
glers. Our  naval  commanders,  their  ^'  march"  no 
longer  ^'on  the  mountain  wave,"  their  **  home"  no 
more  "  upon  the  deep,"  will  retire  to  your  shores, 
and,  looking  wistfully  upon  the  wide  ocean,  will 
lament  that  their 


4( 


<*  B«tt«Md  hulki " 
Ctn't  be  rigg'd  oat  for  sea  once  more.*' 


We  have  heard  it  said  that  something  is  due  to 
manufactures,  because  the  nation  has  done  so 
much  for  commerce.  Not  so.  Commerce  has 
done  every  thing  for  herself;  she  has  furnished  her 
own  capital,  her  own  laborers ;  she  pays  her  own 
expenses^  and  does  not  require  any  portion  of  the 
community  to  be  taxed  for  her  benefit.  And  what 
if  you  have  sometimes  expended  vour  blood  and 
treasure  in  defence  of  *Mree  trade  and  sailors' 
rights?"  you  but  afibrd  protection  to  that  com- 
merce by  which  your  Government  is  supported; 
which  produces  for  you  markets  abroad,  and  is  the 
foe  of  monopoly  and  scarcity  at  home ;  that  com- 
merce which  is  at  once  your  "  safeguard  and  your 
sweet  honor."  May  we  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  con- 
clude, from  what  has  been  said,  that,  if  the  bill 
passes,  we  lessen  the  profits  of  agriculture  and 
commerce — we  diminish  the  revenue — we  doubly 
tax  the  people — ^we  injure  the  public  morals— we 
place  ourselves,  bound  hand  and  foot,  in  the  pow- 
er of  the  manufacturer  7 

The  distresses  and  embarrassments  under  which 
the  country  has  labored,  are  attributed  to  the  pres- 
ent state  of  the  tariflf,  by  the  influence  of  which, 
it  is  said,  we  have  imported  extravagantly — the 
balance  of  trade  is  against  us,  and  we  are  burden- 
ed with  debt.  Now,  the  inconveniences  which 
all  classes  have  suffered,  have  arisen,  not  from  ex- 
cessive importations  alone,  but  from  a  combination 
of  various  causes.  An  universal  peace,  which  in- 
creased the  capacity  to  produce  beyond  the  de- 
mand every  where ;  the  particular  effect  of  peace 
noon  our  own  country,  which  brought  an  influx 
of  foreign  goods  to  our  markets,  to  the  injury  of 
many   manufactories  that   bad   grown   up    and 


thriven  in  a  state  of  war ;  the  aiaiiee  of  is^ 
ers,  who  grasped  at  more  than  tfaev  could  accso- 
plish,  and  thus  increased  the  supply  in  out  c»- 
try  beyond  the  demand ;  the  estafalisbmeDt  ^ 
banks,  and  the  depreciation  of  a  paper  cuireaq. 
by  whose  extravagant  emission  the  whole  \ak 
was  inundated ;  the  efforts  of  the  nation  to  e^ 
lish  its  paper  medium  upon  a  metallic  basis ;tkse, 
and  many  other  causes,  some  of  which,  pemps 
lie  so  deep  as  not  yet  to  have  been  ducoTeik. 
have  certainly  produced  much  iadividaal  disue& 
and  a  foreign  debt,  which  I  am  far  from  thiBb; 
as  formidable  as  gentlemen  suppose.  The  bofio* 
able  member  from  New  York,  (Mr.  CAMBB£L£!i& 
to  whom  I  would,  as  therepreseDtatireofanagn- 
cultural  and  commercial  people,  tender  thaikiic 
his  active  opposition  to  this  measure,  and  the  S7» 
tem  it  abets,)  and  the  Secretar)'  of  the  Treasnf. 
have  shown  how  little  reliance  is  to  he  {ucd 
upon  the  custom-house  returns,  to  prove  tbetai- 
ance  of  trade  to  be  against  us.  Indeed  it^oo^ 
times  happens  that  the  apparent  excess  of  ippc'^ 
over  exports,  b  a  proof  that  our  commerce  is  put- 
perous ;  that  we  ootain  that  which  is  gtea^  s 
value  from  that  which  is  less  io  value.  Ba^l 
forbear ;  this  part  of  the  subject  has  bees  Mf 
explained  by  a  gentleman  from  Kentocky,  n 

Preceded  me  in  the  debate,  (Mr.  MoNTooJuar  > 
let  us  admit,  for  a  moment,  that  excesarr  20- 
portations  have  produced  the  evils  before  aa^ 
ed.  There  is  one  consolation  remainiji; '>£  ^ 
These  evils  are  temporary.  They  will  efiecK^ 
own  cure ;  there  is  no  necessilv  to  abaodofi  os 
system*  NIen  are  governed  by  their  interests,  aE» 
tney  are  quick  to  perceive,  and  sedulous  to  pof^ 
them.  If  the  merchant  has  imported  too  Uigetf 
he  will  import  less.  The  farmer  who  has  bo^ 
beyond  his  means,  will  curtail  his  purchases- 1^ 
manufacturer  who  finds  himself  sinking  o»^' 
will  seek  some  other  channel  into  which  be  o^T 
profitably  direct  his  capital.  ThuL  by  a  siof  f)»- 
cess.  but  surely,  in  the  exercise  of  ccoooay  ^ 
pruclence,  we  shall  extricate  ourselves  it«^  ^ 
labyrinths  in  which  we  have  wandered,  as^^ 
gain  the  broad  and  open  highway  of  prospentr- 
Demand  and  supply,  if  let  alone,  will  regui^ 
each  other.  But  fancy  that  the  wishes  of  ooi  cf- 
ponents  are  realized ;  and  let  us  ask  if  it  he  c* 
that  we  are  to  enjoys  the  happiness  promised  tcc^- 
Because  commerce  is  confined  to  oorseWes,  '^ 
therefore,  to  be  free  from  fluciuations  vadtm- 
rassments?  Are  our  people  to  become  wise,  >» 
prudent,  and  virtuous,  because  you  exact  a  p 
nibition  of  foreign  goods  ?  Will  our  farmers  ctf^ 
to  make  bad  bargains ;  our  merchants  tooTertn>|^ 
our  manufacturers  to  vest  capital  in  brtocbes  ^ 
industry,  whose  profits  may  not  be  comoeiisQiaK 
with  their  expecUitions  ?  Sir,  we  suffer  <M^ 
patience  of  ill.  and  our  hopes  of  better  thiog^  ^^ 
delude  us.  Tne  passions  of  men  majr  beiBsu^ 
measure  subdued  by  legislation,  but  yoa  cibs^ 
destroy  them. 

Pass  the  bill,  and  I  ask  gentlemen,  accord!^! 
their  own  arguments,  what  will  it  avail  t^' 
You  tell  us,  that,  when  the  additional  ^^^Pj[. 
posed,  the  price  of  the  manufacture  is  enbtfc^  > 
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but,  you  say,  only  for  a  time.  To  prove  your  po- 
sitJoD  true,  you  point  us  to  the  case  of  coarse  cot- 
too  foods.  There  was,  we  are  informed,  a  terri- 
ble clamor  when  this  duty  was  first  proposed ; 
the  distress  of  the  poor  was  predicted ;  the  duty 
was  condemned  as  prohibitory  in  its  character; 
tk  maDofacturer  was  declared  to  be  benefited  at 
tlie  expense  of  every  body  else ;  when,  lo ! .  after 
the  datj  had  produced  its  full  efiect,  coarse  cot- 
toDs,  of  better  fabric  than  those  formerly  import* 
ed,  were  to  be  had  at  a  rate  infinitely  cheaper  than 
their  cost  when  the  d  u  ty  was  applied .  Now,  with- 
out looking  for  the  true  causes  of  the  diminution 
in  price  of  this  article,  and  which  have  been  de- 
reioped  satisfactorily  by  others,  I  will  take  the 
case  as  it  is  put,  and  desire  to  know  how  the  man- 
uTactarer  is  to  be  benefited,  if  the  same  efiect  is 
prodoced  upon  every  article  the  importation  of 
which  is  prohibited  ?  You  tell  us  that  foreigners 
UQdeisell  yon,  and  ask  us  to  enable  you  so  to  sell 
as  to  pay  you  for  your  labor  and  the  use  of  your 
capital.  VVe  agree.  You  arrange  the  tarifi*  as 
m  please.  The  price  of  manufactures  advances ; 
rat  soon  it  falls,  and  you  are  able  to  sell  for  less 
than  the  price  of  the  imported  article  before  the 
duty  was  advanced.  Is  not  this  result  ruinous  ? 
When  ^ou  cannot  at  this  moment  compete  with 
the  foreigner,  how  happens  it  that,  in  a  short  time, 
)'oo  willbe  able  to  undersell  him,  at  a  reduction 
of  50  or  90  per  cent.?  Believe  me,  Mr.  Chair- 
iDaQ,  if,  by  the  influence  of  competition,  the  prices 
of  maniifactures  shall  fall,  Congress  will  still  be 
wearied  with  petitions  to  encourage  home  indus- 
try- I  here  take  occasion  to  remark,  that  Mr. 
Hamilton,  an  authority  much  relied  upon,  was  of 
opioioQ  that  bounties  should  be  highest  at  first, 
and,  whenever  any  branch  of  industry  long  re- 
quired them,  it  was  a  proof  that  it  ought  not  to  be 
IWfwrered  in. 

May  it  not  be  well  to  consider,  for  the  sake  of 
the  manafacturers  themselves,  if  public  opinion 
will  not  force  you  to  retrace  your  steps,  and  to  re- 
P^l  any  law  you  may  pass  ujx)n  this  subject  7 
If  you  enact  an  extravagant  tariff',  it  will  doubt- 
l^s  be  to  the  interest  of  many  to  withdraw  from 
other  puTsnits,  and  seek  wealth  by  manufacturing. 
Bat  the  public  voice  censures  the  measure,  and 
destroys  the  law !  The  same  consequences  then 
will  ensQe  that  followed  the  war.  Again  your 
factories  will  tumble  into  ruins,  and  the  hopes  of 
their  framers  vanish  like  the  visions  of  the  night. 
Before  we  are  required  to  pass  this  act,  gentle- 
tnen  should  make  out  their  case. «  They  should 
show  us  that  the  distresses  of  the  manufacturers 
<^ceed  those  of  the  rest  of  the  community,  and 
that  our  assistance  is  necessary  to  their  success. 
POT  every  decayed  manufacturer,  I  will  show  you 
2  merchant  who  is  bankrupt,  or  a  planter  who  is 
toipoverished.  I  will  respond  to  you  "  sigh  for 
^|gh,  and  groan  for  groan."  If  you  declare  that 
the  aid  of  Government  is  essential,  I  point  to  the 
Qourishing  factory  at  Waltham,  and  that  is  my 
toswer!  Indeed,  it  is  admitted  that  manufac- 
tures have  advanced  rapidly  to  importance  during 
Jhe  last  thirty  vears ;  and  the  gentleman  from 
-^^w  Jersey,  (Mr.  Holcombe,)  with  whose  elo- 


quence I  confess  I  was  delighted,  assured  us  that 
some  of  our  goods  are  competing  with  foreign 
goods  in  foreign  markets,  contrary  to  the  most 
sanguine  expectations  entertained  out  nine  years 
ago.  Upon  what,  theUj  does  the  claim  to  your 
patronage  rest  ?  What  is  the  cause  of  the  ill  suc- 
cess of  those  who  have  failed  in  a  business  which 
is  acknowledged  to  be  profitable  ?  A  sinele  ex- 
pression from  the  gentleman  from  Penns)rivania 
(Mr.  Buchanan)  gives  me  the  ready  answer  to 
these  questions.  He  tells  us  it  is  melancholy  to 
pass  through  a  certain  portion  of  his  State,  whore 
convenient  locations  and  raw  materials  abound, 
and  yet  the  factories  are  decayed  and  ruinous ! 
He  admits,  nevertheless,  that  certain  manufactu- 
rers have  succeeded.  Who  are  they  ?  Men  pos- 
sessed of  skill  and  capital.  Who  are  those  who 
do  not  succeed,  and  who  implore  your  aid  ?  Men 
who  have  neither  skill  nor  capital.  Can  you  ren- 
der them  the  assistance  they  need  ?  You  cannot. 
You  have  not  capital  to  give  them.  You  cannot 
dissipate  the  languor  of  sloth  by  which  they  are 
spell-bound. 

A  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  cow  no 
more,  upon  whose  bier  the  tears  of  this  nation 
have  fallen,  who  deeply  reflected  upon  this  sub- 
ject,' as  he  did  upon  every  other,  declared,  upon 
this  floor,  that  the  United  States  paid  more,  in 
proportion  to  our  income^  in  support  of  manuiac- 
tures,  than  any  other  nation  upion  earth. 

I  beg  leave  to  quote,  for  the  benefit  of  those 
who  are  devoted  to  the  restrictive  policy,  a  single 
sentence  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Franklin :  "  The 
'  most  of  the  statutes,  acts,  edicts,  arrets,  and  pla- 
'  cards  of  Parliaments,  Princes,  and  States,  for 
^  regulating  and  directing  and  restraining  trade, 
^  have,  we  think,  been  eiuier  political  blunders  or 
'  jobs  obtained  by  artful  men  for  private  advan- 
'  tage,  under  pretence  of  public  good." 

We  are  told  of  the  prosperity  of  European  na- 
tions who  encourage  manufactures.  Sir,  what- 
ever that  prosperity  may  be,  and  to  whatsoever 
causes  owing,  gentlemencan  scarcely  be  serious, 
when  they  compare  their  Governments  with  ours, 
the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  their  subjects  and 
our  citizens.  Their  institutions  may  be  fair  and 
beautiful  in  the  distant  prospect;  yet,  like  the 
apples  on  the  Dead  Sea  shore,  they  are  lovely  to 
the  eye,  but  dust  and  bitterness  to  the  taste.  Their 
splendid  monuments,  extensive  armies  and  na- 
vies, their  gilded  palaces,  and  lofty  columns,  may 
dazzle  the  sight  and  delight  the  imagination,  but 
they  conceal  from  the  view,  care,  penury,  corrup- 
tion, and  taxation,  upon  the  necessaries  of  life ! 
Yes,  sir,  taxation  upon  the  necessaries  of  life, 
which  has  been  said,  with  perfect  iustice,  to  be  a 
"  curse  equal  to  the  barrenness  of  the  soil  and  the 
inclemency  of  the  heavens." 

When  Mr.  Reid  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Cbudup,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  before 
the  vote  is  taken  upon  this  question,  he  must  beg 
the  indulgence  of  the  Committee,  whilst  he  made 
a  few  remarks  upon  the  subject.  I  promise  them 
(said  Mr.  C.)  that  I  will  not  be  lengthy,  for  I  am 
apprized  that  their  patience  must  be  already  con- 
siderably exhausted,  and  that  it  will  be  with  the 
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greatest  relactance  that  they  yield  their  attention 
to  any  further  observations  upon  the  subject.  And 
I  am  also  apprized  of  the  impracticability  of  say- 
ing scarcely  any  thing  upon  the  subject,  without 
treading  upon  ground  which  has  been  previously 
occupied  by  those  who  have  ^one  before  me.  And 
I  greatlv  despair,  after  so  much  has  been  said,  of  liv- 
ing it  that  interest  to  which  it  is  so  justly  entitled. 
But  I  am  opposed  to  the  bill,  and  hope  I  shall  not 
be  considered  obtrusive  in  stating  some  of  the 
principal  objections,  which  I  have  to  its  passage. 
In  doing  which,  I  shall  study  as  much  brevity  as 
may  be  consistent  with  perspicuity.  And  I  would 
not  presume  to  think  for  a  moment,  that,  at  this 
protracted  period  of  the  debate,  I  shall  be  able  to 
shed  any  new  lieht  upon  the  subject.  The  highest 
object  which  I  can  hope  to  attain,  will  be,  to 
oner,  in  my  own  way,  a  summary  of  the  view 
which  I  have  taken  or  the  subject ;  which,  whilst 
it  may  be  considered  as  a  justification  of  tne  vote 
which  I  shall  give  noon  the  question,  it  may  serve 
also  to  show  my  willingness,  at  least,  to  add  my 
mite  against  any  measure,  which  I  am  persuaded 
will  have  deleterious  efi*ects,  or  may  be  calculated 
to  operate  peculiarly  oppressive,  not  only  upon  my 
immediate  constituents,  but  upon  a  large  and  re- 
spectable portion  of  that  community,  which  I  have 
tne  honor  in  part  to  represent.  And  the  only 
apology  which  I  am  disnosed  to  offer  for  troubling 
the  Committee  upon  tnis  occasion,  is,  the  wide 
ranffe  of  discussion  which  the  bill  has  assumed ; 
the  nigh  and  general  interest  which  it  has  excited ; 
and  the  acknowledge^  importance  of  its  character. 
And  since  it  is  the  first  time,  that  I  have  been  able 
to  get  my  own  consent  to  take  any  part  in  the 
debate  upon  this  floor,  I  flatter  myself  that  I  shall 
meet  with  the  most  liberal  indulgence  from  the 
Committee  and  from  the  Chair.  Should  I,  how- 
ever, in  the  course  of  the  few  remarks  which  1 
am  about  to  make,  deviate,  in  any  very  conside- 
rable degree,  froin  the  parliamentary  rules  of  de- 
bate, I  shall  submit  witn  perfect  acouiescence  and 
great  pleasure  to  the  corrections  of  the  Chair,  or 
any  member  of  the  Committee. 

The  bill,  Mr.  C.  said,  has  been  introduced  with 
preat  ingenuity,  and  presented  before  us  in  a  very 
imposing  attitude.  As  a  preface  to  its  introduc- 
tion, an  alarm  has  been  loudly  sounded  in  our 
ears — ^tbat  the  balance  of  trade  is  against  us ;  that 
we  are  consequently  tending,  as  rapidly  as  the 
wheels  of  time  can  move,  to  national  banlrniptcy : 
and  that,  unless  we  divert  our  course,  we  shall 
soon  plunge  into  the  vortex  of  irretrievable  ruin. 
But  that,  if  we  will  only  pass  the  bill  now  ureed 
upon  us.  by  so  many  weighty  considerations,  that 
we  shall  not  only  escape  the  impending  evil,  but 
that  great  practical  good  will  be  the  result— that 
our  revenue  will  be  increased,  agriculture  and 
commerce  promoted,  employment  given  to  surplus 
hands,  and  funds,  which  lie  inactive  in  our  coun- 
try ;  and  finally,  that  permanent  security  and 
stability  will  be  given  to  our  independence,  par- 
ticularly in  time  of  war.  These  are  important, 
interesting,  and  desirable  objects.  And  could  I  be 
assured  that  the  picture,  which  has  been  drawn 
m  such  glowing  colors,'was  true,  it  should  have 


ray  most  cordial,  though  feeble  support  Bot  a 
long  as  it  remains  a  matter  of  mere  opinion  @ 
speculation,  unsustained  by  cogent  reasoniog ;:: 
conclusive  argument,  I  must  exercise  theprirue^r 
to  think  for  myself,  and  be  permitted  to  !iay,  ihi: 
the  calculation  to  me  appears,  at  least,  extreiDelj 
doubtful.  In  fact,  the  slight  attention  whichlkre 
paid  to  the  subject,  has  brought  my  mind  t?  as 
entirely  different  conclusion  from  that  fonofit  by 
the  advocates  of  the  bill.  And  notwithstaDdiu 
the  onus  pr6ba$idi  falls  upon  them,  we  take  it  QpK 
ourselves  to  show,  that  the  greater  probabiluyK 
on  our  side  of  the  question.  We  think  thai  tbej 
have  failed  to  sustain  a  single  position  which  tM 
have  assumed.  And  let  us,  said  Mr.  C,  ki 
moment  attend  to  the  grounds  taken  in  soppcrto^ 
the  bill ;  and 

1st.  That  the  balance  of  trade  is  against  q& 
How  do  gentlemen  ascertain  this  fact  ?  firtbe 
custom-house  documents  ?  They  are  not  sufficist 
evidence  to  warrant  such  a  condnsion.  Titer 

five  us  correct  accounts  only  of  theimporutioB!; 
ut  do  not,  nor  cannot,  give  us  correct  retuns^'' 
the  exportations.  If  they  were  to  be  relied  Dfc^ 
as  conclusive  evidence  upon  this  subject,  it  woci^ 
appear  that  the  nation  has  always  imported. a 
value,  more  than  it  has  exported.  And,sQppo^i^ 
this  to  be  the  fact,  what  would  be  the  vokma} 
That  the  resources  of  the  nation  were  inexltiss^ 
ble— a  supposition  which  involves  the  graiest 
obscurity.  Whilst  the  custom-house  docQSt^^ 
on  the  one  hand,  give  us  full  accounts  of  tbt  v»r 
portations,  on  the  other  hand,  they  gire  rerj  im- 
perfect accounts  of  the  exportations.  Totli«£- 
count  of  the  exportations,  should  be  added  (^ 
freiffht  of  all  the  importations  and  expoitaucss 
made  in  American  vessels,  (which  includes  Ber'r 
the  whole  of  both ;)  the  value  of  foreign  artide: 
imported  in  vessels  engaged  in  the  trade  of  ik 
Northwest  coast  and  Pacific  ocean ;  the  proereds 
of  the  labor  and  enterprise  of  those  cosor^ 
therein ;  and  the  same  additions  to  the  iv^^ 
value  of  exports,  as  are  required  by  law  to  betoa^ 
of  the  imports.  After  a  statement  of  these  h^ 
(for  a  confirmation  of  which  I  refer  gendeisaLt? 
the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasoy. 
laid  upon  our  tables  at  the  commencement  of  i^ 
present  session)  I  conclude  that  the  oniformp^ 
pcrity  of  the  nation  is  j^Kma/wric  evidence  that  oe 
balance  of  trade  is  in  our  favor.  To  be  sure,  tiiflt 
has  been  a  great  depression  in  the  eawme^ 
world,  which  has  been  felt  in  everv  partcfoe 
body  politic  ;  but  it  has  been  only  the  «?"**■  ^ 
that  mental  excitement  which  was  occasioned  I? 
the  wars  in  Europe  and  America,  and  which,  ap* 
the  ratification  of  peace,  run  into  a  specoiis^ 
maniaism.  This  depression,  I  say,  is  onlr  v 
consequence  which  would  naturally  follow s9^ 
course  of  things ;  and  which  (if  unintemip'-^ 
will  gradually  regulate  itself.  But  it  can  ^* 
no  assistance  from  the  bill  now  before  us. 

2d.  But  it  is  said  that  it  will  increase  the  .^ 
enue.  . 

The  friends  of  the  bill,  to  bring  themsaj['« 
this  conclusion,  must  take  for  granted  ili^'^ 
we  think  too  improbable  to  be  admitted.  ^^^ 
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rdly  be  presumed  that  the  same  amoant  of  im- 
rtations  will  be  kept  up,  after  increasing  the 
ties  as  contemplated  by  this  bill.  The  greater 
sbabilitjr  is,  that  it  will  amount  to  a  total  pro- 
t)itioQ  of  many  articles,  and  reduce  the  quantity 
iported  of  many  others,  perhaps  of  all.  and  thereby 
>atly  diminish  the  revenue.  It  will  encourage 
lUggiiog,  So  great  is  the  love  of  money,  that 
*a  will  risk  for  it  life,  liberty,  and  reputation. 
lis  is  exemplified  in  the  piracies  and  slave  trade, 
lich  are  carried  on  under  the  most  awful  respon- 
lilities.  It  will  certainly  retard  the  sales  and  re- 
ce  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  a  source  of  con- 
lerable  revenue  to  the  country.  So  that  the  ar- 
ment,  that  it  will  increase  the  revenue,  appears 
me  to  be  forced,  far-fetched,  and  untenable. 
ad  it  is  too  apparent  to  be  mistaken,  that  the 
averse  of  that  proposition  is  true. 
3d.  But  it  is  said  that  it  will  promote  a^ricul- 
re  and  commerce.  I  should  like^  Mr.  Chairman, 
know  in  what  way?  Will  it  insure  higher 
ices  for  produce,  and  reduce  the  necessary  ar- 
mies of  merchandise?  I  should  think  that  it 
ould  have  entirely  a  different  effect.  By  doing 
vay  foreign  competition^  it  will  give  rise  to  ex- 
rtion.  And  the  high  prices  demanded  for  wool- 
Q  cloths,  during  the  last  war,  (when  the  candor 
'  the  proprietors  compelled  them  to  acknowledge, 
at  they  could  afford  them  much  lower^^  justifies 
ch  a  conclusion.  It  may  draw  off  a  few  labor- 
s  from  tilling  the  soil ;  the  most  honorable, 
hough  not  the  most  honored,)  the  most  indepen- 
mt,the  most  healthflil,  and  the  most  happy  of  all 
nplovments,  and  thereby  retard  the  progress  of 
priculture.  It  may  also  draw  off  sailors  from  the 
regularity,  the  anxiety,  and  the  un happiness  of 
seafaring  life,  and  fix  tliem  in  factories ;  but,  by 
is,  it  will  rather  impede  than  facilitate  the  course 
;  commerce ;  so  that  I  conclude,  that  it  may  clog 
id  injure,  but  cannot  promote  either  agriculture 
'  commerce. 

4th.  Bat,  it  is  also  said,  that  it  will  give  em- 
oyment  to  surplus  funds  and  hands  which  lie 
actire  in  our  country.  With  regard  to  surplus 
inds,  I  would  ask,  whether  there  tc  no  objects  of 
>eculation  in  which  men  of  capital  may  profitably 
nploy  their  money  ?  None,  Mr.  Chairman,  we 
resume,  so  profitable  as  manufacturing  establish- 
lents  would  be,  upon  the  passage  of  this  bill ;  but 
should  be  very  unwilling  to  gratify  their  avarice 
>  the  manifest  injury  of  so  large  a  portion  of  our 
!uow-citizens.  And  again,  I  would  ask,  sir,  if 
^ere  be  so  much  surplus  money  in  the  country, 
ow  gentlemen  will  account  for  it,  in  accordance 
^ith  the  argument,  that  the  balance  of  trade  is 
?ainst  us,  and  that  we  are  tending  to  national 
iQkruptcy?  This  has  been  the  language  for 
lany  years,  and  yet  they  tell  us  that  there  are 
irplus  funds  in  tne  country ;  and,  with  regard  to 
|e  surplus  hands  spoken  of^  I  would  say,  that, 
there  be  any  idle,  it  must  arise  from  an  indolent 
tsposition,  and  not  a  want  of  inducement  to  labor. 
'o  the  American  people  want  inducements  to 
bor  ?  They  have  inducements  enough  in  the 
fonts  and  pleasures  of  agriculture,  commerce,  the 
mechanical  employments,  the  pursuits  of  science, 


and  those  high  and  honorable  professions  which 
are  open  to  all.  We  have  no  hereditary  emolu- 
ments or  titles  of  honor  in  this  country ;  and  I  say 
it  with  peculiar  pleasure,  that  the  young  man  of 
genius  and  application,  (no  matter  how  humble 
his  birth,)  may  aspire  to  even  the  Executive  chair. 

5th.  But,  lastly,  it  is  said,  that  it  is  necessary  to 
give  security  and  stability  to  our  independence, 
particularly  in  time  of  war. 

Should  this,  Mr.  Chairman,  be  correct,  it  can 
only  be  in  a  very  small  degree;  and  I  am  persuaded 
that  the  injury,  which  a  large  majority  of  the 
community  would  sustain  by  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  would  more  than  counterbalance  any  good 
which  might  result  from  it,  even  should  another 
war  occur.  No,  sir,  the  only  safe  reliance,  in  time 
of  war,  must  be  placed  in  the  patriotism  of  our 
fellow-citizens,  wno  are  willing,  upon  all  neces- 
sary occasions,  to  sacrifice  their  lives  upon  the 
altar  of  liberty.  Witness  the  privations  and  suf- 
ferings they  endured  in  the  Revolutionary  and  late 
war  with  Great  Britain.  We  struggled  through 
these  bloody  scenes  without  these  manufacturing 
establishments,  and  I  presume  that  we  should  do 
as  well  under  similar  trials.  Not  that  I  am  opposed 
to  manufactures — I  am  greatly  in  favor  of  them ; 
but  I  wish  them  to  support  themselves,  and  not  to 
be  promoted  at  the  expense  of  agriculture  and 
commerce. 

Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  a  nation,  I 
think  we  are  doing  very  well.  But  it  would 
seem  that  gentlemen  wish  us,  by  the  adoption  of 
this  measure,  to  do  better.  And  to  this,  I  think 
an  anecdote  which  I  have  heard,  may  appropri- 
ately be  applied.  An  Italian  physician  directed 
this  epitapn  to  be  inscribed  upon  his  tomb,  that 
"  he  was  well,  but  wished  to  be  better,  took  medi- 
cine, and  died.'* 

But,  sir,  I  am  opposed  to  the  design  of  the  bill, 
because  it  is  intended  for  the  benefit  of  the  few 
and  not  the  many ;  and  these  few,  too,  not  the 
poor,  (who  should  always  be  especially  regarded 
in  legislation,)  but  the  rich — ^men  of  capital.  I 
am  opposed  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  because  it 
is  anti-republican.  Free  trade  is  essential  to  our 
liberty;  but  we  are  about  to  change  it  for  re- 
striction, which  is  characteristic  of  monarchy, 
and  should  never  be  introduced  into  our  system 
of  legislation  but  with  the  greatest  precaution. 
To  the  probable  effects  of  the  bill  I  have  many 
objections,  but  shall  mention  only  a  few.  It  wiu 
bear  unequally  hard  upon  a  large  portion  of  the 
community — upon  the  Southern  and  Western 
States,  particularly  the  cotton  makers  and  tobacco 
planters.  It  will  produce  a  fluctuation  in  the 
prices  of  articles  of  agriculture  and  commerce, 
and  be  a  shock  upon  both  not  far  short  of  an  em- 
bargo ;  and  the  country  is  not  in  a  situation,  at 
present,  to  sustain  this  shock.  It  will  be  an  indi- 
rect tax,  which,  by  diminishing  the  revenue^  I  fear 
will  soon  be  followed  with  the  necessity  of  a  di- 
rect tax. 

In  every  country  there  is  some  main  interest, 
which  it  will  be  the  policy  of  the  le|;islative  pow- 
er to  pursue,  to  promote,  and  cherish.  In  Eng- 
land, a  small  island  in  the  midst  of  the  ocean, 
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containing  about  170  inhabitants  to  eaeh  square 
mile,  this  interest  is  manufactures  and  com- 
merce. The  British  nation  has  long  since  seen 
and  pursued  it  with  an  undeviating  course,  and 
hence  they  ha?e  become  so  famous  for  both. 
But,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  is  the  main  interest  of 
America?  Manufactures?  No.  Commerce?  No. 
But  Agriculture.  And  the  extent  of  our  territory, 
the  fertility  of  our  soil,  the  salubrity  and  adapta- 
tion of  our  climate  to  the  productions  of  the 
earth,  render  it  but  too  obvious  to  be  mistaken 
that  this  is  our  main  interest.  Let  us  then  never 
clog,  but  facilitate  its  progress  with  all  our  ener- 
gy. And  we  may  look  forward,  with  pleasinc 
anticination,  to  the  time  when  ''  the  desert  shafl 
literally  become  a  fruitful  field,  and  the  wilder- 
ness shall  flourish  and  blossom  as  the  rose.''  Com- 
merce is  certainljr  a  very  convenient  and  useful 
handmaid  to  agriculture,  and  may.  therefore,  be 
regarded  in  that  point  of  view.  And  so  manu- 
factures may  become.  But  let  them  first  estab- 
lish their  claim  to  this  special  regard,  and  they 
will  no  doubt  receive  it.  With  these  few  simple 
remarks,  sir,  I  conclude,  by  expressing  mv  san- 
guine hope  that  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  en- 
acting clause  will  prevail. 

When  Mr.  Crudup  had  finished — 

The  question,  on  striking  out  the  enacting 
clause,  was  loudly  called  for. 

Mr.  Van  Wyck,  however,  obtained  the  floor ; 
but,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Edwards,  of  North 
Carolina,  he  gave  wav  to  a  motion  for  the  Com- 
mittee to  rise;  whicn  motion  was  negatived — 
ayes  63,  noes  82.  Mr.  Van  Wtck  then  proceeded 
in  his  speech  in  favor  of  the  bill,  as  follows :  He 
observed  that  it  was  with  much  difl&culty  he  had 
summoned  resolution  to  ofler  his  feeble  views  to 
the  Committee.  From  the  gre&x  sensibility  ex- 
pressed on  this  question,  he  did  not  know  but  it 
would  have  been  prudent  in  him  to  have  left  the 
subject  to  others  of  stronger  nerves  than  he  pos- 
sessed. 

He,  however,  observed,  that  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  increase  this  excitement.  1  shall,  said 
he,  Mr.  Chairman,  onlv  endeavor  to  prove,  that 
it  IS  not  the  object  of  tne  friends  of  this  measure, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Tattnall) 
apprehends,  to  take  from  one  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  violently  and  fraudulently,  his  prop- 
erty, and  give  it  to  another.  But  I  shall  merely 
endeavor  to  show^  that  it  is  now  time  to  protect 
our  Northern  citizens  from  an  unequal  and  an 
unfair  competition  in  our  own  markets  from  for- 
eigners. From  those  foreigners  who  never  have, 
nor  never  will,  participate  with  them  in  theirs, 
unless  compelled  from  necessity,  or  directed  by 
interest. 

I  shall  also  endeavor  to  prove  that  the  doctrine 
of  resistance,  advanced  the  other  day  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts.  (Mr.  Qorram,)  was, 
the  least  you  could  say  ot  it,  unreasonable  and 
ungrateful.  Because,  sir,  there  is  no  new  princi- 
ple contained  in  this  bill.  It  is  nothing  more  than 
an  extension  of  the  same  system  of  protection 
that  was  so  promptly  afforded  to  our  merchants 
and  planters  immediately  afler  the  organization  of 


this  Grovernment.  To  those  merciiaB&  wboe 
that  eentleman  now  represents,  and  to  those  pU^- 
ers  whom  he  wished  to  excite. 

It  is  with  surprise,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  1  aei 
for  the  first  time,  have  heard  Constiiaiio&il  o^ 
jections  to  this  question ;  and,  sir,  what  iocieoe 
that  surprise  not  a  little,  is,  its  coming  froow- 
tioDs  of  the  country,  from  whence  thej  venihe 
first  to  eome  here  in  sackcloth,  and  upon  m 
marrow*bones,  to  implore  its  adoptioa.  [Hce 
Mr.  Van  Wtck  was  called  to  order  byMr.Rm 
When  DO  infringement  of  the  rules  coald  be  ikwi 
by  Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Van  Wyck  was  again  ps- 
mitted  to  proceed.]  When  he  obserred  (bate! 
had  no  intention  of  violating  the  roles  of  \k 
House,  nor  lesseninff  the  decorum  thttsbooidk 
ot»erved,  and  was  nappjr  to  find  that  that  i\ik 
tion  only  existed  in  the  hiffbly  stimalatai  ioj^ 
ation  01  the  sentleman  from  Tennessee,  ti^ 
leave,  then,  Mr.  Chairmam,  may  I  now  be  per- 
mitted to  inquire  of  the  gentleman  from  Gecegia. 
(Mr.  CuTHBCRT,)  who  made  these  Constitot^ae: 
objections,  why  they  were  not  discofered  is^ 
made  known  in  1789,  when  a  duty  of  three  cee 
a  pound  was  laid  on  cotton,  throwing  the  cqIibs 
of  that  article  into  his  own  hands  ?  May  I  aisok 
permitted  to  inquire  of  the  gentleman  from  Mass* 
chusetts,  (Mr.  Gorham,)  who  made  the  sibk  «^ 

t'ections,  why  these  were  not  discovered  aBJioade 
:nown  in  1789.  when  a  high  tonnage  dsn  ns 
laid  on  foreign  vessels,  excluding  them  (m)^ 
shores  ?  And  may  I  also  be  permitted  to  iaqoin 
of  that  gentleman,  too,  why  these  Constitotioss. 
objections  were  not  made  in  1790,  when  tite  ^ 
cnminating  duties  were  laid  on  goods  m^^ 
in  foreign  vessels,  throwing  almost  the  wholes 
that  branch  of  industry  into  the  hands  of  ^ 
merchants  he  represents  ? 

Mr.  Chairman,  whilst  we  listen  to  thessB^^ 
the  syren,  we  should  cautiously  avoid  tbe  see- 
ster.  Whilst  I  am  constrained  to  adiWR  ^ 
eloquence,  ingenuity,  and  zeal  of  those  g«stk- 
men,  may  I  m  permitted  to  caution  this  Hoeft' 
to  stand  back  from  a  chasm,  into  which  it  ntij 
fall,  if  it  receives  and  acknowledges  premie  ^ 
false* 

I  have  said,  sir,  that  I  shall  onljr  endearor  t 
prove  this.  It  will,  sir,  only  be  an  eodeaw. 
For  I  have  not  the  faintest  impressiooitbatiof 
observations  I  may  make,  will  change  a  scif^ 
vote.  It  is  for  thi^  and  from  iu  inipwtance.tfa 
the  variety  of  opinions  entertained  respecuig^ft- 
that  I  feel  disposed  to  offer  a  few  reasons,  m*- 
ever  feeble  they  may  be,  that  shall  gorerD  s^ 
vote  in  its  decision.  As  delicatelTsiiuawl,^ 
on  this  subject,  as  the  President  of  the  tu^ 
Sutes  may  have  been,  jet,  at  the  opening  of^ 
session,  he  was  sufficiently  exjdicit.  3<OT 
more  to  expect  from  his  country  than  the  *^ 
brity  he  may  acquire  from  the  good  *ff*?^L^^, 
administration,  we  may,  therefore,  I  thmt 
ture  to  attach  some  weight  to  his  opinion- 

But,  sir,  independent  of  that— this  ^^fz, 
stractedly  considered,  has  never,  for  a  «ij^ 
ment,  left  a  doubt  on  my  mind.  Taken, ho«^; 
in  the  ordinary  way,  freighted  with  all ' ' 
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ioos  aod  Tiew8  of  the  different  writers  and  theorists  '  slightest  surrey  leaves  not  a  doabt  that,  if  those 
00  this  sobject,  it  is  not  a  matter  of  wonder,  that  j  Governments  with  whom  we  communicate  had  no 
somaorof  our  best  statesmen  should  recede  from  I  laws  restrainins^  our  commerce,  or  that  shut  out 
each  otiier,  as  they  progress  in  debate.  Divest  it  j  the  produce  of  this  country,  whether,  with  our 
of  all  this ;  let  it  be  taken  up  as  a  prudent  house- ;  present  habits,  w«  could  compete  with  them.  For, 
keeper,  or  the  father  of  a  family  would  a  subject  [  if  we  were  as  industrious  now  as  we  were  pre- 
reJatiug  to  his  own  concerns,  and  we  cannot  miss  |  vious  to  the  French  Revolution,  which  I  am  far 
the  way.  For  it  is  simply  a  question  that  regards  i  from  admitting,  I  presume  no  one  will  pretend  to 
the  economy  of  the  nation ;  and  a  nation  thus  say  that  we  are  so  frugal.  If  not,  why  should  it 
situated,  is  but  a  family  guided  by  its  head  ;  or  a  :  any  longer  be  a  subject  of  wonder  that  we  bare 
family  with  its  head,  is  the  same  as  a  nation  di-  i  thus  been  operated  upon?  Why  should  we  seek 
rected  by  its  government,  in  miniature.  j  abroad  for  an  evil  when  the  cause  exists  at  home? 

If  then,  there  is  this  similarity  between  the  |  Under  such  circumstances,  sir,  if  all  the  European 
management  of  a  fMnily,  and  the  economy  of  a  |  governments  were  to  throw  open  their  ports,  re- 
oatioD,  this  question  may  be  much  simplified,  j  ceive  and  consume  every  kind  of  American  pro- 
All  these  theoretical  visions  may  be  laid  aside,  I  duce  as  freely  as  we  do  theirs,  all  this  would  be 
and  every  practical  man  may  venture  to  reflect,  ,  of  no  avail  without  industry  and  economy.  The 
and  form  an  opinion.  In  this  he  will  be  brought !  same  picture  that  is  now  exhibited  in  Spain,  and 
to  the  following  conclusion  :  That  the  same  cause  |  from  the  same  cause,  and  which  their  new  Gov- 
wbich  occasions  the  rise  and  fall  of  dififerent  fami-  \  ernment  is  now  endeavoring  to  correct,  would  be 
iio  in  thesame  society,  will  produce  the  same  |  presented  here;  for  it  is  manifest  to  every  American 


eftct  in  difoent  nations  wh^re  intercourse  is  un- 
nstrained  by  commercial  laws ;  and  he  will  find, 
too,  that  that  cause  may  almost  wholly  be  attri- 
buted to  the  different  degrees  of  industry  and  econ- 
omy, indolence,  and  profusion.  Accident,  good 
or  ^d  fortune,  comparatively,  have  no  effect  in 


traveller  that  the  mass  of  the  European  popula* 
tion  is  much  more  industrious  and  economical  than 
ours.  As  it  is  also  observable  how  soon  after  their 
arrival  in  this  country  they  not  onlv  gain  a  com- 
petency, but  become  independent.  Many  of  them 
who  have  worked  in  your  ditches,  sawed  wood  at 
these  events.  For,  If  a  nation,  however  numer-  '  your  doors,  and  carried  the  pack,  now  roll  through 
OQs,  was  cut  off  from  communicating  with  all  your  streets  upon  a  wealth  more  solidly  based  than 
other  nations,  and  every  family  and  individual  in  even  that  of  the  old  inhabitants  of  the  country, 
that  nation  were  alike  industrious  and  economi-  The  industrious  and  frugal  habits  of  the  New 
eal)  their  relative  wealth  would  forever  remain  Englanders,  who  are  constantly  rooting  out  their 
the  same.  All  the  casualties  they  would  be  liable  more  southern  and  western  neighbors,  are  com- 
to,  the  loss  of  crops  by  a  blight,  or  any  other  ac-  pelled,  in  their  turn,  to  yield  to  the  persevering 
cicfental  occorrence,  would  scarcely  be  perceptible,  and  rigid  habits  of  those  strangers.  On  my  mind. 
Bat,  sir,  if  you  will  only  let  the  ordinary  course  '  sir,  not  a  particle  of  doubt  exists  that,  if  those  Gov- 
of  things  operate,  plant  the  industrious  ana  frugal,  ernments  were  to  reciprocate  to  us,  giving  us  the 
promiscuously,  amongst  the  indolent  and  profuse,  same  privilege  of  vending  our  produce  in  their 
not  a  generation  would  pass  before  there  woula  markets,  as  we  have  ever  extended  to  them  in 
be  almost  a  total  revolution  in  the  wealth  of  the  ours,  this  superiority  of  theirs  alone  would  give 
&milies  composing  that  nation.    Hence  the  words  ;  them  the  ascendency. 

^  and  bad  fortune  might  profitably  be  stricken  '  Besides,  sir,  they  have  another  important  ad- 
oat  of  the  American  language.  Instead  of  going  vantage.  The  value  of  labor  on  the  articles  we 
to  work  and  economising,  we,  from  a  misconcep-  exchange  with  each  other  has  no  relative  propor- 
tioa  of  their  powers,  stand  and  look  for  some  tion.  Theirs  operate  on  ours  as  the  lever  does  in 
favorable  erent — ^perhaps  for  another  European  ;  mechanics.  In  peace,  two  men  in  Europe  will, 
war.  ,111  any  given  time,  manufacture  more  goods  than 

it  is  true,  nature  has  been  extremely  bountiful,  can  be  paid  for  by  the  industry  of  three  men  in 
Bat  it  is  equally  true,  that,  in  the  distribution  of  t  this  country.  It  is  said  that  one  girl  in  Leghorn 
ber  favors,  she  has  left  them,  as  it  were,  in  a  state   will  keep  ten  men  in  America  constantly^em ployed 


of  chaos.  Our  efforts  and  cares  are,  therefore, 
diiij  necessary ;  and  it  is.  perhaps,  in  the  proper 
exercise  of  these  alone,  tnat  we  are  raised  above 
the  brotes,  and  distinguished  from  the  savages. 

If}  then,  an  association  of  families  be  thus  oner- 
ated  upon  by  these  causes,  we  may,  with  safety, 
'<ippose,  that  the  same  effect  would  be  produced  in 
a  comnranity  of  nations  where  intercourse  is  not 
impeded  by  commercial  regulations.  Because,  in 
such  a  state  of  things,  the  whole  world^  commer- 
<^iaUv,  would  be  as  one  nation.  And  its  wealth 
voQld  readily  be  transferred  from  those  countries 
tftat  are  the  least  industrious  and  frugal,  to  others 
of  a  different  character.  Nothing,  sir,  would  pre- 
l^nt  it.  Since  the  general  peace,  this  nation  has 
°^D  a  striking  illustration  of  this  fact.     For  the 


to  pay  (or  the  bonnets  she-can  make.  During  the 
European  wars,  when  American  flour  was  admit- 
ted, and  brought  twelve  or  fifteen  dollars  a  barrel 
in  Bordeaux,  Cadiz,  or  Liverpool,  it  was  then  ju- 
dicious in  this  Government  to  keep  up  these  in- 
terchanges. It  was  then  good  economy  for  us 
to  send  ambassadors,  and  to  maintain  residents 
abroad.  The  advantage  was  then  decidedly  in 
our  favor.  But  at  present,  sir,  and  particularly  as 
respects  the  Northern  States,  all  this  is  wholly 
preposterous.  We  have  nothin?  in  those  States, 
in  time  of  peace,  that  can  tally  with  their  in- 
dustry. 

With  these  advantages,  and  with  our  present 
free  trade,  as  it  is  most  erroneously  called  by  our 
merchants,  or,  in  the  more  popular  phrase,  ^'a 
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trade  left  to  regalate  itself/'  they  operate  upon  us 
precisely  as  the  industrious,  ingenious,  and  eco- 
nomical families  do  upon  the  rest  of  society.  And 
yet,  sir,  these  are  the  nations  that  our  merchants, 
and  the  most  of  our  statesmen,  are  willing  to  ^ive 
the  odds  to  in  commerce.  These  are  the  nations 
against  which  even  reciprocity  itself,  in  time  of 
peace,  will  be  a  doubtful  barrier.  And  yet,  sir, 
strange  as  it  may  seem,  this  advantage  to  be  given 
them  has  been  so  repeatedly  pressed  upon  this 
Government,  and  rung  so  loua  and  so  lone  through 
the  country,  that  it  has  become  the  popular  theme 
of  the  nation.  Pass  where  you  will,  and  your  ears 
are  dinned  with  the  sound  of  '^  free  trade" — trade, 
on  our  part,  "left  to  regulate  itself;"  or,  as  some 
of  them  more  artfully  express  it,  "rather  than  have 
no  bread,  we  will  accept  of  half  a  loaf."  Rather 
than  risk  the  privilege  of  carrying  our  cotton,  to- 
bacco, and  a  few  of  our  staple  articles  to  a  good 
market^  we  will  acquiesce.  Rather  than  jeopar- 
dize this,  we  will  submit,  as  if  the  European  Gov- 
ernments were  the  sole  depositories  of  our  destiny. 
With  me,  sir,  our  merchants  are  perfectly  ex- 
cusable. From  men  who  wrangled  with*  this 
Government  previous  to  the  late  war  because  it 
would  not  permit  them  to  pay  a  transit  duty  to 
Great  Britain,  more  than  this  should  not  be  looked 
for.  But,  when  I  hear  their  notes  re-echoed  from 
other  sections  of  the  country — from  our  indepen- 
dent and  high-minded  agricultural  districts,  I 
know  not  how  to  reconcile  the  cause.  Men, 
whose  .immediate  interest  it  is  to  have  no  other 
commerce  than  that  based  upon  the  most  liberal 
interchanges,  to  enter  so  warmly  into  these  meas- 
ures, and  particularly,  too,  when  they  are  them- 
selves living  witnesses  of  their  effects,  is  to  me^ 
wholly  unaccountable.  There  is  not  a  grain- 
growing  district  in  the  United  States,  having  forty 
miles  land  transportation,  that  has  not  depreciated 
more  than  one-half  in  value  for  the  last  eight 
years,  and  many  of  whose  inhabitants  are  now  to- 
tally ruined.  And  what  deepens  the  shade  of 
their  prospect,  is,  that,  so  long  as  these  measures 
are  pursued,  so  long  will  their  depressions  con- 
tinue. So  long  as  we  acquiesce,  and  permit  for- 
eign nations  to  prescribe  to  us,  direct  what  our 
agriculturists  shall  rear  for  them,  or  what  we  shall 
consume  of  theirs — so  long  must  we  expect  these 
vicissitudes,  these  depressions.  The  evil  never 
can  be  remedied,  until  we  assume  the  high  and 
independent  ground  they  have  taken.  If,  with 
all  the  natural  advantaffes  they  possess,  they  are 
atill  unwilling  to  open  their  ports,  receive  our  ves- 
sels, and  mutually  exchange  the  products  of  our 
respective  countries,  it  certainly  becomes  our  duty 
to  pause.  If  we  dare  not  act  promptly  towards 
them;  if  we  dare  not  mete  to  them  their  own 
measure,  at  least  we  ought  to  stop  and  consider. 
Look  at  the  present  attitude  of  Europe.  Scarcely 
is  there  a  nation  left  that  has  not  adopted  the 
same  rule  lon|^  pursued  by  England  and  France, 
of  turning  their  attention  internally,  and  supplying 
their  own  wants  from  their  own  soil,  and  Irom 
the  industry,  too,  of  that  soldiery  formerly  other- 
wise engaged,  and  which  we  once  had  the  advan- 
tage of  feeding.    One  nation  after  another,  in  the 


strongest  language  their  edicts  can  possibl|  a- 
press,  have  told  us  that  they  will  do  Iod^  ttkf 
our  bread,  meat,  butter,  chce!«e,  hemp,  flax,  wod 
soap,  candles,  &^c.,  but  will  now  endcaror  to  ^ 
duce  these  themselves,  when,  at  the  same  time,  si 
every  opening  and  every  avenue  on  yoorseahak 
they  continue  to  press  in  their  dry  goods.  hiH- 
ware,  crockery,  groceries,  and  lun,  as  ossj 
And  to  induce  this  trade,  when  our  mooef  ^ 
(which  must  happen  if  we  cannot  sell,)  theyirf 
willing  to  indulge  us  with  long  credits,  secore! 
with  good  paper,  or  with  mortgages  on  unsMm 
bered  property.  Well  may  the  northern,  Ea^un 
and  Western  States  be  alarmed  at  this  pn^i 
Well  may  they  spontaneously  rise,  and  wiib » 
yoice  declare  against  this  odds,  when  they  hav 
it  is  unsafe  for  us  to  trade  with  those  nations  em 
on  equal  terms. 

And  well,  too,  may  the  Northern  States  c^i 
to  this  course,  when  the  whole  weight  of  tiiisoi^ 
falls  on  them.  For  if  you  will  strike  a  lineabe 
at  the  38^  of  north  latitude,  the  principal  pdis 
south  of  that  line,  such  as  tobacco,  conoo^of 
and  naval  stores,  are  not  only  received  in  Eb.*^ 
but  sought  for  by  those  nations,  whilst  all  "^ 
great  agricultural  staples  north  of  that  li&e  in 
virtually  prohibited.  When  we  take  into  coast 
eration,  too,  that  south  of  the  38°  of  nortfalatitodf. 
there  is  only  two-fifths  of  the  whole  popekaix 
of  the  United  States,  and  north  of  that  liixt^ 
fifths.  And  for  fifteen  years,  from  ld03tolSl7. 
inclusive,  there  was  exported  from  the  Ccted 
States,  of  domestic  produce,  $595,000,OOCi.  6f 
which  only  $255,000,000  was  from  the  Scadio: 
States,  whilst  the  residue,  $340,000,000  vas  fr® 
the  Northern — giving  until  that  period  to  ^^ 
Northern  farmers,  an  income  equal  to  their  m- 
tory,  population,  and  wealth.  But,  sir,  fromi^' 
time,  from  1817,  the  domestic  exports  frosi  tiv 
Northern  States  have  declined  so  rapidir.  t^'^ 
for  the  year  1820,  they  only  amounted  tooae-M 
of  the  whole  domestic  exports  of  thecoi2iitrT;aQ^ 
for  the  year  1821,  they  had  fallen  coosidmWy 
short  even  of  that.  Whilst  the  agricultaral  p 
duce  of  the  South  for  that  year,  amouotft!  i^ 
«27,449,836,  that  from  the  Northern  Stales  U 
not  exceed  $8,105,264.  Can  it  then,IsaT,ioT 
longer  be  a  subject  of  wonder,  that  the  inhabite^^ 
of  the  Northern  States  should  be  dissatisfied fi^ 
their  prospects ;  whibt  a  Southern  popoltticoc: 
only  two-nttbs  of  the  whole  Inhabitants  of^ 
States,  shall  receive  an  annual  income  of  ^r 
000,000,  the  other  three-fifths  can  barely  (m 
$8,000,000  ?  Nor,  sir,  is  this  the  wont ;  for  ti* 
the  extravagant  habits  this  Northern  popolat^ 
have  aoquii^,  from  the  high  prices  obtaion  & 
their  produce  during  the  European  wars,  a  aoc^ 
cannot  be  entertained,  but  that  they  bare  ^ 
sumed  their  full  proportion  of  the  immense  <i^ 
tity  of  goods  imported  since  the  peace  of  Ij^ 
If  so,  we  have  at  once  the  whole  cause  oi^ 
embarrassments.  For  since  that  time  our  ioF^ 
have  been  $608,000,000,  and  our  exports  ^ 
$468,000,000;  leaving  a  balance  agaio^T 
country  of  $160,000,000,  to  which  iD»f  ^^^ 
ded  the   exportation  of  nearly  til  tbai^ 
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which  had  been  gradually  accumulating  for  thirty 
years,  and  w|^icb  had  been  considered  as  a  part  of 
the  permanent  capital  of  the  country,  together 
with  about  $10,000,000  of  national  and  bank 
stock. 

To  ha?e  the  whole  of  this  weight,  then,  thrown 
opoo  about  tbree-fifths  of  the  population  of  these 
States,  is  it  not  enough,  without  seeking  further 
for  the  cause  of  their  distress  ?  Take  exactly  the 
proportion  of  wealth  from  any  single  family,  and 
fou  certainly  must  embarrass  it.  Nay,  sir,  let 
any  familf  continue  its  ordinary  expenaitures  for 
a  few  years,  whilst  it  is  deprived  of  two-thirds 
of  its  revenue,  and  ruin  must  ensue.  As  respects 
wealth,  families,  societies,  and  nations,  under  sim- 
ilar circumstances,  are  alike  operated  upon.  To 
comment  npon  such  a  state  of  things  is  unneces- 
^ry.  Indeed,  the  subiect  has  already  been  so  aUv 
discQssed  by  others,  tnat  it  can  receive  no  addi- 
tion from  roe.  And  I  shall  therefore  proceed,  ac- 
cording to  my  own  practical  conception,  to  point 
out  the  remedy. 

As  I  have  already  observed,  if  there  was  a  per- 
fect reciprocity,  or  if  there  was  thai  free  trade 
which  our  merchants  say  does  exist  between  us 
and  the  European  nations,  with  their  habits  of 
industry,  skill,  and  economy,  they  would,  I  appre- 
hend, if  the  world  remained  at  peace  for  a  series 
of  years,  very  perceptibly  draw  from  us  our  wealth. 
pu^  sir,  however  alarming  even  that  may  be,  it 
is  Dot  the  immediate  disease  that  we  are  now  par- 
ticularly called  oo  to  cure.    But  the  application, 
1  hope,  will  produce  that  effect.    It  is  something 
to  counteract  the  effect  of  that  studied  policv  of 
European  Governments,  in  shutting  out  from  tneir 
markets  all  the  American  products  that  they  can 
possibly  dispense  with,  whilst  our  ports  are  free 
irora  the  reception  of  theirs.    WhiUt  our  laws  and 
practices  are  based  upon  the  most  liberal  construc- 
tion of  Adam  Smith,  one  European  nation  after 
soother  has  departed  from  his  principles,  and  left 
^  alone  to  practice  towards  them  that  liberality 
vhich  they  have  ever  been,  and  are  to  this  day, 
^  zealous  in    disseminating    throughout    these 
States.    And,  astonishing  as  it  may  appear,  men 
glowing  with  all  the  ardor  and  entnusiasm  of 
Americans  on  every  other  subject,  are  either  blind 
to  this  disadvantage,  or  warmlv  opposed  to  any 
attempts  at  restoring  an  equiliorium.    Wrapped 
tip  ia  some  petty  local  interest ;  scarcely  mindful 
of  the  great  purposes  for  which  these  States  were 
associated;  apparently  willing,  if  their  own  ob- 
jects, however  minute,  can  be  served,  that  the 
other  interests  of  the  nation,  however  great,  should 
he  left  to  chance, — is  it  possible  for  us,  under  such 
circamstances,  increasing  as  we  are  in  territory 
and  variety  of  interest,  to  strengthen  in  our  attach- 
ment?   Iq  the  great  scale  of  national  concerns, 
^tional  interest  and  prejudices  should  forever 
yield.    If  three-fifths  of  these  States  are  falling  a 
pr^y  to  the  skill,  industry,  and  economy,  of  stran- 
gers—to  European,  Asiatic,  and  other  nations — 
^hy  not  stop  and  lend  them  a  hand  ?    Is  it  becaiue 
you  are  more  apprehensive  of  their  prosperity  than 
:>f  those  whom  you  never  saw  but  in  arms  against 
fou?    I  aiake  not  these  observations  as  an  appeal 


to  your  feelings,  for  I  well  know  that  where  inter- 
est predominates,  sympathy  can  rarely  be  excited. 
It  is  to  the  understanoing ;  it  b  to  convince  that 
we  are  sent  here  as  the  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  and  not  of  any  particular  portion 
of  these  States.  Go  back — examine  the  Consti- 
tution that  binds  us  together,  and  the  causes  that 
produced  that  instrument,  and  then  lay  your  fin- 
ger upon  that  portion  of  it  that  teaches  you  that 
three-fifths  of  the  agriculturists  of  these  States 
shall  be  neglected,  because  the  Southern  planters 
apprehend  (and  it  is  nothing  more  than  an  appre- 
hension) that  the  price  of  rice,  cotton,  tobacco, 
and  naval  stores,  will  be  depressed.  Point  out  to 
me  that  portion  of  that  instrument  that  teaches  us 
that  the  interest  of  the  Northern  farmers  and  arti-  * 
sans  shall  continue  to  be  sapped,  because  a  mere 
handful  of  merchants,  confinea  to  the  home  trade, 
wish  to  continue  importing  flax,  hemp,  wool, 
common  woollen^  linen,  hempen  and  cotton  goods, 
malt  liquors,  spirits,  cheese,  butter,  potatoes,  hides, 
tallow,  iron,  fuel,  and  a  variety  of  other  agricul- 
tural articles ;  or  such,  the  raw  materials  of  which 
may  abundantly  be  produced  in  this  countrv.  It 
is  not  your  sympathy,  gentlemen,  I  claim;  out  to 
remind  you  who  have  uniformly  opposed  this  ques- 
tion— that  vou  have  an  important  debt  of  grati- 
tude to  discharge.  Have  you,  planters,  forgotten 
that  in  1789,  when  you  petitioned  and  stated  to 
this  Government  that  the  staples  of  your  country 
— rice  and  indigo — were  so  reduced  in  prices  as 
to  be  no  longer  worth  cultivating  ?  And  has  it 
escaped  your  recollections,  that  the  Northern  farm- 
ers and  artisans  cheerfully  assented  to  increasing 
the  duty  on  cotton,  that  you  might  change  your 
husbandry?  No,  gentleman,  it  is  not  the  pitiful 
boon  of  charity  I  ask ;  but  the  Northern  agricul- 
turists and  artisans  now  call  on  you  to  cancel  a 
debt  which  should  never  have  been  forgotten. 

Nor,  sir,  can  our  merchants,  confined  to  the 
hpme  trade,  and  who  are  daily  eating  the  bread 
produced  from  the  profits  of  those  goods  they 
nourly  vend  to  the  farmer  and  the  artisan,  but 
have  the  thought  constantly  flitting  over  their 
minds,  that  no  set  of  merchants,  under  any  Gov- 
ernment in  the  world,  have  been  so  highly  favored 
as  themselves.  They  never  can  forget  that,  in 
1789,  when  this  Government  went  into  operation, 
how  depressed  and  limited  was  their  commerce. 
Their  memories  certainly  must  be  less  retentive 
on  this  than  on  any  other  subject,  not  to  recollect 
that  at  that  time  the  whole  coastinff  and  foreign 
intercourse  trade  were  about  equally  divided  be- 
tween themselves  and  strangers;  and  that  almost 
the  first  business  of  this  Government  was  to  put 
them  in  possession  of  the  one,  by  a  high  tonnaj^e 
duty  on  foreign  vessels  in  1789;  and,  by  a  dia- 
criminatiiig  duty  on  the  goods  imported  in  ^hose 
vessels  in  1790,  they  now  enjoy  nine-tenths  of  the 
other.  Surely,  too,  so  recent  a  favor  as  they  have 
received  from  this  Government,  in  its  successfal 
opposition  to  the  English  and  French  navigation 
laws,  could  not  have  escaped  their  notice.  And, 
notwithstanding  all  these,  can  any  of  you  plant- 
ers, or  you  merchants,  recollect  of  ever  having 
met  one  of  these  Northern  farmers  or  artisans 
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bawling  through  the  country,  that  these  laws, 
securing  you  against  foreigners  in  your  sereraf 
occupations,  were  monopolies,  conferred?  If  not, 
pray,  then,  gentlemen,  you  who  are  so  skilled  in 
this  science,  point  out  to  me  the  difference  be 
tween  securing  you  in  your  business  against  for- 
eign industry,  and  those  farmers  and  artisans  in 
theirs.  If  you  are  so  perfectly  satisfied,  pray  come 
oat,  and  draw  the  line,  that  I  may  discriminate. 
If  all  these  favors  granted  to  you  are  not  monopo- 
lies, show  me,  then,  why  they  are  so  when  ap- 
plied to  farmers  and  artisans.  As  for  myself,  I 
am  neither  planter,  farmer,  merchant,  nor  manu- 
facturer. I  have  only  a  common  interest  in  the 
whole,  and  merely  ask  for  information  to  eive  a 
correct  vote,  wishing  to  do  it  impartially,  if  you 
are  to  be  the  only  favorites  of  this  Gk>vernment. 
and  it  is  correct  that  you  should  be  so,  I  should 
like  to  know  why.  On  the  score  of  patriotism,  I 
believe  the  farmer,  planter,  and  artisan,  are  about 
equal.  But,  why  the  merchant  should  ask  and 
obtain  exclusive  favors,  remains  yet  to  be  ex- 
plained. It  is  troe,  there  are  many  very  honora- 
ble exceptions  amongst  them:  But,  whoever  will 
take  the  trouble  to  trace  the  history  of  the  great 
mass  of  the  commercial  inhabitants  in  the  sea- 
ports, from  the  commencement  of  our  difficulties 
in  1806,  down  to  the  close  of  the  late  war,  will,  I 
think,  have  no  very  favorable  tale  to  relate.  A 
more  refractory  set  of  beings,  perhaps,  never  dis- 
graced any  country.  And  how  they  have  so  soon 
recovered  their  influence  with  this  Government — 
nay,  bow  they  have  acquired  such  an  absolute  as- 
cendency, in  BO  short  a  time,  over  public  senti- 
ment, baffles  conjecture  itself.  Not  content  with 
being  secured  in  their  own  pursuits  against  for- 
eign industry ;  but,  when  the  same  protection  is 
asked  for  the  farmer  and  the  artisan,  the  savage 
whoop  of  monopoly  is  heard  from  the  centre  to 
the  very  extremes  of  the  nation.  By  them,  the 
very  meaning  put  upon  the  word  "monopoly"  by 
all  writers  is  perverted.  It  in  no  longer  applied  to 
citizens  or  subjects  of  the  same  nation.  And 
what  aggravates  this  construction  is,  that,  when 
the  same  act  is  applied  to  themselves,  it  is  inno- 
cent. But,  when  turned  to  shield  others,  it  is  a 
monopoly.  It  creates  a  privileged  order — a  rank 
of  nobility. 

Mr.  Chairman,  as  we  are  sent  here  to  act  im- 
partially, to  be  moved  by  such  inconsistencies  will 
be  acting  worse  than  inconsistent  ourselves.  We 
shall  be  imputed  unjust.  Every  citizen  of  these 
States  has  a  right  to  demand  at  our  hands  that 
which  we  have  extended  to  others.  If  we  have 
compelled  the  European  Governments  to  recipro- 
cate to  merchants,  how  are  we  to  answer  to  our 
farmers  and  artisans  for  neglecting  their  interests? 
If  we  have  protected  the  tobacco  and  cotton  plant- 
ers in  their  infancy,  in  the  bud  of  their  experi- 
ments, why  not  extend  our  cares  still  farther 
South  ?  Why  not  shield  the  vintner,  the  sugar 
planter,  the  cultivator  of  coffee,  and  or  the  olive  ? 
Is  it  the  momentary  rise  on  the  price  of  those 
articles  you  dread  ?  What  country  can  now  af- 
ford rice,  tobacco  or  cotton,  lower  than  it  is  pro- 
dficed  in  the  United  States  ?    What  nation  can 


now  rival  us  in  ship-building,  and  in  commerce? 
From  what  country  can  we  now- import  htti. 
shoes,  boots,  saddles,  harness,  carriages,  tod  nails, 
equal  to  those  produced  in  the  United  States,  %d 
at  a  less  price  ?  And  though  but  a  shrub  of  ?» 
terday,  who  can  lay  his  hand  on  his  hnrt,  ^ 
say,  that  he  has  ever  bought  cotton  shirtiogsif 
cheap,  quality  considered,  as  are  now  proceed 
from  the  American  looms  ?  These  have  all  m 
brought  into  existence  by  the  fostering  care  of^ 
Government,  and,  as  it  were,  too,  by  magic.  Not 
thirty  years  ago,  and  we  were  dependeot  opts 
other  nations  K>r  most  of  these ;  and,  except  oar 
ship-building  and  commerce,  every  inch  of  tites 
improvements  has  been  contested  by  our  own  mer- 
chants. Scarcely  has  a  century  elapsed,  sms 
citizens  of  New  York  were  in  the  habit  of  impoit- 
ing  their  bricks  from  Holland ;  and  I  verilj  be 
lieve,  even  to  this  day,  they  would  hare  cffiiai- 
ued  the  practice,  had  not  the  accidental  arrinlcf 
some  enterprising  Jersey  men,  with  a  cargo  of  tk 
article,  into  one  of  their  slips,  have  convinced  Uks 
that  there  was  tenacity  somcient  in  the  Ammat 
earth  to  produce  them  here. 

Mr.  Cnairman,  if  this  Government  has  bsa 
hitherto  wavering  on  this  subject,  I  hope  weiUi 
now  take  a  firm  stand,  and  treat  all  n&tio&s^ 
they  have  treated  us.  Shut  out  from  our  pens 
everything  that  we  can  possibly  dispense  ndi, 
or  that  can  be  produced  by  the  jomt  efertsofcur 
own  agriculturists  and  artisans.  The  illibenLty 
with  which  they  have  conducted  towards  qs^is^- 
lifies  this  measure.  Notwithstanding  we  are  lie 
greatest  consumers  of  British  woollens,  yet  f« 
the  year  ending  January,  1821,  that  nation  btl 
imported  9,770,103  pounds  of  wool,  and  only  'TS 
pounds  of  that  was  from  the  United  States;  asi 
so  discouraged  now  are  our  farmers,  from  ^ 
breaking  up  of  our  woollen  factories,  and  frcs 
there  being  no  vent  for  wool  abroad,  thai  f^^ 
have  sufiered  their  flocks  to  dwindle  doin  ^^ 
an  insignificant  few.  Only  shut  out  from  ]^ 
ports,  in  a  gradual  manner,  all  wool  in  a  rawsta^ 
and  the  most  of  the  woollen  goods,  and  your  bii^ 
would  be  again  animated  with  those  harmless is^ 
productive  animals.  Tell  our  farmers  thit  i^ 
mav  once  more  cultivate  flax,  hemp,  barley,  l^ 
ana  a  variety  of  other  articles  to  be  manuueti?- 
ed  in  this  country,  and  a  beam  of  hope  wce^ 
again  illumine  their  countenances.  Adopt  bst 
these,  and  the  balance  will  once  more  be  tba"^ 
upon  the  opposite  page  of  the  custom-house  btfi^« 
adopt  but  these,  and  in  a  few  years  erery  ^ 
may  again  be  called  by  their  proper  names;  i^ 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would  no  loiiger  fe 
necessitated  as  last  year,  to  call  the  excess  of  "f^ 
exported,  fthe  $2,4]  3,169,  which  had  for  >'(>''; 
been  consiaered  as  much  the  permanent  cap^Q^ 
of  the  country  as  the  soil  upon  which  it  restah^ 
he,  I  say,  would  no  longer  he  necessitated,  t$>*^ 
year,  to  call  it  foreign  exports. 

To  many,  sir,  I  know  there  is  an  insopeii' 
objection  to  this  system.  It  is  considered  ^^^ 
have  a  large  debt  to  discharge,  and,  if  aikR 
the  revenue  for  that  purpose,  and  the  sq^^ 
Government,  must  fail.    To  this  I  have  oii!^^ 
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answer,  that  the  expenses  of  this  Gk>veromeiit 
mav  be  much  redaced.  It  is  what  I  was  extreme- 
ly desirous  of  effeciiog  last  session.    Indeed,  it  is 
what  ought  to  have  been  done  at  the  close  of  the 
late  war.    If  a  reduction  had  then  taken  place, 
with  the  immense  revenue  we  have  received,  oar 
debt  at  this  time  would  nearly  have  been  extin- 
guisbed.   But,  sir,  if  it  is  determined  to  continue 
the  present  expenses  of  the  Government — if  you 
will  secure  to  the  cotton  manufacturers,  distillers 
of  spirit,  and  brewers  of  malt  liquor,  the  home 
market'<-a  moderate  internal  duty  on  their  pro- 
ducts alone  would  more  than  fill  the  void  occa- 
sioned by  the  expulsion  of  such  foreign  goods  as 
we  can  dispense  with.    By  excluding  all  cotton 
goods,  it  is  said  we  should  then  manufacture  an- 
Doally  about  200,000,000  yards  of  that  article. 
On  common  cotton  goods,  a  duly  of  three  cents 
per  yard  would  give  ^6,000,000—20,000,000  gal- 
lons of  spirits  are  now  annually  distilled — a  duty 
of  20  cents  a  gallon  would  yield  $4,000,000  more ; 
tnd  $2,000,000  mi^ht  be  collected  from  malt  li- 
qoors.    By  confinmg  it  to  these  three  articles, 
the  expense  in  collecting  would  be  less  than  that 
on  the  external  duties,  which,  according  to  Pit- 
un,  for  nearly  thirty  years,  averaged  four-and-a- 
half  per  cent. 

From  some  of  my  remarks^  sir,  it  perhaps  may 
oe  conjectured  that  I  am  inimical  to  commerce. 
Socb,  sir,  is  not  the  fact.  To  commerce  I  am  ex- 
^emely  partial  $  but  wish  to  have  it  so  moulded 
as  to  suit  the  times.  Like  the  commerce  of  every 
nation  with  whom  we  trade,  ours  should  be  so 
bent  as  to  rebut  theirs— -so  shaped  as  to  encourage 
erery  branch  of  our  own  industry,  so  as  to  give  the 
means  to  pay  for  that  which  we  may  purchase; 
for  It  is  by  industry  that  any  thing  can  be  pro- 
cured. Our  commerce  then  would  be  wholesome 
and  solidly  based.  If  this  had  been  attended  to 
s^ht  years  ago,  there  would  have  been  no  appli- 
:atioQ  for  a  bankrupt  law  last  session*— our  na- 
ttonaj  and  bank  stock  would  never  have  been 
pledged  abroad  foi  goods,  which  even  the  beggars 
uid  paapers  of  our  own  country  might  have  pro- 
laced.   Our  specie,  too.  might  have  been  retained 

^^AM^^'*  ^  ^^^^  ^^^^  which  this  neglect  has 
^adied  posterity  with,  would  have  been  avoided. 
iut  our  commerce  as  it  is  now,  is  so  unnatural  as 

0  prostrate  every  thing  before  it  I  Even  the  mcr- 
iiaats  themselves,  who  have  conducted  it,  have 
ot  escaped.  The  great  quantity  of  goods  im- 
orted  in  1815  wd  1816,  instead  of  enriching  that 
l2ss  of  oar  citizens,  as  was  expected,  stripped 
^^  of  nearly  one  half  of  their  capitals :  and  irom 
le  slight  excess  of  goods  imported  last  year,  or 
ir  the  Spring  of  18^,  similar  effects  have  been 
reduced.  It  there  is  nothing  in  this  country  to 
toi  this  commerce — to  liquidate  these  goods  as 
tey  arrive — if  our  imports  year  after  year  are  to 
tceed  our  exports,  this  commerce  that  we  con- 
aue  to  cherisn  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  reve- 
1^)  most  become  more  and  more  precarious — 
^Qseqaentlv,  this  Government  can  be  viewed  in 
>  other  light  than  as  accessary  to  the  evils  it  may 
oduce. 

1  shall  now,  sir,  close,  by  remarking,  that,  as 
nth  CoH.  2d  Sesb 32 


the  agricultural  interest  is  not  particularly  attended 
to  in  this  bill,  that  I  cannot  give  it  my  vote  unless 
it  is  altered :  for  it  is  that  interest  I  have  ever  con- 
sidered as  the  chief,  nay,  the  only  security  for  our 
form  of  Government.  Manufactures  and  com- 
merce can  only  be  viewed  as  auxiliaries  to  that  in- 
terest, and  as  such  should  be  supported.  At  pres- 
ent we  have  too  much  of  commerce  and  too  little 
of  manufactures.  The  neace  of  Europe  has  dis- 
turbed our  pursuits.  When  so  great  a  portion  of 
your  customers,  as  all  those  countries,  have  ceased 
to  take  away  our  provisions,  the  necessaries  of  life, 
it  becomes  our  duty,  as  the  guardians  of  this  nation, 
to  encourage  its  citizens  to  supply  that  loss  by 
economy  and  a  partial  change  in  its  industry ;  to 
do  with  as  few  of  the  foreign  comforts  and  lux- 
uries as  possible ;  and  to  make  as  many  as  they 
can  in  their  own  families,  workshops,  and  facto- 
ries. Such  were  the  habits  of  our  fathers  previous 
to  the  French  Revolution,  and  such  must  be  ours, 
unless  Europe  should  be  thrown  once  more  into  a 
thirty  years'  war. 

When  Mr.  Van  Wyck  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Woodcock  being  in  possession  of  the  floor, 
and  wishing  also  to  deliver  his  sentiments  on  the 
subject,  said  he  would  yield  it  only  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  the  main  question,  if  that  was  the  disr 
position  of  the  House. 

A  suggestion  being  then  made  to  Mr.  W.,  to 
move  that  the  Committee  rise,  he  made  a  motion 
to  that  effect;  and,  on  the  question  to  agree  there- 
to, it  was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  46,  noes  79. 

The  Committee  refusing  to  rise  at  this  stage  of 
the  progress  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  Woodcock  went  on  with  and  concluded 
his  speech,  in  support  of  the  general  principles  of 
the  bill,  as  follows : 

Mr.  W.  said  he  should  make  no  apology  for  ad- 
dressing the  Committee  at  this  late  hour  of  the 
debate.  The  bill  is  important  to  every  section  of 
our  country,  and  the  arguments  advanced  during 
its  discussion,  render  it  still  more  important  and 
interesting.  It  is  a  bill  to  lay  additional  duties  on 
various  articles  of  foreign  commerce. 

The  honorable  Chairman  who  reported  the  bill, 
and  who  has  so  ably  advocated  its  passage,  has 
told  us  that  it  will  increase  your  revenue,  protect 
domestic  manufactures,  and  promote  national  in- 
dustry. Its  opponents  have  urged,  and  with  tal- 
ents and  ingenuity,  which  he  regretted  were  not 
employed  in  a  better  cause,  that,  if  we  pass  the 
bill,  it  will  destroy  your  commerce — ^beggar  your 
Treasury — ^injure  your  Navy — that  its  operation 
will  be  unjust  and  partial — that  it  is  calculated  fo 
benefit  the  North  and  West  and  injure  the  South- 
that  the  manufacturer  is  to  be  protected  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  farmer,  planter,  and  merchant.  Sir, 
said  Mr.  W.,  if  either  of  the  grounds  taken  by 
gentlemen,  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  were  correct 
It  should  not  have  his  vote.  Nay,  he  would  ^ 
farther,  and  contend,  inch  by  inch,  to  defeat  its 
passage,  and  should  his  voice  or  his  vote  prevent 
a  measure  deprecated  as  being  so  odious  in  prin- 
ciple, and  so  destructive  in  its  effects,  he  shoj^d 
consider  it  the  proudest  act  of  his  life.  But  stmie 
gentlemen  have  gone  further  in  their  (^(qMNtttioDi 
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and  declared,  should  this  bill  pass,  the  South  will 
never  submit  to  it.  Others  nave  said,  pass  the 
bill  and  it  will  shake  your  Government  to  the 
centre — that  its  enforcement  would  be  resisted — 
the  ports  of  the  South  would  be  closed  against  the 
merchant  of  the  North,  and  a  system  of  smuggling 
would  be  carried  on,  and  defeat  its  mischievous 
effects.  Arguments  like  these  may  warm  the 
blood,  but  never  can  convince  the  understanding. 
Such  was  not  the  language  of  that  venerable  bo^ 
who  aided  in  the  achievement  of  your  independ- 
ence, and  who  met  in  1789  to  enact  laws  for  the 
general  welfare.  The  second  act  they  passed  has 
this  memorable  preamble.    "  Whereas  it  is  neces- 

*  sary  for  the  support  of  Government,  for  the  dis- 

*  charge  of  the  debts  of  the  United  States,  and  i 
'  the  encouragement  and  protection  of  manufac-  j 

*  tures,  that  duties  be  laid  on  goods,  wares,  and 
<  merchandise  imported."  This  bill  was  passed 
at  the  commencement  of  your  Government,  by  a 
Congress  composed  of  statesmen,  selected  for  their 
wisdom  and  patriotism,  from  every  section  of  the 
Union.  They  declared,  by  the  preamble  to  the 
act,  that  they  contemplated  as  well  the  encourage- 
ment of  manufactures,  as  the  raising  of  money  to 
pay  the  debts  of  the  United  States  and  for  the 
support  of  €rovernment.  To  the  passage  of  that 
law,  no  objection  was  raised  that  it  would  be  par- 
tial in  its  operation ;  no  threats  were  made  that 
one  section  of  the  Union  would  rebel,  or  that  the 
ports  of  one  State  would  be  shut  against  the  ships 
of  others,  and  that  the  people  would  en^ffe  in 
smugeling  rather  than  submit  to  a  law  whicn  has 
been  denounced  as  so  odious  in  principle,  and  its 
effects  so  partial  on  different  sections  of  the  Union. 
No,  sir,  they  were  governed  by  other  motives ;  they 
found  the  country  in  debt,  contracted  in  the  war 
for  our  independence,  and  of  such  magnitude  that 
it  required  the  wisdom  and  energy  of  those  who 
were  able  to  conduct  their  country  gloriously 
through  that  war,  to  devise  measures  to  restore  to 
its  natural  vigor  a  bankrupt  Treasury,  and  lay  the 
foundation  of  a  system  which  would  pay  the  debts, 
support  the  Government,  and  protect  manufac- 
tures:  and  let  me,  said  Mr.  W.,  ask  the  Committee, 
and  those  gentlemen  fh>m  the  South,  who  have 
said  so  much  about  resistance,  and  so  much  about 
the  partial  operation  of  this  bill,  and  so  much  about 
**  the  let-us-alone  system,"  to  examine  the  bill  to 
which  he  referred.  Sir,  they  will  find  cotton  and 
tobacco  prominent  items  on  which  duties  were 
laid,  were  these  articles  selected  for  the  purpose 
o[  raising  revenue  ?  No,  sir ;  but  to  encourage 
the  growth  of  those  articles.  The  climate  and 
soil  of  the  South  were  propitious  to  their  cultiva- 
tion; they  were  the  staple  commodities  of  your 
Southern  planter;  and  your  Northern  agriculturist 
and  manufacturer  were  increased  in  their  growth; 
their  soil  could  not  produce  them,  and  could  they 
have  purchased  them  cheaper  from  the  foreign 
importer?  Sound  policy,  and  the  ffood  of  the 
nation,  required  that  we  should  be  independent  of 
the  foreign  countries  for  an  article  which  could 
be  raised  in  our  own,  with  so  much  advantage  to 
the  wealth  and  convenience  of  every  class  of  the 
community.    They  legislated  with  a  prophetic  eye 


to  the  stability  of  the  Union.    Sectional  fee^^ 
and  local  prejudices  yielded  to  a  love  of  couim 
and  a  devotion  to  our  republican  iostttntioDs.  ]hL 
a  different  spirit  found  its  way  into  thdr  cooBti 
this  Congress  would  never  have  met.   liwasi< 
that  wise  policy  of  protecting  the  interest  of  'a 
various  sections  of  our  country,  that  its  Go?!f^ 
ment  could  be  rendered  permanent.   Tberrkved 
the  United   States  as  a  land  embracioff  erw 
clime — a  soil  as  varied  and  fertile — and  tin!  ^ 
different  sections,  the  North,  the  Soath,  the  £a« 
and  the  West,  were  dependent  on  each  other ;  m 
that  an  interchange  ot  trade  was  the  chain  ^^ki 
would  bind  them  together.    And,  said  Mr/W 
where  is  the  statesman  and  patriot  who  woddv 
to  one  section  of  this  Union.  Adbpt  tneasoina 
pass  laws,  which  will  renaer  that  seetioD  if^ 
pendent  of  another.     And,  sir,  the  arffSfii^ 
which  have  been  advanced  in  this  hallwd^jirt)' 
duce  that  effect.    Shut  your  ports  against  m  ^ 
ter  State — let  Georgia  say  to  Massachusetts,  r 
will  not  receive  your  fish ;  and  Massachusetts  vil 
say  to  Georgia,  we  will  not  receive  yonr  ooff^ 
And  he  would  ask  the  honorable  gentiemeakti 
those  States,  to  reflect  before  they  advanced >«£ 
principles,  which  would  lead  toconsequeBc^^ 
most  mischievous  and  ruinous.    And,  sir,  do  c^ 
inference  can  be  drawn,  when  genilemeo  ^ 
about  shutting  ports  against  sister  Stite^  .V 
gentleman  had  a  higher  opinion  of  the  takst^se^ 
patriotism  of  the  South  than  he  had.    It  w^^ 
ifested  in  the  war  of  our  independence:  sfi^ci 
no  occasion,  since  that  war,  does  the  history  ai 
the  South  justify  a  different  conclusion.  Mi  ^ 
here  remarked  on  the  several  revenue  laws  vi? 
had  been  passed  since  the  act  of  1789,  totbeps^ 
ent  period,  to  prove,  that  the  products  of  the  Scs^ 
had  not  only  been  liberall3r  protected,  batthaijs- 
ties  had  been  imposed  which  operated  as  a  pt^' 
bition  to  the  foreign  importation  of  their  mf^ 
commodities.    Has  the  wool  of  the  Nonhests^ 
Middle  States,  and  the  hemp  of  the  WesLieuird 
the  same  protection  ?    He  would  leare  it  to  f^ 
tlemen  opposed  to  this  bill  to  answer.   There  ^ 
been  no  tnreats,  while  the  farmer  of  the  ^^, 
looks  in  vain  for  a  market  for  his  wheats  hs^ 
and  his  pork.    And  he  who  has  soorht  yots  Wtf 
em  wiids,  and  converted  your  wiTdernes  (sio  i 
ffarden,  and  protected  your  frontier,  (while  ts 
Hemp  which  be  raises  will  not  pay  for  traospc^ 
tion  to  market)  by  reason  of  foreign  impora^ 
and  his  grain  shares  the  samefiite  because  tleRi^ 
no  market.)  he  makes  no  com|^aint  whee  b(^ 
the  more  fortunate  planter  of  the  South  pro^ 
by  a  prohibiting  dutv  on  the  products  of  his  le^ 
try.    No.  sir ;  they  believe  those  duties  are  ferOJ, 
benefit  or  our  common  country ;  but  tbef^^ 
us  to  do  them  justice — ^not  topaa«a  is*  7^' 
will  diminish  your  revenue,  or  distribute  its  »^ 
partially,  but  a  law  which  will  five  to  ihf^^ 
rights  with  their  Southern  nd^bors,  and  r^ 
you  more  indep^dent  as  a  nation ;  ™<>^^jf 
ous  in  peace ;  and  better  able  to  protect  yoi^^ 
in  w^r. 

The  next  objection  to  this  bill,  (saf  m^"^^ 
men,)  is,  that  it  will  destroy  your  comofi^^^ 
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iQJore  yoar  Nary.  This  objection  has  been  urged 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  GoR- 
HAM,)  with  bis  usual  ability ;  which,  on  most  other 
subjects,  produced  conviction  on  nis  (Mr.  W.'s) 
miod. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  was  a  friend  to  commerce  and 
the  Navy;  and  that  gentleman  had  failed  to  con- 
rioce  him  that  those  effects  would  follow,  which 
he  bad  so  eloquently  described.  Where,  he  asked, 
were  those  brare  officers  of  your  Navy  who  hare 
shed  a  halo  of  glory  on  their  country,  and  caused 
yoar  flag  to  be  respected,  educated  ?  Not  on  board 
of  yoQr  merchant  ships,  or  your  fishing  smacks. 
No,  sir,  it  was  on  board  of  your  armed  vessels. 
There  ihey  were  taught  the  first  rudiments,  to  steer 
your  vessels  to  victory — to  fight,  and  to  conquer. 
BotjMr.  W.  said,  he  did  not  believe  this  bill  would 
JDJore  either  your  Navy  or  commerce.  The  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  has  recommended  an  in- 
crease of  duties  on  most  of  the  articles  mentioned 
io  the  bill.  And,  surely,  the  operation  will  be  to 
increase  your  revenue,  it  will  not  diminish  your 
commerce.  But,  he  wotild  ask  the  gentleman, 
vhea  he  manifests  so  much  sensibility  on  the  sub- 
ject of  commerce,  and  representing  that  section  of 
the  Union  which  is  the  most  commercial,  what 
htsbeen  done  for  commerce?  Sir,  the  first  Con- 
gnss  protected  commerce  by  a  duty  on  tonnage ; 
and  every  act  for  the  collection  of  duties  has  aided 
^t protection,  by  adding  ten  per  cent,  on  all  goods 
imported  in  foreign  vessels. 

Bat  the  gentleman  has  told  us  that  the  mer- 
chanu  pay  your  revenue,  and  support  your  Gov- 
erament.  Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  the  office  of  tax- 
S^thercr  is  profitable  to  the  merchant.  They  pay 
GoTemment  twenty  per  cent,  and  charge  the  con- 
sumer thirty  per  cent.    No,  sir;  the  consumer  of 

yourforeien  fabrics  pays  revenue 

[Here  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
GohhajO  explained.] 

Mr.  W.  thanked  the  gentleman  for  his  expla- 
natJOD,  bat  insisted  that  the  argument  was  not 
chaaged,  for,  if  the  gentleman  admits  that  the  con- 
$amer  pays  the  daty^  then  he  could  not  claim  for 
the  merchant  any  privilege  beyond  the  farmer  and 
manufacturer. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
(Mr.  CtrrBBBRT)  has  said  that,  if  this  bill  passes, 
^t  vul  seduce  the  agriculturist  from  his  fkixa  to 
eater  thework-shop  of  the  manufacturer :  that  the 
rather  who  had  anticipated  that  his  children  and 
h»s  children's  children,  so  dear  to  him,  must  see 
thoM  fields  neglected  or  cultivated  by  a  stranger, 
Jhile  the  heirs  of  the  soil  are  seduced  to  enter  the 
'•ctory,  where  the  sun  never  shines — where  no 
sound  is  heard  but  the  sound  of  the  never-ceasing 
^IHndle,  and  the  threats  of  an  unfeeling  master— 
vhere  the  first  emanations  of  virtue  and  morality 
*f«.  repressed,  and  where  ignorance  is  a  blessing, 
f^  It  renders  the  degraded  tenant  less  sensible  of 
a»  miseraUe  situation.  Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  he 
tonched  but  the  pencil  marks  of  the  picture  of  an 
American  factory  which  had  been  drawn  by  the 
opponents  of  the  bill.  Are  gentlemen  serious  in 
pnng  such  descriptions?  Have  they  ever  visited 
1^  cotton,  the  woollen,  the  iron,  or  the  glass  fac- 


tories of  our  country  ?  If  so,  have  they  visited 
them  as  some  foreigners  visit  this  country,  to  re- 
turn and  describe  things  they  never  saw,  and 
relate  as  having  heard  said  that  which  was  never 
spoken.  No!  sir,  they  intend  to  describe  to  you 
the  factories  of  Birmingham ;  as  well  might  tney 
compare  the  religious  mstitutions  of  this  country 
with  the  inquisition  of  Spain.  The  gentleman 
from  Greorgia,  on  my  right,  has  read  a  book  to 
prove  to  the  Committee  that  British  factories  never 
would  agree  with  American  liberty.  Mr.  W.  said 
he  agreed  with  the  gentleman,  and  received  his 
book  as  good  authority ;  but  he  neither  wanted 
British  factories  nor  British  ^oods.  The  book 
says  that  the  poor  boys  and  mrls  in  the  factories 
are  compelled  to  work  from  fifteen  to  seventeen 
hours  in  the  twenty-four,  and  the  gentleman  is 
fearful  they  will  have  to  do  the  same  m  the  facto- 
ries of  this  country,  should  the  bill  pass.  If  the 
gentleman  will  visit  the  factories  of  the  North,  he 
may  convince  himself  that  his  fears  are  ground- 
less. He  will  there  find  order,  sobriety,  and  indus- 
try, cleanliness,  and  content.  He  will  there  find, 
that,  instead  of  ignorance,  the  children  are  taught 
the  common  rudiments  of  education.  Instead  of 
wretchedness  and  misery,  he  will  find  there  the 
asylum  of  the  orphan.  Yes,  the  orphan  of  him 
who  fought  your  battles,  and  whose  only  treasure 
was  love  of  country ;  and  whose  bones  occupy  all 
the  soil  he  could  once  call  his  own — ^who  had 
no  paternal  acre  to  give  his  son,  nor  dowry  to  his 
daughter.  Would  gentlemen  hesitate  to  let  that 
child  enter  a  factory  or  a  work-shop,  where  he 
would  be  comfortably  clothed  and  fed,  and  where 
he  would  learn  a  trade  which  would  render  him 
useful  to  himself  and  useful  to  his  country  ?  Or 
would  gentlemen  prefer  turning  him  loose  upon 
society,  friendless  and  without  a  home,  and  tell 
him  to  seek  a  living  with  the  poor  unfortunate 
tribe  of  beggars,  who  throng  to  your  Metropolis, 
and  who  meet  you  at  every  turn  and  ask  a  six- 
pence ? 

Another  objection  has  been  made,  that  it  would 
raise  the  price  of  the  necessary  articles  of  con- 
sumption beyond  the  means  of  the  poor  to  pur- 
chase ;  he  would  not  vote  for  a  bill  that  would 
oppress  that  class  of  people.  There  were  some 
articles  on  which  the  bill  proposed  an  increase  of 
duties,  but  it  would  not,  he  humbly  apprehended, 

{)roduce  that  effect.  The  silks,  the  crapes,  the 
aces,  and  Leghorns,  were  proper  exceptions,  and 
would  produce  none  of  those  evils.  The  gentle- 
man considers  the  present  tariflf  perfect  in  all  its 
features.  It  produces  no  sympathy  for  the  poor. 
The  duties  on  watches,  clocks,  Brussels  carpets, 
superfine  cloths,  and  Cashmere  shawls,  pay  a  duty 
in  proportion  to  their  worth  with  cohea  tea, 
brown  sugar,  salt,  and  molasses,  as  one  to  ten ; 
though  the  poor  pay  ten  times  tne  duty  on  these 
necessaries  m  proportion  to  what  the  rich  pay  on 
their  luxuries,  it  has  awakened  no  sympathy. 

But,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  gave  the  gentleman  as  an 
answer  the  argument  of  his  friend  from  North 
Carolina,  who  had  spoken  against  the  bill.  He 
has  told  us  that  he  was  a  friend  to  domestic  man- 
ufactures, but  wants  the  labor  performed  by  our 
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wives  and  daughters ;  and  chat  an  additional  duty 
will  build  up  great  manufacturing  establishments, 
and  domestic  goods  would  be  sold  so  cheap  that 
our  wives  and  daughters  would  leave  their  wheels 
and  looms,  run  to  the  factory,  and  purchase  those 
articles  which  they  should  make  in  their  own 
families.  There  is  much  weight  in  his  areu- 
ment.    The  duty  of  1816,  on  coarse  cottons,  has 

Produced  that  effect ;  and  he  trusted  the  gentleman 
ad  dissipated  the  fears  of  other  gentlemen  from 
the  South  who  had  shuddered  at  the  impending 
ruin  from  the  high  price  of  goods.  Mr.  W.  said 
he  was  friendly  to  tne  manufacture  of  cloths  in 
oar  families.  He  would  that  we  made  our  own 
coats,  and  wore  them;  and  he  believed  that,  if 
more  of  the  old  household  ^ods,  the  wheel  and  the 
distaff,  were  introduced  mto  our  families,  our 
country  would  be  more  independent,  and  virtue 
more  predominant. 

Mr.  W.  said  that  his  friend  and  colleague  from 
New  York,  who  had  spoken  against  the  bill,  had 
assured  the  Committee  that  our  country  was  never 
more  prosperous;  that  our  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments were  never  more  flourishing,  and  that 
we  shall  have  an  abundance  of  revenue  to  meet 
all  the  demands  on  your  Treasury.  Mr.  W.  said 
he  was  no  merchant  nor  prophet ;  but  he  knew  at 
the  last  session  we  were  told  that  there  miffht  be 
some  deficit  in  the  years  1825  and  1826,  and  that 
we  might  have  to  resort  to  the  old  system  of  bor- 
rowing, unless  we  passed  a  law  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  make  an  exchange 
of  stock,  and  that  Government  would  make  a 
speculation  of  some  hundreds  of  thousands.  He 
did  not  understand  how  this  speculation  would  be 
brought  about;  but,  relying  on  the  opinions  of 
merchants  and  financiers,  he  voted  for  the  bill,  it 
passed,  and  all  our  golden  dreams  of  prosperity 
had  not  been  realized. 

We  are  told  that  the  failure  was  occasioned  by 
a  scarcity  in  the  money  market.  He  believed  the 
reason  assigned  was  the  true  one,  but  he  could 
not  reconcile  it  with  the  gentleman's  assertion 
that  our  trade  was  prosperous.  If  our  trade  is 
good,  we  ought  to  have  some  cash.  The  gentle- 
man has  told  us  that  the  balance  of  trade,  which 
appears  to  be  against  us,  is  no  evidence  that  the 
trade  is  not  profitable,  and  that  our  country  is 
prosperous.  It  may  be  so  to  the  importing  mer- 
chant, and  the  country  receive  no  great  benefit. 

If  by  drawing  the  specie  from  our  country  ;  if 
by  letting  the  produce  of  the  farmer  waste  on  his 
hands ;  if  by  buying  more  goods  than  we  are  able 
to  pay  for;  if  by  continuing  a  system  which  will 
drive  from  employment  your  mechanics ;  and,  if 
it  is  better  to  send  millions  of  specie  to  Great 
Britain  to  pay  her  artists  than  to  employ  and  pay 
our  own — then  our  country  is  truly  prosperous, 
but  it  is  that  kind  of  prosperity  which  he  nad  no 
wish  to  see  continued. 

Mr.  W.  said,  gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him 
in  the  debate  have  endeavored  to  illustrate  the 
subject  by  a  comparison  with  European  Powers. 
He  admitted  that  we  may  obtain  some  useful  les- 
sons from  the  old  world.  But,  on  this  subject,  he 
did  not  believe  it  necessary  to  cross  the  Atlantic, 


and  see  what  has  been  the  effect  in  Englaod^of 
her  protecting  system :  or  to  Russia,  ud  lean 
whetner  her  change,  from  ker  Idrw-nlaK  ;«^ 
has  been  beneficial ;  and  to  Portugal,  to  Ion 
whether  she  would  still  have  been  poor  degraded 
Portugal,  if  she  had  pursued  the  English  palicf. 
For  one,  he  was  content  to  remain  at  liome,  ud 
look  back  to  the  history  of  a  free  people,  eojofjz 
a  government,  if  correctly  administered,  fbch 
gives  equal  riehts  and  privileges  to  every  indiTi^ 
ual.  In  the  history  of  this  Government,  be  H 
shown,  her  first  acts  contained  the  same  priocipb 
which  are  in  the  bill  under  consideration.  Wuk- 
ingtou  recommended  to  Congress  the  enaeu&Es: 
of  laws  for  the  protection  of  manufactures,  aij 
the  encouragement  of  national  indostrr.  b«$ 
were  passed  during  his  Administration  lor  csnr- 
ing  these  objects  into  effect — ^Adams  did  tfaesuee 
Jefferson  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  CJi^ 
Magistracy,  with  a  ^reat  proportion  of  the  (i^  (if 
the  Revolution  remaming  unpaid.  Did  that  stita- 
man  and  patriot  recommend  the  adoption  of  "^tb 
let-US-alone  svstem  ?"  Did  he  tell  you  not  topes 
laws  laying  auties  on  foreign  goods,  which  vaeli 
give  protection  to  your  manaractares,andesc«:- 
a||[e  national  industry ;  that  if  you  did,  yoorO 
stitution  would  be  violated,  and  the  people  vosy 
rebel  ?  No,  sir ;  he  recommended  to  CoDgnss^ 
pass  these  laws — he  urged  the  necessity  of  i^p^* 
ing  measures  which  would  render  os  indepeeiRit 
of  foreign  Powers  and  foreign  fabrics— lit or^ 
economy  and  industry — ^he  did  more,  hepneteed 
it  as  a  private  citizen,  and  the  Chief  Magisin^ 
of  vour  nation.  The  result  justified  the  visds 
of  nis  Administration. 

The  public  debt  was  diminiifhed  witharapi^ 
beyond  the  expectation  of  his  friends.  Miiis^ 
recommended  the  same  measures ;  and  our  pR^ 
Chief  Magistrate,  in  his  Message,  at  the  (j)ai^ 
of  the  present  Congress,  says,  ^  It  cannot  beiifli^ 
^  that  the  more  complete  our  internal  r»8K^ 
'  and  the  less  dependent  we  are  on  foreign  h"*^ 
'  for  every  national,  as  well  as  domestic  pwp^ 
'  the  greater  and  more  stable  will  be  the  p&^ 
'  felicity.    By  the  increase  of  domestic  maos>^ 

<  tures  will  the  demand  for  the  rude  materials  <^ 

<  home  be  increased,  and  thus  will  the  depeod^ 
'  of  the  several  parts  of  the  Union  on  eachoi^ 

<  and  the  strength  of  the  Union  itself,  be  ^' 
^  tionably  augmented." 

With  such  illustrious  examples,  and  thea^"^ 
of  your  wisest  and  best  men,  he  again  cilii^^ 
gentlemen  to  pause  before  they  gave  their  Toi||^ 
strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill.  Ut  !'^ 
done,  and  we  say  to  the  people,  although  our  |i^ 
ers  have  protected  the  cotton  and  touceooi''^ 
South,  the  commerce  and  fisheries  of  the  >^ 
and  East — and  although  our  statesmen  hif^^ 
commended  the  protection  of  your  manufaci!^ 
and  urged  the  policy  of  adopting  asysteiB<>^ 
would  render  us  independent  of  foreign  Pc'^ 
we,  their  Representatives,  have  grown  ^i^ 
discovered  that  it  is  better  to  pav  to  support  f«f^ 
than  our  (xovernment;  and  that,  in  this^l^ 
discovery,  we  cannot  lay  duties  without  n"^ 
the  Constitution,  and,  in  this  age  of  ii«*^^* 
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should  we  |miss  the  law,  it  would  be  resisted. 
Mr.  W.  said,  that  it  was  his  inteDtion  to  have  ex- 
amined tbequestion  in  regard  to  the  several  articles 
on  which  the  bill  proposes  to  increase  the  duties, 
but  he  would  not  detain  the  Committee ;  they 
had  been  ably  advocated  and  explained  by  the 
eiiainnan  of  the  committee  who  reported  the  bill. 

When  Mr.  Woodcock  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Rhea  renewed  the  motion  for  the  Commit- 
tee to  rise ;  which  was  again  decided  in  the  neg- 
atire— ayes  55,  noes  76. 

Mr.  Rhea  then  commenced  a  speech  against 
this  bill ;  but,  before  he  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Edwabds,  of  North  Carolina,  ag^ain  pressed 
the  motion  for  the  Committee  to  rise;  which 
motion  was  likewise  lost — ayes  57,  noes  81. 

Mr.  Rhea  continued  the  discussion  of  the  sub- 
ject, the  anxiety  of  the  members,  however,  to  de- 
cide the  question  immediately,  being  strongly  ap- 
parent.   When  Mr.  R.  sat  down — 

Mr.  Mitchell,  of  South  Carolina,  rose,  and 
noke  against  the  bill.  Before  he  had  progressed 
iar  in  his  speech — 

Mr.  J.  S.  Smith,  of  Kentucky,  to  give  the  gen- 
tleman an  opportunity  of  delivering  his  sentiments 
more  fully  on  the  subject,  the  hour  being  now  very 
hte,  made  another  motion  for  the  Committee  to 
rise!  This  motion  shared  a  similar  fate  with  the 
preceding-— ayes  61 ,  noes  70. 

The  uommittee  not  evincing  a  disposition  to 
rise- 
Mr.  Mitchell  proceeded  in  his  speech,  which 
follows,  entire. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  he  re- 
gretted extremely  that  he  was  compelled  to  ad- 
ili^  the  Committee  at  that  late  hour  of  the  night, 
and  exhausted  as  he  was,  and  as  they  were,  he 
would  most  gladly  have  moved  to  postpone  the 
debate  until  the  next  day,  had  he  not  perceived 
that  it  was  the  fixed  determination  of  fi^ntlemen 
to  sit  until  the  question  was  taken.  But,  how- 
CTer  painful,  the  effort  must  be  made.  A  total 
faiiore  on  his  part,  would  be  softened  by  the  re- 
flection of  having  done  his  duty.  When  he  had 
^plained  and  enforced  his  views  in  the  best  man- 
Ber  he  could,  he  would  stand  acquitted  in  his  own 
^eS)  and,  however  he  misht  lament  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  he  would  still  be  buoyed  up  by  the 
^collection  that  be  had  made  use  of  his  best  ex- 
ertions to  prevent  it. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  was  no  enemy  to  manufactures, 
considered  abstractly  as  a  Inranch  of  national  indus- 
try* On  the  contrary  no  gentleman  could  feel  a 
pttter  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  every  part  of 
the  Union  than  himself.  His  course  on  that  floor 
bad  prored  that  he  had  been,  on  all  occasions,  an 
advocate  for  internal  improvement,  so  far  as  he 
coDceiyed  it  Constitutional;  and  he  could  say, 
^ith  sincerity,  that  nothing  afforded  him  more 
h«irifelt  delight  than  the  contemplation  of  that 
spirit  of  enterprise  with  which  many  of  the 
States  were  now  establishing  ^reat  public  works 
^  cheapen  labor  and  multiply  its  productions. 
^  a  Representative  of  South  Carolina^  it  would 
^  almost  needless  to  say  that  it  was  his  duty  to 
promote  manufactures.    That  State  was  now  de- 


pendent on  her  sister  States  and  on  foreign  mar- 
kets for  every  fabric  which  was  in  any  wise  ac- 
commodated to  the  taste  or  necessities  of  human 
life.  Her  pursuits  were  purely  agricultural — on 
the  plough  and  the  spade,  she  relied  for  wealth 
and  subsistence.  He  did  not  believe  that  there 
was,  within  her  limits,  a  single  manufactory  of 
cloth,  except  the  simple  looms  to  be  found  in  the 
cottages  of^  her  husbandmen^nd  those  were  sd- 
dom  used  on  the  seaboard.  The  peculiar  charac- 
ter of  her  laboring  people  prevented  the  belief 
that  she  could,  without  great  expense  and  diffi- 
culty, supply  herself  with  domestic  manufactures. 
In  this  respect,  to  say  the  least,  she  must  for  a 
long  time  be  dependent  on  her  neighbors.  It  is 
easy  to  see  that,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  it 
would  be  more  to  her  interest  to  procure  fabrics 
of  this  kind  from  a  sister  State  than  from  foreign 
markets.  In  that  case^  they  would  be  purchased 
free  of  duty,  and  their  transportation  would  be 
more  expeditious  and  at  a  less  expense  of  freight. 
He  was,  therefore,  opposed  to  the  measure,  not 
because  he  felt  a  disposition  to  thwart  any  State 
in  its  manufacturing  prospects,  but  because  he 
thought  the  provisions  of  the  bill  impolitic  and 
unjust — ^because  it  would  graft  into  our  Govern- 
ment the  restrictive  system,  the  pernicious  effects 
of  which  had  been  experienced  by  every  nation 
which  had  adopted  it  to  any  extent ;  and  because 
there  were  Constitutional  difficulties  to  its  pas- 
sage in  his  mind,  which  had  not  been  removed  by 
the  arguments  he  had  heard.  The  Committee 
would  see  that,  after  so  protracted  a  debate,  every 
inch  of  g^Tound  must  have  been  pre-occupied. 
Mr.  M.  said  he  would  be  as  brief  as  possible.  He 
would  not  dwell  on  the  general  principles  of  the 
bill,  for  they  had  been  most  ably  and  eloquently 
discussed  by  his  friends  from  Georgia — he  would 
not  touch  on  its  injurious  consequences  to  the 
agriculture  of  the  State  which  he  represented,  for 
they  had  been  detailed  by  his  colleague.  (Mr. 
Hamilton,)  but  be  woulo  confine  himself  to  a 
few  remarks  on  the  most  prominent  positions 
taken  by  some  of  the  friends  of  the  bill. 

The  venerable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  EusTis)  told  you  that  he  supported  the  bill, 
because  it  would  promote  the  independence  of 
the  nation ;  and  that  that  should  be  a  subject  of 

grimary  consideration  with  €K>vernment.  Mr. 
I.  said  he  knew  not  the  extent  of  import  which 
the  gentleman  attached  to  the  word.  If  he  meant 
that  no  country  was  independent  which  did  not 
furnish  itself  with  all  that  constitutes  national 
wealth — ^with  every  production  which  in  any 
wise  subserved  to  the  necessities,  the  comforts, 
and  luxuries  of  life,  the  idea  was  visionary  and 
impracticable.  It  was  repugnant  to  the  great 
system  of  nature.  Providence,  in  its  wisdom,  had 
diversified  our  globe  with  a  variety  of  climates ; 
it  had  distinguished  the  productions  of  each  cli- 
mate by  peculiar  properties,  and  fitted  them  to  all 
our  tastes  and  appetites.  Man  himself  was  the 
creature  of  climate,  and,  according  to  his  posi- 
tion on  the  globe,  possessed  difi'erent  traits  of 
character.  There  was  no  law  of  nature  more 
strongly  imprinted  everywhere  than  that  there 
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should  be  an  intimate  intercourse  between  the 
nations  of  the  earth.  Why  that  great  highway, 
the  ocean,  leading  from  continent  to  continent  ? 
Why  that  inventiveness  in  man  which  has  ena- 
bled him  to  strike  a  path  over  its  trackless  surface 
— to  resist  its  waves  and  take  advantage  of  its 
gales  ?  Why  that  restless  and  daring  spirit  which 
mocks  the  storm  and  the  pestilence,  to  exchance 
the  luxuries  and  comforts  of  one  country  lor 
those  of  another  ?  When  the  sugar  cane  of  Lou- 
isiana shall  grow  and  flourish  on  the  green  moun- 
tains of  Vermont — when  the  barley  and  clover  of 
Pennsylvania  shall  ripen  in  the  same  soil  with 
the  pine-apple  and  banana — when  the  enterprise 
and  energy  of  the  New  Bnglander  shall  brace 
and  animate  the  brilliant  minds  of  the  South  ; 
then  may  we  expect  that  one  nation  may  be  inde- 
pendent of  another. 

Mr.  M.  said,  he  considered  that  people  inde- 
pendent, who  governed  themselves,  and  had  the 
ability  to  maintain  their  rights.  If  the  visionary 
independence  of  the  gentleman  were  practicable, 
he  thought  it  impolitic.  The  social  principle  was 
as  strongly  implanted  in  nations  as  individuals — 
in  proportion  as  they  communicate,  is  their  moral 
efficiency  increased.  We  are  told  that  the  con- 
tinued barbarism  of  Africa,  is  owing  to  the  geo- 
graphical peculiarities  of  her  surface.  That  con- 
tinent is  blest  with  few  or  no  streams  of  commu- 
nication, and  tribe  is  separated  from  tribe,  either 
by  impenetrable  forests  or  wastes  of  burning  sand. 
Mr.  M.  said,  he  should  lament  the  annihilation  of 
our  foreign  trade,  as  one  of  the  greatest  calamities 
which  could  befall  us ;  nor  could  he  believe  that 
any  wealth  which  the  concentration  of  our  indus- 
try on  manufactures  could  |»rocure,  would  be  a 
compensation  for  its  injury  to  our  national  char- 
acter. The  loss  of  this  trade  would  deprive  us  of 
two  classes  of  men,  who,  more  than  any  others, 
had  contributed  to  our  wealth  and  information-«- 
the  merchants  and  sailors  engaged  in  it.  As  far 
back  as  the  year  1775,  the  enthusiasm  of  Mr. 
Burke  was  excited  by  their  vigorous  pursuit  of 
the  fisheries.  Our  merchants  and  seamen  have 
done,  of  themselves,  that  which  the  mightiest  sov- 
ereinis  are  proud  to  do.  With  their  own  capital, 
and  oy  their  own  enterprise,  and  without  the  aid 
of  Qovernment,  they  have  circumnavigated  the 

flobe;  they  have  made  discoveries  in  the  distant 
'acific;  they  have  opened  new  avenues  to  wealth, 
by  first  engaging  in  the  Northwest  trade;  they 
have  planted  a  colony  five  thousand  miles  from 
our  nearest  settlement ;  and  have,  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  custom-house,  secured  us  from  the 
burden  of  direct  taxation ;  for,  let  it  be  remem- 
bered, that  the  foreign  trade  has  hitherto  paid  ofif 
the  national  debt,  and  supplied  the  exigencies  of 
Qovernment.  And  this  is  the  pursuit,  and  these 
are  the  men,  which  the  bill  on  your  table  is  in- 
tended to  destroy.  Mr.  M.  said,  he  deprecated  the 
idea  of  our  adopting  a  Chinese  policy.  There  was 
no  people  on  earth  for  'which  he  felt  such  a  tho- 
rough and  perfect  contempt ;  and  he  thought  the 
immense  wealth  of  that  empire  would  be  but  a 
poor  exchange  for  those  energies  of  character 
which  this  trade  excited  and  matured.    Besides,  I 


it  is  from  these  two  classes  of  men  that  oor  oiiy 
has  arisen.  Why  is  not  France  a  great  um 
power  1  Her  people  are  brave,  and  her  naral  ar- 
chitecture superior  to  that  of  any  nation  in  E&- 
rope.  The  answer  is  obvious :  she  has  little  or  i& 
foreign  trade.  She  has  not  seamen,  asd  they  vt 
not  to  be  made  at  the  tap  of  the  drom.  la  tbm 
months  you  may  prepare  a  soldier  for  the  fieU; 
but  the  sailor  mast  have  years  of  appiicatioc  tobe 
skilful  in  his  art.  Whence  did  we  obtain  tluse 
seamen  who,  in  the  late  war,  constituted  oor  glory 
and  defence  ?  From  the  fisheries ;  from  oor  tnk 
with  Europe ;  and  our  more  distant  tad  hxasim 
expeditions  to  th^  Northwest  coast.  Does  any  oat 
believe  that  the  victories  of  Hull  and  Peny  eook 
have  been  gained  by  a  body  of  men  from  the  woi- 
bench  of  a  manufactory  ?  He  btt»ed  the  Cimb- 
mittee  to  consider  this  branch  ofhis arguBe&i 
A  body  of  bold  and  skilful  seamen,  and  tbeoKus 
of  constantly  supplying  them,  were  esseDtislijae- 
cessary  to  our  defence.  Our  Northern  frootier 
was  bounded  by  a  chain  of  lakes;  the  opposiK 
shores  of  which  are  inhabited  by  a  nation  possess- 
ing the  largest  marine  force  in  the  world;  andtke 
naval  coounand  of  those  lakes  would  not  o&lj  k 
stroy  the  trade,  but  expose  to  capture  and  deras- 
tation  the  people  occupying  their  borders,  (k 
eastern  frontier  is  of  immense  extent,  croviied 
with  rich  commercial  towns^  and  indented  by  Wi 
rivers,  which  penetrate  into  the  very  heart  el' t^ 
interior.  Give  up  the  Navy,  and  you  mostiiaa* 
don  these  frontiers.  In  this  respect  thepeop^of 
Ohio,  of  the  northern  parts  of  PennsylTania  v^ 
of  New  York,  are  as  much  interested  in  the  pros- 
perity of  the  Navy  as  those  who  live  on  the  At- 
lantic shores.  The  more  you  subduct  capital  im 
the  foreign  trade  for  the  establishment  of  oudb- 
factures,  the  more  you  weaken  jrourselvesont^i^ 
frontiers^  the  only  points  on  which  yoo  cao  bei^ 
sailed  with  effect.  Another  argument  of  the  ^ 
tleman  was,  that,  without  manufactories  of  vooi- 
len  stufis,  in  time  of  war,  we  should  be  destitaJt 
of  them;  and  he  instanced  the  Northwest uiqt 
in  our  late  contest  with  England,  which,  he  sui^ 
would  have  been  without  Nothing,  if  it  had  ts^ 
been  for  the  patriotism  of  our  Western  brethrea. 
Mr.  M.  said  he  admitted  the  fact,  but  he  did  do: 
attribute  it  to  a  deficiency  of  woollens  in  the  Ua> 
ted  States.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the  Annf  (^ 
have  been  amply  supnlied  from  the  warehoiwsw 
our  capital  cities.  Tne  privati(ms  of  that  Arar 
in  this  respect  were  owing  to  the  bad  arrangefflffl^ 
of  Government,  to  the  want  of  funds  in  the  Tra- 
sury,  and  to  a  most  defective  commissariat  K 
was  within  his  personal  knowledge  that  ^^J^ 
frequently  suffered  from  the  scarcity  and  hadoes 
of  provisions ;  yet  nothing  is  more  certain  than  tl* 
the  country  was  at  that  time  most  abnndanuy  ap- 
plied with  them.  Mr.  M.  said,  he  did  not  bctf" 
that,  since  the  Revolution,  our  poorer  citii««^ 
ever  sufiered  from  the  want  of  good  warm  eW^ 
iog,  unless  it  was  by  their  own  imprudent  ^ 
foUy.  That,  in  any  tuture  war,  our  s«PP^^^!^ 
be  more  certain  and  abundant,  as  we  had  i^ 
to  protect  our  commerce.  He  would  now  ^ 
to  some  of  the  positions  taken  by  the  gesti^^ 
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from  PeDDsylvaDia,  on  his  left,  (Mr.  Buchanan.) 
He  had  asserted  that  the  duties  in  the  hill  were 
Qot  increased  for  the  encouragement  of  manufac- 
mres,  bat  for  the  purposes  of  revenue;  that  it  was 
a  reveoue  bill,  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury ;  but  that,  if  the  bill  were  prohihi- 
toff,  we  could  limit  those  prohibitions,  and  re- 
moTe  them  when  we  pleased. 

With  regard  to  the  character  of  the  bill,  there 
vas  a  difference  of  opinion  among  gentlemen  on 
ihe  other  side.    The  chairman,  (Mr.  Ton,)  who 
ifltrodaced  it,  expressly  declared  that  it  was  a  bill 
for  the  encouragement  of  domestic  manufactures. 
His  whole  course  of  reasoning  tended  to  this  point. 
We  cannot  mistake  him.    Things  are  substances 
and  names  are  sounds.    The  gentleman  may  bap- 
tize the  bill  as  he  pleases,  and  it  will  still  be  a  bdl 
to  enrich  one  branch  of  industry  at  the  expense 
of  another;  to  tax  agriculture  and  commerce  for 
the  benefit  of  manufactures;  it  will  still  be  a  bill, 
ID  form  and  feature,  of  the  restrictive  system — a 
sfstem  which,  Mr.  M.  said,  was  the  most  oppres- 
siTe  and  injurious  of  any  that  we  could  adopt,  and 
which  ererv  enlightened  statesman  of  the  old 
world  bad  denounced.    What,  said  M.  is  the  ob- 
ject of  this  system  ?    It  is  to  force  into  premature 
existence  a  new  branch  of  industry  by  bounties 
and  prohibitions,  or  to  give,  b^  the  same  means, 
artificial  excitement  to  those  which  are  established. 
Let  OS  now  compare  the  bill  as  it  stands  with  this 
exposition.    What  is  its  title?     A  biU  for  the 
protection  and  encouragement  of  domestic  manu- 
factures.   What  are  its  details  ?    A  duty  of  ten 
per  cent,  on  coarse  woollens ;  the  same  on  osna- 
MUS^  glass,  fine  cotton  goods,  dbc.    And  whv 
these  enormous  and  unheard  of  duties  ?    The  bill 
tells  you  to  protect  and  encourage  the  home  manu- 
factare  of  the  same  article.  It  declares  in  so  many 
words  that  the  enterprise  of  the  merchant  must  ble 
arrested,  and  the  purse  of  the  planter  exhausted 
to  gire  snch  a  price  to  the  manufacturer  as  will 
cause  his  establishments  to  flourish.    It  declares 
to  the  freeman  of  our  country  that  he  shall  no 
looger  have   the   liberty  of  purchasing  at  the 
cheapest  market;  to  the  industrious  navigator  that 
his  profits  arising  from  the  transportation  of  these 
goods  are  to  cease,  his  ship  is  to  rot  in  the  dock, 
be  is  no  more  to  be  employed  in  the  carrying  trade 
of  Earope.     And  this  the  ffentleman  calls  a  itfh 
^ti<  \M,    Could  we  stop  here,  and  never  again 
adopt  a  measure  of  the  same  principle,  the  evil 
iDi^ht  be  tolerated.    But,  it  is  one  of  the  charac- 
Jttistics  of  this  system  ever  to  be  in  motion,  until, 
^  ^  ^^h  ^^  'pi'wd'  over  and  hampers  every 
branch  of  industry.   With  what  justice  could  you 
refuse  protecting  duties  to  the  manufacturer  of 
pDs,  when  you  have  granted  them  to  the  manu- 
facturer of  war  iron?    How  could  you  deny  this 
application  ?    And  when  you  have  granted  to  the 
^-maker  all  which  he  asks,  would  not  they  who 
ottnufacture  leather  think  themselves  entitled  to 
some  share  of  prolection  7    This  was  its  progress 
in  England.    The  protection  of  one  manufacture 
'^  to  the  protection  of  another ;  duty  was  heaped 
00  duty,  until  the  measure  of  taxation  was  coex- 
tensive with  the  wants  of  man.   The  political  and 


moral  effects  of  the  restrictive  system  are  equally 
to  be  deprecated.  It  is  unjust,  because  it  taxes 
one  man  to  enrich  another ;  it  is  impolitic^  because 
its  direct  tendency  is  to  create  monopolies:  it  is 
anti-republican,  because  it  establishes  two  classes, 
the  very  rich  and  the  very  poor,  banishing  alto- 
gether the  middle  class,  wnich  is  the  stamina  of 
every  society,  having  the  enlightenment  of  the 
former  with  the  industry,  economy,  and  hardiness 
of  the  latter.  A  writer  of  reputation  thus  de- 
scribes its  effects  in  England :  "  Wealth  flows  into 
<  the  country,  but  how  does  it  circulate  there?  Not 
^  equally  and  healthfully  through  the  whole  system ; 
'  it  sprouts  into  wens  and  tumors,  and  collects  in 
'  aneurisms,  which  starve  and  palsy  the  extremi- 
'  ties."  Nothing  would  endanger  tne  existence  of 
our  Republic  more  than  such  a  state  of  society. 
Enormous  fortunes  accamulated  in  the  hands  of 
individuals  enfeeble  and  corrupt,  and  establish  at 
once  a  moneyed  aristocracy — the  most  odious  and 
oppressive  form  of  government.  The  quick  tran- 
sit of  property  from  hand  to  hand ;  its  circulation 
over  the  surface  and  through  the  channels  of  so- 
ciety ;  the  wealth  of  the  hen  seldom  approaching 
to  excess,  and  the  limited  means  of  the  poor  never 
descendinff  to  want,  diffuse  a  love  of  liberty  and 
manly  independence  of  feeling  necessary  to  the 
character  or  the  freeman.  The  divisions  of  real 
property  effected  bjr  the  abolition  of  the  primogeni- 
ture law  has  contributed  more  to  strengthen  our 
Republic  than  any  other  act  of  policy  adopted  by 
the  States. 

With  regard  to  removing  these  prohibitions, 
when  once  imposed,  the  thing  is  wholly  imprac- 
ticable. If  you  protect  a  particular  branch  of 
manufactures,  a  greater  amount  of  capital  will  be 
immediately  invested  in  it,  and  the  number  of  la- 
borers employed  will  be  increased.  Permit  the 
influx  of  fbreiffn  articles  of  the  same  kind,  and 
you  bankrupt  the  master  manufacturer,  and  uoom 
to  pauperism  the  laborers  who  would  be  fit  for  no 
other  pursuits.  To  what  use  would  you  then  ap- 
propriate the  machinery  and  buildings  ?  Would 
they  add  to  the  annual  production  of  the  country? 
Would  they  not  be  so  much  active  capital  ae- 
stroyed  ?  These  restrictions,  when  once  imposed, 
must  be  continued,  and  I  have  shown  that  they 
cannot  be  limited.  This  is  the  reason  why  En^ 
land  does  not  abrog[ate  her  restrictive  system.  It 
is  so  interwoven  with  the  great  interests  of  agri- 
culture, commerce,  and  manufactures,  that  it 
could  not  be  repealed  without  annihilating  a  great 
part  of  the  national  capital.  It  would  overwhelm 
millions  with  poverty  and  distress.  Further  to 
support  his  position,  the  gentleman  read  a  decree 
of  the  Emperor  Alexander,  abolishing  the  system 
of  unrestricted  commerce,  as  destructive  to  the 
interests  of  the  empire.  We  know  very  little  of 
the  internal  condition  of  Russia.  She  had  been 
involved  for  many  years  in  the  most  exhausting 
and  burdensome  wars,  the  necessary  consequences 
of  which  would  be  a  decay  of  trade  and  impover- 
ishment of  the  people.  It  was  easy  for  the  Em- 
peror to  have  mistaken  the  cause,  and  to  have  at- 
tributed these  effects  to  any  thing  else  than  his 
own  wild  and  unbounded  ambition.  Mr.  M.said, 
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at  anf  rate,  he  was  not  disposed  to  accept  a  sys- 
tem  of  any  kind  from  the  hands  of  His  Imperial 
Majesty.  A  prince  who  would  put  down  the  press 
as  a  pernicious  engine ;  who  condemned  all  inter- 
ference of  the  people  in  Qoveroment  as  a  crime ; 
who  considered  Constitutional  freedom  as  lawless 
usurpation,  and  who  vindicated  openly  and  avow- 
edly the  (iivine  right  of  Kings,  would  not  be 
chosen  by  him  as  a  legislator  on  any  subject. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Wood- 
son) commenced  his  address  with  an  enthusiastic 
eulogium  on  the  character  of  Alexander  Hamil- 
ton, who  strongly  recommended  this  system  in  a 
report  which  he  made  when  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  He  was  not  disposed  to  depreciate  the 
intellectual  powers  of  this  distinguished  citizen; 
on  the  contrary,  no  one  held  them  in  higher  re- 
spect. But  that  Mr.  Hamilton's  mind  was  strong- 
ly tinctured  with  English  prejudice,  and  biased 
in  faTor  of  English  institutions,  is  a  fact  which 
his  warmest  admirers  must  admit.  If  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  was  so  ready  to  adopt  his 
system  of  taxation,  would  he  be  equally  ready  to 
adopt  his  political  principles?  We  have  reason 
to  doubt  the  correctness  of  that  man's  judgment 
on  a  subject  of  this  kind,  whose  opinions  on  Qov- 
emment  were  so  adverse  to  those  of  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution,  and  whose  public  and  private 
life  were  not  remarkable  for  consistency.  But  a 
damninff  fact  to  the  system  is,  that,  with  all  his 
personal  address,  supported  by  the  confidence  of 
the  most  popular  man  in  the  nation,  General 
Washington,  he  could  not  prevail  on  the  mem- 
bers of  the  first  Conj;ress  to  adopt  it.  On  the  con- 
trary, at  the  very  time  that  he  submitted  his  re- 
port, our  Ministers  in  Europe  received  instructions 
to  form  treaties  on  a  basis  of  unrestricted  com- 
merce, and  the  duties  on  importation  were  limited 
to  the  exigencies  of  Government.  The  gentle- 
man relied  on  a  passage  in  the  Messa^^e  of  the 
President.  If  that  proves  any  thing,  it  is  against 
his  theory  and  his  general  course  of  reasoning. 
Mr.  Monroe  expressly  declares  that  our  manufac- 
tures have  increased,  and  are  increasing  under  the 
present  tans'.  On  the  contrary,  the  gentleman 
represents  them  as  bein^  in  a  state  of  decline,  and 
makes  that  representation  the  basis  of  his  argu- 
ment. Mr.  M.  said,  on  a  difference  of  opinion  in 
this  matter,  he  would  yield  to  the  authontj  of  the 
President.  It  was  his  duty  to  make  the  inquiry, 
and  he  had  the  means  of  collecting  the  most  au- 
thentic information.  In  fact  it  was  a  little  sur- 
S rising  that  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  who 
eclaimed  so  pathetically  on  bankrupt  manufac- 
turers and  declining  estaUishments,  did  not  re- 
collect that  the  only  document  on  this  subject, 
which  had  been  submitted,  was  the  Message  of 
the  President,  and  that  was  in  direct  contradic- 
tion to  their  statements.  But  there  was  no  asser- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  which  had 
surprised  him  more  than  that  a  navy  may  be  sup- 
ported without  foreign  commerce.  This  remark 
IS  perfectly  original,  and  contrary  to  the  experi- 
ence of  all  nations.  One  of  the^reat  objects  of 
the  celebrated  navigation  act  of  Kngland,  was  to 
increase  her  carrying  trade,  in  order  to  encourage 


and  multiply  the  number  of  seamn.  8be  vv 
then  contending  for  the  supremacy  of  the  oceis 
with  the  Dutch,  who  at  that  time  were  the  m- 
riers  of  the  world.  It  was  easy  to  see,  if  ^ 
could  enjoy  this  trade,  it  would  have  the  dooy; 
effect  of  strengthening  her  own  naTy,  and  weak- 
ening that  of  her  rival.  This  was  the  opentirf 
and  leading  motive  which  suggested  this  cdtha- 
ted  regulation.  He  would  ask  the  geotieisu 
where  our  landsmen  are  to  receive  their  edQeaucn 
as  sailors,  if  the  foreign  trade  be  annihilated- 
By  managing  the  steamboats  of  the  Ohio  tii 
Mississippi  ? 

Mr.  Mitchell  said,  he  would  now  endesTar 
to  answer  some  of  the  positions  advanced  br  tbe 
honorable  Chairman  (NLr.  Tod)  who  iDtrodom 
the  bill.  He  presented  a  most  lamentable  pie((?! 
of  the  state  or  the  country — that  we  had  pudi 
tribute  of  more  than  927,000,000  in  thetvDk'i 
years,  successively,  for  manufacUires,  tb  nv 
materials  of  which  everywhere  abonnded-tU: 
in  consequence  our  coffers  were  drained  of  ^peae- 
that  the  value  of  exchange  was  now  twmepff 
cent,  in  favor  of  England,  and  that  these  eri; 
arose  solely  and  entirely  from  the  small  eoc.'or- 
agement  given  to  domestic  manufactures.  Hovi 
barter  of  raw  for  manufactured  commodities  ccdJ 
be  called  a  tribute,  or  how  it  necessarily  Mc^ 
that  such  an  exchange  was  injurious  to  the  eon* 
try,  Mr.  M.  said,  was  a  problem  to  him.  Bthii 
always  thought  that  an  instinctive  knowleistof 
their  true  interests  was  a  distinguishing  tnfiof 
our  countrymen.  Their  discernment  in  pen^^* 
ing,  and  their  industry  and  enterprise  in  ^las^ 
the  most  gainful  employments,  had  first  reodend 
them  known  to  the  Euronean  world.  Aod  '^^ 
universal  preference  whicn  they  had  gi^^i  ^' 
agriculture  and  commerce  over  manufacturo.  tu 
A.0  him  demonstration,  that  ther  were  the  &K 
advantageous  employments.  That  we  i^^  ^ 
compellra  to  make  annually  specie  payoa^  ^ 
England,  was  neither  a  proof  of  poverty  o>  '^ 
country,  nor  of  the  decay  of  trade.  It  wiilo'W 
occur  that  our  importations  may  exceed  our  o- 

Krtations  with  a  particular  country--thai  ^ 
lance  may  be  annually  paid  in  specie,  ao^  ^' 
our  whole  trade  be  profitable.  For  insunce.*? 
may  purchase  from  England  to  a  grnter  n^^ 
than  the  amount  of  our  exports,  and  still  thep 
fiu  of  our  aggregate  trade  with  the  rest  cf^ 
world,  may  be  so  great,  as  far  to  exceed  oui^ 
ciencies  in  regard  to  England.  If  the  ^^^^ 
ports  of  a  country  exceed  its  whole  exports,  m 
will  soon  be  an  end  to  foreign  commerce.  T^ 
mutual  interesU  of  nations  will  adjust  their  ini^ 
course,  and  no  regulations  can  supplf  the  pbcf «" 
equivalent  returns. 

The  true  criterion  of  a  profiuble  trade  lit^ 
prosperity  at  home,  and  little  reliance  is  t V' 
placed  on  the  theories  of  economists,  and  ui^ 
tions  of  financiers,  or  the  return  of  costom-ii^ 
officers.  •  ^ 

It  is  matter  of  some  surprise  to  me,  said  M';|j 
that  the  gentleman  should  have  mentios«<f,'^ 
high  rate  of  exchange  in  favor  of  English  ^^ 
ground  of  lamentation.    It  certainly  opefi^ ' 
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a  bounty  on  domestic  maottfactures.  If  we  have 
to  give  $112  here  for  $100  on  England  in  pay- 
ment of  her  manufactures,  it  must  certainlv  en- 
hance their  value  to  that  amount.  I  should  nave 
supposed  he  would  have  hailed  it  as  an  omen  pro- 
pitious to  his  favorite  pursuit.  In  fact,  if  the 
wboie  of  his  representation  of  our  foreign  trade, 
and  of  the  state  of  the  country  were  correct^  it 
would  be  totally  unnecessary  tor  us  to  prohibit 
the  introduction  of  English  goods,  for  in  a  very 
short  time,  it  would  cease  of  itself  from  our  ina- 
bility to  purchase. 

The  gentleman  asserted  that  the  system  of  free 
trade  which  we  support,  was  a  '*new  light" — 
"the  production  of  a  garret,"  and  asks  emphati- 
cally "  if  any  member  of  Parliament  ever  dared 
to  implicate  his  character  by  condemnioff  the  re- 
strietire  system."  The  gentleman  has  the  repu- 
tation of  being  a  man  of  learning,  and  I  ho{)e  he 
deserves  it: 'but  when  he  makes  tnese  assertions, 
he  either  betrays  ignorance,  or  labors- under  a  be- 
lief that  he  can  impose  on  the  Committee  a  mat 
ahsardity.  If  he  will  recur  to  a  debate  which 
took  place  on  the  17th  Mav,  1817,  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  he  will  find  the  question  which  he 
pQt5,  answered  by  two  gentlemen,  Mr.  Brougham 
and  Mr.  Robinson — ^the  one  a  leader  of  the  oppo- 
siiioo,  the  other  holding  an  important  place  in  the 
Treasury  Department — not  the  theorists  of  a  gar- 
ret, but  practical  men,  immersed  in  the  business  of 
buman  life — actors  in  a  Government  which  has 
earried  the  restrictive  system  to  its  utmost  extent, 
and  vho,  at  least,  have  had  as  much  experience 
of  its  effects  as  the  gentleman — they  will  tell  him 
that  the  decline  ot  the  branches  of  industry  in 
Eogland,  is,  in  a  great  measure,  owing  to  the  re- 
strictive system.  Mr.  Robinson,  although  a  min- 
isterialist, expressly  says,  if  the  question  were, 
whether  the  system  should  now  be  adopted,  he 
Would  oppose  it  as  one  fraught  with  evil  to  the 
country.  With  regard  to  the  noveky  of  an  un- 
restricted commerce,  he  who  fills  the  important 
station  of  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures should  have  recollected,  that,  more  than 
fiftr  years  ago,  it  was  impressed  on  the  British 
nation  most  strenuously  by  Adam  Smith,  in  his 
work  on  the  Wealth  of  Nations.  No,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, the  system  which  we  recommend  is  no 
garret  theory — the  production  of  no  wild  and 
speculative  visionary — ^no  mushroom  of  a  night's 
growth — it  is  a  system  which  philosophers  and 
politicians  have  concurred  in  applauding — ^which 
vas  adopted  by  the  immortal  Congress  of  1790, 
which  has  been  continued  by  our  successive  ad- 
^Qistrations  since  that  time,  and  under  the  in- 
fiaence  of  which  our  country  has  flourished  to  a 
degree  as  yet  unparalleled. 

The  Chairman  asserts,  that,  from  the  end  of  our 
neTolutionary  war  to  the  adoption  of  the  Consti- 
tution, our  country  was  in  a  most  disastrous  state, 
^Qd  he  attributes  its  difficulties  entirely  to  the 
prevalence  of  an .  unrestricted  commerce.  He 
°iust  be  infatuated  with  a  system,  indeed,  who 
Would  attribute  to  a  cause  of  tnis  kind,  the  impov- 
wishraent  and  distress  of  a  country  just  emerged 
uom  a  war  of  seven  years ;  distracted  in  its  mem- 


bers; enormously  in  debt;  without  credit,  and 
with  a  Government  so  feeble  and  unstable  as  to 
create  universal  distrust  in  foreign  Courts.  We 
were  distressed,  not  because  our  commerce  was 
free,  but  because  we  bad  no  commerce  at  all ;  not 
because  the  productions  of  Europe  were  admitted 
without  the  proposed  tariff,  but,  because  the  col- 
liding jealousies  and  monopolizing  spirit  of  the 
States  mterrupted  and  hampered  their  admission. 
From  this  scene  of  distress  the  Chairman  turned 
to  England,  and  he  described  ''  this  rock  of  the 
Northern  ocean  as  an  Eden  in  taste  and  cultiva- 
tion ;"  although  in  extent  no  greater  than  one  of 
our  small  States,  her  resources  were  inexhaustible, 
possessing  a  specie  capital  not  only  to  answer  her 
own  exigencies,  but  to  lend  us  in  time  of  need ; 
that  her  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  commerce, 
were  in  a  most  flourishing  condition,  and  all  owine 
to  her  restrictions  in  trade.  The  gentleman  did 
not  state  his  authority  for  this  glowing  picture. 
But  I  must  request  him  to  recur  aeain  to  the  de- 
bate which  I  have  just  quoted,  and  he  will  see  a 
representation  in  every  respect  the  reverse  of  what 
he  has  painted.  Mr.  Brougham  declares  that 
the  different  branches  of  her  industry  are  in  a 
most  declining  condition ;  that,  in  the  cit^  of  Bir- 
mingham, the  great  workshop  of  the  Kingdom, 
one-third  of  the  work  people  are  wholly  out  of 
employ,  and  the  rest  are  at  half  work ;  that  in  a 
population  of  eighty-six  thousand  people,  twenty- 
seven  thousand  receive  parish  relief;  that  in  the 
cotton  factories,  waees  are  as  low  as  five  shillings 
a  week,  and  with  this  the  laborer  has  to  support 
his  family ;  that  these  wretched  beings  could 
scarcely  purchase  half  a  pound  of  oatmeal  a  day, 
which,' mixed  with  a  little  salt  and  water,  consti- 
tuted their  whole  food  ;  that  the  symptoms  of  de- 
cay were  equally  visible  in  London,  the  ^reat  em- 
porium of  the  nation,  and  that  a  visible  diminution 
had  taken  place  in  the  consumption  of  luxuries 
all  over  the  country,  manifested  by  a  material  de- 
falcation in  the  produce  of  the  customs  and  excise. 
The  ability  of  England  to  lend  us  money,  that 
statesman  does  not  attribute  to  superabundance, 
but  to  a  decay  of  all  the  branches  of  industry. 
His  words  are,  "  the  want  of  employment  at  home 
^  has  driven  the  capital  abroad,  and  signs  of  this 

*  emigration  have  manifested  themselves  in  the 
'  negotiation  of  loans  with  foreign  Powers.  One 
^  transaction  of  this  kind  has  been  already  con- 
'  eluded  with  France,  and,  undoubtedly,  a  great 

*  part  of  the  money  to  be  advanced  in  it  will  come 
^  from  the  capitalists  of  this  country.  America  is 
'  said  to  have  two  speculations  of  the  same  kind 
'  going  on,  the  present  moment,  in  this  city."  To 
all  these  facts  Mr.  Robinson  assents,  and  concurs 
in  attributing  them,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  re- 
strictions on  trade.  I  can  offer  no  rebuttal  of  the 
eulogium  of  the  gentleman  on  the  restrictive  sys- 
tem, and  of  its  enects  on  the  industry  of  England, 
stronger  than  is  contained  in  the  statements  of 
those  two  distinguished  Commoners. 

The  Chairman  has  attacked  the  eloquent  de- 
scription which  my  friend  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Tattnall^  gave  or  the  moral  and  physical  chat^ 
acter  of  those  employed   in  manufactures,  and 
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bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **A&  act  for  the  relief 
of  Eleanor  Lawrence,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment ;  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  Henry  Lee,  one  of  the 
sureties  of  John  Ricaud,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
his  relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Plumer,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  punish 
frauds  committed  on  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Plumer,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  recommitted  the  bill  to  authorize  the  hold- 
ing of  a  district  court  at  Louisville,  in  Kentucky, 
reported  the  same  with  an  amendment;  and  the 
bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  bLACKLEDQE,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Buildings,  made  a  report  in  relation  to  the 
state  of  and  progress  in  completing  the  said  build- 
ings, accompanied  bv  a  bill  maKinf^  appropria- 
tions for  the  said  buildings ;  which  bill  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Metcalfe,  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther any,  and  if  any,  what  abuses  have  been  com- 
mitted bv  the  late  Superintendent  of  Indian  Trade, 
(Colonel  T.  L.  McKenney,)  in  the  purchase  or 
sale  of  goods,  under  the  several  laws  formerly  reg- 
ulating the  Indian  trade ;  and  that  the  committee 
have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

THE  NEW  TARIFF  BILL. 

Mr.  Ton,  of  Penns]^lvania,  made  a  motion  to 
discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  otthe  Union  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  for  the  more  effectual  protection  and 
encouragement  of  domestic  manufactures. 

This  was  a  motion  which  was  intended  by  the 
mover  to  bring  the  bill  directly  before  the  House 
for  amendment,  and  eventually  to  obtain  a  ques- 
tion on  its  passage,  more  speedily  and  more  cer- 
tainly than  if  the  discussion  were  to  be  suffered  to 
go  on  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  motion  being^  therefore,  a  leading  one^  it 
produced  a  little  excitement  in  the  House^  on  the 
part  of  those  who  are  opposed  to  the  bill  in  prin- 
ciple, and  on  the  part  of  those  who  desire  mate- 
rial amendments  to  be  made  in  the  bill.  The  ex- 
citement was  not  lessened,  by  a  question  of  order 
having  arisen  of  a  novel  and  somewhat  important 
character,  which  was  decided  by  the  Speaker, 
debated,  and  an  appeal  from  it  indicated,  though 
the  question  did  not  really  present  itself,  the  sug- 
ffe^tion  of  it  beins  in  anticipation  only  of  what 
might  occur  in  the  course  of  the  proceeding 
should  the  motiou  of  Mr.  Too  prevail.  The  bill 
contains  one  blank.  The  80th  rule  of  the  House 
is  in  the  following  words : 

'*  80.  No  motion  or  proposition  for  a  tax  or  charge 
upon  the  people  shall  be  discussed  the  day  in  which 
it  is  made  or  offered,  and  every  such  proposition  shall 
receive  its  first  discussion  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Home.'* 


The  question  which  was  raised  was,  whether i 
blank  in  one  part  of  the  bill  (for  the  amooni  i 
the  duty  on  raw  wool  imported)  could  be  filled  u 
the  House,  not  having  been  debated  in  the  Co& 
mittee  of  the  Whole  ?  This  question  the SpEim 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

A  good  deal  of  conversation,  |»io  and  eoiktock 
place,  as  well  on  the  question  of  dischaigiof  die 
Committee  as  on  the  point  of  order;  inwiiicli 
Messrs.  Colden,  Tod,  Gorbam,  Edvabos,  of 
North  Carolina,  Buchanan,  Cambrelekg,  Wil- 
liams, of  North  Carolina,  Serqeakt,  Bassett. 
Hardin,  Malulrt,  Newton,  Cittrbebt,  m 
Tattnall  took  part. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate — 

Mr.  C OLDEN  professed  himself  friendly  to  mt 
ufactures,  but  <not  in  favor  of  this  bill  as  i:  boi 
stands,  believing  that  some  of  the  duties  proposec 
would  be  prejudicial  rather  than  beneficelto 
manufactures;  and  was  opposed  to  dischatgi^i 
the  Committee,  because  the  bill  required  Qoci 
amendment. 

Mr.  CuTHBERT  denounced  this  motion  as  u 
attempt  to  violate  the  virtue  and  substaDce  of t^ 
rule  which  is  above  quoted ;  to  break  doini  ihss 
barriers  and  guards  with  which  the  House  b^ 
fenced  itself  around ;  and  he  appealed  to  ersr 
thing  that  is  good  and  virtuous  m  the  Hoos?  i^< 
to  press  upon  those  upon  whom  this  was  ta  o|>^ 
rate  most  severely,  with  this  precipitatioe.  ^'^ 
this  ferocity. 

Mr.  Sergeant  expressed  his  opinion,  a^  t^( 
course  proposed  would,  it  was  now  known,  btr^ 
duce  a  question  of  order,  on  which  an  tf^ 
would  be  taken  from  the  decision  of  the  Chu'. 
causing  probably  much  debate,  that  it  wouli)  b; 
more  advisable  that  the  motion  to  discha^  ^ 
Committee  of  the  Whole  should  be  withditm. 

Mr.  Tattnall,  believing  that  the  opentiea  &' 
this  motion,  if  it  succeeded,  would  be  in  thrm^ 
of  a  gag-law,  required  the  question  to  betaie  )^ 
yeas  and  nays^  that  the  people  might  seewk: 
members  on  this  floor  were  disposed  to  supper,  s 
motion  of  that  nature. 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  oap^^- 
cordingly ;  and  the  votes  were  as  foUow: 

y»Af— Messrs.  Barber  of  Conn.,  Barber  of  Ofe* 
Borland,  Breckenridge,  Brown,  Bachanan,  Bonsn- 
Campbell  of  New  York,  Cassedy,  Chamben,  C<a&t^ 
Cook,  Darlington,  Dentson,  Dickinson,  Edmrdi^ 
Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Farreil;T*> 
lay,  Forward,  Gebhard,  Gross,  Harris,  Hawks,  Hop- 
hill,  Holcombe,  Hubbard,  Ingham,  JeDoiogs,  F  f '^ 
son,  J. T.Johnson,  Little,  McCartj,  McKim,  McLb« 
McSherry,  Matlack,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Vtm^^"" 
nia,  Morgan,  Murray,  Pattenon  of  l*«»"*y5S 
Pienion,  Pitcher,  Piamer  of  Pennsylvania,  Bocb^ 
Rogers,  Ross,  Raggles,  Rasa,  Sergeant,  8ioftoe.S^ 
ling  of  ConnecUcut,  SterUng  of  New  Toik,  ^' 
Swan.  Taylor, Tod.  Tomliason.Traej,  Trimble, l«s»«- 
Van  Rensselaer,  Walworth,  Wood,  Woodcoel  ^ 
Woodson— 67.  -. 

NATS— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  oH^ 
nessee,  Ball,  Barstow,  Bassett,  Bajlies,  Bajij-  ^ 
ledge.  Burton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  Obif-'^ 
non.  Carter,  Colden,  Conkling,  Conner,  Ciafts.\ 
man,  Cuthbert,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eddy,  Ba»irs 
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North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Foliar,  Garnett,  Gilmer,  Gtat, 
Gorham,  Govan,  Iiall,  Hamilton,  Hardin,  Herrick, 
Hiil,  Uobart,  Hooks,  Jackson,  Jones  of  Tennessee, 
Kent,  Keyes,  Kirkland,  Leftwicb,  Lincoln,  Litchfield, 
McCoy,  McDuffie,  McNeill,  Mallary,  Mattocks,  Mer- 
cer, Mitchell  of  South  Carolina,  Moore  of  Alabama, 
Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Maryland, 
Newton,  Patterson  of  New  York,  Phillins,  Plumer  of 
New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Rankin,  Reea  of  Maryland, 
Reid  of  Georgia,  Rhea,  Rich,  Rodney,  Rassell,  Saun- 
ders, Arthar  Smith,  Alexander  Smith,  William  Smith, 
A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Tattnall,  Thompson, 
Tocker  of  Sonth  Carolina,  Upham,  Van  Wyek,  Walk- 
er, Warfield,  Whipple,  White,  Wiiliama  of  Virginia, 
Williams  of  North  Carolina,  WiUiamson,  and  Wil- 
800—66. 

So  the  Hoose  refused  to  discharge  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  from  the  further  consideration  of 

the  bill. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Too,  the  House  then  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Tomlinsom  in  the 

Cbair. 

Mr.  A1cLan£  obtained  the  floor,  and  moved  to 
take  up  the  Greneral  Appropriation  bill,  in  the 
discQaion  of  which  some  progress  was  made  yes- 
terday. 

Mr.  Tod  intimated  that  it  would  be  in  order,  if 
the  Committee  should  refuse  to  take  up  that  bill, 
to  take  up  the  other  bill  (the  tariff  bill)  which  is 
before  the  same  Committee. 

The  question  on  Mr.  McLamb's  motion  pre- 
Tailed--76  to  71  votes — and  the  House  proceeided 
to  consider  the  Appropriation  bill. 

The  question  pending  when  the  Committee 
rose  yesterday,  was  on  an  amendment  moved  by 
Mr.TRijiBLE,  of  Kentucky,  toappropriate  $25,000 
^t  the  repair  of  the  Cumberlana  road,  to  which 
Mr.  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania,  had  proposed  an 
ameodmeot,  the  object  of  which  was  to  recede  the 
r«id  to  the  States  in  which  the  several  portions 
^[  Jt  lie,  on  condition  of  their  engaging  to  keep 
"ie  road  in  repair,  dec. 

Soioe  conversation  took  place  as  to  the  propri- 
ety of  urging  the  connexion  of  this  question  with 
^i^e  discussion  of  the  principle  of  the  bill.  The 
geotlemao  who  moved  the  first  amendment  de- 
clioed  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Warfield,  of  Maryland,  then  addressed 
the  Cooimittee  at  considerable  length  in  favor  of 
the  appropriation  of  money  for  the  repair  of  the 
road)  and  against  the  course  proposed  by  Mr. 

litJCHANAN. 

Mr.  Robs,  of  Ohio,  followed  on  the  same  side, 
also  pretty  much  at  large,  adverting  particularly 
|p  the  origin  of  the  fund  which  is  pledged  to  re- 
'QQd  the  money  which  the  road  cost,  making  the 
consent  of  the  State  of  Ohio  necessary  to  the  pro- 
posed recession. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Maryland,  regretting  the  intro- 
Juciioa  of  the  subject  upon  this  bill,  proceeded  to 
^i^harge  a  duty  which  his  situation  bound  him 
to,  by  giving  his  reasons  against  Mr.  Buchanan's 
I^pposition.  One  argument  particularly  he  used 
*ith  considerable  effect,  viz:  that  the  power  to 


cede  the  road  must  be  coincident  to  the  power  to 
put  gates  upon  it,  the  right  to  exercise  which  was 
at  the  last  session  denied  by  the  Executive  to  ex- 
ist in  Congress.  To  aeree  to  the  measure  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  there- 
lore,  would  be  to  present  to  the  President  a  prop- 
osition to  which  it  is  known  beforehand  he  will 
not  assent. 

Mr.  Phillips,  of  Pennsylvania,  briefly  expressed 
his  views  of  the  question.  He  was  in  favor  of 
the  amendment  proposed  by  his  colleague. 

Mr.  White,  of  Vermont,  said  he  was  in  favor 
of  the  amendment  offered  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  to  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

Since  th^  National  Government,  said  Mr.  w., 
has  been  at  so  great  expense  to  make  the  Cum- 
berland road,  rather  than  it  should  be  left  to  di- 
lapidatC}  and  be  destroyed,  I  will  vote  for  the  ap- 
propriation to  put  the  road  in  full  and  complete 
repair ;  provided  that  provision  be  also  made  for 
future  repairs  without  expense  to  the  General 
Government  In  my  estimation  it  would  be  just 
and  right  that,  in  future,  the  road  should  keep 
itself  in  repair  by  the  collection  of  tolls  for  that 
purpose. 

I  must  confess,  however,  that  I  extremely  re- 
gret that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  has  seen 
nt  to  encumMT  the  Gkneral  Appropriation  bill 
with  the  subject  of  the  Cumberland  road.  It 
would  have  been  a  fairer  mode  of  legislation,  and, 
in  my  estimation^  more  parliamentary^  to  have 
presented  this  subject  for  consideration  m  the  bill 
reported  from  the  Senate  especially  for  that  pur- 

g>se,  which  stands  referred  to  this  committee, 
ut,  sir,  since  the  subject  has  been  presented  in 
this  shape,  and  the  discussion  has  proceeded  thus 
far,  it  may  be  a  saving  of  time  to  connect  it  with 
this  bill ;  therefore  I  do  not  consider  it  very  im- 
portant in  this  use  to  be  over  nice  about  modes 
and  forms. 

If  the  friends  of  the  road  are  sincere  in  making 
their  declarations,  they  will  ask  nothing  more. 
They  have  declared  a  willingness  to  erect  toll- 
gates  and  collect  toll  suflicient  to  keep  the  road  in 
repair.  But  it  has  been  decided  by  the  President 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  have 
not  the  Constitutional  power  to  establish  gates 
and  force  the  collection  of  toll  on  said  road.  What, 
then,  is  to  be  done,  sir,  but  to  adopt  the  course 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  ? — 
to  cede  the  road  to  the  States  respectively  through 
which  it  leads. 

But  eentlemen  object  to  this  course,  and  sav  it 
would  be  placing  the  road  under  the  guardianship 
of  "  its  own  worst  enemies,"  who  would  destroy 
it,  or,  by  neslect,  would  leave  it  to  dilapidate  and 
be  destroyed.  But  can  any  honorable  gentleman 
be  serious  in  making  this  assertion  ?  Are  not  the 
conditions  proposed  sufficiently  guarded  ?  If  the 
cession  be  made  and  accepted  with  the  conditions 
proposed,  the  States  must  keep  the  road  in  repair, 
and  collect  but  barely  toll  sufficient  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  must  annually  render  an  account  to  this 
Gbvernmen  t.  Where  then  is  the  danger  of  which 
some  gentlemen  have  such  fearful  apprehensions? 
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If  the  conditions  should  not  be  complied  with  in 
good  faith,  by  the  States,  the  cession  would  be 
void,  and  the  road  remain  as  much  under  the  con- 
trol of  Congress  as  it  now  is — and  this  Govern- 
ment could  then,  if  they  please,  continue  to  make 
repairs,  the  same  as  they  can  now.  Where  then, 
I  would  ask,  are  the  difficulties  that  gentlemen 
would  throw  in  the  way  ? 

But,  sir,  were  the  cession  of  the  road  to  be 
made  and  accepted  by  the  States,  without  any 
conditions^  can  any  honorable  sentleman  be  seri- 
ous in  saying  that  the  road  would  be  in  danger  of 
going  to  destruction  7  Will  any  gentleman  seri- 
ously say,  that  either  of  the  enlightened,  patri- 
otic, and  magnanimous  States,  through  which  the 
road  leads,  should  they  receive  the  guardianship 
of  so  stupendous  and  magnificent  a  work,  the  pro- 
duct of  national  munificence,  would  not  feel  a 
pride  in  cherishing  and  preserving  that  work,  ra- 
ther than  destroy  it  ,or  suffer  it  to  go  to  ruin  ? 
No,  Mr.  Chairman,  gentlemen  cannot  be  serious ; 
no  honorable  gentleman  would  be  guilty  of  so 
foul  a  slander.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania who  has  spoken  with  so  much  vehemence 
on  this  occasion,  has,  I  apprehend,  suffered  hb 
zeal  to  carry  him  too  far. 

And  now,  sir,  is  it  not  just  and  equitable,  as  it 
respects  other  sections  of  the  United  States,  that 
this  road,  which  has  been  built  by  the  nation,  at 
80  ^eat  an  expense,  should  in  future  maintain  it- 
self? The  p€«>ple  who  inhabit  the  cold  and  in- 
hospitable regions  of  the  North  labor  under  as 
great  inconveniences,  with  respect  to  roads,  as  the 
people  of  the  West  possibly  can. 

A  high  and  rugged  chain  of  mountains  extends 
through  the  centre  almost  the  whole  leneth  of 
the  State  of  Vermont;  across  which  severafroads 
have  been  made,  at  great  expense,  by  the  enter- 
prise and  liberality  of  individuals ;  for  travelling 
on  which  the  citizens  are  obliged  to  pay  toll; 
and  yet,  the  proprietors  of  those  roads  ao  not, 
after  defraying  the  expense  of  repairs,  receive 
more  than  from  one  to  three  per  cent  on  the  sums 
actually  expended  in  making  the  roads. 

An  honorable  member,  now  in  my  eye,  my  ven- 
erable and  worthy  colleague,  from  his  own  private 
funds,  has  ex|>ended  more  than  forty  thousand 
dollars,  in  making  a  road  across  the  Qreen  Mount- 
ains, and  though  the  traveller  pays  a  high  toll  for 
passing  thereon,  for  nearly  twenty  years  past,  this 
road  has  not  yielded  the  proprietor  one  cent  more 
than  sufficient  to  make  tne  necessary  repairs. 
The  State  which  I  in  part  have  the  honor  to  rep^ 
resent  is  an  inland  State,  remote  from  market. 
The  farmers  are  obliged  to  transport  their  pro- 
duce by  land,  at  great  expense ;  and  go  which 
way  they  will,  they  meet  a  turnpike  nte,  and  are 
subject  to  the  payment  of  tolls.  Now,  sir,  per- 
mit me  to  appeal  to  the  candor,  liberality,  justice, 
and  good  sense  of  gentlemen,  whether  it  m  just 
and  equitable,  that  the  good  people  of  Vermont, 
since  the  Cumberland  road  has  been  made  at  so 
great  expense  by  the  National  Government,  should 
be  annually  taxed  to  keep  it  in  repair?  To  keep 
a  free  road  ?  And  for  whom  ?  The  people  who 
possess  and  enjoy  the  luxuriant  and  fertile  regions 


of  the  West.  No,  sir,  it  cannot  be  jost.  Tte 
little  State  of  Vermont,  which  dnriog  the  stro*^ 
gle  for  independence,  maintaiaed  her  groaod.  a:: 
single-handed  defended  herself,  not  onlj  agak 
the  invasions  of  the  savage  foe,  tories,  and  hostir 
British  troops,  but  against  the  encroachmeobuc 
unjust  claims  of  the  State  of  New  York,  isii' 
from  being  rich.  Yet,  her  citizens,  higk-mmk 
and  patriotic,  who,  by  persevering  iMosiryaiA 
economy,  can  barely  obtain  a  comfortible  se;^ 
port,  wUl  patiently  bear  their  just  propoitioB  ( 
public  burdens  without  a  murmur.  Bni,  sir. 
you  tax  them  annually  to  keep  in  repair  ^ 
Cumberland  road,  they  will  feel  themseira  c 
grieved,  and  will  consider  it  unequal  and  anjip: 
yet,  notwithstandinjg,  with  respect  to  them,  I  r^ 
not  say,  as  was  said  by  an  honorable  geodfmi 
on  a  former  occasion,  with  respect  to  his  coosa- 
uents  at  the  South.  But,  sir,  will  askla^Mo 
amend  the  declaration  of  that  honorable  gatk- 
man,  when  I  apply  it  to  my  constituents,  brstri 
ing  out  the  word  not.  The  patriotic  citiia'^ 
Vermont,  sir,  though  they  should  feel  tbennirr 
aggrieved,  and  even  oppressed  by  the  aci'c 
Congress,  will  not  oppose  those  aeu,  bj  nsnx 
the  constituted  authorities.  No,  sir,  txit  to  la 
the  declaration  of  the  honorable  gentlemao,  i 
amended — "they  will  submit;  by  hearess^ 
will !"  But,  sir,  I  wish  to  have  it  ezpresIrQ^ 
derstood,  that  th^  are  not  characters,  cas^ 
of  "dough  faces,''  to  be  first  frightened, ud<ii- 
yerted  from  their  purposes  by  empty  tbrvtt^u^ 
thereby  cheated  out  of  their  just  nghts.  If  ti 
amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  P«s> 
sylvania  be  adopted,  1  shall  vote  for  theappropf- 
ation  to  put  the  road  in  repair,  hoping  and  trt't 
ing  that  hereaAer  the  Cumberland  road,  of  vbifi 
we  have  heard  so  much,  will  be  madetokee}:i{ 
self  in  repair,  or  be  repaired  by  the  SttteiaM 
ities,  as  are  roads  in  other  sections  o(^«^ 
try,  and  thereby  relieve  the  National  Gotou^b' 
from  any  further  trouble  or  expense.  Aodl^ 
sir,  most  conscientiously  believe  that,  if  the  [iR- 
servation  of  the  Cumberland  road  be  all  tbttso- 
tlemen,  who  have  spoken  with  so  much  zwoc 
the  subject,  want,  they  will,  one  and  all,  TotcKT 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  gendeoaii  ^ 
Pennsylvania.  But  if  their  zeal  arises  frointf^ 
ther  cause;  if  they  wish  to  retain  the  road  tf< 
bone  of  contention,  whereby  National  asd  Sok 
rights  may  constantly  be  brought  in  coli^ 
then  they  will  vote  against  it.  Mr.  W.coDtwfc 
by  hoping  that  the  amendment  to  theamesdoe' 
miffht  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  next  delireied  bis  tier 
in  opposition  to  tbeamendment  of  Mr.  Bccais^' 

Mr.  Wriqbt,  of  Maryland,  then  spoke  agtff^ 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  fromPeiu^'^ 
vania. 

Mr.  Keyes,  of  Vermont,  spoke  as  follows 

Mr.  Chairman :  On  the  subject  of  the  Cdo^ 
land  road,  or,  more  properly  speaking,  thr  -^ 
tional  road,  now  under  consideration,  I  vili^ 
in  speaking  on  this  question,  oeeopy  ro(^^ 
than  I  have  in  trying  to  get  the  floor  tc^ 
Mr.  Chairman,  by  the  acts  and  laws  of  tki^ 
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ress  of  the  United  States,  ships  are  built,  fortifi- 
itioas  and  lighthoases  have  been  erected.  Hare 
ot  Congress  appropriated  money  to  repair  those 
tiips,  fortifications,  and  lighthouses,  when  they 
ave  been  out  of  repair?    Or  have  tney  let  them 
0  to  destruction?    No,  sir;  they  have  made  the 
ecessary  repairs,  and  not  suffered  them  to  go  to 
lin.    Well,  Mr.  Chairman,  by  the  acts  and  laws 
f  CoDgress,  the  Cumberland  road  has  been  con- 
tructed.    That  road  is  now  out  of  repair.    It  has 
ost  this  nation  nearly  two  millions  of  dollars ; 
Dd  we  ought  not  to  let  it  go  to  ruin  for  the  want 
r  a  little  refMiiring.    Sir,  if  I  have  made  a  cor- 
net estimate,  it  has  cost  about  fourteen  thousand 
ollars  a  mile  j  and,  if  the  money  was  well  laid 
at  in  making  this  road,  it  will  not  cost  much  to 
eep  it  in  repair,  after  the  first  repairs  are  made,  if 
rell  made— future  repairs  will  cost  but  a  trifle. 
Vheo  a  road  is  first  made,  through  a  rough, 
louDtainous,  billy  country,  and  steep  side  hills  to 
lake  it  upon,  when  you  have  to  cut  the  upper 
ide  of  the  road  deep,  next  to  the  steep  hill  or 
toaatain,  the  mountain  or  hill  will  for  awhile 
lip  down  into  the  upper  side  of  the  road ;  and  the 
ust  and  stones,  thus  tumbling  into  the  road,  must 
e  thrown  over  the  lower  side;  and,  when  so 
one,  it  will  widen  the  road,  and  make  it  the  bet- 
en   Mr.  Chairman,  I  ask,  what  motives  had 
/ongress  in  making  this  road  ?    Was  it  to  ae- 
ommodate  our  Western  brethren,  whom  we  love 
0  well,  and  for  the  benefit  of  our  Western  lands? 
iut)  sir,  admitting  Congress  has  no  regard  for 
)ur  Western  brethren,  who  have  been  of  so  much 
teoefit  to  us  in  settling  a  part  of  that  Western 
oQQtry ;  still  we  ought  to  consider  that  we  have 
3ore  land  in  the  West  than  we  can  number  into 
cres.    Yes,  sir,  the  United  States  have  more 
ban  four  hundred  millions  of  acres,  and  how 
noch  more  I  cannot  tell,  in  the  Western  country. 
bd,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  Congress  has  acted 
ery  wisely  in  making  this  Cumberland  road, 
eading  over  the  bills  and  mountains  to  that 
;oodly  land.    Sir,  it  has  been  asked,  by  several 
Qembers  of  this  House,  what  benefit  is  this  Na- 
ional  road  to  Maine  and  Georgia  ?    Well,  sir,  I 
v\\\  ask,  is  not  Maine  and  G^rgia  interested  in 
he  land?    Yes;  and  all  the  other  States  of  this 
JoioD  are  also  equally  interested  in  this  National 
oad,  leading  to  those  lands.    But,  sir,  a  gentle- 
DftD)  who  spoke  yesterday,  when  this  question 
vas  under  consideration,  said  something  about 
leaping  up  coals  of  fire.    I  did  not  know  the 
Qan's  name,  nor  do  I  know  where  he  belongs ; 
)Qt  I  know  he  is  a  member  of  the  House,  for  I  re- 
collect his  face  well  enough.    Well,  sir,  what  did 
}e  mean  by  heaping  up  coals  of  fire?    Sir,  if  he 
nil  keep  bis  heap  of  coals,  and  have  them  ready 
0  bum  the  timber  which  may  be  pre|mred  to 
^ttild  the  contemplated  gates,  I  will  go  with  him, 
iQd  help  to  kindle  the  fire.    Sir,  1  think  toU- 
[^tes  are  a  curse  to  their  owners,  and  to  their  ens- 
omers  also ;  for  the  owners  of  turnpike  roads  do 
tot  generally  get  enough  toll  to  keep  their  roads 
Q  repair;  and  the  traveller,  when  ne  comes  to 
b«  gate,  must  make  the  change;  but,  if  he  can- 
tot,  then  be  must  go  back  to  tne  city  or  town,  to 


get  his  money  changed,  before  he  is  permitted  to 
pass  the  gate.    Sir,  this  road  is  one  hundred  and 
thirty  miles  in  length ;  and.  if  you  set  up  a  gate 
for  every  ten  miles,  you  will  have  thirteen  gates : 
you  must  also  build  toll-houses  near  each  gate ; 
and  you  must  provide  for  each  gate  a  toll-gatherer, 
or  money-catcher — call   him  what   you  please. 
And,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  ask,  what  will  all  this 
cost.    Sir,  it  will  cost  ten  or  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars, at  least,  for  the  first  year,  or  more ;  for  you 
will  give  your  toll-gatherers  from  five  hundred  to 
one  thousand  dollars  each  a  year,  or  perhaps  much 
more.    Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  in  favor  of  appro- 
priating money  sufficient  to  make  the  first  repairs. 
But,  sir,  I  am  opposed  to  giving  this  road  to  the 
States  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia, 
or  any  other  State  or  States,  for  them  to  erect 
gates  and  take  toll.    Sir,  if  this  road  is  ceded  to 
the  aforesaid  States,  it  is  uncertain  whether  they 
will  take  it  or  not.    And,  further,  if  once  ceded 
away,  it  never  again  will  be  a  free  road ;  or,  if 
ever,  not  short  of  one  hundred  vears.    Sir,  if  you 
take  this  mode  of  getting  rid  or  the  National  road, 
you  will  adopt  a  sure  way  to  lessen  the  value  of 
jrour  Western  lands^  and  incense  your  Western 
brethren.    Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  no  doubt  but 
people  will  soon  settle  on  this  road,  and  be  suffi- 
cient to  keep  it  in  good  repair  with  their  common 
highway  taxes,  and  not  be, burdened  with  higher 
taxes  than  other  people  are  on  other  roads — for 
people  always  like  to  settle  on  good  roads.    Sir,  I 
wish  a  good,  thorough  superintendent  may  be  ap- 
pointed— a  man  that  will  work  himself,  and  be 
always  present  with  the  men ;  and  the  laborers 
should  be  hired  for  the  term  of  six  months ;  the 
monev  from  Qovemment  being  sure,  the  men, 
thus  hired,  ought  to  repair  this  road  with  good 
economy.    And,  in  my  opinion,  by  adopting  this 
mode,  it  would  not  cost  the  United  States  half  the 
money  to  repair  this  road  as  it  would  by  letting 
it  out  in  jobs.    Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  true,  as  my 
ccdieague  has  stated,  I  have  s]>ent  large  sums  of 
money  in  making  roads.    In  that  part  of  the 
country  where  I  live  when  I  am  at  home,  when  I 
first  went  into  it,  when  we  had  to  travel  the  roads, 
with  a  cart  or  wagon  loaded  with  six  or  eight 
hundred  weight,  we  had  to  employ  half  a  dozen 
men,  to  hang  on  one  side  or  the  other,  to  keep  the 
cart  from  turning  over ;  but,  since  we  have  con- 
structed oar  turnpike  roads,  one  man  can  drive 
his  team  with  a  load  of  two  or  three  tons  on  his 
wagon.    And,  sir,  although  these  roads  give  no 
dividends  to  their  owners  or  proprietors,  yet  the 
money  expended  in  making  tnem  is  not  wholly 
lost ;  for  the  farms  and  wild  lands  which  they  ^o 
through,  or  lead  to,  is  worth  double  as  much  as  it 
ever  would  have  been  without  having  these  roads 
made  to  travel  upon.    Mr.  Chairman,  I  know  not 
how  other  gentlemen  feel  about  giving  away  this 
road ;  but^  sir,  if  I  should,  by  niy  vote,  give  away 
two  millions  of  the  United  States  property,  I 
should  not  dare  to  return  home.    Sir,  I  hope  I 
have  made  myself  intelligible  to  Congress ;  and, 
if  1  have,  I  presume  they  will  go  with  me  in  ap- 
propriating a  sum  sufficient  at  once  to  repair  the 
National  road.    Sir,  I  find  some  gentlemen,  who 
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are  in  favor  of  repairing  the  road,  seem  rather  in- 
clined to  vote  to  appropriate  the  mone^  in  the  bill 
which  came  from  the  Senate.  But.  sir,  since  we 
have  the  matter  now  before  us,  I  think  it  would 
be  a  saving  of  time  to  decide  upon  it  at  this  time. 
Sir,  this  road  is  the  property  of  the  nation,  and  I 
think  it  the  duty  of  Congress  to  take  care  of  it. 

When  Mr.  K.  sat  down,  the  Committee  rose, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Satubdat,  February  15. 

Mr.  Pldmer,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petitions  of  Joseph  Noriego,  and  of  Peter  Alva 
Itnd  Francisco  Bonel,  reported  a  bill  to  carry  into 
effect  the  ninth  article  of  the  treatj  concluded  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spam,  on  the  22d  of 
February,  1819 ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Plumer,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
the  subject  has  been  referred,  reported  a  bill  to 
alter  the  times  of  holding  the  district  courts  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Vermont ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  Che  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reportnl  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Coffee ;  whicn  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is  commit- 
ted the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Ross. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred,  on  the  20th  of  December,  1822,  the 
memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Louisiana, 
reported  a  bill  granting  a  tract  of  land  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  parish  of  Point  Coupee,  on  certain 
conditions ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred  on  the  7th  ultimo,  report- 
ed a  hill  concerning  the  signature  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  patents  for  land ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  William0.  of  North  Caro- 
lina, the  House  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Henry  Lee;  and  the  report  in  his  case  having 
been  read,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Coldbn  moved  to  take  up  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims  on  the  case  of  John  G.  Bo- 

Sert ;  and,  on  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was 
ecided  adversely. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoose 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  **An 
act  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank 
of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Colombia."  They 
have  concurred  in  the  amendments  proposed  by 
this  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  divide 
the  State  of  South  Carolina  into  two  judicial  dis- 
tricts," with  an  amendment,  in  which  bill  and 
amendment  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

The  amendment  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^<An  act  to 


extend  the  charter  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alex- 
andria, in  the  District  of  Columbia,'^  was  rm 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oo  the  Db- 
trict  of  Columbia. 

A  Message  received  yesterday  from  the  Pres:- 
oent  of  the  UNfTBo  STATES  was  read,  and  is  i< 
follows : 

7b  the  House  of  Repretentativea  of  the  Vniied  Slsla 

In  compliance  with  a  resolation  of  ihe  Hoest  c! 
Representatives,  of  the  22d  January  Iast«  requestisc 
the  communication  to  the  Hooae  of  all  the  corre^^ 
dence  between  the  Government  of  the  United  Sute 
and  Oreat  Britain,  relatiog  to  the  negotittion  of  it 
convention  of  the  30th  October,  1618,  which  msjM 
be  inconaiatent  with  the  pablie  intereet,— I  tmssi 
herewith  to  the  House  a  report  from  the  Secretiiy  s 
State,  together  with  the  papers  requested  bj  the  n» 
lation  of  the  Hoose.* 

JAME8  MONROL 

Wasbisotov,  February  13,  189S. 

The  Message,  report,  and  documents,  were  !fi^ 
on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  i  repat 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  so  hksi 
of  the  memorial  of  the  General  AssemUf  of  ib 
State  of  Alabama  as  relates  to  the  sale  of  the  pofc- 
lic  lands  in  the  counties  of  Jackson  and  Decats! 
in  that  State,  referred  to  him  on  the  3d  'm'^J^^\ 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  theti^- 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  HolKaif^ 
ter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmittie|  ^ 
statement  of  the  expenditures  at  the  nationaiU' 
mories,  and  of  the  arms  made  and  repaired  ih^reii 
daring  the  year  1822;  rendered  in  obedience  t 
an  act,  passed  on  the  2d  of  April,  17^;  vbic 
letter  and  statement  were  laid  on  the  taUe. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tattnall,  the  Committees 
Naval  AflSiirs  were  instructed  to  inqnire  iot^tk 
propriety  of  continuine  the  pension  heretofore"' 
lowed  to  the  widow  ofthe  late  LieatenastE!^ 
of  the  United  Slates  Navy. 

ADMIRALTY  COURT  AT  LOUIS VILLE-H 

Mr.  Brbckenrioob  moved  to  discharge^ 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  farther  »^ 
eration  of  the  bill  authorizing  the  holding  of  (« 
district  court  in  Louisville,  Kentucky;  which  fi^ 
tion  was  agreed  to. 

In  moving  to  withdraw  this  bill  from  theese- 
mittee,  Mr.  Brgckenrioob  said  he  did  it  bb^ 
an  impressioA  it  would  not  excite  debate,  >^  ^ 
was  unwilling  to  consume  the  time  of  theBv^* 

The  bill  Mng  before  the  House,  and  the  ti«^ 
ment  reported  by  the  Judiciary  Committee  to  d^ 
bill  having  been  concurred  in —  , 

A  discussion  arose  as  to  the  ^'^^^^^f'Z 
jurisdiction  of  the  judge  of  said  court,  i°^.^ 
points  connected  with  his  aathoritf  to  wj^ 
maritime  causes,  dbc,  in  which  Mr.  F.  Jobjtso^ 
of  Kentucky;  Mr.  J.  S.  JoHK»TO!i,ofLoaw** 
Mr.  Breckenrioob,  and  Mr.  J.  T.  JoHKiW' 
Kentucky,  participated. 

[*  For  the  dooaments  accompanjmg  thif  ^^^ 
see  Appendix  to  the  "Annala,"  of  the  McN^r^ 
stona  of  the  Fourteenth  and  FiAaeolh  Cengr^'^^ 
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Mr.  J.  S.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  was  in  favor 
of  passiog  the  bill.  He  said  the  object  of  the  bill 
is  to  authorize  the  district  judge  of  Kentucky  to 
hold  a  court,  at  suitable  periods,  at  Louisville,  for 
the  trial  of  admiralty  and  maritime  causes.  It 
does  not  affirm  or  deny  any  jurisdiction  of  that 
court,  nor  does  it  sanction  any  opinion  that  may 
liaTe  been  given  with  re^rd  to  that  jurisdiction. 
Bat,  while  that  jurisdiction  is  claimed  and  exer- 
ci^,  he  thought  it  would  relieve  the  people  of 
that  State  from  some  of  the  inconveniences  of 
vhich  ihey  complain,  by  trying  those  causes  where 
thej  most  principally  arise.  He  dissented  from 
the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
limiting  the  jurisdiction  to  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the 
tides.  He  said  the  dbtrict  courts,  as  courts  of  ad- 
miralty, have  jurisdiction  concurrent  with  the 
common  law  over  maritime  contracts.  These 
are  not  limited  to  place,  but  relate  to  the  object. 
They  are  not  necessarily  confined  to  the  tides,  but 
derive  their  appellation  from  the  nature  of  the 
&abject.  They  relate  to  business  connected  with 
commerce  and  navigation,  wheresoever  the  same 
may  be  made  or  executed,  or  whatever  the  form 
of  the  contract.  But,  what  is  technically  a  mari- 
time contract,  must,  at  present,  be  left  to  the  en- 
lightened judgments  of  those  courts,  whether  it 
should  be  confined  to  ships  and  to  commerce  upon 
the  ocean,  or  whether  it  extends  into  the  interior 
waters,  or  above  the  tides,  or  to  steamboats,  or  to 
all  subjects  of  navigation,  should  be  settled  by  the 
jadgmenr  of  the  Supreme  Court.  If,  when  that 
jadgment  is  had.  it  is  found  to  have  too  extensive 
ppenitioa,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  Congress  to  limit 
it-  fiat,  whether  maritime  contracts  are,  or  ought 
to  be,  limited  to  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide,  is 
worthy  of  profouod  consideration.  He  said  the 
situation  of  this  country  is  peculiar.  On  our 
porthem  boundary  there  is  a  chain  of  lakes  or 
inhnd  fresh-water  seas,  above  the  tides  of  the 
<)<^t),  and  having  no  perceptible  tides  of  their 
^'  Upon  these  will  bn?  considerable  commerce 
between  several  States  bordering  on  them,  and 
between  them  and  the  British  possessions.  They 
will  be  navigated  by  vessels  of  all  kinds.  He  said 
tbe  limtution  fixea  to  mdfitfme  jurisdiction,  by 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  would  exclude 
thwe  large  waters. 

He  represented  the  rivers  of  the  United  States 
l^netratin^far  into  the  interior.  The  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  rivers  form  a  communication  between 
two  States,  and  from  each  of  them  to  the  ocean. 
lo  one  only  of  which  does  the  tide  ebb  and  flow. 
The  nature  of  the  commerce-  carried  on  would 
^  to  require  the  exercise  of  maritime  jurisdic- 
tion to  a  certain  extent,  but  to  what  extent,  and 
Qoder  what  limitation,  deserves  consideration.  He 
-^id  the  situation  of  England  furnished  nothing 
aoalogous.  Her  navigation  is  confined  to  tide 
waters,  and  is  intimately  connected  witb  the 
ocean. 

He  said  he  bad  heard  of  the  decisions  in  Ken- 
^ocVy,  and  knew  they  were  complained  of,  and 
perhaps  the  jurisdiction  had  been  asserted  further 
than  the  application  of  general  principles  to  the 
localities  or  this  country  would  justify.    But,  he 
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said,  he  wished  a  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court 
upon  the  case. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  saw  nothing  to  be  alarmed  at, 
in  the  exercise  of  this  jurisdiction.  It  did  not 
introduce  a  new  code  of  laws.  The  law  of  mari- 
time contracts  is  the  same  in  all  the  States,  and, 
indeed,  in  all  commercial  countries. 

He  said  these  courts  have  unquestionable  juris- 
diction over  all  civil  causes  arising  between  cities 
of  diflferent  States ;  so  that  the  gentleman  could 
only  deny  the  jurisdiction  of  the  district  court  over 
the  citizens  of  the  same  State;  and,  with  reeard 
to  the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  mode  of  proceeding, 
and  form  of  execution,  he  understood  they  were 
conformable  to  the  laws  of  the  States. 

The  real  cause  of  complaint,  in  that  State,  he 
understood  to  be  the  application  of  maritime  law 
and  liens  to  steamboats,  and  the  distance  of  the 
courts  from  the  parties.  He  had  given  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  limiting  the  lurisdiction  to  tide 
water,  some  attention,  in  the  Judiciary  Committee. 
He  was  satisfied  the  bill  could  not  pass  without 
discussion,  and  could  not  pass  this  session.  In  the 
mean  time,  he  thought  the  courts  ought  to  be  held 
at  the  most  convenient  place. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  felt 
considerable  embarrassment  on  this,  as  well  as  on 
other  occasions,  in  addressing  the  House — ^more 
especially  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  when 
time  is  precious.  But  feeling  it  his  peculiar  duty 
to  oppose  the  measure  under  consideration,  he  felt 
assured  he  should  be  pardoned  in  submitting  a  few 
observations. 

I  am  not  only,  said  he,  opposed  to  the  measure, 
in  principle,  as  a  violation  or  the  Constitution,  ana 
as  impairing  State  rights,  but  my  immediate  con- 
stituents are  interested,  and  opposed  to  its  adop- 
tion. The  House  will  recollect,  that  the  District 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of 
Kentucky,  is  located  in  Frankfbrt,  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment of  that  State.  That  court  has  exercised 
admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdiction  upon  con- 
tracts springing  from  the  trade  cak'ried  on  between 
the  dinerent  states,  upon  fresh  water  navigable 
streams ;  which  trade  nad  no  connexion  witn  the 
ocean.  Upon  a  careful  examination  of  this  sub- 
ject, with  reference  to  the  Constitution  and  laws 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  authorities  bearing 
upon  it,  I  feel  convinced  that  the  jurisdiction  thus 
exercised  is  unwarranted,  and  of  dangerous  ten- 
dency. Upon  many  other  subjects,  involving 
State  sovereignty  and  State  rights,  in  the  remotest 
degree,  gentlemen  have  displayed  great  sensibility. 
A  thorough  investi|fatibn  of  this  subject,  has  con- 
vinced me  that  this  is  a  proper  occasion  for  gen- 
tlemen to  feel  sensitive,  and  to  display  their  elo- 
quence and  their  talents. 

I  am  well  aware  that  Constitutional  violations, 
and  a  disregard  to  State  rights,  have  been  so  fre- 
quently involved  in  our  discussions,  that,  whenever 
they  are  mentioned,  many  gentlemen  are  disposed 
to  consider  it  mere  rant ;  and,  without  a  just  dis- 
crimination, such  arguments  have  a  fatal  tendency. 

We  are  told,  that  the  passage  of  this  bill  wtU 
have  no  effect  to  sanction  tne  exercise  of  admiralty 
and  maritime  jurisdiction,  beyond  the  Constita- 
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tional  limit.  I  differ  with  gentlemen  in  this  con- 
struction. I  contend  that  no  maritime  cases  can 
arise  from  the  interior  commerce;  consequently, 
no  admiralty  jurisdiction  can  be  exercised  in 
Kentucky.  For  there  is  no  commerce  existing  in 
that  State,  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  which,  by 
continuation  of  the  same  vovage,  is  directly  con- 
nected with  the  ocean.  If  tne  position  be  correct, 
that  we  have  no  such  cases,  or  that  very  few,  by 
possibility,  may  arise,  a  sufficient  inducement  is 
not  furnished  to  impose  upon  the  judge  this  addi- 
tional burden  of  riding  fifty  or  sixty  miles,  to  hold 
a  separate  court.  If  we  are  prepared  to  increase 
the  labors  of  the  judge,  we  should  be  prepared  to 
incur  the  additional  expense,  and  increase  his  sal- 
ary in  a  corresponding  degree,  and  to  meet  other 
expenses  incident  to  this  measure. 

A  bill  has  been  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  defining  admiralty  and  maritime 
jurisdiction,  and  excluding  from  its  operations  all 
contracts  concerning  the  trade  or  commerce  car- 
ried on  within  the  interior  of  any  State  or  Ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States,  upon  navigable  waters', 
when  such  trade  or  commerce  stops  snort  of,  or  is 
limited  to,  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide.  This 
seems  to  be  conceded,  as  containing  the  genuine 
construction  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  which 
gives  this  jurisdiction  to  the  courts ;  the  inevitable 
result  of  which  is,  to  deprive  the  courts  of  the 
interior  of  the  rightful  exercise  of  this  oower. 

But,  my  friend  from  Louisiana  (Mr.  J.  S.John- 
ston) has  observed,  that  we  ought  to  leave  it  with 
the  courts  to  decide  the  extent  of  Constitutional 
power  in  regard  to  this  subject.  Have  we  not  an 
«qual  and  even  a  paramount  right  to  explain  and 
define  Constitutional  grants  of  power  ?  Is  not 
this  power  involved  and  exercised  in  every  legis- 
lative act  of  this  body  t  The  courts  exist  alone 
by  legislative  enaction :  and  we  prescribe  to  them 
their  respective  orbits.  We  have  the  unquestion- 
able right,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  exercise  it.  Ex- 
perience has  proven,  that  there  is  no  subject  which 
more  imperiously  demands  our  control.  The 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  has  decided 
the  necessity  of  legislative  interposition  in  ques- 
tions of  this  description. 

In  a  famous  criminal  prosecution,  which  occur- 
red some  years  since  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
they  decided  that  Congress  alone  possesses  power 
to  extend  or  limit  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Admiralty 
Courts.  The  crime  of  murder  was  committed  in 
a  vessel  of  the  United  States  in  the  port  of  Boston, 
within  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide,  yet  the  court 
decided^  that,  as  the  crime  was  committed  within 
the  jurisdictional  limits  of  a  State,  they  had  no 
jurisdiction,  as  Congress  had  not  provided  for  such 
a  case.  This  decision  seems  to  oe  founded  upon 
respect  for  the  sovereignty  of  the  States.  Tney 
did  not  believe  the  power  was  given  to  them  by 
that  clause  in  the  Constitution  which  gives  to  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  the  decision  "  of  all 
cases  of  admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdiction," 
without  an  act  of  Congress.  I  am  supported  in 
my  pK)sition  by  this  hiffh  authority,  not  only  as  to 
the  ri^ht,  but  the  absolute  necessity  of  legislative 
provision. 


Every  State  in  this  Union  is  deeply  ioteteu^ 
in  this  great  question.  It  afiects  them  ritiUv.uJ 
should  awaken  their  energies. 

We  are  also  told  that  great  ioconTeDieocewool^ 
result  to  various  parts  of  the  United  State,  if  wf 
were  to  define  and  limit  admiralty  jurisdiction  tc 
contracts  arising  from  the  commerce  of  the  h^ 
seas.  If  such  a  construction  is  to  be  gi?en  totiu 
clause  in  the  Constitution,  as  to  rest  m  the antt: 
of  the  United  States  a  control  over  the  comoaK 
of  the  interior  navigable  streams,  upon  the  groiini: 
of  expediency,  the  same  argument  would  exiat^ 
the  like  jurisdiction  to  the  commerce  by  iasii 
And  thus  you  would  have  not  only  yoar  steas- 
boats,  and  other  small  craft,  subject  to  this  jo::- 
diction,  but  your  wagons,  dtc. 

But  1  deny  that  inconvenience  results  frois  tiK 
doctrine  which  I  advocate.  For,  there  is  m 
safety  in  State  regulations  than  in  tbecostoBi's: 
foreign  courts,  by  which  code  Admiraltf  C^^ 
are  governed.  Our  trade  has  long  safely  repcx-i 
under  this  system,  and  it  has  sufiered  no  iocooTr 
nience  for  the  want  of  an  Admiralty  Court. 

To  test  the  correctness  of  these  declaration^.^ 
us  attend  to  some  of  the  consequeDces  tm'X 
from  this  maritime  code.  We  have  been  u^ii^'- 
to  consider  the  trial  by  jury  as  the  greatest  hIt 
guard  to  personal  rights,  as  well  astotberi^ii^'^ 
property.  But  this  maritime  code  recogoi^'C  <>'' 
such  right  as  trial  by  jury.  It  Is  the  ^'^^ 
province  of  those  courts  to  decide  both  iIk /*'' 
and  the  fact  Shall  this  imporuot  bnacU^ 
abandoned  upon  the  ground  of  conTeDieoce,v^f' 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stotes  goannii^ 
it  in  criminal,  as  well  as  all  civil  cases  where  t^^ 
amount  in  controversy  exceeds  the  sumoftvea? 
dollars. 

When  the  bill  was  before  us,  increasiDg  tbejJ- 
risdiction  of  magistrates  of  this  Distnci  f^« 
twenty  to  fifty  dollars,  it  was  opposed  bftbeoa^' 
decisive  and  eloquent  appeals  to  the  CoustiKitioD, 
in  consequence  of  its  dispensing  with  the  ato- 
Tcntion  of  a  jury.  These  appeals  were  not  m 
in  vain  ;  and  the  bill  was  so  amended  as  to  exta^- 
this  right 

In  Kentucky,  this  jurisdiction  has  cmbnc»''^ 
its  wide  scope,  almost  all  cases  tou<cbiDgthecc^' 
merce  of  the  interior  navigable  waters.  It  ^' 
been  extended,  as  I  am  informed,  Co  sods  Ti»|a 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  magistrate,  equally  vi^ 
sums  of  the  greatest  magnitude.   The  IhUs  of* 
tavernkeeper,  who  has  furnished  the  haodj  ^- 
boarding;  the  account  of  the  merchant, who l^ 
sold  goods  J  the  charges  of  the  carpentcn  taa 
mechanics,  who  have  been  employed  in  boilwsC 
the  boats;  the  timber  supplied  from  th«'j>^; 
all  crowded  into  the  district  court  of  the  Udi^ 
States,  as  a  Court  of  Admiralty,  subject  toiU^ 
rigor  of  its  process  before,  and  a  diftwntexecjw 
law  after  judgment,  with  a  vast  increa.<eoia- 
pense.    The  State  tribunals  abandoned,  i\^' 
carried  home  to  every  citizen*  ...   w. 

If  the  Federal  courts  can  bring  within^ 
vortex  all  those  cases,  where  will  tbeir  juri^ 
stop?  Look  to  the  canal  of  New  York.  »^ 
number  of  ressels  gliding  upon  its  bosoa. 
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the  same  propriety,  this  jurisdiction  may  embrace 
all  contracts,  express  or  implied,  arising  from  this 
canal  navigation ;  and  this  in  defiance  of  State 
regulations.  The  same  may  happen  in  relation 
to  every  State  in  the  Union  that  may  adopt  the 
policy  of  New  York.  The  more  we  reflect  upon 
this  subject,  the  more  we  will  be  alarmed  at  this 
mighty  power.  Does  Constitutional  power  depend 
OQ  contingencies?  Is  the  Constitution  to  be  so 
construed  as  to  suit  the  conveniences  of  to-day,  or 
to  avoid  the  inconveniences  of  to-morrow  ?  Will 
we  sanction  that  doctrine  which  makes  necessity 
the  arbiter  of  Constitutional  law  ?  If  this  be  the 
correct  rule  of  constrnetion,  then  surely  our  writ- 
ten Constitution  is  but  a  rope  of  sand,  not  worth 
maintaining.  This  doctrine,  so  monstrous,  should 
be  exploded.  Convenience  and  necessity  govern 
OS  to-day,  and  the  measure  we  adopt  is  in  accor- 
dance with  the  Constitution  !  But,  at  a  subse- 
quent period,  our  condition  is  changed,  and  then 
the  same  measure  becomes  repugnant  to  that 
sacred  instrument. 

Here  Mr.  J.  was  interrupted  by  Mr.  Brecken- 
RioGE,  who  expressed  a  wish  that  the  bill  should 
lie  on  the  table — that  he  had  not  expected  any 
opposition  to  it. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  felt  no  disposition  to  trespass  on 
the  time  of  the  House  unnecessarily.  And.  as  his 
friend  ^Mr.  Breckenridge)  had  signified  nis  de- 
sire to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  he  would  desist 
from  further  remarks,  and  submit  that  motion 
himself.  That  he  had  not  anticipated  any  motion 
in  regard  to  this  measure,  and  was  rather  taken 
by  surprise ;  and  nothing  but  a  sense  of  duty  would 
hare  induced  him  to  object  to  the  passage  of  the 
bill. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  laid  on  the  table. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  Mr.  Condict^  of  New  Jersey,  in 
the  chair ;  the  resumption  of  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  Government,  yes- 
terday under  consideration,  being  the  first  business 
before  the  Committee. 

The  question  pendine  before  the  Committee 
^s  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Trimble,  to  insert  an 
appropriation  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  for 
^e  repair  and  preservation  of  the  Cumberland 
Road. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  suggested  to  Mr. 
TRmBi.E,  whether  it  would  not  be  tetter  to  allow 
the  Committee  to  proceed  through  this  bill,  with- 
out pressing  this  amendment,  and  then  take  up 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  making  the  appropriation 
of  twentyr-five  thousand  dollars  for  the  repair  and 
preservation  of  the  Cumberland  road.  Mr.  McL. 
was  an  advocate  of  this  appropriation,  and  be 
wonld  afford  every  facility  to  the  prompt  passage 
of  the  bill  from  the  Senate.  He  thought  this 
coarse  would  accomplish  the  object  in  view  more 
readily  than  to  persevere  in  the  attempt  to  engraft 
the  appropriation  on  the  present  bill  with  which 
It  had  no  natural  connexion. 

Mr.  Trimblb  yielded  to  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 


McLane,  and  withdrew  the  motion  he  had  made 
to  insert  .the  appropriation  for  the  Cumberland 
road. 

Mr.  Wright  thereupon  renewed  the  motion 
which  Mr.  Trimble  had  withdrawn,  and  followed 
it  with  some  remarks  in  favor  of  the  appropriation 
for  the  road. 

Mr.  McLane  replied,  to  show  that  Mr.  Wright 
had  misunderstood  his  object  in  suggesting  the 
withdrawal  of  the  motion,  and  that  tne  course  he 
had  proposed  would  facilitate  a  decision  of  the 
appropriation  for  the  road,  and  probably  assist  its 
passage. 

Mr.  A.  Smtth,  of  Virginia,  rose,  and  proceeded 
to  submit  at  large  his  sentiments  in  opposition 
to  the  constitutionality  of  the  appropriation,  and 
had  spoken  some  time,  when 

Mr.  Wright  rose,  and  intimated  a  wish  to 
withdraw  the  motion  he  had  made ;  but 

Mr.  Smtth  refused  to  yield  the  floor,  and  pro- 
ceeded with  his  remarks.  He  continued  to  speak 
about  an  hour  against  the  appropriation  as  uncon- 
stitutional. 

Mr.  S.  spoke  as  follows:  This,  said  he,  is  a 
proposition  to  make  an  appropriation  of  money 
for  keeping  a  road  in  repair.  No  appropriation 
has  yet  been  made  for  such  a  purpose ;  and.  it  is 
incumbent  on  the  House  to  consider  maturely  the 
consequences  which  are  to  follow.  This  appro- 
priation should  not  be  made,  unless  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  Congress  to  keep  this  road  in  repair,  for- 
ever^ at  the  public  expense ;  and  not  only  this  road, 
but  the  roads  whicn  may  be  made  to  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and  Michigan.  Con- 
gress are  under  no  obligation  whatever  to  repair 
this  road ;  and  it  is  no  more  expedient  to  do  so, 
than  it  is  to  repair  other  roads  within  the  United 
States. 

'Those  who  are  of  opinion  that  Congress  have 
power  to  execute  a  system  of  internal  improve- 
ment, may  vote  for  this  appropriation  ;  and  those 
who  are  of  opinion  that,  although  Congress  have 
no  power  to  make  internal  improvements,  they 
may  appropriate  money  for  that  purpose,  may  vojte 
for  this  appropriation.  It  therefore  becomes  my 
duty,  as  I  am  altogether  opposed  to  the  measure, 
to  combat  each  oi  those  opinions,  and  to  show, 
that  Congress  have  no  authority  either  to  make 
internal  improvements,  or  to  appropriate  money 
for  that  purpose. 

We  have  been  told,  that  Constitutional  ques- 
tions are  too  often  raised  in  this  House.  However 
that  may  be,  the  question  that  now  arises  is  one 
of  doubt  and  difficulty,  and  claims  the  serious  at- 
tention of  Congress.  The  Fourteenth  Congress 
claimed  thepower  to  make  internal  i^hprovements. 
They  passed  a  bill  for  that  purpose,  on  which  the 
late  President  (Mr.  Madison)  put  his  negative, 
being  of  opinion  that  they  did  not  possess  the 
power.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Fifteenth  Congress, 
the  present  President  communicated  to  them  bis 
opinion,  that  they  did  not  possess  this  power.  The 
question  was  discussed  in  the  first  session  of  that 
Congress ;  during  eight  days  in  March,  1818,  it 
was  debated,  and  this  claim  of  power  was  advo- 
cated  with  a  degree  of  ability  perhaps  seldom  ex- 
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ceeded  $  when  the  folio  wing  resolutions  were  sev- 
erally rejected : 

'*  Resolved,  That  Congreis,  under  the  Conititutioo, 
hts  power  to  confttract  po«t«K>ads  and  military  roads." 
Yeas  8S,  nays  84. 

*'IU9oivedt  That  Congress  hsa  power,  under  the 
Constitution,  to  construct  roads  and  canals,  necessary 
between  the  States.'*    Yeas  71,  nays  95. 

*' Resoivedf  That  Congress  hsj  power,  under  the 
Constitution,  to  construct  canals  for  military  purpo- 
ses."   Yeas  8 1 ,  n  ay s  83. 

And  so  it  was  determined,  on  great  deliberation, 
that  Congress  do  not  possess  power  to  make  inter- 
nal improvements. 

At  the  last  session,  a  bill  passed  for  erecting 
turnpike  ^tes  on  the  Cumberland  road,  which 
assumed  the  power  necessary  to  make  internal 
improvements.  The  President  put  his  negative 
upon  it,  and  returned  it  with  his  objections.  On 
the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  pass?"  (the  Presi- 
dent's objection  notwithstanding,). a  majority  of 
this  House  voted  against  it;  and  thus  showing 
that  the  reason  why  the  bill  at  first  passed  the 
House  waS|  it  had  not  received  due  consideration. 
Tbe  question  whether  Congress  have  power  to 
make  internal  improvements,  or  not,  is  not  only 
an  unsettled  question,  but  one  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance, and  deserves  the  most  patient  attention 
and  deliberation. 

It  has  been  contended  that  Congress  have  power 
to  regulate  commerce  between  the  several  States, 
and  therefore  may  construct  roads  and  canals. 
But  the  commerce  here  to  be  regulated  is  thajt  &e- 
tween  the  several  States.  And  it  certainly  was 
not  intended  by  these  words  to  confer  on  Congress 
power  to  make  internal  improvements.  Had  it 
been  intended  by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution 
that  Congress  should  have  power  to  make  inter- 
nal improvements,  it  would  have  been  conferred 
in  an  effectual  manner;  and  they  would  not  have 
been  restricted^to  such  roads  or  canals  as  crossed 
the  boundary  line  between  different  States.  Con- 
gress have  no  claim,  under  this  clause,  to  power 
to  regulate  the  commerce  of  the  citizens  of  any 
State  among  themselves ;  and  therefore  could 
not,  under  it,  assume  power  to  make  any  improve- 
ments lying  entirely  within  the  boundaries  of  any 
State.  The  commerce  between  the  States  which 
Congress  have  power  to  regulate  is  the  coasting 
trade,  and  duties  on  goods  passing  from  one  State 
into  another.  It  was  so  understood  by  those  who 
adopted  the  Constitution,  and  by  those  who  rec- 
ommended that  adoption.  One  of  the  States,  in 
adopting  the  Constitution,  proposed  an  amend- 
ment "  that  no  navigation  law,  or  law  regulating 
commerce,  shall  be  passed  without  consent  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  present  in  both  Houses." 
From  which,  it  would  seem  that  they  considered 
navigation  laws  and  laws  r^ulating  commerce 
assynonymous* 

The  Constitution  declares  that  "  no  preference 
'  shall  be  given  by  any  regulation  of  commerce  or 

*  revenue  to  the  ports  of  one  State  over  those  of 

*  another;"  and  a  writer  in  the  Federalist  told  the, 
people  that  "  a  very  material  object  of  this  power 

*  was  the  relief  of  the  States  which  import  and 


'  export  through  other  States,  from  the  improper 
'  contributions  levied  on  them  by  the  latter.'' 
The  regulation  of  commerce  means  the  laws  re- 
specting commerce ;  and  it  is  a  strange  construc- 
tion that  it  signifies  power  to  make  roads  and 
canals. 

It  is  said  that  roads  and  canals  will  facilitate 
making  war;  this  Government  may  make  war; 
and,  therefore,  as  a  preparation  for  war,  may,  in 
time  of  peace,  construct  roads  and  canals.  Sir, 
if  it  is  suflicient  to  authorize  Congress  to  exercise 
a  power,  that  it  will  faciUUUe  the  exercise  of  some 
one  of  the  granted  powers,  I  know  not  what  sub- 
ject will  escape  the  powers  of  Congress.  You 
have  power  to  maintain  and  provide  armies,  and 
a  navy ;  it  would  facilitate  their  maintenance  to 
regulate  the  agriculture  of  the  coantry;  to  pre- 
scribe to  every  landholder  how  much  of  his  land 
he  shall  cultivate  in  wheat,  how  much  in  pota- 
toes, dbc.;  so  you  may  regulate  the  markets  lo  pre- 
vent the  too  great  increase  of  the  price  of  provi- 
sions.  It  is  said  that  roads  and  canals  will 
facilitate  and  give  security  to  commerce.  If  gir- 
ing  such  facility  and  security  is  sufficient  to  ao- 
thorize  the  assumption  of  power  by  Congress,  we 
may  take  upon  us  to  regulate  the  police,  as  well 
of  the  cities  as  the  country,  as  this  will  racilltate 
and  give  security  to  commerce;  we  may  ereo 
take  upon  us  the  administration  of  justice,  and 
make  void  the  State  laws  imposing  taxes  oo  mer- 
cantile licenses.  But  I  contend  that  we  have 
notlflng  to  do  with  roads  and  canak ;  this  powa 
is  not  only  not  given  to  us,  but  was  expressly 
withheld.  It  was  proposed  in  the  ConventioD  that 
there  should  be  a  Secretary  of  Domestic  Afiairs, 
whose  duty  it  should  be  *'  to  attend  to  matters  of 
<  a  general  police,  the  state  of  agricoltare,  snd 
*  manufacturet,  the  opening  of  roads  and  naviga- 
^  tion,  and  the/oci^ila^iii^  communications  through 
'  the  United  States."  who  should  recommend  Mch 
measures  and  establishments  as  might  tOMl  to  pro- 
mote those  objects.  This  proposition  was  re- 
jected ;  and  I  have  high  authority  for  maintaining 
that  powers  thus  refined  are  to  be  considered  as 
withheld.  When  the  appropriatioQs  for  carrying 
the  British  Treaty  were  under  coaatdemtion,  the 
Hotue  of  Representatives  applied  to  Ike  Presideot, 
Washington,  askins  him  to  commanicale  cer 
tain  papers  having  relation  to  that  treaty;  be  re- 
fused, and  assigned  as  a  reason  for  his  refasal^ 
that  a  proposition  had  been  made  in  conventioa 
that  the  House  of  Representatives  should  partici- 
pate in  the  formation  of  treatiesi  which  propor- 
tion was  rejected.  That  the  rejection  by  the 
Convention  of  a  proposition  to  give  power  to  thii 
Government  over  the  general  police,  roads,  and 
navigation,  is  evidence  that  this  Govenunent  does 
not  possess  such  power. 

It  is  said  that  we  have  power  to  establish  post 
roads ;  that  to  establish,  signifies  to  create ;  and 
therefore  we  may  construct  roads.  Here  I  will 
observe^  that  whatever  power  you  have  in  rela- 
tion to  roads  is  confined  to  post  roads»  For,  o 
you  may  construct  all  kinds  of  roadsy  it  was  itv- 
less  to  give  you  a  special  power  to  establish  fo^ 
roads.    But  power  is  given  yoo  toeMblishpo^^ 
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roads;  therefore  you  ha^e  no  powers  in  relation 
to  other  roads.    If  it  was  even  conceded  that  es- 
taHiA  signifies  OMufrw^,  you  would  only  have 
power  to  coBstruet  post  roads;  and  a  special 
power  to  eonstmct  post  roads  would  destroy  your 
claim  to  a  general  power  to  cfonstruct  commercial 
and  military  roads.    For  here  would  be  a  special 
power  in  relation  to  roads  delegated,  and  others 
Bot  delected  would  be  considered  to  be  retained. 
And  if  m  €h»  clause  "  establish"  signifies  ''  con- 
struct," you  have  no  claim  to  the  use  of  any  roa^ls 
as  post  roads,  except  those  which  you  construct. 
But  does  "establisn"  signify  (reoto  or  carutrud  7 
We  should  allow  to  thb  word  the  signification 
with  which  it  was  used  by  the  framers  of  the 
CoDstitQtion.    We  read  therein,  of  establishing 
justice;  establishing  this  Constitution;  establish- 
ag  an  aniform  rule ;  establishing  post  offices  and 
post  roads ;  establishing  courts ;  establishing  of- 
fices; an  establishment  of  religion ;  the  establish- 
ment of  this  Constitution.    E^abliah,  as  used  by 
the  Convention,  uniformly  signifies  ta  give  legal 
exbtence ;  it  never  sign  iocs  to  build  or  construct 
bj  labor.    The  Convention  formed  the  Constitu- 
tion; bat  it  is  *'  we  the  people"  who  are  said  to 
otahlish  it ;  and  it  is  provided  that  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  conventions  of  nine  States  shall  be 
^sufficient  for  tbe  establishment  of  this  Constitu- 
tion/' not  for  its  formation  or  creation — that  was 
done  by  the  General  Convention — ^bot  to  give  it 
legal  existence.    In  this  siffnification  the  word 
generally  occurs  in  our  public  acts.    A  road  ex- 
ttts,  having  been  constructed  for  all  who  choose 
to  pass  thereon  ;  it  is  a  law  which  establishes  it  a 
post  road.    A  port  exists ;  it  is  a  law  that  estab- 
lishes it  a  port  of  entry.    The  departments  of  the 
Goreroment  are  estauished  by  law.    In  the  like 
Bense  this  word  was  used  in  the  Articles  of  Con- 
federation, wherein  the  framers  thereof  speak  of 
atablishiog  rules,  establishing  courts,  of  regula- 
tions established,  4lc,    In  this  sense  the  word  was 
vsed  not  only  by  the  first  Congress,  (whose  con- 
struction, as  a  contemporaneous  one,  is  entitled  to 
Kspect,)  but  by  every  succeeding  Congress,  for 
thirty  years.    On  looking  into  their  acts,  we  uni- 
formly find,  <<  And  be  Ufwiher  enacted,  that  the  fol- 
k^wiog  be  eetaJUUhed  as  post  roads,  viz.^''  from 
><ich  a  place  to  such  a  plaee ;  thus  proving  that 
^hey  considered  a  legal  designation  as  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  post  road,  and  not  its  construction. 
The  States  have  made  the  roads  which  are  used 
as  post  roads,  and  they  are  kept  in  repair  by  la- 
borers assigned  by  the  State  laws,  or  by  turnpike 
companies.    If  you  assume  jurisd  ic  tion  over  those 
nnds,  what  will  become  of  the  rights  of  those 
Gom^MiQies'?    If  you  have  a  right  to  the  roads,  will 
yoa  not  contend  that  the  means  of  keeping  them 
i&  repair  fdlows,  and  that  you  therefore  may  com- 
i&and  the  service  of  the  neighboring  laborers  ?   If 
you  do  not  assume  the  exclusive  jurisdiction,  there 
will  be  an  interference  of  authority ;  and  concur- 
'rat  jurisdiction  cannot  exist  of  the  same  thing  at 
the  same  time.    How  was  the  Constitution  un- 
derstood, in  this  respect,  by  the  people?    It  was 
understood  that  the  States  retained  their  internal 
police ;  and  neither  the  friends  nor  the  enemies  of 


the  Constitution  ever  alleged  that  the  care  of  the 
roads  devolved  on  the  General  Government.  If 
the  power  of  internal  improvement  is  with  Con- 
gress, and  they  may  assume  jurisdiction  over  the 
State  roads,  they  may  also  seize  on  the  State 
canals;  and  the  great  canal  of  New  York  may, 
fas  an  honorable  member  from  that  State,  Mx. 
CoLDEN,  has  suggested  to  me,)  become  the  pro- 
perty of  the  United  States,  at  a  price  to  be  nxed 
oy  a  jury. 

From  the  claim  of  powers,  made  on  behalf  of 
the  Government  to  execute  a  system  of  internal 
improvement,  I  will  pass  to  that  other  claim,  re- 
commended by  high  authority,  of  the  power  to 
appropriate  the  money  of  the  people  to  effect  ob- 
jects which  are  not  within  the  Constitutional 
powers  of  Congress.  This  doctrine  seems  to  me 
to  be  not  well  founded,  and  dangerous,  and  can- 
not have  my  assent.  The  first  op|tnion  of  the  dis- 
tinguished man  who  now  maintains  this  doctrine 
was,  that  Congress  possess  no  such  power.  This 
is  a  material  circumstance ;  for  he  was  present  at 
the  formation  and  adoption  of  the  Constitution; 
and  the  o])inion,  which  he  then  entertained  of  its 
meaning,  is  entitled  to  particular  respect ;  his  con- 
temporaneous construction  is  to  be  preferred  to  a 
different  one  given  thirty  years  after  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  power  granted  by  the  peo- 
ple to  this  Government,  which  they  would  'be 
more  inclined  strictly  to  limit,  than  the  power  of 
taxation.  It  is  one,  to  the  exercise  of  which, 
they  always  manifest  great  sensibility.  Can  it  be 
that  this  cautious  people,  while  they  have  care- 
fully limited  and  prescribed  the  objects  to  which 
the  powers  of  Congress  shall  extend,  have  grant- 
ed an  unlimited  power  to  raise  ana  appropriate 
money  to  objects  to  which  the  powers  of  Congress 
do  not  extend  1  Can  they  have  granted  to  Con- 
gress power  to  take  from  their  pockets,  not  only 
the  money  necessary  to  execute  the  Constitutional 
powers  of  the  Gbvemment,  but  also  as  much 
more  as  Congress  may  please,  for  purposes  which 
this  Government  has  no  Constitutional  power  to 
effect?  I  say,  i)o.  The  people  have  granted  no 
such  power.  Would  the  people  have  granted 
such  a  power,  had  it  been  explicitly  asked  of 
them  ?  I  say  that  they  would  have  derided  such 
a  proposition ;  and  had  the  Constitution  contain- 
ed a  grant  of  such  a  grant  of  power,  it  never 
would  have  been  adopted  by  them.  It  was  de- 
clared to  the  people,  that  the  power  of  taxation 
was  limited,  by  tne  addition  of  the  words,  <^  to 
pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defence 
and  ^neral  welfare  of  the  United  States."  Mr. 
Madison,  in  the  Federalist,  speakinc;  of  the  objec- 
tion made  to  this  clause,  says :  "What  color  can 
^  the  objection  have,  wnen  a  specification  of  the 
'  objects  alluded  to  bv  these  general  terms  imme- 
*  diately  follows,  and  is  not  even  separated  by  a 
'  longer  pause  than  a  semicolon  ?"  He  quotes 
from  the  Articles  of  Confederation  this  clause: 
"All  charges  of  wan  and  all  other  expenses  that 
'  shall  be  incurred  for  the  common  defence  and 
'  general  welfare,  and  allowed  by  the  United 
'  States  in  Congress  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  a 
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<  common  treasury,"  &c.  And  he  adds,  "  What 
'  would  have  been  thought  of  that  Assembly,  if 
'  attaching  themselves  to  these^eneral  expressions, 
^  and,  disreffarding  the  specifications  which  as- 

<  certain  and  limit  their  import,  they  had  exercis- 
'  ed  an  unlimited  power  of  providing  for  the  gen- 
'  eral  welfare  ?" 

Congress  are  authorized  to  raise  money  by  tax- 
es, to  provide  for  the  general  welfare;  and  the 
question  which  has  arisen  is,  can  Congress  give 
money,  to  have  done  what  they  have  no  power  to 
do '?  I  maintain  the  negative.  Congress  are  to 
provide  for  the  general  welfare,  by  executing  their 
granted  powers ;  the  money,  thus  expended,  is  ex- 
pended for  the  general  welfare.  But  it  may  be 
contended,  that  Congress  have  power  to  raise  mo- 
ney "  to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence  and  general  welfare;"  and  that 
'^  general  welfare"  means  some  thing  more  than 
defence.  It  does  so.  The  debts  were,  perhaps, 
those  then  due;  providing  for  the  common  de- 
fence, comprises  the  expense  of  armies,  navies, 
fortifications,  arsenals,  arming  the  militia,  &c.i 
providing  for  the  general  welfare  has  a  more  ex- 
tensive signification,  and  comprises  the  expenses 
of  the  civil  government,  foreign  intercourse,  com- 
merce, mint,  post  office,  &c. 

Sir.  I  hold  that,  if  Congress  have  not  power  to 
do  wnat  the  money  is  to  be  expended  in  doing, 
they  have  no  right  to  appropriate  it  to  that  pur- 
pose. The  first  clause  oi  the  eighth  section  of  the 
Constitution  grants  no  other  power  than  the  pow- 
er of  taxation,  which  it  limits.  It  contains  no 
power  of  appropriation,  or  of  application.  The 
power  to  appropriate  and  apply  the  money,  will 
DC  found  either  in  some  of  the  following  clauses, 
or  in  the  general  declaratory  clause,  that  Congress 
shall  have  power  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  and 
proper  to  carry  into  execution  the  granted  powers. 
Congress  are  authorized  to  appropriate  the  money 
of  the  people  no  otherwise  tnan  by  law;  but  this 
is  not  all  that  the  people  require;  they  require 
that  '^  a  regular  statement  and  account  of  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  all  public  money  shall  be  pub- 
lished from  time  to  time."  It  is  not  the  appropri- 
ations made  bv  law  that  are  meant  by  this  clause, 
it  is  the  actual  disbursements  of  the  public  money, 
of  which  an  account  is  required  bv  the  people.  If 
you  call  on  one  of  tlie  heads  of  Departments  for 
the  expenditures  of  his  Department^  would  you  be 
content  with  a  list  of  the  appropriations  ?  I  be- 
lieve you  would  not.  How  shall  this  account  of 
expenditures  be  obtained,  when  the  money  is  ex- 
pended, bf  some  State  corporation  on  a  canal  or 
road?  Sir,  the  people  expect  that  their  money 
shall  be  expendea  by  the  accountable  officers  of 
this  Government,  in  the  execution  of  the  powers 
granted  by  them.  We  are  the  agents  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  no  agent  has  a  right  to  spend  the  money 
of  his  principal,  otherwise  than  in  the  execution  of 
his  powers. 

Cfongress  are  declared  *'  to  have  power  to  make 
all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  to 
carry  into  execution"  the  ff ranted  powers.  So 
far  as  respects  the  grants  of  power  to  Congress, 
this  clause  contains  no  new  grant  of  power ;  so 


far  as  respects  the  powers  vested  in  the  Govern- 
ment, or  in  a  department  or  officer  of  the  GoTerii- 
ment,  perhaps  it  does  confer  an  additional  powtr 
in  Congress,  and  is  a  restriction  on  the  powers 
granted  to  them.  They  shall  pass  no  law  even 
to  carry  into  execution  the  powers  granted  to 
them,  except  such  as  is  ''necessary  and  proper^' 
for  carrying  them  into  execution.  Then^  tbey 
cannot  pass  a  law  which  is  not  necessary  ud 
proper  to  carry  a  granted  power  into  execation, 
and  which  does  not  even  relate  to  one  of  the 
granted  powers. 

"  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury, 
but  in  consequence  of  appropriations  made  by 
law."  An  appropriation  law,  as  well  as  erery 
other  law,  must  be  necessary  and  proper  to  carry 
into  execution  some  grantee!  power.  Unless  it  is 
so,  it  is  not  passed  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitn- 
tion ;  it  is  passed  without  authority,  and  is  a  vio- 
lation of  the  Constitution.  An  appropriation  law 
is  no  exception  to  the  general  rule,  that  laws  most 
be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execu- 
tion the  granted  powers.  But  who  shall  jud^  of 
the  necessity  and  propriety  of  a  law  like  this?  I 
answer,  the  Congress,  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the 
people.  Yet  Congress  judge  under  the  obliga- 
tions of  an  oath;  and,  when  they  pass  a  bill  of 
this  kind,  they  swear  it  necessary  and  proper  to 
carry  into  execution  some  power  of  the  Gorern- 
ment.  If  Congress  cannot  nass  other  laws  which 
are  necessary  and  proper  for  effecting  a  certain 
object,  they  cannot  pass  appropriation  laws  for 
efi(ecting  such  object.  If  the  one  is  not  necessary 
and  proper,  the  other  cannot  be  necessary  and 
proper.  If  a  law  providing  for  the  construction 
of  a  road  is  not  necessary  and  proper  to  execute 
any  power  of  the  Government,  a  law  to  expend 
money  on  the  construction  of  such  road,  is  not 
necessary  and  proper  to  the  execution  of  such 
power. 

It  is  said  that  money  may  be  appropriated  to 
build  courthouses  and  custom-houses.  That  is 
very  true ;  without  courthouses  courts  cannot  be 
held ;  and  the  regulations  of  commerce,  and  the 
collection  of  duties,  render  custom-houses  also  ne- 
cessary. But  the  r resident,  who  is  charged  with 
the  execution  of  the  laws,  declares  that  a  power 
to  construct  roads  is  not  necessary  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  power  to  establish  jx>st  offices  and  post 
roads ;  and  this  evidence  connrms  our  experience. 
Let  the  contracts  be  made  conformable  to  the 
state  of  the  roads  in  the  country. 

Power  is  claimed  to  appropriate  money  to  make 
military  roads  in  time  of  peace.    The  powers 
which  may  be  exerted  in  time  of  peace,  by  way  of 
preparing  for  war,  arc  enumerated.    Armies  may 
be  raised,  a  navy  provided,  the  militia  armed,  aod 
arsenals  filled  with  munitions  of  war.    But  the 
powers  which  grow  out  of  a  state  of  war,  cannot 
be  exercised  in  time  of  peace.    In  the  time  oi 
war,  the  defenders  of  this  nation  have  the  sam? 
power  as  the  defenders  of  other  nations,  except 
where  the  Constitution  or  law  declares  the  con- 
trary.    An  army  may  then  march  where  it  is  o^ 
cessary,  may  take  down  fences,  or  cut  do^ 
woods,  and,  consequently,  may  construct  roads; 
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bat  sacb  powers  can  not  be  exercised  in  time  of 
peace. 

If  the  doctrine  which  some  coDtend  for,  that 
Congress  may  appropriate  money  to  effect  objects 
which  they  have  no  Constitutional  power  to  ef- 
fect, shall  prevail ;  when  ten  millions  are  raised 
for  the  execution  of  the  Constitutional  powers  of 
the  Government,  one  hundred  millions  may  be 
raised  for  objects  with  which  this  Government 
has  no  concern.  Under  pretence  of  kindness  for 
the  States,  we  may  take  their  legislators,  and  all 
their  officers,  into  our  pay;  and  raise  millions 
witfaoat  necessity,  in  the  indulgence  of  a  wanton 
lust  of  power.  Money  is  the  means  of  executing 
power ;  this  means  is  granted  to  Congress  to  en- 
able them  to  carry  into  execution  the  powers  dele- 
gated by  the  people.  To  grant  the  means  without 
the  power,  seems  to  be  preposterous. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  people  will  have  no 
right  to  complain  of  the  appropriation  of  money 
which  has  previously  been  raised  from  them.  But 
the  appropriation  or  money  to  purposes  to  which 
they  have  not  authorized  its  application,  is  a  mis- 
application of  the  money  of  the  people;  it  must 
occasion  a  resort  to  taxes  to  replace  the  money 
misapplied,  when  wanted  for  Constitutional  pur- 
poses. The  Government  holds  the  money  of  the 
people  in  trust,  to  apply  it  as  may  be  necessary 
and  proper  for  the  execution  of  certain  powers : 
and  they  have  a  iust  right  to  complain,  it  it  shall 
be  misapplied.  It  has  been  said  that  the  people 
may  tarn  out  their  representatives;  and  this  is 
relied  on  as  a  sufficient  security  that  they  will 
prudently  apply  public  money,  if  this  was  good 
reasoning,  it  would  be  sufficient  to  provide  for 
frequent  elections  only,  and  leave  legislation  to 
the  unlimited  discretion  of  the  Congress,  as  the 
people  may  turn  out  their  representatives:  But 
the  people  require  the  security  of  a  written  Con- 
stitution, and  enumerated  powers,  which  shall  not 
be  transcended. 

Congress  have,  or  they  have  not,  power,  grant- 
ed by  the  Constitution,  to  effect  a  given  object: 
If  they  have  not  such  granted  power,  I  contend 
that  the  object  is  not  to  be  effected  by  indirect 
means.  The  power  to  effect  such  object,  (not 
King  delegated  to  Congress,)  and  the  authority 
to  decide  whether  ^it  shall  be  effected  or  not,  re- 
mains with  the  StaCes,  or  the  people  to  whom  it 
IS  reserved.  This  power,  to  expend  money  on 
roads  and  canals,  not  being  granted,  isretamed; 
and  we  have  no  more  right  to  use  it  than  if  it 
^as  specially  retained.  Can  you  commission  and 
train  the  militia  because  it  would  facilitate  mak- 
ing war?  No,  certainly;  for  those  powers  are 
specially  retained;  and,  as  all  pdwers  not  granted, 
are  generally  retained  to  the  States  or  the  people, 
they  can  no  more  be  exercised  by  this  Glovern- 
tnent,  on  the  ground  of  expediency,  than  if  they 
were  specially  retained. 

Precedents  have  been  produced  to  show  that 
we  have  authority  to  make  this  appropriation ; 
naoney  has  been  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of 
making  roads  through  the  Indian  country ;  they 
were  perhaps  necessary ;  and  there  was  no  State 
authority  to  make  them.    The  appropriation  for 


making  a  road  from  Nashville  to  Natchez,  has 
been  practically  relied  on  ;  that  appropriation  was 
constitutionally  made;  that  road  was  opened  in 
pursuance  of  a  treaty  with  the  Chickasaws.  We 
may  pass  laws  to  carry  into  execution  any  power 
of  the  Government;  and  consequently  may  make 
appropriations  to  carry  a  treaty  into  effect.  The 
appropriation  of  fifteen  millions  to  pay  for  Louis- 
iana, m  pursuance  of  a  treaty,  was  Constitutional. 
We  are  told  of  the  Indian  trading-houses ;  these 
were  established  by  the  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce  with  the  Inaian  tribes.  We  have  erected 
beacons,  piers,  and  lighthouses,  by  the  powers  to* 
regulate  commerce,  provide  a  navy,  and  to  erect 
"  needful  buildings." 

I  come  now  to  the  Cumberland  road.  We  are 
told  that,  if  Congress  had  power  to  make  the 
road,  they  have  power  to  keep  it  in  repair.  I 
most  contend  that  that  does  not  follow.  The 
Cumberland  road  was  made  in  pursuance  of  a 
compact  with  the  State  of  Ohio,  by  which  the 
United  Slates  agreed  to  expend  two  per  cent,  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  land  in  that  State,  in 
making  roads  leading  to  that  State.  Our  engage- 
ment was  to  make  the  road;  but  we  have  not  en- 
gaged to  keep  it  in  repair ;  and  are  under  no  more 
obligation^  and  have  no  more  authority  to  keep 
this  road  m  repair,  than  any  other  road.  I  will 
justify  the  appropriation  maae  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Cumberland  road.  Congress  are  au- 
thorized "  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules 
and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  and  other 

Froperty  belonging  to  the  United  States."  Now, 
apprehend,  no  r^ulation  can  be  more  "  need- 
ful" than  one  which  preserves  to  the  United 
States  a  title  to  their  projierty.  Is  it  certain  that, 
admitting  a  new  State  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing,  in  all  respects,  with  the  original 
States,  would  not  vest  in  the  State  the  domain  ? 
Would  it  not  operate  like  an  acknowledgment  of 
the  independence  of  a  colony  ?  Be  that  as  it 
may,  Ohio,  by  this  compact,  surrendered  her  rieht 
to  tax,  during  five  years,  the  land  which  the  Imi- 
ted  States  might  sell,  and  thus  gave  an  equivalent 
for  the  two  per  cent,  which  the  United  States 
engaged  to  disburse,  in  making  roads  leading  to 
that  State.  To  make  needful  regulations  respect- 
ing the  public  lands,  is  a  granted  power.  Con- 
gress may  pass  the  necessary  laws  to  execute  that 
power ;  and  consequently  may  pass  appropriation 
laws  for  executin^r  this  ^'neeaful  regulation,'.'  this 
compact  with  Ohio.  Thus  the  appropriations  for 
making  the  Cumberland  road  appear  to  have  been 
Constitutional,  and  appropriations  to  keep  it  in 
repair  would  be  equally  so,  if  the  compacts  had 
so  provided.  But  we  have  performed  our  part  of 
that  needful  regulation,  and  it  sanctions  no  fur- 
ther appropriation. 

Why  should  we  make  an  appropriation  for  the 
repair  of  this  road,  rather  than  for  the  repair  of 
the  road  passing  Richmond  to  Savannah,  or  that 
passing  Knoxville  to  New  Orleans?  Oh!  it  is 
said,  we  have  expended  $1,800,000  on  making 
this  road,  and,  therefore,  we  should  repair  it.  Sir, 
if  we  have  already  expended  near  $2,000,000  on  a 
road  for  the  benefit  of  the  in  habitants  of  a  particular 
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by  the  Constitution,  would  be  bighlj  pernidoui  in  its  | 
operation,  and  might  often  result  in  the  appointment 
of  persons  incompetent  and  unsuitable. 

In  regard  to  the  appointment  of  midshipmen,  the 
particular  subject  of  the  present  inquiry,  it  appears,  by 
the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  Department, 
accompanying  this  report,  that  a  disposition  suffi* 
ciently  favorable  to  a  general  and  fair  participation  of 
naval  preferment  has  constantly  pervaded  that  Depart- 
ment, and  has  been  no  otherwise  counteracted  than 
was  unavoidable,  from  circumstances  beyond  its  con- 
trol. 

The  committee  fully  concur  in  the  propriety  and 
policy  of  enrolling  in  the  naval  service  the  meritorious 
young  men  of  the  interior  States,  whenever  they  mani- 
fest a  solltettude  to  enter  it ;  and  they  are  persuaded 
that  such  a  disposition  on  their  part  has  always  been 
encouraged,  and  will  continue  to  be  so,  as  far  as  a  due 
regard  to  the  Constitutional  discretion  and  responsi- 
bility of  the  Executive  will  permit.  They,  therefore, 
recommend  the  following  resolution : 

JResolved,  That  any  provision,  by  law,  restraining 
the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  in  the  selection  of 
midshipmen,  is  inexpedient. 

Nayt  Dxpabtmsitt,  Jan,  26,  1823. 

SiE :  In  answer  to  the  inquiry,  in  your  letter  of  the 
21st  instant,  whether  any  general  rules  are  adopted  in 
the  Department,  by  which  the  selection  of  midshipmen 
is  made,  particularly  as  relates  to  their  residence,  I 
have  the  honor  to  state,  that  the  general  rule,  by  which 
I  have  been  governed  in  this  respect,  is,  to  apportion 
them  among  the  several  States,  according  to  the  ratio 
of  representation  in  Congress,  when  the  applicants 
were  unexceptionable  as  to  character  and  qualifica- 
tions for  the  service.  The  disproportion,  however, 
was  so  great,  that  I  have  not,  as  yet,  been  able  to 
bring  about  an  apportionment  among  the  several 
Stales,  according  to  the  rule  alluded  to.  But  as,  in 
all  new  appointments,  due  regard  is  had  to  the  princi- 
ple, the  object  will,  before  long,  be  effected.  Whether 
it  would  be  expedient  to  adopt,  by  law,  this  rule,  leav- 
ing no  discretion  on  the  subject  to  the  Department, 
may  well  be  questioned.  Although  the  applicants,  in 
the  aggregate,  are  very  numerous,  yet  there  are  some 
States  from  which  there  are  but  few ;  and  if  the  De- 
partment should  be  bound  by  law  to  conform,  in  all 
cases,  to  this  rule,  the  selection  might  not  always  be 
of  the  most  deserving  and  best  qualified. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  £c, 

SMITH  THOMPSON. 

Hon.  TlXOTBT  FVLLXB, 

Chainnan  Naval  Committee. 

VICE  PRESIDENT'S  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  Trimble  rose,  and  said,  if  the  motion  he 
was  about  to  make  was  not  in  order,  or  if  any 
gentleman  had  a  motion  to  make  wnich  would 
take  precedence  of  his  own,  he  hoped  it  would 
be  waived,  as  a  personal  kindness  to  himself,  and 
that  the  House  would  take  up  the  bill  providing 
for  the  adjustment  of  the  accounts  of  Qhe  Vice 
President)  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  Governor 
of  the  State  of  New  York.    The  question  being 

The  House  aereed,  by  unanimous  consent,  now 
to  consider  the  bill;  and  Mr.  T.  moved  that  it  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  bill  be 


amended  so  as  to  refer  the  adjustment  of  tkte- 
counts  of  Mr.  Tompkins  to  the  Secretary  of  Kl 
instead  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Uth 
so  because  he  conceived  that  the  chaiactcf  ot  tL 
case  was  extraordinary,  and  the  cireomstaDCfii 
which  it  originated,  and  to  which  he  refenc 
were  peculiar;  and  because  he  wished,  by  oat > 
ferring  it  to  the  ordinary  departmeot  for  soch  u 
justment,  that  it  should  be  kept  separate  andi^ 
tinct  from  the  great  mass  of  appbcatioos  xi 
similar  kind,  and  not  form  a  precedent  for  otk. 
hereafter,  which  might  possess  a  pretended  s:ir 
ogy  to  it,  &c. 

Mr.  McCoT  agreed  with  his  coUeagae  is.  la 
reasons  he  gave  for  the  amendment,  and  vs^ : 
favor  of  it. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Ti>  «- 
BLE  and  Hamilton,  members  of  the  comis  ss 
which  reported  the  bill.  The  committee  u 
given  a  due  attention  to  the  circumstances  ibd 
had  been  referred  to,  and  had,  from  a  view  d  al 
the  circumstances,  concluded  it  best  to  repin  m 
bill  in  its  present  shape. 

Messrs.  Mallart,  CAMBasLBMG,  SaGiiSi 
and  Hardin,  likewise,  for  various  reasons  d  & 
pediency,  opposed  the  amendment,  and  Mr.  Fun 
replied  in  its  support 

This  amendment  was  not  controTerted  iti 
any  difference  of  opinion,  amongst  the  gesiieaa 
who  spoke,  as  to  the  propriety  of  antboraiBg:  tk 
adjustment  of  the  Vice  President's  acceoBft  Q 
the  most  liberal  manner,  or  on  the  merits  asd  s«f 
vices  of  the  eminent  individual  coocemed.  for  it 
that  there  was  no  disagreement ;  bat,  io  addiai 
to  the  consideration  stated  above,  the  discss^ 
turned  chiefly  on  the  propriety  of  one  referesa 
more  than  the  other,  the  facilities  whid  c* 
would  afford  more  than  the  other,  d^c.  h  ^ 
course  of  the  discussion  the  s^entlemen,  gesen^i 
expressed  their  sentiments  of  respect  for  ikefm'tk 
services  of  Governor  Tompkins.  Thtst  saG- 
ments  were  expressed  with  particular  eiD(^asis\f 
Messrs.  Hamilton  and  Flotd. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  among  other  remarks. saufcsti 
while  the  bill  guarded  the  pecuniary  nghts  la^ 
interests  of  the  United  States,  it  comported  va 
the  obligation  to  discharge  the  debt  of  gnctaBe 
which  the  nation  owed  to  the  distinguished  id^ 
vidual  who  had,  with  such  a  manly  deT3C^ 
stepped  forth  and  offered  every  sacrifice  aodeTsy 
hazard  in  the  service  and  defence  of  his  cm^ 
in  the  hour  of  danger.  He  had  no  fear  ifli>  ^ 
similar  case  would  ever  present  itself  ag&b.  ^ 
must  at  least  be  long  before  such  a  case  tc^ 
occur,  for  it  was  not  to  be  expected  thatibeTra- 
sury  of  the  nation  would  again  become  bsnbs?^ 
that  its  credit  would  be  prostrated  and  iQ'>^ 
be  threatened :  and  it  could  only  then  occur  ^ 
an  example  like  that  of  Governor  Tompkiasc^iii' 
again  happen. 

Mr.  Flotd,  in  the  course  of  his  remark ^ 
he  hoped,  indeed,  it  might  be  long  befcR  "^ 
another  case  should  occur — ^before  it  sk*!*:^ 
necessary  to  have  such  a  man  to  ezp^"^ 
money  of  the  nation  under  similar  circui&^^^ 
when  the  Treasurylwas  exhausted,  the  c^^^ 
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iger ;  when  blue  lights  were  along  our  coast, 
I  the  enemy  oq  our  borders.    He  eotertaiaed 

deepest  sense  of  the  services  of  Governor 
mpkins ;  he  would  be  glad,  indeed,  to  reward 

signal  patriotism  of  that  man ;  and,  if  it  were 
nslitutional  to  do  so,  would  agree  to  make  him 
ample  donation  for  nis  public  service.  That, 
vever,  being  out  of  the  power  of  Congress,  he 
aid  provide  at  least  for  the  equitable  atyust- 
at  01  his  accounts,  dbc. 

rfae  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Floyd  was 
:atived ;  and  then — 

rhe  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
lird  time  nem*  con, 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

rhe  House  then  again  resolved  into  a  Commit- 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the 
ioished  business  of  Saturday,  being  a  bill  to 
ke  appropriations,  in  part,  for  the  support  of 
Grovemmeot — a  motion  pending  to  strike  out 
proposed  appropriation  of  $10,(K)0  for  continu- 

the  location  of  the  Western  National  road 
na  Wheeling  to  the  Mississippi, 
iff  r.  Alexander,  of  Virginia,  rose,  and  observed 
t  he  thought  the  motion  then  under  considera- 
1  raised  a  question  of  considerable  importance 
the  nation,  and  should  not  be  slightly  passed 
T.  He  confessed  the  surprise  which  he  felt  at 
liog  in  this  bill  a  clause  so  obnoxious,  when 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Hardin)  rose 
his  place  with  a  view  to  strike  it  out.  However 
ich  disposed  he  was  to  grant  the  necessary  ap- 
>priations  for  the  support  of  Grovemment,  he 
lid  never  sanction  it  with  this  provision,  be- 
ring,  as  he  did,  that  it  was  repugnant  to  the 
Qciples  of  the  Constitution.  It  had,  in  his 
nion,  no  more  right  here  than  the  proposition 
de  some  days  since,  by  a  gentleman  from  Ken- 
ky,  (Mr.  Trimble,)  for  the  repair  of  the  Cum- 
land  road.  He  could  not  consider  it  in  any 
ler  point  of  view  than  as  the  same  (juestioh.  It 
IS,  in  fact,  the  very  principle  which  was,  on 
It  occasion,  so  ably  combatted  by  his  colleague, 
T.  A.  Smyth,)  in  denying  to  this  Government 
K>wer  to  appropriate  money  without  resard  to 
!  specific  objects  of  the  Constitution.  To  say 
It  the  power  to  appropriate  was  equal  to  the 
nrer  to  raise  money,  was,  to  his  mind,  assuming 
!  whole  ground,  and  more  alarming  to  the 
!nds  of  State  rights  than  any  doctrine  which 
I  wildest  politician  could  conceive.  And  such 
IS  the  growing  opinion  of  the  day,  against  which 

must  claim  tne  right  of  entering  his  most 
emn  protest.  It  was  at  war  with  the  principles 
'98  and  '99,  which  produced  a  new  order  of 
Dgs  in  this  Government ;  it  was  at  -fVar  with 
'  hest  interests  of  the  States,  whose  friends  dis- 
ctly  saw,  under  this  broad  construction  of 
ommon  defence  and  general  welfare,"  a  total 
aihilation  of  their  rights,  and  consolidation  of 
(vernment  with  the  enormous  powers  of  unlim- 
J  control  over  the  sword  and  the  purse.  Such 
K)w  the  language  of  this  new,  or  rather  old 
:triae,  which  was  once  repudiated,  but  has  again 
iQ  brought  into  review,  and  adopted  as  the  only 


sound  construction  to  give  efficacy  and  coherence 
to  every  part  of  the  Constitution. 

We  find  the  President,  in  his  Message  to  this 
House,  at  the  last  session,  after  denying  to  Con- 
gress a  Constitutional  power  over  the  subject  of 
internal  improvements  generally,  in  conclusion, 
holding  this  language  in  justification  of  the  power 
now  in  question  :  "A  power,"  says  he,  "  to  lay 
'  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises, 
'  subjects  to  the  call  of  Conffress  every  branch  of 
'  the  public  revenue,  internsd  and  external ;  and 
'  the  addition  to  pay  the  debto  and  provide  for  the 
'  common  defence  and  general  welfare,  gives  the 
*  right  of  applying  the  money  raised ;  that  is,  of 
'  appropriating  it  to  the  purposes  specified,  accord- 
^  inff  to  a  proper  construction  of  tne  terms." 

ifow,  this  position  in  relation  to  the  objects  of 
the  Constitution,  is  perfectly  intelliffil^e,  and  no 
one  is  disposed  to  controvert  it.  Nay,  sir,  I  will 
go  further,  and  say,  that,  whenever  it  can  be 
shown  to  be  necessary  to  an  incidental  power  in 
the  execution  of  a  principal  one,  it  is  equally  given. 
And  here  I  use  the  word  neceatary,  in  its  com- 
mon, actual  signification, /md  not  as  convenience 
or  circumstance  may  suit.  But  what  do  we 
hear  in  the  very  next  breath  ?  Why,  "  that  the 
'  use  or  application  of  the  money,  after  it  is  raised, 
'  is  a  power  altogether  of  a  different  character. 
'  It  imposes  no  burden  on  the  people,  nor  can  it 
^  act  on  them  in  the  sense  to  take  power  from  the 

<  States,  or  in  any  sense  in  which  power  can  be 

<  converted,  or  become  a  question  between  the  two 
'  governments."  Now,  if  I  understand  the  argu- 
ment, it  is  this — that  where  money  had  been  raised, 
by  imposing  burdens  upon  the  people,  for  the  le- 
gitimate purposes  of  the  Constitution,  the  burden 
removed,  it  may  be  applied  to  other  objects,  since 
it  is  for  their  benefit,  and  no  question  as  to  power 
can  ever  afterwards  arise  between  them  and  the 
Government.  The  force  of  this  reasoning,  I  con- 
fess, is  beyond  my  comprehension,  and,  with  great 
deference,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say,  appears  to 
be  of  the  mostj  extraordinary  character.  If  any 
greater  latitude  were  to  be  claimed  or  desired,  by 
the  friends  of  power,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive 
where  it  could  be  more  completely  and  satisfac- 
torily sought  for;  and,  for  tne  improper  use  or 
application  of  money  thus  rightfully  raised,  we 
are  told,  there  is  no  other  responsibility  than  that 
which  a  representative  owes  to  his  constituents, 
in  ordinary  cases  of  legislation,  for  an  abuse  of 
his  trust.  On  me  there  rests  a  much  higher  and 
a  greater  responsibility — that  which  I  owe  to  the 
Constitution  of  my  country. 

To  show  the  manner  in  which  that  appropria- 
tion is  justified,  and  the  extreme  and  dangerous 
power  to  which  it  has  been  found  necessary  to 
resort,  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  it,  let  us  pur- 
sue the  Message  a  little  further :  *^  If,"  continues 
it,  ^<  we  look  to  the  second  branch  of  this  power, 

<  that  which  authorizes  the  appropriation  of  the 

<  money  thus  raised,  we  find  that  it  is  not  less  gen- 

<  eral  and  unqualified,  than  the  power  to  raise  it. 

<  More  comprehensive  terms  than  to  pay  the  debts 

<  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  gene- 

<  ral  welfare,  could  not  have  been  used." 
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More  general  and  comprehensire  terms,  I  ad- 
mit, could  Dot  have  been  used ;  bat  they  are  used 
merely  as  terms,  and  not  as  substantive,  independ-v 
ent,  general  powers,  upon  which  they  have  to  rely 
for  existence.  What  says  the  Constitation  ?  Con- 
gress shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
daties,  imports,  and  excises ;  (a  general  power)  to 
do  what  ?  To  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the 
oommon  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;*  a  power  resultinff  from  the  general 
«ne  going  before,  and  applicable  to  every  specific 
grant  in  the  Constitution.  The  common  defence 
and  general  welfare  here,  is  a  general  term,  or 
auxiliary  power,  as  contra-distinguished  from  a 

feneral  power,  which  must  depend  upon,  and 
ave  relation  to,  every  general  power,  or  specific 
purpose  in  the  grant.  For  instance,  to  raise  and 
support  armies  is  a  general  power,  in  which  is  in- 
cluded the  common  defence  and  general  welfare. 
The  same  may  be  said  of  the  power  to  provide  and 
maintain  a  navy,  &c. 

That  such  has  been  the  construction  put  upon 
the  terms,  I  would  appeal  to  the  debates  of  the 
Republican  party  at  iifi  time  of  the  repeal  of  the 
famous  judiciary  act,  in  Mr.  Jefferson's  adminis- 
tration. This  clause  was  then  relied  upon  as  a 
general  power,  and  called  to  the  aid  of  the  meas- 
uresof  the  Federal  Administration  which  had  just 
expired.  On  that  occasion.  Mr.  GKles,  in  a  speech 
^istinc^aished  for  ability,  clearness,  and  precision, 
(to  which  I  would  refer  the  House,  more  particu- 
larly as  I  have  not  it  at  hand,  but  presume  it  is 
distmctly  within  the  recollection  of  the  gentle- 
man over  the  way,  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
HempbilLj]  who  was  then,  as  he  is  now,  on  the 
other  side  of  the  question,  and  it  is  not  at  all  a 
matter  of  surprise  to  find  him  the  foremost  in  these 
measures  of  general  and  extensive  powers,}  enter- 
ed into  a  minute  history  of  the  Government,  and 
the  rise  of  parties,  and  showed,  most  satisfactorily 
and  conclusively,  that  this  nower  was  a  mere 
auxiliary  one,  and  referred  itself  properly  to  every 
specific  mnt  of  the  Constitution. 

Nor,  does  it,  in  my  view,  by  any  means  follow 
as  a  necessary  result,  that  the  power  to  appropri- 
ate should  be  equal  to  the  power  to  raise  money; 
and,  because  the  Convention  failed  to  limit,  in  ex- 
press terms,  either  the  one  or  the  other,  a  premnnp- 
tion  is  therefore  raised  in  favor  of  sucn  a  con- 
struction? The  power  to  raise  money  is  one  in- 
herent in  every  Government,  and  may  therefore 
be  well  conceived  to  be  general,  because  it  would 
be  imjrassible  to  say  as  to  what  objects  it  ought  to 
be  limited  at  any  one  period,  and  what  amount 
would  be  exactly  necessary  to  carry  on  its  opera- 
tions. But  the  argument  does  not  hold  to  the 
same  extent  in  the  application  of  the  money,  which 
would  seem  to  form  the  grand  distinction  between 
a  Government  of  general  and  limited  powers.  I 
contend  that  the  power  to  appropriate  money  is  a 
resulting  one  merely,  (which  has  been  admitted,) 
and  can  never  exist  until  the  principle  has  been 
brooght'into  action ;  and  then  it  is,  ipso  facto,  as 
much  limited  in  its  operations  as  if  it  bad  been  so 
defined  and  expressed  in  the  grant.  No  restric- 
tion, therefore,  was  necessary,  and  the  Convention 


must  have  considered  the  use  of  the  moaefi 
sufilciently  controlled,  and  entirely  limited  bra 
objects  in  the  Constitution.  To  make  mie 
better  understood,  I  will  put  a  case  by  theinii 
illustration.  Suppose  a  member  were  to  brisfi 
a  bill  to  raise  money  for  an  object,  (for  iimx. 
a  bill  to  raise  mone^r  for  the  protection  of  <kn> 
tic  industry,)  the  title  of  wnich  clearly  sku 
that  it  was  unconstitutional.  Will  any  ok  p 
tend  to  say  that  it  should  not  be  considered  i£i 
lation  to  the  efiect  intended  to  be  produced.  vH 
of  itself,  would  form  an  insuitnouotaUe  objecia 
to  its  passage?  I  presume  not  And  \mi 
find  this  general  power  is  even  controlled  btM 
Constitution,  while  it  is  destffned  to  give  ^ 
force  and  dignity  to  that  of  the  inferior.  Batui 
are,  in  fact,  ooth  equal,  as  to  the  essential  p^ 
ses  of  the  grant,  in  the  eye  of  the  Coastiidi 
and  can  be  said  to  differ  in  degree  merdy.tlea 
being  general  when  the  objects  and  aocati 
taxation  are  in  question,  while  both  are  lisds 
in  the  sphere  of  their  operations.  Where,  ikb 
ask,  would  the  opposite  deduction  lead  os?  h 
cisely  to  the  point  at  which  the  Message  hst 
rived,  '^that.  like  the  power  to  declare  var,ai 
power  should  be  commensurate  witii  th^frf 
scheme  of  the  Grovemment,  and  with  all  it^^ 
poses."  And  here  we  have  the  power  c>/ 9 
sword  and  the  purse,  with  a  vengeante. 

In  vain  did  Henry,  and  Mason,  and  Giipj& 
raise  their  voices  to  warn  the  people  of  tie  ^ 
ger  which  they  distinctly  foresaw  nnpe&dcifrca 
the  constructive  powers  that  might  begiveai 
this  clause,  of  **  common  defence  asd  geua 
welfare."  In  vain  did  they  declare  to  the  fd 
that  but  few  rights  were  left  to  the  States,  na 
of  their  police,  their  poor,  their  schools,  titeirnei 
and  their  rivers.  And  so  conscious  imttksf* 
the  instability  of  all  human  institutions  tsi^ 
man  opinions — so  devoted  to  the  rigft&<^^ 
States,  and  the  rights  of  the  people,  tkt  ther 
never  ceased  in  their  exertions  till  titrf  ^  ^ 
expressly  declared  in  the  grant,  that  <*ail^«« 
<  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  Caa^ 

*  tution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  Sates, vtv 

*  reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or » * 

*  people."     And  what  do  we  now  see?  5^ 
even  these  few,  secure  as  they  might  ha^^ 
supposed,  are  about  to  go  overboaid,  at  ooe  "ffi 
swoop,"  from  the  strained  and  latitudinoos^ 
struetion  given  to  this  clause  of  the  Consiitft^ 
This,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  one  side  of  the  ff^ 
which,  however  I  am  disposed  to  respeet.1^^ 
respect  the  more  the  other,  its  coooterpt/t,  i^J 
now  hold  up  to  your  view.    This  was  df»«  "T 
Mr.  Madison,  in  1799,  at  a  time  when  the  ha* 
ments  of  party,  and  the  powers  of  the  twe  pj 
emments,  were  distinctly  marked  out— a  p^ 
at  which  the  mind  naturally  shrinks  bad  ^ 
itself  with  horror  at  the  monstrosity  of  the  f^ 
and  sedition  laws,  lon^  ago  condemned  tois^ 
and  shame,  by  the  universal  execratioDsofJ 
kind ;  and  no  one  now  dares  aroiv  himaiij^ 
advocate.    It  was  this  report  that  fare  a  i^' 
can  character  to  the  State  which  Tin  psi^^^ 
sent,  and  Kentucky  was  then  among  tbefs^"^ 
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proclaim  its  tratb — it  was  acknowledged.by  the 
itioo,  and  a  revolution  succeeded  in  tae  history 
'  tbis  great  Repablic.    It  has  been  the  manual 
'  my  earliest  political  life,  and,  I  trust,  will  re- 
m  with  me  till  the  day  of  my  death.    As  yei , 
hare  not  been  convincea  of  its  error,  either  from 
gument,  experience,  or  from  any  other  cause. 
The  Hoase  will  then  pardon  me,  and  I  crave 
dr  indulgence,  while  I  read  from  it  some  ex- 
Kts,  much  better  expressed  than  an^  thing  I  can 
J,  and  strictly  applicable  to  the  subject  now  un- 
f  consideration.     [Here  Mr.  A.  read  from  the 
port,  to  show  that  the  construction  contended 
r,  was  calculated  to  destroy  the  particular  enu- 
entioQ  of  powers.]    He  called  the  attention  of 
nabers,  partieuiaily  those  who  lately  denied  to 
i»Go7ernment  power  over  a  subject  which  had 
ptaifd  this  House  aad  this  nation,  as  a  justifica- 
)Q  of  their  views,  as  well  as  those  found  in  the 
ibof  tlie  adverse  party,  styling  themselves  Re- 
iblieanS)  to  the  following  paragraph : 
'^To  these  indications  might  be  added,  without 
wking  farther,  [continues  the  report,  in  speak- 
pg  of  this  power,]  the  official  report  on  manu- 
actures  by  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
lade  on  the  dth  of  December,  1791,  and  the  re- 
tort  of  a  Committee  of  Congreaa,  in  January, 
i797,0D  the  promotion  of  agrioulture»    In  the 
intof  these,  it  is  exmressly  contended  to  belong 
to  the  discretion  of  tne  National  Legidature,  to 
iniBoiiDce  upon  the  objects  which  concern  the 
{eneral  welfare,  and  for  wtieh)  under  that  de- 
criptioD,  an  appropriation  of  money  is  requisite 
tnd  proper.    And  there  seems  to  be  no  room  for 
i  doobt  that,  whatever  concerns  the  seneral  in- 
tv^t  of  learning,  of  agriculture,  of  manufac- 
QKs,  and  of  cooHiierce^  are  within  the  sphere 
i  the  national  councils,  as  far  as  regards  an 
pplicatioD  of  money."    The  latter  report  as- 
Dmed  the  same  latitiide  of  power  in  the  Nation* 
d  Councils,  an4  applied  it  to  the  encouragement 
*  agriculuire,  by  meuis  of  a  society  to  be  es* 
>httfiiedatthe  Seat  of  Gorernment*,  although 
k«itber  of  these  reports  may  have  received  the 
UKtioQ  of  a  law  carrying  it  into  effect,  yet,  on 
^  other  handi  the  extraordinary  doctrine  con* 
Bincd  in  both,  has-  passed  without  the  slightest 
■o^tive  mark  of  disapprobation  from  the  au* 
^rity  to  which  it  was  addressed." 
Bo  abhorrent  to  their  feelinfls  were  these  meas- 
^  4ttd  the  powers  derived  iot  their  support, 
U  they  identified  them  with  the  alien  and  sedi- 
A  laws,  and  worthy  only  of  the  then  Administ 
ttion.    He  would  not  say  whether,  they  woe 
epttblicans,  bM»iase  that  miffht  seem  to  imply  a 
ubt.  But  he  would  ask  those,  who  are  found 
B  advocates  of  such  doctrines,  if  they  are  the 
niublicans  of  '98  and  '90?    Alas  I  these  days 
^e  passed  by,  and  the  men  with  themj  and  a 
^  generation  has  arisen  to  declare  "  the  law 
d  the  protects."    He  would  here  leave  this 
rt  of  the  sabject,  without  attempting  so  tread 
the  footsteps  of  those  illustrious  patriots  who 
^  gone  before  him,  and  could  only  nope  to  point 
ibe  way  which  they  had  discovered  for  the  lone- 
^aveller  in  the  march  of  his  political  career. 


He  came  now  more  immediately  to  the  object 
intended  to  be  effected  by  this  appropriation.  The 
gentleman  from  Delaware  (Nir.  MoLans)  had 
said  that  it  was  n6t  asked  to  make  but  locate  the 
road. 

He,  said  Mr^  A.,  did  not  pretend  to  be  very 
acute  in  legal  discriminations  or  technical  precis* 
ion,  but  was  at  a  loss  to  perceive  the  distinction 
which  had  been  attempted  to  be  drawn.  It 
seemed  to  him,  that  the  power  to  ent^  on  the 
lands,  without  the  consent  of  the  States,  for  the 
purpose  of  designating  and  laying  out  a  road, 
was  no  less  than  a  power  to  conatruct  and  do 
every  thing  in  relation  to  that  road;  and  he  be« 
lieved  the  gentleman  himsdf,  in  his  own  view\ 
did  not  see  any  marked  diflference  between  them. 
He  woold  not  say  that  non-resistance  implied  as* 
sent,  or  that  consent  could  give  a  right  in  this, 
case.  But  one  thing  he  would  say^  that  consent 
can  confer  no  essential  right  upon  this  Govern- 
ment which  is  not  recognised  by  the  Constitu* 
tion;  and  it  was  against  the  indiscnmtnate  appli- 
cation of  the  money  of  the  nation  in  this  way, 
that  he  felt  himself  bound  to  protest 

What  object,  he  would  ask,  caa  gentleman 
have  in  marking  out  this  roac^  unless  it  be  de* 
signed,  at  some  future  day,  to  construct  it  ?  Will 
anv  one  believe  the  nation  to  be  guiltv  of  so  much 
folly  as  to  expend  its  money  in  marking  a  trace 
for  a  public  highway,  without  even  the  means  of 
preventing  that  trace  from  being  effiuced?  Will  > 
gentlemen  flatter  themselves  wi&  the  ezpeotatioa 
that  the  business  is  to  end  herel  An  argument 
of  a  very  different  character  from  that'  we  now 
hear,  would  shortly  be  addressed  to  thekr  under- 
standing and  their  feelings. 

They  would  be  called  upon,  after  appropriating 
so  much  money  to  an  object,  whidi,  as  yet,  haa 
been  of  no  benefit,  to  go  on  and  complete  a  work 
which  had  been  emphatically  stylea  a  national 
one.  He  well  recollected  how  this  matter  was 
first  brought  about,  and  the  ingenious  manner  of 
a  distinguished  member  from  Kentucky  ^Mr. 
Clay)  in  recommending  it  to  the  House.*  The 
appropriation  then  required  wan  considered  all 
sufileient  for  the  purpose.  It  was  not  intended, 
to  make  a  road,  but  to  give  a  line  of  direottim  to 
the  Cumberland  road  from  Wheeling  to  the  Mis^ 
sissippi,  90  ae  to  prevent  intruders  and  others  from 
settling  upon:  the  land,  which  might  throw  diffi« 
cuUies  in  the  way  of  an  object  that  mighty. at 
some  day,  be  deemed  worthy  of  a  national  con-« 
cern ;  and,  "  to  make  assurance  doubljr  sure."  the 
bill  provided  that  nothing  therein  contained  snoald 
be  construed  to  create  an  obligation  on  the  part 
of  the  Quvernment  to  make  the  road.  He  wotdd 
tell  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Rosa)  that 
neither  on  thia  oecaeion,  nor  that  which  caused  a 
survey  to  be  ma4e  on  the  waters  of  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi,  was  he  led  away  by  the  seductive  in- 
fluence of  such  arguments.  He  then  believed,  as 
he  does  now,  that  it  was  but  a  continuation  of  this 
great  scheme  of  internal  improvement — a  hold 
upon  the  Executive  to  prove  an  inconsistency  in 
reiecting  the  one  measure,  while  he  approved  the 
other — a  precedent  in  fact,  already  claimed,  to 
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establish  the  power  which  has  been  assomed  over 
the  general  subject. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Rosa)  had  said, 
that  there  was  a  contract  in  this  case,  which  the 
Government  was  bound  to  fulfil.  I  do  not  know 
what  he  means  by  a  contract,  unless  it  be  the  pledge 
given  to  the  United  States  for  the  reimbursement, 
out  of  the  two  per  cent,  fund  arising  from  the  sales 
of  public  lands  in  Ohio,  Illinois,  and  Indiana,  of 
the  money  already  expended  upon  the  Cumberland 
road,  over  and  above  what  has  accrued  from  this 
source.  If  any  thing  should  appear,  after  this 
claim  has  been  discharged,  I  am  perfectly  satisfied 
that  the  ffentlemen  of  those  States  may  scramble 
for  the  balance.  Mr.  A.  concluded  oy  saying, 
that  he  was  not  disposed  to  occupy  the  time  of  the 
House,  which  he  knew  to  be  precious,  but  he 
thought  the  question  thus  pending  was  entitled  to 
much  higher  consideration  than  some  were  disposed 
to  give  it,  and  it  was  due  to  the  feelings  he  enter- 
tained to  have  said  thus  much. 

When  Mr.  A.  had  concluded — 

The  question  on  striking  out  was  taken,  and 
it  was  determined  in  the  amrmative — ayes  85. 

Mr.  McLane  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  in- 
serting an  appropriation  of  $5,000,  to  indemnify 
the  Corporation  of  Washington  City  for  making 
certain  improvements  adjacent  to  public  property 
therein. 

Mr.  Cocke  and  Mr.  Whipple  opposed  the  ap- 

Sropriation,  and  Mr.  MgLane,  Mr.  Kent,  and 
Ir.  Merger,  supported  it, 

It  was  then  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes  77. 

Mr.  McLame  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  in- 
serting an  appropriation  of  $20,000,  to  carry  into 
execution  the  ninth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent ; 
which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

One  or  two  other  amendments  having  been 
made,  and  the  details  of  the  bill  gone  through 
with — 

The  Committee  took  np  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  1823. 

An  item  of  $50,000  was  proposed  to  the  bill,  for 
the  purpose  of  constructing  docks  and  wharves  at 
the  navy  yard,  in  Washington,  connected  with 
Rodgers's  Marine  Railway,  or  Inclined  PJane,  on 
which  a  discussion  took  place;  Mr.  Fijllbr,  Mr. 
Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  Mr,  Flotd,  Mr. 
Basbbtt,  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Coldxn,  and  Mr. 
Wright,  engaged,  considering  the  utility  of  the 
invention,  and  the  propriety  of  making  the  appro- 
priation. 

On  agreeing  thereto,  it  was  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative— ayes  87.  ^ 

Having  gone  through  the  details  of  this  bill, 
the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  it  as  amended. 

The  House  then  agreed,  without  a  dissenting 
voice,  to  all  the  amendments  made  in  the  Com- 
mittee, excepting  two  items;  but,  before  taking 
the  question  to  agree  with  the  Committee  on  these 
two  excepted  items, 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky, 
the  motion  to  a^ourn  was  witharawn,  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  bill  for  the  adjustment 


of  the  accounts  of  D.  D.  Tompkins,  Witt  PRr 
dent  of  the  United  States. 

This  bill,  as  engrossed,  was  then  taken  op.ri 
a  third  time,  passed,  nenu  con.,  and  sent  to  the  k 
ate  for  its  concurrence. 

The  motion  for  adjournment  was  then  resevi 
and  agreed  to,  at  nearly  half  past  foor. 

The  House  stands  adjourned  to  11  oMocil 
M.,  to-morrow. 


TuEsoAT,  February  1& 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  od  d's 
merce,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  bail:^: 
lighthouses  and  light-vessels;  for  erectii!«  :« 
cons  therein  mentioned,  and  for  other  pirpc^ 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  tc  ^ 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  cf:lr 
Union. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  submitted  the  (bLsv- 
ing  resolution,  which  was  read  and  laid  » a 
table  one  day,  under  the  rule,  viz : 

Resoived,  That  the  SecreUiy  of  the  TreuBtli 
requested  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statemest^d 
sums  of  money  that  have  been  charged,  or  noiii 
by  any  register  or  receiver  of  public  money,  asaft 
20th  of  April,  1818,  for  dark  hire,  traiisousfiDS  i 
public  money,  ofBoe  rent,  office  fttmitorc,  asd  ode 
articles  for  which  an  allowance  has  not  bcco  Bssaii 
all  the  land  offices ;  spedfyiog  the  amouat  is^  dsM 
of  each  reapective  charge ;  and  If  any  snch  Jkn&em 
have  been  made,  that  the  said  SecreUxy  ^  be  it- 
quested  to  sUte  the  reasons  tbereot 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  tlieHtW 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  this  Hose 
of  the  following  titles,  viz :  "  An  act  sappkia» 
tary  to,  and  to  amend,  an  act,  entitled  ^ssiciN 
reirulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  impc^  tf^ 
tonnage,' "  passed  2d  March,  1799,  aad  f<s  ^ 
purposes ;  and  '*  An  act  to  revive  and  coBDooeii 
force  certain  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  isf^i 
claims  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,"  witbiffl^ 
ments  to  each.  They  have  also  passed  t  bill » 
titled  '*  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Bslblff^ 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  *<  Anact  suppUmeotarf  ts  (ta 
several  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land  cJanat 
the  State  of  Louisiana,"  in  which  ameojaad 
and  last  mentioned  bills  they  ask  the  coocunno 
of  this  House. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "^  An  act  for  tie  ft 
lief  of  Polly  L.  CampbeU,  widow  of  Colood  Jab 
B.  Campbell,  deceased,  late  of  the  11th  re^ 
of  the  United  States  infantry,"  was  read  ik^ 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bills  from  the  Senate,  entitled  an  act  ^ 
piemen  tary  to  the  several  acts  for  the  adjieias 
of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  ;tf^* 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  Bahler,  were  seTedr 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  osV 
Public  Lands. 

The  amendmenU  proposed  by  the  Senate  sO' 
bill,  entitled  <<An  act  to  revive  and  eoouir* 
force  certain  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  kodei^ 
in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,"  was  read  i^«*' 
curred  in  by  the  House.  . 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Seois^^^^ 
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bill,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to,  and  to 
imeod,  an  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  regulate  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imoorts  and  tonnage,'" 
passed  2d  March.  1799,  ana  for  other  purposes, 
were  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Metcalfe,  the  Committee 
of  Indian  Affairs  had  leave  to  sit  during  the  sit- 
Lings  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Expenditures  on  the  Public  Build- 
ing made  a  report,  which  was  read  and  ordered 
lo lie  on  the  table. 

MECHANICS'  BANK  ALEXANDRIA. 

Mr.  ELent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  '^  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  Me- 
chanics' Bank  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,^'  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
nent ;  and 

A  motion  to  pass  it  to  its  third  reading  having 
been  made  by  Mr.  Kent — 

Mr.  McCoy,  thinking  a  bill  of  this  character 
raght  not  to  be  precipitately  acted  upon,  but  take 
tile  usual  course  of  bills,  moved  its  reference  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Kent  explained  the  situation  of  the  bank 
proposed  to  be  reincorporated  by  this  bill,  and  the 
reasons  why  its  charter  had  not  been  renewed 
RThen  those  of  the  other  District  banks  were. 

Mr.  Mercer  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
rinia  would  withdraw  his  motion  to  commit  the 
nil ;  and,  to  induce  him  to  do  so,  proceeded  to 
itate  at  some  length  his  views  of  the  question, 
fie  reviewed  the  history  of  the  bank  in  question, 
Is  present  solvency,  and  the  patriotism  with 
irhicb,  during  the  late  war,  it  loaned  money  to 
he  Government,  when  it  stood  in  need  of  it,  to 
he  extent  of  its  means,  &c. 

Mr.  McCoT  then  rose,  and  said,  that  having 
)ad  some  doubts  as  to  the  solvent  character  of 
his  bank^  which  were  now  satisfied  by  the  infor- 
nation  given  to  the  House  by  his  colleague,  (Mr. 
Mercer,)  he  would  consent  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
ion  to  commit  the  bill. 

Mr.  Gilmer  renewed  the  motion  just  with- 
irawn.  He  was  opposed  to  the  incorporation  of 
my  more  banks  in  this  District,  or  even  elsewhere, 
Lnd  entered  into  an  argument  to  show  that,  on 
rue  principles  of  banking,  this  additional  bank 
ras  not  necessary  in  this  District,  for  the  pur- 
H»es  of  society ;  that  no  principle  of  justice  re- 
[uired  its  incorporation ;  and  that  this  House  has 
\o  right  to  legislate  to  accommodate  the  mere 
rishes  or  interests  of  individuals,  &c.  He  also 
nade  some  remarks  on  the  general  impolicy  of 
Doltiplying  banks. 

Mr.  Little  was  opposed  to  the  reference  of 
he  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  because  he 
erily  believed  such  a  reference  would  prevent 
is  being  acted  upoi^  at  this  session.  He  was  in 
avor  of  this  bill,  for  the  reasons  which  he  stated ; 
I  the  same  that,  if  it  were  an  original  application 
(>r  a  charter,  he  should  be  opposed  to  it.  He 
ortber  intimated  that,  if  heshoold  be  in  Congress 


when  the  charters  all  expire,  he  should,  unless  he 
very  much  changed  his  mind,  give  a  negative  to 
the  whole  of  them. 

Mr.  Wright  was  decidedlv  in  favor  of  the  bill, 
and  urged,  in  strong  terms,  tne  claim  which  that 
bank,  with  other  banks  of  the  District,  had,  from 
the  extensive  aid  which  they  afforded  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, by  loans,  during  the  late  war,  &c. 

Mt.  Fuller,  though  willing  to  vote  for  this 
bill  from   the  peculiarity  of  its  circumstances, 

gave  no  credit  to  the  argument  in  favor  of  the 
ank  which  had  been  drawn  from  its  patriotism. 
He  hoped  it  had  a  more  substantial  capital  to 
trade  upon.  Mr.  F.  noticed  also  some  of  the  gen- 
eral observations  which  had  been  made  on  the 
subject  of  banks. 

Mr.  Neale  briefly  recapitulated  the  circum- 
stances under  which  this  bank  presents  itself  for 
a  renewal  of  its  charter,  and  gave  to  its  applica- 
tion his  decided  support. 

Mr.  Mercer  again  spoke  with  some  ardor  and 
considerable  effect,  in  favor  of  the  character  of  the 
biU,  and  against  its  commitment — in  defence  of 
the  District,  and  its  commercial  capacity  and  re- 
sources. 

Mr.  Gilmer  replied  also  with  ability,  founding 
his  objections  on  general  principles,  rather  than 
on  the  particular  merits  oi  this  case,  though  he 
thought  that  a  bank  which,  like  this,  had  but  six 
thousand  dollars  in  circulation,  and  fifteen  thou- 
sand of  available  funds  to  issue  paper  upon,  was 
arrived  at  exactly  the  point  at  which  it  was  for 
its  own  interest,  as  well  as  that  of  the  public,  that 
its  aflairs  should  be  wound  up. 

The  question  on  referring  the  bill  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  was  decided  in  the  negative, 
73  votes  to  56. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  a  third  reading,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive, 66  votes  to  51. 

And  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 

The  business  yesterday  before  the  House,  im- 
mediately precedmg  the  adjoarnment,  was  an  ex- 
ception made  by  Mr.  Whipplb,  to  th^t  item  of 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
-the  Government  of  the  United  States,  which  makes 
a  provision  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  thou- 
sand dollars  for  the  surveys  of  the  public  lands, 

Mr.  Whipple  having  satisfied  himself,  during 
the  interval  since  the  adjournment  of  yesterday, 
of  the  correctness  of  this  appropriation,  withdrew 
his  exception  to  it. 

Another  exception  taken  by  Mr.  Chamrerb,  of 
Ohio,  to  the  various  amenaments  made  by  the 
committee  to  the  above  bill,  was  to  that  amend- 
ment by  which  the  item  oi  appropriation  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  for  continuing  the  location  of  the 
Western  road,  was  likewise  withdrawn  by  Mr.  C. 
he  having  received  information  that  a  bill  on  the 
subject  was  before  the  Senate,  which  would,  pro- 
bably, prove  less  objectionable  than  the  appropria- 
I'  tion  in  this  shape. 
These  two  amendments  of  the  committee  were 
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then  concurred  in  by  the  House^  and  the  bill  "was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  providing  for 
the  support  of  the  Nary  of  the  United  States,  for 
1823,  together  with  the  amendments  reported  to 
it  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

These  amendments  were  collectiyely  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Flotd,  of  Virginia,  then  rose  to  moye  an 
amendment,  which  was,  to  strike  out  the  item 
providing  an  appropriation  for  wharves,  dbc.,  con- 
nected with  the  marine  railway  at  the  navy  yard, 
in  this  city,  and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  an  ap- 
propriation of  ninety  thousand  dollars  for  building 
a  dry  dock  at  such  place  in  Hampton  Roads  as 
should  be  thought  most  expedient  for  this  object. 

This  motion  not  being  in  order,  because  the 
House  had  just  concurred  in  that  amendment, 
(being  included  in  the  others,)  Mr.  Floyd  moved 
to  reconsider  the  vote  of  concurrence  in  that 
amendment. 

On  this  motion  there  arose  a  debate  ,of  some 
two  hours,  turning  not  so  much  on  the  actual 
merits  which  may  belong  to  this  invention,  as 
upon  the  question  whether  the  experiment  has 
been  conclusive.  Although  this  was  the  nature 
of  the  debate,  it  appeared,  in  the  course  of  it,  that 
this  appropriation  is  asked  to  defray  the  expense 
of  excavating  a  dry  dock  in  the  rear  of  the  rail- 
way, on  the  margin  of  the  river,  into  which  ves- 
sels are  to  be  drawn  by  the  same  machinery  as  is 
employed  to  place  them  on  the  upper  part  of  the 
railway. 

Those  who  supported  the  reconsideration  of  the 
vote,  and  doubted  the  certainty  of  the  utility  of 
railways,  were  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Wood,  Air. 
McLane,  Mr.  Rbea,  and  Mr.  WRroHT.  Those 
who  opposed  the  reconsideration  were  Mr.  Ful- 
ler, Mr.  Hamilton,   Mr.  Bassett,  and    Mr. 

COLDElf. 

On  the  question  beinff  taken,  55  voted  in  favor 
of  reconsideration,  and  76  against  it 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

SAMUEL  HOWZLL. 

Mr.  Cassedy.  of  New  Jersey,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Howell ;  which  bill  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  regular  disposition  of  bills  being  about  to 
be  assigned  this  one — 

Mr.  Cocke  suggested  to  Mr.  Cassedy  the  pro- 
priety of  its  now  passing  to  a  third  reading,  inti- 
mating at  the  same  time  that  this  bill  contained 
no  new  principle,  the  petitioner  having  been  an 
express  rider,  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  ren- 
dered important  services. 

Mr.  Cassedy  acceded  to  this  proposition. 

A  brief  discussion  took  place  between  Mr.  Bas- 
SBTT  and  Mr.  Cocke,  on  the  justice  of  placing 
the  petitioner  on  the  pension  roll  of  the  United 
States. 

A  vote  of  the  House  having  then  decided  that 
the  bill  should  not  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House — 

Mr.  Chambers,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  amend  the 


bill  by  striking  out  twenty  and  inserting  fi^ 
dollars  a  month,  (which  places  him  on  the  roCc 
eight  dollars  a  month,  instead  of  twenty  d(^ 
as  the  bill  originally  proposed  to  allow  him;)  t&. 
on  the  question  to  accede  to  this  ameodmeac; 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Some  further  debate  arose  on  the  petiticar' 
claim — ^Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  McCoy,  Mr.  Vn- 
LiAMS.  of  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Reed,  of  MaryW 
and  Mr.  Wrigbt,  opposing,  and  Mi.  Wibpieu 
Mr.  Cocke,  and  Mr.  Condict,  sopporting  L- 
claim. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  moTti  e 
recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Rptui- 
tionary  Pensions.    This  motion  was  nentiTd. 

The  discussion  was  again  renewed.  Mr.  Pu- 
MER,  of  New  Hampshire,  and  Mr.  Wbiptlc  x- 
posing  the  justice  of  his  claim,  and  Mr.  Fauuii 
and  Mr.  Burrows  advocating  it. 

The  question  on  engrossment  for  a  third  m^ 
ing  was  then  taken,  and  decided  against  ib  o 
grossment.  [The  principle  decided  in  this  at 
80  far  as  it  decides  any  principle,  is,  that  ^asm 
shall  in  no  case  be  allowed  for  services  ictk 
Revolutionary  war,  other  than  of  a  miliurr  iri 
naval  character.  The  petitioner  in  this  case  vi' 
an  express  rider  between  Congress  and  the  kdi 
quarters  for  two  years,  during  which  time  beia- 
derwent  great  labor  and  exposure,  and  a  f»i 
deal  of  hazard,  and  rendered  valuable  sermi  on 
which  ground  he  asks  a  pension.]  The  bJl » 
rejected. 


Wednesday,  February  19. 

Mr.  Sbrqeant  presented  a  petition  of  snirf 
masters  of  American  vessels,  lying  in  the  port « 
CharlestoiK  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  «&- 
plaining  of  the  effect  of  acts  recently  passed  Wtbe 
Legislature  of  that  State,  for  the  better  itga^tai 
and  government  of  free  negroes  and  pe»>&^  ^ 
color,  and  for  the  establishment  of  a  compel 
force  to  act  as  a  municipal  guard,  for  the  prs^* 
tion  of  Charleston  and  its  vicinity;  bywhtc&i^ 
they  are  either  deprived  of  the  services  of  (^ 
colored  mariners,  or  are  subject  to  coDsidenldt 
extra  expense  and  detention ;  and  praying  the  iaor* 
position  of  Con^ss. — Referred  to  the  Cowsi> 
tee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Hernandez  presented  a  memorial  of  sna^ 
inhabitants  of  West  Florida,  complainiogof^ 
oppressive  and  unequal  operation  of  an  act  pi^ 
by  the  Leg[islative  Council  of  Florida^  for  ni^ 
a  revenue  in  said  Territory,  and  praying  tba(^ 
operation  of  so  much  of  the  said  act,  as  impctf 
taxes  on  lands  and  slaves,  may  be  sospecdd* 
which  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Commiiue^ 
the  Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  to  ioxi 
an  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  Territorial  ^'^ 
ernment  in  Florida. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  fma* 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  tk^ 
tion  of  J.  M.  C.  Montgomery,  accompaoi?^  '^'j 
bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twiop.<i^ 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McLANB,from  the  Committer  of  Wifs^i 
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Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  from 
tbeLcgislatore  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  request- 
iog  the  adoption  of  measures  for  the  extinguish- 
meotof  theladian  titJe  to  certain  lands  within  that 
State,  made  an  adverse  report  thereon ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McLane,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
wiiich  were  referred  the  amendments  proposed  by 
tke  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supple- 
meataiT  to,  and  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act 
toregalate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
toDoage,'  passed  2d  March,  1799.  and  for  other 
poiposes,"  made  a  report  on  said  amendments; 
vfaich  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  F.  JoBRSON,  from  the  Coomiittee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  dis- 
coQtioQe  certain  post  roads,  and  to  establish  others ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Baylies,  the  Committee  on 
Cotomerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  increasing  the  duties  on  tallow,  soap, 

lad  tallow  candles,  imported  from  foreign  coun- 
tries. 

Mr.  Sloane  submitted  the  following  resolution ; 
vrtiich  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table,  under  the 
role,  one  day,  viz : 

Hooked,  That  the  PreeSdent  of  the  United  States 
(KTfqQested  to  inform  this  House  of  the  amount  of 
aoDey  paid  from  the  Treeiury,  since  the  organization 
0f  the  present  Government,  for  the  following  objects, 
^:  building  Ilgbthotisea,  including  the  purchase  of 
ne  Itnd  on  which  they  are  situated,  together  with  the 
■voting lod  supetintenditig  the  same;  erecting  bea- 
ttaf>  boiidiog,  itglitiDg,  and  superintending  vessels, 
ilitiooed  IS  lighto  in  harbors  or  on  the  coast;  building 
vbnvet,  pien,  and  aea^walls ;  removing  obatraetions 
'A  navigitbn  in  riven  or  harbors ;  pladnff  and  auper- 
oteodiof  buoys ;  relief  of  distiessed,  sick,  and  diia* 
wd  seuneo ;  and  for  support  of  consuls  and  commer* 
3^1  igenti,  abroad.  The  expenditure  under  each  head 
^beiutedfepwately. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Barstow^  the  Committee  on 
-^mmerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ez- 
'^oieQcy  of  increasing  the  duty  on  Roman  ▼itriol, 
Qd  giaober  and  epsom  salts. 

The  eogrosaed  bill  ^^  malting  appropriations  for 
^support  of  Qoremment  for  the  year  1823,"  and 
ae  bill  <*  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
w  Nary  of  the  tfnited  States,"  were  severally 
!2d  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
*  Its  concurrence. 

^  On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  Committee  on 
^erolutioQarv  Pensions  was  discharged  from  the 
irther  consideration  of  all  the  petitions  now  be- 
ve  that  committee;  Mr.  C.  assigning,  as  a  reason 
T  this,  that  the  decision  of  w  House  yester- 
}Si  by  a  large  majority,  against  the  claim  of 
^^^1),  seemed  to  establish  the  principle  of  re* 
ptiog  all  claims  for  pensions  which  did  not  fall 
ithin  the  scope  of  the  Revolutionary  Pension 
I  of  1818. 

The  resolution  laid  on  the  table  yesterday  by 
r.  MooBE,  of  Alabama,  calling  on  the  Secretary 

the  Treasury  for  a  statement  of  all  sums  of 
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money  charged  or  retained  by  any  register  or  r^ 
ceiver  of  public  moneys,  for  clerk  hire,  dbc,  was 
taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

COMPENSATION  OF  THE  ARCHITECT,  Ac. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Build- 
ings be  instrocted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
filing,  by  law,  the  compensation  of  the  architect,  of 
the  master  carver,  of  the  master  of  the  stone  work, 
and  of  the  derk  and  managers  of  the  poblic  buildings, 
in  the  City  of  Washington. 

Mr.  C,  in  ofiering  this  resolution,  said,  that  it 
appeared  from  a  letter  which  he  had  before  him, 
from  the  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Buildings, 
that  officer  had  thought  proper  to  reduce  the  com- 
pensation of  the  architect  and  master  builder, 
master  carver,  and  master  mason,  on  the  ground 
that  their  duties  were  lessened,  dtc.  He  had  re- 
duced the  comjpensation  of  the  architect  $500  jper 
annum,  and  ofeach  of  the  others  ^50.  Agamst 
this  decision,  the  architect  had  taken  an  appeal  to 
the  President,  by  whom  the  subject  had  been  re- 
ferred to  the  Attorney  General.  The  opinion  of 
that  officer  on  the  subject,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  had 
read,  and  it  amounted  to  this:  that,  if  A  employs 
B,  he  is  bound  to  give  B  the  same  compensation 
as  he  first  allows  him,  so  long  as  he  is  engaged  in 
the  same  business.  These  individuals  are  there- 
fore reinstated  in  their  former  comfortable  sala- 
ries. Mr.  C.  said  he  wished  to  fix,  by  law,  with- 
out the  necessity  of  resorting  to  the  opinion  of 
the  Attorney  General  at  all,  what  shall  be  the 
compensation  of  these  public  servants. 

Mr.  Fuller  suggested  that  the  resolution  was 
in  an  imperative  form,  difiering  rather  from  the 
ordinary  shape  of  resolutions  directed  to  commit- 
tees. He  preferred  that  it  should  take  the  usual 
shape  of  an  inquiry  into  (he  expediency  of  making 
this  provision. 

Mr.  Cooke,  after  some  other  remarks,  accepted 
this  modification  of  his  motion ;  and,  thus  amend- 
ed, it  was  agreed  to. 

EDWIN  LEWIS. 

Mr.  SAOMnERs,  of  North  Carolina,  submitted 
the  following  paper  to  the  House,  and  moved  thaf 
it  lie  on  the  table : 

**  The  undersigned,  members  of  the  bar  of  the  dis- 
trict court  for  the  Alabama  district,  do  certify  that 
they  are  well  acquainted  with  the  general  character' 
of  Edwin  Lewis ;  that  it  is  bad,  and  that  they  con* 
sider  htm  unworthy  to  be  admhted  as  a  member  of 
the  said  bar. 

WM.  CRAWFORD,  Duiriet  Attorney. 
H.  HITCHCOCK.  AWy  GmUofAla: 
WILLIAM  B.  PATTEJn. 
A.  G.  RUFFIN. 
•    A.  V.  BAGLEY. 
MoBixE,  Alabama^  Jan.  16,  1833." 

This  paper  havinff  been  read — 

Mr.  CoLOEN,  of  New  York,  sai<L  he  knew  no- 
thing of  the  parties  in  this  case — oi  the  signers  of 
this  paper,  or  of  the  individual  concerned.  Bat 
he  could  not  see  the  least  propriety  in  havings  a 
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paper  of  this  sort  preseoted  and  placed  on  the 
records  of  this  House  to  the  prejudice  of  any  iu- 
dividual.  He,  therefore,  moved  that  the  gentle- 
man have  leave  to  withdraw  it. 

The  Speaker  stated  that  the  motion  now  pend- 
ing was  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Air.  MooRE,  of  Alabama,  was,  like  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  very  much  surprised  at  this 
document  beine  brought  forward,  and  was  at  a 
loss  to  know  the  motive  for  introducing  it.  He 
considered  the  character  of  this  individual  as  not 
being  before  the  House.  And,  if  a  precedent  was 
to  be  established  such  as  the  reception  of  this 
paper  would  constitute,  he  hoped  it  would  be 
when  some  solid  and  substantial  reasons  could  be 
produced  in  favor  of  it.  He  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  reconsider  the  matter,  and  withdraw  that 
document.  I  profess  not  to  know  that  individual, 
said  Mr.  M.,  but  he  ought  to  have  justice  at  least, 
which  a  course  like  this  is  not  calculated  to  allow 
to  him. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Maryland,  asked  if  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  haa  not  made  a  report 
upon  the  chaives  preferred  by  Edwin  Lewis 
against  Judge  Tait,  and,  if  so,  was  not  that  report 
now  lying  on  the  table?  [Being  answered  in  the 
affirmative,  Mr.  N.  proceeded.]  Then,  said  he, 
it  appears  obviously  proper,  that,  where  it  is  made 
a  matter  of  grave  charge  against  a  judge  of  the 
United  States,  that  he  has  refused  to  admit  the 
accuser  to  practice  as  an  attorney  in  his  court, 
and  a  report  upon  this  charge  is  lying  on  the 
table,  testimony  of  the  character  of  the  individual 
refused  to  be  admitted,  being  directly  relevant, 
ought  to  be  received.  Here  you  have  the  testi- 
mony of  the  members  of  the  bar  to  which  he  was 
refused  admission,  testifying  to  his  character,  and 
to  his  unfitness  for  admission  to  the  bar.  This, 
Mr.  N.  said,  was  the  very  best  evidence  the  House 
could  have  upon  the  case.  It  seemed  to  him,  un- 
der the  circumstances,  eztraordinarv  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  should  object  to  receiv- 
ing this  paper,  which  ought  to  be  spread  on  the 
records,  to  snow  to  every  nbeller  who  comes  into 
this  House  to  vituperate  high  officers  of  the  Qov- 
ernment,  that  the  grounds  and  motives  of  their 
conduct  will  be  exposed,  and,  when  exposed,  ap- 
preciated as  they  ou^ht  to  be. 

Mr.  Saunoers  said  he  could  not  accommodate 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  by  withdrawing  this 
paper,  if  he  were  disposed  to  do  fto ;  because,  in 
presenting  it,  he  acted  under  the  instructions  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee.  Like  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  personally  know  nothing 
of  this  individual,  and.  from  the  little  I  have  aeen 
of  his  character,  I  wish  to  know  nothing  of  him. 
But,  it  seems  proper  that  this  paper  should  be  re- 
ceived, because  one  of  the  charges  addressed  to 
this  House,  aeainst  Judee  Tait,  by  this  individual, 
was,  that  he  had  refused  him  admission  to  (he  bar. 
This  certificate  shows  that  he  was  not  a  fit  person 
to  be  admitted.  The  certificate  is  signed  by  sev- 
eral of  the  most  respectable  gentlemen  in  the  State 
of  Alabama,  one  of  whom,  he  had  heard,  is  now 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State.    Mr.  S.  would  not  now,  however,  discoss 


the  subject  to  which  this  certificate  relates.    If  \k 
report  should  be  taken  up,  it  would  then  be  tiot 
enough  to  discuss  it. 
The  paper  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  kce 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  ifpcri 
of  the  Second  Auditor,  accompanied  by  copte  d 
the  accounts  of  superintendents  and  ageou  b 
Indian  Afiairs,  prepared  in  obedience  to  tbe  3.1 
section  of  the  act  of  the  6th  May,  1822,  eciiik 
''An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  reffulate  trade  anc  wa- 
tercourse with  the  Indian  tribes ;"  which  wm 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afiair& 

On  motion  to  print  the  papers  accompuivifi: 
this  report,  some  conversation  took  place,  iot:^' 
course  of  which, 

Mr.  Lincoln,  of  Maine,  took  occasion  to  ^\ 
that  he  knew  of  no  adequate  means  of  oontroiiiS 
or  regulating  the  contingent  expenditures  of  c^ 
Government,  but  by  having  detailed  acconot^^' 
them  laid  before  the  House  at  each  session,  an 
printed  for  the  use  of  every  member.  The  Hi<c?r 
had,  indeed,  provided  certain  committees  to  per- 
form the  duty  of  supervising  and  scrutinizing  illese 
expenditures,  but,  as  a  member  of  one  ot  ttcf 
committees,  lie  hoped  to  be  pardoned  for  srj;: 
that  that  committee  was  not  competent  toapr:^ 
examination,  which  could  be  better  given  bf  «s^^ 
member  for  himself.  Mr.  L.  particuEirlr  adrfru^ 
to  the  continent  expenditures  of  the  Todian  De- 
partment, which  were,  in  a  great  degree,  inespoD^:- 
ble  and  unregulated,  and,  so  long  aa  they  werecci- 
tingent  and  discretionarV)  could  be  better  checiK 
by  means  of  publicity,  than  in  anv  other  wij. 

The  House,  however,  overrolea  the  motioD  Is 
printing  these  papers,  apparently  on  the  grrsKf 
that  the  propriety  of  printing  these  papers  ccni^ 
be  better  determined  after  their  contents  W  he^ 
examined  by  the  Committee  of  Indian  AinrL 

NEW  YORK  DISTRICT  COURT. 
Mr.  CoLDEN  offered  the  following  resolution 

Btiohed,  That  the  Jodidaiy  Committes  beisibv^' 
ed  to  eonaider  the  propriety  of  giving  an  appeal  ii>^ 
eases  decided  by  the  diattict  court  of  iha  nortbtfi  ^ 
trict  of  New  York,  to  which  certain  a'rcait  p^^ 
have  been  given,  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  ockv- 


Mr.  CoLDBN,  in  offering  this  resolution,  su^  ^' 
was  with  great  astonishment  be  had  learned  ^| 
the  law  of  1819,  respecting  the  northern  distnrtc 
New  York,  was  so  framed,  that  no  appeal  e^ 
lowed  from  the  decisions  or  that  court 

Mr.  Steeling,  of  New  York,  approved  the  ob- 
ject of  the  resi^ution,  but  susgested  to  his  colirtT'' 
that  there  was  no  occasion  for  it,  because  there  i-^- 
bill  on  the  table,  reported  at  the  lastsessioa,  wljr' 
would  meet  this  case  precisely. 

Mr.  Walwohth,  of^  New  York,  said  it  wis?** 
there  was  a  bill  on  the  table  which  made  tbi^ 
lution  unnecessary.  But,  if  his  colleague  v^ 
examine  the  subject  with  reference  to  t^^**^! 
other  courts  having  similar  powers,  he  wod^*!) 
that  the  appellate  power  of  this  court  eitA^ 


)61 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1062 


SBRUARY,  1823. 


PMic  BuUdiiigs — Mechofnia?  Bank,  Alexandria 


H.  OF  R. 


rther  than  that  of  any  other  in  the  same  circum- 
mces.  In  the  western  district  court  of  Pennsyl- 
nia,  not  even  a  writ  of  error  is  allowed  to  the 
rcait  court;  neither  in  the  western  district  of 
trginia ;  whilst,  in  the  northern  district  of  New 
ork,  a  writ  of  error  is  allowed  from  the  northern 
strict  to  the  circuit  court.  There  is  no  reason 
ly  even  this  should  he  given,  because  there  is 
pellate  power  to  the  Supreme  Court  in  both 
ses.  When  that  bill,  therefore,  should  come  up, 
it  did  come  up,  he  should  now,  as  he  did  at  the 
)t  session,  oppose  its  passage  as  unnecessary  and 
iproper. 

Mr.  CoLncN  said  he  was  not  sure  that  his  col- 
Lgue  was  not  mistaken  about  the  extent  of  the 
•wers  given  to  the  court  in  the  bill  lying  on  the 
bie ;  and  preferred,  therefore,  that  this  subject 
ould  go  to  the  Judiciary  Committee.  With  re- 
ect  to  the  alleged  existence  of  the  appeal,  if  the 
Dtleman  so  construed  the  law,  as  it  stands,  he 
Sered  from  the  first  practitioners  in  New  York, 
r  they  understand  that  there  is  no  appeal  what- 
er  from  that  court.  Mr.  C,  theretore,  wished 
e  inquiry  to  be  made.  If  the  information  that 
d  reached  him  was  correct,  he  said  it  never  could 
the  intention  of  Congress  that  the  court  should 
:ercise  these  high  powers  without  aopeal. 
Mr.  Sterling  expressed  his  hope  tnat  the  reso- 
tion  would  not  pass,  as  it  would  only  serve  to 
lay  the  acting  on  the  bill  already  reported. 
The  resolution  was  then,  on  motion,  ordered  to 
!  on  the  table. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report 
ade  on  the  13th  instant,  by  the  Committee  on 
e  Public  Buildings;  and  the  report  being  read, 
follows,  viz: 

"  The  Committee  on  the  Publie  Baildinge,  to  which 
IB  referred  the  resolotion  directing  them  to  inquire 
d  report  the  alteratione  necessary  to  be  made  in  the 
ipresentativee'  HaU»  for  the  aecommodetton  of  the 
ghteenth  CongroM,  report  to  the  House  the  sob- 
ned  report  of  the  public  architect,  made  to  the  com- 
ttee,  on  the  sabjeet  of  this  resolution. 

"  The  eommittee  approve  of  the  plan  suggeeted  by 
)  architect,  and  reeommend  it  to  the  House.  Tho 
n  neceMary  lo  eflbct  this  alteration  the  committee 
11  include  in  the  hill  making  appropriation  for  the 
blic  buildings.  The  committee  eubmit  the  foilow- 
i  resolution : 

''  Ruohed^  That  the  Commianoner  of  the  Public 
lUdiogi  be  directed  to  make  the  alteration  in  the 
tpreseotatives'  Hall,  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
ghteenth  Congress,  which  the  architect  recommends 
his  report  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Build- 
js." 

Report  of  the  Arehiteet. 

FiaauAar  18,  1823. 

Sib:  In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Com- 
Itee  on  Public  Buildings,  I  now  present  a  plan  of 
^  floor  of  the  Representative  Hall  of  the  United 
ttea,  exhibiting  the  manner  in  which  may  be  die- 
ted the  additional  seats  which  will  be  necessary  for 
»  accommodation  of  the  next  Congresi. 


The  number  of  members  in  the  18th  Congress  will 

be 213 

And  of  Delegates  from  Territories  -        -        •  3 

a 

216 


I  propose  to  take  away  the  stone  platforms  which 
project  in  advance  of  the  prostyle,  or  straight  range  of 
columns. 

This  space  will  give  room  for  nine  seats  on  each 
side 18 

Three  dedu  in  the  second  circular  range,  on 
each  side,  now  occupied  by  one  person,  may 
bo  altered  for  two  each        ....  6 

The  number  of  seats  on  the  present  floor        -       192 

216 

The  expense  of  the  alteration  and  furniture,  may  be 
estimated  as  follows : 

18  new  desks,  at  $10 $180 

6  alterations  in  desks,  at  $6        -        •        -  30 

24  chairs,  at  $20 480 

Stone  work,  iron,  and  carpenter's  work        •        600 

$1,190 


Respeetfally  submitted,  by  yovr  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  BULFINCH. 

Hon.  W.  S.  BLAGKLBBOa. 

The  question  was  taken  to  agree  to  the  resolu- 
tion submitted  in  the  said  report,  and  passed  in 
the  affirmative. 

MECHANICS'  BANKp  ALEXANDRIA. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  extend  the  charter 
of  the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  was  read 
a  third  time. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  New  Hanfpshire,  requested  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question,  and,  having  done 
so,  assigned  the  reasons  why  he  should  vote 
against  the  bill,  which  were  consentaneous  with 
those  given  on  the  same  side  of  the  question  in 
yesterday's  discussion. 

Mr.  Merger  made  a  brief  reply;  when  the 
question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Meaars.  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Bigelow,  Bor- 
land, Breekenridge,  Brown,  Burrows,  Campbell  of 
New  York,  Cannon,  Cassedy,  Chambers,  Colden, 
Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Dane,  Durfee,  Eddy,  Farrelly, 
Findlay,  Flojd,  Forward,  Fuller,  Gebhara,  Gorham, 
Govan,  Hamilton,  Hardin,  Harris,  Hawks,  Hill,  Hoi- 
combe.  Hooks,  Hubbard,  Jackson,  Jennings,  J.T.John- 
son, J.  8.  Johnston,  Jones  of  Tenn.,  Kent,  Keves,  Kirk- 
land,  Lincoln,  Little,  McCarty,  McDuffie,McLane,  Mc- 
Neill, McSherry,  Mallary,  Matlack,  Mattocks,  Mercer, 
Mitchell  of  Pennsvlvania,  Moore  of  Virginia,  Moore  of 
Alabama,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Maryland,^  Newton,  Pat- 
terson of  New  York,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Phil- 
lips, Poinsett,  Reed  of  Maryland,  Reid  of  Georgia, 
Rhea,  Rogers,  Saunders,  Sloans,  Sterling  of  N.  Yort^ 
A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Tod,  Tracy,  Trimble, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Whipple,  White,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
Williamson,  Wood,  Woodcock,  and  Wright— 81. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barber  vf  Connecticut,  Barstow, 
Blackledge,  Buchanan,  Burton,  Butler,  Cambreleng, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Carter,  Cocke,  Condict*  Conner, 
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Crtfti»  Dickinson,  Edwards  of  Connectteot,  Garoett, 
Gilmer,  Gross,  Harvey,  Ingham,  F.  Johnson,  Lathrop, 
Leftwich,  Litchfield,  McCoy,  McKim,  Matsoo,  Nel- 
son of  Massachusetts,  New,  Pitcher,  Plumer  of  New 
Hampshire,  Flumer  of  PennsyWania,  Rankin,  Reed 
of  Massachusetts,  Rich,  Rochester,  Rodney,  Ross,  Rug- 
gles,  Russ,  Arthur  Smith,  W.  Smith,  Sterling  of  Con- 
necticut, Stoddard,  Swan,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tom- 
linson,  Udree,  Uphsm,  Van  Wyck,  Walker,  Williams 
of  North  Carolina,  and  Woodson— 66. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

REPAIR  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pluher,  of 
New  Hampshire,  aeain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Plumer  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  to  amend 
the  ordinance  and  acts  of  Conffress  for  the  better 
government  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan.  • 

This  motion  was  disagreed  to — ayes  54,  noes  55. 

Mr.  Little  then  moved  that  the  Committee 
again  take  up  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  appro- 
priate 925,000  for  the  repair  and  preservation  or  Uie 
Cumberland  Road ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

When  this  bill  was  last  ap,  an  amendment  was 
proposed  to  it,  bv  Mr.  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  object  of  wnich  is  a  recession  of  such  parts  of 
the  road  as  are  included  in  the  limits  of  the  States 
of  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  and  Maryland,  to  the 
States  respectively,  imposing  on  them  the  obliga- 
tion of  keeping  the  road  in  repair. 

On  this  question  arose  an  animated  and  pretty 
able  debate,  in  which  the  following  gmtlemen 
engaged,  viz :    . 

For  the  amendment — Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr.  Far- 
RELLT,  and  Mr.  FoRWARn. 

AgoMiit  the  amendment — ^Mr.  Trimble,  Mr. 
Vance,  Mr.  Stewart,  Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Cook, 
and  Mr.  Burrows. 

When  the  question  was  taken  on  the  proposed 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  neeative,  66  to 
44  on  one  jMirt  of  it,  and  68  to  34  on  ue  remainder 
of  it. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  without  amendment 

In  the  Houee^  after  refusing  a  motion  to  adjourn, 
Mr.  Buchanan  again  submitted  the  amenament 
which  he  had  proposed  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  the  question  upon  it  was,  at  his  re- 
quest, ordered  to  be  taken  b^  yeas  and  nays.  The 
amendment  is  in  the  following  words : 

<•  8ic.  4.  That,  from  and  siter  the  first  day  of  De- 
cember next,  any  right  with  the  United  States  may 
have  to  so  much  of  the  said  road  as  lies  within  the 
State  of  Maryland,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  ceded 
to  the  said  State .'  Provided,  The  Legislature  thereof 
shall,  within  six  months  thereafter,  accept  the  same, 
upon  the  following  express  conditions,  that  is  to  say  : 
they  ahall  forever  keep  such  portion  of  the  said  road 
in  good  repair,  and  shall  collect  no  more  toll  thereon 
than  will  be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  and  to  defray 
the  expense  of  collection ;  end  shall,  slso,  annually, 
canae  to  be  published,  an  account  of  the  tolls  received, 
and  the  manner  in  which  they  have  been  expended. 

•*  Sec  6.  That,  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of 
December  next,  any  right  which  the  United  States 
may  have  to  so  mnch  of  the  said  road  as  lies  within  the 


State  of  Pennsylvania,  be,  and  the  ssbm  is  hen^, 
ceded  to  the  said  State :  Provided,  The  Legubtct 
thereof  shall,  within  six  months  thereafter,  accept  tbe 
aame,  upon  the  following  express  eonditioni,  thtt  j 
to  say :  they  shall  forever  keep  such  portion  of  ^ 
said  road  in  good  repair,  and  shall  collect  no  more  tafi 
thereon  than  will  be  necessary  for  that  vuipose,  tai 
to  defray  the  expense  of  collection ;  and  thail,  ik 
annually,  cause  to  be  publishedf  an  aeoonnt  of  ik 
tolls  received,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  htTcka 
expended. 

*'  8xc.  6.  That,  from  and  after  the  said  &at  ^j  d 
December  next,  any  right  which  the  Uniled  Saia 
may  have  to  so  mnch  of  the  said  road  at  lies  viihia 
the  State  of  Viiginia,  be,  and  the  aame  ia  hereby. 
ceded  to  the  said  SUte:  Provided,  The  LecUktDf 
thereof  shall,  within  six  months  thereaficr,  aoccpttb 
same,  upon  the  following  express  eoaditioDa,  ibn  i 
to  say :  they  shall  forever  keep  such  portion  «f  & 
said  road  in  good  repair,  and  shall  collect  no  moreal! 
thereon  than  will  be  necessary  for  that  purpoee,  isd 
to  defray  the  expense  of  collection ;  and  shaH,  tin. 
annually,  cause  to  be  published,  an  aceoantof^ 
tolls  received,  and  the  manner  in  which  tbcr  ^ 
been  ex^nded." 

And  then  another  motion  to  adjourn  was  lotde 
and  carried,  75  to  61 ;  and  the  House  adjonra^d 
half  an  hour  before  sunset. 


TauB8DAT|  February  20. 

Mr.  McLanb,  from  the  Committee  of  Wif» 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  carry  into  effeciibe 
Convention  of  Navigation  and  Commerce  betwea 
the  United  States  and  France,  concluded  at  Wash- 
ington on  the  24th  of  June,  1822 ;  which  m^rai; 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  WW 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  theCommitleeonthePs^ 
Lands,  to  whicn  had  been  referred  a  bill  ifo*^ 
Senate,  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  ibrfi)^ 
adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Uw- 
ana,  reported  the  same  without  amendmai;  ^ 
it  was  then  ordered  to  be  engroased  for  t  w 
reading. 

The  Committee  on  Indian  AiEurs  ww^ 
charged  from  the  eonsideratioa  of  the  ktts  of  ike 
Secretary  of  War,  received  yesterday,  and  it  «*< 
laid  on  the  table. 

A  meange  from  the  Senate  ialbrmedtheBceR 
that  the  Senate  have,  in  the  abaenoe  of  the  Vtct 
Prbsidbnt  of  the  United  States,  elected  Jea' 
Gaillard  President  of  the  Senate,  Drvfeaf*^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Connes,  the  Cooiniittte^iQ 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquiie  into  i^ 
expediency  of  reviving,  for  the  space  of  onerta^i 
an  act  to  amend  an  act  to  establiali  a  general  sttf? 
office. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  w^  \ 
is  committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Cip^  ! 
Richard   Hij^htower  were  discharged  froo''^ 
further  consideration  of  the  bill,  and  it  wis ^ 
dered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  tia?  ^ 
morrow. 

Messages  received  from  the  pREsinsjrr  orti^ 
Uniteo  States,  yesterday,  were  readj  tod  t^^'^ 
follows :  ' 
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Vo  ike  House  ofR^esentaiives  of  the  United  Sides  .- 

In  compliance  with  ft  retolation  of  the  Hoose  of 
tepresentatiTM,  of  the  11th  of  December  lait,  I  trans- 
ait  to  the  HouM  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Creunry,  containing  toe  information  reqaeated,  of  the 
jnoant  of  moneya  advanced  to  agents,  enh-agenta, 
ontractors,  anb-eontraetora,  or  tndiTidttala,  since  the 
nt  of  Janoaiy,  1817,  whidi  have  not  been  accounted 
\t  on  settlement,  and  of  the  loss  sustained  in  each 
kse,  the  sureties  taken,  and  the  names  of  the  sure- 

JAME8  MONROE. 
FiB&VAmT  19, 18t3. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  laid  on  the 
Me, 
b  the  BouH  of  Representatioes  of  the  Umted  States  .• 

The  Convention  of  Navigation  and  Commerce  be- 
veen  the  United  States  of  America,  and  His  Majeaty 
le  King  of  France  and  Navarre,  condaded  and  signed 
1  Washington,  on  the  24th  of  June,  1832,  with  the 
rst  separate  artide  thereto  annexed  having  been  rat- 
ted by  the  two  parties,  and  the  ratifications  of  the 
me  having  been  duly  exchanged,  copiea  of  it,  and 
I  the  separate  article  referred  to,  are  now  communi- 
ktcd  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  to  the  end  that 
le  necessary  measures  for  carrying  it  into  execution, 
d  the  part  of  the  United  States,  may  be  adopted  by 
le  Legiriature. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Wasbikgtobt,  Feb.  18,  1823. 

The  Message  and  Convention  were  laid  on  the 
tble. 

*o  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 

I  tranamit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  por- 
lance  of  a  resolution  of  that  House,  of  the  8  let  of 
st  month,  a  report  firom  the  Secretary  of  State,  rela- 
re  to  the  Gommisaioners  appointed  for  the  pur- 
}ie  of  ascertaining  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  in 
lorid^ 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WAsaiire^oir,  Feb.  19,  1828. 

The  Message  and  report  were  referred  to  the 
'ommittee  on  Public  Lands. 

b  the  House  of  Mepresentatives  of  the  United  States  : 

I  txanasttt,  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  an  ad* 
itional  report  from  the  Seeretavy  of  the  Treasury,  with 
le  documenta  referred  to  therein,  containing  further 
formation  of  the  proceedinga  in  execution  of  the  law 
'  the  last  session*  respecting  the  trade  with  the  Indian 
ibes,  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the  19th  of  De- 
imber  last. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
FxaauABT  19,  1823. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  referred  to 
le  Committee  on  Indian  Afiairs. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hoose  a  letter  from 
e  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  the  in- 
rmation  in  relation  to  the  expenditures  on  the 
amberland  Road,  as  called  for  bv  the  resolution 
[opted  on  the  17th  instant;  which  letter  was 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table. — The  statement  is  as 
Hows : 
mount  appropriated  ...  $1,718,846  35 


Surveying  and  locating      ... 
Constructing      •        .        .        .        . 

Repairs      ...... 

Salaries  to  superintendents  and  assist- 
ants        

Miscellaneous  and  contingent     - 


Amount  accounted  for 

To  which  add-* 

Amount  carried  to  the  surplus  fuiid  - 

Advances  unaccounted  for 

Due  the  United  States  on  settlement 

Total  appropriated     .        .        • 


29,144  95 

1,544,882  70 

•16,160  19 

53,034  61 
2,467  45 

$1,645,679,  so 

66,810  63 
5,314  85 
1,041,  67 

$1,718,846  86 


•«  The  charges  for  repairs  are  so  blended  widi  the 
expenses  of  constructing,  that  it  is  difficult  to  dis- 
criminate the  actual  expenditure  under  this  head ;  the 
above  is  the  only  charge  which  appears  exclusively  for 
repairs. 

The  Speakbb  also  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania, 
containing  an  official  certificate  of  the  severu 
members  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  elected 
to  serve  in  the  18th  Congress  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

Mr.  McKiM,  after  adverting  to  the  Importance 
of  the  document  which  «gires  an  account  of  the 
imports  and  exports  of  the  United  States,  which 
he  considered  the  most  valuable  which  has  been 
laid  before  Congress  at  the  present  session,  beine 
replete  with  the  most  useful  information,  moyed 
that  two  thoosaad  extra  conies  be  printed  of  it. 

This  motioii  was  opposea  by  Mr.  Ba88ett  and 
Mr.  Wood,  on  account  of  the  bulk  of  the  docu- 
ment, and  the  time  and  money  which  it  would 
take  to  reprint  it  as  proposed.  It  was  contended, 
besides,  tnat  none  out  importing  merchants  are 
much  interested  in  it,  and  that  for  their  use  the 
newspaper  digests  would  be  as  satisfactory  as  this 
Tolume. 

To  this  Mr.  McKim  replied,  that  the  manufac- 
turer and  agrienlturist,  as  well  as  the  merchant, 
were  interested  in  this  report,  showing  the  course 
and  bearing  of  oar  commerce  on  his  particvdar 
pursnits,  m. 

On  the  question  being  taken,  Mr.  McKixi'a  mo- 
tion was  negatived. 

EXPENSE  OF  LIGHTHOUSES,  dbc. 

Thefollowing  resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  Sloans 
yesterday,  was  taken  up  to-day ; 

ResoMj  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  inform  this  House  of  the  amount  of 
money  paid  from  the  Treasniy  since  the  oiganisation 
of  the  present  Govamaent,  for  the  following  objects, 
via :  building  lighthouses,  including  the  purchase  of 
land  on  which  they  are'  situated,  together  with  the 
lighting  and  superintending  the  same ;  erecting  bea- 
cons, building,  lighting,  and  auperintending  vessels 
stationed  as  li^ts  in  harbors,  or  on  the  coast ;  build- 
ing wharves,  piers,  and  sea-walls ;  removing  obstruc- 
tions to  navigation  in  rivers  or  harbors ;  placing  and 
superintending  buoys ;  relief  of  distressed,  sick,  and 
disabled  seamen ;  and  for  support  of  consuls  and  com  • 
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mercial  ftgeoU  abroad ;  the  expanditore  uoder  aach 
head  to  be  stated  Mparately. 

The  resolation  haying  been  read — 
Mr.  GoRHAM  offered  tne  following  as  an  amend- 
ment to  this  resolation : 

"  AlfO  to  inform  this  House  what  amount  of  money 
has  been  paid  into  the  Treasury  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  present  GoTornment  from  the  duties  laid 
upon  imports  and  tonnage  entering  the  ports  and  har- 
bors of  the  United  States,  with  the  amount  of  hospital 
money  received  by  the  officers  of  the  Government  out 
of  seamen's  wages,  stating  how  far  the  amount  of  said 
duties  and  hospital  money  have  exceeded  the  amount 
expended  on  the  items  specified  in  the  first  part  of 
this  resolution  ;  also  to  inform  the  House  how  many 
of  the  lighthouses  now  maintained  by  the  United 
States  were  erected  by  the  individual  States,  and 
where  the  same  are  situated." 

Mr.  Sloanb  received  this  amendment  as  a  mod- 
ification of  his  resolation. 

The  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the  resola- 
tion as  thus  amended — 

Mr.  Wood  expressed  his  hope  that  the  resolu- 
tion would  not  pass.  There  was  no  business  be- 
fore this  House  upon  which  this  information 
could  operate ;  and,  if  there  were,  the  same  infor- 
mation was  already  on  the  files  of  the  House, 
being  obtained  under  calls  at  former  sessions. 
The  effect  of  the  resolution  would  therefore  only 
be  to  give  unnecessary  trouble  to  the  public  officers. 

Mr.  Sloans  said  he  did  not  expect  any  oppo- 
sition to  this  motion,  beinff  a  call  for  information 
merely.  His  object  in  calling  for  it  was  to  throw 
some  ught  on  the  exercise  of  powers  by  Congress, 
which  could  only  have  been  inferred  by  a  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution  analogous  to  that 
which  was  contended  by  the  friends  of  internal 
improvement,  of  the  unconstitutionality  of  which 
so  much  had  been  heard.  That  subject,  if  not 
discussed  at  the  present  session,  would  be  at  the 
next,  and  it  would  be  proper  to  obtain  the  infor- 
mation necessary  to  enable  the  House  to  act  un- 
derstandingly  upon  it. 

Mr.  Chambers,  of  Ohio,  said  that  the  resolu- 
tion, in  its  present  form,  would  be  imperative  on 
the  Executive  to  give  the  information  at  the  pres- 
ent session.  As  the  gentleman  had  expressed  no 
desire  to  have  the  information  at  the  present  ses- 
sion, and  as  so  little  time  remained  within  which 
to  procure  it,  Mr.  C.  wished  the  resolve  to  be  so 
amended  as  that  the  information  should  be  com- 
municated at  the  commencement  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress. 

The  resolution  was  accordingly  so  amended. 

Mr.  McLane  suggested  the  propriety  of  amend- 
ing the  resolution  so  as  to  require  also  an  account 
of  the  expenses  of  surveying  the  public  lands  from 
the  commencement  of  toe  Government. 

Mr.  Sloanb  said  he  did  not  see  any  connexion 
between  that  subject  and  the  object  of  his  call. 
This  was  the  first  resolation  he  had  ever  offered 
to  call  for  information,  and  he  did  not  see  why 
attempts  should  be  made  to  embarrass  this  reso- 
lution, when  such  resolutions,  moved  bv  oUiers, 
were  suffered  to  pass  almost  as  matters  ol  course. 

Mr.  McLane  assured  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 


that  he  had  no  intention  to  embarrass  his  resola- 
tion ;  but,  desiring  to  have  this  informstioD  in 
connexion  with  that  re<}uired  by  the  resolution  of 
the  ffentleman  from  Ohio,  he  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  adding  thereto  the  following: 

"And,  also,  the  amount  of  money  expended  for 
surveying  and  disposing  of  the  public  landa.'* 

Mr.  Stewart  moved  to  amend  the  anwndment 
by  adding  thereto  the  following : 

"  And  the  amount  received  from  the  ulei  of  M 
lands." 

Mr.  Condi CT  then  moved  to  lay  the  resolotioa 
and  the  amendments  on  the  table  $  and  the  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

VIRGINIA  MILITARY  LAND  WARRANTS. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  extending  the  time  for  locst- 
ing  Virginia  military  land  warrants,  and  return- 
ing surveys  thereon  to  the  Qeneral  Land  Office; 
as,  also,  the  bill  extending  the  time  for  issuing  and 
locating  military  land  warrants  to  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  said 
bills. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill 
extending  the  time  for  locating  Virginia  military 
land  warrants,  and  returning  surveys  thereon  to 
the  General  Land  Office. 

A  debate  arose,  of  considerable  length  and  ani- 
mation ;  in  the  course  of  which,  the  principle  of 
the  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  and 
Mr.  Ross,  or  Ohio ;  and  supported  by  Messrs. 
Stevenson,  Campbell  of  Onto,  McCor,  Ri-v 
KiN,  Mercer,  and  Hardin. 

Mr.  Sloane  then  moved  to  add  the  folio wiog, 
by  way  of  amendment,  to  the  bill: 

«  8kc.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  Thit  no  holder  of 
any  warrant  which  has  been  located  and  sarve/ed, 
shsll  be  permitted  to  remove  the  same,  and  ifain  lo- 
cate it  on  sny  other  tract,  except  in  cases  of  enction, 
or  unless  it  be  found  to  interfere  with  t  prior  loa- 
tion." 

After  some  debate  on  this  amendment,  in  which 
Messrs.  McCot,  Wright,  Walker,  Rhea,  and 
Cook,  engaged,  it  was  negatived  by  a  consider- 
able majority. 

The  bill  was  then  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Campbell,  so  as  to  extend  its  operation  to  four 
years  for  locating,  and  six  years  for  returoivg 
surveys. 

The  debate  was  then  resumed  hj  Mr.  Vaxcb, 
who  zealously  opposed  the  bill,  which  Mr.  Hab- 
DIN  again  defended. 

Mr.  Ross  then  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment :  ' 

*'  Provided,  That  no  warrant  shall  herealUr  be  \o-  \ 
cited  by  virtue  of  this  or  sny  other  law,  on  anj  1^^  i 
heretofore  sold  by  the  United  States,  to  any  individ- 
ual or  indiWdaals.*' 

Messrs.  Hardin,  Rankin,  and  Campbbll.01 
Ohio,  opposed  the  amendment ;  and  Messrs.  R0^ 
and  Cook  supported  it ;  when 

The  amendment  was  negatived.  .. 

Mr.  Walworth,  who  was  in  favor  of  ibi»  w^ 
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yet  thoaght  that  justice  required  that  the  pledges 
of  the  C^vernment  in  favor  of  one  class  of  per- 
sons during  the  Revolutionary  war  should  not  be 
less  binding  than  to  another.  Under  this  impres- 
sioD,  be  moved  to  add  a  new  section  to  the  bill, 
for  reviving,  for  the  term  of  four  years,  the  aat  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Canadian  refugees  during  the 
Revolutionary  war. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  bv  Messrs.  Ste- 
TENSON  and  Rbea,  as  unconnected  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  bill ;  and 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 
Mr.  CooKE  then  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by 
a  proviso  literally  toe  same  as  that  offered  by  Mr. 
Rose,  with  permission  to  those  locating  land 
warrants  to  make  them  on  any  land  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  the  country  so  reserved,  unoccupied 
b]r  previous  location. 

Messrs.  Rankin,  Rbea,  Archer,  and  Mercer, 
opposed  this  amendment;  and  Messrs.  Cocke, 
Tracy,  Walworth,  and  Nelson  of  Maryland, 
supported  it. 

One  or  two  verbal'  amendments  were  made  to 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Cocke; 

When  the  question  was  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  then  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table,  he  being  unwilling  to  vote  for 
the  bill  with  this  proviso  attached  to  it. 

On  this  motion,  Mr.  Randolph  required  the 
yeas  and  nays ;  but  a  sufficient  number  not  rising 
to  sustain  the  call — 

Mr.  Campbell  withdrew  his  motfon  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table ;  and 

Mr.  Cook  then  moved  to  recommit  it  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  75. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  ex- 
tendiog  the  time  for  issuing  and  locating  Military 
Land  Warrants  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Rerolutionary  army.  And  pending  the  question. 
Shall  the  same  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  1 
the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  February  21. 

Mr.  CocKfi,  from  the  Committee  on  Militarv 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  a, 
Hogan,  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Walworth,  from  the  same  Committee, 
who  were  instructea  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  increasing  the  appropriation  for  arminc  the 
whole  body  of  the  militia,  submitted  the  follow- 
iog  resolution : 

Ruolvedj  That  it  is  expedient  to  increai»e  the  an- 
niul  ippropriation  for  arming  the  militia,  for  the  year 
1S23,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

The  resolution  was  committed  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Metcalfe,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  subject  of  Indian  Affairs,  made  a 
^port  in  relation  to  the  Florida  Indians,  conclu- 
<ling  with  the  following  resolution : 

Retohedj  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 


be  authorized  and  requested  to  commence  a  system  of 
operations  for  the  gradual  and  ultimate  effectuation  of 
the  objects  contemplated;  allowing  him  to  exercise 
and  pursae  his  own  judgment,  as  to  the  manner  or 
mode  of  doing  it ;  and  to  communicate  to  this  House, 
as  soon  as  may  be,  after  the  commencement  of  the 
next  session,  the  progress  and  result  of  his  proceedings 
therein. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  commercial 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  certain 
British  colonial  ports,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  the  subject  has  been  referred,  reported  a  bill 
to  abolish  the  office  of  Measurer ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Russell,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  made  a  report  in  relation  to  the  act  of 
the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  passed  the  5th  of 
August,  1822,  concluding  with  a  resolution  re- 
commending that  the  subject  be  referred  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  that  he  be  re- 
quested to  obtain,  by  negotiation  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  such  modifications  of  the 
act  of  Parliament  of  the  5th  of  August,  1822,  as 
may  remove  all  just  cause  of  complaint;  which 
report  was  ordereid  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Charles  Carr^  of 
Kentuckv.  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief; 
which  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in 
force  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  supplementar^r  to 
the  several  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  approved  the  11th  of 
May,  1820,  and  for  other  purposes,  reported  the 
same  without  amendment,  ana  it  was  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  joint  reso- 
lution requiring  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  an  an- 
nual statement  of  the  expenditures  from  tne  con- 
tingent fund  of  the  two  Houses :  Whereupon,  it 
was  ordered  that  the  said  resolution  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Marvland,  made  an  unsuccess- 
ful motion  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  in  the  case  of  Sarah  Easton  and  Dor- 
othy Storer. 

Mr.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  also  made  an  un- 
successful motion  to  take  up  the  resolution  laid  on 
the  table  two  days  ago  by  him,  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  report  a  bul  for 
the  erection  of  two  steam  batteries  on  the  Missis- 
sippi. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  newspapers, 
journals,  and  other  periodical  publications,  charts 
and  instruments,  maps  and  prints,  taken  at  the 
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mercial  agenti  abroad ;  the  expanditOTe  under  each 
head  to  be  stated  separately. 

The  resolution  having  been  read — 
Mr.  GoRHAM  offered  the  following  as  an  amend- 
ment to  this  resolution : 

"  Also  to  inform  this  House  what  amount  of  money 
has  been  paid  into  the  Treasury  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  present  Government  from  the  duties  laid 
upon  imports  and  tonnage  entering  the  ports  and  har- 
bors of  the  United  States,  with  the  amount  of  hospital 
money  received  by  the  officers  of  the  Government  out 
of  seamen's  wages,  stating  how  lar  the  amount  of  ^aid 
duties  and  hospital  money  have  exceeded  the  amount 
expended  on  the  items  specified  in  the  first  part  of 
this  resolution  ;  also  to  inform  the  House  how  many 
of  the  lighthouses  now  maintained  by  the  United 
States  were  erected  by  the  individual  States,  and 
where  the  same  are  situated." 

Mr.  Sloane  received  this  amendment  as  a  mod- 
ification of  his  resolution. 

The  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the  resolu- 
tion as  thus  amended — 

Mr.  Wood  expressed  his  hope  that  the  resolu- 
tion would  not  pass.  There  was  no  business  be- 
fore this  House  upon  which  this  information 
could  operate ;  and,  if  there  were,  the  same  infor- 
mation was  already  on  the  files  of  the  House, 
being  obtained  under  calls  at  former  sessions. 
The  effect  of  the  resolution  would  therefore  only 
he  to  give  on nece&aary  trouble  to  the  public  officers. 

Mr.  Sloanb  said  he  did  not  expect  any  oppo- 
sition to  this  motion,  being  a  call  for  information 
merelv.  His  object  in  calling  for  it  was  to  throw 
some  light  on  the  exercise  of  powers  by  Congress, 
which  could  only  have  been  inferred  by  a  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution  analogous  to  that 
which  was  contended  by  the  friends  of  internal 
improvement,  of  the  unconstitutionality  of  which 
so  much  had  been  heard.  That  subject,  if  not 
discussed  at  the  present  session,  would  be  at  the 
next^  and  it  would  be  proper  to  obtain  the  infor- 
mation necessary  to  enable  the  House  to  act  un- 
derstandingly  upon  it. 

Mr.  Chambers,  of  Ohio,  said  that  the  resolu- 
tion, in  its  present  form,  would  be  imperative  on 
the  Executive  to  giye  the  information  at  the  pres- 
ent session.  As  thejgentleman  had  expressed  no 
desire  to  have  the  information  at  the  present  ses- 
sion, and  as  so  little  time  remained  within  which 
to  procure  it,  Mr.  C.  wished  the  resolve  to  be  so 
amended  as  that  the  information  should  be  com- 
municated at  the  commencement  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress. 

The  resolution  was  accordingly  so  amended. 

Mr.  McLane  suggested  the  propriety  of  amend- 
ing the  resolution  so  as  to  require  also  an  account 
of  the  expenses  of  surveying  the  public  lands  from 
the  commencement  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Sloanb  said  he  did  not  see  any  connexion 
between  that  subject  and  the  object  of  his  call. 
This  was  the  first  resolution  he  had  ever  offered 
to  call  for  information,  and  he  did  not  see  why 
attempts  should  be  made  to  embarrass  this  reso- 
lution, when  such  resolutions,  moved  by  others, 
were  suffered  to  pass  almost  as  matters  of  course. 

Mr.  McLane  assured  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 


that  he  had  no  intention  to  embamn  his  reten- 
tion ;  but,  desiring  to  have  this  ioformauon ;: 
connexion  with  that  re<}uired  by  the  resolmioo  i 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  he  moved  to  amoidtb 
resolution  by  adding  thereto  the  following : 

"  And,  also,  the  amount  of  mooey  expend  k 
surveying  and  disposing  of  the  public  lends.*' 

Mr.  Stewart  moved  to  amend  the  amenteot 
by  adding  thereto  the  following : 

**  And  the  amount  received  from  the  salcf  of  mi 
lands." 

Mr.  CoNoicT  then  moved  to  lay  the  resola&oi 
and  the  amendments  on  the  table ;  and  the  nnta 
was  agreed  to. 

VIRGINIA  MILITARY  LAND  WARSAXT& 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  wLct 
is  committed  the  bill  extending  the  time  for  k^jt- 
ing  Virginia  military  land  warrants,  and  retcra- 
ing  surveys  thereon  to  the  G(enerai  Laud  Ofib. 
as,  also,  the  bill  extending  the  time  for  issuing  vi: 
locating  military  land  warrants  to  officers  d 
soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  were  d:;- 
charged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the&xi 
bills. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  U 
extending  the  time  for  locating  Virginia  milits*? 
land  warrants,  and  returning  surveys  theren  i 
the  Greneral  Land  Office. 

A  debate  arose,  of  considerable  length  ari  lai; 
mation  ;  in  the  course  of  which,  the  prinei^^' 
the  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  ci 
Mr.  Ross,  or  Ohio ;  and  supported  by  Mesai 
Stevenson,  Campbell  of  Onio,  McCor.  Ris 
KIN,  Mercer,  and  Haroin. 

Mr.  Sloane  then  moved  to  add  the  follovi:;. 
by  way  of  amendment,  to  the  biU: 

«<  8ic.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  nohoMera 
any  warrant  which  has  been  located  and  wytjti 
shall  be  permitted  to  remove  the  same,  and  ^^^ 
cate  it  on  any  other  tract,  excmt  in  cases  of  <««t>^« 
or  unless  it  be  found  to  inteMre  with  a  pn«  ^' 
tion." 

After  some  debate  on  this  amendment,  in  vbtcfi 
Messrs.  MoCot,  Wright,  Walker,  Rbu.  t» 
Cook,  engaged,  it  was  negatived  by  a  t&osi^ 
able  majority. 

The  bill  was  then  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Campbell,  so  as  to  extend  its  operation  lo^ 
years  for  locating,  and  six  years  for  retartsx 
surveys. 

The  debate  was  then  resumed  bf  Mr.  Vi^ 
who  zealouslv  opposed  the  bill,  which  Mr.  Hi^ 
DIN  again  defended. 

Mr.  Ross  then  offered  the  following  ain«^{ 
ment: 

«  Provided,  That  no  warrant  shall  heretfttf  be  1^ 
cated  by  virtue  of  this  or  any  other  law,  on  aay  !>» 
heretofore  sold  by  the  United  States,  to  any  ii»^^'^ 
ual  or  individuals.'' 

Messrs.  Hardin,  Rankin,  and  Caupbeu,' 
Ohio,  opposed  the  amendment ;  and  Messrs.  B$^ 
and  Cook  supported  it ;  when 

The  amendment  was  negatived.  ,,, 

Mr.  Walworth,  who  was  in  favor  of  ihi^^ 


1073 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


1074 


FfiBBUART,  1833. 


Cwwberlaiid  Road, 


H.  OF  R. 


Eddj,  Edwtrds  of  Connecticut,  Forref t,  Gilmer,  Gist, 
Gorham,  GrOM,  Hemiiton,  Hardin^  Harris,  Hemi^ill, 
Hill,  Holcombe,  Jackson,  Jennings,  F.  Johnson,  J.  T. 
JobnioD,  J.  8«  Johnston,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent, 
Keyet,  Kirkland,  Lincoln,  Little,  McCarty,  MciDuffie, 
McKim,  McLane,  McNeill,  Mallaiy,  Mercer,  Metcalfe, 
MoQtgomerj,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Midland,  Newton,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Pier- 
son,  Pitcher,  Poinsett,  Rankin,  Reed  of  Massachusetts, 
Reed  of  Maiyland,  Reid  of  Georgia,  Rich,  Rogers, 
Hon,  Sloane,  Arthur  Smith,  William  Smith,  Sterling 
of  New  York,  J«  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Tomlinson, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Udree,  Upham,  Vance,  Van  Rensse- 
laer, Wslker,  Waifield,  Woodson,  and  Wright— 66. 

So  Mr.  Buchanan's  amendment  was  negativ- 
ed, and  Mr.  Ingham's  proposition  of  course  fell 
with  it. 

Mr.  Whipple  then  moved  the  following  amend- 
meot,  which  be  supported  on  the  around  that  it 
would  be  proper  to  continue  to  this  road  that 
distinctive  character,  by  which  it  had  been  sepa- 
rated from  objects  of  internal  improvement  gen- 
erally : 

Provided,  The  sum  hereby  appropriated  shall  be 
charged  to,  and  repaid  from,  the  funa  pledged  for  the 
construction  of  said  road. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Wright, 
Mr.  FoBWARD,  and  Mr.  xIaroin,  on  the  ground 
that,  as  the  fund  in  question  was  already  in  debt 
to  the  Treasury  ten  times  as  much  as  it  would  ever 
be  able  to  pay,  and  of  course  worse  than  exhaust- 
ed, to  insert  this  amendment  would  be  in  fact  the 
rejection  of  the  main  object  of  the  bill.  Mr.  For- 
ward took  also  a  broader  ground ;  that  he  wished 
this  hill  to  appear  in  terms  what  he  contended  it 
in  fact  is,  an  exercise  of  the  general  power  of  in- 
ternal improvement;  maintaining^  that  the  end 
and  object  of  any  appropriation  of  public  money 
is  the  only  test  of  the  constitutionality  of  that  ap- 
propriation, and  that  to  speak  of  a  Constitutional 
appropriation  for  an  unconstitutional  object  was 
an  ateurdity. 

Mr.  Whipple  replied  that,  if  the  fund  should 
oerer  accrue,  the  money  could  not  be  reimbursed. 
His  object  was  not  to  defeat  the  bill,  but  to  make 
it  conform  to  preceding  legislation  on  the  subject. 

The  question  being  taken  on  this  amendment, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Fabr£llt  asked  for  infornution  of  the 
ground  on  which  the  particular  sum  of  twenty-five 
tbotuand  dollars  in  the  bill  was  founded ;  and  Mr. 
Tbimbls  infcM-med  him  that  it  was  predicated  on 
estimates  by  intelligent  men. 

Mr.  CoLDEN  did  not  rise  to  discuss  the  bill ; 
havioff  no  doubt  of  the  power  of  Congress  to  pass 
this  t»ll,  though  be  had  some  doubts  of  its  power 
to  eiecute  internal  improvements  generally.  He 
rose  to  move  to  strike  out  the  word  "  National," 
IS  applied  in  the  bill  to  the  road,  substituting 
therefor  the  word  "  puWic,"  equallv  descriptive  of 
the  road,  and  not  liable  to  the  oDJection  which 
tie  perceived  to  the  other  term. 

This  amendment  was  asreed  to — ^71  to  63. 

Mr.  Jennings  proposed  the  following  as  an 
iroendment  to  the  bill : 

And  be  itfitrther  ent^ded^  That  so  much  of  the  act 


entitled  *'  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government  for  the  year  1819,"  as  purports  to 
have  pledgfed  the  two  per  cent  fund  of  the  States  of 
Indiana  and  Illinois,  tor  the  repayment  of  moneys 
appropriated  for  the  coostraotion  and  repairs  of  the 
Cumberland  road,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  re- 
pealed. 

Mr.  J.  accompanied  this  amendment  with  some 
observations,  the  object  of  which  was  to  show  that 
the  fund  belonging  to  these  States  had  been  un- 
justly and  illeigally  considered  as  appropriated  to 
the  Cumberland  road. 

Mr.  Mallart  suggested  that,  to  attempt  to  at- 
tach this  proposition  to  the  bill  before  the  House 
would  require  the  discussion  of  a  question  for 
which,  he  was  sure,  the  House  was  not  prepared 
at  this  time,  and  which  would  but  serve  to  em- 
barrass this  bill. 

Mr.  Rhea  also  protested  against  introducing 
such  an  amendment  as  this  into  this  bill. 

Mr.  Cook  said  he  concurred  most  heartily  with 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  as  to  the  object  of 
this  amendment,  but  he  was  satisfied  the  House 
was  not  prepared  at  this  time  to  investigate  it. 
He  believed  the  provision  of  the  law  of  1819  to 
have  been  a  glaring  outrage  on  the  rights  of  In- 
diana and  Illinois.  Lest  a  decision  neffativinff 
this  proposition,  as  an  amendment  to  this  bill, 
should  be  used  as  an  argument  against  the  rights 
of  these  States  hereafter,  when  separately  and 
directly  before  the  House,  Mr.  C.  suggested  to  the 
ffentleman  from  Indiana  the  propriety  of  with- 
drawing his  amendment. 

Influenced  by  these  suggestions,  Mr.  Jennings 
withdrew  his  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  read  a  third  time,  and  decided  by  the 
following  vote: 

YsAS — Mesaes.  Abhot,  Barber  of  ConnecCkut,  Bate- 
maii>  Baylies,  Bayly,  BlacUedge,  Burrows,  Campbell 
of  New  York,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Carter,  CaMedy, 
Chambers,  Colden,  Condiot,  Conkling,  Cook,  CosL- 
man,  Cathbert,  Dane,  Durfee,  Dwight,  £ddy,  Ed- 
wards of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Fnl- 
ler,  Gorham,  GoTan,  Hamilton,  Hardin,  Harris, 
Hemphill,  HiU,  Hobart,  Holcombe,  Hubbard,  Jackson, 
Jennings,  F.  Johnson,  J.  T.  Johnson,  J.  S.  Johnston, 
Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Keyes,  Kirkland,  Little, 
McCarty,  McKim,  McLane,  McNeill,  Mallary,  Mer- 
cer, Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  South  Carolina,  Montgom- 
eiy,  Moore  of  Virginia,  Moore  of  Alabama;  Neale, 
Nelson  of  Maryland,  Newton,  Pattenron  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Pierson,  Plamer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett, 
Rankin,  Reed  of  Maryland,  Reid  of  Georgia,  Rich, 
Rogers,  Roes,  Ruggles,  Saunders,  Scott,  Sloane,  Ster- 
ling of  New  York,  A.  Stevenson,  Stewart,  Taylor, 
Tomlinson,  Trimble,  Udree,  Upham,  Vance,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Walker,  Warfield,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
Woodcock,  Woodson,  and  Wright— 89. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen  of  Maseachu- 
setts,  Ball,  Bassett,  Bigelow,  Borland,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Burton,  Cambreleng,  Cannon,  Conner, 
Crafts,  DenisoB,  Diekinson,  Edwards  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Farrelly,  Floyd,  Forrest,  Forward,  Oamett,  Gil- 
mer, Gist,  Gross,  Hawks,  Ingham,  Lathrop^  Leftwich, 
Lincoln,  Litchfield,  McCoy,  McSherry,  Matlack,  Mat- 
son,  Mattocks,  Mitchell  of   Penns](lvania,  Murray, 
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DepartmeDt  of  State,  on  public  account;  accom- 
panied by  a  catalogue  of  all  books  belonging  to 
the  said  Department,  purchased  at  public  expense; 
which  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  several  acts  for  the  adjustment 
of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  en{[rossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Captain  Richard  High  tower,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

REVOLUTIONARY  LAND  WARRANTS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  extending  the  time  for  issuing  and  locating 
military  land  warrants  to  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the/ Revolutionary  army;  when^- 

Mr.  Ross  moved  to  subjoin  thereto  the  follow- 
ing section : 

**  8x0.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  at  the 
expiration  of  the  time  limited  by  thie  act  for  the  loca- 
tion of  the  military  land  warrente  aforeeaid,  it  ehall  be 
the  duty  of  the  CommiMioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  to  transmit  to  the  Surveyor  General  a  list  of  all 
the  lots  of  land  within  the  fifty  quarter  townships 
which  shall  at  that  time  remain  unlocated.  And  the 
Surveyor  General  ehall  prepare  and  transmit  to  the 
registers  of  the  land  office  at  Chitlicothe  and  Zanee- 
Tille,  reepectively,  general  plats  of  the  aforesaid  unlo- 
eated  lots ;  which  lots  shall,  after  the  4th  day  of  Jane, 
1835,  be  offered  for  sale  at  the  land  offices  in  the  dis- 
tricts in  which  they  are  situated,  in  the  same  manner, 
and  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions,  in  every 
reapect,  as  other  public  lands  are  oflered  at  private 
•ale  in  the  fame  districts." 

Mr.  Ross  offered  some  remarks  in  explanation 
and  support  of  his  amendment,  and  was  opposed 
t^  Mr.  Rankin  and  Mr.  McCoy. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment,  it 
was  negatiired ;  and  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  unfinished  business  of  Wednesday,  being 
the  bill  appropriating  $25,000  for  the  repair  of  the 
Cumberland  road. 

The  question  before  the  House  was  on  agreeing 
to  the  amendment  proposed  bv  Mr.  Buchanan  ; 
which  amendment  is  in  the  following  words : 

"  Sxc.  4.  That,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  De- 
cember next,  any  right  which  the  United  States  may 
have  to  so  much  of  the  said  road  as  lies  within  the 
State  of  Maryland,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  ceded 
to  the  said  State :  Provided,  The  Legislature  thereof 
ahall,  within  six  months  thereafter,  accept  the  same, 
upon  the  following  express  conditions— that  is  to  say : 
tfiey  shall  for  ever  keep  such  portion  of  the  said  road 
in  good  repair ;  and  ahall  collect  no  more  toll  thereon 
than  will  be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  and  to  defray 
the  expense  of  collection ;  and  shall  also,  annually, 
cause  to  be  published  an  account  of  the  tolls  received, 
and  the  manner  in  which  they  have  been  expended, 

<<  Sxc.  5.  That,  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of  De- 
cember next,  any  right  which  the  United  States  may 
have  to  80  much  of  the  said  road  as  lies  within  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 


ceded  to  the  said  State:  Provided,  The  Legiiiiua 
thereof  shall,  within  six  months  thereafter,  accept  t^ 
same,  upon  the  following  express  condiiiont— Uui  k 
to  say :  they  shall  forever  keep  such  portioD  of  » 
said  road  in  good  repair,  and  shall  collect  no  maretei 
thereon  than  will  be  necessary  for  that  parpose,  is: 
to  defray  the  expense  of  ooUeetion ;  and  ihtU  ik 
annually  cause  to  be  puUiahed  an  aeeooat  of  tk  !&» 
received,  and  the  manner  in  whiefa  they  ban  am 
expended. 

•'Sac.  6.  That,  from  and  after  the  said  ficit ^y  rf 
December  next,  any  right  which  the  United  Stiia an 
have  to  ao  much  of  the  said  rood  as  Ues  mi&k  oi 
State  of  Virginia  be,  and  the  same  is  beteby,  ceded  \i 
the  said  State :  Provided,  The  Legislatore  tbmof  ^ 
within  six  months  thereafter,  accept  the  same.  ^ 
the  following  express  conditions — ^ihat  is  to  saj:  ihn 
shall  forever  keep  such  portion  of  the  said  road  iD|»i 
repair,  and  shall  collect  no  more  toll  thereoo  thuvil 
be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  and  to  defraj  the  ei- 
pense  of  collection  ;  and  shall  also  anooallj  ctsjctj 
be  published  an  account  of  the  tolls  received,  and  tht 
manner  in  which  they  have  been  expended.*' 

Mr.  Ingham,  of  Pennsvlvania,  to  obviate  w 
of  the  main  objections  wnich  had  been  takes  t 
the  principle  oi  the  amendment,  moved  to  ao^c 
the  amendment,  by  adding  thereto  the  follow:!^ 

"  Sxc.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thau  in  at 
either  of  the  said  States,  at  any  time  after  eitkr  a 
them  shall  have  accepted  the  cession  of  the  said  m 
upon  the  foregoing  conditions,  shall  neglect  oro^ 
to  comply  wi&  the  same,  the  Congress  of  the  Cojied 
States  shall  then  have  power,  upon  due  proof  ieai 
made  to  their  satisfaction  of  such  neglect  or  re^ 
to  resume  any  right  which  the  United  Stated  mayeff 
possess  to  such  part  of  the  aaid  road  as  shsll  be  wM 
any  of  the  said  States  so  neglecting  or  refoeis^:- 
adopt  such  rules  and  regulations  for  the  preaeniw 
and  repair  of  the  same,  as  though  this  act  had  k^ 
been  passed." 

Mr.  Buchanan  accepted  this  amendmai^^' 
part  of  his  motion. 

A  division  of  the  question  was  required,  ikot- 
ever,  which  brought  Mr.  Buchanan's  ameoilQ^I 
iu  its  original  shape  first  before  the  House.  Abc 
the  question  on  agreeing  thereto  was  dectded  br 
the  following  vote : 

y'xAS  —  Messrs.  Abbot,  Alien  of  Ma9iacb««ft 
Archer,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Bigelow,  BerlaDd,Brwi 
Buchanan,  Burton,  Cambretong,  CanneD,  Cni^ 
DickinBon«  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Bdwaidi  ^ 
North  Carolina,  FarreUy,  Floyd,  Forward,  Gie^ 
Harvey,  Hawkai  Hooks,  Hnbbaid,  Ingham,  li^ 
Leftwieb,  Litchfield,  McCoy,  MoSheny.  )i^^ 
Matson»  Mattocks,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvaaii,  V^ 
of  Virginia,  Murray,  New,  Patterson  of  New  Y«* 
Phillips,  Plomer  of  New  Hampshire,  Plumer  of  P^ 
syhrania,  Rhea,  Rochester,  Rugglee,  Rasa,  SaaBder>|. 
Sergeant,  Alexander  Smyth,  Spencer,  Sterliog  ^ 
Connecticut,  A.  Stevenson,  Stoddard,  Swao,  Tijj^'" 
Tod,  Tucker  of  South  CaroUna,  Van  Wjck.  «.»; 
worth,  Whipple,  White,  WiUimms  of  Virgioia,  ^^^ 
liams  of  North  Carolina,  Williamson,  Wilaos,  »• 
Wood--65. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  BaU,  Barber  of  (^ 
necticut,  Baylies,  Bayly,  Blaekledge,  Borrow*.  CtfT 
bell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Chambers,  Coldeo,  Cqb^ 
Conkling,  Cushman,  Dane,  Denison,  Dorfte,  1^^ 
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as  the  motioD  could  not  be  received  without  the 
UDaniinous  consent  of  the  House,  and  a  member 
objecting  to  it,  Mr.  C.  failed  in  his  object. 

Ad  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Carr, 
late  paymaster  to  Colonel  William  Dudley's  regi- 
ment of  Kentucky  militia ;  an  engrossed  bill  for 
liie  relief  of  John  B.  Hogan ;  the  engrossed  bill, 
extending  the  time  for  issuing  and  locating  mili- 
tary land  warrants  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Revolutionary  Army ;  and  an  engrossed  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States  for  the  year  1823;  were  severally 
read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  coDCurtence. 

The  engrossed  joint  resolution,  requiring  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  an  annual  account  of 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  Senate  for  its  concurrence. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  making  an  appro- 
priation for  the  repair  of  the  National  road  from 
Comberland  to  IVneeling,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed — 75  votes  to  45. 

Oq  a  motion  to  amend  the  title  of  this  bill,  so 
as  to  make  it  com^rt  with  the  amendment  yester- 
day made  to  the  hrst  section  of  the  bill,  bv  strik- 
ing out  "  National,"  and  inserting  "  public,"  it  was 
decided  affirmatively — yeas  63,  nays  56. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^^  to  revive  and  con- 
tinae  in  force  the  seventh  section  of  an  act.  enti- 
tled ^An  act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts 
for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,'  approved  th^  11th  day  of  May,  1820, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  finally  passed. 

Mr.  Little  (leave  being  granted)  presented  a 
memorial  from  eighty  enterprising  farmers  and 
mechanics  within  his  district,  prayinff  Congress 
to  pass  the  bill  now  on  the  Clerk's  table,  for  the 
occupation  of  the  mouth  of  Columbia  river,  inti- 
mating their  wish  to  remove  thither,  for  the  im- 
proyement  of  that  country,  and  of  their  own  con- 
dition ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate,  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  Uying  out  and  making  a  road  from  the 
lower  rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  to  the 
western  boundary  of  the  Connecticut  Western  Re- 
serve, in  the  State  of  Ohio,  agreeably  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  treatv  of  Brownstown,"  with  amend- 
ments, in  which  tney  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

JACOB  AND  HENRY  8CHIEPPKLIN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRSLENa  the  House  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Remhedy  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be 
diichsrged  from  the  farther  consideration  of  the  peti- 
tion of  Jacob  and  Henry  Schiefielin,  of  New  York  ; 
that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted 8taf  cfl ;  and  that  he  be  reqaosted  to  aflbrd  to  the 
petitioners,  in  the  proeecution  of  their  claim  on  the 
Britbh  GoYemment,  soch  asetstance  as  the  natare  of 
the  case  may  require. 


Mr.  Cambseleno  said,  he  was  aware  that  rea- 
olutions  of  this  character  were  usually  adopted  or 
rejected  silently ;  but,  as  the  case  had  been,  under 
similar  resolutions,  twice  before  silently  referred 
to  the  Department  of  State,  without  obtaining  for 
the  claimants  the  aid  required,  it  would  obviously 
be  idle  to  refer  it  a  third  time,  without  any  expla- 
nation of  the  reasons  whjr  the  Government  is  again 
called  upon  to  extend  its  aid  in  prosecuting  a 
claim,  which,  though  long  neglected,  appearcid  to 
him  to  be  sustained  by  every  principle  of^law  and 
equity.  To  make  a  third  fruitless  call  upon  the 
Government  would  be  doing  injustice  to  the 
claimants.  The  object  of  the  resolution  is  merely 
to  request  the  President  to  cause  this  claim  to  be 
urged  upon  the  attention  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment ;  and  an  examination  of  the  case  would 
clearly  show  the  propriety  and  justice  of  the  re- 
quest. Another  consideration  made  it  more  neces- 
sary at  this  time  to  take  a  full  view  of  the  case ; 
there  were  two  reports  upon  the  table,  one  from 
the  Department  of  State,  the  other  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations ;  and,  although  they 
do  not  resemble  each  other  in  any  other  feature, 
they  accord  in  virtually  refusing  to  the  Scheiffe- 
lins  the  assistance  of  their  Government  in  prose- 
cuting this  claim  on  the  British  Grovernment.  He 
had  a  high  respect  for  the  talents  of  the  two  dis- 
tinguished and  learned  gentlemen,  the  authors  of 
these  reports;  but,  whilst  he  should  not  dissent 
from  their  opinion  without  some  apprehension,  be 
felt  too  warm  an  interest  in  the  success  of  his 
constituents  to  withhold  his  own  view  of  the  case, 
or  to  leave  untried  any  effort  to  obtain  indemnity 
for  them. 

Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  to  give  a  narative  of  the 
case.  It  appeared,  that  the  Schieffelins,  in  1808, 
obtained  a  special  permission  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  send  the  ship  Brunswick 
to  Martinique  for  property  which  they  had  there. 
At  Martinique  the  ship  was  laden  with  sugar. 
She  sailed  in  MaV)  and  was  captured  by  His  Ma- 

n's  schooner  Bacchus,  and  sent  into  Antigua 
me.  In  July  the  ship  was  released,  but  a 
certain  portion  of  the  suear  belonging  to  the 
SchieffeLns  was  condemned,  as  French  property. 
An  appeal  was  entered ;  and,  in  November,  1810, 
the  LK)rds  Commissioners  of  Appeals  in  England 
reversed  the  decision  of  the  Vice  Admiralty  court^ 
and  ordered  the  property,  or  the  proceeds  thereof, 
after  deducting  the  costs,  to  be  restored  to  the 
Schieffelins.  Repeated  applications  were  made 
to  the  register  of  the  court  for  the  adjustment  of 
this  claim ;  but  this  was  delayed,  through  the  ne- 
cessity of  correspondingwith  Antigua  to  ascertain 
the  amount  of  costs.  The  claim  was  in  this  sit- 
uation when  war  was  declared.  In  December, 
1813,  eighteen  months  after  the  declaration  of 
war,  and  more  than  three  years  after  the  date  of  the 
decree  in  favor  of  the  Schieffelins,  the  property 
was  seized  a  jsecond  time,  and  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  Appeals  condemned  it  as  lawful  prize 
to  the  Crown.  In  1816,  the  Schieffelins  presented 
a  petition  to  this  Government,  praying  its  assist- 
ance in  prosecuting  the  claim.  They  were  pro- 
mised aid.    In  1817,  nothing  having  been  done, 
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New,  Patteraon  of  New  York,  Phillips.  Pitcher, 
Plamer  of  Pennsylvftnia,  Randolph,  Rhea,  Rochester, 
Rodney,  Rum,  Raasell,  Sergeant,  Arthur  Smith,  Al- 
exander Smyth,  Spencer,  Sterling  of  Connecticut,  A. 
Stevenson,  Thompson,  Tod,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Van  Wyck,  Walworth,  Whipple,  White, 
Williams  of  NorUi  Carolina,  Williamson,  Wilson, 
and  Wood — 66. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLane, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  and  proceeded  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  details  of  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establish- 
ment for  the  year  1823. 

A  good  deal  of  debate  took  nlace  on  some  of 
the  items  of  the  bill ;  in  which  Messrs.  McLanb, 
Floyd,  Cannon,  Walwobth,  Hamilton,  Wil- 
liams of  North  Carolina,  McCoy,  and  Rhea, 
took  part. 

The  bill  having  been  gone  through — 

Mr.  Tattnall  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

*'  For  the  eitinction  of  the  Indian  title  to  certain 
reservationa  of  land  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  made  under  the  treaties  of  1817,  1819,  and 
1881,  fifty  thonaand  dollars.*' 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  question  to  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  makine  appropriation  for  fortifications, 
it  was  determined  that  the  Committee  would  now 
proceed  to  consider  it. 

At  this  stage  of  the  business  of  the  Committee 
Mr.  Tract  made  a  motion  for  the  Committee  to 
rise,  which  was  negatired. 

On  the  first  item  of  appropriation,  being  fifty- 
eight  thousand  dollars  for  the  completion  of  Fort 
Delaware,  Mr.  Tract,  Mr.  Cocke,  and  Mr.  Rhea, 
opposed  the  appropriation,  and  Mr.  McLane  and 
Mr.  Sergeant  supported  it. 

Before  taking  the  question  on  this  appropria- 
tion, the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  first  of 
-  the  above  two  bills  as  amended. 

The  amendments  made  in  the  Committee  to 
the  bill  for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  were  concurred  m  by  the  House,  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing to-morrow. 

Previous  to  the  question  being  taken  on  con- 
curring with  the  Committee  in  the  several  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  for  making  appropriations  for 
the  Indian  Department — 

The  House  adjourned  at  half  past  4  o'clock. 


Satdbdat,  February  22. 

Mr.  Pldhee,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred,  reported  a  bill  concerning  stamps  ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Cook,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  recommitted  the  bill  extend- 
ing the  time  for  locating  military  land  warrants. 


and  returning  surveys  thereon  to  the  Gtttm. 
Land  OfiSce,  reported  the  same  with  an  acia:- 
ment ;  and  the  bill  and  amendment  were  ordc* 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnston,  of  Lonisiafia,  t? 
Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs  were  instructed  l 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  steaaiii- 
teries  for  the  defence  of  tne  Missifisippi  rire. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LiNCOUf,  the  Comiiiimoa 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  ieic  t'. 
ezpediencT  of  altering  the  times  of  holdia;  t^ 
sessions  of  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  S:it« 
in  the  States  of  Maine  and  New  Hampsiiire. 

Mr.  Walworth,  from  the  Committee  on  MI~ 
tary  Afiairs,  to  which  was  recommitted  ibe  C 
from  the  Senate  providing  for  payment  of  cers!: 
militia  services  in  the  State  of  Georgia  daria^n 
year  1792.  '93^  and  '94,  reported  it  as  their  ^£; 
ion  that  tne  bill  ouff ht  to  be  rejected ;  and  m'fi 
that  the  bill  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of .» 
Whole. 

Mr.  Thompson  made  a  motion  to  la^  tbek 
on  the  table,  expressing  a  hope  that  the  Hccv 
would  indulge  him  by  taking  it  up  on  Mos^ 
next,  or  some  early  day  in  the  next  week,  T:a 
he  had  no  doubt  the  members  of  the  Mii.^ 
Committee,  as  well  as  the  House,  could  best:- 
fied  of  the  Justness  of  this  claim. 

The  Speaker  having  intimated  that  til  h^'-:- 
containing  an  appropriation  of  money  nsti'^* 
dergo  consideration  first  in  Committee  sf  tt 
Whole- 
Mr.  Thompson  withdrew  his  motion,  uhI  t:- 
bill  was  then  recommitted. 

Mr.  Taylor,  adverting  to  the  rule  tdoptei :' 
the  last  session,  the  effect  of  which  is  that  cc  ''- 
siness  should  be  sent  from  either  House  wi::- 
the  last  two  days  of  the  session,  said,  tha.'  '^^ 
rule,  which  he  considered  a  proper  one,  sefiD(ii'« 
reottire  a  different  arrangement  of  the  ksisf^ 
before  the  House ;  with  wliich  view  he  oofeitLf 
following  proposition: 

ReMolved,  That  the  bosiness  now  depending  c«^^l 
the  House,  and  committed  to  a  CommiUec  ^  ^ 
Whole,  other  than  upon  the  state  of  the  ^^^^ 
ranged  by  the  Clerk,  under  the  direcoon  of  the  ^ 
er,  in  the  following  order : 

1.  Private  bills  originating  in  this  Houn.         j 
3.  Public  bills,  and  resolutions  origiaatinf  ii  ^ 
House. 

3.  Private  biUs  originating  in  the  Senate. 

4.  Public  billa  and  reMlntions  originatinr^^ 
Senate. 

6.  Unfavorable  reports. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  T^^* 
LOR,  Bassett,  Cook,  and  others,  the  propo^^^ 
was  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  wbicii  ^ 
committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  B^ 
were  discharged  from  the  further  consid^:^^ 
thereof,  and  the  said  bill  was  ordered  to  t<f  ^ 
grossed  and  read  a  third  time  on  Mondar  ik^* 

Mr.  CoLOEN  moved  to  discharge  the  O^^ 
tee  of  the  Whole  from  the  further  consida"^-*. 
of  the  proposition  for  continuing  thepen*^; 
the  widow  of  the  lata  Captain  Lawreoet;  ^* 
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SQch,  tbeo,  were  the  cases  for  which  indemnity 
WIS  claimed  by  our  CommissioQen  at  Ghent. 
Tlie  British  Commissioners  rejected  this  proposi- 
tion, and  upon  the  most  substantial  grounds.  We 
had  declared  war  on  the  18th  June,  and  com- 
meoced  hostilities  forthwith.  These  vessels  and 
eirgoes  were  ^*  droits  of  admiralty,"  and  came  im- 
mediately within  the  scope  of  the  Order  in  Coun- 
cil of  1665 ;  they  arrived  in  England  '^  not  know- 
ing of  the  war."  Besides,  they  were  liable  to 
seizure  and  condemnation,  according  to  the  law 
of  oatioos.  Martens  tells  us  "  that  where  there 
'are  neither  treaties  nor  laws  touching  these 
'  points,  oatioos  continue  still  to  seize  on  all  the 
'  property  belonging  to  its  enemies'  subjects  which 
'  IS  carried  into  its  territories  after  the  declaration 
'  of  war."  There  is  no  provision  in  the  treaty  of 
'94  which  exempts  properly  under  such  circum- 
stances from  seizure  and  condemnation ;  and,  how<- 
eTer  hard  these  cases  may  have  been,  we  have  no 
right  to  complain  of  the  violation  of  any  treaty, 
cr  of  any  principle  of  the  law  of  nations. 

Bat,  sir,  what-resemblance  is  there  between  the 
CMS  to  which  the  Secretary  has  ref<»rred  and  the 
case  of  the  Schieffelins  1  The  former  was  a  case 
^  vessels  and  cargoes,  lawful  prize  to  the  Lord 
Higii  Adniiral,  protected  by  no  treaty  nor  by  the 
law  of  nations ;  the  latter  was  a  case  of  securities 
or  to  moneys,  under  the  guardianship  of  the  court, 
tad  in  the  custody  of  the  Government,  for  years 
jvevious  to  our  declaration  of  war.  Five  years 
prerioas  to  the  decree  of  condemnation  of  1813, 
bad  this  property  been  sold  in  Aniiffua,  and  three 
years  before  this  sequestration  had  the  Lords  Com- 
iQJ^ioDers  ordered  the  proceeds  to  be  paid  over  to 
the  Schieffelins,  the  lawful  owners.  The  property 
vas  in  the  custody  of  the  Qovernment ;  it  had  not 
rncbed  this  custody  through  any  unlawful,  or 
fven  donhtfttl  act  of  the  Schieffelins,  but  through 
me  QflJawful  act  of  the  captors,  and  the  ignorance 
«  the  Vice  Admiralty  Judffe,  as  appealed  by  the 
wree  of  restoration  of  the  Lords  Commissioners. 
rbu  property,  thus  protected  by  the  decree  of  the 
ughest  court  in  England  in  prize  cases,  was  in 
%iand  antecedent  to  the  dedaration  of  war, 
VMi  was,  throughout  all  that  war,  placed  bv  the 
Itw  of  nations,  as  well  as  by  the  treaty  of  '94,  be« 
f Olid  the  reach  of  the  Crown  or  of  the  Lord  High 
AdmiraL  Under  no  circumstances,  and  at  no 
P^  daring  the  war,  could  the  property  have 
^  taken,  withont  violating  the  public  faith  and 
ute  solemn  obligation  of  a  special  treaty. 

There  is  no  reseuhianoe  whatever  between  the 

^  referred  to  in  this  rej^rt,  and  the  case  of  the 

Jwmants.    And  it  is  by  involving  the  latter  in 

"|«»teof  the  former,  that  the  Secretary  reaches 

^  coQclusiott,  that  it  would  be  ikseless  to  urge 

^  the  British  Government  "  daims  which  had 

oeen  thus  unequivocally  excluded/'  But  the  rowrt 

CO&U10&  a  clause,  which,  if  correct,  in  the  fullest 

'^Utudeof  the  expressions  used,  would  render  any 

f^  hopeless  indeed.    It  tells  us,  "  it  was  dis- 

^Qctly  understood  that  no  retrmfieet  was  to  be 

^len  on  either  side,  of  losses  occasioned  by  the 

hostilities  incident  to  war;  and  no  disertmina^ 

tiOD  admitted,  between  such  as  had,  and  such 


'  as  had  not  been  sanctioned  bv  the  ordinary 
'  usages  of  ihkt  relation."  Now,  let  us  8U|^se, 
for  a  moment,  that  the  British  Government  had,  in 
violation  of  the  treaty  of  '94,  confiscated  a  public 
or  private  debt  of  such  a  nature  as  to  be  unques- 
tionably within  the  provisions  of  that  treaty : 
Could  It  be  pretended  that  an  understanding  be- 
tween the  Commissioners,  no  where  expressed  in 
the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  could  deprive  the  citizens 
or  subjects,  of  either  nation,  of  the  rights  secured 
to  them  by  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  of  '94, 
an  article  expressly  declared  in  that  treaty  to  be 
permanent  ?  or  by  the  26th  article  7  For  this,  as 
well  as  the  former,  was  made  in  contemplation 
oL  and  could  not  be  abrogated  by,  war.  A  decree 
of  a  court  touching  moneys  or  securities,  a  right 
or  claim,  and  a  public  or  ^ivate  debt^  rest  pre- 
cisely on  the  same  foundation.  No  one  will  at- 
tempt to  discriminate  between  the  sanctity  of  the 
one  and  the  other.  In  case  of  the  sequestration 
of  either,  nothing  short  of  a  positive  stipulation 
in  the  Treatv  of  Ghent  could  hare  divested  the 
citizens  or  subjects  of  either  nation  of  rights  firmly 
secured  to  them  by  the  10th  and  26th  articles  of 
the  treaty  of  '94. 

Let  us  now  notice  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Rdations.  This  report  denies  that 
the  claim  in  question  is  embraced  in  the  clause 
relied  upon  by  the  Secretary  of  State ;  but,  while 
he  refutes  this  error,  the  author  of  the  report  falls 
into  one  of  ^eater  magnitude.  He  contends  that 
this  claim  is  founded  on  a  loss  or  damage  sus- 
tained not  subtequitU  hJxtanUcedmU'to  the  declara- 
tion of  war.  This  is  obviously  an  error.  It  is  not 
of  the  original  capture  and  decree  of  condemna- 
tion in  the  Vice  Admiralty  Court,  that  the  Schief- 
felins now  complaitt.  The  highest  court  in  Eng- 
land had  reversed  that  decree,  and  but  for  the 
intervening^  war,  the  claimants  would  have  long 
since  received  indemnity.  The  war  broke  out, 
and  a  second  seizure  or  their  property  was  the 
consequence.  But  for  thb  second  seizure  and 
condemnation,  the  petitioners  never  would  have 
had  occasion  to  present  their  case  to  the  attention 
of  this  House.  It  is,  therefore,  of  this  second 
seizure,  made  subsequent  to  the  war,  and  conse* 
quent  condemnation  in  DefMnber,  1813,  that  they 
now  complain ;  on  these  the  existing  claim  is 
founded.  In  pursuance  of  this  error  the  report 
proceeds,  "  In  the  first  dause  of  the  project  of  a 
^  treaty  of  the  10th  November,  1814,  already  cited, 

*  the.  American  Ministers  require  that  indemnity 

<  shall  be  made,  by  his  Britannic  Majesty,  to  the 

*  citizens  of  the  united  States,  fbr  all  losses  and 
^  damages  sustained  by  them  during  the  late  war 
'  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  prior  to 
'  the  commencement  of  the  present  war,  by  rea- 
^  son  of  irre^lar  or  illegal  captures,  seizures,  or 

<  condemnations  of  vessels  and  other  property, 
'  under  color  of  authority,  and  contrary  to  the 

*  known  and  established  rules  of  the  law  of  na- 
^  tions."  The  report  adds,  *<  this  clause  clearly 
embraces  the  case  of  the  petitioners."  Fortunately 
for  the  claimants,  it  very  clearly  does  not  embrace 
their  case.  It  so  happens  that  this  clause  was  in- 
tended to  embrace  the  captures  and  condemnations 
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under  the  celebrated  Orders  ia  Council— cases 
formioff  one  of  the  prominent  causes  of  the  war — 
virtually  abandoned  by  the  Treaty  of  Qhent. 
The  case  in  question  resembles  in  no  one  feature 
the  captures  under  the  Orders  in  Council ;  it  has 
nothing  to  do  with  them  or  with  this  first  clause. 
Hopeless  would  be  the  cause  of  the  claimants, 
were  it  possible  by  any  process  of  reasoning,  how- 
ever ingenioDs,  to  involve  it  in  the  fate  pf  those 
captures:  hopeless  indeed  would  be  the  claim  if 
it  now  rested  on  no  stronger  foundation,  than 
would  the  claims  for  losses  under  the  Orders  in 
Council.  Fortunately,  however,  it  is  better  found- 
ed. It  is  founded  on  the  unlawful  act  of  the  Court 
of  Appeals,  in  arresting  the  execution  of  its  own 
decree  in  December  1813,  and  condemning  to  the 
Crown  the  property  of  the  Schieffelins.  The  report 
concludes,  that  the  rights  of  the  claimants  were  not 
extinguished  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace;  but  that, 
nevertheless,  it  would  not  become  this  Govern- 
ment in  any  manner  to  interfere  in  the  case. 

It  is  somewhat  singular,  that,  while  one  Ghent 
Commissioner  contends  that  the  claim  is  for  a 
loss  or  damage  sustained  antecedent,  the  other 
considers  it  to  be  for  a  loss  or  damage  subsequent 
to  the  war ;  that  while  one  depends  upon  the  first, 
the  other  Ghent  Commissioner  relies  upon  the 
second  clause  of  this  13th  article  as  embracing  the 
case  in  question.  Now,  even  if  by  any  forced 
construction  either  clause  of  it  were  made  to  em- 
brace the  case,  a  question  would  necessarily  arise 
how  its  proposition  and  rejection  could  possibly 
affect  riffhts  secured  by  the  treaty  of  1794.  But 
the  truth  is,  the  article  never  was  intended  to 
touch  and  never  did  touch  the  case  at  all.  The 
Commissioners  knew  nothing  of  the  sequestration ; 
the  claimants  themselves  at  that  time  knew  noth- 
ing of  it.  The  Commissioners  never  could  have 
dreamt  that  a  dourt  in  England  had,  under  such 
circumstances,  arrested  the  execution  of  its  own 
decree,  and  condemned  the  property  to  the  Crown. 
If  they  even  had  known  of  it,  the  stipulations  of 
the  treaty  of  1794  made  it  unnecessary  to  intro- 
duce any  new  article  in  the  treaty  of  1814.  But 
the  claim  was  never  urffed,  never  discussed,  and 
never  surrendered  at  Ghent. 

Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  to  notice  the  merits  of 
the  claim  as  against  the  British  Government, 
with  reference  to  the  laws  of  that  country  and  of 
nations,  and  remarked,  that  whilst  the  rights  of 
the  claimants  appeared  to  him  to  be  strongly  sus- 
tained bv  Maffna  Charta,  by  the  maritime  law  of 
England,  by  the  existing  law  of  civilized  nations, 
as  well  as  by  the  treaty  of  1794,  he  could  not  per- 
suade himsdf  that  this  claim  was  so  hopeless,  as 
it  seemed  to  be  considered  in  the  reporu  he  had 
noticed* 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  conduct  of  Rn^- 
land  towards  the  citzens  of  this  country,  there  is 
no  European  nation  more  distinguished  for  ex- 
tending to  her  enemies  in  time  of  war  the  benefit 
of  the  law  of  reciprocity  ;  at  least  thb  rule  has 
generally  guided  her  courts  in  their  decisions. 
Indeed,  no  principle  of  English  law  is  more  an- 
cient or  better  established  than  that  which  secures 
the  persons  and  property  of  enemies  from  viola- 


tion and  confiscation  in  the  event  of  war,  ast^ 
by  way  of  retaliation  or  reprisal.  The  priofip^ 
is  recognised  in  the  31st  chapter  of  the  origisi 
charter  of  King  John.  This  feature  of  that  cfi^ 
brated  charter  is  one  of  the  chief  ornaments  d 
the  laws  of  England,  and  has  loDg  excited  tke 
admiration  and  commanded  the  appTaose  ern  or 
her  enemies.  But,  the  principle  recorded  is  Vu- 
na  Charta  is  yet  more  ancient  than  the  ve&en^ 
instrument  itself.  The  31st  chnpter  was  foo&ded 
on  the  ancient  usages  of  the  realm,  the  lam  of 
Edward  the  Confessor ;  in  other  words,  tiie  dH 
common  law  of  the  Saxon  Kin^  Here  «pp  per- 
ceive it  striking  its  roots  deeply  m  the  foondatic^ 
of  English  law.  This  principle  is  yet  more  as- 
cient,  and  has  not  been  limited  to  Gh^t  Bn\m 
We  are  told  it  was  a  common  rule  of  eqe  n 
among  the  Northern  nations  to  treat  the  eufsr 
as  the  enemy  treated  them.  This  principle  b 
travelled  through  the  English  history,  and  form 
at  the  present  day,  a  prominent  feature  in  tkf 
maritime  law  of  England.  But,  on  this  p:; 
he  would  quote  an  authority,  which  would  ici 
be  disputed,  at  least  in  England,  and  one  vki 
commanded  respect  wherever  admiralty  lawvs 
known.  He  referred  to  the  opinion  ol  Sir  W& 
Ham  Scott,  given  in  1796,  in  the  case  of  the  Sicft 
Cruz,  in  the^e  words:  'M  conceive  this  pnacipi^ 
^  of  reciprocity  is  b^  no  means  peculiar  to  cffscf 
'  recapture ;  it  is  found  also  to  operate  is  ^ 

*  cases  of  maritime  law:  at  the  breaking  oetcfa 
'  war  it  is  the  constant  practice  of  thb  cooomx 

*  condemn  property  seized  before  the  war,  if  ^ 

*  enemy  condemns,  and  to  restore  if  the  eseQf 

*  restores.    It  is  a  principle  sanctioned  bf  tu: 

*  ffteat  foundation  oi  the  law  of  Bngland,  Mif* 

<  Charta  itself,  which  prescribes  that,  at  thecses- 

<  mencement  of  a  war,  the  enemy's  menk^ 
'  shall  be  kept  and  treated  as  our  own  morbsd, 

<  are  treated  in  their  country."  This  opiiec  oi 
Sir  William  Scott,  thos  positively  settiiif  ^ 
equitable  rule  of  reciprocitv,  is  peenliarlf  inf)^ 
tant  in  the  present  case.  And  now,  I  would  s^ 
what  was  tne  conduct  of  our  Government  don^ 
the  war?  For,  according  to  the  acb  of  ^ 
Government,  the  claimants  in  this  case  wmo* 
were  not  entitled  to  the  benefit,  of  this  rale  ef  n- 
ciprocity.  Look  at  the  act  of  July,  1812,  sotb^ 
iziog  the  President  to  gnmt  passports  for  thea^ 
conveyance  of  such  British  silbjects  as  m^ 
wish  to  leave  the  country  with  tbeir  efilects.  IM 
at  the  punctilious  discharge  of  the  interest  oa  (^ 
public  debt  of  the  United  States  held  hjBm 
subjects;  at  the  pertniBsion  granted  to  British  »j^ 
jects  to  remain  in  the  country  througboot"' 
war,  secure  in  person  and  property;  nay,  emtn 
British  pensioners,  though  evidently  detrio^s^ 
to  the  public  interest :  look  at  the  right  uf  |^ 
ful  observance  by  this  Government  of  the  UbotL 
just,  and  humane  stipulations  of  the  tRtir> 
1794.  The  honorable  conduct  of  our  G<^ 
ment  was  certainly  sufficient  to  entitle  the  ch^ 
ants  to  the  full  benefit  of  thk  rule  of  ncifttef- 
and  to  secure  their  property,  throughout  ihf^ 
from  sequestration.  But,  notwithstanding  aS^ 
did  Sir  WiUiam  Scott,  England's  gmtori^^ 
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jastice  aod  maritime  law,  preside  in  the  CouDctl 
Chamber  and  confiscate  the  property  of  the 
Schieffelins ;  arrest  the  execution  ot  his  own  de- 
cree, and  condemn  that  property,  which  was  un- 
der the  protection  of  the  court  and  in  the  custody 
of  the  Government,  as  lawful  prize  to  the  Crown ! 

But,  said  Mr.  C.  I  shall  also  contend  that,  even 
without  a  treaty,  this  property  was  secured  from 
sequestration  by  the  existing  law  of  civilized  na« 
tioDs.  He  was  aware  that  uie  earlier  writers  say 
that  the  right  of  war  extends  to  every  thing  be- 
longing  to  the  enemy.  They  contend  that  all 
things,  whether  corporeal  or  mcorporeal,  may  be 
seized  upon  and  condemned  as  belon^ng  to  the 
liac.  But,  since  the  age  of  these  writers,  com* 
merceaod  civilization  have  produced  many  modi- 
fications of  the  law  of  nations.  Vattel  and  Mar- 
tens teli  us  that,  in  their  time,  nations  had  found 
it  expedient  to  temper  the  rigor  of  this  right  as  to 
incorporeal  things;  and  the  latter  adds,  "generally 
'  speaking,  a  nation  does  not  venture  to  touch  the 
'  capitals  which  the  subjects  of  the  enemy  may 
'  hare  in  its  funds,  or  that  it  may  otherwise  owe 
'  to  such  subjects."  Since  the  date  of  the  authori- 
ties ]ast  mentioned,  the  principle  has  been  recog- 
nised and  established  by  all  civilized  nations;  for, 
if  the  language  of  treaties  can  make  a  conven- 
tional or  general  usage  from  a  customary  law  of 
oatioos,  the  existing  and  true  rule  of  cirilized 
nations  protects  incorporeal  things  from  seques- 
tration. 

But,  happily  for  the  claimants,  there  is  no  doubt 
as  to  the  true  rule  by  which  the  United  States 
aod  England  are  to  be  governed :  the  treaty  of 
'94  put  ail  doubt  to  rest.  By  the  10th  and  26th 
irticies  of  that  treaty,  made  expressly  in  contem- 
plation of  war,  no  description  of  private  property 
belonging  to  the  one  country,  happening  to  be  in 
ibe  other  precedent  to  the  declaration  of  war, 
»>uid  be  seized  and  condemned  merely  in  conse- 
loence  of  the  war.  The  26th  article  relates  to 
merchants  and  their  property  jreneraliy.  The 
10th  article  is  in  these  words :  "  Neither  the  debts 
due  from  individuals  of  the  one  nation  to  indi- 
Tiduals  of  the  other,  nor  shares,  nor  moneys, 
vbich  they  may  have  in  the  public  funds,  or  in 
the  public  or  private  banks,  shall  ever,  in  any 
event  of  war,  or  national  differences,  be  seques- 
tered or  confiscated,  it  being  unjust  and  impoli- 
tic, that  debts  and  engagements  contracted  and 
made  by  individuals  having  confidence  in  each 
other  and  in  their  respective  Governments,  should 
erer  be  destroyed  or  impaired  bj  national  au- 
thority on  account  of  national  differences  and 
discontents."  Here,  said  Mr.  C,  I  might  con- 
end  that  this  was  moneys  in  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
aod:  that  it  was  a  debt  of  a  most  sacred  chartic- 
er.  which  the  Government  ought  to  have  paid 
mote  the  war ;  for  the  moneys  were  in  its  cus- 
ody,  and  bad  been  repeatedly  demanded  by  the 
ittorney  of  the  claimants:  or  he  might  contend 
hat,  if  not  due  directly  from  the  Government,  it 
i7as  due  from  the  captors,  the  Government  hold- 
ng  the  securities,  and  that  it  was  in  this  view  a 
irirate  debt.  But  he  was  not  disposed  to  contend 
or  any  point  which  might  even  appear  question- 


able; his  object  in  introducing  this  section  was, 
to  show,  what  could  not  be  disputed,  that  the  two 
Governments  had,  in  this  10th  section,  (declared 
to  be  permanent  in  the  treaty  of  '94,)  recognised 
the  principle  that  incorporeal  things  could  not, 
on  the  breaking  out  of  war,  be  seized  and  con- 
demned as  belonging  to  thefisc.  The  principle 
is  here  clearljr  and  permanently  settled  that  all 
incorporeal  things;  all  debts,  public  and  private; 
all  rights,  claims,  demands,  judgments,  or  decrees 
of  courts,  cannot  be,  under  any  circumstances, 
lawfully  seized  upon  by  either  Government.  This 
treatyr,  this  conventional  law  of  the  two  nations, 
was,  in  letter  and  in  spirit,  binding  on  both  Gov- 
ernments. It  ¥ras  the  guide  of  this  Government 
throughout  the  war,  and  we  have  heard  of  no  in- 
stance of  a  violation  of  either  the  10th  or  26th 
articles,  on  the  part  of  the  British  (Government, 
but  the  one  in  question. 

Some  gentlemen  may  contend  that  a  war  abro- 
grates  alltreaties  and  all  stipulations  of  treaties  ; 
but  that  nation  must  hold  her  rank  and  reputation 
among  nations  of  little  importance,  which  should 
consider  as  abrogated  by  a  declaration  of  war,  ar- 
ticles entered  into  expressly  in  contemplation  of 
a  state  of  war.  Martens  is  explicit  on  tnis  point. 
In  speaking  of  treaties,  he  says,  "  Sometimes  they 

*  cease  when  a  State  cnanges  its  constitution ;  and 
'  always  when  a  war,  on  whatever  account,  breaks 

*  out  between  the  contracting  parties ;  except  it 
'  may  be  such  provisions  contained  in  them  as 
'  have  been  made  in  case  of  war."  Thus  we  see 
that  this  10th  article,  as  well  as  the  26th,  was  in 
existence  throughout  the  war,  and  protected  the 
property  of  the  claimants  from  seizure  and  con- 
demnation ;  and  that,  at  least  for  all  the  purposes 
of  this  claim,  it  is  in  existence  now,  and  is  para- 
mount in  its  authority  to  the  Treaty  of  Ghent. 

This  property  was  certainly  seized  and  con- 
demned m  clefiance  of  all  law  and  justice,  and  in 
violation  of  the  obligations  of  a  special  treaty. 
Yet,  we  are  told  that  it  is  not  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  assist  in  prosecuting  the  claim. 
How  this  sequestration  happened  it  is  difficult  to 
imagine,  unless  it  was  condemned,  without  dis- 
crimination, with  the  mass  of  other  property  un- 
der seccure;  for,  during  the  late  war,  the  British 
Ctovemment  was  certainly  not  inattentive  to  the 
stipulations  and  engagements  of  the  treaty  of 
17§4. 

From  all  the  information  he  had  been  able  to 
obtain,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  case  was  9ui 
penerie;  it  stood  alone;  it  is  certainly  without 
a  parallel,  and  as  yet  it  has  never  been  urged  upon 
the  attention  of  the  British  Government.  It  is 
time  that  the  attention  of  that  Government  should 
be  directed  to  it,  in  order  that  this  Government 
may  understand  whether,  in  case  of  a  future  war, 
moneys  or  sureties,  held  under  judgments  or  de- 
crees of  courts,  are  to  be  considered  by  the  two 
Governments  as  liable  to  sequestration.  It  is  im- 
portant to  both  nations  that  this  question  should 
be  now  settled,  that  no  dispute  mav  hereafter 
arise.  Upon  this  question  there  ought  to  exist 
no  doubt.  If  a  due  regard  to  the  public  faith  ac- 
tuatea,  as  is  believed,  the  present  Ministry  in  Eng- 
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land,  the  Schieflfelins  may  yet  obtain  indemnitjr. 
But  DO  matter  what  may  be  oor  doubts  on  thb 
point ;  no  matter  what  may  be  the  fate  of  the 
claim^  there  can  be  but  one  opinion  as  to  the 

Propriety  of  adopting  the  resolution  submitted, 
ustice  may  be  atiU  refused,  but  the  rights  of  the 
claimants  have  not  been  extinguished,  and  it  is  a 
duty  imperative  on  this  Government  to  grant  to 
the  claimants  that  aid  which  has  been  so  long  vir- 
tually denied  to  them.  The  American  Minister 
will  no  doubt  urge  the  claim  with  that  energy  its 
peculiar  nature  is  calculated  to  excite.  And, 
should  he  at  last  fail  in  obtaining  indemnity,  he 
wiU  at  least  have  the  consolation  of  having  dis- 
charged his  duty  to  his  injured  countrymen,  and 
the  case  will  furnish  an  extraordinary  example  of 
the  injustice  of  a  nation  which  has  long  claimed 
for  herself  the  reputation  of  beine  most  distin- 
guished for  an  adherence  to  the  law  of  nations 
a9d  the  obligations  of  treaties. 

When  Mr.  C.  had  concluded,  the  question  was 
taken  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution,  and  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  being  the  bill  making  further 
appropriations  for  the  military  service  ofthe  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  year  1823,  embracing  certain 
Indian  appropriations^  and  concurred  in  all  the 
amendments  made  to  it  in  the  Committee,  except 
an  item  of  appropriadon  of  $90,000  for  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  Indian  Department,  and 
another  appropriating  $50,000  for  the  extinction 
of  the  Indian  title  to  certain  reservations  of  land 
within  the  State  of  Georgia,  made  under  the  trea- 
ties of  1817, 1819,  and  1821,  with  the  Creek  and 
Cherokee  Indians. 

Upon  the  item  of  appropriation  of  ninety  thou- 
sand dollars  for  the  continsent  expenses  of  the 
Indian  Department,  excepted  by  Mr.  Cockb  from 
the  several  amendments  agreed  to  in  the  House 
to  the  above  bill,  a  debate  arose,  in  the  course  of 
which  it  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Lincoln  and 
Floyd,  and  supported  by  Messrs.  McLanb  and 
Vance. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
accompanying  his  motion  with  some  remarks  on 
the  character  of  the  expenditure  of  the  contingent 
fund  of  the  Indian  Department ;  which  motion 
was  negatived. 

The  debate  was  resumed.  Mr.  ToMLixaoN 
spoke  in  favor  of  the  appropriation,  and  Messrs* 
Ployd  and  Joneb  against  it. 

The  question  on  concurring  with  the  Commit- 
tee in  this  amendment  was  then  taken,  and  agreed 
to. 

A  debate  arose  on  the  second  excepted  item  of 
appropriation,  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  ex- 
tinction of  Indian  titles  to  land  in  Georgia ;  in 
the  course  of  which  it  was  opposed  on  the  ground 
of  the  inexpediency  of  the  measure  of  making 
these  extinctions,  by  Mes2»rs.  Allen  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Metcalfe,  and  defended  by  Mr.  Tatt- 
nall. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  rose- to 


oppose  this  appropriation,  becaoae  he  was  not  m- 
i»ed  that  it  was  required  on  any  grooad,  aad  p 
far  as  he  understood  the  subject,  there  exi^ 
strong  reasons  against  iL  He  said  it  was  s  coa- 
plicated  subject,  involving  several  qocstioos.  af- 
fecting the  claims  of  Georsia,  the  inlcrcsts  of  oe 
United  Slates,  and  the  Indian^  whoee  tides  if  15 
intended  to  extinguish.  He  objected  to  the  bu- 
ner  in  which  it  was  brought  forward ;  i£  u 
ought  to  have  been  presented  as  a  distisct  sob^ 
ject,  for  the  deliberate  consideration  of  the  Hoik 
and  not  to  be  pressed  to  a  hasty  decision  is  mt 
form  of  an  appropriation  bill.  He  said  head 
been  principally  influenced  to  resist  the  mnsn 
from  an  apprehension  that  it  would  work  u  in- 
jury to  the  Indians,  who  are  the  owners  asd  oc- 
cupants of  these  lands.  He  was  informed  tbr 
had  made  considerable  improvements  upoa  tbcr 
estates ;  that  they  had  built  nouees;  that  they  vn 
attached  to  their  homes,  and  to  the  land  wbn 
the  bones  of  their  fathers  repose.  Br  the  tzotr 
with  this  Government,  when  the  tribe  oeM  i 
the  United  States  an  immense  tract  of  land,  tber 
was^nanted  and  confirmed,  to  oertainbeidstf 
famibes  who  were  not  willing  to  remove  befot 
the  Mississippi,  a  life  estate  in  these  lands,  wic 
the  reversion  to  their  children.  ThechiUreaif 
these  men  then  acquired  a  vested  right  in  tk* 
lands,  and  their  fathers  cannot  Icga&y  or  jctir 
divest  them  of  it.  Many  are  now  donbtka  ai- 
nors,  and  incapable  by  the  laws  of  any  cirizd 
coOBtry  of  passing  away  their  estates.  Ani  ^ 
we  coiild  purchase  the  rights  of  the  parents^  v« 
could  not  obtain  the  rights  of  the  chudreB.  & 
appealed  to  the  House  whether  they  woald  sed 
an  agent  among  them,  to  make  pnrehases  of  (k 
parents,  and  in  that  way  remove  the  ehildteofioc; 
the  estates  in  which  they  had  a  rested  right  mkt 
the  faith  of  the  Government.  He  said  sosie  ^' 
them  might  net  be  willing  to  sell  and  remofe.!*^ 
it  would  be  unjust,  by  tempting  some  of  then  to 
sell,  to  introduce  in  their  plaee  another  {mi^^ 
disturb  their  quiet,  and  break  in  upon  their  bthib 
of  life.  Much  had  been  said  of  ^at  wss  doe  a 
this  unfortunate  race;  and  many  attempts  lid 
been  made  to  reclaim  them  from  their  stnf 
state,  and  to  extend  to  them  the  arts  of  cifilin* 
tion,  and  the  blessings  of  the  CkristiaB  ittifitf: 
and  he  had  undersUxMi  they  had  already  becoae 
cultivators  of  the  soil,  and  made  coniidefifaktf' 
vanees  in  the  arts  of  civilized  life. 

In  respect  to  the  obligation  of  the  United  Sor 
to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  for  the  heatiid 
Georgia,  it  misht  be  said  that  the  Indian  title  ^ 
been  extinguished*  What  sort  of  title  was  iki' 
The  Indians  have  never  been  considered  sa  btns^ 
private  property  in  their  lands,  but  the  title  is  Ap- 
posed to  be  vested  in  the  tribe,  or  the  chief  of  ^ 
tribe,  as  a  sort  of  body  politic  The  United  S»» 
had  in  fact  extingni^ed  the  Indian  title  to  t^ 
lands,  and  grant^  them  to  these  Indians  sod  tber 
children,  and  they  now  hold  them  as  their  sepBi* 
property,  under  the  grant  of  the  United  StU^ 
and  they  are  not  aliens,  but  citizens.  How^ 
is  their  title  to  be  extrnffoished  ?  It  ctos^^ 
done  by  treaty,  for  they  &  not  exist  as  a  a^^ 
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lody  politic.  It  can  only  be  accomplished  by  a 
'ODtract, an  actual  purchase  from  every  individual 
proprietor.  Suppose  some  of  them  refuse  to  sell, 
jeorgia  will  then  present  her  claim  against  the 
Joit^  States  for  so  much  as  shall  not  be  pur- 
ibased.  I  understand  that  improvements  had  been 
oade  upon  this  land.  Georgia  is  not  entitled  to 
he  value  of  these  improvements.  The  United 
>tat€s  were  only  bound  to  extinguish  the  Indian 
itle,aDd  that,  when  they  could  do  it  in  a  peaceable 
aaooer,  and  on  reasonable  terms.  Who  shall 
tetermiQe  how  much  of  the  sum  which  may  be 
aid  for  the  purchase  of  these  Indian  farms,  was 
Dt  improvements,  and  how  much  for  the  land  in 
Is  uncultivated  state  ?  The  subject  is  beset  with 
lifficulties  on  all  hands,  and  a  final  adjustment  of 
bis  business,  admitting  the  claim  of  Georgia  to  be 
I  well  founded  one,  cannot  be  accomplished  in 
bis  way;  and  I  trust  that  no  appropriation  will 
e  made  till  some  plan  shall  be  devised  to  bring 
be  dispute  to  a  just  and  amicable  conclusion. 
fiui  1  am  not  willing  to  send  an  agent  among 
bese  Indians  to  buy  up  their  lands.  If  Georgia 
^  a  just  claim  for  so  mnch  as  the  Indian  title  to 
bis  land  is  worth,  let  us  satisfy  the  full  amount 
fher  claim,  but  let  us  not  break  in  upon  their 
eulement  and  arrest  their  progress  in  the  arts  of 
ivilized  life.  I  would  not  tempt  them  to  do  an 
t\  so  manifestly  against  their  interest  and  their 
lapDiuess.  They  have  claims  on  the  protection 
f  this  Government,  and  I  appeal  to  the  justice 
Ad  magDanimity  of  this  House,  whether  it  will 
dopt  a  measure  which  cannot  be  accomplished 
vitbottt  doing  injustice  to  these  unfortunate  men. 
Mr.  Williamson,  considering  this  a  very  im- 
ortant  question,  required  on  it  tlie  yeas  and  nays; 
1  which  he  was  supported  in  his  call. 
The  debate  was  renewed.  Mr.  Montoomery, 
(i.  Reed,  of  Georgia,  and  Mr.  Gilmer,  supported 
be  amendment,  and  Mr.  Cook  spoke  against  it. 
Mr.  Williamson,  expressing  a  wis(i  to  deliver 
^^  sentiments  on  this  subject,  conceiving  it  a 
^7  important  one,  and  the  hour  being  now  late, 
^red  to  adjourn ;  and,  on  the  question  to  agree 
■hereto,  it  was  negatired— ayes  53,  noes  98. 
Mr.  WiLUAHsoN  then  continued  the  debate 
KaiQst  the  amendment,  followed  on  the  same 

xu!  ^^'  ^''^^^^  <^°^  ^i"*  Metcalfe. 
Before  taking  the  question,  the  House  adjourned 
*  Mlf  past  five  o'clock. 


Monday,  February  24. 
Mr.  Johnston^  of  Louisiana,  presented  a  report 
a  joint  Committee  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
^^pre^entatives  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  which 
Offimiiiee  bad  been  instructed  by  a  resolution  of 
"J  Legislature,  to  inquire  into  the  practicability 
M  expediency  of  opening  a  new  and  shorter  mail 
?.«te  between  New   Orleans  and  Washington 

Mr.  Scott  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Legia- 
iiureof  the  State  of  Missouri,  praying  that  com- 
^wDi  tribunals  may  be  constituted  to  decide  de- 
JJtively  upoQ  unsettled  claims  to  land  in  said 
'^te^Referred. 
^7th  Com.  2d  Sb88.^35 


I  Mr.  Plumer,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  the  subject  had 
been  referred,  reprorted  a  bill  altering  the  time  of 
holding  the  circuit  court  in  the  districts  of  Maine 
and  New  Hampshire  j  which  was  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  on  the  3d  instant, 
certain  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Alabama,  requesting  the  passage  of  a  law  laying 
tonnage  duties  in  the  ports  of  Mobile  and  Blake- 
ley,  made  an  adverse  report  thereon;  which  was 
read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a 
report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to  authorize  the  pur* 
chase  of  two  {K)wder  magazines,  and  the  land  con- 
nected therewith,  near  the  navy  yard  in  Brooklyn; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Walwortb,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Captain  Pollard,  Blue  Byes,  and  Jim  Kobinson, 
chiefs  of  the  Seneca  tribe  of  Indians,  in  behalf  of 
William  Parker,  Rock,  and  Thomas,  three  Sen- 
eca Indians,  residing  at  Buffalo,  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  made  a  favorable  report  thereon; 
which  was  read,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  con- 
cerning invalid  pensioners. 

Mr  HOOKS,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  W.  Bacot ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.    . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson,  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  referred  the  reports  of 
the  Military  Committee  in  the  case  of  the  Georeia 
militia  claim  for  military  services  rendered  during 
the  years  1792,  '93,  and  '94,  and  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  relative  to  this  subject,  was  discharged 
therefrom,  and  they  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  ta- 
ble. Mr.  T.  said,  the  passage  of  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  on  this  subject  being  of  considerable  im- 
portance to  many  individuals  in  the  State  of 
Georgia,  he  felt  a  hope  that  he  should  be  indulged, 
at  some  time  this  week,  in  having  it  taken  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  pi:o- 
visions  of  the  thira  section  of  the  act  of  the  l5th 
May,  1820,  providing  for  the  punishment  of  piracy, 
on  conviction  before  the  circuit  court,  to  convic- 
tions before  the  district  court  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CockEj  the  Clerk  of  this 
House  was  authorized  and  directed  to  make  the 
same  allowance  for  extra  services  to  each  person 
serving  this  House,  as  was  granted  at  the  end  of 
the  last  session. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  amend  an  act.  entitled  'An  act  for  ascer- 
taining claims  and  titles  to  land  in  the  Territory 
of  Florida,'  approved  the  8th  of  May,  1822:" 
Also,  a  joint  resolution  directing  the  printiW'Of 
the  Journal  of  Congress  from  the  5lh  aay  ofSep- 
tember,  1774,  to  the  3d  November,  1786  ;  in  which 
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bill  and  resolution  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to, 
and  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  ^An  act  to  regulate 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage," 
passed  the  second  day  of  March,  1799,  and  for 
other  purposes,  returned  from  the  Senate  with 
sundry  amendments,  and  subsequently  reported 
upon  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to 
whom  the  bill  and  amendments  were  referred, 
was,  bv  unanimous  consent,  taken  up,  and  the  re- 
port 01  the  committee,  recommending  the  agree- 
ment of  the  House  to  some,  and  its  disagreement 
to  others,  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was  then 
returned  to  the  Senate. 

A  Message  receivecf  from  the  Pbesidbnt  of  the 
Uniteo  States  on  the  22d  instant,  was  read,  as 
follows : 

To  the  House  ofR^truentaiiveaofthe  United  Stateas 

In  compliuice  with  a  retolntion  of  the  Hoqm  of 
RepreMntatiTM  of  the  1  Ith  of  thie  month,  reqneeting 
information  whether  any  pviie  agents  have  neglected 
to  vender  an  acconnt  of  their  agency,  and  to  pay  over 
the  money  in  their  hands ;  the  names  of  thoee  who 
have  failed ;  the  fums  unaccounted  for ;  and  whether 
any  of  thoee  thus  failing  are  in  the  employ  of  the 
Government,  and  their  oompenaation,  has  been  in 
consequence  suspended ;  I  transmit  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  the  documents  referred 
to  by  him. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

FxanvAnT  38,  1883. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  containing 
the  information  required  by  the  resolutions  adopt- 
ed by  this  House,  on  the  31st  ultimo,  in  relation 
to  the  debt  owing  from  the  Bank  of  Y incennes  to 
the  United  States;  which  letter  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  engrossed  bills  "  to  discharge  John  Burgin 
from  imprisonment,''  and  "  concerning  stamps," 
were  severally  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  laying  out  and  making  a 
road  from  the  Lower  Rapids  of  the  Miami  of 
Lake  Erie  to  the  western  boundary  of  the  Con- 
necticut Western  Reserve,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  Browns- 
town  ;"  were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitlea  <<An  act  to 
amend  an  act.  entitled  'An  act  for  ascertaining 
claims  and  titles  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Flor- 
ida/'approved  the  8th  of  May,  1822;  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House,  to  which  is  Qommitted  the  bill  of 
this  House,  amending  and  supplementary  to  the 
"Act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land  in 
the  Territory  of  Florida,"  and  to  provide  for  the 
survey  and  disposal  of  the  public  lands  in  Florida. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate,  "  directing  the 
printing  of  the  Journal  of  the  Old  Congress,  from 
the  fifth  day  of  September,  1774,  to  the  3d  day  of 


November,  1786,"  was  read  twice,  and  Rfaies. 
the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  gare  notice tL 
he  would,  to-morrow,  at  12  o'clocK,moTethat.. 
House  then  proceed,  by  ballot,  to  the  choice  c . 
Printer,  to  execute  the  printing  of  the  Hosst : 
Representatives  during  the  Eishteenth  Cos^cf. 
in  pursuance  of  the  joint  resolution  of  ifaf  id  j 
March,  1819. 

OFFICE  OF  MEASURBB. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Bfr.  Nrrrci  i 
Virginia,  proceeded  to  the  consideratioii  (^a 
bill  to  abolish  the  office  of  measurer  in  the^rd 
ports  of  entry  in  the  United  States.  The  liS  i 
m  the  following  words : 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c^  That,  from  and  after  the  tb:il 
day  of  June  next,  the  office  of  nseasnrcr,  ti  m*  ■ 
ttblished  by  law,  in  the  seTeral  coUectton  dietnfSi^ 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  abolished ;  and  the  pMi 
and  duties  heretofore  exerdsed  and  peifaimd  b<i 
measoren,  m  the  said  diatricta,  ahalL  from  aad  dl 
the  aaid  thirtieth  day  of  Jane,  ba  exarciMd  ssJ  p 
formed,  by  the  inapeetora ;  and  anch  iayem*  iM 
exereiae  aaid  powcra,  and  pet  form  aaid  datiafd 
aervioaa,  for  the  daily  eompenaatian  albwadtoiaff 
tora  for  aervioea  in  aid  of  the  coaloiiia. 

A  debate  aroae  on  the  prinei^e  of  the  bit  i 
which  those  who  defendea  the  lull  conteadpdiU 
a  saving  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars usa4 
would  be  effected  to  the  GoTemment  k>>^ 
the  bill,  without  any  prejvdice  to  the  i<**^J 
to  the  public  interest ;  while  those  who  ^?a« 
the  bill  argued  that  a  saving  mi|[1it  tccraetsj 
revenue  by  abolishing  this  office  in  the  smsll  ptf^ 
but  that  it  would  be  detrimental  to  tbe  rentf 
and  pvejndicial  to  the  mercantile  iateresLira 
abolition  were  to  apply  to  the  laige  ports  c^'i 
United  States. 

Two  or  three  motions  were  mad^  odI?  v-i{ 
view,  by  the  movers,  of  obtain iog  fortlKra/^ 
tioQ  on  tbe  snbject,  to  lay  the  bill  oa  tke  t»^ 
which  motions  were  severally  negatived.     J 

Those  who  ennged  in  the  discosstoB  v^lj 
Nbwton,  Mr.  Mc&iM,  Bir.  Littlb,  Mr.  ^m^i 
and  Mr.  Hill,  in  favor  of  the  abolitioD  of  t^  4 
fiee  of  measarer,  and  Mr.  Cambbelejk,  jj 
CoLOEif,  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  PomsiTT.tf'V 
Morgan,  in  earnest  opposition  to  it 

Mr.  Hamilton  then  proposed  the  f(£^ 
amendment  to  the  bill : 

"iVovuCed;  Thattheproviaionaofthieaci^ 
be  extended  to  the  ports  of  Boston,  New  ToiiPv 
delphia,  Baltimore,  Charleaton,  and  New  0^^ 
Mr.  Hill  spoke  asainst  the  amendment    i 
Mr.  Babstow,  of  Massachusetts,  propt^^j 
amend  the  amendment  by  inserting  ^  Sai«fl  \ 
one  of  the  excepted  ports. 
This  motion  was  negatived.  i 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  HiX. '^ 
was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  Cambreleno,  believing  this  to  be  i! j^ 
portant  measure,  and  being  himself  oppo^i-:'* 
wished  to  record  his  vote  upon  it,  sod  ^^ 
required  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  quesii.i!''''  ^^ 
grossing  it  for  a  third  reading. 
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Blr.  CoNDicT  then  moved  to  ]po8tpone  the  fur- 
tbff  coosideration  of  the  bill  indefinitely ;  which 
motioQ  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Some  farther  conversation  took  place,  in  which 
Mr.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  Mr.  Little,  Mr. 
McKiM,  Mr.  Barstow,  Mr.  Mallabt,  Mr.  Dur- 
r££,Mr.  Burrows,  and  Mr.  Tomlinson,  engaged. 

The  question  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time,  was  decided  as  follows : 

YiAS— Mcttrt.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
MMN,  Archer,  Barber  of  Conn^  Bataman,  Baylies, 
Bayly,  Bigelow,  Breckenridgei  Brown,  Bachanan, 
BoiTows,  Batler,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cannon,  Caasedy, 
Clumbers,  Conkling,  Conner,  Crafts,  Darlington, 
Dtoiioii,  Bddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of 
K<ath  Carolina,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Floyd,  Forrest, 
jPorwaid,  Gebhard,  Gist,  Gross,  Hall,  Hardin,  Harvey, 
'  Btvks,  Hill,  Hooks,  Jackson,  F.  Johnson,  Kent,  Keyes, 
'XirkluDd,  Lathrop,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Little,  McCoy, 
IjfeKiffl,  McNeill,  McSherry,  Mallary,  Matlsck,  Mat- 
^m,  Mattocks,  Mercer,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania, 
^oore  of  Virginia,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Murray,  Neale, 
Kew,  Newton,  Patlenoo  of  Pennsylvania,  Phillips, 
burner  of  New  Hampshire,  Plomer  of  Pennsylvania, 
^dolph,  Reed  of  Maryland,  Reid  of  Georgia,  Rhea, 
lieli,  Rochester,  Rodney,  Ross,  Russ,  Saunders, 
Sioane,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  Sterling  of 
^neeticttt,  Sterling  of  New  York,  Stoddard,  Swan, 
^of,  Thompson,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Tucker  of 
tfbuth  Carolina,  Udree,  Vance,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van 
{Wjck,  Whipple,  White,  WUUams  of  Virginia,  and 
•WiliUms  of  North  Carolina— 99. 

NiTB-^Messrs.  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Ball,  Bar- 
aisv,  Bassett,  Blaokledge,  Borland,  Cambreleng, 
Cimpbellof  New  York,  Carter,  Colden,  Condict,  Cook, 
Cmbiaii,  Dane,  Dickinson,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Edwards 
|f  Peon.,  Fuller,  Gorham,  Govan,  Hamilton,  Harris, 
^efflphiil,Herrick,Hobart,  Holcombe,  Hubbard,  Ing- 
iun,  J.  8.  Johnston,  Litchfield,  McCarty,  McLane, 
Morgan,  ^elson  of  Massachusetts,  Patterson  of  New 
Yofk,  Pierson,  Pitcher,  Poinsett,  Reed  of  Massachu- 
Mtti.  fiaggles,  Russell,  Sergeant,  Walworth,  Wil- 
bDtoa,  Wood,  and  Woodcock— 47. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 

to-morrow. 

MIUTARY  APPROPRIATION  BILL.  { 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Dill  making  further  appropriations  for  the  military 
{onrice  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1823, 
i^'xpenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Indians,]  and 
^question  which  was  depending  on  Saturday, 
*^iQ  recurred,  to  wit :  to  concur  with  the  Com- 
Jl^ittee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
^Qion,  in  their  amendment,  adding  to  the  said 
bill  the  following  item,  viz : 

"  for  the  extinction  of  the  Indian  title  to  certain 
NKnations  of  land  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of 
^gia,  made  under  the  treaties  of  1817,  1819,  and 
^S31>  fifty  thousand  dollars." 

The  discuaaion  of  this   amendment  was  re- 

6^^i  and  occupied  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
T-  Messrs.  Tracy,  HARoiif,  Ingham,  Cook, 
9^  Alusn  of  Massachusetts,  speakinff  against 
V&&Uo^  the  appropriation,  and  Messrs.  A.  Smtth 
m  Virguua,  McLanb,  Jonbs  of  Tennessee,  Reid 
^f  Georgia,  and  Dwight,  in  support  of  it. 


The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  as  follows : 

YsAs — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Barstow,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Baylies,  Black- 
ledge,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cannon,  Car- 
ter, Cassedy,  Condict,  Conkling,  Conner,  Cuthbert, 
Dane,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Floyd,  Gamett,  Gist,  Govan,  Hall,  Hamil- 
ton, Herrick, Hooks,  Jennings,  F.Johnson,  J.  T.  John- 
son, J.  S.  Johnston,  Kent,  Keyes,  Kirkland,  McCarty, 
McDuffie,  McKim,  McLane,  McNeill,  McSherry,  Mal- 
lary, Montgomery,  Moore  of  Virginia,  Nelson  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Pitcher,  Reed  of  Massadiusetts,  Reid  of 
Georgia,  Rhea,  Rochester,  Ruggles,  Russell,  Saun- 
ders, Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  W.  Smith,  A. 
Stevenson,  Tattnall,  Thompson,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Van  Wyek,  Walker,  Walworth,  Whipple, 
Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Wilson,  and  Wood--70. 

Nats— Messrs.  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Ball,  Bay- 
ly, Bigelow,  Borland,  Breckenridge,  Brown,  Burrows, 
Butler,  Campbell  of  New  York,  Chambers,  Cook, 
Crafts,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Dentson,  Didunson, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Findlay,  Fuller,  Gebhard,  Gorham,  Groai,  Hardin, 
Harris,  Harvey,  Hill,  Hobart,  Ingham,  Jackson,  Jones 
of  Tennessee,  Lathrop,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield, 
Little,  McCoy,  Matlaek,  Mataon,  Mattocks,  Metcalfe, 
Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Morgan,  Murray,  Neale, 
Nelson  of  Maiyland,  Newton,  Patterson  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Phillips,  Pierson,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire, 
Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Reed  of  Maryland,  Rodney, 
Russ,  Sloane,  Sterling  of  Connecticut,  Sterling  of 
New  York,  Stoddard,  Swan,  Taylor,  Tod,  Tomlinson, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Udree,  Upham,  Vance,  White,  Wil- 
liams of  Virginia,  Will\^mson,  and  Woodcock — ^78. 

The  amendment  being  thus  rejected — 
The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  that  when  this  House  ad- 
journ, it  adiourn  to  meet  at  6  o'clock  this  eve- 
ning. In  this  motion  Mr.  T.  was  supported  by 
Mr.  McLane,  and  opposed  bv  Mr.  Rhea. 
Before  the  question  was  tacen  on  this  motion- 
Mr.  Edwarob,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  that 
the  House  do  now  adjourn  ;  which  motion  pre- 
vailed-*«yes  60. 


TiTEBDAY,  February  25. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  Enrico 
Causici,  statuary,  setting  forth  that  he  has  com- 
pleted an  alto  relievo  for  the  centre  building  of 
the  Capitol,  representing  the  landing  of  Columbus 
on  the  new  continent,  as,  also,  one  destined  for 
the  east  portico  of  the  Capitol,  and  praying  that 
he  may  be  employed  to  execute  these  works  in 
marble ;  as  also  to  execute  in  marble  the  colossal 
statue,  representing  the  Qenius  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  is  now  placed,  of  plaster,  over  the 
Speaker's  chair;  which  memonal  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  McCoy,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiairs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Nimrod 
Farrow,  and  Richard  Harris,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  their  relief ;  which  bUl  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading 
to-morrow. 
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Mr.  Walworth,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred,  on  the  3d  instant,  a  memorial 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, respecting  the  fortincations  of  Mobile  Point, 
and  Dauphin  island,  made  an  unfavorable  report 
thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cannon,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  an 
act,  passed  the  18th  of  April,  1806,  as  limits  the 
price  of  certain  lands  in  the  State  of  Tennessee," 
reported  the  same,  without  amendment,  and  it 
was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Ball  made  an  unsuccessful  motion  to  re- 
consider the  vote  of  yesterday  on  the  item  of  ap- 
propriation of  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  extin- 
guishment of  Indian  titles  to  certain  reserved  sec- 
tions of  land  in  the  State  of  Georgia.  [The  vote 
upon  this  motion  was,  ayes  52,  noes  59.1 

The  select  committee,  appointed  on  the  subject 
of  the  currency  of  the  United  States,  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  RooBESTEB,  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  subjects  which  had  been 
referred  to  that  committee;  and  the  committee 
was,  of  course,  dissolved. 
Mr.  Rhea  moved  the  following  resolution: 
Rewlted,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affaire  be 
instructed  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  providing, 
by  law,  to  extingaieb  the  claim  and  claims  of  individ- 
ual Indians  belonging  to  any  nation  or  tribe  of  ladianr, 
to  certain  tracts  of  land  lying  within  any  State  of  the 
United  Sutes ;  whiclf  tracta  of  land  have,  by  treaty  or 
\reatiee,  made  by  and  between  the  United  State*  and 
such  nation  or  tribe  of  Indians,  to  which  such  individ- 
naU  do  respectively  belong,  been  reserved  and  secured 
to  such  individual  Indian  or  Indians  respectively. 

Upon  the  question  of  agreeing  to  this  resolution, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  Speaker  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a  list  of 
maps,  charts,  newspapers,  and  books,  purchased 
at  the  public  expense  for  the  use  of  the  department ; 
which  letter  and  statement  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Engrossed  bills  "  for  the  relief  of  Nimrod  Far- 
row and  Richard  Harris,"  and  for  "  altering  the 
times  of  holding  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  District  of  New  Hampshire,"  were 
severally  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Senate  for  its  concurrence. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  *' abolish  the  office  of 
Measurer"  being  on  its  passage  to  a  third  reading — 
Mr.  Wood,  of  New  Yorl,  rose  up  to  protest 
against  the  passage  of  this  bill,  for  reasons  which 
he  submitted  at  some  length.  He  was  replied  to 
by  Mr.  McRim  and  Mr.  Tomlinson  ;  when  the 

Question  was  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and 
ecided  in  the  affirmative.   The  bill  having  passed, 
it  was  sent  to  the  Senate  for  its  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
1823,  &c.,  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  Senate  for  its  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sterling,  of  New  York,  the 
House  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  F. 
Hooker.  The  bill  was  Opposed  by  Mr.  Williams, 


of  North  Carolina,  and  advocated  by  Mr.  Stq- 
LING,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Fclleb,  and  tte 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  uymt- 
row. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rums,  dc£ 
took  up  the  bill  further  to  extend  the  proTiaoo 
of  the  act,  entitled  an  act  supplementary  to  as  art 
entitled  "  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  purcbisn  c: 
public  lands,  prior  to  the  1st  July,  1820,''  asiiits 
agreeing  to  several  amendments  proposed  tW^<^ 
by  Mr.  Rankin,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  beo- 
grossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House,  pursuant  to  a  motion  of  Mr.  Tai- 
lor to  that  effect,  agreed  to  buve  a  reces  d  tr 
hours  from  4  o'clock  this  afternoon,  to  meet  i«i:. 
at  six. 

Mr.  Scott  made  an  unsuccessful  motkHii 
have  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged  &x 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  eoibk'jx 
holders  of  incomplete  titles  to  land  in  Misscsn.; 
try  the  same. 


MINT  AND  CURRENCY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rocbesteb,  the  Coidelis 
of  the  Whole  was  dicharged  from  the  further  :» 
sideration  of  the  bills  of  the  following  titles: 

A  biU  further  to  prolong  the  continaucetf'a 
Mint  at  Philadelphia ;  the  bill  to  continue  in  isu 
the  act,  entided  ^'An  act  regulating  the  cairaqf 
within  the  United  States,  of  the  gold  e^  a 
Great  Britain,  France,  Portugal,  and  Spim,a&i 
the  crowns  of  France,  and  five  franc  pieces,^  pisa 
the  29lh  day  of  April,  1816,  so  far  as  tbesaie^^ 
lates  to  the  crowns  of  France  and  five  franc  ps€ts 
and  the  bill  making  the  gold  coins  of  Great  1^> 
ain,  France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,  receintveii 
payments  on  account  of  public  lands. 

The  first  of  these  bills  being  taken  Qp  ^^ 
House,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  ior  a  ^^ 
reading,  without  opposition. 

The  next  bill  was  then  taken  up^  in  tbe 
ing  words : 

"  Be  it  enaeUdy  4>c.,  That  so  mndi  of  tbc  tct,ctf 
tied  "An  act  regulating  the  currency  withiii  l^  ^> 
ted  Sutes,  of  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Bntain,  ^^ 
Portugal,  and  Spain,  and  the  crowns  of  frtB(t» 
five  franc  pieces,"  passed  on  the  39th  day  of  Ap 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  aa  rehis* 
the  crovrna  of  France  and  five  franc  piMei,ibiS|2 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  oontlnaed  io  faiea.  ^ 
farther  term  of  two  years,  from  and  after  tba  ^ 
day  of  March  next." 

Mr.  McKiM  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  o»^ 
ing  the  operation  of  the  bill  to  yb«r  years,  ii^ 
of  ft«),  for  mercantile  reasons,  which  he  statK 

The  motion  was  assented  to  by  Mr.  Rocais^ 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House.  And,  thus  amee^ 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fora^"* 
reading  to-morrow. 

The  third  bill  is  in  the  following  wofds: 

"  Be  it  enacted.  See,,  That,  from  and  sfter  ^^ 
sage  of  this  act,  the  followiog  gold  cwna  ^^. 
ceived  in  all  payments  on  account  of  pablic  1>^ 
the  aeverml  respective  rates  following,  and  "*^ 
wiae,  vis :  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Biitaia  aa^'*^ 
gal,  of  their  praaent  standard,  at  the  rata  ^  «"  ^°^ 
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red  cento  for  every  twentj-feven  grunm,  or  eighty- 
ifht  cento  and  eight-niotlM  per  pennyweight;  the 
old  ooini  of  Fnnce,  of  their  present  etandard»  at  the 
ite  of  one  handred  cento  for  every  twenty-seven  and 
bilf  grmina,  or  eighty-ieven  and  a  quarter  cento  per 
(Qojweight;  and  the  gold  coins  of  Spain,  of  their 
re«eot  itandard,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cento  for 
rerj  twenty-eight  and  a  half  grains,  or  eighty-four 
enti  per  pennyweight. 

Sic.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
le  daty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  as- 
iji  of  the  foregoing  coins  to  be  made  at  the  Mint  of 
le  United  Stotes  at  least  once  in  every  year  ;  and  to 
lake  report  of  the  result  thereof  to  Congress." 

This  bill,  also,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
third  reading  to-morrow,  without  debate  or  op- 

ositioD. 

ELECTION  OP  PRINTER. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetto,  pursoant  to  the 
otice  he  yesterday^  gave,  that  the  House  this  day 
roceed  to  ballot  for  a  Printer,  to  execute  the 
tiotiog  for  the  next  Congress,  now  made  a  mo- 
ton  to  go  into  the  election  of  the  said  Printer. 

Mr.  McLanb  moved  to  postpone  the  election  of 
Rioter  until  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  Mr.  Saunders,  and 
llr.  Wjuqht,  were  against  so  long  a  postpone- 
oeot. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  postponement, 
t  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Little  then  moved  to  postpone  the  motion 
)f  Mr.  Allen  until  to-morrow. 
^Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  and  Mr. 
I'OCKE  spoke  against  the  postponement,  stating 
^t  the  House  was,  in  pursuance  of  the  notice 
^rea  yesterday,  fully  prepared  now  to  vote  upon 
he  sabject 

Mr.LtTTLE's  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Cook,  believing  that  some  of  the  members, 
ike  himself  were  not  prepared  at  this  moment  to 
p>  into  the  election  of  Printer,  moved  that  the 
Object  be  taken  up  this  erenine  at  six  o'clock,  the 
^oiir  to  which  the  House  will  hare  adjourned. 

Mr.  Herrick  dissenting  to  this  course — 

Mr.  Cook  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
be  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  of  now  proceeding  to 
^m  for  a  Printer ;  and  it  was  determined  in  the 
''urinative. 

After  the  nomination  of  candidates-— 

Jhe  Hoose  then  proceeded  to  the  ballotting, 
^^1  upon  counting  the  votes  by  the  tellers,  Messrs. 
^ocKE  and  Mallary,  it  appeared  that  the  whole 
'"oiber  of  votes  was  155,  ot  which  79  were  neces- 
*^y  to  a  choice. 

Por  Gales  db  Seaton      -        -        -       -  102 
Andrew  Way,  junior    -       -        -        -    43 

JJther  persons 10 

)  y««  &  Seaton  were  then  declared  duly  elected 
'inters  to  the  next  Congress. 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  again 
**lved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
"^«  «ate  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Taylob,  of  New 


York,  in  the  Chair,  resuming  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  last  under  examination  in  that  Committee. 

The  question  pending  before  the  Committee 
was  on  agreeing  to  an  appropriation  of  fifty-eight 
thousand  dollars  for  the  further  continuation  of 
Fort  Delaware  on  the  Pea  Patch. 

Some  explanation  on  this  point  took  place  be- 
tween Mr.  CocK£  and  Mr.  McLane  ;  Mr.  C.  op- 
posing the  appropriation,  and  Mr.  McL.  support- 
ing it. 

On  the  question  to  make  this  appropriation,  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  item  of  forty-six  thousand  dollars  for  Fort 
Washington,  was  next  taken  up. 

Upon  this  item  a  debate  arose,  in  which  Mr. 
Tract  earnestly  opposed  the  appropriation,  sop- 
ported  by  Mr.  Cocke,  and  Mr.  McLane  as  ear- 
nestly advocated  the  appropriation. 

The  appropriation  was  agreed  to. 

The  remaining  items  of  appropriation  received 
the  sanction  of  the  Committee,  almost  without  a 
dissenting  voice. 

Mr.  ToMLiNSON  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
inserting  at  the  end  of  it  an  appropriation  of 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  annual 
appropriation  for  arming  the  militia  of  the  United 
States. 

Hereupon  a  discussion  arose,  in  which  Mr.  Tom- 
LiNSon,  Mr.  Trimble.  Mr.  Hubbard,  and  Mr. 
Borrows,  supported  tne  appropriation,  and  Mr» 
Bassett,  Mr.  wrioht,  and  Mr.  Rhea,  opposed  it. 

On  the  question  of  ngre&ngio  the  amendment 
it  was  determined  in.  the  amrmatire — ayes  6^ 
noes  45. 

Mr.  Stewart  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

**  For  enahling  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  employ  a  competent  nnmber  of  Military  or  Topo- 
graphical Engineen  to  ascertain  the  practicability  and 
probable  expense  of  uniting  the  waters  of  the  Potomac 
and  Ohio  by  a  canal,  the  sum  of  three  thousand 
dollars." 

The  amendment  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Stewart  said,  he  r^retted  that  it  had 
become  necessary  to  bring  this  subject  before  the 
House,  by  way  of  amendment  to  a  bill  providing 
for  other  and,  in  his  opinion,  less  important  ob- 
jects. He  had  hoped,  he  said,  that  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals,  to  whom  many  petitions 
upon  this  subject  had  been  referred  during  the  ses- 
sion, would  have  made  a  special  report  in  its  favor; 
but,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  that  a  majority  of  that 
committee,  doubting  the  constitutionality  or  ex- 
pediency of  the  measure,  had  not  thought  proper 
to  act  upon  it  at  all.  There  remained,  therefore, 
he  said,  no  way  left  by  which  the  wishes  of  the 
petitioners  (ana  most  of  them  were  his  constitu- 
ents) could  oe  gratified,  but  his  ofifering  the  amend- 
ment he  had  proposed. 

The  union  of  the  great  rivers  of  th,e  East  and 
and  the  West,  opening  an  inland  navigation  of 
near  three  thousand  miles,  through  the  heart  and 
centre  of  this  immense  Republic,  and  binding  it 
together  by  the  strongest  ties — the  ties  of  interest 
and  intercourse — ^was,  in  every  point  of  view,  a 
national  object  of  the  first  magnitude;  an  object 
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which  could  not  fail  at  any  time  to  command  the 
faTorable  attention  of  the  House;  but,  at  this  mo- 
ment, he  said,  it  was  peculiarly  interesting.  Sir, 
said  Mr.  S.,  this  great  subject  forty  ^ears  ago  oc- 
cupied the  abxious  attention  of  the  wisest  and  best 
man  that  this  or  any  other  country  had  ever  pro- 
duced— ^he  would  name  but  Washington,  its  zeal- 
ous advocate — the  advocate  of  every  thing  pro- 
motive of  the  good  and  the  glory  of  his  country. 
The  subject,  he  said,  had  been  recently  revived, 
and  now  occupied  the  attention  of  several  of  the 
greatest  States  in  the  Union.  But  a  few  days 
since  a  bill^'  he  said^  had  been  passed  by  the  LiCgis- 
lature  of  yirginia,  incorporating  a  companV)  with 
a  capital  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  for  tne  pur- 
pose of  carrying  this  canal  from  tide  water,  at  this 
city,  to  Cumberland,  two-thirds  of  the  whole  dis- 
tance to  Pittsburg.  This  was  an  act  of  liberal 
and  enlightened  policy,  worthy  of  that  great  State. 
In  the  Maryland  Lc^slature,  though  there  was 
evidently  a  majority  m  favor  of  this  measure,  yet 
its  friends  had  consented  to  its  postponement,  with 
a  view  to  bring  it  forward  under  more  favorable 
auspices  at  the  next  session.  In  the  Legislature 
of  rennsylvania  it  api>eared,  from  a  letter  he  had 
just  received,  a  committee,  raised  upon  this  sub- 
lect,  had  reported  decidedly  in  its  favor ;  and  he 
noped  the  great  and  growmg  States  of  Ohio  and 
Kentucky,  so  deeply  interested,  (where  he  under- 
stood this  subject  was  now  agitated,)  would  be 
found  wiliinff  to  afibrd  a  ]>rompt  and  hearty  co- 
operation. And  shall  we  sit  here,  the  quiet,  pas- 
sive, and  indifferent  spectators  of  these  great  ef- 
forts to  accomplish  an  object  so  vitally  interesting 
to  the  union  and  prosperity  of  this  nation?  He 
hoped  not.  He  hoped  this  proposition  would  be 
adopted ;  it  would  at  least  afford  countenance  and 
encouragement;  it  would  stimulate  and  strengthen 
the  efforts  of  its  friends  in  the  States ;  it  was  due 
to  them— it  was  due  to  the  country. 

Sir,  I  am  told  by  a  gentleman  near  me,  said 
Mr.  S.,  that  this  is  not  a  proper  bill  in  which  to 
introduce  this  amendment.  I  beg  leave,  sir,  to 
differ  with  the  gentleman.  What  is  the  object  of 
this  bill?  It  is  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the 
country,  and  especially  for  the  defence  of  this  city, 
by  the  erection  of  forts  and  fortifications^  You 
have  just,  said  he,  voM  946.000,  to  be  expended, 
during  the  next  season,  on  a  fort  near  the  confines 
of  this  District  of  ten  miles  square,  a  few  miles 
below  Alexandria.  Sir,  I  ask,  which  will  afford 
the  most  ^ectual  defbnce  to  this  city,  the  erection 
of  this  fortj  or  the  opening  of  this  canal?  The 
canal,  continued  Mr.  S.,  will  make  this  one  of  the 
greatest  commercial  cities  in  the  Union.  A  water 
communication  is  opened  into  the  interior,  which 
must  throw  into  this  city  all  the  rich,  varied,  and 
abundant  productions  of  the  agricultural  and  man- 
ufacturing industry  of  the  West ;  and  here  they  will 
purchase  roost  of  the  immense  quantities  of  goods 
required  for  the  supply  of  those  great  and  growing 
States.  Thus,  sir,  you  increase  the  population, 
you  increase  the  wealth,  the  strength,  the  resources 
of  this  city ;  and  this,  sir,  five  me  leave  to  say, 
it  the  best  way  to  defend  it — by  increasing  iu 
meuj  its  bone,  its  muscle,  by  adding  to  the  number 


of  balls  and  bayonets  to  encounter  the  eoeray  a 
its  approach.  But,  sir,  of  what  avail  will  be  m 
forts  and  fortifications,  some  fifteen  or  tweoty  oil* 
distant?  The  enemy  will  avoid  your  fortsv  m 
attack  and  bum  your  city,  as  they  did  dnw  tW 
late  war,  and  return  unmolested.  Sir,  had Hiss- 
INOTON  lived  to  carry  into  effect  this  spleadypor- 
pose,  this  Capitol  never  would  have  been  vidited 
and  profaned  by  a  hostile  foot,  nor  our  poUitefi- 
fices  consumed  by  a  Vandal  foe. 

But,  sir,  this  very  communication  is  pointed  os: 
and  recommended,  by  the  present  Secretin  d 
War,  as  connected  with  the  military  defence  f 
the  country,  in  his  very  aUe  and  luminous  repor. 
made  some  time  since,  on  the  subject  of  ^'odia- 
rv  roads  and  canals."  And  if,  sir,  it  has  b« 
snown  that  this  measure  is  better  calculiad  d 
secure  the  defence  of  this  city,  in  time  of  va: 
than  the  forts  provided  for  at  an  expense  of  c- 
lions,  how  is  it  in  time  of  peace?  zour  fome 
a  constant  burden  of  expense-— the  other  h  a  sesnt 
of  unceasing  profit  and  advantage.  To  sa^ 
the  one,  you  must  keep  a  standing  army  in  lae 
of  peace ;  the  other,  while  it  afforw  every  fadidr. 
in  peace  and  in  war,  to  trade  and  intercosx. 
uniting  and  bringing  more  nearly  together  distiK 
parts  of  our  country,  siving  interest  and  ac&rHf 
to  new  sources  of  wealth,  will  yield  yon,  ytAip> 
twelve  or  fifteen  per  cent,  on  the  stock  ioTtsiMl. 
The  one  is  Elected  at  the  joint  expense  d  tbb 
CrovernmenL  and  States,  and  individntb  i^* 
ested ;  the  otner  exclusively  out  of  the  paliUc[«!% 
For  these  reasons,  I  say,  the  gentleman  is  josy 
taken,  when  he  supposes  this  amendment  has  B3 
connexion  with  the  oiU  under  consideratioo. 

In  another  point  of  view*,  the  nacioii}  said  M!. 
S.,  has  a  deep  interest  in  the  growth  and  ff^ 
perity  of  this  city.  Sir,  this  Government  cro 
nve  thousand  lots.  These  lots,  I  discover,  vt  cr 
timated  at  two  millions  of  dollars.  By  tfcis  oa- 
sure,  they  will  be  enhanced  more  than  fiTe^ida 
value.  They  would  at  once  become  aa  object  of 
speculation  to  the  capitalist.  Without  thiseuil' 
this  city  and  your  public  [ffoperty  mast  decfitf 
together.  The  avenues  now  open  to  the  poSi^ 
Treasury  must  soon  be  closed ;  and  the  inaoo* 
expenditure  of  money,  in  building  and  retoi^ 
the  Capitol,  the  public  offices,  dbc,  mwt  ^ 
cease;  and  the  crowd  of  popiuacion  whicb  hv 
thus  been  fed  upon  the  oflht  of  the  public  Ti«* 
sury  must  depart  and  seek  employment  eisevi^'f* 
leaving  the  capital  of  this  proud  RepaUic^ 
wonder  and  aamiration  of  the  worid,  a  o^ 
choly  scene  of  desolation  and  decline 

The  perfect  practicability  of  uniting  the  wskt 
of  the  Potomac  and  the  Ohio  seems  to  be  * 
longer  doubtful.    On  this  subjecL  thtre  eiistsitf 
one  opinion  among  the  many  skilful  and  ezpc^ 
enced  engineers  who  have  examined  the  \^ 
waters  of  these  streams.    They  are  found  toiT 
proach  within  two  miles,  at  a  point  whert  i^ 
water  in  each  is  abundantly  suflScient  to  turoi^ 
in  the  drvest  seasons,  or  supply  canals  to  asr^ 
tent.    [Mr.  3.  here  referred  to  the  repoit  i^ 
Virginia  and  Maryland  Commissionas,  )sA^ 
the  table  a  few  days  since.]    This  report,  ^ 
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d  Mr.  S.,  by  gentlemen  of  the  highest  respecta- 
ity,  possessing  much  practical  skul,  not  only  es- 
hshes  the  practicability  of  uniting  these  streams, 
;it  shows,  by  a  minute  calculation,  that  the 
lole  sum  required  to  complete  this  canal  to 
mberland,  two-thirds  of  the  whole  distance  to 
tsburg,  would  be  j$l,578,954,  not  one-fourth 
t  of  the  sum  required  to  complete  the  New 
rk  canal ;  this  splendid  work,  once  denounced 
chimerical  and  absurd,  is  now  the  object  of 
irersal  admiration  and  applause.  But  is  it,  in 
f  point  of  view,  as  important  as  the  canal  now 
posed?  Compare  them.  The  New  York  ca- 
passes  through  a  single  State,  and  terminates 
OQr  Northern  frontier.  The  Ohio  and  Poto- 
c  canal  will  pass  through  the  heart  and  centre 
this  Republic^  opening  a  water  communication 
m  the  Seat  ot  the  National  Government  to  the 
f  of  New  Orleans ;  affordinff  its  advantages  to 
the  intermediate  States,  wafting  the  immense 
1  various  productions  of  the  interior  through 
s  city  to  thehr  appropriate  markets,  at  one- 
mtieth  part  of  the  present  cost  of  transporta- 

I  by  land.  Besides,  this  canal  enjoys  the  ad- 
itages  of  the  coal  trade,  which  nature  has 
lied  to  the  other,  and  being  in  a  milder  climate 

II  remain  several  months  longer  unobstructed 
ice. 

3ut  this  report,  continued  Mr.  S.,  establishes 
)  other  propositions,  to  which  he  begged  leave 
call  the  attention  of  the  House.  The  first, 
•ugh  not  new,  he  said,  was  important ;  it  was. 
It  the  difference  in  the  cost  of  transportation  by 
sals  nod  by  land  was  as  twentv  to  one ;  that  is, 
It  the  cost  of  carriage  on  canais  was  one-twen- 
h  part  only  of  the  cost  upon  roads.  This  was, 
believed,  a  common  result  to  which  all  writers 
the  subject  had  come,  and  which  was  confirm- 
by  the  use  of  canals  wherever  adopted ;  from 
s,  it  evidently  followed  that  the  opening  of  this 
lal  would  place  the  Seat  of  the  National  Gov- 
iment,  for  all  the  purposes  of  trade  and  of  in- 
course,  within  fifteen  and  a  half  miles  of  Pitts- 
rg-  The  whole  distance  by  water  would  be 
ee  hundred  and  ten  miles ;  divide  this  by  twen- 
gives  fifteen  and  a  half  by  land.  It  has  been 
ertained,  said  he,  that  the  sum  paid  in  Pitts- 
'g  alone,  in  one  ye>r,  for  the  transportation  of 
)ds  for  the  ^pply  of  Ohio,  Kentoeky,  &c.,  had 
oimted  to  $1,500,000 ;  divide  this  by  twenty, 
[  it  will  be  reduced  by  the  canal  to  975,000, 
"Qg  the  West  from  an  annual  taxation  of 
,425,000.  For  the  cost  of  transportation  was, 
^id,  paid  by  the  consumer  of  the  goods,  in  the 
ae  way  that  he  paid  the  duty  that  enriched  the 
^lic  Treasury.  But  Pittsburg  was  not  the  only 
ce  of  deposite.  Mr.  S.  here  read  from  a  letter 
ich  he  had  lately  received  from  a  respectable 
rchant  in  Wheeling,  who  stated  that  he  re- 
ved  on  an  average  $3,000,000  worth  of  goods 
annum,  at  his  store,  transported  on  the  Cum- 
iand  road,  for  the  carriage  of  which  he  paid 
)ut  $120,000 ;  by  the  canal,  this  sum  would  be 
ticed  f  according  to  the  principle  of  the  report 
vhich  he  referred)  to  $6,000.  But  an  equal  sav- 
;  would  be  effected  on  the  transportation  of  the 


agricultural,  and  other  products  of  the  interior,  to 
the  Eastern  markets.  He  would  mention,  he  said, 
a  single  fact,  which  might  illustrate  the  impor- 
tance of  this  object :  from  the  returns  of  the  mar- 
shals, in  1810,  it  appeared  that  there  had  been 
manufactured  in  the  western  counties  of  Pennsyl- 
vania alone,  in  that  year,  417,181  barrels  of  flour 
and  whiskey.  These  articles  were  now  carried 
principally  over  the  mountains,  in  wagons,  at  an 
expense  of  about  three  dollars  per  Wrel,  which 
by  the  canal  would  be  reduced  to  fifteen  cents  per 
barrel.  The  glass  manufactured  in  his  neighbor- 
hood, he  said,  was  transported  to  Baltimore  by 
land,  at  an  expense  of  near  one-fourth  of  the  price 
received ;  ([a  higher  duty  than  was  paid  by  the 
foreign  article;)  on  this  canal,  instead  of  one  dol- 
lar per  box^  they  would  pay  five  cents.  These 
were  a  few  instances  «electea  to  illustrate  the  ad- 
vantages of  this  work;  and  the  results,  he  re- 
peated, were  inevitable,  if  the  principle  laid  down 
m  the  report  was  correct ;  and  it  was  confirmed 
by  universal  experience,  and  by  all  writers  on  the 
subject  with  which  he  had  become  acquainted. 
And  here,  he  said,  he  would  appeal  to  gentlemen 
opposed  to  the  encouragement  of  domestic  manu- 
factures, and  he  would  ask  them  whether,  while 
they  withheld  from  the  interior  and  the  West,  the 
benefits  of  domestic  manufactures,  which  were  the 
only  markets  for  the  consumption  of  their  heavy 
agricultural  products,  they  would  also  withhold 
every  facility  for  carrying  them  to  an  Eastern 
marxet,  by  which  the  price  would  be  reduced  to 
the  purcha.^r,  and  increased  to  the  seller?  He 
hoped  such  injustice  as  this  would  find  no  advo- 
cate on  that  floor. 

The  other  position  established  by  the  commis- 
sionera  in  their  report,  to  which  he  referred,  was 
this — that  a  moderate  toll  upon  this  caM  could 
not  fail  to  yield  a  revenue  of  at  least  fifteen  per 
cent,  on  the  stock  invested.  And  this  was  sup- 
ported and  confirmed  by  another  able  writer  on 
this  subject,  late  a  Senator  in  Congress,  who 
showed  that  a  much  larger  amount  would  be  re- 
ceived from  the  profits  of  the  coal  trade  alone, 
independent  of  the  tolls  on  the  lumber,  lime,  goods, 
and  the  various  productions  of  the  interior.  And 
this  would,  perhaps,  not  be  considered  extra va« 
gant,  when  we  recollect  that  in  England  some  of 
the  canals  employed  exclusively  in  the  transport- 
ation of  coal  yieM  a  revenue  or  one  hundred  and 
seventy  per  cent,  per  annunk  and  the  shares  of 
stock  had  increased  in  value  from  one  hundred  to 
three  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  each.  He 
referred,  he  said,  to  the  Loughborough  canal, 
which  overcome  a  fall  of  more  than  twenty-eight 
feet  per  mile,  while  an  average  of  less  than  ele- 
ven leet  would  overcome  the  tall  from  this  city  to 
the  summit  level  of  the  Alleghany  mountain. 
The  whole  fall  from  the  top  of  the  mocmtain  to 
tide- water  was  two  thousand  two  hundred  and 
fourteen  feet.  He  had  in  his  hand,  he  said,  a 
statement  of  the  value  of  the  stocks  and  the  toUs 
collected  on  thirty  canals  in  England,  taken  from 
a  London  Magazine  of  1812,  ^om  which  it  ap- 
peared that  these  stocks,  upon  an  average,  had 
increased  in  value  six  hundred  per  cent.,  and 
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yielded  aa  average  orofitof  thirty  per  cent,  per  an- 
num ;  from  which  ne  wa.s  induced  to  believe  that 
the  commissioners  were  not  extravagant  in  saying 
that  the  proposed  canal  would  yield  fifteen  per 
cent.  \  and  the  more  especially  when  it  is  consid- 
ered that  the  proposed  canal  would  be  little  more 
than  three  hundred  miles  in  leneth.  Yet  it  will 
promote  our  inland  navigation  of  near  three  thou- 
sand, and  of  course  draw  to  itself  all  the  advan- 
tages of  the  immense,  populous,  and  productive 
countries  bordering  on  the  Mississip})i,  Ohio,  the 
Potomac,  the  Chesapeake,  and  their  tributary 
streams.  If,  then,  the  toll  be  so  regulated  as  to 
yield  fifteen  per  cent.,  would  it  not  1^  the  interest 
of  the  Government,  as  a  measure  of  revenue,  in- 
dependent of  the  thousand  other  advantages,  to 
borrow  the  money,  as  is  proposed  in  a  very  able 
report  made  upon  this  subiect  during  the  last  ses- 
sion? Any  sum  could  be  readily  obtained,  at 
home  or  abroad,  at  five  per  cent.  The  last  loan 
was  obtained  for  less. 

Suppose,  then,  the  Government  were  to  loan 
three  millions,  the  whole  sum  reouired,  at  five  per 
cent.,  and  make  it  irredeemable  ior  twelve  jrears: 
the  funds  being  all  on  hand,  the  canal,  it  is  be- 
lieved, could  be  completed  in  six  years — perhaps 
less.  Let  the  toll  then  yield  fifteen  per  cent,  and 
in  less  than  twelve  years  from  the  date  of  the 
loan  the  tolls  alone  will  amount  to  a  sum  suffi- 
cient to  satisfy  and  imy  the  whole  of  the  debt  and 
interest,  without  taking  one  cent  from  the  public 
Treasury — Cleaving  the  Government  the  absolute 
proprietors  of  three  millions  of  stock,  yielding 
annually  into  the  Treasury  the  sum  of  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  Regulate  your 
tolls  so  as  to  yield  fifteen  per  cent. — the  sum  nzed 
by  the  commissioners  in  their  report — and  this 
result  is  inevitable.  It  is  a  matter  of  mathemat- 
ical demonstration^  and  these  profits  must  of  course 
increase  with  the  mcreasing  trade,  resources,  and 
population  of  the  West. 

On  this  subject,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  professed  to 
have  no  practical  knowledge.  His  reasoning  was 
predicated  upon  the  principles  of  the  report  of  the 
commissioners — all  of  whom  were  men  of  talents 
--4ome  of  them  practical  men,  who  had  been 
engaged  in  the  construction  of  the  James  River 
Canal.  He  therefore  considered  their  opinions  en- 
titled to  great  respect.  If  they  were  wrong,  his 
reasoning  would  be  in  the  same  4egree  erroneous. 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  rejoiced  that  the  dawn  of  inter- 
nal improvenrant,  by  canals,  began  to  open  upon 
this  nation,  and  to  dispel  the  doubt  and  darkness 
which  had  so  long  enshrouded  us.  The  New 
York  canalj  he  hoped,  would  have  the  efiect  here 
that  the  Bndfi^ewater  canal  had  in  England ;  that 
it  would  awaken  the  nation  to  a  sense  of  its  true 
interest.  In  1759,  when  the  Duke  of  Bridgewa- 
ter  finished  his  canal  in  England,  there  was  not 
another  in  that  Empire ;  in  1806,  there  was  com- 
pleted 245,  and  legislative  provision  made  for  57 
others ;  22  of  those  united  the  waters  of  the  East 
and  the  West,  crossing  a  mountain,  which  sej)j- 
rated  that  country  as  the  AUeshany  did  this.  Thir- 
ty-two miles  were  entirely  subterraneous.  To  de- 
stroy these  canals  would  oe  to  cut  the  veins  which 


save  circulation  to  the  life's  blood  of  that  pors- 
ful  nation.  France,  he  said,  had  Dot  bKB  isi,- 
tentive  to  this  important  subject;  she  bad  ma 
many  canals,  at  a  great  expense.  Upoo  oite  'tn. 
had  expended  more  than  twelve  miiliofis  of  dok^ 
lars.  Other  Governments  had  beea  eren  i&Dif 
provident.  Claudius,  one  of  the  Roman  Im^ 
rors.  it  was  said,  had  employed  30,000  ma  k 
twelve  years,  upon  a  single  canal;  aod  HcU, 
scarce  half  as  large  as  some  of  our  States,  hades- 
pended  upon  canals,  £300,000,000,  more  thaad<»^ 
ble  the  whole  amount  of  the  expenditures  of  lib 
Government  since  the  formation  of  the  Coc$us^ 
tion.  Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  we  liave  expended  ^• 
000,000.  In  the  last  twenty  years,  $469,010^/1 
had  been  expended.  What  had  become  of  hi  1< 
was  gone.  Expended  on  navies,  and  annie^.tsi 
forts,  and  fortifications,  in  supporting  foreign  Mj- 
isters,  lighthouses,  ships,  buoys,  and  beacos}.'- 
facilitate  and  protect  foreign  commerce,  r#: 
had  drained  our  life's  blood,  and  almost  baiikra^ 
the  nation.  Yes,  sir,  I  say  armia  for  the  ^i^^ 
of  foreign  commerce.  Was  not  the  late  wa:  sf- 
clared  emphatically  in  defence  of  *' free  tnde  ^^ 
sailors'  rights  ?"  And  this  would  be  the  s&jrtr 
of  every  war  with  which  this  country  might  ba^ 
after  be  afflicted. 

And  what,  sir,  has  been  done  for  intemii  uis- 
merce,  for  the  benefit  of  the  interior,  and  cf  ^ 
West?  They  had  contributed  their  full  p^ 
of  the  public  revenue.  Sir,  said  he,  si^.'^^^ 
commencement  of  this  Government,  to  ilia  ^y 
vou  have  expended  scarcely  two  millions  of  (li- 
lars,  to  facilitate  internal  trade,  by  inierDsi  ^ 
provements  \  and  even  this  paltry  sum  the  Sak' 
of  Ohio  was  bound  to  refund.  But  the  West  Id 
not  only  contributed  her  share  of  the  pablie  rev- 
enue, but  she  noblv  and  jgfloriously  shed  thei^ 
portion  of  the  blood  spilt  in  the  defence  of '^ 
trade  and  sailors'  rights."  She  has  done  iic^^' 
fully ;  and  would  do  it  again  when  occas&a  re- 
quired it  But  the  people  of  the  West  did  at- 
tain a  hope  that  their  interests  would  ^  ^ 
wholly  neglected ;  that  some  small  portioa  cf  f 
national  revenues  would  be  devoted  to  the  boi- 
of  "  internal  commerce  among  the  States,*"!^ 
not  exclusively  lavished  upon  objects  cooaecKf 
with  foreign  commerce.  This  was,  he  sai^  ^ 
reasonable  expectation,  and  he  hoped  it  wool^^ 
gratified  in  tne  accomplishment  of  the  obj^i^ 
the  amendment  he  had  offered ;  however,  if  i(^' 
refused,  there  was  one  consolation  still  leA:  ^ 
time  was  not  far  distant,  when  the  West  ^ 
be  able  to  command  upon  this  floor  that  jo^:^' 
ten  tion  to  her  interest,  which  miffht  now  l^riit- 
held.  And,  sir,  when  she  comes  here  in  her  pnf 
and  in  her  power ;  when  her  weight  will  be  »^ 
and  her  voice  will  be  heard,  in  the  decisioDof»^ 
gravest  question  which  could  be  agitated  ifl  ^ 
country,  he  hoped  that,  while  she  torgot  he:  ^f 
mies,  she  would  not  be  unmindful  ofber  fnf^ 
The  West^  he  trusted^  would  always  cbeffl-' 
acquiesce  in  the  decisions  of  the  coostituted  ^'' 
thorities  of  this  nation.  From  that  qoaiiff^ 
sound  of  "  rebellion,"  which  had  lately  v^ 
our  ears,  would,  he  hoped,  never  come* 
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While  we  see  other  Go?ernments.  TnoruircMes, 
so  attentive  to  the  interests  of  the  people,  affording 
erery  possible  facility  to  internal  trade  and  inter- 
course where  the  advantages  and  inducements  are 
Dot  half  80  greal  as  they  are  here,  for  few  coun- 
tries possess  such  an  extent  of  territory,  such  a 
Tariety  of  climate,  and  of  soil,  sei)arated  and  in- 
tersected by  such  immense  mountains,  rivers,  and 
iakes,  all  affording  the  greatest  facilities  and 
strongest  inducements  to  internal  improvements ; 
while,  said  he,  monarchs  are  thus  employing  the 
public  parse  for  the  people's  benefit,  shall  we,  the 
people's  Representatives,  lavish  their  money  on 
objects  of  military  grandeur,  (for,  said  Mr.  S.,  we 
have  this  day  voted  away  near  Qre  millions  of 
dollars  in  military  appropriation  bills,)  neglecting 
their  more  immediate  and  important  interests? 
Sir,  if  we  are  thus  interrogated  hy  the  people,  are 
we  prepared  to  give  them  a  satisfactory  answer  ? 

The  money  expended  on  armies  is  gone,  and  no 
iDore  heard  of  it,  while  the  benefits  of  that  ex- 
pended in  canals  would  be  enjoyed  for  centuries 
to  come;  and,  as  stock,  would  annually  yield  a 
reienae  to  the  Government.  Mr.  S.  said  he  was 
aware  that  Constitutional  objections  were  fash- 
ionable on  subjects  of  this  sort.  But,  sir,  said  he, 
this  amendment  involves  the  exercise  of  no  doubt- 
ful Constitutional  power ;  it  proposed  the  employ- 
ment of  topographical  engineers  on  an  object  con- 
nected with  military  purposes;  we  were  in  the 
<laily  practice  of  providing  for  the  surveys  of 
coasts  and  harbors,  and  bays  and  riversu  for  com* 
mercial  purposes  only,  unconnected  witn  military 
objects.  Look,  sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  to  the  report  of 
tbe  expenditures  of  the  last  year,  and  you  will 
find  half  a  dozen  items  of  this  sort ;  surveying  the 
Mississippi,  clearing  out  the  river  Thames,  sur- 
Teylng  the  coast  of  Carolina,  d^c.  This  proposi- 
UoQ,  therefore,  avoided  these  knotty  and  difficult 
questions.  But,  sir,  if  it  involved  the  exercise  of 
our  Constitutional  powers  on  this  subject,  to  their 
Qtmost  extent,  is  not  the  question  settled  ?  Sir, 
it  is.  Gentlemen  would  recollect,  he  said,  that 
At  the  last  session,  when  a  motion  was  made  to 
strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill  for  the 
erection  of  gates  on  the  Cumberland  road,  on  the 
ground  that  we  had  no  power  to  erect  gates,  and 
unpose  fines  and  penalties  for  their  evasion,  yet, 
sir,  from  the  vote  upon  that  question,  it  appears 
that  but  thirty^even  doubted  the  power  of  the 
Go?emmcnt  even  to  go  thus  far,  while  seventy- 
^  voted  in  its  favor.  And  in  the  Senate,  where 
were  to  be  found  some  of  the  most  profound,  ex- 
perienced, and  enlightened  Constitutional  law- 
T^)  in  this,  or  in  any  other  country,  there  were 
but  seven  votes  against  the  passage  of  this  bill, 
which  exerted  the  Constitutional  power  of  this 
wernment  over  the  subject  of  internal  improve- 
^euts  to  its  utmost  limit.  If  a  vote  of  more  than 
two  to  one  in  this  House,  and  more  than  four  to 
^^^  m  the  Senate,  did  not  settle  the  question,  he 
was  at  a  loss  to  know  what  would. 

The  Constitution,  he  said,  expressly  gave  to 
Ungress  the  power  to  "  regulate  commerce  among 
"ie  States,"  as  well  as  "  with  foreign  nations." 
^  the  exercise  of  this  power,  (for  it  could  not  be 


justified  by  any  other,)  we  appropriate  annually 
about  $200,000  to  erect  and  support  lighthouses, 
buoysj  beacons,  dbc.  by  which  internal  commerce 
was  facilitated  for  nundreds  of  miles  into  the  in- 
terior, up  your  bays  and  rivers,  even  to  this  city. 
And  if  you  have  the  power  to  improve  the  navi- 
gation of  bays  and  rivers,  by  erecting  lights  and 
piers,  and  removing  obstructions  to  the  naviga- 
tion of  vessels  and  crafts  of  forty  to  fifty  tons,  why 
not  go  further,  and  remove  obstructions,  and  fa- 
cilitate the  navigation,  by  opening  canals  for 
boats  carrying  thirty  or  fortjr  tons,  a  few  hundred 
miles  furtner  into  the  interior  ?    If  you  can  im- 

Jirove  the  navi^tion  of  the  Potomac  and  bay, 
rom  the  Atlantic  to  this  city,  why  not  eo  on  to 
the  city  of  Pittsburg  1  Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  the  power 
and  the  principle  is  the  same.  He  defied  the  in- 
genuity of  any  gentleman  to  draw  a  distinction ; 
even  tne  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Smyth) 
himself  could  not  show  any  Constitutional  differ- 
ence. The  Constitution  merely  gave  the  power 
*^  to  regulate  commerce  -"  it  did  not  prescribe  the 
manner.  This  was  left  to  Congress,  who  had 
expressly  the  power  to  pass  all  laws  *'  necessary 
and  proper  to  regulate  commerce  among  the 
States."  *  If  they  consider  it  "  necessary  and  prop- 
er" to  cut  a  canal  for  this  purpose,  they  have  ex- 
pressly, by  the  Constitution,  the  power  to  do  it. 
This  was  too  clear  to  admit  a  doubt,  it  could  not 
be  obscured  by  all  the  political  metaphysics  that 
could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  it. 

But  the  Constitution  has  also  given  to  Congress 
the  power  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try }  this  no  one  denied :  and  he  thought  he  had 
already  clearly  shown,  that  this  measure  was  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  defence  of  the  Seat  of 
the  National  Government,  which,  from  the  expe- 
rience of  the  late  war,  it  appeared,  stood  in  need 
of  defence.  In  thi»*view  oi  the  subject,  he  said, 
he  was  supported  by  the  Secretary  of  War  him- 
self, who  had  pointed  out  this  object  in  his  splen- 
did report  on  "  Military  Roads  and  Canals,"  al- 
ready referred  to. 

The  construction  of  the  Cumberland  road  had 
been  justified  a  few  days  ago  by  a  sentleman  who 
denied  the  Constitutional  power  of  Congress  over 
the  subject  of  internal  improvements,  on  the  ground 
that  it  enhanced  the  value  of  the  public  lands, 
with  respect  lo  which  the  Constitution  gave  Con- 
gress the  power  to  make  "  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations."  Now,  as  the  cost  of  intercourse  upon 
the  canal  would  be  only  one-twentieth  part  of  the 
cost  on  the  road,  would  not  the  canal,  in  the  same 
proportion,  enhance  the  price  and  facilitate  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands?  And  but  a  small  por- 
tion of  these  lands,  he  said,  had  yet  been  disposed 
of.  The  amount  sold  had  brought  about  sixty 
millions  of  dollars ;  the  amount  yet  to  be  disposed 
of  would  bring  (if  sold  at  the  minimum  price 
$1  25)  more  than  $500,000,000.  Then,  sir,  said 
Mr.  S.,  whether  this  canal  is  r^rded  as  "  neces- 
sary and  proper"  for  the  regulation  "  of  commerce 
among  the  States,"  or  as  ^^  necessary  and  proper" 
for  the  defence  of  this  City  and  the  District,  it  is, 
in  either  case,  equally  in  the  power  of  Congress,  by 
the  express  words  ot  the  Constitution,  to  make  it. 
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But,  sir,  we  are  told  this  will  be  a  violation  of  the 
rights  of  the  States  through  which  it  may  pass — 
it  will  trench  upon  their  powers.  Sir,  the  States 
concerned  will  thank  Congress  for  thus  violating 
their  rights.  It  is  a  concurrent  power  which  vio- 
lates no  right ;  a  power  which  is  only  felt  by  the 
States  in  the  benefits  and  blessings  it  confers. 
Sir,  it  is  conferring  power  upon  the  States  by  the 
General  Qovemment;  it  is  giving  money  (which 
is  power)  to  the  States,  to  be  expended  within 
their  territories,  and  for  their  benefit,  adding  to 
their  wealth,  power,  and  resources,  at  the  expense 
of  the  General  Government.  Yet  we  are  told  it 
is  a  violation  of  State  .rights.  Sir.  these  gentle- 
men are  not  the  friends,  they  are  tne  enemies  of 
State  riffhts.  While  we  are  passing  whole  codes 
of  penal  laws,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  claimed  as 
incidental  to  the  fearful  right  of  raising  armies 
and  navies,  and  imposing  taxes  and  burdens  upon 
the  people,  (here  the  States  might  startle,  and 
statesmen  might  stop  and  pause  m  their  career ;) 
but  not  a  word  is  heard  from  those  champions  of 
State  riffhts.  You  may  pass  laws  taking  away 
the  life,  liberty,  and  property,  of  the  citizen,  as  in- 
cidental to  the  express  right  to  *^  lay  taxes,"  with- 
out exciting  any  uneasiness  or  alarm.  But,  when 
you  attempt  to  give  up  a  part  of  the  money  of  the 
General  Government  for  the  use  of  the  States  and 
the  people ;  when  you  propose  thus  to  confer  bene- 
fits and  blessings  upon  them,  you  are  met  at  once 
bv  this  fearful  alarm  about  "  swallowing  up  the 
States,"  violating  their  rights,  dbc.  Mr.  S.  said 
he  could  assure  gentlemen  that  the  States  con- 
cerned did  not  thank  them  for  their  friendly  inter- 
ference in  opposing  these  measures. 

From  the  report  referred  to,  Mr.  S.  said,  it  ap- 
peared that  a  meeting  of  twelve  commissioners, 
appointed  on  the  subject  of  the  improvement  or 
the  navigation  of  the  Potonlac,  by  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  was  held  at  Annapolis  on  the  22d  of 
December,  1784,  consisting  of  General  Gkites,  Judge 
Chase,  and  others  of  the  most  distinguished  pa*- 
triots  of  that  day.  At  this  meeting  General  Wash- 
iNQTON  presided ;  and,  after  consultation,  it  was 
resolved,  ''That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  con- 
'  ference  that  the  removing  the  obstructions  in  the 
'  river  Potomac,  and  making  the  same  navigable 
'  from  tide-water  as  lar  up  the  North  Branch  as 
'  may  be  convenient  and  practicable,  will  increase 

<  the  commerce  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  and 
'  peatly  promote  the  interests  of  the  United  States. 
'  by  forming  free  and  easy  communication  ana 
'  connexion  with  the  people  settled  on  the  West- 
'  ern  waters,  alreadv  very  considerable  in  their 

<  numbers,  and  rapidly  increasing,  from  the  mild- 
'  ness  of  the  climate,  and  the  fertility  of  the  soil." 

In  speaking  of  the  advantages  of  this  work,  they 
go  on  to  say,  that  it  would  afford  '^substantial 
'  proof  to  our  brethren  of  the  Western  territory  of 
'  our  disposition  to  connect  ourselves  vnth  them  by 
'  the  strongest  bonds  of  friendship  and  mutual  in- 
'  terest."  It  would,  they  say  in  another  part  of 
their  report,  "  contribute  much  to  their  conveni- 
'  ence  and  accommodation ;  and  the  benefits  re- 
'  suiting  therefrom  to  these  States  would  compen- 
*  sate  the  expense  of  a  road"  from  Cumberland  to 


the  Monongahela  river,  which  thejr  also  propcsei 
to  have  opened.  These  were  the  views  of  the  pi- 
triots  of  the  Revolution,  of  the  sases  of  ^6,  to: 
forty  yean  ago,  on  this  subject  They  were  ik 
views  of  Washington,  who  fixed  the  sett  of  Got- 
emment  with  a  view  to  this  very  object  Et 
clearly  foresaw  its  advantages^  and,  had  keM, 
we  should  have  lon^  since  enjoyed  their  gkm 
consummation.  I^bbington  afterwirds,  ia  « 
letter  dated  the  31st  of  October,  178S,  expcesei 
himself  on  the  subject  as  follows : 

"  The  extensive  inland  navigations  with  whidi  tbi 
country  aboandi,  and  the  easy  oommamtatioo  «bt 
many  of  them  afbrd,  with  the  amaidng  territoiy  to  ib 
westward  of  us,  will  certainly  be  prodadivt  ofiahBa 
advantages  to  the  Atlantic  States,  if  the  Lcgitbtsm 
of  those  through  which  they  pass  have  libeniitf  lac 
public  spirit  enough  to  improTe  them.  For  dj  on 
part,  I  wish  sincerely  that  every  door  to  tfait  ooiskt 
may  be  set  wide  open,  that  the  commercial  intneora 
with  it  may  be  rendered  aa  free  and  eas?  u  ponUi 
This,  in  my  judgment,  is  the  best,  if  net  ^  e^ 
cement  that  can  bind  thioee  people  to  as  for  aaj  ksfs 
of  time— and  we  shall,  I  think,  be  deficient  i&  fen- 
sight  and  wisdom,  if  we  neglect  the  means  of  e&dst 
it.  Onr  interest  is  so  much  in  unison  withtbe  p^ 
of  this  measure,  that  nothing  riioft*  of  thtt  2kaa< 
and  misapplied  parsimony  and  contracted  vtn  «f 
thinking,  which  internungleo  ae  mneh  in  all  w^ 
lie  councils,  can  connteiact  it" 

If,  sir,  it  was  properly  called  "  ill-dmed  ^ 
mony,  and  contracted  policy,"  thirtjr-fire  ynn 
ago,  even  before  the  establishment  of^tbepiwst 
Constitution,  what  would  be  said  of  it  ooirt  A* 
that  time  there  were  but  few  settlers  intfaeWe^i 
they  had  few  wants,  and  they  were  essilfsf 
plira,  where  we  find  now  some  of  the  Biostpcr* 
erfol  and  populous  States,  enjoving  all  tbeios^ 
menta,  and  indulging  in  all  tne  luxuries  of  <^ 
most  polished  society.  Where  there  wereWitB 
huts,  you  now  find  splendid  cities.  The  ectatrr 
then  inhabited  by  savages  and  beasts  of  f^-^ 
now  covered  with  towns  and  villages,  ind  cflla- 
vated  fields.  If  this  measure  was  necessm,  t^ 
how  much  more  imperiously  is  it  demanded  dc' 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  not  trespass  loii|eroBtt' 
time  of  the  House.    He  felt  much  indebie^  ^ 
their  indulgent  attention,  and  he  would  cooe^ 
with  expressing  the  hope  that  this  measorev^ 
not  be  rejected,  especially  when  gentlemefl  '<^ 
into  view  the  immense  advantages  to  be  den^ 
from  it  in  a  polidcal  point  of  view,  by  imitifif  ^e 
East  and  the  West,  equal,  alroidy,  to  two  §^ 
empirea^ts  advantages  to  internal  comniei^ 
opening  an  inland  navigation  from  the  Sett  ^ 
Government  to  the  city  of  NewOrieans-^tt*^  I 
vantages  to  the  agriciutural  and  manafacton^  I 
industry  of  the  interior,  now  laboring  uoi^  ^ 
surmountable  difficulties.    He  begged  gn<t^ 
to  consider  its  advantages  to  this  city,  in  v^^* 
all  had  an  interest,  as  Uie  Seat  of  the  Natic^ 
Government — its  growth,  its  prosperitf,  i^J^ 
fence,  were  important,  and  would  be  dtqi^ 
It  would  enhance  the  value  of  the  jiam^j 
and  the  public  lots.    It  would  make  the  Ss^r^ 
Government  follow  the  march  of  power  k°^ 
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West.  It  would  place  it  in  the  yicinity  of  the 
first  markets  in  the  worid.  And  to  accomplish 
all  these,  and  many  other  equally  important  ob- 
jects Goonected  with  this  subject,  it  was  proposed, 
Qoi  that  the  QoTernment  should  give  a  gnraituity 
10  the  States  concerned,  but  that  it  should  sub- 
scribe a  sum,  as  stock,  corresponding  with  the  in- 
terest we  had  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  object 
m  view,  and  from  which  we  will  hereafter  derive 
oar  fall  share  of  the  profits,  in  common  with  the 
States  aad  individuals  concerned.  We  thus  avoid 
all  CoDstitutional  difficulties,  and  they  were,  cer- 
taialjr,  the  only  objections  that  could  be  urged 
against  this  measure^— a  measure  due  to  the  city 
--due  to  the  interior — it  was  due  to  the  West — 
to  ourselves,  and  to  the  nation,  and,  therefore,  he 
hoDed,  nay,  he  felt  certain,  of  its  final  adoption. 

When  Mr.  S.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Wright  spoke  aeainst  the  appropriation, 
00  geoeral  Constitutional  ground. 

Mr.  Stewart,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Mercer, 
withdrew  his  amendment,  that  the  bill  might  not 
be  embarrassed  b/  its  introduction. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  as 
amended;  and,  before  coming  to  any  determina- 
tion on  the  amendment  made  to  the  bill,  the 
House  adjourned,  to  meet  again  at  6  o'clock. 

Evening  Session, 
The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  thejr  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
extend  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace, 
JQ  the  recovery  of  debts,  in  the  county  of  Wash- 
uigtofl,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  with  amend- 
ments. And  they  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
>ct  for  the  relief  of  James  Morrison ;"  in  which 
bill  and  amendments  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

FORTIFICATIONS,  dec. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  fortifications,  with  the  amenoroents  made 
to  it  in  Committee,  and  agreed  to  all  the  amend- 
ments, except  the  item  of  twenty  thousand  dollars 
u)  addition  to  the  annual  appropriation  of  two 
hundred  thousaod  dollars  for  arming  the  militia 
af  the  United  States,  and  another  of  forty-six 
thoosaod  dollars  for  Fort  Washington. 

On  the  question  to  concur  with  the  Committee 
^  the  amendment  anpropriating  forty-six  thou- 
«nd  dollars  for  Fort  Washington,  on  the  Mary- 
and  hank  of  the  Potomac  river,  Mr.  Tracy,  (who 
Dade  the  exception,)  and  Mr.  Williams,  of  North 
•'arolina,  spoke  against  the  appropriation,  and 
^'  McLah  B  and  Mr.  Littlb  supported  it. 

Mr.  Cocks,  wishing  to  recora  his  vote  ujwn 
his  subject,  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  in  which 
^U  he  was  not  sustained  by  a  sufficient  number 
*i  members. 

The  debate  was  renewed.  Mr.  Floyd  addressed 
^  Chair  against  the  appropriation,  and  Mr* 
Vhipple  stated  the  reasons  which  would  induce 
im  to  vote  for  it. 

The  question  on  concurring  with  the  Commit- 
^  on  this  excepted  amendment  was  taken,  and 
greed  to — ayes  74,  noes  32. 


On  the  question  to  concur  in  the  second  ex- 
cepted item,  Mr.  Rbea,  wl^o  made  this  exception, 
gave  the  reasons  why  he  did  so. 

[The  object  of  this  appropriation  is  to  enable 
the  Government  to  contract  with  Messrs.  North 
and  Starr,  two  manufacturers  of  arms  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  for  the  supply  of  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  arms,  to  enable  them  to  make  which,  they 
have,  under  inducements,  held  out  by  the  Govern- 
ment, gone  to  considerable  expense  in  enlarging 
their  establishment,  &c.] 

Mr.  Cocke  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this 
subject. 

In  this  call  Mr.  C.  was  sustained. 

The  discussion  was  revived  by  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr. 
Cannon,  and  Mr.  Walworth,  in  favor  of  the 
appropriation,  and  Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  Breckenridge, 
Mr.  Ross,  and  Mr.  Rhea,  against  it. 

Mr.  Rhea  then  moved  to  strike  out  twenty  and 
insert  one  kundred^  so  as  to  make  the  amendment 
read  one  hundred  thousand  dollars^  in  addition  to 
the  annual  ap{)ropriation  for  arming  the  militia, 
Slc,    This  motion  was  negatived. 

The  debate  was  renewed — ^Mr.  Woodcock 
against  the  appropriation,  and  Mr.  Tomlinson 
in  aid  of  it. 

The  question  on  concurring  in  the  amendment 
was  then  taken  by  ayes  and  noes  and  determined 
in  the  affirmative-^^yes  76,  noes  55. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading[. 

The  Speaker  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  the 
annual  returns  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  in  the  Dbtnct  of  Columbia, 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  sundry  amend- 
ments, being  next  before  the  House — 

Mr.  Nbale  moved  that  the  Honse  do  disagree 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  this  bill,  which 
exempts  from  imprisonment,  under  any  process, 
the  persons  of  all  females,  whatsoever,  and  all 
males  over  seventy  years  of  age;  and  that  the 
House  do  agree  to  all  the  other  amendments. 

Mr.  Hardin,  wbhing  to  modif^r  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate,  the  principle  of  which  he  liked,  and 
the  hour  hang  now  too  late  for  him  to  enter  into 
a  discussion  of  its  merits,  and  aStt  the  amend- 
ments he  vnshed,  moved  that  the  House  adjourn ; 
which  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  H.  then  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table; 
which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Hous&  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLanb,  then 
resolved  itselt  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Walworth  in  the 
chair. 

The  Committee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLane, 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  carrying  into  efiect  the  Convention  of 
Navigation  and  Commerce,  between  the  United 
States  and  France,  concluded  at  Washington, 
June  24, 1822;  and  the  bill  was  read  through  by 
sections,  without  objection  or  amendment. 

The  Committee  then  took  up  the  bill  to  amend 
the  ordinance  and  act  of  Congress  for  the  govern- 
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ment  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan;  and  went 
through  that  bill. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  James 
Morrison,  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  Committee  next,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pi«um£R, 
of  New  Hampshire,  took  up  the  bill  to  amend  the 
act  for  organizing  the  government  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Florida;  to  which  several  amendments 
were  made,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hernandez  and 
others. 

These  bills  were  then  reported  to  the  House, 
and  the  two  first  of  them  were  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Before  the  Florida  bill  was  acted  upon,  the 
House  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  February  26. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  ofthe 
last  session,  supplementary  to  an  act  for  the  better 
or^nization  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
within  the  State  of  New  York.  Whereupon,  the 
bill  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  made  on  the 
21st  instant;  and  the  resolution  therein  recom- 
mended to  the  adoption  of  the  House  being  read, 
was  amended  to  read  as  follows : 

Resolved,  bv  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresentO' 
lives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembied,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
authorised  and  requested  to  commence  a  system  of 
operations  for  the  gradual  and  nltimate  effectuation  of 
the  objects  contemplated  in  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Indian  Affairs  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes, 
made  on  the  Slst  of  February,  1828,  allowing  him  to 
exercise  and  pursue  his  own  judgment  as  to  the  man- 
ner or  mode  of  doing  it,  and  to  communicate  to  this 
House,  as  soon  as  may  be,  after  the  commencement  of 
the  next  session,  the  progress  and  result  of  his  pro- 
ceedings therein. 

The  said  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  examination  of  titles  to  land  in  that 
part  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  situated  between 
the  Rio  Hondo  and  the  Sabine  river ;  and  the  bill 
being  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  to-day. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz :  *'An 
act  to  amend  the  ordinance  and  acts  ol  Congress 
for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
and  for  other  purposes  5"  "An  act  further  to  extend 
the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  supple- 
mentary to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands  prior  to  the 
1st  of  July,  1820  j"  "An  act  for  carrymg  into  ef- 
fect the  convention  of  navigation  and  commerce 
between  the  United  States  and  France,  concluded 
at  Washington  on  the  24th  day  of  June,  1822 ;" 
"An  act  making  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  Portu^,  and  Spain,  receivable  in  pay- 
ments on  account  of  public  lands ;"  "An  act  to 
continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  regula- 


ting the  currency,  within  the  United  States,  d 
the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  France,  PorosL 
and  Spain,  and  the  crowns  of  Fiance  and  Ire 
franc  pieces,'  passed  on  the  29th  of  April,  18U 
so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  the  crowni  of  Fnsa 
and  five  franc  pieces ;''  "An  act  further  to  dtojob; 
the  continuance  of  the  Mint  at  Philadetpk;^ 
and  "An  act  respecting  the  punishment  of  ^• 
racy;"  were  severally  read  the  third  tiiKui 
paued. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''Anacits 
repeal  so  much  of  an  act,  passed  the  18th  of  ApK. 
1806,  as  limits  the  price  of  certain  knds  io  *Jk 
State  of  Tennessee,''  was  read  the  third  tiDe,i&^ 
passed. 

An  engrossed  resolution  concerning  the  Into 
in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  was  read  the  tluH 
time,  and  passed. 

Tne  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  dliecoi? 
the  printing  of  the  Journal  of  Congress,  fromty 
5th  of  September.  1774,  to  the  3d  of  Norembe 
1786,  was  read  tne  third  time;  and,  being  ose 
passage,  it  was.  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocce,  orders 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

An  engrossed  bill,  making  further  appropni' 
tions  for  the  military  service  of  the  United  Scaie. 
for  the  year  1823,  [fortifications]  was  read  Li 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideratioD  cf  lis 
bill  to  amend  "An  act  for  the  establishmai  cf  t 
Territorial  Government  in  Florida;  andtlieqie- 
tion  recurred  on  the  following  amendmeot,  ^ 
posed  by  Mr.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  tad  <:^ 
pending  yesterday,  viz : 

<<  Sac.  — >  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  (rf* 
emor  of  the  Territory  of  Florida  cause  to  be  ddnevi 
to  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Louistsnt,  all  on^ 
titles  to  land  lying  in  said  State,  and  belonging  too 
sens  thereof." 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  said  vboa- 
ment,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative,  t&^  ^ 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engro^ed,  and  readattii 
time  to-day. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commineesr 
the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union;  u^ 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  CommittferD«r 
and  reported  the  nill  from  the  Senate,  entitled ''As 
act  to  r^ulate  the  commercial  intercourse  betvee 
the  United  States  and  cerUin  British  coins. 
ports,"  without  amendment ;  also,  the  bill  of  i^ 
House  making  appropriations  for  the  Public  Bi^ 
ings,  with  amendments. 

The  first  named  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  rev* 
ing  to-day. 

The  amendments  reported  from  the  Commi^- 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  to  tb«  i- 
making  appropriations  for  the  Public  Boildisi^ 
were  read  and  concurred  in  bv  the  House,  Mf^ 
that  part  which  proposes  to  nil  the  blank  is  ^ 
item.  "  for  finishing  the  south  portico  to  tbePrfS'' 
dent's  House,"  with  the  sum  of  nineteen  \^ 
sand  dollars,  and,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  of 
amendment,  it  passed  in  the  afl&rmative— ]rei^^ 
nays  67.  ^ 

The  said  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engn^^ 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 
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Mr.  Campbell  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
rom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  com- 
QJttee  appoiated  to  make  further  inquiries  respect- 
hf  the  suporession  of  a  certain  paragraph  con- 
amed  in  a  letter  communicated  to  this  House  at 
be  last  session ;  and  the  said  letter  from  the  Sec- 
etary  of  the  Treasury  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  letter  is  as  follows : 

TmiABumt  DsrAmTxxvT,  Feb,  24,  18S8. 

8iR :  In  reply  to  yoar  letter  of  the  10th  instant, 
iodoiing  a  reiolntion  of  the  House  of  Representatires, 
)f  the  sixth  of  the  same  month,  and  requesting  the 
commnnication  of  any  information,  not  already  com* 
manicated,  as  may  be  in  possession  of  the  Department, 
I  have  the  honor  to  obMrre,  that  when  the  Bank  of 
tbe  United  States  went  into  operation,  an  effort  was 
mtde  to  simplify  the  operations  of  the  Treasury, 
throogh  the  instrumentality  of  that  institotion.  To 
give  to  this  effort  the  greatest  efficiency,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  bank  should  have  the  selection,  not  oniT  of 
the  8tate  banks  in  which  the  public  money  should  be 
(leposited,  in  places  where  it  had  established  no  office, 
hut  of  those  whose  notes  should  be  reoeiTod  on  ao- 
count  of  the  revenue ;  and  that  all  money  so  deposit- 
ed, should  be  entered  to  the  credit  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  in  trust  (or  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States.  It  was  further  agreed  that  the  Treasurer 
might  draw  upon  the  bank,  at  any  place  where  the 
poblic  money  was  deposited,  whether  there  were  any 
paUic  money  at  such  'place  or  not ;  with  the  under- 
ftanding,  however,  that  reasonable  notice  should  be 
given  to  the  bank,  when  it  was  intended  to  draw  for 
a&j  connderable  amount  beyond  the  sum  on  deposite 
It  such  place. 

This  project  was  generally  carried  into  effect,  in 
the  oooTse  of  1817,  after  the  Bute  banks  had  resum- 
ed specie  paynfonts.  The  notes  of  all  such  banks, 
in  the  Western  States,  were  received  by  the  land  offi- 
eers,  and  deposited,  as  specie,  in  the  offices  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  in  the  State  banks, 
employed  as  offices  of  deposite. 

Thii  plan  of  simplifying  the  operations  of  the  Treas- 
on, was,  in  the  course  of  1818,  interrupted,  on  the 
ooe  band,  by  the  complaints  of  the  State  banks,  em- 
ployed as  offices  of  deposite,  that  the  Bank   of  the 
United  States  acted  oppressively  and  capriciously  to- 
wards them,  by  subjecting  them  to  all  the  inconveni- 
ences incident  to  the  relation  they  held,  and  depriv* 
isg  them  of  most  of  the  advantages  which  they  had 
s  right  to  expect  from  that  relation ;  and,  on  the 
other,  by  those  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes,  al* 
leging  that  the  State  tmnks  were  desirous  of  appropri- 
^g  to  themselves  all  the  advantages  of  their  sitna- 
t>>B>  without  bearing  any  part  of  the  burdens  im- 
posed apon  it  by  its  charter,  or  by  the  arrangement 
Bade  with  the  Treasury,  one  of  the  most  onerous  of 
which  was  the  implied  obligation  it  had  incurred  of 
guarantying  not  only  the  solvency  of  those  banks, 
whilst  they  were  employed  as  offices,  but  also  of  the 
'  ^er  State  banks,  whose  notes  were  received  on  ac- 
^Qnt  of  the  revenue.     This  state  of  collision  and  ir- 
ntation  continued  increasing  until   the   autumn  of 
1818,  when  the  bank  notified  the  Department  that  it 
(pQld  no  longer  execute  its  arrangement,  without  sac- 
'  VificiDg  the  essential  interest  of  the  institution.     At 
tbe  same  Ume,  it  declared  its  determination  to  receive 
^n  the  land  officers  nothing  but  its  own  notes,  and 


the  current  coin  of  the  Union,  except  as  special  de- 
posite. Shortly  after  this  determination,  many  of  the 
Western  banks  stopped  payment. 

The  experience  of  the  bank  had,  about  this  period, 
led  to  the  conviction,  that  it  was  impracticable  to  keep 
its  notes  in  circulation  in  the  Western  States,  and  or- 
ders were,  consequently,  issued  in  the  course  of  the 
autamn,  or  in  the  early  part  of  1819,  forbidding  its 
Western  offices  to  issue  their  notes,  even  on  a  deposite 
of  specie.  The  determination  which  it  had  formed 
in  relation  to  payments  on  account  of  the  public  lands, 
was,  therefore,  practically  a  determination  to  receive  - 
nothing  but  current  gold  and  silver  coin«  which  was 
nearly  as  difficult  to  be  obtained,  in  the  Western 
States,  as  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
At  thai  time  there  was  due  the  United  States  nearly 
twenty  millions  of  dollars,  by  the  purchasers  of  the 
public  lands,  a  great  part  of  which  debt  had  been  con- 
tracted during  ti^  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and 
in  the  years  1817  and  1818,  when  the  notes  of  nearly 
all  the  Western  banks  were  receivable  in  payment. 
It  was  maniftot,  upon  the  slightest  reflection,  that 
this  determination  of  the  bank  would  greatly  reduce 
the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  from  that  important 
branch  of  the  public  revenue,  but  that  consideration 
woirid  not,  alone,  have  been  sufficient  to  have  induc- 
ed the  Executive  department  to  have  assumed  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  measure,  which  was,  with  great  de- 
liberation, adopted  upon  the  occasion. 

To  have  permitted  the  distress  and  ruin  in  which 
the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands  would  have  been 
involved,  by  the  refusal  to  receive  from  them  any 
thing  in  payment  but  the  current  coin  of  the  Union, 
and  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  under 
such  circumstances,  without  an  effort  by  the  Execu- 
tive department  to  avert  them,  would  have  excited 
feelings  in  a  large  and  meritorious  body  of  citizens, 
which  no  prudent  Government,  even  if  despotic  could 
have  seen  with  indifference.     It  ia  confidently  believ- 
ed, that,  if  no  such  effort  had  been  made,  the  Execu- 
tive department  of  the  Government  would  have  been 
charged  with  the  most  shameful  imbecility,  and  that  the 
Treasury  Department  would  have  been  loaded  with 
the  public  execration.     If  an  effort  was  to  be  made  to 
afford  relief,  the  alternative  presented  was  to  continue 
to  receive  the  notes  of  the  few  banks  in  the  West, 
which  still  continued  to  pay  specie,  and  enter  them 
to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  in  the  offices  of  the 
bank,  as  special  deposite ;  or  to  deposite  them  in  State 
banks,  upon  conditions  which  would  make  it  their  in- 
terest to  return  them  into  circulation  as  soon  ss  prac- 
ticable, on  account  of  the  Government.    In  the  first 
case,  they  would  have  accumulated  in  those  offices, 
without  the  possibility  of  being  put  sgain  into  circula- 
tion on  account  of  the  Government,  as  those  offices 
would  have  had  no  inducement  to  make  exertions  to 
convert  them  into  specie,  or  transfer  the  amount,  by 
the  purchase  of  bills  of  exchange  upon  New  Orleans, 
or  upon  the  Atlantic  cities.    To  eflect  either  of  these 
operations,  it  was  msnifest  that  the  employment  of 
the  State  banks  was  indispensable.     The  arrange- 
ments proposed,  were  maturely  considered  and  adopt- 
ed, with  the  approbation  of  the  President,  who  was 
fully  sensible  of  the  importance  of  the  crisis  which  had 
arrived. 

The  inducements  which  were  offered  to  those  banks, 
to  resume  and  continue  specie  payments,  and  to 
transfer  the  excess  of  the  public  revenue  collected  in 
the  Western  States,  beyond  the  expenditure,  to  places 


1115 


HISTORT  OF  OONGBESS. 


lilt 


H.  OF  R. 


Suppretiion  of  PubUc  DoamaUi. 


FBBBirAlT,1821 


when  it  could  be  expended,  were  believed  to  be  both 
justifiable  and  snfiBcient  to  ioinre  encoeM,  and  the 
result  has  proven  that  nothing  was  necessary  to  the 
most  complete  success,  but  the  want  of  integrity  in 
those  who  had  the  direction  of  some  of  those  institu* 
tions.*  Against  this  contingency,  the  department 
availed  itself  of  all  the  means  wiUiin  its  reach,  and 
confided  in  the  representations  of  gentlemen  who  oc- 
cupied high  and  responsible  stations  in  the  public 
councils,  whose  judgment  and  integrity  were  consid- 
ered unquestion^le,  and  whose  means  of  information 
excluded  almost  the  possibility  of  mistake.  Notwith- 
standing the  want  of  integrity  which  has  been  mani- 
fested by  the  directors  of  several  of  those  b«nks  which 
have  failed,  it  is  still  confidently  believed,  that,  after 
making  a  liberal  allowance  for  any  loss  which  possibly 
may  occur,  1^  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of 
Cincinnati,  the  Banks  of  Vincennes,  Edwardsville, 
and  Missouri,  the  benefits  which  have  resulted  from 
those  arrangements  will  greatly  preponderate  over 
auch  loss. 

It  is  impossible  to  state  whether  any  loss  will  even- 
tually be  sustained  by  the  Oovemment  from  either  of 
those  banks.  No  apprehension  is  entertained  of  loss 
from  any  other.  The  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank 
of  Cincinnati  is,  therefore,  the  only  one  in  which 
public  money  has  been  deposited,  where  the  Bank  of 
Uie  United  States  had  established  an  office,  from 
which  there  is  any  danger  of  loss. 

That  bank,  in  a  very  short  time  after  it  resumed 
specie  payments,  in  conformity  with  its  agreement 
with  the  Treasury  Department,  stopped  payment,  and 
has  never  made  any  return,  or  answered  any  of  the 
demands  which  have  been  made  upon  it  for  informa- 
tion. The  impression,  in  relation  to  it,  has,  therefore, 
been  very  unfrvorable.  A  auit  has  been  brought 
against  it,  in  the  Federal  court,  for  the  amount  of  pub- 
lic money  in  its  possession,  which  has  not  yet  been 
decided. 

The  arrangements  made  with  the  Farmers  and 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  Cincinnati,  the  Bank  of  Chilli- 
cothe,  and  the  branch  of  the  Bank  of  Kentucky,  at 
Louisville,  where  offices  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Btates  had  been  established*  by  which  the  public 
money  collected  at  the  land  offices,  in  the  vicinity  of 
those  banks,  were  deposited  in  them,  were  not  com- 
municated to  Congress  at  the  next  session  after  their 
date,  from  mere  inadvertence  to  the  provision  of  the 
charter  to  which  the  resolution  refers.  They  were, 
however,  matters  of  general  notoriety,  not  only  in  the 
Western  States,  but  in  the  other  parts  of  the  Union. 
Omissions  of  this  natv^  have  frequently  occurred  in 
the  departments,  and,  it  is  presumed,  will  occur  here- 
after, with  officers  the  most  attentive.  The  notoriety, 
however,  which  attended  these  arrangements  with  the 
banks,  it  is  presumed,  will  satisfy  the  Committee, 
that  there  was  neither  a  wish  or  intention  to  withhold 
from  Congress  the  fact  of  such  depositee,  and  the 
reason  upon  whidi  the  measure  was  founded. 

The  papers  which  are  herewith  transmitted  support 
the  views  presented  in  this  letter.   I  remain,  dec 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

The  Hon.  Jobf  W.  Campbbll, 


*  This  is  proven  by  the  fact  that  the  banks  of  Illinois, 
of  Madison,  and  of  Columbus,  have  fulfilled  their  en- 
gagements with  fidelity,  and  still  continue  to  fulfil 
them ;  and  that  the  Bank  of  ChilUcothe  faithfully  ful- 
filled its  engagements,  as  long  as  they  existed. 


Exiraei  of  a  U»er  of  September  14,  1819,  U  iMf 
don  ChevcB,  Eeq.,  Premdent  of  the  Umiiei  Sita 
Bank. 

It  has  been  my  constant  endeaTor,  for  mort  tb: 
twelve  months  past,  to  prevent,  as  far  as  praciKtbi<,k. 
collision  between  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sum  ui 
the  State  Banks,  as  far  at  least  as  that  collisian  m^ 
be  connected  with  the  transactions  of  this  Dcptrtsni 
It  is  not  my  intention,  therefore,  to  give  dn&  a^r. 
the  Sute  banks  for  public  money  without  prrrMby 
arranging  with  them  the  mode  of  payment 

Acting  upon  the  same  principle,  I  have  eadnvm. 
in  the  courM  of  the  present  year,  to  make  vn^e 
menu  with  Sute  banks  in  the  Western  8tti&p 
which  they  should  become  the  depoaitoiies  of  the  ^- 
lic  money  collected  in  that  section  of  the  Uaioo.  : 
considered  the  depositee  there,  positively  injuiKii 
the  hanHs,  for  the  following  reasons,  viz : 

1.  That  the  offices  had  already  exUnded  tbestt- 
counts  in  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  further  than  vucs.- 
sistent  with  the  interests  of  the  hank. 

S.  That  every  dollar  deposited  in  them  en  the  (k< 
enunent's  account  that  oould  not  be  disbursed  tkt 
would  have  to  be  employed  in  disooonts,  or  net 
ferred  to  the  Bank  in  Philadelphia,  or  iu  Eiis: 
offices. 

3.  That,  owing  to  the  sUtc  of  exchange,  tni^ 
could  only  be  made  by  the  transportatioa  of  fear 
across  the  mountains. 

4.  That  owing  to  the  geographical  pootionoflfr 
tucky  and  Ohio,  the  public  expenditure  wottUku- 
tremely  limited. 

5.  That  the  transportation  of  specie  from  the  W^em 
to  the  Eastern  Butea  by  the  bank,  invaritUy  bdp 
dnced,  and  would  continue  to  produce  iniutioaiBGr 
public  mind. 

An  additional  reason  for  andeavorinf  to  sib  ^^ 
State  banks  in  that  section  of  the  Union  the  depM^ 
rias  of  public  money,  was  to  inoraass  the  nc^ 
bjr  enabling  the  public  debtors  to  pay  in  ths  sflts ' 
specie  paying  banks,  which  would  not  bs  ntiM  fj 
the  offices  of  the  banks,  and  which  c»aU  tat  ben- 
ceived  by  them  without  increaaing  that  coIliBK*b<ch 
it  was  my  deaife  to  diminish. 

The  foregoing  reasons,  which  appear«l  ta  ■•  ^^ 
obvious  as  to  need  no  elucidation,  have,  hom^u.  c*- 
caped  the  observation  of  one  of  the  diredon  (^  ^ 
office  at  Louisville,  who  has  ramonstrstsil  t^  ^ 
transfer  of  the  deposites  to  the  bianeh  btftkaT  o« 
State  of  Kentucky.  I  have  the  honor  ts  mk  *^ 
endoeed  his  letter.  If  the  views  nresented  ii  th« 
eomspond  with  those  entertained  bj  thi  Bond  it 
Directors,  it  will  afford  me  great  plsstoie  t0  nit^ 
the  deposites,  not  only  there,  but  at  Chillieothc. 

The  arrangement  which  was  attempted  at  C^o*" 
nati,  has  entirely  failed.    At  the  time  the  smog*<3 
was  made  with  the  Bank  of  Chiiliesths,  I ««  *\ 
aware  that  any  thing  was  due  from  it  to  the  \^^^ 
Stetes  Bank,  and  of  course  made  no  •tipalii>f 
relation  to  it     The  foUure  of  the  Fanaen  tf d  i^ 
chanics'  Bank  of  Cincinnati  to  comply  with  itist^ 
toking,  has  terminated  all  connexion  with  u^^ 
condition  which  was  imposed  upon  it,  in  frrar  d 
United  Stetes  Bank,  as  well  as  those  ia  ft^or  «t  s'^ 
Treasury,  have  heretofore  produced  no  •**'■ 

I  ahaU  at  all  timea  be  obliged  to  yoo  fot^^ 
munication  of  your  ideas  upon  eveiy  sahjeet  ^J*^ 
with  the  operations  of  the  bank  sod  of  i^^^^X. 
It  U,  I  think,  sufficientiy  manifoit  that  the  «>^ 
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west  of  the  moantains,  can  never  have  any  local  cir- 
culation there,  as  long  as  their  notes  are  receiTod  by 
the  GoTemmnt  in  discharge  of  duty  bonds  at  Phila- 
delphia and  other  commercial  cities. 

The  refusal  ef  the  bank  to  receive  the  notes  of  its 
offices  on  deposite,  has  not  in  any  considerable  de- 
gree relieved  it  from  the  burden  of  exchange,  between 
the  different  sections  of  the  Union.  When  it  is  con- 
lidered  that  the  whole  circulation  of  the  bank  is  now 
lees  than  four  millions  of  dollars,  it  ii  probable  that 
those  who  have  remittances  to  make,  cannot  at  all 
times  obtain  the  sums  necessaiy,  but  generally,  ex- 
change will  be  effected  by  them,  as  long  as  their  cur- 
RDcy  is  rendered  universal  through  the  Union,  by 
the  receipt  of  them  on  account  of  the  Government  in 
the  principal  commercial  cities.  If  they  should  be 
ioade  receivable  only  in  the  States  where  they  are 
iffiQed,  and  in  States  and  Territories  where  offices 
hare  not  been  established,  each  office  would  have  to  be 
eooducted  upon  commercial  principles,  and,  of  course, 
the  expense  of  it  be  borne  by  the  commercial  class. 
Tbisy  however,  is  no  evil  to  that  class  as  a  body  of 
jDeo,  as  the  expense  of  exchange  would  be  paid  and 
received  by  them.  To  travellers,  however,  ue  looal- 
ity  of  the  currency  of  the  notes  of  the  bank  would  be 
1  serious  evil,  unless  measures  should  be  adopted  by 
the  bank,  through  its  offices,  to  receive  them  from  the 
hands  of  the  brokers.  This  being  done,  the  objections 
to  the  change  ef  the  charter  under  consideration,  would 
be  Bubstantialty  removed.    I  remain,  dec. 

Extrad  of  a  Utter  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  iank,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  inreosury,  dated 
October  &,  1819. 

"  The  Board  entirely  concurs  with  you  in  the  views 
JOQ  take  ss  to  the  Government  collections  and  depos- 
itesin  the  Western  States,  which  they  believe  to  be 
calenlated  to  ease  the  moneyed  pressure  on  that  por- 
tion of  the  country,  as  well  as  to  meet  the  interests  of 
^vemmeDty  and  relieve  the  bank  from  embarrassing 
colUnons  with  loeal  banking  instttationa." 

Tbbasvbt  Dxfabtxbht,  Aug,  1,  18S0. 

To  the  Receivers  of  Public  Moneys* 

8iB :  With  a  Tiew  to  increase  and  equalize  the  fa- 
cilities of  making  payment  for  public  lands  in  the  sev- 
nal  land  districts  of  the  United  States,  I  have  deter- 
Biined  to  authorize  the  Receivers  of  Public  Moneys  to 
take,  in  addition  to  specie  and  the  bills  of  the  United 
Btates  Bank  and  its  branches,  the  notes  of  the  follow- 
ing iooorporated  banks,  viz:  those  in  the  cities  of 
Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  the 
Mercbanta'  and  Franklin  Banks  of  Alexandria,  and 
^^099  specie-paying  banks  in  the  State  in  which  the 
land  office  is  sitoated. 

This  instruction  supersedes  those  that  have  hereto- 
fore been  given  on  the  subject,  except  in  so  far  as  they 
prohibit  the  receipt  of  any  paper  oSf  any  bank  which 
*^  not  discharge  its  notes  in  specie  on  demand ;  and 
that  prohibition  must,  in  every  ease,  be  rigidly  ad- 
hered to. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  collection  of  the  notes  of 
^  banks  in  your  State,  which  may  be  received  by 
you,  you  will,  on  making  a  deposite,  give  notice  to 
each  of  those  banks  of  the  amount  of  its  notes  contained 
in  soch  depoaite ;  and  if  you  shall  be  informed  by  the 
<^>*hier  of  the  bank  in  which  you  make  your  deposites, 
that  the  notes  of  any  bank  in  your  State,  which  may 
have  been  deposited  by  you,  have  not  been  paid  on 
demand,  yott  will  dissontinue  to  receive  the  notes  of 


such  bank.  It  may  be  proper  for  you  to  take  the  first 
occaaion  to  intimate,  in  respectful  terms,  to  each  of 
those  banka,  the  consequence  that  will  result  from  a 
want  of  punctuality  in  paying  its  notes  on  presentation. 

For  the  information  of  the  purchasers  of  public 
land,  you  will  publish,  in  one  of  the  newspapers  of 
your  district,  a  list  of  the  kinds  of  money  receivable 
at  your  office ;  and  you  will  give  notice,  in  like  man- 
ner, of  any  change  which  may  occasionally  take  place. 

I  remain,  with  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

SUNDRY  BILLS,  &c. 

Mr.  Pldmer,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  reported  a  bill  respecting 
piracy. 

[Tne  object  of  this  bill  is  to  extend  to  the  dis- 
trict courts  of  the  United  States,  where  there  are 
no  circuit  courts,  the  jurisdiction  and  authority  as 
is  given  to  the  circuit  courts  under  the  act  of 
Congress,  passed  in  the  year  1820.] 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time  this  day. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report,  accompa- 
nied by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Brintnell  Robbins ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  Naval  Committee^  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  King; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  was  on  its  passage  to 
a  third  reading,  when  a  conversation  on  the  merits 
of  the  petitioner  to  relief  took  place,  in  which  Mr. 
CoGKE  and  Mr.  Buchanan  opposed  the  bill,  and 
Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Wright,  and  Mr.  Fuller,  su|>- 
ported  it.  [The  principle  of  this  bill  is  to  remit 
the  interest  on  a  sum  oi  money  held  by  Mr.  King, 
and  claimed  by  him  for  compensation  for  time 
during  which,  after  the  destruction  of  the  navy 
yard  at  Washington,  the  salary  he  enjoyed  in  that 
yard  was  withheld  from  him,  for  the  principal 
and  interest  of  which  judgment  has  been  ren- 
dered against  him.]  After  an  earnest  debate  of 
half  an  hour,  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  with  an 
avowed  intention  to  put  the  bill  to  sleep,  moved 
to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table ;  which  motion  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Whipple,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Li- 
brary^ to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  for  re- 
printing the  Journab  of  the  Old  Congress,  re- 
ported It  with  an  amendment,  requiring  the  same 
to  be  done  "  by  contract."  The  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  and,  thus  amended,  the  resolution  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  it 
was 

Besotted,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Hoase  be  directed 
to  prepare  and  lay  before  the  House,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  session,  a  digested  index  of  all  the 
information  other  than  that  of  a  private  nature,  which 
has  been  communicated  to  the  House,  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  Uie  United  States,  the  respective  heada  of  De- 
partments, and  the  Postmaster  General,  since  the 
commencement  of  the  Fifteenth  Congress ;  arranging 
the  same  under  distinct  heads^  desigiiated  by  the  name 
of  the  oS&ce  or  department  from  which  it  originated, 
and  referring  to  the  number  of  the  volume  and  page 
of  the  print^  documente. 


1119 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1120 


H.  OF  R. 


PMic  BuUdinffs. 


FebeuaiT}  I^ 


In  support  of  this  motion,  Mr.  A.  made  some 
observations,  showing  the  thing  proposed  to  be  a 
measure  almost  indispensable  to  the  dae  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  the  members  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  print  a  very  voluminous 
document  received  at  this  session,  giving  a  minute 
detail  of  every  thin^  connected  with  the  arms  and 
ordnance  of  the  United  States.  This  information 
he  considered  of  great  importance,  and  wished  it 
to  be  printed^  so  as  to  be  laid  before  Congress  at 
the  next  session. 

Mr.  Mattocks  and  Mr.  Sterling,  of  New 
York,  opposed  the  printing.  The  former  gentle- 
man stated  the  pnntinff  of  the  document  would 
cost  five  thousand  dollars;  and  Mr.  Sterling 
contended  that  the  information  contained  in  it 
was  not  important. 

Mr.  Cocke  and  Mr.  Walworth  replied  to  both 
the  gentlemen,  maintaining  that  the  information 
was  of  great  importance  to  the  nation,  and  useless 
in  its  present  shape ;  and  Mr.  C.  said  he  should 
consider  five  thousand  dollars,  thus  laid  out,  much 
more  usefully  expended  than  on  any  object  for 
which  money  had  been  expended  during  this  ses- 
sion, and  much  more  useful  than  so  much  expend- 
ed on  the  fortifications,  which  gentlemen  seemed 
to  think  of  so  great  importance. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke  was  n^atived. 

Mr.  Metcalfe  made  a  successful  motion  to 
take  up  a  report  in  the  case  of  certain  Florida 
Indians. 

The  report  being  before  the  House,  and  the 
question  being  to  concur  in  the  resolution  ap- 
pended to  the  report — 

Mr.  Metcalfe  moved  to  amend  the  resolution, 
so  as  to  make  it  a  joint  resolution.  This  motion 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolution,  as  amended,  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  readinc;  to-morrow,  substanti- 
ally in  the  following  woros : 

Raolvedf  4^.,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  authorized  and  requested  to  commence  a 
lystem  of  operations  for  the  gradual  and  ultimate  ame- 
lioration of  the  condition  of  the  Indians  in  Florida, 
allowing  him  to  exercise  and  pursue  his  own  judgment 
as  to  the  manner  or  mode  of  doing  it,  and  communi- 
cate to  this  House,  as  soon  as  may  be,  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session,  the  progress  and  result 
of  his  proceedings  therein. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Cushman,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings^  to  whom  was 
referred  the  resolution  instructing  them  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  fixing,  by  law,  the  compensation  of 
the  architect,  the  master  carver,  the  master  of  the 
stone  work,  and  of  the  clerk  and  manager  of  the  pub- 
lic buildings  in  the  City  of  Washington,  have  had  the 
same  under  consideration,  and  respectfully  submit  the 
following  report : 

That  it  appears,  from  the  documents  inspected,  the 
architect  of  the  Capitol  accepted  the  trust,  with  the 
understanding  that  he  was  to  receive  for  his  services 
a  compensation  of  $2,600  annually,  and  that  the  stip- 
ulation, though  it  may  want  some  of  the  formalities, 


has  nevertheless  been  pronounced  valid  in  law,  bj  tt 
highest  law  officer  under  the  (Sovemment. 

It  appears,  also,  in  reasoning,  and  in  fact,  imp^ 
and  unwise  to  deny  to  any  class  of  pubTic  serTi&ift.a 
any  vocation,  adequate  compensations  for  tbic  ud 
faithful  services ;  nor  can  it  be  considered  bet  n 
hardship,  bordering  on  injustice,  and  not  to  be  »eBi^ 
nanced,  to  take  from  those  artificers,  whose  ikS  ud 
industry  have  been  long,  assiduously,  and  beoefiaih 
employed  for  the  public,  and  whose  ingeositj  isd 
labors  are  unremittingly  required,  any  part  of  tkfr 
or  wages  which,  heretofore,  they  have  beea  seen- 
tomed  to  receive. 

It  further  appears,  that,  from  the  corameniecflieBts 
the  public  buildings  in  the  City  of  Washkiftni^  tb 
Commissioner  of  these  buildings  is  the  officer  whs  \b 
the  power  of  appointing,  under  the  Presidcat  of  ^ 
United  States,  such  artists  and  snperintendenti  u  oe 
work  may  require,  and  of  agreeing  with  them  for  isd 
compensation  as  their  talents  andeervioeseotttietaa 
to  receive. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  no  injorj  e» 
convenience  has  resulted,  or  is  likely  to  rcsslt,  fraa 
the  practice,  and  therefore  respectfoUy  offer  tb<  ^ 
lowing  resolution :  That  they  be  discharged  fna  ^ 
further  conaideration  of  the  subject. 

The  report  not  being  approved  by  Mr.  Coco, 
he  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  that  time  fiu|^ 
be  given  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  opinioo  cf  ik 
Attorney  General. 

JURISDICTION  OP  JUSTICBS,  D.  C 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideraoe  :^ 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  foe  ex- 
tending the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  tbepoceii 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  first  amendment  was  that  which  i^  ioeli^ 
ed  in  the  following  words : 

Promdtd,  aiao^  That,  in  no  eaae  aiisfig  omiff  ^ 
act,  whether  before  a  joatice  of  the  peace  or  spaa  >>& 
appeal,  shall  any  person  be  arrested  upon  ncvp^ 
cess,  or  upon  execution  against  the  body  tfifl  M' 
ment,  where  the  amount  does  not  exceed  tbc  ta  ^ 
twenty  dollars,  exclusive  of  costs :  Andproditkf^ 
ther.  That  no  female,  in  any  case  whaterer.  »^^ 
male  above  the  age  of  seventy  years,  shall  be  raUtt^ 
be  arrested  or  imprisoned  for  any  debt  aotboiis^  ^ 
be  sued  for  and  recovered  by  this  act. 

Mr.  Neale  was  of  opinion  that  the  priocipl^^ 
this  amendment  was  of  too  much  imporUGCC  *'^ 
be  properly  discussed  at  this  late  hour  of  tb«^ 
sion,  and  therefore  thought  it  better  to  i^»P^ 
to  it 

Mr.  J.  T.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  morefl^ 
amend  this  amendment,  by  adding  thereto  ^ 
following,  which  he  presumed  would  mi^^ 
amendment  more  acceptable  to  the  House: 

And  provided,  further,  That,  in  all  cases  iritfl 
under  this  act,  whether  before  a  jnettce  of  the  pet^ 
or  upon  appeal,  where  the  amount  in  eontioveisj  ^ 
not  exceed  the  sum  of  twenty  doUaia,  ezdw^^ 
coats,  the  defendant  shall  be  cited  to  appear  tod  ts- 
swer  the  complaint  of  the  plaxntilTby  sammosc;  tf^ 
upon  failure  .to  appear  after  being  twice  aummoe*-' 
trial  shall  be  had,  as  In  other  eases. 

This  amendment,  as  well  as  the  origintL  ^ 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Malijirt  and  Tatlos,  i^'* 
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ing  they  would  defeat  the  bill,  by  introducing  into 
it  a  aew  principle,  and  were  supported  with  zeal 
bjr  Mr  Johnson. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Johnson,  as  well  as  the 
aooeodment  of  the  Senate,  were  negatived  by  lar|;e 
majorities;  and  the  other  ameadments  made  in 
the  Senate  were  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  until  six  o'clock  P.  M. 

Evtnmg  Segsum. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbesidbnt  of  the  United  Statb8  : 

f«  ^  Haute  of  R^rumtoHvet  : 

Id  eompliuice  with  a  leiolaticm  of  the  House  of 
ReprewBtatiTes,  of  the  S4th  of  Jannary,  requesting 
tite  i^esidaat  to  oommiuiicate  to  the  House  the  num- 
ber of  persons,  and  the  smoont  doe  from  each,  whose 
GODpeustion  has  been  withheld  or  suspended,  in  pnr- 
niAce  of  the  law  prohibiting  payments  to  persons  in 
arrears  to  the  United  States;  whether  the  amount 
vilbheld  has  been  applied  in  all  cases  to  the  eztln- 
fnishmect  of  their  debts  to  the  GoTsmment ;  whether 
the  said  laws  have  been  enforced  in  all  cases  against 
Ncorities  who  are  liable  for  the  payment  of  any  ar- 
retrs  due ;  whether  any  disbursing  officer,  within  the 
bovrledge  of  the  President,  has  given  conclusive  evi- 
toca  of  lus  insohency,  and  if  so,  whether  he  is  still 
KUined  in  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  I  trans- 
ait  to  the  House  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Tieasary,  with  the  documents  mentioned  therein. 

The  report  has  been  confined  to  the  operations  of 
t^  law.  Respecting  the  ctreumstances  of  indtvido- 
lis,  in  their  tiansaetions  without  the  sphere  of  their 
public  dnties,  I  have  no  means  of  information,  other 
than  those  which  are  common  to  all. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WiSBiaeiov,  February  98,  1823. 

The  Message  wss  laid  on  the  table. 

fiogioBMd  bilk,  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
in  act  making  apprppriatioDs  for  the  pablic  bund- 
le; An  act  providing  for  the  examination  of 
^  titles  to  land  in  that  part  of  the  State  of  Lou- 
^iana  situate  between  the  Rio  Hondo  and  the 
hhm  river ;  wer«  severally  read  the  third  time, 
in4  passed. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  outitkd  "An  act  to 
eguiate  the  eommercial  inlerooiiiise  between  the 
fluted  Statea  and  certain  British  colonial  ports," 
^  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
iat  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
ct  to  establish  n  national  armory  on  the  West- 
on waters ;"  alao,  "An  act  to  enable  the  holders 
^French,  British,  and  Spanish  titles  to  landt: 
'ithin  the  State  of  Louisiana,  which  have  not 
^Q  recognised  as  valid  by  the  Government  of 
te  United  States,  to  institute  proceedings  to  try 
^  Taliditv  thereof^  and  for  otner  purposes ;"  in 
bicb  said  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
oose. 

The  House  resolved  Itself  into  a  Committee  of 
e  Whole  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  Post  Office 
epartment ;  and,  fifter  some  time  spent  therein, 
e  Committee  rose,  and  reported  progress,  and 
i  bill  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 
The  Hoose  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
e  Whole  on  the  bill  to  disoontinue  certain  poet 

17th  Com.  2d  Sess 36 


roads,  and  to  establish  others.  The  bill  was  re- 
ported with  sundry  amendments;  and  then  the 
House  adjourned. 


Tbdrsday,  February  27. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
enable  the  holders  of  French,  British,  and  Span- 
ish titles  to  lands  within  the  States  or  Louisiana, 
which  have  not  been  recognised  as  valid  bjr  the 
Gk>vernment  of  the  United  States,  to  instituiie 
proceedings  to  try  the  validity  thireof,  and  for 
other  purposes ;"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  CocK£  submitted  a  joint  resolution  to  dir 
rect  the  withholding  of  the  compensation  of  cer- 
tain prize  agents;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time 
this  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  it  was  resolved  that 
there  be  allowed  and  paid^  by  the  Clerk,  to  Alfred 
Cooper,  for  his  services  m  the  House  and  in  the 
folding-room,  and  for  waiting  and  attendance  on 
the  members,  during  the  present  session,  the  sum 
of  fifty  dollars. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  recorder  of  land  titles  in  the 
State  of  Missouri  to  examine  into  the  number 
and  state  of  the  unconfirmed  French  and  Span- 
ish land  claims,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  to 
report  the  same  to  the  Congress  at  their  next  ses- 
sion ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  building  of  lighthouses,  lisht- vessels,  and  bea- 
cons, therem  mentioned,  and  Tor  other  purposes ;" 
in  which  they  ask  the  conenrrence  of  this  House. 
The  bills  were  severally  read  twice,  and  referred, 
the  former  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands, 
the  latter  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  PI.UHBB,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  which  was  reeonunicted  the  bill  supple- 
mentary to  an  act  for  the  better  organization  of 
the  courts  of  the  United  States  within  the  State 
of  New  York,  reported  the  same  with  an  amend- 
ment, and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in  and 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Walworth,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
James  Morrison,"  reported  the  same  with  an 
amendment;  and  the  bill  and  amendment  were 
recommitted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd,  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  place  in  the  hands  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  disposal  of  the 
public  lots,  ^c,  in  the  city  of  Washington  ;  and 
the  bill  was  taken  up  in  the  House. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Floyd  to  show 
the  abstract  expediency  of  the  change  proposed 
by  the  bill,  without  reference  to  persons,  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  JoBN  Speed  Smith  made  an  unsuccessful 
attempt  to  procure  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Hodgdon. 

Mr.  Wriqbt,  after  some  remarks,  made  a  sim- 
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ilar  motion  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  from  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  W.  N.  Earle, 
with  the  view  of  getting  it  up  in  the  House. 

Mr.  CocKB  opposed  the  motion  on  principle, 
deeming  the  practice  loose  and  improper  of  taking 
the  consideration  of  subjects  from  Committees 
of  the  Whole,  considering  them  out  of  their  turn, 
and  hurrying  them  through,  without  the  usual 
examination. 

Mr.  Wright  replied  very  earnestly  to  show  the 
hardship  of  the  case  of  Mr.  Earle;  the  necessity 
of  acting  on  ft,  dbc,  and  cited  the  case  just  moved 
by  Mr.  Flotd^  and  favorably  received,  to  prove 
that  the  practice  was  common,  and  that  there 
ouffht  to  be  no  unjust  exceptions,  dbc. 

Mr.  Taylor  called  for  the  question  of  consid- 
eration of  the  motion,  (on  which  there  can  be  no 
debate,)  and  the  House  refused  to  consider  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Wright. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '*An  act  to 
establish  a  national  armory  on  the  Western  wa- 
ters," was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  upon  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
enable  the  holders  of  French,  British,  and  Span- 
ish titles  to  lands  within  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
which  have  not  been  recognised  as  valid  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  to  institute 
proceedings  to  try  the  validity  thereof,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend 
an  act  for  the  establisnment  of  a  Territorial  govern- 
ment in  Florida "  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed,  and  the  title  was  amended  by  adding  thereto, 
and  for  other  purpoaee. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  the  first  part  of  their 
first  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitlea  "An  act  to 
extend  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace, 
in  the  recovery  of  debts,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  insist  on  the  latter  part  of  said  amend- 
ment; and  they  have  passed  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  the  acts  to  provide  for  cer- 
tain persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  service 
of  the  United  States  in  the  Revolutionary  war," 
with  amendments,  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House.  * 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmittine 
statements  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Qeneral 
Land  Office,  in  relation  to  the  operations  of  the 
several  land  oflices,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  the  2d  March,  1821,  for  the  relief  of  pur- 
chasers of  the  public  lands  prior  to  the  1st  July, 
1820;  rendered  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  29th  December 
last ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  theHouse  another 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv,  trans- 
mitting reports  from  the  incor|)orated  banks  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  showing  the  state  of 
their  affairs  on  the  31st  December,  1822. 

An  engrossed  resolution,  entitlea  a  ^*  Resolution 


to  direct  the  withholding  of  the  compcBaikt 
certain  prize  agents,'*  was  read  the  thin)  dms.2M 
passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  ihsir  hi 
.greement  to  the  latter  part  of  the  first  siziauliss 
of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "Ad  set  k  a- 
tend  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  pace,  u 
the  recovery  of  debts,  in  the  District  of  CoIbs^" 
Whereupon,  the  House  receded  from  tk«r  dsa 
greement  to  the  said  latter  part  of  theamadas 
aforesaid. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  1 1^ 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmittifig  a  ss^ 
mentary  return  of  the  digest  of  the  aceoaotsof  i' 
manufacturing  establishments,  and  their  nufici' 
tures ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lit  on  it- 
table. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  aatk 
ize  and  empower  the  Secretary  of  the  D^" 
ment  of  the  Treasury  to  sell  the  public  lot5  lU 
other  property  belonsioe  to  the  United  Sa% 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  was  read  the  :t^ 
time,  and  passed. 

Bills  -from  the  Senate,  of  the  followis^  t^<^ 
to  wit:  1.  "An  act  to  authorize  the  bQiidi:>i;' 
lighthouses,  light-vessels,  and  beacons,  tk.c; 
mentioned,  and  for  other  purposes;"  2.  "i£^' 
to  authorize  the  recorder  oi  land  titles  in  ikS^i;- 
of  Missouri  to  examine  into  the  number  w^f^- 
of  the  unconfirmed  French  and  Spaoi^  i<fi^ 
claims  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  to  ifycr  ^ 
same  to  Congress  at  their  nest  session"— v««^*^ 
the  first  and  second  time,  and  referred— tbe  h 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  tbe  ser:a 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  ComiDittevJ 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  ¥Qstaa-<r 
General  to  pay  for  certain  repairs  to  tbe  Ga«- 
Post  OfiQce,  and  to  keep  the  engine-house  tki" 
engine,  and  apparatus,  in  repair.  Thei^^ 
reported  without  amendment,  and  onM  ^  ^ 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to-dtf. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Cofflffl^Q^^ 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union;  ao4^ 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  ntu^ 
reported  the  bill  to  authorize  tbe  laying  oi\  iK. 
opening  certain  public  roads  in  the  TeiTi«T^ 
Florida ;  and  the  bill  amending  and  sopp^^^ 
tary  to  the  act  for  ascertaining  claims  td  ^ 
to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  to  pf&^ 
for  the  survey  and  disposal  of  the  puUie  ht&^ 
Florida ;  with  amendments  to  each ;  whtd  ^ 
amendments  were  severally  concurred  in  ^  '^ 
House;  and  the  said  bills  were  ordered  tobf  ^ 
grossed  and  severally  read  a  third  time  to-dar. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pa£^^^ 
OF  THE  United  States,  which  was  read;  k-- 
as  follows : 

7b  the  House  ofRepreeentaHvesofthe  ImUdS^s 
I  transmit  to  the  House  of  ReproseDtatiT€«,  inf 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  made  in  pamaAce  dsfi 
reaolation  of  th«  Slat  of  January  lait,  reqntstss,' t-"*^ 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  Co  be  tr^ 
and  laid  before  that  Hoasa,  a  Digeit,  showiaf  ^ 
changea  in  the  commereial  refulatiooa  of  Uir  &Se^^ 
foreign  oountriet  with  which  iha  VaM  SiMta  fes*! 
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Dtercoarae,  as  shall  have  been  adopted,  and  come  to 
Jie  knowledge  of  the  Executive,  sabnequently  to  the 
orznation  of  the  digest  communicated  to  the  Senate 
*D  the  7th  December,  1818. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WASHiireToir,  Feb.  27,  1823. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter 
rom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
undry  statements  in  relation  to  the  operations  of 
be  Mint  of  the  United  States,  during  the  year 
822 ;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
ible. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
be  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  establish  an  additional 
iDd  office  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan  ;  which 
ras  reported  with  amendments ;  which  were  con- 
arred  in  by  the  Hoa^e,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be 
Dgrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

POST  ROUTES  AND  POST  OFFICES. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
)  discontinue  certain  post  routes  and  to  esitab- 
sh  others ;  and  the  said  hill  being  further  amend- 
e  in  the  House — 

Mr.  Baylies  moved  to  add  thereto  the  following : 

"  And  that  the  postmaster  at  Taunton,  in  Massa- 
ittsetts,  ahall  be  allowed  twenty-five  dollars,  quar- 
iriy,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  office  at  that  place,  in 
Edition  to  what  is  now  allowed  him  by  law. 

The  question  to  agree  to  this  amendment  was 
ecided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Van  Wtgk  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
lird  section  of  the  bill;  which  motion  was  de- 
ided  in  the  negative;  and— 

Mr.  Baylies  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  add- 
(g  thereto  the  following  section  : 

*'Sic.4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Poet- 
laster  General  be  aathorixed,  and  he  is  hereby  author* 
«d,  to  cause  the  mails  to  be  conveyed  in  ateamboata, 
( sQcli  rates,  and  over  such  waters,  and  in  such  man- 
er,  and  at  such  seasons  of  the  year,  as  he  may  deem 
Kpedient  ibr  the  public  good." 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amend- 
leot,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
Mr.  Francis  Johnson  moved  to  add  to  the  bill 
le  fallowing  section : 

**  Sic.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  post- 
aster  at  Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  shall  be  allowed 
^7  dollars,  quarterly,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  office 
that  place,  in  addition  to  what  is  now  allowed  him 

r  law.^* 

This  amendment  was  also  disagreed  to  by  the 
loose. 

Mr.  Van  Wtck  then  moved  to  add  to  the  third 
tction  of  the  bill  the  following : 

*'  And  that  the  postmaster  in  the  town  of  Fishkill, 
Qchesf  county,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  be  allowed 
renty-five  dollars  a  quarter,  oat  of  the  proceeds  of 
at  office,  in  addition  to  what  is  now  allowed  by  law." 

The  question  being  taken  to  agree  to  this  amend- 
ent,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 
Mr.  Whipple  moved  to  add  to  the  bill  the  fol- 
fving  section,  viz : 

'*  Sac.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  all 
where  the  emoluments  of  any  postmaster  shall 


not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  and  the 
Postmaster  General  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  ser- 
vices performed  jaatly  entitle  such  postmaster  to  fur- 
ther allowance,  he  shall  grant  such  farther  allowance 
as  he  shall  deem  just." 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amend- 
ment, it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Montgomery  moved  to  add  to  the  bill  the 
folloyving  section,  viz : 

**  Sac.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  aum 
of  fifty  dollars  per  annum  be  paid  to  the  postmaster  at 
the  Haale  Patch,  in  Knox  county,  Kentucky,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  allowance  heretofore  made  by  law.'' 

This  amendment  was  also  disagreed  to ;  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  to-day. 

SUPPRESSION  OF  DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  who  committed  the 
act  of  suppressing  certain  passages  of  documents 
transmitted  to  the  House,  made  a  report  in  rela- 
tion thereto,  recommending  that  the  committee 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  inquiry  committed  to  it ;  which  report  and 
resolution  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  committee,  instituted  under  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Represents  tires  of  the  6th  instant,  ask 
leave  to  report,  in  part  : 

Thus  far,  the  attention  of  the  committee  has  been 
chiefly  directed  to  the  performance  of  the  duties  re- 
quired of  them  by  the  first  member  of  the  resolution. 
As  the  investigation  was  undertaken  without  any  san- 
guine expectations  of  being  able  to  designate  the  per- 
aon  who  caused  the  suppression  of  the  paragraph  in 
the  letter  A  6,  they  feci  but  little  disappointed  in  not 
having  made  the  discovery. 

The  committee  requested  the  appearance  of  every 
person  who,  it  was  supposed,  could  make  any  disclo- 
sure, tending  in  the  least  degree  to  the  accompliah- 
ment  of  the  object  for  which  they  were  appomted. 
The  attendance  of  the  witnesses  was  prompt,  and  all 
the  depositions  were  made  under  the  solemnities  of  an 
oath.  That  the  testimony  might  be  as  explicit  and  in- 
telligible as  possible,  interro^atoriea,  deemed  the  most 
pertinent,  were  propounded  to  the  witnesses,  and  the 
responses  reduced  to  writing,  in  the  language  in  which 
they  were  given. 

The  committee  submit  the  following  as  the  substance 
of  the  testimony  which  has  been  collected,  in  addition 
to  that  already  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Cook,  the  member  from  the  State  of  lUinoia, 
deposes,  that  the  documenu  of  which  letter  A  6  is  one, 
were  in  his  possession  two  or  three  days;  that  he  be- 
lieves no  person,  daring  that  period,  had  access  to 
them  in  his  absence ;  that  Mr.  Edwards,  a  Senator  from 
the  State  of  Illinois,  inspected  them  in  his  presence ; 
but  whether  the  inspection  extended  to  letter  A  6  he 
is  unable  to  say ;  that  he  is  impressed  with  the  belief 
that  Mr.  Van  Swearingen,  late  a  RepresenUtive  from 
Virginia,  was  present ;  but  thinks  he  did  not  examine 
the  documents.  Mr.  Cook  states  it  to  be  his  impree- 
aion  that  he  read  letter  A  5,  before  the  documents  were 
printed ;  that  be  has  no  recollection  of  seeing  the  brack- 
ets, cross,  and  underscoring,  at  that  time,  nor  does  he 
yet  know  by  whom,  when,  or  where,  they  were  made; 
that  he  did  not  know,  until  the  pendency  of  the  former 
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invMiigationt  that  tlM  practice,  in  the  office  of  the  In- 
telligencer, was  to  omit  printing  thoae  paragraphs 
which  are  included  in  brackets,  and  crossed ;  that  the 
documents  wore  in  his  drawer,  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, about  a  day  before  be  moved  to  have  them 
printed;  and  that  he  very  rarely  kept  the  drawer 
locked.     See  A  E. 

Mr.  Edwards,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Illinois, 
deposes  that,  some  time  last  Winter,  the  manuscript 
documents,  of  which  A  5  is  one,  were,  at  his  request, 
brought  to  his  room  by  Mr.  Cook ;  that  he  inspected 
those  minutely  which  had  a  relation  to  the  bank  at 
Edwardsville ;  that,  having  no  motive  to  examine  the 
correspondence  between  the  Treasury  Department  and 
the  Bank  of  Steubenville,  he  did  not  see  letter  A  5, 
nor  did  he  ever  see  it  until  it  was  shown  to  him  by 
the  committee ;  that  he  knows  not  by  whom,  or  when, 
the  marks  it  now  bears  were  made ;  that,  some  time 
last  Winter,  Mr.  Cook  intimated  to  him  that  there  were 
such  ezpressiena  ia  the  docnments  as  are  contained  in 
die  suppreaacd  paragraph.    See  B. 

Mr.  Dickins,  a  derk  in  the  Treasary  Department, 
deposes,  that  he  had  no  intercourse  with  the  printers, 
for  the  purpose  of  seeingt  or  in  any  wise  altering  the 
documents,  during  their  publication.    See  C. 

It  having  been  intimated  that  the  undaraeoring  was 
made  with  ink  diflerent  from  that  need  in  the  Clerk's 
office,  the  committee  requested  the  attendance  of  Mr. 
S.  Burdi,  chief  clerk  in  the  Houae  of  Representatives. 
He  states  that  age  increases  the  darknees  of  the  ink 
used  in  the  office,  whilst  that  which  is  furnished  Con- 
gress, having  been  in  use  some  time,  fades,  and  as- 
sumes a  rusty  sppaarance,  such  as  is  exhibited  in  the 
underscoring  of  the  suppressed  paragraph.  He  states, 
that  the  underscoring  is,  in  bis  opinion,  made  with  ink 
of  a  character  unlike  that  with  which  the  body  of  the 
letter  is  written.    See  D. 

William  R.  Dickinson,  Esq.,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Dick- 
ins,  of  the  10th  instant,  states,  that  he  had  examined 
the  letter-book  which  contains  A  6,  and  also  conversed 
with  the  clerk  of  the  bank  on  the  subject,  and  that  both 
are  of  opinion  that  no  part  of  the  letter  was  underscored 
or  marked,  when  it  left  the  bank. 

The  committee  cannot  conclude  this  report  without 
an  expression  of  their  conviction,  founded  as  well  on  the 
character  of  the  transaction  to  which  the  auppressed 
paragraph  refns,  as  the  circaimstanoes  under  which  it 
has  been  communicated  to  the  House,  dMt  there  does 
not  exist  the  semblance  of  a  reason  for  charging  upon 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  any  agency  in  its  sup- 
pression, or  for  connecting  htm  in  any  way  with  the 
mutilation  of  this  document  The  transftv  from  the 
Bank  of  Chillicothe  to  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  and 
thence  to  the  Bank  of  Steubenville,  of  the  sum  of 
eighteen  thousand  dollars,  which  was  held  by  the  for- 
mer institution  as  a  special  deposite,  was  an  ordinary 
hanking  operation,  weakening  in  no  degree  the  secu- 
rity of  the  Government,  and  which  has  eventuated  in 
no  loss  to  the  Treasury.  There  could  have  existed, 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  therefore,  no  mo- 
tive for  this  suppression.  He  had  no  end  to  attain,  no 
purpose  to  subserve,  by  the  practice  upon  the  House 
of  a  frauo,  alike  insulting  to  its  dignity,  and  discredit- 
able to  the  agent  who  should  hazard  its  perpstration. 
The  circumstance  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  responding  to  the  call  of  the  House,  communicated 
the  original  letter,  of  which  the  suppressed  paragraph 
is  a  part,  is  decisive,  in  the  judgment  af  the  commit- 
tee, to  negative  the  idea,  if  ever  indulged,  that  there 


could  have  been  entertained  by  that  hifli  ofieer  w^ 
intention  to  keep  out  of  view  any  part  ef  ito  coateia 
particulariy  as  it  is  usual,  in  answer  ta  caiU  boa  ibi 
House,  to  communicate  the  copies  of  doca8Mnti,nuiB 
than  the  original,  which  has  been  tranuaitted  ia  tb 
case. 

The  committee,  after  a  careful  ezaiDuuUoiiafils 
pencil  brackets  and  marks  upon  (A  5}  and  a  date 
comparison  of  them  with  the  marks  upoo  other  ieon 
communicated  to  the  House,  acknowledged  ^  M?. 
Dickins  to  have  been  made  by  him,  are  anatilettiisa 
any  opinion  of  the  probable  authorship  of  thisre^in- 
sion.  There  is  nothing  in  the  maits  thettidveiii 
indicate  it,  nor  in  the  correepoodeacs  sf  tdc  mrb 
>  upon  the  one  letter  with  those  upon  any  stkcr,  to  ^ 
that  they  are  the  work  of  the  same  hand.  In  nhtsa 
to  the  underscoring  of  part  of  the  auppresMd  ptrtfo^ 
of  (A  6)  the  committee  have  taken  sons  Miav 
which  they  beg  leave  to  submit  to  ths  House,  wiu  ^ 
remark  that  neither  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Bard.:? 
any  other  testimony  they  have  obtained,  will,  in  '■^^ 
apprehension,  justify  the  opinion  that  any  mcabri: 
C5migre8s  made  the  underecoring  or  the  bnckstsi  ^ 
induced  the  printera  not  to  publish  the  psnp^ 
The  letter  of  Mr.  William  R.  Dickinson  to  Mr.  Dvia 
although  not  atrictly  before  the  oommittse,  u  e*vkts, 
they  have  thought  it  not  improper  to  brio(  totbe^ 
of. the  House. 

"An  expectation  that  any  further  eflbrts  lo  detKt'.bt 
person  who  caused  the  suppression  of  the  ptnfnfi 
in  letter  (A  5}  most  prove  as  unavailing  mtk^ii- 
ready  made,  induces  the  coaunittee  to  sskwki**! 
charged  from  the  further  consideration  of  to  asd  o^I 
the  resolation  aa  relates  to  that  subjsct 

The  Examination  of  the  Hon.  D.  P.  Ccek^taka^ 
Monday,  the  \iUh  ofFebmary,  18SS,  vHdff  9tA. 

Question  1.  Can  you  say,  at  this  time,  how  loo;!^ 
were  in  possession  of  the  documents,  of  wbkh  (A « 
is  ooet 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  precisely  how  losf  ^ 
impression  is,  I  brought  them  to  the  HmwiM^ 
Saturday  or  Monday  lUler  they  were  pnmntti^^ 
House. 

2.  At  whose  house  did  you  board  last  osmmb- 

Answer.  I  boarded  at  Mrs.  Beyer's  at  the  tiaelw 
possession  of  the  documeata.  ^ 

8.  Were  the  docuaents  above  alluded  te,  ivf^ 
by  any  person  but  yourself,  while  they  wcie  in  f^ 
possession  ?     If  they  were,  by  whom ! 

Answer.  They  were.  They  were  iaipoetidtf 
(Governor  Edwards;  but  to  what  extent,  I^^ 
know. 

4.  Do  you  know  whether  he  inspected  docss^ 
A6! 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  he  did. 

5.  Were  the  documents,  or  any  of  them,  in 
sion  of  any  other  person  than  yooiself,  sAer  tl»5 
withdrawn  by  yon  from  the  Clerk's  offies,  ind 
their  return  thereto  1     If  yea,  in  whose  yasfiiifl 
they  t 

Answer.  I  think  they  were  in  the  ^otoemi  a 
person,  except  when  I  was  present;  if  thcj 
have  no  recollection  of  it.    And  the  enlj  ptf^^ 
whose  posseraion  they  were,  when  I  wsf  preMot 
Governor  Edwards.    My  impression  Is,  that  Tb 
Van  Sweariogen,  a  member  from  Viigioiit  ^'^ 
ont;  but  I  do  not  think  he  examined  the  f»f^ 
understood,  from  Governor  Edwards,  at  th»t  um 
some  communication  had  been  made  tohm,^ 
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Van  SweariDfeo,  which  indttced  him  to  wish  to  see 
Aepapen;  wbidi  wm  fome  coDTerestioD  held,  either 
tcCween  Mr.  Sweeringen  and  the  Secietary  of  the 
Treasorj,  or  bettveen  the  Secretary  and  eome  other 
penon,  of  which  he  had  been  informed ;  and  which,  I 
indentood,  related  to  <he  bank  at  Bdwardfrille,  wh4»re 
GoverDor  Edwude  Uvea. 

b.  Were  the  doeamente,  or  any  of  them,  while  in 
joorpoaettioa,  read  by  yon  to  any  perion  or  pereone ; 
if  ^t,  to  whom  1 

Aoffwer.  If  they  were,  I  hafte  no  reeolloction  of  it ; 
Ifaosgh  it  is  poanble  they  may  have  been. 

6.  Wben  did  you  firit  obeerre  the  pencil  braeketa, 
mbnang  that  part  of  (A  6)  which  has  been  enp-, 
preaied  ia  the  prmting ;  and  did  you  at  that  time,  if 
not,  at  what  time,  did  yon  obeerTe  the  nndereeoring  in 
aid  roppreeeed  paragraph  ? 

AuBwer.  I  fiiat  oboenred  the  pencil  brackete  after  the 
^nenti  were  printed,  in  the  Clerk's  offioe,  at  the 
ttat  I  MBt  for  them  to  make  the  examination  alluded 
to  in  mj  ibrmer  tcathnony.  In  relation  to  the  under- 
Koriog,  I  IttTa  no  recollection  of  it,  until  aince  the 
igitatioo  of  the  lubfect  at  thii  seasion. 

7.  Do  jofA  know  by  whom  the  underscoring  in  the 
Mitl  lopprested  pamgraph  was  done,  or  caused  to  be 
done;  if  jea,  by  whom,  and  when? 

Aniwer.  I  do  not  know  when,  where,  or  by  whom 
done. 

6.  Look  at  th«  letter  (A  5)  and  the  marks  there- 
ipoo.  Bo  you  believe  it  possible  the  said  letter  oan 
be  read  without  noticing  the  said  marks  ? 

ADiwer.  My  impreesion  is,  I  read  thii  tetter  before 
tbe  printiDg  of  the  documents,  and  have  no  recoUec- 
tioD  of  having  seen  the  marks  at  that  time.  I  also 
read  a  letter  ftom  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
fowi,  which,  it  bus  been  stated,  was  marked  before  it 
wa  sent  to  the  House,  and  of  the  marks  on  which,  I 
ktve  no  reeoUection ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  possible 
t^t  (A  6)  may  haTe  been  marked,  and  I  not  have  oh- 
amcdit. 

9*  What  prudeatiai  reasons  influenced  yon  in  your 
'Ppficaaon  for  a  certified  copy  of  the  letter  (A  6]  1 

Answer.  In  eonversction  with  two  or  three  gentle- 
ifen,  the  subjjcQi  of  my  eafts  od  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe 
Tiea^Qiy  at  tbo  last  oessiott,  in  relation  to  the  bank 
depoaites,  became  a  topic  of  eosTersation.  The  subject 
•f  the  enittod  paragraph,  after  other  conversation,  was 
•ho  apoken  o£  It  was  then  suggested  to  me,  that,  as 
I  had  made  the  statement  of  the  omission,  if  any  difln 
enity  should  result  firom  it,  and  it  should  be  deemed  a 
■atter  of  any  impurtaaee  that  the  letter  might  possibly 
Iw  withdrawn  in  some  way  firom  the  fllea  of  the  Houae, 
nd  that,  in  the  event  of  aneh  an  oceurrence,  it  might 
he  Weil  for  me  \o  have  the  letter  either  ezimined  by 
«>mo  member  of  CoBgreas,  or  to  obtain  a  otrtified  copy 
<>Ht;  and  that  was  the  inducement  for  my  ebtainiog 
l^e  copy. 

10.  With  whom  was  the  conversation,  alluded  to  in 
yoor  answer  to  the  laat  intortogntoiy,  held ;  were  they 
iBcmbers  of  Congress,  or  others  1 

Anawer.  They  were  members  of  Congress — ^Mr.  Ed- 
wds,  of  Connecticut,  was  one.  I  do  not  consider 
^7Mlf  at  liberty  to  name  others  without  their  leave ; 
ud  to  which,  I  presume,  Uiey  will  not  object. 

TvKssiT,  1  o*cloek  P.  M. 

The  committee  met,  and  resumed  the  examination 
of  Daniel  P.  Cook,  a  Representative  from  Illinois, 
who,  in  continuation  of  his  answer  to  the  last  inter- 
rogatory proposed  yesterday,  says :  That,  having  con- 


sulted the  gentlemen  with  whom  I  had  the  conversa-  . 
tion  before  referred  to,  and  diey  having  no  objection 
to  the  communication  of  their  names,  I  now  state,  that 
they  were  Mr.  Ingham,  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Dd- 
wards,  of  IHinois,  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
and  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Connecticut.  Mr.  McNeill  was 
in  the  room  in  the  course  of  the  evening,  but  I  do 
not  think  present  at  this  conversation.  This  conver- 
sation took  plaee  in  the  room  of  Gorerner  Edwards, 
and  between  the  first  and  sixth  of  January  last. 

B. 

TutrasnAT,  February  13,  1823. 

Interrogatories  proposed  to  the  Hon.  Ninian  Ed* 
wards,  a  Senator  from  lUinois,  which  were  <m- 
swered  under  oath. 

Interrogatory  1.  Have  you,  at  any  time,  and  if  yea, 
at  what  time,  or  times,  seen  the  documents  now  shown 
to  you,  of  which  A  5  is  a  part,  and  which  in  printed 
documents  is  No.  66  ?  Where  did  you  see  them,  and 
how  often  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  here  of  my  own  suggestion,  but 
by  tibe  request  of  the  committee.  The  manuscript 
documents  which  include  A  6  were  brought  to  my 
room  at  my  request,  by  Mr.  Cook,  for  my  examina- 
tion; and  I  did  examine  those  parts  which  I  was  de- 
sirous to  see,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Cook  and  the 
Hon.  Thomas  Van  Swearingen,  then  a  member  of  Uie 
House  of  Representatives ;  very  soon  after  whidi  ex- 
amination, Mr.  Cook  retired  from  my  room,  and  took 
the  documents  with  him,  and  I  never  have  seen  them 
since,  until  the  present  time.  As  well  as  I  remem- 
ber, the  House  of  Representatives  directed  Mr.  Craw- 
ford's report  to  be  publiahed  without  the  documents 
and  Mr.  Cook  told  me  that  he  had  been  permitted  to 
take  the  documents  into  his  possession  for  examina- 
tion ;  upon  which  I  requested  him  to  bring  them  to 
my  room.  This  was  some  time  daring  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  and  before  the  documents  were 
printed. 

2.  What  part  of  said  documents  did  you  exauune 
particularly  1 

Answer.  I  examined  those  that  related  to  the  Bank 
of  Edwardsville,  pretty  minutely,  partially  thnae  that 
related  to  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  and  I  think  it  proba- 
ble that  I  exatttined  a  part  of  the  documents  mat  re- 
lated to  the  Tombigbee  Bank ;  I  am  under  the  im- 
pression that  I  did.  I  have  not  the  slightest  recollec- 
tion of  baring  examined  any  other  part  of  the  docu- 
ments. 

8.  Look  at  the  letter  A  6,  now  shown  to  you,  and 
the  pencil  marks  and  underscoring  thereupon.  Did 
you,  when  you  made  the  examination  of  the  docu- 
ments, see  and  read  this  letter  ?  If  yea,  did  you  dis- 
cover upon  its  face  the  marks  it  now  wears? 

Answer.  I  did  not  examine  the  documents  relating 
to  the  Bank  of  Bteubenville.    I  had  no  motive  to  lead 
I  me  to  their  examination,  and  I  did  not  see  the  letter 
marked  A  5,  nor  did  I  see  or  hear  of  any  marks  upon 
it,  or  upon  any  other  letter,  at  that  time. 

4.  Do  you  know  by  whom  said  marks  or  under- 
scoring, or  any  part  of  them,  were  made  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not.  They  were  not  made  by  me, 
nor  by  any  other  person  in  my  presence. 

5.  When  did  you  first  hear  the  marks  upon  this 
letter,  A  5,  spoken  of,  and  by  whom  1 

Answer.  I  think  I  heard  them  first  spoken  of  last 
Winter,  after  the  documents  were  printed,  by  Mr. 
Cook,  but  I  cannot  state  precisely  the  time. 
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6.  Did  Mr.  Cook  state  to  yoa  when  or  how  he  fint 
diicovered  the  markt  upon  A  6  ? 

Answer.  All  that  I  can  recollect  that  throws  any 
light  upon  that  subject  is  this :  Mr.  Cook  had  stated 
to  me  that  such  expressions,  as  are  contained  in  the 
suppressed  paragraph  of  the  letter  A  5,  were  in  the 
documents,  and,  afterwards,  upon  reading  the  printed 
documents,  and  not  being  able  to  find  these  expres- 
sions, I  reminded  him  of  his  having  told  me  that  there 
were  such  expressions  in  some  part  of  the  documents. 
I  have  always  supposed  that  that  was  his  reason  for 
examining  the  documents,  for  he  afterwards  stated 
that  the  paragraphs  Jwere  marked. 

7.  What  led  you  to  the  examination  of  the  docu- 
ments brought  to  your  room  by  Mr.  Cook,  at  your 
request 

Answer.  There  were  two  objects.  The  first  of 
which  was  that  I  heard  of  certain  suggestions,  which 
I  supposed  were  intended  to  criminate  me  in  relation 
to  tne  Bank  of  EdwardsvUle,  and  wished  to  see  what 
the  documents  contained  on  that  subject ;  and,  par- 
ticularly, one  or  more  letters,  which  I  believed  had 
been  written  to  Mr.  Crawford  in  1619.  The  other 
was  a  statement  which  I  had  seen,  or  understood  to 
be  in  Mr.  Crawford's  report,  and  which  I  thought  I 
knew  to  be  erroneous,  to  wit :  That  the  uneurrent  pa- 
per which  he  received  from  the  Bank  of  Edwards- 
ville  had  been  received  by  that  bank  before  the  date 
of  the  contract,  under  which  it  agreed  to  pay  specie. 
Because  I,  myself,  had  made  the  arrangement  with 
him  concerning  the  bank,  and  knew  that  the  first  ar- 
ticle of  the  contract,  under  which  it  became  a  deposi- 
tory of  public  money,  was,  that  the  deposite  should 
be  entered  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  as  ca^h.  I 
did  not  examine  the  documents  with  reference  to  any 
other  objects. 

8.  Were  you  at  any  time  a  director  in  the  Ed- 
wardsvilie  Bank  ?  Did  you  resign  your  seat  as  such 
director  1  If  yea,  at  what  time !  And  was  it  or  was 
it  not  because  you  believed  that  the  circumstances  of 
•aid  bank  were  impaired,  and  that  it  would  be  com- 
pelled to  stop  ?     When  did  said  bank  stop  ? . 

Answer.  I  was  a  director  of  the  Bank  of  Edwards- 
ville.  II  was  organized  about  the  time  I  left  Edwarda* 
ville,  in  Ihe  Fall  of  1818,  to  Uke.  my  seat  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States.  Previous  to  that  time,  the  pub- 
lic moneys  received  at  Kaskaskia  and  Edwardsville, 
were  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  at  St  Louis, 
as  I  understood,  by  the  directions  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury ;  and  believing  that  the  money  received 
by  these  offices  would  be  equally  as  safe  in  the  Bank 
of  Edwardsville  as  in  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  in  which 
opinion  subsequent  events  have  proved  that  I  was  not 
mistaken,  I  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  have  the  money  received  by  these  offices  depoiitea 
in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  which  he  readily  agreed 
to  do*  On  my  return  to  Edwardsville,  from  Congress, 
in  1819, 1  found  that  a  great  run  was  made  upon  the 
bank,  resulting,  as  I  then  believed,  and  still  believe, 
iirom  a  formidable  combination  against  it ;  and  fearing 
that  it  might  at  some  time  or  other  fail  to  fulfil  its  en- 
gagements to  the  Grovernment,  I  determined  to  sustain 
it  against  the  run  that  was  then  made  upon  it,  to  get  it, 
if  possible,  out  of  the  reach  of  danger ;  and  then  to  free 
myself  from  all  responsibility  with  regard  to  it.  Ac- 
cordingly, some  time  in  the  year  1819, 1  made  a  publi- 
cation in  the  St  Louis  Enquirer,  Edwardsville  Spec- 
tator, and  I  think  one  other  paper,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  give  public  notice,  and  to  apprize  the  Secretary 


of  the  Treasury  of  my  intention  to  withditw  froo  t^ 
bank,  and  my  determination  to  relieve  myielffmiij 
responsibility  in  regard  to  it ;  leaving  the  Sacniif;  i» 
judge  for  himself,  from  the  retoms  he  reqoind  it  to 
make,  of  the  propriety  of  continuing  it  a  dipontarj  of 

Cblic  money ;  and,  althoogh  I  believed  thtltkSL 
uis  Enquirer  was  sent  to  him,  I  endossdhiaipi- 
Eer  containing  my  publication  ;  and  that  kc  night 
ave  as  perfect  a  control  of  the  sulgect  ss  podk,! 
prevailed  upon  Colonel  Benjamin  St^Jmao,  tkt 
receiver,  and  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  Zinvit' 
ville,  who  apprehended  that  ill  conseqacBea  vo«U 
result  from  my  withdrawing  firom  it  to  write  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  upon  the  subjed,  ud  a- 
close  him  one  of  my  publications;  and  I  adfked  kn. 
in  the  meantime,  to  withhold  all  farther  depQat(s,d 
he  could  receive  the  orders  of  the  Secretiiy;  udl 
belicTe  he  did  so,  though  I  do  not  positively  bov  t 
I  saw  him  write  the  letter  and  enclose  the  pobiiotiK, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  the  Secretary  received  it  Cji> 
nel  Stephenson  afterwards  informed  me  tlut  be  hii 
received  a  letter  from  the  Seo^tary,  direction  his  n 
continue  the  depositee  in  the  bank ;  and  I  was  bk^ 
surprised  at  not  seeing  this  correspondence  in  thert- 
port,  as  well  as  one  or  more  letters,  which,  I  coofido:- 
ly  believe,  were  written  to  the  Seoetary  of  the  Ti» 
sury  in  1819,  for  Uie  purpose  of  apprizing  him  ef  ik 
situation  of  the  bank  at  that  time,  and  indodiii  hs 
to  forbear  to  draw  upon  it  until  it  could  rdiere  m^' 
from  the  pressure  it  was  then  encountering.  IV 
bank  continued  to  pay  specie  notwithitaodiu  i^ 
pressure,  and  in  the  Fall  of  that  year,  I  expect  w 
in  as  good  situation  as  any  bank  in  which  die  p^ 
money  was  then  deposited. 

According  to  the  pledge  which  I  gave  in  dt  pelu- 
cation,  I  resigned  my  seat  as  a  director,  sod  tboeib 
I  was  once  elected  to  the  same  station  noce  ttat 
time,  I  refused  to  accept  it  nor  have  I  had  any  tJuir 
to  do  with  the  management  of  the  bank  since  tbe  Ftl 
of  the  year  1819;  and  that  I  might  not  bs  ti^e« 
to  the  suspicion  of  having  been  influenced  br  iatB- 
ested  motives,  in  consequence  of  a  hundred  ibw 
which  I  held  in  the  bank,  I  have  never  borrov^*^ 
cent  from  it,  though  I  paid  tbe  instahneoli  Rftf" 
of  me  upon  my  shares,  in  good  money.  I  pHsa* 
the  documents  will  show  when  the  bank  i^pHi  ^ 
think  it  was  in  1881,  in  the  latter  partof  tbeSomnff. 
or  the  first  of  the  Fall ;  it  continued,  after  tbit.  to  '- 
deem  its  notes  under  ten  dollars. 

Question.  Can  yon  furnish  to  this  eommiltse  a  cec? 
of  the  publication  vefeired  to  in  your  answer  tot^ 
last  interrogatory  1 

Answer.  I  cannot  furnish  such  a  copy,  ^^^ 
that  Mr.  Crawford  could ;  and  presume  thst  Om, 
Benton  recoUedsiu  I  think  it  snbetantialiycofluii^ 
in  what  I  have  atated,  in  pretty  express  tsnni. 

TuzsnAT  MouHHo,  Febrnaiy  19< 

Bir.  Diekms  examinei' 

Interrogatory.  Were  you  at  the  office  of  the  Intt-- 
gencer  at  any  time  during  the  prioting  of  the  do^^* 
ments,  of  which  (A  6)  is  a  part  ?  If  yet.  fcr  wJ' 
purpose  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  (hat  I  was  at  the  office^ 
the  Intelligencer  during  that  time,  nor  do  I  kaovt;' 
long  the  documents  were  in  possession  of  the  ^ot^ 
I  never  saw  the  documents  whilst  in  their  P<i**^^ 
nor  expressed  to  them  any  wish,  in  relaxioo  v  ^ 
documents. 
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Mr.  Bureh  examined. 

Interrogatory  1.  Look  at  the  nndericoring  apon  the 
Impressed  paragraph  of  (A  5;)  ii  there  any  thing  in 
e  ink  with  which  said  underiooring  haa  been  made, 
bich  can  lead  you  to  pass  any  opinion  upon  the  char- 
ter of  the  mark  Y 

Answer.  The  underacoring  upon  the  said  letter  is, 
my  opinion,  in  a  different  ink  from  that  with  which 
e  body  of  the  letter  ia  written.  It  is  not  the  ink  of 
e  Clerk's  Office  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes ;  it 
not  so  black,  but  approaches  nearer  the  color  of 
at  famished  members  during  the  l^st  session  of 
sngresB. 

2.  Is  there  any  thing  peculiar  in  the  character  of 
e  ink  furnished  membery  of  Congress  which  can 
table  you  to  identify  it  t 

Answer.  The  ink,  after  being  used  for  some  time, 
lumed  a  rusty  color,  such  as  is  exhibited  by  the  un- 
TBCoring  upon  the  letter  (A  5;)  instead  of  growing 
Bck,  as  it  grows  older,  it  fades  and  rusts. 

E. 
Mr.  Cook  re'examined  on  the  22<2  February. 
Question  1.  At  what  time  did  you  first  become  ac- 
lainted  with  the  practice,  in  the  office  of  the  Intelli- 
sDcer,  of  omitting  to  prbit  those  parts  of  documents 
arked  with  crosses,  and  included  in  brackets  1 
Answer.  I  never  heard  of  such  a  practice  until  I 
eard  it  stated  to  the  other  committee  of  ioTestigation 
f  the  printera. 

Qaeation  2.  How  long,  after  the  documents  were 
itutncd  by  you  to  the  House,  was  it  before  you 
koved  that  they  ahould  be  printed  1 
Aniwer.  I  think  it  was  not  more  than  two  or  three 
ayi,  but  I  cannot  amy  exactly  how  long  it  was. 
Qaestion  3.  Do  yon  think  it  was  not  on  the  same 
lyl 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  not.  It  appears  to  me  the 
ocuments  lay  in  my  drawer,  in  the  House  of  Repre« 
entatiTcs,  at  least  one  day  before  I  made  the  motion, 
od  probably  longer. 

Qaestion  4.  Were  you  in  the  habit  of  locking  your 
rawer] 

Answer.  No,  I  was  not,  except  on  some  oecasiona, 
'hen  the  Houae  adjourned  from  Friday,  or  Saturday, 
intii  Monday  \  and  not  always  then. 

r. 

Bahk  or  Stsvbshtills,  Feb,  10, 1823. 

DiAi  8im:  I  have  just  received  youn  of  the  89th 
tltimo,  calling  my  attention  to  a  paragraph  in  my  let- 
«r  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Traasury  of  the  Sd  of  April, 
819,  which  paragraph  was  omitted  by  the  printer,  on 
k  call  of  the  House  of  Representativea. 

I  have  examined  the  book  containing  the  copy  of 
hat  letter,  and  have  converaed  with  the  clerk  of  the 
ttDk  on  the  subject.  We*  are  both  aatisfied  that  no 
N^rt  was  underscored  or  marked  in  any  way  when  it 
«ft  the  bank.  How  or  by  whom  it  was  thus  marked, 
)r  for  what  purpose,  I  am  totally  ignorant. 

Surely  there  was  no  just  reason  for  suppressing 
Aat  paragraph ;  the  circumstance  to  which  it  referred 
leing  really  trifling  in  itself,  although,  in  the  warmth 
)t  the  moment,  I  gave  an  importance  to  it  which  this 
anfortunate  suppression  is  calculated  to  magnify.  The 
iebt  of  eighteen  thousand  dollars,  transferred  from  the 
Branch  at  ChilUcolhe  to  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  (where 
ae  whole  amount  of  the  special  deposite  was  ordered 


to  be  placed,)  and  thence  to  this  bank,  was  faithfully 
paid,  with  interest.  If  it  had  remained  at  either  of 
those  places,  it  would  have  been  as  faithfully  paid.  It 
was  the  property  of  the  Government,  and  ite  character 
was  not  changed  by  this  transfer. 

I  am,  very  truly,  dec. 

W.  R.  DICKINSON. 

A.  DicKiKS,  Esq. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  from  the  committee  to  which 
were  referred  the  memorial  of  several  bankiDg 
institutions  and  insurance  companies  in  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,  and  a  memorial  of  the  Presi^ 
dent  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  prayin^^for  the  passage  of  certain  laws  in 
relation  to  the  JBank,  and  for  certain  alterations  in 
their  charter,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was 
read  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table.  The  re- 
port is  as  follows : 

The  committee  report  that  the  memorials  claim  the 
interposition  of  Congress  in  four  particulars. 

1.  To  change  that  part  of  the  charter  which  pro- 
vides that  no  director,  except  the  president,  shall  be 
eligible  for  more  than  three  years  in  four. 

3.  To  provide,  by  law,  for  the  punishment  of  per- 
sons who  may  be  convicted  of  practising  fraud  on  the 
bank. 

S.  To  authorize  the  board  to  appoint  one  or  more 
persons  to  sign  notes  of  the  smaller  denominations  at 
the  parent  bank. 

4.  To  pass  a  law  by  which  the  notes  of  the  bank 
sbair  only  be  receivable,  in  payments  to  the  United 
States,  at  the  bank  or  branch  where  they  are  made 
payable. 

As  to  the  firat,  there  are  many  inconveniences  which 
ariae  from  the  abort  duration  which  is  allowed  to  a  di- 
rectorahip ;  but  the  committee  are  not  inclined  at  pre- 
sent to  make  the  change  prayed  for. 

As  to  the  second,  the  committee  report  in  favor  of 
it,  to  the  fullest  extent  prayed  for,  and  think  that  sal- 
utary penal  laws  ought  immediately  to  be  paaaed  on 
the  eobjeet. 

As  to  the  third,  the  eomuiittee  think  it  is  reasona- 
ble, and  that  it  ought  to  be  granted.  The  aknoat 
eonalant  manual  labor  of  aigning  notea  must  too  much 
ezhanot.the  two  principal  offioera  of  the  bank,  and,  in 
a  greater  or  leas  degree,  disqualify  them  from  a  due 
application  of  their  minda  to  the  extenaive,  critical, 
and  important  concerna  of  the  bank. 

As  to  the  fourth,  the  committee  are  obliged  to  go 
into  some  detail  upon  it  If  the  arrangement  prayed 
for  would  be  beneficial  to  the  bank,  and  not  injnrioui 
to  the  Government,  nor  to  local  banks,  nor  to  the 
community  at  large,  il  ought  to  be  granted;  but 
more  especially  ought  it  to  be  granted,  if  it  will  not 
only  be  beneficial  to  the  bank,  but  productive  of  pub* 
lie  good. 

Under  the  14th  section  of  the  act  incorporating  the 
bank,  the  bills  or  notes  of  the  bank,  originally  made 
payable,  or  which  shall  have  become  payable  on  de- 
mand, are  made  receivable  in  all  jiayments  to  the 
United  States,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  act  of 
Congreas. 

It  will  bo  observed,  in  the  first  instance,  that  no  al- 
teration of  the  charter  in  relation  to  this  provision  le 
prayed  for.  It  will  also  be  observed,  that  the  act  in- 
corporating the  bank  did  not  consider  this  arrange- 
ment as  unalterable ;  it  was  to  undergo  the  test  of 
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time  and  experience.  On  the  one  hand,  Gongreas  re- 
served the  power  to  change  thie  proTiaion  whenever 
the  public  good  ahoald  require  it ;  and,  on  the  other, 
the  stockholders  had  every  reason  to  expect  that,  if 
this  provision  should  distress  the  bank,  Congress 
would  remove  it,  if  by  doing  so  no  disadvantage  would 
«ccrOe  to  the  Government.  The  question  now,  after 
a  fair  and  full  experiment  on  the  aubjeet,  is,  whether 
this  provision  is  judicious  or  otherwiae  1  and  we  can 
•only  arrive  at  the  truth  of  this  inquiry  by  comparing 
the  consequences  of  this  provision  with  that  atate  of 
things  which  will  most  probably  exist  if  it  should  be 
removed. 

The  bank  is  to  place  the  funds  of  the  Government 
at  any  given  point :  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  bank,  as 
far  as  possible,  to  preserve  a  aound  currency  in  the 
oonntry.  The  bank  is  not  bound  to  pay  its  notes  pre- 
aented  by  the  Government,  except  where  the  notes 
are  payable ;  but,  as  it  Is  bound  to  transfer  the  ftinda, 
little  time  only  could  be  gained  by  refusing  to  pay 
them  wherever  received,  and  that  refusal,  perhaps, 
would  be  attended  with  inconvenience  to  the  Govern- 
ment; and,  accordingly,  the  bank  pays  the  notes 
wherever  received,  without  reference  to  the  placet 
where  they  are  payable*  The  result  is,  at  times,  em- 
barrassing to  the  bank* 

The  practical  eflbct  of  the  provision  under  consider- 
ation will  be  more  clearly  perceived  by  attending  to 
the  usual  oovrse  of  business,  and  to  the  state  of  ex- 
change. The  exchanges  between  the  Weat  and  At- 
lantic have  always  been  against  the  former.  The  ex- 
obanges  between  the  Noitii  and  the  South  are,  for  one 
portion  of  the  year,  against  the  latter,  and  for  another 
in  its  favor.  When  the  exchanges  are  unfavorable  to 
the  South  and  West,  the  notes  of  the  Southern  and 
Waetem  branches  are  taken  to  the  North  to  pay  the 
balance  of  debt;  they  are  equal  to  cash,  without  the 
expense  of  tranafer,  as  they  are  receivable  in  payment 
of  duties  to  the  Government*  To  give  the  best  view 
of  this  part  of  the  subject,  the  comniiltee  will  incorpo- 
rate a  part  of  the  report  of  the  cmnmittee  of  the  bank, 
prasenled  to  Congress  in  the  aeaalon  of  189(K 

Speaking  of  the  branch  notes,  it  says :  **  they  ate 
e^al  to  cash,  or  rary  nearly  so,  in  all  the  principal 
dliaa  north  of  the  Potomac.  They  are  ao  because  they 
era  ssceivable  in  payoMnt  of  duties  to  the  Oc^em- 
ment ;  the  portion  of  whieh  payable  to  the  north  of 
tlM  Potomac,  in  any  quavter  of  the  fiscal  year  of  1810, 
Was,  taking  that  year  as  an  oxanple,  nearly  as  much 
as  the  whole  circulation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
9lates  at  the  same  time,  and  of  course  kept  up  a 
Moidy  demand  for  the  notes  of  the  Bovthem  and 
Woatern  braadiea.  The  union  of  tbta  demand  with 
the  course  of  exchanges  draws  the  whole  of  the  notes 
^the  Western  offices  to  the  ^lantie,  and,  at  particu- 
Ur  seaaons  of  the  year,  the  greater  part  of  the  notes  of 
Ike  Southern  offices  to  the  North.  The  revenue  col- 
lected to  the  South  being  comparatively  small,  there 
oaa  never  be  any  maUrial  reflux  of  their  notes,  be- 
oame  they  will  be  absoihed  by  the  Northern  demand 
before  the  exchanges  turn,  and  the  balance  of  pay- 
aents  being  always  against  the  West,  there  is  never 
Miy  towards  that  quarter.  We  will  now  proceed  to 
enumerate  some  of  the  evils  resulting  from  the  receipt 
of  the  notes  of  the  bank  and  its  branches  in  this  man- 
Mr,  and  under  these  circumstances : 

**  1st.  It  greatly  deranges  and  distresses  the  money 
market,  both  of  the  places  where  the  notes  are  re- 
ceived, and  where  they  are  payable.    The  bank  at  Phil- 


adelphia,  and  the  offices  at  New  York  and  BostaD.§e 
not  receive  less  than  between  five  and  six  milUosi  c^ 
the  notes  of  the  offices  south  and  west  of  them  in  thi 
short  period  of  fourteen  months,  exdusits  of  t^  c^b 
of  the  office  at  Washington.  These  points  were  om^ 
to  pay  the  Government  the  amount  of  thesi  aola. 
and  in  vain  sought  for  speedy  reimbursement  Croa  w 
offices  where  they  were  payable.  The  state  of  tiic  a* 
changes  which  caused  this  flux  of  their  notes,  ocdij 
an  inability  to  reimburse  the  offices  which  had  iMevti 
them  until  the  exchanges  turned.  The  offies  meiv 
ing  them,  were,  of  necessity,  obliged  te  curtail  dba 
business  suddenly,  to  provide  the  naeans  of  paying  tka 
Accordingly,  the  curtailments  at  Philadelphia,  Xc* 
York,  and  Boston,  within  the  same  period,  aaonM 
to  upwards  of  four  and  a  half  milliona  of  doUaa,  la! 
exhausted  almost  the  whole  of  the  capital  pUctd  a 
these  points.  The  capital  of  New  York  and  Baiyc 
united  was,  at  aome  periods,  less  than  nothing.  Wk 
distress  and  embarrassment  must  have  been  caase^if 
the»e  circumstancea,  will  easily  be  conceived  bj  i\m 
who  have  reflected  on  the  nature  and  eflecu  of  lu 
sudden  withdrawal  of  a  large  portion  .of  the  v^ 
capital  of  a  trading  community. 

**  The  evil  aaflered  in  the  oonmunity  whet  i2£ 
notea  were  thus  received  and  paid,  was  not  all  Tbt 
officers  whose  notea  were  thoa  receivad  and  psid  wm 
neceasarily  called  upon  to  provide  the  msaaa  of  n- 
imbuiaemont,  and  eoitsilmente  to  a  cunespBsaiig 
amount  were  ordered  in  thorn,  and  like  dastit«  i^ 
embarrassment  produced  in  the  comramitica  vine 
they  were  located.  I>oubie  the  amount  of  tbtvib 
thiu  circulated  was  in  this  way  withdrawn  fronwa 
provide  for  their  payment.  The  aggreg^ts  carui- 
ments  in  the  fourteen  months  before  ^aded  to  (ftaa 
1st  September,  1818,  to  1st  Novambor,  1SI9)  vei 
upwarda  of  ten  and  a  half  milliona  of  doUan,  ud  sb 
confidently  believed  it  would  not  have  boon  Dacaarf 
to  havo  redueod  the  diaooonta  of  the  bank  a  aor^ 
cent  hut  fo«r  this  cause.  Whan  tbeaa  rsdecMB 
commenoed,  the  dieeounts  were  very  modcnit  ^ 
the  capital  of  the  bank.  They  did  not  ummt  f» 
$43,000,000. 

*  *  Nor  is  the  extent  of  the  diatreaa  and  cmbarnffiA 
meaaured  by  the  immediate  offiMste  of  tho  redactiH  ^ 
the  diaoounls  of  the  bank  and  ita  brancbaa.  Thtm  m 
ductions,  in  their  operation,  throw  haak  apon  tha  ^ 
banks  a  portion  of  their  circulation,  and  redoee  tktf 
deposites,  and  they  also  are  obliged  to  curtail  their  bas- 
nem,  and  add  to  the  general  mnaa  of  Jbli'uai 

<<The  UBoeitain  liability  of  the  bank  and  in  braai^ 
08,  an  each  ia  in  a  certain  degree  liahls  to  paj  t^ 
notes  of  all  the  real,  and  the  perpetoal  altmatisa  tf  (ke 
capital  of  each,  by  paying  tbo  notea  of  the  odMn.  t^ 
having  ita  notee  paid  1^  tbem,  paia  it  beyoad  it 
power  of  ealcniation  to  aotomiine  tbo  extent  of  ^ 
nom  which  can  be  aafely  done,  and  kaeaa  the  bsak  » 
vacillate  between  the  batarde  of  mabneos,  sad  lb 
flmitleea  reanlts  of  a  torpid  pmdeneo :  to-4ay,  a  bnad 
shall  have  a  million  of  capital,  and  in  thrm  awalbt 
may  be  without  a  cent. 

*'Sd.  It  diminishes  and  derangea  the  cnneacf^ 
the  whole  country.  The  bank  was  under  the  m^ 
sity,  to  protect  itself  from  danger,  and  to  avoid  chat 
ing  itself  to  an  unlimited  amount  with  the  coat  otV 
verse  exchanges,  to  forbid  the  offices,  with  whidi  ^ 
exchanges  were  unfovorabte,  to  tmue  their  notes.  ^ 
however,  imued  its  own  ootee,  and  the  offices  $f^' 
which  the  exchanges  did  not  run,  issued  their  B^n 
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vest  of  the  moontaini,  can  never  have  any  local  cir* 
nUtion  there,  as  long  as  their  notes  are  received  by 
;be  Govemmnt  in  discharge  of  duty  bonds  at  Phila- 
lelphia  and  other  commercial  cities. 

The  refusal  ef  the  bank  to  receive  the  notes  of  its 
)ffice8  on  deposite,  has  not  in  any  considerable  de- 
^ne  relieved  it  from  the  burden  of  exchange,  between 
the  different  sections  of  the  Union.  When  it  is  con- 
iidered  that  the  whole  circulation  of  the  bank  is  now 
lest  than  four  millions  of  dollars,  it  is  probable  that 
ibose  who  have  rOnittances  to  make,  cannot  at  all 
dmefl  obtain  the  sums  nccessaiy,  but  generally,  ez- 
cfasDge  will  be  efiected  by  them,  as  long  as  their  cur- 
renqr  is  rendered  universal  through  the  Union,  by 
the  receipt  of  them  on  account  of  the  Government  in 
the  principal  commercial  cities.  If  they  should  be 
Dade  receivable  only  in  the  States  where  they  are 
ittoed,  and  in  States  and  Territories  where  offices 
hiTe  not  been  established,  each  office  would  have  to  be 
conducted  upon  commercial  principles,  and,  of  courae, 
the  expense  of  it  be  borne  by  the  commercial  class. 
This,  however,  is  no  evil  to  that  class  as  a  body  of 
Den,  as  the  expense  of  exchange  would  be  paid  and 
receifed  by  them.  To  travellers,  however,  tne  local- 
ity of  the  currency  of  the  notes  of  the  bank  would  be 
a  lerioua  evil,  unless  measures  should  be  adopted  by 
the  bank,  through  its  offices,  to  receive  them  from  the 
hands  of  the  brokers.  This  being  done,  the  objections 
to  the  change  of  the  charter  under  consideration,  would 
he  labstantialiy  removed.    I  remain,  &c. 

Bxtraet  of  a  Utierfrom  the  President  of  the  United 
Stata  itmk^tothe  Secretary  of  the  TWnsury,  dated 
October  by  1819. 

"  The  Board  entirely  concurs  with  you  in  the  views 
yoQ  take  as  to  the  Government  collections  snd  depos- 
itea  in  the  Western  States,  which  they  believe  to  be 
cilcQlated  to  ease  the  moneyed  pressure  on  that  por- 
tion of  the  country,  as  well  as  to  meet  the  intere»u  of 
GoTernmenty  and  relieve  the  bank  from  embarrassing 
eolUaioiis  with  local  banking  institutions." 

Tbbasvbt  Dxfabtxxht,  Aug.  1,  1890. 

7b  the  Reedffere  of  Public  Moneye* 

Sib  :  With  a  view  to  increase  and  equalise  the  fa- 
cilities of  making  payment  for  public  lands  in  the  sev- 
ttal  land  districts  of  the  United  States,  I  have  deter- 
mined to  authorize  the  Receivers  of  Public  Moneys  to 
^c,  in  addition  to  specie  and  the  bills  of  the  United 
^tes  Bank  and  its  branches,  the  notes  of  the  follow- 
ing incorporated  hanks,  viz:  those  in  the  cities  of 
Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  the 
Iterchanta'  and  Franklin  Banks  of  Alexandria,  and 
|^<M  ipecie-paying  banka  in  the  State  in  which  the 
lind  office  ia  situated. 

I'his  instruction  auperaedes  those  that  have  hereto- 
fore been  given  on  the  subject,  except  in  so  frr  as  they 
prohibit  the  receipt  of  any  paper  ctf  any  bank  which 
does  not  discharge  its  notes  in  specie  on  demand ;  and 
|hat  prohibition  must,  in  every  ease,  be  rigidly  ad- 
hered to. 

In  order  to  faciliUte  the  coilectien  of  the  notes  of 
^  hanks  in  your  Statet  which  may  be  received  by 
you,  you  will,  on  making  a  deposite,  give  notice  to 
fich  of  those  banks  of  the  amount  of  its  notes  contained 
iQ  snch  deposite ;  and  if  you  ahall  be  informed  by  the 
<^hier  of  the  bank  in  which  you  make  jour  depositee, 
tbai  the  notes  of  any  bank  in  your  State,  which  may 
Y'^  ^en  deposited  by  you»  have  not  been  paid  on 
<ieQiand,  you  will  dissontinue  to  receive  the  notes  of 


such  bank.  It  may  be  proper  for  you  to  t^e  the  firat 
occaaion  to  intimate,  in  respectful  terms,  to  each  of 
those  hanks,  the  consequence  that  will  result  from  a 
want  of  punctuality  in  paying  ita  notes  on  presentation. 

For  the  information  of  the  purchasers  of  public 
land,  you  will  publish,  in  one  of  the  newspapers  of 
your  district,  a  liat  of  the  kinds  of  money  receivable 
at  your  office ;  and  you  will  give  notice,  in  like  man- 
ner, of  any  change  which  may  occasionally  take  place. 

I  remain,  with  respect,  your  moat  obedient  servant. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

SUNDRY  BILLS,  dec. 

Mr.  Plumer,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  reported  a  bill  respecting 
piracy. 

[Tne  object  of  this  bill  is  to  extend  to  the  dis- 
trict courts  of  the  United  States,  where  there  are 
no  circuit  courts,  the  jurisdiction  and  authority  as 
is  given  to  the  circuit  courts  under  the  act  of 
Congress,  passed  in  the  year  1820.] 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time  this  day. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report,  accompa- 
nied by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Brintnell  Bobbins ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  Naval  Committee^  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benj[amin  King; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  was  on  its  passage  to 
a  third  reading,  when  a  conversation  on  the  merits 
of  the  petitioner  to  relief  took  place,  in  which  Mr. 
Cocke  and  Mr.  Buchanan  opposed  the  bill,  and 
Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Wright,  and  Mr.  Fuller,  su|>- 
ported  it.  [The  principle  of  this  bill  is  to  remit 
the  interest  on  a  sum  ol  money  held  by  Mr.  King, 
and  claimed  by  him  for  compensation  for  time 
during  which,  after  the  destruction  of  the  navy 
yard  at  Washington,  the  salary  be  enjoyed  in  that 
yard  was  withheld  from  him,  for  the  principal 
and  interest  of  which  judgment  has  fa«en  ren- 
dered against  him.]  After  an  earnest  debate  of 
hsdf  an  hoar,  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  with  an 
avowed  intention  to  put  the  bill  to  sleep,  moved 
to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table ;  which  motion  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Whipple,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Li- 
brary^ to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  for  re- 
printing the  Journab  of  the  Old  Congress,  re- 
ported It  with  an  amendipent,  requiring  the  same 
to  be  done  "  by  contract.''  The  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  and,  thos  amended,  the  resolution  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  it 
was 

Reeohedt  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  directed 
to  prepare  and  lay  before  the  House,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  sesaion,  a  digested  index  of  all  the 
information  other  than  that  of  a  private  nature,  which 
has  been  communicated  to  the  Houae,  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  the  reapective  heada  of  De- 
partmenta,  and  the  Postmaater  General,  aince  the 
commencement  of  the  Fifteenth  Congreaa ;  arranging 
the  aame  under  distinct  heads^  deaignated  by  the  name 
of  the  office  or  department  from  which  it  originated, 
and  referring  to  tJie  number  of  the  volume  and  page 
of  the  print^  documents. 
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the  different  banking  institutions  in  particuiar,  and  to 
the  community  in  general. 

'*  The  offices  would  then  issue  their  notes  on  pre- 
cisely the  same  principles,  and  in  the  same  propor- 
tions, as  the  State  banks ;  and  their  business  would 
be  conducted,  according  to  their  several  capitals,  on 
terms  of  perfect  reciprocity,  the  rates  of  exchange 
would  then  become  more  uniform  and  moderate,  by 
an  increase  of  competitors  in  regular  exchange  opera- 
tions. The  different  moneyed  institutions,  and  the 
community,  would  be  relieved  from  the  exactions 
which  they  occasionally  feel,  and  of  which  they  are 
always  apprehensive.  Good  will  would  exist  towards 
an  institution  very  capable  of  even  now  affording 
great  advantages  to  the  Government ;  and  harmony 
would  be  restored  between  it  and  every  part  of  the 
community." 

The  regulation,  as  it  now  exists,  operates  as  a  prac- 
tical prohibition  to  issue  any  notes  in'  the  Western 
States,  and  to  a  like  prohibition  to  issue  them  to  the 
South,  during  six  months  in  the  year ;  while  the  col- 
lection of  the  revenue,  and  the  convenience  of  the  peo- 
ple, in  these  quarters  of  the  Union,  require  them  to  be 
issued  continually. 

To  simplify  the  case,  let  any  given  district  be  se- 
lected, where  there  is  no  sound  cnrreDcy»  and  where 
no  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  can,  at 
present,  be  issued,  for  the  reasons  already  given. 

If  the  notes,  when  issued,  could  only  be  receivable 
at  the  office  issuing  them,  their  circulation  would  be 
limited.  The  office,  for  its  own  benefit,  must  do  busi- 
ness ;  the  notes  of  solvent  individuals  would  be  dis- 
counted, and  a  sound  paper  would  be  put  in  circula- 
tion, which  could  not  leave  the  boundary  which  prac- 
tice would  prescribe  for  it  The  holders  of  branch 
notes  could  demand  silver  whenever  wanted  for  trans- 
portation, and  the  expense  of  this  transfer,  as  in  the 
ordinary  cases  of  trade,  would  soon  bring  business  to 
a  safe  and  proper  level ;  and  some  sound  standard 
among  the  local  banks  would  follow  as  a  necessary 
consequence. 

The  same  reasoning  would,  in  part,  apply  to  places 
where  exchanges  fluctuate.  At  present,  the  branch 
notes  are  often  unnaturally  taken  from  the  places  at 
which  they  are  wanted,  and  carried  to  places  where 
they  are  not  wanted. 

If  the  desired  arrangement  was  effected,  the  bank 
would  be  enabled  to  put  into  circulation  a  much  larger 
quantity  of  sound  paper  than  at  present ;  by  which 
Uie  hank,  and  the  Government,  being  the  owner  of 
one-fifth  of  the  stock,  would  be  greatly  benefited ;  and 
from  its  operation,  it  is  believed  that  the  community 
at  large  would  enjoy  real  advantages. 

What  substantial  reason  can  be  given  for  an  adher- 
ence to  this  provision  of  the  law  1 

In  what  manner  does  it  produce  any  public  good  ? 

Its  operation  on  exchange  is  ineffectusJ. 

In  reference  to  any  two  given  places,  when  the  bal- 
ance of  trade  is  against  the  one,  gold  and  silver  there 
will  be  of  less  value  than  at  the  other,  by  the  expense 
of  transportation ;  and  the  exchange  will  always  be 
about  equal  to  this  expense.  The  nature  of  trade  will 
keep  this  balance  alternating,  and  it  may  be,  gener- 
ally, against  one  place  in  a  certain  direction,  while,  at 
the  same  time,  it  is  in  its  favor  in  another  direction ; 
but  the  design  of  making  paper  circulation  for  the 
purpose  of  exchange  better  than  the  specie  it  rep- 
resents, appears  te  be  in  a  great  degree  fallacious. 
The  bank  can  never  equalize  exchange ;  the  expense 


of  exchange  must  be  borne  by  the  debton,  in  ibe 
debtor  part  of  the  country,  and  every  atteoipt  to  t.M 
a  diffisrent  direction  to  it  will  be  baffled.  It  U  &ka 
to  the  inflexible  laws  of  trade,  and  cannot  be  retlsei 

Indeed,  if  the  branch  notes  can  be  drawn  dinciT 
from  the  office,  ihey  will,  of  course,  be  free  of  the  ofo. 
expense  of  exchange ;  but  this  rarely  happens ;  tbt 
real  debtor,  who  uses  them  as  exchange,  bas  gese.** 
ally  to  pay  to  the  money  dealers  a  premiBm  H^ 
than  a  just  premium  on  exchange  in  iu  acemiaeid 
form. 

The  Southern  institutions,  and  the  most  respecbUi 
citizens  in  Charleston,  who  are  materially  iDtensai 
and  who  have  witnessed  the  effect  produced  in  ynt 
tice,  have  informed  us,  in  their  memorial,  thtt  is 
business  of  exchange  will  bo  improved,  and  tbf  a- 
change  itself  moderated. 

There  are  exceptions,  which,  perhaps,  it  vD  U 
proper  to  make. 

The  notes  of  the  parent  bank  may  be  reccing'  c 
any  of  the  branches. 

The  notes  of  the  office  at  Washington  might  ber^ 
ceivable  at  the  parent  bank  and  the  branches,  aoi  i' 
the  convenience  of  travellers,  the  five  dollar  )&i » 
the  bank  ought  to  be  receivable  every  where,  vii  i^ 
the  notes  of  the  bank  and  its  branches  maj  be  ^^ 
ceived  in  the  States  and  Territories  where  the  bank  ea 
no  establishment. 

As  it  is  no  part  of  the  charter,  the  law  cao  be  > 
pealed  at  the  pleasure  of  Congress,  and,  to  %ve6 1 
in  the  most  effectual  manner,  let  the  law,  for  tk  oi' 
of  an  experiment,  be  limited  to  two  years:  k  ^ 
then  require  a  re-enactment,  which  cannot  k  p- 
cured  unless  its  utility  sball  have  been  prord  ^ 
experience. 

There  are  but  few  considerations  that  are  more  ^'■ 
mentous  than  that  which  relates  to  the  curreoqrcf^' 
country ;  and  it  belongs  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uoi^ 
States,  as  far  as  possible,  to  preserve  its  soQEdai^ 
It  is  an  institution  that  is  entitled  to  a  patiec:  itl 
calm  hearing ;  its  advantages  to  the  country  hne  ^ 
great,  while  its  sufferings  are  but  too  wefl  Is^^^ 
Errors,  if  any  have  been  committed,  it  is  hoped  eipe* 
rience  will  correct;  prejudices,  if  any  cxifce^  i'^^ 
hoped  have  now  subsided,  and  that  reason  a]«e  vt- 
in  the  end,  prevail. 

The  following  resolution  is  offered : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Banket^ 
United  States  be  instructed  to  prepare  and  brifif  ^  > 
bill  agreeable  to  the  above  report. 

JOHN  P0LERBZ8KY. 

A  successful  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hu- 
RicK  to  discharge  the  Ck>mmittee  of  the  W^^ 
from  the  farther  consideration  of  the  bill  f»f^^ 
relief  of  John  Polerezsky,  a  major  in  the  ^  -^' 
Independence. 

The  bill  being  before  the  House — 

Mr.  Herrick  moved  to  fill  the  blank  v^^. 
"  twenty"  dollars,  so  as  to  allow  him  a  pensics  i 
twenty  dollars  per  month,  dbc. ;  which  mot^-' 
was  agreed  to — ^ayes  49,  noes  47.  ^ 

Mr.  Little  moved  further  to  amend  tbf^- 
by  inserting  the  name  of  "  Peter  Le  Ckx  •* 
eiffbt  dollars  per  month." 

This  motion,  after  some  conversation  haif^ 
Mr.  Herrick,  who  opposed  the  motion.  &d>^'^* 
Little,  in  support  of  it,  was  negatived. 

Mr.   Whipple,  considering  £e  priocijHe  ^' 
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^  they  would  defeat  the  bill,  by  introducing  into 
a  aew  principle,  and  were  supported  witn  zeal 
Mr  Johnson. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Jobnsom,  as  well  as  the 
oeodment  of  the  Senate,  were  negatived  by  lar|;e 
Bjorities;  and  the  other  amendments  made  in 
e  Senate  were  agreed  to. 
Adjourned  until  six  o'clock  P.  M. 

Eveninff  &»Mon. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

RESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  StATIBS  : 

}  ike  Hmue  of  Repnseniativei  .- 
Id  oomptianee  with  a  resoluticm  of  the  House  of 
epretentatives,  of  the  S4th  of  January,  requesting 
e  Pietident  to  oommmiicate  to  the  House  the  num- 
t  of  penone,  and  the  smount  dne  from  each,  whose 
ttpeowtioR  bss  been  withheld  or  suspended,  in  pur- 
iiace  of  the  lew  |irohibiting  payments  to  persons  in 
Tetn  to  llw  United  States;  whether  the  smount 
khhcid  hss  been  applied  in  sU  esses  to  the  eztln- 
lUhmect  of  their  debts  to  the  Government ;  whether 
w  said  lawi  hsve  been  enforced  in  sll  esses  sgsinst 
mrities  who  sre  liable  for  the  psyment  of  any  sr- 
mi  due ;  whether  any  disbursing  officer,  within  the 
Dowledge  of  the  President,  hss  given  conclusive  evi- 
nce of  his  insolvency,  and  if  so,  whether  he  is  still 
tUined  in  ths  service  of  the  United  States  ;  I  trans- 
kit  to  the  House  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
"insary,  with  the  documents  mentioned  therein. 
The  report  has  been  confined  to  the  operations  of 
^  law.  Respecting  the  cireumstancee  of  indtvidn- 
h,  in  their  transactions  without  the  sphere  of  their 
loUic  duties,  I  have  no  means  of  iofomation,  other 
l^in  those  which  are  couMnoo  to  all. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WisBuieTov,  Februar$f  38,  1823. 

TheMessaffe  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Eo^oBied  billa,  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
in  act  msking  appropriations  for  the  paUic  build- 
ups; Aq  act  providing  for  the  examination  of 
w  titles  to  knd  in  that  part  of  the  State  of  Lou- 
ntoa  situste  between  the  Rio  Hondo  and  the 
Sibise river;  were  severally  read  the  third  time, 
ih1  passed. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  outitkd  "An  act  to 
jgplate  the  comoiercial  iaierooiiiie  between  the 
'oited  States  and  certain  British  eolonial  ports," 
^  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
A  iDessage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
M  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
ettoettablbha  national  armory  on  the  West- 
Vvaters ;"  also,  "An  act  to  enable  the  holders 
^reQch,  British,  and  Spanish  titles  to  lands 
^ia  the  State  of  Louisiana,  which  have  not 
recognised  as  valid  by  the  Government  of 
Uoited  States,  to  institute  proceedings  to  try 
'Validity  thereof,  and  for  otner  purposes ;"  in 
Ich  said  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
pse. 

]T^HoQse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
whole  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  Post  Office 
^tmeDt ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
Committee  rose,  and  reported  progress,  and 
bill  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 
be  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
Whole  on  the  bill  to  discontinue  certain  post 
nth  Com.  2d  Sbsb.— 36 


roads,  and  to  establish  others.  The  bill  was  re- 
ported with  sundry  amendments;  and  then  the 
House  adjourned. 


Tbursday,  February  27. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
enable  the  holders  of  French,  British,  and  Span- 
ish titles  to  lands  within  the  States  or  Louisiana, 
which  have  not  been  recognised  as  valid  bjr  the 
Gk>vernment  of  the  United  States,  to  institute 
proceedings  to  try  the  validity  thireof,  and  far 
other  purposes ;"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  CoGK£  submitted  a  joint  resolution  to  dir 
rect  the  withholding  of  the  compensation  of  cer- 
tain prize  agents;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  m  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time 
this  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  it  was  resolved  that 
there  be  allowed  and  paid^  by  the  Clerk,  to  Alfred 
Cooper,  for  his  services  in  the  House  and  in  the 
folding-room,  and  for  waiting  and  attendance  on 
the  members,  during  the  present  session,  the  stun 
of  fifty  dollars. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  recorder  of  land  titles  in  the 
State  of  Missouri  to  examine  into  the  number 
and  state  of  the  unconfirmed  French  and  Span- 
ish land  claims,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  to 
report  the  same  to  the  Congress  at  their  next  ses- 
sion i"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  building  of  lighthouses,  lisht- vessels,  and  bea- 
cons, therein  mentioned,  and  Tor  other  purposes ;'' 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
The  bills  were  severally  read  twice,  and  referred, 
the  former  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands, 
the  latter  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  Pldhbb,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  which  was  recomsaitted  the  bill  supple^ 
mentary  to  an  act  for  the  better  organization  of 
the  courts  of  the  United  States  within  the  State 
of  New  York,  reported  the  same  with  an  amend- 
ment, and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in  and 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Walworth^  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
James  Morrison,"  reported  the  same  with  an 
amendment;  and  the  bill  and  amendment  were 
recommitted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Floto,  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  place  in  the  hands  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  disposal  of  the 
public  lots,  ^.,  in  the  city  of  Washington  ;  and 
the  bill  was  taken  up  in  the  House. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Floyd  to  show 
the  abstract  expediency  of  the  change  proposed 
by  the  bill,  without  reference  to  persons,  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  John  Speed  Smith  made  an  unsuccessful 
attempt  to  procure  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Hodgdon. 

Mr.  WaiQBT,  after  some  remarks,  made  a  sim- 
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ilar  motion  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  from  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  W.  N.  Earle, 
with  the  view  of  getting  it  up  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Cocke  opposed  the  motion  on  principle, 
deeming  the  practice  loose  and  improper  of  takmg 
the  consideration  of  subjects  from  Committees 
of  the  Whole,  considering  them  out  of  their  turn, 
and  hurrying  them  through,  without  the  usual 
examination. 

Mr.  Wright  replied  very  earnestly  to  show  the 
hardship  of  the  case  of  Mr.  Earle;  the  necessity 
of  acting  on  ft,  dbc,  and  cited  the  case  just  moved 
by  Mr.  FlotDj  and  favorably  received,  to  prove 
that  the  practice  was  common,  and  that  there 
ouffht  to  be  no  unjust  exceptions,  dbc. 

Mr.  Taylor  called  for  the  question  of  consid- 
eration of  the  motion,  (on  which  there  can  be  no 
debate,)  and  the  House  refused  to  consider  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Wright. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
establish  a  national  armory  on  the  Western  wa- 
ters," was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  upon  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
enable  the  holders  of  French,  British,  and  Span- 
ish titles  to  lands  within  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
which  have  not  been  recognised  as  valid  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  to  institute 
proceedings  to  try  the  validity  thereof,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend 
an  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  Territorial  govern- 
ment in  Florida  "  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed,  and  the  title  was  amended  by  adding  thereto, 
and  for  other  purpoaee. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  the  first  part  of  their 
first  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitlea  "An  act  to 
extend  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace, 
in  the  recovery  of  debts,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  insist  on  the  latter  part  of  said  amend- 
ment ;  and  they  have  passed  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  the  acts  to  provide  for  cer- 
tain persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  service 
of  the  United  States  in  the  Revolutionary  war," 
with  amendments,  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
atatements  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Greneral 
Land  OfiSce,  in  relation  to  the  operations  of  the 
several  land  ofl&ces,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  the  2d  March,  1821,  for  the  relief  of  pur- 
chasers of  the  public  lands  prior  to  the  1st  July, 
1820 ;  rendered  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  29th  December 
last ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
table.  ' 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  theHouse  another 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting reports  from  the  incorporated  ranks  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  showing  the  state  of 
their  afiaurs  on  the  31st  December.  1822. 

An  engrossed  resolution,  entitlea  a  "Resolution 


to  direct  the  withholding  of  the  compensation  oi 
certain  prize  agents,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  their  dia 
.greement  to  the  latter  piart  of  the  first  amendmeo 
of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  ei 
tend  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace,  ii 
the  recovery  of  debts,  in  the  District  of  Colombia :' 
Whereupon,  the  House  receded  from  their  diss 
greement  to  the  said  latter  part  of  the  ameDdmeni 
aforesaid. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letca 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  a  supple 
mentary  return  of  the  digest  of  the  accounts  of  tli< 
manufacturing  establishments,  and  their  maoofac 
tures ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  od  tbi 
table. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  aothor^ 
ize  and  empower  the  Secretary  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Treasury  to  sell  the  public  lots  aod 
other  property  beloneioff  to  the  United  States, 
in  the  District  of  ColumDia,"  was  read  the  ihini 
time^  and  passed. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  i\i\e\ 
to  wit:  1.  "An  act  to  authorize  the  buildiogoi 
lighthouses,  light- vessels,  and  beacons,  thercio 
mentioned,  and  for  other  purposes;"  2.  "Ad  aci 
to  authorize  the  recorder  oi  land  titles  in  the  State 
of  Missouri  to  examine  into  the  number  aiid>uie 
of  the  unconfirmed  French  and  Spanish  land 
claims  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  to  report  ihi 
same  to  Congress  at  their  nest  session" — ^were  re a^ 
the  first  and  second  time,  and  referred — the  firsi 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  the  secwi 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  House  re5olved  itself  into  a  Committee  c| 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Postma^tej 
General  to  pay  for  certain  repairs  to  the  GcDcnj 
Post  Ofi3ce,  and  to  keep  the  engine-house,  the  '  ' 
engine,  and  apparatus,  in  repair.  The  hill  i 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee.] 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  and,  ai, 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  al 
reported  the  bill  to  authorize  the  laying  out  s| 
0|>ening  certain  public  roads  in  the  Territorj 
Florida ;  and  the  bill  amending  and  supptcm 
tary  to  the  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  tit, 
to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  to  prori 
for  the  survey  and  disposal  of  the  poblie  lands! 
Florida ;  with  amendments  to  eacn ;  which  & 
amendments  were  severally  concurred  ia  by 
House ;  and  the  said  bills  were  ordered  to  be 
grossed  and  severally  read  a  third  time  lo-duj, 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  PasaiD] 
OF  THE  United  States,  which  was  read;  ao^ 
as  follows : 

7b  the  House  of  Repreaeniativea  of  the  United  Stt 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  RepresentatiTec,  a  ref 
from  the  Secretary  of  Stato,  made  in  pursotnee  of  i 
resolution  of  the  SIst  of  January  la«t,  reqnntioir 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  irraoirl 
and  laid  before  that  Hoosa,  a  Digest,  abowi^?  •»< 
changes  in  the  commercial  regulations  of  the  ^^i 
foreign  oounCriet  with  which  the  United  8utfls  hat 
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intercoone,  m  ifaftU  have  been  adopted,  and  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  Executive,  aubsequently  to  the 
formation  of  the  digest  communicated  to  the  Senate 
OD  the  7th  December,  1818. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WiiBiHerov,  Feb.  27,  1823. 

The  Speaker  Jaid  before  the  House,  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
sandry  statements  in  relation  to  the  operations  of 
the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  during  the  year 
1822 )  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  establish  an  additional 
land  office  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan  ;  which 
was  reported  with  amendments ;  which  were  con- 
curred in  by  the  Hou.«»e,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be 
eogrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

POST  ROUTES  AND  POST  OFFICES. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  discontinue  certain  post  routes  and  to  estab- 
luh  others;  and  the  saia  bill  being  further  amend- 
it  in  the  House — 

Mr. Baylies  moved  to  add  thereto  the  following : 

"And  that  the  poatmaater  at  Taunton,  in  Maisa- 
ehasetta,  shall  be  allowed  twenty-five  dollars,  quar- 
terij,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  office  at  that  place,  in 
iildition  to  what  is  now  allowed  him  by  law. 

The  question  to  agree  to  this  amendment  was 
decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Van  Wtgk  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
tbird  section  of  the  bill ;  which  motion  was  de- 
cided ia  the  negative ;  and — 

Mr.  Baylies  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  add- 
ing thereto  the  following  section  : 

"81C.4.  Andbt  ii  further  enaeied.  That  the  Poet- 
nuter  General  be  aathorixed,  and  he  ia  hereby  aathor- 
ned,  to  ceoae  the  mails  to  be  conveyed  in  ateamboata, 
at  racb  rates,  and  over  such  waters,  and  in  such  man- 
&«•  and  at  such  aeaaons  of  the  year,  as  he  may  deem 
ciptdiaat  ibr  the  pablic  good." 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amend- 
(Dent,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Francis  Johnson  moved  to  add  to  the  bill 
tlie  following  section : 

"  Sic.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  poat- 
BMter  at  Fredericksbarg,  Virginia,  shall  be  allowed 
%  dolltrs,  quarterly,  oat  of  the  proceeds  of  the  office 
M  that  place,  in  addition  to  what  is  now  allowed  him 

bj  law.** 

This  amendment  was  also  disagreed  to  by  the 

HoQse. 

Mr.  Van  Wtck  then  moved  to  add  to  the  third 
^tiOQ  of  the  bill  the  following : 

''  And  that  the  postmaster  in  the  town  of  Fishkill, 
wJchesi  county,  in  the  Bute  of  New  York,  be  allowed 
^enty.fiTe  dollars  a  quarter,  oat  of  the  proceeds  of 
Bat  office,  in  addition  to  what  is  now  allowed  by  law." 

The  question  being  taken  to  agree  to  this  amend- 
^t,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 
Mr.  Whipple  moved  to  add  to  the  bill  the  fol- 
wing  section,  viz : 

/|^ic.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  all 
!*>«■  where  the  emoluments  of  any  poitm aster  shall 


^ 


not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollara,  and  the 
Postmaster  General  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  ser- 
vices performed  justly  entitle  such  postmaster  to  fur- 
ther allowance,  he  shall  grant  snch  further  allowance 
as  he  shall  deem  just" 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amend- 
ment, it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Montgomery  moved  to  add  to  the  bill  the 
folloy^ing  section,  viz : 

"  Sac.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum 
of  fiftv  dollara  per  annum  be  paid  to  the  postmaster  at 
the  liazle  Patch,  in  Knox  county,  Kentucky,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  allowance  heretofore  made  by  law.'' 

This  amendment  was  also  disagreed  to ;  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  to-day. 

SUPPRESSION  OF  DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  who  committed  the 
act  of  suppressing  certain  passages  of  documents 
transmitted  to  the  House,  made  a  report  in  rela- 
tion thereto,  recommending  that  the  committee 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  inquiry  committed  to  it ;  which  report  and 
resolution  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  committee,  instituted  under  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  6th  instant,  ask 
leave  to  report,  in  part : 

Thus  far,  the  attention  of  the  committee  has  been 
chiefly  directed  to  the  performance  of  the  dutiea  re- 
quired of  them  by  the  first  member  of  the  resolution. 
As  the  investigation  was  undertaken  without  any  san- 
guine expectations  of  being  able  to  designate  the  per- 
aon  who  caused  the  suppression  of  the  paragraph  in 
the  letter  A  6,  they  feel  but  little  disappointed  in  not 
having  made  the  discovery. 

The  committee  requested  the  appearance  of  every 
peraon  who,  it  was  supposed,  could  make  any  disclo- 
sure, tending  in  the  least  degree  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  object  for  which  they  were  appointed. 
The  attendance  of  the  witneasea  was  prompt,  and  all 
the  depositions  were  msde  under  the  solenmities  of  an 
oath.  That  the  testimony  might  be  as  explicit  and  in- 
telligible aa  poBBtble,  interrogatoriea,  deemed  the  moat 
pertinent,  were  propounded  to  the  witneaaes,  and  the 
responsea  reduced  to  writing,  in  the  language  in  which 
they  were  given. 

The  committee  submit  the  following  as  the  substance 
of  the  testimony  which  has  been  collected,  in  addition 
to  that  already  reported  to  the  Houae. 

Mr.  Cook,  the  member  from  the  State  of  Illinois, 
deposes,  that  the  documents  of  which  letter  A  6  is  one, 
were  in  his  possession  two  or  three  days;  that  he  be- 
lieves no  person,  during  that  oeriod,  had  aceess  to 
them  in  hia  absence ;  that  Mr.  Edwarda,  a  Senator  from 
the  State  of  Illinois,  iiupected  them  in  his  presence ; 
but  whether  the  inspection  extended  to  letter  A  6  he 
is  unable  to  aay ;  that  he  is  impressed  with  the  belief 
that  Mr.  Van  Swearingen,  late  a  Representative  firom 
Virginia,  was  present ;  but  thinks  he  did  not  examine 
the  documents.  Mr.  Cook  states  it  to  be  his  impres- 
sion that  he  read  letter  A  5,  before  the  documents  were 
printed ;  that  be  has  no  recollection  of  seeing  the  brack- 
ets, cross,  and  underscoring,  at  that  time,  nor  does  he 
yet  know  by  whom,  when,  or  where,  they  were  made; 
that  he  did  not  know,  until  the  pendency  of  the  former 
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locating  Virginia  Military  Land  Warrants  and 
returning  surveys,  was  read  twice,  and,  being 
amended,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and 
afterwards  finally  passed. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  to  alter  the  limes  of 
holding  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States 
in  Kentucky,  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  to-day,  and  afterwards  finally  passed. 

SUPPRESSION  OF  THE  SLAVE  TRADE,      i 

Mr.  Mercer  called  for  the  consideration  of  the  | 
following  resolution : 

Resolvedy  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  i 
be  requeited  to  enter*  upon,  and  to  proeecute  from  time 
to  time,  such  negotiations  with  the  several  maritime 
Powers  of  Europe  and  America,  a«  he  may  deem  ex- 
pedient for  the  efieetual  abolition  of  the  African  slave 
trade,  and  it*  ultimate  dennneiatton,  aa  piracy,  under 
the  law  of  nations,  by  the  oonaent  of  the  dviliaed 
world. 

Mr.  M.  prefaced  his  motion  to  take  up  this  reso- 
lution, submitted  by  him  to  the  House  on  a  former 
day,  by  stating  that,  notwithstanding  the  advanced 
stage  of  the  session,  he  laid  claim  to  the  indulgence 
of  the  House,  for  a  consideration  of  the  resolution 
which  had  been  just  read,  on  the  ground  that  he 
had  forborne  to  urge  its  consideration  until  that 
portion  of  the  public  business  had  been  disposed 
of,  which,  requiring  the  co-operation  of  the  two 
Houses,  could  not,  by  their  new  rule,  be  transact- 
ed after  the  last  evening.  He  trusted  that  the 
House  would  regard  this  appeal  to  their  favor,  as 
deriving  some  support  from  the  recollection  that 
he  had  abstained  from  way  participation  in  debate 
upon  many  interesting  topics  which  occupied  their 
attention  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  session.  Were 
it  allowable^  on  a  motion  take  up  a  resolution,  to 
enter  upon  its  merits,  he  would  venture  to  say, 
that  a  more  important  question,  whether  regard 
be  had  to  the  policy,  the  justice,  or  the  humanity 
of  the  nation,  had  not  been  presented  to  the  delib- 
eration of  the  House,  than  that  which  was  involved 
in  the  resolution  that  he  now  asked  the  House  to 
consider,  and  to  dispose  of  according  to  their 
wisdom. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  it,  Mr.  M. 
proceeded  to  say,  in  substance^  as  follows:  After 
experiencing  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  I  shall 
avoid  trespassing  on  their  patience,  by  confining 
tny  argument,  in  support  or  the  resolution,  to  the 
narrowest  compass.  The  commerce  which  this 
resolution  seeks  to  suppress,  by  a  combination  of 
the  moral  and  physical  power  of  the  civilized 
world,  has  been  declared,  many  years  ago,  by  a 
convention  of  the  principal  Powers  of  Europe,  to 
be  the  disgrace  of  that  continent,  and  the  scourge 
and  calamity  of  Africa. 

The  Ctovernment  of  the  United  States  prohib- 
ited it  as  soon  as  it  had  acquired  Constitutional 
power  to  do  so ;  and,  by  a  succession  of  laws,  in- 
creasing in  severity,  three  years  ago  denounced  it 
as  piracy.  The  report  of  the  committee  to  the 
House  of  Representatyres,  which  accompanied  the 
bill  to  this  effect,  in  the  first  session  of  the  Six- 
teenth Congress,  borrowing  the  language  of  the 
memorable  Congress  of  Vienna,  pronounced  this 


trade  to  be  the  scourge  of  Africa,  the  dtss:!ie 
and  affliction  of  both  Euroj^  and  America.  Tf 
the  papers  lying  before  me  disclose  themebficba 
fact,  that,  notwithstanding  the  active  aod  ixa^x 
efforts  of  Great  Britain  and  Amencs,  to  sQpfSP 
this  iniquitous  traffic,  seconded,  as  those efibmk 
been,  by  the  treaties  of  the  former  with  three  di^ 
principal  maritime  Powers  of  Europe,  the  1^ 
can  slave  trade  continues  to  spread  its  rara^ ct*- 
that  much  injured  continent ;  increasing  wauva^. 
both  in  extent  and  malignity.    Since  thL«  \s^ 
has  been  condemned  by  the  moral  feelings  of  i 
Christendom,  it  has  fallen  into  the  hands  cfsr 
most  daring  and  hardened  adventurers.   Shi^: 
from  search,  by  the  maxims  of  public  Uv. : 
eiSbrts  of  the  maritime  power  ot.  Engiasd  i& 
America  can  overtake  or  punish  them.   So  kc 
as  the  riffht  of  common  search  and  poatskcsa:  - 
withheld,  so  long  may  the  flag  of  a  single  Sv 
cover  this  detestable  commerce.    Indeed,  ih«pe 
tial  restraints  now  imposed  upon  this  ut&> 
enhancing  its  profit  and  its  danger,  serve  odra 
whet  the  cuptaity  of  avarice,  and  to  augip«-  > 
sufferinffs  of  its  victims.     The  heart  recoils  o 
horror  from  the  narratives  of  crudty  aodgnilt^ 
counted  in  the  volumes  before  me.    FrosT 
African  rivers — the  Bonny  and  the  CaUbsr-&d 
emptying  into  th6  Atlantic,  north  of  the  Lk 
from  a  verv  small  portion  or  an  extosife  rca^ 
to  the  whole  of  which  the  slave  trade  ha5ks  in- 
terdicted, by  the  united  voice  of  all  Eart^  tv 
hundred  and  fifty  cargoes  of  human  beings  ^" 
been  transported  in  a  single  year !    Of  theec:^ 
third  are  supposed  to  have  perished  in  the  a  Sai 
Mssa^e !    The  niixed  commissioD  courts  of  Gn 
Britain  and  her  allies  have  not,  from  their  bi^^^ 
stitution  down  to  the  present  period,  pns(^ 
more  than  twenty  seatences  of^  c^mdemnat;.^  '-^ 
the  numerous  vessels  engaged  in  this  traffic  u- 
the  court  established  at  the  ^reat  slaves''^ 
Cuba,  not  one ! 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  volumes  before  me  ki£<^ 
with  unquestionable  evidence  of  the  depl:^' 
extent  to  which  these  horrible  cargoes  are sse 
gled  into  ouf  Southern  States.  This  tf^ 
consists  of  numerous  letters  from  the  custom-^ 
officers  of  the  United  States,  the  faithful  tbc«i 
ineffectual  agents  of  our  laws  for  the  exdosiei^ 
this  forbiddeU)  impolitic,  and  guilty  coffin^ 
Their  testimony  is  confirmed,  in  my  knovt^. 
as  it  must  be  in  that  of  an  honorable  collfa|V' 
mine  in  my  eye,  (Mr.  Plotb,)  by  what  id^ 
honorable  member,  now  a  Minister  abroai.'^ 
Middleton,  of  South  Carolina,)  declared  fire  yai 
ago  to  be  his  belief,  that  not  less  than  tb^if 
thousand  African  negroes  were  annually  smo^ 
into  the  Southern  States.  Within  a  few  dar^ 
I  have  been  informed,  by  the  highly  xt^^ 
representative  of  the  most  remote  of  those  Su^ 
(Mr.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,)  that  numerosi' 
stances  have  more  recentlv  occurred  of  i^^j 
ititroduction  of  this  population,  through  C^^ 
ton,  and  the  adjacent  shores,  into  the  Territ^ 
Louisiana.  If  the  United  States,  and  e;pe^ 
the  Southern  States  of  this  Union,  were  exp 
to  the.  hazard  of  having  their  settled  aad  ^^ 
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policy  baffled  by  the  cupidity  of  these  daring  ad- 
TeDturers,  before  the  reeent  acquisition  of  Florida, 
how  greatly  is  that  hazard  augmented  by  a  sea- 
coast,  without  inhabitants,  of  great  extent,  border- 
ed by  numerous  islands,  indented  by  many  com- 
modious inlets,  ^nd  immediately  opposite  to  the 
great  slave  market  of  the  West  Indies.  To  guard 
a  coast  like  this,  whole  squadrons  of  revenue  cut- 
ters, and  armies  of  custom-house  officers,  would 
prore  ineffectual.  An  hour  or  two,  or  at  most  a 
single  night,  suffices  to  perfect  one  of  these  ini- 
quitous entCTprises.  The  unfortunate  captives  are 
landed,  conveyed  into  the  interior,  and  "  no  men- 
tioQ  of  them  more  is  made."  They  are  consigned 
to  hereditary  slavery ;  and  to  the  desolation  of  the 
country  from  which  they  have  been  torn,  is  added 
the  curse  of  that  which  receives  them. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  M.,  the  United  States  cannot  be 
insensible  of  the  danger  of  inundating,  with  new 
floods  of  black  population,  not  only  the  extensive 
and  numerous  islands  on  their  southern  border, 
but  their  own  territory.  A  danger  greatly  en- 
hanced by  the  rapid  increase,  in  their  own  bosom, 
of  a  third  caste,  midway  between  the  slave  and 
the  white  population  of  the  South,  and  alike  per- 
nicious to  the  happiness  of  both.  As  I  advance, 
said  Mr.  M.,  new  views  of  the  malignity  of  this 
growing  evil  crowd  upon  my  imagination,  and  I 
perceive  it  to  be  necessary  to  recollect  the  pledge 
with  which  I  sat  out  in  this  argument.  I  will  but 
add,  thai  it  is  not  less  the  interest  of  the  European 
colonies  in  the  West  Indies,  than  our  own,  to  ar- 
rest this  cruel,  this  unnecessary  traffic.  Wherever 
it  has  been  partially  suspended,  as  in  the  United 
States,  and  the  British  West  Indies,  this  species 
of  labor,  fostered  by  better  treatment,  multiplied 
but  too  rapidly  by  its  natural  resources;  while  in 
the  island  of  Quadaloope,  a  census  lately  repeated, 
after  a  short  interval  ot  ten  years,  affords  the  hor- 
rible result,  that,  of  a  population  of  little  more 
than  one  hundred  thousand,  notwithstanding  all 
the  accessions  from  foreign  importation,  there  has 
been  a  declension  of  fifteen  thousand  souls !  A 
fact,  which  must  sound  an  audible  appeal  to  the 
humanity  of  the  hardest  heart. 

Having  seen  that  the  root  of  all  these  calamities 
cannot  he  eradicated  by  the  means  which  have 
been  hitherto  employed,  either  by  others,  or  our- 
aelves ;  that  our  own  flag  has  disappeared  from 
the  African  coast,  only  to  give  place  to  that  of 
other  nations,  by  whom  this  trade  is  alike  forbid- 
den ;  that  the  occasional  vessel  which  we  despatch 
for  that  desolated  land,  carries  with  it,  under  the 
late  instructions  of  our  Government,  no  authority 
competent  to  the  execution  of  our  own  purpose ; 
and  that  no  measure  of  an  internal  policy  can 
shield  us  from  that  share  of  the  general  calamity 
resulting  from  this  traffic,  which  falls  peculiarly 
00  our  own  country  ;  allow  me,  said  Mr.  M.,  to 
invite  the  earnest  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
remedy  provided  by  the  resolution  which  I  have 
presumed  to  propose. 

Let  the  African  slave  trade  be  denounced  to  be 
piracy  under  the  law  of  nations  by  the  consent  of 
the  maritime  Powers  of  Europe  and  America,  and 
this  species  of  piracy  will,  like  any  other,  speedily 


disappear  from  the  surface  of  the  ocean.  All  na- 
tions will  have  authority  to  detect,  to  punish  it,  to 
hunt  it  down. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  technical  objections  have 
been  ureed,  and  sneers  have  been  indulged  against 
the  legal  accuracy  of  the  application  of  the  term 
piracy  to  this  offence.  Such  criticism  has  no 
souna  reason  to  sustain  it.  The  law  of  nations  is 
in  part  natural;  in  part  conventional.  Its  only 
sanction  is  to  be  found  in  the  physical  force,  its 
legal  authority  in  the  express  or  tacit  consent  of 
nations.  The  consent  of  nations  may  make  piracy 
of  any  offence  upon  the  hi^h  seas.  In  seeking  a 
denomination  for  a  new  crime,  it  is  not  necessary 
to  invent  a  new  term.  The  object  of  classing  the 
prohibited  act  under  an  old  title,  is  to  provide  for 
the  former  a  definite  and  competent  remedy.  Pi- 
racy, under  the  law  of  nations,  is  alike  understood, 
and  punished  by  all  nations.  But,  sir,  is  there  no 
analogy  between  the  African  slave  trade,  and  the 
offence  of  piracy,  which  would  warrant  the  pro- 
posed classification  of  the  former  crime  under  the 
latter  title '?  It  may  sometimes  prove  a  difficult 
task,  amidst  conflicting  authorities,  to  sav  what  is 
not  piracy ;  but  it  cannot  be  difficult  to  determine 
what  it  is. 

It  is  robbery,  on  the  high  seas,  without  a  lawful 
commission  from  any  recognised  authority,  to  take 
forcibly  from  a  vessel,  without  color  of  law,  a 
single  package  of  goods  ?  And  is  it  not  robbery 
to  seize,  not  the  property  of  the  man,  but  the  man 
himself;  to  chain  him  down,  with  hundreds  of  bis 
fellows,  in  the  pestilential  hold  of  a  slave  ship,  in 
order,  if  he  chance  to  survive  the  voyage,  to  sell  him 
to  some  foreign  master ;  to  consign  him,  and  not 
himself  only,  but  his  latest  posterity,  to  hereditary 
slavery  in  an  unknown  joyless  land  ?  By  a  former 
law,  almost  coeval  with  our  present  constitution 
of  government,  we  made  murder  on  the  high  seas 
piracy.  Kill  a  man  by  poisoning  the  air  he 
breatnes-^is  it  not  murder,  as  truly  as  to  kill  him 
by  poisoned  food,  or  by  planting  a  dagger  in  his 
heart  ?  Is  it  not,  indeed,  to  kill  with  the  aggra- 
vated horror  of  a  slow  and  loathsome  death  ?  It 
is  robbery,  combined  with  murder.  This  crime, 
begun  on  a  barbarous  shore,  claimed  by  no  civil- 
ized State,  and  subject  to  no  moral  law,  is  prose- 
cuted to  its  consummation,  on  the  hi^h  seas. 
Every  day,  every  hour  of  such  a  voyage  of  iniquity, 
furnishes  a  fresh  instance  of  the  crime. 

Search  the  etymology  of  this  term,  and  nothing 
restricts  piracy  to  mere  injuries  of  the  rights  of 
property,  or  Umits  its  commission  to  a  certain  dis- 
tance from  any  foreign  shore.  According  to  the 
most  remote  antiquity,  the  first  pirates  were  steal- 
ers of  men;  and,  for  the  very  purpose  which  now 
carries  the  African  slave  dealer  to  that  continent 
which  his  crimes  have  so  often  imbued  with  hu- 
man blood,  to  enslave  and  sell  bis  spoil.  From 
the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean,  this  piracy  spread 
along  the  Atlantic,  and  finally  encircled  Africa 
and  her  islands,  within  its  iron  grasp.  From  the 
very  history  of  this  species  of  piracy,  it  may  be 
confidently  inferred,  that,  when  once  suppressed 
it  cannot  be  revived.  Other  piracies  have  their 
origin  in  transient  disorders  in  the  world.    They 


1151 


HI8T0BT  OF  C0NGBE88, 


111! 


^m^m 


ILorR. 


SuppMBiim  of  tie  Slave  Tradg. 


ikmun,  16S& 


cease  and  reappear  a^o.  Thin  ia  a  reoiaaat  of 
ancient  barbarism — a  curse  extended  to  the  new 

world  by  the  colonial  policy  of  the  old.  Let  Africa 
bat  once  freight  with  the  fruits  of  her  soil  those 
ships  which  now  carrv  thither  scourges  and  fetters, 
and  she  will  not  sell  ner  ofispring.  Let  all  Chris- 
tendom  proclaim  the  slave  trade  to  be  piracy,  and 
you  will  shortly  revolutionize  the  moral  sentiment 
of  the  few  States,  who  now  seem,  not  by  their 
professions,  indeed,  but  their  conduct,  to  tolerate 
this  crime.  Public  sentiment  and  law  act  reci- 
procally on  each  other.  Has  not  the  denunciation 
of  the  African  slave  trade,  as  piracy,  by  the  act 
of  the  last  Congress,  done  much  towarcls  the  en- 
tire abolition  of  that  portion  of  this  traffic  which 
then  lingered  in  America  ? 

The  time  is  not  very  remote,  when  men  of  high 
standing  in  our  country  openly  and  unblushingiy 
prosecuted  this  profitable  commerce.  Is  there  now 
remaining  a  single  man  in  America,  who  would 
brave  the  public  sentiment,  not  to  speak  of  the 
public  justice,  by  avowing  nimself  a  participant 
in  this  guilty  traffic  ? 

Sir,  said  Mr.  M.,  the  present  period  is  most  pro- 
pitious for  the  success  of  the  experiment  I  have 
presumed  to  recommend  to  the  sanction  of  the 
House  and  the  nation.  South  America  furnished, 
and  Brazil  yet  affords,  an  extensive  market  for 
African  slaves.  Two  years  only  have  elapsed 
since  this  House  pledged  itself  to  sustain  the  Ex- 
ecutive in  a  recognition  of  the  independence  of 
the  Spanish  American  provinces  now  the  States 
of  Mexico,  Colombia,  menos  Ayres,  Chili,  and 
Peru.  During  our  present  session,  the  Executive 
haK  deputed  Ministers  to  the  several  Governments 
of  these  new-born  empires.  The  instructions  of 
these  Ministers,  it  may  be  presumed,  are  now  pre- 
paring, and  if  among  them  there  shall  be  compre- 
hend^ this  resolution,  sustained,  as  I  trust  it  will 
be,  by  the  approving  voice  of  this  House,  will 
those  Governments  deny  to  us  the  small  booo  we 
ask  of  them,  humanity  and  justice,  in  return  for 
our  recognition  of  their  sovereignty  ?  Thev  have 
all,  posaioly,  with  the  exception  of  Peru,  followed 
the  example  of  the  Unitea  States,  by  abolishing 
this  trade.  They  will  undoubtedly  seize  the  first 
oeeasioQ  lo  propitiate  the  good  will,  not  of  Amer* 
iea  merely,  but  of  all  Christendom,  towards  their 
infant  cause. 

Brazil,  the  great  slave  mart,  which  has  so  long 
withheld  Portugal  from  a  cordial  union  with 
England  in  the  abolition  of  the  slave  tmde,i8  also 
a  candidate  for  independence ;  and  it  may  be  con- 
fidently hoped  that  another  year  will  afibrd  suffi- 
cient evidence  of  her  ability  to  sustain  it.  Should 
she,  in  like  manner  with  her  neighbors,  yield  htv 
support  to  our  policy,  much  will  have  been 
acnieved  for  the  success  of  the  object  of  this 
resolution. 

The  Cortes  of  regenerated  Spain  have  recently 
signalized  their  humanity  by  annexing  penalties 
to  the  slave  trade,  next  in  severity  to  those  de- 
nounced against  that  offence  by  Great  Britain 
and  America.  Portugal,  severed  from  Brazil, 
willprobahly  tread  in  ner  steps,  when  ui^ed  lo  it 
by  Englaad,  her  ally  and  protector. 


The  GoTeramem  of  Fiaaee,  where  fsbbe  n* 
timent  derives  activity  and  toiee  ban  la  o- 
lightened,  geneioits,  and  high«aiindcd  paipk.  wi 
not  much  longer  temporize  with  the  pl^^ted  £ua 
of  treaties,  and  her  aclyiowlcdged  seairof  ok^ 
and  religious  obligation. 

The  maritime  rowers  of  the  North  citlf  easi 
to  participate  in  tfaia  criminal  tiaffic,snd  kn 
acknowledged  the  daty,  devolved  on  EsropLtf 
rendering  retributive  justice  to  Afirka,  so  kne  3c 
victim  of  a  cruel  and  mistaken  policy. 

On  the  northern  shores  of  the  MeditcRSBca. 
there  is  no  State,  except  those  which  1  fasR 
named,  whose  colonial  policy  reqoivet  the  ak; 
of  Africa  to  sustain  it. 

What  the  United  States  may  hope  to  cieet  t 
the  New  World,  it  most  he  left  to  EioglaBd  uat 
complish  in  the  old,  where  her  inioRiM  is  pR- 
dominant;  and  continued  peace  yet  favon e^ 
effort  of  humanity  to  improve  tne  cooiitioe  t 
our  race.  Great  Brttain  caoaot  bat  percere  ik 
inefficacy  of  those  mixed  oourto  on  whick  skeie 
relied  to  ^ive  effect  to  her  laws  and  tnttiesk 
the  abolition  of  the  slave  tmde,  and,  shore  ^ 
that  her  present  system,  complicated  and  diicA 
of  execution  in  peace,  mast  he  exposed  to  ftt 
derangement,  if  not  abandoned,  u  wv.  Sk 
cannot  hut  prefer  to  it  the  sahrtitule  oisc^  ^ 
our  reaolxition,  which  is  in  its  character  as  soak 
as  it  must  prove  in  its  ofieration  efiecdTCfiEi 
which  will  endure  until  its  parpose,  the  ctise 
abolition  of  the  African  slave  trade,  is  seccfr 
plished. 

In  concluding,  said  Mr.  M.,  I  peredTe.)k 
Speaker,  that  I  have  omitted  ouich  of  whstlitf 
intended  to  say ;  and  what  I  have  oneitd.  w^t 
feeble  voice,  under  circuoistaaoes  which  greisr 
tended  to  impede  my  thoughts,  ae  well  asir 
speech,  has,  I  fear,  done  hut  little  justice  u>  ^ 
noblest  theme  that  ever  engaged  an  adrocsi& 

Should  this  resolution  fail,  it  will  beifesce 
of  deep  and  lasting  renet  to  me  that  I  hsn^ 
tured  to  submit  it  to  the  judgment  of  the  H^ 
I  call,  therefore,  upon  my  friends  fram  liva^ 
setts  and  Pennsylvania,  and  upon  my  coUei|i^ 
(Messrs.  GoRBiJi,  Hbkpbill,  and  Floto,)  «^ 
have  hitherto  co-operated  with  me  in  this  stcai 
cause,  not  to  aUow  it  to  unk,  throogh  vr  itf; 
bility  to  sustain  it  I  implore  Ae  honitiutT^ 
this  House  to  uphold  it ;  I  demand  it  of  titf 
justice. 

When  Mr.  MfiRona  had  oonduded-* 

Mr.  WoooeoN  moved  to  lay  the  lesolBtMi^" 
thetahle. 

On  this  molioo,  Mr.  MBBcm  called  forttf 
yeas  and  nays ;  and  this  call  was  sostaiaed. 

Mr.  WoonnoN,  then,  at  the  suMestioDof* 
gentleman  sitting  near  him,  modified  his  mo&^ 
so  as  to  move  to  postpone  the  further  ooojj^s^ 
tion  of  the  motion  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Hooks  moved  to  lay  the  lesokitioD  oo  ^ 
table — a  motion  which  has  prccedeace  and^ 
precludes  debate. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  lo'^ 
it  on  the  tahle,  and  negatived — ^ycas  25,  nays  I^ 

The  motion  lo  poatpone  the  fivther  eoasi^ 
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tioD  of  the  resolution  was  renewed ;  and  on  the 
question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  determined  in 
theoe^tire. 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  rose  to  aid  his  honorable 
friend  from  Virginia,  Mr.  Mercer,  in  his  noble 
efort  to  put  a  stop  to  the  African  slave  trade,  that 
odious  blot  on  all  the  nations  concerned  in  it.  It 
will  be  recollected,  said  Mr.  W.,  that  at  the  com- 
meucement  of  the  present  session,  I  insisted  that 
that  part  of  the  President's  Message  that  related 
to  the  African  slave  trade,  should  he  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  with  directions  to  make  an  early 
report,  that  the  subject  might  be  brought  before 
OS  in  a  tangible  shape.  This  resolution  goes  to 
request  the  President  to  endeavor  to  effect,  by 
negotiation,  this  great  object ;  and,  by  a  conven- 
tion with  the  nations  that  can  be  induced  to  agree 
to  it,  to  make  it  piracy,  as  we  have  done.  Al- 
though, sir,  this  resolution  authorizes  the  Presi- 
dent to  adopt  any  measure  necessary  to  effect  the 
object,  I  feel  it  due  to  the  Administration,  who 
feel  a  delicacy  on  the  subject  of  the  right  of  search, 
to  propose  to  add  to  the  resolution — "  and  that  we 
agree  to  a  qualified  right  of  search."  Sir,  this 
Ck)ngress  ought,  by  the  adoption  of  this  amend- 
ment, to  take  upon  themselves  the  responsibility 
of  this  measure,  by  their  positive  opinion,  and 
leare  it  no  longer  a  subject  of  doubt  what  is  the 
will  of  the  American  people.  Sir.  with  what 
pnde  do  we  look  back  on  ouiselvesj  even  to  the 
commencement  of  the  Government,  when,  by  an 
article  in  that  hallowed  instrument,,  we  agreed  to 
prohibit  this  immoral  traffic,  after  the  year  1808 ; 
ind  with  what  pleasure  have  we  seen  the  Gov- 
ernments of  Europe  adopting  our  philanthropic 
wlicy,  and  treading  in  our  footsteps ;  and  let  me 
isk,  what  must  be  the  feeling  of  those  patriots 
vho  have  examined  this  subject,  and  have  seen 
mr  Government  retiring  from  this  qualified  right 
>f  search,  the  only  possible  means,  in  my  judg- 
nent,  to  effect  the  object  ?  This,  sir,  has  been 
greed  to  by  several  of  the  Powers  of  Europe,  not 
ess  tenacious  of  their  rights  than  we  are,  but  our 
fOverDoaent,  recollecting  the  claims  of  Great 
Britain  to  impressment,  have  feared  some  collision 
light  arise  in  the  exercise  of  this  right,  and  have 
s  yet  declined  it.  I  therefore  feel  anxious  that 
re  should  take  on  us  that  responsibility. 
Sir,  it  must  be  recollected  tnat  eighty  thousand 
iricans  are  annually  victimated  to  bondage,  and 
ley  and  their  offsprmg  consigned  to  endless  sla- 
*ry ;  and  that  two  hundred  free  blacks,  on  the 
rer  Sierra  Leone,  have  been  captured  and  sent 
to  slavery,  although  sent  there  to  be  governed 
r  themselves ;  and  it  is  said  that  fifteen  thousand 
moally  are  amusgled  into  the  Southern  States 
rectly  or  throiigh  the  Spanish  provinces.  This, 
*,  is  the  horrid  practice  of  the  case ;  and  two 
reral  oocnmittees  of  this  House  have,  at  the  last 
ssion  and  at  the  session  preceding  it,  reported 
at  '<  The  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
[uested  to  enter  into  such  arrangements  as  he 
aay  deem  suitable  and  proper  with  one  or  more 
f  the  maritime  Powers  or  Europe,  for  the  ef- 
sctual  abolition  of  the  African  slave  trade/*' 
lis  reaolation  was  proposed  in  the  session  end- 
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ing  4th  March,  1821.  Here  let  me  ask  your  atten- 
tion to  the  Edinburgh  Review,  of  October,  1821, 
page  50.  "  The  immortal  honor  which  the  Ame- 
ricans have  gained  by  their  former  exertions 
against  the  African  slave  trade,  augmented  b^ 
their  recent  enactments,  classing  it  among  pi- 
ratical offences,  will  soon,  as  it  now  appears^  be 
consummated,  by  their  accession  to  the  principle 
for  which  we  have  been  contending. 

'^A  report  lies  before  us  from  a  committee  of 
Congress  upon  this  point,  and  nothing  can  be 
more  judicious  or  more  enlightened.  The  com- 
mittee begin  with  showing  "  that  a  mutual  right 
of  search  is  indispensable  to  the  great  object  of 
abolition,"  as  affording  the  only  security  against 
our  slave  traders  taking  refuge  under  the  flag 
of  any  one  Power  less  vigilant  than  the  rest,  in 
executing  its  abolition  laws.  They  then  advert 
to  the  prejudices  existing  in  America  against  this 
right,  rounded  upon  ''  the  opinions  entertained  re- 
specting the  practice  of  searching  neutral  ves- 
sels in  time  of  war,"  and  they  deny  that  the  two 
kinds  of  search  are, "  in  principle,  in  any  degree, 
allied  f  and  most  justly  observe,  that  the  unqual- 
ified admission  of  England,  that  no  ri^ht,  what- 
ever, at  present,  exists,  of  searching,  in  time  of 
peace ;  an  admission,  both  founded  on  the  decisions 
of  our  prize  courts,  and  evinced  by  the  negotia- 
tion itself,  ought,  at  once,  to  remove  the  principal 
objections  against  the  new  arrangements  contend- 
ed for.  They  put  the  matter  upon  a  plain  and  im- 
partial ground,  when  thev  add,  that  the  question 
simply  is,  "  whether  sucn  an  agreement  will  be 
'  beneficial  to  the  two  nations ;  and,  they  truly  add, 
*  that  all  inconvenience  from  detention  of  vessels 
'  will  be  precluded,  by  limiting  the  right  of  seizure 
'  alone  to  ships  having  slaves  actually  on  board." 

I  have  quoted  so  much  of  the  Review  upon  this 
subject,  nor  can  I  refrain  from  expressins  my  en- 
tire approbation  of  their  sentiments.  The  report 
of  the  last  session  is  substantiallv  the  same,  and 
I  should  have  hoped  would  have  nad  the  desired 
effect  on  the  Administration.  However,  I  trust 
that  this  resolution  will  induce  them  to  adopt  such 
arrangements  as  may  be  deemed  most  effectual  to 
put  a  stop  to  this  disgraceful  traffic,  and  fulfil  the 
best  wish^  of  the  American  peopie.  The  idea 
that  this  measure  may  lead  to  any  contention  be- 
tween the  contracting  Powers,  I  think  is  not  well 
founded ;  but,  should  this  be  the  case,  we  have 
nothing  to  fear,  and  I  hope  and  trust  that  no  hon- 
orable member  will  ever  be  influenced  by  such  an 
unmanly  principle;  but,  that  our  Government 
will  listen  to  the  voice  of  distressed  humanity, 
and  unite  with  the  Powers  of  Europe  in  a  quali- 
fied search,  as  proposed  by  Lord  Castlereafh  in 
his  noble  agency  for  the  suppression  of  the  Atrican 
slave  trade. 

Mr.  Wrioht'h  amendment  having  been  re- 
jected- 
Mr.  Burrows,  of  Connecticut,  required  the 
previous  question,  and  in  this  call  he  was  sustain- 
ed by  a  majority  of  the  members.  The  previous 
question  was  put  and  carried ;  and  then. 
The  main  question  (on  agreeing  to  the  resolu- 
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tioD,  as  above  stated)  was  takea  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  decided  as  follows : 

YsAB — Messrs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Al- 
len of  Tennessee,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bsssett,  Bateman, 
Bigelow,  Borland,  Breckenridge,  Brown,  Bachanan, 
Burrows,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  New  York,  Camp- 
bell of  Ohio,  Carter,  Cassedy,  Chambers,  Colden,  Con- 
diet,  Conkling,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cushman,  Dane,  Dar- 
lington, Denison,  Dickinson,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Sddy, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Farrelly,  Findlay,  Forward,  Fuller,  Gebhard,  Gist, 
Oorham,  Govan,  Hamilton,  Hardin,  Hemphill,  Her- 
rick,  Hill,  Hobart,  Holcombe,  Hubbard,  Ingham,  Jack- 
son, Jennings,  J.  B.  Johnston,  Jones  of  Tennessee, 
Kent,  Kirkland,  Lathrop,  LeAwich,  Lincoln,  Litch- 
field, Little,  McCarty,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKim, 
McLane,  McNeill,  McSherry,  Matlack,  Matson,  Mat- 
tocks, Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  PcnnsyWania, 
Moore  of  Vbginia,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Mur- 
ray, Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachueetts,  Newton,  Pat- 
terson of  New  York,  Patterson  of  PennqrNania,  Phil- 
lips, Pierson,  Pitcher,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire, 
Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Poinsett,  Reed  of  Massachu- 
setts, Reid  of  Georgia,  Rhea,  Rich,  Rochester,  Rodney, 
Ross,  Ruggles,  Russ,  Scott,  Sergeant,  Sloane,  Arthur 
Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  W.  Smith,  J.  S.  Smith, 
Sterling  of  New  York,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson, 
Stoddard,  Swan,  Taylor,  Thompcon,  Tod,  Tomlinson, 
Tracy,  Udree,  Upham,  Vance,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van 
Wyck,  Walworth,  Warfield,  Whipple,  White,  Wil- 
liams of  Virginia,  WUliams  of  North  Carolina,  WU- 
Uamson,  Wilson,  Wood,  Woodson,  and  Wright — 131. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Ball,  Burton,  Edwards 
of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Hall,  Hooks,  Rankin,  and 
Tattnall— 9. 

LIGHTHOUSES,  dbc. 

The  House,  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Brecken- 
BiDGE,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Hill  in 
the  Chair. 

The  Committee  took  up,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Newton,  the  bill  for  erecting  certain  lighthouses, 
and  constructing  certain  light-vessels,  beacons,  dbc. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause,  to  determine  whether  the  House  would  go 
on  to  expend  more  money  at  this  time  on  objects 
of  this  description. 

Against  this  motion,  Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  Cam- 
breleng, and  Mr.  Sergeant,  protested,  asserted 
the  value  of  these  aids  to  navigation,  and  denied 
that  the  expenditure  upon  these  objects  had  even 
nearly  equalled  the  amount  of  tonnage  and  lieht- 
money  specially  levied  and  collected  for  these 
purposes. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke  was  negatived  by  a 
large  majority. 

Mr.  Farrellt  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting an  appropriation  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  to  enable  the  President  to  cause  to  be  ex- 
amined the  mouth  of  the  harbor  of  Presque  isle, 
on  Lake  Erie,  and  spoke  for  some  time  in  support 
of  the  motion.    The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  having  gone  throuffb  this  bill — 

The  Committee  took  up  the  bill  irom  the  Se- 
nate to  establish  a  national  armory  on  the  Western 
waters. 


Mr.  Ro88  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  n^Qihtf 
an  engineer,  which  the  bill  contemjdttescmOBz. 
to  examine  and  report  an  eligible  site  fortheoce- 
tion  of  a  national  armory,  to  report  to  Ccaeres. 
instead  of  to  the  President  of  the  United  State, 
as  provided  by  the  bill. 

A  good  deal  of  debate  took  place  on  thittiiKsd- 
ment  Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Obio,ML 
Cocke,  Mr..  Walworth,  and  Mr.  McCot,  sup- 
porting the  amendment,  and  Mr.  Brecubukl 
Mr.  CooKy  Mr.  Johnston,  of  LooisiaBi,  Mi. 
Rhea,  and  Mr.  Jackson,  opposing  it 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  ameadiDestn 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Ross  then  moved  to  strike  out  of  thebUl 
the  sum  of  925,000,  and  insert,  in  liea  tboof 
$5,000 ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

After  some  further  debate,  the  Committee  rvp 

The  first  of  the  above  two  bills,  amended  iaii: 
Committee,  was  agreed  to  in  the  House,  and  vt: 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Some  debate  occurred  on  the  amendment,  a§n(^ 
to  in  Committee,  to  the  bill  to  establish  as  ir- 
mory  on  the  Western  waters.  Mr.  BaBcuxiiKi 
and  Mr.  Forward  opposed  the  amendment,  i^ 
Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  and  Mr.  Vaxci,  ^ 
ported  it. 

The  question  on  coocntring  was  then  pot,u^ 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  House  adjourned,  at  half-past  five. 


Saturday,  Mafch  1. 

Mr.  Allen,  oi  Massachusetts,  from  the  C<s- 
mittee  of  Accounts,  made  a  report  in  reliii(»  ^ 
the  state  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Hxmi 
Representatives,  under  the  administration  ci  ^ 
late  Clerk,  as  to  advances  to  contractors,  d«p 
ites  of  money  in  hanks,  dbc.  From  this  i^^^ 
appears,  that  advances  have  been  occawl.* 
made  to  the  printers  and  other  eoatractoisiv^ 
House,  OQ  claims  accruing  for  work  perfiBfsa. 
that  nothing  is  due  from  the  printers  on  u^ 
of  these  advances;  and  thai,  though  tbeice^ 
of  the  deceased  Clerk  is  yet  unsettled  st  dieTia^ 
ury,  no  loss  will  be  sustained  by  the  United  Sa» 
on  the  final  settlement  of  his  accounts.  Tb«^ 
port  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUfc 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Cmnsi^ 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  which  wbs  r^ 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  set  tocus- 
mute  the  pension  heretofore  granted  to  IM^ 
ant  Alfred  Flournoy,"  reported  that  the  eomis^ 
had  considered  the  said  bill,  and  directed  hifl- 
report  the  same  without  amendment,  with  a  if 
ommendation  that  it  be  postponed  isdefisitti! 
The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  postpooess^ 
and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  resolution,  moved  yesterday  by  Mr.  (^ 
DicT,  for  calline  on  the  rosimaster  Geoos^ 
report  a  sytem  o?  equitable  compensation  to  F^ 
masters,  in  proportion  to*  the  oalureof  dieirdi^ 
was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Pluhbr,  from  the  Committee  <»  ^^ 
ciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  t^^ 
ate,  entitled  ''An  act  to  oontinQeiii  ibitethri<^ 
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jaceDt  territory,"  were  read,  and  concurred  in 
by  the  House. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  tor  the  better  organization 
of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  within 
the  District  of  Liouisiana,"  was  read,  and  con- 
curred in  by  the  House. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard 
Hightower,"  was  read  and  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill  of  this  House 
entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year 
1823,"  with  amendments,  in  which>  the  Senate 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  amendments  were  read  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  reported  their  agreement  to  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government,  for  the  year  1823,"  with  an  amend- 
ment; also,  their  agreement  to  the  one,  and  their 
disagreement  to  the  other,  of  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States,"  for  the  year  1823." 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
UaioD ;  whereupon,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  they  do  concur  in  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  makiog  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
CiOTernment,  for  the  year  1823,"  with  amend- 
ments ;  and  that  they  do  concur  in  the  first,  and 
disagree  to  the  second,  of  the  amendments  pro- 
posed by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  year  1823." 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  punishment  of  frauds  committed  on  the  Gov- 
ernment  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  the  third 
tine,  and  passed  as  amended. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  follow- 
ing titles,  viz  :•  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  rep- 
resentatives of  John  Donelson,  Thomas  Carr, 
u^d  others;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sleanor 
Lawrence;"  and,  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joshua 
Russell;"  which  were  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representa- 
tives of  John  Donelson,  Thomas  Carr,  and  others, 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole,  on  bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  fol- 
lowing titles,  to  wit :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
beirs  and  representatives  of  Alexander  Mont- 
gomery, deceased ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sam^ 
uei  H.  Walley  and  Henry  G.  Foster ;  An  act  for 
iii«  relief  of  Jacob  Babbit ;  An  act  forfthe  relief 
of  John  Byers ;  and  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Bbe- 


nezer  Stevens,  and  others ;  which  bills  were  all 
reported,  with  amendments  to  the  first  mentioned. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  bills: 
whereupon  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  H» 
Walley  and  Henry  G.  Foster,  and  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Jacob  Babbit,  were  severally  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Stevens,  and 
others,  was  then  amended,  at  the  Clerk's  table,, 
and  the  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed^ 
and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Byers,  was  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

The  amendments  reported  to  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  heirs  and  representatives  of  Alexander 
Montgomery,  deceased,  were  read,  and  concurred! 
in  by  the  House ;  and  the  amenaments  were  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third 
time  to-day.  ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  the  Clerk 
of  the  House  was  directed  to  employ  as  many 
clerks  as  mav  be  necessary  to  complete  the  enroll- 
ment of  the  bills,  within  a  reasonable  time,  and  to 
pay  them  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bills  of  the  Senate,  of  the  fol- 
lowing titles,  viz :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 
Seward  ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Purdy ; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Amos  Nichols ;  and  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
James  McClong,  deceased  ;  all  of  which  were  re- 
ported without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be 
severally  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles : 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Eleanor  Lawrence ;  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Russell;  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and  others,  with  an 
amendment ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jonn  Byers; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Purdy ;  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  James 
McClung,  deceased ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dan- 
iel Seward ;  An  act  granting  to  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama the  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  quarter 
sections  of  land,  with  amendments ;  and  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Amos  Nichols ;  were  severally 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the 
following  titles,  viz :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
uel Walker  and  others ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  Joseph  Wilcox ;  An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Alexander  Humphrey  and  Sylvester  Humphrey; 
An  act  for  the  rdiefof  Samuel  Hodgdon;  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  James  Morrison ;  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Robert  F.  Stockton  ;  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Edward  Evat;  and  An  act  to  enable  the 
proper  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  De* 

gartment  to  audit  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the 
iurveyor  of  Public  Lands  in  the  States  of  Illinois, 
Missouri.and  Territory  of  Arkansas.  The  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Edward  Evat  was  reported  with  an 
amendment ;  and  the  residue  of  said  bills  without 
amendment. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  bills : 
whereupon,  the  amendment  to  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  fiidward  Evat  was  read,  and  concurred  in 
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3.  Resolved,  That  theSecreUry  of  War  be  requested 
to  lay  before  the  Houie  of  Representatives,  daring  the 
first  week  of  its  next  session,  the  number  of  Bevolu- 
tionary  pensioners,  in  each  State,  then  on  the  pen- 
sion list 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  that  the  House  do  come  to 
the  following  resolution,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  Postmaster  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives be  appointed  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
other  officers  of  this  House  are  appointed,  whose  com- 
pensation shall  not  exceed  that  of  the  lowest  officer 
thereof;  to  commence  from  and  after  the  end  of  the 
present  session,  and  to  be  paid  by  the  Clerk  out  of  the 
contingent  fund. 

The  said  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the 
following  resolution : 

Reiolvedt  That  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  cause 
to  be  ascertained,  during  the  present  year,  the  limits 
and  extent  of  a  title '^^ granted  by  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment to  John  Filhiol,  in  the  parish  of  Ouachita,  and 
State  of  Louisiana,  and  report  the  same  to  this  House 
at  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

The  said  resolution  was  read,  and  the  rule  re- 
quiring it  to  lie  on  the  table  one  day  for  consider- 
ation being  dispensed  with,  the  question  was  taken 
to  agree  to  the  same,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Toe  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  granting  to  the  State  of  Alabama  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  quarter  sections  of 
land,''  were  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  bill, 
and,  having  amended  the  same,  ordered  the  amend- 
ment to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third 
lime  to-day. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affiiirs.  to  which  was 
referred  an  act  of  the  Parliament  or  Great  Britain, 
.passed  the  5th  of  August,  1822,  with  a  resolution, 
instructing  said  committee  to  inquire  whether  the 
said  act  violates  any  right  of  the  United  States : 
^nd  the  resolution  therein  submitted  being  read, 
^as.  on  the  question  being  put  thereon,  agreed  to 
hy  coe  House,  as  follows : 

Resobftdt  That  the  subject  be  referred  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  that  he  be  requested  to 
obtain,  by  negotiation  wiUi  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain,  auch  modifications  of  the  act  of  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  of  the  5th  Auguat,  1623,  as  may  re- 
move all  just  cause  of  complaint 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  this  House  of 
the  following  titles,  to  wit :  An  act  making  ap- 
propriations lor  the  support  of  Grovernment  for  the 
year  1823 ;  An  act  for  the  better  organization  of 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States  within  the 
district  of  Louisiana;  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Richard  Hightower ;  An  act  to  amend  an  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  further  to  regulate  the  entry  of 
merchandise  imported  into  the  United  States  irom 
My  adjacent  territory ;''  An  act  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 


States,  for  the  year  1823 ;  and  an  act  Tcsunf  a 
the  State  of  Virginia  the  right  of  ibe  UwUfi 
States  to  all  fines  assessed  for  noD-perfonsaDCf  d 
militia  duty,  during  the  late  war  with  GretiBm- 
ain,  within  said  State;  withamendmeDlstoeack 
in  which  the  Senate  ask  the  concurrence  of  ilm 
House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  i  repc^ 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompaDiei 
by  sundry  documents,  prepared  in  obedience  to  i^ 
resolution  adopted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cooe.oq  ttf 
8th  day  of  May,  1822,  directing  him  to  ivepan* 
and  lay  before  this  House,  "  a  sutement  sbowiGs 
the  amount  of  money  which  appears  to  have  sukk! 
to  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  or  its  Tretsmc 
in  every  bank  in  which  the  public  monej  has  bee: 
deposited,  at  the  end  of  each  quarter  siace  tbe  k- 
day  of  January,  1817 ;  distinguishing  betweeo  spe 
cial  and  general  deposites ;  a  particular  and  m- 
nute  account  of  each  transfer  of  the  public  moLfj 
from  one  bank  lo  another,  which  has  been  m^ 
within  the  aforesaid  period,  and  the  reasons  v^ 
motives  for  making  tne  same ;  a  detailed  aeccst 
of  the  special  deposites  that  have  been  madf  J. 
any  of  the  banks;  tbe  time  when  made;  tbe^r 
scription  of  the  notes  so  deposited,  and  tbem^^i 
for  making  the  same;  together  with  any  coatnc 
or  contracts  under  which  those  depositee  v^ 
made,"  which  report  and  statements  were  or^ 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  tiDsf 
wit :  An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  eouu^ 
"An  act  to  provide  for  reports  of  decisions  of  ^ 
Supreme  Court,''  passed  3d  March,  1817,wiib» 
amendment ;  An  act  supplementary  to  the  acL en- 
titled "An  act  to  designate  the  boundaries  of  i^ 
tricts,  and  establish  land  offices  for  the  disposa:^ 
the  public  lands  not  heretofore  ofiered  for  sale,  j^ 
the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana;  An  act  toesat- 
lish  a  national  armory  on  the  Western  wateR  «^ 
amendments ;  and  An  act  for  the  relief  of  tksei's 
of  Johnston  Blakeley;  were  severally  rea^^ 
third  time,  and  pasaed. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate,  ""graaUDf^ 
the  Washington  Library  a  copy  of  the  ja*^ 
documents,  laws,  and  journals,"  was  also  read » 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  »» 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriatto^H| 
the  support  of  Government,  for  the  year  1S4 
were  read,  and  committed  to  the  Commiuee  >ii 
the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  tbe  Senate  lop^ 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  vesting  in  the  Slate  oHc 
ginia  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  aU  ^ 
assessed  for  non-performance  of  militia  dotji  ^r 
ing  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  within  ^ 
State,''  were  read,  and  concurred  in  If  the  Hoc« 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  toi^ 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropnttioo'^ 
the  support  of  the  Navy,  for  tbe  year  1823,  ^^ 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  ^ 
bill,  entiUed  "An  act  to  amend  aa  ac^  enuuf. 
An  act  further  to  re|;ulate  the  entry  of  nieff»^ 
dise  imported  into  the  United  Sutea  fim ''' 
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idjaceDt  territory,"  were  read,  and  concurred  in 
)/  the  House. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
)ill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  better  organization 
)f  the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  within 
he  District  of  Louisiana,"  was  read,  and  con- 
;arred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
h11,  entitled  ^'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard 
lightower,"  was  read  and  concurred  in  by  the 
louse. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
hat  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House 
ntitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
Qilitary  service  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year 
823,"  with  amendments,  in  which  the  Senate 
isk  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  amendments  were  read  and  commit- 
^d  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
tate  of  the  Union. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
^e  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union;  and, 
fter  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
}se,  and  reported  their  agreement  to  the  amend- 
leats  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
covernment,  for  the  year  1823,"  with  an  amend- 
lent;  also,  their  agreement  to  the  one,  and  their 
isagreement  to  the  other,  of  the  amendments 
roposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
ct  making  appropriations  fbr  the  military  service 
f  the  United  States,"  for  the  year  1823." 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
tie  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
faioQ ;  whereupon,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  they  do  concur  in  the  amend- 
lents  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
r07ernment,  for  the  year  1823,"  with  amend- 
>eots;  and  that  they  do  concur  in  the  first,  and 
isagree  to  the  second,  of  the  amendments  pro- 
osed  by  the  Senate  to  the  billj  entitled  "An  act 
lakJQg  appropriations  for  the  military  service  of 
le  United  States,  for  the  year  1823." 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
ie  punishment  of  frauds  committed  on  the  Gov- 
nment  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  the  third 
tne,  and  passed  as  amended. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
te  Whole  on  bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  foUow- 
tg  titles,  viz :-  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  rep- 
^entatives  of  John  Donelson,  Thomas  Carr, 
nd  others ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sieanor 
•awrence;"  and,  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joshua 
•ussell;"  which  were  reported  without  amend- 
lent,  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representa- 
res  of  John  Donelson,  Thomas  Carr,  and  others, 
ere  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
le  Whole,  on  bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  fol- 
»wing  titles,  to  wit :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
eirs  and  representatives  of  Alexander  Mont- 
Qtnery,  deceased ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  San^ 
il  H.  Wallev  and  Henry  G.  Foster ;  An  act  ibr 
le  relief  of  Jacob  Babbit ;  An  act  forfthe  relief 
'  John  Byers ;  and  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Bbe- 


nezer  Stevens,  and  others ;  which  bills  were  all 
reported,  with  amendments  to  the  first  mentioned. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  bills: 
whereupon  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  H.. 
Walley  and  Henry  G.  Foster,  and  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Jacob  Babbit,  were  severally  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Stevens,  and 
others,  was  then  amended,  at  the  Clerk's  table^ 
and  the  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,, 
and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Byers,  was  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

The  amendments  reported  to  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  heirs  and  representatives  of  Alexander 
Montgomery,  deceased,  were  read,  and  concurred! 
in  by  the  House ;  and  the  amenaments  were  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third 
time  to-daj.  ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  the  Clerk 
of  the  House  was  directed  to  employ  as  many 
clerks  as  mav  be  necessary  to  complete  the  enroll- 
ment of  the  bills,  within  a  reasonable  time,  and  to 
pay  them  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bills  of  the  Senate,  of  the  fol- 
lowing titles,  viz :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 
Seward  ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Purdy ; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Amos  Nichols ;  and  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
James  McClung,  deceased  ;  all  of  which  were  re- 
ported without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be 
severally  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles : 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Eleanor  Lawrence ;  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Russell  3  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and  others,  with  an 
amendment ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jonn  Byers; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Purdy ;  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  James 
McClung,  deceased ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dan- 
iel Seward ;  An  act  granting  to  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama the  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  quarter 
sections  of  land,  with  amendments ;  and  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Amos  Nichols ;  were  severally 
read  a  third  time,  and  ]Missed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the 
following  titles,  viz :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
uel Walker  and  others ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  Joseph  Wilcox ;  An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Alexander  Humphrey  and  Sylvester  Humphrey; 
An  act  for  the  rSief  of  Samuel  Hodsdon;  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  James  Morrison ;  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Robert  F.  Stockton ;  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Edward  Evat ;  and  An  act  to  enable  the 
proper  accounting  oflicers  of  the  Treasury  De* 

gartment  to  audit  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the 
iurveyor  of  Public  Lands  in  the  States  of  Illinois, 
Missouri,  and  Territory  of  Arkansas.  The  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Edward  Evat  was  reported  with  an 
amendment ;  and  the  residue  of  said  bills  without 
amendment. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  bills : 
whereiipon,  the  amendment  to  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  fiidward  Evat  was  read,  and  concurred  in 
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hy  the  House ;  and  the  amendinent  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third 
time  tO'day. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Humphrey 
and  Sylvester  Humphrey  was  laid  on  the  table ; 
and  the  residue  of  the  said  bills  were  also  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

The  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Eleanor  Lawrence," 
and  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Russell," 
were  ordered  to  be  severally  read  a  third  time 
to-day. 

INDIAN  TRADING  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  Metcalfe,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  President's  com- 
munication and  accompanying  documents,  rela- 
tive to  the  execution  of  an  act  of  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  abolishing  th£  Indian  trading  estab- 
lishments, made  a  report  thereon,  which  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table.  The  report  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  President's  communication  and  accompany- 
ing do9ament8»  relative  to  the  execution  of  an  act  of 
the  last  session,  abolishing  the  Indian  trading  estab- 
lishment, have  had  the  same  under  consideration  ;  and 
lespectfully  submit  the  following  report : 

In  executing  the  act  refenrod  to,  it  appears  that 
Geofge  (iraham,  Esq.,  receiTcd  the  appointment  of 
superintendent,  in  the  place  of  Colonel  Thomas  L. 
McKenny;  and  an  agent  has  also  been  appointed, 
and  sent  to  each  of  the  trading-faoaseSf  with  instroe- 
tions  to  receive  from  the  former  agents  all  the  goods, 
and  other  property  on  hand,  and  tor  dispose  of  the 
same,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done,  having  a  due  regard 
to  the  public  interest. 

The  superintendent  and  agents  so  appointed,  it  is 
believed,  are  active,  intelligent  gentlemen,  of  unex- 
ceptionable charac^r,  and  suitable  qualifications.  In 
turning  over  the  merchandise  and  other  property  on 
hand,  at  the  several  trading-houses,  into  the  hands  of 
the  new  agents,  the  original  invoice  prices  are  charged 
to  the  GoTornment  Much  of  the  merchandise,  so 
charged,  consists  of  unsaleable,  damaged,  and. worth- 
less remnants  and  articles,  now  of  little  or  no  value. 
AH  the  debts  due  to  the  factories,  which  have  been 
created  and  not  collected,  by  the  former  agents,  and 
also  the  factory  buildings,  are  ehaiged  to  the  GefV- 
enunent. 

A.  B.  Lisdsley,  the  agent  appointed  to  settle  vp  the 
bvatoeas  of  the  (rading*house  at  Fort  Ohicago,  ^as 
performed  that  duty  with  fidelity,  and  has  relarned 
an  account  thereof;  which  is  herewith  presented  te 
the  House. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  whole  amount  of  all  the 
goods  and  other  property  at  this  establishment,  at  the 
rates  at  which  the  same  has  been  charged  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, is  $15,637  62.  A  great  portion  of  those 
goods  were  old,  unsaleable,  and  damaged,  and,  con- 
•equently,  when  sold,  there  was  an  average  loss  to  the 
Government  of  about  fifty-four  cents  to  the  dollar. 

The  whole  amount  of  loss  upon  the  merchandise, 
at  that  fiictory,  is  f  8,968  37}  An  additional  loss  will 
be  sustained  upon  debts  due  die  establishment,  which 
are  not  likely  to  be  collected.  This  is  the  only  trading- 
house  from  which  complete  returns  have  been  received. 
Persons  who  are  desirous  of  purchasing  the  goods  at 
Ike  Red  River  &ctory,  4fisr  to  pay  the  original  coat 
and  oarriage.    It  is  therefore  believed  that  no  lees 


upon  the  goods  received  at  that  trading-lumic  wiQ  be 
sustained  by  the  Government. 

In  winding  up  the  bunness  at  tbeChoctsv  tndiag- 
house,  a  very  considerable  loss  will  certainly  fail  opoi 
the  Government  (See  Mr.  Randall's  Betoro,  lai 
remarks  upon  Uie  Inventoiy.)  From  the  tatisMDytf 
Mr,  Hersey,  the  former  agent  at  that  pitce,  it  tppen 
that  not  more  than  one-third  of  the  debts  die  to  ik 
establishment  are  likely  to  be  collected.  The  vbak 
amount  of  debts  exceeds  $12^0;  and,  Iron  the  de- 
scription given  of  the  wretched  conditioa  of  tbe  so- 
chandise  on  hand,  a  great  loss  upon  the  lalea  ihietd 
may  be  readily  anticipated. 

The  committee  do  not  bring  into  question  tbe  p 
priety  of  stating  the  original  invoice  prices  of  tbegiwik 
as  per  inventory,  on  the  delivery  thereof  iototlMbiSiSi 
of  the  new  agents ;  -but  they  believe  that,  in  1 2sii 
settlement  of  the  accounts  between  the  Govemscs: 
and  the  former  conductors  of  the  trade,  the  sooce 
actually  realised,  from  the  sales  of  goods  and  propfit^ 
of  every  description,  will  be  the  only  fair  and  pnspc 
charge  in  ftivor  of  the  latter  against  the  former,  eict^ 
ler  property,  if  any,  destroyed  by  Indians,  danngilf 
late  war  ;  and  debts  due  from  the  Indians  to  the  ir 
toriee,  and  assumed  by  the  GovernmenL 

In  1806,  the  amount  of  capital  stock,  sctssUy  dnn 
from  the  Treasury,  induding  limner  appropntBEi 
was  $260,000.  On  the  third  of  March,  1809,  is  ae 
passed,  allowing  an  additional  appropriatioaof^.' 
000;  making,  in  all,  $300,000 — ^ten  thousand  of  vbi 
the  late  superintendent  states,  was  never  draws  ^ 
the  Treasury.  The  whole  amount,  therefore,  or  o^r 
tal  stock,  thus  vested  in  the  Indian  trade,  nest  be 
been  $290,000. 

The  law  positively  requires,  that  the  "pn£»  ^ 
goods  supplied  to,  and  to  be  purchased  by,  thelote 
shall  be  regulated  in  such  manner,  that  the  a^ 
stock  shall  not  be  diminished." 

The  auperintendent  aad  his  deiks,  the  ageoa  isi 
salnagents,  received  annually  for  their  serticec  t& 
out  of  the  trading  fund,  but  directly  fironi  the  fwxfl 
about  $ftO,aOO.  This  cum,  with  the  interest  tkfl^ 
upon,  md  the  intereat  upon  the  capital  stock,  «^ 
it  is  believed,  wiU  be  equal,  in  all,  to  betwees  i^ 
and  forty  thousand  dollars  anniiaUy,  ii  ealirelylBiito 
the  Government. 

The  ninth  section  of  an  act  of  18U,  to  ngoiik'^, 
Indian  trade,  provides,  that  the  superioteadeBt  ^ 
purchase  such  goods  as  may  be  required,  for  I^ 
annuities,  for  treaties,  and  for  presents,  and  tni0i| 
the  same  to  the  proper  places.  And  itappeaiifi^ 
goods  furnished  by  the  factories  to  Indian  tftn^  ^". 
the  purposes  aforesaid,  were  not  limited  at  cost  i:^ 
carriage,  but  charged  to  the  Cbvemmtat,  at  the  tm 
rates,  ai  if  they  had  been  odd  to  the  Indians;  bi?>^ 
an  advance,  (according  to  instructions  fiveo  *<^ 
fiictory,)  of  60}  to  I0»  per  cent ;  add  as  high  ^^ 
per  cent,  for  goods  of  inlbrior  quality;  and  tbs «*^ 
amount,  so  chained,  actually  drawn  itom  ths  '^^^^ 
This  appears  to  be  a  considerable  advince  H  r 
Government  for  merchandise  purchased  with  its  ^ 
capital*    It  is  aaid,  diat  the  eondacters  of  the  b^ 


*The  advance  upon  goods  here  spokea  of;  ** 
charged  upon  factory  goods,  purdhased  with  th«  ^ 
ding  fund,  aad  not  upon  those  soppKed  hj  the  ^P>^ 
itttemlant,  under  ordeis  from  the  Seentaiy  of  V^ 
for  the  same  pnrposas,  and  paid  for  oat  of  tktnx 
afiptopriated  for  the  ladiaa  D^panmant* 
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roposes  to  add  a  third  sectioa  to  the  said  bill,  to 
rhich  the  Commiltee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
f  the  Union  reported  their  disagreement,  and 
Bssed  in  the  affirmative.  And  so  ail  the  amend- 
leots  to  the  said  bill  were  concurred  in  by  the 
[oQse. 

CLOSING  BUSINESS. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
ill,  entitled  ''An  act  making  appropriations  for 
le  public  buildings,"  was  then  read;  and  the 
aestion  was  taken,  will  the  House  concur  with 
ke  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
^nioQ  in  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amend- 
teDtl  and  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
The  non-concurrence  with  the  Committee  of 
le  Whole  in  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amend- 
icnt,  was  decided  by  the  Speaker  as  equivalent 
)the  affirmative  of  a  question  to  concur  therein. 
Lodso  the  said  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
FTBE United  States,  as  follows: 

""oiktHotut  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  pur- 
aance  of  ^  resolution  of  that  House,  of  the  30th  Jan- 
iry  last,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  con- 
lining  the  information  required  in  relation  to  the 
nosactioDs  of  the  Commiisioners  under  the  6th  and 
tb  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent ;  and  also  as  to  the 
Beuorei  which  have  been  taken  under  the  4th  article 
fthe  treaty  with  Spain,  of  the  32d  of  February,  1810, 
<it  fixing  the  boundary  line  described  in  the  3d  article 
f  the  lut  mentioned  treaty. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WiBBiveToir,  Feb.  36,  1823. 

The  Message  and  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
iut  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  this  House  of 
lie  following  titles^  to  wit :  An  act  to  carry  into 
Sect  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  concluded  be- 
R^eea  the  United  States  and  Spain,  the  twenty- 
KOQd  February,  1819 ;  and  An  act  to  authorize 
^e  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to 
Kmit  the  instalments  due  on  certain  lots  in  Shaw- 
KtowD^  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  with  amend- 
j^ts;  m  which  the  Senate  ask  the  concurrence 
fthis  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
ul;  entitled  "An  act  to  carry  into  effect  the  ninth 
rticle  of  the  treaty  concluded  between  the  United 
lates  and  Spain,  the  22d  February,  1819,"  were 
^A  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 
The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
%  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Commis- 
o&er  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  remit  the  in- 
'^Iments  due  on  certain  lots  in  Shawneetown,  in 
restate  of  Illinois,"  were  read,  and  concurred 
*  Ijy  the  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
^  Whole,  on  bills  from  the  Senate,  entitled  An 
ct  coDceminff  the  lands  to  be  granted  to  the  State 
Missouri,  for  the  purposes  of  education,  and 
tber public  uses;  An  act  to  authorize  the  pur- 
^3se  of  a  number  of  copies  of  the  sixth  volume  of 
JicUws  of  the  United  States;  An  act  for  the 
'faction  of  a  monument  over  the  tomb  of  Elbridge 


Gerry,  late  Vice  President  of  the  United  States; 
An  act  for  the  accommodation  of  the  circuit  court 
of  the  United  States  for  Washington  county,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  the  preservation 
of  the  records  of  said  court ;  An  act  to  amend  an 
act,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and 
titles  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,"  approved 
the8th<of  May,  1822;  and  An  act  for  clearing 
and  improving  certain  roads  for  the  purpose  of 
facilitatmg  the  transportation  of  the  United  States 
mail.  The  bill- concerning  the  lands  to  be  granted 
to  the  State  of  Missouri,  for  the  purposes  of  educa- 
tion, and  other  public  uses,  was  reported  with 
amendments,  and  the  residue  of  said  bills  without 
amendment. 

The  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for 
ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  knd  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Florida,"  approved  the  8th  of  May, 
1822.  was  laid  on  the  table;  and  the  residue  of 
the  bills  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  without  amendment,  were  severally  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

The  amendments  reported  from  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to  the  bill  concerning;  the  lands  to 
be  granted  to  the  State  of  Missouri,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  education  and  other  public  uses,  were 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  were 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  to  be  read  a 
third  time  to-day. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  this  House  of 
the  following  titles,  to  wit :  An  act  providing  for 
the  examination  ol  the  titles  to  land  in  that  part 
of  Louisiana  situated  between  the  Rio  Hondo 
and  the  Sabine  river :  An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  certain  fortifications  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  1823 ;  and  An  act  to  discontinue  cer- 
tain post  roads,  and  to  establish  others;  with 
amendments.  The  Senate  have,  also,  passed  the 
joint  resolution  ^'  to  direct  the  withholding  the 
salaries  of  certain  prize  agents,"  also  with  amend- 
ments; in  all  which  amendments  they  ask  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
certain  fortifications  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  1823,"  were  read,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
joint  resolution  to  direct  the  withholding  the  sal- 
aries of  certain  prize  agents,  was  read,  and  con- 
curred in  by  the  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  discontinue  certain 
post  roads,  and  to  establish  others,"  were  read, 
and  concurred  in  by  the  HodSe. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  exam- 
ination of  the  titles  to  land  in  that  part  of  Louis- 
iana situated  between  the  Rio  Hondo  and  the 
Sabine  river,"  were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles, 
to  wit : 

An  act  concerning  the  lands  to  be  granted  to 
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the  State  of  Missoari,  for  the  pairposes  of  edaca- 
tion,  and  other  public  uses^  with  amendments ; 

An  act  for  the  erection  of  a  monament  orer 
the  tomb  of  filbridge  Qerry,  late  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States ; 

An  act  for  clearing  and  improving  certain  roads 
for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  transportation 
of  the  United  States  mail; 

An  act  providing  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  Washing- 
ton countyr,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for 
the  nreservation  of  the  records  of  said  court ; 
and  An  act  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  a  number 
of  copies  of  the  sixth  volume  of  the  Laws  of  the 
United  States ;  were  severally  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  House  f  esolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  the 
agreement  of  the  Committee' of  the  Whole  to  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  ''An  act  making  appropriations  for  certain 
fortifications  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
1823." 

The  amendments  were  then  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  amending,  and  supplementary  to,  the  act  for 
ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Florida,  and  to  provide  for  the  survey 
and  disposal  of  the  public  lands  in  Florida,"  with 
amendments,  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

The  amendments  were  read,  and  concurred  in 
by  the  House. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate, ''  directing 
the  printing  of  the  Journal  of  Congress  from  the 
5th  of  September,  1774^  to  the  3d  of  November. 
1786 ;"  and  the  same  havinff  been  amended,  and 
read  a  third  time  on  the  26tE  ultimo,  the  question 
was  taken.  Shall  it  pass  ?  And  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affaits,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Militia,  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, the  Committee  on  the  PuUic  Buildings,  and 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands^  respectively, 
were  discharged  from  the  further  coaaideration  of 
the  several  matters  and  things  to  them  referred 
during  the  present  session,  and  upon  which  they 
have  not  reported  to  the  Hottse. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infotmed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  amendment  proposed 
by  this  House  to  the  joint  resolution  directing  the 
printing  of  the  Journal  of  Conffress,  from  the  5th 
September,  1774,  to  the  3d  of  Pfcvember,  1786. 

The  Houve  proceeded  to  reconsider  their  said 
amendment ;  whereupon  it  was  resolved,  that  this 
House  doth  insist  on  their  said  amendment. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  this  House  to  the  joint  i 


resolution,  ^  directing  the  muting  the  Joortils  c 
Congress,  from  the  5th  of  September,  1774,  lot: 
3d  November,  1786." 

The  House  then  again  proceeded  to  recoBrii 
their  amendment  to  the  said  resolution;  whs* 
upon  it  was  resolved,  that  this  House  do  sibe 
to  their  said  amendment.  And  so  the  said  nx 
lution  was  lost 

And  the  House  adjourned. 


Mo  NO  AT,  March  3. 

Mr.  SxBOBANT,  from  the  Comnaittee  tppcJiH 
on  the  memorial  of  the  administimtoi^  od  Uie  ^ 
tate  of  John  H.  Piatt,  deceased,  made  a  fiTcxj 

Xt  thereon ;  which  was  ordered  to  li«  on  ii 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blacklbdos,  the  C^eiu 
sioner  of  the  Public  Buildian  was  ordered  t3»< 
nish  such  of  the  rooms  in  tie  centre  buildicf  i 
shall  be  finished,  for  the  reception  of  the  CoDtf 
tees  of  the  Eignteenth  CongreBs^  and  the  lif- 
tional  rooms  for  the  Clerk's  department ;  as:  3C 
the  necessary  expense  be  paid  out  of  the  eootxfS 
fund  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Cooke  submitted  the  following  resolci^: 

Rt96hed,  That  th«  President  of  the  UaitnS  .%i 
be  teqoestcd  to  infivrm  this  Hoose,  at  an  etiH 
of  the  next  session  of  CongreM,  whether  aaj 
or  members  of  the  present  or  of  the  eneainf 
are,  or  have  been,  coaeeined,  either  dirccth  e?  \sat 
rectly,  in  contracts  entered  into  with  aay  «/  tb*  Ii^ 
partmeats  of  Oo^emment ;  dso,  whether  aay  vatsu* 
are  in  arrears  to  the  Governaaent. 

The  said  resolution  being  read — 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  that  the  rule  which  req&ff, 
resolutions  calling  on  the  President  or  anr  Ep- 
cutive  Department  of  the  Qovemment  to  I^  3 
the  table  one  day  for  consideration,  be  ssjpesi^ 
in  this  particular  case. 

On  tne  question.  Shall  the  said  rule  be<Q5;&*- 
ed  ?  It  vras  determined  in  the  negative ;  tt^  Q> 
resolution  vras  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of.  Mr.  Hill,  it  was  ordered  uit:  > 
committee  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  Boat 
jointly  with  such  committee  as  may  be  appois^ 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  upon  the  V^sr 
dent  of  the  United  States,  and  notily  bio  ^ 
unless  he  may  have  other  communication?  tc  sdi 
to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  they  are  resifr^ 
adjourn.  Mr.  Hill  and  Mr.  Coldex  wtff  >f 
pointed  of  the  said  committee  on  the  part  rf  ^ 
House. 

Mr.  HilL|  of  Maine,  submitted  for  considenai 
the  following  resolution : 

Eetohfed,  That  the  thanks  of  the  H 
to  the  Hon.  P.  P.  BABBooBtfor  the  proaaptitadei 
uky,  and  ability,  with  which  he  has  admiiiiitei*^' 
duties  of  the  Chair  during  the  preeoBt  leMina. 

Mr.  ALLBif,  of  Massachusetts,  suggestpd' 
insertion  of  the  word  ^' impartiaJity,"  sfw* 
word  '*  assiduity  f*  to  which  amendment  Mr.  B^ 
assented.  Thus  modiied,  the  resolotioa  ** 
unanimously  agreed  to. 
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REORGANIZATION  OP  THE  COURTS. 

Mr.  Plumeb,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Tommittee  on  the  Judiciary,  who  were  instructed 

0  inqnire  ''  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  al- 
erations  are  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  organi- 
Ation  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  so  as 
ttore  equally  to  extend  their  advantages  to  the 
ereral  States  f^  and  to  whom  was  also  referred 
he  memorial  of  the  Legi^atore  of  the  State  of 
odiana  upon  the  same  subject,  made  a  report 
hereon  adverse  to  making  the  alterations  suggest- 
d ;  which  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

It  is  as  follows: 

The  number  of  new  States  admitted  into  the  Unitn 
bee  the  Federal  Judiciary  trai  first  egtablisbed,  and 
^  natural  increase  of  buaineas  both  in  the  old  and 
icw  States,  render,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
ome  change,  at  no  very  distant  period,  in  the  organi- 
ition  of  the  eonrts  of  the  United  States,  highly  ezpe- 
lent,  if  not  eesential  to  the  due  execution  of  the 
iws. 

The  Jadiciaty  ayslem  of  the  United  States,  as'erig- 
Btlly  established,  coneiated  of  one  Suprame  CouYt,  six 
ireait  oonrte,  and  thtiteen  dlsltiet  courts.  The  dis- 
riet  court  was  held  by  one  judge  in  eaeh  diMtriet;  the 
ircoit  court  was  foxmed  by  the  union  of  the  district 
odge  with  one  or  more  of  the  judges  of  the  suprame 
sort ;  and  the  Supreme  Court  itself  was  com  posed  of 
.  chief  justice  and  fiTe  associate  judges.  The  num- 
er  of  the  district  courts  has  since  been  increased  to 
renty -seven,  by  the  admission  of  new  States  into  the 
Jnion,  or  the  division  of  the  old  ones  into  separate 
istricts;  there  being  two  district  courts  in  New 
fork,  two  Hi  Peniisyhrania,  two  in  Tirgioia,  and  one 

1  each  of  the  other  States.  By  an  aut  of  Congress, 
aned  Febmary  la,  1801,  the  UaitM  States  Were  di- 
ided  iato  six  eircnits,  with  a  dreait  eouit  in  each, 
oQsiatiav  of  three  judges,  who  were  to  hold  two  teraie 
year  in  eaeh  district,  aad  were  invested  with  the  safUe 
eneial  powen  aad  jurisdidieB  as  the  fonaer  circuit 
ourCs  peeseoeed.  By  the  same  act,  the  sessions  of  the 
iepreme  Ceurt  were,  in  ftitare,  to  be  faoldea  twice  a 
ear,  at  the  city  of  Wariiinglea ,  the  judges  were  no 
mger  required  to  eit  in  the  circuit  courts ;  and  their 
umber,  on  the  death  or  resignation  of  the  judges  then 
n  the  baaoh,  was  ta  be  reduced  to  five.  On  the  8th 
f  Mardi.  1908,  this  act  was  repealed,  aad  the  fotaier 
Fstem  was  Maloced.    On  the  Mlh  of  February,  1807, 

aew  ctroifit  was  formed  in  the  Western  couatiy, 
nbracing  the  Slates  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and 
^bio;  and  the  number  of  the  judges  of  Ihe  Supresse 
loait  was  increased  to  seven.  Slaee  that  tiaie^  six 
sw  States  have  been  admitted  into  the  UmoB  Ihm 
le  West  aleas;  end  one  has  been  cresfted  in  the 
«Bt,  fay  the  aeparation  of  Maine  fiom  Massachusetts. 
'lOBa  the  extent  of  the  eoustry,  the  aumbor  of  the 
latea,  and  tile  increasing  mass  «f  business  coiietantiy 
epending  in  the  circuit  ooarts,  it  was  obviously  in- 
ooaiUa  fyt  ssrvan  judges  to  hold  two  courts  annually 
I  eaeh  of  the  twenty-seven  judicial  districts,  into 
rhidi  the  United  States  (exclusive  of  the  Terrftories) 
re  BOW  divided.  The  judges  of  the  Supveme  Court 
ava  not,  tiieiaftre,  beea  requirsd  by  law  to  go  into 
^e  new  Weat«n  States ;  and  there  are,  accordingly, 
o  circuit  oourts  holden  in  Louisiana,  Insane,  Mis- 
■sippi,  IlUoois,  Alabama,  and  Missouri,  nor  in  the 
'erri tones  of  Michigan,  Arkansas,  aad  Florida.  In 
ach  of  thsee  Statee  aad  Tercttoriee,  the  district  eoort 


is  vested  with,  and  exercises,  the  jurisdiction  of  a  cir- 
cuit court  of  the  United  States. 

The  preceding  statement  may  be  considered  as  pre- 
senting a  hasty  outline  of  the  principal  features  of  the 
Federal  Judiciary,  with  the  most  important  changes 
it  has  successively  undergone,  but  without  pretending 
to  notice  its  minuter  variations. 

It  is  underitood  by  the  committee  that  those  States 
which,  under  the  present  arrangements,  are  deprived 
of  the  benefits  of  a  circuit  court,  are  desirous,  for 
reasons  not  deemed  necessary  here  to  be  enumerated, 
that  such  alterations  should  be  made  in  the  existing 
system  as  would  extend  to  them  the  advaatages  en- 
joyed by  the  States  where  such  oeurts  exist.  This 
desire  of  the  new  States  to  be  placed  upon  a  footing 
of  equality  with  the  old,  in  la^iect  to  their  judicial 
eetablishments,  so  far  as  these  depend  upon  the  United 
Statee,  appears  to  the  committee  just  and  reasonable. 
Nor  are  there  wanting  obvious  reasons  of  interest  and 
of  polky,  operating  equally  upon  the  Oovernment  and 
the  people,  in  all  parts  of  the  Union,  in  favor  of  plac- 
ing the  courts-  of  the  United  States,  Wherever  they 
exist,  upon  the  moit  respectable  footing ;  and  of  giv- 
ing them,  in  every  Section  of  the  country,  in  the  West 
as  well  as  in  the  Bast,  the  lerm  and  the  facilities  ^hidi 
may,  in  each  case,  enable  them  best  to  answer  the  im- 
portant objects  of  their  original  institution.  For  this 
purpose,  three  difierent  plans  have  occurred  to  the 
committee  as  among  the  means  Qiost  likely  to  efiect 
this  desirable  object : 

1.  To  increase  the  number  of  circuits  to  nine,  and 
add  two  mors  judges  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

S.  To  estaUish  dreuit  courts  throughout  the  United 
Slates,  upon  a  plan  similar  te  that  adopted  in  1801, 
but  with  such  modifieations  ae  may  be  found  expe- 
dient; and  to  provide  te  the  evei^nal  reduction  of 
the  number  of  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  five. 

3.  To  estabhsh  two  chrcuit  courts  in  the  Western 
States,  vrith  the  same  general  powers  and  jurisdiction 
as  are  now  possessed  bj  the  circuit  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  which  (as  in  other  dreuits)  an  appeal 
should  lie  from  Uie  district  courts,  and  Uienee,  under 
the  ordinary  limitafetons^  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

Eaeh  of  these  plaas  pomesses  seme  advaatages  over 
the  others,  and  is,  at  the  same  time,  liable  to  some 
obgectioBS. 

1st.  In  the  final  decision  *  of  judicial  questions,  a 
small  number  of  judges,  qualified  for  their  station  as 
those  of  the  United  States  will,  we  may  hope,  always 
be,  are  likely  to  proseeate  their  legal  inquiries  more 
thoroughly,  come  to  more  eorrsct  conclusions,  and  act 
with  greater  impartiality,  uniformity,  and  despatch, 
than  a  numerous,  and  consequently  discordant,  body 
can  be  presumed  always  to  do.  In  this  respect,  it  is 
believed  that  the  number  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  as  now  constituted,  la  sufficiently  large  (if,  in- 
deed) it  be  not  already  too  great)  for  the  convenient 
despatch  of  the  important  buainess  which  comes  yearly 
before  it. 

2d.  With  respect  to  the  sscond  proposition,  it  may 
be  remarked,  that  a  similar  aystem  having  been  once 
adopted,  and  subsequently  abandoned,  its  re-enact- 
ment would  probably  be  opposed,  at  least  till  other 
expedients,  promising  more  favorable  results,  shall 
have  been  first  tried. 

3d.  The  mstitution  of  two  new  circuits  In  the 
Western  States,  with  one  judge  in  each,  who,  sitting 
successively  with  the  district  judges  in  their  several 
districts,  should  form  the  circuit  court  for  those  dis- 
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tricta,  would,  it  is  believed,  obviate  many  of  the  incon- 
▼eniencea  arising  fit>in  the  present  organization  of  the 
courts  in  that  part  of  the  IJnion ;  and  the  same  ar- 
rangement, if  found  on  trial  to  answer  the  purposes 
designed  by  it,  might,  as  circumstances  required,  be 
extended  to  other  sections  of  the  country,  and  thus 
lead,  finally,  to  the  adoption  of  one  uniform  system  of 
circuit  courts  throughout  the  United  States.  For  the 
purposes  of  the  present  ezpertmenti  Indiana,  Illinois, 
and  Missouri  might  be  conveniently  formed  into  one 
circuit ;  and  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama  into 
another. 

Without  going  at  all  into  the  details  of  these  sev- 
eral plans,  or  even  eipressing  any  decided  opinion  in 
favor  of  either  of  them,  the  committee,  in  obedience  to 
the  commands  of  the  House  to  report  on  tlua  subject, 
have  thought  proper  to  present  it,  at  this  time,  in  its 
present  form,  not  with  m  view  to  Uie  adoption,  at  this 
session,  of  any  decisive  measures  in  relation  to  m  de- 
partment of  the  Government  so  important  as  that  of 
the  Judiciary,  but  in  hopes  that  the  subject  may  at- 
tract the  attention  of  the  country  generally,  and  of 
those  parts  of  it,  in  particular,  which  are  more  imme- 
diately concerned  in  its  investigation ;  and  that  the 
next  Congress  may  be  prepared,  at  an  early  period,  to 
decide  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  changes  are 
necessary  in  the  organisation  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  to  enable  them  more  effectually  to 
attain  the  objects  for  which  they  were  originally  in- 
stituted. 

The  memorial  from  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  re- 
quests either  that  Congress  would  organixe  a  new  cir- 
cuit, of  which  that  State  should  form  a  part ;  or  that 
she  may  be  attached  to  the  Western  circuit  consist- 
ing, at  present,  of  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee. 
The  first  of  these  requests  would  be  substantially  com- 
plied with  by  the  adoption  of  either  of  the  above  plans 
suggested  by  the  committee.  The  other  alternative 
presented  by  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  is  attended 
with  some  difficulty.  There  is,  at  present,  but  one 
judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  Weatem  States; 
and  it  is  understood  by  the  committee  that  the  terms 
which  he  is  now  by  law  required  to  hold,  together 
with  his  attendance,  annually,  at  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
menty  as  a  member  of  the  Supreme  Court,  occupy  his 
time  and  attention  so  exclusively,  as  to  render  it  im- 
proper that  any  additional  duties  should  be  imposed 
upon  him. 

The  committee,  therefore,  ask  to  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  and  memo- 
rial referred  to  them  by  the  House. 

CLOSE  OF  THE  SESSION. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  that  the  House  do  come  to 
the  following  resolution : 

Resohedf  That  three  members  of  this  House,  with 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Buildings,  cause  the 
room  to  be  arranged  in  such  manner  as  they  may 
judge  best  suited  to  the  public  business. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanied 
with  sundry  statements  in  relation  to  allowances 
made  to  registers  and  receivers  of  land  offices,  for 
clerk  hire,  office  rent,  transmission  of  public 
moneys,  office  furniture  dbe.^  since  the  20th  of 
April,  1816,  rendered  in  obedience  to  the  resolu- 


tion of  the  19th  ultimo  j  which  letter  tad  ^Xi 
ments  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  theE  j 
that  the  Senate  have  concurred  in  the  resoli.ja 
for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  ic  it 
on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  aad  &?l- 
him  that,  unless  he  may  have  other  coauBtc^iii 
tions  to  make  to  the  two  Houses  of  Coagress,;:? 
are  ready  to  adjourn ;  and  they  have  appose t 
committee  on  their  part. 

Mr.  Hill,  from  the  joint  committee  la^i  za 
tioned,  reported  that  the  committee  bad  wiiMi 
the  Presiaent  of  the  United  States,  and  itimA 
him  that,  unless  he  might  have  other  comiDsi-a 
rfons  to  make  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress.'^ 
are  ready  to  adjourn;  and  that  they  i&x>il 
from  the  President  for  answer,  that  he  had&c  > 
ther  communications  to  make  to  Congress. 

It  was  then  ordered,  that  a  message  bea^i 
the  Senate,  to  inform  that  body  that  this  Eq 
having  completed  the  legislative  bosioessbt' 
it,  is  now  ready  to  adjourn ;  and  that  tht  0 
do  ffo  with  the  said  message. 

The  Clerk  having  delivered  the  said  bksssi 
and  being  returned^- 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Seoatf  ei* 
fyinff  the  House  that  the  Senate,  having  cob; 
tne  Legislative  business  before  them,  are  rak, 
by  an  adjournment,  to  close  the  present  sesb- 
Cfongress. 

And  thereupon — 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  Barbocr)  rose  froa  3 
Chair,  and  addiessed  the  House  as  follows 

To  receive  the  approbation  of  oar  oonntiy  6i>'' 
times  the  highest  reward  which  can  bebcstovei  ^ 
a  citiaen  in  the  poblie  serrice  ;  to  noetve  the  «zi^ 
sion  of  that  approbation  from  the  represcataimf  ^ 
the  people,  with  whom  it  hts  been  mj  fintoof  '^  ^ 
giTos  to  it«  in  my  estiasstion,  an  increased  ieptt^ 
interest ;  but  when,  in  addition  to  this,  I  naSxi  t^ 
this  is  the  second  occasion  in  which  I  hannce^ 
this  high  mark  of  confidence  from  the  stne  H«8^  ^ 
Representatives ;  fromrgentlemea  with  whosk  k^ 
successive  sessions,  I  have  been  assodsted  ifl  H^ 
tion ;  it  inspires  me  with  the  deepest  sense  o^  r* 
tude.  I  have  nothing  to  ofier  yon  but  mj  sa*" 
thanks  in  return  lor  this  renewed  svideaeecf.^ 
good  opinion,  ss  well  ss  for  the  kind  indalgescc"^ 
which  you  have  supported  me  in  thedischsige*^'^ 
official  duties.  There  an  few  stations  in  dvii^" 
a  character  either  more  important  or  more  diffics^  ^ 
that  of  the  presiding  officer  of  this  House.  Otj^ 
deliberations  essentially  depend  the  prosperity  af  ^ 
extensive  and  extending  Confederal.  In  their  p^r* 
the  most  noTsI  and  perplexing  questions  are  fteqaez? 
presented  for  the  instantaneous  decaion  ofyovr  Spe«|c 
and  the  duties  which,  in  general,  ^>pertsin  to  his  co^ 
involve,  in  themselves,  the  higlwst  degrea  of  rop^ 
bility.  In  such  s  situation  to  be  able  to  car^ 
success,  is  the  attribute  of  no  man;  to  esdo^* 
deserve  it,  is  within  the  reach  of  all;  thst  endcf^^ 
am  conscious  of  having  earnestly  msde ;  mbA,^ ' 
plessure  arising  from  that  consciousness,  the  ms^, 
which  you  have  just  passed,  adds  the  gtMiitc^^^ 
believing  that  my  oflbrts,  in  this  respect,  ha^^ 
been  altogether  fruitless. 

We  sre  now,  gentlemen,  about  to  close  ikf  1*^ 
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e  Seventeenth  Congress.  I  trust  that,  upon  a 
w  of  its  measures,  it  will  be  found  by  our  constit- 
i  that,  however  we  maj  have  differed  in  opinion 
lation  to  the  means,  we  have  all  had  in  view  one 
,  one  common  end — the  promotion  of  the  gene- 
elfare. 

e  are  soon,  gentlemen,  about  to  separate  ;  many 


of  you,  perhaps,  I  may  never  meet  again.  May  yon 
long  live  to  enjoy  the  rewards  of  your  past  service, 
and  to  render  others  to  a  grateful  country. 

A  motion  was  then  made^  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn,  and  the  question  being  put,  it  was 
carried  in  the  affirmatire;  and  thereupon,  the 
Speaker  adjourned  the  House  sine  die. 
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[SECOND   SESSION.] 

[PRISING  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  DOCUMENTS  ORIGINATING  DURING  THAT  CON- 
GRESS, AND  THE  PUBLIC  ACTS  PASSED  BY  IT. 


CONVENTION  WITH  FRANCE. 

merits  acampanyinff  the  Mestage  of  the  PrmdeiU 
the  United  States  to  both  Houses^  at  the  com- 
mcemerU  of  the  Second  Seaeion  of  the  Seventeenth 
mgreee — December  3,  1822. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

IT  TBE  PRE8IBBNT  OF  THB  DMITBD  STATES. 

/"bereas,  bv  the  second  section  of  an  act  of 
igress  of  the  6th  of  May  last,  entitled  ''  An 
in  addition  to  the  act  concerning  navigation, 
also  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  deputy 
pctors,''  it  is  provided,  that,  in  the  event  of  the 
lature  of  any  treaty  or  convention  concerning 
navigation  or  commerce  between  the  United 
les  and  France,  the  President  of  the  United 
tes,  if  he  should  deem  the  same  expedient,  may 
)eQd,  by  proclamation,  until  the  end  of  the 
t  session  of  Congress,  the  operation  of  the 
enlitled  ''  An  act  to  impose  a  new  tonnage 
{ OQ  French  ships  and  vessels,  and  for  other 
poses ;"  and  also  to  suspend,  as  aforesaid,  all 
'r  duties  on  French  vessels,  or  the  goods  im- 
ed  in  the  same,  which  may  exceed  the  duties 
American  vessels,  and  on  similar  goods  im- 
fd  in  the  same;  and  whereas  a  convention  of 
■gatioQ  and  commerce  between  the  United 
les  of  America  and  his  Majesty  the  King  of 
Dce  and  Navarre,  has  this  day  been  duly 
>ed,  by  John  ftuincy  Adams,  Secretary  of 
te,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  by 
Baron  Hyde  de  Neoyille,  Envoy  Extraordi- 
i  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  France, 
the  part  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  which 
vention  is  in  the  words  following : 

^ton  of  Navigation  and  Commerce  hettDeen  the 
kited  Stales  of  America  and  His  Meyesiy  the 
ling  of  France  and  Navarre, 

'he  United  States  of  America  and  His  Ma- 
y  the  King  of  France  and  Navarre,  being  de- 
>as  of  settling  the  relations  of  navigation  and 
imeroe  between  their  respective  nations,  by  a 
>I>prary  convention  reciprocally  beneficial  and 
siactory,  and  thereby  of  leading  to  a  more  per- 
nent  and  oompfehea^ive  avfungemeilt,  have 


remectively  furnished  their  full  powers  in  manner 
following,  that  is  to  say :  The  President  of  the 
United  States  to  John  QAiincy  Adams,  their  Sec- 
retary of  State ;  and  His  Most  Christian  Majesty, 
to  the  Baron  Hyde  de  Neuvill&  Knight  of  the 
Royal  and  Military  Order  of  St.  Louis,  Comman- 
der of  the  Legion  of  Honor,  Grand  Cross  of  the 
Royal  American  Order  of  Isabella  the  Catholic, 
his  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary near  the  United  States ;  who,  after  ex- 
changing their  full  powers,  have  agreed  on  the 
following  articles: 

Article  1.  Articles  of  the  growth,  produce,  oc 
manufacture  of  the  United  States,  imported  into 
France  in  vessels  of  the  United  States,  shall  pay 
an  additional  duty,  not  exceeding  twenty  francs 
per  ton  of  merchandise,  over  and  above  the  duties 
paid  on  the  like  articles,  also  of  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manufacture,  of  the  United  States,  wnen 
imported  in  French  vessels. 

Art.  2.  Articles  of  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manufacture  of  France,  imported  into  the  United 
States  in  French  vessels,  sball  pay  an  additional 
duty,  not  exceeding  three  dollars  and  seventy-five 
cents  per  ton  of  merchandise  over  and  above  the 
duties  collected  upon  the  like  articles,  also  of  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  France,  when 
imported  in  vessels  of  the  United  States. 

Art.  3.  No  discriminating  duty  shall  be  levied 
upon  the  productions  of  the  soil  or  industry  of 
France,  imported  in  French  bottooks  into  the 
ports  of  the  United  States  for  transit  or  re-expor- 
tation 'y  nor  shall  any  such  duties  be  levied  upon 
the  productions  of  the  soil  or  industry  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  imported  in  vessels  of  the  United  Staites 
into  the  ports  of  France  for  transit  or  re-exportar 
tion. 

Art.  4.  The  following  quantities  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  forming  the  ton  of  merchandise  for 
each  of  the  articles  hereinafter  specified : 

Wines,  four  61  gallon  hogsheads,  or  244  gal- 
lons of  231  cubic  inches,  American  measure. 

Brandies,  and  all  other  liquids,  244  ffaUoos. 

Silks  ana  all  other  dry  goods,  and  all  other  ar- 
ticles usually  subject  to  measurement,  42  cubic 
feet,  French,  in  France,  and  50  cubic  feet,  Ame- 
rican measure,  in  the  United  States. 
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Cotton,  804  pounds  avoirdupois,  or  365  kilo- 
grammes. 

Tobacco,  1,600  pounds  avoirdupois,  or  725  kilo- 
grammes. 

Ashes,  ]X)t  and  pearl,  2,240  pounds  avoirdupois, 
or  1,016  kilogrammes. 

Rice,  1,600  pounds  avoirdupois,  or  725  kilo- 
grammes ;  and  for  all  weighabie  articles,  not  spe- 
cified, 2,240  pounds  avoirdupois,  or  1,016  kilo- 
grammes. 

Art.  5.  The  duties  of  tonnage,  light-money, 
pilotage,  port  charges^  brokerage,  and  all  other  ' 
duties  upon  foreign  shipping,  over  and  above  those 
paid  by  the  national  snipping  in  the  two  coun- 
tries respectively,  other  than  those  specified  in 
articles  1  and  2  of  the  present  convention,  shall 
not  exceed  in  France,  for  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  five  francs  per  ton  of  the  vessel's  American 
register ;  nor  for  vessels  of  France  in  the  United 
States,  ninety-four  cents  per  ton  of  the  vessel's 
French  passport. 

Art.  6.  The  contracting  parties,  wishing  to 
favor  their  mutual  commerce  by  affording  in  their 
ports  every  necessary  assistance  to  their  respective 
vessels,  have  agreed  that  the  consuls  and  vice 
consuls,  may  cause  to  be  arrested  the  sailors,  being 
part  of  the  crews  of  the  vessels  of  their  respective 
nations,  who  shall  have  deserted  from  the  said 
vessels,  in  order  to  send  them  back  and  transport 
them  out  of  the  country.  For  which  purpose  the 
said  consuls  and  vice  consuls  shall  address  them- 
selves to  the  courts,  judges,  and  officers  compe- 
tent, and  shall  demand  the  said  deserters  in  wri- 
ting, proving,  by  an  exhibition  of  the  registers  of 
the  vessel,  or  ship's  roll,  or  other  official  docu- 
ments, that  those  men  were  part  of  said  crews; 
and  on  this  demand,  so  proved,  Tsavinj;  however 
where  the  contrary  is  proved,)  tne  delivery  shall 
not  be  refused  ;  and  there  shall  be  given  all  aid 
and  assistance  to  the  said  consuls  and  vice  con- 
suls for  the  search,  seizure,  and  arrest,  of  said  de- 
serters, who  shall  even  be  detained  and  kept  in 
the  prisons  of  the  country,  at  their  request  and 
expense,  until  they  shall  have  found  an  opportu* 
nity  of  sending  tnem  back.  But  if  they  be  not 
sent  back  within  three  months,  to  be  counted  from 
the  day  of  their  arrest,  they  shall  be  set  at  liberty, 
and  shall  be  no  more  arrested  for  the  same  cause. 
Art.  7.  The  present  temporary  convention 
shall  be  in  force  for  two  years  from  the  first  day 
of  October  next,  and  even  after  the  expiration  of 
that  term,  until  the  conclusion  of  a  definitive 
treaty,  or  until  one  of  the  parties  shall  have  de- 
clared its  intention  to  renounce  it ;  which  de- 
claration shall  be  made  at  least  six  months  before 
hand. 

And  in  case  the  present  arrangement  should 
remain  without  such  declaration  of  its  discontin- 
uance by  either  party,  the  extra  duties  specified 
in  the  1st  and  2d  articles  shall,  from  the  expira- 
tion of  the  said  two  years,  be,  on  both  sides,  di- 
minished by  one-fourth  of  their  whole  amount, 
and,  afterwards,  by  one-fourth  of  the  said  amount 
from  year  to  year,  so  lonj^  as  neither  party  shall 
have  declared  the  intention  of  renouncing  it  as 
above  stated. 
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Art.  8.  The  present  convention  shall  be  ntifiri 
on  both  sides^  and  the  ratifications  shall  be  a 
changed  within  one  year  from  the  date  hereof,  i 
sooner,  if  possible.  But  the  execution  of  the  ssii 
convention  shall  commence  in  both  coantries  q§ 
the  1st  day  of  October  next,  and  shall  be  effecuft 
even  in  case  of  non-ratification,  for  all  soch  f&- 
sels  as  may  have  sailed  bona  JUie  for  the  ports  4 
either  nation,  in  the  confidence  of  its  beio;  :s 
force. 

In  faith  whereof,  the  respective  Plenipoteaur 
ries  have  signed  the  present  convention,  and  hiTt 
thereto  afi&xed  their  seals,  at  the  City  of  Wa.*!- 
ington,  this  24th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1^. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS,  [i.  a; 

G.  HYDE  DE  NEUVILLE.[L,ai 

SEPARATE    ARTICLE. 

The  extra  duties  levied  on  either  side  te> 
the  present  day,  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  Cod^ 
of  loth  May,  1820,  and  of  the  ordonnance  of  ^- 
July  of  the  same  year,  and  others  confinoiin 
thereof,  and  which  have  not  already  beeo  pii 
back,  snail  be  refunded. 

Signed  and  sealed  as  above,  this  24th  dav  cf 
June,  1822. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS,  [u  ?,; 
G.  HYDE  DE  NEUVILLE.Il^I 

SEPARATE    ARTICLE. 

It  is  agreed  that  the  extra  duties,  specifei  is 
the  first  and  second  articles  of  this  conTe'-K: 
shall  be  levied  only  upon  the  excess  of  nk^jf 
the  merchandise  imported,  over  the  valoeof  i>. 
merchandise  exported  in  the  same  vessel  ap-*: 
the  same  voyage :  so  that  if  the  value  of  their- 
cles  exported  shall  equal  or  exceed  that  of  t- 
articles  imported  in  the  same  vessel  (not  inclo^ 
however,  articles  imported  for  transit  or  n-ti^ 
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tion)  no  such  extra  duties  shall  be  levied:  z^ 
the  articles  exported  are  less  in  value  thasi^' 
imported,  the  extra  duties  shall  be  lerie^ti^! 
upon  the  amount  of  the  difference  of  their  vii^ 
This  article,  however,  shall  take  effect  obIj  s 
case  of  ratification  on  both  sides,  and  not  ^^ 
two  months  after  the  ratifications.  Bottbe^ 
fusal  to  ratify  this  article,  on  either  side,sbaiU 
no  wise  affect  or  impair  the  ratification  or  i^ 
validity  of  the  preceding  articles  of  this  coc?* 
tion. 

Signed  and  sealed  as  above,  this  24th  dir^ 
June,  1822. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS,  [u  h 
G.  HYDE  DE  NEUVILLE.  [lM 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known,  that  I,  i^ 
Monroe,  President  of  the  United  States,  i&F* 
suance  of  the  authority  aforesaid,  do  herebf  ^ 
pend,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  Octobs  b^ 
until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Concress^c' 
operation  of  the  act  aforesaid,  entitled  ^Mv^^ 
impose  a  new  tonnage  duty  on  French  ships  >^ 
vessels,  and  for  other  purposes,  and  also  ili  f^ 
duties  on  French  vessels,  and  the  goods,  \f^. 
the  growth,  produce,  and  manufaetnreofFnuf 
imjiorted  in  the  same,  which  may  exeeed  ^ 
duties  on  American  veaoeb,  and  on  sioiilirio^ 
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imported  in  the  same,  saving  only  discrimioatiog 

iuties  payable  od  French  vessels,  and  on  articles 

}f  the  growth,   produce,   and    manufacture   of 

Prance,  imported  in  the  same,  stipulated  by  the 

said  conrention  to  be  paid. 

[a  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of 

cbe  United  States  to  be  affixed  to  these  presents, 

aod  signed  the  same  with  my  hand.    Done  at 

Washington,  the  24th  day  of  June,  in  the  year 

of  our  Lord  1822,  and  of  the  Independence  of 

the  United  States  the  forty-sixth. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Bf  the  President : 
John  CIuincy  An  ah  a,  Secretary  of  Slate, 


[The  above  convention  was  ratified,  and  the 
ratifications  duly  exchanged  on  the  12th  February, 
1623,  with  an  additional  separate  article  annexed, 

)$  follows:] 

SfiPARATS  ARTICLE. 

The  extra  duties  levied  on  either  side  before  the 
present  day,  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
15th  May,  1820,  and  of  the  ordonnance  of  26th 
lalyof  the  same  year,  and  others  confirmative 
thereof,  and  which  have  not  already  been  paid 
back,  shall  be  refunded. 

Signed  and  sealed  as  above,  this  24th  day  of 
Jiioe,  1822. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS,  [l.  s.l 
G.  HYDE  DE  NEUVILLE,  [u  s.] 


TRADE  WITH  THE  WEST  INDIES. 


BY  TflE  PRESIOSNT  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the 
(JnKed  States,  passed  on  the  6th  day  of  May  last, 
t  was  provided,  that,  on  satisfactory  evidence 
(K^iog  given  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
>hat  the  ports  in  the  islands  or  colonies  in  the 
^est  Indies,  under  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain, 
^ve  been  opened  to  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  the  President  should  be,  and  thereby  was, 
iQthorized  to  issue  his  proclamation,  declaring 
hat  the  ports  of  the  United  States  should  there- 
>rier  be  opened  to  the  vessels  of  Great  Britain, 
tnployed  in  the  trade  and  intercourse  between 
he  United  States  and  such  islands  or  colonies, 
ubject  to  such  reciprocal  rules  and  restrictions  as 
he  President  of  the  United  States  might,  by  such 
troelamation,  make  and  publish;  any  thing  in  the 
Kvs,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  navigation,  or, 
n  act,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act 
OQcerniog  navigation,"  to  the  contrary  notwiih- 
t&QdJDg.  And  whereas  satisfactory  evidence  has 
««Q  given  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
hat  the  ports  hereinafter  mentioned,  in  the  isl- 
nds  or  colonies  in  the  West  Indies,  under  the 
iominion  of  Great  Britain,  have  been  opened  to 
je  vessels  of  the  United  States,  that  is  to  say : 
™he  ports  of  Kingston,  Sa- ) 

vannah  La  Mar,  Mon-  (    In  Jamaica. 

tego  Bay,  Santa  Lucia,  ) 

nthCoN.adSBss.— 38 


Antonio,  Saint  Ann,  ^ 
Falmouth,  Maria,  Mo-  > 
rant  Bay,  -       -       -  ) 

Saint  George 

Roseau 

Saint  Johns 

San  Josef    -        -   •    - 

Scarborough 

Road  Harbor 

Nassau         ... 

Pittstown    -        -        - 

Kingston     ... 

Port  St.  George,  and 
Port  Hamilton 

Any  port  where  there 
is  a  custom-house     - 

Bridgetown 

St.  Johns,  St.  Andrews, 

Halifhx       -       - 

Quebec       ... 

St.  Johns    ... 

George  Town 

New  Amsterdam 

Castres        .        .       . 

Basseterre   ... 

Charlestown 

And  Plymouth    - 


In  Jamaica. 

Grenada. 

Dominica. 

Antigua. 

Trinidad. 

Tobago. 

Tortola. 

New  Providence. 

Crooked  Island. 

St.  Vincent. 

Bermuda. 

Bahamas. 

Barbadoes. 

New  Brunswick. 

Nova  Scotia. 

Canada. 

Newfoundland. 

Demarara. 

Berbice. 

St.  Lucia. 

St.  Kitts. 

Nevis. 

Montserrat 


Now,  therefore,  I  James  Monroe,  President  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  do  hereby  declare 
and  proclaim  that  the  ports  of  the  United  States 
shall  hereafter,  and  until  the  end  of  the  next  session 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  be  open  to 
the  vessels  of  Great  Britain  employed  in  the  trade 
and  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
the  islands  and  colonies  hereinbefore  named  ;  any 
thing  in  the  laws,  entitled  "An  act  concerning 
navigation,"  or,  an  act  supplementary  to  an  act, 
entitled  **  An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  con- 
cerning navigation,"  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing, under  the  following  reciprocal  rules  and  re- 
strictions, namely : 

The  vessels  of  Great  Briuin,  bona  fide  British 
built,  owned,  and  the  master  and  three-fourths  of 
the  mariners  of  which  at  least  shall  belong  to 
Great  Britain,  or  any  United  States'  built  ship  or 
vessel,  which  has  been  sold  to,  and  become  the 
property  of  British  subjects,  such  ship  or  vessel 
being  also  navigated  with  a  master,  and  three- 
fourths  of  the  mariners  at  least,  belonging  to 
Great  Britain ;  and,  provided  always,  that  no  ar- 
ticles shall  be  imported  into  the  United  States 
in  any  such  British  ship  or  vessel,  other  than  ar- 
ticles of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture,  of 
the  British  islands  and  colonies  in  the  West  In- 
dies, when  imported  in  British  vessels  coming 
from  any  such  island  or  colony,  and  articles  ^ 
the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture,  of  the  Brit- 
ish colonies  in  North  America,  or  of  the  island  of 
Newfoundland,  in  vessels  coming  from  the  port 
of  St.  Johns,  in  that  island,  or  from  any  of  the 
aforesaid  ports  of  the  British  colonies  in  North 
America. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, this  twenty-fourth  day  of  Auffust.  in  the 
year  or  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hunared  and 


1187 


APPENDIX. 


m 


Convention  with  Great  Britain, 


twenty-two,  and  in  the  forty  seventh  year  of  the 
Independence  of  the  United  States. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

By  the  President : 

John  CIuincy  Adams. 

Secretary  o/^SUUe. 


CONVENTION  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Mesioffe/tam  the  President  of  the  United  Statee,  trans- 
mitting copies  of  a  Convention  concluded  at  St, 
Petert^rt/y  the  I2th  day  of  Jvly,  1822,  under  the 
mediation  of  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias^  betfoeen 
the  United  States  of  America  and  His  Britannic 
Majesty f  communicated  to  the  House  January  25, 
1823. 

Washington,  January  16,  1823. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

The  Convention  concluded  and  signed  at  St. 
Petersburg,  on  the  12th  day  of  July  last,  under  the 
mediation  of  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor 
of  all  the  Russias,  having  been  ratified  by  the  three 
Powers,  parties  thereto,  and  the  ratifications  of 
the  same  having  been  duty  exchanged,  copies  of 
it  are  now  communicated  to  Congress,  to  the  end 
that  the  measures  for  carrying  it,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  into  execution,  may  obtain  the 
co-operation  of  the  Legislature,  necessary  to  the 
accomplishment  of  some  of  its  provisions.  A 
translation  is  subjoined  of  the  three  explanatory 
documents,  in  the  French  lauguage^  referred  to 
in  the  fourth  article  of  the  Convention,  and  an- 
nexed to  it.  The  agreement  executed  at  the  ex- 
cfaanse  of  the  ratifications  is  likewise  communi- 
catcd 

JAMES  MONROE. 


A  PROCLAMATION. 

BY  THE   PRESIDENT  OF  THE    UNITED   STATES. 

Whereas  a  Convention  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  His  Britannic  Majesty 
was  concluded  and  signed  at  St.  Petersburg,  under 
the  mediation  of  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias, 
on  the  twelfth  day  of  July  last,  by  the  respective 
Plenipotentiaries  of  the  three  Powers ;  and  whereas 
the  said  Convention  has  been  by  them  duly  rati- 
fied, and  the  respective  ratifications  of  the  same 
were  exchanged  at  Washington,  on  the  tenth  day 
of  the  present  month,  by  John  Q,uincy  Adams, 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  the  Right 
Honorable  Stratford  Canning,  Envoy  Extraordi- 
nary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty^  and  Mr.  Georj^e  EUisen,  Charge  d'Af- 
faires  or  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  all 
the  Russias,  on  the  part  of  their  several  Gk)vern- 
ments;  which  Convention  is  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit : 

In  the  name  of  the  most  holy  and  indivisible 
Trinity : 

The  President  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  having  agreed,  in 


pursuance  of  the  fifth  article  of  the  ConTnoot 
concluded  at  London  on  the  20ih  day  of  October, 
1818,  to  refer  the  differences  which  bad  ariseolc' 
tween  the  two  Governments,  upon  the  tiue  cob- 
struction  and  meaning  of  the  first  article  of  ik 
Treaty  of  Peace  and  Amity,  concluded  atObat 
on  the  24th  day  of  December,  1814,  to  thefrieodlT 
arbitration  of  His  Majesty  the  Bmperor  of  all  tbt 
Russias,  mutuaUy  engaging  to  consider  bis  deci- 
sion as  final  and  conclusive ;  and  hb  said  ImpmL 
Majesty  having,  after  due  consideTatioD,|iT»bb 
decision  upon  these  diflferences  in  the^Uoffu: 
terms,  to  wit: 

'^That  the  United  States  of  America  tRa& 
tied  to  claim  from  Great  Britain  a  just  indeouh 
fication  for  all  private  property,  which  tbeBh» 
forces  may  have  carried  away;  and  as  tbeqoB- 
tion  relates  to  slaves  more  especially,  for  all  ttt 
slaves  that  the  British  forces  may  hsTe  earned 
away  from  places  and  territories  of  wbicli  i^ 
Treaty  stipulates  the  restitution,  in  quiuiug  ibn 
same  places  and  territories." 

"  That  the  United  States  are  entitled  toco&sttf 
as  having  been  so  carried  away,  ail  such  sUtm* 
may  have  been  transferred  from  the  abore  i&eir 
tioned  territories  to  British  vessels  witbtn  \^ 
waters  of  the  said  territories,  and  who  for  ^' 
reason  may  not  have  been  restored." 

*'  But  that,  if  there  shoald  be  any  Am^ 
slaves  who  were  carried  away  from  territories  cf 
which  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Gbeoiu.* 
not  stipulated  the  restitution  to  the  United  Sut^ 
the  United  States  are  not  entitled  to  claim  u^^ 
demnification  for  the  said  slaves :" 

Now,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  ioto  eSeci^^ 
award  of  His  Imperial  Majesty,  as  arbitrator.  ^ 

?:ood  ofiices  have  been  further  invoked  to  asisi  i: 
ramiog  such  Convention  or  Articles  of  A|re(; 
ment  between  the  United  States  of  AmericiUw 
His  Britannic  Majesty,  as  shall  provide  tbe  bok 
of  ascertaining  and  determining  the  value  of  si^^^ 
and  of  other  private  property,  which  nuf^^' 
been  carried  away  in  contravention  of  theTro^*? 
of  Ghent,  and  for  which  indemnificatioa  is  tc  ^ 
made  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  rm 
of  His  Imperial  Majesty's  said  award,  aad  siftl 
secure  compensation  to  the  sofierers  for  their  lo5>^ 
so  ascertained  and  determined.  And  His  li&P^ 
Majesty  has  consented  to  lend  his  rocdiatiwi .» 
the  above  purpose,  and  has  constitated  sod  ap- 
pointed Charles  Robert  Count  Nessdrode,  c^ 
Imperial  Majesty's  Privy  Counsellor,  Meinb«« 
the  Council  of  State,  Secretary  of  Sute  diretto£ 
the  Imperial  Department  of  Foreign  Al&irs,CMC| 
beriain.  Knight  of  the  order  of  Saint  Alex«^ 


Jiagie  01  r oiand,  urana  oross  oi  mc  ""i^*  pj 
Stephen  of  Hungary,  of  the  Black  and  of  the  h- 
Eagle  of  Prussia,  of  the  Legion  of  Honor  of  t  f*^ 
of  Charies  III.  of  Spain,  of  St.  Ferdiaand  anc^ 
Merit  of  Naples,  of  the  Annunciation  of  Sardit 
of  the  Polar  Star  of  Sweden,  of  the  Elepbaoi  . 
Denmark,  of  the  Golden  Eagle  of  WirtembeT£; 
Fidelity  of  Baden,  of  St.  Constaniine  of  Pans^ 
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and  ofGuelph  of  Hanorer;  and  John  Count  Ca- 
podistrias,  His  Imperial  Majesty's  Privy  Coun- 
sellor, and  Secretary  of  State,  Knight  of  the  order 
of  St.  Alexander  Nevsky,  Grand  Cross  of  the  order 
of  St.  Vladimir  of  the  nrst  class,  Knight  of  that  of 
the  White  Eagle  of  Poland,  Grand  Cross  of  the 
order  of  St.  Stephen  of  Hungary,  of  the  Black  and 
of  the  Red  Eagle  of  Prussia,  of  the  Legion  of 
Honor  of  France,  of  Charles  III.  of  Spain,  of  St. 
Ferdinand  and  of  Merit  of  Naples,  of  St.  Maurice 
and  of  St.  Lazarus  of  Sardinia,  of  the  Elephant 
of  Denmark,  of  Fidelity  and  of  the  Lion  of  Zfth- 
ringen  of  Baden,  Burgher  of  the  Canton  of  Vaud, 
and  also  of  the  Canton  and  of  the  Republic  of 
Geneva,  as  his  Plenipotentiaries  to  treat,  adjust, 
and  conclude  such  Articles  of  Agreement  as  may 
tend  to  the  attainment  of  the  above  mentioned 
end,  with  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  States 
and  of  His  Britannic  Majesty ;  that  is  to  say,  on 
the  part  of  the  President  of*^the  United  States,  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  thereof, 
Henry  Middleton,  a  citizen  of  the  said  United 
States,  and  their  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  to  His  Majesty  the  Emperor 
of  all  the  Russias ;  and  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty 
the  King  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
uid  Ireland,  the  Ri^ht  Honorable  Sir  Charles 
Bagot,  one  of  His  Majesty's  most  honorable  Privy 
Council,  Knight  Grand  Cro8.s  of  the  most  hon- 
orable order  of  the  Bath,  and  His  Majesty's  Am- 
bassador Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary  to  His 
Majestv  tiie  Enaperor  of  all  the  Russias.    And  the 
said  Plenipotentiaries,  aAer  a  reciprocal  commu- 
oicatioo  ot  their  respective  full  powers,  found  in 
food  and  due  form,  have  agreed  upon  the  follow- 
ing articles: 

Abticle  L  For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  and 
detenaining  the  amount  of  indemnification  which 
may  be  due  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  under 
the  decision  of  His  Imperial  Majesty,  two  Com- 
t&issioDers  and  two  Arbitrators  shall  be  appointed 
in  the  manner  foUowiajg,  that  is  to  say,  one  com- 
ifiittioner  and  one  arbitrator  shall  be  nominated 
and  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  of  America,  by,  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate  thereof:  and  one  commis- 
sioner and  one  arbitrator  shall  be  appointed  by 
His  Britannic  Maiesty.  And  the  two  commis- 
sioners and  two  arnitrators,  thus  appointed,  shall 
tneet  and  hold  their  sittings  as  a  Board  in  the  city 
of  Washington.  They  shall  have  power  to  ap- 
point a  secretary,  ana  before  proceeding  to  the 
3ther  business  of  the  commission,  they  shall,  re- 
spectively, take  the  following  oath,  (or  aflSrma- 
^Jon,2in  the  presence  of  each  other,  w  hich  oath 
3r  affirmation^  being  so  taken,  and  duly  attested, 
snail  be  entered  on  the  record.or  their  proceedings; 
|aai  is  to  say,  "  I,  A  B,  one  of  the  commissioners 
^or  arbitrators,  as  the  case  may  be,)  appointed  in 
Jursttance  of  the  convention  concludea  at  St.  Pe- 
ersboig  on  the  30th  [12thl  day  of  June,  [July,] 
me  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two, 
l^tween  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Rus- 
las,  the  United  States  of  America,  and  His  Bri- 
jinaic  Majesty,  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm) 
aat  I  will  diligently,  impartially,  and  carefully, 


examine,  and,  to  the  best  of  my  judgfment,  accord- 
ing to  justice  and  equity,  decide  all  matters  sub- 
mitted to  me  as  commissioner  (or  arbitrator,  as 
the  case  may  be)  under  the  said  convention." 

All  vacancies  occurring  by  death  or  otherwise 
shall  be  filled  up  in  the  manner  of  the  original  ap- 
pointment, and  the  new  commissioners  or  arbitra- 
tors shall  take  the  same  oath  or  affirmation,  and 
perfortn  the  same  duties. 

Article  2.  If,  at  the  first  meeting  of  this 
board,  the  Governments  of  the  United  States  and 
of  Great  Britain  shall  not  have  agreed  upon  an 
average  value,  to  be  allowed  as  compensation  for 
each  slave  for  whom  indemnification  may  be  due: 
then,  and  in  that  case,  the  commissioners  and 
arbitrators  shall  conjointly  proceed  to  examine  the 
testimony  which  shall  be  produced  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
together  with  such  other  competent  testimony  as 
they  may  see  cause  to  require  or  ailow^  going  to 
prove  the  true  value  of  slaves  at  the  period  of  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent;  and  upon  the  evidence  so  obtained,  they 
shall  agree  upon  and  fix  the  average  value.  But 
in  case  that  a  majority  of  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners and  arbitrators  should  not  be  able  to  agree 
respecting  such  average  value,  then,  and  in  that 
case,  recourse  shall  be  had  to  the  arbitration  of 
the  minister  or  other  agent  of  the  mediating  Power, 
accredited  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
A  statement  of  the  evidence  produced,  and  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  board  thereupon,  shall  be  com- 
municated to  the  said  minister  or  agent,  and  his 
decision,  founded  upon  such  evidence  and  pro- 
ceedings, shall  be  final  and  conclusive.  And  the 
said  average  value,  when  fixed  and  determined  by 
either  of  the  three  nefore  mentioned  methods,  shall 
in  all  cases  serve  as  a  rule  for  the  compensation 
to  be  awarded  for  each  and  every  slave,  tor  whom 
it  may  afterwards  be  found  that  indemnification 
is  due. 

Art.  3.  When  the  average  value  of  slaves  shall 
have  been  ascertained  and  fixed,  the  two  commis- 
sioners shall  constitute  a  board  for  the  examina- 
tion of  the  claims  which  are  to  be  submitted  to 
them,  and  they  shall  notify  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  United  States,  that  they  are  ready  to 
receive  a  definitive  list  of  the  slaves  and  other 
private  property,  for  which  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  claim  indemnification  ;  it  being  un- 
derstood and  hereby  agreed  that  the  commission 
shall  not  take  cognizance  of,  nor  receive,  and  that 
His  Britannic  Majesty  shall  not  be  required  to 
make,  compensation  lor  any  claims  for  private 
property  under  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent,  not  contained  in  the  said  list.  And  His 
Britannic  Majesty  hereby  engajy^es  to  cause  to  be 
produced  before  the  commission,  as  material, 
towards  ascertaining  facts,  all  the  evidence  of 
which  His  Majesty's  Government  may  be  in  pos- 
session, by  returns  from  His  Majesty's  officers  or 
otherwise,  of  the  number  of  slaves  carried  away. 
But  the  evidence  so  produced^  or  its  defective- 
ness, shall  not  go  in  oar  of  any  claim  or  claims 
which  shall  be  otherwise  satisfactorily  authentic 
cated. 
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Art.  4.  The  two  commissioners  are  hereby  em- 
powered and  required  to  go  into  an  examination 
of  all  the  claims  submitted,  through  th«  above- 
mentioned  list,  by  the  owners  of  slaves  or  other 
property,  or  by  their  lawful  attorneys  or  represen- 
tativesj  and  to  determine  the  same,  respectively, 
according  to  the  merits  of  the  several  cases,  under 
the  rule  of  the  imperial  decision  herein  above  re- 
cited, and  having  reference,  if  need  there  be,  to 
the  explanatory  documents  hereunto  annexed, 
marked  A  and  B.  And,  in  considering  such 
claims,  the  commissioners  are  empowered  and 
required  to  examine,  on  oath  or  amrmation,  all 
such  persons  as  shall  come  before  them,  touching 
the  real  number  of  the  slaves,  or  value  of  other 
property,  for  which  indemnification  is  claimed ; 
and,  also,  to  receive  in  evidence,  according  as  they 
may  think  consistent  with  equity  and  justice,  writ- 
ten depositions  or  papers,  such  depositions  or  pa- 
pers being  duly  authenticated,  either  according  to 
existing  legal  forms,  or  in  such  other  manner  as 
the  said  commissioners  shall  see  cause  to  require 
or  allow. 

Art.  5.  In  the  event  of  the  two  commissioners 
not  agreeing  in  any  particular  case  under  exami- 
nation, or  of  their  disagreement  upon  any  ques- 
tion which  may  result  from  the  stipulations  of 
this  convention,  then  and  in  that  case  they  bhall 
draw  by  lot  the  name  of  one  of  the  two  arbitra- 
tors, who,  after  having  given  due  consideration 
to  the  matter  contested,  shall  consult  with  the 
commissioners ;  and  a  final  decision  shall  be  given, 
conformably  to  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the 
two  commissioners,  and  of  the  arbitrator  so  drawn 
by  lot.  And  the  arbitrator,  when  so  acting  with 
the  two  commissioners,  shall  be  bound  in  all  re- 
spects by  the  rules  of  proceeding  enjoined  by  the 
fourth  article  of  this  convention  upon  the  com- 
missioners, and  shall  be  vested  with  the  same 
powers,  and  be  deemed,  for  that  case,  a  commis- 
sioner. 

Art.  6.  The  decision  of  the  two  commissioners, 
or  of  the  majority  of  the  board,  as  constituted  by 
the  preceding  article,  shall  in  all  cases  be  final 
and  conclusive,  whether  as  to  number,  the  value 
or  the  ownership  of  the  slaves,  or  other  property, 
for  which  indemnification  is  to  be  made.  And 
His  Britannic  Majesty  engages  to  cause  the  sum 
awarded  to  each  and  every  owner  in  lieu  of  his 
slave  or  slaves,  or  other  property,  to  be  paid  in 
specie,  without  deduction,  at  such  time  or  times, 
and  at  such  place  or  places,  as  shall  be  awarded 
by  the  said  commissioners,  and  on  condition  of 
«>uch  releases  or  assignments  to  be  given,  as  they 
shall  direct ;  provided  that  no  such  payment  shall 
be  fixed  to  take  place  sooner  than  twelve  months 
from  the  day  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of 
this  convention. 

Art.  7.  It  is  further  agreed,  that  the  commis- 
sioners and  arbitrators  shall  be  respectively  paid 
in  such  manner  as  shall  be  settled  between  the 
Qovernments  of  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  at  the  time  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifi- 
cations of  this  convention.  And  all  other  expen- 
se attending  the  execution  of  the  commission, 
shall  be  defrayed  jointly  by  the  United  States  and 


His  Britannic  Majesty,  the  same  bein^  preTioiuly 
ascertained  and  allowed  by  the  majority  of  the 
board. 

Art.  8.  A  certified  copy  of  this  eoDvcDtion, 
when  duly  ratified  hf  His  Majesty  the  Emperor 
of  all  the  Russias,  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  cooseot  d 
their  Senate,  and  by  His  Britannic  Majesty,  shall 
be  delivered  by  each  of  the  contracting  parties, 
respectively,  to  the  Minister  or  other  ageot  of  the 
mediating  Power,  accredited  to  the  Cktveromea; 
of  the  United  States,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  t» 
ratifications  shall  have  been  exchanged ;  wbich 
last  shall  be  effected  at  Washington,  in  six  months, 
from  the  date  hereof,  or  sooner  if  possible. 

In  faith  whereof,  the  respective  Pieaipotenii- 
aries  have  signed  this  convention,  drawn  opio 
two  languages,  and  have  hereunto  afllxed  tLeu 
seals. 

Done  in  triplicate,  at  St.  Petersburg,  this  thir- 
tieth [twelfth]  day  of  June,  [July,]  one  thousaad 
eight  hundreo  and  twenty-two. 

NESSELRODE, 
CAPODISTRIAS, 
HENRY  MIDDLETO.N; 
CHARLES  BAGOT. 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known^   That  I,  Jim 

Monroe,  President  of  the  United  States,  lure 

caused  the  said  Convention  to  be  made  public:  ts 

the  end  that  the  same,  and  every  clause  aod  ot- 

cle  thereof,  may  be  observed  and  fulfilled  vith 

good  faith  by  the  United  States,  and  the  aiasss 

thereof. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  oy 

hand,  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  Uoiiri 

States  to  be  affixed.    Done  at  the  Citrof 

r       ,  Washington,  this  eleventh  day  ofJaooaTT: 

^  '     1  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoustod  etffe 

hundred  and  twenty-three,  and  of  the  ^ 

dependence  of  the  United  States  thel«^* 

seventh. 

JAMBS  MONROE. 
By  the  President : 

John  Q,dincy  Aoams, 

Secretary  of  &aU, 


A. 

Count  Neudrode  to  Mr.  MiddUUm. 

The  undersigned  Secretary  of  State,  direcd^ 
the  Imperial  administration  of  Foreign  A£Mi 
has  the  honor  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Middl 
Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  PleoipoK 
tiary  of  the  United  States  of  America,  theopiBd 
which  the  Emperor,  his  master,  has  thooght  it 
duty  to  express  upon  the  object  of  the  dilTereD 
which  have  arisen  between  the  United  Sutesr 
Great  Britain,  relative  to  the  interpretation  of 
first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  GhenU 

Mr.  Middleton  is  requested  to  consider  tiii 
opinion  as  the  award  required  of  the  Emperor  .^ 
the  two  Powers. 

He  will  doubtless  recollect,  that  he,  is  weuii 
the  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  ^ 
all  his  memorials,  has  principally  insisted  oo  ^ 
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grammatical  sense  of  the  first  article  of  the  Treatv 
of  Ghent,  and  that,  e^en  in  his  note  of  the  4th 
[16th]  Norember,  1821,  he  has  formally  declared, 
that  it  was  on  the  signification  of  the  words  in 
the  text  of  the  article  as  it  now  is.  that  the  de- 
cision of  His  Imperial  Majesty  should  be  founded. 

The  same  declaration  being  made  in  the  note 
of  the  British  Plenipotentiary,  dated  8th  [20th] 
October,  1821,  the  Emperor  had  only  to  conform 
to  the  wishes  expressed  by  the  two  parties,  by  de- 
Toting  all  bis  attention  to  the  examination  of  the 
grammatical  question. 

The  above  mentioned  opinion  will  show  the 
manner  in  which  His  Imperial  Majesty  judges  of 
this  question ;  and  in  order  that  the  Cabinet  of 
Washington  may  also  know  the  motives  upon 
which  the  Emperor's  judgment  is  founded,  the 
undersigned  has  hereto  subjoined  an  extract  of 
some  observations  upon  the  literal  sense  of  the 
first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent. 

In  this  respect,  the  Emperor  has  confined  him- 
self to  following  the  rules  of  the  language  em- 
ployed in  drawing  up  the  act,  by  which  the  two 
rowers  have  required  his  arbitration,  and  defined 
the  object  of  their  difference. 

His  Imperial  Majesty  has  thought  it  his  duty, 
exclusively,  to  obey  the  authority  of  these  rules, 
and  his  opinion  could  not  but  be  the  rigorous  and 
necessary  consequence  thereof. 

The  undersigned  easerly  embraces  this  occasion 
to  renew  to  Mr.  Midoleton  the  assurances  of  his 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

NESSELRODE. 

St.  Petersburg,  April  22, 1822. 


Aa. 


HU  hnperial  Me^eHj/'s  Award. 

Invited  by  the  United  States  of  America  and 
by  Great  Britain  to  ^ive  an  opinion,  as  arbitrator, 
in  the  differences  which  have  arisen  between  these 
two  Powers,  on  the  subject  of  the  interpretation 
of  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  which  tney  con- 
cluded at  Ghent,  on  the  24th  December,  1814,  the 
Emperor  has  taken  co^izance  of  all  the  acts, 
memorials,  and  notes,  m  which  the  respective 
Plenipotentiaries  have  set  forth  to  his  admmistra^ 
tion  of  foreifiiii  affairs  the  arguments  upon  which 
each  of  the  litigant  parties  depends  in  support  of 
the  interpretation  given  by  it  to  the  said  article. 

After  having  maturely  weighed  the  observa- 
tions exhibited  on  both  stdes : 

Considering  that  the  American  Plenipotentiary 
and  thie  Plenijtotentiarv  of  Britain  have  desired 
that  the  discussion  should  be  closed ; 

Considering  that  the  former,  in  his  note  of  the 
4th  (16th)  November.  1821,  and  the  latter,  in  his 
note  of  the  8th  r20th)  October,  of  the  same  year, 
have  declared  tnat  it  is  upon  the  construction  of 
the  text  of  the  article  as  it  stands,  that  the  arbi- 
trator's decision  should  be  founded,  and  that  both 
have  appealed,  only  as  subsidiary  means,  to  the 
general  principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  of 
maritime  law; 

The  Kmperor  is  of  opinion  ''that  the  question 
<can  only  be  decided  according  to  the  literal  and 


grammatical  sense  of  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Ghent." 

As  to  the  literal  and  grammatical  sense  of  the 
first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent: 

Considering  that  the  period  upon  the  significa- 
tion of  which  doubts  have  arisen,  is  expressed  as 
follows : 

'*  All  territory,  plaees,  and  possessions,  whatso- 
ever, taken  by  either  party  from  the  other  during 
the  war,  or  which  may  be  taken  after  the  signing 
of  this  treaty,  excepting  only  the  islands  herein- 
after mentioned,  shall  be  restored  without  delay, 
and  without  causing  any  destruction,  or  carrying 
away  any  of  the  artillery  or  other  public  prop- 
erty origmally  captured  in  the  said  forts  or  places, 
and  which  shall  remain  therein  upon  the  ex- 
change of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  or  any 
slaves,  or  other  private  property ;  and  all  archives, 
records,  deeds,  and  papers,  either  of  a  public  na- 
ture, or  belonging  to  private  persons,  which,  in 
the  course  of  the  war,  may  have  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  ofi&cers  of  either  party,  shall  be,  as 
far  as  may  be  practicable,  forthwith  restored  and 
delivered  to  the  proper  authorities  and  persons  to 
whom  they  respectively  belong." 

''Considering  that,  in  this  period,  the  words 
originally  captured,  and  which  shall  remain  there- 
in upon  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  form 
an  incidental  phrase,  which  can  have  respect, 
^grammatically,  only  to  the  substantives  or  sub- 
jects which  precede ; 

That  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent 
thus  prohibits  the  contracting  parties  trom  carry- 
ing away  from  the  places  ot  which  it  stipulates 
the  restitution,  only  the  public  property,  which 
might  have  been  originally  captured  there,  and 
which  should  remain  therein  upon  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications,  but  that  it  prohibits  the  carry- 
ing away  from  these  same  places,  any  private 
property  whatever ; 

That  on  the  other  hand,  these  two  prohibitions 
are  solely  applicable  to  the  places  ot  which  the 
article  stipulates  the  restitution : 

The  Emperor  is  of  opinion : 

"  That  the  United  States  of  America  are  enti- 
tled to  a  just  indemnification,  from  Great  Britain, 
for  all  private  property  carried  away  by  the  Bri- 
tish forces^  and  as  the  question  regards  slaves 
more  especially,  for  all  such  slaves  as  were  car- 
ried away  by  the  British  forces,  from  the  places 
and  territories  of  which  the  restitution  was  stipu- 
lated by  the  treaty,  in  quitting  the  said  places  and 
territories. 

"  That  the  United  States  are  entitled  to  con- 
sider as  having  been  so  carried  away,  all  such 
slaves  as  may  have  been  transported  from  the 
above  mentioned  territories  on  board  of  the  Brit- 
ish vessels  within  the  waters  of  the  said  territo- 
ries, and  who,  for  this  reason,  have  not  been  re- 
stored. 

"  But  that,  if  there  should  be  any  American 
slaves  who  were  carried  away  from  territories,  of 
which  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent 
has  not  stipulated  the  restitution  to  the  United 
States,  the  United  States  are  not  to  claim  an  in- 
demnification for  the  said  slaves." 
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The  Emperor  declares,  besides,  that  be  is  ready 
to  exercise  the  oMce  of  mediator,  which  has  been 
conferred  on  him  beforehand  by  the  two  States, 
in  the  negotiations  which  mast  ensue  between 
them  in  consequence  of  the  award  which  they 
have  demanded. 

Done  at  St.  Petersburg,  22d  April,  1822. 


B. 
Count  Netselrode  to  Mr,  Middleton, 

The  undersigned  Secretary  of  State,  directing 
the  Imperial  administration  of  foreign  afikirs, 
has,  without  delay,  laid  before  the  Emperor,  his 
master,  the  explanations  into  which  the  Ambas- 
sador of  His  Britannic  Majesty  has  entered  with 
the  Imperial  Ministry,  in  consequence  of  the  pre- 
ceding confidential  communication  which  wai 
made  to  Mr.  Middleton,  as  well  as  to  Sir  Charles 
Bagot,  of  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Emperor 
upon  the  true  sense  of  the  1st  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Ghent. 

Sir  Charles  Bagot  understands  that,  in  virtue 
of  the  decision  of  His  Imperial  Majesty,  "  His 
Britannic  Majesty  is  not  bound  to  indemnify  the 
United  States  for  any  slaves,  who,  comine  from 
places  which  have  never  been  occupied  b)[  his 
troops,  voluntarily  joined  the  British  forces,  either 
in  coi^sequence  ot  the  encouragement  which  His 
Majesty's  officers  had  offered  them,  or  to  free 
themselves  from  the  power  of  their  master — ^these 
slaves  not  having  been  carried  away  from  places 
or  territories  captured  by  His  Britannic  Majesty 
during  the  war,  and,  consequently,  not  having 
been  carried  away  from  places  of  wnich  the  arti- 
cle stipulates  the  restitution." 

In  answer  to  this  observation,  the  undersigned 
is  charged  by  His  Imperial  Majesty  to  communi- 
cate what  follows  to  the  Minister  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

The  Emperor  having,  by  the  mutual  consent 
of  the  two  Plenipotentiaries,  giving  an  opinion, 
founded  solely  upon  the  sense  which  results  from 
the  text  of  the  article  in  dispute,  does  not  think 
himself  called  upon  to  decide  here  any  question 
relative  to  what  the  laws  of  war  permit  or  forbid 
to  the  belligerents;  but,  always  faithful  to  the 
grammatical  interpretation  of  the  1st  article  of 
the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  His  Imperial  Majesty  de- 
clares, a  second  time,  that  it  appears  to  him  ac- 
cording to  this  interpretation ; 

'<  That,  in  quitting  the  places  and  territories  of 
which  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  stipulates  the  restitu- 
tion to  the  United  States,  His  Britannic  Majes- 
ty's forces  had  no  ri^ht  to  carry  away  from  these 
same  places  and  territories,  absolutely,  any  slave, 
by  whatever  means  he  had  fallen  or  come  into 
their  power. 

"  But  that  if,  daring  the  war,  American  slaves 
had  been  carried  away  by  the  Eofflish  forces, 
from  other  places  than  those  of  which  the  Treaty 
of  Ghent  stipulates  the  restitution,  upon  the  ter- 
ritory, or  on  board  British  vessels.  Great  Britain 
should  not  be  bound  to  indemnify  the  United 
States  for  the  loss  of  these  slaves,  by  whatever 


means  they  mieht  have  fallen  or  nrnKiniotbe 
power  of  her  omcers." 

Although  convinced,  by  the  preTious  ezpbi- 
tions  above  mentioned,  that  suca  is  also  tlieseiL^ 
which  Sir  Charles  Bagot  attaches  to  his  obsern- 
tion,  the  undersigned  has  nevertheless  ttcM 
from  His  Imperial  Majesty  orders  to  address  tite 
present  note  to  the  respective  Flenipoteatiarie, 
which  will  prove  to  them,  that,  in  oidef  the  bet- 
ter to  justify^ the  confidence  of  the  two  Gotoe- 
ments,  the  Emperor  has  been  imwilling  that  k 
slightest  doubt  should  arise  regarding  the  conse- 
quences of  his  opinion. 

The  undersigned  eagerly  embraces  this  occa- 
sion of  repeating  to  Mr.  Middleton  the  assansce 
of  his  most  distmguished  consideration. 

NESSELRODE. 

St.  Petcrsbcrg,  22d  Aprils  1822. 


We,  the  undersigned,  having  this  day  met  ii 
the  city  of  Washington  to  ex(mange  the  ratifica- 
tions of  the  Convention  concluded  and  signed  a: 
St.  Petersburg,  on  the  30th  day  of  Jone,  (I2th 
day  of  Julv,)  1822,  by  the  respective  FlenipoteL- 
tiaries  of  tne  United  States  of  America,  lus  Ma- 
jesty the  King  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Gieai 
^Britain  and  Ireland,  and  His  Majesty  the  Empr 
ror  of  all  the  Russias,  do  herebv  citify  that,  s: 
the  time  of  exchanging  the  said  ratificatioDJ.  ^ 
was  agreed  by  us.  for  our  respective  GoTeTiimei& 
conformably  to  the  seventh  article  of  the  ikn 
mentioned  Convention,  that  the  salary  or  compel^ 
sation  of  the  commissioners  and  arbitrators  ma- 
tioned  therein,  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  oDe  tfaoosaii 
pounds  sterling,  or  four  thousand  four  huodnd 
and  forty-four  dollars,  to  each  commissiooer,  asi 
of  seven  hundrc^l  and  fifty  pounds  sterliiig,  or 
three  thousand  three  hundred  i^id  thirty-three  dd- 
lars.  to  each  arbitrator,  per  annum,  from  thetjse 
of  tne  first  meeting  of  the  conunissioners  at  Hfi^ 
ington,  until  the  final  dissolution  of  theBoani.«> 
be  paid  quarterly ;  with  an  additional  aliovaBQ. 
to  be  paid  with  the  first  quarter's  salary,  o^^ 
hundred  pounds  sterling  to  the  commissioBec^ 
and  of  the  same  sum  to  the  arbitrator,  to  be  ^- 
pointed  on  the  part  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  c 
consideration  or  their  being  called  upon  to  exer- 
cise their  functions  at  a  distance  from  their  coos- 
try ;  and  of  a  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  sierlii^ 
to  each  of  them,  at  the  close  of  the  commissics. 
for  their  return  home. 

It  was  also  agreed  by  us,  that  the  compensatk^ 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  said  Board  of  Comnur 
sioners,  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  four  imodred  aai 
fifty  pounds  sterling,  or  two  thousand  dollar^  a 
year,  to  commence  Irom  the  period  of  bis  appoia*- 
ment,  until  the  final  dissolution  of  the  Board. 

And  it  was  lastly  agreed  by  us,  that  the  s^ 
salaries  and  additional  allowances  shall,  bke  m 
contingent  expenses  of  the  commission,  be  ««" 
frayed loindy  by  the  United  States  and  He  m 
tannic  Majesty ;  the  said  expenses  to  be  laid  belorf 
the  Board  at  the  end  of  each  quarter,  and,  aJ^ 
being  ascertained  and  allowed  by  s  oiaiority  » 
the  Board,  to  be  divided,  includiag  ^»m  ^ 
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ailowaoce,  as  above,  into  two  moieties,  for  each 
of  which  the  commissioners  on  either  side  shall 
dnw,  respectively,  on  the  prc^r  departments  of 
their  own  Governments. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our 
hands  and  affixed  our  seals,  at  Washington,  this 
tenth  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
aod  twenty-three. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS,     [l.  s.] 
STRATFORD  CANNING,    [u  b.] 


TREATY  OF  GHENT— BOUNDARIES. 

[Commanicated  to  the  Honse,  March  1,  1828.] 

Meuagefrom  the  PreMent  of  the  United  States ,  tram- 
mittinff  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State^  in  reUUum 
to  the  transcutums  of  the  CommiaeionerB  under  tJie 
sixth  afid  seventh  artides  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent ; 
alsoj  the  measures  vhich  have  hetn  taken  wnder  the 
fourth  article  of  the  Treaty  with  Spainy  of  February 
22, 1819, /or  Jlxinff  the  boundary  line  described  in 
the  third  artide  of  the  last-mentioned  Treaty, 

Wabbinoton,  February  26, 1823. 

hike  HouM  of  Rmesentatives  ofthe  United  States  .- 
I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in 
pursaanceof  a  resolution  of  that  Housed  ofthe  30th 
of  January  last,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
Stale,  containing  the  information  required  in  re- 
lation to  the  transactions  of  the  Commissioners 
uoder  the  sixth  and  seventh  articles  of  the  Treatv 
of  Ghent;  and,  also,  as  to  the  measures  which 
have  been  taken,  under  the  fourth  article  of  the 
Treaty  with  Spain,  of  the  22d  of  Februarv,  1819. 
ibr  fizins  the  boundary  line  described  in  the  third 
artiele  of  the  last-mentioned  treaty. 

JAM£S  MONROE. 


Department  of  State, 
Washington^  FAruary  25, 1823. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  re- 
ferred a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives  of  the  United  States,  of  the  30th  ot  January 
last,  requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  lay  before  the  House,  information,  not  previ- 
ously communicated  to  Confess,  in  relation  to 
the  transactions  of  the  Commissioners  under  the 
6Lh  and  7th  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  j 
aod,  also,  to  inform  the  House,  whether  any,  and 
what,  measures  have  been  taken  under  the  4th 
article  of  the  treaty  with  Spain,  of  the  22d  of 
February,  1819.  for  fuctng  the  boundary  line  de- 
scribed in  the  third  article  of  the  last  mentioned 
treaty,  and  whether  any  part  of  the  said  line  has 
been  fixed  and  designated ;  has  the  honor  of  re- 
porting to  the  President : 

That  the  Commissioners  aforesaid,  under  the 
6th  and  7th  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent, 
have  had  several  meetings  in  the  course  of  the 
last  year,  aod  that,  at  a  meeting  held  by  them  at 
Utica,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  on  the  18th  of 
June  last,  they  agreed  upon,  and  executed,  an  in- 
strument, containing  their  decision  of  the  ques- 
tions submitted  to  them  under  the  6th  artide  of 


the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  a  copy  of  which  decision  vs 
herewith  respectfully  reported.  And  with  the 
same  decision  there  have  been  returned  to  this 
Department  a  series  of  twenty-three  maps,  upon 
which  the  boundary  line  is  delineated  in  confonEU- 
ity  with  it. 

That,  at  the  same  meeting,  the  Secretary  and 
Assistant  Secretary  were  directed  to  furnish  the 
A^nts,  and  the  prmcipjal  Surveyors,  respectively, 
with  a  copy  of  instructions  relative  to  the  survey 
under  the  seventh  article. 

A  copy  of  these  instructions  is  herewith  sub- 
mitted, together  with  extracts  of  letters  from  the 
Agent  of  the  United  States,  under  this  Commis- 
sion, dated  the  24th  of  July  and  24th  of  Septem- 
ber fast,  showing  the  progress  made  by  the  Com- 
mission in  reference  to  tne  seventh  article,  and 
the  prospects,  with  regard  to  the  time  when  the 
duties  of  the  said  Commissioners  may  probably 
be  completed. 

With  regard  to  the  boundary  line  referred  to  in 
the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  with  Spain,  of 
22d  February,  1819,  it  was  stipulated  by  the  said 
article  that  commissioners  and  surveyors  should 
be  appointed  by  the  contracting  parties,  who 
should  meet  at  Natchitoches,  on  the  Red  river, 
before  the  termination  of  one  year  from  the  date 
of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  and  proceed  to 
run  and  mark  the  line.  The  Spanisn  Govern- 
ment, although  repeatedly  pressed,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  to  appoint  those  officers  on 
their  part,  so  that  they  might  have  met  those  of 
the  United  States,  within  the  limited  time^  post- 
poned the  appointment,  so  that  notice  of  it  was 
not  given  until  after  the  year  had  elapsed. 

Under  a  misapprehension  that  the  difference  of 
opinion  between  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  at 
their  last  session,  with  regard  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  runniuff  this  line,  had  resulted  in  the 
omission  to  make  it,  a  communication  to  that 
effect  was  made  to  the  Minister  of  Spain,  in  this 
country,  shortly  after  the  close  of  the  session. 
But,  the  error  having  been,  a  few  days  after,  dis- 
covered, he  was  informed,  by  a  letter  of  29th  of 
May  last,  from  this  Department,  that  the  appro- 
priation had  been  made,  and  that  this  Govern- 
ment was  then  ready  to  proceed  to  the  execution 
of  the  article. 

He  was  also  requested  to  state,  at  what  time 
the  Commissioner  and  Surveyor  on  the  part  of 
Spain  would  be  at  Natchitoches,  and  was  assured 
that  the  Commissioner  and  Surveyor  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  would  be  instructed  to  meet 
them  at  that  place,  and  at  the  time  which  he 
should  designate  as  that  when  the  Commissioner 
and  Surveyor  of  Spain  would  be  there. 

By  a  communication  from  Mr.  Anduaga,  dated 
the  1st  of  June  last,  he  stated  that,  having  imme- 
diately forwarded  to  his  Grovernment  the  previ- 
ous notice  received  from  this  Department,  he 
could  not  say  at  what  time  the  Spanish  Commis- 
sioners would  repair  to  Natchitoches;  but  that 
His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain  would  take  the 
most  speedy  and  efficacious  measures  for  carrying 
into  effect,  on  his  part,  the  stipulations  or  the 
treaty. 
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The  Minister  of  the  United  States  in  Spain 
was  shortly  afterwards  instructed,  that,  if  the 
Spanish  Government  should  be  desirous  of  post- 
poning the  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  to  run 
the  line,  we  should  not  be  disposed  to  urge  them 
to  it ;  but  that  we  should  be  ready  to  attend  to  it 
at  their  convenience.  No  further  determination 
from  the  Spanish  Government  concerning  it  has 
since  been  received. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


Papers  sent. 

Decision  of  the  Commissioners,  18th  June,  1822 
Extract  from  the  minutes  of  the 

proceedings  of  the  Board  of 

Commissioners,  under  the  6th 

article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,    "       «       « 
Extract*  of   a  letter    from  Mr. 

Delafield  to  the  Secretary  of 

State      -        -        -  -  24th  July,  1822 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  same  to 

-   24lh  Sept.,  1822 


same 


Decision  of  the  Commissioners, 

The  undersigned  Commissioners,  appointed, 
sworn,  and  authorized,  in  virtue  of  the  6th  article 
of  the  treaty  of  peace  and  amity  between  His  Bri- 
tannic Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
concluded  at  Ghent,  on  the  24th  December,  1814, 
impartially  to  examine,  and  by  a  report  or  declara- 
ation  under  their  hands  and  seals  to  designate,  that 
portion  of  the  boundary  of  the  United  States  ^'from 
the  point  where  the  45th  degree  of  north  latitude 
strikes  the  river  Iroquois,  or  Cataraqui,  along  the 
middle  of  said  river,  into  Lake  Ontario ;  through 
the  middle  of  said  lake,  until  it  strikes  the  commu- 
nication by  water  between  that  lake  and  Lake 
Erie ;  thence,  along  the  middle  of  said  communi- 
cation, into  Lake,  Erie;  through  the  middle  of 
said  lake,  until  it  arrives  at  the  water  communi- 
cation into  Lake  Huron  ;  thence,  through  the 
middle  of  said  water  communication  into  Lake 
Huron ;  thence,  through  the  middle  of  said  lake, 
to  the  water  communication  between  that  lake 
and  Lake  Superior;" — and  to  "decide  to  which 
of  the  two  contracting  parties  the  several  islands 
lying  within  the  said  rivers,  lakes,  and  water  com- 
munications, do  respectively  belong,  in  confor- 
mity with  the  true  intent  of  the  treaty  of  1783"— 
do  decide  and  declare  that  the  folio wmg  described 
line  (which  is  more  clearlv  indicated  on  a  series 
of  maps  accompanying  tnis  report,  exhibiting 
correct  surveys  and  delineations  of  all  the  rivers, 
lakes,  water  communications,  and  islands,  em- 
braced by  the  sixth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent, 
by  a  black  line,  shaded  on  the  British  side  with 
red,  and  on  the  American  side  with  blue ;  and  each 
sheet  of  which  series  of  maps  is  identified  by  a 
certificate,  subscribed  by  the  commissioners,  and 
by  the  two  principal  surveyors  employed  by  them) 
is  the  true  boundary  intended  by  the  two  before- 
mentioned  treaties;  that  is  to  say: 
Beginning  at  a  stone  monument,  erected  by 


Andrew  EUicott,  Esq.,  in  the  year  1817,  on  th; 
south  bank  or  shore  of  the  said  river  Iroqocis'jr 
Cataraqui,  (now  called  the  St.  Lawreoee,)wbi(t 
monument  oears  south  74^  49^  west,  and  is  fi^ 
teen  hundred  and  forty  yards  distant  from  ha 
stone  church  in  the  Indian  village  of  Sl  Rpfu 
and  indicates  the  point  at  which  the  45ih  ptnlh 
of  north  latitude  strikes  the  said  river;  thence.  ^^ 
nin^  north  65°  45^  west  into  the  river,  on  a  k' 
at  riffht  ang|le8  with  the  sopthem  shore,  to  a  K'O.' 
one  nundred  yards  south  pf  the  opfxnite  imi 
called  Cornwall  Island ;  thence,  turning west«*^T 
and  inssing  around  the  southern  and  werten  ^>it 
of  said  island,  keeping  one  hundred  yards  di$ar 
therefrom,  and  following  the  corratures  of  2 
shores,  to  a  point  opposite  to  the  northwest  cotk 
or  angle  of  said  island ;  thence,  to  and  alofif  *:: 
middle  of  the  main  river,  until  it  approacb&ue 
eastern  extremity  of  Bamhart's  island;  tbeirt 
northerly,  along  the  channel  which  diTidffSP 
last-mentioned  island  from  the  Canada  skr 
keeping  one  hundred  yards  distant  from  the  i«k:i 
until  it  approaches  Sheik's  Island ;  thence,  ai:c 
the  middle  of  the  strait  which  divides  Birstt'' 
and  Sheik's  Islands,  to  the  channel  called  uc 
Long  Sault,  which  separates  the  two  la5t'Oe^ 
tioned  islands  from  the  lower  Long  Sauli  hlasd 
thence,  westerly,  (crossing  the  centre  of  tbf  ]t<- 
mentioned  channel,}  until  it  approaches  v^t 
one  hundred  yards  of  the  north  shore  of  the  U*^ 
Sault  Island ;  thence,  up  the  north  branch  cf«i? 
river,  keeping  to  the  north  of  and  near  the  Lcvc! 
Sault  Island,  and  also  north  of  and  netr  *x 
Upper  Sault  ^sometimes  called  Baxter'^)  Ishfti 
and  south  of  the  two  small  islands  marked  od  '^ 
map  A  and  B,  to  the  western  extremitT  of  i: 
Upper  Sault  or  Baxter's  Island ;  thence,  ^^ 
between  the  two  islands  called  the  Cats,  to  i>> 
middle  of  the  river  above ;  thence,  along  (h«  c-* 
die  of  the  river,  keeping  to  the  north  of  the^ci. 
islands  marked  C  and  l5,  and  north  also  of  C^^* 
ler^s  Island,  and  of  the  small  island  next  abciti*- 
marked  E,  until  it  approaches  the  northwestsc^^ 
of  Goose  Neck  Island ;  thence,  alonff  the  pts^T 
which  divides  the  last-mentioned  island  frts  "^^ 
Canada  shore,  keeping  one  hundred  yards  b^ 
the  island,  to  the  upper  end  of  the  same ;  tiiecre. 
south  of  and  near  the  two  small  islands  callefit^ 
Nut  Islands ;  thence,  north  of  and  near  the  v^ 
marked  F,  and  also  of  the  island  called  Drrx 
Smuggler's  Island;  thence,  passing  betweeet^ 
islands  marked  G  and  H,  to  the  north  of  tb^si* 
and  called  Isle  au  Rapid  Plat;  thence,  alosf  -^ 
north  side  of  the  last-mentioned  island,  ^fff^ 
one  hundred  yards  from  the  shore,  to  the  ^if 
end  thereof;  thence,  along  the  middle  of  the  n^^ 
keeping  to  the  south  of  and  MgLT  the  islands  raOn. 
Cousson  (or  Tussiu)  and  F^sque  Isle;  theotf 
up  the  river,  keeping  north  of  and  near  the  {«^ 
eral  Gallop  Isles,  numbered  on  the  map  1,  t  ^'  * 
5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  and  10,  and  also  of  Tick,  TiW# 
and  Chimney  Islands,  and  south  of  and  oetr  ^ 
Gallop  Isles,  numbered  11,1^,  and  13,  and  ak  - 
Duck,  Drummond,  and  sheep  Islands;  cheo^ 
alonff  the  middle  of  the  river,  passing  north  of  ."^ 
and  No.  14,  south  of  15  and  16,  north  ofilso^ 
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f  18, 19, 20,  21,  22,  23,  24,  25,  and  28,  and  north 
f  26  and  27 ;  thence,  almig  the  middle  of  the 
ver,  north  of  Gull  Island  and  of  the  islands  No. 
9,  33,  33,  34,  35,  Bloff  Island,  and  No.  39,  44, 
Qd  45,  and  to  the  south  of  No.  30,  31,  36,  Gren- 
lier  Island^  and  No.  37,  38,  40,  41,  42,  43.  46, 47, 
ad  48,  until  it  approaches  the  east  end  of  Weils' 
land;  thence,  to  the  north  of  Wells'  Island,  and 
oDg  the  strait  which  divides  it  from  Rowe's  Isl- 
id,  keeping  to  the  north  of  the  small  islands  No. 
I,  52,  54, 56,  59,  and  61,  and  to  the  south  of  the 
lali  islands  numbered  and  marked  49, 50, 53, 55, 
\  60,  and  X,  until  it  approaches  the  northeast  point 
Grindstone  Island ;  thence,  to  the  north  of  Grind- 
3ne  Island,  and  keeping  to  the  north  also  of  the 
lall  islands  No.  63,  65,  67,  68,  70,  72, 73, 74,  75, 
,77,  and  78,  and  to  the  south  of  No.  62, 64, 66, 69, 
id  71,  until  it  approaches  the  southern  point  of 
ickory  Island;  thence,  passing  to  the  south  of  Hick- 
j  Island,  and  of  the  two  small  islands  lyinff  near 
southern  extremity, numbered  79  and  80;  thence, 

the  south  of  Grand,  or  Long  Island,  keepins; 
ar  lis  southern  shore,  and  passing  to  the  north 
Carlton  Island,  until  it  arrives  opposite  to  the 
ithwestern  point  of  said  Grand  Island,  in  Lake 
itario ;  thence,  passing  to  the  north  of  Grena- 
;r,  Fox,  Stoney,  and  the  (Gallop  Islands,  in  Lake 
Itario,  and  to  the  south  of  ana  near  the  islands 
lied  the  Ducks,  to  the  middle  of  said  lake; 
mce,  westerly,  alons  the  middle  of  said  lake,  to 
point  opposite  to  the  mouth  of  the  Niagara 
er ;  thence,  to  and  up  the  middle  of  the  said 
er,  to  the  Great  Falls :  thence,  up  the  falls, 
ougb  the  point  of  the  Horse  Shoe,  keeping  to 
i  west  of  Iris,  or  Goat  Island,  and  of  the  group 
small  islands  at  its  head,  and  following  the 
ids  of  the  river  so  as  to  enter  the  strait  between 
vy  and  Grand  Islands ;  thence,  along  the  mid- 
!  of  said  strait,  to  the  head  of  Navy  Island ; 
^nce,  to  the  west  and  south  of,  and  near  to, 
and  and  Beaver  Islands,  and  to  the  west  of 
rawberry.  Squaw,  and  Bird  Islands,  to  Lake 
ie ;  thence,  sootfaerly  and  westerly,  ak>ng  the 
ddle  of  Lake  Erie,  in  a  direction  to  enter  the 
sage  immediately  south  of  Middle  Island,  be- 

one  of  the  easternmost  of  the  group  of  islands 
ig  in  the  western  part  of  said  lake ;  thence, 
Qg  the  said  passage,  proceeding  to  the  north  of 
nninfiham's  Island,  of  the  three  Bass  Islands, 
[  of  the  Western  Sister,  and  to  the  south  of  the 
nds  called  the  Hen  and  Chickens,  and  of  the 
stem  and  Middle  Sisters;  thence,  to  the  mid- 
of  the  mouth  of  the  Detroit  river,  in  a  diree- 
t  to  enter  the  channel  which  divides  Bois  Blanc 

Sugar  Islands ;  ihence,  up  the  said  channel, 
he  west  of  Bois  Blanc  Island,  and  to  the  east 
Sugar,  Fox,  and  Stoney  Islands,  until  it  ap- 
iches  Fighting,  or  Great  Turkey  Island;  thenca 
ig  the  western  side,  and  near  the  shore  of  said 

mentioned  island,  to  the  middle  of  the  river 
▼e  (he  same ;  thence,  along  the  middle  of  said 
r,  keeping  to  the  southeast  of  and  near  Hog 
nd,  and  to  the  northwest  of  and  near  the  island 
?d  Ule  a  la  Peche,  to  Lake  St.  Clair ;  thence, 
•ugh  the  middle  of  said  lake,  in  a  direction  to 
T  that  mouth  or  channel  of  the  river  St.  Clair 


which  is  usually  denominated  the  old  ship  chan- 
nel ;  thence,  alons  the  middle  of  said  channel,  be- 
tween Squirrel  Island,  on  the  southeast,  and  Her- 
son's  Island  on  the  northwest,  to  the  upper  end  of 
the  last  mentioned  island,which  is  nearly  opposite 
to  Point  anx  Cheneson,  on  the  American  shore ; 
thence,  along  the  middle  of  the  river  St.  Clair, 
keeping  to  the  west  of  and  near  the  islands  called 
Belie  Riviere  Isle,  and  Isle  anx  Cerfs,  to  Lake 
Huron ;  thence^  through  the  middle  of  Lake  Hu- 
ron, in  a  direction  to  enter  the  strait  or  passage  be- 
tween Drommond's  Island  on  the  west,  and  the 
Little  Manitou  Island  on  the  east ;  thence,  through 
the  middle  of  the  passage  which  divides  the  two 
last  mentioned  blands ;  thence,  turning  northerly 
and  westerly,  around  the  eastern  and  northern 
shores  of  Drumroond's  Island,  and  proceeding  in 
a  direction  to  enter  the  passage  between  the  island 
of  St.  Joseph's  and  the  American  shore,  passing 
to  the  north  of  the  intermediate  islands.  No.  61, 
11, 10, 12,  9,  6,  4,  and  2,  and  to  the  south  of  those 
numbered  15, 13,  5,  and  1 ;  thence,  up  the  said 
last  mentioned  passage,  keeping  near  to  the  island 
St.  Joseph's,  and  .passing  to  the  north  and  east 
of  the  Isle  a  la  Crosse,  and  of  the  small  islands 
numbered  16,  17,  18,  19,  and  20,  and  to  the  south 
and  west  of  those  numbered  21,  22,  and  23,  until 
it  strikes  a  line  (drawn  on  the  map  with  black 
ink,  and  shaded  on  one  side  of  the  point  of  inter- 
section with  blue,  and  on  the  other  with  red) 
passing  across  the  river  at  the  head  of  St.  Joseph's 
Island,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  Neebish  Rapids ; 
which  line  denotes  the  termination  of  the  bounda- 
ry directed  to  be  run  by  the  6th  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent. 

And  the  said  Commissioners  do  further  decide 
and  declare,  that  all  the  islands  lying  in  the  rivers, 
lakes,  and  water  communications,  between  the 
before-described  boundary  line  and  the  adjacent 
shores  of  Upper  Canada,  do,  and  each  of  them 
does,  belong  to  His  Britannic  Majesty ;  and  that 
all  tne  islands  lying  in  the  rivers,  lakes,  and  wa- 
ter communications,  between  the  said  boundary 
line  and  the  adjacent  shores  of  the  United  States, 
or  their  territories,  do,  and  each  of  them  does,  be- 
long, to  the  United  States  of  America,  in  confor- 
mity with  the  true  intent  of  the  second  article  of 
the  said  treaty  of  1783,  and  of  the  6th  article  of 
the  Treaty  of  Ghent. 

In  faith  whereof,  we,  the  Commissioners  afore- 
said, have  signed  this  declaration,  and  thereunto 
affixed  our  seals. 

Done  in  quadruplicate,  at  Utica,  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  in  the  United  States  of  America,  this 
eighteenth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two. 

PETER  B.  PORTER,  [l.  s.] 
ANTH.  BARCLAY,  [l.  s.] 


Extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Board  of  Caaimissioiiers^  under  the  sixth  article 
of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  held  at  Utica^  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  on  the  ISth  June,  1822. 

The  secretary  and  assistant  secretar^r  are  direct- 
ed to  furnish  the  agents,  and  the  principal  surv^- 
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ors,  respectively,  with  a  copy  of  the  foUowing 
instractions,  relative  to  the  survey  under  7th  arti- 
cle, viz  : 

The  CommissioDers  have  deemed  it  proper  to 
prepare  the  foUowiog  written  instructions,  ior  the 
guidance  of  the  agents  and  principal  surveyors^  in 
ascertaining  the  course  of  the  boundary.  «c.,  un- 
der the  7th  article  of  the  treaty,  comporting  with 
the  verbal  directions  given  to  tne  surveyors  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  season. 

It  is  required,  that  the  direction  which  ihe  true 
line  intended  by  the  treaty,  shall  take,  be  ascer- 
tained from  the  point  where  the  boundary,  under 
the  6th  article,  terminated,  near  the  head  of  St. 
Joseph's  Island,  below  the  Neibish  Rapids,  pro- 
ceeding ^^  through  Lake  Superior,  northward  of 
the  Isles  Royal  and  Philineaux,  to  tne  Long  Lake ; 
thence,  through  the  middle  of  said  Long  Lake 
and  the  water  communication  between  it  and  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods,  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods ; 
thence,  through  the  said  lake,  to  the  most  north- 
western point  thereof." 

In  you^  operations  to  effect  this  object,  the  com- 
missioners do  not  require  you  to  commence  at  the 
nearest  end  of  the  contemplated  line,  nor  to  con- 
duct your  survey  in  continuity ;  but  they  confide 
in  your  discretion  to  proceed  in  such  manner,  rel- 
atively to  the  several  parts  thereof,  as  the  conve- 
nience or  necessities  of  the  seasons  and  other 
causes  may,  in  your  judgment,  render  most  proper. 

In  ascertaining  the  boundary,  under  the  7th  ar- 
ticle, you  are  aware  that  it  is  not  our  intention  to 
pursue  the  course  of  a  triffonometrical  survey,  ob- 
served under  the  6th.  It  will,  however,  be  de- 
sirable that  we  have  a  survey  of  the  shores  and 
islands  between  the  foot  or  the  Neibish  Rapids 
and  Lake  Superior.  It  will  also  be  desirable  to 
have  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  some  point  at 
the  gorge  of  Lake  Superior. 

In  proceeding  throuffh  Lake  Superior,  to  the 
northward  of  the  isles  Royal  and  Philipeaux,  (if 
there  be  any  of  the  last  name,)  examine  whether 
any  islands  lie  so  near  the  boundary  line  described 
in  the  treaty,  as  to  render  it  doubtful  on  which  side 
of  the  said  line  they  may  be  situated ;  and,  if  any 
such  be  found,  ascertain,  by  the  most  easy  and  ex- 
peditious means,  the  shape  and  extent  or  them,  as 
well  as  of  the  isles  Royal  and  Philipeaux,  and 
also  their  geographical  position,  either  by  astro- 
nomical enervations,  or  by  triangles  connecting 
them  with  the  main  shore  or  other  islands,  whose 
position  is  known. 

After  passinff  Lake  Superior,  ascertain  the  po- 
sition of  the  Long  Lake^  or  (if  no  lake  of  toat 
name  is  to  be  found)  the  chain  of  vraters  supposed 
to  be  referred  to  in  the  treaty  by  that  desi^ation. 
Should  you  discover  (as  you  probably  will)  that 
these  waters  do  not  communicate  with  Lake  Su- 
perior, ascertain  what  rivers  or  waters,  divided  by 
a  height  of  land,  and  emptying,  one  into  Lake 
Superior,  and  the  other  into  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods,  approximate  most  nearly.  Fix  the  lati- 
tude and  longitude  of  their  points  of  approxima- 
tion, and  perambulate  these  waters,  downwards, 
observing  their  courses  and  distances,  and  also  the 
islands  in  them,  their  situation  and  extent    Fix 


the  latitodes  and  loogitades  at  which  these  hrtr 
communicate  with  the  rmective  lakes. 

As  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  make  aneh  n^ 
surveys  of  its  shores  and  islands  as,  upon  ea» 
nation  thereof!  you  may  deem  neoesary  to  t  £r 
designation  of  the  boundary.  In  fixisf  \ht  b 
tude  and  longitude  of  ^the  most  nocthvoia 
point  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,"  gnat  can  ai 
accuracy  must  be  obeerved.  As  icganb  the  «k 
geographical  points,  mentioned  in  these  msm 
tions,  you  will  detennine  them  with  ordisarya 
tainty.  You  are  desired  to  report  to  tbe  coaai 
sioncin,  severally,  and  from  time  to  time,  ad 
matters  as  relate  to  yoor  then  past  tranaeua 
and  such  discoveries  as  you  may  have  ma<ie,is 
which,  in  your  opinion,  may  inflaence  yov  k 
tnre  progress  in  the  duties  with  which  yon  a 
charged. 

After  peramhulating  and  ascertaining  \k  f 
proximating  waters  tetween  LakeSopenoia 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  if  any  doubt  sbak  h 
entertained  by  you  as  to  the  direction  wkkb  ■ 
boundary  ought  to  take,  we  wish  to  be  adT^  ^ 
it  as  earl^  as  practicable,  in  order  that  we  si 
proceed,  if  necessary,  to  that  place  to  deters^ 
such  difficulty. 

It  is  expected  of  the  agents  that  they  wci  I 
prompt  and  vigilant  in  supplying  all  the  fnssi 
the  surveyors,  and  of  their  parties;  and  tiiai^ 
will,  at  all  times,  whether  present  or  tUtatAts^ 
them  with  their  advice. 


Eztracl  of  a  leUer  from  Ifr.  Joseph  DdafM^m 
under  the  6th  and  7th  aHicUs  ^  iJie  TrtsL:i 
Ohenty  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

"  Washington,  /Wy  24,  Ist 

"  In  respect  to  the  seventh  article  of  tbc  tatf^ 
great  pains  has  been  taken  by  the  ComDu&^ 
to  ^ect  its  speedy  execution.  The  Ass 
party  now  employcid  consists  of  a  prisc^  ^ 
veyor  and  one  assistant,  who  is  also  the  dn^' 
man,  with  a  few  battcau-men  to  eoodoc:  -k^ 
boats  and  provisions.  J 

"  I  accompanied  our  party  to  Lake  SupenM 
which  neighborhood  they  had  eommeoeeJ  w 
work,  and  before  I  left  them  every  vn^^ 
was  made  to  subsist  them  during  the  pre6aitf> 
the  Summer  of  the  next  year,  m  the  Nort^*^ 
Territory.  With  the  supplies  affi>rded  td 
templated,  together  with  the  provisional 
ments  I  was  enabled  to  effect,  throwh  tke 
ness  of  the  Agent  of  the  American  Far  C 
Hn  case  of  accidents)  at  all  their  tiadiog  po^ 
do  not  doubt  the  maintenance  of  this  party  ii 
Indian  country  for  the  time  specified ;  aod  ^ 
the  British  surveyors  render  an  equal  serricti 
together  with  our  own,  prove  successful  »  « 
performance  of  the  duty  expected  of  them,  lii^' 
a  well-founded  belief  that  the  surveys,  aod  i^  f 
sential  observations  and  information  will  N  > 
tained,  previous  to  their  return. 

" The  passage  from  Lake  Superior  tcl^ 
Lake,  mentioned  in  the  treaty,  (which  ^^ 
means  Rainv  Lake,)  may  demand  more  tim?^ 
labor  to  explore  than  has  been  appieheoded.  i' 
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j^rand  Porttg^  route  has  of  late  been  aban- 
"d  by  the  British  traderaL  and  a  more  nortbera 
»  assumed.  Whether  the  one  or  the  other  of 
i  routes,  or  an  intermediate  one^  is  to  be  the 
idary  line,  can  only  be  ascertained  by  ezplo- 
ns,  of  much  hardship  and  labor,  on  account 
le  formation  of  the  country  which  divides  the 
trs  that  flow  into  Lake  Superior  from  those 
flow  toward,  and  into,  the  Lake  of  the  Woods. 
Southern,  or  Fond-du-lac  route  does  not 
i  ta  be  in  question,  although  it  has,  by  some 
>OK,  been  imnrovidentl]^  suggested.  From  the 
ly  Lake  to  tne  Lake  of  the  Woods,  the  water 
municatiott  is  said  to  be  direct,  and  the  great- 
ask  to  encounter  there  will  be  to  produce,  in 
nmary  way,  a  chart  of  the  latter  lake,  suffi- 
iy  accurate  to  designate  the  line  through  the 
erous  islands  it  contains.  The  exact,  but  la- 
)us  trigonometrical  survey  heretofore  conduct- 
t  has  been  determined  to  abandon,  and  the 
eyors  are  instructed  to  ascertain  the  desired 
mation  by  a  more  rapid  method,  (as  described 
le  journal,)  with  sufficient  certainty  for  the 
purposes  of  the  commission.  Besides  these 
isitions  of  the  surveyors,  there  will  be  several 
ts  of  latitude  and  longitude  to  be  determined, 
some  of  theip  with  great  care  and  accuracy, 
icularly  that  of  the  northwest  point  of  the 
e  of  the  Wood^ 

[  have  mentioned  these  several  objects,  to  show 
,  although  there  is  a  reasonable  prospect  that 
Norks  may  be  perfected  in  another  season,  yet, 
there  may  be  obstacles  which  our  imperfect 
!V  ledge  or  the  country  must  keep  concealed 
I  our  own  investigations  shall  disclose  them, 
n  the  line  of  trading  posts,  but  little  can  be 
led  that  is  satisfactory  of  this  part  of  the 
iiwest  territory ;  and  as  it  will  sometimes  oc- 
that  the  surveyors  must  explore  a  section  that 
iknown,  and  even  untrod,  but  by  the  hunter, 
ok  there  has  already  been  made  the  best  pre- 
on  of  the  time  it  may  consume." 


aa  ofaldUrfr<m  Joeeph  DdoMd^  Agent^ under 
I  Qth  and  7th  ofHdes  of  ihe  Treaty  of  Ohent^  to 
Secretary  of  State,  dated 

"Boston,  Siye.  24, 1822. 

Since  I  had  last  the  honor  to  address  you,  I 
made  known  to  the  American  commissioner 
the  Long  lake,  mentioned  in  the  treaty  of  1783, 
eh  lake  is  unknown  at  the  present  day  by 
name,)  is  a  sheet  of  water,  or  passage,  near 
>ld  Grand  Portage  from  Lake  Superior,  and 
laid  down  and  described  upon  the  map  used 
lie  purposes  of  that  treaty,  as  appears  by  the 
!  in  your  office. 

have  also  communicated  this  fact  to  our 
lyor  empbyed  in  the  Northwest. 
iy  last  accounts  from  him  state,  that  he  should 

Lac-la-Pline  by  the  middle  of  August  last, 
that,  in  bis  way  there,  he  should  take  the  old 
[d  Portage  route,  wnich  is  the  Long  lake 
^  as  now  properly  understood.  The  British 
r  were  to  proceed  by  the  same  route.  I  am 
^  gratified  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  give 


these  particulars,  because  there  is  no  longer  any 
serious  question  open  as  to  the  general  course  that 
the  line  is  intended  to  be  run ;  and  because  it  is 
now  more  certain  that,  upon  the  return  of  the  sur- 
veyors the  next  season,  the  board  will  be  possessed 
of  all  necessary  information  to  determine  the 
doubts  under  the  7th  article  of  the  treaty,  and  de- 
signate the  line." 


SETTLEMENT  AT  THE  MOUTH  OF  COLUM- 

BIA  RIVER. 

[Commnnicatsd  to  the  House,  Jsonsry  27, 1823.] 

TotheHouaefRepretentalivea  of  the  United  States  : 

I  transmit,  herewith,  to  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  to- 
gether with  the  document  and  information  re- 
quested by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  19th 
of  December  last,  relating  to  the  establishment  at 
the  mouth  of  Columbia  river. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  Jan,  25, 1823. 


Depabtment  of  State. 

Waehinffton,  Jan.  24,  1823. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  re- 
ferred the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  19th  of  December  last,  requesting  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  ''to  lay  before 
that  House  so  much  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Prevost 
as  relates  to  the  establishment  at  the  mouth  of 
Columbia  river,  and  such  information  as  he  may 
have  in  his  possession  in  relation  to  the  arrange- 
ments made,  about  the  year  1824,  by  the  North- 
west Company,  with  the  proprietors  of  a  settle- 
ment made  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  at  the 
mouth  of  Columbia  river,  by  which  that  company 
became  possessed  of  that  settlement,"  has  the  honor 
of  reporting  to  the  President  copies  of  the  papers 
requested  by  that  resolution. 

JOHN  a.  ADAMS. 


Mr.  J.  B.  Prevost  to  the  Secretary  ofStaU. 

Monterey,  New  California, 

November  11, 1818. 

Sir  :  In  conformity  with  mine  of  the  27th  July, 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  your  Depart- 
ment from  Limtu  I  proceeded  in  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  'sloop  of  war  Blossom  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Columbia,  and  entered  the  river  on  the  1st  of 
October  following.  A  few  days  thereafter,  to  wit, 
on  the  6th,  as  you  will  perceive  by  referring  to  a 
copy  of  the  act  of  surrender,  (marked  A,)  I  re- 
ceived in  the  name,  and  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  the  possession  of  the  establishment  at  Fort 
Qeorge,  made  under  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Ghent,  by  Captain  Hickey,  of  the  rojral  navy, 
in  compliance  with  the  orders  of  the  Prince  Re- 
gent for  that  purpose,  signified  to  him  through  the 
medium  of  Earl  Bathurst.  The  British  flag  was, 
thereupon,  lowered,  and  that  of  the  United  Sltates 
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hoisted  in  its  stead ;  where  it  now  waves,  in  token 
both  of  possession  and  of  sovereignty. 

The  establishment,  of  which  the  annexed  sketch 
(marked  B)  will  give  you  a  correct  idea,  has  been 
considerably  extended  and  improved  by  the  agents 
of  the  Northwest  Company  of  Canada,  who  will 
continue  to  occupy  and  protect  it,  under  our  flag, 
until  it  shall  please  the  President  to  give  orders  for 
their  removal.  I  will,  however,  suggest  that,  when 
such  disposition  shall  take  place,  time  ought  to  be 
granted,  in  a  ratio  with  the  distance^  to  enable 
tnem  to  obtain  the  means  of  transportmg  the  pri- 
vate property  deposited  there,  consisting  of  dry 
goods,  furs,  and  implements  of  war,  to  a  large 
amount. 

Shortly  after  the  ceremony  of  surrender,  I  re- 
ceived a  note  on  this  subject  from  Mr.  Keith,  the 
gentleman  whose  signature  accompanies  that  of 
Captain  J.  Hickey,  which,  together  with  a  copy 
of  my  answer^  (also  marked  S,)  is  submitted  lor 
your  inspection.  A  sense  of  justice  would  have 
dictated  the  assurances  I  have  ^iven  him  in  reply; 
but  I  had  a  further  motive,  which  was  that  of  sub- 
siding the  apprehensions  excited  by  the  abrupt 
visit  of  the  Ontario.  It  appeared  to  me  prudent, 
in  this  view,  to  take  no  notice  of  the  suggestion 
relative  to  the  discussion  of  boundary,  and,  in  an- 
swering, to  avoid  any  intimation  of  immediate  or 
of  future  removal ;  as  either  might  have  induced 
him  to  form  a  settlement  elsewhere  on  the  river, 
and  thus  have  given  rise  to  collisions  between  the 
two  Governments,  which  may  now  be  wholly 
avoided. 

The  bay  is  spacious;  contains  several  anchor- 
ing places,  in  a  sufficient  depth  of  water ;  and  is, 
by  no  means,  so  difficult  of  ingress  as  has  been 
represented.  Those  enjoying  the  exclusive  com- 
merce have  probably  cherished  an  impression  un- 
favorable to  its  continuance,  growing  out  of  the 
incomplete  survey  of  Lieutenant  Broughton,  made 
under  the  orders  of  Vancouver  in  1792.  It  is  true 
that  there  is  a  bar  extending  across  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  at  either  extremity  of  which  are^  at  times, 
appalling  breakers;  but  it  is  equally  true  that  it 
offers,  at  the  lowest  tides,  a  depth  of  twenty-one 
feet  of  water  through  a  passage,  exempt  from  them, 
of  nearly  a  league  in  width.  The  Blossom,  carry- 
ing more  guns  than  the  Ontario,  encountered  a 
change  of  wind  while  in  the  channel;  was  com- 
pelled to  let  go  her  anchor;  and,  when  again 
weighed,  to  tack  and  beat,  in  order  to  reach  the 
harbor ;  yet  found  a  greater  depth,  and  met  with 
no  difficulty  either  then  or  on  leaving  the  bay. 
The  survey  (marked  C)  may  be  relied  upon  for 
its  accuracy.  The  bearings,  distances,  and  sound- 
ings, were  taken  bv  Captain  Hickey,  who  was 
kind  enough  to  lend  himself  to  the  examination,' 
and  to  furnish  me  with  this  result.  It  is  the  more 
interesting,  as  it  shows  that,  with  the  aid  of  buoys, 
the  access  to  vessels  of  almost  any  tonnage  may 
be  rendered  secure.  In  addition  to  this,  it  is  sus- 
ceptible of  entire  defence;  because  a  ship,  after 
passing  the  bar,  in  order  to  avoid  the  breaking  of 
the  sea  on  one  of  the  banks,  is  obliged  to  bear  up 
directly  for  the  knoll  forming  the  cape;  at  all 
times  to  approach  within  a  short  disl«nce  of  its 


base ;  and  most  frequently  there  to  anckor 
a  small  battery  erected  on  this  point,  m  tm 
tion  with  the  surges  on  the  opposite  side 
so  endanger  the  approach  as  to  deter  an 
however  nardy,  from  the  attempt. 

This  outlet,  the  only  one  between  the  ^ 
eighth  and  fifty-third  degrees  of  latitudf,  eoin 
the  entire  range  of  country  from  the  ocean  ^ 
monntains;  and  its  interior  anites  tbeadtu: 
of  a  water  communication  throughooL  by  m 
of  the  many  streams  tributary  to  the  Coia 
two  of  which  disembogue  opposite  to  etdn 
within  twenty-five  leagues  of  the  port, are  m 
ble,  and  neam  of  equu  magnitude  withibk 
tiful  river.  The  ocean  teems  with  otter,  (n 
haiea^)  the  seal,  and  the  whale ;  while  tb^  s 
land  affords,  in  innumerable  quantities,  lii^n 
mon  otter,  {mtuULa  hUica^)  the  bear,  the  bd 
and  the  whole  variety  of  deer. 

It  has  been  observed,  by  exploring  thi^ 
that  the  climate,  to  the  southward  of  fifn^^ 
degrees,  assumes  a  mildness  unknown  is  tk 
latitude  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  eontineDt  W. 
out  digressing  to  speculate  upon  the  caos^h 
merely  state,  that  such  is  particularly  tbe  fxt 
forty-six  dm-ees  sixteen  minutes,  the  siie  ef  j 
George.  The  mercury,  during  the  Winter.  sHi 
descends  below  the  freezing  point;  wheniKC4 
It  is  rarely  stationary  for  any  number  o{^]y^ 
the  severity  of  the  season  is  more  deteriJ<^ 
the  quantity  of  water  than  by  its  eongeialui- 1 
rains  usually  commence  with  November,  ib^-^ 
tinue  to  fall  partially  until  the  latter  eodcfMu 
or  beginning  of  April.  A  benign  SjHiDgsLf<4 
and  when  the  Summer  heats  obtain,  ih£T  l** 
tempered  by  showers  as  seldom  to  sospefii^ 
tation.  I  round  it  luxuriant  on  my  anmi  i 
during  a  fortnight's  stay,  experienced  doc^" 
weather  to  retard  its  course.  The  soil  i^s^ 
all  the  cereal  ^ramina  and  tnberous  plast-^T 
cultivated  with  advantage;  and  the  v^^"^ 
in  salmon,  sturgeon,  and  other  varieties  " 

The  natives,  in  appearance  as  well  u  i 
acter,  differ  essentially  from  those  with  gs- 
are  less  in  stature,  more  deiicatdy  fonned,^ 
{^ular  in  the  shape  of  the  head,  which,  in  ' 
IS  compressed  between  two  small  pUtest^ 
or  metal,  so  as  in  its  growth  to  obttin  t^ 
blance  of  a  wedge.  They  are  inqubitire.  ch 
sagacious,  possess  fewer  of  the  vices  attnb^a 
the  savage,  and  are  less  addicted  to  cra^ 
war.  Scalping  is  unknown  to  them;  ao^i[* 
oner  suffers  the  infliction  of  no  other  po&i-*^^ 
than  that  of  becoming  slave  to  the  captor 
they  neither  sow  nor  reap,  an  observer 
easdy  discern  in  what  the  servitude  coc^nits. 
wants  of  the  one  are  supplied  by  his  owa  ^ 
in  the  use  of  the  bow  aiAl  spear;  while  tb(^ 
the  other  require  the  same  ^forts,  and  eqci^ 
for  their  gratification. 

The  language  on  this  side  of  the  fall' ^^ 
strong  analogy  with  that  of  Nootka;  sozs^f^i 
that,  with  the  aid  of  a  Spanish  vocsbQlarr^t" 
latter,  accompanying  the  voyage  of.^*^i 
could,  notwithstanding  the  imperfectiofis« 
mode  of  conveying  and  of  obtaiaiog  ^^"^ 
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'ress  my  wants  and  be  perfectly  understood.  I 
i<et  with  several  of  the  natives  who  had  hereto- 
3re  Yolunteered  on  board  of  some  one  of  our  ves- 
?ls  in  their  fur  excursions ;  two  of  whom  had 
cquired  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  our  language 

>  speak  it  with  some  ease,  and  were  extremdy 
olicitous  to  embark  with  us. 

I  regret  that  I  could  not  collect  sufficient  data 
poQ  which  to  ground  an  estimate  of  the  furs 
athered  on  the  Columbia ;  it  was  impossible,  for 
aftsons  that  are  obvious.  Humboldt  has  under- 
iken  to  number  those  of  the  otter  taken  on  the 
aasit  and  shipped  to  China,  of  which  he  assigns 
ve-sixths  to  the  Americajis.  He  mav  be  correct 
»  to  the  quantity,  but  I  doubt  whetner  the  pro- 
xtion  be  quite  so  ffreat ;  as  it  frequently  happens 
lat  the  English  adventurer  confides  his  stock  to 
3r  countrymen,  in  order  to  participate  in  the 
•Befit  of  a  market,  from  a  direct  intercourse  with 
^ich  be  is  excluded  by  the  laws  of  his  country. 

Perhaps  I  have  gone  too  much  into  detail ;  but 

appeared  to  me  that,  by  exhibiting  the  impor- 
iDce  of  the  position  only,  I  should  not  have  ful- 
lied  the  object  of  the  President;  that  it  was 
|uaiiy  incumbent  on  me  to  present  a  view  of  the 
jontry,  of  its  inhabitants,  of  its  resources,  of  its 
pproacb,  and  of  its  means  of  defence.  I  shall 
ow  conclude  with  the  relation  of  an  occurrence 
'hich  may  and  ought  to  influence  the  course  to 
e  adopted  and  pursued  as  to  this  station. 

The  spMeculations  of  Humboldt,  and  his  glow- 
^  description  of  the  soil  and  climate  of  this  pro- 
iace,  have  probably  given  a  new  direction  to  the 
m  bit  ion  of  Russia,  and  determined  its  Bmperor 

>  the  acquisition  of  empire  in  America.  Until 
31 G,  the  settlements  of  this  Power  did  not  reach 
J  the  southward  of  58°,*  and  were  of  no  con- 
deration,  although  dignified  by  them  with  the 
lie  of  Ru5sian  America. 

In  the  commencement  of  that  year  two  distinct 
stablishments  were  made,  of  a  different  and  of  a 
lore  imposing  character.  The  first  at  Atooi,  one 
f  the  Sandwich  islands ;  the  other  in  this  vicini- 
f,  within  a  few  leagues  of  St.  Francisco,  the 
lost  northerly  possession  of  Spain,  in  57°  56^. 
The  sketch  I  subjoin  (marked  D)  was  i>rocured 
mm  a  member  oi  the  Government  at  this  place, 
torn  whom  I  also  learned  that  its  augmentation 
as  since  become  so  considerable  as  to  excite 
erioQs  alarm.  Two  Russian  ships  left  this  on 
beir  way  thither  a  few  days  anterior  to  our  ar- 
ival-T^ne  having  on  board  mechanics  of  every 
lescription,  together  with  implements  of  hus- 
aodry.  We  passed  sufficiently  near  the  spot  as- 
ignea  to  it  to  distinguish  the  coast  with  some 
irecisioD,  and  ascertained  that  it  was  an  open 
pad — a  circumstance  that  renders  the  position 
itble  to  many  objections,  if  intended  to  be  per- 
paoent ;  in  other  respects,  the  choice  is  judicious 
or  an  infant  colony.  It  enjoys  a  climate  still 
Dilder  than  that  of  Columbia ;  is  environed  by  a 

*  Chart  of  the  discoveries  of  Russian  nsvigators, 
nlilished  by  order  of  the  Emperor  in  1802,  referred 
lAby  Humboldt  in  his  View  of  New  Spain,  (trsnsla- 
joo,)  page  370,  2d  vol.  (note.) 


beautiful  country;  and  its  proximity  to  an  old 
settlement  enables  the  Russians  to  partake  of  the 
numerous  herds  of  black  cattle  and  horses  that 
have  been  there  multiplying  for  the  last  fifty 
years.  The  port  of  St.  Francis  is  one  of  the  most 
convenient,  extensive,  and  safe  in  the  world, 
wholly  without  defence,  and  in  the  neighborhood 
of  a  feeble,  diffused,  and  disaffected  population. 
Under  all  tnese  circumstances,  may  we  not  infer 
views  to  the  early  possession  of  this  harbor,  and 
ultimately  to  the  sovereignty  of  entire  California? 
Surely  the  growth  of  a  race  on  these  shores, 
scarcely  emerged  from  the  savage  state,  guided  by 
a  chiei  who  seeks  not  to  emancipate,  but  to  in- 
thral,  is  an  event  to  be  deprecated — an  event,  the 
mere  apprehension  of  which  ought  to  excite  the 
jealousies  of  the  United  States,  so  far  at 'least  as 
to  induce  the  cautionary  measure  of  preserving  a 
station  which  may  serve  as  a  barrier  to  a  northern 
aggrandizement. 

Ihave  not  been  able  to  gather  other  information 
respecting  the  settlement  at  Atooi  than  that  of 
an  assurance  of  its  existence — a  fact  corroborated 
by  the  visit  of  the  two  ships  to  those  islands  in 
their  route  hither.  The  Kussians  are  not  yet 
such  enterprising  navigators  as  to  augment  sea 
risks  b)r  extending  a  voyage  several  thousand 
miles  without  an  object.  Such  was  the  case  in 
this  instance,  unless  connected  with  the  settle* 
ment,  as  they  had  sailed  from  Lima  abundantly 
supplied,  a  few  weeks  prior  to  my  first  visit  to  that 
city,  in  April  last. 

These  islands  yield  the  sandal  wood,  so  much 
esteemed  in  China,  and  have  been  resorted  to  by 
our  vessels,  for  years  past,  not  only  in  search  of 
this  valuable  article,  but  of  the  necessary  stock  of 
fresh  provisions  to  supply  the  crew  during  their 
cruise  on  the  Northwest  coast.  How  far  this  in- 
tercourse may  be  affected,  hereafter,  by  this  en- 
croachment, is  also  a  subject  for  the  consideration 
of  the  President. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  enclose  a  note  (mark- 
ed E)  of  the  authorities,  Spanish  as  well  as  Eng- 
lish, that  have  fallen  under  my  view,  illustrating 
the  discovery  of  the  Columbia  by  Mr.  Qray,  in 
1791.  Its  subsequent  occupation  in  1811,  by  which 
the  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  was  com- 
pleted, to  the  exclusion  of  any  European  claim- 
ant, is  a  fact  of  which  the  surrender  of  the  sole 
establishment  on  the  river  is  conclusive  evidence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dc«., 

J.  B.  PREVOST. 


Mr,  /.  /.  Astor  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 

New  York,  January  4, 1823. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
the  24th  ultimo.  Indisposition  has  prevented  my 
acknowledging  the  receipt  thereof  at  an  earlier 
period. 

You  request  information  of  arrangements  made 
at  about  1814,  by  the  Northwest  Company  and 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  by  which  that  com- 
pany became  possessed  of  a  settlement  made  at 
the  mouth  of  Columbia  river  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States.     The  settlement  to  which  you 
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allude.  I  presume,  is  "Astoria,"  as  I  know  of  no 
other  naving^  been  made  at  or  near  the  mouth  of 
that  river.  Several  circumstances  are  alleged  as 
having  contributed  to  the  arrangement  by  which 
the  Northwest  Company  became  in  possession  of 
that  settlement,  but  chiefly  to  the  misuse  of  the 
confidence  which  bad  been  placed  in  Mr.  Mc- 
Dougall,  who,  at  the  time  the  arrangement  was 
made,  and  lit  the  time  my  chief  agent,  Mr.  Wil- 
son P.  Hunt,  was  absent,  acted  as  sub-agent. 

I  befi^  leave  briefly  to  state,  that,  contemplating 
to  make  an  establishment  at  the  mouth  of  Co- 
lumbia river,  which  should  serve  as  a  place  of 
depot,  and  give  farther  facilities  for  conducting  a 
trade  across  this  continent  to  that  river,  and  from 
thence,  on  the  range  of  Northwest  coast,  dbc,  to 
Canton,  in  China,  and  from  thence  to  (he  United 
States,  arrangements  were  accordingly  made,  in 
1810,  for  a  party  of  men  to  cross  the  continent 
for  the  Columbia  river.  At  the  same  time,  I  fitted 
the  ship  Tonquin,  carrying  twenty  guns  and  sixty 
men,  commanded  by  the  late  Captain  Thorn, 
Lieutenant  of  the  United  States  Navy.  This 
ship  sailed  in  Semtember,  1810,  having  on  board 
the  means  for  making  an  establishment  at  Colum- 
bia, where  she  arrived  on  22d  March,  1811.  They 
landed,  found  the  natives  friendly,  and  built  a 
fort,  erected  a  bouse,  store,  ^c.  This  being  ac- 
complished, Captain  Thorn  left  thirty  men  in 
possession  of  the  place,  to  await  the  party  who 
were  to  make  the  voyage  over  land ;  these  also 
happily  arrived,  though  not  till  several  months 
after.  On  or  about  the  1st  of  June,  Captain 
Thorn  left  Columbia  river  with  a  view  to  make 
some  trade  on  the  coast,  and  then  to  return  to  the 
river;  but,  unfortunately,  Cabtain  Thorn  never 
returned.  At  about  two  hundred  miles  north  of 
the  Columbia,  he  put  in  a  bay  to  trade  with  the 
natives.  Not  attendin«f  to  the  precautions  neces- 
sary, as  he  had  been  instructed  to  do,  to  guard 
against  attack,  he  suffered  a  whole  tribe  of  Indians 
to  come  on  board  and  about  his  ship ;  an  attack 
was  made ;  he  was  overpowered ;  fire  was  com- 
municated to  the  magazine ;  the  ship  was  blown 
up ;  and  every  soul  on  board,  or  near  ner,  perished. 

In  1811, 1  fitted  out  another  ship,  the  Beaver, 
carrying  twenty  guns,  with  a  duplicate  cargo  of 
the  ship  Tonauin,  and  sixty  or  seventy  men.  The 
captain  (Sowle)  was  instructed  to  sail  for  Colum- 
bia river,  and  in  search  of  the  men  who  were  sent 
across  the  continent,  as  also  of  the  Tonquin.  The 
Beaver  sailed  from  this  in  October,  1811,  arrived 
at  Columbia  in  May  following,  found  the  estab* 
lishment.  and  landed  such  men,  goods,  provisions, 
dbc,  as  tne  establishment  was  in  need  of.  My  in- 
structions to  the  captain  were,  that,  after  supply- 
ingtbe  establishment,  he  should  proceed  toChatka, 
a  Russian  settlement,  for  the  purpose  of  trade ; 
and  then  return  to  Columbia,  take  what  furs  we 
had,  and  proceed  to  Canton,  and  from  thence  to 
New  York.  He  accordingly  left  Columbia ;  and, 
most  unfortunately,  Mr.  Hunt,  of  Trenton,  New 
Jersey,  my  chief  agent,  left  the  river  with  him, 
sailea  as  directed,  for  the  Russian  settlement,  and 
effected  their  object ;  but,  instead  of  following  in- 
structions to  return  to  Columbia,  he  sailed  direct 


for  Canton,  leaving  Mr.  Hunt  at  oneof  tbeStk 
wich  islands,  to  await  the  arrival  of  aDotherit. 
which  I  had  promised  to  send  from  thb  id  1*!: 
The  ship  Beaver  arrived  at  Canton,  and  mti't-. 
there  the  news  of  war.  I  had  sent  orden  u  tt 
captain  to  return  to  Astoria,  bat  he  was  ffirfs;;; 
bemff  captured,  and  remained  safelr  at  Cassx 
till  the  war  was  over,  when  he  came  honf.  k 
consequence  of  the  war,  I  fooDd  it  inconvnoi 
to  send  a  ship  in  1812 ;  but  I  did  send  oo£  a 
Lark)  early  in  1813,  with  directions  to  th^apai 
to  sail  for  Columbia  river,  'and  to  slop  i: » 
Sandwich  islands  for  information.  BeisgT.tb 
a  few  days'  sail  of  those  islands,  the  s£ip.iii 
squall  of  wind,  was  unset,  and  finally  drifthi « 
the  beach  of  one  of  those  islands,  a  wrerk-^ 
and  cargo  totally  lost  Here  was  met  Mr.  Em. 
who,  after  all  the  information  hereceivfd.ai 
my  great  desire  to  protect  the  estaUishms'f 
Colombia  river,  procured  an  American  ^td. 
took  some  provisions,  sailed,  and  arrived  u  ^ 
lumbia  river.  He  there  learned  that  McDc^ 
had  transferred  all  mj  property  to  the  Norti 
Companv,  who  were  m  possession  of  it^br  a 
as  he  called  it,  for  the  sum  of  about  SS&iTf^ 
which  he  retained  $14,000,  for  wages  sud  t? 
d  ue  to  some  of  the  men.  Froni  the  price  obad 
for  the  goods,  dbc.,  and  he  baring  himself  br:ii 
interested  in  the  purchase,  and  made  a  paae^ 
the  Northwest  Company,  some  idea  aif  -^ 
formed  as  to  this  man's  correctness  of  M^ 
It  will  be  seen,  by  the  ajgreement  (of  v!l<^| 
transmit  a  copy)  and  the  inventory,  that  kS^ 
to  the  Northwest  Companv  18,170}  poasi)?' 
beaver,  at  two  dollars,  which  was  at  aboot  tk 
time  seliiuff  in  Canton  at  five  and  sixiic^'' 
907  otter  skins,  at  fifty  cents,  or  halfadoliE. 
which  were  selling  in  Canton  at  five  to  six  hi- 
lars per  skin. 

I  estimated  the  whole  propesty  to  bevc:ii 
nearer  9200,000  than  $40,000,  about  the  ^ 
which  I  received  by  bills  on  Montreal.  Pry^=^ 
to  the  transaction  of  McDougall,  we  had  i^^ 
established  trading-posts  in  the  interior,  lad  <^ 
in  contact  with  the  Northwest  Companr.  l^  > 
now  to  be  seen  what  means  have  been  osf-^ 
them  to  counteract  my  plan.  It  is  well  ^^ 
that,  as  soon  as  the  Northwest  Company  bii  > 
formation  of  my  intentions  and  plan  for  co^^ 
ing  my  commercial  operations,  tney  despatch^* 
party  of  men  from  the  interior,  with  a  rit*^ 
arrive  before  mv  people  at  Columbia.  Tu* 
men  were  obliged  to  return  without  efectiog  ^ 
object.  In  tl^  mean  thne,  repiesentatioD  «* 
made  to  their  Gk>vernment  as  to  the  proii^ 
effect  of  my  operations  on  their  interest,  aa^ ''^ 
qaesting  to  interfere  in  their  behalf.  This  beat 
in  time  of  peace,  the  Gk>vemment  did  not  d(«a( 
advisable  so  to  do.  So  soon,  however,  a^^ 
was  declared,  these  representations  were  reoew 
aid  was  asked  from  the  Government,  aod  i«*^ 
granted.  The  Phcebe  frigate,  and  sloops  c!  *^' 
Racoon  and  Porcupine,  were  sent  from  ^^f^^ 
with  orders  to  proceed  to  Columbia  rirer.i^ 
destroy  my  property.  They  sailed  from  Ew-^-- 
early  m  January,  1813.    Arriving  at  Rio  dt  '*■ 
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leiro,  Admiral  Dickson  ordered  the  PhcBbe  frigate, 
rith  one  of  the  sloops,  to  pursue  Captain  Porter, 
n  the  friffate  Essex,  and  tne  sloop-of-war  Racoon 
}  the  Commbia.  She  arrived  threre,  took  posses- 
bo  in  the  name  of  the  King,  and  changed  the 
ame  of  the  place,  Astoria,  to  Fort  Greorge.  Pre- 
ious  to  this,  the  Northwest  Company  had  de- 
Ntched  another  or  second  party  of  men  to  the 
/olambia.  They  arrived  there  in  the  absence  of 
Ir.  Hunt.  McDougall  gave  them  support  and 
rotection,  and  they  commenced,  after  some  time, 
\  oe^tiate  with  this  gentleman. 
The  reasons  assign^  by  him  for  his  conduct 
rill  be  seen  by  an  extract  of  a  letter  said  to  have 
KQ  sent  by  a  Mr.  Shaw,  of  the  Northwest  Com- 
iD]r,  and  of  which  I  send  you  a  copy.  The 
bo  by  me  adopted  was  such  as  must  have  ma- 
tially  affected  the  interest  of  the  Northwest  and 
l&dson's  Bay  Companies,  and  it  was  easy  to  be 
ffeseen  that  they  would  employ  every  means  to 
wnteract  my  operations,  and  which,  as  my  im- 
ressioo,  I  stated  to  the  Executive  of  your  Depart- 
latas  early  as  February,  1813,  as  will  be  seen 
r  a  copy  of  the  sketch  of  a  letter  which  I  wrote 
I  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  which  no  reply  was 
iveo.  On  repeated  application,  some  time  after, 
tf  was  promised  me ;  but  I  believe  the  situation 
[oar  country  rendered  it  inconvenient  to  give  it. 
|oQ  will  observe  that  the  name  of  the  Pacific  For 
^mpany  is  made  use  of  at  the  commencement 
^ the  arrangements  for  this  undertaking.  I  pre- 
vKd  to  have  it  appear  as  the  business  of  a  com- 
my  rather  than  that  of  an  individual ;  and  sev- 
&1  of  the  gentlemen  en^ged,  Mr.  Hunt,  Mr. 
n»b,  Mr.  McKay,  McDougall,  Stuart,  &c., 
^,  in  effect,  to  be  interested  as  partners  in  the 
iiiertaking,  so  far  as  respected  any  profit  which 
^l^^  arise ;  but  the  means  were  furnished  by 
^  and  the  property  was  solely  mine,  and  I  sus- 
ioed  the  loss,  which,  though  considerable,  I  do 
^  regret ;  because,  had  it  not  been  for  the  un- 
rtanate  occurrence  just  stated,  I  should  have 
ni,  as  I  believe,  most  richly  rewarded,  as  it  will 
^n  that  the  difference  of  price  in  the  beaver 
^  otter  skins  alone,  »ay  what  I  received,  and 
(raloeof  them  at  Canton  at  that  time,  is  about 
^y  thousand  dollars.  The  copy  of  agreement. 
»entory,  and  extract  of  Shaw's  letter,  you  Will 
^  return  to  me. 
I  am  sir,  &e., 

JOHN  JACOB  ASTOR. 
Hon.  John  duiNCT  Aoams, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Astor  to  Mr.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  State, 

New  York,  February^  1813. 
BtR :  I  take  the  liberty  to  call  to  your  recollec- 
0  the  subject  of  which  I  spoke  wnen  I  had  the 
Dor  of  waiting  on  you  at  Washington,  and  to 
close  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  received  in 
^^ember  last,  via  Canada,  as  also  copies  of  some 
i»  passed  between  some  of  the  agents  whom  I 
It  to  Columbia  river  and  Mr.  Thompson,  a 
^er  of  the  Northwest  Company  of  Canada. 
these  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Indians  on  that 


part  of  the  continent  are  friendly,  and  it  is  under- 
stood that  the  climate  is  mild  and  the  country  is 
good,  and  I  am  informed  and  believe  that  a  great 
and  valuable  trade  may  be  carried  on  there  with 
more  advantage  by  this  than  any  other  country. 
By  the  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  wintering  part- 
ners of  the  Northwest  Company  to  Mr.  McGil- 
livray,  of  Montreal,  it  will  be  seen  that  they  are 
more  or  less  apprehensive  that  the  plan  pursued 
by  me  will  more  or  less  endanger  the  valuable 
and  extensive  trade  of  that  company,  which, 
though  of  some  consideration  to  this  country,  is, 
in  my  opinion,  of  less  consequence  than  the  trade 
which  may  be  carried  on  on  the  coast,  and  from 
thence  to  China,  as  also  a  considerable  trade 
with  the  Russian  settlements  in  that  part  of  the 
world. 

You  will  perceive,  sir,  that  the  people  whom  I 
sent  out  in  a  ship  in  the  year  1810  nave  estab- 
lished themselves  on  the  Columbia  river,  and 
have  built  a  fort,  which  I  understand  is  on  a  fa- 
vorable situation,  about  ten  or  twelve  miles  from 
the  month  of  the  river.  If  all  the  men  who  were 
sent  thither  have  arrived  safe,  (as  I  believe  they 
have,)  then  there  must  be  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty,  besides  a  number  of  natives  from  the  Sand- 
wich islands. 

I  know  that  the  Northwest  Company  have  com- 
municated my  undertaking  to  the  British  Ctov- 
ernment,  and,  under  present  circumstances,  I 
think  it  more  than  probable  that  they  will  apply 
for  some  aid  to  defeat  it.  Whether  they  have,  or 
will  succeed  in  obtaining  it,  I  know  not. 

I  have,  however,  every  reason  to  believe  that  if 
the  Government  do  not  aid  them,  they  will  make 
themselves  an  effort  to  that  effect.  Under  other 
circumstances  than  the  present,  (I  mean  in  time 
of  peace.)  I  think  I  could  have  made  a  stand 
against  that  company ;  in  the  present,  it  becomes 
doubtful  and  hazardous,  and,  in  case  of  an  inter- 
ference on  the  part  of  the  British  Government, 
impossible  for  an  individual  to  hold  possession  of 
a  country  which  may  become  a  source  of  wealth 
and  comfort  to  many*  In  this  situation,  it  be- 
comes very  interesting  to  know  somewhat  of  the 
views  of  Government  relative  to  this  object;  and 
whether  the  United  States  have  or  will  assert  any 
claim  to  that  or  any  part  of  that  country ;  and 
whether  the  Government  will  deem  it  expedient 
to  take  possession  and  give  protection  to  the  in- 
fant establishment  which  has  been  made.  I  pre- 
sume, if  forty  or  fifty  men  were  placed  in  the  fort 
already  established,  or  on  some  more  eligible  sit- 
uation, (if  such  there  be,)  they  could,  with  the  aid 
of  the  men  already  there,  repel  any  force  which  I 
think  it  likely  the  British  would  at  this  time  send  ; 
and.  in  the  mean  time,  means  might  be  found  to 
send  some  more  men,  and  to  strengthen  ourselves. 
My  plan  was  to  have  reconciled  the  Indians  on 
the  Missouri  to  our  having  a  free  communication 
up  that  river,  which  no  doubt  in  a  future  day  will 
be  effected,  whence  we  can  send  any  force  neces- 
sary to  protect  ourselves.  But  it  appears  necessary 
that  some  step  should  now  be  taken  which  will 
afford  a  more  speedy  aid,  which  can  only  be  done 
by  sending  a  vessel,  dbc.  round  Cape  Horn.  There 
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are  at  this  time  about  twelve  or  thirteen  American 
vessels  on  that  coast ;  many  of  them  might  seek 
and  find  protection  in  the  Columbia  river  if  we 
had  even  a  small  force  there.  I  beg  leave  to  say, 
that,  at  the  commencement  of  my  undertaking,  it 
appeared  to  be  necessary  that  some  of  the  people 
sent  to  that  country  should  be  acquainted  with 
the  Indian  trade)  and,  they  being  very  scarce  in 
the  United  Statet^,  I  have  been  under  the  necessity 
of  taking  some  from  Canada,  some  Canadians, 
and  siome  few  Scotchmen.  Although  they  have 
all  become  citizens  of  the  United  States,  I  am 
more  or  less  apprehensive  that  these,  in  time  of 
war,  may  join  any  force  sent  by  the  Northwest 
Company  or  the  British  Government;  and  the 
more  so  if  there  should  be  no  appearance  of  any 
protection  from  this  country.  The  number  of 
these  is,  however^  small;  ana  the  principal  agent 
is  a  Mr.  Hunt,  ot  Trenton,  a  real  American,  and 
a  gentleman  of  integrity,  honor,  and  talents.  I 
believe,  at  present,  there  is  no  post  or  establish- 
ment on  the  Columbia  river  but  the  one  here 
spoken  of,  though  I  am  pretty  sure  the  Northwest 
Company  will  endeavor  to  fix  one,  as  I  have  just 
received  a  letter  dated  19th  November,  in  Lon- 
don, which  says  the  Northwest  Company  are  fit- 
ting the  ship  Isaac  Todd,  of  about  five  hundred 
tons,  to  go  to  the  Northwest  coast.  The  writer 
does  not  say  under  what  circumstances  the  ship 
goes ;  but  that  she  will  go  to  Columbia  river,  there 
can  be  no  doubt.  I  pray  you,  sir,  to  have  the 
goodness  to  bring  this  subject  under  the  consider- 
ation of  the  President,  and,  if  permitted ^  I  would 
ask  the  favor  of  being  informed  of  the  result; 
which  is  the  more  desirable,  as  I  expect  very 
shortly  an  opportunity  of  sending  a  messenger  to 
that  quarter  of  the  world.  I  am  sure  the  Govern- 
ment will  readily  see  the  importance  of  having 
possession  and  the  command  of  a  river  so  impor- 
tant and  extensive  as  the  Columbia,  the  fountain 
of  which  cannot  be  far  distant  from  that  of  the 
river  Missouri. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dc«. 

JOHN  JACOB  ASTOR. 

Hon.  Jambs  Monrob,  &c'ry  of  StaU* 


UNiTEn  States  of  America, 

City  of  New  Ywrk^  m. 

Be  it  known  that,  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof, 
before  me,  John  G.  Bogert,  a  public  notary  in  and 
for  the  State  of  New  York,  duly  admitted  and 
sworn,  dwelling  in  the  city  of  New  York,  person- 
ally, came  Wilson  P.  Hunt,  who,  being  by  me 
duly  sworn,  did  declare  and  say,  that  the  annexed 
agreement,  inventories,  and  account  current,  [are 
those]  by  which  the  property  of  the  late  Pacific 
Fur  Company  was  transferred  to  the  Northwest 
Company  of  Canada;  which  agreement  said  Hunt 
had  not  m  his  power  to  reject,  as  the  property  had 
been  some  months  in  ihe  possession  of  said  North- 
west Company  when  said  Hunt  returned  to  Asto- 
ria, the  28lh  February,  1814. 

That,  in  explanation  of  the  first  article  of  said 
agreement,  he  declares  nothing  more  to  have  been 
intended  or  understood  by  the  word  "estabUah- 


meat^"  than  the  dweUiag-houses  and  stores  \jai 
not  right  of  soil)  erected  by  the  Pacific  Far  Coo- 
pany  at  Astoria,  as  is  fully  shown  by  Trfereace*. 
the  fourth  article  of  said  agreement,  sod  tc  ^ 
tenth  page  of  said  inventory;  in  each  ofwb.:t 
the  item  of  "  buildings"  comprehends  all  the  pn- 
perty  of  that  description  paid  for  by  the  Norc- 
west  Company.  And  he  further  declares,  thai  fe 
never  gave  or  conveyed  to  any  peraon  whstevf 
any  risht  or  title  to  lands  on  the  Colambis  I'v 
and  the  Northwest  coast;  nor  has  he  soy  hea- 
led ge  or  suspicion  of  any  member  of  the  lateiV 
cific  Fur  Company  having  transferred  land  iota 
Northwest  Company ;  more  particularly  is  do  pe- 
son  was  authorized  so  to  do. 

WILSON  P.  HUM 

In  testimony  whereof.  I  have  hereunto  sab>r. 
bed  my  name,  and  afi&xed  my  seal  of  o&'u 
r       ,  the  twelfth  day  of  January,  in  the  ynr . 
^  *  ^'  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  ha:^*^ 
and  eighteen. 

J.  G.  BOGERT,  Notarp  M^ 


The  association  heretofore  carrying  on  tk  rs 
trade  to  the  Columbia  river  and  its  depeadescaa 
under  the  firm  and  denomination  of  the  ?ick 
Fur  Company,  being  dissolved  on  the  1st  of  hi 
last,  by  Duncan  McDougall,  Donald  McKazc 
David  Stuart,  and  John  Clarke,  with  the  aeo- 
tion  to  abandon  the  trade  in  that  quarter,  ii » 
hereby  agreed,  concluded,  and  settled  upoo,  of '^ 
own  free  will  and  consent,  by  Duncan  McDoasi^ 
acting  for  himself  and  in  behalf  of  hb  asbocata 
narody,  Donald  McKenzie,  David  Stmrt  tU 
John  Clarke,  on  the  one  part,  and  John  Geoff 
McTavish  and  Joha  Stuart,  actiiig  for  themstim' 
and  in  behalf  of  the  Northwest  Company,  cs » 
other  part,  that  the  following  agreement  ui^ 
tlement  take  place  between  &em,  and  be  te^itf 
and  obligatory  in  the  manner,  and  sebjertt'ie 
terms  and  agreements,  herei  nafter  specified  tsic  js- 
tained :  Now  therefore  it  is  hereby  mntoallf  i|i«< 
and  concluded,  by  and  between  the  said  ptrue^e 
these  presents,  and  they  do  hereby  mutmliT  er^^ 
nant  and  agree,  to  and  with  each  other,  in  ostfi 
following,  that  is  to  say : 

AaTici.E  1«  The  party  of  the  former  part 
covenants  and  agrees  to  deliver,  or  cause  to  be 
livered,  the  whole  of  their  establishmenu.  i 
and  present  stock  on  hand,  on  the  Colomtai 
Thompson's  rivers,  as  soon  as  the  necessan 
ventones  can  be  taken,  unto  the  said  party  el 
latter  part,  or  any  other  person  or  persos^ 
pointed  by  them  to  represent  the  Northwest  C 
pany.  to  receive  the  same,  at  the  prices  and  - 
concluded  and  agreed  upon  as  hereinafter  5p^ 
in  article  fourth. 

Art.  2.  In  consideration  of  article  first 
duly  and  faithfully  performed  by  the  party  of 
former  part,  they,  the  said  John  George  MeTr 
and  John  Stuart,  for  themselves,  and  on  bebu^ 
the  Northwest  Com])anT,  do  bind  and  <"•' 
themselves  and  the  said  Northwest  Compas 
their  agents,  to  pay,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  soio 
said  Duncan  McDongaii,  acting  for  himsd/ 
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JD  behalf  of  his  associates,  as  before  mentioaed, 
bis  attorneys,  assi^rns,'  or  order,  the  amount  of  the 
som  or  sums  arising  from  the  sale  according  to 
irticle  first,  and  the  rates  hereinafter  specified  in 
irticle  fourth,  at  three  several  instalments ;  the 
Srsc  ooe-third,  on  or  before  the  twenty-fifth  of  Oc- 
tober, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen ; 
the  second  one-third,  on  or  before  the  twenty-fifth 
)f  November;  and  the  remaining  one-third,  on  or 
before  the  twenty-fifth  of  December.  And  further, 
it  is  hereby  understood  that,  should  the  party  of 
:he  former  part  find  it  convenient  to  leave  the 
unount  of  the  several  drafts,  after  becoming  pay- 
ible  as  already  specified,  in  the  hands  of  the  party 
)f  the  latter  part,  or  their  agents,  they,  the  said 
;iarty  of  the  latter  part,  or  their  agents,  will  allow 
interest  at  six  per  cent,  until  paid  on  demand ;  and 
IS  there  are  several  moneys,  the  produce  of  their 
trages,  due  unto  the  people  employed  in  the  ser- 
rice  of  the  late  Pacific  Fur  Company,  carrying 
)D  trade  on  the  Columbia  and  Thompson's  rivers, 
iie  said  party  of  the  latter  part,  namely,  John 
Seorge  McTavish  and  John  Stuart,  acting  for 
themselves  and  the  Northwest  Company,  or  their 
i^eots,  do  hereby  bind  and  oblige  themselves  to 
far,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  unto  the  several  individ- 
Bls  employed  by  the  partv  of  the  former  part,  the 
iffiODot  of  the  balances  aue  them,  according  to 
the  statement  that  shall  be  delivered  by  the  said 
DttQcan  McDougall,  acting  for  himself  and  his 
tasociates,  as  before  mentioned,  within  one  month 
ifier  their  arrival  at  Montreal,  in  the  province  of 
Lower  Canada;  the  amount  of  which  several 
urns  so  paid  is  to  be  considered  as  part  of,  and 
tedacted  from,  the  first  instalment  to  be  paid  unto 
be  said  Dancan  McDougall,  acting  for  himself 
ud  his  associates  as  before  mentioned,  his  attor- 
leyi:,  assigns,  or  order,  on  or  before  the  twenty- 
ifth  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fourteen. 

Art.  3.  And  further:  The  said  John  George 
McTavish  and  John  Stuart,  acting  for  themselves 
lod  the  Northwest  Company,  will  be  at  liberty  to 
Bake  a  selection,  and  take  into  their  service  such 
>f  the  people  in  the  employment  of  the  party  of 
he  former  part,  as  thev  ma 3^  think  proper ;  in  con- 
ideraiion  of  which,  the  said  party  ot  the  latter 
art  bind  and  oblige  themselves  to  pay,  or  cause 
o  be  paid,  unto  the  said  party  of  the  former  part, 
he  several  sums  due  them,  by  such  as  may  enter 
ttto  the  service  of  the  party  of  the  latter  part ; 
ind  the  saui  party  of  the  latter  part  further  bind 
ind  oblige  themselves  to  provide  and  insure  a  safe 
lassage  to  the  said  party  of  the  former  part,  and 
he  remaining  part  that  will  not  be  taken  into 
heir  service,  to  their  respective  homes. 

Art.  4.  And  further:  It  is  hereby  agreed  and 
roncladed  upon  by  the  said  parties,  that  the  fol- 
owing  are  the  rates  at  which  the  establishments, 
brs,  and  stock  on  hand,  be  valued  at,  as  follows : 

Dry  goods,  stationery,  gunpowder,  and  leaf  to- 
>acco,  fifty  per  cent,  on  the  prime  cost;  ship 
chandlery,  sixty  per  cent.;  shot,  ball,  lead,  iron, 
ind  steel,  one  hundred  per  cent.;  deduction  on 
nade-up  iron  works  at  Columbia  river,  thirty- 
hree  and  one-third  per  cent.;  new1k>ats,  each  ten 
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pounds,  Halifax  currency ;  boats  in  use,  each  five 
pounds,  Halifax  currency ;  shallop,  with  rigging 
complete,  one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds  ten  shif 
lings;  two  blacksmith's  forges,  complete,  twenty^ 
five  pounds;  plug  tobacco,  one  shilling  and  sut 
pence  per  pound ;  plug  tobacco  manufactured  at 
Columbia,  one  shilling  and  three  pence  per  pound ; 
beads,  assorted^  five  shillings  per  pound;  arms, 
cannon,  dbc., prime  cost;  provisions,  at  fixed  prices; 
articles  in  use,  half  inventory  pdces;  horses,  thirty 
shillings  each;  buildings,  two  hundred  pounds; 
John  Reid's  adventure,  and  Freeman's,  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Snake  country  and  Spanish  river,  to  de- 
duct one  hundred  per  cent.;  beaver  furs,  ten  shil- 
lings per  pound ;  beaver  coating,  eight  shillings 
and  four  plence  per  pound ;  mnskrats,  seven  pence 
half-penny  each ;  land  otters,  two  shillings  and 
six  pence  each ;  sea  otters,  large,  sixty  shillings 
each. 

And  for  the  faithful  performance  of  all  and  sin- 
gular the  said  covenants  and  agreements  to  be  by 
them,  respectively,  kept  and  performed,  all  and 
every  of  the  parties  to  these  j^sents  bind  them- 
selves, separately  and  jointly,  for  their  several  as- 
sociates, firmly  by  these  presents. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  parties  to  these  presents 
have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals,  this  six- 
teenth day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirteen,  at  entrance  of  Colombia  river,  north- 
west coast  of  America. 

DUN.  MoDOUGALL,  [l.  s.l 
J.  G.  MoTAVISH,  [l.  a.] 
JOHN  STUART.         [l.  s.] 

WUnesees, — John  C.  Halsey,  Gabriel  Franchere, 
Alfred  Seton,  William  Wallace,  Angus  Bethune, 
James  McMellen,  Joseph  McGillivray. 

In  explanation  of  what  is  meant  and  intended 
by  "  inventory  prices"  for  articles  in  use,  and  fixed 
prices  for  provision,  it  was  mutually  understood  by 
both  parties,  at  the  time,  that  the  mventory  prices 
of  said  articles  in  use  should  be  fixed  at  half  prime 
cost,  and  that  no  charges  at  all  were  to  be  made 
for  provisions  or  stores  of  any  description ;  and  to 
prevent  any  difference  that  might,  in  future,  ariae 
on  the  subject,  it  is  hereby  mutually  understood 
and  agreed  upon,  by  the  parties  present,  that  the 
inventory  prices  of  said  articles  in  use  shall  be 
fixed  at  half  prime  cost,  and  no  charges  at  all  be 
made  for  provisions :  which  explanation  is  to  be 
considered  equally  valid  and  binding  as  if  inserted 
or  so  explained  in  the  body  of  the  agreement  itself. 

DUN.  McDOUGALL, 
J.  G.  McTAVISH, 
JOHN  STUART. 

WUne88ee.-^John  C.  Halsey,  Angus  Bethune. 

It  is  hereby  agreed,  by  and  between  the  parties 
to  these  presents,  that,  in  consideration  of  the  ar- 
rival of  W.  P.  Hunt,  the  aforementioned  Duncan 
McDougall  wishes  to  assign,  and  does  hereby  as- 
sign, to  said  W.  P.  Hunt,  the  part  which  the  said 
Duncan  McDougall  held  in  acting  for  the  party  of 
the  first  part ;  and  for  the  completion  of  the  afore- 
mentioned agreement,  the  said  W.  P.  Hunt  holds 
himself  equally  bound  with  said  Duncan  McDoug- 
all: and  further,  to  render  the  article  regarding 
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John  Reid's  adventure  to  the  Snake  country  more 
explicit,  it  is  hereby  fully  understood  that  fifty  per 
cent,  was  meant,  instead  of  one  hundred  per  cent., 
expressed  in  the  said  aforementioned  articles  of 
agreement,  to  be  deducted. 

Signed  this  tenth  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

DUNCAN  McDOUGALL, 
WILSON  P.  HUNT, 
J.  G.  MoTAVISH, 
JOHN  STUART. 

WUnsases. — ^John  C.  Halsey, 
Angus  Bethune. 


7^  NorthweH  Company  in  acwwnt  with  John  Jacob 

AttOT, 

March  12,  18U.  Dr. 

To  amount  of  furs  delivered  Messrs. 

McTavish  and  Stuart,  as  per  in- 
voice   -       -       -       -  -  $39,173  66J 
To  amount  of  invoice  of  sundry 

merchandise,    dbc.,    delivered   at 

Astoria        -       -       -        -       . 
To  amount  of  invoice  of  sundry 

merchandise,    dtc,    delivered    at 

Okunaakan  .... 

To  amount  of  invoice  of  sundry 

merchandise,    dec,    delivered    at 

Spokan       

To  amount  of  goods  delivered  Mr. 

John  G.  McTavish,  June  26, 1813 
To  amount  of  John  Keid's  outfit  to 

the  Snake  country,  and  Freeman's 

accounts,  as  follows : 
To  amount  of  invoice 
To  amount    of  J.  Ho- 

bough's  account  - 
To  amount  of  J.  Reznoi's 

account       ... 
To   amount   of  P.  De- 

launay's  account 

To  amount  of  E.  Rob- 
inson's account  - 
To  amount  of  P.  Dorion's 

account      ... 


13;356  01 

2,333  58i 

1,715  17i 
858  80^ 


-  8689  68 


241  09 
240  57 
189  76 
330  62 


-     215  85 

81,907  57 
953  781 


March  12, 1814. 

By  amount  of  sundry  articles  de- 
livered Wilson  P.  Hunt 

By  bill  of  exchange  of  this  date, 
drawn  bv  John  McDonald  on 
McTavish,  McGillivray  &  Co., 
Montreal,  in  favor  of  W.  P.  Hunt, 
payable  25th  of  October  next 

Hx.  Cy.  £927  175.  6d. 


953  781 
$58,291  02 

Cr. 

$436  101 


By  bill  of  exchaugc  of  the  same  date, 
drawn  by  the  same  on  the  same, 


3,711  50 


in  favor  of  the  same,  payable  l5th 
Nov.  next,  Hx.  Cy.     £4,821  5t. 


19i35u 


By  bill  of  exchange  of  the  same  date, 
drawn  by  the  same  on  same,  in 
favor  of  the  same,  payable  25th 
Dec.  next,  Hx.  Cy.     £4,821  5f. 

By  draft  of  the  same  date,  drawn 
by  the  same  on  the  same,  in  favor 
of  Donald  McKenzie,  payable  25th 
October  next       -       -       -       - 

By  amount  of  balances  due  sundry 
persons,  assumed  by  Messrs.  Mc- 
Tavish db  Stuart        ... 


19,285  y 


1,483 


14,091:  IT, 


$58,291 


ht*  ifi. 


WILLSON  P.  HUNT, 
In  behalf  of  /oAn  Jaab  A»^^ 
March  12, 1814. 


United  States  of  America, 

City  of  New  York,  $». 

Be  it  known,  that,  on  the  day  of  the  dale  ken- 
of,  before  me,  John  Q.  Bogert,  a  pablic  aoian  i 
and  for  the  State  of  New  York,  duly  wiissm 
and  sworn,  dwelling  in  the  city  of  NewT?!t 
personally  came  John  C.  Halsey  ao4  Alfred  Se(% 
who,  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  depose  aod  >•? 
that  the  letter  hereto  annexed  is  a  traecopr  >'i 
letter  brought  to  Astoria  by  John  G.  McT«R>t 
of  the  Northwest  Company,  and  that  they  ii> 
and  read  the  same,  and  each  became  a  witnes: 
a  copy  thereof,  which  Duncan  McDoug&ll  ba^v^ 
corded  in  a  book  of  the  Pacific  Fur  Coojaw 
for  the  purpose  of  justifying  him  in  transfRTii 
the  property  of  said  company  at  A&toiia  v^^ 
Northwest  Company  of  Uanada,  as  appari  ^ 
the  subsequent  transactions  of  said  Dqdcu  M^ 
Dougall. 

JOHN  C.  HALSEY 
ALFRED  SSTOX 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereonto  sdI^^^ 
Fl  a  1  ^^  ^^^  name,  and  af&xed  my  seal  of  c^ 
^  **J  the  twelfth  day  of  January,  in  the  t&'s: 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  andeis^^ 

JOHN  G.  BOGERT 

EaUract  of  a  letter  addres9ed  to  Mr.  Jolm  G.  it^^ 
iehy  CUunAia  river,  from  A.  SAow,  offmi  f^  ^ 
Northweet  Company,  cUued  Monirml,  Ma^i  l^'- 

Astoria,  CoLtiMBtA  Rivu. 

October  9,  iSI^ 

My  dear  sir  :  We  are  in  hurry  and  coofu- " 
preparing  papers,  &c.,  for  the  express  caccHf.K*' 
ing  waited  impatienlly  for  some  time.  Ii^:^' 
last  determined  upon  to  send  it  pfiT,  witbcoi^*' 
ing  received  the  least  knowledge  of  what  ha  •■'^ 
doing  in  England  since  December  last;  hzi*^' 
tunately,  the  arrival  of  a  frigate  broaghiti-^ 
counts  of  the  Isaac  Todd,  having  on  board  M?- 
McTavish  and  McDonald,  being  ready  for  vt  > 
the  18th  of  March.    She  is  acompfioin^  I  > 
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s^ate  to  take  and  destroy  every  thing  that  is 

nerican  on  the  northwest  coast. 

DUN  McDOUGALL, 
DONALD  McKENZIE, 
JOHN  CLARKE, 
ALFRED  SETON, 
JOHN  C.  HALSEY, 
GAB.  FRANCHERE, 
WILLIAM  WALLACE. 


>OUMENTS  ACCOMPANYXNG  THE  PRE8I- 
)ENT'8  MESSAGE  TO  CONGRESS  AT  THE 
COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE  SESSION,  DE- 
MEMBER  2,  1882. 

yits  and  extracts  of  letters  and  reports,  exhibiting  a 
mtral  view  of  the  correspondence  between  the  com- 
manders of  our  cruising  vessels  in  the  West  Indies, 
nd  the  Spanish  atUhorities. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Macedonian, 
Havana,  May  6,  1822. 

$iR :  I  hare  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I 
ived  here  on  the  28tb  ultimo.  My  passage  was 
lewbat  protracted  bychasing^outof  my  course, 
picious  looking  vessels  among  the  isUnds,  and 
baviDg  two  days  under  convoy  an  American 
ooner,  that  requested  me  to  see  her  safe  past 
pe  Aotonio.  On  my  arrival,  I  saluted  the  Cap- 
1  General  and  the  Admiral,  receiving  from 
h,  in  return,  gun  for  gun,  agreeably  to  pre- 
us  arrangement.  On  the  29th,  I  had  an  in- 
new  with  the  Captain  General  relative  to  the 
iDess  with  which  I  am  charged  by  Mr.  Ad* 
s,  the  Secretarjr  of  State.  On  the  30th,  I  ad- 
ssed  a  communication  to  him  upon  the  subject 
landing  our  boats  and  men  upon  the  coast  of 
ba  when  in  pursuit  of  pirates.  I  enclose  a 
»y  of  my  communication,  as  also  of  the  Cap- 
1  General's  answer;  and  you  will  perceive  he 
lines  acceding  to  the  proposition  I  made  to 
^'  I  think  it  preferable  to  pursue  one  object 
I  time  with  the  Government  here,  and  I  snail 
refore  drop  this  subject  for  the  present,  renew- 
it  when  my  correspondence  in  regard  to  the 
>rida  documents  is  terminated.  He  certainly 
M)  and  perhaps  will  consent  to  our  landing 
>D  those  pirts  of  the  coast  that  are  uninhabited, 
I  where,  though  within  his  jurisdiction,  he  is 
^rly  incapable  of  exercising  any  authority, 
ere  are  many  such  places  on  the  coasts  of  this 
nd. 

The  measures  adopted  bv  the  Captain  General, 
I  to  which  he  refers  in  nis  letter  to  me,  consist 
fly  of  a  proclamation,  in  March  last^  estab- 
ling  certain .  relations  with  respect  to  the 
irances  of  coasting  vessels,  launches,  and  other 
ts.  These  regulations,  I  understand,  are  not 
ctly  enforced^  and,  even  if  they  were,  they  are 
>gether  insufficient  for  the  suppresi^ion  of  pi- 
y  along  the  extensive  coast  of  Cuba.  As  tnis 
ciamation  has  been  published  in  the  American 
^spapers,  I  do  not  tnink  it  necessary  to  send 
'  a  copy. 


I  regret  to  state  that  I  have  not  met  any  of  our 
cruisers  either  at  this  port  or  off  Cape  Antonio, 
nor  have  I  been  able  to  gain  any  information  as 
to  where  they  probably  now  are.  It  is  some  time 
since  any  of  them  were  here.  The  British  frigate 
Tribune  is  here,  from  Porto  Bello,  and  is  about 
to  sail  for  England  with  specie. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

JAMES  BIDDLE. 

Hon.  Smith  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Captain  Biddle  to  Governor  Maliy, 

United  States  Frioate  Macedonian, 

Havana,  AprU  30,  1822. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  that  the 
commercial  relations  between  the  United  States 
and  Cuba  are  already  verv  considerable,  and  that 
they  would  unquestionably  be  more  considerable, 
if  rendered  more  secure  from  unlawful  depreda- 
tions. As  these  relations,  too,  are  mutually  ben- 
eficial, it  is  important  to  both  parties  that  they 
should  be  effectually  protected.  For  this  object 
the  Grovernment  of  the  United  States,  on  its  part, 
has  employed  an  adequate  naval  force,  which  is 
placed  under  my  direction  and  control.  But  as 
the  depredations  have  been  committed  chiefly  in 
open  boats,  immediately  upon  the  coast,  and  off 
the  harbors,  it  is  important  that  we  should  have 
your  Excellency's  co-operation.  I  have  therefore 
the  honor  to  propose  that  your  Excellency  should 
so  far  co-operate  with  roe  as  to  sanction  the  land- 
ing, upon  the  coast  of  Cuba,  of  our  boats  and 
men,  when  in  pursuit  of  pirates.  This  measure 
would  be  promotive  of  our  common  benefit — is  in- 
dispensable to  the  entire  suppression  of  piracy, 
and  is  pot  intended  in  any  manner  to  infringe 
upon  the  territorial  rights  ol  your  Excellency.  It 
will  operate  against  those  only  whose  atrocious 
crimes  render  them  obnoxious  to  every  regular 
Government,  and  should  place  them  without  the 
protection  of  all  law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration 
and  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and 
very  humble  servant, 

JAMES  BIDDLE. 

His  Ex'cy  Don  Nicholas  Mahy, 

Capt.  Gen,  and  Governor  of  Cuba,  Havana, 


Governor  Mahy  to  Captain  Biddle, 

Havana,  May  2,  1822. 

I  am  too  sensible  of  the  importance  of  the  com- 
mercial relations  which  exist,  and  may  continue, 
between  the  ports  of  this  Island  and  tnose  of  the 
United  States,  which  I  am  desirous  of  cultivating, 
not  to  have  adopted  measures  to  put  a  stop  to  de- 
predations which  mi^ht  obstruct  them  alon|f  the 
extensive  coasts  of  this  Island,  under  my  jurisdic- 
tion. I  repeat,  that  such  measures  have  been 
adopted,  and  have  been  made  public ;  and  with 
the  zealous  co-operation  with  wnich  you  inform 
me  you  are  charged,  we  shall  doubtless  effect 
shortly  a  happy  extermination  of  those  enemies, 
who,  under  all  colors,  have  laid  waste  and  com- 
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mitted  robberies,  both  upon  the  high  seas  and  every 
coast,  without  respecting  any  flag. 

With  respect  to  the  permission  you  solicit,  for 
landing  upon  this  coast  with  troops  and  people  in 
boats,  Tor  the  purpose  of  pursuing  those  pirates,  I 
cannot  and  must  not  consent  to  it.  I  repeat  that 
the  necessary  measures  have  been  adopted  to  de- 
fend my  territorial  jurisdiction,  and  for  the  appre- 
hension of  every  description  of  outlaws. 

All  which  I  communicate  in  answer  to  your 
official  letter  of  yesterday. 

Qod  preserve  you  many  years. 

NICHOLAS  MAHY, 
Capt.  Gen.  of  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

James  Biddle,  Esq^ 

CommaneUng  if.  8,  skip  MacedoMan. 


Extract  from  a  rwort  of  Lieut.  Francis  H.  Gregory^ 
Commander  of  U.  S,  schooner  Grampus,  to  Captain 
James  Biddle,  commandinff  the  U.  8.  forces  in  the 
West  Indies — relating  to  the  capture  of  the  PanchetOy 
dated 

U.  S.  Schooner  Qbampub, 
8t.  Thomas,  August  24, 1822. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  that 
I  arrived  at  St.  Bartholomews  on  the  second  of 
Aufi^st ;  sailed  again  on  the  7th  with  convoy  for 
St.  Thomas.  On  the  morning  of  the  9th  fell  in 
with  two  Spanish  cruisers  off  Tortola,  who  de- 
manded permission,  and  claimed  a  right  to  board 
the  convoy,  which  being  preremptorily  refused, 
they  haulea  off.  The  same  day  I  arrived  at  St. 
Thomas  and  received  from  Capt.  John  Souther, 
of  the  schooner  Coquette  of  Georgetown,  D.  C, 
the  enclosed  deposition,  having  been  plundered  by 
those  vessels.  On  the  14th  I  left  St.  Thomas, 
with  two  valuable  vessels,  bound  to  Cura9oa,  and 
on  the  evening  of  the  15th  saw  an  hermaphrodite 
brig,  hovering  upon  our  weather  quarter,  appar- 
ency a  cruiser — continued  my  course  without  re- 
garding her;  at  day  light  made  her  ahead  and 
g^ve  chase ;  at  half  past  nine,  having  gained  con- 
siderably upon  her,  she  hoisted  £nfflish  colors; 
changea  them  to  Spanish  at  10.  and  nred  a  gun  to 
windward  and  at  half  past  10  nove  to,  and  set  a 
white  flag  at  the  fore.  On  nearing  her  I  perceived 
her  to  be  the  pirate  that  had  fired  upon  and  plun- 
dered the  Coquette,  and  therefore  considered  it  my 
duty  to  arrest  her.  At  20  minutes  past  11  the 
Grampus  was  laid  under  her  lee,  within  pistol 
shot,  and  her  surrender  demanded  as  a  pirate, 
which  she  affected  not  to  understand,  and  answered 
me  to  that  import.  While  repeating  the  demand, 
he  poured  into  us  a  full  volley  from  his  small  arms 
and  cannon,  which  was  instantly  returned,  and 
continued  three  minutes  and  a  half,  when  he  struck 
his  colors,  a  complete  wreck,  having  one  man 
killed  and  six  wounded,  and  in  a  sinking  condition. 
The  boats  were  despatched  instantly  to  their  relief, 
and  it  was  only  owing  to  the  great  exertions  oi 
Lieut.  Voorhies,  that  she  was  prevented  from 
goinff  down,  having  received  three  shots  between 
wind  and  water,  one  of  which  injured  the  pumps,  j 


The  Grampus  received  some  trifling  iojory  in  te 
sails  and  rigging,  but  not  a  man  hnn. 

"  The  eaptur^  vessel  proved  to  be  the  notooGi: 
privateer  Palmyra,  formerly  the  Pancheu,  ftm 
Porto  Rico ;  carries  one  long  brass  eighteen  id 
eight  eighteen  pound  carronades,  and  a  crev^ 
eighty-eight  men .  They  acknowledge  the  robb 
of  the  Coquette,  and  the  only  excuse  giren  by  ^ 
ofl&cer  is,  that  tney  could  not  prevent  those  tki^ 
happening  now  and  then.  Several  of  tbepia- 
dered  articles  were  found  on  board." 


St.  Tdomas,  As^uM  K),  m 
Personally  appeared  before  us,  CapCiin  M: 
Souther,  commander,  and  in  part  owaerof;^ 
Schooner  Coquette,  of  Georgetown,  D.  C.  Wk. 
bein^  duly  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangeiiit  (< 
Almighty  God,  deposeth  and  saith:  That^i 
a  native  born  citizen  of  the  United  State  i 
America,  and  that,  while  on  a  voyage  in  said  ^ 
sel  to  the  West  India  Islands,  and  on  his  psss^! 
from  St.  Bartholomews  to  St  Thomas,  os  s 
morning  of  the  9th  of  August,  1822,  at  5  A.  Ms 
thereabouts,  he  was  fired  at  by  a  sail  is  ci!i& 
upon  which,  the  deponent  saitn,  he  immeda:^ 
hove  to.  Was  boarded  by  an  ofl&cer  and  botf) 
crew  under  Venezulian  colors ;  they  immediiKH 
demanded  his  papers;  after examtmngtheo^t:^ 
commenced  searching  the  vessel,  then  vest  st\ 
my  cabin  and  searcned  the  berths,  ehests,fe| 
They  took  from  the  vessel  stock,  and  elot^ 
from  the  officers  and  men.  The  deponent  irs^^f- 
says,  she  was  an  hermaphrodite  brig  with  a  t^ 
streak,  and  one  long  gun  amidships  and  ser^ 
others,  not  knowing  the  exact  number. 

JOHN  SOCTHEi 

ATTE8T.J.  ROHDE, 

Vaptain  R.  Napy  and  Haiiw  MaMif 

F.  H.  GREGORY, 

Lt.  Com.  U.  S.  JVatjT. 

The  foregoing  depositiott  of  CapC  JokB  Sostas 
having  been  re£d  b«fore  John  Peabody,  ir.  stf 
of  the  Schooner  Coquette,  John  RenoMs,^ 
Henry  Sterling,  seamen,  aad  they  oeing  ^ 
sworn,  declare  the  same  to  be  true. 

JOHN  PBABODY,Jn 
JOHN  REYNOLDS, 
HENRY  STERUN^ 

Attest,  J.  ROHDE, 

Cn^tfdn  R.  Ne^  and  Hashor  MuUf 

P.  H.  GREGORY, 

Lt.  Com.  U.  S.  Natf. 


Extract  of  a  iOUr  from    LitsOenmit  Cmaf^ 
Francis  H.  Gregory,  to  tkeSscrdarf^ihe  i^ 

"I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  this ^ 
sel,  accompanied  by  the  Palmyra,  alias  Paod^ 
was  safely  anchored  in  this  port  on  the  1^<^ 
a  passage  of  fifty  days  from  St  Tbonos.  t? 
Palmyra  was  captured  on  the  16th  of  Avp'}- 
the  southward  or  St.  Croix,  by  the  Gramp^J^ 
a  short  action,  in  which  she  was  principal  »^ 
as  detailed  in  my  reports  to  Captain  JsoiesBi^ 
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>mmander  of  the  United  States'  naval  forces 
nisiDg  in  the  West  Indies.  Copies  of  whicii 
.Te,  for  your  information,  already  been  forwarded 
the  Department. 

"  It  was  my  wish  and  intention,  to  have  entered 
nore  northern  port,  but  light  and  adverse  winds, 
d  the  great  number  oi  prisoners  on  board, 
liged  me  to  make  the  nearest  port,  and  that  as 
on  as  possible.  The  prisoners,  seventy-six  in 
imber,  have  been  safely  lodged  in  jail,  commit- 
J  for  pinurr.  At  least  one-third  of  them  are  of 
e  Sugar  &6y  gang,  who  have  come  to  Porto 
icofor  the  purpose  of  covering  their  viUanywith 
[nnish  commissions.  All  the  original  docaments 
speeting  this  vessel  have  been  placed  in  the  hands 
the  United  States  District  Attorney,  and  the 
ssel  libelled.  Several  of  her  own  crew  have 
rned  informants,  and  I  expect  a  great  scene  of 
Uany  will  be  exposed. 

"  I  freqaentlr  saw  gentlemen  from  Porto  Rico 
hile  at  St.  Thomas's,  and  was  informed  that 
reral  small  privateers  were  fitted  out  there,  which, 
not  looked  after  in  time^  will  certainly  commit 
nne  very  serioas  depredations  upon  om"  commerce, 
t  they  are,  in  reality,  nothing  but  pirates ;  most 
;  their  crew  beiuff  from  the  establishments  of 
aba,  and  to  their  tnirst  for  plunder  add  a  deadly 
sire  of  revenge  whenever  they  fall  in  with  a 
efenceless  American." 


'^TQ^t  of  a  UUer  from  JAeuUtuint  James  Ramage, 
commander  of  the  UnUed  States  sckoonet  Porpoise^ 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  N<wy,  ddted  St.  Thomas^  9th 
My,  1822. 

^'Havinff  sailed  from  St.  Bartholomews  on  the 
rening  of  the  6th  insUnt,  I  fell  in,  the  next 
korning,  with  two  brigs  of  war,  bearinff  the 
iexican  flag.  I  run  down,  with  our  colors  nving, 
etweea  them:  and,  when  opposite  to  eacn.  re- 
eired  a  gm  from  the  one  to  windward,  wnich 
ras  instantly  returned  from  this  vessel :  shortly 
fter,  I  received  a  similar  salute  from  that  to  lee- 
nird,  which  was  promptly  replied  to^-hoth  ves- 
els,  on  firing,  hauled  down  the  Mexican,  and 
obted  the  Spanish  national  colors.  I  then  ranged 
toDgside  the  brig  to  leeward,  observing  her  crew 
1  a  state  of  extreme  confusion  ;  they  opened  an 
Tegular  and  ill  directed  fire  of  grape  and  mna- 
etry,  but  without  any  efiecL  I  was  in  the  act  of 
iyiag  orders  to  return  oar  broadside,  when  hos- 
lities  ceased  $  and  I  directed  Lieutenant  Curtis 
)  board  the  brig,  and  examine  her  papers ;  they 
roTed  to  be  H.  G.  Majesty's  brios  Palmyra,  of 
Mirteen  guns,  one  hundred  and  thirty  men,  and 
i'  Boves,  of  eijgbt  gpns,  and  one  hundred  men, 
oth  from  Cadiz.  The  inclosed  is  a  literal  cofry 
fa  letter  addressed  me  by  the  senior  conunand- 
ag  officer. 

^^  I  now  hasten  to  communicate  the  intelligence 
weived  by  me  at  this  place,  which  I  believe  to 
*  entirely  authentic ;  that  several  Spanish  pri- 
ttteers,  of  considerable  force,  have  lately  b«en 
IQipped  from  the  island  of  Porto  Rico,  for  the 

trpose  of  capturing  all  vesseb  sailing  to  or  from 
i  ports  on  the  coast  of  Spanish  America,  in  pos- 


session of  the  patriot  forces,  tmder  the  plea  that 
they  are  violating  a  system  of  blockade  established 
by  the  Government  of  Spain.  These  privateers 
have  already  made  several  captures  of  American 
and  other  vessels,  which  have  been  carried  to  re- 
mote ports  in  the  island  of  Porto  Rico,  and  will 
doubtless  be  condemned.  The  injury  that  will 
restUt  to  the  commerce  of  our  country  from  this 
svstem  of  pretended  blockade  will  be  very  serious, 
it  not  timely  checked  by  an  adequate  force  in  this 
quarter ;  and,  as  I  have  no  means  of  communi- 
cating, from  hence,  with  Captain  Biddle,  I  con- 
sider It  mv  duty  to  lay  the  present  information  be- 
fore you." 

S.  N.  B.  G.  BovEs, 

At  sea,  My  8,  1822. 

Sir:  I  am  sorry  yoa  will  be  incomoded  with 
me  by  firiving  you  this  morning,  bebff  the  case 
that  we  thought  you  were  patriots,  and  we  have 
comission  from  our  goverment  to  blockade  all  the 
men  ports,  and  happened  that  must  all  the  vessels 
from  the  men  hoisted  and  fight  with  the  American 
flag,  we  took  you  to  be  one  of  them. 

ihope  therefore  you  will  forgived  the  uncasion- 
ally  aflair. 

I  remain  your  sincear,  d&c 

PABLO  LLUAGER. 

M.  Ramagb,  Copt,  U.  S,  Schooner  Porpoise. 


U.  S.  Schooner  Porpoise, 

Curaffoa,  Jtdy  22,  1822. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  9th 
instant,  from  the  island  of  St.  Thomas,  commu- 
nicating the  injuries  committed  on  our  commerce 
by  Spanish  vessels  of  war  near  to  Porto  Rico,  in 
consequence  of  their  pretended  blockade  of  the 
coasts  of  Spanish  America.  I  have  now  to  in- 
form you  that  the  same  causes  have  produced  the 
same  effects  in  this  quarter,  and  that  four  Ameri- 
can vessels  have  been  condemned  at  Porto  Ca- 
bello  for  a  breach  of  blockade.  The  naval  force 
of  Spain  in  these  seas  consists  of  an  old  forty- 
four  gun  friffate,  (one  of  the  Russian  contract^  a 
briff  and  schooner.  These  are  employed  in  fur- 
nisning  sujjplies  to  Porto  Cabello  from  this  island, 
and  yet,  with  such  a  force,  and  so  emplovedj  they 
uphold  the  monstrous  principle  of  blocxading  a 
coast  of  more  than  twelve  hundred  miles  in  extent. 
It  does  not  appear  that  any  injury  has  been  com- 
mitted on  our  commerce  by  the  vessels  of  the  Co- 
lombian Republic. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JAMES  RAMAGE. 

Hon.  Smith  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Extrwt  of  a  letter  from  LieutenaaU  James  Ramftge, 
Commander  </  the  United  States  schooner  Porpoise, 
to  Captain  James  Biddle,  oommandinff  the  nawi 
forces  in  the  West  Indies, 

'*  Under  the  plea  of  a  breach  of  blockade,  the 
Snenish  squadron  in  this  direction  capture  all  ves- 
sels bound  to  or  from  ports  in  possession  of  the 
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Colombian  Republic.  The  naval  force  of  Spain 
now  here  consists  of  an  old  forty-four  gun  frigate, 
the  Ligera,  (one  of  the  Russian  contract,)  an  eigh- 
teen gun  brig,  the  Hercule,  and  a  schooner ;  the 
whole  of  which  are  employed  supplying  Porto 
Cabello  with  provisions  from  Curapoa ;  vet,  with 
such  a  force,  and  so  employed^  they  uphold  the 
monstrous  principle  of  blocKadmff  a  line  of  coast 
of  more  than  twelve  hundred  miles  in  extent." 


of  the  privateer,  ''  That  he  must  fomisfa  nitn 
daily  with  food,  or  he  would  be  punished  f  wbif£ 
was  complied  with. 


Copy  of  a  letter  to  Captain  Laborde^  commanding;  Hie 
Catholic  Majeety^e  firiffote  Ligera. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Porpoise, 

St.  Ann^  Curagoa,  July  21, 1822. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  from  the  master  of  the 
American  schooner  Antelope  a  communication,  of 
which  a  copy  is  herewith  transmitted  to  you.  From 
this  statement  it  appears  that  a  very  serious  injury 
has  been  done  by  you  to  the  rights  and  property  of 
citizens  of  the  united  States,  by  the  capture  and 
subsequent  condemnation  of  an  American  vessel 
and  cargo  pursuing  a  lawful  commerce ;  but  it  is 
hoped  that  more  just  reasons  will  be  exhibited  on 
your  part  for  the  course  pursued,  than  those  stated 
m  the  communication  referred  to. 

I  have  received  information  that  the  Ainerican 
vessels  named  underneath  have  been  carried  into 
Porto  Cabello,  and  there  condemned,  under  the 
pretext  of  a  breach  of  blockade  of  the  coast  and 
narbors  of  the  Spanish  Main.  In  consequence 
thereof,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  demand  from  you 
the  release  of  all  vessels  and  property  so  seized, 
and  further  to  state,  that  the  United  States  cannot 
recognise  such  a  system  of  blockade,  to  the  mani- 
fest injury  of  their  commerce,  where  the  force  of 
Spain  is  so  evidently  inadequate  to  its  fulfilment. 
I  am,  <&c.  JAMES  RAMAGE. 

To  Captain  Laborde, 

ConuVg  U,  C,  M.  Frigate  Ligeray  Curagoa, 

American  brig  Calypso  of  New  York, 

Rismg  States  of  New  York, 
schooner  Union  of  Salem. 


Statement  of  Arthur  Edgarton.  mate  of  the  brig  Gen- 
eral Andrew  Jackson, 

Arthur  Edgarton.  mate  of  the  brig  General 
Andrew  Jackson,  taken  by  the  privateer  Gkneral 
Pereira,  on  the  22d  July,  as  nigh  as  he  can  re- 
member, the  log  book  being  taken  from  him — 
Captain  Langdon  and  the  cook  were  sent  in  the 
hrig  to  Ponce,  and  the  mate  and  men  were  taken 
on  board  the  privateer,  having  betn  robbed  of 
every  article  or  clothing,  except  what  they  had  at 
the  time  on  their  backs.  The  men  had  recently 
left  the  United  States,  and  had  each  a  new  suit  of 

good  clothes,  many  of  which,  can.  at  most  hours, 
e  seen  at  tnis  place,  worn  by  the  crew  of  the 
privateer  in  public.  Except  being  robbed  of  cloth- 
ing, knives,  razors,  &c.,  were  well  treated  on 
board  the  privateer,  where  they  remained  about 
seventeen  aays — were  then  put  into  the  Puntilla 
(prison)  without  food,  until  the  afternoon  of  the 
third  day.  The  keeper  of  the  prisoUi  observing 
the  wants  of  these  men,  sent  word  to  the  captain 


Captain  Spence  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  fn-^ 
mitting  correspondence  with  the  Governor  of  f'.'' 
Rico,  marked  A.  to  G.  induHve. 

United  States  Ship  Cyakl 
St.  Johns^  Porto  Rico,  SepL  3d,  1S£. 

Sir  :  After  a  passage  of  twenty-five  days  frac 
the  Chesapeake,  during  which  we  experieoced  i: 
alternation  of  calms  and  head  winds,  I  anckre! 
in  this  harbor.  I  found  no  small  exeitemcot  ex- 
isting, produced  by  the  capture  of  the  Paoebea. 
The  presence  of  a  ship  of  our  force  was  perk]K 
seasonable ;  and  possibly  may  have  been  the  mnsi 
of  preventing  unpleasant  consequences  to  the  A&r 
ricans  here.  Before  I  could  enter  upon  the  hsst 
ness  specially  delegated,  I  was  informed  of  l* 
imprisonment  of  several  citizens  of  the  Uoiia; 
States,  taken  from  the  brig  General  Jacba 
captured  and  sent  into  Ponce.  As  no  Avosnm 
ought  to  be  restrained  of  his  liberty,  in  any  qoire 
of  the  world,  one  hour,  without  just  cause.  ladl- 
ed his  Excellency  Don  Francisco  Gonzalez  deLai- 
arez,  demanding  their  release.  My  letter,  mi^ 
A,  is  herewith  transmitted.  The  men  beiof  ^> 
erated,  I  felt  myself  at  liberty  to  enter  upon  \>~ 
execution  of  my  instructions,  and  imniedia*>fi< 
addressed  him  upon  the  subject  of  the  captort  ;•' 
American  vessels  by  privateers  out  of  the  I>U:i 
of  Porto  Rico.  ^  copy  of  my  letter,  markeJ  B 
is  herewith  enclosed.  On  the  27th  ultixoc.  Ii^ 
dressed  to  bis  Excellency  letter  C,  annexing taec- 
randum  No.  1,  being  a  list  of  vessels  sent  iotot> 
different  ports  of  the  island,  for  adindicatiofi.  0: 
the  28th  I  received  from  his  Excellencjr  a  repiri 
my  representations,  which  is  herewith  masis:- 
ted,  with  other  subsequent  commimicatioos^ 
him.  I  then  addressed  to  him  letter  D.  ^^ 
copies  of  the  accompanying  documents,  i-  ^ 
and  4. 

Some  of  the  circumstances  of  the  capture  o!  ^ 
Pancheta  being  knowiK  for  the  purpose  of  p- 
venting  the  ill  efiecta  or  distorted  and  prejwiK^ 
representations,  and  to  allay  the  sensatioo^/^^ 
which  his  Excellency  speaks,  I  addressed  to  &^ 
on  that  subject,  letter  mailed  E.  Receirinf  scl- 
eral reiterative  communications,  of  which  I  c^ 
tained  but  Tery  imperfect  tFansiations,  1  Rpi^ 
with  letter  marked  F,  and  came  to  the  ca^ 
mation  of  the  duty  confided  to  me  in  letter  ^ 
and  I  trust,  in  the  declarations  there  made,  I  t>a« 
neither  gone  bejrond  the  letter  nor  spirit  ofrn^^' 
structions}  having  been  influencal,  thn>ttfii<^ 
the  whole  correspondence,  by  a  strong  desire  ^ 
discharge  a  delicate  trust  with  becoming  gracK 
ness ;  and,  while  making  known  the  sentioeDts 
the  American  people,  and  the  determinaiioo 
my  Government,  to  conciliate,  bv  a  friendlj  sn 
and  manner,  the  good  feelings  ot  those  in  aotl^^ 
ity,  all  of  whom  are  men  of  high  standiof .  t^ 
justly  estimable.  I  hope  my  reoMrb  on  the \jP\ 
of  blockade  will  be  considered  by  yourself  aodo^ 
President  pertinent  and  proper.    I  bdierel^^ 
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leJTed  your  views  od  that  subject.  It  cannot, 
lowever,  be  expected  that  an  officer  who  em- 
arked  at  the  age  of  eleven  on  an  element  where 
be  accomplishments  of  a  scholar  are  not  required, 
hoald  shine  in  a  correspondence  of  a  diplomatic 
:ast;  especially  when  depending  wholly  on  his 
)WD  feeble  capabity.  Wnat  I  have  written  on 
his  occasion,  has  been  with  a  heart  glowing  with 
imericao  feelings,  with  an  enthusiastic  admira- 
ioo  for  our  laws,  institutions,  and  great  men ;  if, 
herefore,  a  little  egotism  should  occasionally  ap- 
xar,  I  plead  this  in' extenuation. 

The  nospitality  of  the  port  has  been  freely  and 
'ally  extended  to  my  ship,  and  the  personal  at- 
eniioDs  of  those  in  authority  have  been  gratifying 
0  me  and  my  officers.  To  a  system  of  privateer- 
ing they  are  opposed ;  and  the  Governor  will  do 
ill  in  his  power  to  discourage  its  continuance. 
Ifldemnification  for  the  past.  I  fear,  we  shall  have 
to  look  for  to  the  treasury  or  Spain. 

1  shall  be  active  in  attending  to  every  thing  in 
vhich  the  interest  of  our  commerce  is  concerned ; 
lod  shall  endeavor  to  sustain  the  American  char- 
acter by  a  manner  eentle.  yet  firm — taking  on 
myself  no  responsibuity,  keeping  constantly  in 
eye  the  reciprocal  rights  of  nations,  and  your  in- 
stfQctions. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

ROBERT  TRAIL  SPENCE. 

P.  S.  I  shall  leave  these  seas  the  last  of  Octo- 
ber for  Africa. 
Hon.  Smith  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

A. 

U.  S.  SHIP  Cyane,  St.  John's, 
PoRTO  Rico,  Aii{;u8t  26, 1822. 

Sir  :  Instructed  to  proceed  to  Porto  Rico,  to 
communicate  with  your  Excellency  in  relation  to 
(be  infringement  of  American  rights,  by  vessels 
fitted  out  of  different  ports  of  this  island,  I  had 
scarcely  anchored  with  this  ship,  ere  I  learned 
that  several  citizens  of  the  United  States  (after 
eiperiencing  the  most  brutal  treatment  from  a 
gang  of  desperadoes  belonging  to  an  armed  schoo- 
ner DOW  in,  and  said  to  be  of  this  place)  have 
been  imprisoned^  and  are  at  present  in  confinement. 

These  American  citizens  I  understand  were 
taken  from  the  brig  Andrew  Jackson,  while 
peaceably  pursuing  their  vocation  on  the  high 
seas,  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States. 

So  gross  a  violation  of  the  usages  of  all  civil- 
ized nations  is  calculated  to  excite  universal  ab- 
horrence, and  the  just  indignation  I  am  persuaded 
your  Excellency  must  feel  on  being  informed  of 
such  an  atrocious  act,  renders  it  only  necessary 
that  it  should  come  to  the  knowledge  of  your  Ex- 
cellcQcy,  to  cause  the  immediate  release  of  said 
citizens,  and  the  prompt  and  salutary  punishment 
of  those  violators  of  the  laws  of  nations  and 


With  the  most  perfect  consideration,  d^. 

ROBERT  T.  SPENCE. 
His  Exc'y  F.  Q.  db  Linarez, 

Governor  of  Porto  Ri4X)» 


U.  S.  SHIP  Cyane,  St.  John's, 
PoRTO  Rico,. ^t^^t^^  27,  1822. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  to  call  the  attention  of  your 
Excellency  to  the  capture  and  detention,  by  pri" 
vateers  fitted  out  from  this  island,  of  several  Ame- 
rican merchant  vessels,  while  pursuing  a  lawful 
commerce  during  a  time  when  the  United  States 
enjoy  profound  peace  with  all  nations. 

Your  Excellency  will  readily  perceive  that  un« 
der  such  circumstances,  the  violation  of  American 
rights  here  complained  of,  calls  for  a  speedy  inter- 
position of  justice  and  authority.  Justice,  that  a 
restitution  of  these  captures  may  be  made,  and 
authority  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  similar  out- 
rages. 

I  will  as  soon  as  possible  transmit  to  your  Ex- 
cellency the  names  of  the  vessels  to  wnich  this- 
complaint/refers,  with  a  statement  of  the  circum' 
stances  attending  their  capture ;  confidently  be« 
lieving  that  your  Excellency  will  adopt,  as  early 
as  possible,  such  measures  as  shall,  in  your  wis- 
dom, be  deemed  sufi&cient  to  arrest  these  depre- 
dations, which,  in  some  cases,  can  be  viewea  in 
no  other  light  than  piratical. 

The  flag  of  the  United  States,  floating  in  every 
ocean,  guaranties  protection  to  all  who  lawfoUy 
sail  under  it — th^  invasion  of  rights  identified 
with  this  flag,  it  would  neither  be  honorable, 
wise,  nor  expedient  to  permit,  and  that  trade  to 
which,  as  a  neutral,  the  United  States  have  claim 
uninterruptedly  to  pursue,  cannot  be  molested. 

The  American  commerce,  second  to  none  for 
magnitude,  enterprise,  and  fair  dealing,  must,  to 
insure  a  continuance  of  these  constituent  fea- 
tures, be  preserved  inviolate;  and  the  protection 
necessary  to  effect  this  object^  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  is  determined  to  afford^  whe- 
ther in  the  seas  of  the  Mediterranean,  Pacific,  or 
Caribbean,  where  outrages,  tending  to  degrade  the 
flag  under  which  they  are  committed,  are  daily 
occurring ;  these,  as  far  as  they  shall  come  under 
the  coffnizance  of  your  Excellency,  I  am  persua- 
ded wul  be  restrained  and  prevented. 

The  amicable  and  friendly  footing,  on  which 
Spain  and  the  United  States  are  at  this  time,  con- 
vinces me,  that  nothing  more  than  a  proper  rep- 
resentation of  these  fact&'  is  required  to  caU  the 
subject-matter  to  the  immediate  attention  of  your 
Excellency.    Fully  believing  this, 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  dbc. 

ROBERT  T.  SPENCE. 

His  Ex'cy  Don  F.  G.  oe  Linarez, 

Governor  of  Porto  Rico* 


C. 

United  States  Ship  Cyane,    -* 

St.  John's,  Porto  Rico,  Aug,  28,  1822. 

Sir  :  Having  informed  your  Excellency  that  I 
have  been  instructed  to  proceed  to  this  place^  to 
communicate  with  your  Kxcellency  on  the  subject 
of  captures,  made  by  privateers  fitted  out  of  this 
Island,  of  American  vessels,  while  pursuing,  in 
time  of  peace,  a  lawful  trade,  I  now  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  a  memorandum,  embracing  the 
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names  of  these  vessels,  and  the  cireamstances  at- 
tending their  seizure. 

It  appears  that  some  of  the  vessels  have  been 
Mnt  in,  and  after  a  grievous  detention,  declared  to 
be  a  "  bad  prize ;"  subject,  however,  to  pay  all 
the  costs  of  suit,  and  one-third  of  the  expenses  of 
the  privateer. 

To  one  as  profound  in  all  matters  of  law  and 
eqaity  as  your  Excellency,  this  must  appear  a 
strange  proceeding;  a  proceeding,  calling,  with 
much  emphasis,  for  the  interposition  of  your  Ex- 
cellency's authority,  to  remedv  evils  bearing  a 
character  calculated  to  diminisn  the  high  respect 
heretofore  entertained  by  the  world,  for  the  equi- 
table decisions  of  the  Spanish  courts. 

A  pretended  violation  of  blockade,  it  appears,  is 
the  pretext  for  sending  into  the  ports  of  this  Island, 
▼essels  navigating  the  sea  under  the  American 
flag.  The  whole,  therefore,  may  be  r^olved  into 
two  descriptions  of  cases :  The  first,  comprising 
Tessels  seized  and  asain  released  as  "  bad  prizes," 
^ying  the  whole  of  the  costs  of  trial,  and  a  por- 
tion of  the  expenses  of  the  privateer. 

The  principles  of  equity  applicable  to  such  cases 
are  too  simple  to  require  exposition.  The  inno- 
eekit  are  not  to  pay  the  penalty  of  another's  guilt 
or  imprudence.  If  an  American  is  interrupt^  in 
her  voyage,  captured  and  vexatiously  detained, 
until  a  judicial  investigation  determines  her  to  be 
a  ^*  bad  prize,"  it  seems  to  me  self-evident,  that  all 
costs  of  the  suit  should  be  paid  by  the  captors,  in 
whom  the  wron^  is ;  add  to  this,  that  proper  dam- 
Bges  should  be  levied  on  the  aggressor,  that  the 
safierer  mav  be  fairly  indemnified,  and  the  "  pri- 
rateersman"  be  restrained  in  future  by  a  fear  of 
being,  in  all  similar  cases,  called  upon  to  make 
good  the  iniury  resulting  from  his  wantonness ; 
without  such  a  check,  what  is  there  to  limit  the 
mischief  done  by  men  of  this  order,  who,  stealing 
from  their  dens  and  lurkincf  places,  pollute  the 
ooean  with  the  blood  of  de^nceless  sailors,  and 
gorge  their  cupidity  with  the  spoils  of  plunder  and 
ravage  ? 

The  good  of  every  nation,  and  the  honor  of  some, 
require  that  so  foul  a  system  should  be  made  to 
cease,  that  every  navigable  sea  may  be  rendered 
•afe  to  the  honest  efibrts  of  enterprise. 

The  second  description  of  cases  to  which  I  wish 
to  call  the  immediate  attention  of  your  Excellency, 
are  those  vessels  sent  in  under  a  pretext  of  attempt- 
ing to  enter  a  blockaded  port.  The  pacific  policy 
uniformly  pursued  by  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  just  and  liberal  principles  by  which 
it  has  been  governed  ihroueh  all  its  various  strug- 
gles, to  treat  all  nations  as  friends,  and,  especially, 
to  be  on  the  most  friendly  footing  with  Spain, 
entitle  the  citizens  of  America  to  the  privilege  of 
navigating  the  seas  without  molestation,  on  pre- 
texts so  flimsy  as  those  of  violating  a  '^  blockade" 
which  has  never  existed  de  /ado. 

It  is  well  understood,  that  a  blockade  to  carry 
with  it  the  penalty  of  forfeiture,  must  be  conform* 
able  to  the  established  opinions  of  those  distin- 
guished civilians  who  have  fully  and  ably  ex- 
pounded this  subject. 


In  the  first  place  it  must  be  practicable ;  it  dss. 
be  defined  within  limits  commensonte  with  ^ 
ability;  a  stationary  force  must  intenreoe;  ^ 
vessel  entering  must  be  warned  off;  these,  a^ 
other  qualifications,  are  essential  to  coDstitQSr  •* 
blockade,  as  now  understood  by  the  Prfsidest  % 
the  United  States  and  other  great  statesmei.  \i 
then,  such  is  the  form  and  nature  of  a  blocka^ 
if  the  constant  presence  of  a  stationary  sqoadr^ 
adequate  to  the  purpose  of  intercepting  all  nfs^k 
is  indispensable ;  how  is  it,  that  a  whole  eor. 
without  any  definite  limit,  should  be  under  duk 
of  interdiction,  without  any  visible  force;  ciss^ 
quently,  without  the  first  requisite  of  a  blockade' 

While  such  pretexts  for  spoliation  exist,  aact:- 
commerce  of  the  United  States  is  thus  dera^ifi 
the  relations  of  love  and  friendship  now  eii^tc: 
between  the  two  nations  must  be  shaken,  nt  i 
state  of  things  produced  such  as  I  am  per5Q3iec 
your  Excellency  will  feel  desirous  to  avert. 

I  trust  I  shall  be  excused  these  remarb.mace: 
one  by  whom  the  principles  of  "blockade'  r 
folly  understood,  and  whose  experience  is  sac:: 
to  render  the  application  of  them  m  all  case;  7 
and  proper. 

It  will  readily  occur  to  the  wisdom  and  jas:.^ 
of  your  Excellency  that  injuries  sustained  ^ 
American  citizens  from  illegal  seizure  and  te- 
tion,  carry  with  them  a  fair  claim  to  indemiu? 
and  that  where  there  has  been  a  manifest  pams^ 
in  the  courts  deciding  on  some  of  the  ase^T^ 
sented  for  your  consi&ration,  that  the  arm  oii^^ 
thority  should  be  extended  to  remedy,  and  tc  r^ 
quire  more  equitable  decisions.  In  these  causes  it  ^ 
hoped  and  expected  ihdit  your  Excellency  will  dr^ 
a  revisal  of  the  proceeoings  of  subordinate  tr> 
nals,  that  such  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  Sui> 
as  have  sufiered  by  them  may  be  immed!a.t- 
made  whole  in  their  property,  and  receire  diQtj^ 
for  unjustifiable  detention. 

Your  Excellency,  influenced  by  high  aad^*. 
orable  motives,  will  doubtless  see  the  propria  <£ 
ordering  all  American  vessels  now  detstiiedu'y 
/orthioUh  rdeased^  and  the  punishment  of  maiaa^ 
who  have  tarnished  the  dignity  of  the  Spu^ 
character  by  acts  of  inhuman  treatment  to  cius 
of  the  United  States ;  by  the  most  flagras:  os. 
rages ;  by  a  prostration  of  all  the  usages  of  ciTils^j 
society;  thereby  bringing  the  commercial vix^ 
into  a  state  truly  to  be  deplored,  tending  to  ins 
man  against  his  brother  man,  and  to  mue  s^ 
no  where  but  in  strength  and  habttnal  bostiim 

Sotmiitting'this  application  to  the  earif  ane 
tion  of  your  Excellency,  and  calling  upoa  f^' 
Excellency  immediately  to  interpose  your  anib^^ 
ity  to  prevent  a  continuance  of  these  at^-^ 
iust  complaint,  and  confidently  believiogtbatr<^ 
love  of  justice,  order,  and  humanitjr,  wili  isi^ 
you  promptly  to  meet  the  wishes  or  my  Gorer 
ment  on  tnis  subject, 

I  remain,  with  the  most  perfect  considerait^'- 
your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  T.  SPENCE 

His  Exc'y  Don  F.  G.  di:  Lixabez, 

Chwrnor  tf  Porto  Rm 
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List  of  Ammcan  vesada  captured  kp'  Spanish  pri- 
vaUert,  and  ami  into  the  difirmX  porta  of  Porto 
Rko, 

Bark  American,  Emery  master,  of  KenDebunk. 
This  Tessel  was  sent  into  Cape  Roxo  by  the  Span- 
ish felucca  La  Carmen,  tried,  and  declared  to  be 
a  bad  prize,  bat  sentenced  to  pay  all  costs  of  the 
trial,  and  otie-third  of  the  charges  of  the  privateer 
for  her  detention ;  and  was  compelled,  in  conse- 
quence, to  sell  her  cargo  at  a  great  sacrifice. 

Brig  Sam,  of  Portland,  Crowell  master.  This 
Te^el  was  sent  into  Cape  Roxo  by  the  same  pri- 
Tateer,  and  it  is  understood  that  she  is  still  de- 
tained. 

Brig  Bliss,  of  Baltimore,  Dungan  master.  This 
Tessel  was  sent  into  Cape  Roxo  by  the  same  pri- 
rateer,  and  after  a  vexations  detention  was  suffered 
to  proceed,  paying  all  the  costs  of  trial,  and  one- 
tbird  of  the  expenses  of  the  privateer. 

Brig  Elizabeth,  of  Georgetown.'  West  master. 
This  vessel  was  sent  into  Agaadella  by  the  priva- 
teer General  Pereira,  for  trading  to  a  blockaded 
port. 

Brig  General  Jackson,  of  New  York,  Langdon 
master,  captured  and  sent  into  Ponce  by  the 
schooner  GfeneraJ  Pereira,  at  which  place  she  is 
DOW  detained,  and  ]Mirt  of  her  crew,  after  very 
inhuman  treatment,  imprisoned  at  this  place. 


D. 

United  States  ship  Cyame, 
St.  Mn\  Porto  Rico,  Auguat  29^  1822. 

Sia :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  27th  inst., 
a  translation  I  have  hot  this  moment  been  able  to 
)btain,)  in  which  you  refer  me  to  a  commcmica- 
ion  made  to  Mr.  Lord,  the  commercial  agent,  in 
^ply  to  an  application  made  the  day  previous  to 
ny  arrival,  for  the  release  of  the  crew  of  thye  brig 
Indrew  Jackson.  The  sentiments  and  expressions 
*f  your  Excellency  in  relation  to  this  outrage  are 
toljr  appreciated.  I  felt  persuaded  that  the  harsh 
od  illegal  imprisonment  of  unoffending  American 
itizens  conld  not  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
our  Excellency ;  and  there  are  other  outraj^es  of 
imilar  character  not  yet  known,  I  am  convinced, 
)  the  high  authorities  of  Porto  Rico. 

I  beg  leave  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
te  Government  interpreter  at  ronce,  into  which 
iace  the  brig  Andrew  Jackson  was  taken.    This 

a  representation  from  a  Spanish  functionary, 
id  vour  Excellency,  I  doubt  not,  will  agree  with 
le  that,  if  the  facts  there  stated  are  true,  there  is 
)  other  application  by  which  I  could  designate 
ie  perpetrators  of  such  inhuman  severity,  save 
at  of  "  desperadoes ;"  men  restrained  by  none  of 
e  gentle  ouigations  of  humanity. 
h  is  a  fact,  notoriously  known,  that  the  crew 

the  '<  Andrew  Jackson,"  illegally  and  harshly 
•nfined  at  the  time  of  my  writing  to  you,  had 
en  previously  robbed  of  every  thing,  save  the 
3thes  they  had  on  at  the  time  of  entering  the 
ison ;  their  Jack-knives  were  even  cut  from  their 
liards  !  If  to  men  who  can  thus  act — who  can 
rest  a  defenceless  '^American  tar"  of  every  thing, 


even  to  his  wearing  apparel — I  could  apply  any 
other  distinguishing  name  than  that  of  ''  roober," 
I  confess  to  your  Excellency  I  should  have  select- 
ed a  milder  epithet. 

A  glance  at  the  history  of  the  past  displays,  in 
the  Spanish  character,  the  principles  and  high 
sentiments  of  which  you  speak ;  the  island  before 
us  bears  full  testimony  of  their  enterprise  and 
greatness.  It  was  to  those  sentiments  and  princi- 
ples I  appealed,  when  I  requested  your  early  at- 
tention to  proceedings  calculated  to  sully  that  dig- 
nity of  which  every  Spaniard  is  justly  proud. 

The  ):aptnre  of  the  Pancheta  by  a  vessel  of  war 
of  the  United  States,  was  entirely  unknown  to 
me  on  my  arrival  at  St.  John's ;  but  I  can  confi* 
dently  assure  your  Excdlencv,  that  you  have  been 
misinformed  as  to  some,  of  tne  circumstances  at- 
tending it.  I  have  understood  that  the  privateer 
Pancheta  has  been  of  considerable  annoyance  to 
our  commerce  in  these  seas,  and  that,  falling  in 
with  the  United  States  schooner  Grampus,  fired 
into  her.  The  consequences  that  would  result  from 
such  an  act  may  be  conceived  by  your  Excellency. 

The  instructions  given  to  officers  of  the  Amer- 
ican Navv  are  such  as  to  render  it  impossible  that 
they  can  be  the  aggressors ;  and  the  feelings  that 
have  characterized  them  will  always  insure,  in 
these  unhappy  rencontres,  humanity  and  tender- 
ness. 

Vessels  have  formerly  been  sent  into'  the  ports 
of  the  United  States  on  apparent  good  grounds, 
such  as  attempts  on  our  commerce;  but,  in  all  in- 
stances in  which  cause  for  condemnation  did  not 
appear,  heavy  damages  were  awarded,  and  the 
sufferers  made  more  than  whole  in  their  property 
— retribution  is  there  alwavs  at  hand. 

In  the  case  of  the  Pancheta,  I  beg  leave  to  as- 
sure your  Excellency  there  must  have  been  great 
cause  for  the  course  pursued.  As  to  the  indignity 
offered  to  the  flag,  your  Excellency,  I  trust,  is  mis- 
informed, for  no  officer  in  the  Navy  dare  stand 
before  the  tribunal  of  the  American  people,  justly 
charged  with  having  violated  the  best  constituents 
of  the  American  character — magnanimity  and 
kniffhtly  generosity. 

This  unfortunate  occurrence  has  grown  out  of 
the  necessity  of  sending  an  armed  force  to  these 
seas,  for  the  purpose  of  convoying  our  vessels,  and 
of  guarding  them  against  the  violence  that  has 
been  committed  upon  them  by  privateers  infesting 
the  ocean  for  the  purpose  of  plunder.  If,  in  the 
execution  of  this  duty*,  rendered  necessary  by  the 
state  of  things,  calamities  unavoidably  occur,  they 
must,  doubtless,  be  deplored  by  the  lovers  of  peace 
and  concord,  but  cannot  be  chargeable  to  us  as 
voluntary  acts. 

It  is  an  indisputable  fact,  although  not  known 
to  your  Excellency,  that  the  captain's  and  mate's 
trunks  of  the  American  brig  Sam,  captured  and 
taken  into  Cape  Roxo,  were  broken  open,  while 
himself  and  crew  were  on  board  the  privateer,  and 
four  hundred  and  twenty  Spanish  dollars  taken 
from  them ;  also  one  trunk  of  Madras  handker- 
chiefs and  other  merchandise.  These  are  trans- 
actions^unknown  to  your  Excellency, having  taken 
place  prior  to  your  Excellency's  arrival ;  they  are 
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the  acts  of  privateersmen,  from  which  it  would  be 
absurd  to  infer  the  character  of  a  wise  and  liberal 
nation,  like  that  of  Spain. 

Seeing  the  evils  that  result  from  the  course  pur- 
sued by  privateers  out  of  this  island,  I  call  upon 
your  Excellency,  in  the  name  of  humanity,  and  of 
that  benign  policy  which  has  marked  the  course 
of  our  political  career,  to  place  such  checks  and 
restraints  upon  their  proceedings  as  will,  in  future, 
secure  the  American  commerce  from  interruption, 
and  those  vexatious  seizures,  of  which  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  justly  complain. 

These  complaints,  resting  on  the  foundation  of 
wrongs  of  an  aggravated  nature,  which  cannot  be 
justified  by  any  previous  aggressions  of  American 
citizens,  convinces  me  that  they  will  not  be  sanc- 
tioned by  one  of  your  Excellency's  liberal  and 
comprehensive  views. 

Confident  of  this,  I  feel  much  satisfaction  in 
complying  with  that  part  of  my  instructions  which 
requires  me  to  learn  from  your  Excellency  how 
far  privateers  fitted  out  of  tnis  island  are  author- 
ized to  capture  and  bring  in  for  adjudication  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States  pursuing  a  lawful 
commerce.  Information  on  this  head  will  serve 
to  explain  fully  the  footing  on  which  our  maritime 
relations  rest  in  this  quarter. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  my  best  wishes  for  the 
health  and  happiness  of  your  Excellency,  and  be- 
lieve me,  with  the  most  perfect  consideration, 
your  Excellency's  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  T.  SPENCE, 

Captain  U,  S,  Nany, 

P.  S.  I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
master  of  the  brig  General  Andrew  Jackson,  rela- 
ti  ve  to  his  treatment  from  the  crew  of  the  Spanish 
privateer  General  Pereira. 

His  Ex'cy  Don  F.  G.  nc  Linarez, 

Govtmof  of  Porto  Rico, 


United  States  ship  Cyane, 

St.  John's,  P.  /?.,  Aiu^,  30,  1822. 

Sir  :  Since  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  alluding 
to  the  capture  of  the  Pancheta,  some  of  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  it  have  come  to  my  know- 
ledge. 

It  appears  that  this  privateer  has  been,  for  a 
considerable  time,  engaged  in  Intercepting  our  ves- 
sels—frequently boarding  them — and  exercising 
an  intolerable  inquisition — vexations  of  them- 
selves, sufficient  to  call  for  a  remedy,  but  would 
not  have  occasioned  any  oflensive  measures  on  the 
part  of  American  cruisers.  The  instructions  given 
to  our  commanders,  confine  their  discretionary 
powers  within  limits  too  circumscribed,  to  admit 
of  their  being  led  to  an  act  of  indiscretion.  They 
are  imperatively  commanded  to  do  nothing  that 
can  tend  to  interrupt  the  harmony  existing  between 
the  United  States  and  other  Powers,  whose  mar- 
itime riffhts  have  ever  been  respected,  and  never 
designedly  infringed. 

The  immediate  cause  of  the  Pancheta's  cap- 
ture was,  her  having  been  guilty  of  several  recent 
acts  of  plunder;  and  her  having,  but  a  short  whiL 


previously  to  her  ^'  mishap,"  taken  a  oamiier  d 
articles  from  an  American  trader,  to  wliich  U: 
captain  and  crew  made  oath.  If  these  hcuv* 
as  represented,  and  I  am  induced  to  think  utt 
will  be  incontrovertibly  established,  they  certSLLii 
must  be  denominated  acts  of  piracy  comiQiua 
upon  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  whohiTf 
been  made  to  suffer,  in  their  property  and  feelisr 
by  these  and  similar  outrages.  Add  to  these cti^, 
on  being  hailed  she  fired  into  the  United  Sua 
schooner  Grampus !  What  armed  vessel  okJ 
expect  to  fire  at  an  American  ship  of  war  v;. 
impunity ! 

These  circumstances,  when  the  afiair  sbia  Ix 
judicially  investigated,  I  am  inclined  to  ihiu 
will  be  round  sul»tantiaily  correct ;  if  othervji 
there  is  an  equity  in  the  Grovernment  and  lav'  i! 
the  United  States  that  never  was  appealed  u  i 
vain.  There  is  a  sentiment  of  honor  aod  |t> 
rosity  "  in  the*  American  people  that  will  sc^tm 
the  injured,  be  he  friend  or  foe,  that  will  itcr^ 
wrongs  with  "  even-hand«l  justice." 

I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  make  this  suieos;: 
with  a  view  to  allay  the  sensations  of  which  m 
Excellency  speaks,  as  having  been  excited  br  i!i 
transaction ;  sensations  I  have  had  occasioii  e«- 
self  to  experience,  with  the  additional  aggranid 
of  knowing  that  the  authors  of  thero,TQrkioz  i 
obscurity,  were  sheltered  from  personal  apss- 
bility,  while,  in  the  present  case,  your  Excelltsf 
must  feel  an  assurance,  that  the  standing  uf  if 
active  officer  in  command  of  the  Gfamp'' 
well  as  the  magnitude  of  the  affair,  are  such  s ' 
pass  them  in  review  of  the  whole  Amerioa  y^- 
pie,  a  never-erring  ordeal ;  that  laws,  and  qcs  s' 
dividuals,  will  decide  as  to  the  criminality  of  t^' 
cruise  of  the  Pancheta,  and  will  deteimine  &' 
far  that  officer  was  justifiable  in  arrestingb^f^j 
predatory  excursions. 

American  cruisers  have  been  sent  to  tbo^  ^J* 
to  protect  our  trade.  There  had  existed  tnvj^ 
cause — the  means  of  mischief  were  accumois'-*^ 
impunity  had  produced  audacity ;  and  the  c<c^ 
washing  the  shores  of  these  islands,  whi?t  -i- 
interest  of  the  world  requires  should  be  tif' 
faned  by  the  path  of  the  plunderer,  had  hecosf 
the  theatre  of  outrage  and  rapine.  America:  o> 
izens  had  sufifered  in  their  property  and  sicn^JS' 
sons.  To  remedy  these  evils,  our  officers  wnt  ^ 
active,  vigilant,  and  unweary ;  producing  br  tlnif 
conduct  a  conviction  that  when  acts  are  ps?^ 
trated,  such  as  the  Pancheta  is  charged  wiffa^^* 
ing  committed,  there  is  no  escape.  Tber«  Qt^ 
be  safety  in  peace,  or  its  best  objects  arc  defeaJJ^; 
there  must  be  security  on  the  sreat  *^  thoroogQ^'^ 
of  all  nations,  otherwise  its  oest  purposes  mf" 
verted. 

Persuaded  that  your  Excellency  will  oo^ 
sider  this  as  unreasonable,  and  that  yoo  wil 
the  consequences  I  have  pointed  out  as  the  i 
table  result  of  causes  herein  set  forth,  I  remaic 

ROBERT  T.  SPENCE, 
Captain  in  tht  3ri 

His  Ex'cy  Don  F.  G.  De  Linabez, 

Governor  of  Porto  Ricoj  f"- 
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U.  S.  Ship  Cyane, 
St.  John's,  (P.  12.,)  Sept.  1, 1822. 
$ir:  Your  letters  of  the  28th  and  31st  ultimo, 
answer  to  several  communications  from  me, 
re  been  duly  received — translations  of  which 
are  but  this  moment  been  able  to  obtain. 
Q  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  Panchela,  I  beg 
mission  to  repeat  that  it  mast  be  considered  as 
isaster  growing  out  of  the  unjustifiable  conduct 
her  crew,  and  as  one  of  the  retributive  results 
in  abuse  of  her  cruising  license. 
We  require  that  our  lawful  commerce  shall  be 
nolested;  that  our  vessels  shall  not,  from  friv- 
us  causes,  and  on  pretexts,  of  which  every  pri- 
eersman  constitutes  himself  a  judge,  be  inter- 
ited,  and  subjected  to  inquisitorial  scrutiny,  and 
lerican  citizens  made  to  incur  intolerable  in- 
ivenience  and  expense.  Evils  like  these  have 
emedy,  which  the  most  forbearing  would  not 
*ect  should  remain  dormant. 
am  convinced  your  Excellency  has  been  in- 
rectly  informed  as  to  the  treatment  of  the  crew 
the  Pancheta.  which  you  represent  as  cruel 
I  unnecessarily  harsh.  The  officer  command- 
the  schooner  Grampus  is  well  known  for  his 
Dane  feelings,  and  I  am  persuaded  that  all 
cticable  and  proper  mildness  was  exercised  on 
occasion. 

t  is  not  to  a  discussion  of  the  laws  and  princi- 
s  of  ^'  blockade"  that  1  am  desirous  of  calling 
ir  Excellency's  attention ;  they  are  settled  and 
iblished  by  the  concurrent  opinion  of  the  wisest 
tesmen,  and  are  no  longer  doubtful.  "  Block- 
;"  is  not  a  mystical  arcanum ;  it  involves  cer- 
1  practical  rules  amply  explained,  and  I  am 
suaded  well  and  fully  understood  by  your  Ex- 
ency. 

t  was  to  invite  a  just  application  of  these  prin- 
les,  according  to  the  acxnowledged  usages  of 
age,  that  I  was  led  to  present  the  subject  to 
ir  Excellency's  attention ;  thereby  to  prevent 
seizure  of  our  vessels,  and  to  do  away  a  pre- 
t,  often  alleged,  for  sending  them  in  for  adju- 
ation. 

t  was  presumed  that  your  Excellency's  powers 
ended  to  the  correction  of  evils  existinff  within 
range  of  your  authority ;  that  you  had  the 
ins  of  checking  the  licentiousness  ofprivateer- 
;  and  that,  seeing  the  pernicious  efiects  of  it, 
M  feel  every  disposition  to  shield  the  com- 
rce  of  the  United  States,  by  the  interposition 
reasonable  restraints. 

rVhiie  I  feel  confident  that  your  Excellency 
I  adopt,  with  promptitude,  measures  calculated 
iscertain  the  extent  of  the  grievances  set  forth  in 
communication  of  the  28th  ultimo,  I  must  beg 
re  again  to  repeat  the  expression  of  my  hope 
i  expectation  that  you  will  cause  all  American 
seis  now  illeealiy  aetained  in  the  ports  of  this 
nd  forthwith  to  be  released,  and  equitable 
aages  awarded  such  of  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
States  as  have  suffered,  either  in  property  or 
son. 

The  well-known  character  of  your  Excellency 
wisdom  and  justice  inclines  me  to  believe  that 
$e  expectations  will    appear  reasonable  and 


right,  and  that  they  will  be  fully  and  satisfactorily 
realized  by  your  Excellency's  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  T.  SPENCE, 

Captain  in  the  Navy. 

His  Ex'cy  Don  F.  G.  De  Linarbs, 

Governor  of  Porto  Rico,  ^c. 


G. 

U.  S.  Ship  Cyahe, 
St.  JohnU,  Porto  Rico,  Sept.  3, 1822. 

Sir:  1  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  several 
communications  from  your  Excellency,  in  reply 
to  letters  addressed  to  you  on  subjects  of  very 
considerable  moment. 

Your  professions  of  respect  for  the  laws  of  na- 
tions, and  your  determination  of  making  them, 
and  the  laws  of  the  '*  constitutional  monarchy  of 
Spain,"  your  guides;  and  the  intention  vou  ex- 
press of  inquiring  into  the  matters  set  fortn  in  my 
official  representation:*,  dbc,  are  all  properly  ap> 
preciated,  and  will,  doubtless,  prove  highly  effi- 
cacious. The  laws  of  Spain^  no  doubt,  are  all 
which  the  accumulated  experience  of  ages,  and 
the  united  wisdom  of  sage  men,  can  make  them; 
and,  if  administered  by  one  of  your  Excellency's 
impartiality,  would.  I  am  persuaded,  afford  no 
good  cause  of  complaint. 

I  had  the  honor,  a  few  days  since,  to  present  for 
the  consideration  of  your  Excellency,  some  of  the 
proceedings  and  decisions  of  the  constituted  tri- 
bunals of  the  island — ^whether  such  are  just  or 
legal,  your  Excellency  can  decide — to  me  thev 
seem  novel  and  extraordinary  *,  and,  with  a  knowl- 
edge of  some  of  the  minor  circumstances  attend- 
ing those  vexatious  trials,  I  cannot  refrain  from 
saying  they  appear  stranee. 

I  am  sure  your  ExceUency  will  deem  it  due  to 
the  dignity  of  the  "  constitutional  monarchy"  you 
represent,  to  cause  American  citizens  to  be  in- 
demnified for  the  loss  sustained  by  such  adjudica- 
tions as  your  Excellency  has  been  invited  to  in- 
vestigate. It  is  but  right  and  lust  to  expect  this 
of  the  laws  of  Spain  ;  and  while  I  indulge  a  be- 
lief that  such  will  be  the  course  pursued,!  am  led 
to  call  your  attention  to  the  policy  of  doing  away 
all  future  occasion  for  dissatisfaction,  by  render- 
ing the  owners  or  captains  of  the  privateers  out 
of  Porto  Rico  more  accountable. 

In  my  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  I  requested  that 
your  Excellency  would  do  me  the  honor  to  state 
bow  far  these  privateers  are  authorized  by  the  au- 
thorities of  the  island  to  capture  and  bring  in  for 
adjudication  vessels  of  the  United  States  en^sed 
in  the  pursuit  of  a  lawful  commerce.  This  infor- 
mation your  Excellency  has  not  thought  proper 
to  afford. 

From  the  facility  with  which  these  small  pri- 
vateers are  fitted  out,  and  from  the  description  of 
persons  on  board  some  of  them,  it  has  occurred  to 
me,  that  they  are  not  made  to  enter  into  penal 
bond,  to  restrain  and  produce  responsibility  for  the 
excesses  they  may  commit,  but  are  left  to  cruise 
^^ad  libitum."  Under  such  circumstances  trans- 
gressions are  inevitable. 
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It  is  agaiBst  the  aggressions  of  sach  ressels  I 
r  emofistrate — protesting  against  the  improper  prir- 
ilege  they  have  exercised,  of  intercepting  and  de- 
taining, on  the  high  seas,  vessels  of  the  United 
States  engaged  in  a  lawful  trade.  And  it  be- 
comes necessary  for  me  to  inform  your  Excellen- 
cy, and  wish  it  should  be  known  to  all  whom  it 
may  concern,  that,  with  a  view  to  prevent,  as  far 
as  practicable,  a  state  of  things  fraught  with  mis- 
chief and  abuse ;  to  guard  against  a  maritime  an- 
archy, to  which  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  cannot  be  subjected;  to  secure  to  its  citi- 
zens safety,  and  to  its  flag  the  benefits  of  peace  and 
neutrality ;  and  to  preserve  the  harmony  my  Grov- 
ernment  is  desirous  should  exist  between  the  two 
nations ;  I  shall,  as  far  as  possible,  give  convoy  to 
American  vessels  navigating  these  seas,  and  snail 
forbid  and  prevent  any  interruption  or  detention 
by  any  privateer  or  armed  vessel,  and  shall  feel  it 
incumbent  on  me  to  treat  as  an  enemy,  and  send 
to  the  United  States,  any  privateer  or  armed  ves- 
sel that  shall  cause  hindrance  to  the  lawful  voyage 
of  an  American  vessel,  or  shall  be  found  violating 
the  flag  of  the  United  States  and  the  Haws  of 
nations. 

Satisfied  that  your  Excellency  will  look  npon 
this  course  of  conduct  as  moderate  and  unavoid- 
able, I  remain  your  Excellency's  very  obedient 
servant, 

ROBERT  T.  SPBNCB, 
Captain  in  the  Navy. 
His  Ezc'y  Don  F.  G.  De  Linarbz, 
Governor  of  Porto  Rico. 


No.  1. 


Bon  F.  G.  de  Linarez  to  Captain  Spence. 

Sir  :  On  the  receipt  of  your  official  letter,  in- 
forming me,  generally,  ot  the  depredations  and 
excesses  committed  by  the  Soanish  privateers  of 
this  island^  upon  the  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
as  I  was  informed,  and  in  particular,  upon  the 
brigantine  General  Andrew  Jackson,  by  the  Pe» 
reira,  I  resolved  to  take  the  first  care  with  respect 
to  the  last,  bv  the  information  of  an  individual  of 
that  nation,  Mr.  Judah  Lord. 

Myr  answers  to  this  gentleman  showed  him  my 
surprise,  and  the  just  mdiffnation  which  so  un- 
lawful a  transgression  of  Uie  law  of  nations  had 
excited  in  this  Government;  the  precautions  which 
it  took  to  prove  its  truth ;  and  the  justice  which 
animated  it  to  punish  the  crime  with  all  the  rigor 
of  the  Spanish  laws — laws  capable  of  themselves 
of  what  ne,  on  his  iNirt,  can  desire. 

The  same,  therefore,  that  I  said  to  Mr.  Lord,  I 
repeat  to  you — animated  with  the  same  principles 
and  sentiments  which  govern  the  conduct  of  the 
supreme  Government  of  the  Spanish  nation,  and 
which  form  its  character,  acknowledged  by  all 
the  nations  of  the  earth. 

But  I  am  certain  that  you  have  not  been  well 
informed  regarding  the  destruction  and  spoliations 

fnerally  committed  upon  all  American  vessels, 
have  the  most  repeated  proofs  of  the  reguUr 
conduct  of  the  Spanish  privateers  towards  these 
vessels,  which  they  have  examined  and  respected 


in  very  considerable  numbers,  showing  to  *^ 
world  that  they  are  not  desperadoes,  because  ilpt 
know  not  what  it  means,  nor  thieves  faecaoM^ 
are  Spaniards. 

Would  to  God  that  some  vessels  of  themijiu.T 
marine  of  the  United  States  had  observed  towv^ 
Spanish  vessels,  and  towards  the  national  miliar 
flag,  a  coaduct  so  regular !  I  am  certain  thst  tbe: 
there  would  not  have  been  the  disagreeable  saa- 
tions  which  now  exist  from  it. 

When  I  speak  to  you,  sir,  in  this  maBoer.  I :. 
it  with  respect  to  the  scandalous  attack  mn^  v 
the  United  States  schooner  of  war,  the  GmB^- 
upon  the  Spanish  privateer  the  Palmyra.  wb& 
she  attacked  in  the  midst  of  peace,  killed  vk 
wounded  several  of  her  crew^  treated  with  isci 
nity  the  Spanish  flag,  confined  in  chaiss  & 
greater  part  of  her  crew,  and  that  at  tbe  rev 
moment  when  an  ofifeer  was  abont  going  oa  Iar 
of  her  to  present  her  papers,  and  to  eomplr  re 
the  law  01  nations. 

You  will  [)erhap8  be  informed  of  this  am.'L 
seldom  seen  in  the  history  of  civilized  oatk:: 
and  no  doubt  if  you  have  been  so  with  trata,  v 
am,  you  will  have  had  the  same  honor  m.  ^ 
gust;  because  it  is  impossible  otherwise  to  est 
sider  the  most  sacred  conventions  tramfdcd  cpa 
and  the  majesty  of  a  nation  insulted;  of  a  aii£ 
which  has  always  preserved  ho-  rights,  andv^*:. 
ofitener  than  once,  has  given  puUBc  proofs  of  ^ 
constancy,  and  of  her  never  having  been  ofleftK 
with  impunity. 

For  my  part,  with  respect  to  this  eresl  I  -. 
nothinff  else  but  point  it  out  to  jroo  as  a  paiticiL: 
piece  of  news,  because  its  decision  belongs  toc 
supreme  Government  of  both  nations.  As  a  foe 
tionary  of  mine,  I  will  not  depart  from  the  is- 
which  it  has  pointed  out  to  me;  justice shiix- 
ways  be  my  ffuide.  I  shall  respect  the  lav"^ 
nations ;  and  1  shall  punish,  with  the  lavi's  a^ 
hand,  such  Spanish  subjects  as  shall  tnt'ir^^ 
their  duties. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

FR.  GONZ.  DE  LlNABSl 

Porto  Rico,  August  27, 1822. 


No.  2. 


Don  Erancisco  Gomales  de  Linarez  to  Cc^t(i»  ^■^' 

Porto  Rico,  August  28, 18^ 

Sir  :  I  have  just  seen  your  ofiicial  letter  oif^ 
terday,  relative  to  the  depredations  which  aR&> 
to  have  been  committed  by  Spanish  prin-e? 
against  the  vessels  of  the  Unit^  States. 

As  this  conununication  is  substantially  the  i<f^ 
as  the  former,  it  appears  only  necessary  to  rfp^ 
my  yesterday's  answer;  but,  wishing  to  gmp* 
new  proofs  of  the  justice  and  good  hith  ci  ^^ 
Spanish  government,  I  vnll  enter  into  aev  ex|^' 
nations. 

lam  persuaded  that  the  armed  privateers  oc^'^ 
island  have  not  committed,  upon  the  ^esst^* 
the  United  States,  the  scandalous  crimen  ^^ 
which  your  personal  concern  has  been  wsei^^ 
mistake  has  entered  into  your  mind.    Thej  u" 
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been  examined  hj  many,  and  have,  without  the 
least  injury,  continued  their  voyages;  and  doubt- 
less, in  a  snort  time,  you  will  be  convinced  of  a 
trath  so  notorious. 

I  only  speak  of  the  privateers  armed  in  this 
island,  and  am  verv  far  from  making  an  apology 
for  those  that  have  oeen  armed  in  other  provinces, 
because  I  am  ignorant  of  their  conduct ;  and  al- 
though it  may  have  been  criminal  in  this  manner, 
it  belonn  not  to  my  authority  to  punish  them. 

Bat  if  it  is  very  strange  that,  even  when  there 
were  some  trifling  excesses,  enereetical  remon- 
strances were  made  for  them;  and  the  attack  of 
the  American  schooner  Grampus  has  been  passed 
over  in  silence,  or  considered  as  a  circumstance  of 
DO  moment,  in  which  the  particular  circumstance 
occurred  of  her  belonging  to  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States;  what  comparison  can  ever  exist 
between  the  detention  of  a  vessel,  and  even  com- 
mittioffsome  pitiful  and  contemptible  depredation 
(if  such  has  been  done)  and  the  attack  of  the  other, 
to  destroy  her  in  a  perfidious  manner,  to  cause  the 
death,  and  imprisonment  of  the  crews  in  chains ; 
and  what  is  more,  insulting  and  trampling  upon 
the  Spanish  military  flag !  Who  ever  so  opoily 
violated  the  maritime  law  of  nations  ?  And  who, 
aAer  such  a  violation,  will  attempt  to  declaim 
tgainst  injuries  either  imaginary  or  immensely 
las! 

In  fine,  the  {>«ice  between  two  nations,  as  Spain 
aod  that  to  which  you  belong,  sir,  is  a  blessing 
for  the  preservation  of  which  I  am  ready  to  b^ 
come  a  sacrifice ;  therefore  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
assure  you  that  the  laws  will  be  enforced  in  as  far 
IS  they  bare  been  transgressed ;  and  therefore  I 
consider  myself  entitled  to  require  the  same  frank- 
ness and  consideration  from  you,  notwithstanding 
my  having  explained  myself  so  rudely;  because 
our  respective  Governments  will  do  what  they 
think  proper,  aod  will  do  what  is  most  just  for  the 
well  being  of  their  people. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

FR.  GONZ.  DE  LINARBZ. 


No.  3. 


Am  Francisco  OcnzaUz  dc  Linarez  to  Captain  Spenot* 

PoRTO  Rico,  Av{f%8t  31,  1822. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  answer  the  note  which 
yon  were  pleased  to  address  to  me,  under  date  of 
28th  instant,  relative  to  the  indemnification  which 
OQght  to  be  made  to  the  American  vessels  de- 
tained by  privateers  of  this  island,  and  condemned 
lo  pay  costs,  after  being  declared  innocent  by  the 
courts  of  justice;  and,  also,  relative  to  the  nullity 
and  illegality  of  the  blockade  declared  against  the 
ports  of  Terra  Firma,  for  the  reasons  which  you 
^re  pleased  to  give  as  your  opinion. 

The  principles  established  by  the  maritime  law 
of  civilized  nations  are  not  unknown  to  me,  nor 
the  causes  which  have  influenced  the  declaration 
of  blockade  against  the  ports  occupied  by  the  in- 
surgents ;  nor  even  the  maritime  military  force  by 
which  this  declaration  can  be,  and  has  been,  sufin 
ported ;  yet,  as,  on  one  hand,  my  authority  being 


circumscribed  to  a  province,  at  a  distance  from 
those  places,  has  no  influence,  nor  can  have,  in 
any  official  acts ;  and,  on  the  other,  subjects  of 
this  nature  belonff,  by  their  character,  to  the  ex- 
amination and  decision  of  the  supreme  govern- 
ments of  the  nations,  it  is  my  duty  to  avoid  all 
interference  in  them,  and  to  confine  myself  to  the 
circle  of  my  functions. 

I  have  before  me  the  note  which  you  were 
pleased  to  enclose  to  me  in  your  said  official  let- 
ter, containing  the  vessels  detained,  with  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  they  have  been,  and  the 
consequences  which  have  ensued.  I  owe  it  to  the 
justice,  to  the  unalteraUeness  of  my  principles, 
and  to  the  rectitude  of  the  Government  which  I 
represent,  to  declare  to  you,  that  I  shall  take  all 
the  provisions  within  my  power  to  elicit  the  troth 
of  what  has  occurred  with  respect  to  the  detained 
vessels,  repeating,  that  you  may  rest  assured,  that 
the  laws  of  the  kingdom  shall  judge  and  decide 
upon  them^  without  the  poesibility  of  any  altera- 
tion in  their  legitimate  application.  Neither  par- 
tiality nor  personal  interest,  nor  the  passions,  shall 
have  any  voice,  or  take  any  part  in  the  decisions : 
the  law  shall  dictate,  ana  all  (I  the  first)  shall 
submit  to  it. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

F.  Q.  DE  LINARBZ. 


No.  4. 


Don  Francisco  Gomalez  de  Linarez  to  Captain  Spence. 

Sir :  I  have  Just  received  the  translation  of  your 
official  note  ot  the  29th  ull.,  and  which  is  an  an- 
swer to  mine  of  the  27tlK  containing,  also,  the 
former  acknowledgment  of  the  letter  of  the  inter- 
preter de  Ponce,  which  was  communicated  to  me 
by  Mr.  Lord,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States ;  and 
now  recently  of  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Arthor 
Bd^rton,  mate  of  the  brig  Andrew  Jackson,  in 
which  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  reading  that  he 
and  his  companions,  detained  on  board  the  priva- 
teer, had  been  well  treated. 

You  will  be  pleased,  sir,  to  let  me  know  the 
things  which  have  been  plundered  from  the  de- 
tained vessel,  and  claim  the  damages  which  have 
ensued  on  h«r  detention.  I  have  taken  all  the 
measures  which  were  in  my  power,  for  eliciting 
the  truth  of  the  facts,  in  the  manner  provided  by 
the  laws;  and  when,  according  to  them,  the  de- 
linquents are  tried  and  convicted,  they  shall  be 
punished — ^then  the  tribunals  established  by  the 
constitutional  law  of  the  monarchy  will  take  cc^- 
nizance,  to  which  the  power  of  judging  and  ap- 
plying the  laws  is  exclusively  granted — principles 
from  which  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  deviate,  as 
it  is  with  respect  to  those  which  rule  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  any  functionary  to  deviate  from 
them. 

You  mav  rest  assured,  that,  if  the  authorities 
appointed  there  to  try  crimes  of  this  class,  are  in- 
exorable in  their  conduct,  admitting  nothing  but 
law  and  justice,  those  which  are  in  the  territory 
of  the  constitutional  monarchy  of  Spain,  sum- 
moned for  that  purpose,  will  never  yield  in  their 
principles  of  justice,  and  in  the  fulfilment  of  their 


1243 


APPENDIX. 


1244 


Suppression  of  Piracy. 


duties.  To  them  it  belongs  to  try  by  the  laws, 
and  to  apply  them,  and  to  the  political  govern- 
ment of  the  people  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the 
legal  decisions  of  the  judicial  power,  and  to  watch 
over  the  observance  of  the  laws,  by  taking  care 
that  no  one  break  them. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

F.  G.  DE  LINAREZ. 

PoRTO  Rico,  Sept.  1,  1822. 


No.  5. 


of  civil  liberty  consisting  ia  this  clear  sepantio 
To  preserve  interior  tranquillity  and  secority: ': 
procure  public  prosperity ;  to  maintain  esiabib»i 
order ;  to  watch  over  the  observance  of  the  lai^. 
to  publish  them ;  to  cause  the  ezecation  of  Ue 
decisions  of  the  courts  of  justice,  to  be  la  all  r^ 
parts  an  agent  of  the  Gk)reniment — here,  sir.r.: 
may  see  the  circle  of  my  functions. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

FR.  G.  DE  LINAREZ 

PoRTO  Rico,  Sept.  9, 1823. 


Don  Francisco  Gomalez  de  Linam  to  Captain  Spenoe. 

Sir  :  Your  official  note  of  the  30th  ult.  has  in- 
formed me  of  the  intelligence  which  has  reached 
you  of  the  motives  whicn  the  schooner  Grampus 
nad  for  the  hard  and  unexpected  treatment  of  the 
Spanish  privateer  the  Palmyra. 

My  former  communications  have  shown  you 
what  my  principles  are,  and  what  my  conduct 
has  been  in  this  matter,  as  a  faithful  observer  of 
the  fundamental  laws  of  the  Spanish  monarchy. 
The  truth  of  what  has  happened  in  that  capture 
will  be  the  result  of  a  leffal  investigation,  in  which 
sinister  informations,  wnich  partiality  or  personal 
interest  often  dictate,  have  no  part.  When  that 
shall  have  been  elucidated  in  tne  way  which  the 
laws  require,  our  supreme  governments  will  de- 
cide with  justice  what  is  proper. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

FR.  G.  DE.  LINAREZ. 

PoRTO  Rico,  Sept.  2,  1822. 


Don  FVancUoo  Gonzalez  to  Captain  Spence. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  answer  your  official 
note  of  the  1st  instant.  Its  object  is — 1st.  The 
good  conduct  of  the  Bchooner  Grampus  in  the 
capture  of  the  Pancheta ;  2d.  The  necessity  under 
which  the  Government  is  of  putting  a  stop  to  the 
operations  and  irregular  conduct  ofthe  privateers 
towards  American  vessels;  3d.  To  procure  the 
immediate  liberation  of  those  that  may  have  been 
detained  in  the  ports;  4th.  Prompt  indemnifica- 
tion for  the  losses  they  have  sustained. 

On  making  the  enumeration  of  these  matters,  I 
must  call  your  attention  to  my  former  answers,  be- 
cause they  have  already  been  treated  of  in  them  im- 
plicitly and  explicitly.  Notwithstanding,  I  Will  re- 
peat to  you  that  the  decision  upon  the  justice  or  in- 
justice, the  validity  or  in  validity,  the  legality  or  ille- 
^lity,  ofthe  blockade  ofthe  coast  of  Terra  Firma, 
IS  beyond  mv  authority ;  that  the  privateers  are  in- 
formed by  the  ordinances  of  their  cruise  of  their 
respective  obiiffations,  for  the  transgression  of 
which  they  will  be  responsible,  and  punished  by 
the  laws,  in  the  same  manner  as  in  similar  cases 
the  privateers  of  the  United  States  would  be  by 
the  justice  ofthe  Government,  if  they  should  trans- 
gress  the  limits  which  should  be  prescribed  to 
them,  but  without  this  transgression  they  should 
not  be  responsible ;  lastly,  that,  by  the  political 
constitution  of  the  Spanish  Monarchy,  the  func- 
tions of  the  judicial  power  are  clearly  designated, 
the  Government  being  totally  prohibited  from  be- 
ing joined  with  them ;  and  one  of  the  great  props 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Captain  Robert  T.  ^. 
oommanckr  of  the  UniUd  States  skip  CifOMe,  *m  ;# 
Secretary  ofthe  Naioy^  dated  St.  Jckn\  PsrU,  h 
September  5<A,  1822. 

"'  Since  my  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  transtmitq 
my  correspondence,  I  have  had  a  coaretstn 
with  the  Gorernor,  who  begs  me  to  be  assoRt 
that  all  he  can  do,  shall  be  done  to  meet  my  wsic. 
in  relation  to  the  privateers  fitted  out  ofthe  Isiui 
that  those  already  out  were  equipped  before  hti 
sumed  the  Groverument ;  that  he  is  opposed  to . 
both  in  his  private  and  public  capacity ;  thz;  :.- 
ture  restraints  shall  be  placed  upon  them;  isn 
that  he  will  remedy  all  abuses,  as  tar  as  he  hi^  *^ 
power.  That  the  brig  Andrew  Jackson  be  ti; 
ordered  to  be  set  at  liberty  ;  that  he  should  ioq^*^ 
into  the  cause  of  her  detention,  and,  unless  c.'« 
and  sufficient  reasons  can  be  giyen,  he  will  tu* 
steps  to  cause  the  judge  to  be  removed.  Is  i" 
that  he  will  do  his  utmost  to  keep  the  laws  of  bj- 
tions  inviolate.  That,  upon  the  subject  of  tict 
ade  he  can  do  nothing;  it  was  a  questioo  ti 
must  be  settled  between  the  two  GoversiDdi< 
the  blockade  had  been  declared  by  General  Morx. 
it  was  recognised,  and  the  cooseqaeoces  of  tk^!- 
ing  it  were  inevitable ;  over  this  question  b«  ^' 
no  control.'' 


List  of  the  names  and  force  of  the  privatefrs  itt^  ^ 
from  the  various  ports  of  the  Idand  ofPotia  hf- 

Palomo — A  fall  rigged  brig,  pierced  for  tv«:^ 
guns,  carries  six  guns  (18lb.  carronades:}iii<) 
complement  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  mes.  F' 
ted  out  from  this  port,  and  now  on  a  cruise. 

Pandieta — An  nermaphrodite  brig,  piereftl  v 
sixteen  guns,  carries  ten  to  twelve  guas:htii 
complement  of  one  hundred  and  twentv  da-* 
captured  by  the  Grampus. 

Schooner  General  Pereira — Pierced  for  iixttfl 
guns,  carries  six  to  ei£[ht  guns,  and  has  a  coaK 
ment  of  eighty  men;  is  fitted  put  from  tfaispUr' 
and  now  in  this  port. 

Schooner  Bruequena — Carries  four  guns  and  ii^ 
to  sixty  men ;  fitted  out  from  this  port,  and  o-'^ 
on  a  cruise. 

Schooner  Mora  de  la  Mar — Fitted  out  from  Ftt 
ardo,  and  now  on  a  cruise;  carries  one  gnu  a- 
orty  men. 

Fiechera  la  CBrmen— Fitted  out  from  Porte  u 
hello ;  carries  four  guns,  and  a  com  piemen  toi  t-' 
men.  , 

Besides  the  above,  there  are  (I  am  mloroA^ 
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ree  or  four  other  small  prirateers,  from  the  dif- 
ent  ports  of  ihis  island,  of  the  names  and  force 
which  I  have  no  knowledge. 


CPEDITION    AGAINST    THE    ISLAND    OF 
PORTO  RICO. 

Commanicated  to  tb«  Hooie,  Febniarj  4,  1823.] 

•  the  House  of  RepresejUaiives : 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House 
Representatives  of  the  12th  of  December  last, 
juestiog  the  President  *^  to  communicate  to  the 
3use  such  information  as  he  mi^ht  possess  with 
^ard  to  any  expedition  prepared  in  the  United 
ates,  aod  having  sailed  irom  thence,  within 
i  year  1822,  against  the  territory  or  depend - 
cy  of  any  Power  in  amity  with  the  United 
ates;  and  to  inform  the  House  whether  any 
^asures  had  heen  taken  to  bring  to  condign  pun- 
iment  persons  who  have  been  concerneu  in 
ch  expedition  contrary  to  the  laws,"  I  transmit 
the  House  reports  from  the  Secretaries  of  State 
d  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  documents  men- 
ned  in  each.  Those  documents  contain  all  the 
formation  of  the  Executive  relating  to  the  sub- 
:t  of  the  resolution.  That  a  force  of  a  very 
nited  extent  has  been  equipped  in  the  ports  of 
e  United  States,  and  sailed  irom  thence  for  the 
rpose  described  in  the  resolution,  is  manifest 
)m  the  documents  now  communicated.  The 
ports  from  the  collectors  of  Philadelphia  and 
iw  York  will  show  in  what  manner  this  equip- 
itii  escaped  their  notice.  The  first  information 
this  equipment  was  received  from  St.  Bar- 
olomew's,  the  place  of  its  rendezvous.  This 
is  confirmed  afterwards  from  Cura9oa,  with  an 
count  of  its  failure.  Should  any  of  those  per- 
Ds  return  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
ates,  care  will  be  taken  (hat  the  laws  applicable 
such  ofiences  are  duly  enforced  against  them, 
helher  any  aid  was  afibrded  by  others  to  the 
rties  engaged  in  this  unlawful  and  contemptible 
venture,  in  the  ports  in  which  it  was  planned, 
consistent  with  ordinary  commercial  transac- 
'ns,  and  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
ates,  will  be  referred  to  the  Attorney  General, 
whose  advice  any  measures  in  regard  to  them 
11  depend. 


February  4,  1823. 


JAMES  MONROE. 


Department  or  State, 

Washington^  Jan,  31,  1823. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  re- 
red  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
'es  of  the  12th  of  December  last,  requesting  the 
esident  to  Jay  before  the  House  such  informa- 
m  as  he  might  possess  witli  regard  to  any  hos- 
e  expedition  prepared  in  the  United  States,  and 
ving  sailed  from  thence,  within  the  year  1822, 
ainst  the  territory  or  dependency  of  any  Power 


in  amity  with  the  United  States ;  and  to  inform 
the  House  whether  any  measures  had  been  taken 
to  bring  to  condign  punishment  persons  who  have 
been  concerned  in  such  expedition,  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  of 
reporting  to  the  President  copies  of  the  papers  in 
the  possession  of  this  Department  relating  to  the 
subject  of  the  resolution. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


Mr.  IngersoU  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Philadelphia,  January  8, 1823. 

Sir  :  Since  the  receipt  of  your  letter  dated  the 
1st  instant,  concerning  tne  Porto  Rico  expedition, 
I  hare  ascertained,  as  the  enclosed  original  papers 
will  show,  that  an  illegal  expedition  was  fitted  out 
in  this  port  against  that  island,  and  sailed  from 
here  in  the  month  of  August  last. 

It  appears  that  Ducoudray  Holstein  and  Bap- 
tiste  Irvine,  with  about  forty  other  persons,  char- 
tered the  brig  Mary,  of  this  port,  from  Thomas 
Wattson,  her  owner,  for  $20,000,  and  sailed  in 
that  vessel  for  Porto  Rico,  with  a  quantity  of 
muskets,  sabres,  pistols,  cartridges,  gunpowder,  and 
other  munitions  of  war,  besides  a  cargo  of  flour, 
but  without,  as  I  understand,  other  armament  of 
the  vessel  than  two  cannon,  which  she  had  had 
mounted  before  her  eniployment  on  this  enter- 
prise. A  vessel  from  New  York,  and  another 
from  Baltimore,  were  to  meet  the  Mary  at  sea, 
and  the  three  to  proceed  in  company  to  their 
destination. 

With  the  result  of  the  expedition  you  are  in- 
formed, and  the  enclosed  letters  will  acquaint  you 
particularly.  They  have  been  freely  put  into  my 
bands,  together  with  the  charter-partv,  policjr  of 
insurance,  and  copy  on  account  of  tne  invoice, 
also  enclosed,  bv  a  gentleman  who  received  them 
as  assignee  of  Mr.  Wattson.  with  whom  also  I 
have  had  an  interview  on  tne  subject,  in  which 
he  was  fuUv  apprized  of  my  object  in  seeking  it. 
I  understand  from  him  that,  although  the  business 
was  conducted  with  ffreat  desMtch,  there  was 
nothing  clandestine  about  it.  i  oQ  will  see,  by 
the  list  of  articles  annexed  to  the  charter-partv, 
that  bills  were  furnished  for  the  printing  materials 
and  iron-mongery  supplied.  But  I  believe  all 
these  articles  were  purchased  by  Mr.  Wattson. 
Policies  of  insurance  were  also  effected  on  the 
Mary's  cargo;  two  by  insurance  companies  in 
this  city,  and  one  by  an  insurance  company  in 
Baltimore,  (enclosed,)  the  tenor  of  which  shows 
that  the  voyage  was  disclosed  to  the  underwriters. 

Why  and  how  this  expedition  so  far  eluded  the 
notice  of  the  public  oMcers  of  the  United  States 
as  to  have  met  with  no  obstruction,  nor  to  have 
been  made  known  to  any  of  the  Executive  De- 
partments at  the  Seat  or  Government,  I  am  un- 
able to  inform  you,  further  than  by  submitting 
the  enclosed  note,  which  I  addressed  to  the  cof 
lector  of  the  port,  and  his  answer,  on  the  su^ect. 

I  have  good  reason  for  believing  that  the  Min- 
ister of  Spain  was  aware  of  the  expedition  at 
the  time  ol  its  departure,  but  refrained  from  com- 
plaint herci  preferring  to  take  measures  for  its 
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destruction  after  its  concentration  in  the  West 
Indies. 

The  first  knowledge  or  intimation  I  had  of  it 
was  derired  from  thie  newspaper  accounts  of  its 
failure. 

I  remain,  with  flnreat  respect.  &«., 

C.  J.  INGERSOLL. 

Hon.  J.  d.  Adams,  Sec^ry  of  Stale, 


Memorandwn  of  an  agreement  entered  into  between 
Thomae  WaUeon^  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia^  {mer- 
chant^) a/nd.  General  Ducoudray  HolAevn^  now  of 
ia4d  cky^  mz : 

The  aforesaid  Thomas  Wattson,  on  his  part, 
agrees  to  advance  to  the  said  Holstein,  in  cash, 
twelve  hundred  dollars,  to  provide  for  the  convey- 
ance of  himself  (the  said  Hobtein)  and  sixty 
other  men  that  he  may  appoint,  to  be  embarked 
on  board  the  American  brig  Mary,  Captain  Aaron 
Burns,  and  to  be  landed  on  the  west  side  of  the 
island  of  Porto  Rico :  and  further,  to  deliver  from 
on  board  the  said  brig  to  him,  (the  said  Holstein,) 
or  to  his  order,  all  articles,  in  ffood  order  and  con- 
dition, as  they  are  specified  in  the  annexed  list ;  the 
duties  and  expense  of  landing  the  said  men  and 
articles  to  be  paid  by  the  said  Holstein.  Captain 
Burns,  however,  is  to  render  the  necessary  assist- 
ance nis  crew  and  the  brisks  boats  can  furnish, 
according  to  the  custom  of  the  island.  And  the 
aforesaid  General  Ducoudray  Holstein,  on  his  part, 
agrees  to  pay,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  unto  the  saia 
Thomas  Wattson,  or  to  Mr.  Isaac  Keid  and  Cap- 
tain Aaron  Burns,  his  agents,  the  full  sum  of 
twenty  thousand  Spanish  milled  dollars,  on  or  be- 
fore the  deliverv  of  the  said  goods  or  articles,  or 
to  ^ive  them  (tne  said  Reid  and  Burns)  good  and 
satisfactory  security  that  the  aforesaid  sum  of 
twenty  thousand  dollars  shall  be  paid  within  five 
days  from  the  safe  arrival  of  the  said  brig[  at  the 

Klace  of  landinff,  which  the  said  Holstein  shall 
ave  to  select ;  but  it  shall  be  optional  with  him 
(the  said  Holstein)  to  pay  one-naif  of  the  above 
sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  in  produce  of  the 
island  of  Porto  Rico,  provided  it  be  invoiced  at 
one-third  less  than  the  current  prices  of  the  place 
of  shipping,  and  to  be  consigned  to  the  said  Thom- 
as Wattson,  of  Philadelphia,  to  be  sold  for  account 
and  risk  of  the  said  Holstein,  and  the  net  proceeds 
placed  to  his  credit. 

It  is  further  agreed  between  the  parties  that 
eight  days  shall  be  allowed  for  the  delivery  of  the 
cargo  and  for  the  shipping  of  the  specie  and  return 
cargo  on  board  said  orig :  and  for  each  and  every 
day°s  further  detention  of  said  brig  over  that  time, 
the  said  Holstein  is  to  pay,  or  cause  to  be  paid, 
one  hundred  dollars  per  day  demurrage ;  but,  m  no 
case,  shall  the  brig  he  detained  above  fifteen  days, 
except  by  consent  of  the  aforesaid  Isaac  Reid  and 
Captain  Aaron  Burns,  agents  for  the  said  Thomas 
Wattson. 

It  is  also  agreed  that  for  an^r  small  or  unimpor- 
tant deviation,  either  in  quantity  or  quality,  oi  the 
goods  or  articles  specified  in  the  annexed  list,  no 
abatement  shall  be  made  from  the  aforesaid  sum 
of  twenty  thousand  dollars;  and  that  this  agree- 


ment shall  not  be  considered  Toid  naiil  the  s^ 
Thomas  Wattson  shall  receive  the  fall  isd  ki 
sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollais ;  bat  no  adna- 
tage  shall  be  taken  by  either  party  of  aDfiouc- 
mality  in  this  agreement,  as  it  is  made  in  the  foL 
faith  and  confidence  of  the  parties. 

Witness,  this  first  day  of  August,  one  thoosc: 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-two. 

H.  V.  D.  HOLSTELN. 

THOMAS  WATTSOX. 
Thomas  Welsvi^oer,  }  or,*.^.^. 
Isaac  Reiu,  $  ^"^"^^ 

LUt  of  afi4de$  for  General  Ihumdreuy  EoMm.  . 
per  ammxed  agreement^  dated  Augu$t  1, 1822. 

One  hundred  muskets. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  sabres  and  belts. 

Fif^y  drums. 

Sixty  speaking  trumpets. 

Thirty  pairs  of  pistols. 

Sixty  jackets  and  trowsers  of  blue  nankees. 

Sixty  straw  hats. 

Thirty  pairs  of  blankets. 

Fifteen  xegs  of  powder. 

Fifteen  fixed  cartridges. 

A  quantity  of  medicine,  per  bill  of  J.  W.t- 
burser. 

Three  hundred  pounds  of  musket  balls. 

Two  thousand  flints. 

One  b6x  of  mould  candles. 

One  box  of  spermaceti  candles. 

Two  hundrea  pounds  of  soap. 

Twenty  pounds  of  sewing  twine. 

Three  hundred  gunny  bags. 

Four  pieces  of  bombazettes. 

Two  pounds  of  wafers. 

Six  pounds  of  sealing-wax. 

Two  spy  glasses. 

One  dozen  lanterns. 

One  dozen  tinder-boxes. 

A  quantity  of  paper,  printing  materak-s<^ 
blank  books,  per  Lafourcade's  biU. 

Six  penknives. 

Fourteen  pairs  epaulettes. 

And  a  quantity  of  hardware,  consistiB^  of  ti& 
shovels,  spades,  hammers,  hatchets,  pmcers,  ^^ 
files,  needles,  nails,  &c.,  per  Crap's  bill. 


By  the  Patapsco  Imbubamcb  Compakt 
No.  3568— Cabgo. 

This  policy  af  insurance  witnesseth,  tbi:  '-^ 
Patapsco  Insurance  Company  have  iasaredrU* 
hereby  do  insure,  Nathaniel  Pearce,  for  team' 
of  whom  it  may  concern,  as  well  in  his  own  oas: 
as  in  the  name  or  names  of  all  and  eveir  >^- 
person  or  persons  to  whom  the  same  doth,  wif 
or  shalh  appertain,  inpart  or  in  the  whok.  lo>  " 
not  lost,  at  and  from  Philadelphia  lo  St.  Baru- 
omew's,  St  Thomas's,  and  the  privilep  of  tfe.-^ 
ports  on  the  west  side  of  the  island  of  Porto  iU- 
(say  Ponce,  Mayaguez,  Aguadilla,)  and  btct 
Philadelphia,  or  a  port  in  the  United  States: 

Five  tnousand  dollars  upon  ail  kinds  oi  la^^ 
goods  and  merchandiee,  laden  or  to  be  Js^?  ^ 
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board  the  brig  called  Mary,  whereof  is  master  for 
the  present  voyage  Burns,  or  whoever  else  shall 
go  for  master  in  the  said  vessel,  at  Philadelphia, 
beginning  the  adventure  upon  the  said  goods  and 
merchandise  from  the  loading  thereof  on  hoard 
the  said  vessel,  and  continuing  the  same  until  the 
nJd  goods  and  merchandise  shall  be  safely  landed 
at  the  ports  aforesaid. 

And  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  ves- 
sel in  her  voyage,  to  proceed  and  sail  to,  touch 
and  stay  at,  any  ports  or  places,  if  thereunto 
obliged  by  stress  of  weather,  or  other  unavoidable 
accident,  without  prejudice  to  this  insurance. 
The  adventures  and  perils  which  we  the  insurers 
are  contented  to  bear  and  take  upon  us  in  this 
Toyage,  are  of  the  seas,  jetsams,  and  all  such  other 
perils,  losses,  and  misfortunes  that  have  or  shall 
come  to  the  hurt,  detriment,  or  damaee  of  the  said 
goods  and  merchandise,  or  any  part  thereof,  as  in- 
surers are  legally  accountaole  for — ^warranted, 
aerertheless,  by  the  insured,  free  from  any  charge, 
damage,  or  loss  which  may  arise  in  consequence 
of  a  seizure  or  detention  of  goods  and  merchan- 
dise hereby  in  suited,  or  of  the  said  brig,  by  reason 
or  on  account  of  any  illicit  or  prohibited  trade,  or 
trade  in  articles  contraband  of  war. 

And  all  tobacco,  salt,  hides,  skins,  peltry,  fish, 
fruit,  wheat,  Indian  corn,  Indian  meal,  peas,  beans, 
flax-seed,  or  any  other  kind  of  grain  or  seeds,  rice 
excepted ;  breaa,  coffee,  and  cocoa,  stowed  in  bulk ; 
all  liquids,  in  casks  or  otherwise;  and  all  other 
articles  perishable  in  their  own  nature,  are  war- 
ranted by  the  insured  free  from  average,  unless 
pneral,  or  the  ship  be  stranded  ;  coffee,  and  cocoa, 
in  hags,  free  from  average,  unless  above  ten  per 
cent,  or  general ;  and  all  other  goods  free  from 
average  under  five  per  cent,  unless  general. 

And  in  case  of  capture  or  detention  for  adjudi- 
cation, the  insured  renounce  all  claims  against  the 
insurers  for  demurrage ;  and  in  case  of  detention 
irising  from  stress  of  weather,  the  insured  renounce 
dl  claim  against  the  insurers  for  demurrage,  sea- 
neo's  wages,  and  provisions. 

And  in  case  of  any  loss  or  misfortune  by  any  of 
iie  perils  insured  against,  it  shall  be  lawful  to 
ipd  for  the  insured,  nis  factors,  servants,  and  as- 
ligQs,  (and  the  insured  on  his  part  agrees  and  en- 
;ages  tor  himself,  his  factors,  servants,  or  assigns,) 
psue,  labor,  and  travel  for,  in,  or  about  the  de- 
<nice,  safeguard,  and  recovery  of  the  said  goods 
ind  merchandise^  or  any  part  thereof,  without 
irejudice  to  this  insurance,  to  the  charges  whereof 
be  said  insurers  will  contribute,  according  to  the 
ate  of  the  sum  hereby  insured.  And  so  the  said 
nsQrers  are  contented,  and  stand  bound  to  the 
osured,  his  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns, 
i>r  the  true  performance  of  the  premises,  contess- 
Qg  themselves  paid  the  consideration  for  the  in- 
oraoce  by  the  insured  at  and  after  the  rate  of  five 
cr  cent,  flat  premium. 

It  is  understood  that  this  insurance  is  against 
ea  risk  only. 

Iq  case  oi  loss,  the  same  shall  be  paid  in  sixty 
ays  after  proof  and  adjustment  thereof,  without 
py  deduction,  (except  the  amount  of  the  premium, 
'  then  unpaid,)  provided  such  loss  shall  amount 
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to  five  per  cent,  on  the  sura  hereby  insured;  under 
which  no  payment  shall  be  made,  unless  in  case 
of  general  average.  In  all  cases  of  return  pre- 
mium, one-half  per  cent,  on  the  sum  insured  shall 
be  retained  by  the  insurers.  No  part  of  the  premium  , 
shall  be  returned  or  abated  on  account  oi  any  de- 
viation from  the  voyage  hereby  insured.  It  is 
herebybagreed,  that  the  msured  shall  not  abandon 
to  the  insurers,  until  thirty  days  have  elapsed  af- 
ter having  given  notice  to  them  of  his  intention 
so  to  do,  and  of  the  loss  or  event  which  may  enti- 
tle the  insured  thereto.  It  is  declared  and  under- 
stood that,  if  the  above-mentioned  brig,  after  a 
regular  survey,  should  be  condemned  for  beinff 
unsound  or  rotten,  the  insurers  shall  not  be  bound 
to  pay  the  sum  hereby  insured,  nor  any  part  there- 
of. It  is  also  agreed  by  the  parties  ot  this  poli- 
cy, that  in  ail  instances  when  insurances  are  made 
to  or  from  any  ports  or  places  at  or  on  this  side  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  Cape  Horn,  the  lapse 
of  twelve  months  from  the  time  of  sailing,  or 
being  last  heard  of,  shall  be  considered  as  proof 
or  loss,  which  loss  the  insurers  agree  to  pay  with- 
out further  delay ;  and  to  or  from  any  norts  or 
places  beyond  either  of  the  said  capes^  the  lapse  of 
eighteen  months  from  the  time  of  sailing,  or  oeing 
last  heard  of,  shall  be  considered  as  proof  of  loss, 
entitling  the  insured  to  receive  payment  as  afore- 
said. And  it  is  also  mutually  agreed  by  the  par- 
ties to  this  policy,  that  if  any  dispute  should  arise 
relating  to  a  loss  or  return  premium  on  this  pol- 
licy,  it  shall  be  referred  to  two  persons;  one  to  be 
chosen  by  the  insured  out  of  three  persons  to  be 
named  by  the  president  of  the  said  company,  and 
the  other  by  the  said  president  out  of  three  persons 
named  by  the  insured,  who  shall  have  full  power 
to  adjust  the  same ;  and  in  case  they  cannot  agree, 
then  thev  shall  choose  a  third  person,  and  the  de- 
cision ot  any  two  of  them  shall  be  obligatory  on 
both  parties. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  President  of  the  said 
Patapsco  Insurance  Company  hath  subscribed  his 
name  and  the  sum  insured,  and  caused  their  cor- 
porate seal  to  be  affixed  hereto,  at  the  city  of  Bal- 
timore, on  the  fifteenth  day  of  August,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two. 

LEWIS  BRANT, 
Prendmt  pro  tern.  Patapsco  Ins.  Co. 


CuRA90A,  September  25,  1822. 

Sir  :  I  am  very  sorry  to  tell  you  that  after  run- 
ning great  risks  both  as  to  lives  and  property,  we 
arrived  at  this  place  on  the  19th  of  this  month. 
The  expedition  is  completely  destroyed,  as  some 
of  the  principals  and  the  commander-in-chief  are 
taken  into  custody  by  the  authority  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the' island,  and  the  vess^el  also  that 
accompanied  us  to  this  place,  which  was  a  brig 
that  joined  us  at  St.  Barts. 

The  brig  Mary  and  carffo  are  safe,  and  most  of 
her  cargo  is  out  and  will  be  ready  for  sea  in  about 
ten  days,  unless  prevented  by  Mr.  Reid,  as  he  and 
I  do  not  agree.     Yours,  respectfully, 

A.  BURNS. 

Mr.  Thomas  Wattson. 
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N.  B.  This  is  in  haste.  I  will  give  you  every 
particular  in  my  next,  which  will  be  very  shortly. 

CURA90A,  September  26,  1822. 

Sir  :  I  have  arrived  at  this  place  after  encount- 
ering many  difficulties  and  dangers  both  to  lives 
and  property.  Every  thing  relating  to  the  expe- 
dition is  completely  destroyed,  and  all  thafis  saved 
are  the  provisions  and  brig.  As  [to]  the  military 
stores,  [tt]  is  doubtful  whether  they  will  be  confis- 
cated or  not.  As  soon  as  I  collect  all  the  particu- 
lars relating  to  this  unfortunate  event,  I  shall  en- 
deavor to  give  them  to  you. 

The  reason  whv  we  are  here  is,  that  the  Gene- 
ral has  deceived  all  who  have  had  anything  to  do 
with  him ;  and  while  at  St.  Barts,  and  since,  [there 
has  been]  nothing  but  quarrelling  and  dissatisfac- 
tion amongst  those  who  ought  to  nave  been  united. 
Yours  respectfully, 

AARON  BURNS. 

Mr.  T.  Wattson,  Philadelphia, 

N.  B. — The  brig  and  cargo  are  clear,  except  the 
military  stores. 

Aaron  Bums  to  Thomas  Wattson,  dated  at 

CtJRA^OA,  September  26,  1822. 

Sir  :  It  falls  to  my  part  to  inform  you  that  every 
thing  relating  to  the  expedition  is  entirely  destroy- 
ed. I  will  endeavor  to  give  you  all  the  particu- 
lars relating  to  this  unfortunate  expedition,  and 
every  transaction  that  has  corae  within  my  knowl- 
edge shall  be  fully  related. 

We  left  the  capes  of  Delaware  on  the  11th  of 
Auf^ust ',  on  the  13tb  arrived  at  Barnegat ;  after 
cruising  twenty-four  hours  off  that  place  for  our 
consorts,  and  not  finding  them,  we  proceeded  on 
our  passage  for  St.  Barts.  Nothing  of  conse- 
quence happened  on  our  passa^,  except  a  little 
assumption  on  the  part  olMr.Keid,  which  was 
highly  resented  by  some  of  the  passengers ;  they 
supposing  him  not  vested  with  such  high  authority 
as  he  assumed.  On  the  8th  of  September,  we  ar- 
rived at  St.  Barts;  we  found  Captain  Gould,  who 
is  deeply  concerned  in  the  expedition,  and  who  had 
been  waiting  some  days  for  our  arrival,  he  having 
arrived  from  New  York  in  the  schooner  Selina, 
Captain  Sisters;  jrou  have  doubtless  heard  the 
General  mention  his  name.  He  came  on  board, 
and  desired  us  to  come  into  port,  which  was 
ioimediatelf  done,  after  consulting  with  Gen- 
eral Holstein.  who  advised  to  that  effect.  At 
that  place  all  the  chief  officers  went  on  shore, 
where  there  was  nothing  but  disputations  be- 
tween them  and  Mr.  Reid,  as  they  wished  to 
take  part  of  the  cargo  to  raise  funds.  Four 
days  after,  arrived  schooner  Andrew  Jackson, 
Sanderson,  from  New  York.  After  lying  here 
five  days,  we  were  ordered  off  by  the  Governor, 
who  repeated  his  order,  declaring  he  would  fire 
into  us  if  we  did  not  immediately  obey  the  or- 
der. We  left  the  principal  officers  on  shore, 
and  made  sail  for  the  Five  Islands,  at  which  place 
we  arrived  in  two  hours,  it  being  only  ten  miles 
distant ;  both  schooners  irom  New  York  anchored 


there  also,  and  a  sharp  built  brif,  called  mh 
dracht,  formerly  the  American  pnvateer  SanUi^  i 
which  had  been  bought  at  St  Baru  fay  Cipri:! 
Grould  for  the  expedition.  In  the  afiemocft.!., 
the  officers  who  were  compelled  to  leave  St  Be. 
came  on  board.  While  at  the  Five  IsUa^  &• 
thing  but  the  most  violent  disputes  and  cootnu: 
was  visible  amone  the  principal  peiaoas,  ad  r 
last  it  was  concluded  to  put  all  the  militirt  >ur^ 
on  board  the  brig  Eadracht,  which  was  dos^.i- 
being  a  very  fast  sailer.  Several  repoits  «^ 
current  at  this  place,  viz :  that  the  inhabitaDh  / 
St.  Barts  intended  to  rise  and  come  againu  .: 
next,  that  several  French  men  of  war  were  trs- 
ing  off  for  us,  they  having  understood  that  tk  a 
pedition  was  intended  against  St.  Martial  u. 
Guadaloupe.  We  all  got  under  way  immeduw 
the  schooner  Andrew  Jackson  proceeded  is  ^' 
Barts,  aAer  having  put  all  her  miliiarv  ston»  3 
board  of  the  other  brig,  together  with  her  piai^* 
gers,  to  about  thirty  people  in  number,  (tkestr 
brig,  or  Endracht,  had  in  all  about  sixty  ia  br 
her,)  all  of  the  vessels  doinff  the  same;  tkt  ^ 
three  in  number,  immediately  pot  out  to  s&  ti . 
thought  with  an  intention  to  proceed  to  Cos 
Island,  to  windward  of  Porto  Rico,  wb«rc  v 
General  repeatedly  declared  that  every  thuf  ^i 
in  readiness  to  prosecute  the  expedition ;  Iniise 
being  at  sea  about  six  or  eight  boors,  Mr.  imr 
and  the  Captain  of  the  brig  came  on  botrd.-^- 
declared  that  they  had  determined  to  protee.  '< 
Laguyra,  instead  of  Crabb  Island,  the  Ggs^ 
having  raised  their  expectatiooji  to  the  bi^ 
pitch  in  respect  to  procuring  several  huadretitf 
at  the  latter  place ;  they  then  discovered  tb«i  tk 
all  been  deceived,  and  that  he  had  been  gQi.n-i 
the  basest  deception  in  holding  oot  to  tbeoi  i^ 
which  he  never  expected  hinuelf  to  be  raU' 
We  accordingly  steered  for  Lagoyra.  bcivtv^ 
separated ;  some  time  aAer,  Mr.  Reid  ^M  ^ 

f>  on  board  the  other  brig  oo  some  busincB^iE^' 
endeavored  to  come  up  to  her,  in  which  I  ff^ 
ceeded ;  he  went  on  board,  and  returned  »» t- 
ter,  apparently  very  much  alarmed,  as  he  4fi£^ 
that  tney  had  threatened  to  detain  him  oo  ^ 
and,  with  much  uneasiness  in  his  looks,  sk  ^'- 
they  were  desirous  of  sending  a  part  of  tbf  p 
sengers  on  board,  to  which  I  was  strongly  of^^ 
I  then  hailed  the  brig,  and  told  them  the  ^k^ 
course  I  should  pursue;  that  if  it  was  oeti^ 
to  save  the  lives  of  the  passeoffers,  I  would  ^« 
in  my  power  to  assist  them ;  if,  on  the  ccsxsr, 
it  was  only  a  wish  to  set  rid  of  some  of  '-^^ 
that  I  would  not  take  them  on  board ;  but  v^ 
at  any  rate  stay  by  them,  and  render  tfaea  •li*' 
cessary  assistance ;  on  which  the  French  pi**^ 
gers  in  the  other  brig  declared,  unless  I  bore  e 
they  would  fire  into  me,  and  they  had  acufe' 
their  muskets  ready ;  on  which  I  was  cotaff^ 
to  heave  to,  and  take  some  of  them,  but  do(  », 
Mr.  Irvine  had  come  on  board  and  said  thit^' 
determination  was  to  fire  unless  their  deraasJ** 
complied  with.  Those  who  had  declaml  ^'| 
determination  to  fire  were  nearly  all  Frroc^ 
whom  the  General  always  appeared  particuir' 
partial ;  their  determination  was  not  oolf  to 
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into  the  brig,  but  to  endeavor  to  kill  all  hands  and 
take  the  brig  from  me.    The  number  I  took  on 
board  was  twentjr-siz,  mostly  black,  and  of  the 
lowest  class.    I  then  immediately  lost  all  confi- 
dence in  the  principals,  and  determined  to  save 
the  brig  and  cargo  by  getting  her  into  the  first 
port ;  and  I  succeeded  in  getting  her  in  here  on 
the  20th  of  September,  and  on  the  next  day  the 
brig  arrived  that  I  took  the  passengers  out  of. 
Both  vessels  were  taken  possession  oi  by  the  or- 
ders of  the  Grovernor.    After  various  examina- 
tions and  questions,  the  Mary  was  eiven  up ;  but 
tile  other  brig  is  still  in  the  hands  of  Government, 
with  her  cargo,  which  I  believe  will  be  cleared  in 
a  few  days — at  any  rate,  the  cargo.    Since  we 
hare  been  here,  there  have  been  continual  disputes 
and  contention  among  the  passengers,  myself;  and 
Mr.  Reid;  some  will  have  one  thing,  and  some 
mother. 

I  have  determined  to  abandon  the  expedition, 
and  save  the  brig  and  what  cargo  is  left,  as,  in  my 
opinion,  there  is  but  little  confidence  to  be  placed 
in  inj  one,  and  great  deception.    The  General  at 
this  time  is  confined ;  for  what,  I  cannot  say ;  the 
rest  of  the  principal  oflEicers  are  rambling  about, 
but  not  permitted  to  leave  the  place.    The  Mary's 
eargo  is  all  out,  and  I  shall  take  in  for  home  in 
two  or  three  days.    All  the  cargo  I  had  on  board 
when  we  arrived  here  was  the  flour,  beef,  pork, 
bread,  and  saddles,  with  some  trifling  articles,  as 
everything  else  was  put  on  board  the  brig  End* 
facbt  at  the  Five  Islands.    I  will  conclude  by  ob- 
serving, that  the  deception  practised  by  the  Gen- 
eral almost  exceeds  the  bounds  of  belief;  for  the 
lesourccs  and  funds  which  he  so  repeatedly  de- 
clared that  he  possessed  in  the  West  Indies  were 
totally  false,  and  every  thing  that  he  has  said  in 
relation  to  the  expedition  has  proved  a  chimera  of 
the  wildest  nature;  and  I  cannot  but  believe  him 
to  be  a  foolish  old  man,  whose  ideas  are  almost 
obscured  by  age;  and  that  he  wanted  not  only 
the  abilities  to  command,  but  a  knowledge  of  the 
place  to  which  he  was  destined,  as  his  ignorance 
of  the  latter  was  only  exceeded  by  bis  incapacity 
for  the  former. 

AARON  BURNS. 

Mr.  Thomas  Wattson. 


CUBA90A,  October  12,  1822. 

Sir  :  I  have  written  you  all  the  most  particular 
lansactioos  bince  we  left  Philadelphia.  I  only 
lave  to  add,  that  the  General  is  still  confined,  and 
he  principal  officers  are  not  permitted  to  leave 
be  island.  Every  thing  has  been  confusion  and 
lisorder  amongst  the  passengers  since  our  arrival 
lere ;  and  I  do  believe  the  most  of  them  are  a 
ooiplete  set  of  renegadoes,  who  are  willing  to  say 
T  do  any  thing  for  the  sake  of  gain.  For  my 
art,  I  ^would  scarcely  trust  any  one,  as  they  have 
aid  and  declared  to  so  many  falsehoods  respect- 
ig  the  expedition,  and  are  still  going  on  in  the 
ime  xrvLj.  The  brig  Mary  is  loaded  with  freight 
yr  New^  York,  and  will  sail  in  about  four  days, 
nless  something  turns  up  that  cannot  be  foreseen. 
[r.  Reid,  I  expect,  has  given  you  all  the  neces- 


sary information  respecting  the  cargo,  as  to  salea, 
6lc,    Yours,  respectfully, 


AARON  BURNS. 


Mr.  Thomas  Wattson. 


/.  Reid  to  Thomas  Wattson,  dated  at 

CURA90A,  October  17,  1822. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Being  detained  here  by  this 
Government,  and  knowing  not  when  leave  will 
be  given  me  to  leave  this  miserable  place,  you 
may  probably  think  that  I  ought  to  give  you  a 
detail  of  every  thing  relative  to  us  since  I  left 
Philadelphia.  But,  as  this  will  be  handed  you  by 
Captain  Burns,  and  as  he  himself  has  but  barelv 
escaped  from  the  sad  predicament  in  which  au 
our  concerns  here  are  involved,  I  refer  you  to  him 
for  all  the  particulars.    Yours,  dec. 

I.  REID. 

Mr.  Thomas  Wattson,  PhUaddpUia. 


January  8, 1823. 

Sir  :  Representations  having  been  made  by  the 
Spanish  Minister  residing  in  this  country  that,  in 
the  course  of  the  last  Summer,  an  illegal  expedi- 
tion against  the  Spanish  island  of  Porto  Rico  was 
partly  armed  and  fitted  out  in  the  port  of  Phila- 
delphia, I  have  been  officially  requested  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  under  the  President's  direction,  to 
collect  and  transmit  to  the  Department  of  State 
any  information  concerning  it  which  I  can  obtain, 
and  particularly  to  ascertain  why  and  how  that 
expedition,  if  so  armed  and  fitted  out,  so  far  eluded 
the  notice  of  the  public  officers  of  the  United 
States  as  to  have  met  with  no  obstruction,  nor  to 
have  been  made  known  to  any  of  the  Executive 
Departments  at  the  Seat  of  Government. 

According  to  this  instruction,  I  have  ascertain- 
ed that  an  ille^l  expedition  against  Porto  Rico 
sailed  from  this  port  m  August,  on  board  of  the 
brij;  Mary,  Captain  Aaron  Burns. 

1  reouest  you  to  let  me  know,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Executive,  why  that  vessel  was  not 
detained  by  you  until  the  President's  decision,  or 
the  owners  bond  was  obtained,  as  the  law  re- 
quires of  the  collector,  in  case  or  an  illegal  expe- 
dition. 

I  will  thank  you  for  an  early  answer  to  this  in- 
quiry, and  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  humble 
servant, 

C.  J.  INGERSOLL. 

John  Steele,  Esq., 

Collector  of  the  Port  of  Philadelphia. 


232  barrels  of  superfine  hour. 

90  barrels  of  navy  bread. 

20  barrels  of  pilot  bread. 

40  barrels  of  beef. 

43  barrels  of  pork. 
3  puncheons  of  rum  and  1  cask  of  wine. 

27  saddles  and  27  bridles. 
112  cartridge  boxes. 

The  above  goods  were  shipped  on  board  the 
brig  Mary,  Captain  Bums,  in  addition  to  the  list 
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attached  to  the  agreement ;  part  of  which  was  for 
the  use  of  the  passengers,  and,  consequently,  not 
cleared  out  at  the  custom-house;  and,  in  fact, 
some  of  the  articles  purchased  after  the  vessel 
was  cleared  out;  but  everything  of  importance, 
and  what  was  considered  as  car^o,  was  regu- 
larly cleared  out.  The  cost  and  charges  of  the 
whole,  including  the  cash  advanced,  amount  to 
910,326  90. 

THOMAS  WATTSON. 
Pbilaoclphia,  Jan.  7,  1823. 


RobeH  TiUoUon  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 

New  York,  January  23, 1823. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  an  extract 
from  a  communication  on  the  subject  of  the  expe- 
dition in  part  fitted  out  in  this  port  against  the 
Spanish  island  of  Porto  Rico.  Delicacy  to  those 
wno  have  been  good  enough  to  give  the  informa- 
tion prevents  me  from  accompanying  this  state- 
ment with  the  names  of  my  informants.  Should 
you,  however,  deem  it  necessary  that  a  disclosure, 
on  the  authority  of  their  names,  should  take  place, 
I  am  authorized  to  say  it  shall  be  done. 

Why  this  expedition  eluded  the  vigilance  of  our 
public  officers  may  in  part  be  explained  by  that 
vigilance  not  being  necessarily  excited  by  a  ship- 
ment that  did  not,  in  fact,  develope  its  character 
until  it  left  this  port. 

With  great  respect,  dbc. 

ROBERT  TILLOTSON. 

Hon.  J.  d.  Adams,  Secr^y  of  State, 

[extract.] 

Early  in  the  month  of  August  last,  or  there- 
abouts, there  appeared  in  this  city  a  Mr.  Vogel. 
representing  himself  to  be  an  agent  of  General 
William  Henry  Ducoudray  Holstein,  by  him  fur- 
nished with  power  to  raise  men  and  officers,  and 
obtain  supplies  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  for 
the  purpose  of  revolutionizing  a  Spanish  colony, 
the  name  of  which,  for  prudential  motives,  was 
concealed,  until  it  might  be  more  expedient  to 
disclose  it;  at  the  same  time,  representing  that 
the  object  in  view  had  the  sanction,  through  her 
agent  m  Philadelphia,  of  the  Colombian  republic, 
under  whose  flag,  and  in  conjunction  with  whose 
forces,  it  was  to  be  carried  into  effect;  General 
Ducoudray  in  particular  asserting,  as  we  were 
informed,  that  Commodore  Daniels,  with  bis 
squadron,  would  co-operate  in  the  attack.  In  con- 
sequence, on  the  13th  of  August  last,  two  vesseli*, 
the  Andrew  Jackson  and  the  Selina,  both  schoo- 
ners, sailed  from  New  York,  having  on  board  a 
number  of  passengers,  principally  Americans  and 
French,  all  of  whom  we  believe  (and  in  our  own 
particular  case  do  assert)  were  under  the  persua- 
sion that  our  operations  were  to  be  conducted  un- 
der the  Colombian  flag;  the  cargoes,  consisting 
of  muskets,  sabres,  saddles,  powder,  lead,  and  pro- 
visions, in  packages  of  various  sizes,  having  been 
shipped  as  merchandise  for  St.  Thomas's  or  St. 
Barts.  On  leaving  this  port,  we  proceeded  di- 
rectly to  the  spot  appointed  as  the  place  of  ren- 
dezvous between  our  vessels  and  a  Colombian 


twenty-two  gun  brig,  which  we  had  been  tu^ 
by  the  agents  of  General  Ducoudray  to  eipecit 
fall  in  with  ofi*  Barnegat— on  board  this  re<^ 
which  he  asserted  would  sail  from  Philiitliya: 
with  men,  arms,  ^.,  it  was  our  expecutioo  (c  n* 
transferred.  After  cruising  some  time  cs  ut 
above  mentioned  ground  without  falling  io  m: 
any  such  vessel,  we  proceeded  (as  bad  been  frh 
concerted)  to  the  second  point  of  rendezvoas  S. 
Barts.  It  may  not  be  amiss,  in  this  place,  ocrv 
mark,  that  a  sail  appearing  in  sight  which  vi 
mistaken  for  our  expected  consort,  a  flag  «»>  i- 
played  at  the  mast  head,  which  we  hare  la?^ 
discovered  to  have  been  an  assumed  one.  bm  r 
specting  which  we  were  at  the  time  kept  io  \T^'r 
ranee  whether  it  was  a  private  signal  or  tk  C^ 
lombian  flag,  though  we  generally  suppotcd  i:s 
be  the  latter.  The  Andrew  Jackson  being  i  tL 
sailer  on  a  wind,  and  the  weather  proving  s^tsz 
our  consort,  the  Selina,  parted  company,  tak3| 
on  board  some  of  our  principal  officers,  wi±  ^ 
tention  to  make  the  best  of  their  way  to  St  Bar:* 
to  expedite  some  preparations  making  in  ;:£ 
place.  About  this  time  it  became  known  to  sax 
individuals  that  our  destination  was  Porto  Ris. 
though  the  same  was  not  generally  uDdfr.-::^! 
until  about  the  time  that  we  arrived  at  St  ^^n 
no  suspicion  being  yet  entertained  that  we  i« 
deceived  respecting  the  expected  succors  u*  (i 
protection  ot  the  Colombian  fla|^.  On  oar  air.>i 
at  St.  Barts,  we  learned  that,  instead  of  the  G 
lombian  brig,  a  vessel  had  arrived  from  PhibM 
phia,  called  the  Mary,  with  men  and  arms;  t? 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  non-perfonnscce  :j 
General  Ducoud ray's  engagement,  a  vesei  im 
been  purchased  in  St.  Barts,  which  bad  bee: 
few  days  previously  taken  bv  a  patriot  pnai 
from  the  Spaniards.  The  Andrew  JackKAu 
not  enter  the  harbor  of  St.  Barts,  bat  lay  d2  jI 
off*  for  three  days,  at  the  expiration  of  wkici  "-M 
she  received  orders  to  make  sail  for  Five  \^^ 
where,  on  our  arrival,  we  found  iyins  io  &  ^ 
bay  three  vessels,  the  Mary,  Selina,  and  £»iit:cj 
(as  she  was  then  called,)  being,  for  some  rM 
unknown  to  us,  under  Dutch  colors. 

At  this  place  we  first  saw  Mr.  Irvine  aiMi  Os* 
eral  Ducoudray,  and  several  persons  to  vhoe^ 
had,  as  we  understood,  given  commission;  M 
of  what  description  we  know  not,  as  we,  the  a^ 
scribers,  never  received  any,  nor  sawooe,i^ 
after  our  arrival  at  Curafoa.    The  Govener  -\ 
St.  Bartholomew's,  as  we  were  informed,  ssace^ 
vug  something  of  an  improper  nature  in  die  ^ 
dition,  had  ordered  these  three  Tessds  oot  of  ^'^ 
in  consequence  of  which,  but  few  of  the  soUH 
there  enlisted  had  been  taken  on  board.    Tk«  ^' 
ter  part  of  the  day  of  our  -arrival  at  Five  h-i^ 
was  occupied  in  transferring  the  passengers,  tr^ 
munitions  of  war,  and  part  of  the  stores,  froo;- 
three  vessels  last  mentioned  into  the  nevh  F 
chased  briff  Bodracht,  and  on  the  foUowiag  oi'^ 
ing  the  Endracht,  Mary,  and  Selina  weifi^ 
and  set  sail  (as  was  believed)  for  Cribb  I^^ 
and  St.  Thomas's,  there  to  take  on  board  cccr 
which  had  been  previously  raised ;  the  Aoc:^* 
Jackson  entering  the  harbor  of  St  Barts  tci? 
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)e  of  the  remainder  of  her  cargo ;  from  and  after 
kich  time  we  saw  nothing  more  of  her  or  of  the 
Lina.    On  the  same  day,  at  sea,  to  our  utter 
ooisbment,  wewere  informed  by  the  captain  of 
;  Endracht  (though  the  same  was  probably  al- 
dy  known  to  some  of  the  senior  officers)  that 
had  been  deceived  by  Greneral  Ducoudray  with 
pect  to  the  existence  of  any  Colombian  com- 
ssioQ  for  the  vessels ;  on  which  the  determina- 
Q  was,  we  believe,  pretty  general  to  leave  the 
}edition  on  the  first  opportunity.     About  this 
le  a  council  of  the  higher  officers  was  held,  in 
lich  it  was  determine  that  we  should  imme- 
tel^  proceed  to  Laguyra,  to  obtain  the  requisite 
umissions  and  a  reinforcement  of  men ;  but 
5  resolution  was  rendered  impracticable  by[  the 
covery  that  the  vessel  was  in  danger  of  sinking ; 
!  guns  were  immediately  thrown  overboard,  and 
!  upper  masts  and  spars  sent  down  to  ease  the  ves- 
;  and  the  same  evening,  it  coming  on  to  blow 
rd,  she  was  so  damaged,  and  made  so  much  water, 
t  the  master  determined  to  enter  the  port  of 
ra9oa,  stating  that  an  attempt  to  enter  that  of 
guyra  in  our  crippled  state  would  unavoidably 
)ject  us  to  capture,  as  that  place  was  in  a  rigid 
(e  of  blockade.     In  consequence  of  the  warped 
1  colored  representations  of  some  interested 
SOD,  a  totally  undeserved  stigma  has  attached 
the  character  of  the  Americans  engaged  in  the 
>edition,  by  the  assertion  that  they  wished  to 
!  into  an  American  vessel.    This  vessel  was 
*  consort  the  Mary,  the  captain  of  which,  re- 
in^ to  take  on  board  any  of  the  passengers  from 
t  Eodracht,  (though  informed  that  she  was  in 
iger,  and  had  but  one  boat  on  board)  was  com- 
led  by  the  threats  of  the  troops  on  board  this 
t  vessel,  being  within  half  musket  shot,  to  htins 
for  that  purpose ;  but  in  this  attempt  to  compel 
It  assistance  so  inhumanly  denied,    however 
rrantable  by  the  law  of  self-preservation,  no 
lerican,  we  affirm,  was  engaged ;  and  as  no 
[anization  of  the  troops  had  taken  place,  they 
lid  not,  had  they  been  so  inclined,  have  pre- 
Ued  it.    Some  of  the  passengers  in  the  Alary 
m  Philadelphia  had  signed,  as  they  informed 
a  declaration  of  independence ;  but  the  same 
s  never  seen  by  the  subscribers,  [to  this  com- 
inication,]  and  the  first  and  only  copy  of  Gen- 
1  Ducoudray 's  proclamation  seen  by  us  wibis  on 
'  homeward  passage  in  another  vessel,  and  was 
!  same  of  which  a  translation  appeared  in  the 
blic  prints.     During  an  alarm  occasioned  by 
•appearance  of  the  united  States  sloop  Cyane, 
lien  was  taken  for  a  Spanish  frigate,  a  bundle  said 
contain  proclamations  was  brought  on  deck  with 
ent  to  throw  it  overboard  ;  but  the  Mary,  being 
windward  of  us,  was  first  boarded  by  an  officer 
m  that  ship,  and,  stating  us  to  be  a  vessel  in 
tress  under  ner  protection,  the  Cyane  stood  upon 
r  course,  and  the  proclamations  were  again 
rried  below.    On  our  arrival  at  Cttra9oa,  a 
anish  admiral  in  that  place  demanding  that  an 
luiry  should  be  instituted  into  the  nature  of  the 
pedition,    such  an  inquiry    accordingly    took 
cc ;    and   circumstances  appearing  to  justify 
;h  a  measure,  Greneral  Ducoudray  and  Mr.  Ir- 


vine, who,  as  we  understood,  had  signed  the  proc- 
lamation as  Secretary  of  State,  were  arrested. 
The  papers  of  the  Endracht  having  been  discov- 
ered at  once  to  be  forged  Dutch  papers,  she  had 
been  already  confiscated ;  but  the  master  of  the 
Endracht  having  succeeded  in  proving  (as  he 
himself  informed  the  subscribers,  who  have  since 
seen  him  in  this  city,)  the  cargo  of  that  vessel  to 
be  American  property,  shipped  at  New  York  and 
Philadelphia,  it  was  ^iven  up,  as  was  the  brig 
Mary  and  cargo,  which  had  also  been  libelled ; 
nothing  having  occurred  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  court  (before  the  departure  of  the  Mary)  to 
show  her  connexion  with  the  expedition. 

The  subscribers  know  little  further  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  court  (which  was  still  in  session 
when  they  came  away)  than  that,  to  our  very 
great  surprise,  we  heard  that  General  Ducoudray 
and  Mr.  Irvine  had  there  asserted  that  they  had 
the  sanction  of  the  United  States  in  preparing  such 
an  expedition  ;  in  relation  to  which,  we  can  only 
say  that  such  a  thing  had  never  been  mentioned 
to  us ;  but  only  that  thev  had  the  authority  of  Don 
Manuel  Torres,  the  Colombian  agent  at  Philadel- 
phia, and  (he  dying  before  the  completion  of  the 
scheme)  of  his  successor,  Mr.  Duane ;  for  which 
reason  we  consider  the  assertion  which  we  have 
above  alluded  to  as  ungrounded,  and  only  intended 
to  answer  some  private  purpose  of  the  General  and 
his  secretary. 


Extracts  from  a  letter  of  Mr,  Robert  M,  Harrison  to 
the  Secretary  qf  State,  dated  St.  Bartholamew%  16th 
September y  and  received  at  the  Department  of  State 
lith  of  October,  1822. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  there  is 
an  expedition,  consisting  of  the  toUowing  vessels, 
under  the  American  flag,  now  at  anchor  in  the 
Five  Islands,  for  the  purpose  of  going  against 
Porto  Rico,  viz:  schooner  Andrew  Jackson,  of 
and  from  New  York,  captain's  name  unknown — 
cargo  flour,  salted  provisions,  and  munitions  of 
war ;  brig  Mary,  of  and  from  Philadelphia,  Burns, 
master,  laden  as  above ;  schooner  Seuna,  Sisters, 
master,  cargo  the  same  as  the  others ;  the  Dutch 
hermaphrodite  brig  Endracht — that  is  to  say,  she 
hoists  Dutch  colors,  but,  in  reality,  has  no  papers, 
being  a  prize  to  a  Colombian  cruiser,  which  came 
here  originally  under  the  American  flag :  all  these 
vessels  ar^,  apparently,  under  the  direction  of  a 
Captain  William  Gould,  who  pretends  that  he  is 
under  bonds  to  the  amount  of  9150^000. 

"The  chief  of  this  expedition  is  a  person  of 
some  celebrity,  by  the  name  of  Ducoudray  de  Hot- 
stein  ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  some  citizens  of  the 
United  States  are  engaged  in  it,  not  onlv  of 
splendid  talents,  but  who  have  heretofore  held  non- 
orable  and  confidential  situations  under  our  Gov- 
ernment, and  who,  I  fear,  will  be  forever  lost  to 
the  country. 

"  I  have  been  the  more  particular  in  detailing 
this  afiair  to  you  from  the  circumstance  of  its  origi- 
nating in  the  United  States,  and  its  being  prose- 
I  cuted  under  that  flag. 
I     "  I  regret  that  none  of  our  vessels  of  war  should 
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be  here,  as  they  might  inquire  into  the  conduct  of 
the  commanders  of  these  vessels." 


Mt,  CorUand  L,  P&rker,  American  Consul  at  Cura- 
ffoa,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

American  Consulate, 

Curaffoa,  September  27, 1822.* 

Sir  :  On  the  2l8t  a  briff,  under  the  Netherlands 
fla|^,  and  another,  under  tne  American,  arrired  at 
this  place  from  St.  Bartholomew's;  the  former 
had  on  board  Mr.  Ducoudray  Holstein,  formerly 
a  general  in  the  Venezuela  service,  and  a  number 
ofothers,  mostly  European  French,  composing  his 
staff  as  general,  on  an  expedition  against  the  Spanish 
Qorernment  of  Porto  Kico.  On  board  the  Mary, 
of  Philadelphia,  were  several  young  men  from  the 
United  States,  mostly  citizens,  and  of  considerable 
respectability,  attached  to  the  above  expedition. 
The  vessels  were  brought  in  against  the  will  of 
the  General  and  all  his  foreign  passengers,  the 
masters  declaring  that  they  would  follow  no  longer 
in  an  expedition  unwarranted  by  their  country  or 
any  other,  and  without  either  commission  or  force 
equal  to  the  attempt. 

The  Dutch  brig  has  been  seized,  and  will  no 
doubt  be  condemned,  as  her  papers  are  false ;  the 
cargo  I  hope  to  get  released  as  American  property. 
The  American  brie  has  been  permitted  to  unload 
her  cargo,  as  usual,  though  under  very  strict  ex- 
amination. 

The  most  correct  information  I  can  give  you  is 
in  the  proclamations  enclosed,  which  I  nave  with 
difficulty  obtained  permission  to  keep;  but  the 
most  strange  part  of  the  afiSiir,  and  of  that  which 
proved  the  unfitness  of  Ducoudray  Holstein  to  carry 
on  such  a  plan,  is.  that  he  has  bulletins  ready  writ- 
ten, in  which  he  declares  the  brilliant  success  of  the 
expedition.  There  are  also  letters  from  Mr.  Ir- 
vine to  Mr.  Duane,  wherein  the  success  of  the  at- 
tack and  landing  is  described  at  large. 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  state  these  circumstances 
to  YOU  as  soon  as  possible ;  and  have  the  honor 
to  oe,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  humble  ser- 
vant. C.  L.  PARKER. 

Hon.  John  dniNCY  Adams, 

Stcretarff  of  State,  Washington. 


PROCLAMATION. 

The  General-^n-Chief  of  the  Army  of  the  HepubUc 
{^BoOqua  (Jmmly  Porto  Rico)  to  the  inhMUMis 
of  Porto  Rteo. 

To  arms,  Americans,  to  arms !  come  and  join 
our  standard ;  your  reward  will  be  independence, 
your  reward  the  name  of  free  and  brave  Ame- 
ricans. 

Our  enterprise  is  easy  and  brilliant ;  the  Spanish 
Cbvernor  has  no  other  auxiliaries  than  those  of 
the  country,  and  he  confides  in  your  generosity ! 
And  what  American  could  be  such  a  traitor  to 
his  country,  to  his  family,  as  to  remain  in  the  ser- 


*  Received  at  Department  of  State  8tfa  November, 
same  year. 


vice  of  the  King,  and  assist  his  tjrrants  to  encku 
us  again  1 

To  arms,  companions,  to  arms !  Live  oar  ii> 
dependence,  live  our  liberty !  God,  jastiee,RtK!& 
our  valor,  our  union,  and  our  sacred  rigiits,  cau 
us  and  will  protect  us !  Look  at  voar  fiimilii^ 
your  parents,  your  friends ;  think  or  tharmiserr. 
of  their  slavery ;  and  choose  between  e)iMm  or 
liberty ! 

Let  the  numerous  |>atriots  of  this  land  wL 
have  called  me  come  imnwdiately  to  our  be&y 
quarters  to  be  rewarded ;  let  the  valiant  frieods^f 
independence  unite  under  our  banaers ;  all  sbj 
be  very  well  received  and  employed,  accordiDf  v: 
his  taste  and  his  merits.  The  greatest  pirii:'. 
you  know  me  as  one  of  the  chiefs  of  th«  iilf^ 
pendence  from  the  year  1811,  and  know  tbi'.r 
an  old  soldier,  I  have  distinguished  my^f  i£ '» 
defence  of  the  fortresses  of  Boca  Chiea,  sd^  ) 
am,  moreover  married  to  a  youDf  Ammca&liii 
of  Santa  Fe  de  Bogota.  I  promise  you  libem.  i 
fixed  and  firm  republic,  if  you  choose  to  follcv 
my  counsels,  and  assist  me,  as  your  own  interfS 
reottires,  with  your  union,  your  zeal,  aod  t<c 
valor. 

That  there  may  be  regularity  and  order.  I  ^ 
cree  the  following : 

Article.  1.  Every  one  shall  have  protect.-:: 
and  security  of  property.  The  person  mfrio^ 
this  shall  bepunisbed  capitally. 

Art.  2.  There  shall  be  profound  respect  for  & 
vine  worship,  the  churches,  and  the  ministpri  / 
Qod,  underjpain  of  death. 

Art.  3.  The  slaves  shall  not  be  set  at  libmy: 
otherwise,  the  country  would  be  mined,  ud  t^ 
greatest  disorders  would  take  place. 

Art.  4.  The  General-in-c hief  shall  choose ir::: 
amon^  men  of  property,  talents,  and  expenr::^ 
inhabitants  of  the  country,  counsellors  of  $a? 
who  shall  labor,  conjointly  with  him,  for  i  ^-"f 
and  solid  organization ;  for  laws,  the  maintna::* 
of  justice  and  of  the  tribunals ;  for  the  esuU>^ 
ment  of  a  good  administration.  These  cooose^.^ 
shall  be  engaged,  later,  in  forming  a  pojectcfi 
Constitution  and  the  mode  of  convokug  a  C»- 
gress. 

Art.  5.  The  etat  major  shall  dispose  a oi! '• 
ganize  what  relates  to  the  forces  by  land  ud^ 

Art.  6.  Military  men  whoserveonderthennri* 
ist  flaff,  European  Spaniards,  Americans,  or  strt: 
gers,  snail  have  superior  rank,  if  they  come 'S- 
mediately  to  our  side  with  their  arms;  or  ^ 
shall  be  rewarded  according  to  their  merit 

Art.  7.  European  Spanish  civii  officen,  p^*^' 
cians,  surgeons,  and  apothecaries,  shall  all  reoi* 
in  their  situations  until  a  new  order,  and  i^?' 
who  conduct  themselves  well  shall  be  contiDoa 

Art.  8.  There  shall  be  appointed  in  eacb  t?^^ 
one  or  more  commissioners,  to  appoint  freeim^s  c 
the  vicinity  as  citizens  of  our  republic.  T^^, 
who  shall  not  conform  to  that  order  shall  be  trn'/i 
as  enemies  of  our  cause.  We  shall  keep  a  ^Q>-^ 
register  at  our  headquarters. 

Art.  9.  Americans  bom  in  the  coaotnr  s^ 
enjoy  the  greatest  advantages ;  they  shall  bs^^ 
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right  of  being  employed  in  the  Goyerament,  or  in 
the  trmy,  according  to  their  merits.  ^ 

Art.  10.  Foreigners,  defenders  of  the  country, 
or  very  usefal  with  their  talents  and  their  industry, 
jostlr  deserve  the  name  of  citizens,  and  shall  en* 
)oy  the  same  rights  as  the  rest. 

Art.  11.  Town  councils  shall,  without  delay, 
send  as  a  deputy ;  other  voters  shall  remain  each 
in  bis  place  and  employment,  to  maintain  quiet 
and  order.  The  town  councils  which  shall  not 
coaform  to  this  article  shall  be  treated  as  enemies 
of  the  country,  and  be  brought  before  a  military 
commission. 

Art.  12.  In  each  town  a  city  militia  shall  be 
organized,  which  shall  serve,  till  all  be  quiet,  to 
maintain  the  public  security. 

Art.  13.  There  shall  be  raised  a  corps  of  in- 
fantry, and  another  of  cavalry,  composed  of  young 
citizens,  who  can  equip  themselves  at  their  own 
expense,  under  the  name  of  guards  of  honor. 
These  guards  shall  have  a  brilliant  uniform,  and 
shall  march  with  the  Greneral-in-chief. 

Art.  14.  All  prisoners  of  state,  whom  the  Span- 
ish Government  has  confined  for  the  sake  of  their 
[nlitical  opinions,  shall  be  set  at  liberty. 

Art.  15.  la  each  seaport  in  our  power,  all  ves- 
«U  shall  be  at  once  laid  under  embargo.  None  of 
ihem  shall  sail  without  leave  in  writmg  from  the 
General-in-chief ;  the  captains  and  their  crews  who 
ihall  assist  us  shall  have  the  greatest  advantages, 
Kcording  to  their  services  and  their  merit.  Those 
vho  do  not  conform  to  this  embargo  will  expose 
themselves  to  all  the  rigor  of  the  laws.  The  vo- 
'AS  of  the  town  council  and  the  officers  of  the  cus- 
■om-house  shall  be  responsible  for  the  execution  of 
his  article. 

Art.  16.  Each  town,  each  city,  each  individ- 
lal,  dbc.,  who  shall  first  rise  in  favor  of  independ- 
-Qce,  and  shall  send  us  deputies,  or  shall  jom  us, 
4iall  have  great  rewards  and  privileges,  according 
0  their  merit. 

Art.  17.  Commerce  shall  be  free;  and,  to  alle- 
viate the  public  misery,  the  duties  of  entry  and 
:learance  in  our  ports  shall  be  reduced  to  the  half 
}f  what  they  were  before  for  all  articles  of  pri- 
nary  necessity. 

Art.  18.  The  prohibition  of  any  article  what- 
im  in  the  time  of  the  King  is  null,  and  all  may 
K  introduced  into  our  ports. 

Art.  19,  The  beginning  of  the  Government 
ihall  be  very  liberal^  and  shall  protect  not  only 
^unmerce,  but  agriculture,  industry,  arts,  sci- 
ences, public  education,  and  the  talents  of  the 

citizens. 

Nothing  shall  be  neglected  that  will  give  to  our 
tpahlic  solidity  and  prosperity.  The  Ueneral-in- 
wef  will  receive  with  gratitude  all  plans  and 
vojects  from  any  person  whatsoever  which  tend 
» propose  an  establishment  useful  to  the  country; 
vch  individuals  shall  be  rewarded. 

When  every  thing  shall  be  well  arranged  that 
ke  republic  be  quiet,  fixed,  and  firm,  that  we  have 
^ongress  and  a  wise  Constitution,  that  the  three 
pfftts  be  well  distinguished,  then  we  shall  be 


able  to  cry  out,  with  truth,  Live  the  country,  live 
our  independence,  and  perish  the  disturbers  of  it ! 

Given  at  our  head-quarters  of . 

LUIS  V.  D.  HOLSTEIN. 


Solemn  Act  of  the  DedaraJtion  of  Independence, 

The  Spanish  Government  has  eiven  us  the 
most  forciole  proofs  of  its  tyranny,  of  its  bad  faith, 
and  of  its  incapacity  to  protect  and  to  govern  us. 
The  experience  of  three  hundred  years  has  made 
known  to  the  whole  world  its  passions,  its  unjust 
and  perverse  pretensions. 

We  have  proved  our  gratitude  and  love  to 
the  Spanish  Government  with  our  fortunes  and 
our  blood ;  we  have  offered,  in  the  beginning  of 
the  invasion  of  Spain  hy  the  troops  of  Napoleon, 
assistance,  and  every  thine  which  a  friendly  nar 
tion  can  offer,  without  the  least  interest.  Our  re- 
compense was  the  most  unjust  contempt;  and, 
moreover,  by  a  total  abandonment  of  us  to  our 
own  defence  against  the  enemies  of  Spain,  the 
Cortes,  the  Regency,  and  the  King  treated  us  as 
rebels,  as  perverse  criminals,  and  pursued  us  with 
an  unjust  and  cruel  war,  without  our  having 
given  them  any  other  reason  than  that  of  desiring 
to  enjoy  the  same  rights  as  the  European  Span- 
iards. 

The  Spanish  Government  has  always  desired 
to  treat  us  as  subjects,  as  slaves ;  it  has  been  deaf 
to  our  just  and  lawful  remonstrances ;  it  has  never 
ceased  from  tyrannizing  over  us;  this  Govern- 
ment has  now  lost  our  confidence,  and  is  incapa- 
ble and  unworthy  to  govern  us  more. 

Fullv  impressed  with  these  truths,  we  declare 
solemnly  before  the  Almighty  God,  before  the 
whole  universe,  that  we  are  resolved  to  suffer  a 
similar  tyranny  no  longer.  A  free,  independent, 
and  wise  Gbvernment  will  give  us  happiness, 
strength,  and  consistency. 

That  order,  union,  activity,  and  the  energy  ne- 
cessary in  all  the  operations  of  our  Gbvernment, 
mav  predominate,  we  have  decreed  as  follows: 

Article  1.  Our  General-in-chief  is  elected 
unanimously,  and  appointed  President  of  the  new 
Republic  or . 

Art.  2.  The  President  is  the  provisional,  civil, 
political,  and  military  chief.  lie  shall  direct  all 
the  branches  of  the  Administration,  and  of  the 
forces,  by  sea  and  land,  and  shall  appoint  to  all 
the  offices,  until  the  Congress  shall  be  convened. 

Art.  3.  Our  Republic  shall,  from  this  time, 
leave  off  all  communication  with  the  Spanish 
Government. 

Art.  4.  The  President  is  authorized  to  appoint 
a  sufficient  number  of  men  of  proper tv  and  talents 
to  form  a  Council  of  Government.  These  counsel- 
lors shall  endeavor  with  him  to  consolidate  and 
give  activity  to  the  well-being  of  the  country. 

Art.  5.  A  National  Congress  shall  be  assembled 
when  the  enemy  shall  be  out  of  the  territory  of 
our  country,  and  all  shall  be  quiet  and  peaceable ; 
then  a  project  of  constitution  shall  be  attempted, 
and  the  installation  of  the  legislative,  judicial,  and 
executive  power  shall  take  place. 

Given  at 


1263 


APPENDIX. 


1254 


Expedition  against  Porto  Rico. 


Instruction  of  the  Gmeral-in'Ckief^  Provisional  PreS' 

ident  of  the  Government  of  the  ReptMic  of ,  to 

the  foreign  officers  serving  in  the  army,  by  land  and 
sea,  of  the  said  Republic,  on  the  manner  of  conduct- 
ing themselves  with  regard  to  the  American  inhabi- 
tants of  the  country. 

It  gives  your  chief  pain  to  issue  this  instruction, 
although  he  is  convinced  of  its  utility.  He  hopes 
that  you  will  make  it  your  study,  and  follow  it 
exactly. 

The  princiiMl  object  of  this  instruction  shall  be, 
to  cause  the  inhabitants  to  forget  that  you  are 
strangers.  It  is  indispensably  necessary  that  their 
jealousy  and  natural  hatred  of  all  that  bears  the 
name  of  foreigners  be  forgotten,  and  that  the  reluc- 
tance they  may  feel  to  seeing  you  at  their  head 
should  disappear,  and  be  converted  into  esteem  and 
admiration  of  your  conduct  and  your  talents.  You 
will  soon  compel  them  to  cherish  you;  and,  in 
fine,  to  regard  you  as  their  brothers,  their  friends, 
and  their  superiors ;  then  your  chief  will  be  con- 
tent and  satisfied.  He  nas  pursued  the  same 
course,  the  same  conduct,  and  that  for  five  years; 
and  from  the  first  year  he  has  caused  himself  to 
be  loved  and  to  be  respected  to  such  a  degree,  that 
one  word  of  his  has  had  more  effect  than  all  the 
most  rigorous  punishments  of  their  own  native 
chiefs ;  for  the  officer  and  the  soldier  name  him 
only  as  their  father. 

It  is  therefore  his  experience,  it  is  the  result  of 
a  very  long  and  constant  study  of  the  character 
of  this  people,  which  he  here  presents  to  you.  In 
following  this  instruction  most  exactly,  you  will 
find  yourselves  hanpy  and  content ;  in  neglecting 
it,  you  will  not  only  suffer  personally  from  it,  but 
your  carelessness,  your  imprudence,  your  disobe- 
dience, will  have  an  influence  upop  the  well-being 
of  your  comrades,  and  upon  that  of  all  the  foreign- 
ers who  surround  you.  Wo  to  him,  then,  who 
shall  wish  to  deviate  from  it ;  I  shall  immediately 
know  him,  and  I  shall  be  obliged  to  punish  him 
rigorously,  and  to  drive  him  from  the  midst  of 
our  ranks,  which  he  would  dishonor  as  a  bad  cit- 
izen, as  a  perverse  and  dangerous  man,  who  ob- 
stinately persists  in  being  guided  only  bv  his  pas- 
sions, and  who  would  sacrifice  the  well-being  oi 
thousands  of  his  equals  upon  the  altar  of  a  short- 
lived vanity.  I  am,  as  you  know,  upright^  hu- 
mane, indulgent  to  trifling  faults ;  but  I  will  be 
very  severe,  even  inflexible,  towards  all  those  who 
shall  give  just  causes  of  complaint,  by  having 
maltreated,  without  cause,  either  by  word  or  deed, 
any  American  inhabitant,  military  or  civil.  The 
principles  by  which  I  am  guided  are  known  and 
simple — those  of  being  impartial  and  just.  The 
foreigner  shall  be  treated  as  the  American ;  the 
American  as  the  foreigner :  merit  alone  shall  dis- 
tinguish them. 

Do  you  wish  to  be  citizens  of  this  country,  and 
then  to  enjoy  all  their  rights  ?  Do  you  wish  to 
aspire  to  the  highest  places  in  the  Government, 
and  to  be  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  native? 
They  come  to  meet  you ;  they  offer  you  even  all 
imaginable  advantages;  and  ao  you  wish,  on  your 
side,  to  do  nothing  to  deserve  these  benefits? 


What  is  there  out  of  the  independent  repobiu  c 
South  Ameriaa  which  presents  you  such  adf&i- 
tages?  Certainly  you  will  be  very  angratef'. 
you  will  be  unworthy  of  my  confidence,  if  rcuii 
not  exert  all  your  zeal  and  your  atteotioo  to  c^sl' 
at  it. 

Assist  me  only  by  your  docility,  by  yoor  cui-g- 
dence,  by  your  zeal,  and  I  promise  you  tba:  u 
will  be  well.  I  speak  to  you  as  a  kind  father :: 
a  family  who  loves  his  children ;  yon  are  de«r  r 
me,  as  are  the  Americans;  merit  alone  will  d^ 
tinguish  you ;  and  I  shall  know  among  yoc  s^ 
ther  French,  nor  Germans,  nor  English,  nor  Po!^. 
nor  Danes,  nor  foreigners  of  any  nation ;  yon  n 
in  my  eyes  the  children  of  the  country,  its  defci- 
ers,  and  its  citizens,  as  the  natives  are,  who  srt* 
with  you  our  common  country.  As  to  ogt^' 
personally,  I  am  an  American  and  a  foreigDei 
the  same  time;  for,  born  in  Europe,  and  witl. 
the  soil  of  this  republic,  as  well  as  you.  I  in: 
naturalized  American  of  long  standing,  as  wt 
by  my  services  in  the  independence,  as  br  zt 
marriage  with  a  young  American  lady.  1  r. 
therefore  hold  the  just  medium  between  yon  i:c 
the  American.  I  only  ask  of  you  coafidczc^ 
union,  and  prudence,  and  all  will  be  well.  I: . 
only  by  following  my  counsels,  by  studying  .i- 
instruction,  which  has  no  tendency  but  to  r^k 
you  happy,  to  cause  you  to  be  loved  and  esie^cci 
oy  the  natives,  that  you  will  be  worthy  of  hcz: 
my  children,  and  of  filling  the  places  which  ^ '. 
now  occupy. 

As  all  these  places  are  only  provisionaL  •:-* 
^ood  or  your  bad  conduct  will  nave  the  ^'^^ 
influence  on  your  advancement.  He  wbo  v. 
take  no  care  of  himself  will  be  exposed  to  be  -.- 
perseded  immediately ;  whilst  all  those  wbo  i:^ 
conduct  themselves  well,  who  shall  be  zealoo^i^- 
tive,  and  judicious,  will  be  sure  of  being  prd^nr. 
Read,  therefore,  with  much  attention,  the  fdiv^ 
ing  articles,  and  con  form  yourselves  to  them:  t^^ 
you  will  find  yourselves  well,  happy,  loved,  i^- 
esteemed. 

Article.  1.  The  character  of  a  native  of  it- 
country. — This  is  ^ood,  tractable,  and  suscf^^ 
of  receiving  every  impression,  good  or  bad,  acfcf^ 
ing  to  the  confidence  which  he  shall  hare  it  -^ 
commander.  His  self-love  is  great ;  but,  prcfR^' 
directed,  it  will  render  him  susceptible  of  c'-i: 
ffood  and  noble  actions ;  ill-directed,  it  will  a' 
be  productive  of  misfortune  to  him,  and  will  di£ 
you  along  with  him.  The  love  ot  liberty,  of  '^ 
independence  of  his  country,  the  hatred  whif£t' 
naturally  expresses  for  his  oppressors,  added  icji)^' 
self-love,  will  so  elevate  bim,  that  he  will  t|^ 
with  courage  and  with  a  greater  degree  of  briTm 
as  he  will  have  your  example  before  his  eye& 

Art.  2.  Constantly  and  carefully  avoid  sap^' 
that  you  are  French,  Enelish,  Germans^  dec.  Jf^ 
them,  on  the  contrary,  that  you  are  citizens  ci^ 
country,  zealous  friends  ot  indepradenoe^  ^^ 
brethren,  their  fellow-countrymen,  and,  wbes  ^ 
of  the  service,  their  equals. 

Art.  3.  Above  all,  study  with  the  grtti»>  ^ 
the  language  of  the  country ;  employ  ail  j^-'- 
sure  time  in  it ;  I  will  furnish  you  with  all  ih£6- 
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neotary  books  gratis,  as  well  as  the  necessary  mas- 
ers  for  attaining  this  language,  as  soon  as  possible. 
Art.  4.  Never  affront  any  one  whatever — your 
American  superior,  yonr  American  equal,  or  your 
Dferior.  Whoever  shall  address  himself  to  you 
rith  any  complaint,  no  matter  what,  hear  him 
aimly  and  with  patience.  If  you  do  not  under- 
tand  him,  send  lor  an  interpreter ;  but  immedi- 
itely  render  him  the  strictest  justice  in  the  case  of 
lomplaint :  alwavssay  something  obliging  to  him, 
Tea  in  refusing  nis  demand.  He  wiu  be  at  least 
atisfied  of  your  good-will ;  he  will  communicate 
t  to  his  comrades,  and  you  will  be  greatly  be- 
oved. 

Art.  5.  Never  be  impatient  in  making  your 
tcruits  go  through  the  exercise,  when  they  are 
laturally  awkward  and  ignorant  in  the  principle. 
Show  them  with  mildness  and  patience  what  and 
low  it  ought  to  be  done.  Praise  and  encourage 
liose  whom  you  may  observe  willing  to  do  well. 
[f  you  ever  perceive  yourselves  the  evidence  of  any 
)f  these  yroun^  people  showing  a  repugnance,  or 
!TeD  an  ill-will,  to  do  what  you  shall  order,  do 
lot  show  them  that  you  perceive  it ;  do  not  hu- 
niliate  him,  but  begin  to  excite  his  self-love; 
praise  him  at  least  a  little  for  what  he  has  executed 
m  very  ordinarily;  encourage  him  in  making 
bim  repeat  it ;  he  will  finally  lose  that  unwilling- 
Qess,  and  will  follow  and  obey  you. 

Art.  6.  Punish  only  grievous  faults ;  and,  as  to 
imali  ones,  pardon  them  for  the  first  time ;  exhort- 
ing them,  however,  with  mildness,  but  with  firm- 
ness, that  they  take  good  care  of  tne  second ;  that 
rou  should  be  sorry,  but  forced  to  punish  them. 
Then  you  ought  to  ao  it,  but  coolly,  and  in  a  legal 
ainoer.  You  will  soon  see  the  good  effect  of 
nch  conduct  upon  all  the  spirits  oT  those  under 
fou.  ^ 

Art.  7.  Never  break  your  word  to  them,  nor 
nake  a  promise  to  them  which  3rou  do  not  believe 
rou  can  keep ;  for  if  you  break  it  once,  they  will 
)o  more  believe  you ;  you  will  have  lost  their  con- 
idence.  Say,  rather,  if  the  demand  should  seem 
0  you  to  be  well  founded,  that  you  will  do  your 
itmost  to  obtain  it  for  them ;  make  actually  for 
Item  the  necessary  exertions ;  you  will  prove  by 
liat  to  your  subordinates  that  you  are  in  earnest 
or  their  welfare.  He  will  soon  know  it ;  he  will 
»  content  and  satisfied ;  even  when  you  have  it 
lot  in  your  power  to  succeed,  he  will  know  your 
fiih  in  it. 

Art.  8.  Take  the  greatest  care  of  your  troop ; 
mter  absolutely  into  the  most  minute  details  upon 
irhatever  concerns  the  comfort  of  your  subordi- 
utes,  and  see  that  they  want  nothing.  By  that, 
rou  will  be  entitled  to  their  gratitude,  and  to  the 
)ower  of  commanding  them. 

Art.  9.  Never  mix  with  the  soldiers  when  off 
luty,  either  in  public  places  or  any  where  else. 
^ever  drink  with,  nor  oescend  to  treat  the  soldier 
^  your  equal.  Too  much  familiarity  is  as  preju- 
licial  as  too  much  severity.  It  will  sometimes 
Htppen  that,  in  camps  or  in  public  feasts,  some  of 
^r  soldiers  will  offer  you  to  drink  to  the  repub- 
k  or—no  matter  how;  accept  it;  but  immedi- 


ately cause  a  bottle  or  more  to  be  brought,  tell 
them  to  drink  your  health,  and  go  away. 

Art.  10.  When  you  are  under  arms  at  the  head 
of  your  troop,  either  in  the  great  manoeuvres,  or  in 
the  detail  oi  exercises,  say  nothing  to  your  soldiers 
but  what  is  absolutely  necessary  ;  but  when  you 
come  to  eo  against  the  enemy,  harangue  them,  and 
inspire  them  with  courage,  with  ardor,  and  with 
confidence,  bjr  your  good  example.  One  single 
action,  in  which  you  shall  have  boldly  expowd 
your  person,  will  be  sufficient  to  gain  you  their 
entire  confidence.  They  will  respect  you  and  will 
cherish  you  ;  they  will  soon  forget  that  you  are  a 
foreigner. 

Art.  11.  In  conversation  with  any  native,  not 
even  in  speaking  with  your  comrades,  in  presence 
of  one  of  them,  carefully  avoid  criticising  their 
manners,  their  customs,  their  dress,  dbc.  They 
will  perhaps  laugh  with  jrou ;  they  will  even  fre- 
quently be  the  first  to  excite  you ;  be  always  pru- 
dent and  on  your  guard,  for  they  will  never  forget 
your  words ;  and  the  more  elevated  your  rank,  the 
more  you  are  watched  by  them. 

Art.  12.  Abstain  from  gaming,  and  from  de- 
bauchery of  every  kind ;  show,  by  your  zood  con- 
duct, that  you  are  worthy  of  my  confidence  and 
of  command.  For  gaming  and  debauchery  will 
ruin  your  health  and  your  purse ;  you  will  render 
yourself  incapable  of  service,  and  you  will  become 
the  butt  of  contempt. 

Art.  13.  Constantly  endeavor  to  be  brave,  but 
just ;  even  severe,  when  it  shall  be  necessary ;  and 
six  months  of  application  and  of  practice  in  all 
that  I  have  said  to  you  will  insure  me  your  com- 
fort and  that  of  thousands  of  our  compatriots.  If 
any  one  of  you  have  any  doubts,  any  scruples,  and 
will  come  and  communicate  them  to  me,  I  will, 
with  pleasure,  see  all  those  who  wish  to  be  in- 
structed, and  I  will  endeavor  to  resolve  them. 

'Appeal  of  the  General-ifi^-ckief,  Provisional  President 
of  ike  nepubUc  of  BoAquaj  (island  of  Porto  Rico,) 
to  foreigners  of  all  nations,  with  the  exception  of 
European  Spaniards. 

HEADaUARTBRS  AT  MaYAGUEZ, 

September,  1822, 

The  revolution  in  this  island  is  accomplished ; 
independence  formally  proclaimed ;  and  a  free 
Government,  republican  and  wise,  offers  you  em- 
ployment, protection,  security,  and  comfort. 

We^  in  consequence,  invite  you  to  come  and 
settle  in  our  fine  country,  under  a  salubrious  and 
benign  climate,  and  we  promise  as  follows : 

Article  1.  The  right  of  citizen,  that  of  voting, 
and  that  of  aspiring  to  employments,  civil  ana 
military,  of  the  republic,  without  regard  as  to 
birth  or  religion,  but  purely  to  the  morality  and 
talents  of  the  candidate. 

Art.  2.  To  the  military,  the  same  right  of  citi- 
zen, punctual  pay,  and  their  wants  fully  provided. 
They  may  rely, According  to  their  good  conduct, 
upon  certain  and  prompt  advancement. 

Art.  3.  Those  of  the  military  and  naval  forces 
having  had  the  misfortune  to  be  wounded  in  the 
service  of  the  republic  shall  be  placed  in  the  hotel 


1267 


APPENDIX. 


m 


Expedition  against  Potto  Rieo. 


of  invalids,  and  shall  be  atteaded  to  at  the  expense 
of  Government. 

Art.  4.  Physicians,  surgeons,  and  apothecaries 
of  talent,  v^iii  find  employment  in  our  army  and 
in  our  hospitals. 

Art.  5.  Caltivators,  planters,  and  those  versed 
in  agriculture,  will  present  themselves  before  the 
commission  of  agriculture,  who  will,  according  to 
(heir  means  and  merit,  assign  to  their  hands  the 
means  to  purchase  the  most  necessary  utensils, 
and  instruct  them  in  the  way  to  prosperity. 

Art.  6.  Manufacturers,  aesirous  to  come  and 
establish,  will  find  protection  and  employment. 
Those  who  may  have  useful  establishments  to 
propose  will  present  their  plan  to  the  Council  of 
State,  and,  it  approved  of,  their  enterprise  will  be 
facilitated  and  protected. 

Art.  7.  Merchants  and  traders  are  invited  to 
establish  here.  There  shall  be  no  article  pro- 
hibited ;  commerce  will  be  protected ;  and  the  du- 
ties will  be  small. 

Art.  8.  Artists  of  every  class,  men  of  learning, 
and  persons  useful  for  public  instruction,  will  find 
employment  and  protection. 

Art.  9.  Manufacturers  of  powder  and  tobacco, 
and  curriers,  armorers,  carpenters,  coopers,  shoe- 
makers, tailors,  farriers,  mechanics,  workmen,  and 
persons  of  whatsoever  useful  calling,  will  be  em- 
ployed and  protected. 

Art.  10.  The  present  appeal  excludes  those  who 
are  prosecuted  for  crimes  or  infamous  acts,  stock- 
jobwrs,  gamesters  by  profession,  persons  without 
calling  or  trade,  those  living  by  unknown  means, 
all  adventurers,  sharpers,  and  mtriguers  of  every 
description  bavins  no  profession  or  employment. 
They  will  soon  be  discovered,  arrested,  and  ex- 
pelled forever  from  the  soil  of  our  republic. 

All  persons  designated  in  the  first  nine  articles: 
those  first  arrived  will  enjoy  greater  advantages 
over  those  who  will  arrive  later. 

We  invite  the  friends  of  our  cause,  the  journal- 
ists and  merchants,  reading  the  present  appeal,  to 
assist  us  in  propagating  the  same,  by  having  it 
inserted  in  their  papers,  in  the  language  of  their 
country. 

The  main  object  of  this  proclamation  is,  to 
endeavor  to  ameliorate  the  unhappy  condition  of 
thousands  of  foreigners,  passing  a  miserable  life, 
unmerited,  and  beneath  their  intellectual  faculties. 

They  will  endeavor  to  place  each  according  to 
his  merit,  his  conduct,  his  experience,  and  abili- 
ties, and  will  offer  to  all  equality  of  rights,  asy- 
lum, protection,  and  comfort. 

The  President  General-in-chief: 

LUIS  V.  DUCOUDRAY. 

Secretary  of  State,  pro  tern, : 

B.  IRVINE. 


Thi  Generalrin-chief  of  the  Republican  army  of  Boa- 
quo,  (island  of  Porto  Rieo,)  to  theforeignfts  estab- 
lished in  that  island. 


HEADaUARTERS  AT 


Sir:  Called  by  a  considerable  number  of  the 
inhabitants  of  your  country,  I  come  at  the  head 


of  a  corps  armed  to  proclaim  their  liberty  im 
independence. 

The  revolution  is  in  your  favor;  by  it  f« 
will  obtain  the  right  of  a  citizen,  and  adaiissiet 
to  civil  and  military  situations,  as  the  tenth  in)* 
cle  of  the  annexed  proclamation  proves. 

The  advantages  to  your  families,  and  to  » 
many  thousands  of  our  fellow-eouBtrymco,  ut 
immense  and  incaloiJable.  Come^  then,  wiik« 
fear,  to  rally  around  me,  to  assist  me  in  cobscj- 
dating  our  work. 

Those  who  shall  prove  their  zeal  and  their  de> 
votion  to  our  cause,  and  who  Mhall  preMot  ihca- 
selves  first  at  our  headquarters,  shall  eojoy  uv 
greatest  advantages,  which  shall  surpass  era 
their  expectations.  I  shall  know,  in  a  few  days, 
those  who  shall  not  have  presented  themseiTe 
there.  All  those  who  know  me  know  thatct 
word  is  sacred,  and  that  my  views  tend  Xoin:k 
the  happiness  of  a  wise,  solid,  and  flonrishiDg  r^ 
public. 

I  have  the  honor  to  salute  you. 

L.  V.  DUCOUDRAY 

P.  S. — I  request  you  immediately  to  cotDfflB:l^ 
cate  this  letter  to  your  friends  and  acquaiatuca 
and  to  rally  them  around  us. 

To  the  Foreigners  of  the  island  of  Pario  Rie^ 


Formof  reward  of  meriL 
Attending  to  the  merit  of  Don 


hislibfli 
principles,  and  known  and  promised  adherefictw 
the  just  cause  of  the  independence  and  liberty  ^ 
that  part  of  America  formerly  Spanish,  1  gin 
him  tnisprovisional  and  interim  certificate, t:>a; 

in  the  office  or  grade  of ^  he  mny  serve  in  ^ 

Republic  of ,  until  the  sovereipi  CoBfra 

have  confirmed  his  nomination.  His  pay,  eaa- 
uments^  dbc,  run  on,  agreeably  to  his  office,  s: 
count  from  this  day's  date. 

Given  at  ,  1822.    Signed  by  my  bu^- 

'registered,  and  sealed  .with  the  seal  of  the  Gs^ 
ernment 

By  order  of  the  General,  the  Intendant  of  ^ 
Government. 

CopyefahOL 

General  Quarters  of 

No.—. 
Obligation  of  the  sum  of 


^  pledged  Q 


national  property  of  the  republic  of .   1b  - 

months  from  this  date  the  treasurer  of  the  repot 

will  pay or  his  order  the  said  sum  of  — 

THE  GENERAL-IN-CHIEF 
Registered  by  the  Intendant. 


Extract  of  a  Utter  fnm  Mr.  Coftkmd  L  Paruf . 
American  Constd  at  Cura^oa,  to  the  Secr^fi^' 
StaU,  dated 

Consulate  of  the  United  State^n 
Curagoa,  October  18,  IS^' 
^^Annexed  is  my  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo;  »iatf 
which  the  crews  and  passengers  of  the  Amencu 

*  Received  at  the  Department  of  8lite  6th  Aot**- 
ber,  same  year. 
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i  Netherlands  brip  thereio  mentioned  baye 
*n  under  examination ;  and,  from  wbat  I  have 
!Q  able  to  learn,  it  appears  that  this  expedition 
s  to  have  been  the  forerunner  of  others  against 
t  West  India  islands  of  eyery  Power  in  Earope; 
i  some  very  strong  expressions  to  that  effect,  in 
etter  from  Mr.  B.  Irvine,  have  been  the  cause  of 
being  placed  in  close  confinement.  The  brig 
try  is  cleared,  and  I  have  saceeeded  in  obtaiu? 
[  passports  for  thirteen  3roun^  Americi^ns,  who 
re  been  shamefully  deceived  into  an  expedition 
lich  conld  bring  on  them  nothing  but  disgrace 
1  destruction." 


R.  W.  Meade  to  the  Secretary  ofSuoe^  dated 

Philadelpbia,  December  17, 1822. 

Sir  :  Observing  in  the  National  Gazette  of  last 
>niog  a  communication  extracted  from  a  paper 
led  '*  The  Statesman,"  purporting  to  be  a  cor- 
t  statement  of  the  late  Porto  Rico  expedition, 
which  it  is  attempted  to  prove,  (on  mere  asser- 
d,  however,)  that  the  said  exp^ition  was  un- 
laken  and  fitted  out  with  the  knowledge  and 
operation  of  the  late  Don  Manuel  Torres, 
irg6  d' Affaires  of  the  Colombian  republic ;  and 
iceiring  such  a  report  to  be  a  libel  on  the 
iracter  of  my  late  and  much  lamented  friend, 
i  on  the  Grovernment  he  represented,  I  conceive 
I  duty  I  owe  both  to  them  and  to  myself,  as  the 
icQtor,  friend,  and  only  agent  of  that  Clovern- 
Qt  legally  authorized  to  receive  and  opjen  its 
Tespondence,  and  of  course  encharged  with  its 
lirs  ad  inlefin^  to  declare  the  same  totally  un- 
mded,  and,  in  fact,  a  fabrication  for  some  sin- 
^r  purpose.  How  far  the  authors  of  the  expe- 
ton  may  have  made  use  of  Mr.  Torres's  name 
seduce  the  deluded  men  who  joined  them^  is 
lat  I  am  ignorant  of;  but  can  easily  conceive 
It  men  who  could  undertake  such  a  scheme 
(uid  not  hesitate  at  the  use  of  any  deception  or 
ians  to  accomplish  their  ends. 
Kly  knowledge  of  Mr.  Torres's  character  is  of 
)g  standing ;  my  personal  acquaintance  with 
n  dates  since  my  return  to  this  city  in  August, 
^;  since  when  Mr.  Torres  had  no  secrets  con- 
tied  from  me.  For  many  months  previous  to 
i  death  1  saw  him  daily;  and,  when  absent, 
lich  happened  during  his  and  my  visit  for  a 
V  weeks  to  Washington,  we  were  in  constant 
rrespondence ;  and  at  his  decease.  Colonel  Du- 
e  and  myself  were  left  encharged  by  him  with 
his  public  business ;  and  since  the  departure 
Colonel  Duane  from  this  country^  I  have  re- 
lined  solely  encharged  with  the  affairs  and  cor- 
tpondence  of  that  Government ;  and  I  do  sol- 
tnly  declare  that  there  is  not  the  smallest  ground 
'  believing  that  Mr.  Torres  was  ever  acquainted 
>th  the  expedition,  much  less  that  he  had  ever 
i^en  it  his  countenance.  In  the  whole  of  his 
rrespondence  with  his  Government  and  its 
;eiit8,  actually  in  my  possession,  not  one  word 
hint  of  the  most  remote  kind  is  made  of  such 
scheme ;  and,  in  fact,  to  any  man  of  common 
use  acquainted  with  the  character,  prudence, 
d  delicacy  of  conduct  of  Mr.  Torres,  it  must 


be  apparent  that  he  never  could  have  counte- 
nanced such  a  perfectly  mad  scheme. 

For  many  months  prior  to  the  declaration  by 
this  Government  of  the  independence  of  the  Span- 
ish Americas,  a  set  of  adventurers  existed  in  this 
country,  holuing  their  rendezvous  in  this  city, 
Baltimore^  and  New  York,  watching  their  oppor- 
tunity to  undertake  any  adventure  which  could 
furnish  them  the  means  of  living  at  the  expense 
of  their  neighbors.  Many  of  them  were  foreign- 
ers of  desperate  fortune,  who,  in  their  imagina- 
tions, fancied  any  project  lawful  which  should 
put  them  in  possession  of  the  means  of  seizing  on 
a  portion  of  the  Spanish  colonies,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  establishing  independent  Oovernments, 
but,  in  fact,  with  no  other  view  but  that  of  en- 
riching themselves.  The  declaration  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  these  countries  by  this  Government 
at  once  destroyed  all  their  hopes  and  expectations, 
and  nothing  but  some  desperate  measure  was  now 
left  them.  Many  of  them  made  application  to 
Colonel  Cortes  for  employment  unuer  the  Mexi- 
can Government;  and  I  recollect  one  anecdote 
which  he  mentioned  to  me,  of  two  of  the  nrin- 
cipal  chiefs  of  the  band  in  this  city,  which  so 
strongly  marks  the  character  of  the  men  as  to  be 
worthy  of  being  mentioned.  Some  time  after  he 
had  in  the  most  positive  terms  informed  them  that 
they  would  not  be  employed  in  Mexico,  a  para- 
graph appeared  in  one  ot  our  papers  containing 
some  details  of  troubles  and  a  probability  of  in- 
testine commotion  in  Mexico;  they  waited  on 
him  again  to  tender  their  services,  stating  their 
havinff  heard  of  these  reports,  and  that  they  now 
thought  their  services  might  be  required.  The 
Colonel  answered  them  that  he  neither  knew  of 
nor  believed  any  such  reports;  that  it  might  pos- 
sibly be  that  there  did  exist  a  difference  of  opin- 
ion among  some  of  the  persons  in  Mexico  as  to 
the  form  of  Gk)vernment  to  be  adopted,  but  that 
that  was  a  question  to  be  settled  by  themselves ; 
at  all  events,  they  did  not  require  strangers  to  set- 
tle the  point  for  them.  Colonel  Cortes,  howeven. 
added :  But,  gentlemen,  since  you  have  heard  of 
these  parties,  pray  to  which  do  you  wish  to  attach 
yourselves,  or  offer  your  services  to?  The  an- 
swer was :  Oh  !  to  either  of  them ;  the  strongest, 
of  course,  if  we  could  ascertain  it ;  our  object  is 
to  set  employ.  I  never  spoke  directly  or  indi- 
recuy  with  any  one  of  the  persons  concerned  in 
this  expedition,  except  to  two  young  men  who,  I 
lately  learned,  nad  gone  with  it,  and  who  had  ap 
pliea  to  me  to  endeavor  to  get  them  employment 
m  the  Mexican  service.  Baptist  Irvine,  to  whom 
I  had  been  introduced  at  Washington,  came  to 
this  city  for  the  express  purpose,  as  he  informed 
me,  of  procuring  Spanish  authors  on  the  Ameri- 
cas, in  order  to  complete  a  work  which  he  had 
announced  as  being  about  to  publish  on  those 
countries.  He  waited  on  me  on  his  arrival ;  and, 
believing  his  object  a  praiseworthy  one,  I  permit- 
ted him  the  use  of  my  library,  from  whence  he 
took  a  number  of  valuable  books.  During  his 
stay  here,  I  saw  him,  I  believe,  thrice.  He  re- 
turned my  books  by  a  servant,  with  a  note ;  and 
the  first  and  only  information  I  had  of  the  des- 
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p«rate  step  he  had  adopted  I  recei?ed  from  his 
signature  to  the  proclamation  pahlished  in  oar 
papers.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  pecuniary 
distress  alone  drove  him  to  the  extremity  of  join- 
ing these  adventurers. 

About  the  period  of  Mr.  Torres's  death,  which 
happened  on  the  14th  June,  I  was  informed  by  a 
gentleman  of  this  city  that  a  sum  of  money,  said 
to  be  $18,000,  had  been  remitted  by  sundry  per- 
sons residing  in  Porto  Rico  to  assist  in  revolu- 
tionizing that  island ;  and  I  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  with  that  monev  vessels  were  chartered 
as  merchant  vessels  to  take  out  these  adventurers 
to  some  one  of  the  neighboring  islands,  from 
whence  other  'arraneements  were,  in  all  proba- 
bility, intended  to  be  made  for  fitting  out  the 
expedition.  I  have  also  heard  that,  long  prior  to 
the  vessels  sailing  from  the  United  States,  dis- 
agreements had  taken  place  among  the  persons 
engaged  in  the  scheme,  as  to  the  respective  offices 
or  employments  claimed  hy  each  m  the  island, 
already,  in  their  fertile  imaginations,  in  their  pos- 
session; and  that  one  or  two,  dissatisfied  with 
their  nominations,  had  actually  proceeded  to  Bos- 
ton, where  Mr.  Anduaga,  the  Spanish  Minister, 
then  was,  and  laid  before  him  a  circumstantial 
account  of  the  expedition,  and  every  thing  and 
person  connected  with  it.  I,  therefore,  did  not 
consider  it  my  duty,  either  as  executor  of  Mr. 
Torres,  or  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  to 
take  any  notice  of  the  affair ;  nor  should  I  at  this 
moment  trespass  on  your  more  important  voca- 
tions, did  I  not  think  it  necessary,  in  the  absence 
of  any  other  representative  oi  the  Colombian 
Republic  in  this  country,  to  disavow  any  counte- 
nance having  been  directly  or  indirectly  afforded 
to  it  by  Mr.  Torres.  What  promises  may  have 
been  held  out  or  made  by  any  of  the  commanders 
of  the  private  armed  vessels  of  Colombia  in  this 
port,  I  am  ignorant  of,  but  have  no  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  any  of  them  had  any  hand  in  this  busi- 
ness. I  feel  pretty  confident  that  the  only  officer 
of  the  Colomoian  Government  with  whom  I  had 
been  made  personally  acquainted,  on  account  of 
the  decease  of  Mr.  Torres — Commodore  Daniels — 
had  no  share  in  it,  as  his  objects  in  the  service  of 
that  country,  at  that  period,  were  of  a  much  more 
important  nature. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  dec. 

R.  W.  MEADE. 

J.  d.  Adams,  Sec^y  of  Stale, 


Treasury  Department,  Dec.  30, 1822. 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  12th  instant,  requesting  of  the 
President  such  information  as  ne  may  possess  con- 
cerning a  hostile  expedition  alleged  to  have  been 
fitted  out  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  against 
the  island  of  Porto  Rico,  has  the  honor  to  report: 
That  the  records  and  files  of  this  department,  at 
the  time  of  the  said  reference,  furnisned  no  evi- 


dence that  any  such  expedition  had  beat  fitted  cc 
in  the  said  ports.  Since  that  date,  tbe  eoUectsr. 
of  the  districts  of  Philadelphia  and  NevYsK 
have  been  required  to  furnish  any  informilioa  i: 
their  possession  relative  to  the  said  expeditiu:  i 
Copies  of  their  answers  to  the  requisition  are  bere 
with  communicated;  from  which  it  appetrstka' 
no  ground  of  suspicion  existed,  at  the  time  t» 
vessels  alleged  to  have  composed  a  part  of  i&: 
expedition  cleared  out,  that  any  violatioD  of  tb> 
laws  was  contemplated  by  the  owners  or  cts- 
manders  of  those  vessels. 

I  remain,  with  respect,  dx., 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD 

James  Monroe,  PtetidaU  U.  S. 


Collector's  Office, 
Poit  of  Philadelpkia,  Dec.  23, 1S22 

Sir  :  Immediately  after  the  receipt  of  yoo;  leod 
of  the  21st  instant,  the  records  of  this  office  isr* 
examined  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  what  U2 
brig  Mary  Ann,  Burns,  master,  and  the  scbo«e 
Selina,  Sisters,  master,  cleared  from  this  port  i 
appears  that  the  brig  Mary,  (not  Marj  A&l 
Aaron  Burns,  master,  cleared  hence  for  Aax  Caye 
on  the  5th  day  of  August  last,  with  a  cargo  ca- 
sisting  of  navy  bread,  pilot  bread,  flour,  beef.  poo. 
rum,  powder,  drums,  muskets,  pistols,  swordi  ci> 
tridee-boxes,  saddles,  and  lead  bullets. 

No  evidence  or  information  whaterer  wa&  a- 
ceived  at  this  oflSce,  either  before  the  departcrex 
the  brig,  or  subsequent  thereto,  (except  wbs:  i- 
communicated  in  your  letter,)  of  her  beiogQiila*' 
fully  equipped,  or  engaged  in  any  enterprise  pr:- 
hibited  by  the  laws  of  ue  United  States. 

It  does  not  appear  by  the  books  of  this  office  ut' 
the  schooner  Selina  cleared  from  this  port  fori 
foreign  port  during  the  present  year. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  Ac, 

JON.  STEELE 

Wm.  H.  Crawford, 

Secretary  of  the  Treamry, 


Custom-House,  New  York, 
CoOector'e  OjUx,  Dec  24, 1S£ 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the21s{> 
stant,  relative  to  the  schooner  Andrew  JackA 
Sanderson,  master,  which  vesei  cleared  toa^ 
office  on  tne  10th  day  of  August  last  for  St  Br 
tholomew's  and  St.  Thomas's.  A  copy  of  i^ 
outward  manifest  is  herewith  transmitted. ''' 
which  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  cargo  w^ 
of  a  suspicious  character.  Neither  has  therein 
thing  subsequently  occurred,  to  my  knowledge.  - 
create  suspicion  in  relation  to  this  vessel.  Sht^ 
any  information  hereafter  occur,  I  will  mrot^- 
ately  communicate  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc., 

JON.  THOMPSON,  Coflft*' 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Crawford, 

Secretary  of  tke  Treasury. 
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tpoTt  and  manifest  of  the  cargo  laden  at  the  port  of  New  York  on  board  the  American  si 
Jaekaen,  Sanderson,  master,  bound  for  St.  Bartholomew's  and  St.  Thomases. 


schooner  Andrew 


If  arks  and  nambers. 


,  h.,  107,  108,    109,   117, 
16,  126,  132,  133,  141. 
.  C.  88,  89,   176,  177,  178. 
13,  204,  206,  206,  207,  222, 

19. 


17,  59. 


Packages  and  contents. 


Vulne  at  the 
port  of  expor- 
tation. 


93  barrels  beef    .        -        -        - 

9  barrels  beef    -        .        -        - 

10  hogsheads  tobacco,  11,031  pounds 

225  barrels  floor  .... 

91  pigs  lead,  100  cwt.  3  qrs.  0  lbs. 

82  boxes  codfish         ... 

34  kegs  tobacco,  3,294  pounds    - 

30  barrels  pork   -        -        -        - 

36  barrels  navy  bread 

21  cases  arms,  630.     .        -        - 

17  cases  saddlery  .  .  - 
54  boxes  raisins  -  •  -  - 
15  half  barrels  flour  .  .  - 
60  kegs  powder .        .        -        - 

1  medicine  chest  ... 
10  cases  assorted  hardware 

6  cases  muskets,  20  in  each  case. 


$476  63 

31  50 

372  01 

1,360  00 
705  25 
266  50 
230  58 
273  75 
106  00 


1,292  50 

97  00 

49  25 

265  00 

40  00 

2,910  48 

550  00 


SAMUEL  SANDERSON. 


MEMORIAL  FROM  FLORIDA. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  February  3,  1823.] 

fmoffefrom  the  PresiderU  of  the  United  Stales^  trans- 
mitting a  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council  of 
Fhrida. 

0  the  Speaker  and  House  of  Representatives  : 

Having  lately  received  a  memorial  from  the 
legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida. 
Q  subjects  very  interesting  to  the  inhabitants  or 
iie  Territory,  and  also  to  the  United  States,  which 
equire  legislative  provision,  I  transmit  the  same 
D  Congress,  and  recommend  it  their  consideration. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
February  3,  1823. 


^0  His  Excellency  James  Monroe, 

PresidetU  of  the  United  States  : 

^  Your  memorialists,  constituting  the  Legislative 
Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  beg  leave  to 
obmit  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  a 
tatement  of  the  prominent  subjects  of  general  in- 
erest  to  the  innabitants  of  this  Territory,  for 
vbich  they  have  been  appointed  to  legislate,  and 
Q  the  destinies  of  which  they  feel  a  deep  public 
ind  individual  interest. 

The  Lesislative  Council  will  approach  the 
opics  to  which  they  would  most  respectfully  soli- 
cit your  attention,  with  that  frankness  and  sincer- 


ity which  citizens  have  the  pride  and  satisfaction 
to  assume,  in  addressing  the  Chief  Magistrate  of 
our  grand  confederacy,  and  through  him  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States.  After  a  long  and  pro- 
tracted negotiation,  the  United  States  acquired  the 
Floridas,  an  acquisition  which  it  was  then  sup- 
posed would  form  one  of  the  brightest  epochs  m 
the  history  of  the  distinguished  Administration  that 
negotiated,  and  the  Congress  that  sanctioned  the 
treaty  of  cession,  and  enabled  the  ceded  inhabi- 
tants, with  the  influx  of  population  and  wealth,  to 
fulfil  the  high  destiny  to  which  the  Qod  of  nature 
seemed  to  have  assigned  this  highly  favored  coun- 
try. Candor,  however,  obli^  us  to  sav,  that  the 
act  of  Congress  for  the  orsanization  of  the  govern- 
ment of  this  Territory,  although  calculated  to  rem- 
edy many  of  the  detects  of  die  provi  ncial  estab- 
lishment from  which  it  was  lately  emancipated, 
was  nevertheless  not  so  favorable  as  we  had  a 
riffht  to  expect^  when  we  contemplate  the  value 
01  the  acquisition ;  the  commercial  and  agricul- 
tural advantages  of  the  country ;  its  soils,  bays, 
rivers^  and  harbors;  its  important  resources  and 
energies,  when  developed  and  called  into  action ; 
and,  above  all,  its  exposed  situation,  possess- 
ing a  seacoast  of  twelve  hundred  miles,  consti- 
tuting the  natural  boundary  of  the  most  important 
part  of  the  Union,  and  liable  to  the  incursions  of 
any  foreign  invader,  or  lawless  domestic  enemy, 
whose  cupidity  and  enterprising  avarice  might 
lead  them  to  desolate  our  towns  and  plunder  our 
sparse  population.    Your  memorialists  do  not,  in 
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the  remotest  degree,  charge  the  neglect  to  want  of 
that  careful  and  provident  attention  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  native  and  adopted  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  which  has  always  characterized  the 
policjr  of  those  who  are  intrasted  with  the  guard- 
ianship of  our  rights,  but  to  a  want  of  the  requisite 
information  in  regard  to  the  necessities  and  wants 
of  our  Territory,  deprived  as  it  has  been  of  repre- 
sentation in  Congress. 

The  first  subject  to  which  we  would  particularly 
invite  3rour  attention,  and  that  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  is  one  of  as  much  national  con- 
cern as  solicitude,  in  reference  to  the  immediate 
prosperity  of  this  Territory.  It  will  be  recollected, 
that  the  late  Government  of  Spain  over  these 
provinces,  considered  East  and  West  Florida  as 
two  distinct  dependencies,  from  a  connexion  of 
which  they  could  discover  no  immediate  benefit  to 
Spain,  and  consequently,  the  settlements  were  con- 
fined to  the  vicinity  of  St.  Augustine  and  Pensa- 
cola — ^more  particularly  in  West  Florida,  where 
the  settlement  of  the  country  was  circumscribed, 
by  an  apprehension  of  Indian  hostility.  The  effect 
has  been  to  prevent  the  establishment  of  a  road 
from  the  capitals  of  the  above  provinces  to  each 
other,  or  to  the  interior ;  and  as  we  are  at  present 
situated,  the  nearest  practicable  road  from  one  to 
the  other  by  land,  is  seven  hundred  and  fifty  miles, 
through  Alabama  and  Georgia ;  and  the  water 
communication  round  the  cape  is  as  difl&cult  as  a 
trip  to  Liverpool  or  Bordeaux.  A  conclusion, 
however,  unfavorable  to  the  conjunction  of  the 
two  provinces  in  a  Territory  or  State,  cannot  be 
drawn  from  this  fact,  the  distance  not  being  more 
than  three  hundred  and  fifty  or  four  hundred  miles, 
through  a  healthy  fine  country,  a  large  portion  of 
which,  your  memorialists  are  induced  to  believe, 
for  fertility,  is  not  to  be  surpassed  by  any  land  in 
the  southern  country.  A  slight  view  of  the  geo- 
graphical situation  of  the  country,  its  local  and 
political  connexion  with  the  United  States,  will 
demonstrate  the  policy  and  necessity  of  preserving 
the  connexion  of  the  Floridas,and  also  dictate  the 

Propriety  of  laying  out  a  road  from  Pensacola  to 
>t.  Augustine,  from  which  our  Government,  in 
addition  to  the  lasting  improvement  of  her  terri- 
tory, for  the  labor  ana  expense,  will  derive  more 
than  an  equivalent  from  the  sale  oi  public  lands, 
which  will  be  much  enhanced  in  value,  by  such 
an  improvement.  Your  memorialists  would  direct 
some  intelligent  ofiScers  of  the  engineer  corps  to 
explore  the  country,  and  mark  out  a  road  from 
Peosacola  to  St.  Augustine,  and  adopt  such  mea- 
sures as  to  your  Excellency  may  seem  fit,  to  have 
the  same  opened,  in  conformity  with  their  report. 
And  aiso^  that  they  be  directed  to  select  some  suit- 
able place,  in  the  Mickasuky  country,  or  on  the 
Suwany  river,  or  the  adjacent  country,  for  the  per- 
manent seat  of  government  of  Florida,  and  make 
report  thereof  to  the  Governor  of  this  Territory, 
to  be  laid  before  the  next  Legislative  Council. 
Whilst  we  are  on  the  subject  of  establishment  of 
public  roads,  so  nearly  connected  with  the  growth, 
wealth,  and  prosperity  of  this  Territory,  we  would 
also  take  the  liberty  to  recommend  to  the  General 
Government,  the  necessity  and  practicability  of 


opening  the  road  from  St.  Augustbeinto  G«r|a 
known  by  the  appellation  of  the  Kiog^s  Rots 
which  was  openea  at  great  expense  bv  tnc  Bntid 
Government,  and  could  at  this  time  tx  re-opesr. 
with  very  little  labor,  and  will  afibrd  aeonusts. 
cation  to  facilitate  the  intercourse  between  ii« 
part  of  the  Territory  and  the  Southern  Stites.  T^ 
establishment  of  this  road  was  deemed  an  g^«c: 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  province  of  £i^' 
Florida,  by  the  British  Government.  Your  la^ 
morialists  are  induced  to  believe,  that  the  po^i:< 
and  necessity  of  such  measure  will  be  more  strcfiT 
felt  by  the  GovemmeDt  of  the  United  States. 

Your  memorialists  would  beg  leave,  particabr 
ly,  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Congress  of  ::• 
United  States  to  the  necessity  oferectinglighihofsr 
at  Pensacola  and  St.  Augustine ;  and  also  to  pr:- 
vide  some  law  upon  the  subject  of  wreckic;.  j 
the  penin.sula  of  Florida,  which  is  now  la  s- 
han(»  of  foreigners ;  and  subject  to  the  nhsdi^' 
control  of  the  colonies  of  Great  Briuin  and  Spa  : 
and  is  frequently  made  the  pretext  for  piracri:. 
smuggling. 

Another  subject  to  which  the  Legislatire  Coc& 
cil  will  call  the  attention  of  Congress,  is  the  i 
ganization  of  the  judiciary  in  this  Territory-  F> 
reference  to  the  act  of  Congress,  it  will  be  (cxx 
that  two  district  cpwrts  are  established,  oae  a 
East  and  the  other  in  West  Florida.  T&:!( 
courts  are  vested  with  jurisdiction  in  cirilis: 
criminal  cases,  without  an  appeal  from  their  k 
cisions  to  any  other  tribunal,  only  when  '^ 
entertain  jurisdiction  in  their  federal  cifacr 
It  follows,  therefore,  that  the  act  of  Congress  U 
vested  in  one  judge  power  over  the  lives,  \{y: 
ties,  and  property  of  the  citizens  of  this  Ternicr 
without  providing  for  an  appeal  or  writ  of  iir.' 
to  correct  a  judgment  renuered  by  misconeepvt': 
of  the  law,  partiality,  or  judicial  impetousr. 
Whatever  confidence  we  may  repose  in  tW' 
tues  of  our  judges  or  the  upright  integrity  ut'"^ 
American  bench,  your  memorialists  cooceivft;; 
it  is  a  novel  and  dangerous  power,  itkcoos^ 
with  the  policy  of  our  Government,  and  ccatn-^ 
to  the  usual  course  in  relation  to  all  the  ^ 
Territories ;  in  all  of  which,  if  they  are  do(  ^' 
taken,  three  judges  have  been  appointed.  ^ 
were  required  to  hold  couru  in  dtferent  pam«^ 
the  Territories,  and  once  or  twice  a  yearbo:^' 
court  of  errors  and  appeals,  in  all  cases  »n<^ 
under  the  Territorial  laws.  Thejud^aK's^ 
competent  to  form  such  a  connective  tribana) ;  '-^ 
supply  the  deficiencies  in  the  judiciary  systefl:,^ 
regulated  by  the  act  of  Congress,  the  Legish'-^ 
Council  considered  it  incumbent  upon  thea- 
establish  inferior  courts  as  a  temponry  expedie:- 
making  it  the  duty  of  the  judges  of  the  infm* 
courts  to  hold  pleas  in  the  several  counties,  wn^ 
an  appeal  from  their  decision  to  the  district  cos' 
of  the  United  States.  We  believe  this  eoam  t 
be  indispensable  to  the  convenience  of  larr  ?f 
tlements  remote  from  St  Aueustiae  and  Pes^i 
cola;  a  contrary  policy  woiud  have  saigw^- 
them  to  great  inconvenience,  and,  in  muj-^ 
stances,  would  have  been  tantamount  to  a  decJ 
of  j  ustice.    We  considered  it  neocsaary  to  prerenf 
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dtne  by  its  speedy  punishment,  to  restrain  the 
refractory,  to  protect  tne  weak  from  the  oppression 
of  the  strong ;  and  thas  to  insure  virtue  and  hu- 
maDity  among  our  citizens,  and  accomplish  the 
£reat  end  of  society — the  happiness  of  the  people. 
The  salaries  of  the  judges  oi  the  inferior  courts 
amouDt  to  two  thousand  four  hundred  dollars; 
and,  as  we  are  in  the  first  grade  of  Territorial 
Ifoveroment,  we  have  reason  to  expect  that  Con- 
gress will  make  an  appropriation  of  that  sum; 
ftod  also  provide  for  the  appointment  of  another 
judse,  to  reside  at  the  seat  ot  government,  which 
will  do  awaj  the  necessity  of  a  longer  continu- 
ance of  the  mferior  courts. 

There  is  another  topic,  of  considerable  interest 
aod  magnitude  to  this  Territory  and  the  United 
States,  upon  which  your  memorialists  would  re- 
spectfully express  their  opinions  on  the  present 
occasion.  In  consequence  of  the  great  extent  of 
aeacoast,  by  which  Florida  is  bounded,  and  the 
cooseqaent  exposure  to  which  she  is  subjected, 
the  speedy  settlement  of  the  country  will  readily 
present  itself  to  your  Excellency,  as  an  object  of 
the  most  important  consideration.  In  order  to 
gire  that  strength  and  security  to  Territories  thus 
pecQiiarly  situated,  emigration  should  be  invited 
to  them  by  every  advisaue  means  within  the  con- 
trol of  the  General  Grovemment.  To  accomplish 
this  desirable  purpose,  it  may  be  considered  of  the 
first  moment  that  the  claims  to  land,  of  every  de- 
scription, should  be  promptly  ascertained  and  ad- 
justed. Upon  this  subject,  your  memorialists 
would,  with  all  the  respect  and  confidence  due  to 
the  constituted  authorities  of  the  Union,  recom- 
mend that  the  powers  of  the  commissioners  should 
be  enlarged,  relative  to  claims  upon  which  they 
are  authorized  to  pronounce  a  final  decision.  Your 
memorialists  would  also  suggest  the  propriety  of 
referring  the  larger  grants  to  the  investigation  and 
determination  of  the  j  ud  icial  tribunals.  Were  the 
existence  of  this  power  thus  vested  in  our  courts, 
tod  transferred  from  the  national  councils,  it  is 
confidently  believed  that  much  expense  would  be 
troided,  as  well  as  more  ample  ana  speedy  justice 
idministered  to  all  the  parties  concerned.  The 
i&embers  of  the  judiciary  residing  in  the  Territory, 
uid  having  obtained  an  acquaintance  with  the 
AWs  and  ordinances  of  the  government  from 
vbich  the  claims  emanated,  they  must  necessarily 
)e  much  better  qualified  to  pronounce  an  opinion 
han  an)r  tribiuMU  difiierently  constituted.  From 
he  decision  of  the  courts  here,  an  appeal  might 
|e  given  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  thus  the  va- 
idity  of  titles  decided  by  the  Constitutional  arbi- 
er— the  judiciary — which  would  eminently  con- 
ribute  to  secure  the  rights  of  the  United  States 
Dd  the  claimants. 

Until  these  difficulties  are  obviated,  it  cannot 
«  expected  that  emigration  should  be  successfully 
irected  to  the  Territory  of  Florida.  Large  tracts 
f  land  are  in  some  places  covered  by  private 
laims.  Before  the  proprietors  can  make  any 
ermanent  disposition  of  them  to  settlers,  bv  which 
dease  and  efficient  population  can  be  obtained, 
is  indispensably  necessary  that  the3r  should  be 
ee  from  all  encumbrance  and  litigation.    This 


end  can  be  most  speedily,  cheaply,  and  certainly 
accomplished,  by  the  judicial  tribunals  of  our 
country.  Next  to  bringing  the  public  lands  into 
market  at  an  early  period,  your  memorialists  con- 
sider the  prompt  and  final  decisions  of  land  claims, 
as  an  object  of  the  highest  consideration ;  upon 
it,  not  only  depends  the  growth  and  prosperity  of 
this  Territory,  but  the  effectuation  ot  those  valu- 
able purposes  for  which  the  United  States  ob- 
tained their  cession  by  the  late  treaty  with  Spain. 
In  conclusion,  your  memorialists  would  beg 
leave  to  represent  to  your  Excellency  the  supe- 
rior advantages  of  the  harbor  of  Pensaoola  over 
any  other  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  south  of  New 
Orleans,  and  suggest  the  policy  of  selecting  it  as 
a  naval  depot,  by  the  Grovernment  of  the  United 
States.  Although  engineers  have  been  appointed 
to  make  a  survey  of  the  harbor,  who  are  amply 
competent  to  form  a  correct  estimate  of  its  import- 
ance; yet  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  suggestions  of 
your  memorialists  mav  not  be  considered  obtru- 
sive, but  received  witn  complacency  as  the  off- 
spring of  a  lively  interest  in  the  welfare  of  this 
Territory,  and  of  the  United  States.  From  a  sur- 
vey that  has  been  made  of  the  harbor  of  Pensa- 
cola,  under  the  orders  of  the  General  Government, 
it  is  understood,  by  your  memorialists,  that,  at 
the  lowest  water,  vessels  drawing  not  more  than 
twenty-one  and  a  half  feet  water  may  cross  the 
bar,  and  enter  the  harbor  with  perfect  safety.  The 
medium  depth  of  water  between  the  highest  and 
lowest  tide,  may  be  confidently  estimated  at  two 
additional  feet,  making  in  the  aggregate  twenty- 
three  and  a  half  feet.  It  is  believed  that,  from 
the  best  advice  which  has  been  obtained  upon  the 
subject,  that  this  depth  of  water  on  the  bar  is  suf- 
ficient for  the  entry  of  vessels  of  any  description, 
save  those  of  the  largest  class ;  the  locality  of  the 
bay  is  likewise  such  as  to  secure  every  facility  to 
the  entrance  and  departure  of  vessels.  The  oppo- 
site extremes  of  its  oblong  form  extend  in  a  north- 
easterlyAnd  southwesterly  direction,  which  happily 
cdrresponds  with  the  general  range  of  windsl  so 
as  to  subject  vessels  to  very  little  delay  in  their 
arrival  or  departure.  After  vessels  have  entered 
the  bay,  Uiey  have  every  assurance  of  the  most  per- 
fect security,  even  in  the  most  violent  gales ;  it  is 
completely  land-locked  by  the  main  land  and  the 
island  of  St.  Rosa ;  it  is  uncommonly  capacious, 
and  its  bottom,  affording  a  stiff  tenacious  clay, 
constituting  a  safe  and  excel  lent  anchorage.  From 
St.  Carlos  de  Baraneas  to  the  opposite  point  on 
St.  Rosa's  island,  is  computed  to  be  about  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile;  with  suitable  fortifications  at 
those  two  opposite  positions,  it  is  confidently  be- 
lieved, Jby  military  gentlemen  of  science  who  nave 
visited  tkem  ana  expressed  an  opinion,  that  no 
vessel  could  pass  into  the  bay  without  receiving  a 
fatal  injury ;  the  guns  of  both  fortifications  could 
be  brought  to  bear  upon  it,  with  so  much  certainty 
and  effect  as  to  insure  its  destruction.  Every  ex- 
amination which  has  been  made  of  these  com- 
manding stations,  has  resulted  in  the  decided  opin- 
ion, that  it  can  be  much  more  easily  defended  than 
any  other  on  the  Gulf,  if  not  on  the  whole  of  the 
Atlantic  coast. 
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A  fkitbful  topography  of  Pensacoia,  and  the 
adjacent  country,  will  demonstrate  that  it  may  be 
Tery  efficiently  protected  from  the  inroads  of  the 
enemy  by  land.  In  the  rear  of  the  town,  at  the 
distance  of  about  half  a  mile,  the  highlands  are 
presented,  upon  which  military  works  may  be  con- 
structed to  advantage,  so  as  completely  to  com- 
mand the  whole  space  intervening  between  them 
and  the  bay ;  a  single  fortification,  strongly  and 
judiciously  built,  would  successfully  bear  upon  the 
entrance  into  the  town,  in  every  direction.  There 
is,  probably,  no  other  station  on  the  southern  coast, 
which  could  be  defended  by  land  with  so  small  a 
number  of  troops,  or  at  less  expense. 

Independently  of 'the  facility  with  which  Pen- 
sacola  may  be  defended,  if  reliance  is  exclusively 
reposed  on  regular  troops,  there  are  other  promi- 
nent considerations,  which  powerfully  recommend 
it  to  the  attention  of  the  Qeneral  Qovernment. 
This  results  from  its  immediate  connexion  with 
New  Orleans,  and  its  contiguity  with  most  of  the 
States  on  the  Mississippi  river.  In  cases  of  emer- 
gency and  invasion,  should  it  become  necessary  to 
call  uie  aid  of  the  militia  for  the  protection  of  this 
place,  they  can  be  readily  obtained  from  Louisi- 
ana, Mississippi,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Ala- 
bama ;  owing  to  an  advantage  from  a  water  com- 
munication, they  may  be  conveyed  to  Pensacola 
in  a  short  time,  and,  comparatively,  with  small 
expense  to  the  Qeneral  Government.  Your  me- 
morialists are  induced  to  believe,  that  half  of  the 
expenditures  of  the  late  war  were  included  in  the 
item  of  transportation ;  much  would  be  saved,  on 
this  score,  were  Pensacola  selected  as  a  naval  sta- 
tion, not  only  in  the  transportation  of  soldiery, 
but  also  in  provisions,  and  the  munitions  of  war. 
This  desirable  object  would  be  more  completely 
accomplished,  should  ever  a  communication  be 
opened  between  the  bay  of  Pensacola  and  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  Mobile  rivers.  Another  prominent 
advantage  in  favor  of  Pensacola,  which  gives  it 
elevated  claims  on  the  patronage  of  the  Govern- 
ment, is,  that  it  is  distinffuished  for  the  salubrity 
of  its  atmosphere  and  mildnecs  of  climate;  it  is  a 
situation  where  her  troops  may  always  calculate 
on  enjoving  good  health,  and  where  it  is  repre- 
sented tnat  breadstuff's  and  other  provisions,  con- 
tinue almost  as  long  in  a  perfect  state  of  preserva- 
tion as  in  most  of  the  Northern  ports  of  the  United 
States. 

In  addition  to  this,  your  memorialists  will  take 
the  present  occasion  to  remark,  that  a  military 
force  stationed  *at  Pensacola  would,  in  time  of 
war,  give  efficient  aid  in  the  defence  of  New  Or- 
leans, as  well  as  additional  security  to  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  and  Alabama,  by  presenting  a  formi- 
dable barrier,  by  which  inroads  through  West 
Florida  would  be  checked  and  prevented.  This 
assistance  could  not,  with  any  certainty,  be  ob- 
tained from  Tampa  Bay ;  and  no  other  position, 
it  is  believed,  can  be  selected,  south  of  Pensacola, 
which  promises  the  other  important  advanta^s 
we  have  described ;  in  consequence  of  its  remain- 
ing at  a  ^reat  distance  from  a  dense  population, 
and  the  difficulties  of  transportation,  it  cannot  be 
so  conveniently  connected   with  the  adjoining 


States,  and  must  rely  for  defence  almost  nd-rt- 
upon  regular  troops,  a  much  larger  Domber : 
which  will  be  necessarily  required. 

The  occupation  of  Pensacola,  with  the  &fte> 
sary  fortifications,  is  calculated  to  afford  a  qmr 
complete  command  over  the  commerce  of  tbeGei 
of  Mexico,  than  any  other  position  wfaicli  c^ 
be  selected  on  the  Southern  coast ;  with  thif  fta- 
liar  advantage,  the  United  Slates  would  nciidr 
the  shipping  of  an  enemy,  probably,  from  tbe  sbIt 
port  in  Florida  in  wbicn  tbey  could  anchor  v£ 
safety,  owing  to  the  violence  of  the  West  lada 
gales.  Your  memorialists  are  of  the  opiDio&.  tL, 
there  is  no  other  harbor,  save  that  of  llarasi.:: 
which  they  could  ride  with  security  during  a  s?>:!X 
But  the  benefits  arising  from  the  sdectioD  of  P& 
sacola  as  a  naval  station,  are  not  entirdy  ji- 
negative  character ;  we  should  not  only  beeujA 
to  exclude  the  hostile  armaments  of  foreift  ir 
tions,  but  our  own  vessels  could  be  protect^  *^ 
capture  and  disaster.  The  harbor  of  Feostsjn 
will  always  be  a  place  of  secure  retreat— t  suta 
from  which  expeditions  may  be  fitted  out  wiihj* 
interruption,  and  from  whicn  the  West  India  cci 
merce  of  an  enemy  misht  receive  the  most  fac» 
fill  annoyance.  Were  New  Orleans  assaOed  P» 
sacola  would  be  competent  to  afford  co-op«n:a 
for  its  defence,  both  by  land  and  water,  via. 
could  not  fail  to  excite  in  the  enemy  the  m(^.^ 
ful  apprehensions ;  by  our  vigorous  and  ^dh\ 
rected  efforts  her  commerce  would  be  cotof-ac' 
detachments  captured,  and,  in  the  end,  ha  sr* 
render  and  retreat  accomplished.  The  secwiif^ 
this  place,  then,  is  believed  by  your  memonilA 
to  be  inseparably  connected  with  the  prospei^ 
and  defence  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  contipsK 
States.  We,  therefore^  pray  the  attention  oinc 
Excellency  to  the  subjects  upon  which  ve  ^ 
taken  the  liberty  to  remark;  and  be  assordz-st 
those  who  give  a  different  account  of  oar  Terrr 
tory,  are  ignorant  of  its  resources,  or  wust!' 
misrepresent  it. 

Reiolv  3d,  by  the  Ltgidativt  CotmcU  of  Hu  Tertf^ 
0/  Fhrida,  That  the  Governor  of  this  T<fRt^J 
be  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  for^^i 
memorial  to  the  President  of  the  United  S&i0^| 
and  that  another  copy  be  delivered  to  theDw- 
gate  who  may  be  elected  to  represent  this  Tst^ 
tory  in  Congress,  to  be  laid  before  the  Coosns*' 
the  United  States  at  their  next  session. 

EDMUND  LAW. 
PreHderUoftheLeffiaiatweCv^ 

Teste:  Robert  Mitchell, 

Clerk  of  ihe  Leffidatim  CotmcU, 


THE  REVENUE  LAWS. 

[Communicated  to  the  Hoate,  Deeember  23. '^^■ 
^o  M<  ibaora62e  (A«  Smote  and  <i^  Aoaortil^^^^ 

of  RqfruenUUica. 

The  memorial  of  the  merchants  and  otb^^ 
terested  in  the  commerce  of  Boston,  in  tbe  c(^| 
of  Suffolk,  and  State  of  Massachosetts,  wftc^^ 
theweth : 
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That  yoar  memorialists  are  all  either  practically 
mgaged  io  the  foreign  and  coasting  trade  of  this 
;ountry,  or  otherwise  highly  interested  in  its  com- 
nercial  resources  and  revenues;  that  they  bare 
ill  either  personally  felt  or  witnessed  the  great 
*rils  and  inconveniences  resulting,  both  to  Gov- 
^rnment  and  to  individuals,  from  the  oppressive 
>peration  of  certain  parts  of  the  present  system  of 
:oe  collection  of  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United 
Stales.  Your  memorialists  are  well  convinced 
bat  these  injurious  effects  are  such  as  could  not 
lave  been  contemplated  or  foreseen  by  the  wise 
egislators,  who  have  given  them  a  code  so  admi- 
ably  adapted^  in  a  general  view,  to  secure  the 
ights  of  individuals,  and  the  prosperity  of  the 
lation.  They,  therefore,  feel  it  incumbent  upon 
bem,  as  citizens,  able  to  estimate,  and  worthy  to 
;ojoy,  the  manifold  blessings  of  a  free  Gk)vern- 
nent,  wisely  administered,  to  lay  before  their  rep- 
eseotatives,  in  Congress  assemoled.  a  brief  out- 
ine  of  these  partial  evils,  for  whicn  their  accns- 
omed  wisdom  and  discretion  will,  doubtless,  find 
i  speedy  and  appropriate  remedy. 

That  they  may  not  fatigue  your  honorable  body 
riih  a  minute  enumeration  or  the  inconveniences 
)r  defects  which  have  been  perceived  in  the  present 
late  of  the  laws  relating  to  trade,  which  would 
(biige  them  to  go  somewhat  at  length  into  the  de- 
tils  of  the  custom-house,  your  memorialists  beg 
nve  to  present  a  classification  of  the  supposed 
ubjects  of  reform,  and  to  give,  under  each  head, 
I  concise  illustration  of  the  causes  of  complaint. 

The  topics  to  which  they  would  call  the  atten- 
ioQ  of  this  honorable  body  are : 

1.  The  unnecessary  multiplication  of  oaths  in 
he  proceedings  of  the  custom-house. 

2.  The  requiring  of  bonds  in  cases  where  no 
idditional  security  is  thereby  afforded  to  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

3.  The  exacting  a  compliance  with  certain 
lortnalities  in  impossible  cases,  and  punishing  the 
K>o-compliance  as  a  projected  fraud  upon  the 
revenaes. 

4.  The  delays,  losses,  and  vexations,  occasioned 
)f  the  unnecessary  detention  of  goods  in  the  pub- 
ic warehouses  of  the  United  States. 

5.  The  oppressive  operation  of  the  existing  ap- 
^aisement  system. 

Upon  the  first  of  these  topics,  your  memorialists 
voQld  only  remark,  that  the  solemnity  of  an  oath 
is  greatly  diminished,  and  the  danger  of  perjurj 
iroportionaily  enhanced  by  the  frequency  of  repe- 
tition upon  trivial  occasions.  Every  oath  unne- 
Bcssarily  administered  is  so  much  detracted  from 
the  security  which  the  United  States  derive  from 
that  sanction,  and  contributes  so  much  to  the  de- 
flruction  of  that  good  faith,  which  is  the  strone 
bood  of  civil  society.  For  these  reasons  an  oath 
ought  never  to  be  exacted,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
memorialists,  where  it  is  not  relied  upon  as  the 
best  evidence  of  the  fact,  which  it  is  intended  to 
establish.  Among  other  instances  in  which  this 
is  not  the  case,  your  memorialists  would  mention, 
IS  a  striking  illustration,  the  provisions  of  the 
ttventh  section  of  the  act  of  April  20, 1818,  sup- 
plementary to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate 
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the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,'' 
passed  March  2,  1799,  by  which,  it  is  enacted, 
that  where  imported  goods,  subject  to  ad  valorem 
duties,  are  unshipped,  and  transported  coastwise 
in  the  original  packages,  a  copy  of  the  invoice, 
verified  by  the  oath  of  the  importer,  and  certified 
by  the  collector,  shall  be  produced  at  the  final 
port  of  arrival,  and  then,  that  the  same  inspection 
shall  take  place  as  of  a  first  importation.  In  this 
case,  the  original  invoice  must  already  have  been 
authenticated  by  the  oath  of  the  party,  by  the 
provisions  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  same  act,  and 
other  acts  yet  continuing  in  force.  The  oath, 
therefore,  required  at  the  custom-house  on  such 
reshipment  for  coastwise  transportation,  is  merely 
to  support  the  fact,  that  the  invoice  there  pro- 
duced IS  a  true  copy  of  the  original  invoice,  which 
fact  is  also  to  be  certified  by  the  collector,  who, 
for  that  purpose,  always  requires  the  original  in- 
voice to  be  produced,  that  he  may  personally  com- 
pare it  with  the  copy.  It  is  manifest,  therefore, 
that  the  required  oath  is  merely  nugatory — the 
certificate  of  the  collector  being  ample  evidence 
of  the  fact.  Besides  all  which,  the  goods  having 
already  undergone  one  inspection,  are  to  under^, 
at  the  port  of  arrival,  another  inspection,  which 
is  to  be  conducted  as  if  there  had  been  neither 
oath  nor  certificate  in  the  case,  or  in  other  words, 
as  if  the  goods  were  then,  for  the  first  time,  im- 
ported into  the  United  States.  Upon  this  section 
It  may  farther  be  remarked,  that  the  utmost  facility 
is  afforded  to  evasions  by  slight  alterations  in  the 
form  of  package,  since  its  provisions  are  applica- 
ble only  to  the  case  of  reshipment  of  goods  packed 
as  implorted,  and  it  is  only  necessary  to  take  a 
single  piece  of  goods  from  a  box  to  evade  the  re- 
quisition. 

Under  the  second  head,  it  would  little  become 
your  memorialists  to  urge  the  hardship  and  op- 
pression of  exacting  bonds  where  no  additional 
security  is  afforded  thereby  to  the  United  States ; 
and  they  will  only  mention,  as  an  exemplification 
of  the  fact,  the  bonds  required  on  re-exportation 
of  goods,  by  the  32d  section  of  the  above  men- 
tioned act  of  March  2,  1799,  and  the  2d  section 
of  an  act  supplementary  thereto,  passed  February 
22, 1805,  conditioned  to  produce,  within  a  limited 
term,  certain  certificates,  that  such  goods  were 
landed  without  the  limits  of  the  United  States ; 
or  that  they  should  not  be  landed  within  such 
limits,  unless  on  due  entry  and  payment,  or  secu- 
rity of  the  duties  accruing  thereon.  Now,  the 
other  numerous  provisions  of  the  tkw  are,  as  your 
memorialists  conceive,  perfectly  sufllcient  to  se- 
cure the  United  States  against  the  landing  of  said 
goods,  without  due  entry,  within  her  juri^iction ; 
and  they  cannot  be  so  entered  unless  the  duties 
are  first  paid  or  secured.  There  can  be  no  neces- 
sity, therefore,  for  any  certificate,  that  such  goods 
were  landed  without  the  United  States,  and,  con- 
sequently, none  for  the  bond  requiring  such  cer- 
tificate, or  the  payment  of  duties,  which  cannot 
but  be  paid  whether  such  bend  be  given  or  not. 

With  regard  to  the  exacting  a  compliance  with 
formaiitiesj  in  impossible  cases,  and  punishing  the 
non-compiiance  as  a  fraud,  your  memorialists  will* 
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not  affront  this  honorable  body  by  arguing  that 
such  an  operation  of  their  laws  could  not  have 
been  intended  by  the  wise  framers  thereof;  but 
proceed  to  an  exposition  of  facts,  on  which  this 
part  of  the  complaint  is  founded.    The  eighth 
section  of  the  act  of  April  20, 1818,  above  men- 
tioned, provides,  that  the  invoice  of  goods  im- 
ported by  persons  residing,  and,  at  the  time  of 
such  importation,  being  out  of  the  United  States, 
shall  not  only  be  verified  in  the  manner  required 
by  the  fifth  section  of  said  act,  before  the  United 
States  consul  in  the  port  or  country  of  shipment, 
but  shall  likewise  be  authenticatea  by  the  certifi- 
cate of  said  consul,  or  other  magistrate  there,  duly 
qualified  to  administer  oaths,  that  the  owner  or  own- 
ers did,  before  him,  make  oath  that  he  or  they  are  not 
concerned  in  the  manufacture  of  the  ^oods  so  ship- 
ped J  and  the  thirteenth  section  provides,  that  the 
want  of  such  verification  shall  suoject  the  owner  to 
the  penalties  provided  by  the  eleventh  section  in 
the  case  of  fraudulent  invoices.    This  oath,  it  will 
be  perceived,  is  required  to  be  made  by  the  owner 
himself,  and  at  the  port  or  country  ot  shipment ; 
consequently,  in  all  cases  where  the  owner  does 
not  reside  in  the  port  or  country  whence  a  ship- 
ment, by  his  order,  is  made,  a  compliance  with 
the  law  is  either  physically  impossible,  or  so  diffi- 
cult and  expensive  as  to  render  it  practically  un- 
attainable ;  and  yet,  by  non-compliance,  he  brings 
himself  within  the  penalties  of  the  act.    Now,  it 
not  unfrequently  happens,  that  persons  associated 
together  in  trade,  with  the  view  of  securing  to 
theniselves  earlier  and  better  information,  and  con- 
ducting their  busine)»s  in  a  manner  more  profitable 
to  themselves,  and  of  course  more  advantageous 
to  their  country,  than  they  otherwise  could  do, 
agree  that  one  ot  their  number  shall  reside  in  Eu- 
rope, vibrating  from  Italy  to  Ireland,  for  instance ; 
and  ordering  shipments  to  the  United  States  on 
account  of  his  house  in  Boston,  from  Leghorn, 
when  he  himself  is  in  Dublin ;  and  from  Bordeaux, 
when  he  is  in  London ;  as  the  exigencies  of  the 
times,  and  opportunity  of  markets,  may  require. 
It  is  impossible  for  this  foreign  resident  to  authen- 
ticate the  invoices  of  such  shipments,  in  the  man- 
ner required,  without  passing  over  such  distances 
of  land  and  sea,  as,  from  the  necessary  delay  and 
expense  of  these  movements,  would  completely 
frustrate  the  design  of  his  importation ;  and  yet, 
if  any  one  of  several  joint  owners  be  resident 
abroad,  the  custom-house  officers  insist  that  the 
penalty  of  the  act  has  accrued.    Cases  yet  stronger 
have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  your  memorialists, 
where  orders,  for  example,  were  given  by  Ameri- 
can citizens  residing  in  China,  to  their  correspond- 
ents in  different  parts  of  Europe,  to  purchase  and 
ship  to  them  merchandise  to  a  large  amount,  on 
account  of  themselves  and  their  partners  residing 
within  the  United  States ;  but.  tor  want  of  a  di- 
rect opportunity,  the  merchandise  is  brought  to 
the  United  States  in  transitu  merely,  and  to  be 
thence  re-exported  to  China.    The  consignees, 
who  are  also  part  owners,  finding  a  favorable  home 
market  for  the  merchandise,  wish  to  dispose  of  the 
whole,  or  a  part,  in  their  own  country,  (by  which 
they  would  enrich  the  revenue,  and  augment  the 


commercial  resources  of  the  nation,  as  well  t 
consult  their  own  private  benefit)  instead  of  b- 
warding  them  according  to  their  original  desiisa- 
tion ;  but  they  are  denied  permission  to  enter  s&:i 
goods  for  sale,  unless  the  forfeiture  of  the  def eiu 
and  thirteenth  sections  of  the  act  is  secored  lo  ht 
paid.    This  they  consider  tantamount  to  a  pro^ 
nition ;  and  thus,  in  the  particular  case  vk: 
your  memorialists  have  in  their  mind,  upwarci . 
eighteen  thousand  dollars  of  duties  have  betn  Yj. 
to  the  Government,  (besides  the  loss  and  inccarr 
nience  to  the  owner  and  the  country  at  larsu 
because  a  merchant  in  Canton  did  cot,  at  the  \& 
he  was  in  Canton,  make  oath  iif  Londoc  &. 
Amsterdam,  that  he  is  not  a  manuiactarer.  Mii^ 
other  instances  mi^ht  be  enumerated  of  the  st 
just  operation  of  this  law,  where  goods  havebef 
imported  in  American  vesseb,  and  are  i&  pi' 
owned  by  American  citizens  residing  withis  % 
United  States,  because  other  owners,  residing ^^r 
ther  within  the  United  States,  nor  in  the  cocar. 
whence  the  shipment  is  made,  have  not  madetr 
testations  in  places  where  thev  have  never  h^ 
notwithstanding  the  partners  here  are  able  to  u 
nish  the  fullest  evidence  of  the  fact,  that  bo  -^ 
of  the  owners  abroad  is  a  manufacturer.  Y^£ 
memorialists  will  only  add,  that  the  provisiDS'  i 
this  section  are  an  absolute  prohibition  of  the  ^ 
troductidn  of  all  foreign  capital  into  the  co&ht 
(greatly  as  it  tends  to  the  increase  of  the  revn^ 
and  manifest  advantage  of  the  nation)  in  ail  Q^ 
except  only  where  the  foreign  merchant  l>  m 
himself  the  shipper.    Another  illustration  c&;e 
this  head  is  afforded  by  the  fifth  section  <^  ^ 
same  act,  providing  that  the  owner,  in  addnb; 
the  other  verifications  required  by  law,  shall  mP 
oath  that  the  invoice  by  him  produced  aki- 
the  true  value  of  the  goods  at  the  place  w^ 
imported. 

But  it  often  happens  that  goods  bonglt:  i;  i 
favorable  moment,  Dy  a  judicious  agent,  dsaf-^ 
ally  cost  less  than  the  current  market  falo?  ^ 
the  time  of  shipment.  In  this  case,  the  imfi^'^ 
must,  by  the  operation  of  the  first  section,  pro^^'^ 
the  original  invoice,  exhibition  the  actoi!  (^ 
and  roust,  by  the  operation  of  the  fifth  ^^^ 
swear  that  this  invoice  exhibits  the  troe  nis^ 
But  when,  perceiving  the  fact  to  be  otherwise.^ 
declines  taking  such  oath,  he  brings  himself  v^^ 
in  the  mischiei  of  fraudulent  invoices,  accori^ 
to  the  eleventh  section,  if  the  appraisers  shall i^ 
the  said  goods  to  have  been  invoiced  more  t^ 
twenty-nve  percent,  below  their  true  value.  Hti^ 
thus  not  only  subjected  to  the  payment  of  tv^ 
sive  duty,  but  stands  without  all  power  of  defe^ 
under  the  imputation  of  attempting  a  fraud  .1^1 
the  revenues ;  and  he  so  stands  because  be  &.< 
not,  conscientiously,  take  an  oath  which  k^*^ 
to  be  false.  This  is  a  case,  therefore,  soaiei^ 
stronger  than  those  before  noticed  under  tbei" 
head;  since  the  oath  required  inthisca^i'* 
merely  unnecessary,  but  plainly  rqf^Ufnaoti^ 
the  direct  operation  of  the  law  is  to  hold  cots'' 
ward  to  perjury  in  cases  where  detection  w^ 
frequently  be  difficult,  and  sometimes  im^a^ 
And  in  this  connexion  it  should  bereniarfcd»<^ 
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le  Terv  same  difficulty  occurs  in  cases  where  the 
ue  value,  at  the  time  of  shipment,  was  less  than 
le  actual  cost.  The  necessary  effect  of  the  pro- 
isioQ  is,  that  a  judicious  merchant,  who.  at  a 
eat  expense  of  time  and  money,  has  established 
i  agency  abroad,  which  enables  him^  at  certain 
asoDs,  and  under  circumstances  which  his  ex- 
Tience  has  taught  him  to  foresee  and  provide 
r,  to  purchase  at  favorable  prices,  loses  all  the 
IvaDtages  which  he  has  thus  lawfully  acqutr- 
I,  and  is  placed  in  a  far  worse  situation  than  if 
\  had  not  taken  these  very  measures,  on  the  suc- 
ssful  conduct  of  which  his  prosperity  mainly 
ipends. 

The  delays  and  vexations  occasioned  by  the 
orisioos  concerning  the  detention  of  goods  in 
e  public  warehouses,  is  strongly  illustrated  by 
e  case  contemplated  in  the  first  section  of  the 
iry  same  act,  where  the  original  invoice  is,  by 
ly  accident,  missinff.  The  act  then  authorizes 
tention  of  the  goods  imported,  at  the  expense 
id  risk  of  the  owner,  until  such  invoice  be  pro- 
iced;  while  the  second  section  provides  that  the 
wretary  of  the  Treasury  may,  at  his  discretion, 
ttborize  the  collector  to  enter  such  goods,  after 
ipraisement  thereof,  on  bond  being  given  for 
ch  invoice  within  a  certain  time,  and  the  pay- 
ent  of  all  duties  which  shall  be  found  due  there- 
I.  Your  memorialists  are  most  happy  to  state, 
at  the  evils  naturally  attending  this  and  similar 
ovisions,  have  beenjB^eatly  alleviated  by  the 
anner  in  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
IS  exercised  the  discretion  thus  reposed  in  him 

the  law.  But  still  much  delay,  and  consequent 
»,  is  unavoidable,  from  the  very  necessity  of 
inging  the  case  before  the  Secretary  at  Wash- 
gton,  and  waiting  for  the  return  oi  his  decision 
ereoQ,  protracted,  as  it  must  sometimes  be,  from 
e  pressure  of  public  business.  It  not  unfrequently 
tppens  that  the  articles  themselves  are  of  a  per- 
lable  nature,  and  require  an  immediate  sale; 
t,  before  one  can  possibly  be  effected,  under  this 
«^,  ihey  must  either  wholly  be  lost,  or  become 
eatl jr  deteriorated  in  value.  And,  after  ali,  when 
ive  of  entry  has  been  at  length  obtained,  a  bond 
required,  which,  if  required  in  the  first  instance, 
oald  have  afforded  perfect  security  to  the  United 
ates,  and  avoided  ail  delav  and  difficulty  in  the 
se.  Besides,  by  way  of  hypothesis  at  least,  it 
ay  be  considered  how  it  would  be  if  the  Secre- 
ry  of  the  Treasury  should,  from  any  motive, 
fuse  permission  to  enter  such  goods,  notwith- 
iDdJDg  the  failure  to  produce  the  i^ivoice  were, 
arly,  not  the  effect  of  fraudulent  design,  (which, 
ider  the  present  Administration,  indeed,  never 
s,  and  we  are  confident  never  will  occur.)  It 
manifest  that  the  fair  merchant  would,  thereby, 

exposed  to  such  enormous  losses  and  embarrass- 
ents  in  his  operations,  as  might  terminate  in  ir- 
irievable  ruin. 

The  oppressive  operation  of  the  appraisement 
stem  will  easily  be  perceived,  by  adverting  to 
e  several  provisions  above-mentioned,  taken  in 
nnexion  with  the  11th,  12th,  13th,  14th,  15th, 
id  16th  sections  of  the  said  act.  These  sections 
ovide,  substantially,  that,  whenever  the  collector 


shall  suspect  goods,  subject  to  ad  vaorlem  duty, 
to  be  invoiced  below  the  true  value,  he  shall  order 
an  appraisement,  and  if  the  appraised  value  ex- 
ceed by  25  per  cent,  the  invoice  price,  then  the 
duties  are  to  be  laid  on  the  aggregate  sum,  found 
by  adding  50  per  cent,  besides  the  ordinary  10  or 
20  per  cent,  to  the  appraised  value ;  but  if  the  ap- 
praised value  shall  exceed  the  invoice  price  by  less 
than  25  per  cent.,  then  the  duties  shall  be  esti- 
mated on  such  appraised  value,  with  the  addition 
of  10  or  20  per  cent,  only ;  and  where  it  falls  short 
of  the  invoice  price,  the  duties  are  still  to  be  esti- 
mated according  to  the  invoice.  The  want  of  the 
certificate  required  by  the  8th  section,  subiects  the 
importation  to  a  similar  appraisement  and  similar 
penalties,  as  in  the  case  of  fraudulent  invoices. 
One-half  the  penaltv  exacted  in  all  cases  is  divided 
among  the  custom-house  officers,  and  the  expenses 
of  appraisement  are,  in  all  cases,  to  be  borne  by 
the  owner,  except  when  the  invoice  exceeds  the 
appraised  value.  This  whole  system  your  memo- 
rialbts  cannot  but  consider  injurious  and  oppressive 
in  the  extreme,  since  it  subiects  the  most  fair  and 
honorable  merchant  to  all  tne  delay,  expense,  and 
vexation,  and  in  some  cases,  as  already  intimated, 
to  the  very  penalties  provided  for  the  frai^iulent. 
A  mere  suspicion,  on  tne  part  of  the  collector,  that 
the  invoice  (although  he  may  have  no  doubt  that 
it  accordb  with  the  actual  cost,  and  that  no  fraud 
is  intended)  does  not  exhibit  the  true  value,  im- 
peratively requires  of  him  to  cause  an  appraise- 
ment. This  suspicion  must  necessarily  be  excited, 
and  of  course  the  appraisement  must  necessarily 
take  place  in  every  case  where  the  invoice  price 
is,  in  fact,  either  below  or  above  the  current  market 
value,  from  the  refusal  of  the  iinporter  to  take  the 
oath  that  such  invoice  does  exhibit  that  which  it 
never  was  intended  to  exhibit,  namely,  the  ordi- 
nary rates  of  cost,  instead  of  the  cost  in  the  par- 
ticular instance.  In  the  same  way  the  appraise- 
ment must  necessarily  take  place  whenever  any  one 
owner  resides  without  the  United  States,  and  tne  in- 
voice is  not  authenticated  by  the  certificate  required 
in  the  8th  section,  althougn  it  were  impossible  for 
him,  from  any  one  of  many  reasons,  to  furnish 
such  authentication.  When  the  appraisement 
takes  place,  it  is  necessarily  productive  of  great 
delay  and  considerable  expense,  always  falling 
upon  the  party  who,  without  fault,  has  been  nut, 
by  mere  operation  of  law,  and  the  integrity  or  his 
own  conscience,  in  this  embarrassing  situation. 
The  appraisers  are  bound,  by  their  oaths,  to  find 
a  fact  which  is  often  extremely  difficult  tor  them 
to  arrive  at  with  any  tolerable  accuracy,  namely, 
the  true  value  of  goods,  not  as  they  have  them  be- 
fore their  eyes  at  the  time  and  place  of  appraise- 
ment, but  tnat  value  which  they  had  in  a  ioreign 
country  and  at  a  distant  time,  namely,  the  amount 
of  shipment.  Now,  a  very  slight  error  in  judg- 
ment in  the  estimate  of  tneir  officers,  brings  the 
importer  most  unjustly  within  the  penalty  of  the 
statute,  and  holds  him  up  to  the  world  as  a  de- 
frauder  of  the  revenues,  and  to  add  to  the  aggra- 
vation of  his  doom  he  stands  in  this  light,  without 
hope  of  redress ;  since  it  has  been  very  recently 
decided  by  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States, 
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sitting  in  this  district,  that  the  jadgment  of  the 
appraisers  on  the  matter  before  them  is  final  and 
conclusive.  The  arbitrary  discretion  thus  vested 
in  subordinate  officers  of  the  revenue,  is.  in  the 
opinion  of  your  memorialists,  of  a  most  alarming 
tendency ;  erecting  a  petty  tyranny  over  the  prop- 
erty ana  good  fame  ot  men,  which  is  wholly  ad- 
verse to  the  general  spirit  of  our  laws  and  institu- 
tions, and  which  may  be  productive  of  most  serious 
consequences  to  some  of  the  dearest  rights  of  na- 
tive Americans. 

Your  memorialists  are  indeed  proud  of  the  op- 
portunity to  bear  public  testimony,  in  the  most 
unequivocal  terms,  to  the  uniformly,  upright,  and 
honorable  deportment  of  the  collector  of  this  dis- 
trict, and  the  good  conduct  of  the  inferior  officers 
of  the  customs  in  general.  It  is  to  thb  fortunate 
circumstance^  rather  than  the  construction  of  the 
laws  in  relation  to  this  subject,  that  your  memo- 
rialists feel  themselves  bound  to  attribute  much  of 
their  exemption  from  the  oppression  to  which  they 
might  be  otherwise  subjected.  This  testimony  is 
the  more  honorable  to  these  men^  because  of  the 

great  inducements  which  the  facility  of  the  laws 
olds  out  to  a  profitable  collusion  between  the 
Government  appraisers  and  the  other  officers  of 
this  department ;  a  species  of  collusion  which  it 
would  be  almost  impossible  to  punish,  because  al- 
most impossible  to  establish  by  legal  proof.  It  is 
the  collector,  let  it  be  remembers,  whose  suspi- 


cion authorizes  an  appraisement  It  is  the  nlns- 
dinate  officers  whose  information  majr  tiird  i: 
least  a  plausible  pretext  for  suspicions.  It  is  \k 
regular  appraisers  on  the  part  of  the  GoTeniDat 
who,  being  two  out  of  three,  of  course,  goren  tbe 
appraisement.  It  is  in  the  power  of  tbe  appnisen 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  affix  their  on 
value  to  every  article,  which  has  thus  been  broapi 
before  them.  It  is  a  power  unlimited,  and  uef 
are  a  tribunal  without  appeal !  Finally,  thaiffih 
tive  may  not  be  wanting  to  the  abuse  of  this  iie- 
potic  sway,  it  is  among  tbe  officers  of  the  casioa 
that  one  half  of  every  penalty,  accraiog  uodcr  ds 
statute,  is  distributed'  by  law ;  and  sorely  itvoiu 
not  be  very  surprising,  (should  those  office  k 
filled  by  men  of  a  different  stamp  from  those  v^ 
now ^11  them,)  if  some  portion  of  thb  boontr^ 
corruption  should  find  its  way  into  tbe  pocket  ^- 
the  appraisers  themselves. 

Your  memorialists  have  already  extended  ^ 
illustration  beyond  their  proposied  limits;  itf 
will  not  trespass  farther  on  the  indulgence  of  3 
honorable  body,  but  conclude  by  expressing  tk 
earnest  desire,  that  such  measures  may  be  la^s 
for  the  amendment  of  the  revenue  laws  is  'M 
above  mentioned  and  other  obvious  particQlit5.ti 
the  supreme  councils  of  the  nation  shall  in  t^' 
wisdom  direct.    As  in  duty  bound  will  erer  pnj 

T.  H.  PERKINS,  aid  200  0^ 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  SINKING  FUND. 

[Gommanicated  to  Congress,  Febrnary  6,  1623.] 

Washington,  Fdruary  6,  ISS. 

The  Commiasionere  of  the  Sinking  Fkmd  reepect/tdly  rtport  to  Congrtse: 

That  the  measures  which  have  been  authorized  by  the  Board,  subsequent  to  the  last  report,  d  ^ 
7th  February,  1822,  as  far  as  the  same  have  been  completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  tbe  report  of  t^ 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  this  Board,  dated  the  6th  day  of  the  present  month,  and  in  tbe  sbiH 
menta  therein  referred  to,  which  are  herewith,  transmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  i  put^ 
this  report. 

DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS, 

Vice  Prendent  of  ike  UmtedSm 

JOHN  MARSHALL, 

Chief  Judiee  i^  the  UnittdSeUi^ 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS, 

Secretary  of  State, 

WILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD, 
Secretary  of  the  Treantrp, 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfuUy  repcfrts  to  the  Commiesumere  of  the  Sinking  ]^tnd: 

That  the  balance  of  moneys  advanced  on  account  of  the  public  debt  remaining  un- 
expended at  the  close  of  the  year  1820,  and  applicable  to  payments  tailing  due  after 
that  year — which  balance,  as  appears  by  the  statement  B,  annexed  to  the  utst  annual 

Xrt,  amounted  to-  -  -  -  ..- 

the  sums  disbursed  from  the  Treasury  during  the  year  1821,  on  account  of  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt  amounting,  as  per  the  last  annual  report,  to 


And  making  together  the  sum  of  - 
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Have  been  accounted  for  in  the  following  manner,  viz : 

There  was  applied,  durinff  the  year  1821,  towards  the  payment  of  the  principal  and 
interest  of  the  public  debt,  as  ascertained  by  accounts  rendered  to  this  Department, 
as  per  the  annexed  statement  A,  the  sum  or    -  -  -  -  -  -  $8,403,563  49 

Viz: 

In  the  reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  the  deferred  stock       ....  $533,808  47 

In  the  payment  of  certain  parts  of  the  domestic  debt     -           -           -           -           -  54  45 

In  the  redemption  of  the  Louisiana  stock           ......  2,071,360  00 

In  the  redemption  of  Treasury  notes      .......  1,774  38 

In  the  redemption  of  Mississippi  stock    ---....  634,022  53 

On  account  of  the  interest  and  charges  .......  5,163,543  66 

Making  together  the  sum  of-------  $8,403,563  49 

Of  this  sum  there  was  short  provided,  consisting  of  unclaimed  dividends  on  the  public 
debt,  not  applied  for  by  the  proprietors,  as  per  the  annexed  statement  B,  the  sum  of         34,588  98 

Leaving  (as  above)  the  sum  of-  -  -  -  -  -  -  $8,368,974  51 


That  during  the  year  1822,  the  following  dis<bursements  were  made  by  the  Treasury, 
on  account  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  viz : 

On  account  of  the  interest  of  the  domestic  debt,  and  reimbursement  of  the  principal  of 

the  deferred  stock         -..--....  $5,739,760  62 

On  account  of  the  redemption  of  Louisiana  stock           .....  5,294  12 

On  account  of  the  redemption  of  Mississippi  stock         .....  23,388  94 

On  account  of  the  redemption  of  Treasury  notes            .....  277  00 

In  payment  of  certain  parts  of  the  domestic  debt            .....  438  99 

In  payment  of  certain  parts  of  the  six  per  cent,  stock  of  1796    ....  80,000  00 

In  payment  of  certain  parts  of  the  six  per  cent,  stock  of  1820   ....  2,000,000  00 

Making  together,  as  appears  by  the  annexed  statement  C,  the  sum  of    -  -  $7,849,159  67 

Which  disbursements  were  made  from  the  appropriation  of  ten  millions  of  dollars  for 
the  year  1822,  and  will  be  accounted  for  in  the  next  annual  report,  in  conformity  to 
accounts  which  shall  then  have  been  rendered  to  this  Department.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  manner  in  which  the  said  sum  has  been  applied  is  estimated  as  follows  : 

To  the  payment  of  the  deficiency  at  the  end  of  1821,  as  per  statement  B          -           -  $34,588  98 

In  the  reimbursement  of  the  deferred  stock         ......  566,588  75 

In  the  payment  of  Treasury  notes           .......  277  00 

In  the  payment  of  Louisiana  stock          .......  5^94  x2 

In  the  payment  of  Mississippi  stock        .......  23,388  94 

In  the  payment  of  certain  parts  of  the  domestic  debt      .....  438  99 

In  the  payment  of  the  six  per  cent,  stock  of  1796           .....  80,000  00 

In  the  payment  of  the  six  per  cent,  stock  of  1820           .....  2,000,000  00 

Making  together  the  sum  of-------  $2,710,507  78 

And  in  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  funded  debt  for  1822,  estimated  at  $5,154,268  26 
Deduct  this  sum  short  provided,  per  estimate  £  -  -  -  -         15,685  37 


5,138,582  89 


Making  together  (as  above)  the  sum  of $7,849,159  67 

A  statement  (F)  is  annexed,  which  exhibits  the  balance  of  the  annual  appropriation  of  $10,000,000, 
unexpended  on  the  1st  of  January,  1828:  and  a  statement  (marked  G)  of  the  funded  debt  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1823. — All  which  is  respectruUy  submitted. 

WILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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"F^^StatemerU  of  the  appropriation  of  ten  mUlions  of  d43Uar9  by  the  second  section  of  the  "Act  to  prwidefof 

the  redemption  of  the  PvbUc  D0M,"  passed  2d  Mard^,  1817. 

Application,  per  statement  G.  which  accompanied  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Binking 
Fund,  of  the  7th  Febraary,  1822,  yiz : 

In  1817 810,000,000  00 

Do.  in  anticipation  of  the  appropriation  for  1818  -  -      2,830,108  52 

♦  12,830,108  52 

In  1818 7,169,891 48 

1819 7,703,82187 

1820 8,628,514  28 

1821 8,367,093  62 

Application  in  1822,  per  the  accompanying  report      .....  7,849,159  67 

Balance  applicable  to  payments  after  tne  31st  December,  1822          ...  7,451,410  56 

$60,000,000  00 


Appropriation  for  1817 $10,000,000  00 

Do.               1818 10,000,00000 

Do.               1819 10,000,00000 

Do.               1820 10,000,00000 

Do.               1821 10,000,00000 

Do.               1822 10,000,000(0 

$60,000,000  00 


Trbabury  Department,  Register's  Office,  February  3, 1823. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Rt^nsUr. 


Q — StatemoiU  of  the  Fwnded  Debt  of  the  United  States,  on  the  1st  January,  1823,  vith  its  redaaption  for 

1821  and  1822. 

Reimbursement  of  the  deferred  stock,  in  1821             .....  $533,808  47 

Reimbursement  of  the  6  per  cent,  stock,  of  1796,  in  1822       ....  80,000  00 

Reimbursement  of  the  6  per  cent  stock  of  1820,  in  1822       ....  2,000,000  00 
Amount  of  the  funded  debt  1st  January,  1823,  subject  to  a  reduction  on  account  of 

the  reimbursement  of  the  deferred  stock,  in  1822 a  91,343,999  69 

$93,957,808  I6 

Amount  of  the  funded  debt  on  the  1st  January,  1822,  per  statement  H,  which  ac- 
companied report  of  February,  1822  ......    $93,957,665  14 

Add  3  per  cent,  stock  issued  in  1822  ......  143  02 

$93,957,808  16 


Amount  of  the  debt  on  the  1st  January,  1823,  as  above  stated,  brought  down  -       91,343,999  69 

Deduct  estimated  amount  of  deferred  stock,  reimbursed  in  1822       ...  566,568  09 


Amount  per  statement  (3)  which  accompanied  the  Secretary's  report  of  23d  De> 
eember,  1822  ......... 


$90,777,431  60 


a  Consisting  of  deferred  stock  with  reimbursement  for  1822  -      $1,526,077  06 

Three  per  cent  .-..---       13,296,099  06 

Exchanged  6  per  cent  of  1812 2,668,974  99 

$17,491,151  11 

*  In  addition  to  this  amount,  there  was  applied  in  1817,  the  sum  of  $9,000,000,  appropriated  by  the  9d 
section  of  the  act  above  recited,  and  aoeounted  for  in  the  rcnort  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fiud, 
ofthe  7th  Februaiy,  1818. 
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Six  per  cent,  of  1812  -  -  -  -  - 

Six  per  cent,  of  1813  816,000,000       -  -  -  - 

Do.  7,500,000       .  -  -  - 

Six  per  cent,  of  1814  -  .  .  -  - 

Six  per  cent,  of  1815  -  -  -  -  - 

S€?cn  per  cent.  ------ 

Treasury  notes  six  per  cent.   -  -  -  - 

Five  per  cent,  sabscription  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 

Five  per  cenL  of  1820 

Five  per  cent,  of  1821  -  .  -  -  - 

Exchanged  five  per  cent.  1822  .  -  -  - 


Treasury  Departmbnt,  Register's  Office,  February  3, 1823. 


6,187,006  84 

15,497,818  63 

6,812,845  44 

13,001,437  63 

9,490,099  10 

8,606,355  27 

1,465,285  47 

7,000,000  00 

999,999  00 

4,735,296  30 

56,704  77 
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73,852,848  58 
391,343,999  69 


JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 


OUTSTANDING  BONDS,  &c. 


[Commankated  to  the  Honia,  February  8, 1883.] 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmit- 
ting  {pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
retentatives,  of  9th  January  last,)  a  statement  of 
outstanding  custom-house  wmds  of  the  \st  October, 
1622.-  a  statement  of  bonds  taken  for  duties  on 
merd^andtse,  and  debentures  issued  for  drawback, 
fnrn  \st  January,  1821,  to  dOth  September,  1882  .• 
a  ttatement  of  the  net  amount  of  revenue  on  mer- 
ckandise,  ionnaget  Jjre.,-  of  payments  into  the  JVea- 
sury,  and  expenses  of  coueetion  of  the  same,  on  3lst 
December  of  the  years  1816,  '17,  '18,  '19,  '20,  and 
1821 ;  and  a  statement  of  the  whole  amount  of  the 
unbended  balance  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  dutin- 
guitning  each  year  since  1817. 

Treasury  Department, 

Fdfruary  5,  1823. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  of  the  9tb  ultimo,  directing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  to  the  House 
"a  statement  of  the  custom-house  bonds  outstand- 
iftg  on  the  1st  day  of  December,  1822,  and  falling 
due  within  the  year  1823,  with  the  amount  of 
debentures  chargeable  upon  the  same,  and  the 
probable  expense  of  collection :" 

Also,  ''a  statement  of  the  amount  of  bonds 
outstanding  on  the  1st  January,  1821,  and  at  the 
commencement  of  each  quarter  during  the  year, 
with  the  debentures  chargeable  upon  the  same,  at 
the  respective  periods." 

Also,  "  the  amount  of  revenue  from  customs, 
which  will  probably  accrue  in  the  year  1823,  ana 
the  portion  thereof  which  will  probably  be  re- 
ceived in  the  course  of  that  year,  stating  the  aver- 
age amount  which  has  been  received  on  the  cus- 
toms accrued  within  each  year  since  1816,  in- 
clusive." 

Also,  "  a  statement  of  the  whole  amount  of  the 
tinexpended  balances  of  the  Sinking  ,Fund,  dis- 
tinguishing each  year  since  1817 ;  and  on  what 
principle  he  distinguishes  the  balances  that  will 


accrue  against  that  fund  in  1823  and  1824,  from 
those  of  preceding  years,  bv  which  he  proposes, 
in  his  annual  report  of  22d  December,  1822,  to 
charge  the  estimated  unexpended  balance  of  1823 
and  1824,  upon  the  revenue  of  1825 ;"  I  have  the 
honor  to  suomit  the  statements,  required  by  the 
resolution,  as  far  as  it  has  been  practicable  to 
form  them,  from  the  records  and  files  of  the  De- 
partment. 

The  [statement  showing  the  amount  of  bonds 
outstanding  upon  the  1st  of  December,  1822,  is 
defective:  First,  the  monthlv  schedules  of  the 
bonds,  for  the  months  of  October  and  November, 
have  not  been  received  from  some  of  the  collectors: 
Second,  because  the  monthly  schedules,  almost 
always,  in  the  principal  districts,  contam  bonds 
for  duties  which  accrued  several  months  before ; 
and,  third,  because  the  duties  upon  merchandise 
deposited  in  the  public  stores  are  secured  by  daty 
bonds  only  when  they  are  removed  from  them ; 
and  it  is  only  then  that  they  appear  in  the  month- 
ly schedules.  When  the  deposite  is  made,  a  bond 
is  given  without  sureties,  the  merchandise  being 
the  substitute  for  them. 

From  these  facts,  it  is  apparent  that  the  amount 
of  duties  which  accrued  during  the  several  quar- 
ters of  each  successive  vear,  as  exhibited  in  the 
quarterly  accounts  of  the  collectors,  rendered  to 
tne  Comptroller  for  settlement,  always  consider- 
ably exceeds  the  amount  exhibited  in  the  monthly 
schedules  of  bonds  rendered  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

It  may  be  proper  to  observe  that,  to  ascertain 
the  amount  or  duties  which  accrued  during  the 
year  1822,  that  will  be  payable  in  1823.  the  bonds 
taken  in  the  month  of  December,  and  tnose  in  the 
months  of  October  and  November,  which  have 
not  yet  been  reported  to  the  Department,  and  those 
which  may  be  hereafter  liquidated  for  duties  which 
accrued  in  the  year  1822.  and  which  will  be  pay- 
able  in  1823,  must  be  added  to  the  amount  repre* 
sented  in  statement  No.  1,  as  becoming  due  in  the 
present  year.  When  these  sums  shall  be  ascer- 
tained, and  added  to  that  amount,  it  is  presumed 
that  it  will  be  increased  to  at  least  $19,000,000. 
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In  order  that  statement  No.  1  may  be  correctly 
understood,  it  is  necessary  to  slate,  that  the  amount 
of  bonds  outstanding  on  the  1st  of  October,  has 
been  ascertained  from  the  quarterly  accounts  of 
the  collectors  rendered  to  the  Comptroller  for  set- 
tlement, and,  consequently,  contains  the  amount 
of  duties  on  merchandise  deposited  in  the  public 
stores.  The  rest  of  the  statement  is  formea  from 
the  schedules  of  bonds  rendered  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  The  difference  between  the 
amount  of  bonds  estimated  to  be  outstanding  on 
the  1st  December,  1822,  and  the  amount  estimated 
to  become  due  in  1823,  is  accounted  for  as  fol- 
lows: 

1.  Bonds  payable  in  December,  1822,  amounting 

to $2,239,055 

2.  Bonds  in  suit  the  1st  December, 

1822,  amounting  to  -        -        -        2,818,427 
3.'  Bonds  falling  due  in  1823,  amount- 
ing to       17,426,257 

4.  The  amount  of  bonds  falling  due 

in  1824,  estimated  at        -        -  226,409 

5.  The  amount  of  duties  which  have 

accrued  upon  merchandise  de- 
posited in  the  public  stores,  esti- 
mated at 1,319,048 


Which  several  sums  make  the  ag- 
gregate amount,  as  stated  in  No. 
1,  of 


$24,129,196 


Of  the  last  item,  it  is  probable,  that  a  consider- 
able proportion  will  be  pavable  during  the  year 
1823,  but  it  is  impracticaole  to  offer  any^  other 
than  a  conjectural  estimate  of  that  proportion. 

The  quarterly  accounts  rendered  by  the  col- 
lectors to  the  Comptroller,  for  settlement,  present 
in  detail  the  amount  of  duties  secured  dunng  the 
quarter  for  which  they  are  rendered.  They  dis- 
tmguish  between  bonds  which  are  not  due,  and 
those  which  are  in  suit;  but,  as  they  are  entered 
in  the  statement  in  the  order  in  which  they  were 
liquidated,  they  do  not  show  the  amount  which 
will  become  due  within  twelve  months  from  the 
expiration  of  any  given  year,  nor  within  any  sub- 
division of  that  period.  They,  however,  present 
the  dates  of  the  bonds,  and  the  dates  at  which  they 
become  due.  By  a  detailed  dissection  of  these 
quarterly  accounts,  it  might  now  be  ascertained 
what  proportion  of  the  duty  bonds  which  were  out- 
standing on  the  31st  day  of  December,  1820,  were 
payable  within  the  year  1821,  and^  consequently, 
what  proportion  of  the  duties  which  accrued  in 
18^1,  were  paid  within  that  year.  After  the  dis- 
section was  completed,  from  the  amount  thus  as- 
certained, should  be  deducted,  1st.  The  amount 
of  bonds  thus  becoming  due,  which  were  not  paid 
within  the  ^ear:  and  2d.  The  amount  received 
from  bonds  in  suit  previously  to  the  year  1821. 
The  difference  between  the  amount  thus  obtained, 
and  the  total  receipts  from  duties,  during  the  year, 
will  be  the  &um  received  from  duties  which  ac- 
crued within  the  year ;  and  if  to  this  difference 
should  be  added  the  amount  of  bonds  taken  for 
duties  which  accrued  within  the  year,  which,  be- 


coming due  within  the  year,  were  not  paid^tb 
whole  amount  of  duties  which  accrued  within  Ar 
year  1821,  that  were  payable  within  that  yes: 
will  be  ascertained.  The  same  result  may  be  ob- 
tained for  the  year  1822,  as  soon  as  the  amooo;?! 
the  receipts  during  the  vear  are  ascertained.  Br 
when  it  is  known  that  the  average  nnmber  of  dctj 
bonds  annually  liquidated  is  estimated  at  mav 
than  fiAy  thousand,  the  reason  why  no  attmp 
has  been  made,  since  the  organization  of  the  G<:> 
ernment,  to  obtain  the  results  required  by  the  r^ 
olution,  will  be  readily  perceived.  The  bese 
which  would  result  from  the  possession  of  the  i§ 
formation  to  be  thus  acquired,  has,  it  is  presui&r. 
been  considered  by  my  predecessors  in  office.  ^ 
sufficient  to  justify  the  labor  and  expense  wfa :: 
would  be  necessarv  to  obtain  it. 

If  I  have  satisfactorily  shown,  that  this  m^x 
mation  can  be  acquired  only  for  the  years  thatir* 
past,  it  will  readily  be  perceived  that  it  is  wbdii 
impracticable  to  show  the  amount  of  the  duL« 
which  are  yet  to  accrue  in  1823,  that  wtJ  :« 
payable  within  that  year.  The  most  that  ess  :< 
ofiered  in  obedience  to  that  part  of  the  resoloikr 
is  a  conjectural  estimate  of  the  amounL  Wkts 
there  are  no  sudden  or  violent  fluctuations  is  ti-t 
amount  of  importations,  and  of  re-exportatios- 
for  benefit  of  drawback,  it  is  considered  safe  u 
estimate  the  receipts  of  the  year  ensuing  the  ii^ 
of  each  annual  report,  equal  to  the  amount  of  (k:^ 
bonds  outstanding^  and  payable  within  the  y& 
Such  an  estimate  is  founded  upon  thepresamptHic 
that  the  receipts  within  the  year  from  dutie  ir* 
cruing  within  the  same  period,  will  be  equi  ^ 
the  amount  of  debentures  and  ex  penaes  of  collects 
chargeable  upon  the  revenue  of  the  year.  If  '•« 
importations  should  fall  considerably  short  of  63ff 
of  the  preceding  year,  or  if  the  amount  of  debet 
ture,  issued  and  chargeable  upon  tjtie  receipts  c; 
the  year,  should  be  considerably  increased  ^ 
receipts  would  necessarily  be  less  than  theaioce^ 
estimated.  But,  if  the  reverse  of  this  state  vif 
things  should  occur,  the  receipts  would  necessanir 
exceed  the  amount  estimated.  Such  has  bees'i< 
case  during  the  last  year ;  the  receipts  hare  ctf- 
sequently  considerably  exceeded  the  estimates  it 
that  year.  From  the  data  in  the  possession  of  i&^ 
Department  at  the  date  of  the  last  annual  rep«t 
the  receipts  from  the  customs,  during  the  j«s 
1823,  were  estimated.  The  facts  since  disclose: 
tend  to  confirm  the  correctness  of  that  estimate 

Statement  No  4  exhibits  the  annual  sarplossi 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  from  the  year  1817  to  t^ 
year  1822,  inclusive,  and  the  estimated  surplus 
of  the  years  1823  and  1824. 

In  reply  to  so  much  of  the  resolution  as  reqoff^ 
me  to  state  upon  what  principle  the  balances  tai' 
will  accrue  in  the  years  1823  and  1824,  are  (b- 
tinguished  in  the  annual  report  of  the  22d  of  D^ 
cember,  1822,  from  those  of  preceding  yeari  i 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  facu  v.^ 
observations.  By  reference  to  the  several  acts  fj 
Congress,  passed  from  the  4th  of  August,  1796,  ^ 
the  3d  of  March.  1795,  inclusive,  providing  for  ^ 
redemption  of  tne  public  debt,  and  creatio;  ^ 
Sinking  Fund,  it  will  be  seen  that  no  specific  sss 
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s  appropriated  to  that  object.  The  act  of  the 
1  or  May,  1792,  and  that  of  the  3d  of  March, 
)5,  after  making  reservations  of  the  public  reye- 
*  for  the  discharge  of  the  current  expenses,  ap- 
priate  the  proceeds  of  the  duties  upon  imports 

I  tonnaee,  and  of  other  duties  and  taxes,  of  the 
?s  of  puolic  lands,  of  the  bank  dividends,  of  the 
Its  due  the  United  States,  before  the  present 
anization  of  the  Grovernment,  and  lastly  of  all 

"surplusses  of  the  revenues  of  the  United 
ites,  wnich  shall  remain  at  the  end  of  any  cal- 
lar  year,  beyond  the  amount  of  the  appropria- 
IS  charged  upon  the  said  revenues,  and  which, 
ing  the  session  of  Congress  next  thereafter, 

II  not  be  otherwise  specially  appropriated  or 
jrved  by  law."  These  two  acts,  and  the  act 
the  4th  of  August,  1790,  form,  together,  what 
generally  been  denominated  the  Funding  Sys- 
I.  In  the:«e  acts,  provision  was  made  for  con- 
ting  the  public  debt  into  a  funded  debt ;  and 
funds  set  aoart  by  them  for  the  payment  of 
interest,  ana  redemption  of  the  principal,  of 
public  debt,  in  its  new  form,  were  declared  to 
vested  in  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
ad,  in  trust,  to  be  applied  to  the  redemption  of 
said  debt,  including  such  loans  as  might  be 
lin^d  by  virtue  of  the  said  acts,  until  the  same 
uld  be  fully  reimbursed;  and  the  faith  of  the 
ited  States  was  therebv  "pledged  that  the 
leys,  or  funds  aforesaiu,  shall  mevicably  re- 
ID,  and  be  appropriated  and  vested  as  aforesaid, 
)e  applied  in  the  said  reimbursement  and  re- 
iption  in  manner  aforesaid^  until  the  same 
ll  be  fully  and  completely  effected." 

Che  pledge,  thus  solemnly  given,  acquired  ad- 
ODal  force  from  the  circumstance  of  its  being 
red  as  an  inducement  to  the  public  creditors  to 
ept  of  the  terms  presented  in  those  acts,  which 
Dged  the  nature  and  conditions  of  the  then  ex- 
Dg  debt.    The  sixteenth  section  of  the  same 

of  the  3d  of  March,  1795,  creates  the  surplus 
d,  and  exempts  from  its  operation  all  the  funds 
ropriated  to  the  Sinking  Fund.  This  exclusion 
i  the  necessary  consequence  of  the  sacred  char- 
it  given  by  that  very  act  to  the  funds  consti- 
ng  the  Sinking  Fund.  This  mode  of  reason- 
.  and  of  viewing  the  subject,  was  adhered  to 
il  the  change  of  the  Administration  of  the 
ton  in  March,  1801.  At  the  commencement 
hat  Administration,  several  laws  were  in  force 
ich  imposed  taxes,  the  proceeds  of  which  formed 
irt  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  thiit  were  considered 
rou5,  and  consequently  produced  dissatisfaction 
he  nation.  If  the  pledges  made  of  their  pro- 
is  to  the  Sinking  Fund  placed  them  beyond 

control  of  the  legislative  authority,  it  was 
irly  perceived  that  the  most  odious  svstem 
^xation  miffht  be  perpetuated  against  tne  de- 
!d  will  of  the  nation.  The  question  was  ma- 
!iy  examined,  and  the  result  of  that  examina- 
1  was  presented  to  the  nation  in  the  provisions 
ihe  act  of  the  29th  of  April,  1802.  The  first 
|ion  of  this  act  appropriated  so  much  of  the 
ies  on  merchandise  and  tonnage,  as,  together 
i  the  moneys  other  than  surplusses  of  revenue, 
ch  then  constituted  the   Sinking  Fund,   or 


should  accrue  to  it  by  provisions  previously  made, 
as  would  amount  to  theaunual  sum  of  ^.300,000, 
and  which  was  declared  to  be  vested  in  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  that  it  should 
continue  to  be  appropriated  and  applied  by  them, 
until  the  principal  of  the  public  debt  should  be 
reimbursed  and  redeemed;  with  a  proviso^  that, 
^' after  the  whole  of  the  said  debt,  the  old  six  per 
cent,  stock,  the  deferred  stock,  the  1796  six  per 
cent,  stock,  and  the  three  per  cent,  stock,  excepted, 
shall  have  been  reimbursed  or  redeemed,  any  bal- 
ance of  the  sums  annually  appropriated  by  this 
act,  which  may  remain  unexpended  at  the  end  of 
six  calendar  months,  next  succeeding  the  end  of 
the  calendar  year  to  which  such  annual  appropri- 
ation refers,  shall  be  carried  to  the  surplus  fund, 
and  cease  to  be  vested,  by  the  authority  of  this 
act,  in  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund." 
By  the  provision  here  recited,  the  appropriation  to 
the  Sinking  Fund  was,  in  a  few  years  after  its 
date,  subjected  to  the  operation  of  the  principle  of 
the  16th  section  of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1795, 
which  created  the  surplus  fund.    The  only  differ- 
ence between  this  and  other  appropriations,  in  re- 
lation to  the  surplus  fund,  was,  that  it  was  subject 
to  be  carried  to  the  account  of  it  eighteen  months 
sooner  than  other  appropriations.    The  exception 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  in  the  said  section,  from  the 
operation  of  the  principle  established  by  it,  was 
rendered  a  nullity^  and  virtually  repealed.    The 
act  of  the  29th  of  April,  1802,  remained  in  full 
force  until  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  when  an  act 
was  passed,  the  first  section  of  which  repealed  ^'so 
much  of  any  act  or  acts  of  Congress  as  make  ap- 
propriations for  the  purchase  or  reimbursement  of 
the  principal,  or  for  the  payment  of  the  interest, 
of  the  funded  debt  of  the  United  States."    It  has 
been  already  stated,  that  the  first  section  of  the 
act  of  the  29th  of  April  appropriated  $7,300,000, 
and  that  a  proviso  to  the  said  section  directed,  af- 
ter certain  parts  of  the  funded  debt  shall  have 
been  redeemed,  any  balance  of  that  appropriation 
that  might  remain  six  months  after  the  end  of  the 
year  to  which  it  shall  refer,  to  be  carried  to  the 
amount  of  the  surplus  fund.    The  act  of  the  3d 
of  March,  1817,  either  repeals  this  proviso,  or  it 
does  not.     If  it  does  not  repeal  it,  the  balance  of 
the  appropriation  of  ten  millions,  for  the  year 
1824,  which  may  remain  unexpended  on  the  3l8t 
of  December,  of  that  year,  wul  be  the  only  sum 
demandable  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  in  1825,  beyond  the  appropriation  of  $10,- 
000,000  for  that  year.     If  it  does  repeal  the  pro- 
viso, the  question  then  recurs,  what  disposition  do 
the  existing  laws  make  of  the  surplusses  of  that 
appropriation,  since  the  3d  of  March,  1817.    It 
has  been  inferred,  in  the  annual  report  to  which 
the  resolution  refers,  that  they  are  subject  to  be 
carried  to  the  account  of  the  surplus  fund,  at  the 
end  of  two  calendar  years  from  the  expiration  of 
the  year  to  which  such  appropriations  may  sey- 
erally  refer.    This  inference  is  founded,  1st,  upon 
the  fact  that  the  exception  in  the  section  creatine 
the  Sinking  Fund,  having  been  rendered  null,  and 
virtually  repealed  bv  the  act  of  the  29th  of  April, 
1802,  is  not  revivea  by  the  repeal  of  the  proviso 
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to  the  first  section  of  the  act.  It  is  admitted,  that, 
when  an  act  is  passed  simply  to  repeal  anotner,  it 
has  been  contended  by  jurists,  that  an  act  simply 
repealing  the  latter  act,  is  a  virtual  re-enactment 
01  the  provisions  of  the  first  act ;  bat  to  apply  this 
rule  to  an  act  incidentally  repeating  some  pro- 
vision of  another  act  with  which  its  general  en- 
actments are  but  slightly,  if  at  all,  connected, 
cannot,  it  is  believed,  be  seriously  supported. 

If,  however,  any  doubt  should  exist  upon  this 
question,  the  consideration  that  the  circumstances 
which  led  to  the  exclusion  of  the  appropriations 
to  the  Sinking  Fund  from  the  operation  of  the 
principle  upon  which  the  surplus  fund  was  estab- 
lished, were  entirely  changed  by  the  act  of  the 
29th  of  April,  1802,  is  entitled  to  great  weight. 
Since  that  act,  the  reason  of  the  exclusion  nas 
ceased  to  exist,  and  the  maxim  of  law,  "  cessante 
ratione,  ipsa  cessat  lex,"  applies  with  full  force. 
To  consider  the  repeal  of  tne  proviso  of  the  first 
section  of  that  act  as  virtually  reviving  the  excep- 
tion contained  in  the  sixteenth  section  of  the  act 
of  the  3d  of  March,  1795.  would  be  in  direct  op- 
position to  the  principle  or  that  law  maxim. 

The  question,  however,  will  be  submitted  to 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  for  their 
decision,  whenever  it  shall  occur,  unless  legisla- 
tive provision  shall,  in  the  interim,  be  interposed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  P.  P.  Barbodr, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


No.  1. 

Bonds  for  duties  on  merchandise,  outstandiBi  \^ 
Octob^,  1822,  as  per  quarterly  accottats  carres 
of  collectors,  (a)      -        -        -  823,911,7^  fr 

Schedules  received  of  bonds  taken 
for  duties  in  the  months  of  Oc- 
tober and  November,  1822,  (b)      3,648^13  c. 

S27,560,&45  '^^ 

Returns  received  of  bonds  paid  in 
October  and  November,  1822,  (c)      3,431.44$  A 


Estimated  amount  outstanding  1st 
December,  1822      -        -        -  824,129.19^  % 


Of  which  amount,  payable  in  the 
year  1823,  (d)         ...  $17,426^T  ^r 


Treasury  Department, 
Register's  Office,  Fd).  4,  1823. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following 
statements,  formed  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States, 
of  the  9th  of  January,  1823: 

1.  A  statement  of  outstanding  custom-house  bonds 
for  duties  on  merchandise,  on  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber, 1822,  amounting  to        -        -  $24,054,599 

Of  which,  it  is  estimated,  there  will 
fall  due  and  be  payable  in  the  year 
1823 17,351,660 

2.  A  statement  of  the  balances  of  outstanding 
bonds^  taken  for  duties  on  merchandise|^  and  deben- 
tures issued  for  drawback  on  merchandise  exported, 
commencing  on  January  1st,  1821,  and  ending  on 
the  20th  September,  1822. 

3.  A  statement,  exhibiting  the  net  amount  of 
revenue  which  accrued  from  duties  on  merchan- 
dise, tonnage,  dbc.;  of  payments  made  into  the 
Treasury,  and  expenses  of  collection  of  the  same, 
on  the  31st  December  of  the  years  1816,  '17,  '18, 
'19,  '20,  and  '21. 

4.  A  statement  of  the  whole  amount  of  the  un- 
expended balance  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  distin- 
guishing each  year  since  1817. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  yours,  d&c, 

JOS.  NOURSE,  Register. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Crawford, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Amount  of  bonds  estimated  to  be 
outstandinff,  1st  December,  1622  824,129,1^  % 

Bonds  payable  in  De- 
cember, 1822      -  $2,339,055  00 

Bonds  in  suit,  first 
December,  1822  -    2,818,427  00 

Bondi  payable  in  the 
year  1823  -        -  17,426,257  00 

Bonds  payable  in  the 
year  1824  -        -       226,409  00 

22,810,14.? 'J 


Difference 


-    8l,3l9.0iS-1 


This  difference  consists,  in  part,  of  the  bed 
ffiven,  without  sureties,  on  a  depc^ite  of  pcti 
being  improperly  included,  in  some  of  the  ^ 
in  the  quarter  yearly  returns  of  bonds  ui^ 
discharged ;  which  deposite  bonds,  it  will  bei 
are  included  in  the  item  of  $20,911,732, « 
item  has,  therefore,  been  proportionably  i&cr 
beyond  what  it  ought  to  be ;  but  the  |wecise  as 
cannot  be  well  ascertained,  the  bond  accoott^ 
being  sufficiently  explicit. 

To  account  for  the  whole  of  the  differeoct  :.^i 
satisfactory  manner,  is  rendered  impraebrsak 
from  the  deficiencies  in  the  returns  already  ail" 
to.  It  may  also  be  observed  that  the  correc 
of  the  monthly  returns  made  cannot  be  nha 
as  they  are  not  used  in  any  settlements,  bat  ci^ 
serve  as  a  kind  of  estimates* 


(a)  It  msy  be  proper  to  obMire,  ia  retpect  ^M 
item,  that,  in  some  of  the  Uage  poit%  it iDdii3»M 
ghron  wilhoQt  sareties,  for  datict  on  goods  d«f>^ 
in  the  public  stores,  for  which  duties,  bonds,  with  »i 
ties,  are  given  when  the  goods  are  remottA,  bet^ 
Utter  bonds  only  appear  in  the  moatbly  scbcfli 
rendered  to  the  office  of  the  Secretaiy  of  tltf  Tm^ 

(6)  The  returns  being  incomplete,  the  sdeslia'' 
of  bonds  taken  in  the  months  of  October  tod  Js^ 
ber,  183S,  cannot  be  ascertained. 


(e)  The  same  remark  apf^ea  at  well  lo  this  it's 
to  Item  {d.) 


* 
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OutitamUnff  CuMam^House  Bondi^  ^e. 


No.  2. 

A  StatmaU^  exhibUvng  the  net  amount  of  revenue  ulkich  accrued  from  duties  on  merchandise^  tonnagej  ^c,  of 
papunts  made  into  the  Treasury,  and  of  expenses  of  collection  of  the  same,  during  the  years  ending  on  the 
2\gt  of  Decembery  1816,  1817,  1818, 1819, 1820,  and  1821. 


Years. 


U16 

iai7 

1818 
1819 
18S0 
t821 


Net  reveone. 


$24,484,100  S6 
17,624,776  16 
21,828,461  48 
17,116,702  96 
12,449,666  16 
16,898,434  42 


PaymenU  made  into 
the  Treasury. 


$36,806,874  88 
26,283,348  49 
17,176,386  00 
20,283,608  76 
16,006,612  16 
13,004,447  16 


Expenses  of  col- 
lection. 


$816,378  60 
744,810  66 
746,422  16 
782,926  40 
767,222  00 
693,167  13 


TiiisvBT  Dbfabtmxht,  Register's  Offiu,  Feb.  4,  1823. 


JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 


No.  3. 

I  Satement,  exhibiting  the  balances  outstanding  of  bonds  taken  for  duties  on  merchandise  imported,  and  dc- 
^en^ttres  issued  for  draioback  on  merchandise  exported,  commencing  on  the  1st  of  January,  1821,  and  end^ 
ifl^  on  the  dOth  of  September,  1822;  prepared  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
(he  m  of  January,  1823. 


PK&IOD. 


^  1st  January,  1821 
fo3l8t  March,  1821 
)n  30th  June,  1^21 
^  30th  September,  1821 
te  31ft  December,  1821 
la  31st  March,  1822 
^  30th  June,  1822 
h  30th  September 


Balances  outstanding. 


Bonds. 

Debentures. 

$17,116,100 

$1,772,366 

16,974,669 

1,396,137 

17,046,019 

1,474,666 

18,171,641 

1,267,921 

18,983,864 

1,047,018 

18,286,964 

1,014,014 

21,904,178 

1,272,297 

23,911,732 

1,486,698 

TaaisuBT  Dbpabtxbkt,  Register's  Office,  Feb,  4,  1823. 


^oaot  of  debentures  outstanding  on  the  1st  day  of  December,  1822 

iaoQot  payable  in  1823 

^unt  of  bonds  in  suit,  December  1,  1822         .... 


JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 


$2,066,036  49 
1,394,086  80 
2,818,427  23 


No.  4. 

^oiement  of  the  appropriation  of  ten  millions  of  dollars  by  the  second  section  of  the  act  to  provide  for  the 

redemption  of  the  public  ddt,  passed  3d  March,  1817. 


^aymeDt£,  in  1817,  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt 


-  $12,830,108  52 


l^oce,  being  so  much  applied  in  1817,  in  anticipation  of  appropriation  for  1818  -    $2,830,108  52 
^tymentP,  in  1818,  of  principal  and  interest 7,169,891  48 


$10,000,000  00 
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OuManding  Cuttom-Houte  Bonds^  ^. 


Pavments,  in  1819,  of  principal  and  interest     • 
Balance  of  appropriation  for  1819,  unexpended 


Pavments,  in  1820,  of  principal  and  interest     .  .  - 

Balance  of  appropriation  for  1820,  unexpended 

Payments,  in  1821,  of  principal  and  interest    -  .  . 

Balance  of  appropriation  for  1821,  unexpended 

Estimate  of  application  in  1822  .... 

Do.        balance  of  appropriation  unapplied 

Estimate  of  application  for  1823  .  .  .  . 

Do.        bialance  of  appropriation  which  will  be  unapplied 


Estimate  of  application  for  1824  .  .  .  . 

Do.       balance  of  appropriation  which  will  be  unapplied  - 


Balances  of  appropriation  at  the  end  of  each  year,  brought  down, 

viz :  1819 ^2;296,178  13 

1820 1,371,485  72 

1821 1,632,906  38 

1822    -       ' 2,150,840  33* 


»io,OQ0,aft  « 

98,638ilt  j 

Sio,oooj]u  I 


1,632.9V  3 

»10,000,»>''^ 

7^9.13^  1 

3lO,00CUJi  i 

^,602,uy  i 
4,398.^^''' 

810,OOQ.O'"j 

55,3R,rtJ 

4,686,»  ^ 

f  10,0(»./'  ^ 


1823  - 

1824  - 


-  ^,398,000  00 

-  4,686,000  00 


87,451.4:.' i 

9,OSiiO  } 


Total  estimated  balance  which  will  remain  unapplied  on  the  1st  January,  1825         -  8l6,535jjj 


Appropriation  for  1817  ..... 

Balance,  being  in  anticipation  in  1817,  of  appropriation  for  1818 


Appropriation  for  1818 
Appropriation  for  1819 
Appropriation  for  1820 
Appropriation  for  1821 
Appropriation  for  1822 
Appropriation  for  1823 
Appropriation  for  1824 


-  flOjOOO,!)" 

-  2,S30J.'^ 

812,83»3,^ 


-$10 


l,O00.g^ 


.  llOjOOO^ 

-  $io^wo^ 

-JlOjOOO^ 

-  >io,ooMgl!i 
-310^000^ 
.  8io,ooo,c 


Treasury  Department,  Register's  Office,  January  31^,  1823. 

JOSEPH  N0UR8E.  Re^ 


*  This  mm  will  be  exhibited  in  statement  F,  of  the  report  of  the  Comraissionen  of  the*8iBkinf  FooiJ. 
eosaing  week. — See  ante,  psge  1291,  139S. 
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Cohnd  Seamen  in  the  Port  of  Charleeton. 


MORIAL  OF  MA8TER8  OF  AMERICAN 

VS88BL8. 

Communicated  to  the  Houie,  Feb.  19,  1823.] 

\e  lumorabU  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeentor 
u  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

lie  petition  of  the  undersigned  masters  of 
Tidan  vesseb,  lying  in  the  port  of  Charleston, 
:h  Carolina,  showeth : 

hat  the  mariners  employed  on  board  of  their 
sis  are  such  persons  as  the  laws  of  the  United 
es  require — native  and  naturalized  American 
len ;  that  many  of  these  are  free  colored  per- 
,  native  citizens  of  the  United  States;  that, 
lie  21st  day  of  December,  1822,  the  Legisla- 
of  South  Carolina  passed  an  act,  which  not 
deprives  us  of  the  services  of  our  colored 
iDers,  but  subjects  our  vessels  to  a  considera- 
>xpense  and  detention;  and  they  have  pro- 
d,  by  the  said  act,  that  if  any  vessel  shall  come 
any  port  or  harbor  of  this  State,  from  any 
J  State  or  foreign  port,  having  on  board  any 
negroes,  or  persons  of  color,  as  cooks,  stew- 
)  or  mariners,  or  any  other  employment  on 
rd  said  vessels^  such  free  ne^oes  and  persons 
olor  shall  be  liable  to  be  seized  and  confined 
irison,  until  the  vessel  they  were  attached  to 
11  clear  out  and  depart  from  the  State ;  and, 
m  said  vessel  is  readv  to  sail,  the  captain  or 
(ter  of  said  vessel  shall  be  bound  to  carry  away 
said  free  nesro,  or  person  of  color,  and  pay 
expenses  of  his  detention ;  and,  in  case  of  his 
lect  or  refusal  so  to  do,  he  shall  be  liable  to  be 
icted,  and  on  conviction  thereof  shall  be  fined 
I  sam  not  less  than  one  thousand  dollars,  and 
)e  imprisoned  not  less  than  two  months;  and 
h  free  negroes  and  persons  of  color  shall  be 
med  and  taken  as  absolute  slaves,  and  sold,  in 
formity  to  the  provisions  of  the  actpassed  on 
twentieth  day  of  December,  1820.    That,  since 
passage  of  the  act  of  1822,  several  vessels,  un- 
ihe  command  of  many  of  vour  petitioners, 
;e  arrived  in   the  port  of  Charleston,  all  of 
ich  bad  on  board,  as  cooks,  stewards,  or  mari- 
I)  free  persons  of  color,  native  citizens  of  the 
ited  Stares ;  that,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  said 
i>els  in  Charleston,  they  were  visited  by  the 
riff  of  Charleston  district,  or  his  deputies,  and 
free  persons  of  color,  native  citizens  of  the 
ited  States,  were  seized,  (without  a  writ  or  any 
ne  alleged,)  and  forciUy  taken  out  of  the  ves- 
and  lodged  in  the  jail  of  the  State ;  that,  there- 
m,  one  of  your  petitioners,  Captain  Jared  Bunce, 
the  Georgia  packet,  a  regular  trader  between 
iladeiphia  and  Charleston,  did  appeal  to  a  court 
tbe  State  ot  South  Carolina  for  a  habeas  cor- 
S 10  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the  arrest  and  de- 
UoD  of  Andrew  Fletcher  (steward)  and  David 
MS}  (cook,)  both  free  colored  persons,  and  na- 
t  citizens  of  the  United  States;  that  the  said 
"being  allowed  by  the  said  court,  and  the 
viff  having  returned  that  they  had  been  arrest- 
ed imprisoned  under  the  beforementioned  act 
|822,  and  a  motion  having  been  made  for  their 
^arge,  on  the  ground  that  the  said  act  was 


contrary  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  court  having  determined  that  the  said  act 
was  not  unconstitutional,  the  case  in  question  was 
removed,  by  appeal,  to  the  highest  tribunal  of  the 
State,  where,  alter  argument,  the  said  court  beinff 
divided,  in  opinion,  the  case  was  suspended,  and 
the  prisoners  were  deprived  of  the  relief  for  which 
they  moved,  and  do  still  remain  in  confinement. 

The  undersigned  petitioners  have  therefore  been 
induced  to  submit  their  grievances  before  the 
(General  Government,  to  relieve  them  from  the 
effects  of  an  act  which  they  believe  is  in  violation 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
the  authority  of  the  Federal  Head. 

That  the  act  in  question  does  destroy  the  liberty 
of  freemen,  and  regulates  commerce  by  interfering 
with  the  freedom  of  navigation,  and  the  employ- 
ment of  seamen,  must  be  apparent,  when  it  is  seen 
that  the  object  ot  it  is  to  expel  from  all  vessels  en- 
tering the  ports  of  South  Carolina  all  free  persons 
of  color. 

Your  petitioners  pray  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  will  interpose  in  their  behalf, 
and  will  adopt  such  energetic  measures  as  will 
relieve  them  from  the  situation  they  are  laboring 
under,  by  exposing  their  free  colored  mariners  to 
an  unlawful  imprisonment,  and  their  vessels  to 
an  enormous  and  unnecessary  expense  and  de- 
tention. 

Charleston,  S.  C,  Fe6.  7, 1823. 

Jared  Bunce,  James  Church, 

William  Brown,  Reuben  Cousins, 

Nathan  Cook,  William  Cole, 

Stephen  Perry,  Thomas  H.  Robins, 

Geo.  I.  Prince,  Joel  Johns, 

C.  Petham,  Beriah  Waite, 

Joseph  Porter,  Phineas  Drinkwater. 

Charles  Votee,  Samuel  York. 

Daniel  L.  Kurtz,  Joseph  Crawrord, 

John  Smith.  C.  E.  Hammett, 

John  Allen,'  W.  W.  Bentbam, 

James  W.  Low,  Thomas  Bridges, 

James  Newell,  Thomas  Baker, 

John  Tagc^rt,  Wm.  Farnsworth, 

Cyril  Martin,  James  Aney,  jr., 

Joseph  Strout,  jr.,  Francis  Davis, 

Johu  Burrill,  Joseph  Bowditch, 

Nathaniel  Foster,  Ozias  Budington, 

Wm.  Morrill,  Timothy  Wightman, 


Bzra  Drew^ 
Richard  Girdler, 


Elisha  Beckwith. 


An  Act  for  the  better  regulation  and  goYernment  of 
ixee  negroes  and  persons  of  color,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House 
of  R^msenUUives  now  met  and  sitting  in  Geneirol 
Assembly,  and  by  the  authority  of  ihe  same,  That, 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  no  free 
negro,  or  person  of  color,  who  shall  leave  this 
State,  shall  be  suffered  to  return ;  and  every  per- 
son who  shall  offend  herein,  shall  be  liable  to  the 
penalties  of  the  act,  passed  on  the  twentieth  day 
of  December,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty,  entitled  '^An  act  to  restraiB 
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Colored  Seamen  in  the  Pari  of  CharUdon, 


the  emancipation  of  slaves,  and  to  prevent  free 
persons  of  color  from  entering  into  the  Scate,  and 
for  other  purposes." 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  afore" 
eaidj  That  every  free  male  negro,  or  person  of 
color,  between  the  age  of  fifteen  and  fift,y  years, 
within  this  Slate,  who  may  not  be  a  native  of 
said  State,  or  shall  not  have  resided  therein  five 
years  next  preceding  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall 
pay  a  tax  of  fifty  dollars  per  annum;  and,  in  case 
said  tax  shall  not  be  paid,  the  said  free  male  per- 
son of  color  shall  be  subject  to  the  penalties  of  the 
act  against  free  persons  of  color  coming  into  this 
State,  passed  on  the  twentieth  day  of  December, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty. 

And  be  it  furt&r  enacted  by  the  atUhority  aforeeaid, 
That,  if  any  vessel  shall  come  into  any  port  or 
harbor  of  this  State,  from  any  other  State  or  for- 
eign port,  having  on  board  any  free  negroes,  or 
persons  of  color,  as  cooks,  stewards,  mariners,  or 
in  any  other  employment  on  board  said  vessels, 
such  tree  negroes  or  persons  of  color  shall  be  lia- 
ble to  be  seized  and  confined  in  jail  until  said 
vessel  shall  clear  out  and  depart  from  this  State : 
and  that,  when  said  vessel  is  ready  to  sail,  the 
captain  of  said  vessel  shall  be  bound  to  carry 
away  the  said  free  ne^ro,  or  person  of  color,  and 
pay  the  expenses  of  his  detention ;  and  in  case  of 
his  neglect  or  refusal  so  to  do,  he  shall  be  liable  to 
be  indicted,  and,  on  conviction  thereof,  shall  be 
fined  in  a  sum  not  less  chan  one  thousand  dollars, 
and  imprisoned  not  less  than  two  months;  and 
such  free  negroes,  or  persons  of  color,  shall  be 
deemed  and  taken  as  absolute  slaves,  and  sold  in 
conformit]r  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  passed  on 
the  twentieth  day  of  December,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty,  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  sheriff  of  Charleston  district,  and  each 
and  every  other  sherifi'of  this  State,  shall  be  em- 
powered and  specially  enjoined  to  carry  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  into  efiect,  each  of  which  shall 
be  entitled  to  one  moiety  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  all  the  free  negroes  and  persons  of  color 
that  may  happen  to  be  sold  under  the  provisions 
of  the  foregoing  clause:  Provided^  The  prosecu- 
tion be  had  at  his  information. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  c^oreeaid. 
That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  harbor  master  of 
the  port  of  Charleston  district  to  report  to  the 
sheriff  of  Charleston  the  arrival  of  all  free  negroes, 
or  free  persons  of  color,  who  may  arrive  on  board 
any  vessel  coming  into  the  harbor  of  Charleston 
from  any  other  Slate  or  foreign  port. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  avthorUy  aforesaid^ 
That,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  it 
shall  be  altogether  unlawful  for  any  person  or 
persons  to  hire  of  any  male  slave  or  slaves  his  or 
their  time;  and  in  case  any  male  slave  or  slaves 
be  so  permitted  by  their  owner  or  owners,  to  hire 
out  their  own  time,  labor,  or  service,  the  said 
slave  or  slaves  shall  be  liable  to  seizure  and  for- 
feiture, in  the  same  manner  as  has  been  hereto- 
fore enacted,  in  the  act  in  the  case  of  slaves  com- 
ing in  this  State,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the 
same. 


And  be  ii  further  enfuied  by  ike 
That,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  Jooe 
every  free  male  negro,  mulatto,  or  mostizo. 
this  State,  above  the  age  of  fifteen  yeirs,siiat 
compelled  to  have  a  guardian,  who  shall  be  si 
spectable  freeholder  of  the  district  is  whieh 
free  negro,  mulatto,  or  mustizo,  shall  resiik. 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  guardian  to  p 
fore  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  the  said  dt 
and  before  him  signify  his  acceptance  of  the  i 
in  writing ;  and  at  the  same  time  he  shall  r. 
the  clerk  aforesaid  his  certifiemte,  that  t& 
negro,  mulatto,  or  mustizo,  for  whom  he  b; 
dian,  is  of  good  character  and  correct 
which  acceptance  and  certificate  shall  ben 
in  the  said  office  by  the  clerk,  who  shall 
for  the  same  fifty  cents;  and  if  any  free  malf 
gro,  mulatto,  or  mustizo,  shall  be  onaUeU) 
form  to  the  requisition  of  this  act,  theo,  v, 
that  case,  such  person  or  persons  shall  be 
with  as  this  act  directs  for  persons  of  color  c 
ing  into  this  State  contrary  to  law;  ui 
amount  of  sales  shall  be  divided*-one  hilf  ttl 
informer,  and  the  other  half  for  the  use  of  ( 
State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
That,  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  coimseL 
or  hire,  any  uave  or  slaves,  free  negroes,  or . 
sons  of  color,  to  raise  a  rebellion  or  inson?:! 
within  this  State,  whether  any  rebellion  or  :£ 
rection  do  actually  take  place  or  not,  efenr 
person  or  persons,  on  conviction  thereof,  sbi 
adjudged  felons,  and  suffer  death  withoo*. 
benefit  of  clergy. 

And  be  itfkrUier  enacted  by  tke  authority 
That  the  Commissioners  of  the  Cross  Ros: 
Charleston  Neck   be,  and   they  are  hereby' 
clared  to  be.  Justices  of  the  Peace,  ex-officj^ 
that  part  of  the  parish  of  St«  Philip's  witbcK^t 
corporate  limits  of  Charleston,  for  all 
except  for  the  trial  of  causes,  small  and  mm 

In  the  Senate  House,  on  the  twenty-first  a\ 
December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  oDetrj 
and  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  and 
forty-seventh  year  of  the  Independence 
United  States  of  America. 

JACOB  B.  I'ON, 

Pre9identofthe&vi\ 

PATRICK  NOBLE, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre&iUii:^:^ 


An  Act  to  establish  a  oompetant  force  to  act  ai  1 1 
nicipal  guard,  for  the  protection  of  ChaiksiKl 
its  vicinity. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  honorable  the  Senette  atd 
of  RepresentaHoee  now  met  and  eUHng  in  Gmi^\ 
semUy,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  eame^  That  it  ' 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  board  hereinaftfri 
to  engage  a  number,  not  exceeding  oof 
dred  and  fifty  men,  to  oe  embodied  as  a  mm 
guard,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  guard  aad  r^^ 
the  district  between  the  lines,  and  to  the  0 
Roads,  when  necessary,  on  Charleston  Ne(^ 
the  southern  extremity  of  the  city,  betweeo  M 
ley  and  Cooper  rivers,  by  patrols  and  sefitiset> 
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all  times,  by  day  and  night,  as  the  necessity  may 
require,  ana  shall  furnish  any  number  ot  men 
which  the  police  of  Charleston,  or  the  magistrates 
on  Charleston  Neck,  may  require,  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  peace  and  the  public  security,  in  the  same 
maoDer  as  the  city  ^uard  of  Charleston  are  used  to 
do ;  and  shall  carry  mto  effect  the  laws  of  the  State 
aod  the  city  ordinances  for  the  government  of  ne- 
groes and  tree  persons  of  color ;  but  the  members 
of  said  corps  shall  have  no  military  power  over  the 
white  inhabitants  of  the  State. 

And  be  it  JMher  enacted  by  the  authority  q/oTe- 
«>td,  That  the  land  and  buildings  now  used  as  the 
tobacco  inspection,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
inrrsted  in  the  board  hereinafter  constituted,  and 
their  successors  forever,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
fortified  as  an  arsenal  and  guard-house,  for  the  use 
of  the  municipal  guard  herein  constituted :  Pro- 
9ided^  That  the  same  shall  revert  to  the  State,  if 
used  for  any  other  purposes. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afbre" 
»idy  That  the  land  on  which  the  lines  on  Charles- 
ton Neck  are  located,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  invested  in  the  board  herein  constituted, 
and  their  successors  in  office,  who  shall  sell  the 
aune  in  the  most  advantaj^us  manner,  and  applv 
(he  proceeds  to  the  erection  of  the  suitable  buuu- 
iogs,  on  the  site  of  the  tobacco  inspection,  for  an 
irsenal,  for  the  deposite  of  the  arms  of  the  State, 
ind  a  guard-house,  and  for  the  use  of  the  said  mu- 
nicipal guard. 

And  h  itflurther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  municipal  guard,  aforesaid,  may  be  en- 
listed for  any  term  not  exceeding  five  years,  and 
shall  be  governed  by  the  rules  and  articles  of  the 
United  Slates  Army,  except  that  no  punishment 
shall  extend  to  life  or  limb ;  and  if,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Attorney  General,  4t  shall  be  necessary,  the 
assent  of  Congress  shall  be  requested  to  the  pro- 
TisioDs  of  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  of 
laid  guard,  a  tax  of  ten  dollars  snail  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  imposed^  on  ail  houses  within  the 
limits  so  guarded,  inhabited  by  negroes  or  persons 
of  color,  as  tenants ;  also,  a  tax  of  ten  dollars  upon 
>ii  free  male  negroes,  or  persons  of  color,  who  ex- 
ercise any  mechanical  trade  within  the  above  lim- 
its; who  shall  receive  a  license,  which  shall  en- 
core until  the  first  day  of  January  next  succeeding 
its  date,  from  the  tax  collector  of  St.  Philip's  and 
^t.  Michael's,  and  shall  then  pay  said  tax.  And 
uy  such  person,  who  shall  exercise  his  trade  with- 
(Hit  complying  with  this  law.  shall  forfeit  one  hun- 
dred dollars — half  to  the  informer,  and  the  rest  to 
tile  5upport  of  said  guard ;  to  be  recovered  in  any 
court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  by  action  of  debt; 
also,  a  tax,  not  exceeding  twenty-five  per  cent. 
Upon  the  general  tax,  upon  all  propertv  within  the 
limits  aforesaid,  to  be  assessed  by  the  board  herein 
coQstitut«l :  all  which  taxes  shall  be  collected  by 
the  tax  collector  of  St.  Philip's  and  St.  Michael's, 
in  the  same  manner  as  other  taxes,  and  shall  be 
paid  to  the  board  herein  constituted,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defraying  the  expenses  of  sa id  guard.  And 
^  persons  liable  to  any  of  the  above  taxes,  shall, 


when  he  makes  his  return,  swear  that  the  same 
contains  a  full  and  true  account  of  all  property 
held  in  his  own  riffht,  or  otherwise  subject  to  the 
above  taxes ;  and  the  assessor  shall  make  diligent 
inquiry  of  all  houses  liable  to  said  tax. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  Brigadier  General  of  the  4th  brigade, 
and  the  officers  thereof,  the  Intendant  and  Wa^r- 
dens  of  the  city  of  Charleston,  and  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Cross  Roads  on  Charleston  Neck,  shall 
constitute  a  board,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  this 
act  into  full  efiect ;  appointing  and  displacing  the 
officers  of  the  guard,  and  generally,  performing 
all  acts  necessary  and  proper  to  effectuate  the  in- 
tention of  this  act;  and  make  and  establish  all 
rules  and  orders  relative  to  said  guard,  not  incon- 
sistent with  the  laws  of  the  land. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authorUy  afore- 
said, That  when,  in  the  opinion  of  the  said  board, 
the  said  guard  is  sufficiently  organized  to  secure 
Charleston  and  the  Neck,  the  present  city  guard 
shall  be  abolished;  and  the  inhabitants  within 
said  district  shall  not  be  liable  to  patrol  duty :  but 
any  military  force  necessary  shall  be  ordered  on 
duty  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  militia. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  all  enlistments  shall  be  conditioned ;  that  no 
enlisted  man  shall  vote  at  any  city  or  State  elec- 
tion ;  and  any  offender  shall  be  liable  to  dismissal, 
and  forfeiture  of  all  pay  and  clothing. 
In  the  Senate  House,  on  the  twenty-first  day  of 
December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundrea  and  twenty-two,  and  in  the 
forty-seventh  year  of  the  Independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

JACOB  B.  TON. 

President  ofilu  Senate, 
PATRICK  NOBLE, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


ARMING  THE  MILITIA. 

Letter  of  Colonel  Bomfard,  on  Ordnance  duty,  to  the 
Secrdary  of  War,  relative  to  the  number  of  arm 
required  annually  to  supply  the  Militia  of  the  West. 
February  24,  1823. 

Ordnance  Department,  Jan,  8,  1823. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
of  the  23d  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that 
"  the  number  of  arms  annually  required  to  supply 
the  militia  of  the  West,"  is  estimated  at  3,500  mus- 
kets. This  estimate  is  founded  upon  the  followmg 
considerations,  viz:  the  annual  appropriation  ot 
<J200,000  for  arming  and  equipping  the  militia,  it 
is  estimated,  will  insure  a  product  of  14,000  mas- 
kets  annually,  and  defray  all  the  incidental  ex- 
penses of  inspecting,  packing  boxes,  carriage  to 
the  arsenals,  and  transportation  to  the  respective 
States  and  Territories.  That  number  of  muskets, 
or  other  arms  equivalent  thereto,  is  therefore  re- 
quired for  annual  distribution  to  the  whole  body 
of  the  militia  of  the  United  States;  and  it  is  a- 
timated  that  one-fourth  of  that  number,  3,500,  will 
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be  required  for  the  militia  of  the  West.  This  pro- 
portion is  founded  upon  the  consideration,  that 
such  of  the  Western  States  and  Territories,  which 
would  be  supplied  from  the  Western  armory,  con- 
tain one-fourth  of  the  entire  population  of  the 
United  States. 

To  ascertain  "the  probable  number. of  arms 
necessary  to  be  placed  in  the  military  deposites 
located  on  the  Western  waters,"  the  following 
facts  and  views  are  respectfully  submitted : 

The  total  number  of  arms,  in  good  order  for 
service,  now  deposited  in  the  several  depots  of  the 
United  States,  is  as  follow,  viz : 

Muskets 268,890 

Rifles 20,689 

Pistols 34,859 

Cavalry  sabres       ....  25,062 

Artillery  swords     ....  7,762 

Total  number  in  all  the  depots       -    357,262 


Of  the  foreffoing,  the  following  are  deposited  in 

the  depots  of  the  West,  includmg  at  Pittsburg, 
viz: 

Muskets 35,968 

Rifles 6,201 

Pistols 10,654 

Cavalry  sabres       ....  10,567 

Artillery  swords     ....  2,464 

Total  number  in  the  Western  depots  65,854 


If  the  principle  assumed  with  respect  to  arms 
for  the  militia  be  taken  in  this  case  also,  viz.,  that 
the  general  stock  of  arms  in  the  country  should 
be  distributed  to  the  principal  sections  of  it,  in  a 
ratio  proportionate  to  the  population  of  each,  it  will 
appear  that  the  Western  depots  now  require  about 
23,500  stands,  to  give  them  a  due  proportion  of  the 
general  stock.  If  this  calculation  be  applied  to 
muskets  alone,  which  is  the  principal  arms,  the 
deflciency  in  the  Western  depots  will  appear  to  be 
about  31,000. 

The  average  number  of  arms  which  are  manu- 
factured annually,  under  the  provisions  of  existing 
laws,  may  be  estimated  as  follows,  viz : 

The  product  of  the  two  National  armories   24,000 
Made  by  individuals,  on  contracts  for  sup- 
plying the  militia,  under  the  law  of  1808   14,000 

Total  number  now  made  annually    -   38,000 


One-fourth  of  which  is  9,500;  which  number,  it 
18  conceived,  should  be  transported  to  the  West, 
and  deposited  in  the  Western  depots  annually. 

There  has  been  transported,  trom  the  Atlantic 
States  to  the  Western  States  and  Territories,  from 
1812  to  1822,  both  years  incldsive;  the  following 
number  and  description  of  arms,  viz : 

Musketo 49,500 

Rifles 6,878 

Pistols 13,990 

Cavalry  sabres         ....  12J200 


Artillery  swords 
Carbines 


Total  number  transported  to  the  West, 
during  11  years    .        -        -       -  65.41? 

Equal  to  an  annual  average  number  of  IX: 

From  the  foregoing  statements  it  results,  du: 
between  seven  and  eight  thousand  stands  of  m 
have  been  annually  transported  to  the  West,  »iie 
the  commencement  of  the  late  war;  that  atc< 
twenty-five  thousand  stands  are  now  oeccsarr : 
be  transported  thither,  in  order  to  give  the  Wcr 
ern  depots  a  due  supply ;  and  that,  to  keep  opUi. 
supply,  nearly  ten  thousand  stands  must  be  as^ir 
ally  sent  there  hereafter. 

The  amount  which  has  been  paid  for  transpcr- 
in^  arms  to  the  West,  cannot  be  accurttelra.^:?- 
tained.  Heretofore  the  cost  of  transportation  b 
been  estimated  at  one  dollar  per  stand,  which  w 
probably  correct.  But  it  is  believed  thai  ovjz 
to  the  present  improved  state  of  the  roads,  m'Ji 
general  reduction  of  prices,  arms  can  now  betic^ 
ported  for  seventy-five  cents  each. 

'*  The  probable  cost  of  manufacturing  ants  :c  'Ji 
West,"  may  be  stated  to  be  the  same  is  tl^c^ 
of  the  arms  made  at  the  armories  now  t^ 
lished.  Iron  from  the  same  works  which  ss;f 
the  armory  at  Harper's  Ferry,  can  be  ddireres  s 
any  point  on  the  Ohio  river,  for  the  same  p» 
which  are  paid  at  Harper's  Ferry.  Pit  coaled 
coal,  and  gun  stocks,  can  be  procured  in  the  We< 
upon  much  better  terms  than  at  either  of  thf  pn" 
ent  armories.  Other  articles  would  cost  wfSf  d 
the  West  than  in  the  Atlantic  States. 

The  wages  of  workmen,  which  forms  itrt 
two- thirds  of  the  cost  of  the  arms,  may  be  ^^ 
to  be  as  low,  at  least,  i»  the  Wes^  as  oa  tk^- 
board ;  for,  it  may  be  presumed  that  labor  n 
eventually  be  cheapest  where  subsistence  usjs 
abundant  and  cheapesL 

The  probable  cost  of  erecting,  at  tbisiia^^ 
the  '^  Western  waters,  such  an  armory  as  Uiais 
Haruer's  Ferry  or  Springfield,*'  may  be  estisi  ti 
at  $200,000,  including  the  purchase  of  mkz^ 
seats,  and  the  erection  of  mill-daoiK,  baildiofNt^ 
machinery.  This  cost,  however,  will  depesd  ^ 
terially  upon  the  convenience  and  fitness  d  ^ 
sites  which  may  be  selected. 

It  would  require  about  three  years  to  erect ^^ 
an  establishment.  During  the  first  year,  link  o^ 
could  be  done  than  to  select  the  positioo,  asi  e 
make  preparatorv  arrangements  tor  a  soppif^ 
building  materials.  The  sites  could  not  be » 
amined  advantageously  until  late  in  the  Som^ 
when  the  waters  are  low ;  the  season  wonid  ^ 
be  too  far  advanced  to  commence  building.  i'<^ 
estimated  that  thirty  thousand  dollars  woal^* 
sufficient  for  the  expenditures  of  the  first  yea:. 

In  reference  to  the  expediency  or  inexpedient: 
of  establishing  an  additional  armory,  it  mi; ' 
proper  to  state,  that  muskets  belonging  to  the  tv 
ted  States,  at  the  commencement  of  the  late^ 
have  been  estimated  at  upwards  of  two  hoa^ 
thousand  stands,  and  that  the  number  d  mo^ 
manufactured  during  the  war  was  aboot  &^. 
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thousand.  At  the  close  of  the  year  1814,  scarcely 
twenty  thousand  stands  remained  in  the  arsenals, 
and  eteav  efforts  were  made  to  procure  an  addi- 
tioaai  supply.  Had  the  war  continued  another 
year,  the  deficiency  of  arms  would  have  occasioned 
the  most  emharrassing  consequences. 

From  this  statement,  it  appears  that  at  least 
(WO  buDdred  and  forty  thousand  muskets  were  ex- 
pended durinff  the  late  war;  a  quantity  nearly 
approaching  the  number  now  on  hand,  as  stated 
in  a  former  part  of  this  report.  Thus,  it  is  seen, 
that  nearly  eiffht  years  of  peace  hare  been  required 
to  make  good  losses  occasioned  by  a  war  of  less 
than  three  years'  duration. 

The  great  extent  of  seacoast  and  inland  fron- 
tier, necessary  to  be  defended  in  time  of  war,  will 
render  large  distributions  of  arms  to  the  militia 
and  other  new  raised  troops  indispensable ;  and  it 
is  reasonable  to  presume,  as  well  from  past  experi- 
ence as  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  that  our  re- 
sources will  sooner  fail  in  this  respect  than  in  any 
other  of  our  military  supplies.  And,  as  so  mucn 
time  is  required  to  put  into  full  operation  an  es- 
tablishment for  the  manufacture  of  arms  upon  a 
large  scale,  it  will  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  Gov- 
ernment on  a  sudden  emergency,  to  increase  yery 
materiallv  the  supply. 

If  it  snould  be  decided  to  establish  an  armory 
in  the  Western  country,  it  would  be  adrisable  to 
adrance  it  gradually,  until  it  reached  the  extent 
of  the  present  national  armories.  Five  or  six 
years  would  be  required  for  this  purpose,  because 
a  sofficient  number  of  experienced  workmen  could 
not  be  procured  in  a  shorter  period,  without  ma- 
^ialJy  deranging  the  operation  of  the  armories 
BOW  establish^. 

The  total  annual  product  of  arms,  with  an  ad- 
ditional armory  upon  a  scale  equal  to  the  present, 
Bay  be  estimated  as  follows,  viz : 

Three  national  armories,  twelve  thousand  dollars 
each 936,000 

The  appropriation  for  arming  and  equip- 
ping the  militia  14,000 


Total 


-9^0,000 


I  bafe  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

GEORGE  BOMFORD, 

LUut,  Col.  on  Ordnance  Duty, 
The  Hon.  J.  C.  Calboun. 


MANUFACTURERS'  MEMORIAL. 

^0  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Repre' 
feniativei  of  the  United  States  in  Congreae  as- 

iembied: 

The  memorial  of  the  Board  of  Manufactures 
w  the  Pennsylvania  Society,  for  the  encoura^e- 
i&cQt  of  American  Manufactures,  respectfully 
Jhoweth : 

That  it  is  with  extreme  reluctance  we  feel  con- 

Krained,  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  ourselves  and  to 

ow  common  country,  to  undertake  to  prove,  that 

17th  Con.  2d  Sbsb.- 


the  existing  tariff  of  the  United  States  is  unjust, 
oppressive,  partial^  and  impolitic,  and  loudly  calls 
for  a  radical  revision  and  correction. 

1.  We  believe  it  unjust  and  oppressive — 

Because  it  taxes  necessaries  of  life  most  exor- 
bitantly high,  some  of  them  used  exclusively  by 
the  poor,  and  admits  at  low  duties,  comforts,  con- 
veniences, and  luxuries,  used  chiefly  and  some  of 
them  exclusively  by  the  rich. 

If  this  be  proved,  as  we  hope,  will  be  the  case, 
we  fondlv  flatter  ourselves,  that  enlightened  citi- 
zens of  all  classes,  paying  due  regard  to  their  own 
honor,  and  that  of  their  country,  will  not  only  not 
oppose  a  revision  and  correction  of  it,  but  unite  in 
the  accomplishment  of  that  object. 

The  duty  on  molasses  is  about  forty-two  per 
cent. ;  on  bohea  tea.  one  dollar  and  twenty  cents ; 
on  souchong,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  ;  on  brown 
sugar,  one  dollar ;  and  on  salt,  about  one  dollar 
and  eighty  cents.  These  are  all  necessaries  of 
life.  Three  of  them  are  used  exclusively  by  the 
I>oor,  and,  according  to  the  practice  of  wise  na- 
tions, and  the  dictates  of  reason,  common  sense, 
and  justice,  ou^ht  to  be  admitted  at  low  duties. 
The  rich,  deriving  far  more  advantage  than  th# 
poor  from  the  protection  of  Government,  and  be- 
ing able  to  contribute  incomparably  more  in  pro- 
portion to  their  means,  ought  to  be  taxed  accord- 
ingly. It  would,  therefore,  be  unjust,  even  were 
the  duties  equal  on  both.  What  decision,  then, 
must  be  passed  on  a  system  which  taxes  the  poor 
ten,  fifteen,  and  twenty-fold  higher  than  the  rich, 
and  will  appear  clear  as  the  noon  day  sun  from 
the  following  detail  ?  Gold  and  silver  plate,  jew- 
els, lace,  lace  veils,  watches,  &c.,  pay  but  seven 
and  a  half  per  cent,  duty;  clocks,  silks,  satins, 
cambric  linens,  bombazetb.  tartan  plaids,  gauzes, 
and  Canton  crapes,  but  fifteen  per  cent. ;  china, 
elegant  cutlery,  girandoles,  and  lustres,  but  twenty 
per  cent. :  aod  plated  ware,  fine  muslin,  and  ker- 
seymere, broadcloth.  Cashmere  and  merino  shawls, 
Brussels  carpets,  dbc.,  but  twenty-five  per  cent. 

We  respectfully  solicit  your  most  serious  con- 
sideration to  this  exhibit,  bein^  persuaded  that  the 
tariff  of  no  nation  in  the  civilized  world  affords 
a  more  striking  picture  of  oppression  of  the  poor — 
partiality  to  the  rich — or  violation  of  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  sound  legislation.  It  appears 
that  one  hundred  dollars  worth  of  salt  pays  as 
much  duty  as  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars 
worth  of  firusseb  carpets,  nine  hundred  dollars, 
worth  of  girandoles  or  porcelain,  or  twenty-four 
hundred  dollars  worth  of  plate. 

2.  The  tariff  is  partial  in  the  extreme. 

A  wealthy  sugar  planter,  with  an  annual  in- 
come of  three,  four,  five,  or  ten  thousand  dollars, 
is.  as  appears  above,  protected  in  his  bulky  staple, 
or  which  the  freight  is  very  high,  by  a  duty  of  one 
hundred  per  cent. ;  the  tobacco  planter,  by  duties 
all  but  prohibitory ;  the  cotton  planter  by  a  duty  of 
ahirty-seven  and  a  half  per  cent. ;  and  the  farmer, 
by  a  duty  of  thirty-three  per  cent,  on  hemp,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  per  cent,  on  cheese,  and  by 
duties  averajging  about  one  hundred  per  cent,  on 
foreign  spirits,  to  protect  him  in  the  market  for 
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his  ^rain  for  distillation,  and  in  the  sale  of  his 
rye  and  apple  whiskey,  and  peach  brandy,  while 
all  manufactures  of  flax  are  admitted  at  fifteen 

Ser  cent. ;  the  great  mass  of  those  of  iron,  steel, 
rass,  lead,  tin,  pewter,  china,  pottery,  and  stone, 
at  twenty  per  cent. ;  and  manufactures  of  cotton, 
(at  or  above  twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard,) 
wool,  and  copper,  at  twenty-five  per  cent. 

We  respecttuUy  invite  your  attention  to  the  pre- 
cedinff  view,  and  feel  confident  that  the  extreme 
partiality  of  these  features  of  the  tariff  will  not 
De  controverted. 

3.  The  tariff  is  viani/estly  impolitic. 
It  is  a  maxim  in  political  economy,  consonant 
with  the  practice  of  the  wisest  statesmen,  to  admit 
raw  materials,  whereon  the  industry  of  a  nation 
may  be  employed,  and  whereby  its  wealth  and 
prosperity  may  be  promoted,  either  absolutely  duty 
free,  or  on  easy  terms.  This  maxim  we  hav« 
ourselves  adopted  in  parts  of  our  tariff,  witness 
hides,  furs,  block  tin,  &c.,  imported  duty  free.  But 
in  other  cases,  the  duty  on  the  cumbersome  raw 
material  is  equal,  and  in  some  nearlv  double  that 
of  the  manu&ctured  article.  Flax  falls  under  the 
irst  description  ;  cotton  and  hemp,  under  the  sec- 
ond. Flax,  which,  from  its  bulk,  is  subject  to 
considerable  freight,  pays  fifteen  per  cent.  Linens 
of  every  kind,  fine  and  coarse,  Russia  diapers, 
damasks,  thread  stockings,  and  all  other  articles 
made  of  flax,  as  above  stated,  pay  only  the  same 
duty.  Cotton  pays  thirty-seven  and  a  half  per 
cent.  duty.  Whereas  cotton  stockings  pay  but 
twenty ;  and  fine  manufactures  of  cotton  twenty- 
five.  Hemp  pays  a  duty  equal  to  thirty-three  per 
cent.  But  hempen  cloth,  (except  Russia  and 
German  linens,  Russia  and  Holland  duck,)  pays 
only  twenty ;  Russia  duck  sixteen  ;  and  Ravens 
duck  twenty-five  per  cent.  To  this  part  of  our 
system,  there  are  two  e<}ually  strong  objections. 
It  is  as  partial  as  impolitic. 

We  now  proceed  to  notice  some  of  the  objec- 
tions to  an  alteration  of  the  tariflf. 

1.  Extortion. 

The  clamor  raised,  and  the  hostility  and  other 
angry  passions  excited  against  the  manufacturers, 
ia  lbl6,  for  alleged  extortion  during  the  war, 
wliich  was  the  principal  cause  of  their  being 
abandoned  in  the  succeeding  years  to  the  ruin  in 
wliieh  they  were  overwhelmed,  requires  serious 
consideration,  as  the  same  feelings  and  prejudices 
still  prevail  in  certain  quarters,  generating  jeal- 
ousy and  alienation  between  fellow-citixens,  who, 
having  one  common  interest,  ought  to  regard  each 
other  with  kindly  sentiments.  We  hope  to  prove 
the  accusation  undeserving  of  notice.  We  single 
out,  (as  has  been  frequently  done  heretofore  in 
vain.)  the  article  of  superfine  broad  cloth,  which 
is  a  fair  example.  Other  articles  will  stand  or  fall 
with  it.  That  species  of  cloth  was  sold  before  the 
war  for  seven  or  eight  dollars — and  was  raised 
during  the  war  to  twelve,  thirteen,  and  fourteen. 
This  was  regarded  as  an  instance  of  base  extortion, 
and  was  the  grand  foundation  of  the  obloquy  then 
cast  on  manufacturers.    But  the  fact  was  never 


brought  into  notice,  that  Merino  wool  wis  aoU 

f previously  to  the  war  at  seventy-five  ceob  pn 
b. — and  raised  in  1814  to  three  and  four  dollar*. 
The  extortion,  if  any,  was  therefore  on  the  pano; 
the  sellers  of  the  wool — and  not  on  that  d  'if 
manufacturers  of  the  cloth— as  it  is  susceptible  af 
complete  demonstration,  that  the  per  centigf  :>: 
profit  was  less  on  the  high  than  on  the  low  pncf* 
cloth. 

But  this  accusation  could  not  comewiuittt 
least  propriety  from  anv  other  class  of  socten 
as  at  that  period  they  all  enhanced  their  pncess 
proportion  as  the  demand  rose.  The  mcrciiu^ 
on  the  declaration  of  war,  raised  the  prices  of  U 
eign  articles,  in  many  cases,  sixty,  seve&()\aii 
one  hundred  per  cent.  In  the  year  1816,  win 
as  we  have  stated,  this  clamor  was  excited,  ui 
when  its  operation  was  so  severely  felt,  sgnci^ 
tural  products  underwent  a  great  rise.  hlS:; 
cotton  was  thirteen  cents  per  lb. ;  in  1816,  it  -v 
to  twenty-seven  ;  in  1815,  wheat  was  one  dbtb 
and  twentv-five  cents  per  bushel;  in  1816, u^^ 
to  one  doUar  and  seventy-five  cents.  Bm  » 
case  of  tobacco  is  far  more  strong  and  auiki^ 
and  entitled  to  more  weight,  fiom  the  coBaom 
lion  that  among  the  most  ardent  accusers  of  ai 
manufacturers,  were  to  be  found  some  pnmuii 
citizens  almost  wholly  engaged  in  tobacco  piac 
ing.  Tobacco  in  1815,  according  to  theTtoian 
returns,  was  only  ninety-six  dollars  per  'id. 
whereas  it  rose  in  1816  to  one  hundred  and  e^( 
five  dollars.  This  is  a  rise,  which,  under  dd  <^-: 
cumstances,  has  ever  taken  place  with  mndt 
tures,  and  must  settle  the  question  for  ever  }&*.' 
mind  of  every  honorable  member  of  societr. 


-.1 


2.  ''  Trade  mUl  regvJaU  itsd/J'  ''Lettudm. 
it  wrong  for  Government  to  inkffere  mU  ^ 
pumits  or  oapUal.^^  '^  Capital  witf  alvap  p^  " 
most  beneficial  mode  of  employment/* 

Whenever  application  has  been  made  to  Ck 
gress  for  an  increase  of  the  duties  on  ioi^ 
merchandise,  Chambers  of  Commerce  in  diJH' 
cities  have  used  great  exertions  to  prev«itiiia^ 
and  have  presented  petitions,  memorials,  ao<!  ^ 
monstrances,  against  the  measure,  on  the  grot^ 
that  "  trade  would  regulate  itself,"  and  tha:  "> 
ought  to  be  let  alone."  This  course,  we  are  i*^' 
to  say,  for  the  honor  of  our  country,  wis  pai^ 
with  great  zeal  and  ardor,  even  in  the  yetrs  IS)- 
1818,  and  1819,  when  desolation  and  destroettc 
pursued  the  manufacturers,  who  were  in  vaiD»^^ 
gling  under  all  the  disadvantages  of  ineipenf£'> 
want  of  skill,  and  slender  capitals;  aod  w!k: 
nothing  was  wanting  but  the  powerful  protct'-^ 
of  the  Government,  to  foster  their  establishffls 
to  a  maturity  of  strength  which  woold  bid  ^'^ 
nnce  to  foreign  rivalship.  Yet,  by  a  straJ^^'' 
consistency,  these  very  Chamben  of  Com«D«. 
were  seen,  sometimes  in  the  same  session,  pra^^ 
for  counteractions,  restrictions,  and  exclusior.'> 
foreign  tonnage,  as  well  as  for  special  fa-'' 
for  "  the  regulation  of  trade."  Our  statute  \ ' 
abounds  with  acts  of  the  most  exclui^ire  an^ 
strictive  character  in  favor  of  our  mercbat^^ 
always  sought  for  when  in  any  way  oecesiO. 
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d  always  granted  when  sought  for.  The  sec- 
d  act  passed  by  Congress,  at  its  first  session, 
d  this  object  in  view ;  and  it  never  has  been 
tt  si^ht  of  since.  We  are,  therefore,  warranted 
saying  that,  "  let  us  alone,"  in  the  mercantile 
iguage,  strictly  means  to  let  the  merchants  im- 
rt  and  export  whatever  may  sait  their  purposes, 
w  pernicious  soever  it  may  be  to  the  general 
(Ifare,  or  to  the  industry  or  happiness  of  any 
iss  of  their  fellow-citizens.  But  when  their 
erests  require  it,  the  ^Met-us-alone  policy"  is 
d  aside,  and  Gk)vemment  is  loudlv  called  on 
interfere  for  their  protection.  We  instance, 
m  the  great  mass  of  this  description,  the  law 
peeling  plaster  of  paris — and  those  to  coun- 
act  the  colonial  laws  of  Qreat  Britain,  and  the 
ligation  laws  of  France.  We  would  ask,  and 
would  be  found  difficult,  without  condemning 
s  policy,  to  give  a  satisfactory  reply— why 
!  importation  of  ships  should  not  be  allowed 
low  duties,  to  destroy  the  art  of  ship  buildinff. 
1  blast  the  fortunes  of  the  ship-owners,  as  wdl 
that  of  cottons  or  woollens,  to  ruin  the  proprie- 
B  of  cotton  and  woollen  manufactories  ?  With 
lat  propriety  or  consistencjjr  did  the  same  Cham- 
s  of  Commerce  that  solicited  the  Government 
force  Qreat  Britun  to  relax  her  colonial  sys- 
)  for  their  advantage,  use  all  their  efforts  to  de- 
'  their  fellow-citizens  from  a  small  addition  to 
t  duty  on  ^oods  of  which  the  importation  was 
Noting  their  destruction  ?  Why,  in  one  word, 
Hild  oae  species  of  industry  and  one  class  of 
tzeos  be  protected  by  everv  kind  of  restriction 
tt  can  be  devised,  and  another  species  and  class 
subjected  to  the  overwhelming  competition  of 
eign  rivals  ? 

iVe  be^  leave  brieflv  to  state,  that  every  nation 
the  civilized  worlcl,  except  Holland  and  the 
tited  States,  imposes  heavy  duties  on,  or  actu- 
f  prohibits,  such  articles  as  interfere  with  or 
troy  the  domestic  industrv  of  the  country, 
le  four  greatest  nations  in  Europe  (Great  Brit- 
}  France,  Russia,  and  Austria)  have  systems 
mading  with  various  restrictions.  France  pro- 
tits  manufactures  of  steel,  brass,  copper,  wool- 
cloths,  wove  cotton  goods,  cotton  yarn,  watches, 
cks,  dLc.  The  prohibitions  in  the  Russian 
iff  amount  to  three  hundred  and  ten  articles, 
bracinff  the  important  manufactures  of  iron, 
5S,  steel,  copper,  wool,  leather,  silver,  glass,  flax, 
Dp,  aud  cotton.  England  prohibit  altogether 
ariety  of  articles,  and  imposes  a  duty  of  172 
cent,  on  printed  linens;  104  on  linen  sails ;  80 
glass;  and  75  on  China,  earthen-ware,  and 
Dufactures  of  leather,  skins,  and  furs.  Sev- 
y  or  eighty  enumerated  articles,  and  all  that 
I  not  enumerated,  pay  50  per  cent. 
^pain,  Portugal,  Prussia,  Denmark,  Sardinia, 
^eden,  Mexico,  and  Peru,  pursue  the  same  sys- 
3-  The  latter  subjects  to  double  duties  "  such 
icles  as  directly  prejudice  the  industry  of  the 
intrv — such  as  ready-made  clothes,  white  and 
ored  leather,  boots,  shoes,  chairs,  sofas,  tables, 
nmodes,  coaches,  calashes,  saddles,  and  other 
Qufactures  of  harness,  ironmongery  wax,  sper- 
ceti  and  tallow  candles." 


It  cannot  possibly  be  supposed  that  we  posfesa 
more  wisdom,  and  have  devised  a  more  perfect 
system,  than  the  oldest  and  most  prosperous  na- 
tions in  the  world.  But,  if  we  refuse  to  profit  by 
the  salutary  lessons  and  examples  of  the  rest  of 
the  civilized  world,  it  would  be  unwise  not  to 
profit  by  our  own  melancholy  experience. 

We  wish  to  recall  to  your  recollection  the  aw- 
ful scenes  of  1784, 1785, 1786, 1787.and  1788,  when 
intense  suffering  and  distress  stalked  throueh  the 
land;  when  tender  and  appraisement  and  stop- 
laws  disgraced  and  dishonored  the  statote-booka 
of  one-half  of  the  States  in  the  Union :  when 
civil  war  raised  its  bold  front  in  Massachusetts; 
and  when  our  citizens  were  disposed  to  donbt 
whether  all  the  boasted  blessings  of  the  Revolu- 
tion were  not  likely  to  vanish  "  like  the  baseless 
fabric  of  a  vision." 

To  what  was  this  shocking  state  of  thines  ow- 
ing,? To  extravagant  importations  of  foreign 
goods  alone,  whereby  we  were  drained  of  our  spe- 
cie ;  a  general  pardysis  produced ;  and  property 
of  every  kind  was  sacrificed  at  one-half,  one-third, 
or  one-fourth  of  its  former  value.  The  merchants 
who  were  then,  as  now,  in  favor  of  the  **  Ut^ns- 
alone  pUiey,^^  snfiered  in  the  general  wreck,  with 
the  rest  of  the  community. 

If  from  that  dreadful  period  we  direct  our  eyes 
to  the  disastrous  years  1816, 1817,  1818,  and  1819. 
when  so  much  distress  pervaded  the  land,  we  find 
the  same  causes  and  the  same  effects.  We  find 
that  to  the  extravagant  inoportations  of  1815  and 
1616  nearly  the  whole  or  the  sufferings  of  the 
country  may  be  as  fairly  traced  as  any  effect  what- 
ever to  its  proximate  cause.  Those  importations 
exceeded  our  means  of  payment  by  our  natural 
productions.  The  balance  was  paid  in  specie. 
The  banks  were  drained-^«ll  of  them  obliged  to 
press  on  their  customers — and  no  small  number 
to  suspend  specie  payments  altogether ;  and  thus 
bankruptcy  and  ruin  swallowed  up  thousands  of 
our  citizens,  particularly  in  1819.  In  this  case, 
as  in  the  former,  the  mercantile  class  largely  shared 
in  the  general  disasters. 

To  the  consequences  of  the  enormous  importa- 
tions of  the  present  year  we  look  with  the  most 
serious  apprehension.  They  so  far  exceed  the 
amount  ot  the  export  of  our  productions,  that, 
although  we  have  remitted  of  Government  and 
United  States  stock,  exclusive  of  stocks  of  various 
other  kinds,  within  the  year,  above  four  millions 
five  hundred  thousand  aollars — and  exported  six 
or  seyen  millions  of  specie  more  than  we  imported 
— we  still  have  not,  by  some  millions,  met  the 
demands  of  Europe  on  us  for  the  fiscal  year  re- 
cently closed. 

It  IS  an  important  truth,  demanding  the  most 
serious  and  solemn  consideration,  that  by  those 
extravagant  importations  we  hold  specie  pay- 
ments (so  vitally  important  to  the  character,  the 
morals,  the  happiness,  and  the  prasperity  of  the 
country)  by  a  very  precarious  tenure.  Whenever 
importation  greatly  exceeds  exportation,  the  bal- 
ance must  be  paid  in  specie ;  and  when  that  pay- 
ment goes  to  the  extent  it  reached  in  1784  and 
1785,  and  in  1815, 1816, 1817,  and  1818,  the  con- 
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sequences  in  all  future  times,  as  in  times  past, 
most  necessarily  be  tremendous. 

To  our  fatal  experience  of  the  ruinous  conse- 
quences of  extravagant  importations,  and  the  ne- 
cessity^ of  controlling  them  by  leg[islati7e  interpo- 
sition, we  can  add  that  of  Russia  and  Holland, 
which  ouffht  at  once  to  preclude  all  controversy 
on  this  subject^  and  to  settle  the  question  without 
appeal.  Russia,  which  had  prospered  for  a  se- 
ries of  years,  under  the  restrictive  system,  made  a 
total  change  early  in  1820,  abrogating  its  prohi- 
bitions and  greatly  reducing  its  duties.  The  con- 
sequences during  1820  and  1821,  were  fatal  to  its 
industry,  happiness,  wealth,  and  prosperity,  which 
were  most  dreadfully  impaired.  The  limits  of  a 
memorial  prohibit  entering  into  detail,  and  we 
shall  only  quote  the  pithy  statement  of  the  Rusn 
sian  Government,  dated  March  23, 1822,  when  the 
'^  let-US  alone  policy"  was  whouy  renounced — 
^'  agriculture  without  a  market — industry  without 
protection — languished  and  declined — specie  was 
exported,  and  the  most  solid  commercial  houses 
were  shaken."  The  whole  invaluable  document 
may  be  seen  in  our  gazettes. 

The  fiicts  of  this  case  are  immensely  important, 
and  ought  never  for  a  moment  to  be  disregarded 
by  our  statesmen.  Narrow  and  illiberal  views  of 
this  grand  subject  have  assumed  an  hostility  be- 
tween the  difllerent  classes  of  society,  and  sup- 
posed that  the  promotion  of  the  prosperity  of 
manufactures,  by  protecting  duties,  would  be  per- 
nicious to  agriculture  and  commerce.  Nothing 
can  possibly  be  more  foreign  from  the  truth.  Their 
interests  are  identified.  It  is  impossible  that  so 
great  a  national  branch  of  industry  as  that  of  the 
manufacturing  class  can  prosper  or  decay,  with- 
out the  other  oranches  enjoying  a  portion  of  the 
prosperity^  or  suffering  a  portion  of  the  decay.  In 
connrmation  of  this  plain  theory,  Russia  round, 
as  we  have  found  by  our  own  ratal  experience, 
that  although  by  opening  the  floodgates  to  foreign 
merchandise,  and  *'  buy  ins  goods  where  they  could 
be  had  cheapest,"  manufactures  and  manufactu- 
rers may  be  the  first  to  suffer,  yet  agriculture  and 
commerce  ultimately  partake  equally  in  the  dis- 
astrous consequences. 

Holland  is  at  present  writhing  under  the  con- 
sequences of  the  '<  let-US-alone  policy."  Her  tariff 
bears  the  saine  date  as  ours,  1816.  It  imposes 
very  light  duties.  Since  its  operation  commenced, 
her  finances  have  failed — ^her  industry  is  para- 
lyzed— real  estate  has  fallen  throughout  the  king- 
dom (except  at  the  Hague  and  in  Brussels)  one- 
third,  and  one-ninth  part  of  the  population  of  the 
most  industrious  country  in  the  world  is  actually 
dependent  on  public  support  for  a  living. 

in  every  other  science  but  political  economy, 
when  a  theory  is  broached,  it  is,  according  to  the 
dictates  of  reason  and  common  sense,  subjected 
to  the  test  of  experiment;  and  if  it  cannot  pass 
this  ordeal,  it  is  abandoned.  It  is  melancholy  to 
reflect,  that  in  the  grand  science  of  promoting  the 
happiness  and  prosperity  of  nations,  this  sound 
procedure  is  whollv  abandoned ;  and  that  so  many 
of  our  most  estimanle  citizens,  yielding  themselves 
to  plausible  but  delusive  theories,  shut  their  eyes 


to  the  deleterious  consequences  prodaced  in  S|ais, 
Portugal,  Ireland,  Poland,  Russia,  and  the  Unitcfl 
States,  by  the  '*  let-us-alone  policy,"  as  wdlssu 
the  incalculable  benefits  derived  by  Grett  Bhuii 
and  France,  and  the  vast  additions  to  th» 
"  wealth,  power,  and  resources,"  from  the  r^ 
strictive  system. 

3.  The  injustice  of  taxing  the  many  for  the  haap  ij 

the  few. 

This  phrase  has  been  so  often  reiterated  tbit 
many  ol  our  citizens  are  impressed  with  an  opr 
ion  tnat  the  manufacturers  are  bat  a  *^  fewr  ai-i 
form  a  very  '*  insignificant"  part  of  the  comsa- 
nity.  In  an  address  recently  delivered  by  a  oKBr 
her  of  an  agricultural  society,  which  has  memo- 
rialized  Congress  against  the  applications  of  th« 
manufacturers,  they  have  been  styled  '^thetoo^ 
insignificant  and  inconsiderable  mterest  in  this 
nation !"  We  deeply  regret  the  use  of  sock  \m 
language,  so  wholly  unlooked  for,  so  whoUrs- 
founded,  and  so  well  calculated  to  excite  irritit^ 
and  retaliation.  The  orator  must  have  been  f 
norant  of  the  fact,  that  this  ^*  most  insignicu: 
and  inconsiderable  interest"  actually  comprin 
in  the  eleven  old  States,  from  Maine  to  MiryN 
inclusive,  1.064,742  souls,  being  22  percnu' 
4,839,738,  the  total  population  of  those  Stttef: 
and  about  1,349,000  m  the  whole  Umon-beuif 
about  one-seventh  of  its  aggregate  popolttK^ 
The  manufacturers  "  purchase  from  their  agrks- 
tural  fellow-citizens  all  the  animal  food^aLibe 
breadstufis,  four-fifths  of  the  drink&  all  the  tMr 
her  except  mahogany,  one-third  of  the  snfar.ai: 
ninetv-nme  parts  in  one  hundred  of  the  tobitt: 
whicn  they  consume.  Moreover,  all  the  flu  >^ 
the  hemp,  all  the  wool,  all  the  hides,  all  the  ska 
and  all  the  furs,  furnished  by  our  fields  aad  i^^ 
ests,  find  a  ready  market  in  the  workshoie'ei 
this  "  insignificant  interest,"  who  are  thus  ip 
miniously  held  up  to  the  contempt  of  their  f^l^; 
citizens.  In  one  word,  the  market  this  ^es» 
affords  its  agricultural  brethren  is  six-fold  gia^ 
than  the  markets  of  all  the  world  beside^  tod  k^ 
subject  to  the  destructive  fluctuations  of  i^ 
markets. 

4.  The  dangere  of  numopdf. 

It  is  asserted  that  protecting  duties  will 
the  manufacturers  a  monopoly,  and  enable  u^ 
induce  them  to  impose  on  the  public,  by  chirf-^ 
exorbitant  prices.  There  cannot  be  anyoiooofief 
in  this  country.  There  is  no  power  to  grant  ose. 
Every  species  of  industry,  of  whatever  kind  u  siy 
be,  is  open  to  every  citizen,  without  excepuoii  !• 
has  been  conclusively  observed,  on  this  snbj^ 
by  one  of  our  greatest  statesmen:  "Whenade- 
mestic  manufacture  has  attained  to  perfectly 
and  has  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  it  a  <^ 
petent  number  of  persons,  it  invariably  be«0*^ 
cheaper,  [than  the  foreign  article.]  The  inias» 
competition  which  takes  place,  soon  does  avsT 
every  thing  like  a  monupoly,  and,  by  degrnss  ^ 
duces  the  price  of  the  article  to  the  minimjin^' 
reasonable  profit  on  the  capital  em^y^''  r[ 
we  are  not  to  depend  on  tneory.    We  harf  ^ 
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most  satisfactory  experience  on  the  subject.  The 
objectioD  is  set  at  rest,  by  the  experience  of  the 
duties  on  yarn,  coarse  cottons,  and  nails.  These 
duties  are  very  nearly  prohibitory;  and  so  far 
from  realizing  the  gloomy  anticipations  of  the 
coasequences  of  prohibitory  duties,  those  arti- 
cles are  furnished  of  better  quality,  and  cheaper, 
than  they  were  when  foreign  rivals  enjoyed  the 
market. 


5.  It  will  destroy  the  revenue. 

Our  demands  for  the  productions  of  Europe  will 
increase  with  our  population  and  our  prosperity ; 
and  the  tariff  may,  without  difficulty,  be  so  far 
modified,  that  the  increased  duties  on  the  articles 
which  we  must  continue  to  import,  will  amply 
compensate  for  any  deficiencies  that  may  arise 
from  the  diminution  of  other  articles,  for  which 
oar  citizens  will  provide  substitutes.  Silks  and 
linens,  neither  of  which  are  at  present  manu- 
factured here  to  any  extent,  would  afford  an  addi- 
tion to  our  revenues  of  probably  one  million  of 
dollars.  A  variety  of  other  articles  might  be 
pointed  out,  which  would  admit  of  additional  du- 
ties. For  a  long  time  we  cannot  supply  ourselves 
fully  with  cottons  or  woollens.  It  cannot  be 
doubted,  that  an  addition  to  the  existing  duties  of 
12^  or  15  per  cent,  on  what  we  must  continue  to 
import,  would  amply  compensate  for  the  defalca- 
tion of  the  amount  resultmg  from  an  increase  of 
the  domestic  production. 

6.  The  danger  of  emuggling. 

On  this  point  very  few  observations  will  suffice. 
We  impose  80, 90, 100,  and  150  per  cent.,  on  teas, 
sugar,  wines,  and  spirits,  without  any  apprehen- 
sioQ  of  smuggling.  It  is  therefore  highly  incor- 
rect to  maffnuy  the  danger  of  smuggling,  to  deter 
Congress  from  imposing  duties  ot  30,  35,  or  40 
per  cent,  on  manutactures.  There  is  no  body  of 
merchants  in  the  world  more  fair  or  honorable 
than  ours,  and  it  is  a  libel  on  them  to  suppose  the 
existence  of  this  danger. 

Most  of  the  observations  we  have  hitherto  offered 
partake  of  a  local  or  sectional  character,  merely 
to  meet  and  obviate  sectional  prejudices.  But  it 
does  the  subject  great  and  manifest  injustice  not 
to  consider  it  on  a  grand  national  scale,  so  far  as 
it  affects  the  interests  of  a  rising  empire.  We 
will  now  present  one  feature  of  our  policy,  jjredi- 
cated  on  the  national  importance  of  this  subject. 

We  have  probably  exported,  this  year,  135,- 
WflOO  pounds  of  Upland  cotton.  At  8  pence 
sterling  per  pound ;  which  is  the  average  of  the 
year  in  Liverpool,  it  amounted  to  £4,500,000,  or 
about  $20,000,000.  Had  we  manufactured  35,- 
000,000  pounds  additional,  and  the  increase  in 
raJue  by  the  manufacturer  been  but  four-fold,*  it 
would  amount  to  about  $20,000,000,  the  actual 
amount  of  the  whole  crop,  leaving  a  national  gain 
of  about  ^15,000,000  for  rent,  wear  and  tear  of 

*  Very  recent  accounts  from  Great  Britain  warrant 
the  belief  that  the  increase  \&  seven  or  eight  fold.  The 
exports  of  cotton  goods  from  Great  Britain  this  year 
are  about  ^£33,000,000,  or  above  $100,000,000. 


materials,  wages  of  labor,  and  profit  of  capital. 
And,  from  the  luminous  circular  letter  of  Crop- 
per, Benson,  &  Co.,  recently  published,  and  the  ac- 
tual state  of  the  production  of  cotton  in  all  the 
countries  where  it  is  cultivated,  as  well  as  the 
great  increase  of  consumption,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  residue  would  have  produced  as  much  as 
the  whole  has  done.  The  price  abroad  has  fallen 
by  excess  of  exportation.*  Nothing  but  a  decrease 
is  likely  to  raise  it.  And  nothing  but  extending 
the  domestic  consumption  can  produce  this  de- 
crease. The  interests,  therefore,  of  the  cotton 
planter  and  cotton  manufacturer  are  indissolubly 
identified ;  and  the  general  prosperity,  wealth, 
power,  and  resources  of  the  nation  materially  de- 
pend on  the  regulation  of  our  policy  with  a  steady 
eye  to  this  identity.  Cropper,  Benson,  ^  Co., 
expressly  state  that,  by  a  decrease  of  the  exporta- 
tion, our  planters  "  might  sell  their  cotton  at  any 
price."  What  an  important  field  for  reflection 
on  the  immense  advantages  presented  to  us  by 
bounteous  nature,  which  we  lavish  for  the  support 
of  foreign  industry  and  foreign  Governments! 
These  considerations  might  uq  advantageously 
extended  to  various  other  branches  of  our  in- 
dustry. 

We  could  make  large  additions  to  this  memo- 
rial, but  we  hope  we  have  adduced  sufficient  rea- 
sons to  prove,  as  we  stated,  that  the  tariff  is  un- 
just, oppressive,  partial,  and  impolitic,  and  requires 
complete  correction. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Board : 

WILLIAM  TILGHMAN, 
PreHdent  Pa.  Society  for  encouragement 
of  American  Manufactures. 

Attest :  Henhy  Horn,  Sec^rypro  tern. 

Philaoslphia,  December  30, 1822. 


MEMORIAL  OF  THE  MANUFACTURERS  OF 

CORDAGE. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatioes  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
Ued. 

The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  manufacturers 
of  cordage,  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
respectfully  represents : 

That  your  memorialists  perceive,  with  concern, 
in  the  scheme  of  the  new  tariff,  submitted  to  your 
honorable  body  with  a  view  to  the  effectual  en- 
couragement and  protection  of  American  manu- 


*  The  average  price  in  Liverpool,  in  1819,  was  16} 
pence  sterling.  That  year  there  were  only  S06,000 
bales  imported  from  this  country,  The  next  year  the 
importation  was  300,000  bales,  and  the  price  fell  to 
\Zd.  In  1821,  the  importation  continued  at  300,000 
bales,  and  the  price  fell  to  1  Id  This  year  the  quan- 
tity increased  considerably,  and  the  price  has  fallen  to 
an  average  of  %d.  These  are  facts  which  xannot  ba 
too  seriously  considered  by  our  statesmen. 
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factares,  a  proposition  to  impose  an  additional 
duty  on  hemp. 

Your  memorialists  are  utterly  at  a  loss  to  con- 
ceive how  an  increase  of  duty  on  a  raw  material 
of  indispensable  use,  will  in  anywise  afford  sup- 
port or  encouragement  to  that  branch  of  domestic 
manufactures  wherein  your  memorialists  are  en- 
gaged. 

The  chief  part  of  the  hemp  employed  in  the 
manufactories  of  naval  cordage  in  the  United 
States  is  imported  from  Russia,  the  agriculturists 
of  which  country  have  brought  the  article  to 
such  perfection,  that  all  attempts  of  other  na- 
tions, nitherto,  to  rival  this  material  have  proved 
abortive. 

Your  honorable  body  need  not  be  informed, 
that  on  the  goodness  of  the  raw  material  depend 
the  perfection  and  success  of  the  manufacture, 
and  that  it  is  the  interest  of  all  manufacturers  to 
obtain  their  raw  materials  from  those  countries 
which  furnish  the  best.  Russia,  incontestably  pro- 
ducing the  best  hemp  for  the  cordage  employed  in 
the  equipment  of  ships,  it  becomes  a  question  for 
the  deliberation  of  Congress  whether,  by  imposing 
an  additional  duty  on  hemp,  the  price  of  cordage 
will  not  be  so  much  enhanced  that  the  American 
merchant  will  cease  to  export  it;  and,  whether  he 
will  not  be  even  induced  to  procure  the  supplies 
for  his  vessels^  when  abroad,  of  those  nations  who, 
wisely  providing  for  every  exigency  in  the  pro- 

Sress  or  their  own  manufactures,  impose  so  low  a 
uty  on  raw  materials  that  their  citizens  are  ena- 
blea  to  enter  fairly  into  competition  with  their 
rivals  of  other  countries. 

Your  memorialists  would  respectfully  beg  leave 
to  state  to  your  honorable  body,  that  the  present 
duty  on  hemp,  bein^  about  thirty-three  per  cent. 
on  its  original  cost,  is  in  their  opinion  much  too 
great ;  and  that,  if  it  was  reduced,  the  prosperity 
of  the  American  hempen  manufactures  would  be 
proportionably  promoted,  inasmuch  as  the  conse- 
quently reduced  price  of  cordage  would  encourage 
its  exportation,  which  is  now  greatly  limited; 
and  as  the  American  merchant  would  thereby  be 
induced  to  disburse  that  wealth  for  the  equipment 
of  his  vessels  in  our  own  country,  which  now,  as 
often  as  he  conveniently  can,  nis  interest  leads 
him  to  expend  abroad. 

But  should  your  honorable  body  think  it  not 
advisable  to  reduce  the  duty  on  foreign  hemp, 
your  memorialists  would  humbly  remonstrate 
against  the  proposed  exorbitant  impost  of  fifty 
dollars  and  forty  cents  per  ton  on  this,  at  present, 
indispensable  article,  in  the  full  persuasion  that 
Congress,  in  their  endeavors  to  foster  and  protect 
our  domestic  manufactures,  will  deem  that  branch 
which  your  memorialists  represent  as  not  unwor- 
thy of  their  consideration  and  support. 

B.  WILLIAMSON, 
W.  B.  MILNER, 
WILLIAM  DAVIS, 
JACOB  DUNTON, 
WILLIAM  KER, 
GEORGE  McLEOD, 
And  others, 
Philadelphia,  Jan.  27, 1823. 


THE  CASE  OF  QALE8  &  8EAT0.N. 

[The  following  is  the  tostiniony  annexed  to  M: 
D wight's  report  on  the  offidsl  coodactofthePik^ 
ers  to  the  Hooee  of  Repreeenlativei  rdsiisg  ts  k 
suppression  of  docnments.  Cossmnaiated  u  ae 
House  of  Representatives,  Janasiy  30, 18U; 

A. 
Washington,  Jan.  2i,  1S21 

Sir  :  In  the  Washington  RepuUican  of  x 
evening  is  an  article,  a  copy  of  which  we  m 
the  honor  to  annex  hereto,  impeaching  the  baair 
of  our  conduct  as  printers  to  the  House  of  Ref^ 
sentatives. 

We  are  glad  to  meet  this  charge  in  a  Usfik 
form,  unfounded  as  it  is.  Always  holdifig  ^• 
selves  amenahle  to  the  authority  of  the  Homef* 
the  faithful  discharge  of  oar  official  fanctkiR 
ask  of  the  House  that  it  will  do  us  the  ju^ur : 
institute  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  ccrr- 
ness  of  our  conduct,  herein  impeached,  with  p(>v^ 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  report  m^ 
suit  of  its  investigation  to  the  honoraUe  body  .^ 
which  you  preside. 

With  the  highest  respect,  we  have  the  hosc^^ 
be  your  most  obedient  servants, 

GALES  &  8EAT0> 

Hon.  P.  P.  Barbour,  Sptaker^  fe. 

The  following  communication  we  are  mi^ 
to  insert  in  our  paper,  not  from  any  feeling  of  l)» 
tility  to  the  respectable  gentlemen  to  wbco:  .U 
addressed — a  feeling  we  are  incapable  of  ehenv 
ing  towards  them — but  because  we  think  K^f  si 
them  to  afford  them  an  opportunity  of  doifig  i^ 
with  an  impression  which  has  been  made  i<& » 
minds  of  some  members  of  the  House,  aod  v^ 
if  suffered  to  remain,  may  be  disadvantigewiif  I 
their  reputation. 

Messrs.  GaUs  and  SeaUm : 

Gentlemen  :  Influenced  by  the  chahuble 
cipjle  of  considering  every  man  innocent  lut 
guilt  is  proved,  and  knowing  that  presamp 
even  the  most  violent,  are  not  always  to  be  i 
on,  it  is  the  object  of  this  address,  which  siiu 
short,  to  elicit  from  you  explanations  dLttuii 
dispensably  necessary  to  acquit  yourselves  o: ' 
picions  highly  injurious  to  you,  that  hareeii 
tor  nearly  twelve  months  past. 

It  will  be  recollected  that,  at  the  last  sess* 
Congress,  the  House  of  Representatire;  ad' 
a  resolution  calling  upon  Mr.  Crawford  to  < 
a  statement  of  his  transactions  with  ail 
banks  which  had  been  made  by  him  the  de] 
tories  of  public  moneys  received  from  the  sa 

Eublic  lands.    In  contormity  to  which  resoio 
e  made  his  report  on  the  14th  of  Febnuuy.  1 
and  accompanied  it  with  numerous  corroWn' 
and  explanatory  documents,  all  of  whici 
House  ordered  to  be  printed.    You  were  tbe 
lie  printers  to  whom  these  documents  were 
livered,  and  it  was  your  duty  to  have 
them  correctly ;  yet  it  is  a  fact,  incontroreryi 
that  part  of  those  documents,  iroplicitiitf 
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Crawford  the  most  strongly,  were  suppressed  and 
totally  omitted  in  the  printed  document  with 
which  you  furnished  the  House,  professedly  in 
obedience  to  its  orders.  Of  this  fact  any  sentle- 
man  may  be  fully  satisfied  who  will  taSe  the 
trooble  to  compare  the  printed  document  with  the 
one  transmitted  to  the  House  hy  Mr.  Crawford, 
and  which  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Clerk. 
The  latter  also  affords  intrinsic  evidence  that  the 
omissions  were  not  accidental,  for  they  are  en- 
closed in  black  lead  pencil  brackets,  which  would 
seem  to  have  been  mtended  as  a  guide  to  your 
compositor. 

Strong  as  are  the  implications  which  those 
facts  seem  to  warrant,  and  decided  as  your  parti- 
ality for  Mr.  Crawford  has  been,  I  will  not  in- 
dulge the  belief  (at  least  until  you  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  explaining)  that  you  could  have 
reconciled  it  to  yourselves  to  have  sheltered  him 
from  a  just  responsibility,  by  so  great  a  violation 
of  the  confidence  reposed  in  you,  and  such  a  fla- 
grant contempt  of  the  legitimate  authority  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  that  no  member  thereof, 
however  infatuated  by  party  zeal,  who  feels  the 
slightest  respect  for  the  dignity  of  his  station, 
coald,  without  dishonor,  regard  with  indifference. 

A.  B. 

B. 

George  M,  GrouarcPs  dqxmtion, 

I  am  foreman  for  Gales  &  Seaton,  and  have 
been  for  eight  years  past.  I  receive  the  docu- 
ments, generally,  through  the  messengers  of  the 
Hoase:  it  is  very  rare  that  I  receive  any  from 
Gales  &  Seaton.  As  soon  as  received,  1  num- 
ber and  enter  them  in  a  check  book,  and  put  them 
under  lock  and  key,  where  they  remain  till  they 
are  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  compositors.  I  am 
persuaded  no  person  had  an  inspection  of  these 
documents  but  myself.  I  noticed  there  were  sev- 
eral erasures  in  these  documents  when  I  received 
them.  It  is  my  invariable  practice  to  omit  all  the 
paragraphs  erased,  marked,  or  crossed.  The  marks 
and  Brackets  alluded  to  were  not  made  in  the  of- 
fice. The  paging  was  made  at  the  office,  as  also 
the  fiffures  m  the  marj^in,  to  assist  the  compositor; 
and  the  word  ^'  out,"  m  pencil,  in  the  margin,  was 
made,  as  I  suppose,  by  my  assistant,  as  an  indica- 
tion to  the  compositor  to  omit  the  paragraph 
against  it.  There  was  no  reason  for  omitting  the 
particular  paragraph  which  did  not  apply  to  all 
the  omissions,  rio  hint  was  given  to  me  to  omit 
the  paragraph  from  any  person. 

I  never  knew  Messrs.  Grales  &,  Seaton  to  in- 
^rt  a  word,  or  leave  out  a  word,  or  wish  me  to 
insert  any  word,  or  omit  any  word,  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed  or  omitted.  If  original 
documents  are  sent  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House  by 
the  Departments,  they  are  sent  to  the  office  with- 
out being  copied.  The  different  Departments  have 
no  particular  mode  of  indicating  what  they  wish 
to  have  omitted. 

I  do  not  recollect  that  any  of  the  other  Depart- 
ments have  ever  sent  original  papers  with  white 
paper  pasted  on  any  paragraph.  I  never  read  any 
of  the  passages  erased  in  this  case. 


I  feel  myself  bound  by  the  direction  of  any  proper 
officer  of  the  House  as  to  the  mode  of  printing. 

I  have  an  indistinct  recollection  that  there  was 
some  direction  in  the  margin  to  omit  the  passages 
stricken  out,  or  marked  ;  but  that  would  have  had 
no  additional  weight  with  me. 

C. 

WiUiatn  Kerr,  jun,^a  dtpantum, 

William  Kerr,  jun.,  testifies  that  he  is  an  assist- 
ant in  the  office  of  Ghales  &,  Seaton ;  that  certain 
marks,  made  with  a  pencil,  in  a  document  from 
the  Treasury  Department^  containing  information 
in  relation  to  the  banks  in  which  the  moneys  re- 
ceived from  the  sales  of  public  lands  have  been 
deposited,  were  not  made  by  him,  neither  was  the 
word  ''out,"  accompanying  those  marks,  written 
by  him ;  the  papers  were  received  at  the  office  as 
now  marked  with  a  pencil,  with  the  exception  of 
the  paging,  which  was  done  at  the  office ;  and,  in 
one  instance,  where  the  conclusion  of  a  letter  had 
been  omitted  by  the  compositor,  the  part  that  had 
been  omitted  is  included  in  a  circle,  and  the  word 
"out,"  in  large  characters,  was  written  by  me.  It 
is  my  practice,  when  a  compositor  has  omitted 
any  matter,  to  mark  the  part  omitted  in  this  man- 


ner, and  send  it  back  to  him  for  insertion  j  and 
the  part  thus  marked,  above  referred  to,  will  be 
found  in  the  printed  document.  If  any  part  of  the 
copy  sent  to  tne  office  to  be  printed  is  crossed  with 
a  pen  or  pencil,  as  in  the  above  document,  I  should 
understand  such  crosf  to  mean  that  that  part  was 
not  to  be  printed ;  and  it  is  an  invariable  rule  to  omit 
all  passages  thus  marked.  Neither  Mr.  Gales  nor 
Mr.  Seaton  gave  directions  to  omit  these  passages, 
nor,  to  my  knowledge,  did  they  ever  know  that 
said  passages  were  omitted.  We  considered  it  a 
thing  of  course ;  and,  therefore,  they  were  not  con- 
sulted on  the  subject.  All  copy  sent  down  from 
either  House  of  Congress  is  put  into  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Grouard,  the  foreman,  or  into  mine ;  and,  if 
not  immediately  put  into  the  hands  of  the  com- 
positor, is  placed  under  lock  and  key.  Messrs. 
Gales  db  Seaton  never  concern  themselves  about 
the  copy,  further  than  to  hasten  the  publication  of 
some  particular  document,  when  it  nas  been  inti- 
mated to  them  at  the  House  that  it  is  in  a  hurry. 
They  trust  altogether  to  their  foreman. 

It  is  my  impression  that,  during  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  a  document  was  received  from  the 
Treasury  Department,  through  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, accompanying  which  was  a  direction 
to  omit  some  part  of  it ;  and,  as  several  erasures 
were  made  in  this  particular  document,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  this  was  the  one.  I  cannot,  however, 
speak  positively  on  this  point.  I  think  tne  instruc- 
tions were  written  with  a  pencil  on  the  margin. 
We  sometimes  receive  instructions,  relative  to  the 
printing,  from  the  officers  of  the  respective  Houses, 
but  these  instructions  are  written  notes.  I  should, 
however,  have  considered  it  my  duty  to  obey  the 
instructions  of  Mr.  Dickins,  or  any  clerk  having 
authority  to  give  them  in  any  department  of  the 
Government,  from  which  documents  might  be  re- 
ceived for  publication.  It  is  not  in  my  power  to 
single  out  either  Mr.  Dickins  or  any  other  indi- 
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▼idual  from  whom v  said  instructions  might  have 
been  received ;  but,  without  particular  instruc- 
tions on  the  subject,  the  marks  made  with  a  pencil 
were  sufficiently  imperative.  Any  instructions 
received  would  necessarily  have  passed  through 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Grouard  before  coming  into  mine. 
Original  documents  are  sometimes  sent  from  the 
Departments  to  Congress,  when  they  have  not 
time  to  prepare  copies. 

I  have  never  had  any  conversation  with  Mr. 
Gales  or  Mr.  Seaton  on  the  subject  of  these  papers. 

D. 

Testimmiy  of  Mr.  Burch,  deputy  clerk  of  the  House  of 

RepresefUcUives, 

Mr.  Berry,  of  the  Clerk's  office,  informed  me 
that  he  was  directed  by  Mr.  Cook  to  make  him  a 
copy  of  the  letter  marked  A  5,  and  asked  me 
whether  he  should  put  in  the  copy  the  paragraph 
enclosed  in  brackets  and  crossed  with  a  pencil- 
mark,  informing  me,  at  the  same  time,  that  Mr. 
Cook  wished  the  copy  certified.  I  told  him  to 
make  an  exact  copy.  I  think  this  was  since  the 
1st  of  January. 

I  took  the  copy  and  marked  it  with  a  pencil, 
exactly  after  the  manner  of  the  original.  The 
certificate  stated  the  original  to  be  marked  with 
brackets  and  pencil.  I  delivered  the  copy  to  Mr. 
Cook. 

I  have  seen  papers,  repeatedly,  within  the  last 
twenty  years,  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, which  were  marked  in  various  ways. 
I  will  not  undertake  to  particularize  them  at  this 
time,  or  to  state  from  what  Department;  but  I  be- 
lieve it  has  not  been  confined  to  any  particular 
Department.  I  will,  however,  mention  the  De- 
partment of  State  more  particularly.  I  remember 
that,  in  some  instances,  requests  came  from  the 
Executive  Departments  that  certain  papers  trans- 
mitted to  the  House  might  not  be  printed,  more 
particularly  during  the  late  war :  as,  in  all  cases 
of  publication,  the  papers  never  failed  to  find  their 
way  to  the  enemy,  and  he  thereby  became  too  in- 
timately acquainted  with  our  concerns  and  situ- 
ation. 

I  consider  the  several  marks  shown  me  to  be  a 
peremptory  order  to  the  printer  to  leave  them  out 
of  the  printed  copy. 

I  frequently  give  instructions  as  to  the  printing 
bills,  and  as  to  documents;  but  the  instructions 
never  go  beyond  the  order  of  the  House.  When 
the  House  orders  the  printing  of  a  document  gen- 
erally, we  never  undertake  to  order  a  part  to  be 
suppressed.  When  the  House  orders  parts  of 
papers  to  be  printed,  the  papers  to  be  excepted 
are  either  taken  out  and  retained  in  the  office,  or 
are  leff  ibly  marked  and  labelled  "  not  to  be  printed*" 

When  Messrs.  Grales  &,  Seaton  first  became 
printers,  Mr.  Seaton  directed  all  documents  which 
were  to  be  printed  to  be  sent  to  their  foreman,  and 
all  instructions  to  be  given  him.  The  name  of 
Mr.  Grouard  was  given  to  us  by  Mr.  Seaton  as 
the  person  to  whom  we  were  to  make  communi- 
cations upon  the  subject  of  printing.  I  have  sel- 
dom, if  ever,  addressed  directions  or  communica- 


tions directl^r  to  Messrs  Gales  db  Seitos  upoa  ^ 
subject  of  printing. 

I  never  knew  the  late  Clerk,  Mr.  Doo^faerif .  i 
make  any  marks  other  than  those  which  be  w» 
authorized  and  directed  to  do  by  the  order  of  tk 
House ;  nor  do  I  believe  he  made  those  in  qwAm 


James  Barron^ s  testimony. 

I  am  messenger  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  tk 
House  of  Representatives,  and  have  been  for  srf 
eral  years  past.  When  I  am  ordered  to  am 
documents,  I  am  ordered  to  deliver  them  to  Mr 
Grouard,  if  present;  and  if  not,  to  lay  themoab 
table. 

gig, 
Mr,  Dickins^s  d^ixtsition. 

Asburv  Dickins,  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Ser 
retarv  ot  the  Treasury,  testified,  that  all  the  p^ 
in  relation  to  banks,  and  the  deposites  of  mm 
in  said  banks,  are  in  my  hands.  The  general  prit 
tice  is  to  transmit  copies  when  papers  are  ah. 
for.  When  business  presses,  we  are  oUigec » 
send  the  originals.  When  copies  are  made,  tkr 
are  made  of  the  whole  correspondence,  wkt 
there  may  be  some  things  improper  to  be  comiE. 
nicated.  It  is  the  general  direction  of  the  S«I^ 
tary,  when  information  is  called  for,  to  give  err 
thine  that  relates  to  the  subject. 

The  papers,  after  selection,  are  laid  before  tt^ 
Secretary ;  and,  in  this  case,  he  directed  mt  '^ 
collect  every  thing  in  the  office  relating  to  tb 
subject ;  they  were  selected,  and  submitted  to  t 
inspection.  In  this  case,  from  the  urgencf  of  :>. 
I  took  the  originals  and  rough  drafts. 

Those  passages  which  seemed  to  have  do  re^ 
ence  to  the  siibject  of  the  call,  I  marked  with: 
pencil. 

I  have  no  recollection  of  having  marked  ^ 
particular  passage  suspected ;  and  did  not  reo 
tect  there  was  such  a  passage.  I  only  mma 
three  passages,  and  them  I  recollect  from  the  s^ 
ject. 

1st.  I  6.  The  three  last  lines  bat  one  os  ptf 
114, 1  marked  as  omitted.  The  reason  for  min- 
ing this  was,  that  it  did  not,  in  my  opinioa,  rtks 
to  the  subject ;  and  implicated  one  who  had  \xa 
a  public  officer. 

2d.  L  5.  The  four  last  lines  in  pa^e  148  taxi 
and  the  five  lines  on  the  next  page;!  crossed  tbes 
as  not  relating  to  the  subject  of  the  call ;  and  t^ 
referred  to  another  and  distinct  letter. 

3d.  Was  in  a  letter  from  Farmers  and  Meclus 
ics'  Bank  of  Indiana  to  the  Secretary. 

F  6.  I  marked  to  be  left  out  the  three  last  lia& 
as  implicating  the  credit  of  two  hanks,  and  asoc* 
relating  to  the  subject  of  the  call. 

M  5.  The  papers  pasted  over  a  part  of  the  \» 
ter  were  not  with  a  view  to  suppress  the  inionsi' 
tion ;  but,  as  it  had  no  relation  to  the  subject  i^ 
the  resolution,  and  was  in  relation  to  a  quairel^ 
tween  the  Bank  of  Tombigbee  and  the  brsa^- 
Bank  of  the  United  States  at  Savannah,  I  thoo^ 
it  not  proper  to  be  communicated. 

I  now  recollect  the  above  passages,  becaov  I 
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1  thought,  and  still  think,  the  information 

fat  not  to  have  been  communicated,  and  would 

njurious  to  the  parties  if  published. 

have  no  recollection  of  the  letter  A  5,  and 

aid  not  have  made  the  marks  to  exclude  the 

irmation,  because  I  did  not  think  it  ought  to 

e  been  concealed. 

see  no  reason  why  it  should  be  concealed.    I 

le  the  mark  of  the  word  "out,"  in  the  margin 

etters  I  6,  L  5,  F.  6. 

^he  whole  of  these  transactions  I  was  acquaint- 

prith  at  the  time.  The  papers  originally  passed 

)ugh  my  handft. 

'he  papers  remained  some  time  before  the  Sec- 

iry,  while  he  was  making  the  report,  after  I 

e  them  to  him,  before  he  communicated  them 

he  House. 

?be  Steubenville  Bank  was  solvent  at  the  time 

leposite.  The  Government  has  lost  nothing  by 

t  bank ;  it  now  has  deposites  of  public  moneys, 

I  is,  solvent. 

never  knew  any  mark  or  erasures  to  be  made 
Kir.  Crawford  on  papers  to  be  communicated, 

I I  had  made  such  as  J  thought  proper  to  make, 
er  the  report  had  been  sent  to  tne  House,  I 
)Uected  that  I  had  omitted  the  reference  to  one 
the  documents  which  now  appears  in  the  re- 
t,  and  came  to  the  House  and  found  the  report 
I  been  read,  and  applied  to  Mr.  Burch  for  the 
ort  and  documents.  He  went  into  the  House, 
1  said  the  report  was  not  on  the  Clerk's  table, 
I  he  supposed  some  member  had  taken  it  to  read, 
went  into  the  House  again,  and  said  he  could 
find  them.     While  I  was  v^aiting  Mr.  Cook 

Ae,  with  the  report  in  his  hand,  and  gave  it  to 

•  Burch,  and  asked  for  the  documents.  Mr. 
rch  handed  to  him  a  sealed  packet,  which  was 
aame  I  had  sealed  at  the  Treasury.  Mr.  Cook 
ke  the  seals,  and  began  to  look  over  the  papers, 
Isaid,  ^^  I  suppose  I  may  take  them  to  my  room." 

•  Burch  assented  J  and  Mr.  Cook  took  jthem 
^y-  I  then  put  m  the  reference  (-f-)  which 
r  appears  on  the  report. 

Friday  Morning,  January  25. 
ir.  Dickit^  re^€xamined, — The  paper  contained 
^  8  was  a  confidential  communication  from 
Bank  of  Steubenville  of  the  state  of  the  bank, 
ich  is  made  once  a  month  by  each  bank,  in 
ich  the  private  affairs  were  stated,  and  agreed 
the  Secretary  to  be  confidential, 
•he  handwriting  on  A  5,  in  red  ink,  is  mine. 
>  not  know  when  made,  but  I  think  it  was 
ie  when  the  subsequent  letter  of  May  1  was 
'ived,  in  relation  to  Brownvilie  ignd  Mount 
asant  Banks. 

•his  letter  of  the  1st  of  May  is  not  communi- 
^y  as  will  be  seen  by  the  pnnted  documents. 
» !■ — The  red  ink  is  in  my  own  handwriting, 
was  made  at  the  time  the  correspondence  was 
pared  for  the  House. 

made  the  brackets  in  F  6 ;  and  made  the  red 
hrackets  in  B  1.  I  have  not  seen  the  papers. 
'C  they  were  communicated  to  the  House,  until 
terday,  with  the  exception  of  seeing  them  in 
presence  of  Mr.  Burch  and  Mr.  Cook.  I  never 


had  any  conversation  with  Messrs.  Gales  &  Sea- 
ton,  or  any  person  in  their  employment,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  suppression  of  parts  of  papers  in  the 
printing. 

I  think  the  Secretary  would,  if  particularly  re- 
quested, communicate  these  monthly  statements 
of  the  banks  to  the  House. 

I  cannot  say  that  I  did  not  make  the  marks  upon 
the  letter  A  5,  but  I  gave  yesterday  the  reasons 
why  I  think  I  did  not. 

There  never  have  been  any  documents  trans- 
mitted from  the  Treasury  which  were  marked  as 
not  to  be  printed  before  this  time. 

I  should  think  the  marks  I  made  a  sufficient  di- 
rection to  the  compositor  not  to  print  the  parts 
included  between  them.  And  I  think  that,  if  the 
Secretary  should  have  been  of  opinion  that  what 
I  had  marked  ought  to  be  printed,  he  would  have 
erased  my  marks. 

The  Secretary  and  myself  had  no  particular 
consultation  on  the  subject  of  these  papers. 

The  paragraph  in  A  5  does  relate  to  the  subject 
more  than  many  others,  and,  I  think,  ought  to 
have  been  communicated,  though  unimportant. 

Saturday  Morning,  January  25. 

Mr.  Dickins  repeats  the  impression  that  he  did 
not  mark  the  paragraph  in  A  5.  It  was  not  his 
intention  to  mark  it,  and  he  thinks  he  did  not. 

The  word  "  out "  was  written  by  him  upon  all 
the  three  letters  in  his  first  evidence  particularly 
mentioned. 

When  the  correspondence  with  these  banks  was 
received,  I  filed  away  the  whole  of  it. 

I  do  remember  having  referred  to  A  5  after  it 
was  received,  and  before  it  was  communicated, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  reference  which 
now  appears  upon  it  in  red  ink. 

Many  documents  remain,  without  being  filed 
away  in  the  office,  for  some  time  after  they  are 
received. 

When  the  call  was  made,  I  looked  over  all  the 
letters,  filed  and  unfiled,  relating  to  the  subject. 

Since  the  first  call,  I  do  not  recollect  having 
found  any  additional  letters  relating  to  this  su^ 
ject. 

The  documents  communicated  under  the  second 
call  were  not  laid  before  the  Secretary  on  the  first 
call. 

In  the  letter  A  2,  although  there  is  a  paper 
pasted  over  a  part  of  the  original  memorandum, 
yet  the  letter  was  communicated  as  it  was  origi- 
nally sent  to  the  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Steuben- 
ville. 

F. 

Testimony  of  the  Honorable  William  H.  Crawford. 

I  made  no  marks  of  any  kind  upon  these  papers, 
and  know  of  no  practice  in  the  office  which  has 
ever  authorized  the  marking  of  parts  of  original 
letters,  in  order  that  they  may  not  be  printed.  No 
such  practice  has  prevailed,  within  my  knowledge. 
1  have  no  recollection  that  any  marks  were  made 
upon  these  papers,  but  have  an  indistinct  recol- 
lection that  mr.  Dickins  stated  something  to  me 
in  relation  to  the  correspondence  with  the  Bank 
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of  Missouri,  which  affected  the  receiver  at  that 
place.  I  gave  no  iostructions  to  Mr.  Dickins  to 
mark  any  part  of  the  papers;  nor  have  I  ever 
given  him  a  general  direction  to  mark  any  par- 
ticular passages.  There  might  have  been  marks 
and  erasures  in  the  documents  submitted  to  me  by 
Mr.  Dickins,  which  escaped  my  notice,  as  my 
attention  was  more  particularly  directed  to  the 
contracts  than  the  correspondence.  In  framing 
the  report,  my  attention  was  not  particularly 
attracted  to  the  correspondence,  as  it  contained 
nothing  important  for  that  purpose;  the  mate- 
rial facts  being  comprehended  m  the  contracts 
and  the  statement  turnished  from  the  books 
kept  by  Mr.  Dickins,  which  showed  the  amount 
deposited  in  those  banks,  and  the  sums  paid  by 
them.  I  have  no  recollection  of  the  letter  pasted 
over. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  paramph  suppressed 
which  I  should  have  wished  to  be  withheld  from 
the  House.    If  I  then  knew  any  part  of  the  corres- 

fmdence  had  been  marked^  I  do  not  no  w recollect  it. 
never  sanctioned  the  omission  of  any  part  of  the 
correspondence.  Mr.  Dickins  is  not  the  chief  clerk ; 
Mr.  Jones  is  the  chief  clerk,  and  calls  for  records 
or  files  of  the  office  are  generally  referred  to  him, 
with  directions  to  examine  and  collect  all  that  are 
embraced  by  such  calls ;  but,  in  this  case,  I  think 
Mr.  Dickins  was  the  person  to  whom  the  refer- 
ence was  made. 

I  never  had  any  communication,  direct  or  indi- 
rect, with  Gales  &,  Sea  ton,  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  they  disicharged  their  official  duty,  in  this 
or  any  other  case. 

It  is  usual,  when  resolutions  require  information 
which  the  records  or  files  of  the  office  afibrd,  to 
send  copies ;  but  when  there  is  a  press  of  business, 
the  originals  are  sometimes  sent,  as  in  the  present 

The  difference  in  the  sum  mentioned  by  the 
cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Steubenville,  and  that  in 
my  letter  of  the  12th  March,  1819,  may  be  ex- 

{>lained  by  referring  to  the  original  draught  of  that 
etter,  now  in  possession  of  the  committee.  Owing 
to  some  differences  with  the  officers  of  the  United 
States  Branch  Bank  at  Pittsburg,  the  cashier,  in 
his  letter  of  13th  February,  1819,  requested  that 
the  sum  of  $24,568  51.  then  in  the  possession  of 
the  Branch  Bank,  might  be  considered  as  due  di- 
rectly to  the  Treasury,  and  that  it  might  not  be 
collected  through  that  office.  The  original  draught 
of  the  letter,  in  the  possession  of  the  committee, 
directs  that  sum  to  be  credited  to  the  Treasurer 
on  the  books  of  the  bank.  Just  before  the  date  of 
that  letter,  the  whole  of  the  special  deposite  had 
been  transferred  to  the  Bank  of  Columbia.  When 
my  letter  was  carried  out  to  be  copied,  Mr.  Dick- 
ins, who  keeps  the  bank  accounts,  came  to  me 
and  suted  that  there  was  about  ^^8,650  44  of 
the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Steubenville  in  the 
possession  of  the  Branch  Bank  at  Chilicothe,  and 
which  had  been  also  transferred  to  the  Bank  of 
Columbia,  and  proposed  that  the  same  direction 
should  be  given  as  to  that  sum ;  which  I  assented 
to,  and  directed  my  letter  to  be  modified  accord- 
ingly.   The  original  letter,  thus  modified,  was  re. 


tained  as  a  copy,  and  sent  to  the  House  wits  a 
report.  This  is  the  circumstance  which  produrt 
the  paragraph  in  the  letter  of  the  cashier.  «bi 
was  omitted  in  the  printing  of  the  letter,  and  v:  - 
omission  is  now  the  subject  of  investigatkiD. 

G. 

Tkt  testimony  of  Daniel  P.  Cook^  of  the  Ham  . 

Representatives, 

When  the  report  was  sent  to  the  House.  I  ocf s 
for  its  printing,  and  the  whole  of  the  doconao^ 
Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  moved  a  dirisitt- 
the  question.  The  report  itsdf  was  then  or> .^ 
to  be  printed,  and  the  motion  to  print  tbe  d^x. 
ments  was  laid  upon  the  table.  The  dccuBSL. 
were  taken  to  the  Clerk's  office.  I  theo  w: 
there,  and  found  them  yet  sealed.  la  tke  f.*^ 
ence  of  the  Clerk  and  Mr.  Dickins  (wb:  n 
waiting  to  make  some  correction,  as  I  nndaSiiA 
in  the  report,)  I  broke  the  seal,  and,  fiadic  ui 
documents  too  numerous  to  read  in  tor  ^^ 
time,  I  asked  permission  to  take  them  awii.  i 
was  granted,  and  I  took  them  to  my  rooa.  w.^ 
1  particularly  examined  thoae  which  lefen*^! : 
the  Banks  of  Missouri  and  Vincennes.  1'^  ^ 
the  abuses  which  I  believed  had  tdken  pUc«  j;  r 
lation  to  those  banks  that  induced  me  to  niu:^ 
call. 

I  very  slightly  examined  some  other  pap^ 
some  of  them  I  did  not  look  into  at  all.  1  ac^: 
the  papers  back  to  the  House,  either  on  Sosai  \ 
Monday,  as  I  believe;  and,  ^ter  the  repoctfi 
printed  and  laid  on  the  tables  of  the  mem^- 
moved  to  take  up  the  motion  to  print  ibe  ^ 
ments,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  they  woe  rr 
ed  to  be  printed. 

In  the  examination  which  I  gave  tiie  ^ 
before  they  were  printed,  I  do  not  remembtf  ^ 
I  saw  any  marks  on  any  of  the  p>Pf^  ^  H 
paper  pasted  on  one  of  the  letters.  Tbtt  ^s:^^ 
the  correspondence,  however,  I  feel  quite  x^* 
did  not  look  into  at  all. 

There  was  nothing  in  the  informatioa !  '4 
which  induced  me  to  move  the  call,  that 
to  examine  with  any  minateness  the  affiur^ 
Steubenville  Bank;  bat  my  impifsiion 
correspondence  being  in  front  of  all  others,  t^ 
did  glance  through  it ;  and  I  think  I  read  \^i* 
ter  A  5,  but  I  have  no  recollection  of  neosv 
pencil  marks  upon  it  at  that  time.  Thek:i:J 
examination  I  gave  thb  part  of  the  corre>wt::^ 
ence  was  such,  however,  that  myatteatiooaJ 
not  have  been  fixed  upon  these  niaiks ;  aiid  ^ 
the  more  probable,  because  I  do  not  rememttf 
have  noticed  the  marks  on  the  letter  fruc 
Bank  of  Missouri,  which  Mr.  Dic^ns  sap^ 
marked  by  him  before  the  papers  wett  sesi  ?- 
House. 

Messrs.  Gales  &.  Seaton  had  furaisbed :» 
believe,  at  my  request,  though  I  am  aot  c 
with  the  different  forms  oi  the  printing  fe 
were  struck  off,  and  I  read  them  as  tbe  pri: 
went  on.  In  reading  that  part  which  rdat«<  '-^ 
Bank  of  Vincennes,!  was  under  an  impRisir.  ^ 
a  typographical  error  had  bem  made  io  pni'-^ 
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the  amoant  of  money  in  the  Vincennes  Bank.  In 
order  to  ascertain  whether  it  was  so,  I  sent  for  the 
original  documents ;  and,  when  passing  through 
the  documents  to  get  to  those  relacinff  to  that 
bank,  my  attention  was  first  called  to  the  pencil 
narks  on  A  5.  After  satisfying  myself  on  the 
subject  of  the  supposed  error,  I  then  adverted 
to  the  printed  letter  A  5.  and  found  that  that  part 
of  the  letter  over  whicn  the  pencil  marks  were 
made  was  omitted ;  which  was  before  my  second 
call.  I  feel  very  certain  that  1  did  not  make 
those  marks,  nor  do  I  know  when,  where,  or  by 
whom,  ihej  were  made.  The  particular  character 
of  the  omitted  passage  induced  me,  some  short 
time  after,  when  in  conversation  on  the  subject 
of  these  hank  transactions,  to  speak  of  it;  and  I 
thick  I  am  not  mistaken  in  saying  that  I  spoke  of 
it  in  that  way  to  the  Hon.  Hugh  Nelson,  a 
Representative  from  Virginia,  and  to  Mr.  Moore, 
of  Alabama.  I  was  not  under  the  impression  that 
the  marks  for  omission  were  made  by  C^ales  & 
SeatoD,  and  did  not  mention  it  to  them ;  nor  did 
I  think  the  omission  so  important  as  to  make 
my  inquiry  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or 
to  make  any  motion  or  proposition  in  the  House 
on  the  subject. 

I  was  induced  to  make  the  second  call,  because 
the  documents  sent  to  the  House,  in  answer  to  the 
first  call,  referred  to  several  letters  and  documents 
which  I  thought  ought  to  have  been  sent  with 
them,  but  which  were  not ;  and  because  I  believed 
that  those  letters  would  afford  important  light  to 
show  the  motive  of  the  connexion,  in  the  manner  in 
which  it  existed,  between  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment and  those  banks.  When  the  answer  to  the 
second  call  was  sent  to  the  House,  I  was,  induced, 
for  similar  reasons,  to  make  a  third  call,  byareso- 
lotion,  which  was  adopted  on  the  last  day  of  the 
Kssion,  but  which  remains  unanswered. 

I  obtained  a  copy  of  letter  A  5  during  the  pres- 
ent session,  for  prudential  reasons,  with  which 
the  honorable  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Connecticut,  is 
tcqoaioted,  and  which  he  wUl  state  to  the  com- 
mittee. The  copy  was  obtained  on  the  9th  of  the 
present  month.  I  handed  this  letter  to  a  friend,  a 
siember  of  Congress,  whose  name  I  decline  stat- 
bg.  The  copy  went  into  the  hands  of  several 
Qembers  of  Congress,  who  wished  to  see  it,  with 
ny  consent.  It  was  first  handed  to  one  of  the 
^ntiemen,  who  suggested  the  propriety  of  getting 
)tber  members  to  inspect  the  original,  or  of  o^ 
itinipg  a  certified  copy  with  a  fac  simile  of  the 
^Dcil  marks,  and  which  was  to  guard  against  the 
^ible  loss  of  the  letter,  and  the  consequent  pos- 
ibility  of  the  fact  of  the  omission  resting  upon 
Dy  statement  only. 

I  did  not  communicate  the  copy  of  this  letter  to 
be  editor  of  the  Washington  Republican ;  nor  did  I 
Qake  anv  of  the  communications  signed  A.  B.  in 
be  Washington  Republican ;  nor  had  I  any  agency 
D  writing,  or  publishing,  or  causing  to  be  written, 
ither  of  those  communications,  unless  the  pro- 
Qrement  of  the  copy,  and  permitting  it  to  go  into 
tber  bands,  had  that  effect. 

1  know  from  information  who  the  author  is,  but 
t  was  communicated  to  me  in  confidence,  and  I 


therefore  decline  giving  his  name.  I  did  not  de- 
rive this  information  from  the  person  who  I 
understood  made  the  communication,  but  from 
another  person.  I  understand  they  are  not  made 
by  the  p«rson  to  whom  I  handed  the  copy  of  the 
letter.  I  am  informed  the  communications  are 
made  by  a  member  of  Congress.  I  disclaim  all 
agency  in  causing  those  publications  to  be  made, 
oUier  than  such  as  I  have  mentioned ;  nor  did  I 
procure  the  copy  of  the  letter  for  the  purpose  of 
publication,  nor  did  I  hand  it  over  for  that  purpose. 
I  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Agg,  who  is  re- 
porting the  proceedinss  of  Congress  for  the  Wash- 
ington Republican.  The  conversation  was  intro- 
duced by  himself,  and  was  confined  to  the  fact  of 
the  omission  in  the  printed  letter  A  5.  I  told  him 
there  was  such  omission.  The  conversation  took 
place  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  after  I 
bad  obtained  the  copy  of  the  letter  from  the  Clerk. 
Mr.  Agg  seemed  to  be  apprized  of  the  existence 
of  the  copy,  but  he  had  not  been  apprized  of  it  by 
me.  This  is  the  only  conversation  we  ever  had 
on  this  subject,  and  I  think  I  have  substantially  re- 
peated the  whole  of  it.  My  attention,  in  examin- 
ing the  documents  previous  to  their  being  printed, 
was  principally  confined  to  the  amount  of  money 
in  the  Banxs  of  Missouri  and  Vincennes,  and  the 
nature  of  the  arrangements  between  them  and  the 
Treasury  Department. 

H. 

Deposition  of  Mr.  Edwards^  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  the  committee,  states,  that  he 
was  present  when  Mr.  Cook  made  the  statement 
that  tnis  paragraph  was  omitted,  and  deemed  to 
be  important. 

He  had  seen  the  letter,  and  examined  it ;  said 
it  was  marked  so  as  to  be  omitted  in  the  printing. 
Mr.  Cook  was  then  advised  to  get  a  certified  copy, 
or  get  some  members  to  examine  it  with  him.  Mr. 
Cook  wished  me  to  go  with  him.  I  intended  to 
do  so,  but  did  not.  Shortly  after,  Mr.  Cook  told 
me  had  got  a  copy  of  the  letter.    I  think  this  was 

the January.    The  advice  to  Mr.  Cook  was, 

that  he  should  get  the  copy  to  be  able  to  justify 
himself. 

I. 

Roger  C.  Weightman^s  deposition, 

I  was  for  several  (six  or  eight)  years  printer  to 
Congress ;  and  it  was  a  common  tning,  mm  both 
Houses,  to  have  original  documents,  parts  of 
which  were  marked  m  the  way  in  which  sev- 
eral of  these  documents  are ;  and  had  they  been 
sent  to  me  in  the  state  this  particular  document 
is,  I  should,  without  hesitation,  have  omitted  the 
paragraph.  I  should  also  have  omitted  other  parts 
as  they  are  marked,  and  those  pasted  over. 

In  such  an  ofiSce  as  Messrs.  Gales  db  Sea  ton's,  it  ^ 
is  impossible  for  the  editors  to  inspect  the  print- 
ing the  documents.    They  must  be  confided  to  the 
foreman. 

J. 

Colonel  Moore^s  (of  the  House  of  Representatives)  dep- 
osition. 

When  the  subject  of  the  suppressed  paragraph 
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was  mentioned  to  me  at  this  session^  I  then  had 
an  impression  that  it  had  been  mentioned  at  the 
last.  I  cannot  distinctly  recollect  havine  any  par- 
ticular conversation  with  Mr.  Cook  at  the  last  ses- 
sion ;  but  it  is  my  impression  that  the  intimation 
was  made  to  me  at  the  last  session  by  Mr.  Cook. 

The  suggestion  was  at  this  session,  that  the 
omission  liad  been  made  by  Gales  &,  Seaton, 
through  the  influence  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. 

I  had  a  riffht  to  suppose  that  the  intimation  was 
made  confidentially,  though  not  expressly  so  told. 

I  do  not  feel  authorize  to  name  the  person. 
He  stated,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  fact  would 
be  made  known  where  the  censure  properly  lay. 


K. 

DeposUum  of  Matthew  St.  Clair  Clarke,  Cltri^ 
Hmueof  Repretentatvoee. 

My  attention  was  first  called  to  the  letia  it 
the  subject  was  first  broached  to  the  Hoose.  Tl 
was  the  day  when  the  committee  was  araois'e 

A  few  days  after  the  session,  I  was  called^ 
to  certify  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  nowfiBi 
be  A  5.  I  was  not  applied  to  for  it  Mi.  6i 
brought  it  to  the  desk,  and  I  then  certified  it  I 
Burcn  said,  in  reference  to  the  copy,  that  tbe  ^s 
nal  was  marked  in  the  manner  which  tbe  a 
indicated. 


PUBLIC  ACTS  OF   CONGRESS; 


)ED  AT  THE  SECOND  8E88I0N  OF  THE  SEVENTEENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AND 
HELD  AT  THE   CITY    OF  WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,    DECEMBER    2,   1822. 


ct  authorizing  an  additional  Naval  Force  for  the 
suppretaion  of  piracy. 

it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepreserU- 
9/  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Omgrese  as- 
id,  That  the  President  of  the  United  'States 
ad  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  purchase  or 
xuct  a  sufficient  number  of  vessels,  in  addi- 
to  those  now  employed,  of  such  burden  and 
Tuction  as  he  may  deem  necessary,  and  to 
|uip,  and  man  the  same  for  immediate  ser- 
for  the  purpose  of  repressing  piracy,  and  of 
ding  effectual  protection  to  the  citizens  and 
nerce  of  the  United  States  in  the  Gulf  of 
ico,  and  the  seas  and  territories  adjacent. 
:c.  2.  And  he  UJMher  enactedy  That  the  sum 
le  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars  be  ap- 
riated  to  meet  the  expenditure  to  be  incurred 
foresaid,  and  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
sury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
pproved,  December  20, 1822. 


id  concerning  the  apportionment  of  Represent- 
atives in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

I  it  enacted,  ^.,  That,  from  and  after  the 
1  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
twenty-three,  the  State  of  Alabama  shall  have 
!  members  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
>e  Congress  of  the  United  States,  it  appearing, 
the  returns  of  the  marshal  of  Alabama,  de- 
ed in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of 
Jnited  States  that  the  said  State  of  Alabama 
te  passage  of^  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for 
ipportionment  of  Representatives  among  the 
rsl  States,  according  to  the  fourth  census," 
oved  March  seven,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
aod  twenty-two,  was  entitled  to  the  number 
ree  Representatives,  according  to  the  popula- 
of  the  said  State,  and  the  ratio  established 
le  said  act. 
pproved,  January  14, 1823. 


^ct  to  repeal  part  of  an  act  paaaed  by  the  State 
Maryland,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hnn- 
h1  and  eighty-four,  and  now  in  force  in  George- 
*n,in  the  Diitrict  of  Columbia,  entitled  *'An  act 
>n  addition   to  Georgetown,  in   Montgomery 

*'  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  so  much  of  the  third 
OD  of  an  act  or  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
e  of  Maryland,  entitled  ''An  act  for  an  addi- 
to  Georgetown,  in  Montgomery  county,"  as 


prohibits  the  proprietors  of  the  lots  fronting  on 
the  north  side  of  Water  street,  from  selling  or 
erecting  buildings  on  the  south  side  of  said  street, 
or  on  wharves  made  on  the  south  side  of  the 
aforesaid  street,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  re- 
pealed :  Provided,  That  the  proprietors  aforesaid 
shall  not  have  power  to  erect  any  building  or 
buildines  on  the  south  side  of  said  street,  not  au- 
thorized by  an  ordinance  of  the  Corporation  of 
Georgetown :  And  provided,  also,  That,  after  be- 
ing thus  authorized  by  the  said  Corporation,  the 
proprietors  aforesaid  may  sell  and  dispose  of  their 
property  on  either  side  of  the  said  street,  without 
affecting  the  title  to  that  on  the  other  side,  as 
effectuuiy  as  they  could  have  done  before  the 
passage  of  the  aforesaid  act  of  Maryland. 
Approved,  January  14, 1823. 


An  Act  making  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  sop- 
port  of  Government  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hnndred  and  twenty-three. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty-five  thousand  one  hundred  and 
forty  dollars  lie,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appro- 
priated, for  the  compensation  grantea  by  law  to 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives ;  and 
that  the  same  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  January  14, 1823. 

An  Act  to  continoe  the  present  mode  of  supplying 
the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted.  ^.,  That  the  seventh,  eighth, 
ninth,  and  tenth  sections  of  the  act,  entitled  ''An 
act  rwilating  the  staff  of  the  Army,"  passed 
April  fourteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  eignteen, 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  continued  in  force  for 
the  term  of  five  years,  and  until  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  Congress  thereafter. 

Approved,  January  23, 1823. 

An  Act  to  enable  the  proprietors  of  lands  held  by 
titles  derived  from  the  United  Sutes  to  obtain  co- 
pies of  papers  from  the  proper  department,  and  to 
declare  the  e£foct  of  such  copies. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc..  That  whenever  any  person 
claiming  to  be  interested  in,  or  entitled  to  land, 
under  any  grant  orpatent  from  the  United  States, 


duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause 
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such  copies  to  be  made  out  and  authenticated  ud- 
djer  bis  hand  and  seal,  for  the  person  so  applying, 
and  such  copies,  so  authenticated,  shall  be  evi- 
dence equally  as  the  original  papers. 
Approved,  January  23,  1823. 


An  Act  in  uddiiion  to  ^'An  act  to  continue  in  force 
*An  act  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  and  punia^  the  crime  of  piracy,  and  also  to 
make  farther  provbion  for  punishing  the  crime  of 
piracy." 

Be  it  ewicted,  ^c,  That  the  first,  second,  third, 
and  fourth  sections  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
protect  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and 
punish  the  crime  of  piracy,"  passed  on  the  third 
day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  be,  and  the  same 
are  herelnr,  continued  in  force,  in  all  respects,  as 
fully  as  if  the  said  sections  had  been  enacted  with- 
out limitation,  in  the  said  act,  or  in  the  act  to 
which  this  is  an  addition,  and  which  was  passed 
on  the  fifteenth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty. 

Approved,  January  30,  1823. 


An  Act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  an  additional 
judge  for  the  Michigan  Territory,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

BeitenacUd,  <f  c,  That  there  shall  be  appointed  an 
additional  judge  for  the  Michigan  Territory,  who 
shall  possess  and  exercise,  within  the  counties  of 
Michilimackinac,  Brown,  and  Crawford,  in  the 
Territory  aforesaid,  as  said  counties  are  now  de- 
fined and  established,  or  may  be  hereafter  defined 
and  established,  the  jurisdiction  and  power  here- 
tofore possessed  and  exercised  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  said  Territory,  and  by  the  county 
courts  of  said  counties  respectively,  within  the  said 
counties,  and  to  the  exclusion  oi  the  original  ju- 
risdiction of  the  said  Supreme  Court :  and  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  said  court,  hereby  established, 
shall  be  concurrent  with  the  said  county  courts ;  but 
in  all  suits,  either  at  law  or  in  equity,  appeals 
shall  be  allowed  from  the  decisions  of  the  said 
county  courU  to  the  courts  established  by  this  act, 
in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided  for  appeals  from 
said  courts  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  said  Terri- 
tory: Pronidedj  always^  That  the  said  Supreme 
Court  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  issue 
writs  of  error  to  the  court  established  by  this  act, 
in  all  civil  causes,  and  to  hear  and  determine  the 
same  when  sitting  as  a  Supreme  Court  of  the 
Territory,  according  to  the  Constitution  and  laws 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  statutes  adopted 
and  pablished  by  the  Governor  and  Judg^es  of  said 
Territory :  And  provided,  also,  That  nothmg  in  this 
act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  give  cogni- 
zance to  the  court  hereby  established,  of  cases  of 
admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdiction,  nor  of  cases 
wherein  the  United  States  shall  be  plaintiffs,  except 
as  hereinafter  mentioned. 

Sec.  2.  Afid  he  it/urther  enacted,  That  the  said 
Supreme  Court  are  hereby  authorized,  upon  the 
reversal  of  a  judgment  of  the  court  established  by 


this  act,  to  render  such  judgment  as  the  said  ccr 
ought  to  have  rendered  or  passed,  except  whcri. 
reversal  is  in  favor  of  the  plaintifi*  in  the  ongm 
suit,  and  the  debt  or  damages  to  be  assessed  a? 
uncertain :  in  which  case  ue  cause  shall  be  :^ 
manded  to  the  county  from  whence  ii  cao^  i 
order  to  a  final  determination. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacUd^  Thai  ^'r. 
any  person,  not  being  an  executor  or  admkisst 
tor,  applies  for  a  writ  of  error,  such  writ  sbaL  .• 
no  stay  of  proceedings  in  the  court  to  wKkl  . 
issues,  unless  the  plain tifi*  in  error,  his  agent  c^i- 
torney,  shall  give  security,  to  be  approved  of  br. 
jud^e  of  the  said  Supreme  Court,  which  sbil!  > 
certified  on  the  back  of  such  writ,  that  the  poa- 
tiff  in  error  shall  prosecute  his  writ  to  cfiecini 
pay  the.  condemnation  money,  and  all  costs,  s 
otherwise  abide  the  judgment  of  the  court,  i  :* 
fail  to  make  his  plea  good ;  and  no  cause,  o^ 
suits  in  equity,  shall  w  removed  to  said  S^i0 
Court  from  the  court  hereby  established,  iifi  ^ 
writ  of  error,  as  herein  before  proTided  \  and^ 
in  equity  may  be  removed  by  appeal,  in  tfaeas 
manner  as  is  provided  for  appeals  from  tbeoos^ 
courts  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

Sec.  4.  AndheUfiirilurenaetedy  Thattiiea^ 
established  by  this  act,  shall  hold  one  term  is  etek 
of  the  counties  aforesaid,  yearly,  at  the  foQersf 
times  and  places,  to  wit :  at  Prairie  du  Chies  a 
the  second  Monday  in  May ;  at  Green  Bi?  ^ 
the  second  Monday  in  June;  and  at  Mackisatai 
the  third  Monday  in  July,  in  each  and  everr  rer 
and  shall  then  and  there  proceed  lo  hear  a&i  ^ 
termine  the  pleas,  process,  and  proceeding' j* 
pending  therein,  in  the  same  manner  as  the ^ws^' 
preme  or  county  courts  might,  or  could  hivf  ^ 
in  case  this  act  iiad  not  been  passed ;  and  thern 
of  the  said  county  courts^  shall  be  clerb  d  ^ 
court,  hereby  established,  m  their  respecuvr  ci- 
ties, and  shall  be  entitled  to  such  fees  for  thorte^ 
vices  as  may  be  allowed  them  by  law ;  aad  ^ 
ofllcers  appoinied  to  execute  the  process  d  ^ 
said  county  oouru  within  the  said  coaDtie,  ^ 
hereby  authorised  and  required  toexceotethfSi' 
cess  of  the  court  hereby  estahliaked. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  4t  JMker  enaOed^  That  MkeM 
court,  hereby  established,  shall  have  aad  fost 
concorrent  joriadiction  with  the  said  SopROi 
Court,  in  and  over  all  actions  arising  vain  « 
acts  and  laws  in  foree,  or  which  may  be  eaa^ 
for  the  regulating  trade  and  intereoone  witi  ^ 
Indians,  and  over  all  Crimea  and  offences  vM 
shall  be  committed  within  that  part  of  the  lad^ 
country  lying  north  and  west  of  Lake  Mklu^ 
within  the  Territory  of  Michigan.  , 

Sec.  6.  AndheitfwrthereniuUd,  Thattbejo^ 
to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  r^s 
one  of  the  counties  aforesaid,  and  shall  rKfirfS*! 
same  salary,  and  payable  in  the  same  msoEK?  * 
is  provided  and  established  by  law  for  the  ysk' 
of  the  said  Supreme  Court  of  the  Michigan  ^' 
ritory. 

Sec  7.  And  he  ii  finiher  enacted.  That  ih^f 
bhall  take  effect,  and  be  in  force,  from  sod  i^ 
the  twentieth  day  of  March  next 

A[^iroved,  January  30, 18S3. 
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Act  coDcorning  the  (liabaraement  of  pnblic  monay* 

\e  U  enacted^  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the  pass- 
of  this  act,  no  advance  of  public  money  shall 
nade  in  any  case  whatever ;  but  in  all  cases 
ootracts  for  the  performance  of  any  service,  or 
delivery  of  articles  of  any  description,  for  the 
of  the  United  States,  {»yment  shall  not  ex- 
1  the  value  of  the  service  rendered,  dr  of  the 
sles  delivered  previously  to  such  payment: 
^ididj  That  it  shall  be  lawful,  under  the  spe- 
direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
lake  such  advances  to  the  disbursing  officers 
he  Government  as  may  be  necessary  to  the 
tiful  and  prompt  discharge  of  their  respective 
es,  and  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  public  engage- 
its  :  And  provided^  aUo,  That  the  President  of 
Uoited  States  may  direct  such  advances,  as 
Day  deem  necessary  and  proper,  to  such  per- 
I  in  the  military  and  naval  service  as  may  be 
cloyed  on  distant  stations,  where  the  discharge 
le  Day  and  emoluments  to  which  they  may  be 
tied  cannot  be  regularly  effected. 
£C.  2.  And  he  U  further  enacted^  That  everv 
rer  or  agent  of  the  United  States,  who  shall 
ive  public  money  which  he  is  not  authorized 
;taiD,  a  salary,  pay,  or  emolument,  shall  ren- 
bis  accounts  quarter  yearly  to  the  proper  ac- 
iting  officers  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  vouch- 
lecessarv  to  the  correct  and  prompt  settlement 
eof,  within  three  months,  at  least,  after  the 
ratioQ  of  each  successive  quarter,  if  resident 
lin  the  United  States,  and  within  six  months 
esideut  in  a  foreign  country :  Provided,  That 
nng  herein  contamed  shall  be  construed  to  re- 
in the  Secretaries  of  any  of  the  Departments 
1  requiring  such  returns  from  any  officer  or 
It,  subject  to  the  control  of  such  Secretaries, 
be  public  interest  may  require. 
EC.  3.  And  he  U  furUkeT  enacted^  That  every  offi- 
t>r  agent  of  the  United  States  who  shall  offend 
nst  the  provisions  of  the  preceding  sections, 
1.  by  the  officer  charged  with  the  direction  ox 
Department  to  which  such  offending  officer  is 
ODsible,  be  promptly  reported  to  the  President 
le  United  States,  and  dismissed  from  the  pub- 
ervice :  Ptcmded,  That  in  all  cases  where  any 
'er,  in  defmult  as  aforesaid,  shall  account  to 
satisfaction  of  the  President  for  such  default, 
may  be  continued  in  office,  any  thing  in 
foregoing  provision  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
ding. 

CO.  4.  And  he  it  twF&m  eiMtUd^  That  no  se- 
ty  given  to,  or  obligation  entered  into  with, 
QovemmeDt,  shall  m  in  anywise  impaired,  by 
dismissing  any  officer,  or  from  failure  of  the 
(ident  to  dismiss  any  officer  coming  under  the 
Isions  of  this  act. 
pproved,  January  31,  1823. 


Act  to  reviTe  and  continue  in  force  certain  acts 
r  the  adjastroent  of  land  claims  in  the  Territory 
Michigan. 

t  il  tmadUd^  ^c,  That  the  act  entitled  "An  act 
evive  the  powers  of  the  commissioners  for 
xtaining  and  deciding  on  claims  to  land  in 


the  district  of  Detroit,  and  for  settling  the  claims 
to  land  at  Green  Bay  and  Prairie  du  Ghien,  in 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,"  approved  May  the 
eleventh,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty, 
shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  revived,  and  shall 
continue  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  November 
next ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  com- 
missioners, as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be,  to  for- 
ward their  report,  as  is  required  by  the  second 
section  of  said  act,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, to  be  by  him  laid  before  Congress  at  its  next 
session. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  iijurther  enacted,  That  the  second 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  granting  of  patents  for  land  according  to  the 
surveys  that  have  been  made,  and  to  grant  dona- 
tion rights  to  certain  claimants  of  land  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Detroit,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved 
April  twenty-third,  one  thousana  eight  hundred 
and  twelve,  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  embrace 
all  persons  who  have  claims  confirmed  below 
Milk  River  Point,  at  the  lower  end  of  Lake  St. 
Clair. 

Sbc.  3.  And  he  it  fwiher  enacted^  That  patents 
shall,  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to,  be  issued, 
in  the  mode  pointed  out  by  law  in  other  cases,  to 
persons  whose  claims  to  lands,  town  or  village 
lots,  have  been  regularly  filed  with  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  by  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
revive  the  powers  of  the  commissioners  for  ascer- 
taininff  and  deciding  on  claims  to  land  in  the  dis- 
trict oi  Detroit,  and  for  settling  the  claims  to  land 
at  Green  Bay  and  Prairie  du  Chien,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,"  passed  on  the  eleventh  day 
of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty, 
and  whose  claims  are  contained  in  the  report 
transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
which  have  been  reported  favorably  on  by  said 
commissioners ;  and  such  persons  are  hereby  con- 
firmed in  their  claims,  agreeably  to  any  surveys 
heretofore  made,  or  the  lines  and  bounuaries  es- 
tablished by  the  claimants  respectively :  Provided^ 
That  such  confirmations  shall  only  amount  to  a 
relinquishment  forever,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  not  more  than  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  shall  be  confirmed  by  virtue  of  any 
one  claim ;  nor  shall  more  be  confirmed,  in  any 
case,  than  the  quantity  claimed ;  nor  shall  any 
claim  extend  in  width  more  than  forty,  nor  in 
depth  more  than  eighty,  arpents;  nor  to  land 
heretofore,  and  now,  reserved  oy  the  United  States 
for  public  uses. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  wherever 
it  shall  appear  to  the  said  commissioners  that  any 
claimant  to  land,  or  a  town  or  village  lot,  at 
Ghreen  Bay  or  Prairie  du  Chien,  cannot  establish 
his,  her,  or  their,  claim  to  the  same,  in  conse- 
quence of  his,  her,  or  their,  removal  therefrom, 
by  any  officer  of  the  United  States  Army,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  to  issue  a 
certificate  to  such  person  or  persons,  for  any  tract 
of  land,  or  villaee  lot,  which  may  have  been  oc- 
cupied by  him,  her,  or  them,  after  such  removal, 
notexceeding,in  quantity,  that  originally  claimed ; 
on  which  certificates  patents  shall  issue,  as  in 
other  cases;  which  claims  shall  be,  in  all  other 
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respects,  subject  to  the  restrictions  and  provisioos 
of  the  third  section  of  this  act. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  encuted,  That  every  per- 
son who,  on  the  first  day  of  July,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve,  was  a  resident  of  Green 
Bay.  Prairie  du  Chien,  or  within  the  county  of 
Micnilimackinac,  and  who,  on  the  said  day.  oc- 
cupied and  cultivated,  or  occupied  a  tract  of  land 
which  had  previously  been  cultivated  by  said  oc- 
cupant, Iving  within  either  of  said  settlements, 
and  who  has  continued  to  submit  to  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,  or  to  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  every  such  person,  shall  m  connrmed  in 
the  tract  so  occupied  and  cultivated  3  and  the  said 
commissioners,  in  adjudicating  on  claims  to  land 
embraced  by  this  act,  are  authorized  to  take  into 
their  consideration  the  evidence  and  facts  col- 
lected and  reported  to  them  by  the  agrents  of  the 
United  States,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  the  eleventh  of  May.  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty,  as  well  as  such  other  and 
further  evidence  and  testimony  as  may  or  shall 
be  exhibited  before  them  by  the  claimants,  to  sup- 
port their  claims.  And  the  register  of  the  land 
office  at  Detroit  is  authorized  and  required  to  re- 
ceive and  record  all  notices  and  claims  to  lands 
provided  for  by  this  act,  and  which  shall  be  ex- 
hibited to  him  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber next :  Provided^  howetfer^  That  no  person  shall 
be  confirmed  in  a  greater  quantity  than  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres ;  nor  shall  any  tract,  so  con- 
firmed, exceed  eighty  arpents  from  front  to  rear. 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Surveyor  General 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  cause  the  land  con- 
firmed by  this  act  to  be  surveyed,  at  the  expense 
of  the  claimants,  respectively;  plats  of  which 
shall  be  returned,  as  m  other  cases,  and  patents 
therefor  shall  be  granted  to  the  several  claimants 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  Sec- 
reury  of  the  Treasury  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  allow  to  the  former  agent,  and  to 
each  of  the  persons  whose  duty  it  is  made  to  carry 
this  law  into  effect,  such  sum,  in  addition  to  the 
sum  allowed  by  the  first  recited  act,  as  he  may 
deem  just  and  reasonable. 

Approved,  February  21,  1823. 


An  Act  to  divide  the  State  of  South  Carolina  into  two 

judicial  districts. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  State  of  South  Ca- 
rolina be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  divided  into 
two  districts,  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say : 
the  districts  of  Lancaster,  Chester,  York,  Union, 
Spartanburg,  Greenville,  Pendleton,  Abbeville, 
Edgefield,  Newbury,  Laurens,  and  Fairfield,  shall 
compose  one  district,  to  be  called  the  western  dis- 
trict ;  and  the  residue  of  the  State  shall  form  one 
other  district,  to  be  called  the  eastern  district. 
And  the  terms  of  the  said  district  court,  for  the 
eastern  district,  shall  be  held  in  Charleston,  at 
such  times  as  they  are  now  by  law  directed  to  be 
holden.  And  for  the  trial  of  all  such  criminal 
and  civil  causes,  as  are  by  law  cognizable  in  the 


district  courts  of  the  United  States,  whicb  s» 
hereafter  arise  or  be  prosecuted,  or  suei  wiiij 
the  said  western  district,  there  shall  be  one  ao&  j. 
session  of  the  said  district  court  holdoi  ai  La; 
rens  courthouse,  to  begin  on  the  second  Mo&iiii 
in  May  in  each  year ;  to  be  holden  by  the  distnc 
judge  of  the  United  Sutes  of  the  SuteofSc^ 
Carolina }  and  he  is  hereby  autliorized  aad  L 
rected  to  hold  such  other  special  sessions  at  oif 
be  necessary  for  the  despatch  of  the  cause  in  m 
said  court  at  such  time  or  times  as  he  mtr  6m 
expedient,  and  may  adjourn  such  special  sesauc 
to  any  otaer  time  previous  to  a  stated  sessioD. 
Approved,  February  21, 1623. 


An  Act  to  provide  for  the  tettlement  of  the  Keen 
of  Daniel  D.  Tompkina»  late  Governor  of  the  ^ 
of  New  York. 

Be  it  enacted^  <f  c,  That  the  proper  accooLa* 
officers  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hmx 
authorized  to  adjust  and  settle  theaccoimud 
claims  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  Gotovs: 
the  State  of  New  York,  on  principles  of  kst 
and  justice,  subject  to  the  revision  aodfist^ 
cision  of  the  President  of  the  United  Staiei 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  Thtt  o.-^ 
contained  in  the  second  section  of  the  act,  eo:::'! 
'* An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sapp&t ::' 
Government  for  the  year  one  thousand  eig:b:k^ 
dred  and  twenty-two,  and  for  other  pnrpcs^] 
passed  April  twentieth,  [thirtieth]  one  ik^ 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  shall  becons^rsi 
to  extend  or  apply  to  the  said  DanielD.  Tomrii:: 

Approved,  February  21,  1823. 


An  Act  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  Mecfaaaiei'  Bat 
of  Aleiandna,  in  the  District  of  Cdombii. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  act  incorpontis^^^' 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  in  the  di^ 
of  Columbia,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  erjeNel 
and  limited  to  the  third  day  of  March,  ooei^ 
sand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  under  iflds> 
ject  to  all  the  limitations,  modificatiott^  and  a*' 
ditions,  as  are  enacted  and  applied  to  the  e^s 
incorporated  banks  in  the  District  of  ColttmbiLtf 
an  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  extend  the  chirtcotf 
certain  banks  in  the  District  of  Columlna,^  vt<^ 
passed  the  second  day  of  March,  one  thoatf^ 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-one. 

Sec  2.  And  he  U  fwrther  tna/cUiy  That,  if  n! 
stockholder  or  stockholders  in  said  baak^  wk^'^ 
not  assented  to  the  renewal  of  the  said  t^sf^ 
shall,  within  two  months  from  the  pessisg  oi^ 
act,  file  his  or  their  declaration,  in  writing,  10 
said  bank,  declaring  himself  or  themselres ' 
isfied  with  said  renewal,  and  his  or  their  deti 
nation  to  withdraw  his  or  their  interest  froio 
same;  and  if  the  said  bank  cannot  agree 
such  stockholder  or  stockholders  on  the  amocs:| 
such  interest,  and  shall  not  forthwith  pay  the sa) 
then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  circuit  court  cf ' 
District  of  Columbia,  at  Alexandria,  on  the 
tion  in  writing  of  such  stockholder  orstockltoi^ 
to  appoint  three  commissioners,  whose  do^ 
shall  be  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  intfr«Bi< 
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ucb  stockholder  or  stockholders  in  said  bank,  for 
rhich  purpose  such  commissiontfrs  shall,  under 
lie  direction  of  said  court,  have  access  to  the 
ooks,  papers,  and  accounts  of  said  bank,  and  on 
le  report  of  said  commissioners,  and  such  other 
ridence  as  may  be  laid  before  the  said  court,  shall 
roceed  to  ascertain,  the  value  of  the  interest  of 
ich  stockholder  or  stockholders  in  said  bank,  and 
tall  adjudge  and  decree  the  value,  so  ascertained, 
\  be  paid  to  him,  or  them  bjr  the  said  bank,  and 
lall  have  power  to  enforce  judgment  or  decree, 
f  execution,  attachment,  or  other  legal  process. 
Sec.  3.  And  be  U  fitriher  enacted,  That  this  act 
e,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be.  a  public 
ct,  and  that  so  much  and  such  parts  ot  the  act 
icorporating  the  said  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alex- 
ndria,  as  may  be  repugnant  to  this  act,  be,  and 
le  same  is  hereby,  repealed  and  annulled. 
Approved,  February  21, 1823. 


D  Act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  the  ad- 
justment of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

Bi  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  claims  for  lands 
'ithin  the  eastern  district  of  the  State  of  Louis- 
ma,  described  by  the  register  of  the  land  office 
f  the  said  district,  in  his  report  to  the  Secretary 
fthe  Treasury,  bearing  date  the  sixth  of  January, 
ae  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  be, 
ad  the  same  are  hereby,  confirmed,  against  any 
!aim  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 
8bc.2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  clainis 
it  lands  within  the  district  north  of  Red  river,  in 
le  State  of  Louisiana,  described  by  the  register 
r  the  land  office  of  the  said  district,  in  his  report 
)  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  bearing  date  the 
rst  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
venty-one,  and  included  in  the  first,  second,  and 
urd  classes  of  claims,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
rafirmed  against  any  claim  on  the  part  of  the 
^nited  States,  with  the  exception  of  the  claims 
imbered  forty  and  fifty-one  in  the  first  class,  and 
fthe  claims  numbered  forty-four,  forty-five^  forty- 
I,  forty-seven,  and  forty-eight,  in  the  said  first 
ass,  (which  are  included  in  the  claim  of  Baron 
astrop.) 
Approved,  February  28,  1823. 

D  Act  for  laying  out  and  making  a  road,  from  the 
Lower  Rapida  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie  to  the 
Western  Boundary  of  the  Connecticut  Western  Re- 
serve, in  the  State  of  Ohio,  agreeable  to  the  provi- 
•ioos  of  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown. 

Be  U  enacUd,  fc,  That  the  State  of  Ohio  is 
sreby  authorized  to  lay  out,  open,  and  construct, 
road,  from  the  Lower  Rapids  of  the  Miami  of 
ake  Brie,  to  the  western  boundary  of  the  Con- 
xticut  Western  Reserve,  in  such  manner  as  the 
egislature  of  said  State  may  by  law  provide, 
ith  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
d  States ;  which  road,  when  constructed,  shall 
rever  remain  a  public  highway. 
Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  order 
enable  the  State  of  Ohio  to  open  and  construct 
id  road,  a  tract  of  land,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
et  wide,  whereon  to  locate  the  same,  together 
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with  a  quantity  of  land  equal  to  one  mile  on  each 
side  thereof,  and  adjoining  thereto,  to  be  bounded 
by  sectional  lines  as  run  by  the  United  States,  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  maxing  said  road,  is  hereby 
granted  to  said  State;  to  commence  at  the  Miami 
Kapids,  and  terminate  at  the  Western  Boundary 
of  the  Connecticut  Western  Reserve,  with  full 
power  and  authority  to  sell  and  convey  the  same, 
and  apply  the  proceeds  to  the  making  said  road: 
and  in  case  the  said  tract  of  land  shall  sell  for  a 
greater  sum  than  shall  be  sufficient  to  complete 
such  road,  then  the  residue  thereof  shall  remain 
with  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  a  fund  for  the  purpose 
of  keeping  said  road  in  repair:  Provided,  That 
said  road  shall  be  made  within  the  term  of  four 
years  from  the  passage  of  this  act :  And  provided, 
None  of  the  land  hereby  appropriated  for  making 
said  road  shall  be  sold  for  a  less  price  than  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  case 
any  of  the  lands,  through  which  it  may  be  thought 
expedient  to  open  said  road,  may  have  been  pre- 
viously sold  by  the  United  States,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  such 
officer  as  the  State  of  Ohio  may  appoint  for  that 
purpose,  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  quan- 
tity thus  sold  at  a  minimum  price. 

Sec.  4.  Andbe  it  further  enacted,  That,  whenever 
the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  shall  have  laid 
before  the  President  of  the  United  States  a  survey 
of  the  location  of  said  road,  accompanied  by  an 
act  of  said  State,  accepting  said  trust,  and  provi- 
ding for  making  said  road  within  the  time  above 
limited,  and  the  President  shall  have  approved  the 
same,  then  the  right  of  the  State  to  the  said  tract 
of  land  shall  be  considered  as  complete  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid  :  and  the  President  shall  direct, 
that,  until  the  first  day  in  June,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-three,  none  of  the  public 
lands  shall  be  sold,  within  three  miles  on  each 
side  of  a  line,  to  be  drawn  direct  from  the  foot  of 
the  rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  to  the 
Lower  Rapids  of  Sandusky,  thence  to  the  West- 
ern Boundary  of  the  Connecticut  Western  Re- 
serve: Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  act  conUined 
shall  ever  hereafter  be  construed  to  imply  any 
obligation  upon  the  United  States  to  grant  addi- 
tional lands,  or  further  aids  of  any  sort,  towards 
the  opening,  making,  or  keeping  in  repair,  of  the 
road  aforesaid. 

Approved,  February  28,  1823. 


An  Act  to  revive,  and  to  continue  in  force,  the 
seventh  section  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act,  supple- 
mentary to  the  several  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land 
claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  approved  the 
eleventh  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  seventh  section  of 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
several  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in 
the  Stale  of  Louisiana,"  approved  Uie  eleventh  of 
May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  in 
relation  to  back  concessions,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  revived  and  continued  in  full  force  and 
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effect,  for  the  term  of  eighteen  months,  from  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  so  much 
of  the  lot  of  land  on  which  is  situated  the  navy 
storehouse,  in  New  Orleans,  as  may  be  necessary 
to  continue  the  street,  now  commenced,  leading 
from  Condi  Street  to  Market  Hall,  is  hereby 
granted  to,  and  vested  in,  the  Corporation  of  the 
City  of  New  Orleans,  for  the  purpose  of  continu- 
ing the  said  street. 

Approved,  February  28,  1823. 


An  Act  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act,  passed  the  eight- 
eenth April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six, 
as  limits  the  price  of  certain  lands  in  the  State  of 
Tennessee. 

Be  it  enacted,  <f  c.  That  so  much  of  an  act,  passed 
the  eighteenth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  ei^ht 
hundred  and  six,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect 
titles  to  certain  lands  therein  described,  and  to 
settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and  unappropriated 
lands  within  the  same,"  which  provides  "  that  the 
lowest  price  of  all  lands  granted  or  sold  within 
the  ceded  territory  shall  l^  the  same  as  shall  be 
established  by  Congress,  for  the  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repeated  ; 
and  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  are 
authorized  and  empowered  to  affix  such  price  to 
the  lands  in  said  ceded  territory,  as,  in  their  dis- 
cretion, may  be  deenied  right  and  proper :  any 
thing  in  said  act  of  the  eighteenth  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Approved,  February  28,  1823. 

An  Act  appropriating  money  for  the  purpose  of  repair- 
ing the  public  road  from  Cumberland  to  Wheeling. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars,  of  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  and  im- 
proving the  public  road  from  Cumberland  to 
Wheehng,  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States. 

Sbc.  2.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That,  for  the 
faithful  and  speedy  accomplishment  of  this  object, 
the  President,  with  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  shall 
appoint  some  fit  person  as  superintendent  of  the 
said  road,  whose  duty  it  shall  oe,  with  all  practi- 
cable despatch,  to  contract  for,  and  personally  su- 
perintend, the  execution  of  the  repairs  and  improve- 
ments which  shall  be  deemed  necessary  on  the 
said  road,  as  well  as  to  receive,  disburse,  and  faith- 
fully account  with  the  Treasury  for,  the  sums  of 
money  which  may  be  received  by  him  in  virtue 
of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  su- 
perintendent, so  to  be  appointed,  shall,  before  he 
enters  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  enjoined  by 
this  act,  execute  bond,  to  the  United  States,  witn 
security,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  discharge  of 
his  duties,  enjoined  by  this  act;  he  shall  hold  his 
office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  President,  and 


shall  receive,  as  a  compensation  for  hb  seTTi^*^ 
the  sum  of  three  dollars  per  day,  during  the  t» 
he  may  be  employed  in  the  disenarge  of  the  dm* 
enjoined  by  this  act. 
Approved,  February  28,  1823. 


An  Act  aupplemeBtaiy  to  and  to  amnid  an  ict,cs:did 
'*  An  act  to  regulate  the  ooUectioB  of  dotica  i: 
imports  and  tonnage,"  passed  aecoad  Hard,  «> 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninetj-niDe,  ui  in 
other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That,  from  and  after  tike  i»r: 
day  of  March  next,  no  goods,  wares,  or  mercbs 
dise,  subject  to  ad  valorem  duty,  mnd  imported  t^ 
the  United  States,  shall  be  admitted  toaneiD. 
unless  the  true  invoice  of  the  same  be  presented  t 
the  collector  at  the  time  of  entry,  or  unioi  m 
same  be  admitted  ia  the  mode  autnorized  uip- 
scribed  in  the  next  ensuing  section  of  tk  s:: 
Provided,  That  this  prohibition  shall  notece^ 
to  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise^  u  ^ 
have  been  taken  from  a  wreck. 

Sec  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  vj, 
no  invoice  has  been  received  for  any  goods.  ia'« 
or  merchandise,  imported  and  subject  to  id  fi^ 
rem  duty  as  aforesaid,  the  owner,  importo.  ct 
signee.  or  agent,  shall  make  oath  of  the  stociv 
the  collector  of  the  port  shall  be,  and  be  ishetts 
authovized,  if  in  his  judgment  the  circomia^^: 
under  which  such  goods,  wares,  or  mathi^j^i 
shall  have  been  imported,  or  any  other  cutis 
stance  connected  therewith,  render  it  ts^es^-\ 
to  admit  the  same  to  an  entiy,  on  ana^vilsefsr' 
thereof,  duly  made,  in  the  manner  heieioafterp^j 
scribed:  Provided,  That  the  owner,  impomr.rsi 
signee,  or  agent,  of  such  goods,  wares,  or « 
chandise,  shall,  previous  to  such  entry,  gireiat 
with  sufficient  sureties,  to  the  United  Sti»'- 
produce  to  such  collector  the  invoice  of  tbfsc* 
within  eight  months  from  the  time  of  entry, if ^ 
same  were  imported  from  any  port  or  place a^ 
side,  and  witnin  eighteen  months,  if  froa 
port  or  place  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  H< 
Cape  Horn,  or  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hopt 
to  pay  any  amount  of  duty  to  which  it  maf  s 
by  such  mvoice,  the  said  goods,  wares,  or 
chandise,  were  subject,  over  and  above  the  a 
of  duties  estimated  on  the  said  appraiseoeet 

Sfic.  3.  And  he  it  fwrthtr  enadei,  Thai 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  imported  i9K< 
United  States,  shall  not  have  been  entered  n 
sua  nee  of  the  provisions  of  this  or  anv  orbf? 
regulating  imports  and  tonnage,  the  same  sb 
deposited,  according  to  existing  laws,  io  i^\ 
lie  warehouse,  and  shall  there  reraaio.  at  tke 
pense  and  risk  of  the  owner,  until  such  iovoi 
produced :  Provided,  however.  That,  when  the 
l^oods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  have  refls 
in  the  public  warehouse  nine  months,  if  im}^ 
from  any  port  or  place  on  this  side,  and  fi  ^ 
months,  if  from  any  port  or  place  bert^^ 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  Cape  Uoro.  or  m«^ 
Cape  of  €k>od  Ho]pe,  and  no  invoice  ^aii  ^< ' 
duced,  then  the  «id  goods,  wares,  sod  dk^ 
dise,  shall  be  apprai^,  and  the  duties  fs^ 
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thereon  in  the  maiiDer  hereioafter  directed :  Pro- 
pidedj  aUOf  That  nothiDg  herein  contained  shall 
be  understood  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  such  quanti- 
ties of  goods,  stored  as  aforesaid,  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  discharge  the  duties  thereon,  and  all  interven- 
ing charges,  at  the  time  or  times  when  such  duties 
shall  become  due  and  payable :  And  provided  fitr" 
iher,  That  the  collector  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  direct  an  earlier  sale  of  articles  of  a 
perishable  nature,  and  of  such  as  may  be  liable  to 
waste ;  first  giving  such  notice  of  the  sale  as  cir- 
cgijktances  may  admit,  by  public  advertisement, 
in  one  or  more  papers,  at  or  nearest  to  the  port 
vhere  such  sale  may  be  had ;  which  said  articles 
the  collector  shall  previously  cause  to  be  appraised, 
and  the  duties  estimated  tnereon,  in  the  manner 
hereinafter  directed ;  and  the  proceeds  of  sttch 
sale  shall  be  disposed  of  at  the  expiration  of  the 
said  periods  of  nine  and  eighteen  months,  respect- 
ively, as  the  ease  toay  be,  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  the  fifty-sixth  section  of  the  act  regulating  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  passed 
the  second  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-nine:  Providedj  tdto,  That 
oothing  in  this  section  shall  be  construed  to  affect 
the  cases  contemplated  by  the  fifty-sixth  section 
of  the  act  regulating  the  collection  of  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage,  passed  the  second  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine. 

Sec.  1  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted.  That,  in  all 
cases  where  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall 
bave  been  imported  into  the  United  States,  and 
shall  be  entered  by  invoice,  one  of  the  followinff 
oaths,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  case,  shall 
he  administered  by  the  collector  of  the  port  at  the 
time  of  entry,  to  the  owner,  importer,  consignee, 
or  agent,  in  lieu  of  the  oath  now  prescribed  by  law 
in  such  case : 

Qmeigneey  Importer,  or  Agent^a  oath. 

h  — ;,  do  solemnly  and  truly  swear  or  affirm 
^t  the  invoice  and  bill  of  lading  now  presented 

^  me  to  the  collector  of ,  are  the  true  and 

ooly  invoice  and  bill  of  lading  by  me  received,  of 
ill  the  goods^  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported 

ja  the . ,  whereof is  master,  from  , 

for  account  of  any  person  whomsoever,  for  whom 
I  am  authorized  to  enter  the  same;  that  the  said 
•Dvoice  and  bill  of  lading  are  in  thevtate  in  which 
^y  were  actually  received  by  me,  and  that  I  do 
ftot  know  nor  believe  in  the  existence  of  any  other 
(OToice,  or  bill  of  lading  of  the  said  goods,  wares, 
^  merchandise ;  that  the  entry  now  delivered  to 
|he  collector,  contains  a  just  and  true  account  of 
«e  said  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise^  aceord- 
°gto  the  said  invoice  and  bill  of  ladmg;  that 
|otbiQg  has  been,  on  my  part,  nor  to  my  knowl- 
I^K^)  on  the  part  of  any  other  person,  concealed 
'^expressed,  whereby  the  United  States  may  be 
rauded  ot  any  part  of  the  duty  lawfully  due  on 
said  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  and  that 
at  any  time  hereafter,  I  discover  any  error  in 
>  said  invoice,  or  in  the  account  now  rendered 
fm  said  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  or  re- 

Ei^e  any  otner  invoice  of  the  same,  I  will  imme- 
tely  make  the  same  known  to  the  collector  of 


this  district.  And  I  do  further  solemnly  and  truly 
(swear  or  affirm)  that,  to  the  best  of  my  knowl- 
edge and  belief,  [insert  the  name  and  residence  of 
the  owner  or  owners,  is  or  are,]  of  the  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  mentioned  in  the  annexed 
entry ;  that  the  invoice  now  produced  by  me  ex- 
hibits the  actual  cost,  (if  purcnatsed,)  or  fair  mar- 
ket value,  (if  otherwise  ootained,)  at  the  time  or 
times,  and  place  or  places,  when  and  where  pro- 
cured, (as  the  case  may  be,)  of  the  said  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  all  the  charges  thereon,  and  no 
other  or  diflferent  discount,  bounty,  or  drawback, 
but  such  as  has  been  actually  allowed  on  the 


same. 


OwnerU  oath,  in  cases  where  goods,  vares,  or  merchan- 
dise, have  been  actually  purchased. 

I, ,  do  solemnly  and  truly  swear  or  affirm 

that  the  entry  now  delivered  by  me  to  the  collector 

of ,  contains  a  just  and  true  account  of  all 

the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  by 

or  consigned  to  me,  in  the ,  whereof is 

master,  trom ;  that  the  invoice  which  I  now 

produce  contains  a  just  and  faithful  account  of 
the  actual  cost  of  the  said  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, of  all  charges  thereon,  including  charges 
of  purchasing,  carriages,  bleaching,  dyeing,  dress- 
ing, finishing,  putting  up,  and  packing,  and  no 
other  discount,  drawback,  or  bounty,  but  such  as 
has  been  actually  allowed  on  the  same ;  that  I  do 
not  know  nor  believe  in  the  existence  of  any  in- 
voice or  bill  of  lading  other  than  those  now  pro- 
duced by  me,  and  that  they  are  in  the  state  in 
which  I  actually  received  them.  And  1  do  fur- 
ther solemnly  and  truly  swear  or  affirm  that  I 
have  not,  in  the  said  entry  or  invoice,  concealed 
or  suppressed  any  thing  whereby  the  United  States 
may  be  defrauded  of  any  part  of  the  duty  lawfully 
due  on  the  said  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise ; 
and  that  if,  at  any  time  hereafter.  I  discover  any 
error  in  the  said  invoice,  or  in  the  account  now 
produced,  of  the  said  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, or  receive  any  other  invoice  of  the  same.  I 
will  immediately  make  the  same  known  to  tne 
collector  of  this  district. 

Manufacturer's  or  Owner's  oath,  in  cases  where  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  ?Mve  not  been  actuallp  pur- 
chased. 

I, ,  do  solemnly  and  truly  swear  or  affirm 

that  the  entry  now  delivered  by  me  to  the  collector 

of ,  contains  a  just  and  true  account  of  all 

the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  by 

or  consigned  to  me,  in  the ^  whereof is 

master,  from ;  that  the  said  goods,  wares, 

and  merchandise,  were  not  actually  bought  by  me, 
or  by  my  agent,  in  the  ordinary  mode  of  bargain 
and  sale,  but  that,  nevertheless,  the  invoice  which 
I  now  produce,  contains  a  just  and  faithful  valua- 
tion of  the  same,  at  their  fair  market  value,  in- 
cluding charges  of  purchasing,  carriajges,  bleach- 
ing, dyeing,  dressing,  finishing,  putting  up,  and 
packing,  at  the  time  or  times,  and  place  or  places 
when  and  where  procured  for  my  account,  (or  for 
account  of  myself  and  partners;)  that  the  said  in- 
voice contains  also  a  just  and.uithful  accouut  of 
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all  charges  actually  paid,  and  no  other  discount, 
drawback,  or  bounty,  but  such  as  has  been  actu- 
ally allowed  on  the  said  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise; that  I  do  not  know,  nor  believe  in  the 
existence,  of  any  invoice  or  bill  of  lading,  other 
than  those  now  produced  by  me,  and  that  they 
are  in  the  state  in  which  I  actually  received  them. 
And  I  do  further  solemnly  and  truly  swear  or  af- 
firm that  I  have  not,  in  the  said  entry  or  invoice, 
concealed  or  suppressed  any  thing  whereby  the 
United  States  may  be  defrauded  of  any  part  of 
the  duty  lawfully  aue  on  the  said  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  and  that  if,  at  any  time  here- 
after, I  discover  any  error  in  the  said  invoice,  or 
in  the  account  now  produced,  of  the  said  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  or  receive  any  other  in- 
voice of  the  same,  I  will  immediately  make  the 
same  known  to  the  collector  of  this  district. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  U  fimiher  enacted^  That  the  ad 
valorem  rates  of  duty  upon  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  shall  be  estimated  in  the  manner 
following ;  to  the  actual  cost,  if  the  same  shall 
have  been  actually  purchased,  or  the  actual  value, 
if  the  same  shall  have  been  procured  otherwise 
than  by  purchase,  at  the  time  and  place,  when 
and  wnere  purchased  or  otherwise  procured,  or  to 
the  appraised  value,  if  appraised,  except  in  cases 
where  goods  are  subjected  to  the  penalty  provided 
for  in  the  thirteenth  section  of  this  act,  shall  be 
added  all  charges,  except  insurance;  and,  also, 
twenty  per  centum  on  the  said  cost  or  value  and 
charges,  if  imported  from  the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope, 
or  any  place  beyond  that^  or  from  beyond  Cape 
Horn,  or  ten  per  centum  if  from  any  other  place 
or  country;  and  the  said  rates  of  duty  shall  be 
estimated  on  such  aggregate  amount:  Provided^ 
That  in  all  cases  where  any  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  subject  to  ad  valorem  duty,  shall 
have  been  imported  from  a  country  other  than 
that  in  which  the  same  were  manufactured  or 
produced,  the  appraisers  shall  value  the  same  at 
the  current  value  at  the  time  of  exportation,  in  the 
country  where  the  same  may  have  been  originally 
manufactured  or  produced. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United 
States,  subject  to  ad  valorem  duty,  and  belonging 
to  a  person  or  persons  residing  in  the  United 
States,  but  who  shall,  at  the  time,  be  absent  from 
the  place  where  the  same  are  intended  to  be  en- 
tered, shall  be  admitted  to  an  entry,  unless  the 
importer,  consignee,  or  agent,  shall  previously  give 
bond,  the  form  of  which  shall  be  prescribed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  sufficient  sureties, 
to  produce,  within  four  months,  to  the  collector  of 
the  port  where  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise may  be,  the  invoice  of  the  same  duly  verified, 
accordinff  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  by  the 
oath  of  the  said  owner,  or  one  of  the  owners,  as 
prescribed  in  the  fourth  section  of  this  act;  which 
oath  shall  be  administered  by  a  collector  of  the 
United  States,  if  there  be  any  in  the  place  where 
the  said  owner  or  owners  may  be ;  or  if  there  be 
none,  by  some  public  officer  duly  authorized  to 
administer  oaths. 

Sbc.  7.  And  he  it/Urther  enacUeL^  That  no  goods, 


wares,  or  merchandise,  subject  to  ad  valorem  dca. 
imported  as  aforesaid,  and  belonging  to  i  pena 
or  persons  not  residing  at  the  time  in  the  tnm 
States,  and  who  shall  have  actually  purchased  tbt 
same,  shall  be  admitted  to  entry, unless  theiofoiu 
be  verified  by  the  oath  of  the  owner,  or  ooe  of  tb£ 
owners,  certifying  that  the  said  goods,  wares,  @ 
merchandise,  were  actually  purchased  for  his  le- 
count,  or  for  account  of  himself  and  partoen  a 
the  said  purchase;  that  the  invoice  annexed tbe> 
to  contains  a  true  and  faithful  account  of  the  iv 
tual  cost  thereof,  and  of  all  charges  thereos,  ii^ 
that  no  discounts,  bounties,  or  drawbacks, are cssr 
tained  in  the  said  invoice,  but  such  as  hare  k& 
actually  allowed  on  the  same;  which  said  &i 
shall  be  administered  by  a  consul  or  cooimcrtiL 
asent  of  the  United  States;  or  bysomepcliL: 
officer  duly  authorized  to  admini:>ter  oaths  n  (k 
country  where  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  vaatht 
dise^  shall  have  been  purchased,  and  thesamedslf 
certified  by  the  said  consul,  commercial  ags;<r 
public  officer;  in  which  latter  case,  suchoipil 
certificate  shall  be  authenticated  by  a  cobsqI  s 
commercial  agent  of  the  United  States:  iM^ 
That  if  there  be  no  consul  or  commercialisms 
the  United  States  in  the  country  fromwhickm 
said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  hareiia: 
imported,  the  authentication  hereby  required  sui 
be  executed  by  a  consul  of  a  nation  at  the  ucf  s 
amity  with  the  United  States,  if  there  beaof  kl*- 
residing  there ;  and  if  there  be  no  such  co&^  ^ 
the  country,  the  said  authentication  shall  bees^ 
by  two  respectable  merchants,  if  any  such  liia^ 
be,  residing  in  the  port  from  which  the  ^ 
^oods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  hare  brc 
imported. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it /Striker  enacted^  Tfaatnogced 
wares,  or  merchandise,  subject  to  ad  valoremiis? 
imported  as  aforesaid,  and  belongiog  to  a  pe^ 
or  persons  not  residing  at  the  time  in  the  Ucii<s 
States,  who  may  not  have  acquired  the  n&^ 
the  ordinary  mode  of  bargain  and  sale,  or  belt^ 
ing  to  a  person  or  persons  who  may  be  theia^ 
facturer  or  manufacturers,  in  whole  or  in  ptf^^ 
the  same,  shall  be  admitted  to  entry,  ■nlest^ii' 
voice  thereof  be  verified  by  the  oath  of  the  ovsff. 
or  of  one  of  the  owners,  certifying  that  the  io^oi!' 
contains  a  true  and  faithful  account  of  the  ^ 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  at  their  fair  xoarl^ 
value  at  the  time  and  place  when  and  where  ^ 
same  were  procured  or  manufactured,  as  the  as 
may  be,  and  of  all  charges  thereon;  and  tbatt^ 
said  invoice  contains  no  discounts,  bouDtieK^' 
drawbacks,  but  such  as  have  been  actaalljr  ^^^' 
ed ;  which  said  oath  shall  have  been  dol)r  adsi^ 
istored  and  authenticated  in  the  mode  pre$cr^ 
in  the  seventh  section  of  this  act 

Sec  9.  And  he  it  fwrihtr  enacted,  That  mik 
cases  where  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  so^i*, 
to  ad  valorem  duty,  imported  as  aforcEaid,  ^^ 
belong  to  the  estates  of  deceased  persoos  or  of  p^ 
sons  insolvent,  who  shall  have  assigned  the  sas; 
for  the  benefit  of  their  creditors,  the  oaths  rtq^J 
by  the  fourth,  seventh,  and  eiehth  sections  ol  ^ 
act,  may  be  administered  to  the  execntor,  adffi- 
istrator,  or  assignees,  of  such  persons,  in  theau^ 
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er  prescribed  by  this  act,  according  to  the  nature 
f  the  case. 

Sec.  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  in  all 
ases  where  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  subject 
)  ad  valorem  duty,  imported  as  aforesaid,  and  be- 
mgiog  to  a  person  or  persons  not  residing  in  the 
faited  States,  shall  not  be  accompanied  with  an 
lYoice  verified  by  oath,  and  authenticated  as  re- 
aired  by  the  seventh,  eighth,  and  ninth  sections 
f  this  act,  as  the  case  mav  be;  or  where  it  shall 
ot  be  practicable  to  maxe  such  oath,  or  there 
lall  be  an  immaterial  informality  in  the  oath  or 
athentication  so  required,  or  where  the  collector 
f  the  port  at  which  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
liandise  shall  be,  shall  have  certified  his  opinion 

>  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  no  fraud 
ras  intended  in  the  invoice  of  said  goods,  wares, 
r  merchandise,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
lall  be,  and  be  is  herebjr,  authorized,  if  he  shall 
eem  it  expedient,  to  admit  the  same  to  an  entry : 
Vovided^  That  the  consignee,  importer,  or  agent, 
lall,  previous  to  such  entry,  give  bond,  the  form 
'hereof  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of 
16  Treasury,  with  sufficient  sureties,  to  produce 
le  invoice,  if  the  same  be  practicable,  sworn  to 
id  authenticated  as  may  be  required  by  this  act, 
ccording  to  the  nature  of  the  case,  and  in  the 
me  and  mode  prescribed  in  the  second  section  of 
lis  act,  in  cases  where  no  invoice  has  been  re- 
vived :  And  provided,  always,  That  the  Secretary 
r  the  Treasury  shall  in  no  case  admit  any  goods, 
'ares,  or  merchandise,  to  an  entry,  where  there  is 
1st  ground  to  suspect  that  a  fraud  on  the  revenue 
» intended. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all 
ises  where  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise^  subject 

>  ad  valorem  duty,  imported  as  aforesaid,  shall 
elong  in  part  to  a  person  or  persons  residing  in 
le  United  States,  and  in  part  to  a  person  or  per- 
ms residing  out  of  the  United  States,  the  oath  of 
le  of  the  owners,  residing  in  the  United  States, 
lall  be  sufficient  to  admit  the  same  to  an  entry 
^cording  to  the  provisions  of  this  act :  But  itisex- 
'mly  provided,  That,  in  all  cases  where  the  goods, 
ares,  or  merchandise  shall  have  been  manufac- 
ired,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by^  any  one  of  the  awn- 
's residing  out  of  the  United  States,  the  same 
lall  not  be  so  admitted  to  an  entry,  unless  the 
ivoice  shall  have  been  verified  and  authenticated 
f  such  manufacturer  in  the  manner  prescribed  in 
te  eighth  section  of  this  act. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  when- 
rer  the  invoice  of  goods,  wares,  or  mercnandise, 
ibject  to  ad  valorem  duty,  imported  as  aforesaid, 
id  belonging  to  a  person  or  persons  non-residing  in 
e  United  States,  shall  not  have  been  duly  veri- 
*A  and  authenticated,  and,  upon  application  to 
le  Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  according  to  the 
nth  section  of  this  act,  the  said  goods,  wares,  or 
erchandise,  shall  have  been  refused  an  entry,  the 
ime  shall  be  deemed  suspected,  and  shall  be  liable 

>  the  same  additions  and  penalties  as  are  provided 
I  the  case  of  fraudulent  invoices  in  the  following 
'ction. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when- 
'er,  in  the  opinion  of  the  collector,  there  shall  be 


just  grounds  to  suspect  that  goods,  wares^  or  mer- 
chandise, subject  to  ad  valorem  duty  and  imported 
into  his  district,  have  been  invoiced  below  their 
true  value,  in  the  place  or  country  from  whence 
they  were  imported  or  originally  procured,  as  the 
case  may  be,  as  prescribed  in  the  fifth  section  of 
this  act,  such  collector  shall  direct  the  same  to  be 
appraised  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  this  act; 
and  if  the  value  at  which  the  same  shall  be  so 
appraised  shall  exceed  by  twenty-five  per  centum 
the  invoice  prices  thereof,  then  in  addition  to  the 
ten  or  twenty  per  centum,  as  the  case  may  be,  laid 
upon  correct  and  regular  invoices,  according  to 
law,  there  shall  be  added  fifty  per  centum  on  the 
appraised  value ;  on  which  aggregate  amount  the 
duties  on  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall 
be  estimated :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  to  impose  the  said  pen- 
alty of  fifty  per  centum  for  a  variance  between 
the  bona  fide  invoice  of  goods,  produced  in  the 
manner  specified  in  the  proviso  in  the  fifth  section 
of  this  act,  and  the  current  value  of  the  said  mer- 
chandise in  the  country  where  the  same  may  have 
been  originally  manufactured  or  produced. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enaded.  That,  in  all 
cases  where  the  appraised  value  of  any  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise^  appraised  under  this  or 
any  other  act  concerning  imports  and  tonnage, 
shall  exceed  by  less  than  twenty-five  per  centum 
the  invoice  value  thereof,  such  appraised  value 
shall  be  considered  the  true  value  of  such  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  upon  which  the  duty  shall 
be  charged,  with  the  addition  of  such  per  centum 
as  may  be  by  law  required :  Provided,  That,  in  no 
case,  shall  the  duty  be  estimated  on  an  amount 
less  than  the  invoice  value  with  the  addition  by 
law  required. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  col- 
lectors of  the  revenue  shall  cause  at  least  one  pack- 
age out  of  every  invoice,  and  one  package,  at  least, 
out  of  every  twenty  packages  of  each  invoice  of 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  imported  into  their 
respective  districts,  which  package  or  packages 
he  shall  have  first  designated  on  the  invoice,  to  be 
opened  and  examined ;  and  if  the  same  be  found 
not  to  correspond  with  the  invoice  thereof,  or  to 
be  falsely  charged  in  such  invoice,  a  full  inspec- 
tion of  all  such  ^oods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  as 
may  be  included  m  the  same  entry,  shall  be  made ; 
and  in  case  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
be  subject  to  ad  valorem  duty,  the'same  shall  be 
appraised^  and  subjected  to  the  penalties  provided 
in  the  thirteenth  section  in  the  case  of  suspected 
or  fraudulent  invoices;  and  in  every  case,  whe- 
ther such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  be  subject 
to  ad  valorem  or  specific  duty,  if  any  package  be 
found  to  contain  any  article  not  described  in  the 
invoice,  the  whole  package  shall  be  forfeited  :  Pro- 
vided, That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  remit  the  said  forfeit- 
ure, if  in  his  opinion  the  said  article  was  put  in 
by  mistake,  or  without  any  intention  to  defraud 
the  revenue. 

Sec.  16.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  the 
appraisement  of  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
required  by  this  or  any  other  acjt  concerning  im- 
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gyrts  and  tonnage,  the  President  of  the  United 
tates  shall,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  appoint  in  each  of  the  ports  of  Bos- 
ton, New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Charles- 
ton, Savannah,  and  New  Orleans,  two  persons 
well  qnalified  to  perform  that  duty,  who,  before 
they  enter  thereon,  shall  severally  make  oath  dili- 
gently and  faithfully  to  examine  and  inspect  such 
foods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  as  the  collector  may 
irect.  and  truly  to  report,  to  the  best  of  their 
knowledge  and  belief,  the  true  value  thereof,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  the  fifth  section  of  this 
acts  s^ncl  when  any  appraisement  is  to  be  made 
in  any  port  other  than  those  above  named^  the 
collector  shall  appoint  two  respectable  resident 
merchants,  who,  after  having  taken  the  oath  re- 
qaired  by  this  section,  shall  be  the  appraisers ;  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  have  author- 
ity to  direct  the  appraisers  for  any  collection  dis- 
trict to  attend  in  any  other  collection  district,  for 
the  purpose  of  appraising  any  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  imported  therein  ;  and  the  President 
of  the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized,  in  the 
recess  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  the  appraisers  for 
the  ports  provided  for  in  this  section,  which  ap- 
pointments shall  continue  in  force  until  the  end 
of  the  session  of  Congress  thereafter. 

Sec.  17.  A'nd  he  it  farihtr  enacted^  That  each  of 
the  appraisers  who  may  be  appointed  under  the 
sixteenth  section  of  this  act,  for  the  ports  of  New 
Orleans,  Savannah,  Charleston,  Baltimore,  Phil- 
adelphia, and  Boston,  shall  each  receive  as  a  com- 
pensation for  his  services  fifteen  hundred  dollars 
per  annum;  and  the  appraisers  for  the  port  of 
New  York  shall  each  receive  two  thousand  dol- 
lars per  annum ;  and  the  merchants  who  may  be 
appointed  to  act  as  appraisers  under  this  act  shall 
receive  for  their  services,  while  actually  emploved 
on  that  duty,  each,  a  compensation  of  five  dollars 
per  diem ;  and  whenever  the  appraisers  appointed 
under  the  sixteenth  section  or  this  act  attend  in 
any  district  other  than  that  in  which  they  reside, 
for  the  purpose  of  appraising  any  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandise,  they  snail  respectively  receive  at 
the  rate  of  ^v^  dollars  for  every  twenty-five  miles 
in  ^oing  to  or  returning  from  such  district,  in 
addition  to  the  salary  or  pay  provided  for  in  this 
section. 

Sbc.  18.  And  be  U  Jkirther  enaciedy  That,  in  all 
cases  where  the  owner,  consignee,  importer,  or 
afi^ent,  shall  be  dissatisfied  with  the  appraisement 
of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  made  by  the 
appraisers  appointed  under  the  sixteenth  section  of 
this  act,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  him  to  employ,  at 
his  own  expense,  two  respectable  resident  mer- 
chants, who,  after  being  duly  qualified,  according 
to  the  sixteenth  section  of  this  act,  shall,  together 
with  the  two  appraisers  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  under  tnis  act,  examine  and  in- 
spect the  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  in  ques- 
tion ;  and,  after  such  examination  and  inspection, 
they  shall  report  the  value  thereof,  if  they  agree 
therein,  and,  if  not,the  circumstances  of  their  dis- 
agreement, to  the  collector;  and  in  case  such 
owner,  consignee,  importer,  or  agent,  shall  be  dis- 
satisfied with  such  report  and  second  appraisemei^t; 


it  shall  be  lawful  for  him  to  refer  the  case  l  L* 
Secretary  of  theTreasury,  who  shall  be,  a:k . 
hereby,  authorized  and  empowered  to  decide  ih: 
on,  or  to  require  further  testimony  in  the  ct^. . 
such  manner  as  he  may  deem  proper,  and  to  i^c 
(he  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, tot? ^> 
tered  accordingly. 

Sec.  19.  AfStoe  it ftarther  enacted,  Thatmor 
chant,  who  shall  be  chosen  bv  the  collector,  if  p 
the  party  in  interest,  to  maxe  any  appraisecit 
required  under  this  or  any  other  act  respecoi: 
imports  and  tonnage,  and  who  shall,  aft€?  h 
notice  of  such  choice  has  been  ^iveoiokiL: 
writing,  decline  or  neglect  to  assist  it  ssni}- 
praisement,  shall  be  subject  to  a  penaltf  ccte: 
ceeding  fifty  dollars,  and  to  the  costs  of  yr^:^". 
tion  therefor. 

Sec.  20.  Andheit  farther  enacUd,  Thatc«c>c 
of  the  excess  of  duty  accruing  in  consequt:': - 
the  fifty  per  cent,  added  to  the  value  of  aDjpfiF. 
wares,  or  merchandise,  under  the  thirim^« 
tion  of  this  act,  shall  be  divided  among  tm- 
tom-house  ofllcers  of  the  port  in  which  such  z^^ 
wares,  or  merchandise,  may  be,  in  the  tiah' 
prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  reco:- 
the  [collection  of]  duties  on  imports  ao:  ** 
nage,"  passed  on  the  second  day  ot  March. ?''3 
teen  hundred  and  ninetjr-nine :  Proridfd^  T^ 
in  no  case  shall  the  appraisers  of  goods,  wan^ 
merchandise,  be  entitled  to  or  receive  any  ?a.i 
the  said  duty. 

Sec.  21.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  Tbar,'r<?^^ 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  which  d^t^. 
taken  from  any  wreck,  shall  be  admitted  i  ^ 
entry,  the  same  shall  be  appraised,  io  ihec::.'' 
prescribed  in  the  sixteenth  section  of  this  a::  i: 
the  same  proceedings  shall  be  ordered  and  eif^ 
ed  in  all  cases  where  a  reduction  of  duti'^  -^ 
be  claimed  on  account  of  damage  whieb  ^ 
floods,  wares  or  merchandise,  shall  MTesu^x:*. 
m  the  course  of  the  voyage ;  and  in  aL  i* 
where  the  owner,  importer,  consignee,  or  ar^ 
shall  be  dissati^ed  with  such  appraiseises' j' 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  privileges  provided  *£  - 
eighteenth  section  of  this  act. 

Sec  ^.  And  he  it  fuHher  enacted,  Thr- ^• 
every  verification  and  certificate,  made  nndtr  ^"^ 
act,  oefore  a  consul  or  commercial  agent  c:  '>« 
United  States,  such  consul  or  commercia'-  '^ 
shall  be  entitled  to  demand  and  receive,  froc "' 
person  making  the  same,  a  fee  of  tiro  doX: 
Pnmded,  Each  shipper  shall  have  the  n^-  - 
include  all  articles  shipped  by  him  in  the  sao-:  - 
voice. 

Sec.  23.  And  he  itfuriher  enacted.  That.  ^ 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  aufi. 
ted  to  an  entry  upon  invoice,  the  collecior  d  i' 
port  in  which  the  same  are  entered  shall  cf?^" 
the  same  under  his  official  seal ;  and  no  other ?• 
dence  of  the  value  of  such  soods,  wares,  or  ^ 
chandise,  shall  be  admitted  on  the  part  o^  ^ 
owner  or  owners  thereof,   in  any  court  ei  - 
United   States,  except  in  corroboration  oi  '- 
entry. 

Sec.  24.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  Thatac.O 
son  or  persons,  who  shall  counterfeit  aor  ^' 
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cate  or  attestation  made  in  pursuance  of  this  act, 
or  use  such  certificate  or  attestation,  knowing  the 
same  to  be  counterfeit,  shall,  upon  conviction 
thereof  before  any  court  of  the  United  States 
having  cognizance  of  the  same,  be  adjudged  guil- 
ty of  xelony,  and  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceeding 
ten  thousand  dollars,  and  imprisoned  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  three  years. 

Sec.  25.  And  he  U  further  enacted,  That  any  bond 
to  the  United  States,  entered  into  for  the  payment 
of  duties  by  a  merchant  belonging  to  a  firm,  in 
tbe  name  of  such  firm,  shall  equally  bind  the  part- 
ner or  partners  in  trade,  of  the  person  or  persons 
by  whom  such  bond  shall  have  been  executed ; 
but  no  clerk  or  hired  person,  in  the  constant 
employment  of  another,  shall  become  principal 
or  surety  to  any  bond  to  which  his  employer  is  a 
party. 

Sec.  26.  And  he  U  further  enacted,  That  no  bond 
for  duties  on  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  shall  be  accepted 
by  any  collector  of  the  revenue,  unless  the  princi- 
pal be  a  resident  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
surety  or  sureties  citizens  thereof. 

Sec.  27.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  every 
case  where  tbe  owner,  importer,  consignee,  or 
agent,  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  im- 
ported as  aforesaid,  and  the  duty  upon  which  shall 
amount  to  fifty  dollars,  or  upwards,  may,  at  the 
lime  of  entry,  desire  to  pay  the  duties  thereon  in 
cash,  the  collector  of  the  port  where  the  said 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  may  be  entered, 
shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to 
receive  the  same,  and  to  allow  a  discount  on  the 
amount  of  the  duties,  at  the  rate  of  four  per  cen- 
tum per  annum,  for  the  legal  term  of  credit  which 
would  have  been  allowed  by  law  on  such  duties. 

Sec.  28.  And  he  it  fiirther  enacted,  That  all  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United 
States,  the  duties  on  which  shall  have  been  paid, 
or  secured  to  be  paid,  may  be  transported  coast- 
wise, from  the  district  into  which  they  were  im- 
ported to  two  other  di^ricts,  and  exported  from 
either  of  them  witf  the  benefit  of  drawback :  Pro- 
vided, That  all  regulations  and  formalities  now  in 
force  relating  to  the  transportation  of  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  coastwise,  from  the  district 
into  which  they  were  imported  to  another  dis- 
trict for  benefit  of  drawback,  and  such  other 
regulations  as  are  prescribed  under  and  by  virtue 
of  this  act,  for  the  further  transportation  of  such 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  to  other  districts, 
shall  be  complied  with  :  And  provided,  aleo,  That 
all  the  regulations  and  formalities  now  in  force, 
respecting  the  exportation  of  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  for  the  benefit  of  drawback,  shall  be 
complied  with,  so  far  as  may  be  consistent  with 
other  provisions  of  this  act ;  and  the  Secretary  of 
(he  Treasury  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized to  prescribe  the  form  of  the  certificate  to  be 
used,  and  of  the  oaths  to  be  taken,  on  the  trans- 
portation of  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
from  the  second  district,  into  which  they  may  be 
so  brought,  to  the  third  district. 

Sbc.  29.  Andhe  it  fiirther  enacted,  That  all  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  subject  to  ad  valorem  duty. 


and  intended  for  exportation,  with  benefit  of  draw- 
back, which  shall  be  transported  from  one  district 
to  another,  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  copy  from 
the  invoice,  of  the  cost  thereof^  certified  by  the 
collector  of  the  district  from  which  they  may  have 
been  last  re-shipped,  which  certified  copy  shall  be 
produced  to  the  collector  of  the  district  irom  which 
such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  are  intended 
to  be  exported ;  and  such  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, as  well  as  all  such  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, subject  to  ad  valorem  duty,  as  shall  be 
exported  from  the  district  into  whicn  they  may 
have  been  originally  imported,  shall  be  inspected 
by  the  appraisers  at  the  time  of  exportation,  in  the 
manner  provided  by  this  act,  on  the  importation 
of  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise ;  and  if  the 
same  are  found  not  to  correspond  with  the  original 
invoice,  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
shall  be  subjected  to  forfeiture,  accord iuj^  to  the 
provisions  of  the  eighty-fourth  section  of  an  act, 
entitled  ^^An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  du- 
ties on  imports  and  tonnage,"  passed  the  second  of 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine. 

Sec  30.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all 
cases  of  entr^  of  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
for  the  benefit  of  drawback,  the  time  of  twenty 
days  shall  be  allowed,  from  the  date  of  the  clear- 
ance of  the  ship  or  vessel,  in  which  the  same  shall 
have  been  laden,  for  taking  the  oaths,  completing 
the  entry,  and  giving  the  exportation  bonds  for 
the  same :  ProvuUd,  That  the  exporter  shall  have, 
in  every  other  particular,  complied  with  the  reg- 
ulations and  formalities  heretofore,  and  by  this 
act,  established  for  entries  of  exportation  of  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  for  the  benefit  of  drawback. 

Sec.  31.  And  he  U  further  enacted.  That  in  all 
cases  where  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  entitled 
to  debenture,  shall  be  reshipped  for  transportation 
coastwise,  before  the  necessary  certificates  are 
issued  by  the  collector  of  the  port  where  imported, 
the  same  shall  be  allowed  to  be  entered  for  deben- 
ture, at  the  district  to  which  they  shall  be  so  trans- 
ported, without  forfeiting  the  benefit  of  drawback : 
Provided,  That  the  person  or  persons,  so  entering 
said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  produce, 
from  the  collector  of  the  port  from  whence  die 
same  shall  have  been  last  shipped,  a  certificate 
that  the  coastwise  certificates  were  not  issued  at 
the  time  of  the  sailing  of  the  vessel  on  boatd 
which  the  said  ^oods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall 
have  been  so  shipped^  and  shall  deliver  the  coast- 
wise certificates  required  in  such  cases,  to  the  col- 
lector of  the  port  where  the  same  shall  have  been 
so  entered,  within  two  months  from  the  date  of 
entry,  and  before  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, shall  be  entered  for  exportation. 

Sec  32.  And  he  U  farther  enacted,  That  in  all 
cases  where  the  owner,  importer,  consignee,  or 
agent,  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  enti- 
tled to  debenture,  may  wish  to  transfer  the  same 
into  packages  other  than  those  in  which  the  said 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  were  originally  im- 
ported, the  collector  of  the  port  where  the  same 
may  be,  shall  permit  the  said  transfer  to  be  made, 
if  necessary,  for  the  safety  or  preservation  thereof : 
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Provided,  That  due  notice  of  the  same,  in  writing, 
setting  forth  sufficient  cause  for  the  said  transfer, 
be  given  to  the  said  collector,  who  shall  appoint 
an  inspector  of  the  revenue,  to  ascertain  if  the 
said  allegation  be  true,  and,  if  found  correct,  to 
superintend  said  transfer,  and  to  cause  the  marks 
and  numbers  upon  the  original  packages  to  be 
inscribed  upon  the  packages  into  which  the  said 
goods,  wares,  or  merchanaise,  shall  be  transferred. 

Sec.  33.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
not  be  necessary  to  insert  the  numbers  upon  pack- 
ages, in  any  entry  of  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
subject  to  specific  duty  on  importation  or  exporta- 
tion, or  to  msert  any  such  numbers  in  any  coast- 
wise or  other  certificate :  But,  it  is  expressly  pro- 
vided,  That  in  all  cases  where  a  separate  certificate 
mav  be  required  for  each  package,  the  numbers 
shall  be  inserted  therein. 

Sec.  34.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  all 
cases  where,  under  existing  la ws,  spirituous  liquors, 
entitled  to  debenture,  shall  have  been  shipped  coast- 
wise for  the  purpose  of  being  laden  immediately 
on  board  some  vessel  in  another  district,  for  ex- 
portation, the  same  may  be  so  laden  on  board  of 
such  vessel,  without  having  been  first  deposited  in 
the  public  warehouse :  Provided. ,  That  all  other 
regulations  required  by  law  shall  have  been  com- 
plied with,  and  that  such  transportation  of  said 
spirituous  liquors,  from  the  one  vessel  to  the  other, 
be  made  by  the  collector's  order,  and  under  the 
superintendence  of  an  inspector  of  the  revenue, 
and  that  a  careful  examination  be  made  by  him 
of  the  identity  of  the  same,  and  of  the  quantity, 
quality,  and  packages  thereof. 

Sec.  35.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  pen- 
alties and  forfeitures,  incurred  by  force  of  this  act, 
shall  be  sued  for,  recovered,  distributed,  and  ac- 
counted for,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  du- 
ties on  imports  and  tonnage,"  passed  on  the  second 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-nine,  and  mav  be  mitigated  or  remitted  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  mitigation  or  remitting  the 
forfeitures,  penalties,  and  disabilities,  accruing  in 
certain  cases  therein  mentioned,'' passed  on  the 
third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-seven. 

Sec.  36,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  incurred  in  virtue 
of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnaee,'  passed  the  twen- 
tieth April,  one  thousand  eignt  hundred  and  eigh- 
teen,'^ may  be  sued  for,  prosecuted,  and  recovered, 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  said  act  did  not  ex- 
pire on  the  third  day  of  March  next. 

Sec.  37.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when 
^oods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  imported,  and  sub- 
ject to  dutv  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  reshipped,  and 
transported  coastwise,  from  one  district  to  another, 
in  the  packages  in  which  the  same  were  imported, 
an  invoice,  or  a  copy  of  such  invoice,  or  an  ex- 
tract therefrom,  including  all  the  articles,  with  the 
charges  thereon,  which  are  reshipped  and  trans- 
ported coastwise  as  aforesaid,  verified  by  the  addi- 


tional oath  required  by  the  fourth  section  of  i 
act,  and  certified  under  the  official  seal  oitkta 
lector,  with  whom  the  entry,  on  the  tmporti:}: 
of  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  was  11134 
shall  be  produced  at  the  port  to  which  tb  stu 
shall  be  transported ;  and  the  same  inspectk  - 
such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  bpca^ 
as  if  thev  had  been  brought  direct  from  a  fc'f^ 
port  or  place:  Provided,  That  no  appraisenKci: 
the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  slnH  b 
made  at  the  said  port  so  as  to  change  the  accc 
of  duties  which  may  have  been  charged  ^me. 
at  the  port  of  their  original  importatioo,  if  is 
same  should  have  been  there  entered  aceordiif  ~ 
the  provisions  of  this  act ;  except  when  trao^^ 
ed  from  a  port  where  there  are  no  apprtisers  n 
pointed  by  the  Government ;  and  if  the  iarssi 
verified  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  be  soprodoceicr. 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  depfe>^ 
and  remain  in  the  public  warehouse,  at  ik  !i 
pense  and  risk  of  the  owner  thereof,  until  !t£- 
voice,  verified  and  certified  in  the  manoer  vs" 
required,  shall  be  produced ;  and  goods^  mm  ^ 
merchandise,  imported,  and  subject  to  daty  i 
aforesaid,  may  be  transported,  coastwise,  to  oee 
more  districts  within  the  United  States. 
Approved,  March  1,  1823. 


An  Act  to  regulate  the  commercitl  iDteitos!*^^ 
tween  the  United  States  and  certain  British  aio. 
ports. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  from  and  after  tk -j: 
day  of  March  next,  the  first,  secoo(^  aad  -i:: 
sections  of  the  "Act  concerning  naTigatioQ.' u- 
proved  od  the  eighteenth  of  April,  one  tboiEC^ 
eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  and  the^'Actssp^ 
mentary  to  an  act  concerning  navigatios.' i;- 

E roved  on  the  fifteenth  of  May,  one  thouAsde^ 
undred  and  twenty,  shall  be,  and  the  sais^  ^^ 
hereby,  suspended,  for  and  during  the  coiitiia:-^ 
of  this  act,  so  far  as  any  of  the  restrictions  or  p 
hibitions  therein  contained,  limit  or  interdicl  a* 
intercourse  of  navigation  or  commerce  betv^ 
the  ports  of  the  United  States  and  the  Bnui 
colonial  ports  hereinafter  mentioned,  viz: 

Kingston,  in  Jamaica. 
Savannah  Le  Mar,  in  Jamaica. 
Montego  Bay,  in  Jamaica  J^ 
Santa  Lucia,  in  Jamaica. 
Antonio,  in  Jamaica. 
Saint  Ann,  in  Jamaica. 
Falmouth,  in  Jamaica. 
Maria,  in  Jamaica. 

Morant  Bay  and  Annotto  Bay,  in  Jamaici 
Saint  George,  in  Grenada. 
Roseau,  in  Dominica. 
Saint  John's,  in  Antigua. 
San  Josef,  in  Trinidad. 
Scarborough,  in  Tobago. 
Road  Harbor,  in  Tortola. 
Nassau,  in  New  Providence. 
Pittstown,  in  Crooked  Island. 
Kingston,  in  Saint  Vincent. 
Port  Saint  George  and  Port  HamiltoD  m  ^ 
muda. 
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A.ny  port  where  there  is  a  castom-hoase,  in 

hamas. 

Bridgetown,  in  Barbadoes. 

Saint  John's  and   Saint  Andrew's,  in  New 

QQswiek. 

Halifax,  in  Noya  Scotia. 

Quebec,  in  Canada. 

Saint  John's,  in  Newfoundland. 

jreorgetown,  in  Demarara. 

Vew  Amsterdam,  in  Berbice. 

Castries,  in  Saint  Lucia. 

Sasseterre,  in  Saint  Kitts. 

Dbarlestown,  in  Nevis. 

Plymouth,  in  Montserrat. 

Sec.  2.  Aiid  be  it  fiirther  enacted,   That,  from 

i  after  the  said  third  day  of  March  next,  the 

Is  of  the  United  States  shall  be  open  to  any 

itish  vessel  coming  directly  from  any  of  the 

itish  colonial  ports  above  enumerated ;  and  it 

ill  be  lawful  to  import  in  the  said  vessels,  be- 

:  navigated  by  a  master  and  three-fourths,  at 

St,  of  the  mariners,  British  subjects,  any  arti- 

s  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture,  of 

r  of  the  said  British  colonies,  the  importation 

the  like  articles  to  which,  from  elsewhere,  is 

,  or  shall  not  be,  prohibited  by  law,  and  which 

y  be  exported  from  any  of  the  said  enumerated 

tish  ports  to  the  United  States,  on  equal  terms, 

vessels  belonging  to  the  said  States. 

5ec.  3.  And  he  it  farther  enacted^  That  on  proof 

pg  given  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 

isfactory  to  him,  that,  upon  the  vessels  of  the 

ited  States  admitted  into  the  above  enumerated 

itish  colonial  ports,  and  upon  any  goods,  wares, 

I  merchandise,  imported  therein,  in  the  said 

sels,  no  other  or  higher  duties  of  tonnage  or 

post,  and  no  other  charges  of  any  kind,  are 

ied  or  exacted  than  upon  British  vessels,  or 

>Q  the  like  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  im- 

ted  into  the  said  colonial  ports  from  elsewhere, 

hall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  President  of 

United  States  to  issue  his  proclamation,  de- 
ring  that  no  other  or  higher  duty  of  impost  or 
nage,  and  no  other  or  higher  duty  or  charge  of 

kind,  upon  any  ^oods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
|orted  from  the  above  enumerated  British  co- 
ial  ports,  in  British  vessels,  shall  be  levied  or 
cted  in  any  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
cepting  the  ports,*in  the  Territory  of  Florida,) 
n  upon  the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and 
n  the  like  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  im- 
ted  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States  in  the 
le:  Provided  always,  That  until  such  proof 
|1  be  given.  British  vessels,  coming  from  the 
^  British  colonial  ports,  and  the  goods,  wares, 

merchandise,  imported  in  the  same  into  the 
ted  States,  shall  continue  to  pay  the  foreign 
nage  duty,  and  the  additional  duties  upon 
ds,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  in  for- 
i  vessels,  prescribed  by  the  "  Act  to  regulate 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  approved  the 
nty-seventh  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
^  and  sixteen. 

>Ec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  ar- 
^  whatsoever,  specie  and  bullion  excepted, 
E^r  than  articles  of  the  growth,  produce,  or 


manufacture,  of  the  British  colonies  to  which  the 
said  enumerated  ports  belong,  shall  be  imported 
into  the  United  States,  in  British  vessels,  coming 
from  any  of  the  said  enumerated  ports;  and  that 
no  articles  whatsoever,  being  of  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manufacture,  of  the  British  colonies,  to 
which  the  said  enumerated  ports  belong,  shall  be 
imported  into  the  United  States,  in  any  British 
vessel,  other  than  a  vessel  coming  directly  from 
one  or  the  said  enumerated  ports,  on  pain  of  for- 
feiting all  such  articles,  together  with  the  ship  or 
vessel  in  which  the  same  shall  have  been  imported, 
and  her  guns,  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  to  export  from  the  United  States,  di- 
rectly to  any  of  the  above  enumerated  British  Co- 
lonial ports,  in  any  vessel  of  the  United  States,  or 
in  any  British  vessel,  navigated  as  by  the  second 
section  of  this  act  is  prescribed,  and  having  come 
directly  from  any  of  the  above  enumerated  British 
colonial  ports,  any  article  of  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manufacture,  of  the  United  States,  or  any 
other  article  legally  imported  therein,  the  expor- 
tation of  which,  elsewhere,  shall  not  be  prohibited 
hjX^w:  Provided,  That  when  exported  in  any 
such  British  vessel,  before  the  shipment  of  any 
such  articles,  security,  by  bond,  shall  be  ^iven  to 
the  United  States,  in  a  penalty  equal  to  naif  the 
value  of  the  said  articles ;  such  bond  to  be  taken 
of  the  owner,  consic^nee,  or  agent,  by  the  collector 
of  the  port  at  whicn  the  said  British  vessel  shall 
have  entered,  for  the  due  landing  of  the  said  ar- 
ticles, at  the  port  or  ports,  being  of  the  British  co- 
lonial ports  herein  above  enumerated,  for  which 
the  said  vessel  shall  clear  out,  and  for  producing 
a  certificate  thereof,  within  twelve  months  from 
the  date  of  said  bond,  under  the  hand  and  seal  of 
the  consul^  or  commercial  agent  of  the  United 
States,  resident  at  the  port  where  the  said  articles 
shall  have  been  landed ;  or  if  there  shall  be  no 
consul  or  commercial  agent  of  the  United  States 
residing  there,  such  certificate  to  be  under  the 
hand  and  seal  of  the  chief  ofi^cer  of  the  customs 
at  such  port,  or  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  two 
known  and  reputable  merchants  residing  at  such 
port;  but  such  bond  may  be  discharged,  by  proof, 
on  oath,  by  credible  persons,  that  the  said  articles 
were  taken  by  enemies,  or  perished  in  the  seas. 
And  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  export,  from  the 
United  States,  any  article  whatsoever,  to  apy  of 
the  above  enumerated  British  colonial  ports,  in 
any  British  vessel,  other  than  such  as  shall  have 
come  directly  from  one  of  the  said  ports  to  the 
United  States;  nor  shall  it  be  lawful  to  export 
from  the  United  States  any  article  whatsoever,  in 
any  British  vessel,  having  come  from  any  of  the 
said  enumerated  pMorts,  to  any  other  port  or  place, 
whatsoever,  than  directly  to  one  of  the  said  ports. 
And  in  case  any  such  articles  shall  be  shipped  or 
waterborne,  for  the  purpose  of  being  exported 
contrary  to  this  act,  the  same  shall  be  forfeited, 
and  shall  and  may  be  seized  and  prosecuted,  in 
like  manner  as  for  any  other  violation  of  the  rev- 
enue laws  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  U  farther  enacted.  That  this 
act,  unless  repealed,  altered,  or  amended,  by  Con- 
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gress,  shall  be  and  continue  in  force  so  long  as 
the  above  enumerated  British  colonial  ports  snail 
be  open  to  the  admission  of  vecseels  of  the  United 
States,  conformably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Brit- 
ish act  of  Parliament  of  the  24th  of  June  last, 
being  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  acts  of  the 
third  year  of  Georee  the  Fourth.  But  if  at  any 
time  the  trade  and  intercourse  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  all  or  any  of  the  above  enumerated 
British  colonial  ports,  authorized  by  the  said  act 
of  Parliament,  should  be  prohibited  by  a  British 
order  in  council,  or  by  act  of  Parliament,  then, 
from  the  day  of  the  date  of  such  order  in  council, 
or  act  of  Parliament,  or  from  the  time  that  the 
same  shall  commence  to  be  in  force,  proclama- 
tion to  that  effect  having  been  made  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  each  and  every  pro- 
vision of  this  act,  80  far  as  the  same  shall  apply 
to  the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
the  above  enumerated  British  colonial  ports,  in 
British  vessels,  shall  cease  to  operate  in  their  fa- 
vor ;  and  each  and  every  provision  of  the  '^  Act 
concerning  navigation,"  approved  on  the  eigh- 
teenth of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighteen ;  and  of  the  act  supplementary  thereto, 
approved  on  the  fifteenth  ot  May,  one  tfaousana 
eiffht  hundred  and  twenty,  shall  revive  and  be  in 
full  force. 

Sec.  7.  Afid  be  U  farther  enacted^  That  if  any 
British  colonial  port  in  the  American  hemisphere, 
other  than  those  herein  above  enumerated,  should, 
by  virtue  of  a  British  order  in  council,  be  opened 
to  vessels  of  the  United  States,  conformably  to 
the  provisions  of  the  said  act  of  Parliament  of  the 
twenty-fourth  of  June  last,  each  and  every  pro- 
vision of  this  act  shall  extend  to  the  same,  from 
the  time  when  it  shall  be  so  opened  to  the  vessels 
of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  U  further  enacted,  That  the  form 
of  the  bond  aforesaid  shall  be  prescribed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  and  all  penalties  and 
forfeitures,  incurred  under  this  act,  shall  be  sued 
for,  recovered,  distributed,  and  accounted  for,  and 
the  same  may  be  mitigated  or  remitted,  in  the 
manner,  and  according  to  the  provisions,  of  the 
revenue  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  March  1,  1823. 


An  Act  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  district  court 
of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Kentncky. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  from  and  after  the  next 
term  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  district  of  Kentucky,  the  said  court  shall  hold 
its  terms  on  the  second  Monday  in  April  and 
October  in  each  year. 

Approved,  March  1, 1823. 


An  Act  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  Justices  of  the 
Petce,  in  the  recovery  of  debts,  in  the  District  of 
Colambia. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  June  next,  in  all  eases  whore  the  real  debt 
and  damages  do  not  exceed  the  sum  of  fifty  dol- 
lars, exclusive  of  costs,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  any  one  Justice  of  the  Peace,  of  each  respect- 


Vl 
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ive  county  within  the  District  of  Columbia. i^ 
in  the  debtor  doth  reside,  to  try,  hear,  aod 
mine,  the  matter  in  controversy,  betwee&tben 
tor  and  debtor,  their  executors  and  adoiiiikiii 
and  upon  full  hearing  of  the  allegatio&f  ud 
dences,  of  both  parties,  to  give  judgmesl  letir, 
ing  to  the  laws  existing  in  the  said  Distmi  Co- 
lumbia, and  the  equity  and  right  of  liie  ancer : 
the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same  ?^i; 
regulations,  to  all  intents  and  purposes. »  sl 
Justices  of  the  Peace  are  now  authorized  as^  ? 
powered  to  do  when  the  debt  and  damsged«t 
exceed  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars,  exckmu 
costs:  Provided,  nnerthdeUy  That  all  JosiKfl : 
the  Peace,  of  the  said  county,  shall  be  coape^ 
upon  entering  judgments  upon  cases  wi#i  cl 
jurisdiction,  to  enter  the  same  in  sucb  wm^t 
shall  carry  an  interest  thereon,  from  the  <hifts^ 
of,  until  the  same  shall  be  paid,  or  sans6«^:  ^ 
pnmded,  farther.  That  no  fenaale,  in  aayca^tru 
ever,  and  no  male  above  the  age  of  seTetmi^- 
shall  be  liable  to  be  arrested  or  imprisoned  :::B' 
debt  authorized  to  be  sued  for  and  reeoren  > 
this  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  zl 
cases  where  judgments  shall  be  rendered  k  t  i- 
tice  of  the  Peace,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  ibe  m 
ant  to  supersede  the  said  judgment,  at  uv'>^ 
within  sixty  days  from  the  rendition  of  t^f  •'^ 
which  supersedeas  shall  stay  execution  ^4 
months  thereafter,  and  shall  be  taken  lytiM 
tice  who  rendered  the  jud(gment,  and  k  ^^\ 
Provided,  Such  Justice  is  living  in  the  ecct^:  t| 
which  said  judgment  was  rcudired,aod  itdu 
his  judicial  capacity ;  but  if  such  Jisnce  sh&l 
be  so  acting,  then,  and  in  that  case,Worro< 
other  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  aforesaid  «3? 
who  may  be  legally  acting  in  that  capaciiy- 

Sec.  3.  And  be  ii  farther  enacted,  Thatti^i^ 
ces  of  the  Peace  within  the  District  of  Coia* 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed,  and  it  is  ^>^ 
made  their  duty,  to  keep  a  docket,  and  ther«su:i 
cord,  and  make  regtilar  entries  of  th^  procnoap 
in  all  cases  in  which  they  shall  act  in  Tiftaec^t&d 
office,  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  fanisi^ 
plaintififs  and  defendants,  respectively,  witkacif 
of  any  judgment  by  them  rendered,  wben  k^^ 
on  wnich  copy,  any  other  Justice  of  the  Peat«^'^ 
county  is  hereby  authorized*  to  issue  esecont^i 
fieri  facias,  in  the  same  manner  as  execoiio&^^ 
now  issued  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Ccot^  ^  ^ 
District  of  Columbia,  which  shaU  be  rtir«i 
within  twenty  days  after  being  issaed,  to  tst^ 
tice  who  gave  the  judgment ;  and  no  j<^ 
rendered  before  a  Justice  shall  have  tbee^ 
create  any  lien  upon  real  estate. 

Sec.  a.  And  be  U  fUHher  enoiCted,  That,  i: 
Justice  of  the  Peace  shall  omit  to  keep  a  |1' 
as  aforesaid,  or  be  guilty  of  any  other  ^'^ 
or  omission,  by  which  the  plaintiff  (baji*? 
tained  a  judgment  before  such  Justice.)  sbai  ^ 
his  or  her  debt,  that  then,  and  in  that  ci^?  ^^ 
Justice  shall  pay  and  satisfy  to  the  said  f^^ 
the  debt,  interest,  and  cosU,  lost  as  aforesau  \^ 
recovered  by  plaint,  before  any  other  Josii^  *. 
Peace,  who  shall,  on  proof  of  the  fact,  rendf  -^ 
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It  against  such  defaultiBg  Justice,  together  with 
interest  that  may  have  accrued  on  the  debt. 
EC.  5.  And  be  ii  fiir^er  enadedy  That  each  and 
J  Justice  of  the  peace  shall,  and  it  is  hereby 
ie  his  duty,  upon  his  resignation  or  removal 
Q  office,  and  it  is  also  made  the  duty  of  his  ex- 
tors  or  administrators,  upon  the  death  of  any 

I  Justice  of  the  Peace,  forthwith  to  deliver  to 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  District  of 
umbia,  within  the  county  in  which  said  Jus- 
of  the  Peace  officiated,  such  docket  or  dockets 
lid  Justice  of  the  Peace,  so  resigning,  removing, 
lying,  shall,  or  may  have  had ;  and  it  shall  he 
duty  of  the  Clerk  in  whose  possession  said 
ket  or  dockets  may  be  placed,  to  furnish  copies 
Jl  such  entries  made  in  said  docket  or  dockets, 
persons  applying  therefor,  and  who  may  be  en- 
id  thereto,  in  the  same  manner,  and  to  have  the 
it  effect,  as  if  said  copies  had  been  furnished  by 
said  Justices,  so  resigning,  removing,  or  dving, 
he  case  may  be :  And,  in  case  of  the  death,  re- 
lation, removal  from  office,  or  other  incapacity, 
tny  person  who  may  have  acted  as  a  Justice  oi 
Peace  as  aforesaid,  and  ne|[lect  (on  the  part  of 
iself,  or  executors,  or  administrators,  as  the  case 
^  be)  to  transfer  such  docket  or  dockets,  he  or 
IT  shall  forfeit  to  the  United  States,  the  sum  of 

t  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  as  other  pen- 
es due  to  the  United  States. 
Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Judces 
the  Circuit  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia 

II  Dot  hold  original  plea  in  the  said  Court  of 
r  debt  or  damage  in  cases  within  the  jurisdic- 

I  given  to  Justices  of  the  Peace  by  this  act, 
ich  shall  not  exceed  fifty  dollars,  exclusive  of 
ts^  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding : 
*vididj  nevertheliss,  That  nothing  in  this  act 
itained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend, 
iivest  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  District  of  Co- 
ibia  from  the  power  of  holding  plea  of  any 
t  or  damages,  where  the  same  doth  not  exceed 
sum  of  fifty  dollars,  or  may  be  above  the  sum 
wenty  dollars,  where  the  writ  of  original  pro- 
t,  issued  for  the  recovery  of  the  same,  shall 
e  been  impetrated  at  any  time  before  the  first 
of  June  next. 

•Bc.  7.  Andbe  it  finrther  enacted,  That  in  all  cases 
sre  the  debt  or  demand  doth  exceed  the  sum 
five  dollars,  and  either  plaintifif  or  defendant 

II  think  him  or  herself  aggrieved  by  the  judff- 
H  of  any  Justice  of  the  Peace,  he  or  she  shall 
u  liberty  to  appeal  to  the  next  Circuit  Court 
>e  held  m  the  county  in  which  the  said  judg- 
)t  shall  have  been  rendered,  before  the  Judges 
eof;  who  are  hereby,  upon  the  petition  of  the 
ellant,  in  a  summary  way,  empowered  and  di- 
ed to  hear  the  allegations  and  proofs  of  both 
ties,  and  determine  upon  the  same  according 
aw,  and  the  equity  and  right  of  the  matter,  at 
same  term  in  which  the  said  petition  shall  be 
ibited,  without  further  continuance  or  delay, 
pss  it  shall  appear  to  the  said  Court  that  fnr- 
r  time  ought  to  be  given  to  the  party  applying 
ihe  same ;  and  either  of  the  said  ];Nirties  may 
land  a  trial  by  jury,  or  leave  the  cause  to  be 
?Tmined  by  the  Court,  at  their  election  ;  and. 


in  any  case  of  appeal  from  the  decision  of  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace,  the  Circuit  Court,  where  two 
summonses  against  the  appellee  shall  be  returned 
non  est,  or  one  attachment  returned  non  esi,  and 
the  said  appellee  shall  not  appear,  the  Court  may 
proceed  to  hear  and  determine'  such  case,  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  the  appellee  hadh  regularly  ap- 
peared :  Provided,  That  no  appeal  from  the  judg- 
ment of  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  to  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  be  dis- 
missed because  the  same  had  not  been  prayed  to 
the  Circuit  Court  next  after  the  rendition  of  such 
judgment,  unless  the  Court  shall  be  satisfied  that 
the  defendant  had  notice  of  such  judgment  at 
least  ten  days  before  the  sitting  of  said  Circuit 
Court. 

Sfio.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  June  next,  no  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  be- 
fore whom  any  judgment  hath  been  rendered, 
or  any  supersedeas  on  any  judgment  rendered 
by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  hath  Men  taken,  shall 
make  return  of  any  such  judgment  or  super- 
sedeas to  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  the  pur- 
pose that  the  same  should  be  recorded  or  filed 
therein,  by  the  Clerks  of  the  said  Circuit  Court ; 
any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  ft$rther  enacted,  That  any  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  before  whom  supersedeas  may 
be  taken,  or  any  other  Justice  of  the  Peace  of 
said  county,  may,  and  shall,  at  the  request  of  the 
plaintifi",  or  any  other  person  authorized  by,  or  on 
behalf  of,  the  said  plaintiff,  issue  execution,  by 
way  of  capias  ad  satisfaciendum,  or  fieri  facias, 
against  the  principal  debtor,  and  his  sureties,  or 
ajgainst  either  of  them,  after  the  expiration  of  the 
time  so  mentioned  in  the  said  supersedeas. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Constables  of  the  said  District,  who  have  been, 
or  may  hereafter  be,  duly  appointed  and  qualified, 
according  to  law,  are  heretry  authorized  and  em- 

Sowered  to  serve  and  levy  executions  issued  by  a 
nstice  of  the  Peace,  on  judgments  obtained  for 
small  debts,  out  of  Court,  in  the  same  manner, 
and  by  the  same  process,  as  the  Marshal  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  or  his  deputies,  are  author- 
ized to  do;  and  that  a  commission  of  five  per  cent, 
be  allowed  the  Constable  for  every  sum  thereon 
by  him  levied :  Provided,  That  said  Constables 
shall,  before  they  proceed  to  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  required  by  this  act,  give  bond  to  the 
United  States,  with  good  and  sufficient  security, 
in  the  penalty  of  two  thousand  dollars,  to  be  ap- 
proved of  by  any  one  of  the  Judges  of  tne  Circuit 
Court  of  said  District,  for  the  due  performance  of 
the  duties  of  a  Constable,  and,  also,  for  the  duties 
and  trusts  reposed  in  them  by  virtue  of  this  act ; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  Judge,  forthwith, 
to  have  the  same  filed  or  entered  on  record  by 
the  Clerk  of  the  county  in  which  said  Constable 
may  reside,  at  the  cost  and  expense  of  said  Con- 
stable. And  the  said  Constables  shall,  after  this 
act  goes  into  effect,  make  all  returns  now  made 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court,  to  the  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  at  such  times,  in  such  manner,  and 
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under  such  penalties,  as  are  at  present  established 
by  law,  in  rendering  the  same  to  the  said  Clerk : 
Provided,  That  no  return,  judgment,  or  execution, 
shall  be  received  or  recorded  as  satisfied,  by  the 
said  Justices  of  the  Peace,  without  the  receipt  of 
the  plaintiff  annexed  to  the  same :  Providedj  ctUoy 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained,  shall  be  con- 
strued to  prohibit  or  prevent  the  Marshal,  or  his 
deputies,  in  the  respective  counties  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  from  executing  or  levying  execu- 
tions, issued  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  lor  small 
debts,  out  or  court,  when  the  same  are  put  into 
their  hands  for  that  purpose,  in  the  same  manner 
as  by  law  they  have  been,  or  now  are  authorized 
to  do ;  but,  for  executing  or  levying  such  execu* 
tions.  the  said  Marshal,  or  his  deputies,  shall  be 
entitled  to  the  same  commission,  and  nothing 
more,  as  is  herein  allowed  to  Constables  in  such 
cases ;  and  where  the  Marshal  or  Constable  shall 
have  received  money,  on  any  judgment  or  execu- 
tion, not  exceeding  twenty  dollars,  and  shall  fail 
or  omit  to  pay  the  same  to  the  plaintiff,  or  his 
agent,  when  thereto  demanded ;  or  shall  omit  or 
fail  to  return  any  execution  within  the  time  lim- 
ited for  such  return,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  any  Court  of  Record,  within  the  District  of 
Columbia,  on  motion  made,  five  days  previous 
notice  being  given  to  said  Marshal  or  Constable, 
to  enter  up  judgment,  instanter,  against  them  for 
the  amount  so  received,  with  interest  and  costs. 

Sec.  11.  And  he  U  further  enacted,  That,  where 
any  judgnaent  before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  shall 
have  continued  for  more  than  one  year,  and  the 
said  judgment  had  not  been  paid  or  satisfied,  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  justice  before 
whom  the  said  judgment  had  been  obtained,  or 
any  other  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  said  county,  to 
revive  the  same  by  scire  facias,  which  shall  be 
made  returnable  on  a  certain  dajr,  not  exceeding 
.  forty  days  from  the  time  of  issumg  the  same,  to 
the  said  justice,  or  other  Justice  of  the  Peace 
of  said  county ;  and  any  constable,  qualified  as 
above  mentioned,  of  the  said  county,  is  hereby 
authorized  and  required  to  serve  such  writ  of  scire 
facias,  and  make  due  return  thereof  on  the  return 
day  mentioned  in  the  saijd  writ,  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  entitled  to  the  same  fee,  and  liable  to  the 
same  penalty,  as  in  the  case  of  a  warrant  issued 
by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  as  directed  by  law,  in 
such  case  made  and  provided. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  it  mav 
be  lawful  for  any  constable,  qualified  as  aforesaid, 
to  deliver  any  person  committed  by  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  on  a  capias  ad  satisfaciendum,  when 
the  case  may  or  doth  so  require ;  and  that  the  said 
marshal,  or  his  jailor,  is  hereby  required  and  di- 
rected to  take  charge  of  such  person,  and  the  same 
in  his  custody  safe  keep,  until  such  person  or  per- 
sons shall  be  duly  discharged  therefrom,  according 
to  law. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  author- 
ized and  empowered  to  issue  capias  ad  satisfacien- 
dum, or  fieri  facias,  in  all  cases  where  the  said 
justices  are  empowered  to  render  judgment  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  or  the  laws  already  in  existence 


in  the  District  of  Columbia :  JVcwmM,  hoiof 
and  it  is  hereby  enacted,  that  the  necessary  >i 
beddinff,  not  exceeding  one  bed  and  the  k^ 
thereof  for  every  two  persons  beloDgiog  'c  ar 
family  of  every  such  debtor,  and  wearing  ip/sr 
and  one  cow  of  each  and  every  debtor  u:  t 
family,  against  whose  goods,  chatteb,  and  effi 
a  writ  of  fieri  facias  shall  be  issued,  ss  a£cre&t 
shall  not  be  liable  to  seizure  and  sale,  imdff  is 
writ,  but  shall,  in  all  cases,  be  exempt,  ti^ 
with  the  tools  and  implements  of  his  tndf'ir:: 
the  operation  of  the  same ;  nor  shall  it  U  lir. 
for  any  person  to  distrain  them  for  rent 

Sec  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tbat  >t^ 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  sereral  Jastice&s'i 
Peace  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  i^kr 
receive,  for  the  performance  of  their  daties  .:.- 
this  act,  such  fees  as  are  allowed  to  said  ji^t- 
for  similar  services,  by  the  laws  at  present .'.  :^- 
in  the  said  District. 

Ssc.  15.  Andbe  it  further  enacted,  Thiliv'T^ 
action  to  be  brought  bv  rirtue  of  this  act  rjr 
the  sum  demanded  shall  exceed  twenty  dclir 
shall  be  lawful  for  either  of  the  parties  to  m*  h. 
after  issue  joined,  and  before  the  justice  sbil  v. 
ceed  to  inquire  into  the  merits  of  the  caosf.  ^  » 
mand  of  the  said  justice  that  such  actios  be 
by  a  jury ;  and,  upon  said  demand,  thesai^  j' 
is  herebv  required  to  issue  a  renire,  under  k 
and  seal,  directed  to  any  constable  of  tk : 
where  said  cause  is  to  be  tried,  commaDdiB:^'^ 
to  summon  twelve  jurors,  to  be  and  appa::«rr? 
the  justice  issuing  such  Tenire,  at  soch  tMS^^ 
place  as  shall  be  therein  expressed,  tnd  i^v''^ 
thus  summoned  shall  possess  the  qoalific^-^ 
and  be  subject  to  the  exceptions,  now  exisur)! 
law  in  the  District  of  Colombia. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tbat  i!  if 
of  the  persons  so  summoned  and  retarDedas;.*'^ 
shall  not' appear,  or  be  challenged  and  x't^a 
the  justice  before  whom  the  said  cause  .*•  <^ 
tried,  shall  direct  the  constable  to  suoiDCf  ^ 
return  forthwith,  a  tales,  each  of  whom  5Ui<j 
subject  to  the  same  exceptions  as  the  jaM^J' 
said,  so  as  to  make  up  the  number  of  tirelT;  i 
all  causes  of  challenge  are  disposed  of  hj*^ 
tice;  and  the  said  twelve  persons  shall  be  ti:^^ 
who  shall  try  the  cause,  each  of  whom  ^ 
sworn  by  the  justice,  well  and  truly  to  n ' 
matter  in  difference  between  the  ptitie?,  aoti  \  - 
verdict  to  ^ive,  according  to  evidence;  so- 
said  jury  bemg  sworn^  shall  sit  together,  as- ^ 
the  proofs  and  allegations  of  the  parties,  io  T 
and  when  the  same  is  gone  through  with,  ttt 
tices  shall  administer  to  the  constable  tbe  ici 
ing  oath,  viz :   "  You  do  swear,  that  you 
keep  this  jury  together,  in  some  private  room 
out  meat  or  drink,  except  water ;  that  you  w^^^ 
suffer  any  person  to  speak  to  them,  oor  w.^'' 
speak  to  them  vourselr,  unless  by  order  of  [^J 
tice,  until  they  nave  agreed  on  their  mdiei.  ^ 
when  the  jurors  hare  agreed  on  their  yerJk'tJ 
shall  deliver  the  same  publicly  to  the  jostif- 
is  hereby  required  to  give  judgment  i^^ 
thereon,  and  the  said  justice  is  hereby  ao*^ 
to  issue  execution  on  said  judgment  in  tl^^ 
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er  and  under  the  limitations  hereinbefore  di- 
•cted. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  U  fuTtker  enacted,  That,  in  ad- 
ition  to  the  fees  hereinbefore  provided  for  in  trials 
efore  justices,  there  shall  be  allowed  to  the  justice, 
ir  issuing  a  venire  facias,  twenty-five  cents,  and 
)r  swearing  the  jury,  twelve  and  an  half  cents; 
)  (be  jurors  sworn  to  try,  twelve  and  an  half 
nts  each;  and  to  the  constable,  for  summoning 
le  jary,  thirty-seven  and  an  half  cents. 
Approved,  March  1,  1823. 


A  Act  for  carrying  into  efiect  the  Convention  of 
Navigation  and  Commerce  between  the  United 
Statef  and  France,  concluded  at  Washington  on 
the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred 
aod  twenty-two. 

Bt  U  enactedy  f  c.,  That  the  act  to  impose  a  new 
}QDage  duty  on  French  ships  and  vessels,  ap- 
rored  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  May,  one  thousand 
ight  hundred  and  twenty,  be,  and  the  same  is 
ereby,  repealed. 

Ssc.  2,  And  he  it  Jurther  enacted,  That,  for  the 
!rm  of  two  years,  from  and  after  the  thirtieth 
Vf  of  September  last,  articles  of  the  growth, 
(oduce,  or  manufacture,  of  France,  imported  into 
K  United  States,  in  French  vessels,  shall  pay  an 
ddiiional  duty  of  three  dollars  and  seventy-five 
tots  per  ton  of  merchandise,  according  to  the 
!Qor  of  the  Convention  of  Navigation  and  Com- 
lerce  between  the  United  States  and  France, 
9Qcluded  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June,  one 
ioasaod  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  over  and 
JK)Ke  the  duties  collected  upon  the  like  articles, 
BO  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture,  of 
^Qce,  when  imported  in  vessels  of  the  United 
'^^i^:  Provided,  alwaysy  That  no  discriminating 
Bt]f  shail  be  levied  upon  the  productions  of  the 
Ml  or  industry  of  France,  imported  in  French 
Kioms,  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  for 
insit  or  re-exportation. 

^Scc.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and 
Her  the  eipiration  of  two  years  from  the  said 
iirtieth  day  of  September  last,  in  case  of  the 
totiouance  in  force  of  the  said  Convention,  and 
I  loog  as  the  same  shall  continue  in  force,  the 
t^  duiiesu  specified  in  the  second  section  of 
IB  act,  shall,  from  and  after  the  said  thirtieth 
fy  of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
M  tweniv-four,  be  diminished  by  one-fourth  of 
l«f  whole  amount;  and,  afterwards,  by  one- 
^(^  of  said  amount,  from  year  to  year,  so  long 
f neither  of  the  parties  to  the  said  Convention 
ttll  have  declared  the  intention  of  renouncing 
^^HQe,  in  the  manner  therein  provided,  and 
>iil  the  whole  of  such  discriminating  and  extra 
'Jv  shall  have  been  done  away. 
Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  during 
^coQtinuance  in  force  of  the  said  Convention, 
te  duties  of  tonnage,  light  money,  pilotage,  port 
targes,  brokerage,  and  all  other  duties,  upon  for- 
p  ^^hipping,  over  and  above  those  paid  by  ves- 
'■^  of  the  United  States,  other  than  those  specified 
'(lie second  section  oi  this  act,  shall  not  exceed, 
*  French  vessels,  in  the  ports  of  the  United 


States,  ninety-four  cents  per  ton  of  the  vessel's 
French  passport. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  cause  to  be  refunded,  from  any  moneys 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  any 
extra  duties  levied  before  the  twenty-fourth  day 
of  June  last,  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
the  fifteenth  or  May,  one  thousand  eight  l^undred 
and  twenty,  imposing  a  new  tonnage  duty  on 
French  ships  or  vessels. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  if  the 
second  article  of  the  said  Convention,  concluded 
on  the  twenty-fourth  of  June  last,  should  be  rati- 
fied by  both  the  contracting  parties  thereto,  and 
the  ratifications  thereof  shall  be  exchanged  on  or 
before  the  twenty-third  day  of  June  next,  then, 
from  and  after  the  expiration  of  two  months  sub- 
sequent to  the  exchange  of  ratifications,  and  during 
the  continuance  in  force  of  the  said  separate  arti- 
cle, the  extra  duties  specified  in  the  second  section 
of  this  act,  shall  be  levied  only  upon  the  excess  of 
value  of  the  merchandise  imported  into  the  United 
States  in  any  French  vessel,  over  the  value  of  the 
merchandise  exported  from  the  United  States  in 
the  same  vessel,  upon  the  same  voyage ;  so  that, 
if  the  value  of  the  articles  exported  shall  equal  or 
exceed  that  of  the  articles  imported  in  the  same 
vessel,  (not  including  articles  imported  for  transit 
or  re-exportation,)  no  such  extra  duties  shall  be 
levied;  and  if  the  articles  exported  are  less  in 
value  than  those  imported,  the^ extra  duties  shall 
be  levied  only  upon  the  amount  of  difierence  of 
their  value. 

Sec  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  all  acts,  or 
parts  of  acts  of  Congress,  incompatible  with  the 
execution  of  each  and  every  article  of  the  said 
Convention,  concluded  on  tne  twenty-fourth  of 
June  last,  and  of  its  ratified  separate  articles,  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  March  3,  1623. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  Military  aervice 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-three. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  following  sums  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  respectively  appropriated 
for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  bundled  and  twenty- 
three,  to  wit : 

For  the  pay  of  the  Army,  and  sub-sistence  of  the 
officers,  nine  hundred  and  eighty-eight  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  seven  dollars  and  seventy-five 
cents. 

For  subsistence,  two  hundred  and  seventy-six 
thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  forage  for  officers,  thirty-five  thousand  five 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  medical  and  hospital  deportment,  fifteen 
thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-eight  dollars. 

For  the  purchasing  department,  one  hundred 
and  thirty-six  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty- 
one  dollars. 

For  the  Quartermaster  €(eneraPs  department^ 
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two  hundred  and  ninety-seven  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-eight  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Army,  ten 
thousand  dollars. 

For  Quartermaster's  supplies,  transportation, 
mathematical  instruments,  books,  and  stationery, 
for  the  Military  Academy,  twelve  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  pensions  to  the  invalids,  to  the  commu- 
tation pensioners,  and  to  the  widows  and  orphans, 
three  hundred  and  thirty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  pensions  to  the  Revolutionary  pensioners 
of  the  United  States,  one  million  five  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fif- 
teen dollars. 

For  the  national  armories,  three  hundred  and 
sixty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  current  expenses  of  the  Ordnance,  forty- 
eight  thousand  dollars. 

For  arsenals,  thirty-three  thousand  four  hundred 
dollars. 

For  arrearages  in  the  War  Department,  prior  to 
the  first  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventeen,  thirty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  the  balance  of  the  expenses 
of  the  militia  court-martial  of  the  State  or  New 
York,  of  which  Brigadier  General  Gerrard  Sted- 
deford  was  president,  including  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-eiffht  dollars 
eighty-nine  cents,  to  make  up  the  deficiency  in 
the  sum  appropriated  last  year  for  the  payment  of 
Brigadie.r  General  Beekman,  M.  Van  curen,  a 
member  of  said  court,  one  thousand  six  hundred 
and  twenty-six  dollars  and  eighty-nine  cents. 

For  the  annuity  to  the  Creek  Indians,  under  the 
treaty  of  the  eighth  of  January,  one  thousand  eiffht 
hundred  and  twenty-one,  with  that  tribe,  nve 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  employment  of  teams,  and  for  extra  pay 
and  rations  to  soldiers  to  be  employed  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  military  road  trom  Plattsburg  to 
Sackett's  Harbor,  three  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  Captain  Terry  Runnels, 
due  him  for  the  transportation  of  baggage  in  the 
late  Seminole  war,  forty-eight  dollars. 

Sbc.  2.  And  he  it  fwrthtr  enacted^  That  the  sev- 
eral sums  hereby  appropriated  shall  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated: Providtd^  however^  That  no  money  appro- 
Eriated  by  this  act  shall  be  paid  to  any  person,  for 
is  compensation,  who  is  in  arrears  to  the  United 
States,  until  such  person  shall  have  accounted  for, 
and  paid  into  the  Treasury,  all  sums  for  which  he 
may  be  liable :  Provided,  farther,  Thai  nothing  in 
this  section  contained  shall  extend  to  balances 
arising  solely  from  the  depreciation  of  Treaaory 
notes,  received  by  such  person  to  be  expended  in 
the  public  service;  but  m  aU  cases  where  the  pay 
or  salary  of  anv  person  is  withheld,  in  pursuance 
of  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  accounting 
officer,  if  demanded  bv  the  party,  bis  agent,  or  at- 
torney, to  report  forthwith  to  the  agent  of  the 
Treasury  Department  the  balance  due ;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  agent,  within  sixty  days 


thereafter,  to  order  suit  to  be  commeoced  m% 
such  delinquent  and  his  sureties. 
Approved  March  3,  1823. 


An  Act  making  further  apprapriation^for  the  M;)^ 

•ervica  of  tha  United  Sutes,  ibr  the  yeti  o&f  ttur 

sand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  and  for  .ix 

purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  the  following  mm  t 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  wii 

For  pay  allowed  by  law  to  the  SupensieEh. 
of  Indian  Affoirs  at  St.  Louis,  and  the  ^k% 
Indian  agents,  twenty-six  thousand  fire  hs^ 
dollars. 

For  p»y  allowed  by  law  to  sub«ag«its.etrtc 
thousand  dollars. 

For  presents  to  Indians,  as  authorized  k  \k 
law  of  one  thousand  eight  handled  aad  iv^^ 
teen  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indiio  i^*^- 
ment,  ninety  thousand  doUafs. 

To  enable  the  President  of  the  United  Saa^^ 
take  such  measures  as  ma^  be  necesaiy  lo  pr 
chase  the  right,  title,  and  interest,  wkieb  cm 
Indians  have  in  three  several  tracts  of  iu^i 
fooc  hundred  acres  each,  Lyinf  in  the  oHStr  i 
TuBcaroras,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  whki  wr. 
granted  by  Congress  in  seventeen  hondnitt: 
ninety-six,  to  the  Society  of  United  Breibr&a 
trust,  for  the  sole  benefit  of  said. Indians,  \^  F 
chase  to  be  made  with  the  consent  of  said  SoeBfr. 
one  thousand  dollars. 

To  purchase  certain  tracU  of  land,  io  ikesu; 
of  Georgia,  reserved  to  the  Indians,  in  £ee,  bf » 
treaties  with  the  Creek  Indiana,  of  iheftistk^ 
of  August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aod^ 
teen,  and  of  the  eighth  day  of  Janoary,  oie  t^ 
sand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-ooe;  aad  bf  :^ 
treaties  with  the  Cherokee  Indians,  of  tb«  9^ 
day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  buodi^^ 
seventeen,  and  of  the  twenty-aeveath  day  ctr» 
ruary,  one  thousand  eight  handled  aod  iiifi<B& 
fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Sec  2.  Afut  U M  fitrthn  maettd,  Thtiw* 
eral  sums  hereby  appropriated  shall  be  paid  ^*^ 
any  money  in  the  Treaaury  not  otherwise  ajf' 
priated:  PrtnideA  hofancr,  That  nomoaefi;ii» 
priated  by  this  aet  shall  be  paid  to  aajr  pnij 
who  is  in  arrears  to  the  United  Stales,  oatil^ 
person  shall  have  accounted  for,  and  paidiBt?> 
Treasury,  all  soma  for  which  he  may  be  ija» 
Frmnded  fiutker,  That  nothing  in  tl^seetofi^ 
tained  shall  extend  to  balances  arising  solely  £" 
the  depreciation  of  Treaswy  notes,  wc«^ ' 
such  person  to  be  expended  in  the  puhlie  seiri^ 
but,  in  all  cases  where  the  pay  or  salarT  oi  ^ 
such  person  is  withheld,  in  pursuance  oim-^ 
I  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  accounting  oacc&. 
demanded  by  the  party,  his  agent,  or  atlorafl  ^ 
'  report  forthwith  to  the  agent  of  the  Treaseff^ 
partmentthebahincedue;  and  it  shall  be  ^' 
of  the  said  agent,  within  suty  days  tierai^ 
order  snit  to  be  commenced  against  sudi  ti^ 
quent  and  hb  sureties.  ^ 

Sao.  3.  And  he  Ufurik^-  tmM,  ThatsoSK- 
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i  the  appropriatioa  of  sixty-five  thousand  dollars, 
nade  by  the  act  of  the  third  of  March,  eighteen 
lundred  and  twenty-one,  for  carrying  into  effect 
be  treaty  of  the  eighteenth  October,  eighteen  hun- 
(red  and  twenty,  with  the  Choctaw  Indians,  as 
emains  unexpended,  may,  under  the  direction  of 
he  President  of  the  United  States,  be  employed 
a  obtaining  snoh  a  modification  of  said  treaty,  as 
0  bave  established  as  the  eastern  boundary  of  the 
!es5ioQ  made  by  that  treaty  to  the  Choctaws^  and 
a  the  western  boundary  of  the  Territory  of  Ar- 
aosas^a  line  due  south  from  the  southwest  corner 
)f  the  State  of  Missouri  to  Reel  river ;  and  for 
unniDg  the  line  thus  modified,  and  removing  all 
)bstructioDs  to  a  due  execution  of  the  stipulations 
)f  the  treaty  of  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty. 
Approved,  March  3, 1823. 


Kii  Act  to  amend  ''An  act  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Territorial  Government  in  Florida,"  and  for  other 

porpoBfls. 

BtUenaetedy  fc,  That  all  that  territory,  ceded 
b^  Spaio  to  the  United  States,  known  by  the 
Dame  of  East  and  West  Florida,  shall  constitute 
1  Territory  of  the  United  States,  under  the  name 
af  the  Territory  of  Florida,  the  government  where- 
of shall  be  organized  and  administered  as  follows : 

Sec.  2.  And  U  U  fwrther  enacted^  That  the  exe- 
cutive power  shall  be  vested  in  the  Governor,  who 
sball  reside  in  the  said  Territory,  and  hold  his 
office  daring  the  term  of  three  years,  unless  sooner 
removed  bf  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
Hif  sball  be  commander-in-chief  of  the  militia  of 
tbesaid  Territory,  and  be,  ex-officio,  Superinten- 
dent oflDdian  Affairs  \  and  shall  have  power  to 
gnnt  pardons  for  offences  against  the  said  Terri- 
tory, and  reprieves  for  those  against  the  United 
States,  QQtil  the  decision  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  thereon  shall  be  made  known ;  and 
to  appoint  and  commission,  by  and  with  the  con- 
Knt  of  the  Legislative  Council,  all  officers,  civil 
lad  of  the  militia,  whose  appointments  are  not 
iiereio  otherwise  provided  for,  and  which  shall  be 
atabiisbed  by  law.  He  shall  take  care  that  the 
laws  be  faithfully  executed. 

Sec.  3.  Ani  U  U  fmihar  madid,  That  a  Secre- 
l^ryof  the  Territory  shall  be  appointed,  who  shall 
bold  his  office  durins  the  term  of  four  vears,  un- 
«» soooer  removed  by  the  Presideat  ot  the  Uni- 
^  States;  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  under  the 
oirection  of  the  Governor,  to  record  and  preeerve 
ul  the  papers  and  proceedings  of  the  Executive, 
Jlpd  all  the  acts  of  the  Governor  and  Legislative 
CottQcil;  and  transmit  authentic  copies  of  the  pro- 
Beedings  of  the  Governor,  in  his  Executive  De- 
lartment,  every  six  months,  to  the  President  of 
^  United  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  bs  U  furthtr  enacted,  That,  in  ease 
(^l^tbe  death,  removal,  resignation,  or  necessary 
"fence,  of  the  Governor  of  the  said  Territory, 
«e  Secretary  thereof  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  and  required,  to  execute  all  the  powers, 
^nd  nerform  all  the  duties,  of  the  Governor,  dur- 
iQg  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  removal,  restg- 
D^UoQ,  or  necessary  absence,  of  the  said  Governor; 


who  shall,  in  no  case,  leave  the  said  Territory 
without  permission  first  had  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States. 

Seo.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  legis- 
lative powers  shall  \)e  vested  in  the  Governor,  and 
in  thirteen  fit  and  discreet  persons  of  the  Territory, 
nine  of  whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  ao 
business,  to  be  called  the  Legislative  Council; 
who  shall  be  appointed,  annually,  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  from  among  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  or  from  among  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Territory,  resident  there  at  the 
cession ;  but  no  person  shall  be  elisible  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  said  Legislative  Council,  who  shall  not 
have  resided  in  the  said  Territory  at  least  six 
months  previous  to  his  appointment.  The  Gk)v- 
ecnor  and  Legislative  Council  shall  have  legisla- 
tive powers  over  all  rightful  subjects  of  legisla- 
tion ;  but  no  law  shall  be  valid  which  is  inconsist- 
ent with  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States ;  or  which  shall  lay  any  person  under  re- 
straint, burden,  or  disability,  on  account  of  his  re- 
Uffious  opinions,  professions,  or  worship.  The 
Governor  shall  publish,  throuebout  the  said  Ter- 
ritory, all  the  laws  which  shall  be  made;  and 
shall,  on  or  before  the  first  of  December,  in  each 
year,  report  the  same  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  be  laid  before  Congress;  which,  if 
disapproved  of  by  Congress,  shall  thenceforth  be 
of  no  force.  The  Governor  and  Le^lative  Coun- 
cil shall  have  no  power  over  the  primary  disposal 
of  the  soil,  nor  to  tax  the  lands  of  the  United 
States,  nor  to  interfere  with  the  claims  to  lands 
within  the  said  Territory.  The  Legislative  Coun- 
cil shall  hold  a  session  once  in  each  year,  com- 
mencing on  the  first  Monday  in  May,  in  each  and 
every  yeai%  but  shall  not  continue  lonj^er  in  ses- 
sion than  four  weeks,  after  the  first  session,  which 
shall  not  continue  longer  than  eight  weeks ;  to  be 
held  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  or  at  such  other 
place,  or  places,  as  the  Governor  and  Council 
may^  from  time  to  time,  direct.  It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Governor  to  obtain  all  the  informa- 
tion in  his  power  in  relation  to  the  customs,  habits, 
and  dispositions,  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
Territory,  and  communicate  the  same,  from  time 
to  time,  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it/wiher  enacted,  That  every  bill 
which  shall  have  passed  the  Legislative  Council, 
shall,  before  it  become  a  law^  be  presented  to  the 
Grovernor.  If  he  approve  of  it,  he  shall  sign  it; 
and,  if  not,  he  shall  return  it  with  his  objections, 
in  writing,  to  the  Legislative  Council,  who  shall 
enter  the  objections  at  laree  on  their  journal,  and 
proceed  to  reconsider  it.  If,  after  such  reconsid- 
eration, two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  agree  to  pass  the  bill,  it  shall  become 
a  law ;  and  the  names  of  persons  voting  for,  or 
against,  the  bill,  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal : 
Provided,  never^elees.  That  all  bills  to  tax  the  in- 
habitants of  the  said  Territory,  or  their  property, 
shall,  before  they  become  laws,  receive  the  sanc- 
tion of  Congress;  except  when  the  said  bills  shall 
authorize  county,  city,  and  town,  officers  to  col- 
lect taxes  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  their  respect- 
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ive  counties,  cities,  and  towns ;  and  for  no  other 
purposes. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  judi- 
cial power  shall  be  vested  in  two  Superior  Courts, 
and  in  such  Inferior  Courts,  and  justices  of  the 
peace,  as  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory 
may,  from  time  to  time,  establish.  There  shall 
be  a  superior  court  for  that  part  of  the  Territory 
known  as  East  Florida,  to  consist  of  one  judge; 
he  shall  hold  his  court  on  the  first  Mondays  of 
May  and  November,  in  each  year,  at  St.  Augus- 
tine, and  at  such  other  times  and  places  as  the 
Legislative  Council  shall  direct.  There  shall  be  a 
superior  court  for  that  part  of  the  Territory  known 
as  West  Florida,  to  consist  of  one  judge;  he  shall 
hold  a  court  at  Pensacola,  on  the  first  Mondays  in 
May  and  November,  in  each  year,  and  at  such 
other  times  and  places  as  the  Legislative  Council 
shall  direct.  Within  its  limits,  herein  described, 
each  court  shall  have  jurisdiction  in  all  criminal 
cases;  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  all  capital 
offences;  and  original  jurisdiction  in  all  civil 
eases,  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  dollara,  arising 
under,  and  cognizable  by,  the  laws  of  the  Territory 
now  in  force  therein,  or  which  may  at  any  time^ 
be  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Council  thereof. 
Each  judge  shall  appoint  a  clerk  for  his  respect- 
ive court,  who  shall  reside,  respectively,  at  St. 
Augustine  and  Pensacola,  and  they  shall  keep  the 
records  there.  Each  clerk  shall  receive  for  his 
services,  in  all  cases  arising  under  the  territorial 
laws,  such  fees  as  shall  be  established  by  the  Le- 
|;islative  Council.  And  the  said  judges  may  ad- 
journ their  respective  courts  to  any  other  time  or 
glace,  whenever  St.  Augustine  or  Pensacola  shall 
e  infected  with  a  malignant  fever;  and  writs  of 
error  and  appeal  from  the  final  decision  of  the 
said  superior  courts,  authorized  by  this  section  of 
this  act,  shall  be  made  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  same  manner,  and  under 
the  same  regulations,  as  from  the  Circuit  Courts 
of  the  United  States,  where  the  amount  in  con- 
troversy, to  be  ascertained  by  the  oath,  or  afllrma- 
tion,  of  either  party,  shall  exceed  one  thousand 
dollars. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each  of 
the  said  superior  courts  shall,  moreover,  have  and 
exercise  the  same  jurisdiction  within  its  limits,  in 
all  eases  arising  under  the  laws  and  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  which,  by  an  act  to  establish 
the  judicial  courts  of  the  United  States,  approved 
the  twenty-fourth  of  September,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  and  *'An  act  io 
addition  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  establish 
the  judicial  courts  of  the  United  States,"  approved 
the  second  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-three,  was  vested  in  the  <^ourt  of  Ken- 
tucky district.  And  writs  of  error  and  appeal 
from  the  decisions  in  the  said  superior  courts,  au- 
thorized by  this  section  of  this  act,  shall  be  made 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
same  cases,  and  under  the  same  regulations,  as 
from  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States.  The 
clerks,  respectively,  shall  keep  the  records  at  the 
places  where  the  courts  are  held,  and  shall  receive, 
HI  all  cases  arising  under  the  laws  and  Constitu- 


tion of  the  United  Stat»,  the  same  feei  wbick  i 
clerk  of  the  Kentucky  district  received  for  amk 
services,  whilst  that  court  exercised  the  powens 
the  circuit  and  district  courts. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  il  further  enaOed^  Thai  ±^. 
shall  be  appointed  two  persons,  learned  is  ibtbi 
to  act  as  attorneys  of  the  United  Sittn,aif*L 
as  for  the  Territory :  one  for  that  part  of  tbeTff^ 
ritory  known  as  East  Florida,  the  other  for  U£ 
part  of  the  Territory  known  as  West  Flondt: '. 
each  of  whom,  in  addition  to  their  stited  fef  c 
civil  cases,  shall  he  paid,  as  a  full  compeasitsa 
for  all  extra  serXces,  annually,  the  sum  of  ir, 
hundred  dollars.  There  shall  also  be  appcsia 
two  marshals,  one  for  each  of  the  said  vipen: 
courts,  who  shall,  each,  perform  the  samf  i\2& 
be  subject  to  the  same  regulations  and  peaiiDs 
and  be  entitled  to  the  same  fees,  to  wbicli  s^'- 
shals  in  other  districts  are  entitled  for  simik'sff^ 
vices ;  and  shall,,  in  addition,  be  paid  the  scs  ^ 
two  hundred  dollars,  annuailv,  as  a  comp«a2!X 
for  extra  services,  and  shall  also  besabject(i:^£: 
regulations  and  penalties  as  the  LegisliUTeCss- 
cil  shall  impose,  while  acting  under,  and  in  T.r^^ 
of,  the  territoriai  laws. 

Sfic.  10.  Andbe  U  further  enacted,  Tbattk&f 
ernor,  secretary,' judses  of  the  superior  courts. ^i^ 
trict  attorneys,  marshals,  and  all  genenl  cic^n 
of  the  militia,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  ?m::. 
of  the  United  Stales,  by  and  with  theadn::u^ 
consent  of  the  Senate.  All  judicial  officos^jLi 
hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  foBryesatsii"' 
longer.  The  Governor,  secretary,  judges,  m- 
hers  of  the  Legislative  Council,  jnstfcf^  d  *^ 
peace,  and  all  other  officers,  civil  and  of  tbe  m- 
tia,  before  they  enter  upon  the  duties  of  ibeL*  t 
spective  offices,  shall  take  an  oath,oraffiriDiiM. 
to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  S'^:? 
and  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  otiic^ 
office,  before  a  judf  e  of  the  Supreme  or  i>^^^ 
court  of  the  United  States,  or  bdbre  a  jii^;';  ' 
justice  of  the  peace  of  the  Territory.  Tbf  O-v- 
ernor  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  twcil^ 
sand  five  hundred  dollars ;  the  secreurf,  q\^^ 
thousand  five  hundred;  and  the  judges,  of  ff^"^' 
hundred,  each ;  to  be  paid  quarterly,  out  ci  '<^ 
Treasury  of  the  United  States.  The  memb^*' 
the  Legislative  Council  shall  receive  tbreed^^ 
each,  per  day,  during  their  attendance  io  coip^^ 
and  three  dollars  for  every  twenty  miles  id  ^-^ 
to,  and  returning  from,  any  meeting  of  the  I/p 
lative  Council,  once  in  each  session,  aod  dod^"^ 
The  members  of  the  Legislative  Couaca  sbiit^ 
privileged  from  arrest,  except  in  cases  of  tr»2s^ 
felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace,  during  tbetrf-l 
to,  attendance  at,  and  returning  from,  each  k$^^ 
of  said  Council.  , 

Sec.  11.  And  UU  farther  enacted,  Tbat(oeii«! 
of  the  United  States  relating  to  the  reTena«  i^* 
its  collection,  subject  to  the  modification  stipfii^'' 
by  the  fifteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  ivftj 
second  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hucCT" 
and  nineteen,  in  favor  of  Spanish  vessels  anii  ^^ 
cargoes,  and  alt  other  public  acts  of  the  U^ 
Stales,  not  inconsistent  or  repugnant  to  t^(^^ 
visions  of  this  act,  now  in  force,  or  which  »^ 
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reafter  be  in  force,  shall  extend  to,  and  have 
11  force  and  effect  in,  the  Territory  aforesaid. 
Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That^  to  the 
d  that  the  inhabitants  may  be  protected  in  their 
wr(r,  property,  and  religion,  no  law  shall  ever 
!  valid  which  shall  impair,  or  in  anywise  re- 
nin, the  freedom  of  religious  opinions,  profes- 
)Qs,  aod  worship.  They  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
oefit  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  They  shall 
t  bailable  in  all  cases,  except  for  capital  offences, 
here  the  proof  is  evident  or  the  presumption 
cat;  all  fines  shall  be  moderate,  and  proportion- 
e  to  the  offence,  and  excessive  bail  shall  not  be 
quired,  nor  cruel  or  unusual  punishments  in- 
icted ;  no  ex  post  facto  law,  or  laws  impairing 
le  obligation  of  contracts,  shall  ever  be  passed ; 
or  shall  private  property  be  taken  for  public  uses 
ithout  just  compensation. 
Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  free 
lale  white  persons,  of  full  age,  wno  are  house- 
eepers,  and  who  shall  have  resided  one  year  in 
He  said  Tenitory,  shall  be  qualified  to  act  as 
rand  and  petit  jurors  in  the  courts  of  the  said 
Mtory ;  and  they  shall,  until  the  Legislature 
bereof  shall  otherwise  direct,  be  selected  in  such 
uoner  as  the  judges  of  the  said  courts  shall  re- 
pectively  prescribe,  so  as  to  be  most  conducive  to 
in  impartial  trial,  aod  be  least  burdensome  to  the 
ohabiiants  of  the  said  Territory. 
Sec.  U.  Aid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
lot  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to  import, 
ff  bring  into  the  said  Territory,  from  any  port  or 
)lace  without  the  limite  of  the  United  States,  or 
^Qse  or  procure  to  be  so  imported  or  brought,  or 
loowingly  to  aid  or  asssist  in  so  importing  or 
^fioging  any  slave  or  slaves ;  and  any  person  so 
tffeading,  and  being  thereof  convicted,  before  any 
'^Qrt  within  the  said  Territory,'  having  compe- 
^Dt  jurisdiction,  shall  forfeit  and  pav,  for  each 
nd  everv  slave  so  imported  or  brougnt,  the  sum 
f  three  nandred  dollars  ;  one  moiety  for  the  use 
>  the  United  States,  and  the  other  moiety  for  the 
^  of  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  sue  for  the 
ime;  and  every  slave,  so  imported,  or  brou|^ht, 
if^l,  thereupon,  become  entitled  to,  and  receive, 
»  or  her  freedom. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the  cit- 
Jtns  of  the  said  Territory  shall  be  entitled  to  one 
W*gaie  to  Congress  for  the  said  Territory,  who 
^11  possess  the  same  powers  heretofore  granted 
}ihe  Delegates  from  the  other  Territories  of  the 
miied  States:  Praoided,  That  no  person  shall 
Mligible  for  that  oflfice  who  shall  not  have  re- 
p*  at  least  twelvemonths  in  the  said  Territory. 
w  Delegate  shall  be  elected  by  such  description 
Persons,  at  such  times,  and  under  such  regula- 
P')  as  the  Qovemor  and  Legislative  Council 
R)  from  time  to  time,  ordain  and  direct,  soldiers 
I  the  United  States  excepted,  who  shall,  under 
^circumstances,  be  qualined  to  vote. 
lJec.  16.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  an  act, 
piled  "An  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  terri- 
R^^  government  in  Florida,"  be  and  the  same 
U^'eby  repealed,  so  far  as  the  same  is  inconsist- 
P  witti  the  provisions  of  this  act ;  and  that  the 
pceedings  of  the  last  session  of  the  Legislative 
^''ih  Con .  2d  Sk88— 44 


Council  of  Florida  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
confirmed,  to  remain  in  full  force  and  effect  until 
the  end  or  the  next  session  of  the  said  Council, 
unless  sooner  altered,  modified,  or  repealed,  with 
the  exception  of  all  revenue  laws  imposinc^  taxes 
on  the  inhabitants  or  their  property,  and  tnc  law 
authorizing  the  Governor  to  borrow  five  thousand 
dollars  on  the  credit  of  the  said  Territory,  and  the 
law  establishing  county  courts,  which  are  hereby 
declared  null  and  void :  Provided,  That  no  loan 
of  money  already  made  or  obtained,  under  said 
law,  shall  be  affected  by  this  act.  and  that  the  act 
approved  the  second  ot  Septemoer,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-two^  by  the  Governor, 
repealing  all  the  laws  and  ordinances  in  force  in 
the  said  Territory,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  de- 
clared to  have  effect  on  the  day  of  its  passage  by 
the  Legislative  Council,  and  not  of  its  approval  by 
the  Governor. 
Approved,  March  3, 1823. 


An  Act  amending,  and  supplementary  to,  the  *'  Act 
for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Florida,'*  and  to  provide  for  the  survey  and 
disposal  of  the  public  lands  in  Florida. 

Be  it  enacted,  <f  c,  That  the  powers  of  the  Board 
of  Commissioners  heretofore  appointed,  for  as- 
certaining claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Florida,  shall  be  confined,  exclusively,  to 
the  examination  of  titles  and  claims  in  that  por- 
tion of  the  said  Territory,  heretofore  known  as 
West  Florida;  and  that  for  ascertaining^  titles 
and  claims  in  East  Florida,  the  President  is  here- 
by authorized,  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  ap- 
point three  commissioners,  which  appointments 
shall  be  of  force  until  the  end  of  the  next  session 
of  Congress  thereafter,  who  may  appoint  their 
secretary,  and  who,  with  their  secretary,  shall, 
within  the  district  of  East  Florida,  possess  all  the 
powers  ffiven  by,  perform  all  the  duties  required, 
and  shall,  in  all  respects,  be  subject  to,  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  the  eighth  of  May,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  entitled  "An 
act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  the 
Territory  of  Florida,"  except  so  far  as  the  same  is 
altered  or  changed  by  the  provisions  of  this  act ; 
which  Board  of  Commissioners,  heretofore  ap- 
pointed, with  that  hereafter  appointed,  shall  hold 
their  sessions,  severally,  at  the  place  within  their 
respective  districts,  heretofore  designated  by  law ; 
but  may  adjourn  to  some  other  convenient  place 
within  their  district,  and  may  continue  their  ses- 
sions until  the  second  Monday  in  February  next, 
when  they  shall  make  a  return  of  their  proceed- 
inffs  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  be  laid 
before  Congress. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  the 
examination  of  titles  to  land  before  either  of  said 
Boards  of  Commissioners,  the  claimant  or  claim- 
ants shall  not  be  required  to  produce  in  evidence 
the  deraignment  of  title  from  the  original  grantee 
or  patentee,  but  the  Commissioners  shall  confirm 
every  claim  in  favor  of  actual  settlers  at  the  time 
of  cession  of  the  said  Territory  to  the  United 
States,  where  the  quantity  claimed  does  not  ex- 
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ceed  three  thousand  five  hundred  acres,  where 
such  deraif^nment  cannot  be  obtained,  the  validity 
of  which  nas  been  recognised  by  the  Spanisn 
Government,  and  where  the  claimant  or  claim- 
aints  shall  produce  satisfactory  evidence  of  his, 
her,  or  their  right  to  the  land  claimed :  And  said 
Commissioners  shall  have  the  power,  any  law  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding,  of  deciding  on  the 
validity  of  all  claims  derived  from  the  Spanish 
Government  in  favor  of  actual  settlers,  where  the 
quantity  claimed  does  not  exceed  three  thousand 
five  hundred  acres. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  each  of 
the  Commissioners  heretofore  appointed,  who  has 
performed,  and  shall  hereafter  perform,  the  duties 
assigned  him,  shall  receive  compensation  in  pro- 
portion to  that  heretofore  allowed  him.  And  each 
of  the  Commissioners  hereafter  appointed  for  East 
Florida,  who  shall  actually  perform  the  duties 
assigned  him,  shall  receive  the  sum  of  two  thou- 
sand dollars,  as  a  full  compensation,  payable  quar- 
terly, from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  fuirther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  district  attorneys  for  said  dis- 
tricts respectively,  whenever  required  to  do  so  by 
the  commissioners  within  his  district,  to  attend 
them  for  the  purpose  of  arguing  and  explaining 
any  points  of  law  that  may  be  deemed  necessary 
to  be  examined ;  and  said  attorney  shall  be  en- 
titled to  the  same  compensation  therefor  as  when 
attending  on  the  district  court  of  said  Territory. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
claims  not  filed  with  the  commissioners  of  the 
district,  where  the  land  claim  is  situated,  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  the  act  to  which  this  is  an 
amendment,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Decem- 
ber next,  shall  be  held  to  be  void,  and  of  none 
effect. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  marshal  to  execute  and  make 
return  of  all  process  which  may  be  issued  by  the 
said  commissioners,  or  the  commissioners  may, 
where  they  deem  it  necessary,  authorize  and  em- 
power any  other  person  to  execute  and  return 
said  process. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  so  soon 
as  the  commissioners  shall  have  decided  and  re- 
ported on  the  private  claims,  in  said  Territory  of 
Florida,  a  surveyor  shall  be  appointed  for  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  who  shall  keep  his  office 
at  such  place,  within  the  said  Territory,  as  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  designate; 
and  shall  receive  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars, payable  quarterly,  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  lying 
in  the  district  of  East  Florida,  a  land  office  shall 
be  established  and  kept  at  such  place,  within  said 
district,  as  the  Presideut  of  the  United  States 
shall  direct;  and  that,  for  the  disposal  of  the 
lands  of  the  United  States  lying  in  the  district  of 
West  Florida,  a  land  office  shall  be  established  at 
such  place,  in  said  district,  as  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  direct. 

Sec  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  so  soon 


as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President  of  the  Uisi 
States,  there  shall  be  a  sufficient  qoantitjofa 
public  lands  surveyed,  within  either  of  the  djstu 
of  East  or  West  Florida,  to  authorize  the  opcai 
of  one  or  both  of  the  iknd  offices  afoRsaidi 
shall  cause  the  same  to  be  opened,  and  shiU  p 
ceed,  from  time  to  time,  to  appoint,  with  ikK 
vice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  for  each  a  ** 
said  offices,  a  register  and  receiver  of  the  feu 
moneys,  who  shall  give  security,  in  the  ^ 
sums,  and  in  the  same  manner,  and  whose  ea 
pensation,  emoluments,  duties,  and  authority,^ 
in  every  respect,  be  the  same,  in  relation  lo  a 
lands  to  be  disposed  of  at  their  offiees,as»:i 
mav  be  provided  by  law  in  relation  to  the  refs2 
and  receivers  of  public  moneys,  in  the  sera 
land  offices  established  for  the  disposil  of  ^ 
public  lands  of  the  United  States. 

Seo.  10.  And  be  it  further  enaeted,  Thai,wter 
ever  a  land  office  shall  have  been  esitfaliite  ^ 
either  of  the  districts  aforesaid,  and  a  rt^ui 
receiver  of  public  moneys  appointed  for  tbessr 
the  President  of  the  United  Suces  shtll  k-in 
he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  direct  so  moch^it  a 
public  landls,  lying  in  such  district,  as  shall  ij" 
been  surveyed  according  to  law,  to  be  dad  » 
sale,  in  the  same  manner,  and  nhth  thenw^ 
ervationsand  exceptions,  and  on  the  suae  tirs 
and  conditions,  in  every  respect,  as  hare  to  i 
may  hereaAer  be,  provided  for  tfce  sale^'^ 
public  lands  of  the  United  States. 

Sec  11.  Andbeit  fktriher  enacted,  Thitatt 
tire  township,  in  each  of  the  districts  of  Stfo^iij 
West  Florida!^  shall  be  reserved  fcoasaie^fa^ 
use  of  a  seminarv  of  learning,  to  be  located  ^ 
the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury. 

Sbo.  12.  AndbeU  fiertker  emded,  That aLv 
navigable  rivers*  and  waters  in  the  disthcfic 
East  and  West  Florida,  shall  be,  and  foffwi^ 
main,  public  highways. 

Sec  13.  And  be  it /krthir  enacted,  Thatnsid 
of  the  act,  approved  the  etffhth  day  of  Mit.* 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  essv^l 
"  An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  title  <o^ 
in  the  Territory  of  Florida,"  as  is  incoas^ 
with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  be^  and  ihea^ 
is  hereby,  repealed ;  and  so  much  thoeof  t^F 
Tides  for  the  appointment  of  a  Sorvefor  Gm 
and  allows  him  to  charge  fees,  is  berebf  rep*"- 

Approved,  March  3, 1823. 


An  Act  proriding  for  the  sxecutisB  of  tht 
land  in  that  part  of  the  Stata  of  Louiiiaoi 
between  the  Kio  Hondo  and  the  Ssbiiw  nnr» 

Be  a  enacted,  fc,  That  all  that  tract  of 
situated  between  the  Rio  Hondo  and  SabiBe! 
within  the  State  of  Louisiana,  aad  prerioBsl] 
the  treaty  of  the  twenty-second  of  Kebraar?^' 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineten,  ^^ 
the  United  States  and  Spain,  called  the  oi 
territory,  be,  and  the  same  is  herebf,  attac 
the  district  south  of  Red  river ;  and  the  ref> 
and  receiver  of  the  land  office,  in  said  dt" 
are  required  to  receive  and  record  ail  writ(0| 
dences  of  claim  to  land  in  said  tract  of 
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derived  from,  and  issued  by,  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment of  Texas,  prior  to  the  twentieth  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three, 
according  to  the  regulations,  as  to  the  granting  of 
lands,  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  said  Govern- 
ment, and  to  receive  and  record  all  evidences  of 
daim,  founded  on  occupation,  habitation,  an4 
cultivation,  designating  particularly  the  time  and 
manner  in  which  each  tract  was  occupied,  Inhab- 
ited, or  cultivated,  prior  to,  and  on,  the  twenty- 
second  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen, 
and  the  continuance  thereof  subsequent  to  that 
time,  with  the  extent  of  the  improvement  on  each 
tract,  and  to  receive  and  record  such  evidence  as 
majrbe  produced,  touching  the  performance  of 
the  conditions  required  to  be  performed  by  any 
bolder  of  any  grant,  concession,  warrant,  or  order 
of  survey,  or  other  written  evidence  of  claim, 
and  on  which  the  validity  of  such  claim  roav 
have  depended  under  the  Government  from  which 
it  emanated,  and  to  receive  and  record  all  evi- 
dence of  fraud  in  obtaining  or  issuing  the  written 
evidence  of  such  claims,  and  of  their  abandon- 
ment or  forfeiture. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  f^itther  ejiacted,  That  the  re- 
gister and  receiver,  as  aforesaid,  shall  transmit  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  complete  record 
of  all  the  claims  presented  to  them  under  this  act, 
and  the  evidence  appertaining  to  each  claim,  and 
shall  al9o  make  out  and  transmit  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  an  abstract  containing  the  whole 
number  of  claims,  in  four  distinct  classes,  the  first 
of  which  shall  contain  a  specification  or  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  complete  titles,  the  time  when, 
and  by  whom,  issued,  and  to  whom,  with  the  date 
of  any  transfer,  the  name  of  the  person  trans- 
ferring, and  to  whom  transferred,  and  where  the 
conditions  of  such  grant  or  patent  have  been  com- 
plied with ;  the  second  shall  contain  all  claims 
founded  on  written  evidence,  and  not  embraced 
in  the  first  class,  and  where  the  conditions  on 
which  the  perfection  thereof  into  complete  titles 
nay  have  depended,  according  to  the  laws  and 
ordinances  of  the  Spanish  Government,  are  shown 
to  have  been  complied  with  ;  the  third  class  shall 
consist  of  claims  founded  on  habitation,  occupa- 
tion, or  cultivation,  previously  to  twenty-second 
9f  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
lineteen,  and  in  the  manner  which  would  have 
entitled  the  claimants  to  a  title  under  the  Govern- 
nent  exercising  the  sovereign  power  over  that 
ract  of  country,  and  which,  in  their  opinion, 
wght  to  be  confirmed  ;  the  fourth  class  shall  con- 
sist of  those  claims  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
egister  and  receiver,  ought  not  to  be  confirmed : 
^ided,  That  nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall 
le  considered  as  a  pledge  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress to  confirm  any  claim  thus  reported. 
Sec.  3.  And  he  it  farther  enacted^  That  it  shall 
« the  dutv  of  the  register  and  receiver  aforesaid, 
fter  suitable  notice  to  claimants,  of  the  time  and 
*|aee  of  their  meeting,  and  the  object  thereof,  be 
iven  by  them,  to  hold  their  session  at  Natchito- 
hes,  so  long  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  perform- 
Bce  of  the  duties  nerein  prescribed,  and  shall  be 
llowed  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  each,  as 


a  full  compensation  for  the  services  required  to  be 
performed  by  this  act. 
Approved,  March  3, 1823. 

An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-three. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  following  sums  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  respectively,  appropria- 
ted for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-three ;  that  is  to  say : 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and  attend- 
ants of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
twenty-nine  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and 
all  other  contingent  expenses  of  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress,  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  the  Library  of  Congress, 
including  the  salary  of  the  Librarian,  one  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  gradual  increase  of  the  Library,  two 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
six  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  per  act  of  the  twentieth  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  fifteen 
thousand  nine  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said  de- 
partment, including  the  messenger  in  the  Patent 
Office,  one  thousand  four  hundred  dollars,  in  full 
of  all  allowances. 

For  the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Department  of  State,  including  the  expenses 
of  printing  the  laws,  and  for  extra  copymg  of 
papers,  eignteen  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  preparing  and  reporting  an  additional 
Commercial  Digest,  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  twenty-first 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
three,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, six  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  per  act  of  twenti- 
eth of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighteen,  ten  thousand  four  hunored  dollars. 

For  an  additional  clerk  in  said  office,  from  first 
of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
two,  to  thirty-first  of  December,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said  of- 
fice, one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars,  in  full  of  all 
allowances. 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury,  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  First  Comptroller,  per  act  of  twentieth  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
seventeen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars. 
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For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said  of-  j 
fice,  one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars,  in  full  of  all 
allowances. 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Second  Comptroller,  per  act  of  the  twentieth 
of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eigh- 
teen, nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  futy 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, seven  hundred  dollars,  in  full  of  all  allow- 
ances. 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  First  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  per  act  of  twen- 
tieth of  Anril,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighteen,  nfteen  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenffer  in  said  of- 
fice, seven  hundred  dollars,  in  fuliof  all  allow- 
ances. 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Second  Auditor,  sixteen  thousand  two  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, seven  hundred  dollars,  in  full  of  all  allow- 
ances. 

For  compensation  to  the  Third  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Third  Auditor,  twenty-three  thousand  three 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars.' 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  and  assist- 
ant in  said  office,  one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars, 
in  full  of  all  allowances. 

For  compensation  to  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Fourth  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  fifteen 
thousand  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, seven  hundred  dollars,  in  full  of  all  allow- 
ances. 

For  compensation  to  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Fifth  Auditor,  per  act  of  the  twentieth  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
ten  thousand  five  hundred. dollars. 

For  two  clerks,  to  complete  the  duties  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  transferred  to  the 
office  of  the  Fifth  Auditor,  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  one  clerk,  on  the  business  of  the  agent  of 
the  Treasury,  transferred  to  the  office  of  the  Fifth 
Auditor,  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, seven  hundred  dollars,  in  full  of  all  allow- 
ances. 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  three  thousand  dollars. 


For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the 
the  Treasurer,  per  act  of  the  twentieth  of  kp. 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eigfateeo.iT» 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  an  additional  clerk,  is. 
also  for  an  assistant  to  the  chief  clerk,  asallofs 
since  first  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  bcstk 
and  nineteen,  twelve  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  saidi 
fice,  seven  hundred  dollars,  in  full  of  all  ik%- 
ances. 

For  compensation  to  ^the  Commissiooer  (^  i£ 
Greneral  Land  Office,  three  thousand  dolks 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  theoiets 
said  Commissioner,  per  act  of  twentieth  of  A^l 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  twsit- 
two  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  doUais. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  sdi^ 
fice,  and  pay*  of  a  laborer,  nine  hundred  vtiits 
dollars,  in  full  of  all  allowances. 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  ikl^ 
ury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  oficesi 
the  Register,  per  act  of  twentieth  of  Aprils* 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  tweoty-tn 
thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger,  inckis! 
allowance  lor  stamping  ships'  registers,  eigiltilE^ 
dred  dollars,  in  full  of  all  allowances. 

For  an  assistant  messenger  in  said  office,!^ 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  in  full  of  all  ti^* 
ances. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  thsCc> 
missioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hundr^^^ 
fifty  dollars. 

For  allowance  to  the  person  emplof ed  in  cas^ 
mitting  passports  and  sea  letters;  for  expessJ 
translating  foreign  languages,  in  the  office  o:ti^ 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  for  stationery. let 
printing,  and  all  other  incidental  and  codlb^gi- 
expenses  in  the  Treasury  Department,  afi^  ''^, 
several  offices  therein,  including  the  expe&s^^ 
stating  and  printing  the  public  accounufor^ 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twe:n- 
three,  thirty  thousand  Vxree  hundred  dollars. 

For  allowance  to  the  superintendent  and  i^ 
watchmen,  einployed  for  the  secnritjr  of  theSss 
and  Treasury  Buildings ;  for  the  repairs  of  esf^ 
hose,  and  buckets,  one  thousand  oine  ho&sff 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  W&r,si 
thousand  dollars.  , 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  (im^ 
the  Secretary  of  War,  twenty-two  thousand  si 
hundred  dollars.  .  . 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  ss^^^ 
fice,  one  thousand  and  fiAy  dollars,  in  full  &i^ 
allowances. 

For  compensation  to  the  Paymaster  G^^ 
two  thousand  Ave  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  od^- 
the  Paymaster  General,  three  thousand  one  ^ 
dred  dollars.  ,     ^ , 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  sa*^" 
fice,  seven  hundred  dollars,  in  full  of  all  >^  ' 
ances. 
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ii*or  compensation  Co  the  Commissary  General 

Parchases,  three  thousand  dollars. 

ii*or  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 

!  Commissary  General  of  Purchases,  two  thou- 

id  eight  hundred  dollars* 

si^or  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 

!,  seven  nundred  dollars,  in  full  of  all  allow- 


!es. 


[i*or  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 

!  Adjutant  General,  two  thousand  one  hundred 

i  fifty  dollars. 

B'or  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Ord- 

Qce  Office,  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and 

y  dollars. 

^or  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 

!  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  two  thou- 

id  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 

i  Chief  £ngineer,  two  thousand  one  hundred 

J  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerk  in  the  Surgeon 

!neral's  office,  one  thousand  one  hundred  and 

J  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  War  De- 

rtment,  including  fuel,  stationery,  dbc,  six  thou- 

id  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

:  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 

J  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  per  act  of  the  twen- 

th  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

[hteen,  eight  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  cQmpensation  to  the  messengers  in  said 

ice,  one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars,  in  full  of  all 

owances. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  two 

)usaod  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 

ivy  Board,  ten  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 

ssioners  of  the  Navy  Board,  two  thousand  dol- 

s. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 

*.  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Board,  per  act  of 

entieth  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

jhteen,  three  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty 

liars. 

For  compensation  of  three  clerks  and  a  draughts- 

m,  as  allowed  by  the  acts  of  appropriation  since 

;  first  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 

d  nineteen,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 

ice,  seven  hundred  dollars,  in  full  of  all  allow- 

ces. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  seven- 

!Q  hundred  dollars. 

For  allowance  to  the  superintendent  and  four 

itchmen,  employed  for  the  security  of  the  War 

d  Navy  buildings,  and  for  the  incidental  and 

ntingent  expenses,  including  oil,  fuel,  and  can- 

»,  two  thousand  and  sixty-eight  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Postmaster  General, 

ar  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  two  Assistant  Postmasters 

sneral,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  General 


Post  Office,  per  act  of  twentieth  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  twenty-two 
thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  additional  clerk  hire,  and  other  expenses  in 
the  General  Post  Office,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-two.  three  thousand 
four  hundred  and  eighty-one  dollars  and  ninety- 
eisht  cents. 

For  the  salaries  of  two  additional  clerks  in  the 
General  Post  Office,  one  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said  of- 
fice, one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars,  in  full  of  all 
allowances. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  four 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  General,  two 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Surveyor  General,  two  thousand  one  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  surveyor  south  of  Ten- 
nessee, two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office 
of  the  said  surveyor,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  surveyor  in  Illinois, 
Missouri,  and  Arkansas,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  said  surveyor,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  surveyor  in  Alabama, 
two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  said  surveyor,  one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Public  Buildings  at  Washington  city,  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  late  Commissioner  of 
Loans  in  Georgia,  from  the  second  of  September, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eiffht.  to  the 
thirteenth  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  nundred 
and  ten.  and  for  printing  and  stationery,  as  set- 
tled at  tne  Treasury,  one  thousand  three  hundred 
and  sixty-five  dollars,  seventy-two  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and  clerk  of 
the  Mint,  nine  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  persons  employed  in  the  different  operations 
of  the  Mint,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  and  re- 
pairs; cost  of  machinery;  and  for  allowance  of 
wastage  in  the  gold  and  silver  coinage  of  the 
Mint,  ten  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary,  of  the  Arkansas  Territory,  six  thousand 
six  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Arkansas 
Territory,  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  six  thousand 
six  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Michigan 
Territory,  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary,  of  the  Florida  Territory,  including 
arrearages  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
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dred  and  twenty-two,  eleven  thousand  six  hundred 
and  forty-nine  aoUars  and  seventy  cents. 

For  compensation  and  travelling  expenses  of 
the  members  of  the  Legislative  Council,  and  for 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Territory,  inclu- 
ding arrearages  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-two,  thirteen  thousand  three 
hundred  and  eighty-six  dollars  and  fifty-four  cents. 

For  compensation  to  three  Commissioners  to 
settle  land  claims  in  said  Territory,  including 
arrearages  for  the  year  one  thousana  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two,  nine  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  ninety  dollars  and  eleven  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  Chief  Justice,  the  As- 
sociate Judges^  and  District  Jud^,  of  the  United 
States,  includinj^  the  Chief  Justice  and  Associate 
Judges  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  seventy-eight 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Attorney  General  of 
the  United  States,  three  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerk  in  the  office  of 
the  Attorney  General,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Reporter  of  the  de- 
cisions of  tne  Supreme  Court,  one  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  sundrv  District  Attorneys 
and  Marshals  as  granted  by  law,  including  those 
in  the  several  Territories,  nine  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  seventy-three  dollars  and  sixty-three 
cents. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Supreme, 
Circuit,  and  District  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
including  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  of  jurors 
and  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  funds  arisine  from 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  and  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  prosecutions  for  offences  against 
the  united  States,  and  for  the  safekeeping  of 
prisoners,  sixty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions,  granted 
by  the  late  and  present  governments,  two  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  support  and  maintenance  of  light- 
houses, beacons,  buovs,  and  stakeages,  incluoinff 
the  purchase  of  oil,  Keepers'  salaries,  repairs,  and 
improvements,  and  contmgent  expenses,  one  hun- 
dred and  two  thousand  lour  hundred  and  forty- 
one  dollars  and  sixty-five  cents. 

For  procuring  and  placing  three  buoys  on  the 
bar  hear  the  port  of  Georgetown,  South  Carolina, 
in  addition  to  the  sum  heretofore  appropriated  for 
that  object,  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  surveying  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  one  nundred  and  ninety-seven  thousand 
dollars. 

For  carrying  on  the  centre  building  of  the 
Capitol,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  payment  to  John  Trumbull,  for  paintings 
commemorative  of  the  most  important  events  of 
the  Revolution,  six  thousand  dollars. 

For  stationery  and  books  for  the  offices  of  Com- 
missioners of  Loans,  six  thousand  and  thirty-five 
dollars  and  ninety-three  cents. 


For  the  discharge  of  such  misceUaaeoos  das 
against  the  United  States,  not  otherwise  proT^i 
for,  as  shall  be  admitted  in  doe  eooise  of  x& 
ment  at  the  Treasury,  six  thousand  doUan. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  Minii^ters  of  the  Uak 
States  to  London,  Paris,  St.  Petersborg,  L^ 
and  Madrid,  with  the  salaries  of  their  scToilSe 
retaries  of  Legation,  and  the  salaries  ct  k 
Charg6  d'AlEiires  at  the  Hague  and  at  Sui 
holm,  sixty-four  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  those  miss^si. 
ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  agents  of  claims  it  Ls- 
don  and  Paris,  eight  thousand  doUan. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  commissioDen.  $err 
tary,  clerk,  and  messenger,  together  with  tlterih 
tingent  expenses  of  the  commissioB  nak^ 
eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  with  Spaio.c!& 
twenty-second  of  February,  one  thoinani^^' 
hundred  and  nineteen,  eighteen  thoosaod  ^:!:2b. 

For  expenses  of  carrying  into  efiect  the  ik 
sixth,  and  seventh  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Gcc^ 
concluded  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  December, « 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  mdabc 
the  compensation  of  the  commissioDers,  ifa^> 
and  surveyors,  and  their  contingent  expeojes.£i- 
teen  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  Yim^ 
ton,  to  reimburse  the  said  Corporation  a  jiM  po- 
tion of  the  expense  of  making  streets  aod  Cus 
improvements  adjoining  the  public  properf.r  :^ 
thousand  dollars. 

For  carrying  into  execution  the  coaramc^"^ 
cently  ratined,  relating  to  the  slaves  canied  air 
in  contravention  to  the  first  article  of  the  Tra^^f 
of  Ghent,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  surveying  and  marking  the  boondtrr  ii:^ 
between  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Temtc^?^ 
Arkansas,  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dolia^ .i"  ^, 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  SecreOT)  3: 
the  Treasury. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  U  further  maeUd,  That  fbe  r*- 
eral  sums  herebv  appropriated  shall  be  jiaidccid 
any  money  in  tne  Treasury  not  otherwise  apf'" 
printed :  Provided,  Aotoever,  That  no  mooejrap^' 
priated  by  this  act  shall  be  paid  to  any  pei^  * 
his  compensation  who  is  in  arrean  to  toe  ClI^ 
States,  until  such  person  shall  have  aceoaotfd^ 
and  paid  into  the  Treasury  all  sums  for  ^hid^ 
may  be  liable:  Provided,  fttrtker,  Thatnothini' 
this  section  contained  shall  extend  to  tolatf 
arising  solely  from  the  depreciation  of  Tre^*! 
notes  received  by  such  person,  to  be  expenddl  i 
the  public  service,  or  to  the  apnrojviation  for  c<^ 
pensation  to  the  Vice  President  of  the  ^^^\ 
States  5  but  in  all  cases  where  the  pay  or  siliff 
of  any  person  is  withheld  in  pursuance  of  uisa^. 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  accounting  officer- 
demanded  by  the  party,  his  agent  or  attorney,* 
report  forthwith  to  the  agent  of  the  Tfo^ 
Department  the  balance  due;  and  it  shall  » 1^ 
duty  of  the  said  agent,  within  sixty  days  the* 
ter,  to  order  suit  to  be  commenced  against  ^ 
delinquent  and  his  sureties. 

Approved,  March  3, 1823. 
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An  Act  makings  appropriationB  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-three. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Navy  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-three,  the  following  sums 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  respectively  appro- 
priated : 

For  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers,  and 
pay  of  the  seamen,  nine  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
thousand  five  hundred  and  three  dollars  and  twelve 
cents,  including  the  sum  of  twenty-six  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-six  dollars,  for  six  months' 
pay  for  the  petty  omcers,  able  seamen,  ordinary 
seamen,  and  boys,  required  for  a  frigate  of  forty- 
four  guns. 

For  provisions,  two  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  medicines,  hospital  stores,  and  all  expenses 
on  account  of  the  sick,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  repairs  of  vessels,  three  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  navy  yards,  docks,  and 
wharyes,  eighty-two  thousand  dollars. 

For  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  including 
small  arms,  manufacture  of  powder,  &c.,  twenty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  pay  of  superintendents,  naval  constructors, 
storekeepers,  inspectors  of  timber,  clerks  of  the 
yards,  and  artificers,  forty-four  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars,  including  the  sum  of  four 
thousand  one  hundred  dollars,  to  cover  a  defi- 
ciency in  the  appropriation  of  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty-two. 

For  laborers  and  teams  employed  in  loading  and 
unloading  vessels,  piling,  docking,  and  removing 
timbers,  stores,  dec,  and  fuel  for  the  engine,  thirty 
thousand  dollars,  including  the  sum  of  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  to  cover  a  deficiency  in  the  appro- 
priation of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
two. 

For  contingent  expenses,  two  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  erecting  and  completing  houses  over  ships 
in  ordinary,  for  their  preservation  from  the  wea- 
ther, eighty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  construction  of  a  dock  and  wharves,  in 
connexion  with  the  inclined  plane  erected  at  the 
navy  yard  in  Washington,  fihy  thousand  dollars. 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  Marine  Corps, 
one  hundred  and  seventy-six  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  seventy-four  dollars. 

For  elothing  for  the  same,  twenty-nine  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  fuel  for  the  non-commissioned  officers,  mu- 
sicians, and  privates,  six  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  same — that  is  to 
say :  fuel  for  the  commissioned  officers,  bed  sacks, 
repairing  barracks,  transportation,  and  travelling 
expenses  to  officers,  postage  of  letters,  armorers, 
and  armorers'  tools,  and  stationery,  with  extra 
rations  to  officers,  fourteen  thousand  dollars. 

To  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
carry  into  effect  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  in  ad- 


dition to  the  acts  prohibiting  the  slave  trade,"  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  shot,  shells,  and  military  stores,  being  the 
amount  of  the  unexpended  balance  of  appropria- 
tions for  previous  years,  four  thousand  ana  thirty- 
five  dollars  and  ninety-five  cents. 

For  military  stores  of  the  marine  corps,  being 
the  amount  or  the  unexpended  Inlance  of  appro- 
priations for  previous  years;  ten  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars  and  thirty-five  cents. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fiirther  enacted.  That  the  seve- 
ral sums  hereby  appropriated,  shall  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated :  Provided,  however,  That  no  money  appro- 
E dated  by  this  act  shall  be  paid  to  any  person,  for 
is  compensation,  who  is  in  arrears  to  the  United 
States,  until  such  person  shall  have  accounted  for, 
and  paid  into  the  Treasury,  all  sums  for  which  he 
may  be  liable:  Provided,  further,  That  nothing  in 
this  section  contained,  shall  extend  to  balances 
arising  solely  from  the  depreciation  of  Treasury 
notes,  received  by  such  person  to  be  expended  in 
the  public  service;  but  in  all  cases  where  the  pay 
or  salary  of  any  person  is  withheld,  in  pursuance 
of  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  accounting 
officer,  if  demanded  by  the  party,  his  agent,  or  at- 
torney, to  report  forthwith  to  the  agent  of  the 
Treasury  Department  the  balance  due;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  agent,  within  sixty  days 
thereafter,  to  order  suit  to  be  commenced  against 
such  delinquent  and  his  sureties. 

Approved,  March  3,  1823. 


An   Act   to   discontinue  certain   post  roads,  and  to 

establish  others. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  following  post  routes 
be  discontinued,  to  wit: 

In  MaMochusetts. — From  Monson  to  Palmer. 

From  Brimfield  to  Sturbridge. 

In  Rhode  Island. — From  Providence  to  Chepa- 
chet,  in  Gloucester. 

In  Pennsylvania. — From  Greersburg,  in  Beaver 
county,  through  Mount  Jackson,  Newcastle,  and 
Mercer,  to  Franklin. 

In  North  Carolfna. — So  much  of  the  route  from 
Warren  ton.  North  Carolina,  to  Eden  ton,  as  lies 
between  Halifax  and  Murfreesborough. 

The  route  from  Tarborouffh  to  Scotland  Neck, 
and  from  Stantonsburs  to  Fayetteville. 

In  Kentucky. — From^owling  Green  to  Cory  don, 
in  Indiana. 

In  Tennessee. — From  Lebanon  to  Mount  Rich- 
ardson. 

In  Ohio. — From  Chillicothe,  through  Wilming- 
ton, in  Clinton  county,  and  Lebanon,  in  Warren 
county,  to  Cincinnati. 

In  the  Ftoridas. — From  Pensacola  to  St.  Mark's, 
thence  to  Vollutia  Dexter's,  on  St.  John's  river, 
and  thence  to  St.  Augustine. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  fol- 
lowing mail  routes  shall  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  established,  to  wit : 

In  Maine. — From  Scowhegan  bridge,  in  Canaan. 
Somerset  county,  passing  through  Madison  and 
Solon,  to  Solon  post-office. 
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From  the  town  of  Harmony,  in  the  coant^  of 
Somerset,  through  Ripley,  Parkman,  Sangerville, 
Gailford,  Foxcraft,  and  Dover,  to  Sebee,  in  the 
coanty  of  Penobscot. 

From  Belfast  to  Frankfort,  through  Swanrille 
and  Monroe,  in  lieu  of  the  present  route,  which  is 
hereby  repealed. 

In  Massachusetts, — From  Springfield,  through 
Wilbraham,  Monson,  Brimfiefd,  Sturbridge,  and 
Southbridge,  to  Thompson,  in  Connecticut,  and 
thence  through  Chepachet,  to  Providence,  in  Rhode 
Island. 

InConnecticut. — From  Spencer's  corner,  in  North- 
east, Dutchess  county,  New  York,  by  the  lifeeting- 
house,  in  Salisbury,  to  the  post-ofiice  in  North 
Canaan. 

In  New  Hampshire, — From  Hancock,  through 
Stoddart,  to  Mario w. 

From  Crawford's,  in  Nash  and  Sawyer's  loca- 
tion, to  Littleton  post-office. 

In  Vermont, — From  Poultney  to  Whitehall,  in 
New  York. 

In  New  York. — From  Almond,  by  Alfred,  to  In- 
dependence, in  AUeganv  county.  • 

From  Wayne,  Steuben  county,  to  Trumans- 
burgh,  in  Tompkins  county. 

From  Bufialo,  in  Erie,  to  Olean,  in  the  county 
of  Cataragus,  passing  through  the  towns  of  Ham- 
burgh, Boston,  Concord,  and  Ellicottsville. 

From  Elliott's,  by  Royalton,  to  Hartland  post- 
office. 

From  the  village  of  Greene,  in  Chenango  coun- 
ty, to  Cincinnatus,  in  Courtland  county,  passing 
through  the  Bie  Fiats,  in  the  town  of  Smithfield, 
and  Livermore's  tavern,  in  Germantown. 

From  Morffansville,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ton- 
newonta  creex,  in  Niagara  county,  to  Lockport 

From  Potsdam,  on  the  turnpike,  by  Canton,  to 
Ogdensburg,  on  the  mail  route  from  Plattsburg, 
by  Malone,  to  Ogdensburg. 

From  Albany  to  Rensselaer ville,  through  the 
towns  of  Bethlehem  and  Burn,  to  intersect  the 
post  road  from  Albany  to  Susquehanna,  by  the 
way  of  the  Delaware  turnpike,  to  Milford ville. 

in  Pennsylvania. — From  the  city  of  Lancaster, 
along  the  White  House  road,  to  where  it  intersects 
the  State  road  leading  from  Westchester  to  Mc- 
Call's  ferry. 

From  Kimberton  to  the  Yellow  Springs. 

From  Greersburgh,  in  Beaver  county,  through 
Mount  Jackson  and  Newcastle,  to  Harlemburg. 

From  Warren,  in  the  county  of  Warren,  to 
Olean,  in  New  York ;  to  pass  by  the  mouth  of 
Great  Valley  and  Kinkum  creeks. 

Froni  Mercer,  in  the  county  of  Mercer,  to 
Franklin,  in  the  county  of  Venango. 

From  the  South  Branch  of  Towando  creek,  in 
Bradford  county,  by  way  of  the  Susquehannah 
and  Tioga  turnpike,  to  Elmira,  in  the  State  of 
New  York. 

From  Allentown,  Lehigh  county,  through 
Heidelburg  township,  to  Mauchchunk,  in  North- 
anipton  county. 

In  New  Jersey. — From  Flagtown  to  Somerville. 

From  Trenton,  by  Allentown  and  Crosswick, 
to  Bordentown. 


In  Virgi/nia. — From  Fredericksburg,  bf  Dasxr 
burg.  Orange  Springs,  and  River  Bank,  to  Om^ 
Courthouse. 

That  the  route  from  Lorn  hardy  Grove,  in  Men 
lenburg  county,  do  pass  by  Hakinton  and  La::: 
ley's  old  store,  to  St.  Tammany,  in  saidcoasty' 

That  the  route  from  Richmond  to  Kiog  is: 
dueen  Courthouse,  do  pass  through  Walten« 
and  Stevens  ville. 

From  Giles'  Courthouse,  by  Charles  Dinp 
Samuel  Park's,  and  Shoemate's,  the  Falls  of  Gey. 
andotte,  to  Barbersville,  in  Cabell  coanty. 

From  Boon's,  in  Montgomery,  to  Gnrjc 
Courthouse. 

From  Hull's  Store,  in  Pendleton,  to  tk  Coc^ 
house  of  Pocahontas. 

From  New  London,  to  CalJand's  store,  ib  P:'. 
sylvania,  to  pass  through  Leesvilie,  io  Campb^ 
county. 

From  Richmond,  along  the  road  calki/ 
Pradt's,  bv  Powhatan  Courthoase,  to  Fan&5r  t 
instead  or  the  route  now  established. 

From  Richmond,  by  Chesterfield  Coimbo&^f 
Mechanics'  Inn,  Colesville,  Wilkinson  ville,  Grs:: 
Bridge,  Tunstii ville,  Cassell's  store,  AmdiaCx" 
house,  Paine  ville,  and  Jamestown,  to  Fannri* 
instead  of  the  route  now  established. 

In  North  Cardvna From  Baltimore,  Mirrli:: 

by  water,  to  Norfolk,  in  Virginia ;  from  limcir 
passing  through  Murfreesboroogh,  Hali&i.  d 
direct  to  Tarborough ;  and  from  thence,  thr3K: 
Stantonsburgh  and  Waynesboroogh,  to  FlH^^ 
ville.  in  North  Carolina. 

Tnat  the  route  from  FayetteviUe  to  Ws^y 
rough,  be  so  altered  as  to  pass  from  Rocbngiic 
by  Snudsborough,  to  Wadesborough,  and  m^- 
by  Beard's  store,  Allentown,  Steel's  milki^b 
Morris's  store,  to  Fayettevile. 

From  Salisbury  to  Lincolnton  and  Wv^iSi- 
rough,  now  estabhshed,  do  return  to  Salislx^  ^ 
Sherreli's  Ford,  Lincoln  county,  and  Mrs.  S»« 
art's,  in  Iredell  county. 

In  South  CaroUna^-^Ftom  Cheraw  to  Cobtr:' 
store,  in  North  Carolina. 

From  Spartansburg  Courthouse  to  York,  bf  Hi: 
cock  ville,  Gandy's  store,  Hopewell,  and  Tkoc}^ 
son's  tan-yard. 

In  Georgia. — From  Monticdlo  to  Coriogt:: 
Newton  county,  then  to  Henry  Courthoose,  u£ 
to  Monroe  Courthouse,  and  thence  to  Mooticeli? 

In  Tennessee, — From  Columbia,  bv  Warnea'' 
rough,  in  Wayne  county,  HardinsviIle,inHarda 
county,  Perry  Courthouse,  in  Perry  coonty,  La* 
ington,  in  Henderson  county,  Carroll  CoorthoyK 
in  Carroll  county,  and  the  town  of  Jackson.  £ 
Madison  county,  to  Memphis,  in  Shelby  coaoti 

From  Athens,  formerly  Mount  Pleasant,  in  ^' 
county  of  McMin,  by  the  way  of  Colombos.; 
the  Spring  Place,  on  the  Georgia  road,  ifl  '^' 
Cherokee  nation. 

Ifl  Kentucky From  Flemingsburg  to  Ovutl^ 

ville,  to  ffo  alternately  by  its  present  rooteaoii!^ 
Poplar  Plains,  Alexander's  mills,  on  Licking- ti»' 
thence  to  Owingsville,  instead  of  the  rouu  ^ 
Anderson's  mills,  on  said  river. 

From  Burksville  to  Knoxville,  in  Tenoessf^ 
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'rom  Prestoosburgh,  in  Floyd  county,  to  the 
irthouse  in  Pike  county, 
'rom  Perry  Courthouse  to  Mount  Pleasant,  in 
Ian  county. 

'rom  Bowling  Green  to  Louisville,  bv  Wood- 
riile,  Monfordsville,  Elizabeth,  and  tne  mouth 
Salt  river;  and  that  the  present  route  from 
lisville  to  Woodsonville  he  discontinued^  as 
1  as  the  route  now  established  is  carried  into 
ration. 

rem  Hopkinsville  to  £ddyville,  to  so  and  re- 
ibv  Cadiz  instead  of  by  the  Rocky  Kidffe. 
)  Ohio. — That  the  route  heretofore  estamiahed 
1  Dayton  direct  to  Troy,  shall  be  so  changed 
:o  go  bv  Union,  in  Montgomery  county,  and 
ton,  in  Miami  county,  and  then  to  Troy, 
'hat  the  route  from  Williamsburg,  the  seat  of 
ice  of  Clermont  county,  to  Lebanon,  in  War- 
county,  shall  be  so  altered  as  to  pass  throuffh 
towns  of  Goshen,  Hopkinsville,  and  Deerfield. 
rom  Lancaster,  through  Circleville,  in  Picka- 
r  county,  Washington,  in  Favette  county, 
Imington,  in  Clinton  county,  and  Lebanon,  in 
rren  county,  to  Cincinnati, 
rom  Lebanon,  in  Warren  county,  to  Hamilton, 
Sutler  county,  be  continued, 
rom  Indianopolis,  in  Indiana,  to  Anderson's 
ro,  by  way  of  William  Conner's,  once  in  two 
ks. 

dUinois From  Green  Courthouse,  by  George 

IwelPs  in  Morgan  county,  to  Springfield,  in 
gamo  county;  and  from  Palestine  to  the  seat 
ustice,  in  Clark  county,  to  the  seat  of  justice 
^dgar  county ;  and  from  the  seat  of  justice  in 
gamo,  to  Stephen  StUman's,  in  Fancy  Grove, 
rom  Shawneetown  to  Hamilton  Courthouse, 
rom  Harrisonville,  by  Converse's  mill,  Co- 
bia,  and  Cahokia,  to  St.  Louis,  in  lieu  of  the 
eot  route  from  Harrisonville  to  St.  Louis, 
cb  is  hereby  discontinued, 
rom  CarrohoD,  by  the  mouth  of  Apple  creek, 
s's  settlement  in  Pike  county,  in  Illinois,  to 
isianaville,  in  Missouri,  and  from  Coles'  Grove, 
ike  county,  to  Carrolton ;  and  the  route  from 
n  to  Louisianaville  is  hereby  discontinued. 
AlabajM. — From  Claiborne,  by  the  Tensaw, 
•lakely. 

rom  Tuscaloosa  to  Columbus,  by  Pickens 
rtbouse,  in  lieu  of  the  present  route,  which 
sreby  discontinued. 

rom  Greensborough,  by  Erie,  through  what  is 
fd  the  Forks  of  the  Tombigbee  and  Black 
rrior  rivers,  by  the  Garden  Spot,  to  the  Court- 
e  of  Pickens  county, 
rom  Cababa  to  Greensborough. 
rom  St.  Stephen's  by  the  way  of  Fort  Stod- 

,  to  Mobile. 

rom  Fort  Dale,  by  Emmett's  store,  in  Butler 

ity,  to  Cahaba. 

rom  Hartford,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  by  Early 
rthouse,  Attawa's  store,  in  Henry  counUr,  Ala- 
a,  Pike  and  Covington  Courthouses,  to  Sparta, 
that  the  route  heretofore  established,  from  Fort 
rkias,  by  Fort  Gaines,  to  Conicu  Courthouse, 
iscontinued. 
Missouri. — From  St.  Louis,  to  Boonville,  by 


Winchester,  Ninian  Hamilton's  in  the  western 
part  of  St.  Louis  county;  Newport,  the  seat  o£ 
justice  for  Franklin  county,  Gasconade,  the  seat 
of  justice  of  Gasconade  county,  the  city  of  Jeffer- 
son, the  seat  of  government  of  the  State ;  and 
Marion,  the  seat  of  justice  for  Cole  county. 

In  Michigan  Territory, — From  Detroit,  by  Pon- 
tiac,  to  the  military  post  at  Saganaw. 

In  ths  Fhridas — From  Pensacola,  Picolata  on 
the  river  St.  John's  to  St.  Augustine,  the  most 
convenient  and  practicable  route,  in  the  discretion 
of  the  Postmaster  General. 

Sec  3,  And  be  it fwiher  enacted,  That  all  waters 
on  which  steamboats  regularly  pass  from  port  to 
port,  shall  be  considered  and  established  as  post 
roads,  subject  to  the  provisions  contained  in  the 
several  acts  regulating  the  Post  Office  Establish- 
ment. 

Approved,  March  3, 1823. 


An  Act  to  continue  in  force  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act 
to  provide  for  reports  of  the  decisions  of  the  8«> 
preme  Court,"  passed  the  third  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  Reporter  who  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  be  appointed  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  to  report  its  decisions, 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  from  the  Treasury  oi 
the  United  States,  as  an  annual  compensation  for 
his  services,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars :  Pro* 
videdy  'nevertheless,  The  said  compensation  shall 
not  be  paid  unless  the  said  Reporter  shall  print 
and  publish,  or  cause  to  be  printed  and  published, 
the  decisions  of  said  Court,  made  during  the  time 
he  shall  act  as  such  Reporter,  within  nine  months 
after  such  decisions  shall  be  made ;  and  shall  de- 
liver eighty  copies  of  the  decisions,  so  printed  and 
published,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  without  anv 
expense  to  the  United  States;  which  copies  shall 
be  distributed  as  follows,  to  wit:  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  the  Judges  of  the  District  Courts,  the  At- 
torney Greneralof  the  United  States,  the  Secreta- 
ries of  State,  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy,  the  Comp- 
trollers of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Judges  of  the 
several  Territories  of  the  United  States,  one  copy 
each ;  five  copies  for  the  use  of  each  House  of 
Congress ;  and  the  residue  of  the  copies  shall  be 
deposited  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enactA,  That  in  case  of 
the  death,  resignation,  or  dismission  from  office, 
of  either  of  the  officers  before  mentioned,  the  said 
copies  of  the  decisions,  delivered  to  them  as  afore- 
said, shall  belong  to^  and  be  delivered  over  to, 
their  successors  in  said  offices. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act 
shall  be,  and  continue,  in  force  for  three  years, 
and  no  longer. 

Approved,  March  3,  1823. 

An  Act  to  cany  into  effect  the  ninth  article  of  the 
treaty  concluded  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  the  twenty-second  day  of  February,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  nineteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  Judges  of  the  Supe- 


1395 


APPENDIX. 


1390 


Public  Acts  of  Congress. 


rior  Courts  esubluhed  at  8t.  Au^stioe  and  Pen- 
sacola,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  respectively, 
shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  receive  and  adjust  all  claims,  arising 
within  their  respective-jurisdictions,  of  the  in- 
habitants of  said  Territory,  or  their  representatives, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  ninth  article  of 
the  treaty  with  Spain,  by  which  the  said  territory 
was  ceded  to  the  United  States. 

Sfic.  2.  And  he  U  fwiher  enaded,  T^^h  ^°  ^^^ 
cases  in  which  said  Jud^  shall  decide  m  favor 
of  the  claimants,  the  decisions,  with  the  evidence 
on  which  they  are  founded,  shall  be,  hy  the  said 
Judges,  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
who,  on  beinc^  satisfied  that  the  same  is  just  and 
equitable,  within  the  provisions  of  the  said  treaty, 
shall  pay  the  amount  thereof  to  the  person  or  per- 
sons in  whose  favor  the  same  is  adjudged,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

Approved,  March  3,  1823. 


An  Act  to  amend  the  Ordinance  and  Acts  of  Congress 
for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  all  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  having  the  qualifications  prescribed  by  the 
act.  entitled  ^^An  act  authorizing  the  election  of  a 
Delegate  from  the  Michigan  Territory  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  extending  the 
right  of  suffrage  to  the  citizens  of  said  Territory," 
approved  February  the  sixteenth,  eighteen  hundred 
and  nineteen,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  any  pub- 
lic election  in  the  said  Territory,  and  shall  be  eligi- 
ble to  any  office  therein. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  U  further  enacted^  That  the  same 

Eowers  which  were  granted  to  the  Grovernor, 
legislative  Council,  and  House  of  Representatives, 
of  the  Northwestern  Territory,  by  the  ordinance  of 
Congress,  passed  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  July, 
seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  and  which 
powers  are  transferred  to  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan, by  the  act,  entitled  '^An  act  to  divide  the 
Indiana  Territory  into  two  separate  governments," 
approved  January  the  eleventh,  eighteen  hundred 
and  five,  are  hereby  conferred  upon,  and  shall  be 
exercised  by,  the  Governor  and  a  Legislative 
Council ;  which  council  shall  consist  of  nine  per- 
sons, any  five  of  whom  shall  be  a  quorum,  and 
who  shall  serve  for  the  term  of  two  years,  and  be 
appointed  as  follows,  to  wit :  At  the  next  election 
of  the  Delegate  to  Confess  from  the  said  Territory, 
after  the  passing  of  this  act.  the  qualified  electors 
shall  choose,  by  ballot,  eignteen  persons,  having 
the  qualifications  of  electors ;  and  such  election 
shall  be  conducted,  certified,  and  the  result  declared, 
agreeably  to  the  territorial  law,  prescribing  the 
mode  of  electing  such  Delegate.  But  the  time 
and  manner  of  electing  the  members  of  the  Le- 
gislative Council  shall,  after  the  first  election,  be 
prescribed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  said  Territory; 
and  the  names  of  the  eighteen  persons,  having  tne 
greatest  number  of  votes,  shall  be  transmitted  by 
the  Qovemor  of  said  Territory,  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  who  shall  nominate,  and  by 


and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sens^, 
appoint,  therefrom,  the  said  Legislative  Council ; 
and  vacancies  occurring  in  the  said  coupcil  shall 
be  filled  in  the  same  manner,  from  the  list  trans- 
mitted as  aforesaid :  And  the  President  shall  hare 
power,  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  make  the  sp» 
pointments  authorized  by  this  act ;  bat  all  appoint- 
ments, so  made,  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Senate 
at  their  next  session,  for  confirmation.  The  first 
Legislative  Council  shall  be  assembled  atsoeh 
time  and  place  as  the  Gk)vemor  shall,  by  procla- 
mation, designate.  No  session,  in  any  one  year, 
shall  exceed  the  term  of  sixty  days,  nor  shall  asj 
act  passed  by  the  Governor  and  the  Legislative 
Council  be  valid,  after  the  same  shall  have  bees 
disapproved  by  Coneress.  The  members  of  the 
Legislative  Council  shall  receive  two  dollars  each, 
per  day,  during  their  attendance  at  the  sessions 
thereof,  and  two  dollars  for  every  tweotv  miles  in 
going  to,  and  returning  therefrom,  in  foil  compen- 
sation for  their  services,  and  which  shall  be  paid 
by  the  United  States:  Prowdsd,  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  affect  the 
right  of  the  citizens  of  said  Territory  to  elect  a 
Ddc^te  to  Congress ;  and  the  duties  required  of 
the  Governor  and  judges  by  the  act  referred  to  in 
the  first  section  of  this  act,  shall  be  |>erformed  by 
the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  powen 
and  duties  of  the  judges  of  said  Territory  shall  be 
regulated  by  such  laws  as  are,  or  may  b^  in  font 
therein ;  and  the  said  judges  shall  possess  a  chan- 
cery, as  well  as  common  law,  jurisdietion.  The 
tenure  of  office  of  the  said  judges  shall  be  limited 
to  four  years ;  and  on  the  first  day  of  Febreary; 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tweoty-foor,  and 
every  four  years  thereafter,  the  office  of  each  of 
the  said  judges  shall  become  vacant :  Providei, 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  deprive  the  judges  of  the  Territory 
of  the  jurisdiction  conferred  upon  them  by  the 
laws  of  the  United  States. 

Sfic.  4.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  Le- 
gislature shall  have  power  to  submit,  at  any  time, 
to  the  people  of  the  said  Territory,  the  qoestioo. 
whether  a  General  Assembly  shall  be  organized 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  ol  the  ordinance  afore- 
said ;  and,  if  a  majority  of  the  qualified  electors 
shall  be  in  favor  of  such  o^mnizatioOy  thea  the 
powers  vested  by  this  actio  the  Legiaiative Coun- 
cil shall  cease  and  determine,  and  a  General  As- 
sembly shall  be  or^nized,  in  conformity  with  the 
said  ordinance,  subject  to  the  following  provision : 
The  Governor  of  the  said  Territory  shall  divide 
the  same  into  five  districts,  and  the  qualified  voters 
in  each  district  shall  elect  one  member  of  the  Le- 
gislative Council,  which  shall  possess  the  saaK 
powers  heretofore  granted  to  the  Legislative  Consr 
cil  of  the  Northwestern  Territory ;  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  council  shall  hold  their  offices  fm? 
years ;  and  until  there  shall  be  five  thousand  (nr 
white  male  inhabitants,  of  twenty-one  years  astf 
upwards,  in  said  Territory,  the  whole  number  tf 
Representatives  to  the  General  Assembly  s^^ 
not  be  less  than  seven,  nor  more  than  nine,  a  be 
apportioned  by  the  Governor  to  the  several  coos- 
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es  io  the  said  Territory,  agreeably  to  the  number 
f  free  white  maJes  abo7e  the  age  of  twenty-one 
ears,  which  they  may  contain  ;  but  after  the  or- 
anization  of  the  Qeneral  Assembly,  the  apportion- 
lent  of  the  representation  shall  be  made  oy  such 
ssefflbly :  Provided,  That  there  shall  not  be  more 
ban  twelve,  nor  less  than  seven,  of  the  whole 
amber  of  Representatives,  until  there  shall  be 
ix  thousand  free  white  male  inhabitants,  above 
be  age  of  twenty-one  years ;  after  which,  the 
lomber  of  Representatives  shall  be  regulated 
greeably  to  the  ordinance  aforesaid. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  Ufuaiher  eiuxcUdy  That  the  Grov- 
mor  of  the  said  Territory  shall  have  power  to 
;rant  pardons  for  offences  against  the  laws  of  the 
aid  Territory,  and  reprieves  for  those  a^inst  the 
Jnited  States,  until  the  decision  of  the  President 
hereon  shall  be  made  known. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacUd^  That  so  much 
)f  the  ordinance  aforesaid,  and  laws  of  the  United 
States,  as  are  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of 
his  act,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  as  respects 
he  Territory  of  Michigan,  repealed. 

Sec.  7.  AndheU^fiu^ierenacUd,  That,  from  and 
ifter  the  first  day  of  June  next,  there  shall  be  but 
ne  clerk  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  who  shall  perform  all  the  duties  of 
'lerk  of  said  court,  whether  sitting  as  a  circuit 
ind  district  court,  or  as  judges  of  the  territorial 

!OUTt. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  endded,  That  the  ac- 
:oQntinff  officers  of  the  Treasury  shall  settle  and 
tdjust  the  accounts  of  John  J.  Deming,  making 
^im  a  reasonable  allowance  for  his  services  as 
^rk  of  said  district  and  circuit  court,  up  to  the 
int  day  of  June  next,  and  that  the  same  be  paid 
)ut  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved,  March  3,  1823. 


^D  Act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  •'An  act  for  the 
prompt  tettlement  of  public  accoants,"  and  for  the 
puniihmcnt  of  the  crime  of  perjury. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^e..  That,  in  the  settlement  of  ac- 
counts of  persons  remaining  charged  on  the  books 
)ithe  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  with  public 
noneys,  advanced  prior  to  the  first  day  of  July, 
)Qe  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  the  proper 
iccounting  officers  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  au- 
^iorized  to  admit,  to  the  credit  of  such  persons, 
^pectively,  the  amount  of  an  jr  expenditures  made 
^y  them  which  were,  at  the  time,  authorized  by 
^w  or  regulations,  notwithstanding  regular  vouch- 
'fs  for  the  same  may  not  be  produced,  if  the  im- 
i^cticability  of  producing  such  vouchers  shall  be 
^^ed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said  accounting 
'"leers;  and  if  the  evidence  exhibited,  in  lieu 
•hereof,  shall  be  the  best  the  nature  of  the  several 
•*5es  will  admit  of,  and  such  as  will  be  received 
;J  courts  of  justice:  Protfided,  neverthetese.  That 
^«  credits  to  be  allowed  shall  in  no  case  exceed, 
^amount,  the  sums  with  which  such  persons,  re- 
n^»yely,  shall  be  charged  on  the  books  of  the 
^i  Third  Auditor. 

°*^c.  2.  And  heUfwrther  enacted,  That  whenever, 


in  th€  settlement  of  the  accounts  beforementioned, 
a  difference  of  opinion  shall  arise  between  the  ac- 
counting officers,  as  to  the  extent  of  the  credits  to 
be  allowea  under  or  by  virtue  of  this  act.  such 
case  shall  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  ot  War, 
whose  decision  shall  be  conclusive.  And  it  is 
hereby  made  the  dutjr  of  the  said  Secretary  to 
cause  to  be  communicated  to  Congress,  at  the 
commencement  of  each  session,  a  statement  com- 
prising the  names  of  the  persons  whose  accounts 
shall  have  been  settled  the  preceding  year,  agree- 
ably to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  together  with 
the  amount  which  shall  have  been  passed  to  the 
credit  of  each,  under  the  several  heads  of  expendi- 
ture, and  upon  evidence  other  than  such  as  had 
been  prescribed  by  the  laws  and  regulations  exist- 
ing before  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  shall  swear  or  affirm  falsely,  touching  the 
ex|>enditure  of  public  money,  or  in  support  of  anv 
claim  against  the  United  States,  he  or  she  shalL 
upon  conviction  thereof,  suffer  as  for  wilful  and 
corrupt  perjury. 

Approved,  March  1, 1823. 


An  Act  for  the  panishmeDt  of  frauds  committed  on 
the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That,  if  any  person  or  persons 
shall  falsely  maxe,  alter,  forge,  or  counterfeit ;  or 
cause  or  procure  to  be  falsely  made,  altered,  forged, 
or  counterfeited ;  or  willingly  aid  or  assist  in  the 
false  making,  altering,  forging,  or  counterfeiting, 
any  deed,  power  of  attorney,  order,  certificate,  re- 
ceipt, or  other  writing^,  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing or  receiving,  or  of  enabling  any  other  person 
or  persons,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  to  obtain 
or  receive,  from  the  United  States,  or  any  of  their 
officers  or  agents,  any  sum  or  sums  of  money ;  or 
shall  utter,  or  publish  as  true,  or  cause  to  be  ut- 
tered or  published  as  true,  any  such  false,  forged, 
altered,  or  counterfeited  deed,  power  of  attorney, 
order,  certificate,  receipt,  or  other  writing,  as 
aforesaid,  with  intent  to  defraud  the  United  States, 
knowing  the  same  to  be  false,  altered,  forged,  or 
counterfeited ;  or  shall  transmit  to,  or  present  at, 
or  cause  or  procure  to  be  transmitted  to,  or  pre- 
sented at,  any  office  or  officer  of  the  Government 
of  the  Unitea  States,  any  deed,  power  of  attorney, 
order,  certificate,  receipt,  or  other  writing,  in  sup- 
port of,  or  in  relation  to,  anjr  account  or  claim, 
with  intent  to  defraud  the  United  States,  knowing 
the  same  to  be  false,  altered,  forced,  or  counter- 
feited, every  such  person  shall  be  deemed  and 
adjudged  guilty  of  felony ;  and  being  thereof  duly 
convicted,  shall  be  sentenced  to  be  imjprisoneo, 
and  kept  at  hard  labor,  for  a  period  not  less  than 
one  year,  nor  more  than  ten  years ;  or  shall  be  im- 
prisoned, not  exceeding  five  years,  and  fined  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  or  persons  shall  knowingly  have  in  his, 
her,  or  their  possession,  any  false,  altered,  forged, 
or  counterfeited  deed,  power  of  attorney,  order, 
certificate,  receipt,  or  other  writing,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  any  person  or  persons,  either  di- 
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rior  Courts  esublished  at  8t.  Aagustine  and  Pen- 
sacola,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  respectively, 
shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  receive  and  adjust  all  claims,  arising 
within  their  respective --jurisdictions,  of  the  in- 
habitants of  said  Territory,  or  their  representatives, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  ninth  article  of 
the  treaty  with  Spain,  by  which  the  said  territory 
was  ceded  to  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  Aad  ht  U  fwriher  aiaeted,  That,  in  all 
cases  in  which  said  Jud^  shall  decide  in  favor 
of  the  claimants,  the  decisions,  with  the  evidence 
on  which  they  are  founded,  shall  be,  by  the  said 
Judges,  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
who,  on  beinfir  satisfied  that  the  same  is  just  and 
equitable,  within  the  provisions  of  the  said  treaty, 
shall  pay  the  amount  thereof  to  the  person  or  per- 
sons in  whose  favor  the  same  is  adjudged,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

Approved,  March  3, 1823. 


An  Act  to  amend  the  Ordinance  and  Acts  of  Congress 
for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  41  enactedj  ^c,  That  all  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  having  the  qualifications  prescribed  by  the 
act.  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  election  of  a 
Delegate  from  the  Michigan  Territory  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  extending  the 
right  of  suffrage  to  the  citizens  of  said  Territory ,'' 
approved  February  the  sixteenth,  eighteen  hundred 
and  nineteen,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  any  pub- 
lic election  in  the  said  Territory,  and  shall  be  eligi- 
ble to  any  office  therein. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  U  further  enacted^  That  the  same 

Eowers  which  were  granted  to  the  Grovernor, 
legislative  Council,  and  House  of  Representatives, 
of  the  Northwestern  Territory,  by  the  ordinance  oi 
Congress,  passed  on  the  thirteeath  day  of  July, 
seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  and  which 
powers  are  transferred  to  ue  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan, by  the  act,  entitled  **An  act  to  divide  the 
Indiana  Territory  into  two  separate  governments," 
approved  January  the  eleventh,  eighteen  hundred 
and  five,  are  hereby  conferred  upon,  and  shall  be 
exercised  by,  the  Governor  and  a  Legislative 
Council ;  which  council  shall  consist  of  nine  per- 
sons, any  ^vt  of  whom  shall  be  a  quorum,  and 
who  shall  serve  for  the  term  of  two  years,  and  be 
appointed  as  follows,  to  wit :  At  the  next  election 
of  the  Delegate  to  Confess  from  the  said  Territory, 
after  the  passing  of  this  act.  the  qualified  electors 
shall  choose,  by  ballot,  eignteen  persons,  having 
the  qualifications  of  electors ;  and  such  election 
shall  be  conducted,  certified,  and  the  result  declared, 
agreeably  to  the  territorial  law,  prescribing  the 
mode  of  electing  such  Delegate.  But  the  time 
and  manner  of  electing  the  members  of  the  Le- 
gislative Council  shall,  after  the  first  election,  be 
prescribed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  said  Territory ; 
and  the  names  of  the  eighteen  persons,  having  tne 
greatest  number  of  votes,  shall  be  transmitted  by 
the  Governor  of  said  Territory,  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  who  shall  nominate,  and  by 


and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  ibe  Sw 
appoint,  therefrom,  the  said  Legislatife  Cooi:. 
and  vacancies  occurring  in  the  said  coudcu  )Gl 
be  filled  in  the  same  manner,  from  tke  list  [n> 
mitted  as  aforesaid :  And  the  President  sbli  )a-» 
power,  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  make  tlif  i^ 
pointments  authorized  by  this  act ;  batall  a9po2> 
ments,  so  made,  shall  be  submitted  to  ibeoeBtt 
at  their  next  session,  for  confirmatton.  Thfis 
Legislative  Council  shall  be  assembled  ii ;» 
time  and  place  as  the  Governor  shall,  by  pxu 
mation,  designate.  No  session,  in  anyoaerfi 
shall  exceed  the  term  of  sixty  days,  Bor  skalli: 
act  passed  by  the  Governor  and  the  Lefiiiiiit 
Council  be  valid,  after  the  same  shiU  bare  ba 
disapproved  by  Coneress.  The  members  (f» 
Legislative  Council  uiall  receive  two  dollars  oa 
per  day,  during  their  attendance  at  tbe  saut 
thereof,  and  two  dollars  for  every  tweDtrc>«: 
going  to,  and  returning  therefrom,  in  falloaifn- 
sation  for  their  services,  and  which  sbaUvi^ 
by  the  United  States :  Provided,  Thai  s/:^ 
herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  ihf^^  ^ 
right  of  the  citizens  of  said  Territorj  lo  ekr ' 
Delc^te  to  Congress;  and  the  dntiffitqiBf^-^ 
the  Governor  and  judges  by  the  act  referrec::! 
the  first  section  of  this  act,  shall  be  peifonsai  r 
the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council 

Sec.  3.  AndheU farther enaeUd^  Tbatibefii? 
and  duties  of  the  judges  of  said  Territory  s^!^ 
regulated  by  such  laws  as  are,  or  inaybe,t&£r 
therein;  and  the  said  judges  shall  poee<<<^ 
eery,  as  well  as  common  law,  jurisdictioit  ^^ 
tenure  of  office  of  the  said  judges  shali  beli£^ 
to  four  years ;  and  on  the  first  day  o(  Febftft 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tweoty-foaLBi 
every  four  years  thereafter,  the  office  of  eifs*. 
the  said  judges  shall  become  vacant:  h^ 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  sball  ^^> 
construed  as  to  deprive  the  judges  of  the  Tor*.^ 
of  the  jurisdiction  conferred  upon  them  t?  '^^ 
laws  of  the  United  States. 

Ssc.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  ^-^ 
gislature  shall  have  power  to  submit,  ata£T^ 
to  the  people  of  the  said  Territory,  the  qff^ 
whether  a  General  Assembly  shall  be  ot^i^f^ 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  ol  the  ordioaace is*; 
said  ;  and,  if  a  majority  of  the  qualified  ekcsa 
shall  be  in  favor  of  such  organiadoa,  tb^  * 
powers  vested  by  this  actio  the  LegislatirH;:^ 
cil  shall  cease  and  determine,  and  aGeoffs^^ 
sembly  shall  be  organized,  in  conformitf  w:i> 
said  ordinance,  subject  to  the  following  pron^ 
The  Governor  of  the  said  Territory  shall  m 
the  same  into  five  dbtricts,  and  theqoaliiieiii^^ 
in  each  district  shall  elect  one  member  of  tbeir 
gislative  Council,  which  shall  po«c«  }^^  r 
powers  heretofore  granted  to  the  Legislative  is* 
cil  of  the  Northwestern  Territory;  and  thee* 
hers  of  the  council  shall  hold  their  officfs  |^ 
years ;  and  until  there  shall  be  five  thoosaBJ  J 
white  male  inhabitants,  of  twenty-one  )f^j 
upwards,  in  said  Territory,  the  whole  m^' 
Representatives  to  the  General  Assembir^ 
not  be  less  than  seven,  nor  more  than  oise  • 
apportioned  by  the  Governor  to  the  serm:''^-' 
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0  tbe  said  Territory,  agreeably  to  the  namber 
>e  white  maJes  above  the  age  of  twenty-one 
$,  which  they  may  contain  ;  but  after  the  or- 
zation  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  apportion- 
t  of  the  representation  shall  be  made  oy  such 
ably :  Promded^  That  there  shall  not  be  more 

twelve,  nor  less  than  seven,  of  the  whole 
ber  of  Representatives,  until  there  shall  be 
bousand  free  white  male  inhabitants,  above 
age  of  twenty*one  years;  after  which,  the 
ber  of  Representatives  shall  be  regulated 
eably  to  the  ordinance  aforesaid. 
Bc.  5.  And  be  Ufu/rther  enacted^  That  the  Grov- 
r  of  the  said  Territory  shall  have  power  to 
it  pardons  for  offences  against  the  laws  of  the 
Territory,  and  reprieves  for  those  a^inst  the 
ted  States,  until  tne  decision  of  the  President 
eoQ  shall  oe  made  known. 
EC.  6.  And  be  it  fiirther  enacted.  That  so  much 
16  ordinance  aforesaid,  and  laws  of  the  United 
;es,  as  are  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of 
act,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  as  respects 
Territory  of  Michigan,  repealed. 
BC.  7.  And  be  U^finmier  enacted,  That,  from  and 
r  the  first  day  of  June  next,  there  shall  be  but 
clerk  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  Territory  of 
ihigan,  who  shall  perform  all  the  duties  of 
k  of  said  court,  whether  sitting  as  a  circuit 

district  court,  or  as  judges  of  the  territorial 
rt. 

tEc.  8.  And  be  it  further  endcted,  That  the  ac- 
ntiog  officers  of  the  Treasury  shall  settle  and 
use  the  accounts  of  John  J.  Deming,  making 

1  a  reasonable  allowance  for  his  services  as 
k  of  said  district  and  circuit  court,  up  to  the 

day  of  June  next,  and  that  the  same  be  paid 

of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 

ropriated. 

ipproved,  March  3,  1823. 


Act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the 
rompt  settlement  of  public  accoants,"  and  for  the 
Qnisbment  of  the  crime  of  peijory. 

^e  t^  enacted,  ^c,  That,  in  the  settlement ' of  ac- 
Qts  of  persons  remaining  charged  on  the  books 
be  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  with  public 
3eys,  advanced  prior  to  the  first  day  of  July, 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  the  proper 
ouQting  officers  be,  and  they  are  nereby,  au- 
:ized  to  admit,  to  the  credit  of  such  persons, 
actively,  the  amount  of  anjr  expenditures  made 
tbem  which  were,  at  the  time,  authorized  by 

or  regulations,  notwithstanding  r^lar  vouch- 
for  the  same  may  not  be  produced,  if  the  im- 
cticabiiity  of  producing  such  vouchers  shall  be 
red  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said  accounting 
eers;  and  if  the  evidence  exhibited,  in  lieu 
^f,  shall  be  the  best  the  nature  of  the  several 
^  ^ill  admit  of,  and  such  as  will  be  received 
worts  of  justice:  Provided,  neverthdese.  That 

credits  to  be  allowed  shall  in  no  case  exceed, 

nount,  the  sums  with  which  such  persons,  re- 

^▼ely,  shall  be  charged  on  the  books  of  the 

Tbird  Auditor. 

te.  2.  And  beitJUrther  enacted,  That  whenever, 


in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  beforementioned, 
a  difference  of  opinion  shall  arise  between  the  ac- 
counting officers,  as  to  the  extent  of  the  credits  to 
be  allowed  under  or  by  virtue  of  this  act.  such 
case  shall  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  or  War, 
whose  decision  shall  be  conclusive.  And  it  is 
hereby  made  the  dutjr  of  the  said  Secretary  to 
cause  to  be  communicated  to  Congress,  at  the 
commencement  of  each  session,  a  statement  com- 
prising the  names  of  the  persons  whose  accounts 
shall  nave  been  settled  the  preceding  year,  agree- 
ably to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  together  with 
the  amount  which  shall  have  been  passed  to  the 
credit  of  each,  under  the  several  heads  of  expendi- 
ture, and  upon  evidence  other  than  such  as  had 
been  prescribed  by  the  laws  and  regulations  exist- 
ing before  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  shall  swear  or  affirm  falsely,  touching  the 
ex|>enditure  of  public  money,  or  in  support  of  anv 
claim  against  the  United  States,  he  or  she  shalL 
upon  conviction  thereof,  suffer  as  for  wilful  and 
corrupt  perjury. 

Approved,  March  1, 1823. 


An  Act  for  the  punishment  of  frauds  committed  on 
the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  if  any  person  or  persons 
shall  falsely  maxe,  alter,  forge,  or  counterfeit ;  or 
cause  or  procure  to  be  falsely  made,  altered,  forged, 
or  counterfeited  ;  or  willingly  aid  or  assist  in  the 
false  making,  altering,  forging,  or  counterfeiting, 
anv  deed,  power  of  attorney,  order,  certificate,  re- 
ceipt, or  other  writing,  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing or  receiving,  or  oT  enabling  any  other  person 
or  persons,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  to  obtain 
or  receive,  from  the  United  States,  or  any  of  their 
officers  or  agents,  any  sum  or  sums  of  money ;  or 
shall  utter,  or  publish  as  true,  or  cause  to  be  ut- 
tered or  published  as  true,  any  such  false,  forged, 
altered,  or  counterfeited  deed,  power  of  attorney, 
order,  certificate,  receipt,  or  other  writing,  as 
aforesaid,  with  intent  to  defraud  the  United  States, 
knowing  the  same  to  be  false,  altered,  forged,  or 
counterfeited ;  or  shall  transmit  to,  or  present  at, 
or  cause  or  procure  to  be  transmitted  to,  or  pre- 
sented at,  any  office  or  officer  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  any  deed,  power  of  attorney, 
order,  certificate,  receipt,  or  other  writing,  in  sup- 
port of,  or  in  relation  to,  anjr  account  or  claim, 
with  intent  to  defraud  the  United  States,  knowing 
the  same  io  be  false,  altered,  forced,  or  counter- 
feited, every  such  person  shall  be  deemed  and 


one  year,  nor  more  than  ten  years ;  or  shall  be  im- 
prisoned, not  exceeding  five  years,  and  fined  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.   And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 

Eerson  or  persons  shall  knowingly  have  in  his, 
er,  or  their  possession,  any  false,  altered,  forged, 
or  counterfeited  deed,  power  of  attorney,  order, 
certificate,  receipt,  or  other  writing,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  any  person  or  persons,  either  di- 
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rectly  or  indirectly,  to  obtain  or  receire  from  the 
United  States,  or  any  of  its  officers  or  agents, 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  knowing  the  same  to 
be  false,  altered,  forged,  or  coanterfeited,  as  afore- 
said, with  intent  to  defraud  the  United  States, 
every  such  person,  upon  being  thereof  duly  con- 
victed, shall  be  fined  and  imprisoned  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  court,  according  to  the  nature  and 
aggravation  of  the  offence :  ProvidecL  neverthdesSj 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  deprive  the  courts  of  the  several  States  of  juris- 
diction, under  the  laws  thereof,  over  offences  de- 
clared punishable  by  this  law. 

Approved,  March  3,  1823. 


An  Act  extending  the  time  for  locating  Virginia  Mil- 
itaiy  Land  Warrants  and  returning  surveys  thereon 
to  the  General  Land  Office. 

Be  it  enacUdj  ^.,  That  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Virginia  line,  on  the  continental  establish- 
ment, their  heirs  or  assigns,  entitled  to  bounty 
lands  within  the  country  reserved  bjr  the  State  of 
Virginia,  between  the  Little  Miami  and  Scioto 
rivers,  shall  be  allowed  a  further  time  of  two 
years,  from  the  fourth  day  of  January,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  to  obtain 
warrants,  and  to  complete  their  locations;  and 
the  further  time  of  four  years,  from  the  fourth 
day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-three,  to  return  their  surveys  and  warranto 
or  certified  copies  of  warrants,  to  the  General 
Land  Office,  to  obtain  patents. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enactaij  That  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
patents  to  issue  for  lands  located  and  surveyed, 
Dy  virtue  of  certain  Virginia  resolution-warrants," 
passed  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
nundred  and  seven^  shall  be  revived,  and  in  force, 
with  all  its  restrictions,  except  that  the  respective 
times  allowed  for  making  locations,  and  returning 
surveys  thereon,  shall  be  limited  to  the  terms  pre- 
scribed by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  for  the 
location  and  return  of  the  survevs  on  other  war- 
rants ;  and  that  the  surveys  shall  be  returned  to 
the  General  Land  Office :  Provided,  That  no  loca- 
tions, as  aforesaid,  in  virtue  of  this  or  the  preced- 
ing section  of  this  act,  shall  be  made  on  tracts  of 
lands  for  which  patents  had  previously  been  issued, 
or  which  had  been  previously  surveyed ;  and  any 

Citent,  which  may  nevertheless  be  obtained  for 
nd  located  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  shall  be  considered  null  and  void. 

Sbc.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  no  holder 
of  any  warrant  which  has  been,  or  may  be  located, 
ahall  be  permitted  to  withdraw  or  remove  the 
same,  and  locate  it  on  any  other  land,  except  in 
cases  of  eviction,  in  consequence  of  a  lesal  judg- 
ment first  obtained,  or  unless  it  be  found  to  inter- 
fere with  a  prior  location  and  survey ;  nor  shall  any 
lands  heretofore  sold  by  the  United  States,  within 
the  boundaries  of  said  reservation,  be  subject  to 
location  by  the  holder  of  any  such  unlocat^ 
warrant. 

Apfvoved,  March  1,  Id23. 


A  n  Act  granting  to  the  Stake  of  AUhamt  the  li^^ 
pre-emption  to  certain  qaarter  sectioni  of  lui 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  there  be  granted  lo:^ 
S  tate  of  Alabama,  at  the  minimom  pn«  'z 
which  public  lands  of  the  United  States  iie  kj 
the  ri^ht  of  pre-emption  to  one  qnarter  sectioic 
land,  in  or  near  the  centre  of  the  counties  cf  Mi 
rengo,  Perry,  and  Decatur,  of  the  State  afora^: 
in  trust  for  said  counties,  respectively,  fa;  n 
establishment  of  seats  of  justice  therein :  K^ 
That  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  each  of  a: 
quarter  sections  shall  be  apimpnated  for  the  7^ 
pose  of  erecting  public  buOdings  in  the  coQs:y  iz 
which  it  is  located,  after  deducting  therefrocs 
amount  originally  paid  for  the  same:  Asdr^ 
vided,  further,  That  the  seat  of  justice  fcra:. 
counties,  respectively,  shall  be  fixed  and  casus 
on  the  lands  so  located  and  selected. 

Approved,  March  3.  1823. 


.\n  .\ct  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  drco:  ar. 
in  the  districts  of  Maine  and  Now  Huipifet 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  the  terms  of  ib«  Cw^ 
court  which  are  now  directed  by  law  to  be  kds 
annually  in  the  district  of  Maine,  at  Portlu&r 
the  eighth  day  of  May;  and  at  Wiseasset c: :i 
eighth  day  of  October;  and  in  the  districi  cf N> 
Hampshire,  at  Portsmouth,  on  the  first  darafHir 
and  at  Exeter  on  the  first  day  of  October,  s^  )< 
holden  at  Portland  on  the  first  day  of  Mr  i 
Wiscasset  on  the  first  day  of  Octomr;  i-^^- 
mouth  on  the  eighth  day  of  May ;  and  at  £c£ 
on  the  eighth  day  of  October,  in  said  distnc^ : 
each  year ;  and  when  either  of  said  dap  shai!  P 
Sunday,  the  session  of  said  court  shall  comss? 
on  the  day  next  following:  and  all  caa«&.>^ 
actions,  process,  pleadings,  and  proeeediB|s. : 
every  description,  existing  or  d^wndia^j^^ 
circuit  court,  in  the  districts  aforesaid,  shiui?t> 
tumable  to,  and  proceeded  with,  in  doe  Ltn  ^ 
law,  at  the  times  conformable  to  the  altm^ 
herein  provided  for. 

Approved,  March  3, 1823. 


An  Act  sopptemeBtaij  to  <*An  act  ibr  the  better  «pi 
isation  of  the  courts  of  the  United  Scata  i>itb^ 
Bute  of  New  York." 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,,  That,  from  final  dtcren  ? 
judgments  in  the  district  court  of  the  oortb^c^* 
trict  of  the  State  of  New  York,  there  shall  be « 
appeal  to  the  circuit  court  in  the  sonthein  ii^>^ 
of  said  State,  in  the  same  manner,  and  upoa  > 
same  terms,  as  from  other  courts  to  their  respe 
tive  circuit  courts. 

Approved,  March  3, 1823. 


An  Act  farther  to  prolong  the  cmitiBBaBoe  of  th(  1^ 

at  Philaddphia. 
Be  it  enacted,  fe.,  That  the  act  enuiied  "-k* 
concerning  the  Mint,"  approved  March  tbt  :^ 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one,  is  ^^ 
revived,  and  continued  in  force  and  operat:.:^ 
the  further  term  of  five  years,  from  the  foc:-^' 
of  March  next. 
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See.  2.  And  be  it  further  enadedj  That,  darinff 
continuance  of  the  Mint  at  the  city  of  Philadef 
a^  the  duties  which  were  enjoined  on  the  com- 
isioner  of  loans  for  the  State  of  Pennsylyania, 
the  second  section  of  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act 
teeming  the  Mint,"  passed  on  the  third  day  of 
rch,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one,  shall 
pertormed  by  the  collector  of  the  port  at  Phila- 
pbia,  for  the  time  beinff. 
Jec.  3.  And  be  it  fumer  enacted^  That,  when 
'  silver  brought  to  the  Mint  for  coinage  shall 
uire  refining,  the  expense  of  the  materiab 
d  in  the  process  shall  be  deducted  from  the 
oant  of  the  deposite ;  and  that,  when  silver  so 
losited  shall  be  of  a  quality  superior  to  that  of 
legal  standard  of  the  silver  coins  of  the  United 
ites,  a  deduction  shall  be  made  from  the  amount, 
al  to  the  expense  of  the  copper  necessary  to  re- 
!e  it  (0  the  said  standard,  and  that  all  such  de- 
:(ioDs  be  rep^larly  accounted  for,  by  the  trea- 
ix  of  the  Mmt,  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
ites. 
Approved,  March  3, 1823. 


Act  for  the  better  organization  of  the  district  court 
the  United  States  within  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

U  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  for  the  more  convenient 
]saccion  of  business  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
tes  within  the  State  of  Louisiana,  the  said 
ite  shall  be^  and  the  same  is  hereby,  divided 
)  two  districts,  in  manner  following,  to  wit : 
e  counties  of  Attakapas,  Opelousas,  Rapide, 
tchitoches,  and  Ouachita,  shall  compose  one 
rict,  to  be  called  the  Western  district  of  Lou- 
na;  and  all  the  remaining  part  of  the  said 
te  shall  compose  another  district,  to  be  called 
Eastern  district  of  Louisiana;  and  all  criminal 
ions,  or  civil  suits,  which  have  arisen  in  the 
!stern  district,  together  with  all  process,  writs, 
)gDizances,  and  records,  belonging  thereto, 
libe  transferred  to  the  Western  district;  and 
:e  shall  be,  annually,  only  three  stated  sessions 
he  district  court  fpr  the  Eastern  district,  to  be 
i  at  New  Orleans',  on  the  third  Mondays  of 
rember.  February,  and  May ;  and  there  shall 
aQQually,  one  stated  session  of  the  said  court 
he  Western  district  of  the  State,  to  be  held  at 
ilousas  courthouse,  to  commence  on  the  third 
nday  of  August ;  and  the  district  judge  [of  the 
ted  States,  for  the  Slate  of  Louisiana,  is  here- 
tuthorized  and  required  to  hold  special  sessions 
he  said  court,  in  the  said  Western  district,  for 
trial  of  criminal  or  civil  causes,  whenever  he 
r  deem  it  expedient:  that  all  process,  writs, 
recognizances  of  every  kind,  whether  respect- 
juries,  witnesses,  bail,  or  otherwise,  which  re- 
to  the  cases  to  be  tried  at  the  said  special  ses- 
i  shall  be  considered  as  belonging  to  such 
ions,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  had  been 
ed  or  taken  in  reference  thereto :  that  any  spe- 
session  may  be  adjourned  to  any  time,  or 
PS,  previous  to  the  next  stated  meeting  of  the 
rict  court :  that  all  business  depending  for  trial 
ny  special  court,  shall,  at  the  close  thereof,  be 
sidered  as  of  course  removed  to  the  next  stated 


term  of  the  district  court :  the  said  judee  shall  ap« 
point  ^  clerk  of  the  said  court  in  the  Western  dis- 
trict, who  shall  reside,  and  keep  the  records  of  the 
court,  at  the  place  where  the  sessions  of  the  court 
are  held,  and  shall  receive,  for  tl^e  services  per- 
formed by  him,  the  same  fees  and  compensation 
that  are  allowed  to  the  clerk  of  the  said  court  of 
the  Eastern  district  of  the  State,  and  shall  be  sub- 
ject, in  every  respect,  to '  the  same  responsibilities. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  appoint  one  person 
as  marshal,  and  one  as  district  attorney,  f^r  the 
said  Western  judicial  district  of  the  United  States 
within  the  State  of  Louisiana,  created  by  this  act, 
and  that  the  terms  of  appointment  and  service, 
together  with  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the 
said  marshal  and  district  attorney,  respectively, 
for  the  district  aforesaid,  be,  in  all  respects,  the 
same  within*  their  said  district  as  the  terms  of  ap- 
pointment and  services,  the  duties  and  responsi- 
bilities of  the  marshal  and  district  attorney,  respec- 
tively, of  the  Eastern  district  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  and  said  marshal  shall  receive  such 
fees  and  emoluments  as  are  received  by  the  mar- 
shal of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana, and  said  attorney  an  annual  compensation  of 
two  hundred  dollars,  and  the  same  fees  and  emol- 
uments as  are  allowed  to  the  attorney  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  Eastern  district  of  Louisiana. 

Approved,  March  3,  1823. 


An  Act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  district  court 
of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Vermont. 

Be  it  enacted,  Sc,  That  the  district  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Vermont  shall 
be  hereafter  holden  on  the  sixth  day  of  October, 
and  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  May,  in  each 
year,  instead  of  the  tenth  day  of  October  and 
twenty-seventh  day  of  May,  as  is  now  required 
by  law :  ProMed,  That  if  either  of  the  days  pre- 
scribed by  this  act  for  holding  said  court  shall  be 
a  Sunday,  then  the  said  court  shall  commence  and 
be  holden  on  the  following  day. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  pro- 
ceedings of  a  civil  or  criminal  nature,  now  pend- 
ing in.  or  returnable  to,  said  court,  shall  be  pro- 
ceedea  in  by  the  said  court,  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  no  alteration  of  the  time  for  holding  said 
court  had  taken  place. 

Approved,  March  3,  1823. 


An  Act  extending  the  time  for  issning  and  locating 
military  land  warrants  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Revolutionary  Army. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  time  limited  by  the 
second  section  of  the  act,  approved  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  nineteen,  for  issuing  military  land 
warrants  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary Army,  shall  be  extended  to  the  fourth 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-five ;  and  the  time  for  locating  the  unlo- 
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Delaware,  the  one  at  or  near  the  Brandywine 
Shoal,  aud  the  other  at  or  near  the  shoal  called 
the  Upper  Middle ;  and  also  to  agree  for  the  sala- 
ries, wages,  or  hire,  of  the  persons  to  be  appointed 
by  the  President  oi  the  United  States  for  the  su- 
perintendence of  the  same:  Provided,  That  no 
moneys  shall  be  expended  in  erecting  such  light- 
houses, until  the  jurisdiction  to  such  portions  of 
land  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
select  as  the  sites  of  the  same,  respectively,  shall 
be  ceded  to,  and  the  property  thereof  vested  in,  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  &e  U  further  enacted,  That  there  be 
appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otnerwise  appropriated,  the  foUowinff  sums  of 
money,  to  wit:  Vor  building  the  li^huiouse  on 
Baker's  Island,  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 
for  one  on  Monamoy  Point,  three  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  for  one  on  Goat  Island,  two  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars;  for  an  additional  sum  to  com- 
plete the  light- vessel  authorized  to  be  built  by  an 
act  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  building 
lighthouses  therein  mentioned,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," passed  the  seventh  day  of  May,  one  thou- 
sanp  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  for  the  State 
of  New  York,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  an  addi- 
tional sum  to  complete  the  lighthouse  on  Oldfield 
Point,  in  the  same  State,  one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars ;  for  an  additional  sum  to  complete  a 
tower  for  the  light  on  Fort  Niagara,  in  the  same 
State,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  for 
placing  a  lantern  at  Fort  Delaware,  in  the  River 
Delaware,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars ;  for 
completing  the  lighthouse  on  Cape  May,  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  a  sum  not  exceeding  five 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  for 
placing  a  light-vessel  at  or  near  Cape  Hatteras 
shoals,  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars;  for  building  a  lighthouse  on  Cape  Ro- 
main,  ten  thousand  dollars;  for  erecting  a  beacon 
on  Hadrell's  Point,  one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars;  for  finishing  the  lighthouse  near  St.  Au- 
gustine, in  the  territory  of  East  Florida,  the  sum 
of  five  thousand  dollars ;  for  building  a  lighthouse 
at  or  near  Pensacola,  a  sum  not  exceeding  six 
thousand  dollars;  for  building  a  lighthouse  at 
Fort  Gratiot,  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 
and  for  building  and  placing  two  lifi;ht-vessels  in 
Delaware  Bay,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Sfic.  3.  And  be  UfUHher  enacted,  That  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  cause  such  an  examination  and  sur- 
vey to  be  made  of  the  obstruction  between  the 
harbor  of  Gloucester  and  the  harbor  of  Sqoam,  in 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  as  may  be  requisite  to 
ascertain  the  expediency  of  removing  such  ob- 
struction ;  and  the  President  is  hereby  authorized 
to  cause  such  obstruction  to  be  removed,  by  con- 
tract or  otherwise,  under  the  direction  of  the  col- 
lector of  the  district  of  Gloucester,  if,  from  the  re- 
port of  persons  he  may  appoint  to  examine  and 
survey  the  same,  he  shall  deem  it  expedient ;  and 
a  sum,  not  exceeding  six  thousand  dollars,  is 
hereby  appropriated  for  that  purpose,  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 


Sec.  4.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  by  the  authritf 
aforesaid,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fiftj 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated, 
to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasary  toi 
otherwise  appropriated,  to  enable  the  President  cf 
the  United  States  to  cause  the  entrance  of  tk 
harbor  of  the  port  of  Presque  Isle,  in  Pennsd- 
vania,  to  be  examined  and  surveyed  by  one  of  t&e 
Topographical  Engineers  of  the  United  States. 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  a  probable  esti- 
mate of  the  expense  of  removing  the  obstructioof. 
and  report  on  the  best  manner  of  removing  them. 
and  the  effect  of  such  removal  on  the  channel  in 
future. 

Approved  March  3,  1823. 


An  Act  further  to  extend  the  providoD*  of  the  act 
entitled  '*  An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  eotide^i 
*  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasen  of  tike  pub- 
lic lands  prior  to  the  first  July,  one  thouttad  eight 
hundred  and  twenty."* 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  all  persons  who  ^all 
produce  satisfactory  evidence  to  the  register  and 
receiver  of  the  proper  land  ofiSce,  that  they  ir ert 
actually  entitled  to,  and  would  have  availed  tbeffl- 
selves  of,  the  provisions  of  the  act  eodtled  '*  An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  the  public  land: 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eigLt 
hundred  and  twenty,' "  approved  April  twentieth, 
one  thousand  eisht  hundred  and  twenty-two,  and 
their  failure  to  do  so  was  owing  to  such  caase  or 
circumstance  as  he  could  not  control  or  preTent, 
shall  be  allowed  until  the  thirtieth  day  of  Se^ 
tember  next,  to  avail  themselves  of  all  thepnvi- 
leges,  advantages,  and  provisions,  of  the  said  act, 
in  the  same  manner  they  could  have  done  pricr 
to  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  last. 

Approved,  March  3,  1823. 

An  Act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  fiirther  to 
regulate  the  entry  of  merchandiie  imported  iatt 
the  United  States  from  any  adjacent  territMy.** 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c.  That,  from  and  after  tbe  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  every  master  or  other  person 
having  charge  of  a  vessel,  boat,  canoe,  or  raft,  cr 
the  conductor  or  driver  of  any  carriage,  or  si«gb. 
or  other  person  bringing  merchandise  from  any 
foreign  territory  adjacent  to  the  United  States, 
who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  deliver  a  manifest, 
as  is  required  in  and  by  the  act  entitled  ^  An  act 
further  to  regulate  tbe  entry  of  merchandise  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  from  anr  adjacefit 
territory,"  passed  the  second  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  shall  fee 
subject  to  pay,  instead  of  the  penalty  of  four  han- 
dred  dollars  imposed  by  tbe  first  section  of  said 
act,  four  times  the  value  of  the  merchandise  v 
imported. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  fmrthir  enacted,  That  if  asi 
person  or  persons  shall  receive,  conceal,  or  hoj- 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  kDOwinff  tlies 
to  have  been  illegally  imported  into  the  vn:»i 
States,  and  liable  to  seizure  bv  virtue  of  aBr<(< 
in  relation  to  the  revenue,  stich  person  or  pcnon 
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)EC.  2.  And  he  it  fiaiher  enacted,  That  there 
U  be  a  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  and  a  Re- 
rer  of  Public  Moneys,  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
t  of  the  United  States,  for  the  Land  Office 
eby  created,  to  superintend  the  sales  of  public 
h  within  said  district,  who  shall  give  security 
he  same  manner,  in  the  same  sums^  and  whose 
ipensations,  emoluments,  and  duties,  and  au- 
nty, shall  in  every  respect,  be  the  same,  in  re- 
on  to  the  lands  which  shall  be  disposed  of  at 
ir  office,  as  are,  or  may  be,  by  law  provided  in 
;tion  to  the  Registers  and  Receivers  of  public 
aeys,  in  the  several  offices  established  for  the 
( of  public  lands. 

Iec.  3.  And  he  U  farther  enacted^  That  the  pro- 
ons  of  the  third  and  fifth  sections  of  the  act, 
itled  "An  act  to  designate  the  boundaries  of 
riots,  and  establish  land  offices  for  the  disposal 
ihe  public  lands,  not  heretofore  offered  for  sale, 
be  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  approved  March 
third,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine- 
1,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  made  applica- 
to  the  district  and  office  hereby  created,  so  far 
hey  are  not  changed  by  subsequent  laws  of  the 
ited  States:  Provided,  That  all  such  public 
is,  embraced  within  the  district  created  by  this 
,  which  shall  have  been  offered  for  sale  to  the 
heat  bidder,  at  Detroit,  pursuant  to  any  procla- 
fion  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
ich  lands  remain  unsold  at  the  taking  effect  of 
s  act,  shall  be  subject  to  be  entered  and  sold  at 
rate  sale  by  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
eby  created,  in  the  same  manner,  and  subject 
the  same  terms,  and  upon  like  conditions,  as 
sales  of  said  lands  would  have  been  subjected 
Q  the  land  office  at  Detroit,  had  they  remained 
iched  to  that  office. 

•EC.  4.  And  he  U  farther  enacted.  That  this  act 

II  take  effect,  and  be  in  force,  from  and  after 

first  day  of  May  next  ensuing  the  passage 

approved,  March  3, 1823. 


^ct  making  the  gold  eoins  of  Great  Britain*  Franca, 
»ftQga],  and  8pain»  receivable  in  pivmenta  on  ao- 
|«ot  of  Public  Lands. 

« ^/wud,  fc.,  That,  from  and  after  the  pas- 
i.  of  this  act,  the  following  gold  coins  shall  be 
'ived  in  all  pavments  on  account  of  public 
■^  at  the  several  and  respective  rates  follow^ 
and  not  otherwise  viz :  the  gold  coins  of  Gkeat 
am  and  Portugal,  of  their  present  standard,  at 
wte  of  one  hundred  cents  for  every  twcnty- 
Q  grains,  or  eighty-eight  cents  and  eight-ninths 
P«tinyweight ;  the  gold  coins  of  France,  of 
f  preset  standard,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred 
;  «>r  every  twenty-seven  and  a  half  grains, 
•piy-seven  and  a  quarter  cents  per  penny- 
l^^ ;  and  the  gold  coins  of  Spain,  or  their 
f^^  standard,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cents 
-'cry  twenty-eight  and  a  half  grains,  or  eighty- 
ceois  per  pennyweight. 

^'  i^  AndheU  fwSur  enacted.  That  it  shall 

^  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 

^^'ftya  of  the  foregoing  coins  to  be  made  at 


the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  at  least  once  in 
every  year ;  and  to  make  report  of  the  result  there- 
of to  Congress. 
Approved,  March  3,  1823. 


An  Act  for  clearing,  repairing,  and  improving,  certain 
roads,  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  United  States  mail. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
cause  to  be  cleared,  repaired,  and  improved,  the 
United  States  mail  road  from  Nashville,  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  to  New  Orleans,  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana :  Pnnided,  He  shall  not  expend  more 
than  seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars,  in  clearing,  repairing,  and  improving,  the 
same,  and  that  the  said  sum  shall  be  expended  on 
that  part  of  the  road  which  may  lie  within  terri- 
tory occupied  by  the  Indians,  and  to  which  their 
title  has  not  yet  been  extinguished. 

Approved,  March  3, 1823. 

•     An  Act  respecting  Stamps. 

Be  U  enacted^  ^c,  That,  whenever  any  person 
or  persons  shall  pay  to  the  Secretary  of  tne  Trea- 
sury the  duty  chargeable  by  the  act  entitled  "  An 
act  to  establish  a  general  stamp  office,''  passed  on 
the  twenty- third  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred,  on  any  deed,  instrument, 
or  writing,  on  which  the  said  stamp  duty  chargea- 
ble by  law  shall  not  have  been  paid,  together  with 
the  further  sum  of  ten  dollars,  and  shall  obtain  a 
certificate  thereof  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, such  deed,  instrument,  or  writine,  shall  be^ 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  valid  and  available, 
as  if  the  same  had  been,  or  were^  stamped,  coun- 
terstamped,  or  marked,  as  by  said  law  required ; 
any  thing  in  any  act  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  U  farther  enacted,  That  this  act 
shall  be,  and  continue,  in  force  for  the  term  of 
one  year  from  the  passage  thereof,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  March  3, 1823. 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  building  of  lighthouses,  light* 
vessels,  and  beacons,  therein  mentioned,  and  fiv 
other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted^  fc^  That  the  SecreUry  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  empowered  to  pro- 
vtde,  by  contract,  for  building  lighthouses  nnd 
light-vessels,  erecting  beacons  and  placing  buoys 
OD  the  following  sites  or  shoals,  to  wit :  A  light- 
hbuse  on  Baker's  Island,  near  Mount  Desert,  in 
the  State  of  Maine ;  one  on  Monamoy  Point,  in 
the  State  of  Massachusetts ;  a  lighthouse  on  Goat 
Island,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island;  a  light- 
vessel,  not  to  be  under  two  hundred  and  fifty  tons, 
on  Cape  Hatteras,  in  North  Carolina;  a  light- 
house on  Cape  Romain,  in  the  State  of  South 
Carolina;  a  lighthouse  at  or  near  the  entrance  of 
the  harbor  of  Pensacola,  for  that  part  of  the  terri- 
tory known  as  West  Florida ;  a  lighthouse  near 
Fort  Qratiot,  in  Michigan  Territory;  a  beacon 
on  Hadrell's  Point,  in  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina; two  light-vessels  to  be  placed  in  the  Bay  of 
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An  Act  making  appropriations  for  certain  fortification! 

of  the  United  Statea,  for  the  year  one  thousand 

eight  hundred   and   twenty-three,  and    for   other 

purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  following  sums  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  wit : 

For  fortifications  to  each,  specially,  as  follows, 
viz : 

For  Fort  Delaware,  fifty-eight  thousand  dollars. 

For  Fort  Washington,  forty-six  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  Fort  Monroe,  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  Fort  Calhoun,  eighty  thousand  dollars. 

For  collecting  materials  for  a  fortification  at 
Mobile  Point,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  the  Rigolets,  and  Chef  Menteur,  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars. 

For  collecting  materials  for,  and  progressing 
with,  a  fort  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Mississippi, 
opposite  Fort  St.  Philip,  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  repairing  Fort  Jackson,  in  the  harbor  of 
Savannah,  eight  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingencies  and  repairs  of  fortifications, 
twenty-six  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  small-arms  for  arming  the 
whole  body  of  the  militia,  in  addition  to  the  an- 
nual appropriation  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-three  for  arming  the  iliilitia, 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  the  barracks  and  other  public 
buildings,  at  Baton  Rouge,  twenty*nine  thousand 
one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  dollars  seventy- 
seven  cents. 

Approved,  March  3,  1823. 

An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  Pablic  Buildings. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  following  sums  of 
money  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated, 
to  wit: 

For  improving  the  grounds  around  the  Capitol, 
one  thousand  dollars. 

For  makine  the  necessary  alteration  in  the  Rep- 
resentatives'  Hall,  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
eighteenth  Congress,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  two 
hundred  dollars. 

For  finishing  the  south  portico  to  the  Pres- 
ident's House,  the  sum  oi  nineteen  thousand 
dollars. 

For  an  allegorical  ornament  for  a  clock  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate,  two  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  farther  enacted.  That  said  sev- 
eral sums  of  money  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  3,  1823. 


cents,  being  a  balance  due  for  repairs  to  tkeGe- 
eral  Post  Office,  and  for  procuring  a  fire  engi^ 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  seTeateaij 
May,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  U  further  ewuUd,  Thai  ihe  Pos- 
master  General  shall  be  authorized,  out  of  the  est 
tingent  fund  of  said  Department,  to  defrar  sod 
expenses  as  may  be  necessary  for  keeping  ia  ^ 
pair  the  engine-house,  the  fire  engine,  and  l» 
apparatus,  l^longing  to  said  Department 

Approved,  March  3,  1823. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  Postmaster  General  to  pay 
for  certain  repairs  to  the  General  Post  Office,  and 
to  keep  the  engine-house,  the  fire  engine,  and  ap- 
paratus, in  repair. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  Postmaster  Qeneral 
be  authorized  to  pav.  out  of  the  moneys  arising 
from  the  postages  oi  letters  and  packets,  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  and  fifty-two 


An  Act  to  enable  the  proper  acooontingoffieenof^ 

Treasury  Department  to  audit  and  settle  the  e- 

counts  of  the  Surveyor  of  Public  Lands  in  the^ 

of  Illinois  and  Missouri,  and  Territory  of  Mibri. 

for  extra  clerk  hire  in  his  office. 

Be  it  enacted,^,,  That  the  proper  aecoosUf 

officers  of  the  Treasury  shall  be,  and  are  liseif. 

authorized  and  required  to  audit  and  settle  (ke- 

counts  of  the  Surveyor  of  Public  Laods,  a% 

States  of  Illinois  and  Missouri,  and  Territory e 

Arkansas,  for  extra  clerk  hireinhisoffiee,for!e* 

veying  executed  before  the  first  day  of  Jasssy 

one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tweatf-titt 

and  for  which  provision  was  not  made  bTUL' 

lowance  of  mileage  on  the  surveys  of  the  p-Qbi: 

lands,  under  the  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  Ush 

ted  States,  of  the  third  day  of  April,  ooe  thoea^- 

eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  and  make  him  i&il; 

lowance  therefor,  not^exceeding  the  rate  of  afflt 

hire  now  allowed  by  law  in  the  offices  of  the  ^as 

Surveyors  General,  proportioned  to  the  qwt^" 

of  work  done  in  each ;  and  the  amouDt  so  ^ 

ed,  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money  ia  the  Tnt'- 

ury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved^-March  3, 1823. 


An  Act  providing  for  the  accommodatioD  of  tbC:- 
cuit  Court  of  the  United  Sutes  for  Wuhis^^ 
county,  in  the  District  of  Colombia,  tod  fo  <^ 
preservation  of  the  records  of  said  court. 
Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  President  oU' 
United  States  he,  and  he  is  hereby,  author^* 
cause  to  be  purchased,  and  completely  fioisl^^ 
the  City  Hall,  now  building  in  the  City  of  Wts^ 
ington,  permanent  and  suitable apartmentsfor^ 
ing  the  sessions  of  the  Circuit  CJourtof  thelsJa 
States,  for  the  county  of  Washingiion,  in  ^• 
District  of  Columbia,  for  the  use  of  the  giwd  4b* 
petit  juries  of  the  said  county,  for  the  office, 
the  clerk  of  the  said  court  and  the  Marshal  Otis' 
said  District,  and  for  the  preservation  and  «car 
ly  of  the  books,  papers,  and  records,  of  ihe^ 
court,  provided  that  the  said  purchase  can  bena* 
upon  reasonable  terms,  and  not  exceedinf  the  & 
hereinaAer  appropriated.  And  for  effeciiaj^'* 
subject  of  this  act,  the  sum  of  ten  thousand!^ 
lars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appTopriated.* 
of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  notoiherwtfir 
propriated.  .    ^ 

Sec.  2.  And  he  U  further  enacted.  That  mK 
propriaiion  hereinbefore  made,  shall  bc«xp*r 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  CommisJO*^* 
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the  Public  Buildings,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be 
directed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  so  soon 
as  the  said  apartments  shall  have  been  provided, 
the  said  circuit  court,  and  the  said  clerk's  and 
marshal's  offices,  with  all  the  books,  papers,  and 
records,  thereunto  belonging,  shall  be  removed 
thereto ;  and  no  allowance  of  money  for  the  rent 
of  apartments  for  the  use  of  the  said  court  and  of- 
fices shall  thenceforth,  or  thereafter,  be  made  out 
of  the  Treasurv  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  March  3,  1823. 


An  Act  to  establish  an  additional  Land  Office  in  the 

State  of  MiMonri. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  so  much  of  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States  as  lies  west  of  the 
range  line  dividing  the  twenty-third  and  twenty- 
fourth  tiers  of  townships  west  of  the  fifth  princi- 
pal meridian,  in  the  present  Howard  land  dis- 
trict, in  the  State  of  Missouri,  shall  form  a  land 
district  for  the  disposal  of  the  said  lands,  to  be 
called  the  Western  district;  and  a  land  office 
shall  be  estaUished  at  Lexington,  in  the  county  of 
Lillard,  for  the  disposal  thereof. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  U  fwrUier  enacted^  That  there 
shall  be  a  register  and  receiver  appointed  to  the 
said  office,  to  superintend  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  in  the  said  district,  who  shall  reside  at  the 
place  where  said  office  is  established,  give  security 
in  the  same  manner  and  sums,  and  whose  com-, 
pensation,  emoluments,  duties,  and  authorities, 
shall,  io  every  respect,  be  the  same,  in  relation  to 
the  lands  to  be  disposed  of  at  their  offices,  as  are, 
or  may  be,  by  law,  provided  in  relation  to  the 
registers  and  receivers  of  public  monevs  in  the 
several  offices  established  for  the  sale  ot  the  pub- 
lic lands. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That^  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  April  next,  the  division 
line  between  the  St.  Louis  and  the  Jackson  land 
districts,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  shall  be  the 
township  line  between  the  townships  number 
thirty-seven  and  thirty-eight ;  any  thing  in  the 
former  acts,  creating  land  districts  in  the  State  of 
Vf  isiK)uri,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Approved,  March  3,  1823. 


Kn  Act  to  authoriio  the  purchase  of  a  namber  of 
copies  of  the  sixth  volame  of  the  Laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Secretary  for  the 
department  ot  State  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
zed  and  directed  to  subscribe  for,  and  receive,  for 
be  use  and  disposal  of  Congress,  five  hundred 
md  fifty  copies  of  the  sixth  volume  of  the  Laws 
»f  the  United  States,  published  by  Davis  and 
<*orce,  of  the  city  of  Washington,  and  cause  to 
le  distributed  one  copy  thereof  to  the  President 
f  the  United  States,  one  copy  to  the  Vice  Presi- 
tent  of  the  United  States,  one  copy  to  each  of 
he  Heads  of  Departments,  to  the  Attorney  Gen- 
ral  of  the  United  States,  to  each  of  the  Senators 
nd  Representatives,  and  to  each  Delegate  of 
.territories,  of  the  Seventeenth  Congress ;  fifteen 


copies  to  the  Secretar^r  of  the  Senate,  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate,  and  thirty  copies  to  the  Clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  for  the  use  of  that 
House ;  one  copy  to  each  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  each  State  and  Territory,  and  one  copy 
to  each  of  the  Executives  of  the  several  States 
and  Territories,  and  cause  the  residue  to  be  depos- 
ited in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
Sbc.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 

Eurpose  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  two 
undred  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appro- 
priated, to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treas- 
ury not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  March  3, 1823. 


An  Act  to  confirm  certain  claims  to  lots  in  the  village 
of  Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Be  it  enacted,  j^c,  That  there  is  herebv  granted 
to  each  of  the  French  and  Canadian  innabitants 
and  other  settlers  in  the  village  of  Peoria,  in  the 
State  of  Illinois,  whose  claims  are  contained  in  a 
report  made  by  the  register  of  the  land  office  at 
Edwardsville,  m  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, approved  May  the  fifteenth,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty,  and  who  had  settled  a 
lot  in  the  village  aforesaid,  prior  to  the  first  day 
of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ana 
thirteen,  and  who  have  not  heretofore  received  a 
confirmation  of  claims,  or  donation  of  any  tract 
of  land  or  village  lot  from  the  United  States,  the 
lot  so  settled  upon  and  improved,  where  the  same 
shall  not  exceed  two  acres ;  and  where  the  same 
shall  exceed  two  acres,  every  such  claimant  shall 
be  confirmed  in  a  quantity  not  exceeding  ten  acres: 
Provided,  Nothing  in  this  act  contain^  shall  be 
so  construed  as  to  affect  the  right,  if  any  such 
there  be,  of  any  person  or  persons  to  the  said  lots, 
or  any  part  of  them,  derived  from  the  Unitea 
States,  or  any  other  source  whatever,  or  as  a 
pledge  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  make 
good  any  deficiency  occasioned  by  any  other  in- 
terfering claim  or  claims. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  surveyor  of  the  public  lands  of 
the  United  States  for  that  district,  to  cause  a  sur- 
vey to  be  made  of  the  several  lots,  and  to  desig- 
nate on  a  plat  thereof  the  lot  confirmed  and  set 
apart  to  each  claimant,  and  forward  the  same  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  shall  cause 
patents  to  be  issued  in  favor  of  such  claimants, 
as  in  other  cases. 

Approved,  March  3, 1823. 

An  Act  concerning  the  lands  to  be  granted  to  the 
State  of  MiBsouri,  for  the  purposes  of  education, 
and  for  other  public  uses. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  in  all  cases  in  which 
section  number  sixteen,  in  any  township  within 
the  State  of  Missouri,  has  been  sold,  or  otherwise 
disposed  of  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  register  and 
receiver  oi  the  respective  land  office  in  whose 
district  such  land  may  lie,  so  soon  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act  as  may  be,  to  select  the  like  quan- 
tity of  other  lands  equivalent  thereto,  from  any 
of  the  unappropriated  lands  of  the  United  States 
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in  that  State,  including  the  residue  of  such  sec- 
tion, where  only  a  part  of  it  has  been  disposed  of, 
and  the  value  of  the  residue  is  not  materially  di- 
minished by  such  disposition,  and  as  nearly  con- 
tiguous to  such  sixteenth  section  as  may  be ;  and 
a  descriptive  entry  of  such  selected  lands  shall  be 
niade  on  the  booKs  of  the  register,  specifying  as 
well  the  township  in  which,  as  that  for  the  use  of 
which,  the  selection  shall  have  been  made ;  and 
the  lands  thus  selected  and  located,  are  hereby 
l^ranted  to  the  said  State,  for  the  use  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  respective  townships,  for  the  use  of 
schools,  instead  of  such  sixteenth  sections  so  sold 
or  otherwise  disposed  of. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  all 
cases  in  which  the  Qeneral  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Missouri  has  selected,  or  shall  hereafter  select, 
a  salt  spring,  for  the  use  of  the  State,  according 
to  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the 
sixth  of  March,  one  thousand  eiffht  hundred  and 
twenty,  and  the  six  sections  of  unappropriated 
lands  cannot  be  found  adjoining  to  such  spring, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  said  act,  the  defi- 
ciency snail  be  supplied  by  the  selection  of  other 
sections  equivalent  thereto,  and  not  further  dis- 
tant than  six  miles  therefrom,  of  unappropriated 
lands  of  the  United  States  in  that  State,  and  as 
nearly  adjoining  to  such  spring  as  may  be,  shall 
be  subject  to  the  selection  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  for  the  use  thereof;  and  such  sections, 
when  so  selected  and  located,  are  hereby  granted 
according  to  the  provisions  of  said  act ;  and  au- 
thenticated copies  of  the  selections  made  by  the 
register  and  receiver,  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  shall  be  furnished  the  State,  and  returns 
transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of 
the  selections  now  made,  and  of  those  to  be  made, 
immediately  after  such  selections  shall  have  been 
made,  either  by  the  register  and  receiver,  or  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State. 

Approved,  March  3,  1823. 


An  Act  Bopplementary  to  "An  act  relating  to   the 
raiisom  of  American  captives  of  the  late  war." 

Be  it  enacted^  (fc.,  That  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  relating  to  the  ransom  of  American  captives 
of  the  late  war,^'  passed  the  first  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  be  so 
construed  as  to  embrace  within  its  provisions  all 
officers,  soldiers,  and  persons,  attached  to,  and 
followers  of,  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  who 
were  captured  and  made  prisoners  by  the  enemy, 
and  who  were  ransomed  during  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain ;  and  that  the  proper  accounting 
officer  of  the  War  Department  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  adjust  and 
settle  the  accounts  of  any  person,  his  assigns  or 
his  legal  representatives,  who  may  have  pur- 
chased and  ransomed  from  captivity  any  citizen, 
officer,  soldier,  or  other  person  aforesaid,  upon 
equitable  principles :  Provided^  The  evidence  pro- 
duced in  support  of  such  accounts  shall  be  the 
best  in  the  power  of  the  claimant,  and  sufficient 
to  satisfy  the  accounting  officer  of  the  justice  of 
the  claim :  Provided^  also,  That,  in  no  case  shall  a 


greater  sum  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  doUanir 
allowed  for  the  ransom  of  any  one  pcrscs. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaded,  That  it  sk 
be  the  duty  of  such  accounting  officer,  aodk  a 
hereby  authorized  and  required,  to  adjosta&^ia^ 
tie  the  accounts  of  any  person,  his  assigns, orb 
legal  representatives,  who  shall  have  farimbe^ 
proper  and  necessary  articles  of  clothiog  to,  m 
for  the  use  of,  any  citizen,  officer,  soldier,  or  ot^ 
person,  purchased  and  ransomed  from  captir? 
during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain aforeiai^ 
Provided,  It  shall  be  satisfactorily  proved,  zii 
made  to  appear,  to  such  accounting  officer,  'ii 
the  apparel  and  clothing  so  furnish^  were  n/ssy 
sary,  at  the  time,  to  the  safety,  support,  and  C3& 
fort,  of  the  person  ransomed;  and  that  the  at- 
cles  charged  were  applied  to  the  clothiof  of  ssct 
prisoners,  and  to  no  othtrr  purpose  whaterer. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  allHS) 
of  money  to  be  audited  and  allowed  ondtr  i^ 
act,  and  the  act  to  which  this  is  an  tmnisA^ 
shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Trefe?^ 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  3, 1823. 


An  Act  to  ettabliah  a  Natiooal  Armory  oa  Uk  Vtf 

em  wateiB. 

Be  it  enacted,  fe.,  That  the  Pmidentofi^ 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  autboiize^ ': 
employ  a  skilful  engineer  or  officer  of  the  Oidsaiee 
Department,  with  such  other  person  orperscrr 
he  may  judge  proper,  to  examine  the  mostsuitti^- 
site  fora  National  Armory  on  the  Western  wass^ 
and  that  the  said  engineer,  and  such  other  pens 
or  persons,  be  requested  to  report  the  result  ot  tie: 
examinations  to  Congress  at  the  commeDceaa' 
of  its  nest  session,  particularly  desigaaticf  i^^ 
sites  by  them  examined,  with  the  comparatlTfi^ 
vantages  of  each,  and  an  estimate  shovio?  ^ 
amount  necessary  for  purchasing  each,  aodetet! 
ing  all  necessary  buildings  thereon. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  U  further  enacted,  That  tke^ 
of  five  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is toe^ 
appropriated,  to  effect  the  object  of  this  act 

Approved,  March  3, 18^ 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  James  Reea,  of  New  York.« 
of  the  sureties  of  Joseph  H.  lUea,  deoetio^  !i& 
asaistant  deputy  Paymaster  General  io  fenk* '' 
the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  4^.,  That  the  proper  accouo^f 
officers  of  the  Treasury  Department  be,  aod  t^-' 
are  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  io«eitJe*'^* 
accounts  of  Joseph  H.  Rees,  deceased,  la:e  assi- 
tant  deputy  Paymaster  General,  in  serriceot  ^2* 
United  States,  upon  the  principles  of  justice  «*• 
equity  ;  and  to  allow  to  James  Rees,  one  of  t^' 
sureties  of  said  deceased,  such  credits  as  be  ^' 
prove  himself  entitled  to,  in  consequence  of  i«r 
ments  actually  made  to  troops  in  aerriceofr. 
United  States  during  the  life  time  of  said  deff«J^ 
Provided,  however.  That  no  allowance  shall  be  ai^] 
in  thesettlement  aforesaid,  greater  than  fheao^j 
for  which  the  said  surety,  James  Rees,  is  noFi*- 
liable  to  the  United  States. 
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Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  suit 
low  pending  in  the  district  court  of  the  United 
Uates,  for  the  northern  district  of  New  York, 
gainst  James  H.  Rees,  and  Grerritt  L.  Dox^  sare- 
ies  of  Joseph  H.  Rees,  deceased,  as  aforesaid,  be, 
nd  the  same  is  hereby,  suspended  till  the  settle- 
aent  directed  in  the  nrst  section  of  this  act  shall 
e  fully  completed. 

Approved,  March  3, 1823. 


An  Act  respecting  the  punishment  of  Piracy. 

Be  U  enacts,  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the  pas- 
age  of  this  actj  the  district  court  of  the  United 
>tates,  in  districts  where  no  circuit  courts  are 
olden,  shall  have  cognizance  of  all  cases  arising 
nder  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  May  fifteenth, 
ne  thousand  eip;ht  hundred  and  twenty,  entitled 
An  a<n  to  continue  in  force  an  act  to  protect  the 
ommerce  of  the  United  States,  and  punish  the 
rime  of  piracy ;  and  also,  to  make  further  provi- 
ion  for  punishing  the  crime  of  piracy,"  and  shall 
ave  the  same  power  and  jurisdiction  therein,  as 
^e  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States,  under  the 
)me  act. 

Approved,  March  3,  1823. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  James  B.  Hogan. 

Be  it  enactedf  ^c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
i'reasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  required,  with  the 
ssent  of  the  surety  of  John  a.  Hogan,  to  stay  all 
irther  proceeding^  in  any  suit  or  suits,  commenced 
1  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
district  of  Alabama,  against  John  B.  Hogan,  late 
paymaster  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
ad  his  surety,  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
'Ongress^  and  until  the  final  adjustment  of  the 
laims  of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in 
le  late  campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians, 
»r  horses  and  other  property  lost. 

Approved,  March  3, 1823. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


each  session  of  Congress,  a  table  or  statement, 
showing  the  names  and  compensation  of  the  clerks 
employed  in  their  respective  offices,  and  the  names 
and  conipensation  of  the  messengers  of  the  res- 
pective Houses;  together  with  a  detailed  state- 
ment of  the  items  of  expenditure  of  the  contingent 
fund  of  the  respective  Houses  for  the  next  imme- 
diately preceding  year;  in  which  statement  the 
disbursements  shall  be  arranged  under  the  follow- 
ing heads,  to  wit :  First,  printing ;  second,  station- 
ery, and  distinguishing  under  this  head  the  arti- 
cles furnished  for  the  use  of  the  members,  from 
those  furnished  for  the  offices  of  the  Secretary 
and  Clerk,  and  specifying  the  number  of  reams  of 
each  kind  of  paper;  third,  book-binding:  fourth, 
fuel ;  fifth,  newspapers,  specifyinff  under  this  head 
the  amount  of  orders  given  at  the  preceding  ses- 
sion, as  well  as  the  payments  made ;  sixth,  the 
post  offices ;  seventh,  the  repairs  and  preservation 
of  the  furniture ;  eighth,  services  of  the  messen- 
gers and  horses ;  ninth,  miscellaneous  items  not 
included  under  the  preceding  heads.  Which 
statements  shall  exhibit,  also,  the  several  sums 
drawn  by  the  said  Secretarv  and  Clerk,  respect- 
ively,  from  the  Treasury,  and  the  balances,  if  any, 
remaining  in  their  hands. 
Approved,  March  1, 1823. 


Resolution  to  direct  the  withholding  of  the  compensa- 
tion of  certain  prize  agents. 

Resolved,  ^c.  That,  from  and  after  the  first  day 
of  July,  next  ensuing,  no  prize  agent  who  has  not 
accounted  for  the  prize  moneys  with  which  he 
has  heretofore  been  intrusted  for  the  benefit  of  the 
officers  and  crews  of  any  public  armed  vessel  or 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  shall  receive  from 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  any  salary  or 
compensation  to  which  he  may  be  entitled,  until 
he  snail  have  accounted  for,  or  repaid  into  the 
Treasury,  all  sums  so  intrusted  to  him  for  dis- 
bursement. . 

Approved,  March  3,  1823. 


esolution  requiring  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  an  an- 
nual statement  of  the  expenditures  from  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  the  two  Houses. 

Resolved,  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representor 
ves  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  as- 
mbledy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and 
lerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  be,  and 
ley  are  hereby,  required  to  lay  before  the  two 
louses,   respectively,  at  the  commencement    of 


Resolution  granting  to  the  Washington  Library  a  copy 
of  the  Public  Documents,  Laws,  and  Journals. 

Resolved,  ^c.  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  furnish  to  the  Wash- 
ington Library,  from  any  surplus  copies  in  the 
Department  of^  State,  or  m  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress, a  copy  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States,  the 
Journals  of  Congress,  Documents,  and  State  Pa- 
pers, heretofore  published,  and  to  furnish,  annu- 
ally, to  the  said  Library,  a  copy  of  all  Documents. 
Journals,  Laws,  and  State  Papers,  which  shall 
be  hereafter  puolished  by  the  authority  of  Con- 
gress. 

Approved,  March  3,  1823. 
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bbott,  Robert,  Mr.  Macon  presented  the  memo- 
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report  thereon 226 
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jax,  schooner.     (See  Shain,  Benjamin  I.) 
labama,  Mr.  King  aobmitted  a  resolution  rela- 
tive to  the  expediency  of  allowing  three 
Representatives  to  the  State  of,  in  con- 
formity with  the  act  of  apportionment  of 

Representatives,  di^c 38 

agreed  to 38 

a  bill  from   the  House  of  Representatives 
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appointment  of  the  committee    -        -        -     107 
new  draught  reported  as  a  substitute  for 
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Amendment  to  the  Constitution — continued.      Paget 

Mr.  Dickerson  submitted  a  substitute  for 
Mr.  Tavlor's  resolution  -        -        .        -     178- 
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Mr.  Holmes  of  Maine,  submitted  an  amend- 
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reported  without  amendment     . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Arnold,  Jacob.     (See  Ford,  Mahlon,) 

Arsenals  and  Armories,  the  President  communi- 
cated a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
made  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  2d  of 
April,  1794,  concerning,  read         -        .    248 
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read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -    298 
Atkinson,  Watson,  Mr.  Findlay  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred       -        -        -        -      81 
committee  thereon  discharged    ...    272 
Attorney  General,  a  resolution  requesting  the, 
to  report  at  the  next  session  modifica- 
tions, di^c,  of  the  judiciary  system  -        -    293 
disagreed  to 298 

•  B. 

Babbitt,  Jacob,  petition  of,  called  up,  read,  and 

referred 23 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    -      30 
read  the  second  time         -        -        -        •      37 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        -        -      39 
passed     .----..      41 
Bank  of  the  United  Sutes,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented a  memorial  of  the  President  and 
Directors  of  the,  praying  certain  amend- 
ments to  their  charter,  raferred       -        -     156 
committee  thereon  discharged   ...    272 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  directed  to  report 
at  the  next  session  the  amount  of  divi- 
dends payable  in  each  State  by  the         -    314 
Banks,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memorial  of 
sundry,  of  Charleston,  South  CaroUna, 
respecting  amendments  to  the  diarter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  refiined  -     146 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  rel- 
ative to  Government  depositee  in    -        -    301 
Barbour,  James,  of  Virginia,  attended       -        -        9 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  suppressing  pi- 
racy       33, 34 

on  the  bill  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  Me- 
chanics' Bank  of  Alexandria         -        -      40 
on  imprisonment  for  debt  -        -        -        -     127 
on  the  bill  regulating  trade  with  the  British 

colonial  ports 194 

Barton,  David,  of  Missouri,  attended         -        -        9 
Baton  Rouge,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  as  to  the  expediency 
of  an  appropriation  for  completing  the 

barracks  at 266 

modified  and  agreed  to      -        -        -        .    268 
Bay,  Elihu  Hall,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith  of  SouA 
Carolina  presented  the  petition  of,   re- 
ferred   .......     148 

rsoort  thereon 261 

laid  on  the  table 258 

Beldon,  Ezekiel  P.,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....      77 
committee  thereon  discharged    -        -        -    127 
Bent,  Lemuel,  Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 104 

committee  thereon  discharged    -        -        .    314 
Benton,  Thomas  H.,  of  Missouri,  attended        -      23 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of 

lead  mines  and  salt  spring  lands    -        -    237 
on  his  resolution  respecting  United  States 
territory  on  the  northwest  coast  of  Ame- 
rica        246 

Berry,  Taylor,  Mr.  Barton  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 169 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -        •        -     193 


Beny,  Taylor — continued. 

bill  read  the  second  time    • 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
Bltkeley,  Johnston,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  tjte 
heirs  of,  read         .... 
read  the  second  time         ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
Boardman,  Elijah,  of  Connecticut,  attended 
Boardman,  Captain  Elijah,  Mr.  Lanman  pre- 
sented Uie  petition  of,  referred 
Boardman,  Daniel,  Mr.  Boardman  preaented  die 

petition  oU  referred 
Books,  Maps,  di^c.,  for  the  use  of  Congieas,  Mr. 
Dickerson  submitted  a  resolation  lor  sp- 
pointing  a  joint  committee  to  have  tbe 
direction  of  the  money  appropriated  for 
the  purchase  of  -  - 
agreed  to  -        .        .         - 

Boone,  Daniel  M.,  Mr.  Benton  presented  thr 
petition  of,  referred 
committee  thereon  discharged    - 
Bounty,  Mr.  Rodney  submitted  a  wolntiBa  ot 
inquiry  as  to  the  expedient  of  aUowiof 
to  officers  and  crews  of  public  and  pn 
vate  armed  vessels  forprisonen,  dbc^  cap- 
tured in  piratical  veaiela 
considered         .... 
agreed  to  • 

committee  thereon  discharged   • 
Branson,  Nathan,  a  bill  from  the  fioiiae  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of    - 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment    - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

British  Colonial  Ports,  a  bill  torcgnUte  eoBsicr 
cial  interoourae  between  the  United  States 
and  certain,  read   ... 

read  the  second  time 

laid  on  the  table        ... 

considered         .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

British  Parliament,  Mr.  Barbour  laid  before  the 

Senate  an  act  of  the,  to  regulate  txad« 

with  British  poseesaiona  in  Aaserica  tad 

the  West  Indies,  ordered  to  be  printsd 

Brown,  Ethan  Allen,  of  Ohio,  attended    • 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  ibr  the  reBef  of  Rob- 
ert Purdy      .        -        .        - 
Brown,  James,  of  Louisiana,  attended 

remarks  o^  on  bill  fiir  supreasion  of  pincT 

on  the  bill  concerning  Louisiana  land  titles 

on  the  bill  for  settling  the  accounts  of  D 

D.Tompkins         ... 

Brown,  Daniel,  Mr.  Van  Bnren  preaented  the 

petition  of,  relerred 

committee  thereon  discharged    - 
Buel,  Samuel,  Mr.  Seymour  preaented  the  peti 
-  tion  o^  referred     ... 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

read  the  second  time 

postponed  .... 

laid  on  the  table        ... 

taken  up,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading 

passed      ..... 

Buhler,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 


Pei 


a» 


ti 


1¥ 


X 
3s 

30 

a*. 


'ii- 


[V 
1M.15T 


IS 


s^ 


a 
•X 

:* 


INDEX. 


VI 


Stnate  PneueUnfft  tmd^Lebatei. 


■gin,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Home  of  Repre- 
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Jer,  Jacob,  Mr.  Williams  of  Tennessee  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 

committee  thereon  disoharged    • 
;rB,  George,  Mr.  iLowrie  preiented  the  peti 
tion  oi^  referred     .... 

committee  thereon  discharged    - 
!rs,  John,  Mr.  Van  Bureo  presented  the  pe- 
tition o^  read,  and  reiiBrfed    - 

bill  for  the  relief  of,  with*  a  report,  read 

read  the  second  time         ... 

considered,  and  laid  over  -        .        • 

consideration  resamed       ... 

bill  laid  on  the  table         ... 

Mr.  Chandler  submitted  a  resolution,  direct 
ing  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treas' 
ury  to  settle  the^accounts  of,  laid  on  the 
Uble 

considered,  and  laid  on  the  table 

the  bill  for  the  relief  of,  ordered  to  the  third 
resding  ..... 

read  the  third  time    .        .        .        - 


Page- 
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290 
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73 
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4t 
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22 
36 
38 
40 
44 
46 
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npbell,  Polly  L.,   a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of      - 

read 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment    .        .        - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        .        . 
passed       -         -        -         -        .        .        - 
>e  Cod,   Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  pre- 
sented a  memorial,  praying  the  erection 
of  a  lighthouse  on  the  southern  extremity 
of,  referred    .----. 
)e  Romaine,  Mr.  Smith  submitted  a  resolution 
as  to  the  expediency  of  erecting  a  light- 
house or  beacon  on        •        •        - 

agreed  to 

a  bill  for  that  purpose  reported,  and  read    - 
read  the  second  time  .... 

new  draught  of  the  bill  submitted 
bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •>■ 

r,  Charles,  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives  for  the  relief  of,  read  the  first  and 
second  time,  and  referred        ... 
reported  without  amendment    ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
r,  Thomas,  petition  of,  called  up,  read,  and 
referred  .-..-- 

(See  DoneUon,  John.) 
yer,    Captain  Jonathan.       (See   Harnton^ 
SamueL) 
tsid,  C,  the  President  communicated  a  letter 
from,  in  relation  to  a  model  for  a  clock, 

referred 

indler,  John,  of  Maine,  attended 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  suppression 

of  piracy 

on  the  Cordage  bill 

the  President  presented  the  credentials  of  - 


46 
46 

46 
48 
64 


266 
267 
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287 
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Page. 
Chaplain,  Mr.  Lanman  submitted  a  preposition 

for  appointing  a 10 

concurred  in     --..--      21 

elected 5K2 

Chappell,  Richard  8.,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisi- 
ana presented  the  petition  of  referred  43 
committee  thereon  discharged    -        .        -    314 
Cherokee  Indians,  Mr.  Kelly  presented  a  me- 
morial from  the  Alabama  Legislature  re- 
specting  a  treaty  with  the,  for  the  pur- 
chase  of  certain  lands,  read  and  referred     191 
report  made  and  the  committee  discharged  224, 324 
Cherry,  Peter,  Mr.  Smith  of  Sooth  Carolina  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -        -     187 
committee  thereon  discharged    .        -        -    298 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  Mr. 
Rodney   presented   the  petition   of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the,  reforred      66 
committee  thereon  discharged  -        -        .    272 
Mr.  Talbot  submitted  a  resolatton  relative 
to  a  subscr^tion  by  GovemmeDt  to  cer- 
tain portions  of  the  stock  of  -        -        -      66 
agreed  to  .-.----63 

Chippewa  Indians,  a  bill  to  enable  the  President 
to  treat  with  the,  for  the  purchase  of  cer- 
tain lands,  read  twice    -        •        .        -     146 
postponed         ......     162 

laid  on  the  table        .....     186 

Choctaw  Indians,  Mr.  Benton  submitted  a  res- 
olution of  inquiry  respecting  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  second  article  of  the  treaty 
of  October,  1820,  with  the    -        -        -     198 

laid  on  the  Uble 201 

taken  up  and  agreed  to    -        -        -        -     236 
Christian  Indians,  a  Message  from  the  Presi- 
dent with  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  in  relation  to  certain,  read  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed        ....      24 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands    180 
Claims,  standing  Committee  on,  appointed       -      23 

Clark,  James  H.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of    -        •        -    292 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred    -        •    293 
reported  without  amendment    -        .        -    297 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -        -    321 
Clark,  Joshua,  the  President  communicated  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....      32 
committee  thereon  discharged    ...    314 
Clark,  Archibald,  collector  of  the  port  of  St. 
Mary's,  Georgia,  a  communication   re- 
specting official  malpractices  of,  read,  and 
referred  to  the  President        -        -        -    271 
Cofibe,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives for  the  relief  of  -        -        -        -    292 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     -        -     298 
reported  without  amendment    ...    297 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -321 
Commerce  and  Manufacturers,  standing  Com- 
mittee on,  appointed      -        -        -        -      22 
Commerce  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Rodney 
submitted  a  resolution  respecting  the  ex- 
pediency of  continuing,  ice,,  the  act  to 
276  protect  the,  and  to  punish  piracy    -        -      28 

9  agreed  to 31 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
34  for  that  purpose    .....      73 

96  read 76 

184  read  the  second  time,  and  referred    -        -      93 
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97 
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Commerce  of  the  U.  Btatce— continiied.  Page, 

bill  reported  without  emendmeiit       •        -    103 
ordered  to  the  third  reeding      ...     147 
read  the  third  time,  and  paieed         -        -     149 
Committeee.     (See  Sianding  CommitteeM.) 
Conner,  William,  Mr.  Noble  submitted  a  ree- 
olution  as  to  the  ezpedieney  of  amend- 
ing the  act  granting  a  tract  of  land  to,  so 
as  to  vest  the  fee  simple  in  stid  Conner      97 

agreedto 99 

adverse  report  ......     105 

considered        -        -        -        -        •        -106 

concurred  in    -----        -     107 

Mr.  Noble  submitted  a  resolution  as  to  the 
ezpediencj  of  granting  by  law  the  fee 
simple  in  certain  lands  to      -        -        -    192 
agreed  to  -        -        -      .  -        -        -     196 

Contingent  Bzpenses  of  the  Senate,  standing 

Committee  on,  appointed        .        •        .      23 

Contingent  Fund,  resolution  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  requiring  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the 
House  an  annual  statement  of  expendi- 
ture from  the,  read,  and  referred    -        •    266 
reported  without  amendment    .        -        -    269 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...    300 
passed 300 

Convention,  a  message  communicating  copies 
of  the,  concluded  at  St  Petersburg,  12lh 

July  1822 128 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations   147 

(See  France.) 
Conway,  Samuel.     (See  Ruth,  John,) 
Cooper,  David,  Mr.  Ruggles  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion for  inquiring  into  the  expediency  of 
paying  the  claim  of       -        -        -        -     128 

agreedto 130 

committee  thereon  discharged    -        -        -314 

Copper  Mines,  Message  from  the  President  with 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  re- 
specting the  Lake  Superior,  read    -        -      22 
referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands     •      27 
communication    from   Grovemor  Cass,  on 
the  subject,  read  .        -        .        .        •     146 

Cordage,  a  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  the  ex- 

Eortation  of,  manufactured  from  foreign 

emp,  reported,  and  read        -  -  -  30 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  37 

reported  without  amendment    •  -  -  38 

consideration  postponed    •        -  -  •  42 

bill  laid  on  the  table         -        -  -  -  44 

taken  up,  and  again  postponed  -  -  47 

consideration  resumed       -        -  -  -  48 

bill  laid  on  the  table          -        -  -  -  65 

taken  up,  and  debated      -        -  -  -  57 

further  consideration  postponed  -  •  75 

resumed -96 

the  third  reading  negatived        -  -  -  96 

Courts  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Kentucky,  submitted  a  resolution  relative 
to  the  present  organization  of  the  -        -    236 
considered,  modified,  and  agreed  to   •        -     252 
a  resolution  directing  the  Attorney  General 
to  arrange,  in  one  bill,  all  the  acts  now 
in  force  respecting  the,  and  report  at  the 
next  session — ^reported  .        .        *         .    293 
disagreed  to S98 


P>r 


77 
99 


r, 


-    314 


S7 

29 


319 


Cowan,  David  O.,  notice  of  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 

bill  introduced,  and  read  .        .        .        - 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred    - 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the 

petition  ot,  read    ..... 

referred    -.-.--- 
committee  thereon  discharged  - 
Cumberland  Road,  Mr.  Talbot  sabmitted  a  mo- 
tion for  reforring  so  much  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  as  relatee  to  the,  to  a  se- 
lect committee       -        -        - 
agreed  to,  and  the  committee  appointed 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  repairs  of 
the,  read       ......     |2 

read  Uie  second  time         ....     4-1 

considered,  and  postponed        -        -        .     57 
consideration  resumed      ...        -     64 
postponed         ......     66 

resumed   --..-..76 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        .       .     77 
read  the  third  time,  and  further  eoneidered     M 
passed      -.-....9t 

'   returned  with  amendments        -        .       .    S66 
concurred  in-        -        -        -        -        .267 

Customs,  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  report,  at  the  next  ses- 
sion, the  amount  of  compensation  re- 
ceived by  officers  of  the,  ana  whether  any 
offices  of  the,  may  be  abolished 

D. 

Dal  Schweinctz,  Lewis.  (See  United  Bntkren.) 
Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court.    (See  Suprenu 

Court) 
De  Krafil,  Edward,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky 
presented  a  memorial  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred    S3 

committee  thereon  discharged    -        .        .    3S7 
Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal  Company,   Mr. 
Dickerson  submitted  a  resolution  for  in- 
quiring into  the  expediency  of  anthor- 
izing  a  subscription  by  the  United  Statei 
to  stock  of  said  company        ... 
agreed  to-        -••--. 
committee  thereon  discharged   ... 
Desobry,  Benjamin,  committee  on  the  petition 
of,  discharged        ..... 
Dickerson,  Mahlon,  of  New  Jersey,  attended    • 
speech  of,  on  the  Cordage  bill   ... 
on  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution  rel- 
ative to  the  election  of  President  and  Vice 

President 

credentials  of,  presented    -     '  - 
Digest  of  Manufactures,  the  President  communi- 
cated a  letter  from  the  Secretaiy  of  Stale 
transmitting  copies  of  the,  ordered  at  the 
last  session   .---.. 
another  letter  from  the  same,  on  the  same 
subject  -..-... 
Direct  Taxes,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  extend  the  time  allowed  for 
the  redemption  of  lands  sold  ftr,  read  the 
first  and  second  time,  and  refened  - 
reported  with  amendments        ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
passed      ....... 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  directed  to  report 
at  the  next  session  the  amount  o^  doe 
and  unpaid  in  each  State       .        -       -31^ 
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Pige. 
tillers,  Mr.  D' Wolf  preiented  a  memorial  of 
certain,  praying  a  remtsiion  of  certain  dn- 
tief,  dtc.,  referred  -        -        ...      31 
unfavorable  report  read      ....     148 
concurred  in    -        -        -        >        .        .     160 
triet  of  Columbia,  a  standing  Committee  on 

the  afiairs  of  the,  appointed    -       -        -      38 
a  bill  to  regulate  the  collection  of  debts  in 

the,  read •     164 

read  the  second  time         ....    174 
reported  without  amendments   *        .        •187 

laid  on  the  table S88 

Mr.  Barbour  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  provide 
accommodation  for  the  United  States  cir- 
cuit court  for  the  -        -        •        .        -     154 
bill  introduced,  and  read  a  first  and  second 

time 166 

coDsidered,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     186 
passed      .......     186 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
extend  the  jurisdiction  of  Justices  of  ihe 
Peape  in  the  recovery  of  debts  in  the, 
read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred   - -     198 


reported  vrithout  amendment    ... 

considered        .        .        . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Senate  insist  on  some  amendments  disa- 
greed to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  recede  from  others 

the  House  of  Representatives  disagree  to 
the  first  amendment,  and  agree  to  the 
rest       --•-.-. 

House  of  Re|vesentatives  recede 

a  memorial  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
and  other  inhabitants,  against  an  altera- 
tioD  of  the  laws  for  the  collection  of  debts 
in  the,  referred      .        .        .        .        - 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  a  remonstrance 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Alexandria  against 
the  bill,  Ac  -        •        • .       - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
empower  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury 
to  sell  public  lots  and  other  United  States 
property  in  the,  read      .        .        .        - 

referred    ....... 

reported  without  amendment    .        .        . 

[aid  on  the  table        .        .        .        .        • 

letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
transmitting  annual  reports  of  the  seyeral 
bsuiks  in  the  ..... 

leon,  John,  and  Thomas  Carr,  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  representatives  of,  read 

read  the  second  time         .        .        - 

»>nsideration  postponed    - 

>rdered  to  the  thira  reading 

•ead  the  third  time,  and  recommitted 

•eported  with  amendments 

ird  ered  to  the  third  reading 

ead  the  third  time,  and  passed 

iSy  Jeremiah,  Mr.  Holmes  of  Mississippi 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred 

committee  thereon  discharged   - 

»,  Cdward,  Mr.   Eaton  presented  the  me 
morial  o^  referred  ... 

f  baiiy  James  B.,  Mr.  King  of  Alabama  pre 
sented  the  petition  of,  referred 

ommittee  thereon  discharged    - 


286 
207 
270 
274 
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289 


226 
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289 
297 
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36 
38 
42 
67 
64 
98 
98 
99 

263 
314 

97 

226 
229 


Page. 
Duane,  Colonel  William,   Mr.  Smith  of  South 
Carolina  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
on  the  Secretary  of  War  for  information 
respecting  a  judgment  obtained  against    298 

agreed  to 316 

Dubord,  Ann,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louuiana  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  praying  permiMion  to 
remove  her  slaves  from  Cuba,  referred  -      64 
report  with  a  resolution,  that  the  petitioner 
have  leave  to  withdraw  her  papers        -    262 

laid  on  the  table 268 

recommitted 261 

a  bill  lor  the  relief  of^  reported  and  read  the 

first  and  second  time     ....    277 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -291 
Dunham,  D.    (See  Fuilan,  RAert.) 
Duties  on  Tonnage  and  Imports,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  make  per- 
petual the  act  to  continue  Uie  act  further 
to  provide  for  the  collection  of,  read        -      48 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred    -        -      67 
reported  without  amendments  ...     106 
considered,  and  postponed  -      161,176,189 

laid  on  the  table 246 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
supplemental  to,  and  to  amend  the  act  of 
the  2d  March,  1799,  to  regulate  the  col- 
lection of      -----        -     194 

read 196 

referred  to  a  select  committee  -  -  -  196 
reported  with  amendments  ...  236 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  .  -  -  246 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  262 
the  House  agree  to  some  amendments  and 

disagree  to  others 269 

Senate  recede  .-...-    273 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  directed  to 
report  at  the  next  session  the  amount  of, 
received  at  each  port  during  the  year  end- 
ing 30th  September,  1823      ...    314 
Dutton,  Joseph  L.,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....      74 
(See  Walker,  Satnuti.) 
D'Wolf,  James,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended        -      27 
speech  of,  on  the  Cordage  bill  -        -        -      48 
remarks  of,  on  the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alex- 
andria   226 

E. 

Eakin,  Susan  W.,  the  President  laid  before  the 

Senate  the  petition  of,  referred      -        -     146 
committee  thereon  discharged  .        -        .    316 
Earle,  Elias,  and  Bannister  Stone,  Mr.  Johnson 
of  Kentucky   presented  the  petition  of, 

laid  on  the  Uble 244 

Eastman,  Thomas,  Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -        -        -        -        -191 
committee  thereon  discharged  -        -        -    314 
Eaton,  John  H.,  of  Tennessee,  attended  .        -        9 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rob- 
ert Purdy     71 

on  imprisonment  for  debt  ...    126 

on  his  resolution  respecting  loans  for  the 

Treasury 160 

on  the  bill  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of D.  D.Tompkins        ....    269 
Education,  a  bill  concerning  lands  granted  to 

Missouri  for  purposes  of,  read         -        -      26 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     .        -      27 
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Education — continued.  Page, 

bill  reported  without  amendment       -        -  87 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  39 

read  the  third  tim^,  and  paated          -        -  41 
Mr.  Johnaon  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Louisiana,  in  relation  to 
lands  reserved  for  schools  in  that  State, 

read,  and  referred           :.        .        .        .  93 

committee  thereon  discharged   -        .        -  269 

Edwards,  Ninian,  of  Illinois,  attended      .        .  9 

Elliott,  John,  of  Georgia,  attended   ...  93 

speech  of,  on  the  Georgia  militia  claims     -  167 

Emerson,  and  others,  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine, 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  -        -  35 
committee  thereon  discharged,  and  petition 

laid  on  the  table    -----  72 

(See  French  SpoHatiana,) 
Evat,  Edward,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    ------  106 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -        -        -  243 

read  the  second  time         ....  252 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  29o 

F. 

Factories,  the  Secretary  of  State  directed  to  re- 
port at  the  next  session  a  list  of  all  en- 
gaged in  making  articles  that  woold  be 
liable  to  duties  if  imported,  stating  capi- 

Ul,  &c. 314 

Farrow,  Nimrod,  Richard  Harris,  and  their  se- 
curities, a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported, 
read  first  and  second  time,  and  referred     260 
reported  with  amendments         ...    271 

considered 294 

passed 296 

returned  with  amendments        ...    300 

concurred  in 315 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represeotalives 

for  the  relief  of,  read,  and  referred  -     273 

reported  with  amendments         ...     288 

laid  on  the  table 317 

Finance,  appointment  of  the  standing  Commit- 
tee on  ,  -      22 

Findlay,  William,  of  Pennsylvania  attended    -        9 
Fitzgerald,  John,   Mr.  Chandler  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -        -        •        -     189 
committee  thereon  discharged    -        .        .    298 
Floating  Lights,  a  bill  for  placing,  in  Delaware 

Bay,  read 167 

read  the  second  time  -  -  -  -  174 
new  draught  of  the  bill  submitted  -  -  269 
considered,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  276 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    289 

Florida,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  submitted 
a  resolution  for  modifying  the  act  for  es- 
tablishing Territorial  government  fiir,  so 
as  to  grant  the  right  of  appeal  and  writs 
of  error  to  the  Supreme  Court       -        -      73 

agreed  to 93 

committee  thereon  discharged   -        .        .    287 
Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  as  to 
the  expediency  of  modifying  said  act  so 
as  better  to  secure  the  rights  of  the  dti- 
sens  of  the  Territory    -        -        -        -     104 

considered,  and  adopted    -        -        -        -     107 

a  bill  to  amend  toe  act  for  ascertaining 
claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  the  Territory 
of,  read  ......     128 

read  the  second  time  ....     131 


Florida— continued. 

bill  laid  on  the  table  -        .       .     . 

taken  up,  amended,  and  ordered  Co  tbetliin! 

reading         ..... 

recommitted     ..... 

reported  without  amendment    - 
read  the  third  time,  and  laid  on  tbe  t£ik 
passed      ...... 

a  mesaage  transmitting  «  memoritl  fi«a  ft; 

Legislative  Council  of  the  Tenitorj 

read,  and  referred 
a  bill  ^om  the  Hoose  of  Representatives  b 

amend   the  act  establishing  Tenttonti 

government  for,  read 
read  the  second  time,  aed  referred    • 
reported  without  amendments  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representitmt 

amending  and  supplemental  to  the  uilr 

ascertaining  titles  to  lands  in,andlopr^ 

vide  for  the  survey  and  disposal  of  pobs; 

lands  in        -        -         ... 
read  the  seeond  time,  and  referred    - 
reported  with  amendments 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
a  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repremt 

atives  concerning  the  Indians  in  tbeTc 

ritory  ofi  read        -         -        .      . 
read  the  second  time 
reported  without  amendments  - 
laid  on  the  table        .... 
a  bill  from  the  HoiMe  of  RepreKotitiTcs 

for  laying  oat  certain  roads  in  dw  Ton 

tory  of,  read  ----- 

referred    ------ 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bm<1iib<! 

Canals-        -        •         .        .      . 
reported  without  amendment     - 
laid  on  the  table       .... 
Floumoy,  Alfred,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  p(& 

tion  of,  referred     »        •        .      - 
a  bill  to  commute  the  pension  of,  read 
read  the  second  time - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 

Ford,  Mahlon,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  tii 

ministrators  of       -        .       .*      • 

referred    -.--.- 

reported  without  amendments  - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Fordham,  Richard,  Mr.  Noble  presented  tbe  p( 

tition  of,  referred   .        .       .      - 

committee  thereon  discharged   - 

Foreign  Coins,  a  memorial  of  the  LegialBtQR 

of  Louisiana  on  the  subject  of,  oiled  s^ 

and  referred  .----• 

committee  thereon  discharged  - 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  a  lese- 
lution  as  to  the  expediency  of  sdmitti&f 
the  silver  coins  of  Mexico  as  a  csncacr 
of  the  United  States  at  par  value  • 
agreed  to  -        -        -        -        -       - 

committee  thereon  discharged  - 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  ReprcsentatiTee  tj 
continue  the  aa  to  regulate  the  cimtacr 
of  certain,  in  the  United  Stales,  read    • 
read  the  second  time,  and  refeired    - 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
passed 
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XIV 


SeaaU  Prooeedinfft  tutd  Debatu, 


iign  Coins^-coDtinaed.  Page. 

a  bill  from  the  Hoaae  of  ReprefiootatiTM 

making  the  gold  coini  of  Great  Britain, 

France,  Spain,  and  Portugal  receivable 

in  paymenta  on  account  of  public  landa, 

read     -        - 277 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  378 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  .  286 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  300 
passed      .......     316 

iign  Commerce  of  the  United  States,  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
transmitting  statements  of  the,  read       -     130 
lign  Relations,  standing  Committee  on,  ap< 

pointed 22 

so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re« 

lates  to,  referred  to  the  Committee  on     -      26 
est,  Joseph,  the  petition  of,  called  up,  and 

referred         --..-.      31 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read        ...      56 
read  the  second  time  -        -        -        -      64 

further  consideration  postponed  •        -      76 

reewned,  and  the  bill  laid  on  the  tabl»        -      96 
considered,  and  postponed         ...    286 
bill  rejeeted       ......    345 

ifieations,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  sabaat- 
ted  a  reaolution  as  to  the  ecpediency  of 
erecting,  on  St.  Mary's  river  •        -        -126 
agreed  to  ......    129 

a  resolution  reported  by  Mr.  Williams,  of 
Tennessee,  requesting  information  of  the 
President  as  to  the  plan  of  the,  proposed 
to  be  erected  on  said  river      ...    268 
agreed  to-        -        -        -        >        .        .     268 

a  bill  from  the   House  of  Representatives 
making   appropriations  for  certain,   for 

1823,  read 277 

referred    -         -         -         ....     277 
reported  without  amendments    •        -        -316 
considered,  read  the  third  time,  and  pasted     322 
esses  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  gradual  armament 
of  the  new,  read,  and  referred        -        -     188 
reported  without  amendment     ...    286 
indefinitely  postponed       ....    292 
Hr.  Chandler  submitted  a  resolution  ask* 
ing  information  of  the  Preaident  respect- 
ing the  number  of  cannon,  mortars,  dtc., 
necessary  for  the  armament  of  the         -     183 

igreed  to  -    • 186 

I  Message  with  the  report  of  the  Secretary 

of  War  in  reply 236 

etter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the 

subject  of  the  armament  of  the,  read      -     193 
r,  Henry  6.     (See  Waiky,  Samuel  H,) 
:e,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution  call* 
ing  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for 
n  statement  respecting  commerce  witb^ 
from  1814  to  1820  -        -        -         -       28 

nodified,  and  agreed  to  •  -  •  -  89 
I  Message  transmitting  the  report  of  the 

Secretary  in  reply  -  -  -  .  .  148 
irdered  to  be  printed  -  -        -     149 

Message  transmitting  copies  of  the  conven- 
tion of  commerce  and  navigation  with    •     266 
t  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 

carrying  said  convention  into  effect,  read  277 
ead  the  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  278 
eported  without  amendment  ...  286 
ead  the  third  time,  and  passed  -    318 


Page. 
Frauds,  a  bill  for  the  punishment  of,  on  the  De- 
partmenU,  read  the  first  and  second  time, 

and  referred -188 

reported  without  amendments  ...    2OO 
ordered  to  the  third  readingk      ...     290 
returned  with  amendments,  concurred  in   -    320 
French,  British,  and  Spanish  land  titles.    (See 

Lomttana^^^MiuQuru) 
French  Spoliations^  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  for  referving  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  the  peti- 
tion of  Joseph  Emerson  and  others,  for 
indemnity  on  account  of,  with  instruc- 
tions, dec 73 

laid  on  the  table 76 

taken  up,  and  considered  -        •  -     103 

negatived 104 

**  Fulton,  Robert,"  Mr.  Van  Buren  presented  the 
memorial  of  D.  Dunham  praying  that  cer- 
tain privileges  may  be  conferred  on  the 
steamship,  referred        ....    2OO 
coramittae  thereon  discharged    ...    272 

O. 

Qaillard,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  attended  9 

elected  President  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate    254 
address  on  taking  the  chair        ...    264 
Gaillard,  Theodore.     (See  Bay,  Eiihu  HalL) 
Gales   d(  Seaton,  Mr.  Lowrie  submitted  a  re- 
solution  for  paying,  for  eight  thousand 
copies  of  the  President's  Message  for  the 
years  1821  and  1822,  read     -  -     266 

read  the  second  time  ....    269 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -        .     292 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .    298 

elected  printers  for  the  Senate  -        .        -     277 
Gamble,  William,  Mr.  Dickerson  presented  the 

memorial  of,  refeired      ....      64 
committee  thereon  discharged    ...    226 
Gatty,  George,  Mr.  Barton  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred I86 

committee  thereon  discharged    ...    269 
Gautrais,  Marie  Louise  de  la,  the  petition  of,    * 

called  up,  and  referred   -        •        -        -      31 
Gautraii,  Don  Harpin  de  la,  a  bill  for  the  relief 

of  the  heirs  of,  read        -        .        .        .     196 
read  the  second  time  ....    227 

laid  on  the  Ubie 288 

General  Post  Office,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  authorizing  the  Postmas- 
ter General  to  pay  for  repairs  to  the,  and 
to  keep  the  engioe-lionse,  engine,  dtc,  in 

repair 292 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  293 
reported  without  amendment  ...  297 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -     321 

Georgetown,  D.  C,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
reeentatives  to  repeal  part  of  an  aet  of 
Maryland  in  1784  in  relation  to,  read  -  43 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  -  •  44 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  46 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -  75 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .       94 

Georgia  Militia  Claims,  Mr.  Ware  submitted  a 
resolution  relative  to  the  expediency  of 
providing  for  the  final  settlement  of  the      37 
agreed  to  -----        .      39 

report  thereon  in  full,  read  and  ordered  to 
be  printed     --.-..      73 
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Georgia  Militia  Claims— continaed.  Page, 

considered  and  postponed  -         97,  1S7,  130,  160 


160 
174 
18S 
184 
196 
SOO 


155 

166 
176 


considered 

resolution  agreed  to  - 

a  bill  directing  payment  of  the,  read 

read  the  second  time 

yeas  and  nays  on  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Gerry,  Elbridge,  Mr.  Lloyd  of  Massachnsetts 
gave  notice  of  a  bill  for  erecting  a  monn- 
ment  to,  in  burial  ground  at  Washington 

the  bill  introduced,  and  read  the  first  and 
second  time  -.-... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Gold  Coins.    (See  Foreign  Coins,) 
Government,  a  bill  from  Uie  House  of  Represen- 
tatives making  partial  appropriations  for 
the  support  of,  for  1823  ... 

read 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred    - 

reported  without  amendment,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passea   -        -        .        .        . 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresenUttves 
making  appropriations  ibr  the  support  of, 
for  the  year  1823  .....    355 

read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  referred    867 

reported  with  an  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

passed       ....... 

returned  with  amendments  to  the  amend- 
ment, concurred  in 
Government  Depositee  in  Banks,  report  of  the 
Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  on  the  sub- 
ject of 


94 
97 
98 

99 


270 
300 
316 


-  317 


301 


H. 


Haley,  Thomas,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   •        -       .        .        -      43 
committee  thereon  ditcharged    •        -        -     127 
Harris,  Richard.    (See  Farrow,  Nimrod.) 
Harrison,  Samuel,  agent  for  the  heirs  of  Captain 

Jonathan  Carver,  petition  of,  referred    -       97 
report  of  the  committee  in  full,  read,  and 
•    ordertid  to  be  printed      ....     153 
concurred  in     -        -        -        -        .        .     159 
Hernandez,  Joseph  M.,  (delegate  fipom  Florida,) 
the  President  communicated  a  represen- 
tation from,  read,  and  referred.        -        .    244 
Hicks,  George.     (See  Assistants,) 
Higbtower,  Cspt  Richard,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read  -  261 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  •  -  265 
reported  without  amendment  ...  268 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...     300 

P«"i«d 316 

Hodgson,  Rebecca,  Mr.  Barbour  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred  -        -      88 

unfavorable  report  agreed  to      -        -        -      39 
Hodgson,  Samuel,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  -        -      38 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  •        •        -    131 

read  the  second  time  -        -        .        -     146 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        -        -    151 
passed       .......     157 

Hogan,  John  B.,  a  bill  from  thb  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  the  firs^ 
and  second  time,  and  referred         •        •    266 
reported  without  amendment     ...    273 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    300 
passed      ••.....    310 


w 

M 

!2 


.!| 


ti 


It 


Holmes,  David,  of  Miasissippi,  attended    -      •    1 
Holmes,  John,  of  Maine,  attended    -        .      .    ) 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  snpprcaaioi 

of  piracy. 5t  i 

on  the  bill  Ibr  the  relief  of  Robert  Pordf   -    « 
on  imprisonment  for  debt  -        .      -  J 

on  an  amendment  to  the  CoastitntioD  re- 
specting the  election  of  Prendeot  asd 

Vice  President S 

speech  of,  on  the  same       ... 

Hooker,  Samuel  F.,  the  petitions  oi,  called  sp 
and  referred  ..... 

a  bill  for  the  relief  oC  read 

read  the  second  time  ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

passed       ...... 

returned  with  amendments 
concurred  in     -        •        -        -        - 
committee  discharged  from  the  farther  coa- 
sideration  of  a  petition  of       -        - 

Howell,  Samuel,  Mr.  Dickerson  pfesented  tke 

petition  of,  referred        ... 
committee  thereon  discbaiged    - 

Huber,  Henry,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlaj  presented 
the  petition  of  referred  ... 
committee  thereon  dischariged    - 

Humphrey,  Alexander  and  Sylvester,  tbe  Presi- 
dent communicated  the  petitioo  of.  re«4 
and  referred  ..... 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  read  - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
passed       ...... 

Hyde,  James,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  tbd  relief  of 
read  .-.-.. 

read  the  second  time,  and  /eferred    - 
committee  discharged  from  the  further  esc 
sideration,  and  the  bill   referred  to  tbe 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary   - 

I. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt,  a  bill  to  abolisfa.  re- 
ported, read  a  first  and  second  time,  ud 

referred         -        -        -        -       -       -  S 

reported  without  amendment,  and  pos^ooed  3 
taken  up,  and  again  postponed  .       -       - 

considered  and  laid  over    -        .       .       .  ti 

taken  up,  and  again  postponed  -       .       .  IX 
consideration  resumed       -      105,  107,  IS7.  Id 

laid  on  the  table        -        -        .       .       -  !]f 

consideration  resumed       -        ...  IS 

laid  on  the  Uble 1« 

taken  up,  and  referred  to  a  select  eoDoutice  I^ 

new  bill  reported  and  read        -       -       *  1^ 

laid  on  tbe  table        -        -        .       .       .  S« 

Indiana,  the  President  communicated  a  memo- 
rial of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Sta&e 
of,  praying  a  different  organisation  of  the 
United  States  court  in  said  Stite^  re- 
ferred     >' 

committee  thereon  discharged  -  -   ^^ 

Indians,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Pohisc 
Lands  on  the  Message  of  the  Preaideat 
and  documenta  accompanying  it,  giving 
information  in  regard  to  certain,  eoBcaired 
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Senate  Proctedings  and  Lebatea, 


ans — oontinaed.  P»ge. 

Mr.  RagglM  Bubmitted  a  resolation'of  in* 
qairj  as  to  the  expediency  of  an  appro- 
priation for  purchasing  the  title  of  certain, 
to  three  tracts  of  land  in  Tascaroras 
county,  Ohio  -  -  -  -  -  267 
a  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representa- 

tiTes  concerning  the  Florida,  read  -  -  274 
read  the  second  time  ....  278 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  287 
laid  on  the  table 318 

in  Affairs,  standing  Committee  on,  appointed      2S 
in  Reservation.     (See  Wea  Indians.) 

in  Title,  Mr.  Barton  submitted  a  resolution 
as  to  the  expediency  of  making  an  appro- 
priation to  enable  the  President  io  extin- 
guish the,  to  a  certain  tract  of  country 
on  the  Missouri  river     ...        -     149 
agreed  to-        -        -        -        -        -        -     166 

a  message  transmitting  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Georgia,  and  a  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri,  relative  to 
the  extingnishment  of  the,  to  lands  in 

thoeeSutee 193 

report  laid  on  the  table      ....    324 
Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion asking  information  of  the  President 
respecting  the  quantity  of  land  in  Georgia 
to  which  the,  has  been  extinguuhed       -     198 

agreed  to- 201 

a  message  with  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

War  in  reply 236 

DrdereJ  to  be  printed        ....    S44 

nal  looprovements.  (See  Amendment  to 
the  Constitution.) 

id  Pensioners,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives concerning  ...    292 
read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  referred    293 
reported  without  amendment     ...    299 
indefinitely  postponed       -        -        -        -321 

J. 

ey,  Joseph,  the  petition  o^  called  up,  read, 

and  referred  ......  23 

id  verse  report  thereon       .        -        -        -31 

»>ncurred  in     ------  36 

rote  reconsidered       .....  39 

report  laid  on  the  table      ....  42 

considered  and  postponed  -        ->        .        .  73 

aid  on  the  Ubie 74 

taken  up,  considered,  and  agreed  to  -        -  77 

ion,  Richard  M.,  of  Kentucky,  attended    -        9 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  aboliah  imprison- 
ment for  debt         -        -        -        •        26,  26 
ipeedi  of,  on  said  bill        -        -        -        -     107 
ipeech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  George 

Shannon 179 

em  arks  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  the 
courU  of  the  United  States    ...    236 

ion,  Henry,  of  Louisiana,  attended   -        -        9 

ipeech  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  a 
mail  road  from  New  Orleans  to  Nashville     181 

emarks  of,  on  his  resolution  concerning  a 
survey  of  Louisiana  lands      -        -        -     177 

>n  the  bill  concerning  Louisiana  land  titles 

181,  274 

Ipeech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Far- 
row die  Harris 294 


Page. 
Johnson,  Henry,  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -        -        -        -      96 
committee  thereon  discharged   -        -        -     167 
Journals  of  Congress,  Mr.  Lowrie  gave  notice 
of  a  resolution  ifor  printing  the,  from  Sep- 
tember, 1774,  to  November,  1786  -        -     189 
resolution   introduced,  read  the  first  and 

second  time,  and  referred        -        -        -    190 
reported  without  amendment    ...    200 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    267 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    269 
amendments  by  the. House  of  Representa- 
tives disagreed  to  -        -        -        -  322 
the  House  of  Representatives  insist  on  their 
amendments,  and  the  Senate  adhere  to 
their  disagreement      ...            .    823 
Judiciary,  standing  Committee  on  the,  appointed      23 
Judiciary  System,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
submitted  a  resolution  respecting  the  ex- 
pediency of  modifying  the,  so  as  to  make 
it  uniform     -        -        -        •        •        -      29 

agreed  to 31 

committee  discharged        ....    287 
resolution  requesting  the  Attorney  General 
to  report  at  the  next  session  modifications 
to  improve  the       -        -        •        -        -    293 

disagreed  to 298 

Justices  of  the  Peace.  (See  District  of  Co- 
iumbia») 

K. 

Kelly,  'William,  appointed  Senator  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  Alabama,    in   place  of  John 
Walker,  was  qualified,  dec.    .        .        -     147 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions 279 

Kentucky,  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the 
district  court  in,  read  the  first  and  second 

time 261 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    290 
King,  Ruftts,  of  New  York,  attended        .        .        9 
King,  WilUam  R.,  of  Alabama,  attended  •        •      36 
credentials  of,  communicated     ...     164 
Knight,  Nehemiah   R.,  of  Rhode  Island,  at- 
tended  9 

credentials  of,  presented    •        •        -        -    268 
Knowles,  Seth,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 146 

committee  thereon  discharged  -        -        -    816 

L. 

Land  Office,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion calling  on  the  Commissioner  of  the, 
to  communicate  reports  of  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  for  the  adjustment  of 
land  claims  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans 
and  State  of  Louisiana  -        -        -        -      40 

agreed  to 41 

letter  of  the  Commissioner,  with  the  reports, 
read --46 

Lanman,  James,  of  Connecticut,  attended        -        9 

Larrabee,  John  8.,  and  others,  sureties  of  Wal- 
ter Sheldon,  Mr.  Seymour  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred        -        -        -        -      77 

Lawrence,  Eleanor,  Mr.  King  of  New  York 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  of  War        -        -     106 
report  of  the  Secretary  read,  and  referred  -    189 
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Lawrence,  Sleanor — continaed.  Page, 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  the  firtft  and  sec- 
ond time 198 

amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading    201 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        .         .    234 
Laws  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  purchase  of  five  hundred  and  fiAy 
copies  of  the  sixth  volume  of  the,  pub- 
lished by  Davis  &  Force,  read        -        -       29 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     -        -      32 
reported  without  amendment     ...     103 
considered,  and  amended  -        -        •        -     147 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       •        -        -     150 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        .157 
Laws  of  the  several  States,  Mr.  Barton  submit- 
ted a  resolution  as  to  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  an    interchange  of  the,  by 
mail,  free  of  postage  -        -        -      74 

agreed  to 93 

report  thereon 297 

agreed  to  -        - 316 

Lead  Mines,  Mr.  Barton  submitted  a  resolution 
respecting  the  expediency  of  further  pro- 
visions for  regulating  the  leasing  and 
working  of  the      •        -        -        -        .      25 

agreed  to 27 

so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
lates to  the,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands 29 

Lead  Mine  Districts,   Mr.  Benton  laid  on  the 

table  sundry  maps  and  plans  of  the         -    261 
Lead  Mine  and  Salt  Spring  Lands.     (See  Pub- 

Ue  LmuU.) 
Lee,  Richard  Bland,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the 

petition  of,  read 174 

committee  thereon  discharged    •        .        .    322 
Lee,  Henry,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Reprenen- 

tativea  for  the  relief  of,  read  ...  244 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  •  -  252 
reported  without  amendment  ...  286 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  300 
passed  .....  •  .  3t6 
Library  of  Congress,  appointment  of  a  Commit^ 

tee  on  the  pari  of  Senate  respecting  the      24 
Light  Vesaeia,  Mr.  Rodney  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion as  to  the  expediency  of  fixing,  in  the 
Bay  of  Delaware  -        -        ...      99 

agreed  to -> 104 

(See  Floating  Lights,) 
Lighthouse,  a  bill  for  erecting  a,  on  Cape  Re- 
main, read 157 

read  the  second  time         ....     174 
new  bill  substituted  -        .        .        .        ^    269 


ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
returned  with  amendmenta,  concurred  in  - 
Lindsay,  Jacob,  Mr.  King  of  Alabama  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  .... 
committee  report  a  bill  granting  a  pre- 
emption right  to  certain  quarter  sections 
of  land  in  Alabama        .        .        .        . 
(See  Alabama.') 
Lloyd,  Edward,  of  Maryland,  attended 
Lloyd,  James,  Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     .        .        .        ^        . 
the  Committee  of  Claims  discharged,  and 
the  petition  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Military  Afifairs 

unfavorable  report*  read     .... 
laid  on  the  table 


27C 
289 
317 

43 


99 


55 


40 


56 
189 
190 


Loans  for  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Eaton  enbmitted  1 
resolution  requesting  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  report  whether  any  and  wbst 
loans  have  heen  made  to  individaali  or 
banking  institutions 

considered         ... 

modified  and  adopted 

report  of  the  Secretary,  reed 

ordered  to  be  printed 

the  report  in  full 

Louisiana,  a  bill  to  enable  the  holders  of  Frnttk 

British,  and  Spaniah  titles  to  lands  in  tk 

State  of,  to  institute  prooeediags  te  try  ti* 

validity  of  the  same,  reported,  and  rnsl 

resd  the  second  tioM,  Mid  referred 

reported  with  amendments 

consideration  postponed     ... 

resumed 

again  postponed        .... 

laid  on  the  table        .... 

considered         ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reediag 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Tnasaiy 
with  reports  respecting  acta  tor  the  ai^art- 
ment  of  land  clatms  in,  read,  aad  refimd 

Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  reoolatiott  lespaet- 
ing  the  expediency  of  oanstng  pnMic  laadi 
and  private  land  daima  in,  to  be  sorvfTsd 

considered         ...... 

agreed  to  -        -         -        -        ... 

a  bill  to  continue  the  seventh  sectioB  of  the 
act  supplementary  to  the  acts  adjamas 
claims  to  lands  in,  read  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments 

considered  an|f  postponed  - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreeentativei  bt 
the  better  organisation  of  the  district  csort 
of  the  United  States  in  - 

read  and  referred 

repotted  without  aaendmenfr 

read  the  third  time    - 

passed      .... 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreaenfealivcs  pro- 
viding for  the  examination  of  tides  to  laa^ 
in,  situated  between  the  Rio  Hondo  tai 
Sabine  rivers,  read         .        .        .       . 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amend  nenta    • 

read  the  third  time,  and 
Low,  John,  Mr.  Holmes  of 
petition  of,  referred 

committee  thereon  discharged    - 
Lowrie,  Walter,  of  PeDOsy^wiia,  attanded 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution 
loans  for  the  Treasury  - 

on  the  Revolutionary  penaion  bill 


Macon,  Kadianiel,  of  North  Carolina,  atundfJ 

remarks  o(  on  the  bill  to  aboliah  impiisofi' 

ment  for  debt        .        .        .        .       • 

Macpherson,  Joseph  S.,  Mr.  Findlaj  preseatod 

the  petition  of,  referred  .        .        .      • 

unfavorable  report  read     .        -        .       • 

laid  on  the  table        .        .        .        .      • 


-   .-1 
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acpheraon,  Joseph  S. — continued.  "Pmge, 

leport  recommitted    -        -        -        .        -    254 
adverse  report  •--...     268 
concurred  in     -----        -    273 

ail,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  a 
resolution  respecting  certain  measures  for 
facilitating  the  conveyance  of  the  -        •     128 
taken  up  and  considered    -        -        -        -     131 

agreed  to 133 

Mr.  Holmes  submitted  a  resolution  as  to  the 
expediency  of  conveying  the  principal, 
from  Washington  eastward  in  steamboats     149 
agreed  to  •        ------     J55 

a  bill  for  clearing  and  improving  certain 
roads  for  facilitating  the  transportation 
of  the,  read  the  first  and  second  time  -  255 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  290 
Mr.  Johnson  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Louisiana,  in  relation  to  a 
route  from  Washington  to  Xew  Orleans, 
laid  on  Ihe  Uble 268 

aine  and  New  Hampshire,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  alter  the 
time  of  holding  the  circuit  court  in  the 
districts  of,  read  the  first  and  second  time, 
and  referred  -  '     -        -        -        -    273 

reported  without  amendment    ...    276 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -317 

laps,  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  submitted  a  res- 
olution directing  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Land  Office  to  cause  certain,  to  be  pre- 
pared and  laid  before  the  Senate  at  the 

next  session 287 

modified  so  aa  to  make  the  call  oo  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  and  agreed  to     -    898 

Marine  Hospital,  Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  sandry  merchants  and  others,  of 
Richmond,  praying  the  erection  of  a,  in 
that  district,  read  and  referred        .        .      22 
adverse  report  ------    272 

laid  on  the  table 276 

arttn«  John,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     ....        -       74 
(See  Walker,  Samuel.) 

aryland,  Mr.  Smith  presented  a  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of,  approving  the  policy 
of  the  Government  in  relation  to  mea- 
sures for  defence,  read  and  laid  on  the 

Uble 106 

Mr.  Smith  presented  a  resolation  oi^  on  the 
subject  of  internal  improvement,  read 
and  laid  on  the  table       -        -        -  156 

ayhew,  Thaddeus,  a  bill  ftom  the  Hoom  of 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of      -        -    292 
read  and  referred      -----    293 
reported  without  amendment,  and  laid  on 
the  table 323 

cAUister,  John,  Mr.   Holmes  presented  the 

memorial  of,  referred     •        -        -        -     160 
committee  thereon  discharged  -        •        .    292 

eClung,  James,  Mr.  Benton  presented  the  pe- 
tition 0^  referred  -----  97 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -  -  -  128 
read  the  second  time  ....  131 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -  151 
passed      -------  157 

itlvaune.  Rev.  Charles,  elected  Chaplain        -  22 

17th  Con.  2d  Se88.-46 


278 
286 
319 


40 

-  41 
.     164 

186,  193 

-  197 


225 
227 
286 


47 


73 

75 

93 

106 


Page. 
McNeill,  A.  F.,  Mr.  Macon  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     .....      32 

adverse  report -     102 

laid  on  the  Uble 106 

concurre<l  in-        -        -        -        -        -150 

Measurer,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  abolish  the  office  of,  read  and 
referred 

leporUd  without  amendment    -        -        - 

considered,  and  indefinitely  postponed 
Mechanics*  Bank  of  Alexandria,   a  bill  to  ex« 
tend  tbe  charter  of,  introduced 

read  and  referred      -        .        . 

reported  with  amendment 

considered  and  postponed  - 

laid  on  the  table        ... 

consideration  resumed 

yeas  and  nays  on  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Mr.  Barbour  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Alexandria, 
that  the  charter  may  not  be  extended 
except  on  cerUin  conditions  therein 
named,  referred 

Merchandise,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
senUtives  to  regulate  the  entry  of,  im- 
ported from  adjacent  territory 
read         --.--.. 
referred    ------. 

reported  with  amendmente 

considered  and  postponed  -        -        •     150,  175 

amendmente  proposed        •        -        -        -     185 

bill  laid  on  the  table 186 

referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Finance       •    227 
reported  with  a  further  amendment  •        -    244 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    300 
passed      --..---    315 
Merrill,  Daniel,  Mr.  Chandler  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -        -        -        -        -     149 
reported,  with  a  resolution  authorizing  him 
to  withdraw  his  papers,  dtc.  ... 
Message,  the  President  s  annual,  read  in  full    • 
three  thousand  copies  ordered  to  be  printed 
Mr.  Holmes  submitted  a  resolution  for  re- 
ferring the  subjecte  of,  to  appropriate  com- 
mittees        -.-... 

agreed  to 

Mexico,  Mr.  Brown,  of  Ohio,  submitted  a  reso- 
lution,  requesting  information  of  the  Pre- 
sident respecting  the  present  condition  of 
laid  on  the  table  .  •  •  .  . 
(See  Foreign  Coins,) 
Michigan,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresenU- 
tives  to  continue  the  acta  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  land  claims  in  the  Territory  of, 
read  .-----. 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
reported,  with  amendmente  •  •  - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  .  .  - 
passed  --..--- 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresenUtives,  to 
provide  for  the  appointment  of  an  addi. 
tional  judge  for  the  Territory  of  - 
read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendmente   .        .        - 

laid  on  the  Uble 

taken  up,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading 
passed 


192 
12 
21 


32 
36 


262 
265 


75 

93 

156 

245 

252 


94 
97 
130 
151 
155 
158 
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Michigan — coDtinued.  Page, 

a  bill  from  the  Hoase  of  Representatives  to 
amend  the  acts  of  Congress  for  the  gor- 
ernment  of  the  Territory  of,  read    -        -    277 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred    -        -    378 
reported  without  amendment     .        -        .     287 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...     300 

passed 316 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
to  establish  additional  land  offices  in       -    292 

read,  and  referred 293 

reported  without  amendment    ...    297 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -    321 
Military  Academy,  the  Secretary  of  W^r  direct- 
ed to  report  at  the  next  session  the  amount 
of  expenses  on  account  of  the,  for  one 
year,  ending  September,  1823         •        -    315 
Military  Affairs,  standing  Committee  on,  ap- 
pointed   22 

Military  Establishment,  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  respecting  expenditures  in 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the,  read       -     154 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the,  for  the 
year  1823,  taken  up,  and  considered      -     318 

passed 319 

(See  Military  Service,) 

Military  Service,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives making  appropriations  for 
the,  for  1823,  read  the  first  and  second 

time,  and  referred 266 

reported  without  amendment    ...     272 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...     300 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
making  further   appropriations  for   the, 
read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  refer- 
red         273 

reported  with  amendments        ...    286 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -     317 
amendments  disagreed  to,  and  Senate  re- 
ceded     317 

Militia,  standing  Committee  on,  appointed        -      22 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  clothing  the,  when  called  into  service 
of  the  United  States       -        -        •        •      39 

read 42 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred      >        -      44 
reported  without  amendments    ...    226 

considered -    298 

laid  on  the  table 299 

a  message,  transmitting  general  returns  of 
the,  of  the  several  Stales  and  Territories     274 
Militia  Fines.     (See  Virginia  J) 

Mills,  Elijah  H.,  of  Massachusetts,  attended       •      23 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  abolish  imprison- 
ment for  debt 127 

Mint,  the  President  communicated  the  annual 

report  of  the  operations  of  the,  read  -  47 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
further  to  prolong  the  continuance  of  the, 
at  Philadelphia,  read  ....  277 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  277 
reported  without  amendment  ...  286 
considered,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading    301 

passed 316 

Missouri,  Mr.  Barton  presented  the  petition  of 
citizens  of  Liilard  and  Ray  counties,  pray- 
ing a  division  of  Howard  land  district, 
and  the  establishment  of  an  additional 
land  office,  read,  and  referred  •        -      23 


r. 

'C 
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Is 
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? 
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Missouri — continued.  P19 

a  bill  to  remit  to  the  State  of,  the  poctife 

on  certain  law  books,  read 
read.the  second  time,  and  referred 
a  bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  offia 

in,  read  the  first  and  second  time    * 
postponed  ..... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

passed 

returned  with  amendments 
concurred  in      -        -        -        -       - 
Mr.  Benton  presented  a  reaolntion  of  the 
Legislature  of,  praying  a  tribuosi  ibr  tke 
settlement  of  unconfirmed   land  daijiii, 
and  also  for  a  duty  on  imported  lead,  r- 
ferred    ----.-. 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  recorder  of  Und  titia 
in,  to  examine  the  number  and  state  of 
unconfirmed   French  and   Spanish  hoi 
claims  in,  and  report  thereon  at  the  out 
session,  read  the  first  and  second  tioie 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Mitchell,  John,  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland  preseot 
ed  the  petition  of^  referred 
Committee  of  Claims  discharged,  aad  tb 
petition   referred   to   the  Committee  oc 
Finance        ..-«.-. 
adverse  report  concurred  in        •       .      - 

Mobile,  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  presented  a  mt- 
morial  of  the  Alabama  Legislature,  prij- 
iug  a  completion  of  the  works  of  dekaa 
of,  read  and  referred       -        ... 
committee  thereon  discharged    -       •      • 
Moore,  Phebe,  Mr.  Dickerson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   -         -         ... 
Moore,  Alfred  and  Sterling  Orgain,  Mr.  Kelij 
presented  the  memorial  of,  referred 
committee  thereon  discharged    - 
Montgomery,  Alexander,  a  petition  in  beh«if  of 
the   legal   representatives  of,  called  op. 
read,  and  referred  -        -       .      - 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  read 
read  the  second  time  -         ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Repreecata* 
tives  concurred  in  -        •        -       •      * 
Morril,  David  L.,  of  New  Hampshire,  stteode^ 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  Rervis* 
lionary  i>ensions    -        .        -       -      - 

Morrison,  James,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentackj  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
unfavorable  report  made  and  reoorafflittcd 
reported    -.---- 
postponed  ..... 

resumed  and  postponed     .        .       • 
laid  on  the  table        .        .        .       - 
oonaidered  and  postponed 
considered         ..... 
motion  to  reverse  the  report  agreed  to,  aa^ 
the  committee  instructed  to  bring  in  a  baS 
for  the  relief  of      -        -        -       -      * 
bill  reported,  read  the  first  and  second  tiae 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representativeffii 
the  relief  of,  read  the  first  aad  secoe<i 
time,  and  referred  ...        -      * 
reported  without  amendment     - 
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ison,  JaoiM — continued. 

bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading 

passed       ---.... 

a  certificate  of  General  Harrison  respecting 
the  claim  of,  read  -        .        -        .        * 

:y,  Amos,  and  Benjamin  White,  a  biU  for 
the  release  of,  from  imprisonment,  read 
the  first  and  second  time,  and  referred    - 

reported  without  amendment    - 

indefinitely  postponed         -        -        .        . 

N. 

er,  Thomas  and  others,  Mr.  Gaillard  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 

»>mniittee  thereon  discharged     -        -         - 

licz  Hospital,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  a  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  Misiissippi, 
praying  a  donation  of  public  land  for  the 
benefit  of  the,  referred    .... 

Vational  Armory.     (See  Western  Waters,) 

Vational  Road.    (See  Cumberland  Road.) 

I  AfTairs,  standing  Committee  on,  ap- 
pointed ---... 

1  Establishment,  a  message  with  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the 
expense  of  building  cerUin  vessels  of  war, 
and  communicating  a  list  of  officers,  Ac, 
employed  at  each  naval  station,  read      - 

idditional  information  on  the  same  subject 
received,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 

I  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  re- 
specting  expenditure*  and  balance^i  of  ap- 
propriations on  account  of  the,  read,  and 
referred  --.... 

ommittee  thereon  discharged    -        .        - 

i  bill  from  the  House  of  Kepresentatives 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the,  for  the  year  1823     - 

ead  -----.. 

ead  the  second  time,  and  referred     - 

eported  with  amendments        -        .        , 

onsidered  and  postponed  ... 

mended,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading 

assed       -----.. 

[ation,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives to  repeal  the  third  section  of  the 
act  supplementary  to  the  act  concerning, 
read       ----... 

Bad  the  second  time,  and  referred      . 

ommitte^  thereon  discharged,  and  the  bill 
laid  on  the  table     ..... 

Pension  Fund,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  transmitting  a  report  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the,  read,  and  referred 

ommittee  thereon  discharged    ... 

England  Mississippi  Land  Company,  a  re- 
port in  full  of  the  Massachusetts  Direc- 
tors of  the     --.... 

Orleans  to  Nashville,  Mr.  Johnson  submit- 
ted a  resolution  of  inquiry  as  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  repairing  the  mail  route  from 

iken  up,  and  considered  .... 

^reed  to  ---.-. 

STork,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives supplementary  to  the  act  for  the 
better  organization  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  in  the  State  of        •        - 

$ad  the  third  time,  and  referred 

(ported  without  amendment     ... 

lad  the  thir«l  time,  and  pasted 
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NichoUs,  Amos,  Mr.  Chandler  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   -        .        ... 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  the  second  time         .... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Nicholson,  John,  Mr.  Brown  of  J^ouisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
committee  thereon  discharged    ... 
NoUe,  James,  of  Indiana,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  a 
tract  of  land  ceded  by  the  Wea  Indians 
Northaro,  Stephen  T.,  and  others,  distillers  and 
merchants,  Mr.  D' Wolf  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   -        -        -        .        . 
unfavorable  report  read      .... 
concurred  in     -        ....        . 
Northweat  Coast  of  America,  Mr.  Benton  sub. 
mittcd  a  resolution  of  inquiry  as  to  the 
expediency  of  making  an  appropriation  to 
enable  the  President  to  take  and  retain 
possession  of  the  territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  on  the  • 
amended  and.  agreed  to     ...        . 
committee  thereon  discharged    ... 

0. 

O'Brien,  Richard,  Mr.  Lowrte  presented  the  pe- 
tition  of;  praying  a  settlement  of  accounts, 
referred  --.-.. 
Committee  of  Claims  discharged,  and  the 
bill  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations       •-.... 

Odlin,  Samuel,  Mr.  Chandler  presented  the  pe- 
tition o^  referred  ..... 
committee  thereon  discharged    ... 

Ohio  and  Mississippi  River,  a  message  transmit- 
ting a  report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers 
respecting  a  survey  of  the,  read 

Oliver,  Ebenezer,  and  others,  Mr.  Mills  present- 
ed  the  petition  of,  referred      ... 

Orders  of  the  Day,  a  resolution  for  giving  pre- 
cedence in  the,  to  such  bills  as  have  ori- 
ginated in  the  Senate    .... 

Orgain,  Sterling      (See  Moore,  Affred.) 

Orphans'  Court,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  a  memo- 
rial of  Robert  Young  and  Richard  B. 
Lee,  praying  a  revision  of  the  law  in  re- 
lation  to  the  power  and  duties  of  the,  for 
Washington  and  Alexandria  counties, 
read  ---•... 
committee  thereon  discharged    •        .        . 

Owings,  Edward,  Mr.  Williams  of  Tennessee 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred    - 
committee  thereon  discharged    -        -        . 

P. 

Palmer,  William  S.,  of  Vermont,  attended 
Parrott,  John  F.,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended 
Patterson,  William,  and  others,  Mr.   Smith  of 
Maryland  presented  the  memorial  of,  re- 
ferred     45 

committee  thereon  discharged    -        -        .314 
Pearce,    William,   and  others,  Mr.   Lloyd  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -        -      38 
Pearl,  Fredrick,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   •        -        -        «        •      43 
committee  thereon  discharged  127 
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Pearl  River,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Holmea,  of  Mia- 
siasippiy   the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
&c.,  were  inatructed  to  inquire  aa  to  tbe 
expediency  of  making  •  donation  of  landa 
on,  to  be  appropriated  to  improvement  of 
the  navigation  of  -        -        -        -         -       76 

report  made,  with  a  resolution  for  discharg- 
ing the  committee .        .        .        .        •    268 

considered,  aod  postponed         -        -        -     261 
laid  on  the  table        .....    266 

Pelot,  James,  Mr.  Ware  presented  tbe  petition 

of,  referred    •        -        -        -        •        -184 
committee  thereon  discharged    ...    814 
Pennsylvania  Society  for  the  encouragement  of 
domestic  manufactures,  Mr.  Lowrie  pre- 
sented a  memorial  of  the,  praying  a  re- 
vision of  the  tariff,  referred    ...      74 
committee  thereon  discharged    ...    272 
Pensions,  standing  Committee  on,  appointed  -      23 
Mr.  Smith  submitted  a  resolution  directing 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  report  the  nnm- 
ber  of  officers,  &c.,  disabled  in  tbe  war 
of  1812,  who  have  been  placed  on  the 
pension  list  -        -        -   .    •        -        -    276 
agreed  to  ......    288 

report  of  the  Secretary  read       -        •        -    319 
Pensioners,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives concerning  invalid        ...    292 
read,  and  referred     .....    298 

indefinitely  postponed       ....     321 

Peoria,  (Illinois,)  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  confirm  certain  claims  to 
lots  in   the  village  of,  read,  and  referred     100 
reported  without  amendment    -        •        -     167 
considered,  and  postponed  ...     246 

laid  on  the  table        .....    269 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    300 
passed      .......     316 

Perjury,  a  bill  for  the  punishment  of.  (See  P116- 

iic  Accounts*) 
Perry,  Sarah,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     .....     102 

committee  thereon  discharged   -        -        -    816 
Peters,  Samuel,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred       -        -        -        -        -    47 

Petray,  Lewis  A.  (See  Viel,  Jusi.) 
Philadelphia,^  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of,  praying 
the  erection  of  certain  permanent  and 
floating  lights,  referred  -  -  -  >  96 
Mr.  Lowrie  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
same  in  relation  to  an  act  to  regulate  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imporU,  dtc^  re- 
ferred   200 

Piracy,  a  Message  of  the  President  on  the  sub- 
ject of,  in  the  West  Indies  and  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  read,  and  referred        .        .      24 
a  bill  for  the  sappression  of,  reported,  and 

read  the  first  and  second  time        -        •      29 
considered         ----..      82 
laid  on  the  table,  and  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  the  same  purpose, 
read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  de- 
bated     S3 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -      86 
estimatea  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of 
the  additional  force  required  for  the  sup- 
pression of-        -        -        •        .        -30 


Piracy — continued.  k 

a  bill  from  the  Hooae  of  Rcpresnitatinfe- 
thorizing  additional  naval  font  ibt  t^ 
suppression  of,  read 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  ReprcseDtitiinff- 
specting  the  punishment  of,  read  •    •  1 
read  the  second  time,  and  refemd  •    ■  I 
reported  without  amendment   -     •    - 1 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 
Piratical  Vessels.     (See  Ao«fi/y.) 
Pleasants,  James,  of  Virginia,  attended  •    - 
resignation  of  -        -        .... 

Polar  Regions,  Mr.  Roggles  presented  t  petm 
of  a  number  of  the  citixens  of  Ohio,  pric- 
ing the  grant  of  an  outfit  (n  ad  explorjf 
expedition  to  tbe,  laid  on  the  table 
Porter,  Augustus,  and  others,  Mr.  Kiagof  Xn 
York  presented  the  petitioo  od  nknd 
committee  thereon  dischsrged   •      •    - 
Post  Office  Department,  a  letter  from  the  Pse- 
msster  General  transmitting  aitaicott:: 
of  contracts  made  by  the 
(See  General  Post  Office,) 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  a  suadiog  Coosit- 
tee  on,  appointed  -        .       .      .     • 
Post  Roads,  a  bill  from  the  Hou<eof  Repfwf^ 
atives  to  discontinue  certsio,  sod  Ue^ 
tablish  others         -        .       -      •     • 
read,  and  referred      -        .       .      •     • 
reported  with  amendment 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Potomac  Company,  a   commanicaiioo  of  ik 
Governor  of  Maryland  transmittiiif  t^ 
port  of  the  commissiooen  appsioicc  '«> 
examine  the  aflairs  of  the,  retd,  asd  r^ 
ferred    -        -        -        -       -      -     ■ 

committee  thereon  discharged  • 
Pre-emption.     (See  Alabama,) 
President  of  the  United  Sutea,  ooamittM  if 
pointed  to  inform  him  of  readiBc«^&^' 
annual  Message  of  tbe      •       -      • 
committee   appointed   to  iofonn  faia  ^ 
the  Senate  have  completed  tbe  teA^* 
before  them,  and  are  now  retdr  »  *^ 

journ     

President  and  Vice  President    (See  A»eu- 

ment  to  the  Constitution.) 
President  pro  tempore,  Mr.  Van  Bnren  a^^ 
ted  a  motion  for  electing  a    •      * 

election  of  a 

addreasofthe    -        *'*'.. 
committee  appointed  to  noti^  (he  ?wiif^ 
of  the  election        .       -       •      - 
Printer  for  the  Senate,  the  electiea  of     * 
Prise  Agents,  a  resolution  from  the  Hesv  ^ 
RepresenUtives  to  direct  tbe  withhold 
of  the  compensation  of  oertaia,  nsd 
read  the  second  time,  and  refencd  - 
reported  without  amendaeat    • 
read  the  third  time,  aod  paased 
Public  Accounts,  a  bill  from  the  Ewm  »f  ^» 
aentatives  in  addition  to  the  tti  for  tk 
prompt  settlement  of,  and  ^poaioii^ 
of  the  crime  of  peijoiy  -      -      *    ' 
read  the  first  and  second  time,  ud  nie^ 
reported  without  amendment    - 
considered,  amended,  and  postpoacd  • 
resumed  and  postponed     -      *      ' 
recommitted      -        .       .      -      *    ' 
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;  AccounU — continaed.  Page. 

ill  reported  with  emendmenta-  -        -        -  227 

iad  the  third  time,  end  paeeed  -        -        .  299 

{  Buildings,  e  message,  with  the  report  of 

the  Commissioner  of  the        ...  24 

;ad,  and  referred      -        •        •        -        -  25 

bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiYes 

making  appropriations  for  the,  read        -  289 

!ad  the  second  time,  and  referred    -        -  289 

•ported  with  amendments        ...  293 

sad  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        .  318 

!  Debt,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  di- 
rected to  report  at  the  next  session  the 
amount  of  interest  received  or  receivable, 
in  each  State,  on  the     -        -        -        -314 

;  Lands,  standing  Committee  on,  ap- 
pointed   23 

Ir.  Lowrie  submitted  a  resolution  of  in- 
quiry as  to  the  expediency  of  providing 
for  the  sale  of,  on  which  are  lead  mines 
or  salt  springs,  heretofore  reserved  from 
sale        -        -        --        -        .        -97 

greed  to 99 

bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  expose 
for  sale  the,  on  which  are  lead  mines  and 
sfilt  springs,  read  the  first  and  second 

time 147 

ostponed  ......     152 

onsidered,  and  laid  on  the  table        -        -     197 
iken  up,  and  considered  ....     237 

onsidered,  and  laid  on  the  table        -        -    254 

onsidered 291 

lid  on  the  table        .....     292 
f  r.  King  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Alabama,  praying  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  laws  respecting  the  subdivision 
and  sale  of,  referred       -        -        -        -190 
eported 192 

Ir.  Kelly  presented  a  resolution  praying 
that  the  sale  of,  in  Jackson  and  Decatur 
counties,  Alabama,  may  be  deferred,  re- 
ferred   -        - 192 

ommittee  thereon  discharged  .  -        -        •     251 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  designate 
the  boundaries  of  districts,  ana  to  estab- 
lish land  offices  for  the  disposal  of,  in 
Ohio  and  Indiana,  read  ...     259 

ead  the  second  time  ....    261 

rdered  to  the  third  reading        ...    290 

ir.  Barton  submitted  a  resolution  request- 
ing the  President  to  lay  before  the  Senate 
the  originals,  or  copies  of  the  contracts 
for  surveying  the,  in  Illinois,  Missouri, 

and  Arkansas 268 

greed  to 273 

I  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  certain-  foreign  gold  coins  receiv- 
able in  payment  on  account  of,  read       -    277 
ead  the  second  time,  and  referred      -        -    278 
eported  without  amendment    ...    286. 
irdered  to  the  third  reading       ...    300 
massed       -     • -    316 


c  Money,  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  submitted 
a  resolution  respecting  the  expediency  of 
providing  for  the  better  security  of,  in  the 
hands  of  olcrks,  attorneys,  marshals,  dec.       29 

igrced  to 31 

ommittee  thereon  discharged    ...    288 


Public  Money — continued.  Page, 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

concerning  the  disbursements  of     -        -39 
read  -•-...        .42 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred      -        -      44 
reported  with  amendments        -        -        -      74 
amendments  explained  and  agreed  to         -98 
bill  considered  and  postponed    -        -        •131 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...     147 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     149 
Purchasers  of  Public  Lands,  Mr.  Kelly  presented 
a  memorial  of  the  Alabama  Legislature 
praying  further  relief  to,  in  that  State, 
referred  ......     xg^ 

adverse  report  ......    224 

concurred  in     -----        .    226 

Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  memorial  of  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Illinois,  pray- 
ing relief  to  ce/tain        -        -        -        -199 

adverse  report   ......    226 

concurred  in     -----        -    235 

committee  thereen  discharged    -        -        -    262 
a  bill  further  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the 
act  supplemental  to  the  act  for  the  relief 
of,  read  ......    277 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  278 
reported  without  amendment  ...  288 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...     300 

passed -     316 

Purdy,  Robert,  the  petition  of,  called  up,  and  re- 
ferred .--.-..39 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -  -  -  43 
read  the  second  time  -  -  .  -  46 
considered  and  postponed  ....  57 
consideration  resumed,  and  the  circumstan- 
ces of  the  case  explained  -  -  -  66 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -  72 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -      73 

Q- 

Quorum,  the  House  of  Representatives  notified 

of  the  presence  of  a,  in  the  Senate  -        -      10 

R. 

Redemption  of  Lands.     (See  Direct  Tax.) 
ReeUj  James,  surety  of  Joseph  H.  Rees,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the 
relief  of,  read        -        -        -        -        -    201 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     -        -    227 
reported  without  amendment    ...     287 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    300 

passed 316 

Reports    of   the   Supreme   Court.      (See  Su- 
preme Court.) 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  on  the  subject  of,  read,  and 
ordered  to  be'printed      -        -        -        -     198 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the 
subject  of,  read  in  full    -        *        -        -       10 
Revolutionary  Pensioners,  certain  documents  in 
relation  to,  from  the  War  Department, 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed       -        -    274 
the  Secretary  of  War  directed  to  report  at 
the  next  session  the  number  of,  in  each 
State,  on  the  pension  list       ...    316 
Revolutionary  War,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  supplementary  to  the  act 
to  provide  for  persons  engaged  in  land  and 
naval  service  of  the  United  States  in  the, 
read,  and  referred  -        -        -        -        -     182 
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Revolutionary  War — contioned.  Page. 

bill  reporte<l  without  amendment        -        -  189 

considered  and  poatponed  -        -        •        -  268 

considered -  262 

third  reading  negatived  and  the  bill  rejected  264 
motion  to  reoonsider  agreed  to  -  -  •  267 
consideration  of  the  bill  ....  278 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  third  reading  -  -  284 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  289 
non-ooncurrence  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives to  the  fourth  amendment  -  -  289 
consideration  of  the  amendment  -  -  307 
motion  to  postpone  negatived  -  -  -313 
motion  to  insist  on  the  amendment  nega- 
tived       314 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion for  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  to  report  a  bill  to  amend  the  act 
providing  for  persons  engaged  in  the,  so 
as  to  reduce,  ic,  the  amount  of  pensions    262 

laid  on  the  table 265 

bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  ex- 
tending the  time  for  issuing  and  locating 
military  land  warrants  to  officers   and 
soldiers  of  the,  read  the  first  and  second 
time,  and  referred  -•.---    266 
reported  without  amendment    •        -        -    268 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        -        .    300 
passed       .......     316 

Richardson,  Samuel  Q.,  and  others,  Mr.  Johnson 
of  Kentucky  presented  the  petition  of, 
referred         -        -         -        -        -        -154 

adverse  report  thereon       •        -        -        -     196 

Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers.  (See  Louisiana,) 

Riviere,  Francis  V.,  attorney  of  Benjamin  De-  • 
sobry,  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  ....     248 

Roads  and  Canals,  Mr.  Brown,  of  Ohio,  submit- 
ted a  resolution  for  appointing  a  standing 
Committee  on        -----       37 

considered  and  altered  so  as  to  make  it  a  se- 
lect committee,  and  agreed  to         -        -      41 

select  committee  appointed        -        -        -      42 

Roads,   Mr,  Noble  submitted  a  resolution   re- 
specting the  expediency  of  modifying  the 
act  authorizing   the   appointment  of  a 
commissioner  to  lay  out  a  road  therein 
mentioned     ......      44 

agreed  to-        -        -        -        -        -        -46 

a  bill  supplementary  to  the  said  act,  read 

the  first  and  second  time        -        -        -     190 
laid  on  the  table        .....     288 

%  bill  from  the  House  of  Representativea 
for  making  a  road  agreeably  to  the  Treaty 
of  Brownstown,  read  the  first  and  second 

time 99 

reported  without  amendment     ...     149 
considered,  and  postponed  -        -        -     175 

laid  on  the  table  .....  i85 
considered,  and  postponed  •  191,  197,  245 
considered,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  259 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  261 
a  bill  for  clearing  and  improving  certain, 
for  transportation  of  the  mail,  read  the 
first  and  second  time  ....  255 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

for  laying  out  certain  public,  in  Florida    292 
foad,  and  referred 293 


>• 
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Roads — ^continued.  Pt^ 

Committee   oir  Pobtic    Lands   diaciiar^ei 
and  bill  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
Roads  and  Canals  -         -        -      •  !f 

reported  without  amendment     -        •      •  t^ 
laid  on  the  table        ..... 

(See  Post  Roads,) 
Road  from  New  Orieens  to   Nashviik.    (See 

New  Orleans.) 
Robbins,  Prospect  K.,  Mr.  Barton  presented  tbt 
petition  of,  referred        .... 

committee  thereon  discharged    ... 
RoberU,  Charles.     (See  Bay,  EUhu  HaiL) 
Robinson,  Winthrop,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred        .... 

committee  thereon  discharged    - 
Rodney,  Cesar  A.,  of  Delaware,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  for  allowiiif  t 
bounty  for   prisoners  and  vessels  tsiea 
from  pirates  in  the  West  Indies   -       -'4.9 
the   President  communicated  the  resigaa- 
tion  of,  in  consequence  of  his  having  a^ 
cepted  the   appointment  of  Minister  te 
Buenos  Ayres        -         -   -     -        -       - 

Rogers,  John,  a  Cherokee  chief,  Mr.  SeyB»&r 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred  - 
committee  thereon  discharged   -        .      •. 
Ruggles,  Benjamin,  of  Ohio,  attended 
Rules.     (See  Standifig  Rules.) 
Rush,  John,  and  Samuel  Conway,  Mr.  Ban» 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred   - 
committee  thereon  discharged,  nnd  the  pe- 
tition referred  to  the  Committee  ob  Pub- 
lic Lands       ...... 

committee  discharged        .        .        .       • 
Russell,  Joshua,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  tbepe> 

tition  of,  referred  -         -         ...    I 
a  bill  fur  the  relief  of,  read 
read  the  second  time  .        .        .       - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

8. 

Salt  Springs.     (See  Public  Lands,) 

Sayles,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  R^ 

resentatives  for  the  relief  of,  read  • 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment    • 

laid  on  the  table,  and  leave  granted  to  with 

draw  the  petition  and  papers  - 

Second  Comptroller,  letter  from  the  Secretary  d 

War  transmitting  a  report  from  the,  read 

Secretary  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  Eaton  submitted  t 

motion  that  no  clerk  in  the  office  of  the. 

shall  be  entitled  to  act  or  receive  pay  oe- 

til  his  appointment  is  assented  to  by  the 

Senate  -.--.-• 

Senate,  commencement  of  the  session 

Mr.  Eaton  submitted  a  motion  for  g^g 

into  the  election  of  officers  for  the  - 
postponed  ...        .        .       • 

laid  on  the  table        ..... 
adjournment  of  the,  «ttte<2te 
Senators,  attendance  of,   9,  21,  23,  27,  35,  ^  ^ 
Seward,  Daniel,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred    - 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read        -        -      * 
read  the  second  time         -        -        '      '  ^ 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        .  -^ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
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7 moor,  Horatio,  of  Vermont,  attended  -        -        9 
ackelford,  James,  Mr.  King  of  Alabama  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -        -      43 
report  thereon  ---...      99 
(See  Alabama.) 
ain,  Benjamin  I.,  Mr.  Rodney  presented  the 
memorial  of,  complaining  of  outrages  com- 
mitted on  his  person  and  property  at  the 

Havana -      80 

read,  and  referred     .....      3i 
committee  discharged,  and  the  memorial 

referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State   -        -      72 
report  of  the  Secretary,  read      -        -        -     189 
.annon,  George,  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  re- 
ported, and  read 30 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  37 
reported  without  amendment  -  •  -  46 
considered,  and  postponed  •  75,  147,  166 
consideration  resumed  -  •  -  179,  185 
bill  rejected  -  -  -  .  -  -188 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the 
petition  of,  praying  an  increase  of  pen- 
sion, referred 38 

aw,  Robert,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky  pre- 
sented a  document  in  support  of  the  claim 
'  of,  read,  and  referred     -        -        -        -     183 
committee  thereon  discharged   -        -        -    314 

awneetown,  Illinois,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  authorize  the   Com- 
missioner of  the  Land  Office  to  remit  in- 
stalments due  on  certain  lots  in     -        -    292 
read,  and  referred      -        .        .        .        .     293 
reported  with  amendments        ...     297 
read   the  third  time,  and  passed  with  the 

title  amended 321 

eldou,  Walter.  (See  Larrabce^  John  S.) 
k  and  Disabled  Seamen,  Mr.  Barbour  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  sundry  merchants 
and  others  of  Richmond,  praying  for  the 
erection  of  an  hospital  in  that  district 
for  the  relief  of,  read  and  referred  -  -  22 
adverse  report  ...-.-     272 

laid  on  the  table 276 

ipson,  Tobias.    (See  AeaUiante,) 
king  Fund,  report  of  the  Commissioners  of 
the,  read 190 

allwood,  Samuel  N.,  Mr.  Barbour  presented 
the  petition  of,  and  others,  citizens  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  praying  an  amend- 
ment to  the  laws,  referred      -        -        -      47 
adverse  report  ------      66 

concurred  in     ------       64 

tth,  Samuel,  appointed  by  the  Legislature  of 
Maryland  in  the  place  of  William  Pink- 
ney,  deceased,  attended  ...      36 

remarks  of,  on  the  Cumberland  Road  bill  -      92 
on  his  resolutions  concerning  fortifications 

on  St.  Mary's  river        ...        -     129 
remarks  of,  on  the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alex- 
andria          ---.--     226 
tth,  William,  of  South  Carolina,  attended    -        9 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  abolish  imprison- 
ment for  debt 129 

Kigrass,  John.  {See Montgomery,  Alexander,) 
rder,  Abraham,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of   -        •        -     194 
read  the  first  time     -        -        -        -        -     196 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     •        -    227 


Snyder,  Abraham — continued.  Page, 

committee  discharged,  and  the  bill  referred 

to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary         -  285 

reported  without  amendment     ...  276 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  soo 

passed 310 

South  Carolina,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  John  L.  Wilson,  and  other  inhabi- 
tants of,  praying  a  divbion  of  the  State 

into  two  judicial  districts,  referred          -  94 

a  bill  for  that  purpose,  read       ...  149 

read  the  second  time         -        -        •        -  150 

considered,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  189 

passed 189 

returned  with  amendments        ...  324 

concurred  in  with  an  amendment      -        -  226 
Mr.  Smith  presented  a  petition  asking  the 

assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of      -        .  25t 

Southard,  Samuel  L.,  of  New  Jersey,  attended  21 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  abolishing  imprii- 

onment  for  debt     -        -        -        .        -  133 
Spain,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  carrying  into  effect  the  ninth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  the  22d  February,  1819, 

between  the  United  States  and,  read      -  292 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred     -        -  293 

•  reported  with  amendments        ...  297 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        .  821 

Stamps,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

respecting,  read    -        .        .        .        .  270 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     •        .  270 
reported  without  amendment     ...  276 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  300 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  316 
Standing  Committees,  the  appointment  of         -  22 
Standing  Rules,  Mr.  Rodney  submitted  an  addi- 
tion to  the,  in  relation  to  private  bills      -  47 
read  the  second  time,  and  laid  on  the  table  56 
Staniford,  Thomas,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         ....  287 
St.  Domingo,  Mr.  Holmes  submitted  a  resolution 
asking  information  of  the  President  re- 
specting commercial  relations  with  the 
Government  of-        •        •        -        •45 

agreed  to -48 

Message  of  the  President  in  answer  -        -  285 

Stemburg,  Herkimer,  and  others,  committee  dis- 
charged from  consideration  of  the  petition 

of 287 

Stevens,  Ebenezer,  Mr.  Van  Buren  presented 
the  memorial  of,  read  and  laid   on  the 

table 21 

referred    ----..-25 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  -        -        -  42 

read  the  second  time          •        -        -        -  44 

laid  on  the  table        •        -        -        -        .  67 

taken  up,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  155 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  158 

returned  with  amendments,  concurred  in  -  320 
Stiles,  John  S.,  executor  of  George  Stiles,  Mr. 
Smith  of  Maryland  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred -  243 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read          ...  290 
Stockton,  Robert  F.,  Mr.  Mills  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   -        -        -        -        -  196 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  the  first  and 

second  time  ----.-  264 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -  291 

Stokes,  Montfort,  of  North  Carolina,  attended    •  36 
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Stone,  Bannister.    (See  Earle,  Elias.) 
Supprenion  of  Piracy.    (See  Piracy.) 
Supreme  Court,  Mr.  Southard  submitted  a  reso* 
lution  respecting  the  expediency  of  con- 
tinuing the  act  to  provide  for  reports  of 
the  decisions  of  the        .... 

agreed  to 

a  bill  for  that  purpose,  read        ... 
read  the  second  time  .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
returned  with  amendments,  concurred  in    - 
Surveyor  of  Public  Lands,  a  bill  to  authorize  a 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the,  in  Illi- 
nois, Missouri,  and  Arkansas,  for  extra 
clerk-hire,  read  and  referred  .        .        - 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

T. 

Talbot,  Isham,  of  Kentucky,  attended       -        -        9 
remarks  of,  on  the  Cumberland  Road  bill  -      76 
speech  of,  on  the  same      -        -        -        -      84 
Taylor,  John,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  Virginia,  in  place  of  Mr.  Pleas- 
ants, attended 56 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rob- 
ert Purdy 67,  70 

on  his  resolution  for  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution in   relation   to   the  election  of 
President  and  Vice  President  •      100,  195 

on  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  126,  146 
the  credentials  of,  communicated        -        -    268 
Taylor,  Waller,  of  Indiana,  attended         -        -        9 
remarks  of,  on  the  Cumberland  Road  bill  .       84 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Williams  submitted  a  resolution 
relative  to  the  expediency  of  authorising 
the  State  of,  to  sell  certain  lands  within 
the  same       ----.-      37 

agreed  to-        -        -        -        -        -        -39 

a  bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act  passed 
April  18,  1806,  as  limits  the  price  of  lands 
in,  read         .-----     151 

read  the  second  time         ....     155 

considered  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading     188 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -     189 
Thirty -first  Rule,  Mr.  Eaton  submitted  an  amend- 
ment to  the 191 

laid  on  the  Uble 193 

Tliomas,  Jesse  B.,  of  Illinois,  attended    -        -      21 
Thornton,  William,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  laid 
on  the  table  -----        -      21 

adverse  report  ......     103 

concurred  in     -----        -     105 

Tims,  Henry,  Jr.     (See  AsaUtanta,) 
Titles  derived  from  the  United  States,  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  enable 
proprietors  of  lands  held  by,  to  obtain 
copies  of  letters,  and  to  declare  the  effect 
of  such  copies,  read       ....      35 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred     -        -      36 
Committee   on   Public   Lands  discharged, 
and  the  bill  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

the  Judiciary 37 

reported  without  amendments   -        -        -      48 
ordered  to  the  third  reading    ...       75 
read  the  third  time,  and  further  considera- 
tion postponed       .....      93 
bill  passed 105 


Pift 

Tompkins,  Daniel  D.,  of  New  York,  a  biO  from 

the   House   of  Representatives  to  settie 

the  accounts  of,  read,  and  referred       -   iii 

reported  without  amendment    -        -       •   S&{ 

considered        -        -        -        -         -       •   SS^ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -       •   360 
(See  Viee  President.) 
Tonnage  Duty,  Mr.  King  presented  the  petitioa 
of  the  Alabama  Legislature,  prajing  fcr 
a  law  imposing,  on  veesels  coming  ioto 
the  ports  of  Mobile  and  Biakeley,  read, 
and  referred  -        -        -        -         -       -    IS. 

committee  discharged        ...     272, 3Si 
Treasuiy,  the  President  communicated  the  an- 

nnal  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the,  read     H 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowrie,  fifteen  hundred 

copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed   -       -     (' 
letter  from   the   Secretary   traiMmiUing  a 
statement  of  payments  made  daring  the 
year  1822,  in  discharge  of  sundry  daiias   '.» 
report  of  the  Secretary  respecting  loans  to 
banks  from  1789  to  the  present  time     •  ie 
Treaty.     (See  Spain.) 
Turner,  James,  adverse  report  on  the  petitioa  of  I^ 

concurred  in ?.. 

Tweedy,  Robert.    (See  Assistetnts.) 

V. 

Ulraer,  George,  the  petittoh  of,  called  up  and  re- 
ferred   -------> 

the  committee  discharged,  and  the  petitJoD 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War  -       -     r 

report  of  the  Secretary,  read  and  referred  -    \^' 

committee  thereon  discharged  -  -  -  3J 
United  Brethren,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  me- 
morial of  Lewis  Dal  Schweinctz,  agtnt 
for  the  Society  of,  praying  to  be  divested 
of  a  certain  trust  estate,  on  being  eouh 
pensated  for  improvements  thereoiit  re- 
ferred   ....         ---I^ 

report  laid  on  the  table      ...       -    I>t 

V. 

Van  Buren,  Martin,  of  New  York,  attended     - 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rob- 
ert Purdy 

on  bill  for  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt 
Van  Dyke,  Nicholas,  of  Delaware,  attended     - 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  abolish  imprison- 
ment for  debt        ..... 

on  the  bill  concerning  Louisiana  land  titles 
Van  Syckel,  Elijah,  Mr.  Southard  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred       ... 
adverse  report  •        .        -        .        . 
laid  on  the  table        .... 

Vermont,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represents 
Uvea  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  dis- 
trict court  for  the  district  of,  read  - 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     - 
reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Vice  President,  attendance  of  the     - 

withdrawal  of  the,  from  the  Chair     - 
Viel,  Just,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the  pctitien 

of,  and  Lewis  A.  Petray,  referred  •       -   -'^ 
report  thereon  -        -        -        -        -       -  •-" 

considered,  and  postponed         -        -       -   ' 
laid  on  the  table        -        -        .        .       -  •'' 
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^ni«,  ft  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives vesting  in  the  Slate  of,  the  right  of 
the  United  States  to  all  fines  assessed  in 
said  State  for  non-performance  of  militia 
duty  in  the  late  war,  read  the  first  and 
second  time,  and  referred       -        -        -     198 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        •261 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...    300 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -        •        -    316 
^nia  Military  Land  Wsrrants,«Mr.  Johnson 
of  Kentucky  submitted  a  resolution    re- 
specting the  expediency  of  extending  the 
time  for  locating    -        -        .        -        .      43 
agreed  to  ---.--      46 

a  bill  for  extending  the  time  for  locating, 

read 262 

read  the  second  time  ....    258 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...     290 
returned  with  amendments,  concurred  in  -    300 

Iker,  Samuel,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -        -      74 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  ...     104 

read  the  second  time  ....     107 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        -        -     150 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        *     157 
lley,  Samuel  H.,  and  Henry  G.  Foster,  the 

petition  of,  called  up,  read,  and  referred  -  24 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read  -  30 
read  the  second  time  ....      37 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  •  •  -  40 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  41 
re,  Nicholas,  of  Georgia,  attended  -  -  21 
speech  of,  on  the  Geofgia  Militia  Claims  -  161 
credentials  presented  ...        -    288 

r  of  1812.  (See  Petuions.) 
shington  Canal  Company,  report  of  the  Pre- 
sident and  Directors  of  the,  read  -  -  183 
shington  City,  Mr.  Southard  presented  the 
memorial  of  sundry  citizens  of,  prayng 
certain  amendments  to  the  charter  of  said 
city,  referred  .....    245 

Mr.  Johnson  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Louisiana  Legislature,  relative  to  a  mail 
route  from,  to  New  Orleans    .        .        -    268 
ihington  Library,  Mr.  Barbour  gave  notice 
of  a  resolution  for  granting  a  copy  of  pub- 
lic documents,  laws,  dec,  to  the      -        -     187 
joint  resolution  for  that  purpose  introduced     189 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...     290 
ihington  Navy  Yard,  a  message  transmitting 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
on  the  subject  of  constructing  a  dock  and 
wharves  at  the,  read  and  referred  -        -     157 
L  Indians,  Mr.  Noble  submitted  a  resolution 
of  inquiry  as  to  the  expediency  of  offering 
for  sale  a  tract  of  land  reserved  to  the,  hy 
the   treaty  of  October,  1818,  and  since 
ceded  to  the  United  States     -        -        -    206 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands 206 

sh,  John,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 43 

committee  thereon  discharged    -        -        -     127 
itern  Waters,  Mr.    Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
submitted  a  reaolution  respecting  a  na- 
tional armory  on  the      .        -        -        -      39 
ag^reed  to-        -        -        -        -        -        -42 


Western  Waters — continued.  Page, 

a  bill  to  establish  an  armory  on  the,  read    •  182 

read  the  second  time          ....  i84 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  274 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        .  276 
returned  with  amendments        -        .        -316 

concurred  in     -        •        -        -        .        -  317 
West  Point.    See  {Military  Academy.) 
Wheelwright,  John,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the 

petition  of,  praying  a  divorce,  referred    -  224 
a  bill  to  divorce,  and  Catharine,  his  wife, 

read 243 

read  the  second  time         ....  252 

considered 270 

the  third  reading  negatired        -        -        -271 
White,   Alexander  A.,  Mr.  Johnson  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred          -        -        -  31 

adverse  report  -....-  64 

Isid  on  the  table        .....  74 

White,  Benjamin.     (See  Muzzy ^  Amos,) 
Whitney,  John  M.  (See  Montgomery^  Alexander,) 
Wilcox,  Henry  P.,  Mr.  Boardman  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....  72 

report  thereon  -        -        -        -        -        -106 

(See  Wilcox,  Joseph,) 
Wilcox,  Joseph,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of,  read 106 

read  the  second  time          ....  128 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        -        -  151 
*     read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  157 
Wilcox,  Phebe,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .....  104 
Wilkins,  Charles,  Mr.  Brown,  of  Louisiana,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -        -  264 
committee  thereon  discharged    .        -        .  272 
Williams,  John  R.  and  others,  the  President  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  laid  on  the  table  156 
Williams,  John,  of  Tennessee,  attended    -        -  9 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rob- 
ert Pordy       -        -        -        -        -  66,  67, 69 
Williams,  Thomas  H.,  of  Mississippi,  attended  9 
Wilson,  John  L.    (See  South  Carolina.) 
Wren,  Woodson,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of    '        -        -  292 

read,  and  referred 293 

reported  without  amendment     ...  297 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  320 

Y. 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on  the  engrossment  au(l  third 
reading  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Byers 46 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  repairs  on  the 
Cumberland  road  •        .        -        -        -      92 

on  the  engrossment  and  third  reading  of  the 
bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  cordage       -      96 

on  the  motion  to  refer  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Emerson  and  others  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations  ....     104 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  directing  pay- 
ment of  the  Georgia  militia  claims  -     196 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  extend  the 
charter  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alex- 
andria ....---    227 

on  the  motion  to  reverse  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of 
James  Morrison     .        -        -        -        .    256 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  provide  for 
persons  engaged  in  land  and  naval  service 
in  the  Revolutionary  war       ...    264 
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Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Page, 

on  an  amendment  to  the  above  bill  -  •  204 
on  the  motion  to   reconsider  the  vote   by 

which  said  bill  was  rejected  -  -  -  267 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  as  amended  284 
on  a  motion  for  the  indefinite  postponement 

of  the  bill 313 

on  the  motion  to  insist  on  the  amendment 

to  said  bill,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 

Representatives 314 


Yeas  and  Naya— continued.  Pi^ 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bOl  to  divorce 
John  and  Catharine  E.  Wheelwright     • 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  conoeraiag 
Louisiana  land  titles      -         ... 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  prompt 
settlement  of  public  accounts,  and  ht  tbc 
punishment  of  the  crime  of  peijury 
Young,  Robert,  Mr.  Lloyd  preeanted  the  memo* 
rial  of.    (See  Orphans'  Cmwt.y 


mi. 


*5 


SI 
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A.  Page. 

Abbot,  Joe],  of  Georgia,  attended  ...  326 
Accounts,  appointment  of  the  standing  Commit- 
tee on*  -  -  -  •  .«•  330 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  prompt 
settlement  of  the  public,  and  to  punish 
the  crime  of  perjury,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted    483 

the  committee  thereon  discharged,  and  the 

bill  laid  on  the  table  ....  57d 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  •  603 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -     636 

Mr.  Allen  submitted  a  resolution  for  repeal- 
ing so  much  of  the  53d  rule  as  requires 
the  committee  on,  to  audit  and  settle  the 
accounts  of  members,  and  that  the  same 
be  hereafter  settled  by  the  Speaker,  laid 

on  the  table 1040 

Adjournment,  usual  measures  preparatory  to  1172,  1176 
Advances  of  Money,  Mr.  Woodcock  submitted  a 
resolution,  requesting   the  President   to 
furnish  a  statement  »howiag  the  amount 
of,  made  to  contractors,  agents,  &c.,  since 
the  1st  January,  1816,  laid  over      -        •     340 
modified,  and  adopted        ....     354 
Message  of  the  President,  transmitting  a  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

in  reply 1065 

African  Slave  Trade.     (See  Slave  Trade.) 
Agriculture,  appointment  of  the  standing  Com- 
mittee on       -        -        -        -        -        .    329 
Aikin's  Volunteers,  a  bill  authorising  the  deliv- 
ery of  rifles  promised  to,  at  the  siege  of 
Plattsburg,  read  twice,  and  committed    -    473 
Alabama^ a  bill  for  the  apportionment  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  the  State  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed 432 

considered         ......    445 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    446 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  granting  to  the  State 
of,  a  pre-emption  right  to  certain  quarter 
sections  of  land,  read   twice,  and  com- 
mitted    668 

considered,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  1169 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  amend- 
ments     1162 

Alabama  and  Arkansas,  debate  on  a  bill  granting 
to,  a  pre>emption  right  to  a  quarter  sec- 
tion of  land  for  seats  of  justice        -        -     350 
bill  rejected       ......    353 


Alexander,  Mark,  of  Virginia,  attended  -  •  Sf 
speech  of,  on  the  General  AppropriatloBbtQ  IN) 
Alexandria,  District  of  Colombia,  Mr.  Nealepic* 
sen  ted  the  petition  of  the  levy  court  ni^ 
praying  that  the  powers  of  said  court  may 
be  more  distinctly  defined  and  enlarged, 
referred  -         -         -        -        .       .  46 

Mr.  Morgan  presented  a  memoriml  of  ti» 

Fire  Insurance  Company  of  the,  referred  i^ 
report  thereon  concurred  in         -        .       .  fii 
Allen,  Samuel  C,  of  Massachusetts,  attended  -   ^ 
remarka  of,  on  the  Miliuiy  Appropriatua 

bill \^ 

Allen,  Robert,  of  Tennessee,  attended      -       •  3S< 
Allen,  Lieutenant  William  U.,  a  bill  for  tte  re- 
lief of  the  mother  and  sister  of  the  late, 
read  twice,  and  committed      ... 
the  death  of  Mrs.  Allen  being  announced, 
the  bill  was  recommitted  for  aaiendaieat 
reported  with  amendment  ... 

Alum  and  Copperas  Company  of  Cape  SaUe, 
Mr.  Little  presented  the  petition  of  the, 
referred  -        -         .... 


It 


Amendment  to  the  Constitution,  Mr.  Smyth,  of 
Virginia,   submitted  a  proposition  oC  ^ 
relation  to  the  appointment  of  Blecton  of 
President  and  Vice  President  to  ofhn    - 
read  a  second  time    -        .        .        .       • 
committed  -        -        .        .        .       • 

Mr.  Reid  submitted  a  propoeition  of,  giving 
Congress  the  power  to  constroct  roads 
and  canals     ..... 
American  Captives,  a  bill  anpplementaiy  to  the 
act  for  the  relief  of,  conaidered 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .       •       - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -       • 
American  Seamen,  letter  from  the  Secretary  oi 
State,  transmitting  returns  of,  as  register* 
ed  in  the  several  collection  districts,  re- 
ferred    ...---• 
(See  also  Seamen,) 
Anderson,  John,  and  others,  report  on  the  peti 

tion  of,  considered         ... 

Appraisers,  Mr.    Wood   submitted  a  reeolotioe 

requesting  information  of  the  Secretair 

of  the  Treasury  relative   to  a  different 

valuation  of  goods  by  the  public    - 

resolution  agreed  to  - 

report  of  the  Secretary  read  and  referred  - 
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Archer,  William  8.,  of  Virginia,  attended         -    326 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  BuppreaBion 
uf  piracy 881 

speech  of.  on  the  bill  for  incorporating  the 
Naval  Fraternal  Association  -        •        -     510 

remarks  of^  respecting  the  suppression  of 
public  documents    -        •        •     655,  867,  869 

speech  of,  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Lowndes    -    668 

farther  remarks  on  the  same  subject  -        -    661 
Architect,  compensation  of  the.     (See  Public 
Buildings.) 

report  of  the,  respecting  alterations  in  the 
Hall  of  the  House  necessary  for  accom- 
modation of  the  18th  Congress      -        -  1061 

Armon,  Nancy,  claim  of,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions        ....    474 

Armories,  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  trans- 
mitting a  statement  of  expenditures  at 
tbe  several,  out  of  the  arms  made  and 
repaired  therein,  laid  on  the  table  - 

Armory.     (See  Western  Waters.) 

Army,  a  bill  to  continue  tbe  present  mode  of 
supplying  the,  read  twice,  and  committed 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Army  Officers,  debate  on  Mr.  Cocke*s  motion 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  fix  and 
equalize  the  pay  of         .... 
leave  to  bring  in  the  bill  refused 

Arnold,  Jacob.     (See  Fordt  Mahlon,) 


-  1024 


390 
474 
479 


798 
799 


B. 

Babbitt,  Jacob,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of,  read  twice,  and  referred     -        -        -     460 
considered         -        -        -        -        -        -1161 

laid  on  the  table 1162 

Babbitt,  Joel,  commiitee  discharged  from  the  pe- 
tition of,  which  was  laid  on  the  table     -     793 
Bacot,  Thomas  W.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  committed     -        .        -        -  1090 
Baer,  Michael,  petition  of  the  assignees  of,  re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  -     724 
BalU  William  Lee,  of  Virginia,  attended  -        -    354 
Baltimore,  Mr.  Little  presented  tbe  petition  of 

sundry  merchants  of      -        -        -        -     439 
unfavorable  report  thereon  read,  and  laid  on 

the  table 578 

referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy         -     661 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Hamilton  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  sundry  banking 
institutions  respecting  an  amendment  to 
the  charter  of  the,  referred  to  a  select 
committee     ..---• 

Mr.  Hemphill  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  President  and  Directors  of  the,  re- 
specting their  charter,  referred 

report,  in  full,  on  the  memorials  respecting 

the 

Bank  of  Vincennea,  Mr.  Jennings  submitted 
sundry  resolutions  calling  on  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  IVeasury  for  information  re- 
specting certain  transactions  with  the    -     733 

adopted 770 

report  of  tbe  Secretary  in  reply,  laid  on  the 

table 1091 

Bank  Depositee,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  respecting  certain,  laid  on  the 
table 1160 


642 

713 
1134 


1123 
326 
326 
326 

880 

468 


604 
1172 
1176 

448 


650 
326 


462 

325 

326 
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Page. 
Banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  Speaker 
presented  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
tbe  Treasury  transmitting  reports  from 
the,  showing  the  state  of  their  affairs 
Barber,  Noyes,  of  Connecticut,  attended  - 
Barber,  Levi,  of  Ohio,  attended        ... 
Barbour,  Philip  P.,  of  Virginia,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  suppression 
of  piracy        -.-.-. 
on  the  chsrges  against  Judge  Tait     • 
on  the  bill   to  provide  for  procuring  esti- 
mates and  surveys  for  certain  roads  and 
canals   -----*-. 
resolution  of  thanks  to      -        -        -        - 
address  of,  in  reply  to  the  same 
Baratow,  Gideon,  of  Massachusetts,  attended    - 
Bartle,  Andrew,  report  on  the  petition  of,  recom- 
mitted   424 

Bartlett,  William,  John  Steams,  Nathaniel  Car- 
ver, Issac  Col  Iyer,  and  others,  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  committed  - 

Bassett,  Burwell,  of  Virginia,  attended     - 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  disburse- 
ment of  public  money    •        -        .     336,  392 
on  a  resolution  respecting  Canadian  refu- 
gees       

Bateman,  Ephraim,  of  New  Jersey,  attended    • 
Bates,  James  Woodson,  of  Arkansas,  attended 
Baylies,  Francis,  of  Massachusetts,  attended     - 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  occupation  of 

the  Columbia  river         -        -        -     413,  680 

on  the  new  Tariff  bill        ....     788 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  distributing 

copies  of  the  Digest  of  Manufactures 

Bayly,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  attended    -        .        . 

Beaumarchais,  Caron    dc,  on   motion   of  Mr. 

Stevenson  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of,  was 

referred  to  a  select  committee 

report  thereon  with  a  bill  for  their  relief, 

debated  ---... 

report,  in  full,  on  the  said  claim 

Bennet,  Joshua,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  committed       ..... 

Berry,  Taylor,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  re- 
lief of  -        -        -        -        -        -        -  1144 

read  first  and  second  time,  and  referred     -  1 146 
Bigelow,  Lewis,  of  Massachusetts,  attended      -     825 
Blackledge,  William  S.,  of  North  Carolina,  at- 
tended -.-.-. 
Blakeley,  Alabama.    (See  Timnage  Duty.) 
Blakely,  Johnston,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of  the  heirs  of  .... 

read  first  and  second  time,  and  referred 

amendment  proposed,  and  rejected    - 

bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed   - 

Boards  of  Commissioners,  Mr.  Scott  submitted 

a  resolution   directing  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury  to  transmit  to  the  House 

the  books  and  papers  of  the  several,  and 

of  the  recorder  of  land  titles,  in  relation 

to  land  claims  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas 

resolution  agreed  to  - 

letter  of  the  Secretary,  with  tbe  books,  dec, 

referred    to   the   Committee   on   Public 

Lands 425 

Bogert,  John  G.,  report  on  the  petition  of,  called 

up,  and  committed         •        .        .        •    440 
disagreed  to      -        -        •        •        -        •  1023 
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719 
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1144 
1146 
1158 
116a 
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Borland,  Charles,  jr.,  of  New  York,  attended    -     328 
Boundary,  Mr.  Ruggles  submitted  a  resolation 
requesting  information  of  the  President 
respecting  the  progress  made  in  fixing 
the,  described  in  the  Treaty  of  Ghent, 
and  also  that  described  in  the  treaty  with 
Spain   -------     724 

resolation  agreed  to  ...        -    733 

Brace,  James,  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed      .....    959 
Branson,  Nathan,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed  .....  357 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  ....  1143 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1143 

Breckenridge,  James  D.,  of  Kentucky,  attended    326 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  cap- 

tured  vessels 664 

speech  ofi  on  the  bill  for  the  occupation  of 

the  Columbia  river  ....  692 
on  the  proposed  Western  armory  -  -  809 
remarks  of,  on  the  suppression  of  public 

documents 883 

Breckenridge,  Rev.  Mr.j  elected  Chaplain          -    335 
British  Colonial  Ports,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
regulate  commercial  intercourse  with  cer- 
tain        960 

read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  -1013 
reported  without  amendment  ...  1070 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -1112 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -1121 

British  Colonies,  Mr.  Taylor  moved  to  refer  so 
much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
lates to  the  commerce  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the,  to  ths  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations  -        -        -        -     331 

agreed  to 332 

Mr.  Sterling  submitted  a  resolution  of  in- 
quiry as  to  an  act  of  Parliament  of  5th 
August,  1822,  in  relation  to  the  trade 
with 648 

Mr.  Walworth  proposed  an  amendment  to 
the  resolution,  which  was  laid  on  the 
Uble 649 

Mr.  Walworth  withdrew  his  amendment, 
and  Mr.  Sterling  submitted  an  amend- 
ed resolution,  which  was  debated  -        -     670 

and  agreed  to   - 674 

report  in  relation  to  the  act  of  5th  August, 
1822,  laid  on  the  table   ....  1070 

taken  up,  and  the  resolution  submitted 
therein,  requesting  the  President  to  obtain 
certain  modifications  of  the  said  act,  agreed 
to 1169 

British  Parliament,  Mr.  Walworth  laid  before 

the  House  sundry  acts  of  the,  referred  to 

the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations      -  928 

Brown,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  *        -  325 

Bryan,  Henry  H.,  report  on  the  election  of       -  1041 

Buchanan,  James,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended    -  384 

speech  of,  on  the  new  Tarifi'  bill        -        -  893 

Buel,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of,  825 

read  twice,  and  referred  ...  -  887 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 930 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  959 
Buhler,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of, 

read  twice  and  referred  ....  1052 


ti% 


Put 
Burgin,  John,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  discfaaTgc 
of,  from  imprisonment,  read   twice  and 
committed     .        .        -         •         .        .   7»} 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -        -  I07< 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        •  1091 

Burrows,  Daniel,  of  Connecticut,  attended        •   9^ 
speech  of,  on  the  new  Tariff  bill         -        -    767 
Borseil,  Moses,  petition  of,  and  report  of  the  Sec^ 

retary  of  War  thereon,  referred  -  ^  m 
Burton,  Hutehings  G.,  of  N.  Caroline,  attended  33S 
Buainess,  resolution   respecting   the    order  of, 

agreed  to im 

Butler,  Josiah,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended    -   I3S 
Byen,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of, 

read  twice,  and  referred  -         .        •   473 

reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  52? 
considered  -  -  •  >  -  -116'. 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         •        -  116^ 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed  -        -US! 

C. 

Cambreleng,  Churchill  C. ,  of  New  York,  attended    3ta 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  suppression 
of  piracy        -----. 
on  the  bill  for  the  occupation  of  the  Colam- 

bia  river         -        -        -         -        -        •   652 

on  the  Beaumarchais  claim         -        -       -    71r 

on  the  new  Tariif  bill         -         -        .     726^  73£ 

speech  of,  on  the  same       -        -        -        -   7&[' 

on  the  petition  of  Jacob  and  Henry  Schi^ 

felin      -----.- 

Campbell,  Samuel,  of  New  York,  attended 

Campbell,  John  W.,  of  Ohio,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  granting  certain  pre- 
emption rights  to  Alabama  and  Arkaasu 
on  the  bill  respecting  lots  in  Peoria  village 
on  hie  resolution  respecting  the  contingent 
fund  of  the  House  .... 

on  the  bill  for  making  a  road  from  the  Miami 
of  Lake  Erie  to  the  Connecticut  Reserve 
respecting  the  suppression  of  public  docu- 
ments   -         -         653,  654,  829,  861. 866,  §f7 
on  the  resolution  for  distributing  copies  of 
the  Digest  of  Manufactures    -        -        -    $^ 
Campbell,  Polly  L.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  ot,  read 
twice,  and  committed     .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Canada.     (See  British  Colonies^) 
Cannon,  Newton,  of  Tennessee,  attended 

remarks  o^  on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  militia 

3511,  ar 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  disciplining  the  mi- 
litia        3W,  St- 
rom arks  of,  on  the  Revolationary  pensioB 
bill        -        -        -        -        .-.T2i 

Cape  Fear  River,  the  Speaker  presented  a  me- 
morial praying  the  removal  of  certain  ob- 
structions at  the  entrance  of,  refened    - 

Captured  Vessels,  Mr.  Breckenridge  submitted 
a  resolution  of  inquiry  into  the  allow- 
ances made  to  marshals  for  the  safe  keep- 
ing o(  agreed  to   -        -        •       • 

Carr,  Thomas.     (See  Donehon^  John.) 

Carr,  Charles,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Carroll,  Daniel,  of  Duddington,  and  others,  Mr 
Kent  presented  the  petition  of,  relerred  - 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 
mitled  --.-.- 
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Carter,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  attended        -    354 
Career,  Nathaniel.     (Bee  Bartlett,  WilUam.) 
Case,  London,  a  bill  for  relief  o^  read  twice, 

and  conmitted      .....     643 

Caaaedy,  Creorge,  of  New  Jeraey,  attended        -    326 
Caatine,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  importers 

of  goods  into,  taken  up  and  cemmitted  •    448 
considered         ......  1143 

Causici,  Enrico,  the  Speaker  presented  a  letter 
from,  asking  to  be  employed  to  execute 
certain  statuary  for  the  Capitol,  referred  1094 
Cazeau,  John  B.,  and  others,  manafaetiirers  of 

white  lead,  petition  o^  referred        -        -     793 
Chambers,  David,  of  Ohio,  attended        -        •     326 
speech  of,  on  bill  for  disciplining  the  militia       666 
remarks  of,  on  fixing  the  hour  of  meeting 

of  the  House 806 

Chaplain,  balloto  for 334 

election  of         ......    335 

Charleston,  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Poinsett  pre- 
sented  a  memorial  asking  the  assent  of 
Congress  to  an  act  eatablishing  a  guard 

for  the  city  of 1040 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  petition  from  sun- 
dry masters  of  Tesseis  in  the  port  of,  com- 
pl sluing  of  the  regulationa  in  relation  to 
colored  seamen,  referred         ...  1056 
Cherokee  and  Creek  Treaties,  a  report  on  the 

subject  of  the,  taken  up  and  debated      -    441 

laid  on  the  table 443 

further  consideration  of  the  report     •        -    469 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  Mr. 
McLane  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the,  praying 
the  aid  of  Congress,  referred  •        -    469 

Childers,  Nathan,  petition  of,  recommitted        -    336 

Choctaw  Indiana,  Mr.  Rankin  submitted  a  res- 
olution requesting  information  of  the 
President  respecting  the  execution  of  a 

treaty  with  the 696 

resolution  agreed  to  -        -        -        «        •713 
message  transmitting  a  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  in  reply  -        .        -        -    867 

Church  of  St  Anne,  a  bill  tor  the  relief  of  the 
corporation  of  the,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   886 

Claghorn,  George,  committee  discharged  from 
further  consideration  of  the  petition  of, 
which  was  laid  on  the  table   ...    824 

Claims,  appointment  of  standing  Committee  of      329 

Clarke,  Matthew  St.  Clair,  elected  Clerk  of  the 

House 329 

Clark,  James  H.,  petition  of,  referred   to  the 

Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  ...    389 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  read  three 
times,  and  passed  ....  1143 

Clerk  of  the  House,  ballote  for,  in  place  of  Thos. 

Dougherty,  deceased  -  -  827,326,329 
elected  on  the  eleventh  ballot  ...  329 
report  in  relation  to  accommodations  for  the, 

laid  on  the  table 803 

the,  directed  to  employ  additional  clerks  to 
complete  the  enrollment  of  the  bills  -  1162 
Clerks,  Messengers,  dec,  a  bill  authoriiing  the 
employment  of  an  additional  number  of, 
in  the  several  departments,  read  twiee, 
and  laid  on  the  table  ....  880 
considered,  and  again  laid  on  the  table       •  1141 


Page. 
Coach  and  Harness  furniture,  Mr.    Sergeant 
presented  a  petition  from  sundry  manu- 
facturers  of,  praying  an   increase  of  the 
duty  on  imported,  referred      ...    696 
Cocke,  John,  of  Tennessee,  attended        -        •    326 
remarks  of,   on  the  bill  granting  certain 
pre-emption  righte  to  Alabama,  and  Ar- 
kansaa  .......     361 

on  the  bill  concerning  registers  of  wills  in 

the  District  of  Columbia  ...  362 
on  the  Porto  Rico  expedition  ...  367 
on  the  bill  for  the  suppression  of  piracy  -  373 
on   his  resolution  respecting  expenditures 

in  the  Ordnance  department  -  •  -  391 
on  the  charges  against  Judge  Tait  -  -  464 
on  the  bill  concerning  lota  in  Peoria  village 

476,  477 
on  the  bill  for  making  a  road  from  the  Mi- 
ami of  Lake  Erie  to  the  Connecticut  re- 
serve     -    648 

on  Mr.  Vance's  resolution  respecting  sur- 
veyors of  public  lands    -        627,  628,  637,  640 
on  the  bill  concerning  United  States  courto 

in  Louisiana  ....     689,  690 

on  the  Revolutionary  Pension  bill  -  721,  722 
on  the  petition  of  John  H.  Piatt  -  -  797 
on  the  reaolntion  for  distributing  copies  of 

the  Digest  of  Manufactures  -        -     889,  890 
on  the  pay  of  Array  officers       ...    798 
on  the  compensation  of  the  Architect  of  the 
Public  Buildings 1068 

Coffee,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twiee,  and 

committed     ......  1023 

reported  without  amendment,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed   •        -        .        .        •  1143 

Cogswell,  Amos,  committee  discharged  from 
further  consideration  of  the  petition  of, 
which  was  laid  on  the  table   ...     824 

Coins  of  the  United  States,  report,  in  full,  on 

the  subject  of  the 804 

(See,  also.  Foreign  Coins.) 

Colden,  Cadwallader  D.,  of  New  York,  attended     326 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  the 

Porto  Rico  expedition  .  .  -  •  866 
on  the  bill  for  the  suppression  of  piracy  -  382 
on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  militia  -  -  388 
on  the  bill  for  incorporating  the  Naval  Fra- 
ternal Association  ...  437,  438 
speech  of,  on  the  same  bill  ...  492 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  lota  in 

Peoria  village 486 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  occupation  of 

the  Columbia  river  ....  683 
remarks  of,  on  the  hour  of  meeting  of  the 

House 808 

on  the  new  Tariff  bill        ....  10I6 
on  a  paper  respecting  the  character  of  Ed- 
win Lewis 1068 

on  his  resolution  respecting  the  district  court 

in  New  York  -  -  -  1060,  1061 
on  the  bill  for  repairs  of  the  Cumberland 

road -  1073 

Collins,  Thomas,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  committed    ....    968 
Collyer,  Isaac.     (See  Bartlett,  WiiHam.) 
Coliyer,  Charles  M.,  a  report  on  the  petition  of, 

recommitted  •-...•  723 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  committed  1040 
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Columbia  River,  a  bill  providing  for  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  mouth  of  the,  called  np,  and 
consideration  thereof  deferred         -        -     255 
debate  on  the  bill       -        -        -     396,  411,  583 

laid  on  the  table 602 

taken  up,  and  again  debated      •        -     678,  691 
again  laid  on  the  table  .    -        -        -        -    696 
motion  to  take  it  up  negatived  -         -        .     700 
Mr.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  a  reso- 
lution requesting  information  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  respecting  the  settlements 

on  the 410 

considered,  amended,  and  agreed  to  -        -     430 
message  transmitting  documents  in  reply  -     607 
Mr.  Little,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  memo- 
rial from  sundry  farmers  and  mechanics 
praying  that  the  bill  for  occupation  of  the, 
be  passed       -.----  1077 

Commerce,  appointment  of  the  standing  Com- 
mittee on 389 

measures  for  the  protection  of  American, 
(See  Piracy.) 

Commerce  and  Navigation,  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject 
of,  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed        -     647 

Committees,  appointment  of  the  standing        -    329 
Compensation,  a  bill  to  reduce  the,  of  members, 

and  officers  of  Congress,  recommitted    -    481 
committed  to  the  Committee  on  Retrench- 
ment    - 676 

Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  a  letter  from  the, 
transmitting  certain  documents,  laid  on 
the  Uble 689 

Condict,  Lewis,  of  New  Jersey,  attended  •  -  325 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution,  respecting  the 

protection  of  American  commerce  -  -  348 
on  Mr.  Vance's  resolution  in  relation  to 

surveyors  of  public  lands        ...  638 

speech  of,  on  foreign  importations      -        -  799 

Cone,  Giles,  committee  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  petition  of,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War      -    793 

Conkling,  Alfred,  of  New  York,  attended         -     326 
Conner,  Henry,  of  North  Carolina,  attended    -    326 

Cook,  Daniel  P.,  of  Illinois,  attended        -        -    326 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  granting  certain  pre- 
emption rights  to  Alabama  and  Arkansas     352 

on  the  bill  fixing  the  compensation  of  re- 
ceivers of  public  money  ...    364 

on  the  bill  for  the  suppression  of  piracy      •    379 

on  the  bill  respecting  lots  in  Peoria  village 

486,  487 

on  his  resolution  respecting  payments  from 
the  Treasury 603 

on  Mr.  Vance's  resolution  respecting  sur- 
veyors of  public  lands    -        -         -        -     627 

speech  of,  on  suppression  of  public  docu- 
ments   -..----     833 

further  remarks  on  the  same  841,  842,  843,  868, 

869,  870 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  repairs  of  the 
Cumberland  road  .        -        -        -        •  1074 

Cooper,  Alfred,  a  resolution  directing  the  clerk 

to  pay,  fifty  dollars  for  his  services  -  1122 

Constitution  of  the  United  States.    (See  Amend- 
ment.) 


Contingent  Fund,  Mr.  Condict  ralmiitted  a  joint 
resolution  requiring  the  Secretary  of  Ihs 
Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  to  report 
at  every  session  a  detailed  •tmleakent  of 
expenditures  from  the,  of  their  nspectivc 
Houses  .-.--. 

resolution  read  the  first  and  aecood  tine    - 

laid  on  the  table        -        .         -         .        . 

Mr.  Allen,  from  tho  Committee  of  Acconnti, 
reported  a  similar  resotution,  which  was 
read  twice,  and  laid  on  the  taUe    - 

the  resolotion  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         -        . 

report  on  the  state  of  the,  of  the  fioose. 
laid  on  the  table    --•-.- 

Mr.  Campbell  submitted  a  reeolutioii  of  in- 
quiry respecting  the  bank  in  which  the, 
has  been  deposited,  between  the  83d  Pcb- 
suary,  1815,  and  3d  December.  182S, 
amount  of  depositee,  time  of  making  them, 
dec,  agreed  to  -  -  -  -  - 
Convention,  a  message  transmitting  copica  of 
the,  concluded  at  St.  Peterabarg  the  21it 
July,  1822,  read,  and  referred 
(See  France.) 

Corks,  memorial  from  sundry  roanafacturers  oC 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  a  spectfic 
duty  on  the  importation  of,  referred 

Courts  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  concerning 
the  jurisdiction  of^  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted .        -        -        -         -        -       - 

report,  in  full,  respecting  a  reorganiiatiea 
of  the    -        -        -        -        -        -       - 

Crafts,  Samuel  C,  of  Vermont,  attended  - 

Craine,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of^  read  twice,  and 
committed     -        -        -        .        -       . 

Credentials,  the,  of  the  new  members,  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Elections 

Crimea  on  the  High  Seas,  Mr.  Buchanan  submit- 
ted a  resolution  respecting  the  pnnish- 
roent  of,  agreed  to  -     .  - 

Crowus,  French.     (See  Foreign  Coins.) 

Crudup,  Josiab,  of  North  Carolina,  attended    - 

speech  of,  on  the  new  Tariff  bill 
Cumberland  Koad,  Mr.  Taylor  moved  to  refer 
so  much  of  the  President's  Annual  Mes* 
sage  as  relates  to  the,  to  a  aelect  commit- 
tee, agreed  to        -         -         -        -        - 

select  committee  appointed        .        .        . 

a  bill  for  the  preservation  and  repairs  of  the, 
read  twice,  and  committed     .        -        - 

a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the,  read 
twice,  and  committed     .        -        -       • 

Mr.  Nelson  presented  the  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Maryland  respecting  the  • 

Mr.  Stewart  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
on  the  Postmaster  General  for  certain  in- 
formation respecting  the  .        .        - 

a  letter  from  the  Postmaster  General  in  re- 
lation to  the  condition  of  the  -        -       * 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  making  appropria- 
tions for  repairing  the    - 

considered         -        .        -        .  668, 1068. 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        -       - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .       -       • 

Mr.  Jackson  submitted  a  resolution  request- 
ing information  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  respecting  appropriations  for  Ike 
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umberland  Road — continued. 

resolotinn  agreed  to 

report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply 
irry,  Benjamin,  unfavorable  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  concurred  in    - 
iBhman,  Joshua,  of  Maine,  attended 
tatom-House  Bonds,  Mr.  Ingham  submitted  a 
resolution  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  a  statement  of  outstanding 
considered,  and  adopted     .        .        .        . 
report  of  the  Secretary  read,  and  laid  on  the 

table 

ithbert,  Alfred,  of  Georgia,  attended 


Page. 
1042 
1065 

663 
325 


620 
543 

906 

354 

remarks  of,  on  the  new  Tariff  bill       -  732,  1016 

D. 

le,  Colonel  Samuel,  unfavorable  report  on  the 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama 
on  behalf  of,  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  -  1013 
ne,  Joseph,  of  Maine,  attended     ...     395 
rlington,  William,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended    325 
uphin  Island.     (See  Fortifieationa.) 
btors,   Mr.  Nelson  presented  petitions  from 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia respecting  executions  against  the 
property  of,  removing  from  the  said  Dis. 

trict,  referred 576 

report  thereon  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  -     636 
btors  to  the  United  States,  Mr.  Leftwich  sub* 
mitted  a  resolution  requesting  informa- 
tion of  the  President  as  to  the  number  of, 
whose  compensation  has  been  withheld  in 
consequence  of  their  indebtedness  -         -     667 
considered,  and  adopted     ....     674 

message  transmitting  report  of  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  in  reply    ...  1121 
cisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  reports  of  the,  read  twice,  and 
committed     -        -        -        -        -        -661 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  reports 

of  the 1144 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....  it46 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading      .....  1157 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1160 
Krafii,  Edward,  report  on  the  memorial  of, 

concurred  in  -----    488 

esdernier,   Lewis  F.,  committee  discharged 

from  the  petition  of,  laid  on  the  table  •  824 
lison,  George,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -  325 
iny,   Penelope,  Mr.   Cambreleng  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred        ...     543 
bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  committed     578 
kinstfo,  John  D.,  of  New  York,  attended      -     325 
kiiison,  W.  R.     (See  Suppression  of  Public 

Documents.^ 
cat,  Mr.  Rich  submitted  a  resolution  request- 
ing the  President  to  cause  to  be  prepared 
a,  of  the  commercial  regulations  of  foreign 
countries       --...-     643 
considered,  and  adopted     ....     660 
message  transmitting  the  report  called  for  1 124 
the  Speaker  presented  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  informing  the  House  of 
the  completion  of  the,  of  the  manufac- 
turing   establishments,    ordered   by    the 
resolution  of  30th  March,  1822,  and  that 
1500  copies  are  at  the  disposal  of  Con- 
gress    --.-..-    734 


Digest — continued.  Page. 

Mr.  Campbell  submitted  a  joint  resolution 

for  the  distribution  of  the  same,  read,  and 

laid  on  the  table    .....    794 

read  the  second  time        ....    803 

debate  on  the  resolution    ....     887 

laid  on  the  table 890 

letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  transmit, 
ting  a  supplementary  return  of  the,  of  the 
manufacturing  establishments,  read,  and 
laid  on  the  table 11 24 

Direct  Tax,  a  bill  to  revive  and  extend  the  time 
allowed  for  redemption  of  lands  sold  for, 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     886 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    906 
District  of  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing Committee  on  the    -        -        .        •    329 
Mr.   Nelson   presented  petitions  from  in- 
habitants oi   the,  respecting   executions 
against  the  property  of  debtors  who  have 
removed  from  the  District,  referred  -     676 

report  thereon  laid  on  the  table  ...     636 
a  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit 

court  for  the,  read  twice,  and  committed        626 
bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  to  sell  the  pub- 
lic lots  and  other  property  belonging  to 
the  United  States  in  the,  reported  -        -    794 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -1122 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  1124 
a  bill  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of 
the  peace  in  the,  ordered  to  the  third  read- 
ing       - 910 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed-  -        .     928 

returned  with  amendments        ...  1I09 
amendments   considered   and   laid  on   the 

table 1110 

taken  up  and  further  considered         -        .  1120 
concurred  in     ......  1121 

Dock  and  Wharves,  a  message  transmitting  esti- 
mates of  the  Naval  Board  of  the  cost  of 
completing  the,  at  the  Washington  Navy 

Yard,  referred 696 

report  thereon  committed  ....    958 

Dodge,  John,  the  petition  oi^  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Militia      ....    482 

unfavorable  report  thereon  concurred  in     .     857 
Domestic  Manufactures.    (See  Manufactures,) 
Donelson,  John,  Thomas  Carr,and  others,  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  referred  ......    561 

reported  with  amendments        ...     733 
laid  on  the  table         .....  n61 

Drawback,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  transmitting  itatemeuU  of  the 
amount  of,  payable  on  merchandise  ex- 
ported from  the  United  States  during  cer* 
tain  years,  laid  on  the  table    ...    697 

Dresden,  Maine,  Mr.  Hill  presented  a  petition 
from  sundry  inhabitants  of  Linc4>ln,  Maine, 
praying  that,  may  be  made  a  port  of  entry, 
referred 642 

Dubord,  Anna,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  permit 

her  to  I  ring  certain  slaves  into  Louisiana  1144 
read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  1 146 
reported  without  amendment,  and  laid  on 

the  table 1157 

Dunham,  David,  Mr.  Morgan  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  referred 792 
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Darfee,  Job,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended      -        -     325 
^        speech  of,  on  the  new  Tariff  bill          -        *     818 
Datiee  on  Imports  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  to  revive 
and  amend  the  several  acts  imposing,  re- 
committed      -    334 

a  bill  supplementary  to,  and  to  amend,  the 
act  to  regulate  the  collection  of,  recom- 
mitted   336 

a  new  bill  reported,  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted         369 

debated    -        -        630,  636,  647,  666,  669,  795 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...    795 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        .    887 
returned  with  amendments        ...  1052 
amendments  read  and  referred    ...  1053 
report  on  the  amendments         ...  1057 
report  concurred  in   -        -        -        •        -  1091 
a  bill  to  make  perpetual  the  act  of  3d  March, 
1815,  to  regulate  the  collection  of,  ordered 
to  the  third  reading        ....    433 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    433 
a  bill  for  creating  certain  collection  districts 
and  for  modify  i  ng  certain  parts  of  the  act 
of  3d  March,  1799,  to  regulate  the  collec- 
tion of,  read  twice,  and  committed  -     674 

Dwtght,  Hency  W.,  of  HassachusetU,  attended    825 
remarks  of,  on  a  petition  praying  aid  in  be- 
half of  the  Greeks 457 

on  the  suppression  of  public  documents  847,  848 

£. 

Eamcs,  Thomas,  report  on  the  petition  of,  re- 
committed    ......    697 

Earle,  William  N.,  ■  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  committed    -        -        -        -    713 

motion  to  take  it  up  negatived        -        -  1123 
East  Florida,  Mr.  Hernandez  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  sundry  inhabitants  of,  praying 
Congress  to  withhold  assent  to  certain 
acts  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida    577 
Easton,  Sarah,  and  Dorothy  Storer,  report  on 

the  petition  of,  laid  on  the  table      •        -    887 
motion  to  take  it  up  negatived  -        -  1040, 1070 
Eddy,  Samuel,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended  -        -    325 
Education,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  concerning 
land  to  be  granted  to  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri for  purposes  of,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred     483 

reported  with  amendments  ...  487 
considered  •  -  -  -  -  -1169 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -1170 
passed  with  amendments  ...  1171 
Mr.  White  submitted  a  resolution  for  estab- 
lishing a  permanent  fund  for  promotion 
of,  in  the  several  States         ...    960 

laid  on  the  table 964 

Edwards,  Henry  W.,  of  Connecticut,   attended    325 
Edwards,  Samnel,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -    325 
Edwards,  Weldon,  N.,  of  Nerth  Carolina,  at- 
tended   326 

remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  respecting  clerks 

in  the  land  offices         ....    562 
on  the  suppression  of  public  docnments    -    830 

8;i3,  862,  871 

Elbert,  Lieutenant,  report  on  a  resolution  re- 
specting the  widow  of  the  late    -        -  1157 

Elections,  appointment  of  tlie  standing  Commit- 
tee on  %        329 


Enrolled  Bills,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate  ks 

appointing  a  joint  committee  on  •      -38 
concurred  in,  and  the  committee  on  the  put 
of  the  House  appointed  -        -      •  £ 

Erving,  George  W.,  a  letter  from,  respecUBg  t 
donation  of  medals,  referred  to  the  C«&- 
mittee  on  the  Library    -         -        .      .  s 
a  resolution  of  thanks  to,  for  the  aaid  doot- 
tion       -        -        -        -         -        -      •  fl 

a  letter  from,  in  reply  to  the  reeoIatioB,resi  ^ 
Essex  County,  New  York,  Mr.  Walworth  prv- 
.    sented  a  number  of  resolutions  of  smeei- 
ing  of  citixens  of,  in  favor  of  eaeooiife- 
ment  to  domestic  manufactures,  referred  M 

Eustis,  William,  of  Massachosettf,  attended  •  3 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  nippresaoa«t 

piracy   -        -        -        -         --SlaJI 

on  the  resolution  respecting  fortificatiooits 

Key  West C 

on  the  bill  for  the  occupatioii  of  the  Co- 

lumbta  river  -         -         ...  65 

speech  of,  on  the  new  TariiT  bill       •      '  £ 

Evat,  Edward,   a  bill  from  the  Senate  fer  tke 

relief  of  -  -  •  -  -  -  U 
read  the  first  and  second  time,  aad  relerrrd  Vi 
reported  with  amendment,  and  oommitted  *J 
reported  with  an  amendment    -  •  -i 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        •      -  -^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed       -      -  -  ^ 

Extra  Compensation,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke, 
the  Clerk  was  directed  to  make  the  saae, 
to  persons  in  the  service  of  the  Honse,  ss 
was  granted  at  the  last  seesion  *  ^' 

F. 

Factories,  Mr.  Gamett  submitted  a  resotatm 
directing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  rep»t 
at  the  next  session  a  list  of  all,  engagni 
in  manufacturing  such  articles  ss,  if  a-  j 
ported,  would  be  liable  to  duty  -  •  h 
Farrelly,  Patrick,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  •  I 

remarks  of^  on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  ni'  j 
Utia i 

on  his  resolution  for  the  relief  of  the  widov   I 
and    children    of   the    late   Lieoteajst 
Pearce  .-----• 

on  the  bill  for  making  a  road  from  tke  Mh 
ami  of  Lake  Erie  to  the  Connecticat  Re* 


serve 


Farrow,  Nimrod,  and  Richard  Harris,  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred  to  the  Committee  ob  MJ- 
itary  Affairs  .-..-- 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  ordeieJ 
to  the  third  reading        .        .        •      • 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of     - 
read  the  first  %nd  second  time   - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Fifty-third  Rule.     (See  Accounts.) 

Filhiol,  John,  Mr.  Johnston  of 

mitted  a  resolution  directing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  ascertain  and  if 
port  on  the  limits  of  a  title  granted  tt>,  b5 
the  Spanish  Government,  agreed  to 

Finances,  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  tb< 
Treasury  on  the  state  of  the  - 

Pindlay,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended 


SB^ 
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zsimoiiA,  James,  oommittee  ducharged  from 

the  petition  of,  laid  on  the  table         -    824 

»rida,  Mr.  Walworth  sobmitted  a  resolntion 
requeating  the  President  to  communicatit 
to  the  House  the  several  laws  made  by 
the  Governor  and  Coancil  of  -        -        -411 
agreed  to  ---..-    426 

message  and  documents  in  reply,  read        -    489 
Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  submitted  a  reso- 
lution requesting  certain  information  of 
the  President  respecting  the  proceedings 
of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  adjust 
the  titles  and  claims  to  lands  in      -        -    469 
agreed  to  ......     473 

message,  with  a  report  from  the  Secretary 

of  State,  in  reply 1066 

the  Speaker  presented  a  letter  from  the  com- 
missioners for  settling  claims  in,  asking 
to  be  allowed  further  time  for  completing 
their  duties,  referred      ....    479 

a  bill  to  amend  the  act  establishing  a  terri- 
torial  government  for,  read  twice,  and 
committed     ......     650 

considered,  and  amended  •        -        -        -1111 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        •        -  1112 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -       '-  1123 
Mr.  Rankin  submitted  a  resolution  request- 
ing information  of  the  President  respect- 
ing the  performance  of  their  duty  by  the 
commissioners,  dtc.    ,    •        -        •        •    734 
agreed  to  -----.     771 

Mr.  Hernandez  laid  before  the  House  a  copy 
of  the  act  of  the  Legislative  Council  of, 
for  raising  a  revenue  in  the  Territory  of, 

laid  on  the  Uble 795 

message  transmitting  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislative Council  of,  laid  on  the  table    -     795 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  laying  out  and  open- 
ing certain  public  roads  in,  read  twice, 
and  committed      .....    824 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

the  third  reading 1124 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  •  1 142 
a  bill  supplementary  to,  and  to  amend,  the 
act  for  ascertaining  claims  to  lands  in* 
and  to  provide  for  the  survey  and  dis- 
posal of  the  public  lands  in,  x^ad  twice, 
and  committed  -  -  -  ...  028 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

tho  third  reading 1124 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  1 142 
returned  with  amendmenta,  which  were  con- 
curred in       -        -        -        -        -        -  1171 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  amend  the  act  for 

aaccrtatning  claims  to  lands  in        -        -  1090 
read  twice,  and  committed        -        -        -  1091 
considered,  and  laid  on  the  table        -        -  1170 
rid  a  Indians,  report  from  the  Committee  of 
Indian  Afiairs  respecting  the,  with  a  res- 
olution requesting  the  President  to  com- 
mence a  system   of  operations  for  the 
amelioration  of  their  condition        -        -  1069 
resolution   amended,    and  ordered   to  the 

third  reading 1111 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  1112 
amended  so  as  to  make  it  a  joint  resolntion, 
read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  the  third  reading      -        -        -1119 

17th  Con.  2d  Sbbs. 


Page. 
Flournoy,  Lieutenant  Alfred,   a  bill  from  the 

Senate  to  commute  the  pension  of         -  1 144 

read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  1146 

reported,  and  indefinitely  postponed  -        •  1156 

Floyd,  John,  of  Virginia,  attended    -        -     '    -     328 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  suppression  of 

piracy 371,374,381 

on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  militia      -        -    388 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  occupation  of 

the  Columbia  river         ....    395 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  calling  upon 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  information  re- 
specting the   territory  on  the  Columbia 

river 480 

on  the  resolution  respecting  fortifications  at 

Key  West 436, 437 

on  Mr.  Vance's  resolution  in  relation  to  the 

surveyors  of  the  public  lands  -         •    629 

on  the  New  Jersey  memorial    .        -        -     802 

on  the  suppression  of  public  documents      -    863 

on  the  bill  for  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins      -        -  1043,  1044 

Ford,  Nathan,  report  on  the  case  of,  recommit* 

ted 489 

Ford,  Mahlon,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  administra- 
tors of,  read  twice,  and  committed  -        -    885 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -        -  1143 
Foreign  Affairs,  appointment  of  the  standing 

Committee  on        -        -        -        -        -    330 
Foreign  Coins,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  transmitting  the  annual  report 
on,  ordered  to  be  printed        ...    449 
a  report  in  full,  on  the  subject  of        -        -     826 
a  bill  to  continue  the  act  regulating  the  cur- 
rency in  the  United  States  of  the  gold 
coins  of  foreign  countries,  so  far  as  the 
same  relates  to  the  crowns  of  France  and 
five-franc  pieces,  read  twice,  and  commit- 

Ud 826 

amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  1096 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -1112 
another  report  in  full,  on  the  subject  of     •    858 
a  bill  making  the  gold  coina  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,  receiv- 
able in  paymenta  for  public  lands,  read 
twice,  and  committed    .        -        .        .    885 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  1096 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  1111 
Foreign  Importations,  Mr.  Condict  presented  a 
memorial  from  citizens  of  New  Jersey, 
praying  an  increase  of  the  duties  on        -    799 
Forrest,  Thomas,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended      -    326 
certificate  of  election  of,  presented     -        -    328 
Fortifications,  Mr.  Cannon  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  the  expediency  of  employ* 
ing  the  soldiers  of  the  regular  army  in 
erecting  the  ------     141 

resolution  agreed  to  -        -        -        -        -    471 

Mr.  Moore  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gisiatuie  of  Alabama,  on  the  subject  of,  at 
Mobile  Point  and  Dauphin  Island,  refer- 
red         792 

unfavorable  report  thereon,  read  and  laid  on 

the  taUe 1095 

a  bill  making  appropriations  for,  read  twice, 

and  committed       -        ...        -     794 
debated    ....  1076,  1097,  1109 
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1158 
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328 
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771 


331 
332 


Fortifications— continued.  Psffc. 

bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading  -        -        •1110 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        •1112 
returned  with  amendments        ...  1170 
the  amendments  concurred  in    ...  ini 
Mr.  Cook  submitted  a  resolution  calling  on 
the  President  for  a  statement  of  the  ex- 
penditures on  account  of,  during  certain 
years     -.----- 

report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  reply,  laid 
on  the  table  ------ 

Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  resolution  request- 
ing the  President  to  report  at  the  next 
session  respecting  the  number  and  posi- 
tions of  the  several,  and  the  expenses  of 
the  same 

Forward,  Walter,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended 
certificate  of  the  election  of,  presented 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  lots  in 
the  village  of  Peoria       -        -        - 
Foster,  Henry  G.     (See  Wlailey,  Samuel  H.) 
Fourth  Auditor,  a  letter  from  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury  transmitting  a  list  of  balan- 
ces on  the  books  of  the,  read  and  laid  on 

the  Ubie 

France,  Mr.  Taylor  moved  to  refer  so  much  of 
the  Message  of  the  President  as  relates  to 
the  convention  with,  to  the  Committee  oi 
Foreign  Afiairs      ----- 

agreed  to  ------ 

a  bill  for  carrying  into  effect  the  convention 
with,  of  24th  June,  1822,  read  twice,  and 

committed 1064 

considered         -        -        -        -        -        -1110 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  1 1 1 1 
message  transmitting  copies  of  the  conven- 
tion with 

Frauds  on  the  Government,  a  bill  for  the  pun- 
ishment of,  read  twice,  and  committed   - 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  punishment 

of 

read  twice,  and  referred    •        -        -        - 
reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        - 

Freeman,  Ruth,  committee  on  the  petition  of, 

discharged,  and  the  petition  referred  to 

the  Secretary  of  War    -        -        -        - 

French  Coins.    (See  Foreign  Coins,) 

French,  British,  and  Spanish  Land  Titles.    (See 

Louisiana  and  **  Incomplete  TUUm") 
Fricker,  Peter,  committee  on  the  petition  of,  dis- 
charged, and  the  petition  laid  on  the 

UbIe 

Fagitives  from  Labor,  a  bill  to  provide  lor  the 

surrender  of,  called  up,  and  committed  • 

Fuller,  Timothy,  of  Massachueetts,  attended     - 

remarke  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  auppression 

of  piracy        -        -        -        -    372,  376,  381 
on  the  bill  for  incorporating  the  Naval  Fra- 
ternal Association  •        -        -        -        •    438 
speech  of,  on  the  same  bill        ...    499 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  distribu- 
ting copies  of  the  Digest  of  Manufac 

tures 

on  the  bill  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  Me- 
chanics' Bank  of  Alexandia   • 
on  his  resolution  concerning  the  Spanish 
privateers      ------ 


1065 

1015 

1144 
1146 


1157 
1161 


793 


G. 
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793 

440 
325 


899 


-  1054 
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Gales  dc  Seaton,  the   Speaker  laid  before  the 
House  a  letter  from,  requesting  ao  iove»- 
ligation   into  the  charge    made  agaiaa 
them  of  having  suppressed   portions  &f 
certain  public  documents 
Mr.  Dwight  moved  to  r«iier  the  letter  10  t 
select  committee;  with  power  to  send  ki 
persons  and  papera         -         .        .      . 
debate  on  the  motion         .... 
motion  agreed  to,  and  the  oommittee  ap- 
pointed        -        -        -         ... 
leave  granted  to  the  committee  to  dt  doriof 

the  sitting  of  the  House 
report  of  the  committee,  in  full,  aequitnag, 

of  all  Uame  in  the  matter 

a  letter  to,  from  Mr.  Cook  of  IlUnois  • 

elected  printers  to  the  18th  Coiiirress  • 

Garnett,  Robert  S.,  of  Virginia,  attended  - 

Gebhard,  John,  of  New  York«  attended    - 

General  Post  Office.     (See  Poet  Ofiee  Dep^- 

meat) 
Georgetown,  District  of  Colambia«  a  bill  to  le- 
peal  part  of  an  act  of  the  State  ni  Marj- 
land  in  relation  to.  reported,  and  ordered 
to  the  third  reading        .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 
Georgia,  debate  on  the  resolutiooa  in  reUtioa  td 
the  articlea  of  agreement  and  cession  be- 
tween the  United  Sutea  and  the  Suie  of 
Committee  of  the  Whole  diachaiged  fioa 
further  consideration  of  the  resoIatieiM, 
which  were  committed  to  the  CoramiUff 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  UaioB 
further  debate  on  the  resolutions        -    441. 

Georgia  Militia  Claims,  an  adyerse  report  on  t^e. 

taken  up,  and  referred   -         ... 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  directing  payment  9f 

the 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 
reported,  and  recommitted 
laid  on  the  table        ..... 
Gerry,  Elbridge,  late  Vice  President,  a  biO  it^ia 
the  Senate  for  erecting  a  monument  ow 
the  remains  of,  read  twice  and  commitiAl 
reported  without  amendment     .        .       • 
considered         -.--.• 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Gilmer,  George  R.,  of  Georgia,  attended  • 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  ineorporating  ike 

Naval  Fraternal  Association  - 
speech  of,  on  the  auppreesion  of  public  doc« 
uments  -        -        -        -       -     85J 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  char- 
ter of  the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexss- 

dria \^H 

Gist,  Joseph,  of  South  Carolina,  attended 
Glasscock,  GenersI  Thomas,  report  00  the  peci- 

ion  of,  taken  up  and  referred  - 

Gold  Coins.     (See  Foreign  Cotns.) 

Goodall,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed      .        .        •       •       - 

Gorham,  Benjamin,  of  Massachusetts,  atteodcd 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  sanMesuoo 

of  piracy 

Gorham,  Sarah,  committee  discharged  from  tht 
petition  of,  which  was  committed  to  tfa< 
Committee  of  the  Whole 
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Page. 
OoTan,  Andrew  R.,  of  &outh  CtroUna,  attended    330 
report  on  the  election  of    -        -        -        -1041 
Gove,  George  B.  R.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  committed     ....    473 
Government,  a  bill  making  partial  appropriations 
for  the  support  of,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   487 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        -     507 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of,  for  the  year  1823,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   713 

debated     -         -      1013,  1017,  1029,  1045,  1054 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  1055 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  1057 
returned  with  amendments        ...  1159 
which  were  read,  and  concurred  in    -        -  1191 
Great  Britain,  Mr.  Cook  submitted  a  resolution 
calling  for  the  correspondence  with,  in 
relation  to  the  convention  of  the  20th  Oc- 
tober, 1818,  laid  on  the  table  -        -        -    650 
taken  up,  and  agreed  to    -        -        -        •    663 
Message  transmitting  documents  called  for     1024 
Message  transmitting  additional  documents  1 165 
Great  8odus  Bay,  Mr.  Rochester  presented  a  me- 
morial praying  the  erection  of  a  light- 
house on,  referred  -        -        -        .        -    410 
Greeks,  Mr.  Dwight  presented  a  memorial  pray- 
ing the  aid  of  Congress  in  behalf  of  the, 
debate  thereon        .....    457 
the  memorial  laid  on  the  table   ...    46o 
Grose,  Samuel,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended        -     325 

H. 

Hall,  Thomas  H.  of  North  Carolina,  attended  326 
Hall  of  the  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hill,  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  and  report  on  the  al- 
terations necessary  in  the,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  Eighteenth  Congress    -     802 

report  of  the  committee  read,  and  laid  on 
the  Uble 1013 

conaidered,  and  agreed  to  -        -        -        -  1061 

Mr.  Wright  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  arrangement  of  the,  laid  on  the 

toble 1175 

Hamilton,  James,  of  South  Carolina,  attended  •    487 

report  on  the  credentials  of       -        -        .    543 

speech  of,  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Lowndes    -    656 

remarks  of,  on  the  suppression  of  public 
documents 831, 862 

on  the  bill  for  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins      ....  1044 
Hardin,  Benjamin,  of  Kentucky,  attended        -     326 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  lots  in 
the  Tillage  of  Peoria      ....    477 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  incorporating  the 
Naval  Fraternal  Association  ...    490 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  making  a  road 
from  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie  to  the  Con- 
necticut Reserve    .....    550 

on  the  suppre«Mon  of  public  documents  831, 837 

-     326 


Page. 
475 


Harris,  Mark,  of  Maine,  attended 
Harris,  Richard.     (See  Farrow ^  Nimrod.) 
Harvey,  Matthew,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended 
Hawks,  James,  of  New  York,  attended    • 
Hayre,  Catharine,   Mr.  Little  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  praying  a  divorce  from  her  hus- 
band, referred        .        .        .        .        - 
adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in  • 


733 
325 

540 
605 
482 
602 
325 


325 
325 


696 
723 


Hay  ti,  Mr.  Hill  submitted  a  resolution  respecting 
commercial  intercourse  with,  agreed  to  - 

Hemp,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  petition,  pray- 
ing an  increase  of  the  duty  on  imported, 
referred  -        -        -        - 

Hemphill,  Joseph,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended    - 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  incorporating  the 

Naval  Fraternal  Association  -        .        . 

on  internal  improvement  .... 

Hernandez,  Joseph  M.,  of  Florida,  attended 

report  on  the  election  of    - 
Herrick,  Ebenezer,  of  Maine,  attended 
Hightower,  Richard,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  committed     ....    632 
committee  discharged,  and  bill  ordered  to  the 

third  reading 1064 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  1071 
returned  with  amendments        -        -        -  1 159 
which  were  concurred  in   -        -        -        -1161 
Hill,  Mark  L.,  of  Maine,  attended    ...     325 
remarks  of,    on  his  resolution   respecting 
commercial  intercourse  with  Hayti         -    475 
Hobart,  Aaron,  of  Massachusetts,  attended        -    325 
Hodgdon,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of    713 

read  twice,  and  committed        -        -        -  •  725 
reported  without  amendment    ...    884 
considered         ......  1162 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  11G6 
Hodge,  Ann,  committee  on  the  petition  of,  dis- 
charged, and  petitioner  had  leave  to  with- 
draw her  papers    .....     857 

Hodsdon,  Isaac,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed 674 

Hogan,  John  B.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading   *  1069 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  1077 
Hogg,  John,  petition  of,  referred  to  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury         ....    432 

Helcomb,  George,  of  New  York,  attended         -    325 
speech  of,  on  the  new  Tariff  bill        -        -    739 
Hook,  Josiah,  petition  of,  with  accompanying 
documents,  and  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 
the  relief  of,  referred  to  the  Committee 

of  Claims 448 

Hook,  Samuel  F.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of         -        -        -        -        -        -    713 

read  twice,  and  committed         ...     725 
reported  with  amepdments,  and  ordered  to 

the  third  reading 803 

read  the  third  time,  and  laid  on  the  table   •    887 
motion  to  take  it  up  negatived  ...  1040 
taken  up,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  1095 
Hooks,  Charles,  of  North  Carolina,  attended     -    326 
Hostile  Expeditions,  Mr.    Colden   submitted  a 
resolution,  requesting  information  of  the 
President  in  regard  to,  against  the  terri- 
tory of  Powers  in  ainity  with  the  United 

States 354 

considered         ...---    865 
agreed  to  ...--.     369 

Message,  with  documents,  in  reply,  read    -    803 
Hour  of  Meeting,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Chambers 

the,  was  fixed  at  11  o'clock   ...     725 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  it  was  changed 

to  12  o'clock 771 

debate  on  Mr.  Chambers'  motion  to  change 
the,  to  1 1  o'clock  again         ...    806 
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Hour  of  Meeting— continaed.  Page, 

motion  laid  on  the  table    .        -        -        •    800 
Mr.  Condict  moved  to  change  the,  to  1 1 

o'clock,  agreed  to 1041 

Howard,  Stephen,  jr.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  committed    -        -        -        -    667 
Howell,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  debated         ....  1055 

rejected    -.-.---  1066 

Habbard,  Thomai  H.,  of  New  York,  attended  -     335 

Humphrey,  Alexander  and  Sylvester,  a  bill  from 

the  Senate  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed       .....    479 

adverse  report  thereon       -  -        -    802 

considered 1162 

laid  on  the  table 1168 

Hyde,  James,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  ordered  to  the  third  reading    •        -    857 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        -    887 

I. 

Importation  of  Goods  from  adjacent  States  and 

Territories.     (See  Mtrehandhe.) 
Imports,    a  bill  concerning  the   collection  of. 

(See  Duties  on  Imports,  ^c. ) 
Imprisonment  for  Debt,  a  bill  for  the  abolition 

of,  recommitted  to  a  select  committee     -     426 
'  a  new  bill  reported,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted  578 

Incomplete  Titles,  a  bill  to  enable  the  holders 
of  certain  French  and  Spsnish,  to  insti- 
tute proceedings  to  try  the  validity  of  the 
same,  read  twice,  and  committed    -        -    506 
recommitted  to  the   Committee  on  Public 
Lands  -------    650 

reported  without  amendments    •        -        -    667 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  enable  the  holders 
of  French,  British,  and  Spanish  titles  in 
Louisiana  to  institute  proceedings  to  try 
the  vslidity  of  the  same         -        -        -  1121 
read  twice,  and  referred    .        >        -  1122,  1123 
Index,  resolution  directing  the  Clerk  to  prepare 
a  digested,  of  the  information  communi- 
cated to  both  Houses  by  the  President 
and  Heads  of  Departments  since  the 
commencement  of  the  Fifteenth   Con- 
gress             -        -1118 

Indiana,  the  Speaker  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  General  Assembly  of,  respecting  the 
organization  of  a  new  circuit  of  the  Uni- 
ted States      -        -        -        -        -        -     649 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of,  to  open  a 
canal  through  the  public  lands  to  con- 
nect the  Wabash  and  Miami  of  Lake 
Erie,  read  twice,  and  committed    -        -    667 
Indian  Afikirs,  appointment  of  the  Committee 

on         ...'-.--    380 
the  committee  had  leave  to  sit  during  the 

sitting  of  the  House      .        -        .        .'  l653 
report  of  the  Second  Auditor  transmitting 
the  accounts  of  the  superintendents  and 
agents  of,  referred  to  the  committee  on  -  1060 
committee  discharged        -        -        -        ^1171 
Indian  Reservations,  a  report,  in  full,  on  the 

subject  of 714 

laid  on  the  table       -        -        -        -        -     715 
Indian  Title,  a  Message  of  the  President  re- 
specting the  extinguishment  of  the,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands    371 
report  of  the  committee  laid  on  the  table    -  1018 


a 

a 
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Indian  Title— continued.  Pift- 

a  bill  for  extinguishing  the,  to  oeitsm  it' 
serves  of  land  in  CSeorgia,  read  twin. 
and  committed  -  -  ...  4*: 
Mr.  Moore  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Alabama  praying  the  ei- 
tinguishment  of  the,    to   lands  in  that 

y         Sute,  referred y^ 

adverse  report  thereon  laid  on  the  table  •  105' 
Message  of  the  President  tranamittiDg  ^• 
uments  in  relation  to  the  extingoishment 
of  the,  in  Georgia  and  Missouri  -  -  ^ 
Indian  Trade,  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afiun 
were  instructed  to  inqaire  into  abatef 
committed  by  the  late  Superintendent  of 

the 19  i 

Indian  Trading  Establishments,  Mr.  Taylor 
moved  to  refer  so  mn^  of  the  Presideet'c 
Message  as  relates  to  the  act  for  atioliilk- 
ing  the,  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, agreed  to  -  -  -  -  .  E 
Mr.  Metcalfe  submitted  a  resolution  rrquc«t' 
ing  the  President  to  report  the  progrm 
made  in  executing  the  act  for  abolkhiof 

the 

considered         ..---. 
passed      ..----. 
Message  transmitting  documents  in  npij  • 
another  Message  on  the  same  subject 
a  report,  in  full,  on  the  subject  .        .       - 

Indiana,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  inter* 
course  with  the,  for  the  year  1823,  nU 
twice,  and  committed     .        ^       .       - 

debated 1067, 1^« 

'ordered  to  the  third  reading       •       -       •  i^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         •       •  l^ 
returned  W)th  amendments        -       -       •  Us 
which  were  concurred  in  -        •       •       - 1^^ 
Mr.  Cook  submitted  a  resolution  rcqiiestin; 
the  President  to  furnish  a  statement  of 
expenditures  on  account  of  the,  Sk  the 
years  1821  and  1822,  laid  on  the  table 
considered,  modified,  and  adopted 
a  report  respecting  the  Florida,  laid  on  tlis 

Uble 1* 

Ingham,    Samuel    D.,    of    Pennsylvania,    the 
Speaker  presented  the  certificate  of  the 
election  of-        -        -        -       ..SI? 
attendance  of  -        -        -        •       .      -   3k 
appointed  on  the  Committee  of  Wayi  ai 
Means  in  place  of  Mr.  Smith         -      '   ^' 
Internal  Improvement,  Mr.  Woodson  submittei! 
a  resolution  respecting  the  proprietf  of 
the  interposition  of  the  General  Govrnh 
ment  in  promoting  certain  objects  of 
(See,  also,  Roads  and  Canats,) 
Invalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  concerning,  read  twicr« 
and  committed      -        -        .       -       « 
reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
the  third  reading   -        -        -       -       - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

J. 

Jackaon,  Edward  B^  of  Virginia,  attended 

Jenkins,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  tvicsi 

and  committed      .        .        .       -      - 

reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

the  third  reading   -        •        -       -       - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 


.  s:. 


» 


0 


3^ 


i: 

1141 


Ixi 


INDEX. 


Ixii 


House  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


Page. 
•     326 


476 

641 
326 
326 


-  1026 


JeDniaga,  Jonathan,  of  Indiana,  attended  - 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  iota  in 
Peoria  village        ..... 
on  Mr.   Vance'*  resolntion  respecting  the 
surveyors  of  the  public  lands 
Johnson,  Francis,  of  Kentucky,  attended  • 
Johnson,  John  T.,  of  Kentucky,  attended  - 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  holding  a  district 
court  at  Louisville        ... 
Johnston,  Jostah   Stoddard,   of  Louisiana,  at- 
tended   326 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  calling  on  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  information  in  re- 
gard to  the  territory  on  the  Colombia 

river 430 

ou  the  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the 

courts  in  Louisiana        -        -     634,  689,  690 
on  the  bill  for  holding  a  district  court  at 

Louisville 1025 

Jones,  James,  of  Virginia,  attended  ...     326 
Jones,  Francis,  of  Tennessee,  attended    -        -    326 
Journals  of  Congress,  a  resolution  from  the  Sen- 
ate directing  the  printing  of  the,  from 
September  5,  1774,  to  November  3, 1786, 
received         .----- 
read  twice,  and  referred    .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  laid  on  the  table   -1112 
reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
the  third  reading   ..... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        •        - 
amendment  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate,  and 
the  resolution  lost  in  consequence  - 
Judicial  System  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  to  amend  the,  read 
twice,  and  committed    -        •  i      • 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  a  bill  to  extend  the  juris- 
diction of,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
considered,  explained,  and  ordered  to  the 
third  reading          .        -        -        .        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
returned  with  amendments        .        .        ^ 
considered  and  laid  on  the  table 
taken  up,  and  further  considered 
agreed  to          -...-- 
the  Senate  recede  from  the  first  part  of  their 
amendment,  and  insist  upon  the  latter 
part      ..--.-- 
the  House  receded  from  their  disagreemejit 
thereto 


1090 
1091 


1118 
1171 


-  1172 


-     723 


910 
928 
1109 
1110 
1120 
1121 


1123 


1124 


K. 

Kearney,  Lawrence,  Mr.  Colden  presented  the 
memorial  o^  referred     .... 

Kemp,  Thomas,  report  on  the  petition  o^  re- 
committed    .-.--- 

Kendall,  William,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  committed      ...... 

Kent,  Joseph,  of  Maryland,  attended 

Kentucky,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  alter  the  time 
of  holding  the  district  court  in 
read  three  times,  and  passed      .        .        • 

Key  West,  Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  resolution 
requesting  information  of  the  President 
respecting  appropriations  required  for  for- 
tifying ------- 

debate  thereon 

message,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  in  reply,  read,  and  re- 
ferred     


389 

626 

856 
325 


1144 
1147 


425 

435 


644 


Key  West — continued.  Page, 

a  report,  adverse  to  the  appropriation,  laid 

on  the  table  - 733 

Keyes,  Elias,  of  Vermont,  attended  ...     325 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  disciplining  the 

militia  -..«..     553,  575 
on  the  General  Appropriation  bill      -        -  1020 
King,  Benjamin,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,   read 

twice,  and  laid  on  the  table    -        -        -  1118 
Kinsey,  Edmund,  and  William  Smilie,  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   1013 

Kirkland,  Joseph,  of  New  York,  attended        -    325 

L. 

Lamb,  Lucy,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on 

the  petition  of,  recommitted   -        .        .    357 
unfavorable  report  thereon         ...    334 
Land  Office,  a  bill  to  enable  the  Commissioner 
of  the,  to  correct  mistakes  in  entries  of 
land,  read  twice,  and  committed    -        -    542 
Land  Offices,  Mr.  Sterling  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion in  relation  to  allowances  for  extra 
clerk  hire  in  the  several,  debated    -        -    579 

amended 581 

agreed  to 582 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  designate  the  boun- 
daries of  districts,  and  to  establish,  in 
Ohio  and  Indiana  ....  1144 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....  i]46 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  the  third  reading       ....  1157 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  1 160 
Land  Patents,  a  bill  concerning  the  President's 

signature  to,  read  twice,  and  committed  1023 
Lathrop,  Samuel,  of  Massachusetts,  attended  -  335 
Lawrence,  Julia,  unfavorable  report  on  the  case 

of,  committed  .....  650 
Lawrence,  Eleanor,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

the  relief  of '960 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  ioi3 

reported  without  amendment    -        •  1015,1161 
read  the  thifd  time,  and  passed  •        -  1162 

Laws  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate authorizing  the  purchase  of  a  number 
of  copies  of  the  sixth  volume  of  the        -    713 
read  twice,  and  committed         ...    725 
considered        -        -        -        -        -        -1169 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  1170 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1 171 

Lead  and  Gunpowder,  report  on  a  resolution 

respecting  certain  loans  of,  laid  on  table      650 
Lead  Mines,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  so  much 
of  the  President's  Message  as  relates  to 
the  appointment  of  a  superintendent  of 
the,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Manufactures 332 

Mr.  Rankin  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
on  the  President  for  information  in  regard 

to  the 482 

agreed  to 488 

Mr.  Rankin  submitted  a  resolution  request- 
ing the  President  to  communicate  the  in- 
formation asked  for  at  the  next  session, 

agreed  to 905 

Lee,  Richard  Bland.    (See  Orphans*  Courts.) 
Lee,  Henry,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  laid  on  the  table  -  -  -  -  1015 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  1028 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1041 
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Page. 
Leftwich,  Jabez,  of  Virginia,  attended       •        -    335 
Le  Ray,  Madame,  report  on  the  petition  of,  com- 
mitted   448 

Lewis,  Edwin,  the  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hooee 
a  letter  from,  preferring  certain  charges 
against  Judge  Tait        ....    463 
(See  Tait,  Judge  Charlett.) 
Mr.  Saunders  presented  a  paper  in  relation 
to  the  character  of,  discussion  thereon    -  1058 

laid  on  the  table 1060 

Library  of  Congress,  a  resolution  from  the  Sen- 
ate for  appointing  a  joint  committee  on 

the 340 

concurred  in,  and  the  committee   on  the 
part  of  the  same  appointed    ...     356 
Lien.    (See  Mechanics.) 
Lighthouses,  dec,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  build- 
ing oU  rcftd  twice  and  committed  -        -  1052 
considered        -        -        •        -        -        -1165 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •  1 156 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the  build-  ' 

ing  of,  read  twice  and  committed  •  -  1 122 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  1 144 
Mr.  Sloan  submitted  a  resolution  request- 
ing the  President  to  furnish  a  statement 
of  the  money  expended  in  erecting  -  1057 
called  up  and  debated  ....  1066 
laid  on  the  table        •        •        -      '  -        -  1068 

Lillie,  Anson,  committee  on  the  petition  of,  dis- 
charged, and  the   petition   laid  on   the 

Uble 793 

Lincoln,  Mark  L.,  of  Maine,  attended      -        -    325 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  the 

establishment  of  certain  offices       -     664,  666 
on  expenses  of  the  Indian  department        -  1060 

Litchfield,  Elishn,  of  New  York,  attended         -    325 
Little,  Peter,  of  Maryland,  attended  -        -     325 

remarks  of,  on  the  Porto  Rico  expedition   -    367 
on   the  bill  for  making  a  road  from  the 
Miami  of  Lake  Erie  to  the  Connecticut 

Reserve 549 

on  the  suppression  of  public  documents  653,  838 
on  the  bill  concerning  the  United  States 

Courts  in  Louisiana       ....    090 
on  the  pay  of  army  officers        ...    799 
on  the  bill  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  Me- 
chanics* Bank  of  Alexandria  -        -  1053 

Loan,  Mr.  Allen  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for 
information  relative  to  a,  to  the  late  Com- 
missioners of  the  City  of  Washington    -    488 
agreed  to  --.---     506 

report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply,  read  and 

referred 579 

Long,  John,  of  Now  York,  attended         -        •    326 

Looisiana,  a  bill  providing  for  the  establishment 
of  titles  to  lands  in,  situated  between  the 
Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers,  committed    354 

debated 447,  456 

laid  on  the  table  .....  457 
considered,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  1111 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1121 

returned  with   amendments,  which   were 

concurred  in  .....  n70 

Mr.  Johnston  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  Legislature  of,  praying  a  grant  of  two 
acres  of  land,  referred    ....     432 
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Louisiana — continued.  Fir. 

letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treawur 
transmitting  reports  from  registers  of 
land  offices  in,  referred  -         -        -       - 

a  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the  di*- 
trict  court  in,  reported    -         -        - 

debated     --..-- 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and,  after  some  debate, 
laid  on  the  table    .        .        -        - 

further  considered     .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

returned  with  amendments 

which  were  concurred  in  - 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  revive  and  contioiK 
the  seventh  section  of  the  act  supplemo) 
tary  to  the  several  acts  for  adjustment  of 
claims  to  lands  in  ... 

read  twice  and  referred      ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  supplementary  to  (he 
several  acts  for  adjustment  of  claimf  to 
land  in,  read  twice,  and  refinred    -       •  ISS 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  the  third  reading        ....  l(*4 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -      •  U*. 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  enable  the  holders 
of  French,  British,  and  Spanish  titiec  tw 
lands  in,  to  institute  proceedings  to  tiv 
the  validity  of  the  same  -        -      •  ll"j 

read  twice,  and  referreA    -        -        -      •  il'*^ 
Louisville,    Kentucky,  a  bill  to  aathoriie  tlie 

holding  of  a  district  court  at,  recomoitteii  4i| 

reported  with  an  amendment    -        •      •  -i'^' 

debate  on  the  bill      -        -        -        .      >m 

bill  laid  on  the  table  ^        .       .       •  r^ 

Lowndes,  William,  of  South  Carolina,  the  detth 
of,  announced       ..... 

resolution  of  respect  to  the  memory  of 

adopted  unanimously        ... 
Lovett,  Daniel,  unfavorable  report  on  the  peti 
tion  of,  laid  on  the  table 

M. 

Mahy,  William,  Mr.  Little  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  Wir  W 
report  of  the  Secretary  read,  and  laid  on  the 

table 

report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  laid  on  the  tibJe  • 

Mail,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  repairiaf  vA 

improving  certain  roads,  for  ftdUtatiof 

the  transportation  of  the 

read  first  and  second  time,  and  referred    • 

reported  without  amendment    - 

considered        -        -        -        -       -      • 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Maine,  a  bill  respecting  the  district  court  of  the 

United    Sutes   for  the  district  of,  resii 

twice,  and  committed    .        .        .      • 

Maine  and  New  Hampshire,  a  bill  altering  tbe 

time  of  holding  the  drcuit  court  id  the 

districts  of,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  the 

third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Mallary,  Rollin  C,  of  Vermont,  attended        -  ^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  lots  in   ^ 
the  village  of  Peoria      -        -        -      *  « 
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Maiiary,  Rollin  C— continued.  Page, 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  occupation  of 

the  Columbia  river         ....     589 
remarks  uf,  on  bis  resolution  respecting  the 

appointment  of  midshipmen  for  the  Navy     644 
speech  of,  on  the  new  Tariff  bill        -        -    772 
Manufacture8,appointmentof  the  standing  Com- 
mittee on 329 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  so  much  of  the 
President's  Message  as  relates  to,  was  re- 
ferred to  said  committee  ...  332 
a  bill  for  the  more  effectual  encouragement 
and  protection  of  domestic,  read  twice, 
and  committed      -        -  -        •    644 

debated     726,  739,  771,  812,  890,  910,  929,  931, 

964 
motion  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  from  further  consideration  of  the 

bUl 1015 

motion  disagreed  to 1017 

Manufacturing  Establishmenta,  the  Speaker  pre- 
sented a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  informing  the  House  that  1,500 
copies  of  the  digest  of,  ordered  at  the  last 
seMion,  are  at  the  disposal  of  Congress  •  734 
Mr.  Campbell  submitted  a  joint  resolution  for 

the  distribution  of  the  said  digest   -        -     794 
resolution  read  the  second  time          -        -    803 
debate  thereon           .....    887 
resolution  laid  on  the  table        ...    890 
a  supplementary  return  of  the  digest  of, 
read,  and  laid  on  the  table      ...  1124 
Manumission  Society  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Rhea 
presented  the  memorial  of  the  eighth  con- 
vention of  the,  respecting  the  situation  of 
colored  persons  in  the  United  States,  re- 
ferred     642 

Marechal,  Joseph,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  committed    .        -        .        -    824 
Marine  Corps,  on  motion  of  Mr.  F.  Johnson  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  were   in- 
structed to  inquire  r&pecting  the  annual 
expenses  of  the,  and  the  expediency  of 
reducing  or  abolishing  the  same    -        -    644 
Marine  Railway,  Message  from  the   President 
communicating  documents  in  relation  to 
a,  invented  by  Captain  John  Rodgers,  re- 
ferred     696 

report  thereon 968 

Maryland,  Mr.  Kent  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of,  respecting  a  system  of  na- 
tional defence,  internal  improvement,  ^c.     484 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed    485 
Mr.   Wright  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of,  respecting  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
giving  power  to  Congress  to  adopt  a  sys- 
tem  of  internal  improvement          -        -     698 
Matlack,  James,  of  New  York,   attended          -     326 
Mataon,  Aaron,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended    -     325 
Matttocks,  John,  of  Vermont,  attended     -         -     325 
Mayhew,  Thaddeus,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  com- 
mitted   354 

reported  without  amendment,  and  passed  -  1143 
McCarty,  Richard,  of  New  York,  attended  -  325 
McCli^ng,  James,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  -  713 
read  twice,  and  committed  ...  725 
reported  without  amendment  ...  770 
read  three  times,  and  passed      -        -        -  1162 


Page. 
McCormick,  T.,  senior,  the  Speaker  presented 

the  memorial  of,  refered  ...     368- 

McCoy,  William,  of  Virginia,  attended    -        -    326 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  granting  certain  pre- 
emption rights  to  Alabama  and  Arkansas    362 
jon  the  bill  concerning  lots  in  the  villsge  of 

Peoria 471 

on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Vance  in  relation 

to  surveyors  of  public  lands   -        -      629,  640 
on  the  Revolutionary  Pension  bill     -        -     735 
McDuffie,  George,  of  South  Carolina,  attended  1013 
Mcllvaine,  Rev.  Charles  P.,  message  informing 
the  House  of  the  election  of,  as  Chaplain 

to  the  Senate 340 

McKenney,  Thomas  L.,  the  Committee  of  In- 
dian Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  official  conduct  of,  as  Superintendent 

of  Indian  Trade 1015 

McKiffl,  Isaac,  of  Maryland,  attended  ,  -  -  628 
report  on  the  credentials  of  -  -  -  643 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  occupation  of 

the  Columbia  river.        ....    692   • 
McLane,  Louis,  of  Delaware,  attended     -        -    826 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  suppression  of 

piracy   -.-----    377 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  incorporating  the 

Naval  Fraternal  Association  •        -    630 

remarks  of,  on  the  suppresson  of  public  docn- 

menta  .....-•    656 
speech  of,  on  the  same  subject  -        -        •871 
McMahin,  John,  committee  discharged  from  fur- 
ther   consideration    of  the    petition    of, 
which  waa  committed  to  the  Committee 

of  the  Whole 794 

McNeil,  Archibald,  of  North  Carolina,  attended    326 
speech  of,  on  the  new  Tariff  bill        -        -931 
McSherry,  James,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended    -    325 
Measurer,  a  bill  to  abolish  the  office  of,  read 

twice,  and  laid  on  the  table    -        -        -  1070 
considered        .-.---  1092 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  1093 
read  the  third  tune,  and  passed  ...  1096 
Mechanics,  a  bill  for  securing  payment  to  the, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  materials 
and  labor  employed  in  building,  consid- 
ered, amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third 

reading         - 426 

bill  laid  on  the  table  .        .        -        -    441 

Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  a  bill  from  the 

Senata  for  extending  the  charter  of  the  -  1023 
read  twice,  and  referred    ....  1024 

considered        ------  1063 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  1064 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        •  1063 
Medals,  the  Speaker  presented  a  letter  from  Mr. 
G.  W.  Erviog  respecting  a  donation  of 
French  and  American,  referred  to  the  Li- 
brary Committee   -----    368 

report  of  the  committee  thereon        -        -    427 
Members,  a  list  of  those  present  at  the  opening 

of  the  session         -        .        -        -     325,  326 

further  attendance  of,      328,  330,  333,  335,  353, 

369,   3$4,  439,  448,  482,  487,  506,  528,  642, 

723,  1013 
Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  resolution  request- 
ing the  President  to  inform  the  Hoi^e,  at 
the  next  session,  whether  any,  have  been 
concerned  in  public  contracts,  or  are  in 
arrears  to  Government,  laid  on  the  table  1172 
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Mercer,  Charles  F.,  of  Virginia,  attended         -     326 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  char- 
ter of  the  Mechanics*  Bank  of  Alexan- 
dria        1053 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  relative  to  the 
slave  trade 1147 

Merchtmdise,  debate  on  the  bill  to  amend  the 
act  to  regulate  the  importation  of,  from 
adjacent  territory  -----  446 
bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading  •  -  447 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  449 
returned  with  amendments  ...  1169 
amendments  concurred  in        -        -        -  1160 

Merchant,  George,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

War  on  the  petition  of,  referred      -        -    796 

Message,  the  President's  annual,  read,  and  five 

thousand  copies  ordered  to  be  printed     -     328 
Mr.  Taylor  submitted  a  resolution  for  re- 
ferring the  subjects  of  the,  to  appropriate 
committees    ------    828 

Metcalfe,  7'homas,  of  Kentucky,  attended        -     326 

Michigan,  a  bill  to  revive  and  continue  the  act 
for  adjustment  of  claims  to  land  in,  re- 
committed    -------     355 

a  new  bill  reported,  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted        448 

considered 480 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -    481 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •        -    482 
returned  with  amendments,  which  were  con- 
curred in       -----        -  1062 

a  bill  to  provide  for  an  additional  judge  in 

the  Territory  of,  considered    -        -        -    431 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        .        •    432 
read  the  third  time,  and  laid  on  the  table   -    433 
taken  up,  and  passed        -        .        .        .     680 
Mr.  Sibley  presented  a  petition  from  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of,  praying  that,  may  be 
admitted  to  the  second  grade  of  territorial 
government,  referred      .        .        -        -    482 
Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  presented  a  petition 
from  inhabitants  of,  praying  that  no  al- 
teration may  be  made  in  the  form  of  gov- 
ernment of,  referred      .        -        .        -    487 
a  bill  to  amend  the  ordinance  and  acts  of 
Congress   for  the  government  of,  read 
twice,  and  committed    -        -        -        -    560 

considered,  read  three  times,  and  passed     -  1110 
a  bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  office 
in  the  Territory  of,  reported  with  amend- 
ments, and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  1125 
read  three  times,  and  passed      -        -        -  1 142 

Midshipmen,  a  bill  to  provide  for  disciplining 

and  instructing,  recommitted  •        -    426 

Mr.  Mallary  submitted  a  resolution  as  to  the 
expediency  of  an  equal  selection  of,  from 
the  different  States,  agreed  to         •        •    644 

report  thereon,  in  full        .        -        .        .  1042 

Military  Academy,  Mr.  Cannon  submitted  a  re- 
solution for  inquiring  into  the  expediency 
of  discontinuing  the  preference  given  to 
the  graduates  of  the,  over  those  of  other 
institutions,  In  entering  the  public  service  341 
agreed  to 471 

'  Military  Affairs,  appointment  of  the  standing 

Committee  on 330 

the  committee  discharged  -        -        -        -  1171 
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Military  EsUbUshment,  Mr.  Taylor  moved  tbit 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  »s  re- 
lates to  the,  be  referred  to  the  Comoiittee 
on  Military  Affairs         -         ... 

agreed  to-        -        -        -         ... 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  traaiout- 
ting  statements  of  expenditares  on  accoaat 
of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the,  for  thr 
year  1822,  referred  -  ... 
Military  Land  Warrants,  a  bill  extending  tb 
time  for  locating  the  Virginia,  read  twiee, 
and  committed      -        •         -       .      . 

considered         -        .        -         ... 

recommitted     -        -        -         .       .      - 

reported  with  amendments 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  extending  the  tise 
for  locating  the  Virginia 

read  three  times,  and  passed 

a  bill  extending  the  time  far  issttiog  ao^ 
locating,  to  the  soldiers  of  the  RevoIstioB- 
ary  war,  read  and  referred 

considered,  and  ordered  to  the  third  mdiBS 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Military  Road,  Mr.  Sterling  sabmitted  a  rssolo- 

tion  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  Wsr 

for   information  in  regard   to  the,  froo 

PlatUburg  to  Sackett's  Harbor      -      - 

agreed  to  -        -        -         -         ... 

report  of  the  Secretary  laid  on  the  tabSe  • 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  -----•• 

Military  Service,  a  bill  making  appropriatioos  for 
the,  for  the  year  1823,  read  and  coausk- 
ted        ------. 

considered,  and  ordered  to  the  third  mdia^ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

returned  with  amendments,  the  firit  d 
which  was  agreed  to  and  the  aeeond  &- 
agreed  to       -        -        -         ... 

a  bill  making  further  appropriations  for  the, 
[fortifications,]  for  the  year  1833,  read 
twice,  and  committed    -        .       .      • 

considered         -        -        -         1076,1097. 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

returned  with  amendments 

amendments  concurred  in  .       .      • 

a  bill  making  further  appropriations  for  tbc, 
[Indian  expenses,]  for  the  year  18S3» 
read  twice,  and  committed 

considered        -        -        .        .         lO^. 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

returned  with  amendments 

amendments  concurred  in  -       -      ' 

Militia,  Mr.  Whipple  submitted  a  reaolottoii  re- 
'         spectingthe  expediency  of  amending  t^< 
act  for  arming  and  disciplining  the 

resolution  laid  on  the  table 

modified  and  agreed  to      -        -       -      * 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  to  refer  so  much  of  tbe 
President's  Message  as  relates  to  the,  to 
a  select  committee         .        .       .      • 

agreed  to 

appointment  of  the  committee  -  *  /f 

the  committee  discharged 

■  a  bill  for  disciplining  the,  considered  and  re* 
committed 
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bill  reported  with  ameDJments  ...  267 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  426 
debate  on  the  bill       ....      553^  5g2 

bill  laid  on  the  table 67ff 

Mr.  Cannon  submitted  aeveral  regolutiona 

in  relation  to  the  improrement  of  the      -     341 
agreed  to-        -        -        -        -        -        •     471 

referred  to  the  committee  on  the  -  -  713 
debate  on  the  bill  for  clothing  the,  when  in 

actual  service         .....     349 

bill  laid  on  the  Uble 350 

called  up,  and  considered  -  .  .  .  386 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  389 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  •391 
Mr.  Wright  submitted  a  resolution  as  to  the 

expediency  of  arming  the,  with  rifles  •  433 
laid  on  the  table  .....  435 
taken  up,  and  agreed  to  -  -  .  -  661 
Mr.  Walworth  reported  a  resolution  for  in-^ 

creasing  the   annual   appropriations  for 

arming  the     ......  i069 

letter  from  the  President  transmitting  annual 

returns  of  the,  laid  on  the  table      -        -  1 1 10 

lUf  Peter,  the  committee  on  tho  petition  of, 

discharged,  and  petition  laid  on  the  table    824 
Dt,  Mr.  Oonkiing  submitted  a  resolution  as  to 
the  expediency  of  continuing  the  act  of 
3d  March,  1801,  concerning  the     -        -    663 
resolution  laid  on  the  table        ...    664 
taken  up,  amended,  and  agreed  to    -        -     668 
a  report  in  full  on  tho  subject  of  tho  *        -     804 
a  bill  further  to  prolong  the  continuance  of 
the,  at  Philadelphia,  ordered  to  the  third 
reading          .--..-  1096 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  1112 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  a  statement  of  the  operations 
of  the,  for  the  year  1822,  read,  and  laid  on 
the  table 1124 

scellaoeoas  Claims,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  tho  Treasury,  transmitting  statements 
of  payments  made  for  the  discharge  of^ 
read,  and  laid  on  the  table      ...    724 

Bsouri,  a  bill  respecting  lend  titles  in.  (See 
Incomplete  Tiiie$,) 

the  Speaker  presented  a  petition  from  in- 
habitants of,  praying  the  establishment 
of  a  new  land  district  therein,  referred     •    650 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  an  addi* 
tional  land  office  in        -        -        -         -    825 

read  twice,  and  referred    .        -        .        .    887 

reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
the  third  reading   •        -        -        -        -  1 145 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -  1 146 

Mr.  Scott  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of,  prating  the  establishment 
of  a  tribunal  to  decide  definitely  upon 
unsettled  claims  to  lands  in,  referred      -  1089 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  the  Re- 
corder of  Land  Titles  in,  to  examine  and 
report  on  the  number  of  unconfirmed 
French  and  Spanish  land  claims  in,  read 
twice,  and  referred        ....  1124 

reported,  and  laid  on  the  ta bio  -  -  -  1144 
tehell,  James  S.r  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  •  325 
tchell,  Thorns  R.,  of  South  Carolina,  attended    326 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  concerning 
Surgeons  in  the  Navy  ^         .        .        .    474 


Mitchell,  Thomas  R. — continued.  Page, 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  incorporating  the 

Naval  Fraternal  Association  -        -        .     503 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  making  a  road  from 
the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie  to  the  Connecti- 
cut Reserve  --....     549 

on  the  suppression  of  public  documents  654,  666 
speech  of,  on  the  new  Tariff  bill        .        .  1001 
Mobile,  a  bill  granting  certain  lots  in  the  city 
of,  to  the  corporation  of  said  city,  read 
twice,  and  committed    ....    723 

reported  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  1143 
Mobile  and  Blakely.     (See  Tonnage  Duty.) 
Montgomery,  Thomas,  of  Kentucky,  attended  -     326 
speech  of,  on  the  new  Tariff  bill        .        .     936 
Montgomery,  Alexander,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

for  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of    460 
read  twice,  and  committed        .        •        -    461 
reported  with  amendment        ...    473 
considered         -        -        •        .        .        .1161 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        .        -  1162 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  1 166 
Montgomery,  J.  M.  C,  a  bill  for'  the  relief  of, 

read  twice,  and  committed     ...  1056 
Moore,  Gabriel,  of  Alabama,  attended      -        -    326 
remarks  of,  on  the  charges  against  Judge 
Tait      ....       464,465,467,468 

•  speech  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  the 
purchase  of  land  by  receivers  and  registers 
in  their  own  land  districts     ...    676 
remarks  off  on  the  suppression  of  public  doc- 
uments-       ......    840 

on  a  paper  respecting  the  character  of  Ed- 
win Lewis 1069 

Moore,  Thomas  L.,  of  Virginia,  attended        -    328 
Morgan,  John  J.,  of  New  York,  attended        -    328 
remarks  of,  oti  the  bill  concerning  lots  in 
the  village  of  Peoria       ....    486 
Morrison,  James,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  committed  ....  636 
considered,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  732 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  771 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  lor  the  relief  of  -  1109 
read  twice,  and  committed  -  -  -1111 
reported  with  amendment,  and  recommitted  1 122 
reported  without  amendment  ...  1162 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -  1163 
Murray,  Thomas,  jr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended    326 

N. 
Natchez   Hospital,    Mr.  Rankin  presented  the 
memorial  of  the   General  Assembly  of 
Missusippi,  praying  the  aid  of  Congress 
in  support  of  the,  referred       ...    927 
National  Armory.     (See  Western  Waters.) 
National  Road.     (See  Cumber/and  Road.) 
Naval  Affairs,  appointment  of  the  standing  Com- 
mittee on      -        -        -        ...    330 
Naval  Fraternal  Association,  debate  on  a  bUl 

for  incorporating  the  ....  437 
bill  recommitted  .....  439 
reported  with  amendments,  and  laid  on  table  473 
taken  up,  and  considered  ....  490 
further  considered     -        -        -      610, 530, 640 

bill  rejected 642 

Naval  Hospitals,  report,  in  full,  on  the  report  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the,  with  a  bill  to 
reimburse  the  sums  withdrawn  from  the 
hospital  fund,  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed 797 
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Naval  Peace  EsUbliBhment,  Mewage  transmit- 
ting a  report  of  tiie  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
containing  a  plan  for  the        ...     342 

referred     - 348 

report  thereon,  in  full,  with  a  bill  to  fix  and 
render  permanent  the,  read  twice,  and 
committed      -.--.-     644 

Navigation,  a  bill  to  repeal  the  third  section  of 
the  act  supplementary  to  the  act  concern- 
ing, read  three  times,  and  passed   -      369,  371 

Navy,  Mr.  Taylor  moved  that  so  much  of  the 
President's  Message  as  relates  to  the,  b« 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs       331 

agreed  to 332 

Mr.  Cannon  submitted  a  resolution  direct- 
^       ing  the  Secretary  to  report  a  statement  of 

the  names  and  grades  of  the  officers  of  the    341 

agreed  to 471 

letter  of  the  Secretary  in  reply,  referred      •    679 
Mr.  Fuller  submitted  a  resolution  calling  on 
the  Secretary  for  information  respecting 
the  rules  and  regulations  of  the      -        -    433 
agreed  to-        -        •        -        -        -        -    440 
report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply  -        -    507 

Mr.  Mitchell  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
on  the  Secretary  for  information  as  to  the 
number  and  pay  of  surgeons  and  sur- 
geons* mates  in  the        -        .        .        .     475 

agreed  to 606 

report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply,  laid  on  the 

table 632 

report  of  the  Secretary  transmitting  a  state- 
ment of  expenditures  on  account  of  the  -  507 
laid  on  the  table  .....  676 
report  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  -  507 
laid  on  the  table  .....  678 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the,  for  the  year  1823,  read  twice,  and 

committed 713 

considered 1051 

further  considered,  and  ordered  to  the  third 

reading 1056 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1057 
returned  with  amendments  -  -  -1 159 
amendments  concurred  in  -        -        -1160 

Navy  Commissioners,  report  of  contracts  made 

by  the,  laid  on  the  table  ...    803 

Navy  Department,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
transmitting  a  report  of  the  clerks,  mes- 
sengers, dtc,  employed  in  the,  laid  on  the 
Ubie 328 

Neale,  Raphael,  of  Maryland,  attended     -        -    328 

Nelson,  Jeremiah,  of  Massachusetts,  attended    -     325 
Nelson,  John,  of  Maryland,  attended        •        •    325 

remarks  of,  on  the  charges  against  Judge 
Tait 467 

on  the  New  Jersey  memorial     ...     802 

on  Mr.  White's  resolution  for  establiahing 
an  education  fund  ....    964 

on  a  paper  respecting  the  character  of  Ed- 
win Lewis    --....  1059 

Nelson,  Hugh,  of  Virginia,  attended          .        .  326 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  fixing  the  apportion- 
ment of  Representatives  for  Alabama      -  445 
New,  Anthony,  of  Kentucky,  attended     -        -  326 


New  Brunswick,  (New  Jersey,)  Mr.  Condict  pre- 
sented memorials  from  inhabitants  ot 
praying  encouragement  to  mannCtctorbf 
interests,  referred  .        .         .        -       . 

New  Hampshire,  a  bill  altering  the  time  of  bo!d- 

iug   the  circuit  courts  in  the  districts  of 

Maine  and,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  the 

third  reading  .        .         .        •       . 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased  - 

New  Jersey,  Mr.  Condict  presented  a  memotitl 
from  sundry  inhabitants  of,  praying  aid 
and  encouragement  to  manu&etnrcs,  re- 
ferred   -        •        .        -         -        .      - 

New  Orleans  to  Washington,  Mr.  JohnsoD  pre- 
sented the  report  of  a  joint  committee  of 
the  Legislature  of  Loaiaaana  reapcctiag  a 
new  and  shorter  mail  roate  from    - 

Newspapers,  order  for  supplying  the  mcraben 
with      -----.. 

Mr.  Lincoln  submitted  a  resolution  direct' 
ing  the  Secretaries  to  report  what  joumsk. 
&c.,  are  taken  by  their  respective  Depart* 
ments   -        -        -        -         -        -      . 

modified,  and  agreed  to     •         .        .      . 

reports  received  in  obedience  to  the  resols- 

tion       ....  80S,  931, 1670, 

Newton,  Thomas,  of  Virginia,  attended    - 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  cooeeming  the  £s- 
bursement  of  public  moneys  - 

New  York,  Mr.  Colden  submitted  a  reeolatisc 
as  to  the  propriety  of  granting  an  appctl 
from  the  decisions  of  the  district  court  for 
the  northern  district  of    -         -        - 

laid  on  the  table         ..... 

a  bill  of  the  last  sesaion  supple mentair  to 
the  act  for  the  better  organization  o(  tk 
courts  of  the  United  States  in,  recos- 
mitted  ..--•-• 

reported  with  amendment,  and  laid  on  tbe 
table      -        -        -        -        ... 

considered,  and  ordered  to  the  third  rea^ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Nichols,  Amos,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  tbe  r^ 
liefof 

reported  without  amendment    « 

read  three  times,  and  passed 
Nimmo,  William  T.,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  bdr¥ 
of,  read  twice,  and  committed 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  the  third  reading        .        .        •      • 

read  the  third  time,  and  laid  on  the  table  • 

O. 

Officers  of  the  Government,  a  bill  to  redoce  the 
salaries  of  certain,  recommitted 
committed  to  the  Committee  on  Retrrncb- 
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Offices,  Mr.  Lincoln  submitted  a  resolntioa  for 
establishing  certain,  by  law,  the  eompen- 
sation  of  which  has  heretofore  been  pro- 
vided for  in  appropriation  bills,  or  psid 
out  of  contingent  funds 
amended,  and  agreed  to    -        .        .      • 

Ogden,  Thomas  L.,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  Jf> 
lief  of,  read  twice,  and  committed  - 

Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers,  message  tranenit- 
ting  a  report  of  tbe  Board  of  Engineer!' 
on  the  examination  and  surreys  ot  tke  * 
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Page, 
d^c,  a    letter  from   the   Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  transmitting  a  statement  of  con* 
tracts  made  for,  laid  on  the  table    -        •>     734 

^ance,  Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  resolution 
calling  on  the  President  for  a  stitement 
of  expenditures  on  account  of,  for  certain 
years 384 

modified  so  as  to  require  a  statement  of  the 
nvhole  amount  of,  now  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  and  agreed  to  -        -        -    391 

message  transmitting  documents  containing 
the  information  called  for       -        -        -    490 

message  transmitting  documents  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the 1041 

hans'  Courts,  Mr.  Mercer  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  judges  of  the,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  praying  a  reorganization  of 
said  courts    ...-•.    384 

ichita  Parish,  Louisiana,  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of,  respecting  a  tract  of  land 
called  Bastrop's  Grant,  referred  to  a  select 
committee     ......    335 

rstreet,  James,  of  South  Carolina,  resolution 
of  respect  for  the  memory  of  -     -  -        •    663 

P. 
sots,  Mr.  Taylor  submitted  a  resolution  as  to 
the  expediency  of  allowing  costs  in  all 
cases  where  damages  are  recovered  for 
violations  of,  agreed  to  -  -  -  -  474 
a  bill  concerning,  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted          643 

letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  transmit- 
ting a  list  of,  granted  during  the  year 
1822,  laid  on  the  table   ....     662 
a  bill  concerning  the  President's  signature 

to,  for  lands,  read  twice,  and  committed  1023 
erson,  Walter,  of  New  York,  attended         -     325 
erson,  Thomas,  of  Pennsylvania,  attejided  -    326 
ments  from  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Cook  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  as  to  the  expediency 
of  requiring  all,  to  be  made  directly  to  the 
party  entitled  to  the  same       ...    603 
Itentiary,  a  bill  for  the  estabKshment  of  a,  in 

the  District  of  Columbia,  recommitted    -    340 
an  amendatory  bill  reported       ...    432 
naylvania,  a  bill  to  alter  the  judicial  district 

of,  recommitted     .        •        •        •        .    355 
reported,  read  twice,  and  committed  •        *    674 
letter  from  the  Governor  of,  transmitting  the 
official  certificate  of  the  election  of  the 
Representatives  of,  to  the  18th  Congress, 
laid  on  the  table    -        -        -        -        -  1066 
>l>8cot  Bay  and  River,  a  resolution  request- 
ing the  President  to  cause  a  survey  to  be 

made  of  the 390 

»ions,  a  bill  concerning  inralid,  read  twice, 

and  committed       .....    384 
reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

the  third  reading 1142 

road  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  1 143 
»ions  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  appoint- 
ment of  the  standing  Committee  on        -    329 
ia.9  Illinois,  a  bill  to  confirm  certain  claims 

to  lots  in  the  village  of,  considered  -    471 

tiill  rejected 473 

tlie  vote  reconsidered,  and  the  bill  further 

debated 475 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    478 


Peoria,  Illinois — continued.  Page. 

bill  further  debated 485 

recommitted 467 

reported  with  amendment,  and  again  or- 
dered to  the  third  reading       ...     528 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     544 
Perry,  Sarah,  Mr.^  Hamilton  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     -        ...        -    577 
report  in  full  thereon,  with  a  bill  for  her  re- 
lief, which  was  read  twice,   and  com- 
mitted   651 

Petitions  and  Resolutions,  Mr.  Williams  submit- 
ted a  resolution  respecting  the  reference 
of  the,  of  the  last  session  ...  354 
amended,  and  laid  on  the  table  ...  358 
Philadelphia,  Mr.  Hemphill  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of, 
praying  the  passage  of  the  bill  respecting 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  referred    632 

Phillips,  John,  of  PennsylTania,  attended-        -    325 

Phillips,  Georgo  J.,  petition  of  the  syndics  of 
the  creditors  of,  referred  to  the  First 
Comptroller  ......     724 

Phillips,  William,  committee  on  the  petition  of, 
discharged,  and  the  petition  laid  on  the 
table 793 

Piatt,  John  H.,  debate  on  the  motion  to  dis- 
charge the  committee  on  the  petition  of 
the  representatives  of,  and  refer  the  same 
to  a  select  committee     ....    797 
motion  agreed  to,  and  the  select  committee 

appointed      -..-..    798 
report  of  the  committee  laid  on  the  table    -  1172 

Pierce,  Lieutenant  George,  Mr.  Farrelly  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  respecting  a  provision 
for  the  support  of  the  family  of  the  late  -    386 
reported,  with  a  resolution  for  referring  the 
same  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy 

Pension  Fund 578 

Pierson,  Jeremiah  H.,  of  New  York,  attended  -    325 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  distribu- 
tion of  the  copies  of  the  digest  of  manu- 
factures          889 

Piracy,  Mr.  Taylor  moved  to  refer  so  much  of 
the  President's  Message  as  relates  to  the 
suppression  of,  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 

Aflairs 331 

motion  agreed  to 332 

Mr.  Condict  submitted  a  resolution  as  to 
the  expediency  of  further  measures  for 

the  suppression  of 348 

resolution  laid  on  the  table        ...    349 
a  Message  of  the  President  on  the  subject 
of,  in  the  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexi- 
co, read,  and  referred     -        -        -        .    349 
a  bill  authorizing  an  additional  naval  force 
for  the  suppression  of,  read  twice,  and 

committed 369 

debate  on  the  bill 371 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    384 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  continue  the 
act  for  the  protection  of  commerce  and 
punishment  of,  considered  and  ordered 
to  the  third  reading        ....    447 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    449 
a  bill  extending  to  district  courts  the  juris- 
diction heretofore  given  to  circuit  courts 
in  cases  of,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading      -        -        -        •        •1118 
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Pitcher,  Nathaniel,  of  New  York,  attended  -  326 
Piattflburg  to  8acketl'«  Harbor.     (See  MUitary 

Road.) 
Plnmer,  William,  janior,  of  New  Hampshire  at- 
tended   326 

Plomer,  George,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended      -    326 
Poinsett,  Joel  R.,  of  South  Carolin'a  attended  -    723 
Point  Coupee,  Louisiana,  a  bill  granting  a  tract 
of  land  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  o^ 
read  twice,  and  laid  on  the  table    -        •  1023 

Polar  Regions,  Mr.  J.  T.  Johnson,  presented  a 
petition  praying  Congress  to  authorize 
an  expedition  to  the,  with  a  view  of  ma- 
king discoveries,  opening  new  sources  of 
trade,  and  verifying  Symmes's  theory  of 

the  earth 696 

petition  laid  on  the  table  ...        -     699 
other  petitions  on  the  same  subject  pre- 
sented and  laid  on  the  Uble   -        •    792,  928 

Polerexsky,  John,  unfavorable  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  considered,  reversed,  and  com- 
mitted with  instructions         -        -        >  .  721 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   824 

considered         ......  1140 

laid  on  the  table 1141 

Porto  Rico  Expedition.  (See  Hoatiie  Expedi' 
tians.) 

Postmaster  of  the  House,  Mr.  Cocke  submitted 
a  resolution  that  the,  be  appointed  in  the 
same  manner  as  other  officers  of  the 
House,  and  paid  out  of  the  contingent 
fund,  laid  on  the  table   -        -        -        -1169 

Postmasters,  a  bill  further  to  regulate  the  com- 
pensation of,  recommitted      ...    447 

Mr.  Condict  submitted  a  resolution  direct- 
ing the  Postmaster  General  to  report  at 
the  next  session  respecting  a  more  equi- 
table compensation  to  deputy         -        -  1145 

resolution  agreed  to  -        -        -        -        -1166 

Post  Office  Department,  a  letter  from  the  Post- 
master General,  transmitting  a  report  of 
the  clerks  and  messengers  employed  in 
the,  laid  on  the  table     -        -        -        .328 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  ------.    674 

report  from  the  same,  respecting  the  number 
of  clerks  required  for  the        -        -        -    336 

lettter  from  the  same,  transmitting  a  list 
of  the  clerks  in  the        -        •        •        •     607 

Mr.  Denison  submitted  a  resolution  direct- 
ing the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  re- 
port respecting  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts of  the 489 

resolution  agreed  to  -        -        .        -        -    606 

a  bill  to  authorize  payment  for  repairs  to        ^ 
the,  and  to  keep  the  engine,  engine-house, 
dec,  in  repair,  read  twice,  and  committed    678 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  the  third  reading       >        -        -        -1124 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  1 142 

a  bill  further  to  regulate  the,  read  twice, 
and  committed       .....     642 

considered,  and  laid  on  the  table        -        -  1121 

Po6t  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  appointment  of  the 

standing  Committee  on  ...    329 

the  committee  discharged  •        -        .        -  1171 


Post  Roads,  a  bill  to  disoonttnae  certain,  sod 
establish  others,  read  twice,  and  committed 

reported  with  amendments         •        .       . 

considered         ...         -        -       . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .        •       . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  . 

returned  with  amendments,  which  were  con- 
curred in       -        -        -        -        . 
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Potomac  River,  Mr.  Stewart  presented  a 

rial  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, praying  aid  in  a  plan  for  imptDviag 
the  navigation  of  the     .        .        .       . 

Mr.  Stewart  and  Mr.  Forward  piesented  pe> 
titions  from  the  same,  praying  aid  in  opea- 
ing  a  water  communication  between  tk 
head-waterw  of  the  Ohio  and  the    - 

a  letter  firom  the  Governor  of  Maryland  ca- 
closing  a  report  of  the  commisaionera  sp> 
pointed  to  survey  the,  referred 

Mr.  Plumer  presented  a  petition  froai  the 
inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania,  reapecuois 
water  communication  between  the  Okio 
and  the        -        .        .        - 

Powder  Magazine,  a  bill  to  anthorize  the  per- 
chase  of  two,  with  the  land  connected 
therewith,  read  twice,  and  laid  on  the  tabk 
Pre-emption,  debate  on  a  bill  granting  to  All- 
bama  and  Arkansas  a  right  of,  to  eertam 
quarter  sections  of  land  for  seats  of  justice 
bill  rejected       .--.-- 
a  bill  for  reviving  the  fifth  section  of  the 
act  of  third  March,  1811,  granting  rigfab 
of,  to  Louisiana,  read  twice,  and  000- 
mittcd  .-.-.-. 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  granting  a  right  oi 
to   Alabama,  to  certain  quarter  sectiosi 
of  land,  read  twice,  and  oommined 
considered  and  ordered  to  the  third  mdia^ 
passed  Vith  amendments  .        .        .       • 
Mr.  Moore  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Alabama  praying  the  psseafc 
of  a  law  extending  righta  of.  to  scttlenis 
the  purchase  of  quarter  and  kalf-^uaic« 
sections  of  land,  referred 

President  of  the  United  States,  a  oomaiittee  v^ 
pointed  to  inform  the,  of  the  readiocsf  at 
the  two  Houses  to  proceed  to  bosineai  - 

annual  Message  of  the,  read,  and  five tfaoaf- 
and  copies  ordered  to  be  printed    - 

committee  appointed  to  inform  the,  of  the 
readiness  of  the  two  Houses  to  adjeon  - 

report  of  the  committee     -        .       .       - 

Printer,  election  of  •        -        •        -       •       • 

Private  Land  Claims,  appointment  of  tbsstan^ 

ing  Committee  on         .        .       .       - 

the  committee  discharged .        .       .       • 

Prize  Agents,    Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  lesoiQ- 

tion  requesting  inibrmation  of  the  Pies- 

ident  in  regard  to  moneys  in  the  baadiaf 

resolution  agreed  to  -        -        -       -      - 

Messsge  transmitting  a  report  of  the  Seere- 
tary  of  the  Navy  in  reply 

a  joint  resolution  for  withholding  the  eon- 
pensation  of  certain,  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  * 

returned  with  amendments,  which  ««« 
concurred  in         .        -       .       -      •  ^ 
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)ltc  Accounts,  A  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  for 
Ihe  prompt  Mttlement  of»  and  to  punish 
the  crime  of  perjury,  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted .----.- 

the  committee  thereon  discharged,  and  the 
bill  laid  on  the  table      .        .        .        . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        .        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

)lic    Buildings,  report  of  the  Commiasioner 

of,  laid  on  the  table       ... 
appointment  of  a  select  committee  on  the 

subject  of      -----        - 

discharge  of  the  committee        .        .        . 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the,  read 

twice  and  committed      -        .        . 
reported  with  amendments  and  ordered  to 

the  third  reading  .  -  -  -  . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •  -  - 
returned  with  amendments  .  .  . 
amendments  concurred  in  .        .        . 

a  report  on  the  subject  of,  laid  on  the  table 

Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  resolution  respecting 
the  compensation  of  the  Architect,  dec , 

of  the    - 

report  thereon  ------ 

the  Commissioner  of,  ordered  to  prepare 
rooms  in  the  Capitol  for  accommodation 
of  the  next  Congress,  and  additional 
room  for  the  Clerk's  office 
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579 
603 
626 


-     340 

354 

1171 


-  1015 

1113 
1121 
1166 
1169 
1053 


1058 
1119 
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329 

329 
1171 


478 
482 
697 


676 
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>lic  Expenditures,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing Committee  on  .... 

»lic  Lands,  appointment  of  the  standing  Com- 
mittee on       -----        - 

the  committee  discharged  -        >        -        - 

Mr.  Rankin  submitted  a  resolution  request- 
ing information  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  relative  to  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of,  in  certain  States        .... 

agreed  to- 

report  of  the  Secretary  laid  on  the  table 

Mr.  Moore  submitted  a  resolution  respecting 
the  purchase  of,  by  the  Registers  and 
Receivers  -  -  -  -  - 
agreed  to  ----.- 
a  bill  making  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,  receivable 
in  payments  fiir,  read  twice»  and  commit- 
ted         

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a  bill  for  changing  the  mode  of  surveying 

the,  in  Mississippi  and  Arkansas,  read 

twice,  and  committed    .... 

Mr.  Moore  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Alabama,  praying  that 
9uch  as  are  subject  to  entry,  may  be  en- 
tered by  fourth  quarter  sections,  referred 

Mr.  M.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
same,  respecting  the  propriety  of  postpon- 
ing the  sale  of,  in  Decatur  and  Jackson 
counties,  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury        ------ 

report  of  the  Secretary  laid  on  the  table    -  1024 

die  Moneys,  a  bill  concerning  the  disburse- 
ment of,  considered        .        -        .        . 
ordered  to  be  printed  -        .        .        . 

amended,  by  the  addition  of  a  new  section 


858 
1096 

nil 


930 


793 


793 


386 
338 
361 


Public  Moneys — continued.  Page, 

bill  further  amended,   and  ordered  to  the 
third  reading         .....    335 

debated 391 

passed       .......     394 

returned  with  amendments        ...     668 
amendments  concurred  in         -   '     -        -    669 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  re- 
specting deposites  of,  laid  on  the  table    -  1160 
Purchasers  of  Public  Lands,  Mr.   Moore  pre- 
sented a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
Alabama  in  behalf  of  certain  ...    793 
a  bill  further  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the 
act,  supplementary  to  the  act  for  relief 
of,  prior  to  Ist  July,  1620,  read  twice,  and 
laid  on  the  table    .....    825 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  1096 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          .        -  1111 
Purdy,  Robert,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  re- 
lief of  607 

reported  without  amendment    ...     625 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  1162 


Q. 


Quorum,  presence  of  a    - 


326 


R. 


Randolph,  John,  of  Virginia,  attended        -        -    326 
Rankin,  Christopher,  of  Mississippi,  attended     -     326 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  granting  pre-emption 

rights  to  Alabama  and  Arkansas  351,  352,353 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  registers  and  re- 
ceivers of  public  moneys  ...  362 
on  the  bill  fixing  the  compensation  of  re- 
ceivers ---•...  862 
on  Cherokee  and  Creek  treaties  -  442,  443 
on  a  bill  concerning  lots  in  the  village  of 

Peoria 476,486 

Rangers,  Captain  Bigger's  company  of,  unfavor- 
able report  on  the  petition  of,  concurred 

in 667 

Receipts  and  Expenditures,  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a 
statement  of,  for  the  year  1821,  laid  on 

the  Ubie 662 

Receivers  of  Public  Moneys,  a  bill  fixing  the 

compensation  of,  called  up  -  -  •  356 
considered,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  357 
read  the  third  time,  and  debated  -  -  363 
laid  on  the  table  .....  3^5 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  registers,  receivers, 

dec,  ordered  to  the  third  reading  •  -  357 
read  the  third  time,  and  debated        -        -    362 

laid  on  the  table 363 

(See  Meffisters  and  lUeeiverM.') 
Redemption  of  Lands.    (See  Direei  Taxeg.) 
Reed,  John,  of  Massachusetts,  attended    -        -     325 
Reed,  Philip,  of  Maryland,  attended  -        -        •    325 
Rees,  James,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  ordered  to  the  third  reading    -        -     928 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -931 
Refined  Sugar,  Mr.  Wood  presented  the  petition 
of  sundry  refiners  in  the  city  of  N.  York, 
praying  an  additional  duty  on  the  impor- 
tation of,  referred  -        -        -        -        .     792 

Refugees,  Mr.  Walworth  submitted  a  resolution 
for  inquiring  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
viving (he  acts  for  the  relief  of,  from  Can- 
ada and  Nova  Scotia,  debated        -        •    462 
negatived  ......    463 
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Registera  and  Receiver!,  Mr.  Moore  submtUed  a 
resolution  of  inquiry  into  the  expediency 
of  prohibiting,  from  purchasing  certain 
public  lands  -.-.-..     676 

agreed  to 678 

Mr.  Moore  submitted  a  resolution  requeating 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  furnish 
a  statement  of  money  charged  or  retained 
by,  for  clerk  hire,  &Cm  since  the  year  1618, 

read,  Ac 1063 

taken  up,  and  agreed  to    -        •        •        -  1067 
report  in  reply  laid  on  the  table      -        -  1176 

Registers  of  Wills,  a  bill  fixing  the  compensa- 
tion and  fees  of,  in  the  District  of  Colom- 
bia, considered  and  ordered  to  the  third 

reading S66 

recommitted     ......    362 

Reid,  Robert  R.,  of  Georgia,  attended      -        •    364 
remarks  of,  on  Cherokee  and  Creek  treaties    441 
speech  of,  on  the  Naval  Fraternal  Associa- 
tion        622 

remarks  of,  on  his  proposed  amendment  to 

the  Constitution    .....    626 
on  the  suppression  of  public  documents    -    878 
speech  of,  on  the  new  Tariff  bill        -        -    964 
Reports  of  the  Supreme  Court.  (See  Supreme 

Court,) 
Retrenchment,  select  Committee  on,  appointed    410 
Revenue,  Mr.  Taylor  moved  to  refer  so  much  of 
the  President's  Message  as  relates  to  the, 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means    -    331 
agreed  to 332 

Revenue  Service,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  transmitting  a  statement  of 
contracts,  ^c,  made  for  the,  during  the 
year  1821,  laid  on  the  table    -        -        -    724 

Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business,  standing  Com- 
mittee on,  appointed      ....    330 

Revolutionary  Pensioners,  Mr.  Garnett  submit- 
ted a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  report  at  the  next  session  the 
number  of,  in  each  State        •        -        -  1169 

Revolutionsry  Pensions,  appointment  of  a  select 

Committee  on  the  subject  of  -        •        -    336 
committee  discharged  from  further  consider- 
ation of  the  petitions  before  it        -        .  1067 
Mr.  Garnett  submitted  a  resolution  direct- 
ing the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  re- 
port the   amount  of  money  received  or 
receivable  in  each  State  on  account  of    -  1168 
Revolutionary  Soldiers,  a  memorial  of  certain  -    369 
Revolutionary  War,  a  bill  supplemental  to  the 
acts  to  provide  for  persons  engaged  in 
land  and  naval  service  in  the,  twice  read, 
and  committed      .....    460 

debated 721 

further  considered,  amended  and  ordered  to 

the  third  reading  .....    726 
third  reading    ......    734 

bill  passed 736 

returned  with  amendments        ...  ns3 
amendments,  and,  with  one  exception,  con- 
curred in      -        -        ...        .  1141 
a  bill  extending  the  time  for  issuing  and  lo- 
cating military  land  warrants  to  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the,  read  and  referred    478 
considered,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  1071 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •        •  1077 


Psge 
Rhea,  John,  of  Tennessee,  attended        -        -    3» 

remarks  of,  on  the  expedition  against  Porto 
Rico     --..---    365 

on  a  petition  praying  aid  to  the  Greeks     -    4s^ 

on  a  bill  concerning  lots  in  the  village  of 
Peoria -        -    47^ 

on  Mr.  Vance's  resolution  respecting  sur- 
veyors of  public  lands    -        •        -        -    64d 

speech  of,  on  the  new  Tariff  bill        .        -    783 

remarks  of,  on  the  soppreasion  of  public 
documents    ......    SS3 

Rich,  Charles,  of  Vermont,  attended  -        -    50: 

Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  Rivers*    (See  LeuutiaiM-) 
Road,  a  bill  to  authoiiie  laying  out  and  opening 
a,  from  Wheeling,  Virginia,  to  the  seat 
of  government  in  Missouri,  read  twice, 
and  committed.     >        -        -        -        .    Ilu 

committee  discharged,  and  the  bill  laid  on 
the  Uble 

Mr.  Cook  submitted  a  resolution  of  the  In- 
diana Lcgialature,  urging  the  propriety 
of  making  the  said,  laid  on  the  table 

a  bill  making  a,  from  the  Miami  of  LsJlc 
Erie  to  the  Connecticut  Reserve,  deferred 

taken  up,  and  considered  .        .        .        - 

laid  on  the  table        ..... 

taken  up,  and  considered  .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

returned  with  amendments        ... 

concurred  in     -         •        r        -        -         - 

Roads,  Senate  bill  for  clearing,  repairing  and 
improving  certain,  for  fad Jttating  the 
transportation  of  the  mail  ... 
read  first  and  second  time,  snd  referred 
reported  without  amendment  ... 
considered,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  1170 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -  1171 

Roads  and  Canals,  a  bill  to  procure  the  neces- 
sary plans,  surveys,  and  estimates  of,  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole      •    33S 

debated 604 

a  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  sedtoo  de- 
bated     605 

motion  negatived,  and  the  bill  laid  on  the 

Uble 62; 

motion  to  take  it  up  - 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  further  oonaidered  - 
motion  to  resume  the  consideration  nega- 
tived    .------ 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Cook  so  much  of  cer- 
tain acts  as  set  apart  money  from  the 
sale  of  certain  lands  for  the  puipoee  of 
constructing,  referred  to  a  select  coa- 
mitiee  -.-..-- 
appointment  of  the  committee  .  .  - 
appointment  of  a  select  committee  on  the 
subject  of      -        •        •        •        -      '  • 

Robbins,  Brintnell,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
twice,  and  committed    .... 

"  Robert  Fulton,"  Mr.  Morgan  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  the  owner  of  the  sfeamahip,  pray- 
ing for  certain  privileges,  referred  - 

Roberts,  William  G.  and  Benjamin,  a  report  on 

the  petition  of,  recommitted   ... 

Rochester,  William  B.,  of  New  York,  attended 

remarks  of,  in  relation  to  the  standard  of 

American  gold  coins      ... 


M! 


93>} 

it; 

AH 

W 

66. 

lor 


1144 

II4t> 
H57 


701 


7« 


Mi 
341 

lilt 


471 

3iS 


.   6S3 


ixxxi 


INDEX. 


Ixxxii 


House  ProceedinffB  and  DdxUes. 


Page. 

Rodney,  Daniel,  of  Delaware,  attended     -        -  326 

Bogers,  Thomas  J.,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  325 

Ross,  Thomas  R.,  of  Ohio,  attended          -        •  326 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  fixing  the  compensa* 

tion  of  receivers,  6lc.     .        -        •        -  363 

on  the  charges  against  Judge  Tait    -        -  466 
Ross,  James,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

without  amendment,  and  loid  on  the  table  1 143 
Royal,  James,  Mr.  Allen  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred  to  a  select  committee    -        -  369 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted     440 

reported,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  1143 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  1 144 

Ruggles,  Charles  H.,  of  New  York,  attended    -  326 

Russ,  John,  of  Connecticut,  attended        -        -  326 

Russell,  Jonathan,  of  Massachusetts,  attended  •  326 
Russell,  Joshua,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

read  twiee,  and  referred         -        -        -  661 

reported  without  amendment    •        -        -  1161 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  1 102 

8. 
Salaries.     (See  Offieers  of  the  Government.) 
daltmarsh,  William,  the  petition  of,  committed    474 
Salt  Springs,  Lead  and  Copper  Mines,  Mr.  Ran- 
kin submitted  a  resolution  calling  on  the 
President  for  information  in  relation  to 
the  number  and  locality  of  the,  within  the 

United  Staten 483 

agreed  to 488 

Mr.  Rankin  submitted  a  resolution  request- 
ing the  President   to  communicate  said 
information  at  the  next  session,  agreed  to    906 
Saunders,  Romulus,  of  North  Carolina,  attended     326 
remarks  of,  on  charges  against  Judge  Tait    464 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  disciplining  the 

militia  -        -      ^ 662 

speech  of^  on  the  suppression  of  public  doc- 
uments • 849 

remarks  of,  on  the  same    •        -     860,  861,  862 
on  a  paper  respecting  the  character  of  Ed- 
win Lewis 1069 

Sawyer,  Leoruel,  o{  North  Carolina,  attended    506 
Sayles,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed       .....    364 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    426 
his  case  explained      .....    426 
Schieffelin,  Jacob  and  Henry,  Mr.  Cambreling 
aubmitted  a  resolution  calling  on  the  Pre- 
sident for  certain  documents  relating  to 

the  claim  of 482 

considered,  and  agreed  to  •        -        -        •    488 
Mr.  Cambreling  moved  to  refer  the  petition 
of,  to  the  President        ....  1042 

considered •  1077 

agreed  to 1087 

Scott,  John,  of  Missouri,  attended     ...     826 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Vance's  resolution  re- 
apecting  surveyors  of  public  lands      627,  628, 

630,638 
Scott  Eleazer,  the  petition  of,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  con- 
cerning invalid  pensioners  ...  770 
Seamen,  Mr.  Tomlinson  submitted  a  resolution 
directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
report  the  amount  annually  received  un- 
der the  act  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  dis- 
abled    -        .        -        -        •        -        -    440 


Seamen — continued.  Page. 

resolution  agreed  to 448 

report  received  and  referred        ...     795 
the  Speaker  preaented  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the   Treasury   transmitting  a 
statement  of  expenditures  for  sick  and 
disabled,  for  the  year  1821,  laid  on  the 

Uble 725 

8  bill  to  provide  for  sick  and  disabled,  read 
twice,  and  committed     -        .        .        .     930 
Seeds,  a  memorial  of  the  New  York  Agricultural 
Society,  praying  that  all,  may  be  admit- 
ted free  of  duty,  referred        ...     793 
Saneca  Indians,   Mr.    Tracy  presented  a  peti- 
tion praying  relief  to  certain,  who  were 
wounded  in  the  late  war,  referred  -        -     792 
favorable  report  thereon  read,  and  commit- 
ted       ----,.-        .  1090 

Sergeant,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended        •    642 
remarks  of,  on  the  petition  of  John  H.  Piatt    797 

on  the  Tariff  bill 1016 

Sargeant'a  Treatise  on  Constitutional  Law,  Mr. 
Nelson  aubmitted  a  resolution  for  pur- 
■     chasing  a  number  of  copies  of,  for  the  use 
of  Congress   ......    449 

adverse  report  thereon       ....    488 

Seventeenth  Rule,  Mr.  Condict  moved  to  sus- 
pend a  part  of  the,  negatived  -        -        -1146 
Seward,  Daniel,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of       -    507 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands    660 
reported  without  amendment     ...    602 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       •        -        -  1162 

passed -  1162 

Shafer,  Jacob,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed      .....     660 
Shawneetown,  Illinois,  a  bill  to  authorize  a  re- 
mission of  the  instalments  due  on  certain 
lots  in,  read  twice,  and  committed  -     602 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  the  third  reading        ....  1143 

paased 1143 

returned  with  amendments  and  concurred  in  1 169 

Sibley,  Solomon,  of  Michigan,  attended    -        -    336 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amer- 
ican captives  .....    338 
on  the  bill  for  a. road  from  the  Miami  of 
Lake  Erie  to  the  Connecticut  Reserve    546,  662 
Sick  and  disabled  Seamen.     (See  Seamen.) 
Sinking  Fund,  the  annual  report  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the,  read  and  laid  on  the 

Uble 857 

Slave  Trade,  Mr.  Taylor  moved  to  refer  so  much 
of  the  President's  Message  as  relatea  to 
the  auppression  of  the,  to  a  select  com- 
mittee   331 

debate  thereon 332 

agreed  to 333 

appointment  of  the  committee   •        .        -    333 
Mr.  Mercer  submitted  a  resolution  request- 
ing the  President  to  enter  into  negotia- 
tions with  the  several  maritime  Powera 
for  the  abolition  of  the  African       -        -     928 
called  up,  and  debated      -        -        -        -  1 147 

agreed  to 1156 

Sloan,  John,  of  Ohio,  attended        ...    326 
remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  in  relation  to 

land  office  clerks    .....     582 
on  Mr.  Vance's  resolution  respecting  sur* 
veyors  of  public  lands    ....    629 
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Smilie,  William,   a  bill  for  the  relief  of^  read 

tvvice,  and  committed    -        .        .        -  1013 
Smith,  Arthur,  of  Virginia}  attended        -         -    326 
on  the  bill  for  the  suppression  of  piracy       •     376 
Smith,  James,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed       .....    432 
reported,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  •  1143 
Smith,  John  Speed,  of  Kentucky,  attended        -    328 
Smith,  Dr.  J.,  late  vaccine  agent,  Mr.  Wright 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee 677 

report  thereon  agreed  to,  and  the  commit- 
tee discharged 643 

Smith,  Joseph,  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  Mercer  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        •        -  478 
a  bill  in  favor  of,  read  twice,  and  committed  674 
Smith,  Samuel,  of  Maryland,  attended      -        -  325 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  suppress  piracy  •  373 
the  Speaker  presented  a  letter  from,  resign- 
ing his  seat  in  consequence  of  his  having 
been  appointed  Senator  ....  390 
Smith,  William,  of  Virginia,  attended       -        -  328 
Smyth,  Alexander,  of  Virginia,  attended  -        -  '  326 
speech  of,  on  his  resolution  for  amending 

'      the  Constitution 508 

on  the  new  Tariff  bill        ....  758 
remarks  of,  on  the  suppression  of  public  doc- 
uments           876 

speech  of,  on  the  General  Appropriation  bill  1030 

Snyder,  Abraham,  the  petition  of,  referred  to 

the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury         -        •     579 
report  of  the  Secretary  laid  on  the  table     -     632 
taken  up,  and  referred       ....    644 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  order- 
ed to  the  third  reading  .        .        -        .     794 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    804 
South  Carolina,   Mr.  Gist  presented  a  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of,  praying  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  district  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  upper  and  western  dis- 
trict of  said  State,  referred      ...     696 
a  bill  to  alter  times  of  holding  the  circuit 
court  in  the  district  of,  read  twice,  and 

committed 733 

Senate  bill  to  divide  the  State  into  two  judi*- 

cial  districts 885 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....    887 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  the  third  reading  ....  930 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  959 
amendments  concurred  in        -        >        -  1023 


ilCl 
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£ 
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Spain,  Mr.  Taylor  moved  to  refer  so  much  of 
the  President's  Message  as  relates  to  tko 
ninth  article  of  the  treaty  with,  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  -        -        -    381 

agreed  to 332 

a  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  ninth  article  of 
s    the  treaty  with,  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted         1023 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  the  third  reading        -        -        -        -  1 142 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1143 
returned  with  amendments,  concurred  in   -  1169 
Spanish  Main,  Mr.  Fuller  submitted  a  resolu* 
tion  requesting  the  President  to  inform 
the    House   what   measures   have  been 
taken  to  remove  the  illegal  blockade  of 
the  ports  of  the 1145 


Spanish  Main — continued.  Pi^ 

resolution  considered         -         -        -       •  i;:: 
agreed  to        -        -        -         -        -       -   11^ 

message,  with  a  report  of  the  Secretsij  of 
State  in  reply        -        -        -        -      •  I/. 

laid  on  the  table        -        -         •        •      •  lii 
Speaker.     (See  Barbour ,  Philip  P.) 
Spencer,  Elijah,  of  New  York,  attended  -      -  £ 
Spirituous  Liquors,  Mr.  Condict  presented  foa- 
dry  memorials  from  New  Jersey,  prajiof 
thnt  the  importation  of,  may  be  prohibited, 
or  the  duties  thereon  increased,  referred  '^■ 

Stamps,  a  bill  concerning,  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  the  third  reading       «        -      • 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Standing  Committees,  appointment  of  the 
State  Departmentt  a  letter  from  the  Secretin 
transmitting  a  report  of  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  the,  laid  on  the  table     - 

St.  Augustine,  Mr.  Hernandez  preaanted  a  mt- 
morial  of  sundry  inhabitants  o(  in  rebtm 
to  the  government,  &c,  of  the  FlornSas 
Mr.  Hernandez  presented  a  memorial  id  r^ 
lation  to  a  tract  of  land  to  be  used  ss  i 
common  in,  referred       -         ... 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lte^ 
Steam  Batteries,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  r»>* 
lution  instructing  the  Committee  on  Ni- 
val Affairs  to  provide  two,  ibr  the  deHeoce 
of  the  Mississippi  river  .        •        -      - 
motion  to  take  it  up  negatived 
resolution  agreed  to  -        -        -        •      • 
Stearns,  John.     (See  BartUtt,  IVUSamJ) 
Stephenson,  James,  of  Virginia,  attended 
Sterling,  Ansel,  of  Connecticut,  attended 
Sterling,  Micah,  of  New  York,  attended  •      •  ^' 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  granting  pre-cnp- 

tiqn  right  to  Alabama  and  Arkansas  351*  ^ 
on  the  bill  fixing  the  oompensation  of  re- 
ceivers .----•> 
speech  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  iind 
office  clerks  -  -  -  -  • 
further  remarks  on  the  same 
on  a  resolution  respecting  trade  with  Cans^ 
speech  of,  on  the  same  -  "  '  .' 
remarks  of,  on  the  suppression  of  pabik 

documenu    -        -        -       864, 878,  m« 
on  the  New  York  district  court  -  iOea,I» 

Stetson,  Amasa,   a  report  on  the  pelitioa  ti 
committed     -.••-• 
Stevens,  Ebenezer,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of - 
-  read  twice,  and  committed 

reported  without  anendment    • 

considered         -        -         -        .       -      • 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

passed  with  amendment    .        .       -      - 
Stevenson,  Andrew,  of  Virginia,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  Beaumarchais  daim    * 
Stewart,  Andrew,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  • 

remarks  of,  on  the  proposed  Western  a^ 
moiy    .        -    *    .        -        -       -      • 

speech  of,  on  internal  improveasents 
Stockton,  Robert  F.,  Senate  bill  for  die  relief  of 

read  twice,  and  committed 

considered        ------ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Stoddard,  Ebenezer,  of  Conneciicat,  attend  * 
Storer,  I>orotby.     (See  Soitonj  Sarak.) 
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Psge.  I 
perintendent  of  Indian  Trad«.     (See  Indian 

Trade.) 
ppresaion  of  Pablie  Docnmentt,  the  Speaker 
preeented  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Gales  &, 
Seaton  requesting  a  committee  of  inves- 
tigation into  a  charge  made  against  them 
of  a 662  . 

Mr.  D wight  moved  to  refer  the  letter  to  a  j 

select  committee,  debated       .        -        .    653 

agreed  to,  and  the  committee  appointed     -    656 

leave  granted  the  committee  to  sit  during 
the  sitting  of  the  House         ...    688 

report  of  the  committee  in  full  ...    735 

laid  on  the  table        .....    739 

Mr.  Campbell  submitted  a  resolution  for  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  suppres- 
sion of  a  paragraph  in  a  letter  of  W.  R. 
Dickinson,  debated        ....    829 

Mr.  Cook  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
above 836 

accepted,  and  further  debate  on  the  motion   839, 

860 

resolution  agreed  to,  and  the  committee  ap- 
pointed   885 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
on  the  subject  of-        •        -        -        -1113 

report  of  the  committee  in  full         •        -     1126 

ipreme  Court,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  reports 
of  the  decisions  of  the,  read  twice,  and 
committed     .•-...    661 
Senate  bill  to  provide  for  reports  of  the  de- 
cisions of  the         .....  1144 
read  twice,  and  referred    ....  1146 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

the  third  reading  -        -        -        •        -1157 
passed      ----...  116O 
irgeons  in  the  Navy.     (See  Navy.') 

irveyors'  Accounts,  Senate  bill  authoriiing  a 

settlement  of,  for  extra  clerk  hire  -        -  1 144 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        .        -        .  1146 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  1157 

considered         ......  ii62 

passed 1166 

irveyors  General,  Mr.  Yance  submitted  a  res- 
olution calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  a  statement  of  contracts 
made  by  the,  since  the  year  1817,  laid  on 

theUble 602 

taken  up,  and  debated       ...        -    627 

laid  on  the  Uble 680 

further  debated 637 

agreed  to,  as  amended       •        -        -        -    641 
report  of  the  Secretary  laid  on  the  table,  981, 1013 

van,  Samuel,  of  New  Jersey,  attended  -        -    325 
mmes's  Theory  of  the  £arth.     (See  Polar 
Regions.) 

T. 

ut,  Judge  Charles,  a  letter  from  Edwin  Lewis, 
of  Alabama,  preferring  charges  against, 
laid  before  Uie  House    ...        -    468 
discussion  thereon    -----    464 
the  letter,  &c.,  referred  to  the  Committee 

on  the  Judiciary    -        -        •        •        •    468 
report  in  fall    ..---•    716 

laid  on  the  table 718 

kiiff.    (See  Manufaeiuns*) 

17th  Com.  24  Sbss.^— 48 
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Tattnall,  Edward  P.,  of  Georgia,  attended       •    326 
remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  respecting  arti- 
cles of  cession,  dec,  between  the  United 
Sutes  snd  Georgia        ....    395 

on  Cherokee  and  Creek  treaties,  441,  442,  443 
speech  of,  on  new  Tariff  bill      •        -        -    748 
remarks  of,  on  the  same    ....  1016 

on  the  suppression  of  public  documents,  878, 879 
Taylor,  John  W.,  of  New  York,  attended         •    325 
remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  in  relation  to 

arming  and  equipping  the  Militia  •        -    831 
on  bis  motion  to  refer  the  subject  of  the 

Slave  Trade  to  the  select  committee       -    882 

on  the  bill  to  suppress  piraey    •        -        .    374 

on  bis  resolution  respecting  patent  rights  -    474 

on  the  bill  concerning  the  district  court  in 

Louisiana     ......    634 

on  the  death  of  Mr.  Lowndes  ...    660 
on  a  resolution  for  dintributing  copies  of 
the  Digest  of  Manufactures   ...    888 

Tennessee,  Senate  bill  to  repeal  part  of  an  act 

limiting  the  price  of  lands  in  •  -  825 
read  twice,  snd  referred  •  .  •  •  887 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  the  third  reading  ...  *  1095 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1112 

Thompson's  Island.    (See  Key  West  A 
Thompson,  Wiley,  of  Georgia,  attended  •        -    326 
Titles  derived  from  the  United  States,  a  bill  to 
enable  the  proprietors  of  lands  held  by,  to 
obtain  copies  of  their  papers,  ordered  to 

the  third  reading 357 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -    357 
Titus,  George  W.,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

War  on  the  petition  of,  laid  on  the  table    426 
Tod,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended      -        -    325 
speech  of,  on  the  new  Tariff  bill        -        -    727 
Tomlinson,  Gideon,  of  Connecticut,  attended    325 
remarks  of,  on  the  suppression  of  piracy    •    373 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  importation  of  goods 
from  adjacent  territories        ...    446 
Tompkins,  Daniel  D.,  a  select  committee  ap- 
pointed to  adopt  measures  for  settling 
the  accounts  of     -        -        -        -       -    543 
report  in  full,  with  a  bill  for  aettling  the  ac- 
counts of,  bill  read  twice  and  laid  on  table    906 
taken  up,  and  considered  -        -      *  •        -  1043 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  1045 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  1052 

Tonnage  Duty,  Mr.  Moore  presented  a  memo- 
rial of  the  Alabama  Legislature,  praying 
a,  on  vessels  coming  into  the  ports  of 
Mobile  and  Dlakely,  for  the  benefit  of 
sick  and  disabled  seamen,  referred  -  -  793 
adverse  report  laid  on  the  table  -        -  1090 

Townsend,  Charles,  report  on  the  petition  of, 

considered     -.----    481 
further  considered,  and  postponed      -        -    486 
Townsend,  William,  the  petition  of^  and  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  thereon 

referred 959 

Tracy,  Albert  H.,  of  New  York,  attended         •    826 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  fixing  the  compen- 
sation of  receivers  of  pabUc  money        -    363 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  occnpation  of 

Columbia  river      -        •        -        •    .    -    590 
remarks  of,  on  the  suppression  of  public 
documents     ••-.•-    881 
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Trading  Establishmeiito,  Mr.  Taylor  moved  to 
refer  to  the  Goinmittee  on  Indian  Af- 
fair* ao  much  of  the  Preaident'a  Meaaage 
M  relate*  to  the  aboUahment  of,  agreed  to  333 
Mr.  Metcalfe  aubmitted  a  reaolation  re- 
queating  the  Preaident  to  report  the  pro- 
greas  made  in  the  exeention  of  the  act 
aboiiahing  the       .        .        -        -        • 

taken  up 

ptaaed      ---•--• 
meaaage  in  reply       ...        -  490,  1065 
report  in  full  on  the  meaaagea   -        -        -  1 163 
Treaaury  Department,  a  letter  from  the  8eore- 
Ury  tranamitting  a  report  of  derka  and 
meaiengera  in  the,  laid  on  the  table 
Treaaary  Notea,  Mr.  Jenntnga  sttbmitted  a  reao- 
lation of  inquiry  aa  to  the  expediency  of 
en  emisaion  of,  negatived 
vote  reconaidered,  and  the  reaolation  laid 
on  the  table  .----- 
Trimble,  David,  of  Kentucky,  attended    - 

remarka  of,  on  the  bill  to  auppreaa  piracy 
on  a  reaolation  reapecting  the  fortifying  of 

Key  Weat 486,  436 

Tucker,  George,  of  Virginia,  attended      .        -    326 

apeech  of,  on  the  Columbia  river  bill  -        •    422 

remarka  oU  on  the  United  Statea  courta  in 

Louiaiana     ------ 

Tucker,  Starling,  of  South  Caroline,  attended  - 
Tyler,  Benjamin,  the  committee  discharged,  and 
the  petition  of,  laid  on  the  table     - 

U. 

Udree,  David,  of  Pennaylvenia,  attended  - 
return  of  the  election  of,  presented  - 
report  on  the  credentials  of 

Unfinished  Business,  report  on  the  subject  of, 
laid  on  the  table    .        -        -        -        - 

Upham,  Nathaniel,  of  N.  Hampshire,  attended 

V. 

Vaccine  Agent    (See  Smith,  Dr.  James.) 
Vance,  Joseph,  of  Ohio,  attended 

remarka  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  re- 
ceivers, 6lc,  of  public  money 
on  the  bill  making  a  road  from  the  Miami 
of  Lake  Erie  to  the  Connecticut  West- 
ern Reserve  .        -        -        -        -    444,  647 
on  a  reaolation  in  reference  to  refugeea,  6lc.    462 
on  hia  resolution  respecting  surveyors  ef 
public  lands  -        -        -        •        -    630,  640 
Van  Rensaelaer,  Stephen,  of  New  York,  at- 
tended •        --.--. 
Van  Swearingen,  Thomas,  of  Virginia,  reaolu- 
tion  of  reapect  to  the  memory  of,  adopted 
Van  VITyck,  William  W.,  of  New  York,  at- 
tended  -        -        -        -        - 
apeech  of,  on  the  new  Tariff  bill 
Vermont,  a  bill  to  alter  the  timea  of  holding  the 
United  States  district  courta  for  the  dia- 
trict  of,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  the 
third  reading  -     .   - 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 
Veaaels.    (See  Captured  Vessels.) 
Vidal,  Joseph,  report  on  the  petition  of    - 
Vidal,  Jacintha,  and  Thomas  Thompson  and 
Margaret  Thompson,  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  legal  representatives  of,  read  twice, 
and  committed      .        -        .         -        -    770 
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339 
325 
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362 
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663 
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983 


1023 
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Vidal,  Jacintha,  dec.— continued.  hr 

bill  reported  with  amendmADU,  a&d  ordered 
to  the  third  reading        •        -        •      •  ^^ 

read  the  tlurd  time,  and  paaaed         •      •  1» 
Virginia,    Mr.    McCoy  aubmtttad   a  resolotkn 
calling  on  the  Preaident  for  infenaatiM 
in  relation  to  finea  aaaeaaed  io,  for  we- 
performance  of  militia  dntj    > 

agreed  to  ..---- 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  die  Treaiary 
in  reply,  referred  to  a  aelect  committee  • 

a  bill  veating  in  the  Stote  of;  the  right  lo 
all  aidd  finea,  read  twice  and  laid  oa  tbe 
table 

taken  up,  conaidered,  and  oidered  to  the 
third  reading         -        .        -        -      - 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  - 

returned  with  amendmenta 

concurred  in     -        -        -        -        -      - 

Virginia  MiliUry  Land  Warranta,  a  bill  exlsDi- 
ing  the  time  for  locating,  read  twice,  tai 
committed     -.---• 

conaidered         -.---- 

recommitted     ------ 

reported  with  amendmenu 

Senate  bill  for  extending  the  time  lor  bca- 
ting 

read  three  timea,  and  paaaed      - 
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Walker,  Felix,  of  North  Carolina,  attended 
Walker,  Samuel,  and  others,  Senate  Inll  for  1^  ^ 
relief  of         .        -        -        -        - 
read  twice,  and  committed 
reported  without  amendment     - 
conaidered         -        -        -        -       '      *  *-« 
passed      -        -        -        -        .       -      .  l.» 
Walley,  Samuel  H.,  and  Henry  G.  Foster,  See- 
ate  bill  for  the  relief  of;  read  twice,  sfii 
referred  -        -        -        "       "      *  J^ 

advene  report  -        -        -        *       '      *  ? 
considered         -        -        -        -        "      '  '*i 

laid  on  the  Ubie ^-^ 

Walworth,  Reuben  H,  of  New  York,  attended  ^ 

remarks  of;  on  pre-emptions  for  Alabama  tad 

Arkansas       .----• 

on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  militia      - 

on  his  resolution  reapecting  refugeea  froa 

Canada,  Ac  -        -        -        -      - 

on  announcing  the  death  of  the  mother  of 

the  late  Lieutenant  William  H.  AUea   • 

on  a  reaolution  in  relation  to  trade  witli 

Canada 

on  the  pay  of  officers  of  the  Army     - 
on  the  proposed  Western  armory 
on  a  reaolution  for  dialributing  copies  of  Di- 
gest of  Manufacturea     -        -        -      - 
on  the  resolution  in  relatioo  lo  the  Nev 
York  diatrict  court         -        -        .       -  l» 
War  Department,  a  letter  from  the  SecRtsfv, 
•    tranamitting  a  report  of  the  clerks  aaJ 

measengers  in  the^  laid  on  the  table 
report  from  the  aame,  atating  the  number 
of  active  and  well  qualified  elerka  necae- 
aary  in  the,  laid  on  the  table  -  - 
a  letter  from  the  SecreUry,  tranamitting  a 
statement  of  the  appropriatioaa  for  tbe 
year  1822,  laid  eo  the  table   -        - 
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r  Department — continued.  Pftge* 

letter  from  the  Mine,  tranamitting  a  state- 
ment of  the  contracts  made  by  the,  dnr« 
ing  the  year  16S2,  read,  and  laid  on  the 
table      .......    867 

rfiekl,  Heniy  R.,  of  Maryland,  attended       -    325 
shington,  District  of  CoJumbia,  the  subject 
of  public  lands  and  public  buildings  in, 
referred  to  a  select  committee         -        -    354 
select  committee  appointed  to  inquire  re- 
specting sale  of  lots  in  -        -        .        -    411 
committee  discharged        -        -  -  1158 

a  bill  to  empower  the  Beeretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  sell  public  lots  and  other 
property  belonging  to  the  United  States 

in,  reported -    794 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -  1132 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •1124 

Senate  bill,  providing  accommodation  for 
the  United  Statea  circuit  court  for  the 

county  of 825 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        •        •    887 
reported  without  amendment     ...    905 
considered         ......  1170 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -1170 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         •        -  1171 

ishington  Canal  Company,  a  letter  from  the 
president  of  the,  with  a  statement  of  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures,  laid  on  the  table    795 
ishington  Library,  a  joint  resolution  from  the 
Senate  granting  to  the,  a  copy  of  the  pub- 
lic documents,  laws,  and  journals   -        -1144 
read  twice,  and  referred     -        -        -        -1 146 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        -  1157 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -1160 

tys  and  Means,  the  standing  Committee  of, 

appointed 329 

Mis,  John,  report  on  the  petition  of,  recom- 
mitted   440 

satern  Missionary  Society,  unfavorable  report 

on  the  petition  of  the,  agreed  to     -        •    478 

«tern  Water?,  Mr.  Breckenridge  submitted  a 
resolution  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  to  report  a  bill  for  estab* 
lishing  a  national  armory  on  the,  de- 
bated      809 

debate  postponed 812 

resolution  laid  on  the  table        ...    825 
Senate  bill  to  establiHh  a  national  armory 

on  the 1121 

read  twice,  and  committed         -        •        -  1123 
considered         -        -        -        -        -        -1166 

amended  --        -        -        -        •        -1 166 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1160 

tst  Florida,  Mr.  Hernandez  presented  a  me- 
morial of  the  inhabitants  of,  complaining 
of  an  act  of  the  Legislative  Council  of 
Florida  for  raising  revenue  in  said  Terri- 
tory, referred         .        -        .        -        -  1056 

larton,  Samuel,  adverse  report  on  the  petition 

of,  reversed,  and  recommitted         -        -    603 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   682 

tieelwrigbt,  John,  Mr.  Mercer  presented  the 
petition  of,  praying  divorce  from  hie  wife, 
referred          -....-    384 
a  bill  for  the  divorce  of,  twice  read,  and 
committed 482 


Page. 
'Whipple,  Thomas  J.,  of  New  Hampshire,  at* 

tended 32& 

remarks  of,   on   the  bill  for  clothing  the 

militia 389 

White,  Phineas,  of  Vermont,  attended      -        -     325 
speech  of,  on  his  resolution  for  establishing 

an  Education  Fund       ....    900 
speech  of,  on  the  General  Appropriation 

biU 1018 

Whitehead,  WUliam,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

taken  up,  and  committed        ...    449 
considered         .-.---  114^ 
White  and  Red  Lead,  a  petition  of  certain  manu* 

facturers  of,  referred      ....    793 
Wilcox,  Joseph,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

heirs  of 713 

read  twice,  and  committed        ...    725 
reported  without  amendment     -        .        .    795 
considered         ......  ]162 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  1 166 
Wild,  James,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   579 

Williams,  Jared,  of  Virginia,  attended       -        -    326 
Williams,  Lewis,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  -    326 
remarks  of,  on  pre-emptions  to  Alabama 

and  Arkansas 353 

on  the  charges  s gainst  Judge  Tait     -    464,  465 
on  a  resolution  respecting  the  establishment 

of  certain  offices    •        -        .        -        .    666 

on  the  pay  of  Army  officers       ...    799 

on  the  New  Jersey  memorial     ...    802 

on  the  proposed  Western  armory       -        -    811 

Williams,  Thomas,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  committed     ....    686 
Williamson,  William  D.,  of  Maine,  attended     -    325 
Wilson,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  attended        -    326 
Wilson,  Mary,  Mr.  Kent  presented  the  petition 
of,  praying  a  divorce  from  her  husband, 
William  Wilson,  referred       -        -        -    473 
unfavorable  report  concurred  in  -        -        -    482 
Wire,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented  the  petition  of 
Watson  Atkinson,  respecting  the  duty 
on  square  iron,  referred  ....    696 
Wood,  Silas,  of  New  York,  attended         -        -    325 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  fixing  compensation 

of  Receivers,  dec  -        -        -        .        -    364 
on  a  resolution  reapecting  articles  of  cession, 

dec.,  of  Georgia 395 

speech  of,  in  relation  to  the  Naval  Frater- 
nal Society 616 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  occupation  of 

Columbia  river      .        -        .        -        •    698 
remarka  of,  on  his  resolution  calling  for  in- 
formation respecting  the  different  valua- 
tion of  Appraisers,  dtc.  -        -        -        .     675 
speech  of,  on  the  Internal  Improvement 
biU 701 

Woodcock,  David,  of  New  York,  attended        -  325 

speech  of,  on  the  new  TarLOf  bill        -        -  994 

Woodson,  Samuel  H.,  of  Kentucky,  attended  -  326 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  lots  in 

the  village  of  Peoria      ....  476 

speech  of,  on  the  new  Tariff  hill        -        -  910 
Worman,  Ludwig,  resolution  of  respect  for  the 

memory  of,  adopted       ....  663 
Wren,  Woodaon,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  committed    •        -        •        -  432 


XCl 


INDEX. 


XCii 


Public  Documents,  Acta,  ^e. 


Wren,  Woodson — continued.  Pege. 

bill  reported  without  amendment,  and  order- 
ed to  the  third  reading  -        -        -        -  1 143 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed-     ,  -        -  1143 

Wright,  Robert,  of  Maryland,  attended     -        -  335 
remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  refer  the  sub- 
ject of  the  slave  trade  to  a  select  com- 
mittee    332,  333 

on  the  expedition  against  Porto  Rico  -        -  368 

on  the  bill  for  the  suppression  of  piracy  376,  378 
on  the  bill  concerning  the  disbursement  of 

public  money 394 

speech  of,  on  the  occupation  of  Columbia 

River 411 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  for  arming  the 

militia  with  rifles 433 

on  a  petition  praying  aid  to  the  Greeks      -  459 

on  the  charges  against  Judge  Tait    -         -  466 
on  the  bill  concerning  lots  in  the  village  of 

Peoria 476 

speech  of,  on  the  I<laval  Fraternal  Society  -  519 

on  the  suppression  of  public  documents      -  654 
655,  656,  830,  838,  839,  840,  841,  843,  877 

on  the  United  States  courts  in  Louisiana    -  689 

on  the  Bcaumarcbais  claim        -        -        -  719 

on  the  hour  of  meeting      -        -        -        -  808 
on  a  resolution  for  distributing  copies  of  the 

Digest  of  Manufactures  .        -        -        -  890 
on  the  bill  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  Me- 
chanics' Bank  of  Alexandria  -        -        -  1054 
speech  of,  on  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade 1153 

Y. 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill 
10  incorporate  the  Naval  Fraternal  Asso- 
ciation   548 


Yeas  and  Nays— continued.  Pi;i 

on  a  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  tlie  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  procuring  the  estimates  and  ssr- 
veys  for  certain  roads  and  canals  -  H 

on  a  motion  to  take  np  said  bill  -    700, 71 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  better 
organization  of  Uie  district  court  in  Leo- 
isiana   •        -        -        -        -        --6i 

on  a  motion  to  take  up  the  bill  fiir  theocca- 
pation  of  Colombia  river         -        -       •  7di 

on  the  paasage  of  the  bill  snppleraeBtary  is 
the  acts  to  provide  for  penooa  engaged  is 
land  or  naval  service  of  the  UmiiMi  Stats* 
in  the  Revolntionary  war        -        -       •  73.^ 

on  the  Senate  amendment  to  said  bill        -  lU 

on  a  motion  to  discharge  the  CoouDittec  ef 
the  Whole  from  the  farther  oonsiderstiioe 
of  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  domestic 
manafactures        .....  \%} 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  extend  the 
charter  of  the  Mechanics*  Bank  of  Alex- 
andria -        -        -        -         -         -       -  KB 

on  Mr.  Buchanan^s  amendment  to  the  Sea- 
ate  bill  for  repairs  to  the  Combcriand 
road      -        -        -        -        -        --ifu 

on  the  third  reading  of  said  bill  -      •  W*^ 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  abolish  the 
office  of  measurer  -        -        -        .       .  i^ 

on  amendment  to  the  bill  making  fortlier 
appropriations  for  the  military  aervke,  ia- 
cluding  Indian  expenses         -        .       .  uHh 

on  concurring  with  the  Senate  in  an  amend* 
ment  to  said  bill    -        -        -        .       .  ilf* 

on  agreeing  to  a  reaolation  requesting  the 
President  to  open  negotiations  with  tb« 
several  maritime  Powers  for  the  total  i^ 
olition  of  the  slave  trade        -        -       -  l--- 
Young,  Robert.     (See  Orphan*'  C9urt<.) 
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Alabama,  an  act  concerning  the  apportionment 

of  Representatives  in  the  State  of  -        -  1337 
an  act  granting  to  the  State  of,  the  right  of 
pre-emption  to  certain  quarter  aections  of 
land      - 1400 

American  Captives,  an  act  supplementary  to  an 

act  for  the  ransom  of     -        -        -        -  1415 

American  Vessels,  a  memorial  of  the  masters  of 

certain,  respecting  colored  seamen  -  1305 

Aimj,  an  act  to  continue  the  present  mode  of 

supplying  the 1338 

B. 

Boston  Memorial.    (See  Hevenue  Laws,) 
British  Provinces,  an  act  to  regulate  commercial 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
certain  -•--...  1360 

C. 

Colored  Seamen.     (See  American  VesseU.) 
Columbia  River,  doeuments  in  relation  to  the 

settlement  on  the  -        -        -        -        -  1206 
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Commerce.    (See  Piracy,) 

Commercial  Intercourse.  (See  Briiisk  Pro- 
vinces.) 

Contingent  Fund,  a  resolotion  respecting  a  state- 
ment of  expenditures  of  the,  of  the  two 
Houses '   -  !*♦" 

Convention  with  France,  documents  in  relatiofi 

to  the 

Convention  with  Great  Britain,  docomeots  ifl 

relation  to  the  -  -  -  -  -  n>" 
Cordage,  a  memorial  of  the  mannfrctnren  of  -  l^ 
Cumberland  Road,  an  act  making  appropriatieos 

for  repairing  the  -  -  -  -  - 1* 
Custom-House  Bonds,  documents  in  relation  td 

otttstanding  -        -        ...       -  15^ 

D. 

Direct  Taxea,  an  act  to  extend  the  time  allowed 

for  the  redemption  of  land  sold  for  -       *  ^«' 

District  of  Columbia,  a  bill  to  extend  the  jarit- 

diction  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  tk  l^ 
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iities  on  Importo  tntl  Tonoage,  an  act  rapple- 
mentary  and  to  amend  «n  act  regulating 
the  collection  of    -        -        -        -        -  I8i8 

r. 

lorida,  a  memorial  from  the  LegtalatiTe  Coun- 
cil off  in  relation  to  the  gOTernment  of 
■aidTerritoij  -  •  •  .  •  IS73 
an  act  to  amend  an  act  ibr  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Territorial  government  in,  and 
for  other  purposes  ....  1373 

an  act  in  relation  to  claims  and  titles  to 
lands  in,  and  for  the  sarrey  and  disposal 
ofpublic  lands       .....  1378 

»reigQ  Uoins,  an  act  concerning     ...  1404 
an  act  making  certain,  receivable  in  pay- 
ment for  lands       .....  1406 

Drtifications,  an  act  making  application  for  cer- 
tain, and  for  other  purposes  ...  1411 

ranee,  documents  in  relation  to  a  convention 

with 1181 

an  act  ibr  canying  into  effect  the  Conven- 
tion of  Navigation  and  Commerce  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  .        -  1369 

rauds  on  the  Government,  an  act  for  the  pun- 
ishment of 1396 

G. 

ales  ds  Seaton.     (See  Suppremon  0/  PubUe 
Documents.) 

eneral  Post  Office.    (See  Post  Office  Depart' 
ment.) 

eorg^town,  an  act  to  repeal  part  of  an  act  of 

the  State  of  Maryland  relating  to  -        -  1837 

erry,  £lbridge,  an  act  for  the  erection  of  a  mon* 

ument  to  the  memory  of       •        -        •  1403 

hent.    (See  Treaty  of  Ghent.) 

old  Coins.     (See  Foreign  Coins,) 

overnment,  an  act  making  partial  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of,  for  the  year  1828  -  1338 
an  act  making  appropriations  for  the  snp- 
portof 1382 

reat  Britain,  documents  in  relation  to  a  Con- 
vention with  1187 
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-  1417 


ogan,  James  B.,  an  act  for  the  relief  of 

J. 

aiices  of  the  Peace,  a  bill  to  extend  the  juris- 
diction of,  in  the  District  of  Columbia    •  1383 

K. 

sntttcky,  an  act  to  alter  the  time  of  holding 

the  district  court  for  the  district  of         -  1363 

L. 

md  Offices,  an  act  to  establish  certain,  and 

for  other  purposes  ....  1406 

kiids,  an  act  to  enable  the  proprietors  of,  to 
obtain  copies  of  papers  and  declare  the 
effect  of  such  copies  ....  1338 
an  act  in  relation  to,  sold  for  direct  tax  >  1403 
an  act  making  gold  coins  of  Qrent  Britain, 
France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,  receivable 
in  payment  for       -        •        -        -        -  1405 

ms  of  the  United  States,  an  act  to  authorize 
the  purchase  of  a  number  of  copies  of 
the  sixth  volume  of  the  -        •        -        -  1413 
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Lighthouses,  light  vessels,  and  beacons,  an  act 

to  authorize  the  building  of  certain,  and 

for  other  purposes  ....  1406 

Lousiana,  an  act  supplementary  to  the  several 

acts  for  the  aqjustment  of  land  claims  in 

the  State  of 1345 

an  act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  the 
seventh  section  of  an  act  concerning  lands 
between  the  Rio  Hondo  and  Sabioe 
rivers  --.---. 
an  act  for  the  better  organization  of  the 
United  Sutes  district  court  in  the  State 
of         ....... 

M. 
Mail.     (See  Boads.) 

Maine  and  New  Hampshire,  an  act  altering 
the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  court  in 
the  district  of       -        -        -        -        - 
Manufactareis,  a  memorial  from  the,  of  Penn- 
sylvania against  the  tariff      ... 
a  memorial  from  certain,  of  cordage  - 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  an  act  to  ex- 
tend the  charter  of  the  -        -        .        . 
Merchandise,  an  act  to  amend  an  act  to  regulate 
the  entry  of,  imported  from  any  adjacent 

territories 

Michigan,  an  act  to  provide  an  additional  judge 
for  the  Territoiy  of,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses   --.-.. 
an  act  to  continue  in  force  certain  acts  for 
the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of       -----        - 

an  act  to  amend  the  acts  for  the  govern- 
ment of,  and  for  other  purposes 
an  act  to  establish  an  additional  land  office 
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1313 
1322 

1344 


1408 
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1341 
1395 
1404 


Military  Land  Warrants.  (See  liGlitary  Land 
Warrants^  and  Revolutionary  war,) 

Military  Service,  an  act  making  appropriations 
for        ....... 

an  act  making  further  appropriations  for, 
and  for  other  purposes   .        -        .        • 

Militia  of  the  West,  a  letter  from  Colonel  Bom- 
ford  respecting  the  number  of  arms  re- 
quired for  the 

Mint,  an  act  further  to  prolong  the  continuance 
of  the,  at  Philadelphia   .        .        -        - 

Missouri,  an  act  to  establish  an  additional  land 
office  in  the  State  of  -  •  -  - 
an  act  concerning  the  land  to  be  granted  to 
the  State  of,  for  education  and  other  pur- 
poses     

N. 

National  Armory,  an  act  to  establish  a,  on  the 
Western  waters     .        .        -        .        - 

Naval  Force,  an  act  authorizing  an  additional, 
for  the  suppression  of  piracy  ... 

Navy,  an  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port ofthe-*- 

New  Hampshire.  (See  Maine  and  New  Hamp* 
shire,) 

New  York,  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for 
the  better  organization  of  the  United  States 
courts  in  the  State  of     -        -        - 


1370 
1372 

1310 
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Outstanding  Ci^tom-house  Bonds,  documents 

in  relation  to         -        .     *  -        •        •  1293 
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Peoria,  an  act  to  confirm  certain  claims  to  lota 

in  the  Tillage  of     -        -        -        -        -  1414 

Perjury.    (See  Public  Aeeounti.) 

Piracy,  letters  and  reports  in  relation  to  the  snp- 

pression  of    -----        -  12S1 

an  act  for  the  suppression  of      -        -        -  1837 
an  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act  to  protect 
commerce,  and  to  make  further  provision 
for  the  suppression  of    -        -        -        -  1339 

an  act  respecting  the  punishment  of  -        -  1417 

Porto  Rico,  documents  in  relation  to  the  ex- 
pedition against  the  Island  of         -        -  1246 

Pom  Office  Department,  an  act  to  authorise  cer- 
tain repairs,  dsc.,  in  the         -        -        -  1411 

Post  Roads,  an  act  to  discontinue  certain,  and 

to  esUblish  others  ....  1390 

Prise  Agents,  a  resolution  directing  the  withhold* 

ing  of  the  compensation  of  certain  -  1416 

Public  Accounts,  an  act  for  the  prompt  eettle- 
ment  of,  and  for  the  punishment  of  the 
crime  of  perjury     -        -        .        .        •  1397 

Public  Buildings,  an  aot  making  approprktiona 

for  the 1411 

Public  Money,  an  act  concerning  the  disburse* 

mentof         --....  1341 

Purchasers  of  Public  Lands,  an  act  to  extend  the 

provisiona  of  an  act  for  the  relief  of       -  1408 

R. 

Redemption  of  Lands.    (See  Direct  Taxa,) 

Rees,  James,  one  of  the  sureties  of  Joseph  H. 

Rees,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  -        -        -  1416 

Revenue  Laws,  a  memorial  of  merchants  and 

others  of  Boston  in  relation  to  the  -        -  1280 

Revolutionary  War,  an  act  extending  the  time 
for  locating  and  issuing  military  land  war- 
rants for  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  -  1402 
an  act  supplementary  to  the  acts  to  provide 
for  persons  engaged  in  land  and  naval 
service  in  the         .....  1409 

Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  Rivers.  (See  LouMt- 
ana,) 

Roads,  an  act  for  making  a  road  from  the  Lower 
Rapida  of  Lake  Erie  to  the  Connecticut 
Western  Reserve  •        -        -        .        -  1346 
an  act  for  the  improvement  of  certain,  for 
the  transportation  of  the  mail         -        -  1406 

8. 

Shawneetown,  an  act  concerning  instalments 

due  on  certain  lota  in     -        -        -        •  1404 


Pip. 
Sinking  Fund,  report  of  the  CommisaieBis  of 

the ijg; 

8o«th  Carolina,  an  act  to  divide  the  State  ot, 

into  two  judicial  districts  -  -  -  1343 
Spain,  an  act  to  carry  into  eifect  the  ninth  axti- 

cle  of  the  trea^  between   the  Unisd 

Sutee,  and 13SI 

Stamps,  an  act  respecting         -        -        -       -  ItfC 

Suppression  of  Public  Documenu,  testimony  ia 
relation  to  the  charge  o^  against  Galea  k 
Seaton 13SI 

Supreme  Court,  an  act  to  continue  in  force  an 
act  concerning  reports  of  the  decisions  of 
the 13N 

Surveyors  of  Public  Lands,  an  act  respecting  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of.  in  Uiaoii, 
Missouri,  and  Arkansas  ...  HI! 

T. 

Tariff,  a  memorial  from  merchants  of  Pennsyha^ 

nia  against  the      -        -        ...  131^ 

Tennessee,  an  act  to  repeal  part  of  an  act  ia  re- 
lation to  the  price  of  certain  lands  in  ths 
Suteof ISC 

Tompkins,  Daniel  D.,  an  act  to  provide  fir  tkc 

settlement  of  the  accounts  of-        -       •  13*4 

Trade  with  the  West  Indies,  a  prodamatioB  ia 

relation  to    -        -        -        -       -      -  lliS 

Treaty  of  Ghent,  documents  in  relatian  to  the  -  H^ 

V. 

Vermont,  an  act  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the 

district  court  in  the  district  of        .       .  itf! 

Virginia,  an  act  vesting  in  the  State  of^  ths 
right  to  ail  fines  asiessed  for  the  noo-per- 
formanoe  of  militia  duty  during  the  kie 
war       -.-...      -1« 

Virginia  Military  Land  Warrants,  an  act  eoa- 

ceming         -        -        -        -       .      -  I39S 

W. 

Washington,  an  act  providing  for  the  aeeoiBa&> 
dation  of  the  circuit  court  for  the  coontf 
of MI2 

Washington  Lihraiy,  a  reeolutaon  grantiag  to 
the,  a  copy  of  the  public  documents,  kn, 
and  journals  ......  Uli 

West  Indies,  a  proclamation  in  rektion  to  tn^ 

with  the -11^ 
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